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P  K  K  F  A  C  E 


The  work  of  prepiiriiig  the.  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
be,i;uii,  under  the  resohitiou  of  ( 'ongress  of  'Slay  19,  ISW,  by  Col.  E.  I'). 
Towiiseod,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Army  (then  in  charge  of 
the  AdjutantGenerars  Office,  and  subsenueutly  the  Adjutaut-Generall, 
who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports  of  battles  on  tile  in  his  oftice 
and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing  records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  of  July  I'T,  1SG6,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  of  the  records 
and  to  formulate  a  plan  for  their  publication,  but  he  performed  no 
service  under  this  ap[)ointment,  which  expired  July  '27,  IStJS,  by  limi- 
tation. This  resolution  having  also  repealed  the  former  one,  the  project 
was  suspended  for  the  time  being. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  was  the  act  of  June  -o,  li^li.  pioviding 
the  necessary  means  -'to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  tiie 
publication  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both 
of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,''  and  directing  him  "to  have 
copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  gen- 
eral orders,  not  heretofore  coi>ied  or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in 
chronological  order."  Appropriations  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the  preliminary 
work  was  resumed  by  General  Townseud. 

Subsequently,  under  me.ager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De- 
partment until  December  l-t.  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per- 
ceiving that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  iletailed  Capt.  Kobert  X.  Scott,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery  isubse- 
iiuently  nutjor  and  lieutenant-i-olonel  same  regiment^  t<^  take  charge 
of  the  office. 

The  act  of  June  -."•,  1S74,  enlarged  uiioii  the  drst  siheuie  nf  publica- 
tiou.  On  this  more  coniprelieusive  basis  it  was  determined  that  the 
volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports,  correspondence, 
etc.,  in  possession  of  the  War  Department,  but  also  ••all  official  docu- 
ments that  can  be  obtained  by  the  coniiiiler,  and  that  .ippear  to  hoof 
any  historical  value."  ('oloncl  Si'utt  systematized  the  work  and,  upon 
his  recommendation,  the  Secretary  of  War  appru\-ed  the  following 
order  of  publication: 

The  first  series  will  eiiibraco  the  formal  r^'port^,  butU  riuon  .i!m1  C'onl'eder.T'.',  of 
tlie  lirst  Sfiziiros  of  Tuited  States  iinnieity  in  the  Soutbern  >t  itfs,  and  of  all  miiitiry 
iiperations  in  t.lio  lieid,  with  the  rorrespnndrnre,  orders,  and  returns  relatinir  spr.  ijlly 
thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accouipanied  by  an  Atlas. 


IV  PREFACE. 

Ill  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arr:in;jed  accurdin;,'  to  the  campnl^s  and  several 
theaters  ot"  operatious  i  in  the  chronological  onler  of  events  i,  and  the  Inion  reports 
ot'  any  ert^nt  "ill.  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts. 
The  corrcapondeiire,  etc.,  uot  imbraced  in  the  'Tepoit-*"  [iroper  will  follow  (first 
1  nion  and  next  Confederate;  in  chronolosii'al  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns, 
Kiiion  and  Confeilerate,  relatiuK  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  'so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  cimcerned)  to  state  or  politii  al  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  ordeis,  reports,  and  returns  of 
tlio  Union  anthoiities  embiuiini;  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  ofiS- 
cialaj  uot  rolatins  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  statf  corps  and  departments;  the  calls 
for  troops,  ;inil  the  correspondence  between  the  National  .ind  the  several  State 
authorities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  t'or  the  Fnion  otficials.  as  of  the 
third  series,  but  excluding  the  corresponilenie  bctwei  n  tlir  Tuion  and  Confederate 
authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  reconls  \va.s  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  10.  1880,  provided  "for  the  printiug  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10.000  copies  of  a  com- 
pilation of  the  Official  Records  ( Tuion  and  Confederate  i  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  .so  far  as  the  same  may  be  read}'  for  publication,  during 
the  fiscal  year;"  and  that '-of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall  be  fur  the 
use  of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  tlie  use  of  the  Executive  Departments." 
Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the  first  five  volumes 
of  the  records.* 


"AH  subserjuent  volumes  havr  been  distributed  under  the  ait  approved  August  7, 
IXS'2,  v.hich  provides  that: 

•'The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows;  One  thousaml  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now 
provided  by  law.  r>ne  thousand  copies  for  distributioa  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
amou^  officers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hiindreil  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  ."Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  org.-iniza- 
tions,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  .Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-.seveuth  Congress.  lOach  Senator  shall  de.--ignate  not  exceed- 
ing tw.-nty-six.  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  .is  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators.  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  tlie  Secretary  of  War  iu  each  case  how  many  volume^  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  aildresses.  The  remaiuiug  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  tu  be  piil'Iishcd.  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distribntid  :is  provided  hi-rein,  >h.in  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  w^ith  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  >hall  be 
covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  tv.o  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
.^ame  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators.  Repri'Scntatives.  or 
Delegates  who  have  iK^iguated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-ei;,'hth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
publish'-il  have  not  been  I'Mrnished  to  such  libraries,  mgaiiizations,  an<l  iniiividuals. 
H"  shall  also  int'orin  distributc-s  al  who>e  instance  the  voliiines  are  sent.  ' 


Colonel  Scott  died  March  ."),  1SS7.  At  tiis  death  some  twenty-six 
books  only  had  been  issued,  but  he  had  compiled  a  laro-e  amount  of 
matter  for  forthcoming  volumes:  consequently  his  name  as  compiler 
was  retained  in  all  the  books  ui)  ro  and  including  Vol.  XXXVI 
although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to  his  compilations  from 
new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  ^lay  7, 1387,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  EI.  'SI.  Lazelle 
Twenty-third  TJ.  S.  Infantry,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott. 
He  bad  continued  in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  tlic  a(;t  approved 
^[arch  l*,  1SS9,  it  was  provided — 

That  hereafter  the  [ireparation  and  imblicafioii  of  said  records  shall  he  rouducted 
uadtr  the  Secretary  iif  War,  li\-  a  hoard  of  rhne  persuns.  one  of  wlinin  shall  he  an 
officer  of  tlie  Army,  and  two  ciNiiian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  .Secretary  of 
War.  the  coinpensati(.n  of  >aid  .  ivili.m  .  xperts  to  lir  fixi-d  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  (reorge  B.  Davis.  Judge-advo- 
cate, U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  Tiie  board  assumed  direction  of  the  publication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1.S89,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  Xo.  r,i]  of  Vol.  XXIV. 

•Inly  1.  l.sf»5,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  :\Iaj.  George  W. 
Davis,  Eleventh  ('.  S.  Infantry  (sub.sequently  lieutenant-colonel.  Four- 
teenth r.  S.  Infantry  I,  relieved  Ma,j.  George  B.  Davis  as  the  military 
member  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Publication.  Subsequently 
Col.  Fred  C.  Ainsworth.  thief  of  the  Kecord  and  Pension  Office,  War 
Department,  was  appointed  the  military  member  and  president  of  the 
board,  relieving  Lieut.  Col.  (reorge  W.  Davis  June  1,  1898. 

December  1.  18'.!S.  under  the  provision  of  the  sundry  civil  act  of 
July  1.  18!)S.  relative  to  the  War  Records  Otlice.  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion was  dissolved,  wliereupon,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  continuance  of  the  work,  beginning  witli  Vol.  VI.  Series  II,  devolved 
on  Colonel  (now  Brigadier-General;  Ainsworth. 

Each  volume  includes  a  coi.ious  index,  and  for  the  further  conven- 
ience of  investigators  tiiere  will  be,  in  addition,  a  separate  general 
index  to  the  entire  set. 

Nothing  is  printed  in  rlicse  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con- 
temporaneous records  of  the  war.  The  .scope  of  the  compiler's  work  is 
to  decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published:  to  correct  and 
verify  tlie  orthography  of  the  papeis  nsed.  and.  u  herever  deemed  neces- 
sary, to  add  a  foot-note  of  exjdanation. 
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SERIES  ii.-voli:t:me  vi. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO  PRISON- 
ERS  OF  WAR  AND  STATE  FROM  JUNE  11,  1863,  TO  MARCH 
31,  1864. 

tj:iSri01S'    ^V2^TD    CO>r:F'Er)ER^TE    CORRESPOKriDElSrCE,  ETC. 

War  Depabtiie:<t,  Washington,  June  11,  1863. 
Hou.  Edward  Bates, 

Attorney- General,  Washington,  I),  C: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  papers*  concerning  Capt. 
William  Gramm  and  Lieut.  Isaac  A.  Wade,  Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers, 
who  are  confined  in  the  Richmond  penitentiary  as  hostages  for  Daniel 
Dusky  and  Jacob  Varner,  who  were  tried  by  a  U.  S.  court  in  Western 
Virginia  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  robbing  a  post-office,  and 
to  request  that  you  will  submit  the  cases  of  these  last-named  men  to 
the  President  with  a  view  to  their  being  pardoned  by  him  as  a  necessary 
preliminary  to  their  being  exchanged  for  Captain  Gramm  and  Lieutenant 
Wade. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretanj  of  War. 


Judge- Advocate  General's  Office, 

Washington.  June  11,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

SiE:  In  the  matter  of  the  request  made  through  Robert  Ould,  Con- 
federate agent  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  to  have  sundry  parties  (now 
treated  as  felons  by  the  State  of  Indiana)  regarded  and  exchanged  as 
prisoners  of  war,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  compliance 
with  your  indorsement  of  reference  of  the  Ifith  ultimo: 

The  parties  in  question  are  two  lieutenants  and  thirteen  privates,  &c., 
in  the  company  of  one  Captain  Hall,  of  Col.  Adam  Johnson's  regiment 
of  partisan  rangers.  They  constituted  part  of  a  force  which  crossed  the 
river  from  Kentucky  into  Indiana  about  November  1  last,  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  is  alleged,  of  securing  a  hostage  for  a  rebel  surgeon  who  had  been 
previously  captured  or  detained  by  our  forces.  Daring  tliis  expedition 
a  number  of  horses  were  taken.  Shortly  afterward  the  men  in  question 
were  captured  by  our  forces  or  by  anorganiy.ed  party  from  Indiana  and 
lodged  in  prison  and  placed  under  indictment  for  horse  stealing.  It  is 
now  urged  on  tlie  part  of  the  rebel  authorities  that  these  men  should  be 
exchanged  as  prisoners  of  war  and  released  from  their  confinement  as 

■  Probalitv  Ludlow  ti)   Hofl'iuau   May  14,  1863,  with  indorsements,  Vol.  ^'.  tUis 
series,  p.  GIO. 

1   R   R — SERIES   II,  VOL    VI 


2  PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,   ETC. 

criminals.  In  answer  to  this  demaud  it  is  to  be  said  in  the  first  place 
that  it  is  by  no  means  clearly  made  ont  that  these  paities  are  officers 
and  men  of  tlie  rebel  army  and  therefore  proper  subjects  tor  e.Kohange. 
It  is  not  shown  under  what  command  this  regiment  was,  in  what  brigade, 
division,  or  part  of  llie  rebel  army,  nor  whether  it  has  been  stationed  for 
any  i)ur[)ose  in  tlio  part  of  Kentucky  where  its  operations  were  carried 
on.  The  enemy  has  no  post  or  j^arrisou  in  tiiat  region  and  no  regular 
force.  The  party  which  crossed  into  Indiana  seems  to  have  been  acting 
independently,  carrying  on  a  border  warfare  or  making  a  raid  as  fron- 
tiersmen. The  \ery  name  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  comjiany  in 
question  is  alleged  to  liave  belonged.  Colonel  John.-on'siiartisan  rangers, 
discloses  the  probable  character  of  these  troops  and  seems  to  tix  their 
character  as  guerrillas  or  bushwhackers.  It  does  not  appear  that  these 
men  were  regularly  mnstered  into  the  service  of  the  enemy  (as  snpi)0sed 
by  Colonel  Ludlow  i,  but  only  that  they  had  been  sworn  in.  But  whether 
this  formality  was  anything  more  than  the  administering  of  an  oatlmr 
pledge  to  them  as  guerrillas  or  independent  partisaiisis  not  madeevident. 

Whether  these  men  therefore  should  be  regarded  as  engaged  in  regular 
warfare  as  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  enemy's  army  is  extremely  ques- 
tionable, iloreover  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  that  the  jurisdictimi 
which  the  State  of  ludiaiui  has  assumed  to  exercise  over  these  parties 
should  be  interfered  with  under  the  circumstances.  The  authorities 
of  that  State  have  had  the  best  opportunity  to  determine  the  character 
of  these  men  and  their  purposes,  both  of  which  were  probably  notorious 
along  the  border.  They  have  known  them  as  citizens  of  a  loyal  State, 
yet  as  operating  themselves  in  the  rebel  interest  or  more  probably  as 
taking  advantage  of  the  existing  hostilities  to  engage  in  raids  on  their 
own  account  and  independently  of  any  organized  army  in  the  field. 
With  this  knowledge  the  authorities  of  Indiana,  who  must  also  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  arrested  these  men  with  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
they  had  committed  the  crime  in  i|uestion,  have  confined  and  indicted 
the  i)arties  as  felons.  This  action  has  been  with  tbem  a  measure  of 
police  regulation  as  well  as  a  proceeding  under  law  and  statute,  and  it 
should  not  be  interfered  with  except  upon  the  strongest  grounds  of 
public  or  military  policy.  If  the  State  of  Indiana  had  been  invaded  by 
a  regularly  constituted  army  of  the  enemy,  and  afterwanl  during  the 
war  her  civil  authorities  had  succeeded  in  arresting  any  rebel  soldiers 
known  to  have  taken  and  converted  private  property  during  the  inva- 
sion, and  had  proceeded  against  them  as  for  a  felony,  their  acts  would 
doubtless  have  been  sanctioned  Ity  the  non-interference  of  military 
authority.  Hut  in  the  present  case  the  reasons  for  such  non-interference 
are  still  more  grave  and  cogent.  If  the  parties  in  question  can  prove 
by  legal  testimony  that  they  aye  officers  or  soldiers  of  the  Confederate 
army  and  that  the  acts  for  which  they  are  indicted  were  committed  under- 
the  orders  or  sanction  of  superior  officers  of  that  army,  such  proof  will 
operate  as  a  good  defense  upon  their  trial  and  the  validity  of  such  a 
defense  can  be  determine<l  far  more  satisfactorilj-  in  the  neighborhood 
where  the  otiense  was  committed  and  by  testimony  given  under  oath 
before  a  formal  triVmnal,  than  upon  the  loose  and  irresponsible  state- 
ments of  enemies,  which  now  constitute  the  only  data  in  the  case. 

ItespectfuJly  submitted. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-General. 

List  of  iirisoners  referred  to.* 

•Omitted. 
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Indianapolis,  June  11,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Cousidering  the  state  of  things  in  Indiana  and  the  small  force  at  this 
place  being  required  at  other  points,  together  with  some  signs  of  au 
attempted  eo  operation  with  traitors  outside,  it  is  highly  impolitic  that 
the  rebel  prisoners  should  remain  here.     Where  shall  I  send  them? 

O.  15.  WILLGOX, 

Brigadier-General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washini/ton,  D.  6'.,  June  11,  I'^flS. 
Brig.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox, 

Ciiuimandinii,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
General:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  telegram  of  this  date 
requesting  that  the  rebel  prisoners  might  be  removed  from  Camp  Mor- 
ton and  I  have  replied  to  send  them  to  Fort  Delaware;*  but  if  General 
Grant  is  as  successful  as  we  hope  he  will  be  it  will  probably  bo  neces- 
sary again  to  send  his  prisoners  to  Camp  Morton,  and  I  ho]ie  you  will 
be  al)le  in  the  meantime  to  malie  such  arrangements  for  their  security 
as  will  enable  you  to  hold  them  without  iacouvenience.  The  accommo- 
dations for  prisoners  at  Camp  Morton  are  not  good  so  far  as  their  safe- 
keeping is  concerned,  but  they  are  about  as  good  as  at  other  campa, 
and  as  altogether  they  will  not  hold  more  than  12,000  to  ir),0OO,  it 
will  hardly  be  possible  to  dispense  with  Camp  Morton.  The  men  of 
Streight's  brigade  are  exchanged,  partly  with  a  view  to  furnish  guards 
for  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Indianapolis,  June  11,  7W.?. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

Prisoners  had  been  started  for  Camp  Chase  before  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch,  but  I  have  telegraphed  General  Mason  to  forward  them  to 
Fort  Delaware.  The  rolls  will  be  sent  direct  to  Fort  Delaware  and  one 
copy  to  you. 

Respectfully, 

O.  n.  WILLCOX. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  I'RisoxF.ns, 

Washinijton,  I>.  ('.,  June  J  I,  /^'-.v. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Hammond, 

Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Quartermaster- 
General  has  to-day  given  instructions  for  the  erection  at  Fort  Columbus 
of  a  hospital  for  the  use  of  prisoners  of  war,  calculated  to  accommodate 
as  many  sick  as  will  probably  be  found  among  8,000  to  10,000  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Cmnniissary-General  if  Prisoners. 

'  Dispatcli  (■mitted. 
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Office  Coilmissaby-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wat;hin(jton,  I).  C,  June  11,  1863. 
Capt.  Joseph  A.  Potter, 

AsHiHtant  (Quartermaster,  Chicago,  III: 
Captain:  The  (Jaartcrma.sterGeneral  has  directed  the  system  of 
sewerage  recomiuciided  for  Camp  Donghis  hxst  year  to  be  constructed 
and  you  have  probably  already  received  his  instructions.  The  plan 
referred  to  is  one  prepared  by  one  of  the  city  engineers  and  submitte<l 
to  nie.  You  no  doubt  remember  the  gentleman's  name,  but  perlia[is 
you  have  some  record  of  his  claim  for  making  the  plan  which  was  not 
allowed.  I  recall  these  items  to  your  mind  to  assist  if  possible  in 
recovering  the  paper,  as  I  have  been  urging  for  some  time  past  that 
something  should  be  done  to  improve  tlie  sanitary  condition  of  the 
camp,  and  this  system  of  sewerage  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  adopted 
with  any  hope  of  success. 
I  am,  very  truly, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  13, 18^3. 
Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  and  others: 

CiENTLEJiEN:  Your  letter  of  May  19,*  inclosing  the  resolutions  of  a 
public  meeting  held  at  Albany,  X.  Y.,  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month, 
was  received  several  days  ago. 

The  resolutions  as  I  understand  them  are  resolvable  into  two  propo- 
sitions— tirst,  the  expression  of  a  purpose  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  to  secure  peace  through  victory,  and  to  support  the  Administra- 
tion in  every  constitutional  and  lawful  measure  to  suppress  the  rebel- 
lion; and  secondly,  a  declaration  of  censure  upon  the  Administration  for 
supposed  unconstitutional  action,  such  as  the  makingof  military  arrests. 
And  from  the  two  [iropositious  a  third  is  deduced,  which  is  that  the  gen- 
tlemen composing  the  meeting  are  resolved  on  doing  their  part  to 
maintain  our  common  Government  and  country  despite  the  folly  or 
wickedness,  as  they  may  conceive,  of  any  Administration.  This  position 
is  eminently  patriotic,  and  as  such  I  thank  the  meeting  and  congratulate 
the  nation  for  it.  My  own  purpose  is  the  same;  so  that  the  meeting  and 
myself  have  a  common  object,  and  can  have  no  ditference  except  in  the 
ehoite  of  means  or  measures  for  effecting  that  object. 

And  here  I  ought  to  close  this  paper  and  wonld  close  it  if  there  was 
no  aiiprehensiou"  that  more  injurious  consequences  than  any  merely 
IK-rsoiial  to  myself  might  follow  the  censures  systematically  cast  upon 
iiic  for  diiing  what  in  my  view  of  duty  I  could  not  forbear.  The  reso- 
lutions promise  to  support  me  in  every  constitutional  and  lawful  meas- 
ure tci  supi)ress  the  rebellion,  and  I  have  not  knowingly  employed  nor 
shall  1  knowingly  einphiy  any  other.  P.ut  the  meeting  by  their  rcsolu- 
tidus  assert  and  argue  that  certain  military  arrests  and  proceedings  tol- 
lowing  them  for  which  I  am  ultimately  responsible  are  unconstitutional. 
I  think  tliey  are  not.  The  resolutions  quote  from  the  Constitution  the 
definition  of  treason,  and  also  the  limiting  safeguards  and  guarantees 
•therein  provided  for  the  citizen  on  trials  of  treason,  and  on  his  being  held 
to  answer  for  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crimes,  and  in  criminal  [>rose- 
cutions  his  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury.- 

"See  Vijl.  V,  this  serio,  p.  654. 
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They  proceed  to  resolve  "that  these  safeguards  of  the  rights  of  the 
citizen  against  the  pretensions  of  arbitrary  power  were  intended  more 
especially  for  his  protection  in  times  of  civil  commotion."  And  appar- 
ently to  demonstrate  the  proposition  the  resolutions  proceed: 

They  -n-ere  secured  substantially  to  the  Enfflish  people  after  years  of  protracted 
civil  war,  and  were  adopted  into  our  Constitution  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution. 

Would  not  the  demonstration  have  been  better  if  it  could  have  been 
truly  said  that  these  safeguards  had  been  adopted  and  applied  diuini'- 
the  civil  wars  and  during  our  Ifevoliition  insteail  of  after  the  one  and  at 
the  Hose  of  the  other?  1,  too,  am  devotedly  for  them  after  civil  war  and 
before  civil  war  and  at  all  times,  -'except  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion  the  public  safety  may  require"'  their  suspension. 

The  resolutions  proceed  to  tell  us  that  these  safeguards  -'have  stood 
the  testof  seventy  six  years  of  trial  under  our  rei)ublican  system  under 
circumstances  which  show  that  while  they  constitute  the  foundation  of 
all  free  government  they  are  the  elements  of  the  enduring  stability  of 
the  licpublic."'  No  one  denies  that  they  have  so  stood  the  test  up  to 
the  beginning  of  the  present  rebellion  if  we  except  a  certain  occurrence 
at  Xew  Orleans,  nor  does  any  one  question  that  they  will  stand  the  same 
test  much  longer  after  the  rebellion  closes.  But  these  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  have  no  a[)plication  to  the  case  we  have  in  hand,  because 
the  arrests  complained  of  were  not  made  for  treason— that  is.  not  for 
the  treason  detiued  in  the  Constitution,  and  upon  tlie  conviction  of 
whieh  the  punishment  is  death— nor  yet  were  they  made  to  hold  per- 
sons to  answer  for  any  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crimes,  nor  were 
the  proceedings  following  in  any  constitutional  or  legal  sense ''crimi- 
nal prosecutions."  The  arrests  were  made  on  totally  different  grounds 
and  the  proceedings  following  accorded  with  the  grounds  of  the  arrests. 
Let  us  consider  the  real  case  with  which  we  are  dealing  and  apply  it  to 
the  parts  of  the  Constitution  plainly  made  for  such  cases. 

Prior  to  my  installation  here  it  had  been  inculcated  that  any  State 
had  a  lawful  right  to  secede  from  the  National  LTuion,  and  tiiat  it  would 
be  expedient  to  exercise  the  right  whenever  the  devotees  of  the  doctrine 
should  fail  to  elect  a  President  to  their  own  liking.  I  was  elected  con- 
trary to  their  liking,  and  accordingly  s(j  far  as  it  was  legally  possible 
they  had  taken  seven  States  out  of  the  Union,  had  seized  many  of  the 
U.  S.  forts,  and  had  fired  upon  the  U.  S.  Hag,  all  before  I  was  inaugu- 
rated, and  of  course  before  I  had  done  any  otliclal  act  whatever.  The 
rebellion  thus  begun  soon  ran  into  the  present  civil  war,  and  in  certain 
respects  it  began  on  very  unequal  terms  between  the  parties.  The 
insurgents  had  been  preparing  for  it  for  more  than  thirty  years,  while 
the  Government  had  taken  no  steps  to  resist  them.  The  former  had 
carefully  considered  all  the  means  whicli  could  lie  turned  to  their 
account.  It  undoubtedly  was  a  well-pondeied  relianee  with  them  that 
in  their  own  unrestricted  etforts  to  destroy  Union,  Constitution,  and 
law  all  together  the  Government  would  in  great  degree  be  restrained 
by  the  same  Constitution  and  law  from  arresting  their  progress.  Their 
sunpathizers  pervaded  all  departments  of  tlie  Government  and  nearly 
all  communities  of  the  people.  From  this  material,  under  cover  of 
''liberty  of  speech,"  "liberty  of  the  press"  and  habeas  corpus,  they 
hoped  to  keep  on  foot  amongst  us  a  most  efficient  corps  of  .spies, 
informers,  suppliers,  and  aiders  and  abettors  of  their  cause  in  a  thou- 
sand ways.  They  knew  that  in  times  such  as  they  were  inaugurating 
by  the  Constitution  itself  the  habeas  corpus  might  be  suspended,  but 
they  also  knew  that  they  had  friends  who  would  make  a  question  as  to 
who  was  to  suspend  it,  meanwhile  their  spies  and  others  might  remain 
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at  large  to  help  on  their  cause.  Or  if  as  has  happened  the  Executive 
sbinild  suspend  the  writ  without  ruinous  waste  of  time  instances  of 
arresting  innocent  persons  might  occur,  as  are  always  likely  to  occur  in 
such  cases,  and  then  a  claujor  could  be  raised  in  regard  to  this  which 
might  l)e  at  least  of  some  service  to  the  insurgent  cause. 

It  needed  no  very  keen  perceptiou  to  di.scover  this  part  of  the  ene- 
my's programme  so  soon  as  by  open  hostilities  their  machinery  was 
fairly  put  in  uiutioii.  Vet  thoroughly  imbued  with  a  reverence  for  the 
guaranteed  rights  of  individuals  1  was  slow  to  adopt  the  strong  meas- 
ures which  by  degrees  1  have  been  forced  to  regard  as  being  within 
the  exceptions  of  the  Constitution  and  as  indispensable  to  the  public 
safety.  Nothing  is  better  known  to  history  than  tiiat  courts  of  justice 
are  utterly  incompetent  to  such  cases.  Civil  courts  are  organized 
chiefly  for  the  trials  of  individuals,  or  at  most  a  few  individuals  acting 
in  concert,  and  this  in  quiet  times  and  on  charges  of  crimes  well 
detiued  in  the  law.  Even  in  times  of  peace  bands  of  horse  thieves  and 
robbers  frequently  grow  too  numerous  and  powerful  for  ordinary  courts 
of  Justice.  But  what  comparison  in  numbers  have  such  bands  ever 
borne  to  the  insurgent  sympathizers  even  in  many  of  the  loyal  States.' 
Again  a  Jury  frecpiently  has  at  least  one  member  more  ready  to  hang 
the  panel  than  to  hang  the  traitor.  And  yet  again  he  who  dissuades 
one  man  from  volunteering  or  induces  one  soldier  to  desert  weakens 
the  Union  cause  as  much  as  he  who  kills  a  Union  soldier  in  battle.  Yet 
this  dissuasion  or  inducement  may  be  so  conducted  as  to  bj  no  defined 
crime  of  which  any  civil  court  would  take  cognizance. 

( )urs  is  a  case  of  rebellion — so-called  by  the  resnlutions  before  me; 
in  fact  a  clear,  flagrant,  and  gigantic  case  of  rebellion ;  and  the  pro- 
vision of  the  (Constitution  that  "the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  shall  not  be  sus]iended  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  nr 
invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it"  is  the  provision  whit'h 
siH-cially  applies  to  our  present  case.  This  provision  plainly  attests 
the  understanding  of  those  who  made  the  Constitution  that  ordinary 
courts  of  justice  are  inadequate  to  "cases  of  rebellion" — attests  their 
purpose  that  in  such  cases  men  may  be  held  in  custody  whom  the  courts 
acting  under  ordinary  rules  would  discharge.  Habeas  corpus  does 
not  discharge  men  who  are  proved  to  be  guility  of  defined  crime,  and 
its  suspension  is  allowed  by  the  Constitution  on  purpose  that  men  nnxy 
be  arresteil  and  held  who  cannot  be  proved  to  be  guilty  of  defined 
crime,  -when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may 
require  it."  This  is  ]K'ecisely  our  present  case — a  case  of  rebellion, 
wherein  the  public  safety  does  require  the  suspension.  Indeed  arrests 
by  process  of  courts  and  arrests  in  cases  of  rebellion  do  not  proceed 
altogether  upon  the  same  basis.  The  former  is  directed  at  the  snniU 
[icrcentageof  ordinary  and  continuous  perpetrati<in  of  crime,  while  the 
latter  is  directed  at  sudden  and  extensive  uprisings  against  the  (luvern- 
ment,  which  at  most  will  succeed  or  fail  in  no  great  length  of  time.  In 
tlie  latter  case  arrests  are  made  not  so  much  for  what  has  been  done 
as  for  what  probably  would  be  done.  The  latter  is  more  for  the  pre- 
ventive and  le>s  for'the  vindictive  than  the  former.  In  such  cases  the 
piirpox's  iif  men  are  much  more  easily  understood  than  in  cases  of 
ordinar.N'  crime.  The  man  who  stands  by  aiul  says  nothing  when  the 
])eril  of  his  (loveinmcnt  is  iliscussed  cannot  bo  misunderstooil.  If  not 
liiiiilercd  lie  is  sure  to  hell)  tlit!  enemy:  nuich  more,  if  he  talks  ambig- 
niMisly — talk-  for  liis  country  with  '-Imts"  and  -Mfs"  and  "ands." 

Of  how  little  value  the  constitutional  i)rovisions  I  have  i|U0ted  will 
be  rendered  if  arrests  shall  never  be  made  until  defined  crimes  shall 
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have  been  committed  may  be  illustrated  by  a  few  notable  examples. 
General  Joliu  C.  Breckinridge,  General  Eobert  E.  Lee,  General  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  General  John  B.  Magruder,  General  William' Preston 
General  Simon  B.  Buckner,  and  Commodore  Franklin  Buchanan  now 
occupying  the  very  highest  places  in  the  rebel  war  service,  were  all 
within  the  power  of  the  Government  since  the  rebellion  l)egau'  and  were 
nearly  as  well  known  to  be  traitors  then  as  now.  Unquestionably  if 
we  had  seized  and  held  them  the  insurgent  cause  would  be  much 
weaker.  But  no  one  of  them  had  then  committed  any  crime  <lelined  in 
the  law.  Every  one  of  them  if  arrested  would  have  been  discharged 
on  habeas  corpus  were  the  writ  allowed  to  operate.  In  view  of  these 
and  similar  cases  I  think  the  time  not  unlikely  to  come  when  I  shall  be 
blamed  for  having  made  too  few  arrests  rather  than  too  many. 

By  the  third  resolution  the  meeting  indicates  their  oinnion  that 
military  arrests  may  be  constitutioual  in  localities  where  rebellion 
actually  exists,  but  that  such  arrests  are  unconstitutional  in  localities 
where  rebellion  or  insurrection  does  not  actually  exist.  They  insist 
that  such  arrests  sliall  not  be  made  "outside  of  the  lines  of  necessary 
military  occupation  and  the  scenes  of  insurrection."'  Inasmuch,  how- 
ever, as  the  Constitution  itself  makes  no  such  distinction  I  am  unable 
to  believe  that  there  is  any  such  constitutioual  distinction.  I  concede 
that  the  cLiss  of  arrests  complained  of  can  be  constitutioual  only  when 
in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  re(iuire  them, 
and  I  insist  that  in  such  cases  they  are  coustitiitional  wherever  the 
public  safety  re(|uires  them,  as  well  in  places  to  which  they  may  pre- 
vent the  rebellion  extending  as  in  those  where  it  may  be  already  pre- 
vailing; as  well  where  they  may  restrain  mischievous  interference 
with  the  raising  and  supplying  of  armies  to  suppress  the  rebellion  as 
where  the  rebellion  may  actually  be;  as  well  where  they  may  restrain 
the  enticing  men  out  of  the  army  as  where  they  would  prevent  mutiny 
in  the  army;  e<[ually  constitutional  at  all  places  where  they  will  con- 
duce to  the  luiblic  safety  as  against  the  dangers  of  rebellion  or  invasion. 

Take  the  peculiar  case  mentioned  by  the  meeting.  It  is  asserted  in 
substance  that  Mr.  \'allandigham  was  by  a  military  commander  seized 
and  tried  ••  for  no  other  reason  than  words  addressed  to  a  public  meet- 
ing in  criticism  of  the  course  of  the  Administration  and  in  condemnation 
of  the  niilirary  orders  of  the  general."'  Xow  if  there  be  no  mistake 
about  this,  if  this  assertion  is  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth,  if  there 
was  no  otlier  reason  for  the  arrest,  tlien  I  concede  that  the  arrest  was 
wrong.  But  the  arrest  as  I  understand  was  made  for  a  very  dift'erent 
reason.  Mr.  Vallandigham  avows  his  hostility  to  the  war  on  the 
part  of  the  Union,  and  his  arrest  was  made  because  he  was  hiboring 
with  some  ett'ect  to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops,  to  encourage  deser- 
tions from  the  army,  and  to  leave  the  rebellion  without  an  adequate 
military  force  to  suppress  it.  He  was  not  arrested  because  he  was 
damaging  the  jiolitical  prospects  of  the  Ailndnistration  or  the  personal 
interests  of  the  commanding  general,  but  because  lie  was  damaging  the 
army  upon  the  existence  and  vigor  of  which  the  life  of  the  nation 
depends.  He  was  warring  upon  the  military  and  this  gave  the  military 
constitutional  jurisdiction  to  lay  hands  upon  him.  If  Mr.  N'allandig- 
ham  was  not  damaging  the  military  jidwer  of  the  country  then  Ins 
arrest  was  made  on  mistake  of  fact  which  I  would  l)e  glad  to  correct 
on  reasonably  satisfactory  evidence. 

I  understand  the  meeting  whose  resolutions  I  am  considering  to  be 
in  favor  of  sui)pressiug  the  rebellion  Ijy  military  force— by  armies. 
Long  experience  has  shown  that  armies  cannot  be  maintained  unless 
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desertion  shall  be  pnoished  by  the  severe  penalty  of  death.  The  case 
requires  and  the  law  and  the  Constitution  sanction  this  punishment. 
Must  I  shoot  a  simple-minded  soldier  boy  who  deserts  while  1  must  not 
touch  a  hair  of  a  wily  agitator  who  induces  him  to  desert?  This  is 
none  the  less  iujurious  when  effected  by  getting^  a  father  or  brother  or 
friend  iuto  a  public  meeting  and  there  working  upon  his  feelings  till  he 
is  persuaded  to  write  to  the  soldier  boy  that  he  is  hghting  in  a  bad 
cause,  for  the  wicked  Administration  of  a  contemptible  Government, 
too  weak  to  arrest  and  punish  him  if  he  shall  desert.  I  think  that  in 
such  a  case  to  silence  the  agitator  and  save  the  boy  is  not  only  consti- 
tutional but  withal  a  great  mercy. 

If  I  be  wrong  on  this  (piestion  of  constitutional  power  my  error  lies 
in  believing  that  certain  proceedings  are  constitutional  when  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  requires  them,  which  would 
not  be  constitutional  when  in  the  absence  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the 
public  safety  does  not  require  them;  in  other  words,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion is  not  in  its  application  in  all  respects  the  same  in  cases  of  rebellion 
or  invasion  involving  the  public  safety,  as  it  is  in  times  of  profound 
peace  and  public  security.  The  Constitution  itself  makes  the  distinc- 
tion, and  I  can  no  more  be  persuaded  that  the  Government  can  consti- 
tutionally take  no  strong  measures  in  time  of  rebellion  because  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  same  could  not  be  lawfully  taken  in  time  of  peace  than 
I  can  be  persuaded  that  a  particular  drug  is  not  a  good  medicine  for  a 
sick  man  because  it  can  be  shown  to  not  be  good  food  for  a  well  one. 
Nor  am  I  able  to  appreciate  the  danger  apprehended  by  the  meeting 
that  the  American  people  will  by  means  of  military  arrests  during  the 
rebellion  lose  the  right  of  public  discussion,  the  liberty  of  speech  and 
the  })ress,  the  law  of  evidence,  trial  by  jury,  and  habeas  corpus  through- 
out the  indetinite  ])eaceful  future  which  I  trust  lies  before  them  any 
more  than  I  am  able  to  believe  that  a  man  could  contract  so  strong  an 
appetite  for  emetics  during  temporary  illness  as  to  persist  in  feeding 
upon  them  during  the  remainder  of  his  healthful  life. 

In  gi\ingthe  resolutions  that  earnest  consideration  which  you  request 
of  me  I  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the  meeting  speaks  as  '-Demo- 
crats." Xor  can  I  with  full  respect  for  their  known  intelligence  and 
the  fairly  presumed  deliberation  with  which  they  prepared  their  resolu- 
tions be  permitted  to  suppose  that  this  occurred  by  accident,  or  in  any 
way  other  than  that  they  preferred  to  designate  themselves  "Demo- 
crats"' rather  than  ''American  citizens."  In  this  time  of  national  jieril 
I  would  have  preferred  to  meet  you  on  a  level,  one  step  higher  than 
any  party  platform,  because  I  am  sure  that  from  such  more  elevated 
position  we  could  do  better  battle  for  the  country  we  all  luve  than  we 
possibly  can  from  those  lower  ones  where,  from  the  force  of  habit,  the 
prejudices  of  the  past,  and  selfish  hopes  of  the  future  we  are  sure  to 
expend  much  of  our  ingenuity  and  strength  in  finding  fault  with  and 
aiming  blows  at  each  other.  But  since  you  have  denied  me  this  I  will  yet 
be  thankful  for  the  country's  sake  that  not  all  Democrats  have  done  so. 
He  on  whose  discretionary  judgment  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  arrested 
and  tried  is  a  Democrat  having  no  old  party  affinity  with  me;  and  tiie 
judge  who  rejecteil  the  constitutional  views  expressed  in  these  resolu- 
tions by  refusing  to  discharge  Mr.  Vallandigham  on  habeas  corpus  is  a 
Democrat  of  better  days  than  these,  having  received  his  judicial  mantle 
at  the  hands  of  President  .lackson.  And  still  more,  of  all  these  Demo- 
crats wlio  are  nobly  exposing  their  lives  and  shedding  their  blood  on 
the  battle-field  I  have  learned  that  many  approve  the  course  taken  with 
Mr.  Vallandigham.  while  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  one  condemning 
it.     I  cannot  assert  that  there  are  none  such. 
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And  the  name  of  President  Jackson  recalls  an  instance  of  pertinent 
history.  After  the  battle  of  Xew  Orleans  and  while  the  fact  that  the 
treaty  of  peace  had  been  concluded  was  well  known  in  the  city,  bat) 
before  official  knowledge  of  it  had  arrived,  General  Jackson  still  main- 
tained martial  or  mihtary  law.  Now  that  it  could  be  said  the  war  was 
over  the  clamor  against  martial  law  which  bad  existed  from  the  very 
first  grew  more  furious.  Among  other  things  a  Mr.  Louaillier  published 
a  denunciatory  newspaper  article.  General  Jackson  arrested  him.  A 
lawyer  by  the  name  of  Morel  procured  the  U.  S.  judge  (Hall)  to  order  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  relieve  Mr.  Louaillier.  General  Jackson 
arrested  both  the  lawyer  and  the  Judge.  A  Mr.  Hollander  ventured 
to  say  of  some  part  of  the  matter  that  "  it  was  a  dirty  trick."  (leneral 
Jackson  arrested  him.  When  the  officer  undertook  to  serve  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  General  Jackson  took  it  from  him  and  sent  him  away 
with  a  copy.  Holding  the  judge  in  custody  a  few  days  the  general 
sent  him  beyond  the  limits  of  his  encampment  and  set  him  at  liberty 
with  an  order  to  remain  till  the  ratification  of  peace  should  be  regu- 
larly announced  or  until  the  British  should  have  left  the  southern  coast. 
A  day  or  two  more  elapsed,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
regularly  announced,  and  the  judge  and  the  others  were  fully  liberated. 
A  few  days  more  and  the  judge  called  General  .Jackson  into  court  and 
fined  him  $1,000  for  having  arrested  him  and  the  others  named.  The 
general  paid  the  tine,  and  there  the  matter  rested  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  when  Congress  refunded  principal  and  interest.  The  late  Senator 
Douglas,  then  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  debates  in  which  the  constitutional  question  was  much  discussed. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  show  who  the  journals  would  show  voted  for  the 
measure. 

It  may  be  remarked:  First,  that  we  had  the  same  Constitution  then 
as  now;  secondly,  that  we  then  had  a  case  of  invasion,  and  now  we 
have  a  case  of  rebellion;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  permanent  right  of  the 
people  to  public  discussion,  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the 
trial  by  jury,  the  law  of  evidence  and  the  habeas  corpus  suflered  no 
detriment  whatever  by  that  conduct  of  (ieneral  Jackson  or  its  subse- 
quent approval  by  the  American  Congress. 

And  yet  let  me  say  that  in  my  own  discretion  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  would  have  ordered  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Vallandighanj.  While  I  cannot 
shift  the  responsibility  from  myself  I  hold  that  as  a  general  rule  the 
commander  in  the  field  is  the  better  judge  of  the  necessity  in  any  par- 
ticular case.  Of  course  I  must  practice  a  general  directory  and  revisory 
power  in  the  matter. 

One  of  the  resolutions  expressed  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  that 
arbitrary  arrests  will  have  the  efiect  to  divide  and  distract  those  who 
should  be  united  in  suppressing  the  rebellion  and  1  am  specifically 
called  on  to  discharge  Mr.  Vallandigham.  I  regard  this  as  at  least  a 
fair  ap])eal  to  me  on  the  exi)ediency  of  exercising  a  constitutional 
l)ower  which  I  think  exists.  In  resp(mse  to  such  appeal  1  have  to  say 
it  gave  me  pain  when  I  learned  that  IMr.  Vallandigham  had  been 
arrested — that  is,  I  was  pained  that  there  should  have  seemed  to  be  a 
necessity  for  arresting  him — and  that  it  will  atibrd  me  great  pleasure 
to  discharge  him  as  soon  as  I  can  by  any  means  believe  the  public 
safety  will  not  sutler  by  it. 

I  further  say  that  as  the  war  progresses  it  appears  to  me  opinion 
and  action  which  were  in  great  confusion  at  first  take  shape  and  fall 
into  more  regular  channels  so  that  the  necessity  for  strong  dealing 
with  them  gradually  decreases.  I  have  every  reason  to  desire  that  it 
should  cease  altogether,  and  far  from  the  least  is  my  regard  for  the 
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opinions  unci  wishes  of  those  who,  like  the  meeting  at  Albany,  declare 
their  jjurpose  to  sustain  the  (ioveriiiueiit  in  every  (.onstitutioiial  and 
lawl'iil  measure  to  suppress  the  rebellion.  Still  I  must  coutiuue  to  do 
so  much  as  may  seem  to  be  required  by  the  public  safety. 

A.  LOCOLN. 

Office  CoimissakyGeneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Wa.shinyton,  1>.  (,'.,  June  l:J,  ISfJo. 
Nathaniel  Wilson,  Esq., 

As-sixtant  Dintrivt  Attorney,  Washington,  I).  C.  : 
SiE:  I  am  iufoimed  throuy;h  the  Navy  Department  that  8175  in  gold, 
U.  S.  notes,  and  Southeia  money  taken  from  the  Kev.  J.  P.  B.  Wilmer 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest  was  placed  in  your  hands  by  Commodore  Har- 
wood,  r.  S.  Navy.  You  are  aware  that  Reverend  ^Mr.  \Mlmer  was 
recently  released  and  sent  to  Richmond.  He  now  asks  for  the  return 
of  this  money  to  him  as  his  private  property,  and  if  it  is  consistent  with 
what  is  proper  in  such  cases  to  grant  his  request  I  respectfully  desire 
that  you  will  inclose  the  money  to  me  to  be  forwarded  through  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Ludlow,  agent  for  exchange  of  prisoners.  It  is  usual  to 
take  from  all  prisoners  any  money  in  their  possession  at  the  time  of 
their  being  placed  in  confinement  and  to  return  it  to  them  when 
released,  unless  the  amount  is  such  as  to  show  that  it  was  intended  for 
other  than  private  uses. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Military  Comander, 

Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  June  12.  1S63. 
Hon.  F.  H.  Peirpoint,  Governor  of  Virginia: 

Sir:  During  the  excitement  attending  the  late  raid  I  shipped  all  the 
prisoners  then  in  the  Atheneum  to  Camp  Chase.  Among  them  were 
the  hostages  for  Trahern,  from  Barbour  County.  They  petition  to  be 
returned  to  Wheeling  as  their  health  is  not  so  good  at  Camp  Chase, 
one  of  the  number,  Samuel  Elliott,  having  lately  died.  Shall  1  send 
for  them  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

JOS.  DARR.  Jr., 
Major  and  Military  Commander. 

[Indorsement.) 

I  have  no  objection.  There  are  two  or  three  of  them  that  may  go 
home  now;  we  have  better  hostages.  Don't  tell  them  this  until  I  see 
who  they  are. 

F.  II.  P. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  12,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  U.  Ltdlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Colonel:  Vour  letter  of  the  10th  is  received.*    Of  course  we  are 
bound  only  by  what  you  agree  to,  and  that  is  why  I  wish  to  receive 


•See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  771. 
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Mr.  Quid's  declaration  with  your  comments  on  it  that  I  may  know  what 
prisoners  ijaroled  or  held  by  us  have  been  exchanged.  If  the  Confed- 
erate War  Department  has  published  a  false  declaiation,  one  wliioh  is 
not  in  accordance  with  your  understanding  with  Mr.  Ould,  it  is  a  breach 
of  the  cartel  which  l'  think  requires  your  immediate  notice.  The 
declaration  which  I  saw  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Burgett,  who  claimed 
that  by  it  he  was  exchanged.  As  I  remember  its  bearings  it  assumes 
what  they  have  so  long  been  striving  to  accomplish,  viz,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment recognizes  that  citizens  may  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  and  transfer  it  to  the  rebel  Confederacy,  and  if  their 
position  is  not  contradicted  they  will  assert  that  our  silence  gives 
authority  to  their  assumption.  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  ilr.  Quid's 
declaration  with  your  corrections. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HQFFMAX. 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Comnti.ssdry-Gcntral  of  Prisoners. 


KlciiMOND,  Va.,  June  1:2,  1S63, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow,  Ar/ent  «/  Excliange : 

Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  relation  to  retalia- 
tion.* I  thought  you  had  seen  it  in  the  papers  transmitted  to  you 
otherwise  I  would  have  sent  it.  I  take  it  lor  granted  that  the  Confed- 
erate autht)rities  i>ropose  to  carry  out  a  resolution  solemnly  passed  by 
them.  I  have  not  asked  them  whether  they  intend  to  do  so  and  I  do 
not  think  1  will  ever  be  so  inconsiderate  as  to  make  any  such  inquiry. 
1  have  thus  frankly  given  my  view  as  to  tliis  matter,  and  1  beg  leave 
to  ask  you  in  return  whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  your  (jovernment  to 
execute  its  conscription  act,  and  further  how  many  men  will  be  raised 
under  its  provisions'  1  feel  so  deep  a  personal  interest  in  that  subject 
that  I  hope  I  have  not  transgressed  any  propriety  in  propounding  the 
inquiry  after  the  example  you  have  set  me. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RQ.  QULD, 
A</cnt  tor  Exchanije. 


Confederate  States  of  Ameripa,  War  Departjient, 

Kiehmond,  Va.,  June  i;',  1>^6S. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Ayent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  You  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  my ''proposition  to  have 
the  releases  from  paroles  and  oaths  cover  other  than  i)arties  delivered 
at  City  Point"  was  made  after  I  had  published  Notice  Xo.  .">.  It  was 
made  before  that  date  (ALiy  11)  and  alter  a  full  and  deliberate  discus- 
sion between  us.  You  hesitated  at  first,  but  when  1  assured  you  it  only 
extended  to  cases  of  parties  who  were  allowed  to  leave  your  territory 
and  come  to  us  whether  by  City  Point  or  otherwise,  you  assented  to 
it  in  distinct  and  une(|uivocal  terms.  The  same  provision  in  iiriuciple 
was  incorporated  in  Exchange  Notice  No.  4,  January  13,  1SI13.  ^'ou 
recognized  the  same  principle  in  numerous  exchanges  made  after  that 
date  and  before  May  11,  LS03. 

1  have  now  given  the  notice  in  good  faith.  Y'ou  can  stop  its  apiili- 
cation  after  May  0  if  you  choose  to  do  so.  I  cannot  agree  that  you 
shall  nullify  the  notice  already  given.     All  persons  cndjraced  in  it  are 

"  Seii  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  940. 
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entirely  free  from  any  obligations  made  by  them.  It  was  so  distinctly 
agreed  upon  between  us  that  there  can  be  no  mistake  about  it.  Noth- 
ing will  make  me  consent  that  such  men  shall  be  put  under  any  ban  or 
disability  by  reason  of  any  action  of  theirs  performed  on  the  taith  of 
this  notice.'  You  can  have  your  veto  as  to  the  future  but  not  as  to  the 
]iast.  if  any  penalties  are  visited  upon  them  it  becomes  the  solemn 
duty  of  the  Confederate  Government  to  throw  every  protection  in  its 
power  around  them.  I  am  sure  it  will  do  so. 
licspectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

CONFEDEEATE   STATES   OF   AJEEEICA,  WAR  DEPABTMENT. 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  12,  1SG3. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange:  • 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  General  Orders,  No.  11.  in 
the  case  of  Captain  Webster.*  It  is  true  it  is  not  printed,  but  yet  it  is 
of  equal  value  with  your  General  Orders,  No.  .54.1  The  printed  copies 
have  become  exhausted  save  one  which  is  now  kept  in  the  ]>roper 
department. 

As  yim  only  send  me  a  copy  of  your  general  order  when  1  asked  for 
the  record  I  take  it  for  granted  you  mean  the  general  order  when  yoa 
demand  the  record. 

I  do  not  know,  however,  that  it  was  necessary  for  you  to  send  the 
record,  as  the  general  order  coutirms  everything  in  relation  to  the 
charge  against  the  unfortunate  man,  which  1  have  heretofore  stated  in 
my  communications  to  you. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OL'LD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  June  12,  1S63 
Lieut.  Col.  William  11.  Lxidlow,  A(jent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  I  will  make  every  endeavor  to  have  full  and  accurate  lists  made 
of  your  dead.  I  hope  to  send  such  lists  to  you  in  a  short  time.  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  the  lists  you  have  sent  me.  It  enables  me  to  answer 
many  mournful  inquiries. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  12, 1SG3. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  U.  LtrnLow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  will  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  look  over  my 
letters  of  the  oth  ins'tantj  and  answer  the  inquiries  made  therein.  I 
believe  you  have  an.swered  only  one — that  in  relation  to  the  delivery 
of  exchanged  olhcers.  There  are  others  of  equal  import  to  which  I 
would  like  to  have  your  response. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  EO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 

•  Not  found. 

t  Of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio.     Embodied  in  War  Department,  A.  G.  O.,  G.  C, 
No.  114,  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  556. 
{ See  VoL  V,  this  series,  p.  744. 
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CONEEDERATE  STATES  OF  AJEEEICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  13,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  WiLLiAJi  n.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  Doctor  Rucker  is  prosecuted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  offenses 
against  her  laws  for  which  he  had  no  warrant  in  your  own  military  law 
to  commit.  If  you  have  any  officer  of  tlie  Confederate  States  in  any 
such  position,  even  though  he  may  have  been  declared  exchanged  by 
our  general  agreements,  I  cannot  complain  of  his  retention. 

With  this  proper  limitation  extending  to  only  one  case  I  am  ready  at 
any  moment  to  deliver  you  every  officer  or  man  whom  we  liave  declared 
exchanged.  I  do  not  believe  there  are  any  such  in  our  prisons.  [ 
have,  however,  caused  diligent  search  to  be  made,  and  if  any  such  are 
discovered  they  will  be  promptly  delivered  to  you. 

I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  have  all  our  exchanged  officers  and  men 
sent  to  City  Point  immediately.  You  will  find  there  any  of  the  same 
class  whom  I  can  discover.  I  will  be  thankful  to  you  for  any  names 
which  you  may  be  able  to  furnish.  Spencer  Kellogg's  case  is  already 
under  inquii-y. 

With  the  limitation  as  to  Doctor  Rucker  I  am  entirely  agreed  to  release 
unconditionally  all  surgeons.     I  agree  with   you   that  the  cause  of 
humanity  demands  it  unless,  indeed,  it  is  shown  that  the  surgeon  has 
committed  offenses  which  prove  him  to  be  a  savage  and  a  beast. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  •^'  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


C.ENERAL  Orders,  \        Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  99.  \  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  1:',  1S63. 

I.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department  all 
rebel  otticers  prisoners  in  this  department  will  be  sent  immediately 
under  proper  guard  by  the  commanding  officer  having  them  in  charge 
to  Johnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  tliey  will  be  strictly 
confined.  The  ([uartermaster's  department  will  provide  the  necessary 
transportation,  including  transportation  for  return  of  guard. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Burnside: 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

.1  ssistan t  Ailju ta n t- (icnera I. 


Springfield.  III.,  June  n,  1SH3. 
A.  Lincoln,  President: 
Stand  tirm  in  the  Vallandigham  case.     The  country  will  sustain  vou. 

W.M.   IJUTLKlt. 
KtCllD.  YATES. 
().  :\I.  HATCH. 
.1  ESSE  K.  DUBOIS. 

Headquarters  DEPART>rENT  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  13,  1^63. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  9th  instant,*  and  beg  leave  to  re(ily  that  tlie  order 

■  See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  [p.  766. 


14  prismners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

spoken  of  was  issued  without  a  knowledge  of  the  circular  from  your 
otlice  and  lias  sinci»  bi*eii  rescinded. 

N'ery  lespectt'uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Office  CommissarvGeneral  op  Prisoners, 

Wasliintjton,  D.  C,  June  13,  18<i3. 
Hon.  Edwin  .M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  list*  of  prisoners  of  war 
at  the  (Jld  Capitol  who  are  desirous  of  being  released  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Many  of  these  men  had  expressed  the  desire  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  before  the  recent  order  prohibiting  the  discharge 
of  i)risoiiers  on  such  terms,  and  as  it  appears  by  this  means  brought 
upon  themselves  the  enmity  of  other  rebel  prisoners  which  would  per- 
haps jeopardize  their  lives  if  they  should  n<iw  he  delivered  for  exchange 
with  those  prisoners.  I'nder  the  circumstances  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  they  be  sent  to  Philadel[iliia  to  be  releaseil  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  with  the  further  condition  that  they  will  not 
return  south  of  Philadelphia  during  the  war  unless  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFF.MAX. 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  DEPARTiiENT,  June  IS,  1S63. 

Approved. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CA^'BY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


InspectorCiENERAl's  Office,  June  13,  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  Roman,  Inspector-General: 

Colonel:  In  acconlance  with  your  instructions  I  yestenlay  visited 
the  Jail.  I  made  examination  into  the  condition  of  the  prisoners,  an<l 
as  usiuU  received  from  many  of  them  the  most  urgent  appeals  to  lay 
their  cases  betbre  the  higher  authorities.  Betbre  entering  into  these 
p;irticulars  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  some  general  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  this  establishment.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
organization  is  defective;  that  there  is  a  lack  of  discipline  and  of  reuu- 
l.irity.  and  that  alfogcriier  the  Jail  is  not  well  conductetl.  This  is 
(lonbth-ss  partly  owing  to  the  snmll  staff  of  Jail  othcers.  .Mr.  .Milligan, 
the  jiiilor.  informs  me  riiat  he  is  the  only  white  person  there,  and  it 
strikes  me  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  man  to  look  properly  after  lnii 
prisoners.  I  lieiirve  this  .Mr.  .Milligan  to  be  a  kind  man  toward  the 
l)risoners,  Ijut  witli  the  best  intentions  I  do  not  see  how  he  eau  do 
justice  to  all. 

I  notice  that  there  is  no  division  among  the  different  classes  of  pris- 
oners, except  a  lew  under  senteiu-e  of  death,  who  are  separately  con- 
tined.    Coniederatesand  Federals  associate  and  converse  promiscuously 

"  Omitted. 
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together  in  the  wards.  The  villain  and  perhaps  the  merely  misguided 
are  thus  thrown  in  contact  and  freely  interchange  ideas  and  sentiments, 
which  cannot  result  in  good. 

The  cooking  seems  to  be  carried  on  in  the  worst  possible  manner. 
Odd  pots  and  pans  belonging  to  prisoners  or  lent  by  friends  from  oat- 
side  seem  to  be  the  principal  culinary  utensils.  You  have  already 
reported  this  matter,  and  I  have  also  done  so. 

Again,  on  entering  the  wards  one  is  surrounded  by  a  clamorous,  half- 
clothed,  motley  crew,  all  anxious  to  solicit  one's  attention  for  a  moment. 
If  reliance  can  be  placed  on  some  of  their  statements— and  I  see  no 
reason  why  there  should  not— some  of  them  are  certainly  unfairly 
treated.  1  record  the  names  of  some  of  these,  and  would  suggest  that 
stejis  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

JlcDonel,  a  Federal  prisoner,  captured  ou  Folly  Island  by  Colonel 
Dargans  command  on  or  about  the  11th  of  April,  is  still  ju  Jail.  This 
man  was  taken  in  ai  ras  when  a  picket  and  in  an  affair  of  ()uti)0sts.  I 
cannot  iierccive  the  justice  that  retains  this  man  in  jail. 

Two  Federal  deserters,  William  May  and  William  Robinson,  whose 
cases  were  examined  into  and  reported  on  by  our  department  s(j  far 
back  as  the  I'.Hh  of  May,  are  still  in  the  jail. 

(t.  W\  Tripp  and  (I.Williams,  two  Federal  paroled  deserters,  for- 
warded here  under  passes  from  Brigadier-General  Slaughter,  whose 
cases  were  also  examined  into  and  reported  on  the  '2'M  of  3Iay,  are  still 
in  the  jail.  This  department  recommended  that  they  should  be  kejit  in 
jail  and  forwarded  by  first  opportunity  to  Nassau,  but  several  steamers 
have  left  since  then. 

John  Cahill,  a  Federal  prisoner,  captured  at  Georgetown,  is  also  in 
the  jail. 

James  Parton,  a  man  who  deserted  from  the  First  South  Carolina 
Infantry,  at  Fort  Moultrie,  about  a  fortnight  ago.  is  in  continement.  He 
tells  me  he  left  his  clothes  at  Battery  Bee;  he  is  now  nearly  ragged. 
lie  is  one  of  many  cases  in  which  company  commanders  seem  to  forget 
the  prisoners  absent  from  their  regiments. 

An  extract  from  your  report  on  the  same  subject,  dated  April  l'I, 
1SG3,  concisely  lays  down  what  I  wish  to  report  and  recommend: 

Many  of  the  prisoners  liave  no  blankets,  no  i-lothing,  no  shoes.  They  seem  to  he 
entirely  forfjotten  hy  their  company  commanders;  so  much  so  that  some  of  them 
have  been  continod  for  months  without  trial.  I  would  sussest  as  a  rule  hereafter 
that  no  private  be  sent  to  jail  by  the  |irovost-marshal  without  havinj;  been  tirst 
providt-il  with  his  beildinjj  and  clothes.  Company  c'ommandeis  must  see  to  that. 
They  must  not  for'j;et  their  meu  because  they  are  prisoners,  and  they  should  ii^t 
delay  the  forwarding  ot   their  rhara;es. 

For  instance.  B.  Donelly,  of  Ferguson's  battery,  is  destitute  of  cloth- 
ing. W^illiam  Kenny  says  he  has  jileuty  of  clothes  on  boanl  thi'  I'al- 
metto  State;  is  in  the  same  position. 

I  could  enumerate  many  more  cases  of  hardship  if  it  were  necessary, 
but  I  think  this  will  be  >nlficiciit.  I  would  suggest  that  this  matter 
be  looked  into;  that  regular  disci[)line  be  enforced;  that  the  airanue- 
ments  for  cooking  be  placeil  on  a  ditierent  method;  that  rules  and 
regulations  be  laid  down  for  the  reception  and  dismissal  of  prisoners, 
and  that  the  administration  of  justice  be  conducted  on  more  speedy 
methods  than  apparently  now  exist. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.   WFMYSS  FEILDKN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Inspector- Gcwnd. 
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CoLUlTBUS,  Ohio,  June  11,  1S63. 
The  Peesident  of  the  United  States: 

Allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  yoii  will  treat  the  Vallaiuligham 
committee  about  to  call  upon  you  with  the  contempt  they  richly  merit. 
The  \'allanilii;ham  faction  will  be  annihilated  at  our  coming  election. 

DAVID  TOD, 

Governor. 


riEADOrARTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  11,  1S63. 
Col.  WiLLlA3r  Hoffman,  Commissarij-dtntral  of  Pyi-soiurs : 

Colonel:  I  inclose  to  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  letter  to 
Mr.  Ould;  also  one  of  his  notices.*  It  only  remains  for  us  to  abide  by 
the  clear  constructiou  as  given  in  my  letter  and  to  treat  prisoners  in 
accordance  with  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

w:m.  n.  LUDLOW, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aijent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


JrNTl  16,  186.3. 
Paragraph  8  should  be  confined  to  civilians  delivered  at  City  Point  or 
otherwise  specially  declared  exchanged  or  released  and  delivered  at 
other  points  across  the  lines. 

n.  W.  HALLECK, 

(ieneral-in-Chief. 

[Indosure.] 

nEADOUARTERS    DEPART:\rENT   OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fnrt  Monroe,  June  10,  1S(!3. 
Hon.  Robert  Ofld,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

•Sir:  Section  Xo.  S  in  your  declarations  of  exchanges  dated  Pioh- 
mond,  Jlay  11,  1S63,  antl  marked  ■•  Exchange  Xotice  Xo.  .">,''  should  be 
c(5ntined  to  civilians  delivered  at  City  Point  or  otherwise  specially 
declared  exchanged. 

Your  proposition  (made  after  you  had  published  your  notice  i  to  have 
the  releases  from  paroles  and  oaths  cover  other  than  parties  delivered 
at  City  Point  has  been  submitted  to  our  authorities  and  has  been 
declined. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully.  ..^c, 

WM.  n.  LUDLOW, 
Li'Utei>i(nt-Colonel  n)i<l  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Heahv'' vRTKus  DEPART:vrENT  OF  Virginia, 

Fort  ^[onroe,  June  II.  iS''.?. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  fonrn'ssury-drneral  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  Since  writing  to  you  rhis  morning  1  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Ould  in  refereine  to  my  protest  against  the  sec- 
tion 8,  of  his  Exchange  Notice  yi>.  ".  in  wliicli  lie  says  that  it  was  nuly 

"Si'e  ExchuQLje  Ni.>t:i  i.-  N''..'v  V  "1.  \'.  this  ^orii'S.  p.  94'J. 
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intended  to  apply  to  cases  of  parties  who  had  been  allowed  to  pass 
through  our  lines  whether  by  City  Point  or  otherwise.*  Please  ask 
the  General-in-Chief  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  permit  and  accede  to 
this  interpretation  of  the  notice.  If  so,  I  will  compel  Mr.  Ould  to  so 
publish  it  in  the  Confederate  papers  in  correction  or  explanation  of 
his  notice.  There  are  many  cases  of  our  own  citizens  who  have  been 
captured  and  compelled  to  give  some  parole  to  the  Confederates,  and 
who  have  siuce  giving  it  been  sent  through  into  our  lines  at  other 
places  than  City  Point,  and  who  hold  themselves  obligated  by  it.  I 
have  several  such  cases  before  me  now.  There  seems  to  be  no  princi- 
ple involved  in  it  liable  to  objection  on  our  part  and  perhaps  the  num- 
ber of  cases  on  each  side  are  about  equal. 
Yours,  verv  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  LFDLOW, 
Lkutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchanije  of  Friaoners. 


HEAD(iUARTER.S    DEPARTMENT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  14,  ib'Oo. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exehange  of  Prisoners: 

tiiR:  I  assure  you  that  you  have  not  transgressed  any  propriety  in 
your  questions  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  United  States  Government  to 
execute  its  conscription  act  and  as  to  the  number  of  men  who  will  be 
raised  under  its  provisions.  I  have  the  honor  ro  inform  you  in  reply 
that  the  conscription  act  is  now  being  executeil  and  that  a  sufficient 
iiuinber  of  men  will  be  raised  under  its  provisions  to  biiiig  tliis  war  to 
a  speedy  and  successful  conclusion. 

My  object  ill  requesting  from  you  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Cdiifedcrate 
Congress  and  information  as  to  intentions  to  execute  it  was  to  know 
officially  what  disposition  under  the  act  was  proposed  to  be  made  of 
officers  and  men  captured  in  arms  and  who  had  been  duly  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  Cnited  States,  and  also  that  the  issues  thereby 
presented  could  be  fully  understood  and  promptly  met. 

Sections  4,  ."i,  ti,  and  7  of  this  act  propose  a  gross  and  inexcusable 
breach  of  the  cartel  both  in  letter  and  spirit.  Cpnn  refeieiice  to  the 
cartel  you  will  find  no  mention  whatever  of  what  was  to  be  the  color  of 
prisoners  of  war.  It  was  unnecessary  to  make  any  such  mention,  for 
before  the  establishment  of  this  cartel  and  before  one  single  negro  or 
mulatto  was  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  yi)U  had  them  organized 
in  arms  in  Louisiana.  You  had  Indians  and  half  breed  negroes  and 
Indians  organized  in  arms  under  Albert  I'ike,  in  Arkansas.  Suli- 
sequently  negroes  were  captured  on  the  battle-field  at  Aiitietam  and 
delivered  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Aiken"s  Landing  to  the  Confederate 
auth<irities.  and  receipted  tor  and  counted  in  exchange.  And  more 
recently  the  Confederate  legislature  of  TeiiiK'ssce  have  passed  an  act 
forcing  into  their  military  service  ( I  (]uote  literally;  all  male  free  pi-rsmis 
of  color  between  the  ages  of  tiftei-n  and  tifty,  or  such  number  as  may 
be  necessary,  who  may  be  sound  in  body  and  capable  of  actual  service; 
and  they  further  enai-ted  that  in  the  event  a  sufficient  iiamber  of  tine 
l)ersons  of  color  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  State  shall  not  tender  tlieir 
services,  then  the  Governor  is  empowered  through  the  sheriffs  of  differ- 
ent counties  to  impress  such  persons  until  the  reipiired  nnmljer  is 
oljtained. 

'  See  June  12,  besjinninir  '■  You  lire  mistaken,"  p.  II. 
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But  it  is  needless  to  argue  the  question.  You  have  not  a  foot  of 
ground  to  stand  upon  in  maliing  the  proposed  discrimination  among 
our  captured  officers  and  men.  I  protest  against  it  as  a  violation  of 
the  cartel,  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  and  of  your  own  practices 
under  them. 

Passing  events  will  clearly  show  the  impracticability  in  executing 
the  act  referred  to.  In  case,  however,  the  attenii>t  be  made  to  execute 
it  I  now  give  you  formal  notice  that  the  United  .States  Government 
will  throw  its  protection  around  all  its  officers  and  men  without  regard 
to  color,  and  will  promptly  retaliate  for  all  cases  violating  the  cartel  or 
the  laws  and  usages  of  war. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  I)E^ART■^IE^'T  of  Virginia, 

Fort  .][onroe,  June  II,  1SC3. 
ITon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisqners  : 

Sir:  General  Orders,  Xo.  100,  is  considered  as  having  gone  into  effect 
from  the  date  of  its  communication  to  you  on  the  2.jd  of  May  last,  and 
is  of  course  mutually  binding. 

1  am.  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


DEADQUARTERS    DEPART:tfENT   OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  14,  l-^iSS. 
rion.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange: 

Sir:  Doctor  Green  will  be  retained  as  a  hostage  for  Doctor  Rucker. 
All  other  surgeons  in  our  custody  -three  or  four  now  lieing  here)  will 
be  released  and  delivered  to  you  on  the  release  and  delivery  to  me  of 
all  you  hold,  except  Doctor  Rucker. 

Do  you  agree  to  this,  with  the  additional  understanding  that  the 
detentions  of  surgeons  shall  be  contined  to  these  two  ? 

Please  inform  me  when  Spencer  Kellogg  and  other  of  our  officers 
declared  exchanged  will  be  delivered  at  City  Point,  in  order  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  for  sending  up  such  of  your  exchanged 
officers  as  are  at  Fort  Norfolk  awaiting  delivery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
T.ieati  annt-Coloni  I  uiul   A'ltnt  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


AlUNGnON,  Va.,  June  11,  ISH'^. 
Don. -Tames  A.  Skdoon.  S.,ftanj  nf  War: 

Dear  Sir:  I  V)eg  the  i.wKV  df  your  attention  for  a  moment.  In  the 
Richmond  Encjuire'r  nf  the  lltli  instant  I  noticed  a  statement  of  the 
arrestof  Dr.  Jolin  A.  Hannah.  1..  Dudley  Wilson,  and  Presley  A.  Howard, 
citizens  of  Montgomery  t'oun  ty.  Ky..  on  the  charge  of  using  treasonable 
language.  \-c.  Ho)iing  it  miLiht  all  be  a  mistake,  as  I  was  certain  the 
charge'mnst  be.  but  fearful  >>(  tlir  n  nth  of  the  arrest,  I  am  prompted 
by  feelings  of  disiuicrestcd   liuiid.-hip   tu  bear  my  testimony  as  an 
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acquaintance  of  those  gentlemen  to  their  staunch  devotion  to  our  cause, 
known  and  read  of  all  Kentuckians  as  ultra  and  uncompromising  rebels. 
While  our  armies  occupied  Kentucky  last  fall  no  ni.ui  was  more  active 
or  zealous  in  our  cause  than  Doctor  Hannah.  General  .Marshall  and 
staff  dined  with  him  while  stationed  at  Mount  Sterling.  Mr.  Howard  is 
personally  known  to  a  great  number  of  Kentuckians  here  in  this  brigade 
and  has  perhaps  done  as  much  or  more  for  us  than  any  man  iu  ^lont- 
gomery  County,  Ky.  With  'Sir.  Wilson's  politics  I  am  not  so  well 
acquainted,  Imt  he  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  our  friend  and  his 
asaociatioa  with  those  other  gentlemen  1  consider  good  evidence  of  it. 

With  the  mission  of  these  gentlemen  to  the  South  I  have  no  sympa- 
thy, as  I  understand  they  come  to  intercede  (either  from  motives  of 
friendship  or  interrst)  iu  Ixduilf  of  Capt.  Samuel  McKee,  L'.  S.  Army, 
who  is  understood  to  be  under  sentence  of  death  at  Riciimond.  How- 
ever, this  does  not  alter  the  p(ditics  of  these  gentlemen  who  are  kuown 
to  be  true  to  us  and  whose  misfortune  we  all  regret.  -Tudge  Moore, 
Member  of  Congress  from  Kentucky,  I  know  is  iutimattdy  acquainted 
with  them,  a  resident  of  Mount  Sterling  himself,  and  I  sui)[)o.se  that 
(iovernor  Hawes  and  Colonel  Simms  and  others  of  the  Kentuckians  of 
prominence  and  undoubted  loyalty  are  also  ac(|nainted  with  one  or 
more  of  the  i)arties.  I  know  that  General  Marsliall  is  ac(iuaintcd  with 
Doctor  Hannah  and  Mr.  Howard,  and  I  should  not  think  it  necessary 
to  say  a  wonl  but  from  the  fact  that  Congress  has  adjourned  and  that 
none  of  the  gentlemen  above  named  I  suppose  are  iu  llichmond.  From 
this  (General  Preston's)  brigade  any  amount  of  testimony  I  doubt  not 
could  be  produced  as  to  the  fidelity  (^f  these  gentlemen  to  our  cause. 
If  any  suspicion  has  ever  been  cast  upon  it  I  am  ignorant  thereof  As 
to  my  own  right  to  speak  in  their  behalf  I  have  nothing  to  recommend 
me  but  my  own  devotion  to  our  great  and  good  cause,  iu  whose  service 
I  have  been  humbly  laboring  for  sixteen  months,  first  as  a  i)rivate, 
recently  as  assistant  adjutant-general  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  ^Marshall. 

Hoping  that  no  ditliculty  may  be  experienced  by  those  gentlemen  in 
clearing  themsch  es  from  all  suspicion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  O.  GL'ERRAXT. 

P.  S. — I  resided,  when  at  home,  at  Sharpsburg,  Ky.,  in  twelve  miles 
of  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  the  place  of  Doctor  Hannah  and  -Air.  AVilson's 
residence.    They  will  remember  me  as  a  sou  of  Doctor  (iuerrant. 

E.  O.  G. 

[rna.n-.cmei.t.l 

They  have  been  discharged. 


UEAIXjrARTEK.S    DISTRICT    OF    INDIANA    A.\T)    MlCIIKiVX, 

Iniliaiiapoli.s,  June  l.'j,  Ibiio. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commi.ssanj-Gcneral  of  I'risoners,  Wnshiin/toH,  D.  ('.  ; 
Colonel:  Your  favor  of  the  11th  instant  is  at  hand.  The  trouble 
about  Camp  Morton  as  a  depot  for  rebel  [)risouers  is  twofold.  In  the 
first  place  the  situation  of  affairs  iu  this  State  is  such  that  all  the  troops 
may  be  required  any  day,  as  part  are  all  the  time,  in  various  localities 
to  put  down  resistance  of  men  organized  and  armed  against  the  con- 
scription. In  the  second  place,  should  there  be  an  extensive  insurrec- 
tion the  insurrectionists  would  seek  to  free  and  arm  the  rebel  prisoners. 
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This  I  hardly  anticipate,  but  the  presence  of  any  considerable  number 
of  prisouer.s  causes  uneasiness  in  the  public  mind  if  it  does  not  actually 
give  a  sense  of  strength  to  the  possibilities  of  insurrection.  Before  I 
sent  away  tlie  last  lot  a  number  of  suspicious  individuals  were  trying 
to  communicate  with  them  and  Governor  Morton  considered  their  fur- 
ther detention  here  as  unsafe.  If  the  necessity  arises  for  sending  more 
to  this  place  of  course  j'ou  may  rely  upon  my  taking  care  of  them,  but 
it  is  due  to  myself  and  to  the  interests  of  the  service  that  I  should 
inform  yon  of  the  state  of  things. 

i  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquaetees  Fort  Delawaee,  June  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  A.  Hammond,  Surgeon- General: 

Four  thousand  rebel  prisoners  here.    Too  many  sick  for  two  acting 
assistant  surgeons.     Please  send  one  or  two  more. 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Extracts  from  a  report  of  inspection  of  Fort  Xorfolh,  Va.,  June  15, 1863, 
by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E,  Barnes,  medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army. 

Clothing  of  prisoners  dirty  and  worn.  ♦  »  #  The  overcrowding 
(if  the  prison  cannot  be  controlled  by  the  immediate  commander.  If 
a  number  of  prisoners  arrive  it  must  hold  them,  whether  100  or  500,  and 
the  risk  of  thus  developing  a  contagious  epidemic  proportionably 
increases  with  the  advance  of  the  season. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  15,  1863. 
Capt.  !Sr.  W.  Edwards, 

Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Springfield,  III.: 
Captain:  I  am  directed  by  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  to 
say  in  reply  to  your  communication  of  June  S,  1863,*  that  the  scale  of 
rations  giving  live  pounds  of  green  or  four  pounds  of  ground  cotfee  to 
loo  rations  was  intended  for  the  prisoners  of  war.  A  subsequent 
schedule  was  made  for  part)led  troops  of  our  own  army,  giving  them 
nine  pounds  of  green  or  seven  pounds  of  ground  to  the  100  rations, 
which  scales  will  be  adhered  to  unless  the  commanding  officer  should 
tiud  that  the  allowance  is  not  sufficient,  in  which  case  he  should  report 
the  fact  to  this  office.  Not  having  t<i  make  any  returns  of  the  prison 
fund  to  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  and  the  disbursing  of  it  being  entirely 
under  his  discretion,  the  extra-service  pay  will  be  allowed  as  Iiereto- 
fore.  Inclosed  please  find  extract  from  act  of  Congress  returned  as 
requested. 

"\'er\'  respeetfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  RARTZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

'  See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  762. 
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Office  Commissaby-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  David  Hunter, 

Commandiyig  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Read,  S.  C. : 

General:  The  followiiifr  are  extracts  from  a  letter  some  days  siiue 
addressed  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  agent  for  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, in  relation  to  paroling  of  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Confederate  commissioner  as  the  rule  which  will  govern  the  V.  S.  armies 
in  the  field: 

I  inclose  herewith  General  Orders,  Nos.  49  and  100,  current  series,  anuoiiiu'ing 
rt'j,'uiations  and  instructions  for  the  government  of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  the  Held  in  the 
matter  of  paroles.  These,  together  -with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel,  will  y:overu 
our  army.  Hy  the  cartel  all  prisoners  of  war  are  to  be  delivered  at  certain  named 
]>lacr8,  there  to  be  exchanged  or  paroled,  and  all  paroles  exacted  or  accepted  l>y  the 
enemy  from  our  troops  in  violation  of  its  stipulations,  except  in  the  case  prnvideil 
lor  by  the  cartel,  are  null  and  void,  aud  troops  so  paroled  will  be  ordered  to  duty  as 
if  no  parole  had  lieen  given.  Otiicers  or  soldiers  who  give  paroles  in  violation  of 
tieneral  <  )rders,  No.  49,  commit  an  offense  for  which  they  are  liable  to  trial  by  a 
court-martial;  but  the  enemy  have,  nevertheless,  no  right  to  claim  that  the  parole 
is  binding.  ♦  -  -  Orders  will  be  immediately  issue<l  fnuii  commanders  to  permit 
no  paroles  to  be  taken  from  the  enemy  except  as  provided  for  by  the  cartel,  aud  all 
paroles  now  in  force  not  so  taken  wiU'be  declared  of  no  effect.  Paroles  given  before 
the  publication  to  the  army  of  Coueral  r)rders,  No.  49.  though  deliveries  were  not 
made  as  required  by  the  cartel,  will,  under  the  usage  jirevailing  at  the  time,  lie 
considered  as  valid. 

There  may  be  cases  of  a  subsequent  date  where,  from  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  advisable  to  recognize  irregular  paroles,  but 
in  all  such  cases  a  special  report,  with  full  rolls  of  the  parties,  should 
be  forwarded  to  this  office  as  early  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFF:MAN. 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Viisoners. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  commanding  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  New  Berne,  N.  C,  and  Maj.  Gen.  .Fohn  E.  Wo<il.  commanding 
Department  of  the  East,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.) 


Headmuarters  Department  Trans-Mississippi, 

Shrerfport,  La..  June  10.  i>'6'o\ 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Riehmonil,  Va.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  two  letters,  addressed  to 
]\Iajor  General  Taylor,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  negnjcs 
and  their  officers  captured  in  arms.     Cnfortunately  such  captures  were 
made  by  some  of  Major  (ieneral  Taylor's  subordinates. 

I  have  lieard  unofficially  that  the  last  (.'ongress  did  nor  adopt  any 
retaliatory  legislation  on  the  subject  of  armed  negroes  and  their  officers, 
but  left  the  President  to  dispose  of  this  delicate  and  important  question. 
In  the  absence  of  any  legislation  and  of  any  orders  excei't  those  referred 
to  in  the  inclosed  letters.  1  saw  no  other  proper  and  legal  eiuirse  for  me 
to  pursue  except  the  one  \\iiich  I  adopti-d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  seneral,  vour  obedient  servant. 

K.    KUIUY  S.MITH. 

Healx^iuarters  Departmknt  Trans- .Mis.sissippi, 

Shreveport,  J. a.,  ■] inir  1  .',  ?s^,;. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  Commanding!   District  of  Louisiana : 

General:  1  have  been  unofficially  informed  that  some  of  \onr  ti-oojis 
have  captured  negroes  in  arms.     I   hope  this  ma\'  not  be  so.  and  that 
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your  subordiuates  who  may  have  been  in  command  of  cajfturing  parties 
may  have  recoirmzed  the  propriety  of  giving  no  quarter  to  armed  negroes 
and  their  utiieers.  In  this  way  we  may  be  relieved  from  a  disagreeable 
dilemma.  If  they  are  taken,  however,  you  will  turn  them  over  to  the 
State  authorities  to  be  tried  for  crimes  against  the  State,  and  you  will 
afford  such  facilities  in  obtaining  witnesses  as  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lie  service  will  permit.  I  am  told  that  negroes  found  in  a  state  of 
insurrection  may  be  tried  by  a  court  of  the  parish  in  which  the  crime 
is  conuuitted,  composed  of  two  Justices  of  the  peace  and  a  certain  num- 
ber of  slave-holders.  Governor  Moore  has  called  on  me  and  stated  that 
if  the  report  is  true  that  any  armed  negroes  have  been  captured  he 
will  semi  the  attorney-general  to  conduct  the  prosecution  as  soon  as 
you  notify  him  of  the  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIKBY  SMITH, 
Lieu  tenant-General,  Commanding. 


TlEAEQUARTEES    UeI'AKTMENT   TRANS-MiSSISSIPPI, 

SItreriport,  La.,  June  13.  lS'j.3, 

Maj.  (;en.  K.  Taylor, 

Commanding  District  of  Louisiana: 
General:  In  answer  to  the  communication  of  Brigadier-(Toueral 
Ilrbert,  of  the  Oth  instant,  asking  what  disposition  should  be  made  of 
negro  slaves  taken  in  arms,  I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith 
to  say  no  quarter  should  be  shown  them.  If  taken  prisoners,  however, 
they  should  be  turned  over  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  States  in 
which  they  may  be  captured,  in  obedience  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States,  sections  3  and  4,  published  to  the 
Army  in  General  Orders,  Xo.  Ill,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office,  series  of  1SC2.  Should  negroes  thus  taken  be  executed  by  the 
military  authorities  capturing  them  it  would  certainly  provoke  retalia- 
tion. By  turning  them  over  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  tried,  by  the 
laws  of  the  State  no  exception  can  be  taken. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  s.  ANDi-:i;soy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  (.'.,  June  17,  1663. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Litdlow, 

Aijt'iit  for  Excliange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe.  Va.: 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  I  am  directed 
by  the  General-in-Chief  to  say  that  section  8  of  'Sir.  Ould's  declaration 
of  exchaime  should  be  confined  to  civilians  delivered  at  City  Point  or 
otherwise  siiecially  declared  exchanged  or  released,  and  delivered  at 
other  points  across  the  lines.     I  use  his  own  words: 

Sei-tiou  8  ot'  yniir  lU'ohir.ation  is  not  (juite  so  cumpiebensh  o  us  this.  Will  it  nut 
be  uucrssary  to  yive  another  uotid-f 

Besides  the  prisoners  now  at  Fort  Delaware,  some  -,500  left  Camp 
Morton  for  that  fort  on  the  11  th  instant,  and  they  will  be  ready  for 
exchange  as  soon  as  the  rolls  are  prepared.  The  prisoners  from  Alton 
should  have  been  at  Baltimore  on  Sunday  last,  and  I  did  not  know 
until  yesterday  alter  I  telegraphed  to  you  that  they  had  not  arrived. 
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They  must  have  been  delayed  by  some  interruptions  of  the  railroad 
communications.  Captain  Mulford  reported  to  me,  and  I  directed  him 
to  ask  Colonel  Donaldson  to  inc^uLre  for  the  whereabouts  of  the  pris- 
oners. I  inclose  a  letter  containing  a  small  amount  of  Confederate 
money  belonging  to  a  rebel  soldier  who  died  at  Pittsburg  for  you  to 
return  through  Mr.  Onld,  if  you  think  proper.  I  send  by  this  mail  roll 
of  paroled  troops  at  Benton  Barracks  whose  names  have  not  yet  been 
reported. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.    HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  I'risonenf. 


Cincinnati,  June  IS,  isij.i. 
Secretary  of  War: 

Can  I  have  authority  to  arrest  Judge  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  uandi- 
date  for  Congress  ?  Declares  himself  opposed  to  the  war,  and  if  elected 
will  oppose  furnishing  supplies  of  any  kind. 

A.    E.  BUR^'SIDE. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  June  IS,  1SH3. 
Major-General  Burnside,  Cincinnati: 

The  President,  to  whom  your  telegram  has  been  submitted,  directs  me 
to  say  that  if  Mr.  Trimble  is  found  encouraging  desertion  from  your 
army  or  in  any  way  interfering  with  or  endangering  your  miUtary 
operations  you  will  be  authorized  to  place  him  in  arrest:  but  the  mere 
declaration  of  his  opposition  to  the  war  or  that  if  elected  he  will  oppose 
furnishing  supplies  of  any  kind  is  a  good  reason  why  loyal  men  should 
not  vote  for  him  but  is  not  sufdcient  ground  for  military  arrest. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON^. 

iSecretary  of  War. 


Office  Cooiissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  June  IS,  1S6'-1. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^Secretary  of  the  yavy,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  accompanying  a  descriptive  roll  of  113  soldiers  of  the 
rebel  army  captured  and  paroled  at  the  Yazoo  hospital  on  the  :.'lst  May 
last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  General  Orders,  Xo.  -19,*  of  the 
L'8th  February,  and  No.  100*  of  the  21th  April,  1S(;3,  from  the  War 
Department,  fstablishiug  rules  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  under  which  paroles  are  to  be  given  or  received,  and 
I  have  also  the  honor  to  submit  extracts  from  a  letter  wliich,  by  author- 
ity of  the  (jeueral-in-Chief,  I  atldressed  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow, 
agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  instructing  him  how  said 
orders  are  to  be  jnit  in  force.! 

It  is  now  understood  by  Colonel  Ludlow  and  the  agent  for  the  rebel 
Government  that  with  the  exceptions  provided  for  in   the  foregoing 

*See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  pp.  30ti  and  iiTl,  fur  these  orders. 
tFor  full  text  of  letter,  see  ibid.,  p.  670. 
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iDstructioiis  aud  ia  some  few  cases  wben  from  peculiar  circumstances 
commauders  of  (lepartiiieiits  were  permitred  to  recognize  paroles  giveu 
by  our  meu  after  the  publication  of  General  Orders.  No.  -i;),  no  paroles 
are  consiilered  as  binding  but  those  given  preparatory  to  delivery  at 
the  places  agreed  upon  under  the  provisions  of  the  cartel. 

It  does  not  ai)pear  by  the  descriptive  rolls  of  the  prisoners  paroled  at 
the  Yazoo  hospital  that  they  were  delivered  at  either  of  the  designated 
places  or  that  there  was  any  exchange  of  authenticated  rolls  giving 
names,  &c..  and  without  these  formalities  the  paroles  cannot  be  held  as 
valid,  uor  can  an  exchange  for  the  parties  be  demanded. 
I  respectfully  submit  the  matter  for  your  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  >erv;int. 

W.  IIOFFMAX, 
Colantl  Third  Infantry  and  Coiiiiniss,iry-(Ji-ncral  of  Prinoners. 


Office  Ciodiissaky-CIeneral  i^f  Prisoners, 

Wd.'iliinijton,  D.  C  June  1^,  1663. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Ikdtimore.  Md.: 
General:  I  forward  the  inclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Chandler  to 
you  in  order  that  he  may  be  the  mure  satisfactorily  informed  of  the 
cause  of  bis  detention  at  the  Old  Capitol  I'rison.  I  have  in  my  pos- 
session an  ofBcial  i)aper  from  .Mr.  (3utd  stating  that '-no  such  person 
as  D.  T.  Chandler  holds  a  commission  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,"  and  they  are  theietore  not  likely  to  hold  an  otlicer 
as  a  hostage  for  him. 

Very  resiiectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant. 

^v.  hoff-Ma:n", 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Connnissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

Colouel  Hoffman: 

I  return  Colonel  Chandler's  letter  with  a  note,  which  if  you  think 
proper  you  may  informallv  send  him. 

Yours,  li.  A.   HITCHCOCK. 


Old  Capitol  Fiuson,  June  11.  I-^HS. 
JIaJ.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  U.  S.  Army. 

Coinniissioner  for  Exchange,  Wasliington,  I).  C: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing statement:  I  was  arrested  in  the  Lower  Potomac  and  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Maryland  on  the  Oth  of  February  last,  in 
company  with  three  other  civilians  and  brought  to  the  Washington 
Jail,  wli'ere  after  a  short  sojoiirn  1  was  transferred  to  this  pris.ui. 
About  the  loth  of  :\Iarch  last,  there  'oriug  no  charges  against  me.  I 
was  sent  with  Mo  other  civilians  including  tho.se  arrested  in  company 
with  me)  to  Fortress  Monroe  <mi  route  to  City  Point  to  be  exchanged 
as  re(iuired  bv  the  agreement  mteic-d  into  between  the  Government 
of  the  United'  ^States  and  that  oi  the  Confederate  .States.  On  arri\  ing 
at  the  former  place  I  was  inrornied  that  an  order  had  been  received 
from  Colouel  Hoffman,  ConimissaryCiMirral  of  Prisoners,  diiecting  me 
to  be  brought  back  to  this  iihin^.  \i  hirh  was  done,  aud  I  have  since 
been  kept  continuously  in  coiitini;:ieni  in  this  [)rison.  ^'o  reasou  has 
ever  been  as.-igned  to'me  for  my  |.nilcni-ed  detention,  and  in  rei)ly  to 
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my  frequent  inquiries  I  have  been  told  that  there  is  not  and  never  has 
been  any  charge  against  me.  Colonel  Hoffman  has  steadily  and  persist- 
ently refused  to  allow  me  to  be  sent  off  when  parties  of  i)risoners,  both 
of  war  and  state,  were  being  forwarded  hence  to  City  Point,  striking 
my  name  from  every  list  that  is  made  out,  and  in  consequence  I  have 
for  a  long  time  been  the  oldest  inmate  of  this  place.  From  long  con- 
liuement,  restricted  to  unaccustomed  food  and  deprived  of  the  exercise 
necessary  to  me,  my  health  has  become  seriously  impaired,  and  I  fear 
that  I  shall  again  be  compelled  to  subject  myself  to  the  surgeon's 
knife.  My  case  has  been  examined  by  Captain  Parker,  assistant  adju 
tantgeneral  to  the  military  governor  of  this  city,  and  no  grounds  for 
detention  found  by  him.  You  will  And  on  inquiry  that  the  Confederate 
Government  has  made  an  offer  to  exchange  me,  and  is  keeping  a  Fed- 
eral officer  as  a  hostage  for  me,  and  I  cannot  see  why  I  should  be 
debarred  from  the  privilege  of  exchange  accorded  to  all  others. 
Colonel  Hoffman  has  not  condescended  to  inform  me  or  any  of  my 
friends  his  reason  for  detaining  me,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
consideration  of  a  public  nature  can  actuate  his  conduct.  I  am  there- 
fore induced  to  make  this  appeal  to  you.  I  was  appointed  in  the  army 
from  Louisiana,  of  which  State  I  had  been  a  resident  for  several  years, 
and  have  never  forfeited  any  right  as  a  citizen  of  that  State.  As  such 
I  claim  to  be  exchanged  in  conformity  with  the  agreement  entered  into 
respecting  all  persons  who  have  been  in  confinement  over  ten  days 
without  charges  being  preferred  against  them. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  ask  your  early  attention  to  this  matter,  and  am, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  CHA^^ULEK. 


Baltemobe,  June  21,  1S63. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  &c.,  Washingfon: 

My  Dear  Colonel:  I  have  received  Colonel  Chandler's  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  and  hardly  know  what  to  say  about  it  or  about  him.  He 
was  once,  as  you  know,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  old  Third,  for  all  of 
whom  I  always  had  a  special  regard,  and  I  particularly  valued  him  in 
early  life,  for  he  was  young  when  with  me  and  was  a  promising  officer. 
It  is  now  many  years  since  I  have  seen  him  except  at  a  glance,  and  I 
tind  him  among  the  enemies  of  the  (government  that  nourished  and 
fostered  him.  As  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  I  have  in 
reality  nothing  to  do  with  him,  contined  as  he  was  for  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade.  He  is  not  a  prisoner  in  such  a  sense  as  brings  him 
as  such  under  my  notice. 

He  claims.  I  see,  to  be  a  Louisiaiiian,  having  been  appointed  from 
there,  but  1  had  supposed  he  looked  upon  Maryland  as  his  State.  In 
either  case  his  position  is  a  bad  one.  As  the  latter,  he  wa.^  taken 
attempting  to  go  South — attempting  to  communicate  with  the  enemy. 
.Vs  the  former  it  might  be  considered  as  still  worse,  for  what  has  a  Louisi- 
aiiian to  do  in  Maryland  at  this  time,  and  after  observing  everything 
attempt  a  return  to  Louisiana,  if  that  was  his  destination  ?  The  cartel 
does  not  apply  to  him  in  any  event,  for  he  was  Tiot  arrested  within  the 
hunts  of  what  the  South  claims;  was  not  in  the  army,  and  if  claimed  by 
the  South  as  a  Louisianian  he  might  be  considered  in  a  most  dangerous 
position  here.  Besides,  for  a  long  time  tlie  commissioner  from  Kich- 
moud  has  refused  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  cartel  except  as  it  suited 
iiis  own  convenience,  and  has  declared  even  that  he  will  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  it  until  the  North  agrees  to  terms  which,  if  accepted,  would  be 
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equivalent  to  a  full  acknowledgment  of  the  freedom  of  all  those  engaged 
ill  the  rebellion— freedom  from  all  liability  to  the  law  of  the  common 
country.  This  is  an  artful  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  South,  on  pre- 
text of  dealing  diually.  to  exempt  themselves  from  all  liability  for  trea- 
son. This  has  been  a  darling  purpose  with  them,  and  they  have  tried 
every  means  in  their  power  to  accomplish  it.  They  know  that  they 
cannot  try  a  Northern  citizen  for  treason  under  any  law  whatever,  but 
citizens  of  the  South  are  liable  for  that  crime  under  the  law  of  the 
country  as  it  stands  on  the  statute  books  of  the  nation.  This  is  what 
in  the  South  they  wish  to  set  aside  under  the  pretext  of  a  cartel  or  an 
ajrreenient  not  to  arrest  citizens,  but  there  is  no  etiuality  in  the  cases. 
"There  is  no  agreement  now  requiring  the  exchange  of  Colonel  Chand- 
ler. If  a  Southerner  found  within  our  lines,  he  would  be  liable  under  a 
formidable  charae.  As  a  Northerner  attempting  to  make  his  way  South, 
he  would  also  be  liable,  and  in  either  case  independently  of  the  South 
as  such.  As  he  was  in  the  North  and  not  in  the  South,  though  taken 
in  an  attempt  to  go  South,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
treated  as  a  Southerner,  but  as  a  disaffected  Northerner ;  and  I  am  so 
far  from  thinking  that  he  ought  to  be  sent  South  that,  on  the  contrary, 
I  think  that  he  ought  not  be  allowed  to  go  there  with  the  knowledge 
he  acquired  while  remaining  apparently  for  a  time  quiescent  in  the 
North.  If  there  was  a  way  by  which  he  could  be  put  under  bonds  not 
to  go  South  or  attempt  to  communicate  with  the  South  during  the  war, 
I  should  think  he  might  be  relieved  from  confinement,  considering  his 
confinement  up  to  the  present  time  a  necessary  consequence  of  his 
attempting  to  elude  the  blockade  laws.  But  this  is  a  matter  with 
which  I  have  nothing  to  do,  for  in  no  view  of  the  case,  as  I  view  the 
question,  is  he  a  subject  for  exchange  with  which  my  duties  connect  me. 
As  you  sent  me  Colonel  Chandler's  letter,  I  return  it  with  these 
remarks  for  such  consideration  as  you  may  think  them  worth,  though  I 
should  be  glad  if  he  could  be  released,  provided  it  can  be  done  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  public  interest. 

\'ery  truly,  yours,  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Cojimissaet-General  of  Prisoiteks, 

June  32,  1S63. 
Colonel  Hoffman  refers  these  letters  to  Colonel  Chandler  for  his 
perusal,  with  the  request  that  he  return  them  by  the  bearer. 

[Second  indorsement.} 

Office  Commissaky-Geneeal  op  Prisoners, 

June  23,  1S03. 
Read  and  returned  by  the  bearer. 

D.  T.  CHANDLER. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  IS,  1S03. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

Sir  :  I  send  to  you  Colonel  Morehead  and  Captain  Flint,  who  have 
been  declared  exchanged.  Also  all  the  surgeons  we  have  here,  except- 
ing Doctor  Green. 

Captain  Mulford  is  instructed  to  bring  back  Colonel  Morehead  unless 
Spencer  Kellogg,  declared  exchanged,  be  delivered,  if  in  Richmond,  or 
if  he  be  not,  unless  you  give  an  agreement  that  Kellogg  shall  be  dehv- 
ered  at  City  Point  within  two  weeks. 
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Captain  Mulford  is  also  instructed  to  bring  back  the  surgeons  unless 
he  receives  all  our  surgeons  now  confined  in  Richmond,  except  Doctor 
Eucker,  whom  you  retain  under  charges,  and  tor  whom  Doctor  Green  is 
held  as  a  hostage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W:\r.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieuteniint-Colonel  and  Agi'itt  for  Exchange  of  rrinoners. 


GUARD-nODSE,  Fort   .][onror.  Jiinr   /,'»,  IsfJS, 
Major-General  Dix,  Commanding  Department: 

General:  We,  the  undersigned  prisoners  from  the  neighborhood 
above  Williamsburg,  have  the  honor  to  solicit  j'our  intercession  in  our 
behalf.  We  were  arrested  as  soon  as  your  army  reached  our  neighbor- 
hood, not  because  of  any  ciiarge,  but  as  a  "military  necessity,"  as  we 
sui>i)osed,  for  the  time  being.  When  arrested  we  were  at  our  homes, 
souic  of  us  not  even  aware  that  your  forces  were  on  the  march.  The 
provost-marshal  at  Vorktown  states  that  no  charges  were  preferred 
against  us,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  send  us  hereto  be  paroled.  The 
circumstances  of  our  families  at  home  and  our  condition  here  render  us 
most  wret<-lied  indeed,  and  have  induced  us  to  appeal  to  your  generosity 
for  our  release.  Some  of  us  have  children  without  any  one  to  care  for 
them.  At  the  rate  everything  was  being  swept  away  when  we  left,  we 
are  apprehensive  that  our  families  are  reduced  to  famine  by  this  time, 
and  are  anxious  to  lie  at  liberty  to  make  some  arrangement  to  save  them 
from  starvation.  For  (rod's  sake,  general,  let  us  have  your  sympathy. 
For  the  sake  of  humanity,  relieve  us  from  this  distressing  situation 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  vours, 

E.  B.  CIIALLENNEK. 

B.  B.  JONES. 

WM.  MINOU. 

WM.  L  TLMBERLAKE. 

MARSHALL  M.  MARTIN. 

n.  B.  MORRIS. 


ITeadquarters  Fort  Monroe,  June  21,  186.'^. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  liepartment  headquarters. 

J.  ROBERTS, 
Colonel   Third  rennsylvania  Artillery,  Commantling  Post. 

lS,,,-.„Rl,nJ„r3.-l.a-iit.| 

.IlNK    L'l,   ISCio. 

Captain  Blake  : 

i'arole  these  men  and  send  them  home  tomorrow  by  way  of  ^'orktown. 

JOHN   A.   DIX, 

Major-General. 

(Thinl  iiidorsenu'Dt.] 

Provost-Marshal's  Office,  June  :.'<:,  If^OS. 
The  within-named  citizens  were  this  day  [laroled  and  sent  to  their 
homes  via  Yorktown,  Va. 

W.   !•:.  BLAKE, 
Captain  and  Aide  de-Camp.  I'rorost-Maralial. 
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Cincinnati,  June  19, 1863. 

Colonel  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  t'oUowinff  dispatch  just  received  trom  Carter,  who  is  in  command 
of  all  the  East'Tenuessee' troops  in  oar  front.  I  fully  concur  with  him 
and  think  it  would  be  very  cruel  and  unjust  to  force  these  loyal  East  Ten- 
nessee conscripts  back  into  the  rebel  ranks  by  exchange,  and  would  be 
glad  to  have  some  arraugement  made  by  which  they  could  be  released 
on  taking  the  oath,  or  allowed  to  enlist  in  these  East  Tennessee  regi- 
ments. 

Somerset,  June  19,  1S63. 
Major-Geueral  Buhnside  : 

I  uiideistand  that  st-viTal  hiiiulred  East  Tennessee  conscripts  were  recently  sent 
from  Imlianapolis  to  Fort  Delaware.  I  learu  that  they  are  Union  men  from  counties 
uiljoinini;  my  own.  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  communicate  with  theCom- 
missarv-i"'eneral  of  Prisoners,  prevent  the  exchange  of  loyal  Kast  TiMinesseeans 
as  prisoners  of  war,  which  exchange  will  be  most  cruel  and  unjust.  Most  of  them, 
[presume,  will  gladly  volunteer  m  loyal  East  Tcnnes.see  regimeuts,  I  will  fjladly 
take  auv  interference  on  your  part  in  their  behalf  as  a  special  personal  favor. 

.S.  P.  CARTER. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

MujorGencral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  19,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  requested  Mr.  Ould  to  modify  his  notice  so  as  to 
conform  with  the  construction  as  directed  by  the  General-in-Chief. 

1  do  not  think  that  an  additional  notice  need  be  published  on  our  part 
now.  Other  declarations  of  exchange  will  soon  be  made  and  then  it 
can  be  done. 

Xo  exchanges  of  civilians  can  be  made  at  present,  but  the  Confederates 
will  doubtless  receive  all  their  friends  who  may  be  sent  to  them  and 
keep  all  of  ours. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  present  raid  into  Maryland  and  Pennsyl- 
vania is  to  capture  citizens  and  take  or  send  them  as  prisoners  to  Rich- 
mond in  retaliation,  as  the  rebels  say,  for  our  arrests  of  non-combatants 
and  then  after  collecting  a  very  large  number  they  hope  to  dictate  terms 
which  we  now  deem  absurd  and  inadmissible. 

1  am,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  U.  LUDLOW. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department.  Riclimond,  Va.,  June  19,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  \V.  H.  Ll'DLOW,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  (.)u  the  'Jth  of  February  last  I  informed  you  that  in  consequence 
of  the  regulations  which  had  been  established  by  you  in  relation  to 
jiersons  coming  to  and  going  from  City  Point  in  the  Hag  of  truce  boats, 
no  citizens  will  be  allowed  to  laud  without  having  the  previous  permis- 
sion of  the  Confederate  authorities. 

On  the  10th  instant  you  transmitted  to  me  a  notice  signed  by  L.  C. 
Turner,  judge-advocate,  concerning  ladies  who  proposed  to  come  South. 
I  now  inform  vou  that  I  will  exercise  my  discretion  as  to  what  ladies 
shall  be  permitteiLto  laud  at  City  Point,  and  will  have  no  hesitation  in 
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refusing  to  receive  such  as  I  deem  objectionable.  Of  course  1  will 
receive  all  for  whom  I  have  made  application;  also  the  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  othcera  and  soldiers  in  our  service.  As  to  all  others  I  will 
pursue  such  a  course  as  I  think  proper  under  the  circumstances  of  each 
particular  case. 

My  original  proposition  as  to  all  such  persons  I  am  still  ready  to 
adopt;  that  was  that  all  persons  whose  means,  friends,  and  connections 
were  at  the  North  or  South  should  have  the  privilege  of  going  or  comiug 
with  the  distinct  nnderstauding,  however,  that  tlie  movement  in  each 
particular  case  was  to  be  final.  I  proposed  this  as  a  mutual  advantage 
and  charity,  not  to  be  coupled  with  any  oath  of  allegiance.  Will  yoa 
agree  to  this  proposal  now  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OLTLD, 
Agent  0/  Exchange. 


War  DEPART:\rENT,  Richmond,  Va.,  June  VJ,  l^iiS. 
Lieut.  Col.  William;  U.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  On  the  oth  day  of  June,  1S03,  I  requested  you  to  inform  me 
when  General  Orders,  No.  100,  was  to  be  considered  as  going  into  effect. 
To  that  you  have  returned  no  answer.  Its  date  is  April  24, 1803.  You 
delivered  it  to  me  on  the  23d  of  May,  1863. 

I  perceive  by  a  General  Order,  No.  15,*  .March  9  [8],  1863,  issued  by 
General  Schenck,  that  all  otiicers  and  men  who  had  been  captured  in 
his  department,  and  particularly  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  released 
on  parole,  and  not  regularly  exchanged  should  return  to  duty  and  serv- 
ice, on  penalty  of  being  considered  deserters.  When  yoa  delivered 
General  Orders,  No.  loo,  to  me  I  inquired  of  you  as  to  the  date  when 
it  went  into  effect.  I  understood  you  to  say  the  date  of  its  delivery. 
You  may,  therefore,  well  imagine  my  surprise  when  I  perceive  that,  by 
the  general  order  of  one  of  your  own  departmental  commanders,  the 
new  provisions  as  to  paroles  are  not  only  to  have  effect  from  and  after 
March  9,  1S63,  but  are  made  to  apply  to  all  cases  previous  to  that  date, 
without  any  limitation  as  to  time.  This  is  not  only  contrary  to  your 
own  declarations  to  me,  but  to  our  common  practice  up  to  JFay  -3, 
1863.  You  have  chari;ed  against  me  and  received  credit  for  several 
captures  made  by  General  Stoneman's  command  in  his  recent  raid.  Is 
it  pretended  that  you  are  to  have  credit  for  raptures  made  by  your  com- 
mands, while  none  is  to  be  given  to  us,  under  precisely  the  same  cir- 
cumstances? Is  this  fair,  or  just,  or  right? 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  Va.,  Jnnc  1:1.  i^tij. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  11.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange- 

Sir:  Spencer  Kellogg  was  sent  to  you  on  the  13th  »i  this  monrh 
He  was  received  here  on  the  6th  instant.  He  was  captured  on  the  .'it! 
of  March,  and  never  was  in  the  Jackson  penitentiary.  Ue  was  in  Imspi 
tal;  his  sickness  was  alone  the  cause  of  his  detention. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
V  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


■  See  Vol.  V,  thia  series,  p.  330. 
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CONFEDEEATE  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  WaE  DePAETJIENT, 

Richmond,  June  19,  1S63. 
M.  J.  Saffold,  Esq.,  Commissioner,  ifc,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant*  coverinof  reports  of  examina- 
tion of  prisoners  at  Pollard,  Greenville,  and  Montgomery,  Ala,,  up  to  the 
1st  instant,  has  been  received.  Your  action  in  the  premises  meets  the 
full  approval  of  the  Department.  With  regard  to  the  two  cases  respect- 
ing wiiich  you  ask  instructions  you  can  discharge  Appleyard  upon  hls- 
parole  not  to  be  guilty  of  future  violations  of  military  and  civil  law,  and 
an  admonition  that  a  breach  of  it  may  be  attended  with  serious  conse- 
(|uence?.  The  disposition  of  Welch  must  be  referred  to  your  discretion. 
The  Department  does  not  desire  to  initiate  prosecutions  for  political 
offenses  and  is  satisfied,  as  a  general  rule,  to  restrain  the  capacity  for 
mischief  of  disloyal  citizens.  If  nothing  better  can  be  done,  they  must 
be  contined,  but  a  far  preferable  disposition,  when  it  can  be  made,  is  to 
place  them  in  a  situation  to  render  service  to  the  country  by  useful 
labor,  under  the  eye  of  some  otticer  of  the  Government  who  can  guard 
against  communication  with  the  enemy.  Admiral  Buchanan,  at  Mobile, 
might  perhaps  give  employment  to  such  persons.  Disloyalty  is  doubt- 
less often  feigned  by  persons  of  conscript  age  to  avoid  military  duty. 
It  is  nut  desirable  to  encumber  the  army  with  such  men.  as  they  may 
perhajis  abuse  their  opportunities  to  acquire  information  to  the  injury 
of  the  Government.  The  concession  of  privilege  to  volunteer  in  com- 
mands for  service  in  specified  districts,  such  as  General  Cobb's  or  Gen- 
eral (_'lauton's,  may  in  some  instances  reconcile  the  parties  to  the  service 
and  may  at  your  discretion  be  granted.  These  general  views  are  thrown 
out  merely  as  suggestions,  the  value  of  which  you  can  weigh  in  connec- 
tion with  the  circumstances  of  each  individual  case.  When  you  desire 
to  consult  the  Department  before  disposing  of  any  case,  it  is  requested 
that  you  submit  some  recommendation. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  CA.MPBELL, 
Assistant  iSecretary  of  War. 


.Tt.T3GE-Advocate-Geneeal's  Office,  June  20, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  In  a  letter  under  date  of  the  13th  instant,  addressed  by  Lieut. 
Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  to 
Col.  William  Hotiinan,  and  which  has  been  referred  to  this  office,  I  find 
the  following  passage  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial 
held  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  which  terminated  in 
the  conviction  of  David  Banner  and  Jacob  Fitzpatrick,  citizens  of 
Kentucky: 

I  rc^tiirii  tci  ynii  for  the  eKaininatinu  ■•('  the  Jiulffo-Atlvocate-Gencral  tbo  papers  in 
tlie  cases  of  U.'iQiieraud  Fitzpatrick.  The  proceediniisseem  to  me  to  be  null  and  void 
ami  bad  ln-tter  not  be  submitted  to  the  iuspection  of  the  Confederate  authoiitics. 

From  the  language  it  is  fairly  if  not  necessarily  inferable  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  has  felt  himself  authorized  in  his  ollicial 
intercourse  with  the  rebels  to  submit  to  them  for  examination  and 
review  the  records  of  our  military  courts  in  cases  in  which  such  iuspec- 
tion has  been  claimed.  My  view  of  what  should  be  the  action  ot  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  under  such  circumstances  has  been 
just  the  opposite  of  that  apparently  entertained  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 

■  Omitted, 
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Ludlow.  On  the  16th  of  May,  in  commenting  on  a  letter  from  this 
ofBcer  which  had  been  referred  to  me  for  a  compliance  with  ita  request, 
I  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  language: 

The  demand  made  by  the  rehel  anthorities  for  information  in  reference  to  the 
proceedings  of  our  courts-martial  which  resulted  in  the  conviction  of  certain  spies 
and  traitors,  emissaries  in  Kentucky,  is  deemed  impertinent,  and  the  intormation 
sonsht  will  not  be  mmmimicated  unless  specially  directed  by  the  Secretary.  This 
(Jovernment  is  in  no  degree  rpsponsilile  to  rebels  in  arras  for  the  action  of  its  uwn 
military  conrts.  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  utterly  degrade  itself  by  recogniz- 
ing any  such  responsibility.  Any  such  recognition  would  involve  an  ignoring  ot 
the  great  truth  that  this  is  a  war  on  crime  and  criminals,  which  cannot  be  lost  sight 
of  without  iucurring  the  risk  of  becoming,  in  the  judgment  of  the  world,  criminals 
ourselves. 

I  am  without  advice  as  to  whether  the  views  thus  expressed  have 
been  acted  on  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Feeling,  therefore,  some 
embarrassment  as  to  the  proper  reply  to  be  made  to  the  communication 
now  under  consideration,  the  whole  subject  is  respectfully  referred  to 
the  [Secretary  for  his  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
J  lulye- Advocate-  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  20,  l^iSS. 
iraj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
CrENERAi,:  The  propriety  of  releasing  enlisted  prisoners  of  war  and 
permitting  them  to  enter  our  service  has  been  laid  before  the  Secretary 
of  War,  who  directs  that,  when  it  can  be  reliably  shown  that  the  appli- 
cant was  impressed  into  the  rebel  service  and  that  he  now  wishes  in 
good  faith  to  join  our  army,  he  may  be  permitted  to  do  so  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

It  is  left  for  the  examining  ofiScer  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  reliability 
of  prisoners'  statements  by  such  inquiries  as  he  may  be  able  to  make. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commisnary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Cincinnati,  June  20,  isns. 
General  Carter,  Somerset,  Ky. : 

Dispatch  received  from  Commissary'reneral  of  Prisoners  at  Wash- 
ington that  East  Tennesseeans  will  not  be  compelled  to  be  exchanged 
if  they  wish  to  remain  with  us. 

A.   E.  P>URNSIDE, 
Major-Gcncral,  Cofuinandinij. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wushinijtoii,  D.  C,  June  Jl.  ISGo. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Jonix,  Mo.: 
Section  8  of  the  within  declaration*  is  much  too  comprehensive;  it 
should  be  confined  to  civilians  who  have  been  deliveretl  through  our 
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lines  to  City  Point  or  at  other  places,  and  it  will  be  so  corrected.  Sec- 
tion 9  requires  the  delivery  of  all  exchanged  persons,  which  we  are 
bound  to  do  without  any  such  notice;  and  if  there  are  any  such, 
including  officers  at  Saint  Louis,  I  have  respectfully  to  request  you  will 
order  them  to  be  delivered  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  agent  for 
exchange  of  prisoners,  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Schofield. 

VV.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarteks  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Vicksbury,June  2:^,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army: 

General:  Inclosed  herewith  please  find  copy  of  letter  from  Admiral 
Porter  to  me  and  one  sent  by  me  to  General  Taylor,  of  the  Confederate 
Army.  As  soon  as  reply  is  received  I  will  send  that  also  to  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General. 


Office  Co>onssARy-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Wushinijton,  D.  6'.,  June  ,^;.',  1863. 
Lieut.  CoL  W.  H.  Ludlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Colonel:  I  have  sent  you  today  by  express  a  roll  of  paroled  pris 
oners  yet  to  be  exchanged.  They  have  been  made  up  in  this  office  by 
selecting  from  various  rolls  such  names  as  have  not  been  covered  by 
exchanges  already  anuouuced.  Your  letter  of  19th  instant  is  received. 
Any  further  notice  in  regard  to  civilians  may  be  postponed  till  the 
next  declaration,  as  you  suggest.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
can  give  me  some  information  about  the  prospect  of  an  exchange  of 
civilians,  so  that  I  may  answer  the  many  inquiries  that  are  made. 
What  is  the  obstacle  and  is  there  any  hope  of  it  being  removed  .'  There 
are  some  citizen  prisoners  Just  arrived  from  Fort  Lafayetre,  captured 
by  the  Navy  Department,  who  are  now  [here]  for  exchange;  I  shall 
send  them  by  the  next  steamer.  I  will  send  no  more  citizens  to  you 
till  you  call  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infintry  and  Commisaary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Head'il'arters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  -':.',  1S'J3. 

lion.  E.  M.  Stanton.  Seeretari/ofWar: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Ould  and  myself  and  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approval.! 

•These  iiiclii.-ure~  mikI  ^uli--ri|ueiit  uornapumlencr  priuted  lu  ^icries  I,  \"ul.  XXIV, 
Part  III,  pp.  -tL'.5.  U:;.  hin. 
tiacloaureti  unt  iileuliiied. 
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I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Oiild  avoided  compliance  with  my 
demand  for  copy  of  an  act  of  the  rebel  Congress  for  other  reasons  than 
the  one  stated  by  him. 

The  retention  of  Colonel  Streight's  officers  under  this  act,  the  mus- 
tering into  the  U".  S.  service  of  negroes  and  officers  in  command  of 
them,  and  the  pledge  thereby  implied  of  protection  seemed  to  make  it 
necessary  and  desirable  that  the  issue  should  be  proini)tly  met. 

I  notice  strong  indications  that  this  subject  of  so  called  retaliation 
is  getting  unpopular  among  the  Confederates. 

I  desire  to  effect  exchanges  of  officers  in  accordance  with  the  cartel 
and  general  principles,  and  not  by  special  or  in<lividual  arrangements, 
and  1  do  not  think  that  the  public  service  will  be  benefited  by  making 
the  latter. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  inclose  a  cojiy  of  a  communication*  from 
Mr.  Ould  on  the  subject  of  parties  going  to  the  riouth  and  to  which  I 
have  made  no  res[)onse. 

I  am,  very  res[icctt'ully,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

W.M.   11.   IJ'DLOW, 
LieutciKint-Ciilonil  <iiiil  Aijent  Jar  ExiluDuje  of  Prisoners. 


riEADnrAKTERS    DEPARTMENT   OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  ,■':.',  l^fjo. 
Col.  William  IIoffman,  Commissary-<ieneral  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  [  inclose  to  you  a  letter  left  with  me  by  the  officer  in 
charge  of  Daniel  Dusky.  <Jan  you  furnish  me  other  evidence  that 
Jacob  Varner  is  not  now  in  their  lines  ?  Please  do  so  if  i^ossible.  (Gen- 
eral Orders,  Xo.  UlO,  was  served  upon  3Ir.  Ould  on  the  -3d  of  May  last, 
and  takes  effect  after  that  date.  The  service  was  accompanied  with  the 
notice,  a  copy  of  whieh  I  have  before  given  you.  that  all  captures  must 
be  reduced  to  possession  and  delivered  at  certain  points  agreed  upon. 
If  you  have  any  paroles  taken  before  that  date,  please  send  them  and  I 
can  use  them.  The  General  Urilers,  Xo.  15,  March  7  [8|,  1SG3,  of  Major- 
General  Schenck  is  null  and  void,  and  subjects  the  parties  interested 
in  it  to  harsh  treatment  in  the  case  of  capture.  If  they  gave  their 
parole  in  violation  of  orders  they  should  be  i)iinished.  n(it  debarred 
exchange. 

I  am,  verv  vesi)ectt'ully.  your  obedient  scr\ant, 

\VM.  II.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutrniiiit-ColiDirl  uinl  Aijcnt  for   E-vvhamje  if  Prisonrrx. 

r.  S.— The  letter  containing  tlie  sioo.  and  addressed  to  Lieut.  J.  K. 
Walker,  has  been  received  and  will  be  t'oruariled  to  .Mr.  nuJd. 

W.   II.   L. 


PENITKNTIARY,    SITERINTENHENT'S    (  )F1-ICE, 

AUmihi/.  X.   v.,  June  17,  isii:;. 

Col.  W.    nOFFMAN: 

SiB:  In  accordance  with  your  rc(iuest   I  have  this  day  delivered 
Daniel  Dusky  into  the  custody  of  Lieutenant  Ilosea.     .lacoli  N'aruer 

"  See  Juuo  W.  |).  J?<. 
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was  discharged  from  here  Juue  4,  1863,  ia  accordance  with  an  order  of 
W.  H.  Lamou,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  hav- 
iug  received  a  pardon  for  said  Varner  from  the  President,  dated  June 
1,1863. 

Very  resnectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

AMOS  PILLSBURY, 

ISuperintendent. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Aemt  Corps. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  June  :^3,  18H3. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commiamry-General  of  Prisoners,  Washinfiton,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  communication* 
(herewith  returned)  of  J.  Hoey,  lieutenant.  Company  A,  Seventeenth 
Arkansas,  C.  S.  Army,  in  relation  to  the  killing  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Woods  by  Lieutenant  Lewis,  U.  S.  Army,  and  present  the  following 
report: 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  S.  Hamilton,  then  temporarily  in  command 
of  Sixteenth  Army  ( 'orps,  a  military  commission  conveued  at  Memphis, 
Tenn..  of  which  Col.  .Marshall  S.  Howe.-Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  was  pres- 
ident: Capt.  George  A.  Williams,  First  L'.  S.  Infantry,  judge-advocate, 
for  the  trial  of  Second  Lieut.  Charles  Lewis,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalrj-, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woods,  of  the  rebel 
army.  Special  Orders,  No.  11,  headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 
7th  of  February,  iStio. 

On  24th  of  February,  1863,  the  record  was  received  at  these  head- 
quarters, the  s'enteuce  being  duly  recorded :  ''The  prisoner  to  be  dis- 
honorably dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  then  to  be 
hung  by  the  neck  until  he  is  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be 
ordered  by  the  President  of  tlie  United  States.''  Upon  the  same  day 
the  record  was  duly  forwarded  to  headquarters  of  department,  with  the 
following  indorsement: 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  .A.rmy  Corps, 

Memphia,  Tenn.,  Februanj  .'4,  1S63. 
Finding;  and  senteuce  approved. 
Respectfully  loi'warded. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

ilajor-dentral. 

Upon  the  same  day  the  following  special  order  was  issued: 

Special  ordeiss,  (  HFADQiAitTERS  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

N'o.  17.  )  Memphis.  Tenn..  Tebriiar;/  .'4,  1S6-?. 

I.  Second  Lieut.  Charles  Lewis,  U.  S.  cavalry,  having  been  tried  by  a  military 
commission  and  the  proccediuj;s  forn-arded  to  the  Presiili-nt  of  the  United  States,  will 
be  counuitted  ti>  strict  coiilinemeut.it  tlie  Alton  prison,  Illinois,  uutil  the  deci-iou 
of  the  President  shall  be  made  kuowu. 

Col.  \L  S.  Howe,  I'hird  V.  S.  Cavalry,  will  detail  a  sergeaut  and  three  men  ^.s  a 
guard  to  convey  tlie  [irisoner  to  Alton. 

The  department  quartermaster  will  furnish  transportation. 

Upon  the  2iith  February  Col.  M.  S.  Howe,  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  olfi- 
cially  notitiett  these  headquarters  that  Lewis,  who  had  been  held  in 
clo.-^e  coiitinement  and  ironed  in  the  military  prison  daring  his  trial  and 
since,  had  escaped.     Whereupon  the  following  notice  was  e.Ktensively 

*  See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  'J45,  for  this  correspondence  and  its  reference  to  Hnrlbut. 
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and  immediately  circulated  by  being  published  in  the  journals  of  the 
city  and  by  being  transmitted  to  neighboring  stations  so  far  up  as 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Escaped  from  the  Irving  Block,  Charles  Lewis,  second  lieutenaut,  Second  U.  S. 
Cavalry,  lately  tried  for  murder  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woods,  a  prisoner  ot  war. 
Two  hundred  dollars  will  be  pai<l  for  his  arrest  and  delivery  to  Col.  D.  C.  Anthony, 
iirovoat-niarshal.  If  he  resists  arrest  all  persons,  civil  or  military,  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  shoot  him  upon  the  spot.  All  officers,  soldiers,  and  citizens  are  required  aud 
authorized  to  arrest  said  Lewis. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Ueu.  S.  A.  Hurlbut:  ^^^^^  BINMORE, 

Assistant  Adjiitant-denernl. 

The  fact  of  the  escape  was  upon  the  same  day  telegraphed  to  the 
Adiutant-Geneial  U.  S.  Army  at  Washington,  1).  O. 

The  next  heard  of  him  showed  him  to  have  hastened  to  Kichmond, 
V;i,.,  where  he  tendered  his  services  to  the  rebel  authorities  aud  wus 
commissioned  as  a  lieutenant  in  some  rebel  organization  of  the  cavalry 
arm. 

It  is  since  reported  that  for  gallantry  in  fighting  against  his  country 
he  was  promoted  to  a  colonelcy,  vice  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  in 
which  he  was  then  serving,  to  till  a  vacancy  by  rea.sou  of  the  death  of 
the  latter  from  wounds  received  at  Fredericksburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

S.  A.  HLTKLBUT, 

Major-irentr<tl. 

[First  indoraement.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Jnhi  l,  IS'IS. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Hon.  Robert  Ould,  agent  for  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

The  form  of  report  of  General  Hurlbut  was  evidently  not  intended 
for  reference  to  Confederate  authorities,  but  as  it  embodies  important 
statements  it  is  forwarded  as  received  by  Colonel  Hortmau. 

\VM.  U.  LFDLUW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange. 

[Second  indursemeut.] 

July  1(»,  1803. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  circumstances  narrated  in  the  two  papers  are  very  singular. 
I  have  made  particular  inquiries  for  any  such  officer  in  our  service  as 
Charles  Lewis  and  can  find  none  such. 

If  he  has  joined  our  service  he  has  changed  his  name. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  ok  Amekiia,  War  Department, 

Bichinonil,  June  ^'d',  ISii-y. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  grounds  upon  which  Doctor  Rucker  has  been  retained 
liave  already'been  fully  communicated.  He  has  been  indicted  liy  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  for  oltenses  cunimitted  within  her  limits 
which  are  not  sanctioned  by  any  civilized  military  code.  He  was  not 
under  the  protection  of  a  .soldier  when  he  committed  the  felonies 
charged  against  him.  The  State  is  now  prosecuting  him  for  those 
crimes  and  his  trial  has  been  delayed  for  two  terms  of  the  court,  at  his 
own  instance,  as  1  am  informed. 
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You  have  said  to  me  that  the  principles  announced  in  General  Orders, 
No.  100,  are  to  a[)i)ly  against  you  as  well  as  for  yoa.  In  that  order 
you  distinctly  recognize  the  right  of  an  invaded  State  to  punish  all 
wanton  violence  committed  against  its  citizens  as  well  as  all  destruc- 
tion of  property  not  commanded  by  the  authorized  othcer.  I  refer  to 
paragraphs  W,  47,  and  especially  50.  If  I  had  the  framing  of  a  pro- 
vision to  meet  Doctor  Rucker's  case  and  to  Justify  his  detention  I  could 
not  use  apter  terms  than  those  employed  in  i)aragTaph  .",0. 

Moreover,  you  have  claimed  and  exercised  the  right  of  holding  many 
of  our  otiicers  and  soldiers  on  mere  suspicion  for  months  without  trial 
or  proceedings  of  any  sort  against  them.  You  have  such  in  confine- 
ment now.  For  them  we  have  selected  none  of  your  otticers  or  soldiers 
in  retaliation:  yet  when  we  retain  the  first  of  yours  under  indictment 
preferred  by  a  grand  jury,  you  immediately  select  one  of  ours  in  retalia- 
tion. If  we  had  applied  any  such  rule  to  you  since  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  how  many  of  your  (jfficers  and  soldiers  would  be  now  in  our 
prisons ' 

I  lament  with  you  the  detention  of  surgeons.  I  am  willing  to  do  any- 
thing consistent  with  honor  and  Justice  to  promote  their  discharge. 
But  we  cannot  surrender  a  clear  right.  Doctor  Rucker's  detention  is 
justified  by  your  own  principles  and  practice.  I  have  already  admitted 
your  right"  to  detain  any  one  of  our  officers  under  similar  circumstances. 
If  we  are  Justified  by  the  rules  of  war  in  detaining  for  trial  Doctor 
Kucker,  what  right  have  you  to  hold  Doctor  Green  in  retaliation  ? 

Your  reijuest  for  the  discharge  of  all  surgeons  except  Doctors  Rucker 
and  Green  is  simply  asking  me  to  admit  that  the  former  is  unjustly 
detained  and  the  latter  rightly  held  in  retaliation.  I  tleny  both  and 
appeal  to  your  own  military  laws.  As  Doctor  Rucker  has  asked  to 
have  his  trial  postponed,  let  his  case  remain  as  it  is  and  let  us  uncon- 
ditionally release  all  other  surgeons  on  both  sides.  If  any  grand  jury 
of  yours  indicts  any  surgeon  or  other  officer  of  ours  for  such  offenses 
as  are  charged  against  Doctor  Rucker,  and  he  is  detained  for  trial,  I 
am  sure  I  will  not  complain. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Aijtiit  <>/■  Exclnuujc. 


MeiiinrdHihim. 

I  AnofT  JfNE  I'o.  1S(33.| 
Col.  D.  T.  Cliandler.  conunittcd  by  ('aptain  Todd. — Charge,  violating 

Ijlockade. 

^lajor  and  bresel  lieutenant-colonel  of  tlie  <:ild  army  in  the  Fifth 
Infantry.  Is  forty-three  years  old.  Retired  as  disabled  from  disease  and 
injniies  contracted  in  line  of  duty.  Resignation  was  accepted  by  the 
President  to  take  eltcrt  in  December  last-  He  was  Iwrii  in  tlie  District 
and  resided  in  Louisiana.  Was  in  lower  Maryland,  Saint  Mary's  County, 
in  February  last.  Attempted  to  go  over  to  Westmoreland,  which  was  in 
Federal  occupation,  to  see  some  friends.  Was  arrested  in  going  on  tiie 
night  of  the  Oth  of  February  in  row-boat  with  some  three  other  i)ersons 
who  have  been  sent  S(.)Uth  since.  He  was  sent  South  to  be  exchanged 
March  lo  with  the  rest.  Mr.  Wood  had  previously  made  every  inquiry 
concerning  him  at  lu-ovost-marshal's,  and  was  informed  that  no  reason 
existed  at  their  office  why  he  should  not  be  exchanged.  Cpon  arriving 
at  Fortress  Monroe  a  telegram  was  received  from  Colonel  Hotlmaa 
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ordering  Colonel  Chandler  to  be  returned.  He  claims  that  he  like  the 
rest  should  be  either  exchanged  or  discharged.  His  baggage  was 
searched  and  nothing  contraband  was  found,  and  it  was  all^returned 
tohim  by  the  commodore.  His  little  pocket  money,  $150  in  gold  and 
$52.30  in  fj.  S.  notes,  was  taken  and  was  forwarded  by  the  district 
attorney  to  be  returned  to  him,  but  was  not.  It  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  District  Attorney  Carriugton  or  prize  commissioner.  The  boat  was 
a  small  row-boat.  Each  person  had  his  own  baggage,  and  the  district 
attorney  said  the  concern  was  not  worth  libeling. "  Colonel  Chandler 
alleges  personal  feeling  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Hoffman  as  the  cause  of 
his  i)rotracted  detention.  He  desires  to  be  sent  to  General  Schenck, 
and  to  be  sent  thence  South. 

|Firs(iuilor3.-,neut.] 

Captain  Parker: 

What  has  become  of  the  case  of  Col.  D.  T.  Chandler? 

J.  H.  MAKTIXDALE, 
Briijadier- General  and  Military  Governor. 

[S'-coitd  iudiiraement.] 

r  respectfully  report  that  George  Taylor  was  discharged  June  13. 
Colonel  Chandler  is  still  in  prison. 

EDWARD  G.  PARKER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  AdjutantGeneral. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hoffman.     Is  there  any  reason  why 
the  exchange  of  Colonel  Chandler  was  interrupted  which  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  deciding  whether  he  should  be  discharged? 
Is  there  any  intention  of  holding  him  for  exchange? 
Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  MARTINDALE, 
Briijadier-General  and  Military  Governor. 


Office  Exchan(;e  of  Prisoners, 

Vickshuni,  Miss..  June  ■J-'!,  196.3. 
MaJ.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Coiintiandini;  l'.  S.  Forres  near  Vivksbnrg,  Mi.-:s.: 
General:  1  this  day  send  across  the  river  to  you  four  men,  viz, 
.James  E.  Gad<ly.  Company  E,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalrv:  Eernard  Collins, 
Company  E,  Tliirty  ninth  Ohio  Infantry:  A.  M.  Shipman,  Company  D, 
Forty-third  Ohio  Infantry:  Nicholas  Hoit,  Coin])any  (J,  Seventh  Iowa 
Infantry,  who  have  been  held  as  hostages  since  December.  1861'.  for  the 
acts  of  some  of  your  soldiers  in  Panola  County,  :\Iiss. 

I  hand  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt. .).  B.  Sample,  U.  S.  x\.rmy, 
and  my  reply. 

Captain  Sample  detained  four  Confederate  prisoners,  viz,  James 
-McFall.Company  A,  Tenth  Kentucky  Pegiment;  William  Leton.  Com- 
pany K.  Twentieth  Tennessee:  E.  W.  Brown.  Thirty-seventh  Missis- 
sippi; W.  H.  Tonilin,  Sixth  Florida,  under  your  instructions,  as 
hostages  for  the  four  Federal  prisoners.  He  and  I  agreed  that  the 
Confederate  jirisoners  should  be  detained  in  .Memphis,'~Tenn..  and  be 
sent  to  me  as  soon  as  the  Federal  prisoners  were  released.  I  ask  of 
you,  general,  a  fultillment  of  this  jjroniise. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

X.  G.   WATTS, 
Major  and  Agent. 
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[InclosQre  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Emerald, 
Xear   Virksburg,  Miss.,  Xovemht-r  I,  1862. 
Maj.  N.  G.  "Watts,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoner.^: 

Sir:  I  am  iiitbriued  by  the  Federal  prisoners  whom  you  have  just 
(leliveied  to  me  tliat  tour  nthers  of  their  fellow-prisouei's  were  detained 
in  close  eontineuient  by  your  order.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  iu 
behalf  of  ray  Government  that  you  state  your  reasons  for  so  detaining 
them.     I  will  await  your  pleasure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  SAMPLE, 
Capt.  and  A.  A.  G.,  U.  N.  Vols..  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

[InclosureXo  2,1 

Office  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Xovember  i',  1S63. 
Cai)t.  J.  B.  Sample, 

On  Board  Steamer  Emerald,  near  Vicksburg,  Miss.: 
Captain:  Your  letter  to  hand.    The  prisoners  mentioned  iu  your 
favor  are  detained  as  hostai;es  by  order  of  my  Government,  and  your 
Government  officially  informed  of  the  fact. 

I  am,  captain,  most  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  G.   WATTS, 
Major,  C.  .V.  Army,  and  Agent  for  Ex.change  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Judge- Advocate-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  34,  1SH3. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Martindale. 

Commanding  Military  District  of  Washington: 

General:  Upon  the  case  of  Cla^gett  Fitzhugh,  submitted  to  me  by 
you.  I  have  the  lujuor  to  reply  tliat  I  have  examined  the  within  papers 
and  tliat  my  views  thereon  are  as  follows: 

Said  Fitzhui;h  is  now  held  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  as  a  citizen  and 
political  laisoner,  having  l)eeu  arrested  iu  Seiitember.  18(12,  for  aiding 
and  abetting  the  enemy,  actinu'  as  guide  to  the  rebel  General  Longstreet, 
&c.  He,  however,  cliiims  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  wai',  asserts 
that  when  captured  he  had  been  regularly  enlisted  iu  the  rebel  service, 
and  as  such  must  have  been  included  iu  the  exchange  of  jirisoners  here- 
tofore carried  out  between  the  two  arnues.  It  is  admitted  that  if  he 
was  an  enlisted  man  at  the  time  of  his  capture  he  has  been  exchanged 
and  should  be  set  at  IJbeity. 

There  is  no  e\idence  whatever  in  the  case,  beyond  Iiis  own  assertion, 
that  Fitzhugh  was  ever  enli>;ed  in  the  rebel  service  as  a  soldier  or 
otherwi.se.  On  the  rontrary  tlie  circumstances  detailed  in  the  papers 
all  go  to  show  that  he  was,  when  arrested,  acting  in  the  character  of  a 
traitorous  and  disloyal  citizen.  ;iud  as  such  giving  aid  ;iiid  comrort  to 
the  enemy.  It  appears  that  he  resideil  at  Mont  .Vlto,  Franklin  County, 
I'a.,  aud  had  held  for  years  a  reponsible  [)ositiou  as  <'leik  and  deputy 
manager  of  the  iron-works  at  that  [)lace:  that  he  had  made  himself 
thoriiiighly  aci|uaiiiteil  in  the  course  of  his  business  with  the  roads  in 
^^'esrcnl  .Maryland  and  on  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania:  that  hejoined 
till'  (Miem\-  u|ion  tlicir  invasion  of  the  latter  State  on  the  l  -tii  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  raiitured   the   next  day:  that  when  captured  he  was 
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raoanteti  and  armed,  and  acting  not  in  the  capacity  of  a  soldier,  but  as 
guide  to  the  ammunition  train  of  (reneral  Longstreet's  command.  It 
is  not  probable  that  an  old  resident  of  that  region  occupying  a  respect- 
able and  responsible  position  iu  society  would  leave  his  home  and  his 
business  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  as  a  rebel  soldier.  It  is  much  more 
probable  that  he  joined  the  enemy  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them 
with  the  knowledge  and  information  which  he  possesseil  as  a  citizen 
and  as  a  man  of  intelligence  and  iutiuenceiu  the  neighborhood,  and  the 
occupation  in  which  he  was  engaged  when  captured  was  precisely  such 
as  his  previous  residence  and  local  knowledge  had  best  fitted  him  for. 

It  appears  that  his  loyalty  had  been  long  suspected  among  his  fellow- 
citizens.  Uuder  the  circumstances  ic  is  not  deemed  that  the  prisoner's 
own  statement  should  be  held  sufficient  to  settle  his  status,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  in  the  within  letters*  it  is  recommended 
that  the  prisoner  be  returned  to  the  authorities  of  Franklin  County  to 
beprosecutedundertheactof  Congress  of  July  17, 1862,  Chapter  CXCV, 
or  such  other  act  as  the  evidence  available  iu  the  case  may  indicate  as 
more  directly  applicable  to  his  offense.  In  view  of  the  known  disloyalty 
of  Fitzhugh  and  his  efticiency  as  a  guide  it  is  for  the  President  to  deter- 
mine whether,  in  case  he  be  remanded  to  the  civil  authority  during  the 
present  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  rebels,  it  will  not  be  expedient 
to  suspend  in  his  case  tlie  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

Colonel:  A  steamer  will  leave  to-morrow  with  some  400  prisoners 
of  war  for  delivery  at  City  Point.  I  send  with  tliem  a  surgeon  and 
chaplain  to  be  delivered  or  not  as  you  may  think  proper  under  the  sus- 
pension existing  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  cartel.  No  transpor- 
tation could  be  furnished  at  Philadelphia,  and  I  have  therefore  sent 
from  here  the  only  available  steamers  iu  port  to  take  the  prisoners  of 
war  from  Fort  Delaware  to  City  Point.  They  will  be  obliged  to  make 
two  trips.  Before  the  arrival  of  paroled  prisoners  from  City  Point  I 
will  be  able  to  tell  you  how  many  should  be  delivered  here.  1  doubt  if 
they  have  as  many  as  they  re[)resent,  for  nearly  all  the  missing  of  M.il- 
roy's  command  have  ronie  in.  I  send  you  by  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
another  package  of  rolls  of  paroled  men  at  Camp  Chase  who  are  to  be 
exchanged.  They  are  from  many  ditfereut  regiments,  and  I  don't  see 
how  you  can  classify  tiicm  except  by  saying  "  officers  and  enlisted  men 
at  Camp  Chase"  on  rolls  presented. 

Surgeon  Barnes,  medical  inspector,  informs  me  that  there  are  fre- 
quently more  prisoners  (inittned  at  Fort  Norfolk  than  the  place  will 
accommodate  without  producing  much  sickness,  and  as,  if  I  understand 
rightly,  prisoners  of  war  are  lield  there  only  temporarily  while  waiting 
delivery  at  City  Point  untler  your  direction,  I  rei|uest  you  will  avoid 
crowding  the  fort  by  returning  to  Fort  Delaware  as  many  as  it  will  not 
conveniently  accommodate.  If  prisoners  of  war  are  held  there  who 
have  beeu  captured  iu  that  department,  I  should  have  rolls  and  returns 
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of  them.     I  am  unable  to  say  ou  what  terras  Varner  was  released,  nor 
can  I  say  whether  he  has  gone  beyond  our  lines.     I  will  inquire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAif, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  24,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-Gvin-rdl  of  Prisoners: 

Please  delay  nntd  I  again  telegriiph  you  sending  the  prisoners  of 
war  here  from  Fort  Delaware.  Military  movement  here  makes  this 
delay  necessary. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  £c. 


irEAnonARTERS    DEPARTMENT   OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe.  June  24,  lSfi.3. 
Col.  Willia:»i  Hoffman,   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  respectfully  reijuest  that  lists  of  all  prisoners  and  other 
persons  sent  from  Washington  on  a  riagof-truce  boat  to  be  delivered 
at  City  Point  be  inspected  by  you,  and  I  will  instruct  the  odicer  in 
charge  of  such  boat  to  receive  no  one  whose  name  has  not  been  ap- 
proved by  you. 

An  infamous  outrage  unknown  to  you  was  committed  by  sending  on 
the  last  tlag  of-truce  boat,  under  the  charge  of  Major  Mulford,  Third 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  a  woman,  who  was  placed  on  board  by 
Detective  Baker  or  Superintendent  \Vood.  or  both,  to  be  sent  to  Rich- 
mond and  who  is  a  detective  in  their  employ. 

I  have  called  for  a  report  in  tiie  case,  and  when  made  by  Major  .^[ul- 
ford  I  will  forward  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War  aud  will  furnish  you  with 
a  copy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchamje  of  Prisoners, 

The  name  of  the  woman  as  given  on  the  roll  is  Ann  Waters, 
Warrentou,  Famiuier  County,  rebel  mail  carrier  and  contrabandist. 


FIeadquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  ~'i,  1SG3. 
Col.  William  TIoffman,   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

CoLn^■EL:  1  inclose  to  you  for  your  information  copies  of  corre- 
spondence* in  relation  to  exchange  of  citizen  prisoners  and  which 
some  time  ago  were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  has  his 
approval. 

You  will  see  how  impracticable  at  present  exchanges  of  citizens  are 
and  how  little  hope  there  is  of  any  siieedy  removal  of  obstacles.  The 
only  prospect  I  can  now  see  of  such  removal  is  a  pressure  upon  the 
Confederate  authorities  by  the  friends  of  the  citi/.en  prisoners  we  hold. 

"  See  Ould  to  LikUow,  M.iy  i."2.  uml  I.ikUhw  to  Diikl,  May  iTi,  Vul.  V,  this  series, 
pp.  liDl  anil  703,  respectively. 
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It  required  six  months'  hard  labor  for  me  to  succeed  in  effecting  the 
prisoners'  exchanges  or  releases  of  our  citizens  held  by  the  Confed- 
erates. 

I  would  recommend  that  you  send  here  no  more  Confederate  citizens 
.until  I  can  inform  you  of  some  prospect  of  obtaining  e<]uivalents  for 
them. 

I  am,  very  resiieotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LFDLOW, 
Lii'Htenrnit- Colonel  and  A;/ent  for  Exchmifie. 

P.  S.— r  send  also  copies  of  correspondence*  in  relation  to  tlireatened 
retaliation  on  ofticcrs,  wliich  lias  also  received  tiie  approval  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  I>epartment, 

Richmowl.  \'a..  June  ;J4,  1863. 

Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  [n  considering  the  Order  No.  100,  of  T8C3,  U.  S.  War  Depart- 
ment, entitled  "  Instructions  for  the  sovernuient  of  armies  in  the  held,"' 
the -inquiry  is  sngj;ested  whether  ft  was  communicated  to  you  with 
any  purpose  of  obtaining  a  reply  from  you  as  to  the  merits  of  the  order 
or  your  assent  to  its  provisions.  It  sometimes  happens  with  nations 
eng'aged  in  war  that  besides  tlie  usual  agreements  relative  to  the 
exchangeof  prisoners,  tlags  of  truce,  passports,  and  intercourse  between 
armies  in  tlio  field,  general  conventions  are  made  for  regulating  the 
principles  on  which  the  war  is  to  be  conducted;  the  treatment  that  per- 
sons and  property  found  in  the  territory  which  is  the  seat  of  the  war 
shall  experience,  and  how  the  evils  of  the  war  may  be  mitigated  by  the 
adoption  of  a  positive  code. 

The  writers  on  international  law  mention  such  conventions  as  entirely 
legitimate:  but  this  order  seems  to  rejmdiate  such  a  purpose  by  assert- 
ing that '•  no  conventional  restriction  of  the  modes  adopted  to  injure 
the  enemy  is  any  longer  admitted."  (Jrder  No.  lOU  is  a  confused, 
unassorted,  and  undiscriminating  compilation  from  the  opinion  of  the 
imlilicists  of  the  last  two  centuiies,  sunie  of  which  are  obsolete,  others 
repudiated:  and  a  military  ciimniander  under  this  code  may  pursue  a 
lineiif  conduct  iii  accordance  with  principles  of  justire.  faith,  and  honor, 
or  he  may  justify  coiuluct  correspondent  with  tlie  warfare  of  the  bar- 
barous hordes  who  overran  the  KomanEmpire,  or  who,  in  the  Middle 
Ages,  devastated  the  continent  of  Asia  and  nienaccd  the  civilization  of 
Knrope.  Tliere  is  no  course  left  us  but  ti>  designate  rhe  cJass  of  prin- 
ciples that  meet  our  approbation  and  to  distinuuish  thuse  that  will  pro- 
voke retaliation.  Th(^  Confederate  States  agree  ••  that  it  is  incumbent 
upon  all  who  are  in  situations  to  administer  martial  law  that  tliey  should 
be  strictly  guided  by  the  principles  nf  justice.  Inuior,  and  hnnianity — 
virtues  adorning  a  soldier  even  more  than  other  men,  for  the  very 
reason  that  he  possesses  the  ])owi'r  ot  his  arms  auamst  the  unarmed — 
and  that  the  law  of  war  disclaims  all  cruelty  and  bad  faith  concerning 
engagements  concluded  with  the  ciii'inx"  dm  ing  the  war,  all  extortions, 
all  transactions  f(U'  individual  gam,  all  acts  ot  private  revenge,  or  con- 
nivance at  such  acts.''  They  agree  "  that  as  rivilization  has  advanced 
so  has  likewise  steadily  ailvanced,  especially  in  war  on  land,  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  private  individual  belonging  to  a  hostile  country 

'  .Sfe  Onkl  to  Ludlow.  May  L'l',  ami  ■Ludlow  to  Oiild,  Jlay  25,  Vol.  \',  tliia  series, 
pp.  6'JO  and  702,  respectively. 
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and  the  hostile  country  itself  with  its  men  in  arms.  The  principle  has 
been  more  and  more  acknowledged  that  the  unarmed  citizen  is  to  be 
spared  in  person,  pmperty,  and  honor  as  much  as  the  exigencies  of  war 
will  admit."  They  agree'--  rhat  it  is  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  war  and 
the  principles  of  humanity  to  murder,  enslave,  or  carry  off  to  distant 
[)arts  private  citizens,  and  that  the  inoffensive  individual  should  be  as 
little  disturbeil  in  his  private  relations  as  the  commander  of  the  hostile 
troops  cau  art'ord  to  grant  in  the  overruling  exigencies  of  a  vigorous 
war."'  They  agree  "that  it  was  in  remote  times,  and  continues  to  be 
with  vindictive,  malignant,  and  savage  armies  at  the  present  time,  the 
rule  that  the  private  individual  of  the  hostile  country  is  destined  to 
suffer  every  privation  of  ]il)erty  and  protection  and  every  disruption 
ot  family  ties,  and  that  in  modern  regular  wars  of  the  Europeans  and" 
portions  of  "their  descendants  in  other  portions  of  the  globe" — candor 
will  not  allow  us  to  say  allot  their  descendants — --protection  of  the 
inoti'ensive  citizen  of  the  hostile  country  is  the  rule,  and  privation  and 
disturbance  of  private  relations  is  the  exception."  They  acknowledge 
'•  that  when  men  take  up  arms  against  one  another  in  a  public  war  they 
do  not  cease  on  this  account  to  be  moral  beings,  responsible  to  one 
another  and  to  God." 

These  principles  condemn  the  murder  of  non-combatants;  the  pillage 
of  the  farms  and  housesof  persons  who  are  not  engaged  in  the  war;  the 
destruction  of  implements  of  husbandry,  growing  crops,  mills,  houses, 
fruit  trees,  and  the  rtlling  up  and  destruction  of  ports  and  harbors  of 
refuge;  the  expulsion  of  old  men,  women,  and  children,  with  limited 
supplies  of  money  and  clothing  from  their  homes;  the  violation  of  car- 
tels relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners;  the  detention  of  prisoners  for 
weeks  and  mouths,  and  even  years,  after  their  exchange,  and  the  incit- 
ing of  slaves  to  insurrection. 

Had  no  other  articles  upon  the  mode  of  iirosecuting  the  war  than 
those  been  luiblished  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Order 
Zs'o.  100  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  solemn  rebuke  by  the  compilers 
of  its  code  to  those  military  authorities  by  whom  and  to  whom  it  is 
addressed  of  their  conduct  and  practices  during  this  war.  The  asser- 
tion of  dogmas  of  another  class  become,  therefore,  necessary  to  aftbrd 
some  sort  of  an  apology  for  this  conduct  and  these  practices. 

I  proceed  to  state  these,  that  the  two  contradictory  and  opposed  sys- 
tems of  what  are  designated  as  instructions,  and  what  are  selected  as 
established  rules  and  usages  of  war,  may  be  confronted.  --.Military 
necessity,"  says  Order  No.  lOO,'  -'admits  of  all  direct  destruction  of  life 
and  limb  of  armeil  enemies,  and  of  nther  persons  whose  destruction  is 
incidentally  unavoidable  in  the  ;u-nied  contests  of  the  war;  it  allows  of 
the  capturing  of  every  armed  enemy,  and  every  enemy  of  importance  to 
the  hostile  (xovernment,  or  of  peculiar  danger  to  the  captor;  it  allows 
of  all  destnu'tion  of  property,  and  obstruction  of  the  ways  and  channels 
of  traflic.  tra\el.ia-conimnnfcation.  and  of  all  withholding  of  sustenance 
or  means  of  lite  fi'oni  the  enemy;  iifapiiroi)riat  ion  of  whatever  an  enemy's 
country  allbrds  for  the  sub-istencc  and  safety  of  the  army,  and  of  such 
•  Icceptiiiii  as  dues  not  involve  the  breaking  of  good  faith,  [lositively 
vlrilged.  regarding  agreements  entered  into  during  the  war.  or  supposed 
..y  tiic  modern  law  u(  war  to  exist."'  "War  is  not  carried  on  by  arms 
;;!one.  It  is  lawful  to  starve  the  hostile  belligerents,  armed  or  unarmed, 
.so  that  it  leads  t(»  the  speedier  subjection  of  the  enemy."  --Command- 
ers, whenever  admissible,  inform  the  enemy  of  tlieir  intention  to  bom- 
bard a  place,  so  that  non-coml)atants,  and  especially  the  women  and 
children,  mav  be  removed  before  the  bombardment  commences;  but  it 
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i3  uo  infraction  of  the  law  of  war  to  omit  thus  to  inform  the  enemy. 

'  TEi'St?on:  SlS-'code  w.ll  sufficiently  discriminate.the  two 

cla's^of  doctrine  ana  tl^^r^xSr^h^t^^^ 

damental  principle  of  their  own  Coustit.  tion     The  <^^vertb.ow^^^^  t^^^^ 

principle  of  ^fSO^^^rf^Z^SSfZ  F^lera  SnsUt'uion  of 
pendence,  and  as  embodied  m  the  btate  anu  | '-"*:"J  .,  ,   ....   • 

l,e  States  composing  the  Federal  Union,  ^^l^'c'j.f^  ,=;  fj\^,^  "'     ,^^2^ 
the  principle  which  lies  at  the  foundation  «'  *  f '"'     ;tX    le  ?tate8 
of  the  Federal  Government.     The  subjugation  ot    he  Con  e^e^ite  btates 
i^  the  illecntimate  object  they  propose  to  accomplish  b>  tue  war. 
"TracomiSittheyhave%sl^ 

the  ruins  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  states  and  have  '^'l^Pted  a 
barbarous  system  of  warfare  on  the  pretext  of  a  null  ary  "ecess,  y.  It 
•s  m  this  code  of  military  necessity  that  the  acts  «'  atr°"  '^  "^^  ,, 
lence  which  have  been  committed  by  the  othcers  «**''*',  ^'tntimlin 
and  have  shocked  the  moral  sense  ot  civilized  nations  aie  to  hnd  an 
apology  and  defense.  .         , ,  i,i,-,,,,i 

The  history  of  this  war  exhibits  frequently  the  murder  i     ';'1^1  ^^ 
of  unarmed  and  unresisting  citizens ;  the  destruction  "  V'"',"    ,  "T,   m   e 
vilhiges  as  a  pastime:  the  removal  to  distant  places  ot  a  1^"^^  m.m   er 
of  citizens  who  at  no  time  have  been  engaged  with  the  army;  the  sp     a- 
tion  of  farm-houses  of  theirfood,furniture,libraries,pictures,  and  tami> 

apparel  bv  soldiers  and  in  some  cases  by  othcers  highest  m  command 
the  department.  Men,  women,  and  children  have  been  «M5'^|'^^  ''^  . 
their  homes  in  the  inLdement  weather  of  winter  or  in  ^l'^  •laikne^>  .  t 
ni^Tht.  It  is  shockingly  true  that  our  enemy  does  not  cair>  on  war 
alone  bv  arms.  It  is  not  true  that  any  military  ne.'essity  excuses  sy^te  - 
atic  and  habitual  departure  from  the  laws  of  war  hrst  enunciated  and 
justifies  the  adoption  of  rules  contrary  to  them  to  regulate  "^;  'tary  ".'t-ei^ 
ations  Military  necessity  as  a  legislator  has  a  supreme  authontj  ,  but 
Uie  range  of  its^urisdiction  is  limited.  The  ncressity  m.ist  be  present. 
uro-e,^t,  •uul  overruling,  and  the  acts  done  under  it  must  attord  probable 
me"ans  of  escape  from  an  impending  danger. 

In  such  a  case  ordinary  rules  are  suspended  and  ^^^^^ '^  ,^'f  ^  .^^"'; 
reasonably  done  is  sanctioned.  Even  justice  and  right  in  sucn  case^ 
w  t  Jraw^heir  censorship  and  sway  and  submit  temporarily  oth^. 
more  imperious  authority;  but  no  country,  uo  government,  is  ju^tihed 
in  leduc  iV^  a  rule  of  practice  fn.m  rare  and  extreme  instances  ot  mex^ 
on  bleo  unreasoning  necessity.  The  .ju.lgment  and  conscience  a  e 
alike  perplexed  in  forming  conclusions  when  measures  o  v  lence 
under  such  prompting  are  prescribed  for  their  cous.dera  on  and  the 
hSorian  and  pnblici^  content  themselves  with  "f  ^-^-^.^  -^'^S,; 
suo-esting  the  extenuating  circumstances  in  such  occuiien.'C^  without 
venturin-- to  alford  them  lountenance  or  approval.  ,  ■    ,     .^^ 

The  ruh?rs  or  commanders  who  use  them  as  precedents  and  indicate 
to  their  subordinates  that  there  is  some  law  of  military  necessity  w hicl 

is  competent  for  them  to  adopt  as  an  habitua  standard  ot  condu 
become  i<u-^V.^,,s.  rrinnnis  in  the  atrocities  t^^t  .nay  tollow  an  la^c 
worthy  of  the  same  degree  of  infamy  and  punishment.  They  can  ot 
frame  mischief  into  a  code  or  make  an  instituted  system  ot  rule, 
embodying  the  spirit  of  mischief  under  the  name  ot  a  military  necesMtv . 
The  (iuntr-y  tha[  adopts  as  allies  murder,  rapine,  cruelty,  nu-endiarism. 
and  revenge  is  condemned  by  the  voice  ot  the  civilized  world. 
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The  war  that  needs  auch  auxiliaries  carries  iafallible  marks  to  dis- 
tinguish it  as  an  unholv  and  unchristian  war. 

The  answer  to  these  doctrines  of  military  necessity  is  to  be  found  in 
that  title  of  the  same  code  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  retaliation. 
It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  those  who  would  make  a  law-giver  of 
military  necessity  should  desire  the  abduction  or  dethronement  of  the 
ruleofuulitary  retaliation,  and  so  in  this  code  retaliation  is  deprecated. 
A  malignant,  unscrupulous,  revengeful  enemy  -'leaves  to  hi.s  opponent 
no  other  means  of  securing  himself  against  the  repetition  of  barbarous 
outrage  than  is  afforded  by  retaliation."  The  Confederacy  acknowl- 
edges the  obligation  to  employ  retaliation  carefully  and  with  circum- 
spection. The  intlirtion  of  merited  punishment  upon  notorious  offenders 
against  law  and  humauity  should  always  be  characterized  by  a  judicial 
moderation  and  temperance.  It  should  not  be  employed  as  an  instru- 
ment of  cruelty  or  revenge,  and  should  not  be  carried  any  further  than 
to  produce  a  thorough  reformation  of  the  offending  nation. 

To  this  extent  the  Confederate  States  have  asserted  tlieir  determina- 
tion to  resort  to  it.  In  the  military  orders  of  this  Department,  bearing 
date  August  1, 1802,  the  military  orders  of  Cieneral  Pope,  commanding 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  Xurtlu'rn  X'irginia.  were  reviewed, 
antl  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress,  which  prattices  of  a  similar 
nature  would  jirovoke,  plaiidy  declared. 

Again,  on  December  L'i,  1862,  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
published  his  proclamation  in  reference  to  the  military  administration 
of  Maj.  Gen.  1>.  F.  Butler.  These  public  and  authoritative  expositions 
by  the  Confederate  States  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  may  be 
referred  to  as  indicative  of  their  temper  and  disposition  that  any  prac- 
tice on  these  institutes  concerning  necessity  will  incite. 

The  authorities  who  have  issued  Ortler  Xo.  100  affect  to  be  gov- 
erned in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  by  laws  not  prescribed  by  them- 
selves, nor  the  offspring  of  their  interest  or  passions,  but  which  are 
derived  from  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  and  have  the  sanction  of 
the  judgments  of  enlightened  publicists.  Nor  do  they  openly  contest 
the  claim  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  fall  benefit  of  those  laws. 

The  employment  of  a  servile  insurrection  as  an  instrument  of  war  is 
contrary  to  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  and  the  I'nited  States,  under 
the  counsel  that  prevailed  in  the  better  days  of  the  llepublic.  would 
have  regarded  an  attemjit  of  the  kind  as  dishonoring  to  the  State  or 
people  wlio  might  be  guilty  of  adopting  it. 

Since  the  existence  of  American  IndcpcTidence  every  one  of  its 
States  recognized  negro  slavery  as  a  leual  relation  within  its  linuts. 
and  its  commercial  iioimlation  participated  in  the  prolitsof  the  Afri<'an 
slave-trade  under  the  laws  of  the  Cnion  after  the  commencement  of 
the  present  century.  The  ratio  upon  which  representation  in  one  of  the 
branches  of  their  Congress,  and  their  dirci't  taxes  are  apportioned,  is 
settled  with  reference  to  the  exisrence  oi'  a  population  of  bondsmen 
within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 

The  hi;;licst  Judicial  tribunal  has  ilctcrniined  that  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  are  not  contrary  to  the  law  ot'  nations,  and  that  the  vohin- 
tary  renio\'al  of  slaves  to  a  State  ivhcre  slavery  does  not  exist  does  not 
pievent  the  renewal  of  tlie  idation  ot'  master  and  slave  on  their  return 
to  the  State  of  their  domicile. 

The  diplomatic  correspondence,  the  solemn  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  show  reclamations  for  the  \  ilnc  ot' escaping  slaves  and  of  slaves 
abducted  by  a  military  force  in  time  ot W.ir.  and  the  recoeiution  of  that 
claim  by  the  foreign  nation.     .\t    rln^   moment  the  Constitution  and 
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laws  of  the  United  States  contain  provisions  for  tbcTeturn  of  fugitive 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another.  The  principle  oi  postliminium  does 
not  rest  upon  any  tietion,  nor  is  it  any  exceptional  rule  existing  in  the 
international  law.  The  municipal  laws  of  one  State  have  no  more 
authority  or  recognition  within  the  limits  of  another  than  it  is  con- 
sistent with  the  law  or  policy  of  the  latter  to  permit. 

In  those  States  in  which  slavery  is  prohibited  the  claim  of  the  for- 
eign master  for  the  services  or  the  custody  of  his  slave  whom  he  has 
imported  is  not  recognized  or  enforced  daring  his  sojourn,  and  the 
slave  may  appeal  to  the  civil  tribunals  for  protection  in  case  the  attempt 
to  maintain  it  is  made;  but  the  law  of  the  State  of  the  temporary 
domicile  or  sojourn  is  not  recognized  or  entbrced  in  the  State  to  which 
the  master  and  slave  belong  and  the  claim  of  the  master  will  be  upheld 
on  his  return.  This  proposition  is  exceedingly  clear,  and  the  most 
eminent  jurists  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  have  sanctioned 
it  and  the  texts  of  the  Koman  Pandects  are  consonant  to  it:  ^-Si  vero 
servus  transfiujtrit  ad  ho.stes;  quonium  et  cum  cuttu  capUis  est,  dominus 
in  eo  mstliminium  liabet:^  The  articles  of  the  code  on  this  subject  are  a 
specimen  of  pedantic  impertinence  without  a  parallel.  The  enlistment 
of  negro  slaves  as  a  part  of  the  Army  of  tlie  ULUted  States  cannot  be 
regarded  as^having  any  object  but  one.  It  is  a  j)art  of  the  system  of 
the  United  States  Government  to  subvert  by  violence  the  social  system 
and  domestic  relations  of  the  negro  slaves  in  the  Confederacy  and  to 
add  to  the  calamities  of  the  war  a  servile  insurrection.  The  savage 
passions  and  brutal  appetites  of  a  barbarous  race  are  to  be  stimulated 
into  fierce  activity. 

Such  a  war  involves  necessarily  the  abandonment  of  all  rules,  con- 
ventions, mitigating  intluences,  and  humanizing  usages.  The  enemy 
who  adopts  such  auxiliaries  proclaims  in  advance  his  desire  as  well  as 
design  that  the  war  shall  be  one  tor  mutual  extermination.  The  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederate  States  at  their  last  session  adopted  resolutions 
which  have  the  force  of  laws  in  the  Confederate  States.  They  are  the 
only  reply  that  the  Department  has  to  make  to  the  articles  of  the  code 
and  the  practice  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject. 

The  articles  of  Military  Order  Xo.  lou  upon  the  subject  of  the 
exchange  or  parole  of  prisoners  require  a  passing  notice.  The  persons 
to  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  those  to  he  released  as  non-com- 
batants, and  the  terms  on  which  the  former  should  be  exchanged,  may 
be  regulated  by  cartels  agreed  upon  by  the  belligerents,  or  in  the 
absence  of  such  agreements  on  the  usages  of  war  and  the  particular 
instructions  given  to  the  commander  of  the  capturing  force  by  his 
government.  The  law  of  nations  authorize  the  dismissal  of  prisoners 
on  their  parole  under  promise  not  to  carry  arms  for  a  certain  time  or 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  They  aliirm  that  a  commander 
may  make  engagements  with  the  enemy  to  this  etfcct;  bat  such  engage- 
ments have  their  limits;  the  limits  suggesteiL  are  that  he  cannot  under- 
take that  his  troo[)s  shall  never  bear  arms  again  against  the  enemy, 
though  he  may  engage  that  they  shall  not  do  so  during  the  existing 
war,  because  the  enemy  may  so  long  detain  them  in  captivity.  It  is 
obviously  proper  that  the  possession  of  the  prisoner  .should  be  com- 
plete, j((/-y  victorifv,  l)y  the  conqueror  and  the  spts  fr,np>:iandi  frus- 
trated. Hence  the  paroling  of  prisoners  on  the  battle  Held  before  the 
contest  is  ended  is  inoperative  and  void.  But  this  Department  does 
not  consent  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  determine  when  or 
under  what  circumstances  the  parole  of  a  ])risoner  may  take  place. 
They  may  punish  their  soldiers  for  giving  a  parole  or  accepting  a 
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release  contrary  to  or  in  the  absence  of  their  regulations;  but  the  con- 
tract of  parole  being  recognized  as  one  lawful  between  the  captor  and 
the  prisoner  by  the  law  of  war,  the  government  of  the  prisoner  is 
bound  to  respect  a  fair  and  reasonable  contract  under  which  the  pris- 
oner has  been  released. 

In  the  Regulations  of  the  Ai'my  of  the  United  States,  revised  by  Gen- 
eral Scott  in  181*5,  the  following  institutes  on  that  subject  will  be  found: 

(Extiact  from  General  Rej^ulations  for  the  Army  of  the  ITuitcd  States,  revised  by 
Mujor-General  tjcott,  1825.     "     '     ") 

Faraarraph  715,  page  141.  The  officers  among  the  prisoners  will  not,  in  general, 
be  condned  with  the  other  prisoners.  The  general-iTi-ehief,  or  the  commander  of  a 
department,  may,  according  to  iustrnctions  and  the  deportment  of  the  otiicers,  give 
them  permission  to  repair,  without  escort,  to  snch  places  and  by  such  routes  as 
may  be  designated,  taking  from  each  his  parole  iu  writing,  binding  him  to  act 
accordingly. 

Paragraph  716,  page  141.  Every  such  ntlicer  who  violates  his  parole,  by  depart- 
ing from  the  route  prescribed  or  the  limits  assigned  him,  or  who,  beins^  permitted 
to  return  to  his  own  country,  shall  serve  again.>t  the  L'nited  States  or  their  allies, 
before  exchanged,  or  iu  violation  of  his  parole  given,  every  such  oliicer  being  retaken 
shall,  at  least,  be  put  and  kept  in  irons,  and  may  be  otherwise  punished,  according 
to  the  particular  cireumstauces  of  the  case,  the  instructions  of  the  Government,  and 
the  usages  of  war. 

X.  B. — General  Scott  in  Me.xico,  especially  at  Puebla,  paroled  large 
numbers  of  Mexican  soldiers  without  cartel  or  concert  with  the  enemy. 
*  *  *  The  fact  is  stated  in  the  title  of  Military  Order  So.  100  that 
it  was  proposed  by  a  German  professor,  an  alien  by  nativity  to  the  Con- 
stitutiou,  laws,  and  institutions  of  the  United  States.  The  intrinsic 
evidence  furnished  by  the  order  itself  shows  that  it  is  the  handicraft  of 
one  much  more  familiar  with  the  decrees  of  the  imperial  despotisms  of 
the  continent  of  Europe  than  with  Magna  Charta,  the  Petition  of  Right, 
the  Bill  of  Right,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

The  words  war-traitor,  war-rebel,  are  not  words  of  an  American 
vocabulary.  Treason  is  defined  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  the  evidence  by  which  it  is  to  be  i^roved  is  described,  and  the 
judicial  tribunals  for  the  arraignment  and  trial  of  the  traitor  are  estab- 
lished and  determined  by  that  instrument  in  words  so  plain  that  he 
that  runs  may  read.  The  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  con- 
tains the  same  provisions.  It  is  exceeilingly  clear  that  martial  law  and 
military  commissions  can  have  no  jurisdicticju  over  one  from  whom 
allegiance  is  claimed  because  he  is  a  traitor  to  the  obligations  that 
relation  imposes.  Imperial  or  military  despots  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  have  employed  commissions  composed  of  military  subordinates 
to  accomplish  their  State  policy,  or  gratify  their  revenge,  but  the  faith- 
ful historian  has  recorded  the  reproving  judgment  of  mankind  upon 
the  injustice  of  the  procetlure. 

The  (Confederate  States  will  perform  another  duty  to  the  cause  of 
American  libeity  by  resisting  to  a  bloody  issue  the  eniployuient  of 
any  such  methods  by  our  enemies  in  the  course  of  this  war  in  resiiect 
to  any  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  either  within  or  without  the 
lines  of  the  enemy,  as  a  war-rebel  or  war-traitor,  as  deiined  by  this 
order. 

The  most  prominent  of  the  matters  treated  of  in  Order  Xo.  100  have 
been  noticed.  There  are  other  articles  that  are  objectionable,  and  that 
disclose  the  unrelentinu' and  viiulicrive  spirit  with  which  our  enemies 
prosecute  the  odious  purpose  wliich  they  have  pro|>osed  to  themselves 
to  accomplish.     The  accomplishment  of  that  purpose  would   be  the 
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overthrow  of  their  own  institutions,  as  well  as  of  our  own.  The  events 
of  the  war  have  sulHciently  shown  that  our  object  has  been  to  bring 
it  to  a  conclusion,  without  impairing  or  weakening  the  institutions  or 
principles  that  have  come  to  us  from  our  ancestors.  We  have  not 
prosecuted  war  as  an  instrument  of  massacre  or  confusion,  but  in  the 
maintenance  of  rights  which  were  achieved  for  us  by  the  ex[»enditure 
of  blood  and  treasure,  and  for  which  our  fathers  endured  suffering  and 
privations. 

We  have  always  been  ready  to  frame  conventions  to  mitigate  its 
calamities,  and  to  render  a  speedy  and  permanent  peace  attainable. 
We  shall  not  depart  from  this  course  unless  fairly  justified  by  the  great 
law  of  self  preservation,  pniduced  by  a  fatal  necessity,  created  by  the 
odious  measures  of  our  adversary. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDONi, 

iSec retari/  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  June  x.'i,  1S63. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  three  papers,*  marked  A, 
B,  and  C,  respectively.  Paper  A  is  the  Federal  agent's  inquiry 
respecting  the  recent  law  in  relation  to  negro  troops  and  their  white 
officers.  Paper  marked  B  is  my  reply  and  0  is  his  reioinder. 
One  of  the  alleged  facts  stated  in  the  rejoinder  is  positively  false.  I 
refer  to  the  statement  that  '•  negroes  were  delivered  as  prisoners  of 
war  at  Aiken's  Lauding  and  receipted  for  and  counted  in  exchange.'' 
It  is  within  my  own  knowledge  that  the  averment  is  untrue.  Some 
body  servants  of  ofticers  were  received  there  but  not  as  prisoners  of 
war.  They  were  not  counted  in  exchange.  The  Federal  agent  did  not 
at  that  time  even  ask  that  they  should  be  received  "  as  prisoners  of 
war"  or  -counted  in  exchange."  lam  not  fully  informed  as  to  the 
other  allegations  made  by  the  Federal  agent.  I  will  be  liaiipy  to 
receive  any  instructions  from  you  in  relation  to  the  whole  subject  mat- 
ter before  I  answer  the  cnmimuuication. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  Ol'LD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Big  Spring  Branch,  June  .33,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Granger,  Xashcille,  Tcnn.: 

(tEXERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  in  reply  to  your 
letterin  reference  to  Major  .lones.  C.  S.  Army,  to  say  that  permissioii'was 
uiven  him  to  go  South  on  his  parole  of  honor  with  a  view  to  etiecting 
his  exchange  on  account  of  rep(jrts  which  have  reached  the  general 
commanding  of  his  humanity  to  our  wounded  prisoners  after  the  affair 
ot  Thompson's  Station.  Since  this  permission  was  granted  general 
orders  have  been  issued  from  the  War  Department' prohibiting  ex- 
changes of  officers  on  account  of  a  similar  measure  adopted  by  the 
Confederate  authorities  denying  exchanges  to  officers  in  their  hands. 

*^^T^®J;'^'^'"'^^°,9"^'^'  '^"'"^  ^'  ^'°^-  ""'■  ''^'^  series.p.TST;  Oukl  to  Ludlow,  June  12, 
andLudlow  to  Ould,  .June  ll.pp.  11,  17,  a)i(e. 
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The  general  commanding  is  therefore  obliged  to  revoke  the  permission 
given  Major  Jones,  and  directs  you  to  consider  him  a  prisoner  of  war 
and  to  furnish  him  a  copy  of  tliis  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GODDARD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  Jun^  ^6,  1S63. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  tile  United  States: 

The  undersigued,  having  been  appointed  a  committee  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  resolutions  of  the  State  couveutiou  held  at  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  on  the  11th  instant,  to  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject  of 
the  arrest  and  banishment  of  Clement  L.  Vallaudigham,  most  respect- 
fully submit  tiie  following  as  the  resolutions  of  the  convention  bearing 
upon  the  subject  of  this  communication,  aud  ask  of  Your  Excellency 
their  earnest  consideration.  And  they  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the 
convention  was  one  in  which  all  parts  of  the  State  were  reiireseiitcd, 
one  of  the  nujst  respectable  as  to  numbers  aud  character  aud  one  of  the 
most  earnest  aud  sincere  iu  support  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Uuiou 
ever  held  in  this  State: 

Resolred.  That  the  will  i)f  the  people  is  the  fonndation  of  all  free  gorernment; 
that  to  give  effect  to  this  free  will,  ft-eo  thought,  free  speech,  aud  a  free  press  are 
absolutely  iudispeusable.  Without  free  disuussion  there  is  no  certainty  of  sound 
judgment;  without  sound  judgment  there  can  be  no  wise  government. 

2.  That  it  is  an  iiihi-rout  and  constitntional  right  of  the  people  to  discuss  all  meas- 
ure.s  of  the  Governnieut.  and  to  .ipprove  or  disapprove  as  to  their  best  judgment 
seems  right.  That  they  have  a  like  right  to  propose  and  advocate  that  policy  which 
iu  their  jiulgmeut  is  be.st,  and  to  argue  and  vote  against  whatever  policy  seems  to 
them  to  violate  the  Constitution,  to  impair  their  liberties,  or  to  be  detrimental  to 
their  welfare. 

3.  That  these  aud  all  other  rights  guaranteed  to  them  by  their  constitutions  are 
their  rights  in  time  of  war  us  well  as  iu  time  of  peace,  aud  of  far  more  value  :ind 
necessity  in  war  than  in  peace,  for  in  peaie  liberty,  security,  and  property  are  seldom 
endangered.     In  war  tliey  are  ever  iu  peril. 

4.  That  we  now  say  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  not  by  way  of  a  threat,  but  calmly 
and  firmly,  that  wc  will  not  surrender  the.se  rights  nor  submit  to  their  forcible  vio- 
lation.    We  will  obey  the  laws  ourselves  and  all  others  must  obey  them. 

11.  That  Ohio  will  adhere  to  thi-  Constitution  and  the  Tnion  as  the  best — it  may 
be  thi'  last — hope  of  popular  freeibun,  .ind  for  all  wrongs  which  may  have  been  com- 
mitted or  evils  which  may  exist  will  seeli  redress  under  the  Constitution  .-uid  within 
the  Uniou  by  the  peaceful  but  iiowerful  agency  of  the  snllrages  of  a  free  people. 

14.  That  we  will  earnestly  sup|iort  every  constitutional  measure  teudiug  to  pre- 
serve the  union  of  tlie  .States.  No  men  have  a  greater  interest  iu  its  preservation 
than  we  have:  none  desire  it  more:  there  are  none  who  will  make  greater  sacrifices 
or  will  endure  more  tluin  wo  \\ill  to  aecoiuplish  that  end.  We  are  as  we  have  ever 
been  the  devoted  friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  and  we  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  enemies  of  either. 

1,').  I'hat  tlie  arrest,  imprisonment,  jnetended  trial,  and  actual  banishment  of 
Cleiueut  L.  V.allamli'^haMi.  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  i>liio,  not  belonging  to  the  lancl 
or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  nor  to  the  militia  in  actual  service,  by  alleged 
military  authority,  for  no  other  pretended  crime  rliau  that  of  uttering  words  of 
logitiiuate  criticism  upon  thocoiiduet  of  the  .A.dniiiiistration  iu  power  and  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  ballot  hox  lor  a  change  o(  policy — s.aid  arrest  aud  military  trial  taking 
pl.icB  where  the  courts  of  law  are  open  and  unobstructed,  aud  lor  no  act  doue  within 
the  sphere  of  active  military  operations  iu  carrying  on  the  war — we  regard  as  a  pal- 
palile  violation  of  the  foUowiug  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniteil  States : 

1.  "Cougre.ss  shall  make  no  law  aliiidging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press, 
orthe  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  (Government  for 
a  redress  of  grie\  rniees. 

2.  "  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  ellects, 
against  unreasonable  searches  aud  seizures,  sliall  not  be  \  iolated.  and  no  warrants 
shall  issue  but  upon  proi'able  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  attiruiation.  and  particu- 
larly describing  the  pl.iee  to  \ie  searched  aud  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 
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3.  "No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  :i  capital,  or  otherwise  infamous  crime 
unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Kf^id.jury,  except  incases  arising  in  the 
land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public 
danger. 

4.  "In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accuse<l  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and 
public  trial,  by  an  impartial  Jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall 
have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law.'' 

And  we  furtliermore  denounce  said  arrest,  trial,  and  banishment  as  a  direct  insult 
offered  to  the  sovereiijiity  of  the  State  of  Oliio,  by  whose  organic  law  it  is  declared 
that  no  person  shall  be  transported  out  of  the  State  for  any  offense  committed  within 
the  same. 

16.  That  Clement  L.  Vallandigham  was  at  the  time  of  bis  arrest  a  prominent  can- 
didate for  nomin.atiou  by  the  Democratic  party  of  Ohio  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
the  State;  that  the  Democratic  party  was  fully  competent  to  decide  whether  he  is  a 
tit  man  for  that  nomination,  and  that  the  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  that  rii;ht  by 
his  arrest  ,and  banishment  was  an  unmerited  imputation  upon  their  intelligence  and 
loyalty,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the  l^mstitution. 

17.  That  we  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  call  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  restore  Clement  L.  Vallandigham  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  and  that  a  committee 
of  one  from  each  Congressional  district  of  the  State,  to  be  selected  by  the  presidino- 
otiicer  of  this  convention,  is  hereby  appointed  to  present  this  application  to  the 
President. 

The  uudersigned,  in  the  (lisrtharge  of  the  duty  a.ssigned  them,  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  reiterate  the  facts  connected  with  ti:e  arrest,  trial, 
and  banishment  of  Mr.  V;ilhxndigham — they  are  wellicnown  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  are  of  public  history— nor  to  enlarge  upon  the  positions  taken 
by  the  convention,  nor  to  recapitulate  the  constitutional  provisions 
which  it  is  believed  liave  been  contravened :  they  have  been  stated  at 
length  and  with  clearness  in  the  resolutions  which  have  been  recited. 
The  undersigned  content  tliemselves  with  brief  reference  to  the  other 
suggestions  pertinent  to  the  subject. 

They  do  not  call  upon  Your  Excellency  as  suppliants,  praying  the 
revocation  of  the  order  banishing  Mr.  Vallandigham  as  a  favor,  but, 
by  the  authority  of  a  convention  representing  a  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Ohio,  they  respectfully  ask  it  as  a  right  due  to  an 
American  citizen,  in  whose  personal  injury  the  sovereigntv  and  dignity 
of  the  peo[)le  of  Ohio  as  a  free  State  have  been  otfended.  And  this  duty 
they  perform  more  cordially  from  the  consideration  that  at  a  time  of 
great  national  emergency,  pregnant  with  danger  to  our  Federal  Union, 
it  is  all  important  that  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union, 
however  they  may  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  administering  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  mea.sures  most  likely  to  be  successful  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  should  not  be 
thrown  into  conflict  with  each  other. 

The  arrest,  unusual  trial,  and  banishment  of  Mr.  Yallandigham  have 
created  widespread  and  alarming  disaffection  among  the  people  of  the 
State,  not  only  endangering  the  harmony  of  the  friends  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  Union  and  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and  tran(|uinity 
of  the  State,  but  also  impairing  tliat  contidence  in  tlie  tidelity  of  your 
Administration  to  the  great  landmarks  of  free  government  essential  to 
a  peaceful  and  successful  enforcement  of  the  laws  in  (Jhio. 

You  are  reported  to  have  used,  in  a  public  coiumuuicatiou  on  this 
subject,  the  following  language: 

It  gave  me  pain  when  I  learned  that  Mr.  VallaudiL:ham  had  been  arrested;  that  is, 
I  was  pained  that  there  should  have  seemed  to  be  a  nec-essity  for  arresting  him,  and 
that  it  will  aflord  me  great  pleasure  to  discharge  him  so  ^oim  as  I  can  by  auv  means 
believe  the  public  safety  will  not  sutler. 

The  undersigned  assure  Your  Excellency  from  our  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ohio  that  the  public  safety 
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will  be  far  more  endangered  by  continning  Mr.  Vallandijjham  in  exile 
than  by  releasing  iiim.  It  may  be  true  that  persons  differing  from  him 
in  political  views  may  be  found  in  Ohio  and  elsewhere  who  will  express 
a  different  opinion.  But  they  are  certainly  mistaken.  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham  may  differ  with  the  President,  and  even  with  some  of  his  own  polit- 
ical party,  as  to  the  true  and  most  effectual  means  of  maintaining  the 
Constitution  and  restoring  the  Union,  but  this  difference  of  opinion 
does  not  prove  him  to  be  unfaithful  to  his  duties  as  an  American  citizen. 
If  a  man,  devotedly  attached  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  con- 
scientiously believes  that  from  the  inherent  nature  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact the  war  in  the  present  condition  of  things  in  this  country  cannot 
he  used  as  a  means  of  restoring  the  Union,  nr  that  a  war  to  subjugate 
a  part  of  the  States,  or  a  war  to  revolutionize  the  social  system  in  a  part 
of  the  States  could  not  restore  but  would  inevitably  result  in  the  final 
destruction  of  both  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  is  he  not  to  be 
allowed  the  right  of  an  American  citizen  to  appeal  to  the  Judgment  of 
the  people  for  a  change  of  policy  by  the  constitutional  remedy  of  the 
ballot  box? 

iJuring  the  war  with  Mexico  many  of  the  political  opponents  of  the 
Administration  theu  in  power  thoaght  it  their  duty  to  oppose  and 
denounce  the  war  and  to  urge  before  the  people  of  the  country  that  it 
was  unjust  and  prosecuted  for  unholy  purposes.  With  e(|ual  reason  it 
might  have  been  said  of  them  that  tlieir  discussions  before  the  people 
were  calculated  to  discourage  enlistments,  '-to  prevent  the  raising  of 
troops,"  and  to  induce  desertions  from  the  Army  and  to  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment without  au  adequate  military  force  to  carry  on  the  war. 

If  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  are  to  be  suspended  in  time 
of  war,  then  the  essential  element  of  popular  government  to  effect  a 
change  of  policy  in  the  constitutional  mode  is  at  an  end.  The  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press  is  indispensable  and  necessarily  incident  to 
the  nature  of  popular  government  itself.  If  any  inconvenience  or  evils 
arise  from  its  exercise  they  are  unavoidable.  On  this  subject  you  are 
reported  to  have  said  further: 

It  is  as-serted,  in  sulistance,  that  Mr.  Vallandif;hain  was  by  a  military  commaDder. 
seized  and  tried  "tor  w>  other  reasons  than  words  addressed  to  a  public  ujeeting  in 
criticism  of  the  course  of  the  Administration  and  in  coudeumation  of  the  military 
order  of  the  gcueral.''  Xow,  if  there  lie  uo  mistake  .ibout  this,  if  there  was  no  other 
reason  f'r  the  arrest,  then  I  concede  tliat  the  arrest  was  wrong;;  but  the  arrest,  I 
understand,  was  made  for  a  very  dilierent  reason.  Mr.  Vallandighara  avows  his  hos- 
tility to  the  war  ou  the  part  of  tbu  I'niun,  and  his  arrest  was  made  because  he  was 
laborinjj  with  some  effect  to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops,  to  encourage  desertions 
from  the  Army,  and  to  leave  the  rebellion  without  an  adequate  military  force  to 
suppress  it.  He  w.as  not  arrested  because  he  was  damaging  the  political  prospects 
of  the  Administration  or  the  personal  interests  of  the  couimauding  general,  but 
because  he  w.is  damaging  the  Army,  upon  the  existence  and  vigor  of  which  the  life 
of  the  nation  depeuds.  lie  was  warring  upon  the  military,  and  thi.s  gave  the  mili- 
tary con.stitution.il  Jurisdiction  to  lay  hands  upon  him.  If  Mr.  Vallaudii;ham  was 
not  damaging  the  military  power  lif  the  country,  then  his  arrest  was  made  on  mis- 
take of  facts,  which  I  would  be  glad  to  correct  on  reasonable  satisfactory  evidence. 

In  answer  to  this,  permit  us  to  say,  first,  that  neither  the  charge  nor 
the  specifications  in  support  of  the  charge  on  which  Mr.  Vallandighani 
was  tried  impute  to  him  tlie  act  of  either  laboring  to  prevent  the  rais- 
ing of  troops  or  to  encourage  desertions  from  the  Army;  secondly,  no 
evidence  on  the  trial  was  offered  with  a  view  to  support  any  such 
charge.  In  what  instance  and  by  what  act  did  he  either  discourage 
enlistments  or  encourage  desertions  in  the  Army?  Wlio  was  the  man 
who  was  discouraged  from  enlisting  and  who  encouraged  to  desert  by 
any  act  of  Mx".  Vallaudigham  I    If  it  be  assumed  that  perchance  some 
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person  might  liave  been  discouraoed  from  enlisting,  or  that  some  person 
might  have  been  encouraged  to  desert  on  account  of  hearing  Mr.  Val- 
landigham's  views  as  to  the  policy  of  the  war  as  a  means  of  restoring 
the  Union,  wonld  that  have  laid  the  foundation  for  his  conviction  and 
banishment^  If  so,  upon  the  same  gronnds  every  political  opponent  of 
the  -Mexican  war  might  have  been"  convicted  and  banished  from  the 
country. 

When  gentlemen  of  high  standing  and  extensive  indnence,  including 
Your  Excellency,  opposed  in  the  discussious  before  the  i)eoi)le  the  policy 
of  the  Mexican  war,  were  they  "warring  upon  the  military,"  and  did 
this  "give  the  military  coiistitntional  Jurisdiction  to  lay  hands  upon" 
them?  And,  Anally,  the  charge  iu  the  specifications  iqion  which  Mr. 
\'allandigham  was  tried  eutitled  him  to  a  trial  before  the  civil  tribunals, 
according  to  the  express  pro  vision  soft  he  late  acts  of  Cougress,  approved 
by  yourself  July  17,  18<i2.  and  March  .'3,  ISii.'J,  which  were  manifestly 
designed  to  supersede  all  necessity  or  pretext  for  arbitrary  military 
ariests. 

The  undersigned  are  unable  to  agree  with  you  iu  the  opinion  you 
have  expressed  that  the  Coustituriou  isditl'erent  in  rime  of  insurrection 
or  invasion  from  what  it  is  in  time  of  peace  and  public  security.  The 
Constitution  provides  for  no  limitation  up<ni  or  ext'Cptions  to  the  guar- 
antees of  personal  liberty,  except  as  to  the  writ  of  liabeas  corpus.  Has 
the  President  at  the  time  of  invasion  or  insurrection  the  right  to  ingraft 
limitations  or  exceptions  upon  these  constitutional  guarantees  whenever, 
iu  his  judgment,  the  public  safety  requiies  it? 

True  it  is,  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which  delines  the  various 
powers  delegated  to  Congress  declares  that  "  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  liabeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion  the  public  safety  re(iuires  it."  But  this  (puilidcation  or 
limitation  upon  this  restriction  upon  the  powers  of  Congress  has  no 
reference  to  or  connection  with  the  otiier  constitutional  guarantees  of 
personal  liberty.  Expunge  from  tlie  Constitution  this  limitation  upon 
the  power  of  Congress  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  cor[ms,  and  yet 
the  other  guarantees  of  jjcrsoual  liberty  would  remain  unchanged. 

Although  a  man  might  not  have  a  constitutional  right  to  have  an 
immediate  investigation  made  as  to  the  legality  of  his  arrest  upon 
habeas  corpus,  yet  his  "right  to  a  speedy  and  imblic  trial  by  an  impar- 
tial jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been 
committed"  will  not  be  altered;  neither  will  his  right  to  the  exemption 
from  "cruel  and  unusual  punishment:"'  nor  his  right  to  lie  secure  in 
his  person,  houses,  papers,  and  elfects  against  unreasonable  seizures 
and  searches:  nor  his  right  not  to  be  deprived  of  life',  liberty, or  prop- 
erty without  due  prcjcess  of  law;  nor  his  right  not  to  be  held  to  answer 
for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  offense  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  grand  Jury,  be  in  anywise  changed. 

AikI  certainly  the  restrirtioii  upon  the  iiower  of  (.'ongress  to  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  eorpus  in  time  of  in.surrection  or  iii\asion  could  not 
atfect  the  guarantee  that  the  freedom  of  sjieech  and  of  the  press  shall  be 
abridged.  It  is  sometimes  urged  that  the  proceedings  iu  the  civil 
tribunals  are  too  tardy  and  ineft'ective  for  <'ases  arising  in  times  of 
insurrection  or  invasion.  It  is  a  full  reply  to  this  to  say  that  arrests  by 
civil  process  may  be  equally  as  expeditious  and  eti'ective  as  arrests  by 
military  orders. 

True,  a  summary  trial  and  imnishment  are  not  allowed  in  the  (avil 
courts,  but  if  the  offender  be  under  airest  and  imiirisoned  and  Tiot 
entitled  to  a  discharge  on  w  rit  of  habeas  eor[>us  before  trial,  wliat  inmc 
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can  be  required  for  the  puryjoses  of  the  GoverumeutJ  The  idea  that 
all  the  conatitutiotial  guarantees  of  personal  liberty  are  suspended 
throughout  the  country  at  a  time  of  insurrection  or  invasion  in  auy 
part  of  it  places  us  upou  a  sea  of  uncertainty,  and  subjects  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  every  citizen  to  the  mere  will  of  a  mihtary 
commander  or  what  he  may  say  that  he  considers  the  public  safety 
requires.  Does  Vour  Excellency  wish  to  liave  it  understood  that  you 
hold  that  the  rights  of  every  man  throughout  this  vast  country  are  sub- 
ject to  be  annulled  whenever  you  iiuiy  say  that  you  consider  the  public 
safety  requires  it,  in  time  of  invasion  or  insurrection? 

You  are  further  reported  as  having  said  that  the  constitutional 
guarantees  of  personal  liberty  have — 

\o  applicatiun  to  the  i)reseiit  ease  we  have  in  hand,  because  the  arrests  complained 
of  were  not  made  lor  treason — that  is,  not  lorthi-  treason  deliued  in  the  Con.-stitution, 
and  upon  the  eouvictiun  of  which  the  pmiishiiieut  is  death — nor  yet  were  they  made 
to  hold  persons  to  answer  for  capital  oi-  otherwise  lulamous  crimes — nor  were  the 
proeeedin;;s  followiui;  in  any  constitutional  or  lenal  sense  ••criminal  prosecutions.'' 
The  arrests  were  made  on  totally  different  Ljrouuds  and  the  proceedings  following 
accorded  with  the  grounds  of  the  arrests,  Ac. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this  position  of  Your  Excellency  is 
that  wliere  a  man  is  liable  to  ••a  criminal  prosecution"  or  is  charged 
with  a  crime  known  to  the  laws  of  the  laud  he  is  clothed  with  all  the 
constitutional  guarantees  for  his  safety  and  security  from  wrong  and 
injustice,  but  that  where  he  is  not  liable  to  --a  criminal  prosecution"  or 
charged  with  any  crime  known  to  the  laws  if  the  President  or  any  mili- 
tarycoiuniander  shall  say  that  he  considers  that  the  public  safety 
re(iuires  it  this  man  may  be  put  outside  of  the  pale  of  the  constitutional 
guarantees  and  arrested  without  charge  of  crime,  imprisoned  without 
knowing  what  for  and  any  length  of  time,  or  lie  tried  before  a  court- 
martial  and  sentenced  to  any  kind  of  punishment  unknown  to  the  laws 
of  the  land  which  the  President  or  the  military  commander  may  see 
proper  to  impose.  Did  the  Constitution  inteud  to  throw  the  shield  of 
its  securities  around  the  man  liable  to  be  charged  with  treason  as 
detiued  by  it  and  yet  leave  the  man  not  liable  to  any  such  charge 
unprotected  by  the  safeguards  of  personal  liberty  and  personal  security  f 
Can  a  man  not  in  the  military  or  naval  ser\ice  nor  within  the  held  of  the 
operations  of  the  army  he  arrested  and  imprisoned  without  auy  law 
of  the  laud  to  authorize  it?  Can  a  man  thus  in  civil  life  be  punished 
without  any  law  defining  the  otJcnse  aud  describing  the  punishment  ?  If 
the  President  or  a  court-martial  may  prescribe  oue  kind  of  punishment 
unauthorized  by  law,  why  not  any  other  kind?  Dauishuient  is  an 
unusual  punishment  and  uiikiK.iwu  to  our  laws.  If  the  President  has 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  punishment  of  banishment,  why  not  that  of 
death  and  confiscation  of  property  '.  If  the  President  has  the  riaht  to 
change  the  punishment  prescribed  by  tiie  court-martial  from  imprison- 
ment to  liaiiisbnient,  why  not  from  iin[irisonmeut  to  torture  upon  the 
rack  or  execution  upon  the  gibbet  ? 

If  an  indelinable  kind  of  coustructive  treason  is  to  be  introduced  and 
ingrafted  upon  the  Consrituri.>n  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the  land  and 
subject  to  the  will  of  the  i're-ideiit  whenever  an  insurrection  or  an 
invasion  slniU  occur  in  aii\  part  of  this  vast  country,  what  safety  or 
security  will  be  left  for  the  liberties  of  the  people? 

The  constructive  treasons  that  gave  the  friends  of  freedom  so  many 
years  of  toil  and  trouble  in  i-'.M-iand  were  inconsiderable  com[iared  to 
this.  The  precedents  which  ;.  ou  make  will  become  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  your  successors  ii'  san-tioued  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
X)eople  now. 
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The  people  of  Ohio  are  williog  to  cooperate  zealoasly  with  you  in 
every  efl'ort  warranted  by  the  Constitution  to  restore  the  union  of  the 
States  but  they  cannot  consent  to  abandon  those  fundamental  principles 
of  civil  liberty  which  are  essential  to  their  existence  as  a  free  people. 

In  their  name  we  ask  that  by  a  revocation  of  the  order  of  his  ban- 
ishment Mr.  Yallandigham  may  be  restored  to  the  enjoyment  of  those 
riglits  of  which  they  believe  he  has  been  unconstitutionally  deprived. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

M.  RIRCnARD,  Chairmon,  19th  Dist. 

DAViU  A.  HOL'K,  Secretary,  3d  Dist. 

GEO.  BLISS,  Hill  Dist. 

T.   VV.  BARTLEY,  Sth  Dist. 

W.  J.  GORDON,  ISth  Dist. 

JOHN  O'NEILL,  13th  Dist. 

C.  A.  WHITE,  nth  Dist. 

W.   E.  FINCK,  HHh  Dist. 

ALEXANDER  LONG.  M  Dist. 

J.  W.  WHITE,  16th  J>ist. 

.TAS.   U.  MORRIS,  15th  Dist. 

GEO.  L.  CONVERSE.  Tth  Dist. 

WARREN  r.  NOBLE,  9th  Dist. 

GEO.  H.  PENDLETON,  Js^  Dist. 

W.  A.  UUTCHINS,  Jif/i.  7>/.s^. 

ABNER  L.  BACKUS,  10th  Dist. 

.J.  F.  McKINNEY,  4th  Dist. 

F.  C.  LE  BLOND,  Sth  Dist. 

LOUIS  SHAEFER,  17th  Dist. 


HEAD<jI'ARTKRS    l)EPART>rENT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe.  June  I'C.  7^V;.J. 
Col.  William  IToFF:^iiVN,  t'ommissnry-Geneml  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  Just  received  yours  of  the  -4th  instant.  The  rolls 
of  paroled  men  at  Cauip  Chase  cannot  be  used  in  exchange  in  the  way 
you  propose.  They  may,  however,  be  otlierwise  of  service.  The  best 
mode  of  correcting  the  evil  of  occasinnally  overcrowding  Fort  Norfolk 
with  prisoners  of  war.  who  have  been  detained  here  fur  want  of  trans- 
portation to  City  Point,  is  to  have  orders  issued  not  to  send  any  pris- 
oners of  war  here  for  exchange,  from  Baltimore  or  other  jihices,  without 
previous  notice  having  been  given,  and  an  (Opportunity  ailorded  of 
stopping  their.coming,  unless  the  prisoners  come  on  transports,  which 
can  proceed  directly  to  City  Point.  To  send  to  Fort  Delaware,  as  you 
propose,  any  occasional  excess  would  rei|uire  the  same  amount  of  trans- 
portation which  would  take  them  to  (,'ity  Point.  We  have  no  projier 
place  t(j  contine  prisoners  of  war,  in  any  large  number,  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  H.   LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  mid  Agent  for  Exehange. 


Camp  Groce,  Texas,  June  3ii,  1363. 
Lieut.  Col.  Richard  B.  Irwin, 

Asst.  Adjt.  den..  Deiiaifment  of  the  Gulf.  Xew  Orleans.  La.: 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  names  and  rank  of 
the  olUcers,  nou  commissioned  odicers,  and  privates  held  as  prisoners  of 
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war  in  rlie  State  of  Texas.*  Many  of  them  have  been  prisoners  since 
the  1st  day  of  January  last,  taken  at  the  fall  of  Galveston,  and  they 
fear  that  they  have  been  overlooked,  possibly  forgotten  by  the  Govern- 
ment, as  they  have  seen  many  Confederate  officers  and  soldiers  that 
have  been  either  paroled  or  exchanged,  returned  to  their  homes,  but  as 
yet  no  intimation  has  been  received  here  as  to  the  action  the  United 
States  (jovernmeTit  has  taken,  if  any,  in  reference  to  the  prisoners  of 
warconlined  in  this  State.  We  respectfully  request  your  kind  inter- 
ference, that  we  may  be  liberated  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

It  may  be  improper  to  address  this  communication  to  you,  sir,  but  we 
are  certain  that  you  will  interest  yourself  in  this  matter  and  call  the 
attention  of  the  i)roper  orticers  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  your  rifficers 
and  soldiers  are  prisoners  in  this  State  and  anxious  to  be  exchanged 
and  returned  to  their  respective  commands.  In  the  list  I  place  Surg. 
A.  J.  Gummings'  name,  but  he  is  not  held  as  prisoner  of  war,  yet  he  is 
with  us  at  i)resent  very  unwell  and  not  able  to  travel,  but  will  probably 
start  for  our  lines  as  soon  as  he  recovers  his  health. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JGIIX  ROBERTS, 
First  Lieutenant,  One  hundred  and  serenty-Ji/th  Xew  York  Vols. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

Vn-niilliiin,  La..  October  11.  ISfiS. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  NN'ar  Department  with  an  earnest  request 
that  immediate  attention  may  be  given  to  the  exchange  of  these  men, 
who  are  suffering  greatly. 

N.  P.  BA2fKS, 
Major- General,  Commandinf/. 

[Se.-..n.l  ir,.lnr.oniont  1 

November  '2,  ISC.'?. 
One  of  tlie  first  steps  in  the  embarrassments  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  exchange  occurred  at  oi-  near  Galveston,  to  wit,  the  sale  by  the 
rebels  of  two  colored  lads  taken  i)risoners  with  Mass;xchusetts  troops. 
Tlie  effect  of  that  step  on  the  part  <if  the  rebels  has  extended  every- 
where eipiaily,  not  particularly  to  the  prisoners  in  Texas,  who  have 
not  been  overlooked.  The  prisoners  in  Texas  probably  suffer  less  than 
those  in  Richmond,  both  on  account  of  the  mildness  of  the  climate  and 
greater  abundance  of  provisions. 

F..  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-licncral   Vols.,  (Jommissioncr  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Ad.tutant-G^eneral's  Office, 

Wanhiiit/ton,  U.  C,  June  :.'7,  1S63. 
^MaJ.  Gen.  S.  P.  IJf,intzelman, 

Vommandiuij  I'rpaylment  of  Washin;iton  : 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  communication  of  Brigadier-General  Slough 
respecting  the  disposition  of  disloyal  residents  of  Alexandria,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  directs  that  you  cause  the  persons  named  in  tlie  list 
presented  by  I'.rigadier  (leneral  Slough  (adding  to  this  list  any  others 
of  the  same  character  wIki  may  liave  been  omitted)  to  be  sent  by  boat 

"Liat  (.heru  omitted)  cnntaius  the  iianiis  nf  -"J  (illicei's,  17  solJiiTS,  and  86  .sailors. 
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to  Old  Point  Comfort  to  be  turned  over  to  Mnjor-General  Dix  for  deliv- 
ery at  City  Point,  the  individuals  sent  having  the  privilege  of  taking 
their  families  with  them,  with  a  reasonable  amount  of  baggage.  In 
carrying  out  these  instructions  be  pleased  to  furnish  General  Dix  with 
a  list  of  the  persons  and  their  families. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  E.  1).  TOWNSEXD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  27 ^  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  11.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  Confederate,  authorities  have  been  informed  that  Maj.  John 
P  Thompson,  duly  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  raise  a  battalion  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  has  been 
airested  in  Oweusborou-h,  Ky..  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  Will  you 
please  make  tlie  proper  iu(iuiries  and  ascertain  if  such  information  is 
'orrect.  and  also  what  has  been  done  with  Major  Thompson? 

In  connection  with  his  case  1  again  call  your  attention  to  the  remon- 
strances I  have  already  addressed  to  you  in  relation  to  tlie  coudemiia-_ 
tion  and  execution  of  our  otiicers  and  soldiers  upon  the  charge  of 
recruiting  within  what  yon  call  your  lines  or  upon  the  pretense  of  their 
being  spies.  I  have  already  communicated  to  yon  the  purpose  of  the 
Cdufederate  Government  respecting  such  cases.  Our  authorities  are 
fio  fully  satisfied  of  tlie  justice  of  the  positions  taken  by  them  in  this 
matter  that  in  no  instance  will  they  swerve  from  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OHLD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


[.lUNE  27,  1863. — For  the  Confederate  naval  descent  on  the  coast  of 
Maine  and  the  capture  of  the  party  which  had  taken  and  burned  the 
('.  S.  revenue  cutter  Caleb  Cushing  in  Portland  Harbor,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XKVIL  Part  U,  pp.  SOl-SOo,  and  Part  III,  same  volume,  pp.368, 
309.I 


IJi  NE  28,  1803. — For  Dix  to  IlallecU,  reporting  capture  of  General 
V.  11.  F.  Lee,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  X.WII.  Part  II,  p.  7'J4.] 


For/r  MoNUOE,  .Tunc  28,  18GS. 
l.ieutenant-Colonel  Siblev.  Deputy  (hiiirteniiiistrrdnicrai: 

A  large  [ number]  of  pri.soners  of  war  for  ilelivery  at  t'ity  Point  have 
been  here  for  a  week  awaiting  transportation.  The  regular  riagof- 
truce  boat  New  York,  which  .slioiild  be  here,  by  some  mistake  was 
ordered  from  Baltimore  to  Annapolis.  The  steamer  .Monitor  loaded 
with  prisoners  of  war  for  City  Point  is  in  this  harbor  broken  down. 
Can  you  not  order  the  New  Vurk  here,  or  Georgiana  from  Baltimore? 
There  is  not  a  steamer  here  to  use  for  thi.-<  service. 

WM.  H.  LI'DLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  etc. 
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Washington,  Jum  39, 1863. 
Messrs.  M.  BrRCHAED  [siml  others]:* 

Gentlemen  :  The  resohitions  of  the  Ohio  Democratic  Stat«  conven- 
tion which  you  present  me  tn<;ether  with  your  introductory  and  closing 
remarks,  bein<j  in  position  and  ari^ument  mainly  the  same  as  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Democratic  meeting  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  I  refer  you  to  my 
response  ^  to  the  latter  us  meeting  most  of  the  points  in  the  former. 

This  response  you  evidently  used  in  preparing  your  remarks  and  I 
desire  no  more  than  that  it  be  used  with  accuracy.  In  a  single  reading 
ot  your  remarks  I  only  discovered  one  inaccuracy  in  matter  which  I 
suppose  you  took  from  that  paper.  It  is  where  you  say  the  undersigned 
are  unable  to  a^ree  with  you  in  the  npinion  you  have  expressed  that 
the  Constitution  is  ditferent  in  time  of  insurrection  or  invasion  from 
what  it  is  in  time  of  peace  and  public  security. 

A  recurrence  to  the  paper  will  show  you  that  I  have  not  expressed 
the  opinion  you  suppose.  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  ( ^^nstitutlou 
is  different  in  its  application  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  involving 
the  public  safety  from  what  it  is  in  times  of  profound  peace  and  public 
security;  and  this  (ipini(ju  I  adhere  to  simply  because  by  the  Constitu- 
tion itself  things  may  be  done  in  the  one  case  which  may  not  be  done 
in  the  other. 

I  dislike  to  waste  a  word  on  a  mere  personal  point,  but  1  must 
respectfully  assure  you  that  you  will  tind  yourselves  at  fault  should 
you  ever  seek  for  evidence  to  prove  your  assumption  that  I  "  opposed 
in  discussions  before  the  iieople  the  policy  of  the  Mexican  war." 

You  say,  "Expunge  from  the  Constitution  this  limitation  upon  the 
power  of  Congress  to  suspend  the  writ  of  halieas  corpus  and  yet  tin- 
other  guarantees  of  personal  liberty  would  remain  unchanged."  Doubt 
less  if  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  improperly  called,  as  I  think,  a 
limitation  upon  the  power  of  Congress,  were  e.xpunged.  the  other  guar 
antees  would  remain  the  same;  but  the  question  is  not  how  those 
guarantees  would  stand  with  that  clause  out  of  the  Constitution,  but 
how  they  stand  with  that  clause  remaining  in  it  in  case  of  rebellion  or 
invasion  involving  the  public  safety.  If  the  liberty  could  be  indulged 
of  expunging  that  clause,  letter  and  spirit,  I  really  think  the  constitu- 
tional argument  would  bo  with  you. 

My  general  view  of  this  question  was  stated  in  the  Albany  response, 
and  heiui'C  I  do  not  stare  it  now.  I  only  add  that,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
benelit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  the  great  means  through  which 
the  guarantees  of  personal  liberty  are  conserved  and  made  available  in 
the  last  resort;  and  corroborative  of  this  view  is  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Yallaudigham,  in  the  very  case  in  question,  under  the  advice  of  able 
lawyers,  saw  not  where  else  to  go  but  to  the  habeas  corpus.  But  by 
the  Constit<iti(ni  the  benetit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  itself  may  be 
suspended  when,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may 
require  it. 

Y(ui  ask.  in  -ubstance.  whether  I  really  claim  that  I  may  override  ail 
the  guaranteed  rightsof  individuals,  mi  the  plea  of  conserving  the  pub- 
lic safety,  when  I  nuxy  choose  to  say  the  public  safety  requires  it!  This 
question,  divesteil  of  the  phraseology  calculated  to  represent  mo  as 
struggling  for  an  arbitrary  personal  prerogative,  is  either  simply  a  ques- 
tion who  shall  decide  or  an  afhrmation  that  nobody  shall  decide  what 
the  public  safety  iloes  re(iuire  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion.    The 

•  Sci'  -iiriiatnrc.s  t.i  the  Irttcr  nl'  tlie  ^tHU  rn  the  President,  p.  18.  Those  names 
were  all  iiicliiili'il  in  tlii.f  aililrcss. 

tFoi'  LiULclu  tu  L'oi-uiuu  ami  i)tlii'i-j  sc-  p.  I. 
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GonstitutioQ  contemplates  the  question  as  likely  to  occor  for  decision, 
bat  it  does  not  expressly  declare  who  is  to  decide  it.  By  necessary 
implication,  when  rebellion  or  invasion  comes,  the  decision  is  to  be  made 
from  time  to  time;  I  think  the  man  whom  for  the  time  the  people  have 
under  the  Constitution  made  theCoramanderinChiet'of  the  Army  and 
Xavy  is  the  man  who  holds  the  power  and  bears  the  responsibility  of 
inakinff  it.  If  he  uses  the  power  Justly,  the  same  peojilo  will  probably 
justify  him;  if  he  abuses  it,  he  is  in  their  hands  to  be  dealt  with  by  all 
the  modes  they  have  reserved  to  themselves  in  the  Constitution. 

The  earnestness  with  which  you  insist  that  persons  can  only  in  limes 
of  rebellion  be  lawfully  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  rules  for 
criminal  trials  and  punishments  in  times  of  peace  induces  me  to  add  a 
word  to  what  I  said  on  that  point  in  the  Albany  response.  You  claim 
that  men  may,  if  they  chodse.  embarrass  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  combat 
a  gifjantic  rebellion,  and  then  be  dealt  with  only  in  turn  as  if  there  were 
no  rebellion.  The  Constitution  itself  rejects  this  view.  The  military 
arrests  and  detentions  which  have  been  made,  including;  those  of  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  which  are  not  different  in  principle  from  the  other,  have 
been  for  prevention  and  not  for  punishment  as  injunction  to  stay 
injury,  as  proceedings  to  keep  the  peace;  and  hence  like  proceedings 
in  such  cases,  and  for  like  reasons,  they  have  not  been  accompanied  with 
indictments  or  trials  by  Juries,  nor  in  a  single  case  by  any  punishment 
whatever  beyond  what  is  purely  incidental  to  the  prevention.  The 
original  sentence  of  imiirisonment  iu  Mr.  ^■allandigham"s  case  was  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  military  service  only,  and  the  modification  of  it 
was  made  as  a  less  disagreeable  modo  to  him  of  securing  the  same 
prevention.  "V 

I  am  unable  to  perceive  an  insult  to  Ohio  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham. Quite  surely  nothing  of  this  sort  was  or  is  intended.  I  was 
wholly  unaware  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  a 
candidate  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  governor  until  so  informed 
by  your  reading  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  convention.  I  am  grateful 
to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  many  things,  especially  for  the  brave  soldiers 
and  officers  she  has  given  iu  the  present  national  trial  to  the  armies  of 
the  Union. 

You  claim,  as  I  understand,  that  according  to  my  own  position  in  the 
Albany  response,  Mr.V  allandigham  should  be  released,  and  this  because, 
as  yon  claim,  he  has  not  damaged  the  military  service  by  discouraging 
enlistments,  encouraging  desertions,  or  otherwise,  and  that  if  he  had 
he  should  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities  under  the  recent  acts 
of  Congress.  I  certainly  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  spe- 
cifically and  by  direct  language  advised  against  enlistments  and  in 
favor  of  desertion  and  resistance  to  drafting.  "We  all  know  that  com- 
binations farmed  in  some  instances)  to  resist  the  arrest  of  deserters 
began  several  months  auo;  that  more  recently  the  like  has  apiieared  iu 
resistance  to  the  enrollment  preparatory  to  a  draft,  and  that  iiuite  a 
number  of  assassinations  have  occurred  from  the  same  animus.  These 
had  to  be  met  by  military  force,  and  this  again  has  led  to  bloodshed 
and  death.  And  now.  un<ler  a  sense  of  resi)onsibiIity  more  weighty 
and  enduring  than  any  which  is  merely  ollicial.  I  solemnly  <lei;lare  my 
belief  that  this  hindrance  of  the  military,  including  inaiminu'  and  mur- 
der, is  due  to  the  course  iu  which  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  been  engaged 
in  a  greater  degree  than  to  any  other  cause,  and  it  is  due  to  him 
personally  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  any  other  niau. 

These  things  liave  lieen  notorious,  known  to  all.  ami  of  course  known 
to  Mr.  Vallandigham.     I'erhaps  I  would  not  be  wrong  to  say  that  they 
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originated  with  liis  especial  t'rieiida  and  adherents.  With  perfect 
knowledj^e  of  thciii  be  has  frequently,  if  not  constantly,  made  speeches 
in  Congress  and  before  popular  assemblies,  and  if  it  can  be  shown 
cliat,  with  these  things  staring  him  in  the  face,  he  lias  ever  uttered  a 
word  of  rebuke  or  counsel  against  them,  it  will  be  a  fact  greatly  in  his 
favor  with  mc,  and  one  of  which  as  yet  I  am  totally  ignorant.  When 
it  is  known  that  the  whole  burden  of  his  speeches  has  been  to  stir  up 
men  against  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  resist- 
ance to  it  ho  has  not  been  known  in  any  instance  to  counsel  against 
such  resistance,  it  is  next  to  iurpossible  to  repel  the  inference  that  he 
has  counseled  directly  in  favor  of  it. 

With  all  this  before  their  eyes,  the  convention  you  represent  have 
nominated  Mr.  Tallandigham  for  governor  of  Ohio,  and  both  they  and 
you  have  declared  the  i)urpose  to  sustain  the  National  Union  by  all 
constitutional  means.  But  of  course  they  and  yoa  in  common  reserve 
to  yourselves  to  decide  what  are  constitutional  means,  and,  unlike  the 
Albany  meeting,  you  omit  to  state  or  intimate  that  in  your  opinion  an 
army  is  a  constitutional  means  of  saving  the  Union  against  a  rebellion, 
or  even  to  intimate  that  you  are  conscious  of  an  existing  rebellion  being 
in  progress  witli  the  avowed  object  of  destroying  that  very  Uinon.  At 
the  same  time  your  nominee  for  governor,  in  whose  behalf  you  appeal, 
is  known  to  you  and  to  the  world  to  declare  against  the  use  of  an  army 
to  suppress  the  rebellion.  Vour  own  attitude,  therefore,  encourages 
desertion,  resistance  to  the  draft,  and  the  like,  because  it  teaches  those 
who  are  inclined  to  desert  and  to  esca[)e  the  draft  to  believe  it  is  your 
purpose  to  protect  tliem  and  to  hope  you  will  beconje  strong  enough 
to  do  so. 

After  a  short  jiersonal  intercourse  with  you,  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  cannot  think  you  desire  this  effect  to  follow  your  attitude,  but 
1  assure  you  that  both  friends  and  enemies  of  the  Uinon  look  upon  it 
in  this  liglit.  It  is  a  substantial  iiope,  and  by  conserjuence  a  real 
strength  to  the  enemy.  It  is  a  false  hope,  and  one  which  you  would 
willingly  (lis[icl.  I  will  make  the  way  exceedingly  easy.  1  send  you 
duplicates  of  this  letter,  in  order  that  you  or  a  majority  may  if  you 
choose  indorse  your  names  upon  (Uie  of  them  and  return  it  thus 
ind<irscd  to  mo.  with  the  understanding  that  those  signing  are  hereby 
committed  to  the  following  propositions  and  to  nothing  else: 

1.  That  there  is  now  a  rebellion  in  the  United  States,  th(^  object  and 
tendency  of  which  is  to  destroy  the  National  Union,  and  that  in  your 
opinion  an  army  and  navy  are  a  constitutional  means  for  suppressing 
the  rebellion. 

i!.  That  no  one  of  you  will  do  anything  which  in  his  own  Judgment 
will  tend  to  hinder  the  increase  or  favor  the  decrease  or  lessen 
the  ethciency  of  the  Army  and  Navy  while  engaged  in  the  eli'ort  to 
suppress  tiu;  i-ebellion;  and 

::.  That  carh  of  you  will,  in  his  siihere.  ilo  all  he  i-an  to  have  the 
ollicers,  soldiers,  and  seamen  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  while  engaged  in 
till-  elfort  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  paid,  fed,  and  clad  and  otherwise 
well  ])rovidcd  for  and  supported. 

And  with  the  further  understanding  that  upon  receiving  the  letter 
and  names  thus  indorsed  I  will  cause  them  to  be  published,  which 
publication  shall  be  within  itself  a  revocatiiui  of  the  order  in  relation 
to  .Mr.  V.illandighani. 

It  will  not  esL'ape  observation  that  I  consent  to  the  release  of  Mr. 
Vallan<li'4iiam  upiui  terms  not  embracing  any  iiledge  from  him  or  from 
oilicrs  ;is  to  what  Im>  will  or  will  not  do.  1  ilo  this  because  ho  is  not 
prcscni  t.i  ,>peak  for  himself  or  to  authorize  others  to  speak  for  him;  and 
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hence  I  shall  expect  that  on  returning  he  will  not  put  himself  practi- 
cally in  antagonism  with  his  friends.  But  I  do  it  chiefly  because  I 
thereby  prevail  on  other  influential  gentlemen  of  Ohio  to  so  define  their 
position  as  to  be  of  immense  value  to  the  Army — thus  more  than  com- 
pensating for  the  consequences  of  any  mistake  in  allowing  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham  to  return,  so  that  on  the  whole  the  public  safety  will  not  li.ive 
suffered  by  it.  Still,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Vallandighani  and  all  otliers,  I 
must  hereafter  as  heretofore  do  so  much  as  the  public  service  may 
seem  to  re(iuire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours.  &c., 

A.  LIXOOLN. 


War  Department,  Washington,  Jime  .29,  1863. 
Colonel  Ludlow, 

Comnm.siimer  of  Exchange,  Fortress  Monroe: 
You  will  exert  yourself  to  procure  the  release  of  Richardson  and 
Browne,  Tribune  reporters,  captured  at  Vicksburg.     Browne's  healtli  is 
said  to  be  failing.     If  they  are  held  as  hostages  or  for  any  special  reason, 
ascertain  and  report  it. 

EDWIX  M.  STANTOX. 


HEAEijrARTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  June  M,  ISfiS. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stantun,  Secretary  of  War,   Washington,  D.  C: 

I  am  making  every  elfort  for  release  of  Richardson  and  Browne.  My 
first  application  was  refused  peremptorily.  1  have  made  another,  the 
result  of  which  I  shall  know  and  report  to  you  on  the  return  of  the 
flagof-truce  boat  front  City  I'oint  on  Thursday.  They  are  held  in  retali- 
ation for  citizens  arrested  and  held  by  us.  This  is  the  assigned  reason. 
The  real  reason  I  believe  to  be  that  they  are  connected  with  the  Tribune 
and  are  held  to  annoy. 

WM.  n.  LFDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colond  and  Agent. 


Office  Commissarv-General  df  Prisoners, 

Washington.  D.  ('..June   :">.  1S/J3. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  11.  LtTiLOW, 

Agent  for  Frcliange  of  Prisoners.  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Colonel:  Y'our  letters  of  the  -0th  and  -7th  instant  are  received.  I 
have  not  heretofore  understood  the  manner  of  transferring  prisoners  of 
war  from  Fort  ^lonroe  to  City  Point,  and  I  have  been  under  the  iinpies- 
siou  tliat  the  steamers  which  received  them  at  Paltiniore  or  this  place 
took  them  directly  to  City  Point  after  rei)Orting  to  you.  I  believe  in 
no  case  have  I  ordered  transportation  to  l)e  furnished  only  to  Fort 
ilonroe,  and  if  it  lias  been  done  the  res])onsibility  is  on  the  (|uarter- 
master.  1  will  hereafter  direct  that  trans])ortation  be  furnished  to  ( 'ity 
Point,  unless  discharged  at  Fort  Monroe  by  your  order.  I  reipiested 
that  iirisoiiers  at  Fort  Norfolk  be  sent  back  to  Fort  Delaware,  suppos- 
ing that  the  delay  of  delivering  them  grew  out  of  other  sources  than  a 
want  of  transportation.  The  steamers  provided  to  take  prisoners  ti'om 
Fort  Delaware  are  to  take  them  through  to  City  Point. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

\V.   iroFFMAX, 

Colonel   Third  Infitntry  and   Conimissary-General  of  I'risoners. 
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War  DbPAiiTMENT,  Wanhinyton,  June  29,  1863. 
Colonel  DnnCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston: 

If  tbe  rebel  [lirates  taken  at  Portland  should  be  sent  to  yon  for  safe- 
keepinij  yon  will  take  them  in  charge  and  have  them  securely  kept 
until  further  orilers. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Baltoiore,  June  20,  1S63. 
Muj.  Gen.  17.  W.  Hallkck,  General-in-Chief: 

Three  huiulred  and  L-ighty  men  captured  by  Stuart  have  arrived  at 
the  Kelay  House,  paroled  on  the  river.  Are  such  paroles  regarded  as 
binding  now  '  I  have  seen  a  newspaper  statement  that  the  commission- 
ers have  agreed  that  there  must  be  actual  personal  delivery  by  the 
captors  at  points  indicated.  I  wait  to  know  if  I  shall  send  these  men 
to  Annapolis. 

ROBERT  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major -General. 


Office  Co^missAiivCTENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washinijton,  D.  €.,  June  i'H,  1S63. 
MaJ.  Gen.  A.  E.  I'.itrnside, 

Commundimi  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
General:  It  is  dirticult  to  keep  a  record  of  prisoners  of  war  unle.s8 
they  are  assembled  at  the  camps  or  stations  appropriated  to  them,  and 
I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  request  that  all  prisoners  of  war  in  your 
department  may  be  assembled  at  Louisville,  Camp  Morton,  Camp  But- 
ler, Cam])  Chase,  or  the  Sandusky  Depot,  as  may  be  found  most  conven- 
ient. <  )nly  officers  and  citizens,  however,  should  be  sent  to  Sandusky. 
It  IS  not  contemplated  to  detain  them  long  at  any  place,  and  when  the 
I'ommuiiiiation  is  not  telegraphed  enlisted  men  will  be  ordered  from 
this  office  to  be  sent  forward  for  delivery  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be 
found  advisable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX. 
Coloml   Third   Infantry  and   Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


IlEAIXjI-AUTEKS    PnOV(  )ST -MARSnAL-GENERAX, 

Defenses  South  of  the  Totomac, 

AU'xandriii,   Va..  June  JH,  l'^'!S 

111  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  War  Department,  you  are  hereby 
uotitied  to  api)ear  at  this  office  forthwith  and  make  satisfactory  proo*' 
of  ynur  loyalty  to  the  Covernment  of  the  Lai i ted  States  of  Atnerica. 
and  failing  to  make  such  proof  within  forty-eight  hours  after  receiving 
this  notice  you  will  be  sent  outside  of  our  lines. 

Pcisoiis  so  removed  will  be  sent  by  boat  to  City  Point.  Heads  of 
families  will  be  allowed  to  take  their  families  with  them,  together  with 
a  reasonable  amount  of  personal  baggage,  not  e.xceeding  100  pounds, 
including  the  trunk  or  i)aikage.  to  each  grown  person,  and  the  neces- 
sary wealing  apparel  of  the  children  accompanying  them.     They  will 
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not  be  allowed  to  take  any  supplies,  stores,  or  medicines,  uor  auy  letters, 
correspondence,  or  writings  of  any  kind  whatever. 

All  such  persons  to  whom  this  notice  is  sent  will  without  further 
order  deliver  their  bascgage  at  the  dock,  foot  of  Trince  street,  at  9 
o'clock  Monday  morning,  July  6, 1S63,  with  a  complete  inventory  of  the 
same.  All  such  baggage  will  be  examined,  and  if  contraband  articles 
are  found  the  entire  baggage  of  the  person  attempting  to  take  such 
articles  out  will  be  conhscated,  and  no  goods  will  be  allowed  to  pass 
unless  so  delivered,  examined,  inventoried,  and  approved. 

They  will  also  at  or  before  that  time  send  to  this  office  a  list  of  the 
members  of  their  families  who  are  to  accompany  them,  with  the  tuU 
name  and  age  of  each  x)ersoii. 

The  parties,  and  the  members  of  their  families  accompanying  them, 
will  report  at  the  foot  of  Prince  street,  on  Tuesday  morning,  .Tuly  7,  at 
'J  o'clock.  Xo  person  will  be  allowed  to  go  on  board  excei)ting  those  so 
to  be  sent  South. 

By  order, 

H.   II.  WELLS, 
Lieut.  Col.  anil  Prnr.  ^[,n■.  (ini.  Defenses  South  of  Potomac. 

(Copy  of  the  above  serve.l  upon  all  disloyal  persons  iu  Alexandria 
and  vicinity.) 


Office  Commissarv  (texeral  of  Prisoners, 

Washhujton,  IK  C.,June  29,  1S63. 
Surg.  G.  S.  Palmer, 

U.  8.  Vols.,  Lincoln  General  Hospital,  Washim/ton,  T>.  C: 
Sir:  Please  hand  the  accompanying  package  to  Sister  Helen  Ryan, 
one  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  at  your  hospital,  and  say  to  her  that  it 
has  not  been  thought  proper  by  the  War  Department  to  permit  money 
of  the  kind  inclosed  to  be  forwarded.  I  regret  very  much  the  necessity 
for  disappointing  her  very  charitable  and  praiseworthy  etl'orts  to  alle- 
viate to  some  extent  the  sufferings  of  our  unfortunate  friends  who  are 
lying  sick  and  wounded  iu  rebel  hfepjtals,  but  an  unavoidable  State 
policy  must  be  allowed  to  set  asid^  ^i^  i)roniptings  of  kind  hearts. 
Please  say  to  her  that  I  will  be  very  giVfe  to  loiward  her  letters  if  she 
will  omit  the  part  iu  relati(m  to  the  money. 

Very  respectfully-,  vour  oliedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third   Infantrij  and   C(iinniiss<[rt/-(rencral  of  I'ri.toners. 


MiLiTAKY   I'r.isoN, -T^'n/c  Sn,  tsi;s. 

rRoVOST-MARSUAL-dl'.NEUAL.   DEPT.  (iF  TTIE    .M[,S.--OU  IM, 

Siiint  Louis,  Mo.  : 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  smallpox  stdl  prevails  to  a  consider- 
able extent  in  this  prison,  and  will  1  tear  continue  to  do  so  s(j  long  as 
it  can  have  fresh  subjects  to  oijcrate  uiion.  [  have  to  re(iuest,  therefore, 
as  .a  matter  of  precaution,  that  no  more  luisoners  be  sent  here  for  a  t'i^w 
weeks,  so  that  we  may  have  an  oiiportuuity  to  rid  the  prison  of  this  most 
loathsome  disease. 

I  am,  sir,  with  mucli  respect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

T.   IlKNDPvICKSON, 
Major   Third   InJ'antnj,  I',  s,  Annij,  Couunanding  the  Prison. 
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Office  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Rirhnwud,  Va.,  June  ^'.9,  1863 

Respectfully  returned  to  Lieut.  <.'ol.  William  H.  Ludlow,  agent  of 
exchauue. 

The  inclosed  list*  of  Federal  prisoners  was  sent  to  RicUmond  May 
2.J,  18li.l,  from  Haleigh,  N.  C,  tbarged  with  '-murder,''  with  a  reciuest 
froDi  (idvernor  Viuice  of  that  .State  that  they  be  retained  in  prison 
until  tlie  matter  could  be  investigated  and  specitic  charges  and  a  full 
report  forwarded  to  this  (jflice.  Sliould  this  grave  charge  prove  to 
be  groundless  these  men  will  nevertheless  be  held  until  the  large 
number  of  our  own  men  of  the  .same  grade  now  in  your  i)risons,  many 
of  wlioiu  have  been  declarrd  cxchangeil,  are  delivered  to  us. 

Among  this  nundjer  are  William  K.  Scott,  chief  engineer;  Edward  L. 
Piatt,  master's  mate,  and  Capt.  A.  S.  Parker,  in  prison  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette; Capt.  Henry  Floyd  and  the  other  othcers  and  crew  of  the  ferry- 
boat De  Soto,  in  prison  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.:  Captain  (Hadding,  at  Hil- 
ton Head;  Pilot  .lohn  M.  Murray,  Capt.  S.  .Vdkins  and  many  others  to 
whom  i  have  more  than  once  called  your  attention. 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Edchaiuic. 


War  DEPARTjrENT,  WusliiiKiton,  Jum;  :-Ut,  li<iJ3. 
Colonel  Ltjdlow,  Fortnsti  Monroe: 

The  Richmond  Dispatch  of  the  i.'(Jth  (Friday)  of  June  states  that 
eleven  Yaidcec  ladies  captured  at  Winchester  have  been  taken  to  Ricii- 
mond  and  inipiisoiied  in  Castle  Thunder.  Please  ascertain  immedi- 
diately  fi'om  the  authorities  at  Pichmond  whether  this  statement  be 
true.  This  Government  has  just  made  arrangement  for  sending  some 
hundreds  of  rebel  ladies  to  their  homes  at  their  own  request  and  the 
wives  of  rebel  officers  have  lived  among  us  without  molestation.  If 
the  statement  of  the  Dispatcli  be  true  tlie  (iovernnient  must  hold  rebel 
ladies  as  hostages  for  the  Yankee  ladies.  Please  answer  early  as  the 
boat  was  to  start  from  Annapolis  to-morrow. 

EDWIX  M.  STANTOJf. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  30,  is63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I  wUl  immeiliately  ascertain  from  the  Richmond  authorities  whether 
o\ir  woniea  captured  at  Winchester  have  been  imprisoned  in  Castle 
Thunder.  An  answer  caiiuoc  be  obtained  before  the  •'■d  or  -4th  of  July, 
as  three  days  are  always  required  for  communications  to  and  rc[ilies 
from  Richmond  bv  tiag-of-truce  boat. 

WM.   11.  LTD  LOW. 
Lieuli-iiinil-Ciiliiii'  I  oikI  A(jciit  for  E.vclnnujt  of  I'ri.soHers. 


War  DKrAUTMi:NT,  Washington,  June  3i),  jsf!3. 
Major  Turner,  Annnpolis: 

For  reasons  that  have  just  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Depart- 
ment you  will  not  leave  Annapolis  until  further  order  and  will  keep 
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the  boat  iiutil  you  hear  from  me  to-morrow.  Acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  this  telegram.  I  have  just  learned  that  the  rebels  have  taken  some 
loyal  women  to  Richmond  and  imprisoned  them  in  Castle  Thunder.  It 
may  become  necessary  to  take  hostages  for  their  safe  return. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADiiUABTEKS    OF    THE    ARMY, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  30,  lS(i3. 
Major-General  Schenck,  Baltimore: 

If  paroles  have  been  given  in  accordance  with  the  cartel  and  generul 
orders,  they  are  valid:  if  not,  not  valid.  I  cannot  act  upon  any  single 
case  until  I  know  precisely  what;  it  is.  A  court  is  investigating  the 
cases  of  pamled  otticers  who  came  in  here. 

You  have  all  the  orders  and  instructions  in  relation  to  paroles. 

II.   VV.   UALLKCK, 

Genvral'ir>,-Chief. 


HEADytAKTERS    OF    THE    ARMT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  3(i,  IStiS. 
Colonel  Ludlow,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  otticers  captured  by  <Tenerul  l»ix 
be  not  exchanged  till  further  orders.  It  is  reported  tliat  rebel  otticers 
in  the  West  have  disregarded  the  cartel. 

H.   W.   IIALLECK, 

(Itnendin-Chirf. 

(Copy  to  Colonel  lloti'mau,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.) 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Depar'J'ment, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  3i>,  ls63. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  II.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  last  boat  which  reached  City  Point  brought  up  ColoneJ 
Morehead  but  left  Lieut.  .lames  Baker  still  at  Fort  Norfolk.  They  were 
captured  at  the  same  time  and  were  both  long  since  declared  exchanged 
by  our  agreement.  What  is  the  reason  for  the  distinction  :'  Why  keep 
an  otticer  whom  you  have  declared  exchanged  in  ca[)tivity  almost 
within  sound  of  your  voice? 

Frequent  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  b.\'  our  returned  ollicers 
as  to  the  treatment  they  received  whilst  contiiied  in  Port  Norfolk.  As 
many  as  eighteen  have  been  huddled  together  m  an  apartment  fifteen 
feet  square,  with  but  little  ventilation.  They  have  been  cdnipelleil  to 
obey  the  calls  of  nature  in  that  same  room,  and  the  excreincnt  was 
only  allowed  to  be  removed  once  in  twenty-four  hours.  1  ha\e  been 
told  that  you  are  personally  cognizant  of  the  facts.  Some  of  the  oflicers 
have  intbrmed  me  that  they  saw  you  at  the  fort  and  that  you  were 
made  aware  of  this  iniiumau  treatment.  I  cannot  but  believe  that 
now  after  you  have  seen  these  things  for  yourself  you  will  take  prompt 
steps  in  the  way  of  reform. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OCLD, 
Agent  of  E.ichunge. 
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Washington,  July  7,  1863. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  Your  uuswer  to  the  ;iiii)lic;itioii  of  the  undersigned  for  a  revo- 
ciitiou  of  the  orderof  Liiinisbineiit  of  <_'!i.-iiieut  L.  N'allaudiiihain  reijuires 
a  reply,  which  they  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  make. 

They  are  not  able  to  appreciate  the  force  of  the  distinction  you  njake 
between  the  Cijustitution  and  the  application  of  tiie  Constitution 
whereby  you  assume  that  po^yers  are  delei;ateil  to  the  President  at  the 
time  ot  invasion  or  insurrection  in  derogation  to  the  plain  language  of 
the  Constitution.  The  inherent  provisions  of  the  ('onstitution  remain- 
ing the  same  in  time  of  insurrection  or  invasion  as  in  time  of  peace  the 
President  can  have  no  more  right  to  disregard  their  positive  and  imper- 
ative requirements  at  the  Ibrmer  time  than  at  the  latter.  Because  some 
things  may  be  done  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  at  the  time  of 
invasion  or  insurrection  whicli  would  not  be  required  by  the  occasion  in 
time  of  peace,  yt)U  assume  that  anything  whatever,  even  though  not 
expressed  by  the  Constitution,  may  be  done  on  the  occasion  of  insur- 
rection or  invasion  which  the  President  may  choose  to  say  is  reipiired 
by  the  public  safety.  In  plainer  terms,  because  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus maybe  suspended  at  tinje  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  you  infer 
that  all  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution  having  in  view  the  protec- 
tion of  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen  may  be  in  like  man- 
ner suspended. 

The  provision  relating  to  the  %rrit  of  habeas  corpus  being  contained 
in  the  first  part  of  the  Constitution,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  detine 
the  powers  delegated  to  Congress,  has  no  connection  in  language  with 
the  declaration  of  rights  as  guarantees  of  [tersonal  liberty  contained  in 
the  additional  and  amendatory  articles,  and  inasmuch  as  the  provision 
relating  to  the  habeas  corpus  expressly  provides  for  its  suspension  and 
the  other  provisions  alluded  to  do  not  provide  for  any  such  thing  the 
legal  conclusion  is  that  the  suspensioii«of  the  latter  is  unauthorized. 
The  provision  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  merely  intended  to  fur- 
nish a  summary  remedy  and  not  the  means  whereby  personal  security 
is  conserved  in  the  tinal  resort,  while  the  other  provisions  are  guaran- 
tees of  personal  rights  the  suspension  of  which  puts  an  end  to  all  pre- 
tense of  free  government.  It  is  true  Mr.  Tallandigham  ai'plied  for  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  as  a  summary  remedy  against  oppression.  But 
the  denial  of  this  did  not  take  away  his  right  to  a  speedy  public  trial 
by  an  impartial  jury  or  deprive  him  of  his  other  rights  as  an  American 
citizen.  Your  assumption  of  the  right  to  suspend  all  the  constitutional 
guarantees  of  personal  liberty,  and  even  of  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press,  because  the  summary  remedy  of  habeas  corpus  may  be 
suspended  is  at  once  startling  and  alarming  to  all  persons  desirous  of 
preserving  free  government  in  this  country. 

The  inquiry  of  the  undersigned  whether  "you  hold  the  rights  of 
every  man  tiiroughout  this  vast  country  in  time  of  invasion  or  insur- 
rection arc  sulijcct  to  be  annulled  whenever  you  may  say  that  you  con- 
sider the  public  safety  requires  it?"  was  a  plain  question,  undisguised 
by  circumlocution,  and  intended  simply  to  elicit  intormatioii.  Your 
artirmative  answer  to  this  question  tlirows  a  shade  upon  the  loudest 
anticipations  of  tlie  fiameis  of  the  Constitution,  who  tiattored  them- 
selves that  they  had  provided  safeguards  against  the  dangers  which 
have  ever  beset  and  overthrown  free  government  in  other  ages  and 
countries.  Your  answer  is  not  to  be  ilisguised  by  the  phraseology  that 
the  question  '-is  simidy  a  "[uestion  who  shaU  decide,  or  an  allirmation 
that  nobody  shall  decide,  what  the  public  safety  does  require  in  case 
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of  rebellion  or  invasion."  Our  Government  was  designed  to  be  a  gov- 
ernment of  law,  settled  and  defined,  and  not  of  the  arbitrary  will  of  a 
single  man.  As  a  safeguard  the  powers  were  delegated  to  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  Government,  and  each 
made  co-ordinate  with  the  other  and  supreme  within  its  sphere,  and 
thus  a  mutual  check  upon  each  other  in  case  of  abuse  of  power. 

It  has  been  the  boast  of  the  American  people  that  they  had  a  writ- 
ten Constitution  not  only  expressly  defining,  but  also  limitiugthe  powers 
of  the  Government,  and  providing  ett'ectual  safeguards  for  personal 
liberty,  security,  and  property.  And  to  make  the  matter  more  positive 
and  explicit,  it  was  provided  by  the  amendatory  articles,  IX  and  X,  that 
"  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people,''  and  that 
"the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  State  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively 
or  to  the  people.''  With  this  care  and  forethought  on  the  part  of  our 
forefathers  who  framed  our  institutions  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
at  so  early  a  day  as  this  a  claim  of  the  President  to  arbitrary  power, 
limited  only  by  his  conception  of  the  requirements  of  the  public  safety, 
would  have  been  asserted.  In  derogation  of  the  constitutional  provis- 
ions making  the  President  strictly  an  executive  officer  and  vesting 
all  the  delegated  legislative  powers  in  Congress  your  position  as  we 
understand  it  would  make  your  will  the  rule  of  action,  and  your  dec- 
laration of  the  requirements  of  the  public  safety  the  law  of  the  land. 
Our  inquiry  was  not  therefore  '-simply  a  question  who  shall  decide, 
or  the  affirmation  that  nobody  shall  decide,  what  the  public  safety 
requires."  Our  Government  is  a  government  of  law  and  it  is  the  law- 
making power  which  ascertains  what  the  public  safety  requires  and 
prescribes  the  rule  of  action,  and  the  duty  of  the  President  is  simply 
to  execute  the  laws  thus  enacted,  and  not  to  make  or  annul  laws.  If 
any  exigency  shall  arise  the  President  has  the  power  to  convene  Con- 
gress at  any  time  to  provide  for  it,  so  that  the  plea  of  necessity  fur- 
nishes no  reasonable  pretext  for  any  assumption  of  legislative  power. 

For  a  moment  contemplate  the  consequences  of  such  a  claim  to  power. 
Not  only  would  the  dominion  of  the  President  be  absolute  over  the 
rights  of  individuals,  but  eijually  so  over  the  other  departments  of  the 
Government.  If  he  should  claim  that  the  public  safety  required  it,  he 
could  arrest  and  imprison  a  judge  for  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
duties,  paralyze  the  judicial  power  or  supersede  it  by  the  substitution 
of  courts-martial,  subject  to  his  own  will,  throughout  the  whole  country. 
If  any  one  of  the  States  even  far  removed  from'  the  rebellion  should  not 
sustain  his  plan  for  prosecuting  the  war,  lie  could  on  the  plea  of  public 
safety  annul  and  set  at  defiance  the  State  laws  and  authorities,  arrest 
and  imprison  the  Governor  of  the  State  or  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture while  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  or  he  could  abso- 
lutely control  the  action  either  of  Congress  or  the  Supreme  Court  by 
arresting  and  imprisoning  its  members,  and  upon  the  same  uround  he 
could  suspend  the  elective  franchise,  postpone  the  elections,  and  declare 
the  perpetuity  of  his  high  prerogative.  And  neither  the  power  of 
impeachment  nor  the  elections  of  the  people  could  be  made  available 
against  such  concentration  of  power. 

Surely  it  is  not  necessary  to  subvert  free  government  in  this  country 
in  order  to  put  down  the  rebellion,  and  it  cannot  be  done  under  the 
pretense  of  putting  down  the  rebellion.  Indeed  it  is  i)Iain  that  your 
Administration  has  been  weakened,  and  greatly  wsakened,  by  the 
assumption  of  power  not  delegated  in  the  Constitution. 
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lu  your  answer  you  say  to  us:  "You  claim  that  men  may,  if  they 
choose,  embarrass  tliose  whose  duty  it  is  to  combat  a  giant  rebellion 
and  then  be  dealt  with  in  terms  as  it'  there  were  no  rebellion."'  Vou 
will  find  yourself  in  fault  if  you  will  search  our  communication  to  you 
for  any  such  idea.  The  undersigned  believe  that  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  land  properly  administered  furnish  ample  power  to  put 
down  an  insurrection  without  tlie  assumption  of  i)owers  not  granted. 
Aiul  if  existing  legislation  be  inade(|uate  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
consider  what  further  legislation  is  necessary  aud  to  make  suitable 
provision  by  law. 

You  claim  that  the  nulitary  arrests  made  by  your  Administration 
are  merely  preventive  remedies,  -'as  injunctions  to  stay  injury,  or  pro- 
ceedings to  keep  the  peace,  and  not  for  punishment."  The  ordinary 
])reventive  remedies  alluded  to  are  authorized  by  established  law,  but 
the  preventive  ])roceedings  you  institute  have  their  authority  merely 
in  the  will  of  the  Executive  or  thatof  othcers  subordinate  to  his  author- 
ity. And  in  this  proceeding  a  discretion  seems  to  be  exercised  as  to 
wiiether  the  prisoner  shall  be  allowed  a  trial  or  even  be  permitted  to 
know  the  nature  of  the  complaint  alleged  against  him  or  the  name  of 
his  accuser.  If  the  proceedings  be  merely  preventive,  why  not  allow 
the  prisoner  the  benetit  of  a  bond  to  keep  the  peace  ?  But  if  no  oftense 
has  been  committed,  why  was  Mr.  Vallandigham  tried,  convicted,  and 
sentenced  by  a  court  martial  ?  And  why  the  actual  punishment  by 
imprisonment  or  banishment  without  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  his 
liberty  in  the  mode  usual  in  preventive  remedies,  and  yet  say  it  is  not 
for  punishment'! 

\ou  still  place  Mr.  Vallandigham's  conviction  and  banishment  upon 
the  ground  that  he  had  damaged  the  niilitary  service  by  discouraging 
enlistments  and  encouraging  desertions,  &c.,  and  yet  you  have  not 
even  pretended  to  controvert  our  position  that  he  was  not  charged 
with,  tried,  or  convicted  for  any  such  ofiense  before  the  coartmartial. 

In  answer  to  our  position  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  was  entitled  to  a 
trial  in  the  civil  tribunals  by  virtue  of  the  late  acts  of  Congress  you 
say:  ''  I  certainly  do  not  know  that  Mr.  V^allandigham  has  specitically 
aud  by  direct  language  advised  against  enlistments  and  in  favor  of 
desertions  and  resistance  to  drafting,"  &c„  and  yet  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  your  answer,  after  si)eaking  of  certain  disturbances  which  are 
alleged  to  have  occnrretl  in  the  resistance  of  the  arrest  of  deserters  and 
of  the  enrollment  preparatory  to  the  draft,  and  which  you  attribute 
mainly  to  the  course  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  pursued,  you  say  that  he 
has  made  speeches  against  the  war  in  the  midst  of  resistance  to  it; 
that  '-he  has  never  been  known  in  any  instance  to  counsel  against  such 
resistance,"  and  that  '-it  is  next  to  impossible  to  repel  the  inference 
that  he  has  counseled  directly  in  favor  of  it."  Permit  us  to  say  that 
your  information  is  nujst  grievously  at  fault. 

The  undersigned  lja\e  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing  ]\Ir.  Vailaiulig- 
ham  speak  before  popular  asscnil)Iages,  and  they  ap[)eal  with  CDiitidence 
to  every  truthful  person  who  has  ever  heard  him  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  declare  tiou  that  he  has  never  made  a  speech  before  the  people  of 
Ohio  in  which  he  has  not  <'ounseled  submission  aud  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  the  Constitution,  and  advised  the  peaceful  remedies  of  the 
Judicial  tribunes  :ind  of  the  ballot  box  for  tiie  redress  of  grievances 
and  for  the  evils  which  afdict  our  bleeding,  suffering  country.  And 
were  it  not  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  this  communication  we  would 
undertake  to  establish  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  candid  [lerson  that 
the  disturbances  among  the  jieojile  to  which  you  allude  in  opposition 
to  the  arrest  of  deserters  and  the  draft  have  been  occasioned  mainly  by 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION    AND   CONFEDERATE.  67 

the  measures,  policy,  and  conduct  of  your  Administration  and  the 
course  of  its  political  friends.  But  if  the  circumstantial  evidence 
exists  to  which  you  allude  which  makes  "it  next  to  impossible  to  repel 
the  inference  that  Mr.  Vallandigham  has  counseled  directly  in  favor" 
of  this  resistance  and  that  the  same  has  been  mainly  attributable  to  his 
conduct,  why  was  he  not  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  tried 
under  the  late  acts  of  Congress?  If  there  be  any  foundation  in  fact 
for  your  statements  implicating  him  in  resistance  to  the  constituted 
authorities,  he  is  liable  to  such  prosecution.  Aud  we  now  demand  as  a 
mere  act  of  justice  to  him  an  investigation  of  this  matter  before  a  jury 
of  his  countrymen ;  and  respectfully  insist  that  fairness  requires  either 
that  you  retract  these  charges  which  you  make  against  him,  or  that  you 
revoke  your  order  of  banishment  and  allow  him  the  opportunity  of  an 
investigation  before  an  impartial  jury. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  repel  at  length  the  impu 
tation  that  the  attitude  of  themselves  or  of  the  Democratic  jiarty  in 
Ohio  "encouraged  desertion, resistance  to  the  draft,  and  the  like."'  Sug- 
gestions of  that  kind  are  not  unusual  weapons  in  our  ordinary  political 
contests.  Tliey  rise  readily  in  the  minds  of  politicians  heated  with  the 
excitement  of  partisan  strife.  During  the  two  years  in  which  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  Ohio  has  been  constrained  to  oppose  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  aud  to  stand  up  in  defense  of  the  (^'onstitutiou  and  of 
personal  rights  this  charge  has  been  repeatedly  made.  It  lias  fallen 
harmless,  however,  at  the  feet  of  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  injure. 
The  committee  believe  it  will  do  so  again.  If  it  were  proper  to  do  so 
in  this  paper  they  might  suggest  that  the  measures  of  the  Administra- 
tion and  its  changes  of  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  have  been  the 
fruitful  sources  of  discouraging  enlistments  and  inducing  desertion,  and 
furnish  a  reason  for  the  undeniable  fact  that  the  tirst  call  for  vulun 
teers  was  answered  by  very  many  more  than  were  demanded,  and  that 
the  next  call  for  soldiers  will  probably  be  responded  to  by  drafted  men 
alone. 

The  observation  of  the  President  in  this  connection  that  neither  the 
convention  in  its  resolutions  nor  the  committee  in  its  communication 
intimate  that  they  "are  conscious  of  an  existing  rebellion  being  in 
progress  with  the  avowed  object  of  destroying  the  Union,"  needs  jier- 
haps  no  reply.  The  Democratic  party  of  Ohio  has  felt  so  keenly  the 
condition  of  the  country  and  been  so  stricken  to  the  heart  by  the  mis- 
fortunes and  sorrows  which  have  befallen  it  that  they  hardly  deemed  it 
necessary  by  solemn  resolution  when  their  very  State  exhibited  every- 
where the  sad  evidences  of  war  to  remind  the  President  that  they  were 
aware  of  its  existence. 

In  the  conclusion  of  your  communication  you  propose  that  if  a 
majority  of  the  committee  shall  afiix  their  signatures  to  a  duplicate 
copy  of  it  which  you  have  furnished  they  shall  stand  committe<l  to  thicc 
propositions  therein  at  length  set  forth,  that  he  will  publish  the  I'.ames 
thus  signed  and  that  this  i)iiblicatioii  shall  inierate  as  a  revocation  of 
the  order  of  banishment.  The  committee  cannot  refrain  trom  tlic 
expression  of  their  surprise  that  the  President  should  make  the  fatei)f 
Mr.  Vallandigham  ilei)end  upon  the  opinion  of  this  committee  iipou 
these  propositions.  If  the  arrest  and  banishment  were  legal  and  were 
deserved;  if  the  President  exercised  a  power  clearly  delegated  under 
circumstances  which  warranted  its  exercise,  the  order  ought  not  to  be 
revoked  merely  because  the  committee  hold  or  exjiress  opinions  accord- 
ant with  those  of  tlie  President.  If  the  arrest  and  banishment  were 
not  legal  or  were  not  ileserved  by  .Mr.  Vallandigham,  then  surely  he  is 
entitled  to  an  immediate  and  uuconditional  discharge. 
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The  people  of  Ohio  were  not  so  deeply  moved  by  the  action  of  the 
President  merely  because  they  were  roucerned  for  the  personal  safety 
and  convenience  of  -Mr.  Vallandigham,  but  because  they  saw  in  his 
arrest  and  banishiiieut  an  attack  upon  their  own  personal  rights;  and 
they  attach  value  to  his  discharge  chieriy  as  it  will  indicate  an  aban- 
donment of  the  claim  to  the  power  of  such  arrest  and  banishment. 
However  Just  the  undersigned  might  regard  the  principles  contained 
in  the  several  propositions  submitted  by  tiie  Presiilent.  uv  how  much 
soever  they  might,  under  other  circumstances,  feel  inclined  to  indorse  the 
sentiments  contained  therein,  yet  they  assure  him  that  they  have  not 
been  authorized  to  enter  into  any  bargains,  terms,  contracts,  or  condi- 
tions with  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  to  procure  the  release  of 
Mr.  Vallandigham.  The  opinion  <if  the  undersigned  touching  the 
questions  involved  in  these  propositions  are  well  known,  have  been 
many  times  publicly  expressed,  and  are  sufficiently  manifested  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  convention  which  they  represent,  and  they  cannot 
suppose  that  the  President  expects  that  they  will  seek  the  discharge  of 
Mr.  Vallandigham  by  a  pledge  implying  not  only  an  imputation  upon 
their  own  sincerity  and  fidelity  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  carrying  witii  it  by  implication  a  concession  of  the  legality  of  his 
arrest,  trial,  and  banishment  against  which  they  and  the  convention 
they  represent  have  solemnly  protested.  And  while  they  have  asked 
the  revocation  of  the  order  of  banishment,  not  as  a  favor,  but  as  a  right 
due  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  and  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
conflict  or  disturbance  of  the  public  tran(|uillity,they  do  not  do  this,  nor 
does  Mr.  Vallandigham  desire  it,  at  any  sacrifice  of  their  dignity  and 
self-respect. 

The  idea  that  such  a  pledge  as  that  asked  from  the  undersigned 
would  secure  the  public  safety  sufficiently  to  compensate  for  any  mis- 
take of  the  President  in  discharging  Mr.  Vallandigham  is  in  their 
opinion  a  mere  evasion  of  the  grave  i|uestion  involved  in  this  discus- 
sion and  of  a  direct  answer  to  tiieir  demand.  And  this  is  made  espe- 
cially apparent  by  the  fact  that  this  pledge  is  asked  in  a  communication 
which  concludes  with  an  intimation  of  a  dispositioTi  on  the  part  of  the 
President  to  repeat  the  acts  complained  of. 

The  undersigned  therefore  having  fully  discharged  the  duty  enjoined 
upon  them  leave  the  responsibility  with  the  President. 

.M.    niKCLIARD,  I'lth   Dist..  Chairman. 

DAVID  A.  nOUK,  Secretani.  S>l  Dist. 

CF.O.  RLIS.-^.  nth  Dixt. 

T.  W.    r.AliTLKV.  ^th  Dixt. 

W.  .1.  GOKDON,  l^th  Dist. 

.TOIIX  O'Xl'.ILL,  V.th  Dixt. 

('.   A.  WHITI-:,  litk  Dixt. 

\V.    i;.   l-lXCIv,  7}th  Dist. 

ALi:XANI)EK  LONG,  ^''/  Dixt. 

.FAS.    i;.  .MORRIS,  I5tk  Dixt. 

(;i:o.  I..  coxvi:rse,  7^/(  Dixt. 
(;i:o.  H.  ves\)\.i:to's.  ixt  Dixt. 

W.   A.   Wl'lVUlSS,  nth  Dist. 
A.    I,.   I  JACK  us.  lath  Dist. 
.1.   F.  McKINNEY,  4th  Dist. 
.1.  W.  WHITE.  PJth  Dist. 
V.  C.   I.K   HLOXD,  Ith  Dist. 
I  oris  SHAEFRR.  17th  Dist. 

\\"Ai:i:i:x  p.  yoULE,  nth  Dist. 
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Baltimore,  July  i,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stantox: 

I  understand  that  you  suppose  Mrs.  ililroy  to  have  been  taken  at 
Winchester  and  carried  to  Riclimond.  It  is  a  mistake.  She  left  Win- 
chester witli  iier  children  early  in  May  and  went  home  to  Rensselaer, 
Ind.  I  saw  lier  on  her  way  and  knew  her  before.  She  is  a  very  good 
woman.  The  general  received  a  letter  from  iier  yesterday.  But  there 
were  five  or  six  officers"  wives  lelt  at  Wincliester,  among  them  the  wife 
of  Washburn,  of  Ohio.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  their  being  taken 
as  prisoners  or  treated  with  any  indignity. 

ItOBT.  C.  SOHEN'CK. 

Major- Cteneral. 


War  Department,  Washington,  July  l,  isus. 
]\rajor-General  Schenck,  Baltimore: 

I  knew  that  ^Irs.  Milroy  was  not  takeu  prisoner.  But  the  Eichmond 
Dispatch  of  Friday  states  that  eleven  Yankee  ladies  were  taken  from 
Winchester  to  Riciunond  and  that  they  are  imprisoned  in  Castle  Thun- 
der. 1  have  called  for  an  explanation  from  the  Richmond  authorities. 
Whoever  they  are  it  is  the  design  of  the  (lovernment  to  protect  them. 

EDWIX  -M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of   War. 


HEAD(^rARTERS,  Fort  Monroe,  July   Z,  1S63. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Anst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Army : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  of  the 
Ceneral-inChief  directing  that  the  officers  captured  by  Major-General 
Dix  be  not  exchanged. 

No  exchanges  of  Confederate  officers  have  been  made  since  the  order 
of  the  25th  of  May  last  forbidding  paroling  or  exchanging  such  officers. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  wounded,  is  in  hospital  here  on  the 
certificate  of  the  medical  director  that  be  re<[uired  hospital  treatment. 
General  Lee  has  given  his  parole  to  confine  himself  to  the  hospital  aucl 
make  no  attempt  to  escape.  As  soon  as  he  can  be  moved  he  will  be 
sent  to  Fort  Delaware,  as  we  have  no  place  of  confinement  here.  His 
retention  settles  all  questions  about  hanging  our  officers. 

In  order  to  obviate  all  misunderstandings  in  regard  to  paroles  I  gave 
Mr.  Quid  on  the  2.3d  of  May  the  notice,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.* 
Cnder  its  operation  we  shall  derive  great  advantages,  as  every  capture 
must  be  reduced  to  possession  except  in  cases  where  commanders  of 
opposing  armies  under  the  authority  of  article  7  of  the  cartel  otherwise 
arrange. 

It  had  been  the  practice,  esiiecially  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  of 
the  Confederate  forces  to  parole  our  captnreil  <irticers  and  men  where 
they  were  unable  to  bring  them  aw;iy.  and  thus  preserve  their  own 
force  unimpaired  to  make  more  captures.  If  this  rule  of  reducing  cap- 
tures to  possession  be  not  tally  understood  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  it  be  announced  in  general  orders. 

May  I  ask  what  rebel  offi<-ers  in  the  West  are  reported  as  having 
disregarded  the  cartel,  and  under  what  circumstances? 

Various  other  questions  connected  with  exchanges  have  been  sub- 
jects of  correspondence  between  3Ir.  Ould  and  myself.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  ilispose  of  them  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  ability,  and  I 
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have  forborne  to  press  them  upoQ  tlie  already  crowded  attention  of  the 
General  ill-Chief. 

If  he  so  desires  I  will  forward  copies.     For  the  present  exchauj;es  of 
othcers  and  citizens  are  not  made.     Those  of  enlisted  men  continue. 
I  aui,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchamje  of  Prisoners. 


-Military  Prlson,  Alton,  III.,  July  1,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- Generit I  nf  Prisoners,  Wasliington.  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  regret  that  I  am  oblijred  to  report  that  the  smallpox  still 
prevails  to  a  considerable  extent  in  this  prison,  ami  will  1  fear  cimtiuue 
to  do  so  so  long  as  new  subjects  for  it  to  work  upon  are  sent  here  for 
confinement. 

The  usual  preventive  against  the  spreading  of  this  disease — vacci- 
nation— has  been  extensively  resurted  to  by  the  [irison  physician,  but 
without  the  ettect  thus  far  to  rid  this  prison  entirely  of  this  disease. 

There  is  but  one  way  wliich  at  this  time  presents  itself  to  me  by 
which  we  can  hope  to  be  rid  of  this  loathsome  disease  soon,  and  that  is 
by  not  seudin;,'  here  any  more  jjrisoners  for  a  month  or  so,  by  which 
time  we  will  perhaps  have  gotten  entirely  rid  of  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.   HENURICKSOX, 
Major   Third  Infantry,  Commanding  the  Prison. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Referred  to  the  Surgeon-General  for  suggestions  July  s,  1863. 

[Second  indorsement.) 

Respectfully  returned. 

1  recommend  that  this  communication  be  referred  to  the  assistant 
surgeon  general  at  Saint  Louis  with  the  request  that  he  cause  the  [iioper 
steps  to  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this  disease  in  the  Alton  prison  by 
vaccination,  cleanliness,  isolation,  and  such  other  means  as  his  imme- 
diate presence  or  vicinity  may  suggest. 

I  am  ot  the  impression  that  isnlation  may  be  accomplished  without 
necessarily  ceasing  to  send  inmates. 

In  any  event,  the  assistant  surgeon-general  would  lie  able  to  act  more 
understandiiigly  in  the  matter  as  to  details  to  be  pursued  tlian  an>'  one 
at  a  distance. 

If  thi^  ('onimissary-(  M'ucral  of  Prisoners  should  desire  it,  orders  in 
the  case  will  be  issuetl  from  this  olhce. 

.lOS.  K.  SMITH. 
Acting  ^iirgton-Oenirul. 


CONIEDEUATI:    STATES   iiF   AiTERICA,  WaR   DEPART:\rENT, 

Richmond,  .July  1,  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  if  Exchange: 

Sir:  Not  one  of  the  twenty-four  othcers  whose  names  have  been  sent 
to  me  partieijiated  in  the  seizure  of  the  (".  S.  transport  Maple  Leaf.* 

I'i.r  r.-|M.ri,  ,.r  (.•;i|.tui.'.  .^t-r  .'~ci  u'>  I.  \  ol.  .\XVII.  Part  II.  p.  78li. 
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The  officers  of  the  transport  will  say  the  same  thing.  I  say  farther, 
what  is  not  material  to  the  matter,  that  no  one  of  them  knew  any  such 
thing  was  contemplated. 

I  prefer,  however,  to  adjust  this  whole  matter  when  we  meet.  If  I 
cannot  satisfy  you  that  these  twenty-four  men  were  Justitied  in  escap- 
ing without  violence  I  will  give  you  equivalents.  What  do  you  mean 
by  putting  officers  on  parole?  Is  a  parole  not  a  contract?  Is  it  not  an 
obligation  on  one  part  that  no  act  of  hostility  will  be  committed,  and  on 
the  other  that  coutinement  shall  cease?  Can  parole  and  iniprisoument 
go  together?  When  you  imprison  do  you  not  revoke  paroles?  Most 
of  these  twenty-four  men  were  told  by  the  paroling  officers  that  the 
paroles  would  be  at  an  end  when  they  reached  Fortress  Monroe,  aud 
that  the  only  reason  why  they  were  asked  to  give  a  parole  was  that  they 
might  go  without  guard  to  that  point.  If  I  understand  the  matter  a 
parole  is  an  obligation  not  to  bear  arms  if  released.  It  is  a  contract. 
A  prisoner  has  the  right  to  reject  it.  If  your  doctrine  is  true  all  ought 
to  reject  it.  What  e(iuivalent  did  you  give  to  these  officers  for  that 
parole  after  they  readied  Fortress  Monroe?  Up  to  that  time  they  had 
little  or  no  guard.  Their  imprisonment  was  uouiiual.  When  they 
reached  Fortress  Monroe  you  made  it  actual.  You  put  them  in  places 
well  deserving  the  name  of  dungeons,  eighteen  in  a  room  fifteen  feet 
square,  with  an  armed  sentinel  always  at  the  door.  I  again  ask  you 
what  equivalent  did  you  give  them  for  their  parole  ?  Did  you  not  absolve 
them  by  your  own  act?"  Webster  when  he  was  paroled  was  released; 
he  had  an  equivalent  for  his  obligation.  I  am,  however,  so  anxious  to 
do  justice  according  to  your  own  ideas  in  this  matter  that  I  am  disposed 
to  abandon  my  own  views  if  you  do  not  concur  in  them.  Yet  if  you 
demand  an  equivalent  for  these  officers  aud  receive  it  1  must  insist  that 
you  shall  state  in  writing  what  you  mean  by  a  parole  and  what  is  its 
force.  I  deem  it  but  fair  that  such  a  statement  shall  be  made  as  will 
show  that  these  men  were  not  justified  in  availing  themselves  of  an 
opportunity  to  escape  from  your  confinement  when  it  could  be  done, 
especially  without  violence,  actual  or  implied,  on  their  part. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OULU, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


CONFEDEEATK    STATES   OF    AMERICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  July  1,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  clear  understanding  between  us  as  to  civilians  was  that  all 
who  had  been  paroled  or  put  under  any  bunds  or  who  had  taken  any 
oath  of  allegiance  were  released  from  condition  of  parole  bond  and 
oath  where  such  civilians  were  delivered  to  their  own  people.  It  was 
confined  to  such  as  were  released  and  delivered.  Such  is  the  fair  aud 
proper  interpretation  of  paragraph  S  of  notice  5. 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  better  for  me  to  have  added  the  word 
"delivered'"  alter  •'released."  I  did  not  do  so  because  persons  who 
were  sent  into  our  lines  might  not  consider  themselves  as  being  deliv- 
ered. I  have,  however,  assured  all  persons  that  it  only  embraces  such 
persons  as  were  delivered  to  me  or  my  agents,  or  such  as  were  sent 
into  our  lines.  If  you  continue  to  take  exception  to  the  phraseology  I 
will  correct  it  in  my  next  notice. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OrLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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CONPEDEEATE  STATES   OP   AilEEICA,  WaE  DepAETJIENT, 

Richmond,  July  1,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H,  Ludlow,  Ayent  of  Exchange: 

SiE:  In  answer  to  your  personal  appeal  I  send  to  you  Abram  Hough- 
taling.  If  my  desire  to  gratify  you  had  not  been  very  great  he  would 
have  been  very  ditl'ereiitly  dealt  with.  He  has  recently  twice  tried  to 
bribe  the  under  officers  of  the  Libby.  I  think  he  will  admit  the  charge. 
Moreover,  I  am  very  sure  he  is  nothing  but  a  civilian  of  the  money- 
making  sort.  In  spite  of  all  this  I  send  liim  to  you.  Pardon  me  if 
I  cannot  comply  with  your  request  as  to  the  correspondents.  Why 
cannot  you  agree  to  my  propositions  as  to  civilians  and  save  heart- 
breaks on  both  sides  of  the  line? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confedeeate  States  of  Ajieeica,  Wae  Department, 

Richmond.  July  1,  lS6o. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

SiE:  I  think  the  captain  of  the  John  Rice  misapprehended  Cap- 
tain Thompson.  The  latter  did  not  intend  to  be  untlerstood  as 
threatening  to  detain  the  boat.  If  he  did,  any  such  act  would  have 
been  entirely  unauthorized  and  would  be  appropriately  punished.  I 
cannot  pretend  to  offer  any  excuse  for  any  such  conduct.  Everybody 
on  board  your  boat  is  entirely  under  your  coucrol  until  delivered. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


FoET  Monroe,  July  3,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Forty-seven  of  our  women  and  children,  being  all  that  were  captured 
at  Winchester,  have  Just  arrived  here  from  Richmond  via  City  Point 
and  go  to  Annapolis  tonight.  The  rebels  say  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  retain  them,  but  did  not  wish  to  send  them  through  our  lines  at  any 
other  point.  Abram  Houghtaling,  captured  on  the  Mississippi,  whose 
release  you  desireil  me  to  obtain,  has  been  sent  to  me.  The  release  of 
Richardson  and  Browne  is  again  refused  on  the  ground  of  retaliation. 
Three  thousand  tive  hundred  men  and  108  officers  of  Milroy"s  command 
have  been  taken  to  Itichmond.  One  thousand  of  these  were  delivered 
at  (-'ity  Point  and  go  to  Annapolis  to  night. 

Files  of  Richmond  papers  from  the  -3d  of  June  to  this  date  Just 
received.  Will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  first  mail.  The  rebels 
declare  themselves  fully  prepared  to  meet  our  forces  oi)erating  from  the 
White  House  and  to  defend  Richmond,  and  apprehend  we  will  under- 
take to  march  by  <;ordousvdle  and  Culpeper  to  tiie  Potomac  Riser, 
destroying  their  railroads  and  bridges  after  us.  Extracts  from  Rich- 
mond papers  of  July  1  have  just  been  sent  to  you. 

WM.  H.   LUDLOW, 
Lieutenaitt-Voloncl  and  Aijcnt  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  ~',  1S63. 
Col.  William  H.  Ludlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  of  the  1st  iustaiit  is  received.  It  is  stated 
that  some  of  the  ofUcers  and  men  of  the  colored  regiments  cai)tured 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River  liavo  been  hung  by  order  of  General 
Taylor,  and  that  others  (colored)  have  been  sold  into  slavery  under 
some  pretended  State  authority.  It  is  understood  that  (General  Grant 
has  made  a  formal  demand  on  General  Taylor  to  know  if  these  state- 
ments are  true,  and  also  that  all  such  prisoners  be  treated  in  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel  and  the  rules  of  civilized  war.*  It 
is  also  stated  that  a  portion  of  Colonel  Streight's  command  captured 
have  been  refused  the  right  of  exchange  under  the  cartel  and  are 
improperly  retained  by  the  enemy. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  afford  protection  to  all  persons 
duly  received  into  the  military  service,  and  if  the  enemy  should  violate 
the  cartel  and  laws  of  war  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  our  Govern- 
ment will  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  resort  to  retaliation.  While  we 
shall  ask  for  nothing  to"'whicli  we  are  not  entitled  by  wellestablislied 
laws,  we  cannot  permit  a  deliberate  and  systematic  violation  of  the  usages 
of  civilized  warfare  to  pass  unpunished.  However  much  we  nuiy  wish 
to  avoid  any  act  by  which  tlie  innocent  may  suffer  for  the  crimes  of  tlie 
guilty,  there  are  occasions  where  summary  retaliation  must  be  resorted 
to.  I  am  fully  aware  that  violations  of  law,  both  civil  and  military,  will 
sometimes  occur  under  any  Government  or  organization,  and  complaints 
are  not  made  where  the  proper  authorities  employ  all  legitimate  means 
to  rebuke  and  punish  the  offenders.  It  is  hoped  that  tlie  statements 
I  have  alluded  to  may  be  incorrect  or  mere  exaggerations,  as  is  not 
unusually  the  case  on  both  sides,  and  that  the  matter  may  be  properly 
and  satisfactorily  arranged. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report^ 
of  General  Kosecrans  upon  General  Bragg's  letter  in  regard  to  his 
stripping  Coburn's  brigade  of  their  Idankets,  clothing,  &c.  You  will 
please  again  call  Mr.  (Juki's  attentiou  to  General  Bragg's  conduct  as 
admitted  by  himself.  Instead  of  depriving  prisoners  of  war  of  their 
clothing  we  have  issued  to  them  large  quantities  of  blankets  to  make 
them  comfortable  and  have  generally  exchanged  them  in  better  condi- 
tion than  when  captured.  The  enemy,  on  the  contrary,  has  frequently 
treated  our  troops  with  great  inhumanity  and  sent  them  back  in  a  con- 
dition utterly  disgraceful  to  the  captors.  It  is  hoped  that  this  matter 
will  be  properly  investigated  and  the  abuse  corrected. 
^^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  UALLECK, 

(rtntrul-in-Chief. 


Annapolis,  JuIij  .:.>,  1^113. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  here  waiting  orders,  with 
300  women  and  children.  I  received  your  dispatch  Tuesday  evening. 
Ansvrered  as  directed,  and  have  received  no  orders  since.    This  is  sent 

"  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIV,  Part  HI.  pp.  125,  4  43,  469. 
t  See  VoL  V,  this  series,  p.  769. 
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because  the  telegraph  is  unreliable  and  ynu  may  have  sent  orders  that 
have  nut  been  received.     Please  aeknowle^re  receipt  of  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  0.  TrRNER, 

Judge- Advocate. 


War  Department,  Washhujton,  July  2,  136-3. 
Major  Turner,  Judge- Ad  vacate,  Anuajtolin : 

Your  telegram  of  this  date  received.  No  order  has  yet  been  sent  you 
because  I  am  waiting- and  expect  to  hear  to-day  from  Ricluiiond  respect- 
ing the  female  prisoners  held  in  Castle  Thunder.  The  action  of  this 
Government  in  respect  to  the  persons  you  have  in  charge  may  be  iuliu- 
enced  by  the  answer  from  Kichmond.  I  sent  you  this  morning  a  tele- 
gram respecting  contraband  baggage.  You  wdl  remain  with  your  boat 
at  Annapolis  until  further  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


War  Department,  Waxhiugton,  July  i,  1S63. 
Major  Turner,  Judge-Advucufe,  Aininpolis  : 

Colonel  Ludlow  reports  that  the  f'nion  women  and  children,  forty- 
seven  in  number,  taken  to  Richmond  as  prisoners  have  been  released. 
Tou  may  therefore  proceed  to  vour  destination  without  further  delay. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  July  i,  1S63. 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Kichmond,  Va.: 

StR:  Having  accepted  your  patriotic  orter  to  proceed  as  a  military 
comuussioner  under  tiag  of  truce  to  Washington,  you  will  receive  here- 
with your  letters  of  authority  to  the  CommanderinChief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  This  letter  is  signed  by  me  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Confederate  land  and  naval  forces. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  terms  of  the  letter  that  it  is  so  worded  as  to 
avoid  any  political  difficulties  in  its  reception.  Intended  exclusively 
as  one  of  those  communications  between  belligerents  which  imblic  law 
recognizes  as  necessary  and  i)roper  between  hostile  forces,  care  has  been 
taken  to  give  no  pretext  for  refusing  to  receive  it  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  involve  a  tacit  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  ConiV'il- 
eracy.  Your  mission  is  simply  one  of  humanity  and  has  no  political 
aspect.  If  objection  is  made  to  receiving  your  letter  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  not  addressed  to  Abraham  Lincoln  as  President,  insteail  of  Com 
manderin  Chief,  iS:c.,  then  you  will  present  the  duplicate  letter,  which 
is  addressed  to  him  as  J'residcnt  and  signed  by  me  as  I'resident.  I'o 
tliis  latter  objection  may  he  made  on  the  ground  that  I  am  not  recog 
nized  to  be  President  of  the  Confederacy.  In  this  event  you  will 
decline  any  further  attempt  to  (  outer  on  the  subject  of  your  mission,  as 
such  conference  is  admissible  only  on  the  footing  of  perfect  eipiality. 

My  recent  interviews  with  yon  have  put  you  so  fully  in  possession  of 
my  views  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  give  you  any  detailed  instruc- 
tions, even  were  I  at  this  time  well  enough  to  attempt  it.  My  whole 
purpose  is  in  one  word — to  place  this  war  on  the  footing  of  such  as  are 
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waged  by  civilized  people  in  modern  times,  and  to  divest  it  of  the  sav- 
age character  which  has  been  impressed  on  it  by  our  enemies  in  spite 
of  all  our  efforts  and  protests.  War  is  full  enough  of  unavoidable  hor- 
rors under  all  its  aspects  to  justify  and  even  to  demand  of  any  Christian 
rulers  who  may  be  unhappily  engaged  in  carrying  it  on  to  seeii  to 
restrict  its  calamities  and  to  divest  it  of  all  unnecessary  severities. 
You  will  endeavor  to  establish  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
on  such  a  basis  as  to  avoid  the  constant  ditticulties  and  complaints 
which  arise,  and  to  prevent  for  the  future  what  we  deem  the  unfair 
conduct  of  our  enemies  in  evading  tlie  delivery  of  prisoners  wlio  fall 
into  their  hands;  in  retarding  it  by  sending  them  on  circuitous  routes, 
and  by  detaining  them  sometimes  for  months  in  camps  and  prisons,  and 
in  persisting  in  taking  captives  non  combatants. 

Your  attention  is  also  called  to  the  unheard-of  conduct  of  Federal 
officers  in  driving  from  their  homes  entire  communities  of  women  and 
children,  as  well  as  men,  whom  they  tind  in  districts  occupied  by  their 
troops,  for  no  other  reason  than  because  tliese  unfortunates  are  faithful 
to  the  allegiance  due  to  their  States  and  refuse  to  talce  an  oath  of  fidel- 
ity to  their  enemies.  The  putting  to  death  of  unarmed  prisoners  has 
been  a  ground  of  Just  C(iin|)laint  in  more  than  one  instance,  and  the 
recent  execution  of  officers  of  our  army  in  Kentucky  for  the  sole  cause 
that  they  were  engaged  on  recruiting  service  in  a  State  which  is  claimed 
as  still  one  of  the  United  States,  but  is  also  claimed  by  us  as  one  of 
the  Confederate  States,  must  be  repressed  by  retaliation  if  not  uncon- 
ditionally abandoned,  because  it  wmild  justify  the  lilce  execution  in 
every  other  State  of  the  Confederacy;  and  the  practice  is  i)arbarous, 
uselessly  cruel,  and  can  only  lead  to  the  slaughter  of  j)risoners  on  both 
sides — a  result  too  horrible  to  contemplate  without  making  every  eflbrt 
to  avoid  it. 

On  these  and  all  kindred  subjects  yon  will  consider  your  authority 
full  and  ample  to  make  such  arrangements  as  will  temper  the  present 
cruel  character  of  the  contest,  and  full  coutidence  is  placed  in  your  Judg- 
ment, patriotism,  and  discretion  that  while  carrying  out  the  objects  of 
your  mission  you  will  take  care  that  the  ecj^ual  riglits  of  the  Confed- 
eracy be  always  preserved. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[Incloaure.] 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

Land  and  Nacal  Forces  of  the  United  StatrH  of  Aniericn  : 

Sir:  As  Commander  in-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  now  waging 
war  against  the  Cnited  States  I  have  the  honor  to  address  this  com- 
munication to  you  as  Comnuxnder  in-Chief  ot  the  laml  and  iia\  al  forces. 

Numerous  (lifficulties  and  disputes  have  arisen  in  lelatiou  to  the 
execution  of  the  cartel  of  exchange  heretofore  agreed  on  hy  the  bellig- 
erents, and  tlie  commissioners  of  the  exchange  of  piisoners  ha\e  l)eeu 
unable  to  adjust  their  diiferences.  Their  action  cm  tlie  subject  ot  th(jse 
differences  is  delayed  and  endiarrassed  by  the  necessity  of  referring 
each  subject  as  it  arises  to  siii)erior  authority  for  decision.  I  believe 
that  I  have  just  ground  of  complaint  ag;\inst  the  officers  and  forces 
under  your  command  for  breach  of  trust  of  the  cartel,  and  being  myself 
ready  to  execute  it  at  all  times  in  goud  faith  1  am  not  justified  in  doubt- 
ing the  existence  of  the  same  <lis[iiisition  on  your  part.  In  addition  to 
this  matter  1  have  to  complain  of  the  eouduct  of  your  officers  and 
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troops  in  many  parts  of  the  country  who  violate  all  the  rnles  of  war  by 
carrying  on  hostilities  not  only  af,^iinst  armed  toes  but  against  non- 
combatants,  aged  men,  women  and  children,  while  others  not  only 
seize  such  property  as  is  re(iuired  t'or  the  use  of  your  troops  but  destroy 
all  private  i>r()perty  within  their  reach,  even  agricultural  implements, 
and  openly  avow  the  purpose  of  seeking  to  subdue  the  population  (it 
the  districts  where  they  are  operating  by  the  starvation  that  must 
result  from  the  destruction  of  standing  crops  and  agricultural  tools. 

Still  auain  others  of  your  officers  in  ditl'erent  districts  have  recently 
taken  the  lives  of  [irisoners  who  fell  into  their  power  and  justify  their 
act  by  asserting  a  right  to  treat  as  spies  the  military  otticers  and 
enlisted  men  under  my  command  who  may  penetrate  into  States  recog- 
nized by  us  as  our  allies  in  the  warfare  now  waged  against  the  L'nited 
States,  but  claimed  by  the  latter  as  having  refused  to  engage  in  such 
warfare. 

I  have  heretofore  on  dilierent  occasions  been  forced  to  make  com- 
plaints of  these  outrages,  and  to  ask  fr(jui  you  that  you  should  either 
avow  or  disclaim  having  authorized  them,  and  have  failed  to  obtain 
such  answer  as  tlie  usages  of  civilized  warfare  re<iuire  to  be  given  in 
such  cases.  These  usages  justify  and  indeed  reciuire  redress  by  retali- 
ation as  the  proper  means  of  repressing  such  cruelties  as  are  not  \)er- 
mitted  in  warfare  between  Christian  peoples.  I  have  notwithstanding 
refrained  from  the  exercise  of  such  retaliation  because  of  its  obvious 
tendency  to  lead  to  war  of  indiscriminate  massacre  on  both  sides,  which 
would  be  a  spectacle  so  shocking  to  humanity  and  so  disgraceful  to  the 
age  in  which  we  live  and  the  religion  we  profess  that  I  cannot  contem- 
I)late  it  without  a  feeling  of  horror  that  I  am  disinclined  to  doubt  you 
wouhl  share. 

With  the  view,  then,  of  making  one  last  solemn  attempt  to  avert  such 
calamities  and  to  attest  my  earnest  desire  to  prevent  them  if  it  fie  pos- 
sible, 1  have  selected  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  the  lion.  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  as  a  military  commissioner  to  proceed  to  your  headi|uarters 
under  dag  of  truce,  there  to  confer  and  agree  on  the  subjects  above  men- 
tioned; and  I  do  hereby  authorize  the  said  Alexander  H.  Stephens  to 
arrange  and  settle  all  ditierences  and  disputes  which  may  have  arisen 
or  may  arise  in  the  execution  of  the  cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners  of 
war  heretofore  agreed  on  between  our  respective  land  and  naval  forces; 
also  to  prevent  further  misunderstandings  as  to  the  terms  of  said 
cartel,  and  tinally  to  enter  into  such  arrangement  or  understanding 
about  the  mode  of  carrying  on  hostilities  between  the  belligerents  as 
shall  contiue  the  severities  of  the  war  within  such  limits  as  are  right- 
fully imposed,  not  only  by  modern  civilization,  but  by  our  common 
Christianity. 

1  am.  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEFFEKSOX   UAVIS, 
Coitimunder-in-Vliu'/ (if  the  Land  and  Xacal  Furcrs 

uf  the  Conftdcrait  iitatts  of  America. 


Wa.siiington,  D.  C,  •/»///  .;.  1S03. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells, 

i'rovo.st-M(irshal.  Alexandria,  Va.: 
Please  report  yourself  to  this  Department  on  Monday  at  11  a.  m.  with 
the  list  of  disloyal  persons  proposed  to  be  sent  from  Alexandria,  sus- 
pending any  action  on  the  mutter  until  turther  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX,  ^ 

Secretary  of  War, 
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ISTaty  Department,  Washington,  July  3,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secret anj  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  luive  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication, 
dated  the  -0th  ultimo,  received  from  Commander  W.  A.  Webb,  late  of 
the  steamer  Atlanta,  relative  to  the  ([uarters  wliich  have  been  assigned 
him  and  others,  late  of  that  vessel,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
treated. 

In  reply  to  this  communication  I  informed  him  that  he  with  the 
others  had  been  turned  over  to  the  military  authorities  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  that  this  Department  has  not  control  over  the  police  arrange- 
ments of  Fort  Lafayette. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEOX  WELLES, 
Sfcretary  of  the  Xary. 

[Int'lnrturo-] 

Fort  Lafayette.  A.  Y.  llarh<n\  June  29,  1S63. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrttarij  of  the  Afli-y,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Sir:  Myself  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Atlanta,  lately 
fallen  prisoners  of  war  to  the  U.  S.  Navy  under  Commander  Kodgers  in 
Warsaw  Sound,  do  most  respectfully  enter  this  our  protest  against  our 
continemeut  in  this  fortress  in  coniuiou  consort  with  those  with  whom 
we  would  not  associate  in  civil  life.  We  are  not  treated  as  prisoners  of 
war.  We  are  restricted  to  the  coarsest  fare,  and  are  required  to  per- 
form menial  offices  for  others  as  well  as  ourselves,  which  are  highly 
repugnant  to  our  feelings.  We  therefore  ask  that  we  be  confined  in 
ifuarters  by  ourselves,  where  we  may  be  able  to  form  our  messes  apart 
from  the  promiscuous  inmates  of  a  military  prison. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

W.  A.  WEBB, 
Commander,   C.   »S'.  Navy,  Comilg.  S<[uadron,  Sarannah   Eii-er. 


riEADi.iUARTERS    OF   THE   ARMY, 

Washington,  July  ,V,  iW.3. 
Major-General  Schenck.  Haiti  more: 

General:  The  court  of  iu(|uiry  ordered  by  the  President  to  reyiort 
upon  the  validity  of  paroles  given  by  certain  officers  captured  in  Mary- 
land last  Sunday  have  reported  that  paroles  so  given  are  not  binding. 
Their  report  is  approved.  I  inclose  herewith  an  extract  of  the  re|)ort 
for  your  government  in  like  cases.  A  general  order  will  be  issued 
to-day  on  this  subject. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servimt, 

U.  W.   IIALLECK, 

Genenil-inChifi'. 


•  >.  That  inasmuch  as  Major was  not  paroled  by  the  authorized 

agent  or  the  officer  in  cominaml  of  the  op[iosiiig  army  anil  was  released 
from  captivity  for  the  convenience  of  the  captor  and  was  not  taken  for 
exchange  to  the  places  ami  in  tlie  manner  specified  in  article  7  of  the 
cartel  as  announced  in  General  Orders,  Xo.  l-lli,  dated  Sei)tember  i.'5, 
18(i2,  and  now  in  force,  his  parole  was  not  in  compliance  with  general 
orders. 
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1.  Major '3  parole  is  not  binding  so  as  to  require  an  excbauge 

for  the  reasons  given  above  iii  answer  to  the  third  point  of  inquiry. 

5.  ;Major 's  parole  not  being  binding  and  the  rebel  authorities 

having  been  duly  uotitied  on  or  about  the  -5th  of  .May,  I860,  through 
their  authorized  a;;ent  for  the  escliauye  td'  [irisoners  of  war,  that  there- 
after no  paroles  would  lie  recognized  except  such  as  were  strictly  111 
accordance  with  aiticle  7  of  the  cartel  above  referred  to,  the  Govern- 
ment is  free  to  place  him  on  duty  without  exchange. 

GEO.  W.  CrLLFM. 
Lleuteniint-Cohint'l.  Engineers,  toid  Briqadier  (jeneral.  President. 

ROBERT  N.  SCOTT. 
Cxptain,  Fourth   f.  S'.  Infantry,  Judge  Advocate. 


nE.vm.irARTERs  .Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Meitqjhin,  Tenn..  July  -3.  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Chalmers,  Commanding,  itc.  .- 

Your  note*  of  30th  ultimo]  is  this  day  received.  In  reply  I  would  state 
that  Captain  Burmw,  late  of  Richaidsou's  command,  has  escaped.  Ue 
was  held  for  murder,  of  which  I  am  now  satisfied  he  was  not  guilty. 

If  Cushman  Ijelongs  to  the  Confederate  service,  his  friends  will  do 
him  a  favor  by  furnishing  evidence  of  that  fact,  as  he  is  now  under 
sentence  of  death  as  a  robber  and  murderer. 
The  resignation  of  Joseph  Carter  is  received  and  will  be  respected. 
If  the  Confederate  Ciovernment  would  unitbrm  aiul  commission  its 
ottieers  much  ill-feeling  would  be  avoided.  As  it  is  every  robber  cap- 
tured in  the  very  act  of  plunder  claims  to  be  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  his 
claim  is  not  respected,  nor  can  it  be  uidess  he  has  some  evidence  from 
competent  authority  that  he  is  legitimately  in  the  service  of  the  enemy. 
This  evidence  should  be  a  commission  for  officers. 

As  l(Mig  as  your  forces  attempt  to  hold  and  draw  supplies  from  Panola 
you  must  expect  those  supplies  to  be  destroyed.  You  can  remedy  this 
by  leaving  the  country. 

Scattering  men  of  all  armies  coiumit  depredations,  unauthorized  and 
irregular,  tor  wiiich  tlii'  individuals  are  held  responsible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


General  Orders.  )  War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  (teneral's  Office, 

Xo.  207.  1  W'aslungton.  July  .;,  1S63. 

I.  The  attention  of  all  [lersons  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  is  culled  to  article  7  (d  the  cartel  agreed  upon  on  the  --d  of 
July,  161)1'.  and  published  in  General  Orders,  Xo.  142,  September  25, 
l.s(i2.  According  to  the  terms  of  this  cartel  all  captures  must  be 
reduced  to  actual  possession  and  all  i)risouersof  war  must  be  delivered 
at  the  iilaces  designated,  there  to  be  exchanged,  or  panded  until 
exchange  cau  be  eflecteil.  The  only  exception  allowed  is  the  case  of 
commanders  of  two  opposing  armies,  who  are  authorized  to  exchange 
prisoners  or  to  release  them  on  parole  at  other  points  mutually  agreed 
upon  by  said  commanders. 

■  Not  t'ouuif. 
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II.  It  is  understood  that  captured  officers  and  uiea  have  been  paroled 
and  released  in  the  tield  by  others  than  commanders  of  opposing 
armies,  and  that  the  sick  and  wounded  in  hospitals  have  been  so 
])aroleil  and  released  in  order  to  avoid  guarding  and  removing  them, 
which  111  many  cases  would  have  l>een  impossible.  Such  paroles  are 
in  violation  of  general  orders  and  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel  and 
are  null  and  void.  They  are  not  regarded  by  the  enemy  and  will  not 
be  respected  in  the  armies  of  the  Cnited  States.  Any  otticer  or  sol- 
dier who  gives  such  parole  will  be  returned  to  duty  without  exchange, 
and  moreover  will  he  i)unished  for  disobedience  of  orders.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  captor  to  guard  his  prisoners,  and  if  through  necessity  or 
choice  he  fails  to  do  this  it  is  the  duty  of  the  i)risoner  to  return  to  the 
service  of  his  Government.  He  cannot  avoid  this  duty  by  giving  an 
unauthorized  military  parole. 

III.  A  military  parole  not  to  serve  until  exchanged  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  a  parole  of  honor  to  do  or  not  to  do  a  particular  thing 
not  inconsistent  with  the  duty  of  a  soldier.  Thus,  a  prisoner  of  war 
actually  held  by  the  enemy  may,  in  order  to  obtain  exemption  from  a 
close  guard  or  confinement,  pledge  liis  parole  of  lienor  that  lie  will 
make  no  attempt  to  escape.  Such  [iledges  are  binding  upon  the  indi- 
viduals giving  them;  but  they  should  seldom  be  given  or  receixed,  for 
it  is  the  duty  of  a  prisoner  to  escape  if  able  to  do  so.  Any  pledge  or 
parole  of  honor  extorted  from  a  prisoner  by  ill-usage  or  cruelty  is  not 
binding. 

I\'.  The  ol)ligations  imposed  by  the  general  laws  and  usages  of  war 
upon  the  non-combatant  inhabitants  of  a  section  of  country  passed  over 
by  an  invading  army  cease  when  the  military  occupation  ceases,  and 
any  pledge  or  parole  given  by  such  persons  in  regard  to  future  service 
is  null  and  of  no  effect. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWXSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- (U-ni'val. 


[July  4, 18fi3.— For  correspondence,  orders,  &c.,  relating  to  prisoners 
of  war  captured  at  Vicksburg.  Miss.,  not  found  herein,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXIV,  Tarts  I,  II,  and  I'll.l 


[.July  4,  18(53. — For  correspondence  between  Meade  and  Lee  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  captured  at  (lettysburg.  Pa.,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXVII,  Part  III,  p.  "il4.1 


T'.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Rnails.  Juhj  i.  I'^HS. 
Flon.  Gideon  Welles,  Sicretanj  of  the  Sanj: 

The  following  communication  is  just  received  troui  Mr.  Stepliens, 
who  is  on  the  tiag-of-truce  i)oat,  anchored  above.  I  shall  inform  Mr. 
Stephens  that  I  await  your  instructions  liefore  giving  liim  an  answer. 

C.  S.  Steamkr  TiiI!PE1ji>,    "»   Jainen   l;trer.  -Inhj   I.  1S':3. 
Ke;ir-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Flag-ship   Minnesota: 

Sir:  As  military  commissioDer  I  am  tlie  bearer  of  a  roniiuunieatidn  in  writing 
I'lom  .lertersou  Davis,  C'ommanilei-iu-Cliiet  of  tiie  land  :ind  naval  forces  of  the  Con- 
fi-derate  States,  to  Abraham  Liuculu.  Comniauder-iU-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval 
forn-a   of  the    I'nited    States."     lion,    K'oWert    inild,  Confederate    St,Uea   agent   of 

"  See  .lulv  -,  p.  75. 
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exchange,  accompanies  me  as  secretary,  tor  the  purpose  of  delivering  the  commu- 
nication in  person  and  conferring  upon  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates  I  desire  to 
proceed  directly  to  Washington  City  iu  the  steamer  Torpedo,  commanded  1>y  Lieut. 
Hunter  Davidson,  of  the  C.  ."<.  Navy,  no  iiersim  being  ou  board  but  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ould,  myself,  and  the  boat's  officers  and  erew. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

ALEXANDER  H.  .STEPHENS. 

S.   P.   LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


U.  S.  Flag-ship  Minne.sota, 
Of  Xewport  Xtics,   Vn.,  July  4,  1363. 
Hon.  .Alexander  IT.  Stephen.'^,  Military  Commissioner : 

SiE:  Your  (.'ommunication  of  tliis  date  is  received.  I  will  report  by 
telegraph  your  arrival  and  object  aud  iutbnii  you  of  the  result  without 
delay. 

Very  rcspectfullv,  vmirs, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actij.  Hear- Admiral,  Comdij.  Xorth  Atlnntie  Blockitdinrj  ISquadron. 


Fort  ^Monroe,  Va.,  July  4.  ISHS. 
Hon.  Edwin  ^L  Stanton.  Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  just  received  a  communication  directed  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  r.  S.  forces  here  from  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  a  duplicate 
of  which  was  sent  to  Rear  Admiral  Lee.  aud  is  now  going  over  the 
wires  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  the  absence  of  tieueial  Di\  at  White  House  I  will  execute  any 
order  you  may  give  me  in  relation  to  the  communication.  If  the  per- 
mis.si(m  asked  for  is  given  I  will,  with  your  consent,  otter  the  services  of 
my  dispatch-boat  and  accompany  them  to  Washington.  The  boat 
they  came  iu  is  a  small  tug. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  cCc. 


WASHiNCi-TGN,  July  4,  1S63. 
Colonel  Ludlow. 

You  will,  if  it  has  not  already  been  done,  forward  to  Major-General 
Dix  by  express  the  copy  of  Jett'.  Davis"  dispatch  sent  him  to-day;*  also 
my  tele-ram  of  this  evening.^  and  until  you  receive  the  President's 
instructions  hold  no  communication  with  Mr.  Stephens  or  Mr.  Ould, 
nor  permit  either  of  them  to  come  within  our  lines. 
Our  victory  is  complete.     Lee  in  full  i  etreat. 

EDWIN  M.  .'STANTON, 

S'eritan/  of   War. 


Baltimore,  July  I,  1>63. 
Doctor  HAiotOND.  Surgeon-General.  Washimiton: 

My  Dear  Sir:  A  friend  writes  me  that  the  crowded  state  of  the 
prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware  and  the  brackishness  of  the  drinking  water 
is  proving  very  fatal  to  the  occupants.     He  saya  they  are  dying  at  the 

-j=ee  Stanton  to  Dix,  S  a.  ni..  .S.-nes  I.  V„l.  XX VU.  Part  HI.  p.  529. 
t  ."^eo  Stanton  tn  I'ix.  5  p.  ni.,  lAi-/..  p.  "i-l*. 
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rate  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  a  day.  Can  this  be  so?  I  advise  you  of  it 
that  if  you  find  it  true  you  may  direct  the  means  of  arresting  it.  If 
suffered  it  will  be  a  libel  on  our  good  name.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
matter  falls  within  your  province,  but  if  not,  I  am  sure  you  will  let 
those  who  should  attend  to  it  know  what  is  said.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently. 
Yours,  truly, 

REVEEDY  JOHXSON. 

[iDflorseinent.] 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  July  i:,  1S6.3. 
A  true  copy  respectfully  forwarded  for  the  informatiou  of  Col.  W. 
Hoffman,  Commissary-(ieneral  of  Prisoners.     Medical  Inspector  Cuylcr 
has  been  instructed  to  inspect  Fort  Delaware  and  report  fully  the  truth 
of  these  statements. 
By  order  of  the  Surgeon-General: 

JOS.  R.  SMITH, 
Surgeon,  U.  >S.  Armij. 


Fort  .Monroe,  July  I,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commisnary-Geiwral  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  letter  . just  received 
which  I  desire  shall  be  submitted  to  the  General  in  Chief  *  Please  send 
ine  if  possible  by  return  mail  his  decision  whether  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Ould  shall  be  accepted.     That  proposition  is  thus  stateil: 

As  Doctor  Rucker  has  asked  to  have  his  trial  postponed,  let  his  case  riMii.iin  as  it 
IS  and  let  us  iinconditionally  release  all  other  surgeons  on  both  sides. 

As  Doctor  Rucker's  trial  has  been  postponed  at  his  own  request  and 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  when  he  will  have  it,  the  equities  of  the  case 
seem  rather  to  favor  the  discharge  of  Dr.  Green  held  as  his  hostage. 

There  are  now  confined  in  Fort  Norfolk  six  surgeons  and  in  Richmond 
eleven  surgeons  awaiting  a  decision  of  this  question. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exehnnge. 


Respectfully  refened  to  the  (reueral-iii-Chicf. 


.Ti'LV  C,  186.3. 
W.  HOFFMAN. 


[Second  iii.l..rsenieut.l 

Were  not  the  offenses  alleged  against  Dr.  Rucker  committed  in  West 
Virginia,  and  therefore  in  territory  in  the  military  occupation  of  the 
United  States  ?  Colonel  Hofl'mau  will  report  what  these  alleged  ofi'enses 
are  and  where  committed. 

It.  W.   HALLFCK. 


Brigade  IIead(jI"artkrs,  July  l,  186:-',. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  tlulf : 
General:  I  have  been  informed  that  you  have  refused  to  recognize 
])aroles  given  prisoners  captured  from  your  command.     I  wish  to  know 

*  See  June  2?..  p.  35.     AnotluT  i-opy  nf  the  letter  is  dated  July  1. 
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if  such  is  the  case,  so  that  I  may  know  in  future  how  to  act  when  I  cap- 
ture prisoners.  1  have  also  learned  upon  authority  worthy  of  notice 
that  you  have  tlircateued  to  have  Capt.  James  R.  Chambers,  General 
Beall's  staff,  who  was  a  prisoner  in  your  hands  aud  made  his  escape, 
shot  if  recaptured. 

Is  this  to  be  your  policy  in  regard  to  prisoners  who  make  their  escape? 
It  is  certainly  not  in  accordance  with  military  usaue  or  civilized  war- 
fare. I  am  loth  to  believe  that  you  have  inau;;urated  such  policy,  yet 
the  iuformatiou  comes  so  direct  and  from  such  authority  that  1  am,  in 
justice  to  Captain  Chambers  and  others,  compelled  to  make  this  com- 
munication. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

,JNO.  L.  LOGAN, 
Colonel.  CiniinKiniUiKj  Brigadt,  C.  S.  Troops. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Department  of  Henrico, 

Xo.  160.  )  Richmond,  July  4,  1863. 

•  »»••»• 

Vll.  Capt,  T.  P.  Turner,  commanding  C,  S.  prison,  is  hereby  directed 
to  select  by  lot  from  among  the  Federal  captains  now  in  his  custody 
two  of  that  number  for  execution. 

.JOHN   H.  WINDER, 

Briijadier-  General. 


LiBBY  Prison,  Jidy  i,  1S63. 
Brigadier-General  Winder,  C.  S,  Army: 

(tENERAL:  Since  I  saw  you  I  have  received  your  communication  of 
the  11th  ultimo,  in  which  you  inform  me  that,  notwithstanding  the 
articles  of  capitulation  between  General  Forrest  and  myself  which 
guaranteed  the  protection  of  private  proijcrty,  my  money  would  be 
seizeil  ai.d  turned  over  to  your  Government.  It  is  not  my  intention  at 
this  time  to  call  in  question  the  Justice  or  injasticc  of  your  decision.  I 
only  desire  to  call  your  attention  again  to  the  fact  that  s.S.IO  taken  from 
me  here  was  money  which  I  purchased  of  (ieneral  Forrest  while  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  whicii  purchase  was  made  with  money  which  General 
Forrest's  quartermaster  had  paid  to  my  surgeons  for  horses.  I  paid 
■•jfl-'O  per  hunilred  to  the  .--urgeons  for  the  money.  Thus  you  will  see  that 
of  the  •SS.IO  only  8170  of  tlie  amount  was  in  my  possession  at  the  time 
of  my  capture. 

Certainly  there  can  be  no  claim  of  a  right  to  take  from  a  prisoner  of 
war  the  profits  (be  they  great  or  small)  of  a  Icgitiuiate  business  trans- 
action with  his  captor. 

I  should  have  written  you  l)efore,  but  as  you  agreed  when  I  saw  you 
to  write  General  I'oirest  in  relation  to  the  matter,  I  have  delated  until 
now,  hoping  you  would  have  tlie  necessar.s'  evidence  in  the  case  to  enable 
you  to  decide  understaiiilinuly.  In  order  to  a\oid  the  necessity  of 
troubling  you  again,  I  wish,  in  case  you  decide  to  retain  all  my  money, 
you  would  state  what  amount,  if  any,  of  said  funds  you  will  allow  me 
for  expenses  while  a  i)risoner,  as  I  am  now  much  in  need  of  money  an<l 
wish  to  make  arrangements  to  replenish  my  purse  from  other  sources 
in  case  you  will  not  refund  the  necessary  amount. 
Very  respectfullv, 

A.   1).  STREKiHT, 

Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Fort  Moneoe,  July  r>,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  delivered  to  the  rebels  at  City- 
Point  Saturday  p.  m.  and  this  a.  m.  3:^2  women  and  children;  that  I 
have  here  with  me  191  women  and  children,  of  whom  loi  are  foreigners, 
mostly  English  and  German.  Shall  I  require  the  adult  foreigners  to 
inal<e  oath  that  they  will  give  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebels?  All 
citizens,  of  course,  are  required  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance.  No  acci- 
dent has  occurred,  and  thus  far  all  is  right  and  the  news  from  Pennsyl- 
vania Joyous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  0.  TriiXER, 

Judge-Advocate. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  July  5,  1863. 
Lion.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Your  order  of  last  evening  has  been  executed,  and  the  Confederate 
steamer  is  at  anchor  eight  miles  above  Newport  News. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  itc. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  July  5,  1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

The  Confederate  tug  Torpedo  left  her  anchorage  at  1.30  p.  m.  this 
aften\oon  and  proceeded  up  the  James  River.  Three  Hag  ottruce  boats 
with  l.siOO- Confederate  prisoners  of  war  went  to  City  I'oiut  this  morn- 
ing with  rigid  orders  to  have  no  communication  on  their  way  up  with 
any  vessel  except  our  guard-ship  and  to  answer  no  hail. 

WM.   II.  LUDLOW, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 


Washin(tT(in,  D.  C,  July  6,  1863. 
Colonel  Andrews, 

GommaniliiKi  Fort  Prehle,  Portland,  Me.: 
You  will  please  detain  in  your  custody  the  rebel  prisoners  until  fur- 
ther orders,  for  the  purpose  of  aftbrding  an  opportunity  to  identify  some 
of  them. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretiin/  of  War. 


WAsniN(;TON.  1).  C,  July  r,,  is63. 
^lajor  Turner,  Fortress  }[onrne: 

I  am  surprised  and  chagrined  that  you  received  any  foreign  wi>men. 
You  had  no  authority  or  instructions  to. justify  it;  but  having  received 
them  vou  cannot  impose  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

EDWIN  :M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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C.  S.  STEAilER  TOEPEDO, 
Off  Xeicport  yews,  Va.,  July  0,  1S63. 
Actiutr  Koiir-Adiiiinil  S.  P.  Lee, 

U.  >S.  Flagsldp  Minnesota: 
SiK:  Will  AdinimI  Lee  iut'orm  lue,  if  he  cao,  how  long  it  will  prob- 
ably be  before  an  answer  will  be  made  to  my  note  of  the  4th  instant? 
Will  he  please  also  forward  the  aeeoiupauyint;  letter'  from  Hon.  Mr. 
Onld,   Confederate   agent    of   exchange,    to    Lieut.    Col.    William    LI. 
Ludlow,  I'.  .S.  agent  of  exchange? 
xMost  respectfully, 

ALIOXAXDEK  IL  STEPHENS. 


Navy  Depart^ient,  Washington,  ■July  H,  7>6'.s. 
The  reipiest  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens  is  inadmissible.    The  custom- 
ary agents  and  channels  are  adequate  for  all  needful  military  cominu- 
nicatiou  autl  conference  between  the  C  S.  forces  and  the  insurgents. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Sciretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  Hampton  Roads: 

Above  yon  have  the  reply  of  this  Department  to  the  request  of  A.  H. 
Stephens.    Your  courseinnotpermittingtheTorpedo  to  pass  is  approved. 

(UDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Xary. 

IT.  S.  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  6,  1S63. 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens: 

Sir:  Thereiiuest  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  tth  instant 
is  considered  inadmissible.     The  customary  agents  and  channels  are 
ade(^uate   for   all    needful    military   communications   and    conference 
between  the  V.  S.  forces  and  the  insurgents. 
Vevv  respectfully,  \()urs, 

S.  P.  Li':E, 
Actij.  Rtar-Aiiiniral,  Coinibj.   Xortk   Atlitntir   lilockailing  Siniudron. 


IIi;auc,>uarters  Department  ok  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  6,  isii.i, 
Hon.  Alexander  U. Stephens: 

Sir:  In  tlie  temporary  absence  of  MaJ.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  command- 
ing this  department.  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei])t  of 
your  communication  nt  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  the  orticer  ciun- 
manding  i'.  S.  forces,  Foit  .Monroe,  and  in  the  execution  of  iiistructiniis 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that  the  request  therein  con- 
tained i.-.  deemed  inadmissible.  The  customary  agents  and  channels 
are  cnnsidered  ade(|uate  tVu-  all  neetlful  military  communications  and 
conferences. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
TJeiil.  ('ill.  mill  Asst.  Titsp.  Gen.,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Atjent  for  Exehanye  of  Prisoners. 

'  See  p.  87. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  Jnly  6,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  General  Orders,  No.  207,  current  series 
which  you  will  commuuicate  to  Mr.  Ould,  CoiiFede'rate  ao-ent  for 
exchange  of  prisoners.*  Y'ou  will  also  notify  Mr.  Uuld  that  it  T*  under- 
stood that  officers  of  the  FTnited  States  and  Confederate  officers  have 
at  various  times  and  places  paroled  and  released  prisoners  of  war  not 
in  conformity  with  the  cartel,  and  that  the  Government  of  the  Tnited 
States  will  not  recognize  and  will  not  expect  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties to  recognize  such  unauthorized  paroles.  Prisoners  released  on 
parole  not  authorized  by  the  cartel  after  your  notice  of  May  22  will  not 
be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war  and  will  not  be  exchanged.  Where 
officers  of  either  belligerent  have  release?!  prisoners  of  war  without  the 
delivery  specitied  in  the  cartel,  either  for  convenience  because  thev 
could  not  guard  them,  or  for  any  other  reasons,  since  the  22d  of  May, 
such  release  will  be  regarded  as  unconditional  and  the  party  released 
as  snbject  to  the  orders  of  his  Government  witliout  exchange  the  same 
as  if  he  had  never  been  captured. 

Very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  W.  riALLECK, 

Gt-neral-in-Cliief. 

Fort  >roNROE,  July  n,  ises. 
Col.  William  Hoffm:an: 

Mr.  Ould  informs  me  that  the  charges  against  Doctor  Rucker  were 
liorse  stealing,  murder,  and  acting  as  a  guide  for  bodies  of  armed  men 
1  have  had  no  official  copy  of  charges.  Please  inform  me  of  the 
decision  m  Ins  case.  Please  answer  my  inquiry  about  delivery  of  Con- 
tederate  prisoners  of  war  at  Baltimore. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  ilc. 


nEADQUARTERS,  Baltimore,  Mil.,  July  6,  186.3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  IIalleck,  Genenil-in-Chief: 

Will  it  be  against  auy  adopted  policy  of  treatment  for  me  to  employ 
some  of  tliese  rebel  prisoners  in  work  on  the  fortifications  liere  instead 
of  the  negroes  ?  So  far  as  their  learning  the  character  of  our  works  no 
military  objection  exists  now  on  that  score. 

K.  G.  SCOENCK, 

Major-Ge7ieral. 

War  Department,  Wnshin<it<>n.  Jnlij  r,,  iS6S. 
3rajor-General  SCHEXfK,  Baltimore,  Mil. : 

I  know  of  no  instance  in  which  the  enemy  has  compelled  prisoners  of 
war  to  work  on  fortilications.  ( General  Kc.ey's  command  has  received 
their  orders  from  tliese  heachiuarters.  Telegrai)h  the  entire  force  left 
at  Baltimore  and  vicinity,  including  railroad  guards. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 

'  See  [).  78. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Military  District,  July  6.  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  3.  A.  HURLBUT  ,r       .■     t 

CommandiiKj  .iistfrtith  Army  (orps,  .]Iemphi.<i,  Tenn.: 

General:  Yoarcomiiuiiiication  of.lil  instant  lias  just  been  received. 

I  fonvanl  to  you  the  be-t  evidence  now  in  my  possession  that  Captain 
Cushman  is  a  Confederate  officer,  and  will  endeavor  to  obtain  a  copy 
of  tlje  authority  granted  to  him  by  General  Beauregard  as  soon  as 

practicable.  ,     ,  ,  ,,  ,  . 

If  my  Government  chooses  to  look  to  the  muster-rolls  and  not  to 
commissions  for  the  rank  of  its  (jQicers,  and  they  in  default  of  better 
clothinK  choose  to  ti;,'ht  in  coarse  Jackets,  I  cannot  see  what  rii^ht  your 
(irivernlneiit  has  to  complain,  provided  we  are  ready  to  exchanjre  for 
them  at  their  proper  rank  when  captured. 

\\  hile  it  is  true  that  -'scattering  men  of  all  armies  commit  depreda- 
tions.'" 1  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  de()redati()ns  committed 
by  the  troops  under  Colonel  Hatch  were  by  lu.>  orders,  and  that  irreater 
outra"es  would  have  been  committed  by  him  in  Heinamlo  but  for  tiie 
intervention  of  the  officer  in  command  of  a  ria-;  of  truce  there  at  the 
time,  and  further  that  lie  has  threatened  our  people  to  treat  them  worse 
in  fvery  succeeding  raid. 

The  uniform  courtesy  of  your  notes  gives  evidence  that  these  acts  do 
not  mci't  \nur  approbation,  and  1  shall  expect  to  hear  that  (Jolonel 
Hatch  iiius  been  held  to  a  proper  accountability;  if  not.  lie  has  lieeu 
warned  what  to  expect  wlieu  he  i  omes  a^jain.  Vour  luvitation  tome 
to  leave  the  country  is   very  polite,  but  cauaot  be  complied  with  at 

pre>elit. 

I  must  ~ay.  iiowever.  that  it  is  an  extraordinary  confession  on  your 
part  tliat  you  feel  compelleil  to  make  war  on  uon  lombatant.s  and 
destroy  tlie  subsistence  of  the  country  a.s  a  means  of  miiiUiry  defense. 
Villi  will  find.  sir.  tliat  this  nioile  of  warfare  will  not  -iucceeil  in  any- 
thing I'ut  the  hriiiLTing  your  I  ioviTniiieiic  into  eonten)|it  with  the  livil 
i/e<l  wiirld.  .•southern  men  will  sub-ist  on  acorns  in  deieii-^.'  •>{'  litxTty. 
ainl  eviTV  man  tliat  you  linrn  •mt  adds  another  ^ddier  to  my  command. 
I  am.  irenenil.  voiir  i^be<iicnt  -^.Tvant. 

.lA.-^.   i:.  CHAl.MKi:3. 
/.Vi./'i'/fVr  I  truer  al,  ComitKimlni'i. 
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James  Kiter, 
Flag-of-truce  Boat  Torpedo,  July  6,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sill:  I  Lave  declared  exchaui^ed  all  the  nou-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  who  have  beeu  delivered  at  City  Point  up  to  July  '2  l.Stl.'i. 
I  do  not  think  you  will  fiud  the  total  umch  in  excess  ot  the  declaia 
tious  you  have  made.    At' least  my  account  makes  it  so. 

Whatever  may  be  the  excess,  you  can  bring  the  exchanges  to  an 
equilibrium  by  a  declaration  on  your  side.  Of  coarse  my  declaration 
does  not  include  those  sent  up  to  yesterday. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


C.  S.  Prison,  Richmond,  July  6,  1S63. 
Bris.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder, 

Vominauding  Department  of  Henrico  : 
General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  Special 
Orders,  No.  160,  I  have  selected  by  lot  from  the  entire  number  of  Fed- 
eral captains contined  in  this  prison  (not  includingtwo  in  hospital  under 
medical  treatment)  two  for  execution,  viz,  Capt.  Henry  Washington 
Sawyer,  (,'ompany  K,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry;  Capt.  John  M.  Flinn, 
Company  F,  Fiftytirst  Indiana  Infantry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

TU.  P.  TURNER, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

.Iuly  7,  1803. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  ask  instructions 
as  to  time  of  execution. 

JNO.   H.   WINDIOR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Heaixjuarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  I'ort  Hudson,  July  7,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor, 

Coinmu)tding  C.  S.  Forces  tSoutli  (f  Red  Ricer: 
Sir:  I  am  informed  that  you  have,  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
course  pursued  by  me  in  similar  cases,  decided  [to]  treat  certain  sur- 
geons belonging  to  the  forces  umler  my  command  who  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  tiie  forces  under  your  commauil  as  prisoners  of  war.  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  medical  officers  have  in  no  instance  been 
regarded  l}y  me.  or  to  my  knowledge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  have 
invariably  been  returned  to  the  lines  of  their  own  forces  as  soon  as  was 
consistent  with  safety.  They  have  in  some  instances  been  detained 
from  that  cause,  but  the  tletention  has  continued  no  longer  than  was 
warranted  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  If  anyotlicer  uf  my  command 
has  assumed  to  administer  a  parole  to  medical  officers  other  than  the 
ordinary  parole  not  to  give  information,  you  can  disregard  tlie  paroles 
and  release  the  surgeons  from  them.  In  that  event  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  inform  me  of  your  action  and  furnish  me  with 
cnpit's  of  the  paroles,  that  1  may  take  steps  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
tlie  oecuneuce. 
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I  shall  retain  Assistant  Surgeon  Throop,  One  hundred  and  ses'enty- 
sixth  New  York,  and  release  him  from  his  parole,  unless  other[wise| 
desired  liy  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  (JvmmandUuj. 


HEADQUABTEES  Foet  Delawaee,  July  7,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  <-'.  .MEafs,  (Quartermaster-General  U.  S.  Armi/ : 

C'rENERAL:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  called  upon  for  the 
first  time  yesterday  to  u.se  the  new  barracks  lately  erected  at  this  post 
for  prisoners  oi  war.  The  barracks  were  built  strictly  according  to 
contract,  and  as  far  as  workmanship  and  material  are  concerned  well 
built.  (Jwin;;'  to  the  spongy  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  rains  coiabioed, 
the  foundation  props  conimeuced  sinking  as  soon  as  1  put  the  prisoners 
into  them.  In  some  places  they  have  sunk  nearly  a  foot,  conscipiantly 
the  building  has  sunk  also,  thereby  weakening  it  very  materially.  I 
am  ordered  to  be  ready  to  receive  some  8, 000  prisoners,  and  as  soon  as 
they  are  put  into  the  buihling  I  am  fearful  that  the  building  will  settle 
so  much  tliat  it  will  fall  over,  and  the  loss  of  life  in  all  probability  will 
be  great.  The  new  liospital  ordered  to  be  built  here  in  all  probability 
is  to  be  built  on  the  same  principle,  and  if  it  is  so  built  it  will  also  siuk. 
I  respectiully  suggest  that  Colonel  Crosman  be  directed  to  send  down 
an  architect  to  examine  and  report  as  to  the  best  possible  means  of  secur- 
ing the  barracks  from  destruction,  and  to  put  in  a  secure  foundation  to 
the  hospital. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SGHOEPP. 
Briijadier- General,  Commanding. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washin<jion,  I).  C,  July  7,  1863. 
Col.  .1.  C.  Kelton, 

Afsi-stdut  Adjutant- General^   Washinriton,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  Please  submit  the  following  to  the  General-in-Chief  to 
show  the  circumstances  of  Doctor  Rucker's  arrest: 

He  states  that  he  was  captured  at  Summersville,  Nicholas  County.  W. 
Ya.,  on  the  :J5th  July,  1862.  When  that  place  was  taken  by  the  rebels 
some  time  previous  he  had.  by  order  of  Colonel  Crook,  guided  a  cavalry 
command  from  .Tacksouville  Depot,  on  Central  Railroad,  to  Cow  Pasture 
bridge,  whirh  was  burned.     For  this  act  he  is  to  be  tried. 

(jeneral  Milroy  states  that  iu  the  early  part  of  186-,  at  Covington, 
Alleghany  County.  ^V^  \'a.,  where  he  then  resided,  he  was  required 
repeatedly  to  take  tlie  nath  of  allegiance  to  the  rebel  Government,  which 
he  always  refused  to  do.  At  length  a  brutal  (luartermaster  swore  he 
should  take  the  nath  or  he  would  kill  him,  and  went  to  the  doctor's 
house  and  ordeied  him  to  go  to  his  otiice  for  this  purpose,  and  on  his 
refusing  to  do  so  he  used  very  insulting  language  toward  him  and  struck 
him  a  violent  blow  with  a  club.  On  this  the  doctor  drew  a  bowie  knife 
and  killed  him.  and  immeiliately  gave  himself  up  to  the  civil  authorities 
for  trial.  It  appears  that  he  was  acquitted  and  his  arrest  at  Summersville 
was  subsei|Uent  to  this  trial. 
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Colonel  Ludlow  informs  me  that  Doctor  Rucker  is  charged  with  horse 
stealing,  marder,  and  acting  as  guide  for  bodies  of  armed  men,  but  he 
does  not  give  the  time  or  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  hoffma:!^. 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissauy-Generai.  of  Prisoners, 

WashintjUm,  D.  C,  July  7,  1S63. 
Capt.  E.  M.  Camp, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Captain:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  female  prisoners 
recently  arrived  from  Richmond,  who  are  now  at  the  United  States 
Hotel,  in  this  city,  be  at  once  discharged,  and  you  will  therefore  please 
notify  them  of  this  order,  that  they  may  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
provide  for  themselves. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  .Monroe,  July  7,  1S63. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton: 

I  respectfully  ask  the  instruction  of  the  (leneral-inChief  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  many  cases  of  prisoners  of  war  who  desire  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States;  also,  deserters  who 
express  same  desire  J 

W.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Headhuarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monnie,  July  7,  ISiiS. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  com- 
munication of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  'Jd  instant,  and  inclosing  a 
copy  of  reijort  of  General  Kosecrans  upon  Creueral  Bragg's  letter.* 

I  have  before,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  called  the  attention  of 
the  Confederate  authorities  to  the  outrages  complained  of,  but  have  not 
yet  received  from  them  the  pronused  reply.  I  will  renew  my  demand.  I 
have  also  demanded  the  release  of  the  officers  of  Colonel  Streight's 
command,  as  per  correspondence  inclosed. t  I  have  also  met  the  issue 
as  presented  by  the  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  as  percorrespond-^ 
ence  also  inclosed,  copies  of  which  were  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

1  am  informed,  unofficially,  that  the  charges  against  the  officers  of 
Colonel  Streight's  command  are  unfounded.  The  Confederate  authori- 
ties are  evidently  very  much  embarrassed  as  to  what  course  to  take  to 
extricate  themselves  from  the  dilemma  imposed  by  the  passage  of  their 
act  of  Congress  above  referred  to.  The  tirst  sections  of  this  act,  you 
may  recollect,  nullihed  in  express  terms  the  proclamation  of  Jetferson 
Davis,  and  the  subsequent  sections,  apparently  designed  as  a  •'  tub  to 

■  See  Vol.  V,  this  aerit-s,  p.  769.  t/6itJ.,  pp.  737,  745. 
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the  .vhale"  of  wliat  they  t^onsidered  their  popular  sentimeut,  has  com- 
plicated matters  iu  relation  to  their  owq  officers  worse  than  before. 

After  the  escape,  through  the  rrimituil  uegligence  of  the  otticer  in 
charge,  of  the  paroled  Confederate  officers  from  the  steamer  Maple 
Leaf,  I  gave  notice  to  Mr.  Ould  that  if  ever  recaptured,  without 
exchange,  they  would  be  hung. 

In  reply,  he  expresses  a  desire  to  settle  the  matter  by  giving  their 
equivalents. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  fur  Exehamje  of  Prisoners. 


Headqcabtees  Depabtiient  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  7,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Meadquarters  of  the  Army: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  tele- 
gram of  the  tJth  instant  of  the  General-iu-Chief  directing  certain  coni- 
muuications  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Ould,  agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
and  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions  have  been  obeyed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servnnt, 

WILLIAM  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

P.  S. — I  have  the  honor  also  to  state  that  since  the  22d  of  May  last 
it  has  been  distinctly  understood  between  Mr.  Ould  and  myself  that  all 
captures  must  be  reduced  to  possession  and  that  all  paroles  are  to  be 
disregarded  uidess  taken  iinder  the  special  arrangement  of  comniaudiug 
officers  of  armies  in  the  held  as  prescribed  iu  section  7  of  the  cartel. 

WILLIAM  H.  LUDLOW, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  ifcc. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  7,  1S63. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  General  Orders,  No. -07,* 
which  contains  some  additional  provisions  to  those  mentioned  in  my 
communication  to  you  of  the  -I'd  May  last.  It  is  understood  tiiat 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  Confederate  officers  have  at  various 
times  and  places  paroled  and  released  prisoners  of  war  not  iu  accord- 
ance with  the  cartel. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  will  not  recognize  and  will 
not  expect  the  Confederate  authorities  to  recognize  such  unauthorized 
paroles.  Prisoners  released  on  parole  not  authorized  by  the  cartel 
alter  my  notice  to  you  of  the  I'l'd  of  May  will  not  be  regarded  as  pris- 
oners of  war  and  will  nut  be  exchanged. 

When  prisoners  of  war  have  been   released   without  the  delivery 

specitied  in  the  cartel  since  the  -lid  of  May  last,  such  release  will  be 

regarded  as   unconditional   and    the  prisoners  released  as  subject  to 

orders  without  exchange  the  same  as  if  they  had  never  been  captured. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv.  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  II.  LUDLOW. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

■  See  p.  "8. 
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FOET  Pbbble,  Portland,  Me.,  July  7,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

I  can  guard  the  rebel  prisoners  securely.  The  accommodations  for 
so  many  are  too  siaall.  Three  are  now  sick  with  typhoid  fever  and 
others  threatened. 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 
Major  Seventeentk  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  July  7,  1863. 
Capt.  Caleb  Smith, 

Comdg.  Exchanged  and  Paroled  Prisoners,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

Captain:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  cominaudiiig  the  department 
to  give  the  following  instructions  for  guidance: 

First.  The  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  exchange  are  confined 
entirely  to  the  exchanging  and  paroling  of  prisoners.  Immediately 
upon  the  landing  of  prisoners  they  are  under  your  control. 

Second.  The  inspection  of  all  passes  to  go  by  tlagof- truce  boat  wOl  be 
under  your  direction,  and  no  one  will  be  permitted  to  go  on  the  flag  of- 
truce  boat,  or  to  visit  City  Point  for  that  purpose,  without  a  pass  from 
these  headijuarters  or  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Third.  All  letters  going  by  Hag  of  truce  will  pass  through  your  bands 
and  be  closely  inspected  by  you,  and  none  allowed  to  pass  except  such 
[as I  are  [on]  strictly  private  aftaiis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  PEGRAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — You  will  see  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  land  from  the  tlag- 
of-truce  boat  at  City  Point  unless  you  are  perfectly  satistied  that  tliey 
are  all  right. 

J.  W.  PEGRA3I, 
Assi.stii lit  Adjutant-  General. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War.  ' 


[July  8,  1863. — For  articles  covering  the  capitulation  of  Port  II\id- 
son.  La.,  and  reports,  correspondence,  &c..  relating  to  that  event,  see 
Series  1,  Vol.  XXVI,  Part  I,  p.  41  et  seq.\ 


Washim.ton.  1).  C,  July  y,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  permit  such  deserters  and 
prisoners  of  war  as  you  deem  it  safe  and  proper  to  trust  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  go  Xorth. 

n.  W.   HALLECK. 

General-in-L'hief. 
(Copy  to  Colonel  Hoftmau  July  10,  Ls63.) 
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War  Department,  Washington,  July  8,  1863. 
Major-General  Schenck,  Commanding,  &c.: 

General  Schoepf  telegraphs  that  yoa  have  ordered  him  to  send  no 
more  prisoners  to  City  Point.  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  know 
why  you  issued  this  order, 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBT, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore,  Jvhj  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  S.  Canby,  War  Department : 

When  two  or  three  days  ago  I  directed  General  Schoepf  to  suspend 
sending  prisoners  of  war  to  City  Point  it  was  because  1  had  assurance 
that  they  would  immediately  on  arrival  be  employed  for  defense  of 
Eichmond.  I  supposed  this  also  to  be  the  idea  at  the  War  Department 
when  I  was  instructed  to  have  accommodation  for  0,000  at  Fort  Dela- 
ware. Shall  I  order  General  Schoepf  to  send  now  to  City  Point  those 
he  has '? 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  July  S,  1863. 
Major-General  Schenck,  Baltimore  : 

Your  action  in  stopping  the  forwarding  of  prisoners  to  City  Point  is 
approved  for  the  reasons  mentioned  by  you,  and  your  order  should  be 
continued  in  force  under  present  circumstances. 

EDWIjSI  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Baltimore,  July  s,  1863. 
General  Canby  : 

I  have  now  over  1,100  rebel  prisoners.  Shall  I  send  them  to  Fort 
Delaware,  or  is  it  the  policy  of  the  War  Department  to  send  them  at 
this  time  to  City  Point? 

R.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  8,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  C.  Schenck,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

The  Secietaiy  of  War  directs  that  the  rebel  prisoners  referred  to  in 
your  telegram  be  sent  to  Fort  Delaware. 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  8,  1863. 
Major-General  Grant,  Yiclsburg: 

I  fear  your  [)aroling  the  garrison  at  Vicksburg  without  actual  deliv- 
ery to  a  proper  agent,  as  required  by  tlie  seventh  article  of  the  cartel, 
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may  be  construed  into  an  absolute  release,  and  that  these  men  will  be 
immediately  placed  in  the  ranlis  of  the  enemy.  Such  has  been  the 
case  elsewhere. 

If  these  prisoners  have  not  been  allowed  to  depart  you  will  retain 
them  till  further  orders. 

H.   W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Washington,  July  s,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Fort  Monroe : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  July  4,  inclosing  copy  of  letter  of  R.  Ould, 
agent  of  exchange,  dated  July  1,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Doctor  Rucker, 
is  received.*  As  understood  here.  Doctor  Rucker's  alleged  ottenses  were 
committed  in  West  Virginia,  within  the  territory  militarily  occupied  at 
the  time  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  If  so,  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  war  the  authorities  at  Richmond  have  !io  jurisdiction  in  his 
case.  If  Mr.  Ould  will  release  all  our  medical  otiicers  except  Doct<ir 
Rucker,  you  will  reciprocate  by  releasing  all  theirs  except  one  to  be 
retained  as  a  hostage  for  Doctor  Rucker,  or  if  Doctor  Rucker  is  released 
you  will  release  the  hostage.  If  it  should  be  found  that  Doctor  Rucker  is 
properly  retained  under  the  cartel  or  found  guilty  aud  punished  accord- 
ing to  the  hxws  aud  usages  of  war,  the  hostage  will  be  given  up.  But 
if  improperly  retained  aud  punished  retaliation  must  be  resorted  to. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.   HALLECK, 

General-  in-  Chief. 


War  Department,  Washington,  July  8,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- (inieral  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  The  Secretary  of   War  instructs  me  to  say  that  until 
further  orders  no  Contederate  prisoners  of  war  will  be  sent  from  Fort 
Delaware  to  City  Point. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.   R.   S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Viashinyton,  I).  C,  July  s,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Mason,  Commanding,  Colnmbns,  Ohio: 

General:  It  is  possible  that  for  some  time  the  depot  at  Johnson's 
Island  will  be  required  for  otiicers,  and  perhaps  some  few  citizens,  and 
I  therefore  request  you  will  send  there  from  Camp  Chase  only  rebel 
oflicers.  Please  notify  me  of  the  prison  being  crowded,  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  lor  delivering  them  for  exchange. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

"Two  I'opifS  of  Ould'i  letter  are  ou  the  tiles  of  the  War  I  lepartmeut,  one  ilated 
Jiiue  23,  IStici,  aud  the  other  July  1, 1863.     Exceptiug  the  date,  they  are  uleiitie.il. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  July  S,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  attachment  just  issued  against  me  has  reference  to  the  old  case 
of  the  Baltimore  police  commissioners.  It  seems  that  the  former 
attachment  in  the  same  case  was  returned  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
for  want  of  the  necessary  force  to  enable  [him]  to  execute  it;  hence  the 
present  attachment,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff'.  I  have 
to  request  of  the  Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  would 
order  .Marshal  Murray  to  arrest  the  lawyer  that  had  a  hand  in  this 
business  and  send  him  immediately  to  Fort  Lafiiyette. 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Third  Artillery. 


Richmond,  July  8, 1863. 
His  Excellency  Jeffekson  Davis  : 

Sir:  Under  the  authority  and  instructions  of  your  letter  to  me  of 
the  2d  instant,  I  proceeded  on  the  mission  therein  assigned  without 
delay.  The  steamer  Torpedo,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Hunter  Davidson, 
of  the  Navy,  was  put  in  readiness  as  soon  as  possible  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  tendered  for  the  service.  At  noon  on  the 
3d  she  started  do^n  the  James  Eiver,  hoisting  and  bearing  a  flag  of 
truce  after  jiassing  City  Point. 

The  next  day  (the  4th)  at  about  1  p.  m.,  when  within  a  few  miles  of 
Newport  News,  we  were  met  by  a  small  boat  of  the  enemy  carrying  two 
guns,  which  also  raised  a  white  flag  before  approaching  us. 

The  othcer  in  command  informed  Lieutenant  Davidson  that  he  had 
orders  from  Admiral  Lee  on  board  the  U.  S.  flagship  Minnesota,  lying 
below  and  then  in  view,  not  to  allow  any  boat  or  vessel  to  pass  the 
point  near  which  he  was  stationed  without  his  permission.  By  this 
otlicer  I  sent  to  Admiral  Lee  a  note  stating  my  objects  and  wishes,  a 
copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  A.*  t  also  sent  to  the 
admiral  to  be  forwarded  another  note  in  the  same  language  addressed 
to  the  officer  in  coujuiandot'  the  U.  S.  forces  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  gun- 
boat proceeded  immediately  to  the  Minnesota  with  these  dispatches, 
while  the  Torpedo  remained  at  anchor.  Between  3  and  i  p.  m.  another 
boat  came  uj)  to  us  bearing  the  admiral's  answer,  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  marked  B.  t 

We  remained  at  or  about  this  point  in  the  river  until  the  6th  instant, 
when,  having  heard  nothing  further  from  the  admiral,  at  IL'  m.  on  that 
day  I  directed  Lieutenant  Davidson  again  to  speak  the  gun-boat  on 
guard  and  to  hand  to  the  officer  in  command  another  note  to  the  admi- 
ral. This  was  done.  A  copy  of  this  note  is  appended,  marked  C.|  At 
2.3(1  ]).  m.  two  boats  approached  us  from  below,  one  bearing  an  answer 
from  the  admiral  to  my  note  to  him  on  the  -ith.  This  answer  is  annexed, 
marked  D.§  The  other  boat  bore  the  answer  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Lud- 
low to  my  note  of  the  4th,  addressed  to  the  officer  in  command  at  Fort 
M(inroe.  A  copy  of  this  is  annexed,  marked  E.i|  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow  also  came  up  in  person  in  the  boat  that  brought  his  answer  to 
me  and  conferred  with  Colonel  Ould  on  board  the  Torpedo  upon  some 
matters  he  desired  to  see  him  about  in  connection  with  tiie  exchange 
of  prisoners. 

"  See  Stephens  to  Lee,  July  4,  p.  79. 
t  Lee  to  Stephens.  .Jnly  4,  p.  80. 
t  Stephens  to  Lee.  July  6,  p.  84. 
S  Lee  to  Stephens.  July  6,  p.  84. 
jl  Ludlow  to  Stcjihens,  July  6,  p.  84. 
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From  the  papers  appended,  embracing  the  correspondence  referred  to 
it  will  be  soeii  tliat  the  mission  failed  from  the  refusal  of  the  enemy  to 
receive  or  entertain  it,  holding  the  proposition  for  such  a  conference 
"inadmissible.''  The  influences  and  viens  that  led  to  this  determina- 
tion after  so  long  a  consideration  of  the  subject  must  be  left  to  con- 
jecture. The  reason  assigned  for  the  refusal  by  the  United  States 
Secretary  of  War,  to  wit,  that  '-the  customary  agents  and  channels  are 
I  onsidered  adequate  for  all  needful  military  communications  and  con- 
ferences."' to  one  acquainted  with  the  facts  seems  not  only  unsatisfactory, 
but  very  singular  and  unaccountable,  for  it  is  certainly  Icnown  to  him 
tiiat  the  very  agents  to  whom  he  evidently  alludes  heretofore  agreed 
upon  in  former  conference  in  refcrein^e  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  (one 
of  the  subjects  embraced  in  your  letter  to  me),  are  now  and  have  lieen 
for  some  time  distinctly  at  issue  on  several  important  points.  The 
existing  cartel  owing  to  these  disagreements  is  virtually  suspended  so 
far  as  the  exchange  of  othcers  on  eitiier  side  is  concerned.  Notices  of 
retaliation  have  been  given  on  both  sides.  The  eftbrt.  therefore,  for  the 
very  many  and  cogent  reasons  set  forth  in  your  letter  of  instructions  to 
me  to  see  if  these  diti'erences  could  not  be  removed  and  if  a  clearer 
understanding  between  the  parties  as  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  war 
could  not  be  arrived  at  before  this  extreme  measure  should  be  resorted 
to  by  either  party,  was  no  less  in  accordance  wirli  the  dictates  of  human- 
ity than  in  strict  conformity  with  the  usages  of  belligerents  in  modern 
times.  Deeply  impressed  as  I  was  with  these  view's  and  feelings  iu 
nnilertalving  the  mission  and  asking  the  (,'onference,  I  can  but  express 
my  profound  regret  at  the  result  of  tlie  ettbrt  made  to  obtain  it,  and  I 
can  but  entertain  the  belief  that  if  the  conference  sought  had  been 
granted  mutual  good  could  have  been  elfected  by  it,  and  if  this  war,  so 
unnatural,  so  unjust,  so  unchristian,  and  so  inconsistent  with  every  fun- 
damental principle  of  American  constitutional  liberty  "must  needs" 
continue  to  be  wa^ed  against  us.  that  at  least  .some  of  its'severer  horrors, 
^hich  now  so  eminently  threaten,  might  have  been  avoided. 
^'el•y  respectfully, 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 


Si'EfiAL  Orders,  )  Headquarters. 

No.  12s.  \  Jackson,  Miss.,  July  S,  l.'^63. 

■»  «*•##* 

XIII.  The  general  commanding  has  just  learned  that  a  detachment  of 
cM-hanged  prisoners  sent  to  this  department  by  Captain  Grant  have 
licen  induced  by  the  misrepresentations  of  some  designing  person  or 
persons  to  doubt  tlie  validity  of  their  exchange.  There  is  no  reason 
wiiatever  tor  doing  this,  and  the  detachment  is  hereby  directed  to 
ivinain  here  until  they  can  be  sent  in  safety  to  the  departiiients  to  which 
:licy  lielong.  The  presence  and  aid  of  such  a  body  of  men  is  very  wel- 
'  ohie  at  such  a  juncture.  Captain  Grant  will  report  with  liis  command 
t.i  Major  General  Hreckinridge  for  temporary  duty  with  his  division, 
ily  command  of  General  .Tohnston: 

1!EN.  S.   EWELL. 
Assistant  Ailjiitnnt-deneral. 


IIeadijuartkrs  of  the  Army, 
Trr/,v/(//(;/^.);(,  D.  €..  July  9.  1^1,-)— 'I. lo  a.  m. 
Major  General  ^Meade,  Ariny  of  tin-  Pntomar: 

If  no  arranycnient  was  made  between  you  and  General   Lee  for  the 
exrhaiij;e  and   parole  of   prisoners   of   war   by  designating  places  of 
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delivery,  as  provided  in  seventh  article  of  cartel,  no  parole  given  by 
the  troops  of  either  aroay  is  valid.  Please  answer  if  any  such  agree- 
ment was  made. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  July  9,  1863. 
General  H.  W.  Halleck: 

In  auswer  to  your  dispatch  of  0.40  I  have  to  state  that  General  Lee 
made  a  proposition  to  me  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  on  the  held  ot 
Gettysburg,  which  I  declined  accepting.* 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Alexandria,  July  9,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic 
order  countermanding  former  order  upon  subject  of  sending  disloyal 
persons  trom  Alexandria. 
Eespectfully, 

JNO.  P.  SLOUGH, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.,  July  9,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman.  Comntisaary-General  of  Prisoners : 

Colonel:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  among  the  recent  acces- 
sions to  this  prison  of  IG-l  prisoners  of  war  from  the  district  provost- 
marshal,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  725  from  Helena,  Ark.,  captured  by 
^lajiir-Geueral  Prentiss  on  the  4th  instant.  Therirst-named  detachment 
reached  here  on  the  7th,  the  latter  this  morning.  Incomplete  rolls 
accompanied  the  former;  with  the  Helena  prisoners  no  rolls  were  sent, 
and  the  officer  in  charge,  although  ordered  to  prepare  rolls  on  the  trip, 
alleges  he  was  unable  to  do  so  by  the  crowded  condition  of  the  vessel. 
I  will  cause  complete  rolls  to  be  immediately  prepared  and  forwarded. 

I  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
to  a  matter  of  much  im))ortance  connected  with  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  prison.  Smallpox  has  become  an  almost  established  disease  in 
the  prison.  It  first  appeared  in  December  last,  since  which  time  the 
prison  has  scarcely  been  free  from  it.  Three  cases  were  reported  on 
the  evening  previous  to  my  departure  for  Washington.  I  recommended 
to  ('olonel  Hildebrand  the  importance  of  having  the  cases  at  once 
removed  to  a  suitable  place  outside  of  the  city  limits.  The  recom- 
mendation was  not  acted  upon  (the  then  prison  surgeon  believing  lie 
t-onld  contine  the  disease  to  the  hospital),  and  the  consequence  was  the 
malady  spread  with  alarming  rapidity.  It  assumed  a  malignant  type 
and  the  mortality  during  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  part  of 
March  was  fearful.  The  ,^uard  necessarily  became  affected,  and  the 
whole  city  was  more  or  less  att'ected  by  the  contagion.  Every  new 
accession  of  i)risoners  only  furnished  new  victims  for  the  disease.  As 
illustrative  of  its  ravages.  I  may  mention  that  no  less  than  I'l-'O  cases 
de\eloped  themselves  in  tiie  last  detachment  of  prisoners  sent  to  City 
Point,  Va. 


*  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVII,  Part  III,  p.  514. 
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I  adopted  the  precaution  to  cause  every  man  to  be  vaccinated  this 
morning  as  be  entered  the  prison,  but  it  is  fair  to  estimate  that  a 
considerable  percentaue  will  escape  its  influence. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  renew  the  recom- 
mendation and  trust  the  Commissary(ieneral  of  Prisoners  will  see  the 
importance  of  adopting  some  measure  to  stay  this  fearful  malady. 
There  are  at  present  in  the  prison  hospital  tifteen  cases. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

\V.  I)K   II ASS. 
Lk'iif.  Col.  Htccnti/scvcntli   Ohio  ^'ol.  InJ'ixj..  Coim/'j.  Mil.  I'risojt. 


llKADijUARXERS   OV   TtlK    ARMV. 

W'ashimjtnn,  I>.  C,  -July  lo.  iW.v. 
Ma|or-General  Grant,  Vi<ksbi()-f/ : 

On  a  full  examination  of  the  question  it  is  decided  that  yon,  as  the 
commander  of  an  army,  wt-re  authorized  to  agree  upon  the  parole  and 
release  of  the  garrison  of  Vicksburg  with  the  general  commanding  the 
place. 

H.  W.   IIALLECK. 

General  in-Chief. 


Washington,  D.  C,  -inli/  m,  isns. 
Major-Geiioral  Meade,  Army  of  tlie  Potonun; 
ilaJor-C^ieneral  Schenck,  Daltiinore,  M'l., 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Harrisl)ur(j,  Ph.: 

It  has  been  understood  and  agreed  between  Colonel  Ludlow  and  Mr. 
Ould,  agents  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  that  paroles  not  given  as  pre- 
scribed in  section  7  of  the  cartel,  after  May  21',  are  to  be  considered  as 
null  and  void,  and  that  the  otticers  and  men  of  the  respective  parties 
paroled  not  in  accordance  with  that  section  of  the  cartel  will  be  returned 
to  duty  without  exchange.     They  will  be  so  returned  to  dutv. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gcncyid-in-CJiicf. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Hotfnian  July  li'.  and  1).\-  llollinau  to  (iencrals 
Grant  and  Schoheld  July  111,  1803.) 


HeadoTarteus  District  nv  Western   LiU'isiana, 

ThUjixIrunr.  .Jnly   1",  ISO:--:. 
:Maj.  Cvu.  X.  1'.  Hanks,  r.  S.  Army. 

Conimdndiiifj  Di'ixirtmeni  of  tlir   Cult': 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re(;eipt  of  your  coiuiniini- 
cation,  per  tlag  of  truce,  dated  Ttli  instant. 

Three  surgeons  of  my  comuiaud  (Messrs.  Taylor,  F.irnier.  ami  Jones) 
were  held  in  New  Orleans  as  prisoners  of  war  and  [laroled  as  such.  I 
will  forward  to  you  cojiies  of  the  paroles  as  soiui  as  I  can  obtain  thetn. 
I  am  glad  to  perceive  from  your  eommuiiication  that  it  was  not  with 
your  knowledge  or  apjiroval. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Throo|t,  if  desired  by  you.  can  be  retained  and 
released  from  h's  iiarole.     The  other  medical  otticers  of  yoiu-  command 
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who  are  now  attending  your  sick  who  are  prisoners  within  my  Hues 
will  be  informed  that  they  are  released  from  their  parole  and  will  be 
aent  into  your  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

R.  TAYLOR. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )       Quartermaster-Cteneeal's  Office, 

IS'o.  11.  (  Washington  City,  July  10,  1S63. 

Issues  of  clothing  to  prisoners  of  war  by  the  quartermaster  at  sta- 
tions where  they  are  conlined  will  be  made  with  the  assistance  and 
under  the  supervision  of  an  officer  detailed  for  the  purpose,  whose  cer- 
titicate  that  the  issue  was  made  in  his  presence  will  be  the  quarter- 
master's voucher  for  the  clothing  issued.  From  the  'SOth  of  April  to 
the  1st  of  October  neither  drawers  nor  socks  will  be  issued  to  prisoners 
of  war,  except  to  the  sick,  ((leneral  Orders,  War  Department,  June 
17. 1862.  and  circular  of  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  July  7. 1862.) 

Issues  of  clothing  to  prisoners  of  war  will  be  made  only  at  stations 
where  such  prisoners  are  held,  unless  specially  ordered  by  the  general 
commanding  an  army  in  the  held,  in  which  case  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  paragraph  must  be  complied  with. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
(htarter  master- (TtneraJ. 


SurctEon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  Id,  IS'iS. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton.  Secretary  of  War,   Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  to 
keep  separate  as  far  as  possible  the  rebel  wounded  from  those  of  our  army 
and  directing  that  the  former  be  sent,  when  proper,  to  Point  Lookout. 
The  following  action  had  already  been  taken  in  the  case.  After  con- 
sultation with  the  (-'ommissary-General  of  Prisoners  I  yesterday  tele- 
graphed to  the  medical  director  at  New  York  City  to  prepare  the  hos- 
pital at  Davids  Island  for  exclusive  use  as  a  rebel  hospital. 

I  also  telegraphed  the  ofhcer  at  Gettysburg  in  charge  of  transporta- 
tion to  send  rebel  wounded  tii  that  hospital. 

The  medical  director  at  Philadelphia  was  ordered  at  the  same  time 
by  telegraph  to  prepare  the  hospital  at  Chester,  Pa.,  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  rebel  wounded. 

The  hospital  at  Point  Lookout  contains  1.400  beds,  and  the  number 
of  rebel  wounded  at  (Jetty sburg  alone  is  now  reported  by  Medical 
Inspector  Yollum  to  be  from  S.OO'O  to  10,000. 

Under  these  circumstances  does  the  Secretary  desire  that  I  (?ounter- 
ninnd  the  previous  orders  given  and  send  rebel  wounded  t<i  Point 
Lookout? 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant. 

JOS.  R.  SMITn, 
Acting  Surgeon-dencral. 


fieraent 


\Yar  Department.  Jnhi  li.  l^fis. 
The  order  to  send  the  rebel  wounded  to  Hammond  Hospital  was  made 
upon  the  recommendation  of  Major-tieneral  Schenck,  but  as  the  report 
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of  the  Actintj  Surgeon-General  presents  facts  both  as  to  the  nuinber  of 
tlie  wounded  and  the  accommodation  at  the  hospital,  not  known  when 
the  order  was  given,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  this  copy  of  Sur- 
geon Smith's  communication  be  referred  to  General  Schenck  for  report. 
The  answer  to  the  ipiestion  will  be  reserved  until  the  report  is  received. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Briijadier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

;Ser.iii,l  H)d..rsflll.-llt.l 

Headch'arters  Eiohtii  Army  Corps, 

JlaltiinDre,  ■hil)/   t  :>,  iSi;::. 
Kcs])ectfully  referred   to  Surg.  J.  Simiison.  medical  director  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  for  his  views,  reference  being  also  had  to  the  inclosed 
copies  of  telegrams  received  and  sent  before  this  copy  of  communica- 
tion of  Surgeon-General  was  received. 
-By  order  of  Major-General  Schenck: 

X.   L.  JEFFRIES,    . 
Asslstatit  Adjutant-General. 

[Thir.l  iii.lni-^enient.! 

-Medical  Director's  Office,  Ek^hth  Arjiv  Cdrps, 

Respectfully  returned. 

The  Hammond  Hospital  was  recorameuded  wheu  it  was  unknown 
other  arrangements  were  to  be  made  and  when  the  actual  presence  of 
souie  and  anticipated  arrival  of  many  calls  for  provision  for  obvious 
reasons  outside  of  this  city.  The  hospital  accommodation  of  this 
department  does  not  now  exceed  what  may  be  demanded  of  it  for  our 
own  troops.  The  suggestions  of  the  Acting  Surgeon-General  seem  to 
cover  every  indication. 

J.  SIMPSOX. 

Siirijion,  r.  S.  Arm;/,  Medical  Director. 


llEAJIijf  VRTEKS    MIDDLE    DEPARTMENT, 

lUiltiniurr,  .Inly  l,\  /sv;,;. 
];pspcctfullyreturnc<l  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  infn-uiation  con- 
tained iu  indorsemcnf  <if  Surgeon  Simpson,  medical  director.  Perhaps 
for  the  reasons  given  by  him  it  will  be  better  to  abandim  the  idea  of 
establishing  Point  Lookout  as  a  hos[)ital  for  rebels.  If  no  more  sick 
aud  wounded  rebels  are  to  be  sent  here  at  present,  we  will  collect  and 
keep  those  that  we  receive  in  one  of  the  hospitals  in  or  near  this  city. 

ROBT.  ('.  SPHEXCK, 
Major- General,  L'uinmanilinij. 


\Vasiii.\(;t(ix,  D.  ('..  Jiihj  111,  jsf;:;. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Birke,  F^rt  lfamilf,,n,  \.  )'.  Ilarlmr: 

SiK:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received  and  referred  to  me. 
Allow  no  arrests  to  be  made  within  Fort  ITainilton.  Have  vou  received 
my  letter  of  yesterday  relating  to  your  previous  disjjatch  .''  Report  the 
facts  fully  aud  names  of  all  parties  <'ouceriicd. 

wiLLrA:M  \yHrFrx(r, 

Solicitor  of  the  War  Department, 
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Fort  Lapayette,  X  Y.  Harbor,  July  10, 1863. 
William  Whiting,  Esq., 

Solicitor  <>/  the  War  Department,  Washington,  I).  G. : 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  iustant  and  telegraph  of  this  date  have 
been  received,  and  in  reply  I  would  respectfully  say  that  the  case  tor 
which  the  attachment  has  been  issued  against  me  is  that  of  the  Balti- 
more police  commissioners,  which  was  before  the  courts  nearly  two 
years  ago.  It  has  been  revived  by  Algernon  K.  Wood,  Gideon  J. 
Tucker,  and  J.  C.  Van  Loon,  lawyers  of  Brooklyn.  F.  J.  Dallon,  also  a 
lawyer  of  Brooklyn,  accompanied  the  sheriff  of  Kings  County  when  he 
came  to  Fort  Hamilton  to  arrest  me  on  yesterday.  I  inclose  a  slip  cut 
from  the  Herald  and  oue  from  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  which  will  bring  the 
case  before  you. 

^Ir.  Wood  has  been  very  officious  and  troublesome  in  this  matter, 
therefore  I  would  most  respectfully  request  the  President  to  cause  the 
arrest  of  these  ])arties  and  send  them  to  Key  West. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAKTIX  BCTRKE, 

Commanding  Fort. 

(Imlosurf  X.).  1.— Extnut  from  Brooklyn  EaglL-,  Friday  .veniug.  .Inly  10.] 
THE     BALTIMORE     POLICE     < 'OMMISSIONERS'     CASE — COLONEL    BURKE 
REFUSES   TO    COME    INTO    COURT— CONFLICT   BETWEEN    THE    STATE 
AND    FEDERAL    AUTHORITIES. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  two  years  ago  Colonel  Burke,  at  present 
commandant  at  Fort  Hamilton,  was  instructed  by  the  authorities  at 
Washington  to  resist  the  execution  of  a  \vrit  of  habeas  corpus  issued 
out  by  the  county  court  of  Kings  County  on  behalf  of  the  Baltimore 
p<il ice  commissioners,  who  were  then  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  by  order 
of  the  Government.  At  that  time  the  military  power  of  the  State  was 
wielded  by  the  Republican  party,  who  took  no  steps  to  have  the  legal 
authority  of  the  State  respected  by  the  General  Government,  and  there 
tlie  matter  was  allowed  to  rest  until  the  counsel  in  the  case  made  appli- 
cation to  the  county  court  a  short  time  ago  for  an  alias  attachment  to 
compel  the  a])pearance  in  said  court  of  Colonel  Burke  to  show  cause 
why  he  set  the  laws  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Xew  York  at  defiance. 
.Judge  trarrison,  after  a  careful  examiimtion  of  the  points  involved  in 
the  case,  issued,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  following,  and  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff  for  execution: 

The  People  «/  the  Slnte  of  .V.  w    York  to  tlie  Shrrilf  of  the  Cotnitij  of  Kinga: 

\Vo  fomtmuid  you,  as  Ave  Ijelbre  commanded  yon,  forthwith  to  apprehend  and 
attach  Cid.  Martin  Burke,  of  Fort  Hamilton,  in  the  ,sai<l  county  of  Kings,  and  to 
brinj;  him  immediately  before  our  county  .judge  of  the  said  ccumty,  at  the  chambers 
of  the  said  cnuuty  court,  iu  the  city  hall,  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  to  answer  for  his 
ciuitempt  iu  nut  obeying  a  certain  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  him  directed  and  on  him 
duly  si.i\ed  (IU  tlie  relation  of  AK'eruou  K.  Wood,  and  have  you  then  there  this  writ 
n(  attachmi'iit. 

Witness,  thi>l[Mu.  S^imurl  ( .arrison.  ■onnty  judge  of  mir  said  county  of  Kings,  at 
the  cits-  hall,  m  the  said  citv  of  Ijrooklyu,  tliis  7th  day  of  .lulv,  IsiiS. 

SAMUEL  GAKRI-SON, 

County  Judge. 
,1.  N.   STEARNS, 

Clerk. 
.UiiiN  (_'.   ^'an  Loiin'.  Altorncij  for  Helntor. 

To  the  above  writ  the  following  return  was  made  by  the  sheriff  yes- 
terday afternoon : 

Brooklyn'.  Jiili/  T',  W5J. 

I  ii-tnrn  t«  the  within  writ  of  attachmeut  that  I  am  unable  to  .uTc-st  the  within 
Col.  Martin  llnrke,  us  wUhiii,  commandant  of  Fort  Lafayi-tte  and  Fort  Hamilton.     I 
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have  endeavoie<l  tn  obtain  eutrance  ami  aoci-.ss  to  Fort  Hamilton,  which  la  hold  and 
f,Mrri9oned  by  armed  troops  of  the  I'nited  States,  well  armed  and  provisioned,  and 
cannot  be  taken  or  an  •■ntranoe  ctieeted  withont  thn  aid  of  a  large  force  of  troops 
with  artillery.  I  fnrther  return  that  1  have  been  formally  notified  by  the  officer  of 
the  day  in  command  of  Fort  Hamilton  that  they  were  prepared  to  n-siat  any  attack 
upon  the  fort  or  any  attempt  upon  my  i)art  to  arrest  the  body  of  C<iIonei  Bnrke, 
within  named,  who  is  oonimandant  of  the  fort.  Ami  I  further  retiuii  that  the  whole 
militia  force  of  Kings  County,  except  the  Seventieth  Rejrimenr,  is  now  iu  the  service 
of  the  X'liitcd  States  in  the  State  of  Pimosylvania  and  out  of  the  inuuty  of  Kings; 
and  that  the  said  Seventieth  Regiment,  .as  I  am  informed  liy  Colonel  L'ropsey,  in 
command  of  the  same,  is  now  under  marching  orders  and  not  subject  to  my  control, 
and  I  have  no  force  or  arms  within  or  under  my  control  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  within  writ. 

ANTHONY  F.  CAMPBELL, 

Sheriff  of  Kinijn  Connlij. 

It  is  rumored  in  cotinectiou  with  the  above  that  the  Seveutieth  Rejji- 
ment  has  been  ordered  by  tlie  Federal  authorities  to  proceed  to  Fm  t 
Hamilton  to  aid  in  resisting  any  further  attempt  at  enforcing  the  legal 
process  of  the  court.  Governor  Seymour  will  be  railed  upon  by  the 
counsel  in  the  case  to  \"indicate  the  sovereignty  of  the  State. 

lInclo8UreX.).-:.-Exti:i(t  rruni  X.-w  V'.ik  IIci':il(l.l 
FORT    LAFAYETTE — IS    CIVIL    OR    MILITARY    LAW    TO    I'REV.VIL? 

Two  years  ago  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  by  Judge  (iarri- 
son,  of  Kings  County,  issued  and  directed  to  <  'id.  .Martin  Burlce.  riiin- 
mandaut  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  bring  up  the  bodies  of  tiie  four  Baltiiiiori- 
police  commissioners  confined  at  the  tort. 

The  colonel  refused  to  make  return.  An  attachment  was  issued  and 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  which,  not  having  been  executed,  au 
alias  is  now  issued,  which  is  as  follows:* 

This  raises  an  iniportaut  issue  between  the  military  and  civil  tri- 
bunals, and  the  public  will  await  with  tlie  greatest  anxiety  to  see  wliicii 
of  the  two  wdl  prevail. 

Counsel  for  relator,  Hon.  (litleou  J.  Tucker  and  Mr.  .1.  C.  Van   i.oon. 


War  Department,  ./»/)/  11,  l^m;. 
Major-General  Schenck: 

How  many  rebel  prisoners  captured  within  Maryhind  and  Pennsyl 
vania  have  reached  IJaltiniore  within  tiiis  month  of  .luly  ' 

A.  LINCOLX, 
Prtsiilnit  ,if  thf    Uidh'il  Stairs. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  ■Tnhj  n,  isiis. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln.  Presiilent  : 

Have  received  iu  this  month  of  .Inly  at  Fort  Mcllenry  ti,l  ti.'  ]irisonrrs 
of  war,  captured  in  Maryland  and  I'cnnsvlvania. 

K.  C.  SCHENCK, 

MiiJor-(hitir(il. 


Baltimore.  Jnli/  11,  isi,:;. 
Abrahaji  Lincoln, 

President  of  thf  Pnitrd  States.  WashiufjtoH  : 
Add  to  the  number  of  luisoners   I  reported  in    former  telegram  as 
captured  iu  Penusylvania  and  Maryiaiul,  and  n,'cei\ed  iu  tliis  montli  at 

See  im-losure  X,,.  1. 
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Fort  McHenry,  600.    More  received  at  Fort  Delaware  by  way  of  Phila- 
delphia.   Those  in  hospitals  here  are  not  included. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHE2^CK, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department,  July  11,  1S63. 
Major-Geiieral  Schenck: 

The  Siirgeou(ieneral  reports  that  there  are  only  1,400  beds  at  Point 
Lookout,  iiiid  Medical  Inspector  VoUum  that  there  are  8,000  to  10,000 
wounded  rebels  at  Gettysburg-.  The  case  has  been  referred  to  you, 
but  if  any  wounded  rebels  have  been  sent  in  and  there  is  a  necessity 
for  imme<liate  action,  please  report  by  telegraph. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


TlKADi.'rARTERS    MIDDLE    DEPARTMENT, 

Ilaltimore.  ^[d.,  July  11,  ISUo. 
Brigadier-General  Oanbv,  Wur  hi'partment,  Washington: 

Surgeon  Simpson,  medical  director  of  this  corps,  is  having  conva- 
lescents brought  from  Point  Lo(dcout.  so  that  we  may  have  more  room 
there,  he  says,  for  a  greater  number  of  rebel  wounded  than  the  Surgeon- 
General  supposed.  I  beg  leave  to  make  two  suggestions,  one  that  it 
might  be  best  to  send  the  rebels  as  far  as  practicable  to  hospitals  north 
of  this  point,  unless  it  is  thought  that  Xorthern  copperhe;uls  will  sym- 
pathize with  and  \)et  them  too  much;  the  other  that  rebel  orticers  have 
a  bad  iutluence  on  their  men,  many  of  the  latter  of  whom  are  penitent 
when  they  are  permitted  to  be,  and  they  ought  therefore  to  be  separated 
both  in  prisons  and  hospitals. 

R.  C.  SCHENCK. 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


[July  11,  1863. — For  Cameron  to  Lincoln,  protesting  against  the 
sending  of  General  Trimble,  a  Confederate  prisoner  of  war,  to  Balti- 
more, and  assigning  reasons  therefor,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVII,  Part 
III,  p.  0-1(3.] 


Wa.siiington,  D.  C,  July  11.  isi!3. 
Major-General  Sciienck.  Baiti man- 
It  is  reiiorted  to  this  Department  that  Provost-Maiishal-Geueral  Pat- 
rick has  ordered  the  Confeilerate  i)risoner  General  Trimble  to  be  for- 
warded to  Baltimore  and  there  |iaroled.  That  Trimble  is  a  dangerous 
man.  raised  in  IMaryland.  lias  resided  in  Baltimore,  was  engaged  in 
destroxing  the  bridges  wlicn  the  war  broke  out,  and  ought  not  to  be 
l)ermitted  to  go  at  large  or  be  visited.  If  he  comes  to  Baltimore  yon 
will  see  that  he  is  luit  allowed  to  be  paroled  nor  to  hold  communication 
with  anv  one  until  he  is  exchanged. 

LDWIX  M.  STAXTOX, 

Secretary  uf  War. 
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Headquarteks,  Baltimore,  Md.,  July  11,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  »/  War: 

I  will  look  out  for  tlie  rebel  (ieueral  Trimble,  as  you  direct.  He  is 
notorious  here  as  a  bridge-buruer  and  19tk-ot'-Aijril  leader.  He  has  uot 
appeared  yet  himself,  but  two  days  ago  his  assistant  adjutant-geueral. 
Major  Hall,  came  here  on  parole  from  Gettysburg  to  prepare  accommo- 
dations for  his  chief.  I  revoiied  the  parole  and  put  the  major  in  Fort 
McHeiiry.  Last  night  I  got  another  of  Trimble's  staff— an  aidede- 
camj),  who  had  slipped  dowu  here  without  guard  or  papers  of  any  kind. 

KOBT.  C.  8GKENCK, 

Major- Ueneral. 

Baltimore,  July  11,  1S63. 
PeovostMarshal,  Gettysburg,  Pa.: 

Can  you  tell  me  where  the  rebel  MaJ.  Gen.  I.  H.  Trimble  is 'J  I  have 
already  had  to  comj)laiu  that  you  sent  two  days  ago  one  of  his  staff, 
Major  Hall,  his  assistant  adjutant-general,  under  parole  to  this  city.  I 
of  course  revoked  the  parole.  Last  night  two  other  rebel  officers  antl  a 
rebel  soldier,  one  of  the  officers  being  also  of  the  staff  of  General 
Trimble,  came  down  in  a  car  mixed  up  with  our  own  wounded  soldiers. 
The  staff  officer  of  General  Trimble  was  disguised  in  the  greatcoat  of 
a  Union  soldier.  None  of  them  had  any  papers.  They  were  of  course 
arrested.     I  call  your  attention  to  these  abuses. 

KOBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Alajor-General. 


Headquarters.  Baltimore,  July  11,  1803. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  don't  know  who  is  in  command  at  Gettysburg,  but  there  is  some- 
thing loose  or  wrong  there.  We  pick  up  rebel  officers  and  men  here, 
unwounded  as  well  as  wouniled,  coming  dowu  without  guard,  papers, 
or  orders,  and  some  officers  paroled. 

IMJBERT  G.  SGHENCK, 

Major  ■General. 


War  Department,  July  11,  isi::;. 
Major-General  Schenck: 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  that  unless  specially  authorized 
no  Gonfederate  i)risuner  of  war  be  released  on  taking  tlie  oatli  of 
allegiance. 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
(.'iimmissarii-<ii  ntraJ  t>f  Vrisoni  rs. 


LiALriMiiUE,  July    II,   i^'//.'.'. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  .Morris,  F^rf  McHrnry  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  tliat  uidess  specially  authorized 
no  rebel  prisoner  of  war  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
But  I  am  uot  vet  instructed  who  is  to  L;ivc  this  spe<'ial  autlioritv. 

i;OBT.  G.  SCHFXGK, 
Major-General.  Coininaniliinj. 
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Indianapolis,  July  11, 1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

It  is  stated  in  dispatches  that  Capt.  John  M.  Flinn,  of  the  Fifty- first 
Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  a  prisoner  at  Richmond,  is  to  be  exe- 
cuted iu  retaliation  for  a  spy  tried  and  executed  by  General  Burnside. 
It  would  be  deliberate  murder  if  this  threat  is  carried  out,  and  I  trust 
your  Department  will  notify  the  rebel  Government  that  if  it  is  done 
strong  retaliatory  measures  will  be  adopted. 

O.  P.  MORTOX, 
;  Governor  of  Indiana. 


Port  Hudson,  La.,  July  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  y.  P.  Banks, 

Commandinij  U.  S.  Forces,  Port  Hmlson,  La. : 
General  :  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  portion 
of  the  C.  S.  troops  who  reside  in  New  (Jrleans,  and  also  those  who 
reside  within  the  T.  S.  lines  in  this  vicinity,  after  having  been  paroled, 
will  be  permitted  to  go  to  their  homes,  to  remain  uutil  exchiingt,d:  and 
also  whether  such  troops  will  be  permitted  to  i^ass  beyond  the  U.  S. 
liues  when  they  shall  ha\e  beeu  regularly  exchanged?* 

I  have  tile  honor  to  be,  very  respectfallv,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANK  GARDNER, 

Major- General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  11,  1863. 
Col.  G.  H.  Crosman, 

Assistant  (^)uartermaster- General,  Philadelphia: 
Colonel:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  telegram  this  day  sent  yon, 
viz: 

Send- a  steam  water-boat  to  Fort  Delaware  for  service  while  so  many  prisoners  are 
contined  there.  It  is  reported  that  the  water  is  not  j;ood,  and  that  there  is  much 
sickness  attributed  to  tho  use  of  water,  producing  diarrhea.  Take  prompt  measures 
to  remove  all  jjrouud  ol'cumi)laiut. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Wuxhinaton,  July  11,  1863. 
Col.  R.  C.  Wood, 

Assistant  ;Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Saint  Louis,  A[o.: 
Sir  :  It  is  reported  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  by  Major 
Heudrickson,  commanding,  that  the  military  prison  at  Alton,  111.,  is 
infected  with  smallpox,  from  which  the  most  faithful  etfort  will  not 
free  it.  You  will  please  instruct  a  medical  inspector  to  examine  into 
the  circumstances  attending  upon  the  existence,  and  more  especially 
tliepersisteuce,  of  the  disease  in  this  prison,  and  to  recommend  to  Major 
Heudrickson  such  means  of  disinfection,  police,  isolation,  and  vaccina- 
tion as  may  be  proper  in  the  peculiar  circumstances.  It  is  not  believed 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  even  temporarily  close  this  prison,  but 
should  it  prove  so.  the  pro{)er  recommendations  will  be  made  by  you  in 

-Foi  reply,  .sc  S..rii-s  I.  Vol.  X.\V[.  Part  I.  p.  6;U 
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the  case.    The  Commissary-General  will  be  requested  to  order  Major 
Hendrickson  to  cordially  second  your  views  and  efforts. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  R.  SMITH, 
Act  hit/  Siir(jeon-General. 

[Indorseraent.] 
SrEGEON-GENEEAL"S   OFFICE,  July  11,  1863. 

Respectfully  furnislied  tor  the  infoimatiou  of  Col.  William  Hoffman, 
U.  S.  Army,  Commissary-Cieneral  of  i'risoners,  who  is  requested  to 
instruct  Major  Ileiidricksou  to  cooperate  with  the  medical  authorities 
aa  within  suggested. 

JOS.  R.  SMITH, 
Aft'nig  Surgeon- (lencnil. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

]V((.shi)i(jton.  1).  6'.,  JuUi  11,  18>J3. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Bub.nside, 

CiiiHinandiiKj  Depdrtmenf  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  roll  of  li.'4  paroled 
men  now  at  Camp  Chase,  who  were  paroled  during  tlie  month  of  May, 
singly  or  in  small  parties,  without  the  necjossary  formality  and  deliv- 
ering re(iuired  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  cartel.  Under  recent 
orders  and  instructions,  all  paroles  so  given  are  null  and  void  and  the 
men  so  paroled  should  be  ordered  to  their  regiments  without  exchange. 
A  number  of  them  were  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  but  if  they  were  not 
delivered  to  a  person  authorized  to  receive  them  after  due  notice  the 
paroles  are  not  binding.  For  a  time  after  the  publication  of  General 
Orders,  No.  40,  irregular  ])aroles  were  recognized,  tliough  forbidden  by 
that  order,  and  I  have  included  in  this  list  only  those  paroled  after  the 
1st  of  .May. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Coinnitssary- General  if  I'rinonem. 


Office  ('ommissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washiii;iton,  Ik  <'.,  July  11,  ISHS. 
Maj.  T.  Hendbickson, 

Commandinij  Military  Frison,  Alton,  TIL: 
Major:  The  Surgeon  General  has  to  day  instructed  General  Wood 
at  Saint  Louis  to  order  a  careful  examination  of  the  prison  to  be  maile 
by  a  medical  inspector,  with  a  view  to  determine  the  best  measures  to 
eradicate  from  the  prison  the  infection  of  smallpox  which  has  so  long 
prevailed  there.  Please  afford  tlie  inspcrtor  every  lacility  in  your 
jiower  to  insure  a  thorouuh  iiivestii;;iti(m  nt'  the  subject. 
N'erv  res[)ecttully,  viuir  obedient  servant. 

W.    IIOPFMAX, 
Colonel    Third    Infantry  and   ('(uninissitry-di  nt ml  of  I'risontrn. 


\V  \sniNGTON,  I).  C,  July  11,  isi:3. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Conunandiioi    Fort   Dilairare: 

General:    Von   are   respectfiill.\-   inldimed   that  ('olonel   I'rosniaii. 
assistant   (luartermaster  .ueneral,    i'liiladeljijiia,    has   been  duected   to 
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correct  the  defect  in  the  constructioQ  of  the  barracks  lately  erected_at 
Fort  Delaware,  to  which  you  call  atteutiou  ia  your  letter  of  the  7th 
iustant. 

E.  S.  SIBLEY, 
lirecft  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  July  11, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Lieutenant  Sanborn,  of  the  colored  regiment,  was  shot  at  the  head  of 
his  company  in  Main  street  this  p.  m.  by  Doctor  Wright  and  died  imme- 
diately.   Doctor  Wright  is  iu  jail  heavily  ironed. 

A.  E.  BOVAT, 
Major  and  Provoat- Marshal. 


General  Orders,  )  Headqi^arters  Middle  Department, 

No.  42.  '  S  Baltimore,  Md.,  July  11,  1863. 

Suitable  and  comfortable  hospital  accommodations  will  be  provided 
for  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war,  the  same  as  for  soldiers  of  the 
Union. 

On  the  arrival  of  wounded  or  sick  rebel  officers  or  soldiers  in  Balti- 
more, whose  injuries  or  condition  are  such  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
proper  medical  authority  they  should  not  be  confined  or  sent  for 
exchange  with  other  prisoners,  they  will  be  immediately  assigned  and 
conveyed  to  the  hospitals  designated  for  them,  there  to  remain  on  parole 
until  they  are  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  removed  for  imprisonment 
or  exchange.  No  other  paroles  of  prisoners  of  war  will  be  taken  or 
recognized. 

No  rebel  officer  or  soldier  can  be  received  or  entertained  iu  any  private 
house  or  in  any  place  other  than  the  hospital  to  which  he  is  regularly 
•assigned  by  proper  medical  authority. 

Separate  hospitals  for  prisoners  of  war  will  be  established. 

No  person  not  thoroughly  loyal  will  be  permitted  under  any  circum- 
stances to  visit  or  have  access  to  any  military  hospital. 

If  any  person  or  persons  within  this  department  be  found  harboring, 
entertaining,  or  concealing  any  rebel  officer  or  soldier  in  his  or  her  house, 
or  on  his  or  her  premises,  or  in  any  place  after  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  publication  nf  this  order,  the  person  so  offending  will  be  at  once 
sent  beyond  the  Union  lines  into  the  rebel  States,  or  otherwise  punished, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  military  authority. 

The  medical  director  of  the  Middle  Department  and  provost-marshal 
of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps  are  charged  to  see  that  this  order  is  strictly 
executed. 

r.vcoimuauil  nf  Maior-(reueral  Sehenck: 

WM.   H.  CHESEBEOrGH, 
lAfuttnant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERAIK    STATES    OF    AilERICA,  Wa^   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  -July  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Geu.  John  H.  Winder: 

(rENERAL :  The  (xovernment  does  not  desire  to  detain  the  crew  of  the 
Arabian  with  any  view  of  inHictint;-  punishment.  Their  evidence,  how- 
ever, is  \ery  important  in  libeling  the  vessel,  and  they  cannot  be  sec 
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at  large  untii  that  ia  taken.  iDstructions  have  beeu  sent  to  North 
Caroliua  to  iuitiate  the  proceedings,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  the 
crew  will  be  examined.  In  the  meantime  you  must  retain  them,  but 
the  Department  desires  that  they  may  be  atibrded  all  conveniences  and 
privileges  consistent  with  their  safe- keeping. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


C.  S.  MiLiTABY  Prison,  Richmond,  Ta.,  July  11,  1363. 
General  J.  H.  Winder,  Commandant  of  Richmond: 

General  :  We  have  the  honor  to  address  you  a  brief  note  in  refer- 
ence to  a  matter  to  us  of  great  interest.  You  are  aware  iu  obedience 
to  your  order  we  were  by  lot  selected  from  among  the  Federal  captains 
for  execution.  No  crime  is  charged  against  us,  nor  have  we  been  guilty 
of  any.  It  seems  our  lives  are  demanded  as  a  measure  of  retaliation 
on  our  Government  for  the  execution  of  two  persons  in  Burnside's 
department  of  our  army.  Of  these  persons  we  know  nothing,  nor  of 
the  circumstances  attentling  them.  We  never  had  any  connection  with 
that  part  of  the  army.  We  submit  that  under  no  circumstances  should 
we  be  held  to  punishment  for  the  alleged  offenses  of  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  army  than  that  in  which  we  served.  Your  authorities 
now  hold  iu  close  continemeut  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  two  Federal  officers,  as 
follows:  Capt.  N.  T.  Kendrick,  Third  West  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and 
Capt.  D.  E.  Boharnace,  for  recruiting  in  Tennessee.  These  men  were 
arrested  and  held,  we  understand,  for  the  same  persons  we  are  held 
for.  In  addition  to  these  you  already  hold  other  otticers  of  like  rank 
from  Burnside's  department.  Innocent  as  we  are  of  any  offense  against 
the  rules  of  war,  in  the  luime  of  humanity  we  ask  you  if  our  lives  are 
to  be  exacted  for  the  alleged  offense  of  other  men  in  other  departments 
of  the  army  than  that  iu  which  we  served  *  We  ask  you  to  consider 
well  our  request. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

H.  W.  SAWYER, 
Captain,  First  yeic  Jersey  Cavaln/. 
JOnX  M.  FLINN, 
Captain,  Fifty-first  Indiana    Volunteers. 


BALTnrORE,  :\ID.,  July  13,  IStlM — 11  a.  ni. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  <f  War: 
The  following  telegram  came  from  (rettysburu-  lust  night: 

I  iKTTV-llUUl..  Jnli/   11,  ISCS. 
ilaJor-CJeneral  Schen'CK: 

Oeneral:  Major  Hall,  of  OeaiTal  Triiulile's  stall',  was  seut  to  lialtimorr  oa  the 
I'olluwinij  order: 

'■Gettysdl'R(;.  Juhj  S.  1S63. 
"Major-General  Trimble.  Lieutenant  (.;rau;,'er.  Major  Hall,  and  Private  CliampiOn, 
all  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  and  pri:iouera  of  war,  havi-  permissiim   to  go  tu  Baltimore,  to 
report  to  medical  director  at  that  place. 

"  HENRY  JAMES, 
"Surgeon  in  Charge  of  HospUalu  About  Geltyabnrg." 

Major-General  Trimble  and  others  were  not  prepared  to  go  on  that  da.v.  On  the 
following  day  Hon,  Simon  Cameron  and  General  Moorhead  railed  on  nie  and  remon- 
.strated  against  sending  them.  They  telegraphed  the  Pre.iidrnt  and  Hon.  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, representing  that  it  waa  dangerous  to  send  them  to  Ualtimore.  and  asked  that 
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tbey  be  seut  to  Harrisburg  or  Pittsburg.  Havins  but  oue  squadrou  of  cavalry  here, 
and  not  bein<;  able  to  seudthem  iindor  ffuard,  I  refused  to  issue  a  pass,  and  waited 
the  arrival  of  some  officer  to  assume  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  WILLARD  SMITH, 

Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

I  do  not  know  why  Messrs.  Cameron  and  Moorhead  think  it  danger- 
0II.S  for  Trimble  to  be  brougrliC  here.  The  distance  is  less  than  to  either 
Philadelphia  or  Pittsburg,  and  as  to  any  just  exasperation  of  loyal 
Baltimore  citizens,  he  need  have  no  fear  that  ho  will  not  be  protected 
even  at  the  scene  of  his  traitorous  and  scoundrel  acts. 

The  fact  is  he  intended,  and  it  was  arranged  at  Gettysburg,  that  he 
should  come  here  until  it  was  found  that  he  would  liave  to  fare  like 
other  prisoners,  and  not  be  treated  with  special  consideration.  Gettys- 
burg is  not  in  my  department. 

EOBT.  C.  SCHEXCK, 

Major- General. 


War  Department,  July  13,  1S63 — la.so  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schenxfc: 

You  seem  to  misunderstand  the  nature  of  the  objection  to  General 
Trimble's  going  to  Baltimore,  llis  going  there  is  opposed  to  prevent 
his  meeting  his  traitorous  associates  there. 

A.  LINCOLN, 

I'resident. 


riEADnXJARTEES   DePARTXBNT   OF   THE   TENNESSEE, 

Vicksburg,  ^[is.1.,  July  12,  1863. 
Maj.  N.  G.  Watts, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 
Major:  The  acceptance  by  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton  of  the 
terms  proposed  to  him  for  the  surrender  of  this  city  on  the  -ith  instant, 
making  every  person  in  the  city  connected  with  the  Confederate  Army 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  desiring  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  relieve  you 
from  the  obligation  of  abstaining  from  further  duty  until  properly 
exchanged,  I  wish  now  to  release  you  uuconditioually  from  such  obli- 
gation. 

You  may  then,  major,  regard  yourself  and  the  two  gentlemen  now 
serving  as  assistants  as  freely  and  unconditionally  released  from  the 
time  you  pass  outside  of  our  lines. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

•      U.  S.  GRANT, 

^[ajor-Gl■neral. 


Head<,iuarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  12,  1803. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton;  Assistant  A'ljutnnt-General: 

Colonel:  I  am  informed  that  Capt.  II.  W.  Sawyer,  First  New  Jersey 
Cavalry,  and  Capt.  .Fohu  ^VI.  Flinn,  Fifty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, have  been  selected  by  lot  and  reserved  for  execution  in  retaliation 
for  the  execution  of  Captains  Corbin  and  McGraw,  as  spies,  by  the  order 
of  Major-General  Burnside. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  yon  copies  of  correspondence  with  xMr 
Oukl  on  this  subject  in  May  last,  when  he  informed  me  that  two  of  our 
officers  had  tlieu  been  selected  for  execution.* 
It  now  seems  that  other  two  Iiave  been  selected. 
I  respectfully  and  earnestly  recoraineiid  that  two  ('oiifederate  officers 
now  in  our  hands  be  inirnediateiy  selected  for  execution  in  retaliation 
for  the  threatened  one  of  Sawyer  and  Fliiin.  and  that  I  be  authorized 
to  communicate  their  names  to  the  Confederate  authorities,  with  the 
proper  notice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

...  WM.  II.  LUDLOW. 

Lieutmunt-Volonel  and  A,irnt  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners 


nEAni,ii-AUTEKs  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  ^[onroe,  Jidij  i;',  iSil-l. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Assistant  Adjutant-Geniral: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  instruc 
tions  of  the  General  ui-Chieff  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Doctor  Itucker 
1  am,  very  respe(-tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,.  WILLIAM  IL  LUDLOW, 

Ltcutenant-Cohmd  and  A</cnt  for  L\vfluin>/e  of'  Prisoners 


Alexandria,  Jnli/  a,  isms 
Hon.  E.  :\I.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  M'ar: 

Sir:  I  have  completed  the  iist  of  disloyal  persons  to  be  sent  out  of 
Alexandria,  \  a.,  and  send  this  notification,  as  ordered  bv  v..u  yes- 
terday.t  -'  '        -'"^^ 

KespectfuUy, 

II.  ri.  WHLLS, 

lAeutenant-Colonrl  and  I'rorost-Jhirshal-Oaicral. 


nEAD<iUARTER.S    1  )ErART:\n-;NT   OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  ij,  \si;3 
Don.  Egbert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners : 

Sir:  As  understood  by  me.  Doctor  Rucker's  alleged  ofiense.s  were 
committed  in  W  est  \  irginia.  within  the  rerrito.y  militarily  occupie.l  at 
the  time  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  If  .so.  bv  the  laws  and 
usages  of  war  your  authouties  have  no  jurisdiction  in  his  case 

It  you  will  release  all  our  medical  officers  excei)t  Doctor  Kucker  I 
wdl  send  to  you  a  1  we  hol.l  except  one  to  be  letailied  as  a  hostS 
D.  ctor  Kucker   who  will  be  released  when  Doctor  Kucker  is  reh^ed 

If  It  should  be  tound  that  Doctor  Kucker  is  properlv  retained  under 
the  ..irtel  or  found  guilty  an.l  punished  acconling  to  the  law  ami 
'isages^t   war,   the   hostage   wUl^be   given   up.     But  if  improperly 

*.Soe  Oiilil   to  LikUow,  May  22,   l.e.'inniii"-   -'I   i.,TcHivB  "  Vnl     \-    TiT;  ■ 

^91.  ..n,i  Lud....  to  uni,,.  Mav  2.,  ..e.T,,,,,,::^..  ,:i,/;;j;,;';^;,;^;;'-j„  :^::^::-ii 

;  Probably  uu  ,,r;U  oidBr,  ,i^  i...  i-,-.oi,l  „(  ,t  ,  ,n,  I.,-  f,,:iiid. 
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retained  aud  puuished  retaliation  will  be  resorted  to.    You  have  some 
chaplains  in  your  hands.     Will  you  deliver  them? 
Please  send  replies  to  the  above  by  this  flag  of  truce. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Saint  Louis,  July  13,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  31.  Stanton: 

3Ir.  McKee,  of  the  Democrat,  a  paper  that  has  done  more  good  for 
the  Union  and  Government  iu  Missouri  and  Illinois  than  any  other 
in  the  land,  has  been  arrested  by  Sehofleld  for  publishing  President 
Lincoln's  letter  to  General  Schotield,  which  he  obtained  fairly.  This 
arrest  has  aroused  the  indignation  of  tlie  uncorrupted  loyalists  of  this 
city,  and  is  regarded  as  unlvind  and  unjust  and  against  the  President's 
instructions  in  this  same  letter,  an  insult  to  true  Union  men  and  a 
special  catering  to  a  mongrel  party  of  pestilent  factionists.* 

HEXEY  T.  BLOW. 


Medical  Director's  (  )ffice.  Middle  Departjient, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  13,  1SH3. 
Lieut.  Col.  DONN  Piatt,  Chief  of  Staff,  d'-c: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of 
tins  date,t  calling  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  rebel  wounded  lately 
arrived  in  this  city. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  I  was  first  apprised  of  its  approach  when 
the  train  was  in  the  immediate  Deighb(jrhood  of  this  city.  Permanent 
and  sufficient  arrangements  have  been  made  upon  Canal  street  for  the 
care  aud  distribution  of  arriving  wounded,  and  the  Northern  Central 
Eailroad  is  under  ])ositive  and  standing  orders  from  the  quartermaster 
to  move  the  cars  to  that  point.  The  Federal  wounded  were  immedi- 
ately sent  tliere,  aud  attended  to  by  the  surgeon  in  waiting.  Medical 
Inspector  W.  II.  iMussey,  [J.  S.  Army,  who  is  charged  by  the  Surgeon- 
General  witii  the  special  duty  of  superintending  tiie  transportation  of 
the  wonnded.  visited  at  tlie  time  tlie  upper  depot  and  was  informed, 
owing  to  many  not  being  paroled,  they  would  all  be  obliged  to  be  sent  to 
Fort  -McHenry.  The  assistant  provost-niarsbal  afterward  called  at  this 
office,  and.  upon  consultation  with  Doctor  Mussey,  it  was  decided  to  send 
the  severely  wounded  to  West's  Hospital,  and  Captain  French  promised 
to  order  the  cars  to  be  sent  there  without  tlelay,  while  the  medical 
officers  were  notified  from  this  otiice  to  receive  them.  Persons  on  this 
train  expected  another  to  follow,  but  no  otticial  announcement  was  made. 
This  morning  about  <>  o'clock  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  distribution 
reported  the  rebels  had  not  arrived.  It  was  then  presumed  they  had 
all  been  taken  to  Fort  iL'Henry.  About  9  a.  m.  the  assistant  provost- 
marshal  reported  the  cars  had  remained  in  Xorth  street  all  night,  owing 
to  the  inability  or  neglect  of  the  railroad  company  to  remove  them  as 
ordered.  He  was  re(|uested  to  compel  the  company  to  convey  them 
immediately  to  their  destination.  The  railroad  made  no  rei)ort  what- 
ever of  their  presence  during  the  night.    At  the  same  time  Captain 

'For  other  lorrespoudeace  rel:itiin;  to  arrest  of  'William  JlcKee,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXII.  Part- II,  pp.  36(5,  373-375,  383. 
t  Not  found. 
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Freucb  reported  another  train  had  just  arrived,  containing  well  and 
wounded  prisoners,  paroled  and  non-paroled  together,  of  whom  it  was 
necessary  to  send  all  who  could  travel  to  Fort  McHenry.  A  medical 
officer  was  immediately  sent  to  make  the  selections,  which  duty  is  not 
yet  completed. 

The  difficulty  lies,  first,  in  sending  mixed  parties  of  prisoners  without 
notification  (which  is  beyond  the  control  of  this  office),  and,  secondly,  the 
failure  of  the  railroad  company  to  transfer  tiie  men  to  their  proper  des- 
tination, which  this  office  can  only  remedy  by  the  continuance  of  repre- 
sentations similar  to  those  it  has  repeatedly  made  already. 

For  those  wounded  who  are  now  in  Fort  McHenry  it  will  require,  I 
presume,  the  authority  of  the  commanding  general  for  their  transfer  to 
West's  Hospital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

.T.  SIMFSON, 
Surijrtm.  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 


Office  Cosoiissary-Genetial  of  Prisoners. 

\Va.shiH(jton,  I).  C,  Jnly  13,  1SH3. 
Lieut.  Col.  George  Sangster, 

L'ommanding  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis,  Md.: 
CriLONEL:  If  any  paroled  men  have  reported  to  you  wliose  paroles 
are  dated  since  the  2"_'d  of  May  last,  their  paroles  are  not  valid  and  you 
will  immediately  send  them,  under  the  charge  of  a  suitable  officer  and 
guard,  to  report  to  the  provostmarshal-general.  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Send  the  usual  rolls  and  papers  with  them,  and  a  copy  of  the  roll  to  this 
office,  rf  there  are  no  men  at  the  camp  paroled  since  the  22d  of  May 
report  the  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN. 
Colonel  Third.  Infantry  and.  f'onnnis.'iary-Geheral  of  Prinonem. 

V.  S. — Men  not  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  I'otoinac  will  be  sent 
lo  tlie  armies  to  which  they  belong. 

W.  H. 


Fort  MoNRr)E.  JhIi/  13,  i.^v/.v. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  ^4.w/.v/a)(f  Adjutant-General: 

Did  General  Grant  imrole  the  officers  at  Yicksburg,  and  what  is  tlie 
whdle  number  of  officers  and  men  captured.' 

\VM.  H.  LI'DLOW, 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 


WashinctTon,  Jnli/  I-:,  isf;3. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  officers  and  men  captured  at  Vicksburg  are  being  paroled.     The 
number  has  not  yet  been  reported  bv  General  (irant. 

J.  C.   KELTOX. 
A.s.si.ttant  Adjiiiant. (Jeneral. 
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Washington,  July  13, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  n.  Ludlow: 

Tbe  Secretary  of  War  lias  directed  that  no  more  prisoners  of  war  be 
forwarded  to  City  Point  till  further  orders. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


nEAD(0UARTERS    DErAUTMKNT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  13,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  Will  you  please  send  to  uie  the  paroles  referred  to  in  the 
inclosed  communication*  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  return  to  me  the  communica- 
tion itself.  I'aroles  taken  and  i;i\:eii  prior  to  the  2L'd  day  of  May  last, 
if  properly  authenticated,  will  be  counted  in  exchange,  that  date  being 
after  serving  of  the  same  upon  ;Mr.  Ould.  Have  you  not  also  some 
paroles,  taken  by  Stoneman  and  Kilpatrick  in  Virginia,  and  by  Grier- 
son  in  Mississippi,  juevious  to  the  -I'd  of  May?  Please  send  to  me  all 
such,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  arrange  them.  I  wish  in  my  next  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Ould  in  a  few  days  to  close  up  this  whole  matter  of 
paroles. 

I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  for  information  concerning  Tyrant's  cap- 
tures. Did  he  parole  both  officers  and  men?  What  was  tbe  whole 
number  of  each  1  The  steamers  have  not  arrived  with  prisoners  of  war 
from  Fort  Delaware.  I  mean  the  second  detachment,  &c.,  estimated  at 
1,S00.  They  returned  from  City  Point  last  Monday  and  proceeded  to 
Fort  Delaware,  intending  to  return  immediately.  I  am  going  North  in 
a  few  days  and  desire  to  close  up,  as  far  as  possible,  exchanges  before  I 
leave,  if  I  had  information  about  the  paroles  made  at  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  I  would  (itt'set  against  them  immediately  the  deliveries  made  at 
City  Point,  and  thus  clean  out  Camp  Parole.  Can  you  not  hasten  the 
matter.'     Please  reply  by  return  mail. 

[  am,  ^erv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
JJcutvnant-CoioHii  and  Aijent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


rTKAmn'.vuTERS  Depaetment  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  lo,  1863. 
<'"1.  ^^'lL^,IA^t  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners : 

<_'olo.\el:  I  Iiave  found  here  the  list  of  Yazoo  City  captures  about 
which  1  wrote  tn  vdu  this  morning.     I  think  lean  use  them  in  exchange. 
Yours,  respccrfullv, 

WM.   H.  LT'DLOW, 
LicutiuaiLl-Coliiiirl  and  Ai/ent  J'or   Fdcliiinye  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison,  Alton,  111,  July  13,  1863. 
Col.  "\V.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners : 

CoLnxEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  seventy-nine  prisoners  of 
war,  including  four  coranussioncd  otticers,  were  received  here  yesterday 
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from  Memphis.  Tenn.  Eolls  of  these  mea  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  prepared.  We  have  now  in  this  prison  about  1,500  prisoners, 
a  number  far  too  great  for  comfortable  accommodation  during  the  warm 
weather.  In  reference  to  tins  snl)ject  the  following  is  an  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  medical  inspector  who  inspected  this  prison  on  the  l.'9th 
of  May  last : 

That  the  capacity  of  the  prison  lie  ccinsiilered  as  not  greater  than  1,000  ami  that 
not  more  than  that  nnniber  be  contineil  at  one  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  HENDRICKSON. 
Major   Third  Infantry,  Commandant  of  Prison. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmond,  -Jxli/  1'-!,  ISiJo. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  II.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchanf/e: 

Sir:  I  have  declared  exchanged  Lieutenant-Geueral  Pemberton; 
jMajor-CTenerals  Forney,  ^I.  L.  Smith,  and  Bowen;  Brigadier-Cyeiierals 
Barton.  Lee,  Gumming,  Moore,  Hcbert,  Baldwin,  Vaughn,  and  Shoup; 
Colonels  Reynolds,  Waul,  and  Cockrell,  and  Brigadier-General  Harris, 
of  the  Missouri  militia,  all  of  whom  were  recently  captured  and  paroled 
at  Vicksburg.  You  cau  take  the  equivalents  out  of  the  otticers  cap- 
tured and  paroled  by  us  at  Chancellorsville,  or  fi-om  privates,  as  you 
prefer. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

i;0.  OULD, 
Aijint  of  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  A:merica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Juli/  13,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchnmge: 

Sir:  Your  cominunicatioii  of  the  7th  instant  in  relation  to  stripping 
prisoners  of  tlieir  Idiinkets,  clothing,  &c.,  has  l)een  appropriately 
referred.     When  the  report  is  made  1  will  furnish  you  with  it. 

In  the  meantime  allow  me  to  say  that  the  complaint  comes  with  very 
poor  grace  from  your  side.  Confederate  soldiers.  East  and  West,  have 
not  only  been  "stripped"'  of  their  clothing,  but  have  been  robbed  of 
the  articles  which  tliey  were  invited  to  purchase. 

As  to  the  lirst  ])oint,  see  the  correspondence  between  General 
Churchill  and  Colonel  Hotlman:  and  as  to  the  latter,  ask  any  honest 
official  around  you  who  may  he  familiar  with  the  doings  of  your  pro- 
vost guard  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Your  peojile  do  worse  than  rob  <"onfederate  soldiers  ot'  their  needful 
clothing.  You  take  away  their  health  and  strength.  You  yourself  see 
the  living  wrecks  that  come  from  Fort  Delaware— men  who  went  into 
that  cruel  keep,  hale  and  robust,  men  inured  to  almost  every  form  of 
hardship  and  proof  against  everything  except  the  regimen  of  that  hor- 
rible prison. 

General  Bragg  has  already  responded  to  the  charges  against  him. 
You  certainly  must  iiave  forgotten  his  answer  to  the  very  complaint 
you  now  make. 

He  stated  that  his  course  was  in  retaliation  for  the  course  pursued 
by  your  troops  and  people  in   forcibly  taking  away  from  Confederate 
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soldiers  not  only  necessary  articles  of  clothing,  but  little  tokens  of 
afl'ection  of  no  value  to  any  person  except  the  party  who  was  robbed. 
I  commend  his  report  to  your  attention. 

In  reference  to  your  vague  j^eneralities  against  General  Bragg,  I  can 
only  say  if  you  will  give  time,  place,  and  circumstance  you  shall  have 
full  explanation.  Colonel  Kilpatrick  sallies  from  Fortress  Monroe,  the 
headquarters  of  General  Dix  and  staff,  with  orders  to  destroy  the  farm- 
ing utensils  of  our  people,  that  they  may  be  reduced  to  starvation,  and 
yon,  writing  from  the  same  place,  complain  that  "  blankets,  medicines, 
and  pocket  money''  were  taken  from  your  soldiers  at  Harpeth  Shoals! 
Under  the  circumstances,  the  climax  of  "  pocket  money''  is  refreshing. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Jtdy  13,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlo-r-,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

S[R:  I  will  furnish  you  a  list  of  all  officers  now  held  by  us  when  you 
forward  me  one  containing  the  names  of  our  nfficers  confined  in  your 
prisons.  I  have  been  asking  you  for  such  a  list,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
political  prisoners,  for  six  months.  As  yet  I  have  seen  neither.  At  one 
time  I  furnished  you  a  list  of  all  officers  whom  we  held  in  confinement. 
Brigadier-General  (Irahani  is  not  here.  None  of  the  Gettysburg 
prisoners  have  arrived.  Will  you  please  explain  the  extraordinary 
delay  in  sending  the  Fort  Delaware  prisoners  to  us?  They  have  been 
promised  time  and  again,  and  yet  are  drinking  the  poisonous  water 
that  has  sent  so  many  of  their  fellows  to  the  grave.  In  the  name  of 
that  common  humanity  to  which  we  all,  though  enemies,  belong,  I 
beseech  you  to  use  every  power  of  infiuence  you  have  to  change  the 
place  of  confinement  of  our  soldiers.  If  it  must  be  that  they  are  to  be 
kept  in  Fort  Delaware,  iny  next  earnest  entreaty  is  that  they  shall  be 
speedily  delivered  to  us.  What  ])ossible  excuse  can  there  be  for  keep- 
ing the  men  who  were  captured  at  Baker's  Creek  such  a  length  of 
time  .'  Even  witli  our  limited  means  of  transportation  we  always  have 
your  soldiers  ready  for  delivery  at  an  early  day. 
Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OTLD, 
„    ,  •  Agent  of  Exchange. 

C(")NFEnERATE    STATES    OF    AMERICA,   WAR    DEPARTMENT, 

Rich)nonil,  July  13,  1S03. 
Lieut.  Col.  Willia:\[  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  I  inform 
you  that  Capt.  Henry  |W.|  Sawyer,  First  New  .Tersey  Cavalry,  and 
Capt.  John  M.  Flinn,  Fifry-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  are  the  officers  who 
have  been  selecteil  by  lot  in  inusnauce  of  the  notice  given  to  you  in  my 
letters  of  the  L'2d  and  2Sth  of  May,  1SG3.  As  yet  no  day  has  been 
designated  for  their  execution. 

liy  the  next  Hag  of  truce  I  expect  to  send  you  a  communication  more 
fully  setting  forth  the  views  of  the  Confederate  authorities  in  relation 
to  tlie  unjust  ami  barbarous  execution  of  Captains  Corbin  and  McGraw 
and  tlic  mtM-iircs  of  retaliation  tliey  have  initiated. 
l!esptcttull\-.  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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Wab  Departjlent, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Eh'hmond,  \'a.,  July  13,  IS63. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith,  Commanding,  Ac: 

General:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo,  inclosing  copies 
of  two  letters  dated  l.'^th  ultimo,  addressed  by  you  to  Maj.  Gen.  It. 
Taylor,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  uesroes  and  their 
orticers  captured  in  arms,  has  been  received  and  submitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  say  that  a  ditt'erent  policy 
thau  that  suggested  by  you  is  recommended.  Considering  the  negroes 
as  deluded  victims,  they  should  be  received  and  treated  with  mercy 
and  returned  to  their  owners. 

A  few  examples  might  perhaps  be  made,  but  to  refuse  them  quarter 
would  only  make  them,  against  their  tendencies,  tight  desperately. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  11,  l,'^63. 
A.  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States: 

Be  assured  that,  whatever  you  may  have  heard,  the  arrest  of  McKee 
liad  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  his  political  position.  This  can  be 
luUy  aud  satisfactorily  explained.* 

J.  O.  BROAD  HEAD. 


Quaeteemaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  11,  1863. 
Capt.  Charles  A.  Reynolds, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington: 

Captain:  You  will  please  proceed  at  once  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  and 
take  charge  of  tlie  construction  of  a  depot  for  prisoners  of  war  which 
it  is  proiiosed  to  establish  there.  The  working  plans  of  the  buildings 
which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  you  will  obtain  at  the  Quartermaster- 
tieueral's  ( )ttice. 

The  plans  give  merely  the  dimensions  of  the  buildings  with  a  general 
arrangement  of  the  whole  work,  to  be  inoditied,  however,  as  the  char- 
acter of  the  ground  shall  render  necessary.  A  fence  to  surround  the 
jtrisoners'  barracks,  as  sluiwu  in  the  plan,  will  be  constructed  twelve 
feet  higli,  with  a  sentinel's  walk  all  around  ou  the  outside  four  feet  below 
the  top. 

If  it  is  fiiuud  impracticable  to  dig  wells  on  account  of  the  rock  sub 
struction  of  the  island,  an  :iriangcmeut  to  procure  wafer  from  the  river 
by  force-pumps  and  pipes  will  have  to  be  made.  In  that  event,  which 
should  be  determined  at  nnce.  a  report  and  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  should  be  immediately  forwardiMl  to  this  oilice. 

In  having  mechanics  and  laliorrrs,  ,iiid  in  purchasing  the  materials 
for  the  construction  of  this  depot,  you  will  lie  governed  by  the  strictest 
economy  consistent  with  the  completion  of  the  depot  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General. 

'  For  reply,  see  Series  I,  Vol  XXII,  Part  II,  p.  375. 
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Baltimore,  July  14,  1S63. 
Colonel  Hoffman.  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

General  Schoepf  telegraphs  me  that  lie  has  now  9,040  prisoners  of 
war  at  Fort  Delaware,  and  cannot  receive  any  more. 

KOBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  14,  1S63. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchnnge  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  I  decline  to  unite  with  you  in  your  declaration  of  the  exchange 
of  the  officers  named  by  you  iu  your  communication  of  the  13tli  instant, 
just  received,  and  who  form  a  part  of  those  captured  at  Vicksburg. 

In  violation  of  the  cartel  you  now  hold  iu  close  confinement  many  of 
our  officers,  though  their  release  was  long  ago  demanded  and  their 
equivalents  tendered  to  you.  You  even  permitted  these  equivalents 
to  be  sent  back  to  Fort  Monroe  from  City  Point.  In  this  position  of 
affairs  and  being  in  entire  ignoranre  of  what  you  i)ropose  to  do  with 
our  officers  now  in  your  hands,  1  must  decline  any  special  arrangements 
until  we  meet.  This  meeting,  with  your  consent,  will  take  place  as  soon 
as  I  shall  have  received  the  paroles  of  tlie  N'lcksburg  captures.  Please, 
therefore,  notify  the  officers  nametl  by  \ou  that  their  exchange  cannot 
be  recognized  by  our  authorities  until  the  declarations  be  united  iu 
by  me. 

In  making  arrangements  with  you  for  exchanges  of  paroles  of  offlcers 
I  shall  expect  to  exhaust  equivalents  of  equal  rank  before  we  take  up 
those  of  higher  rank. 

To  settle  all  difficulties  connected  with  exchanges  of  officers  I  again 
invite  you  to  a  return  to  the  cartel,  and  if  you  refuse  I  again  ask  you 
why  such  refusal '? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   H.  LFDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Co' onel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

P.  S. — The  declaration  of  exchange  made  by  you  on  the  -d  instant 
leaves  you  in  debt  to  me  between  ^oo  and  90<>  men.  Please  make  no 
more  declarations  until  we  meet. 


Confederate  States  of  Ameuica,  War  Department, 

liirhinontl,  I'd.,  July  11,  lSf!3. 
^tlaj.  L  FI.  CarrinCtTon: 

Sir:  You  are  herelty  appointed  a  commissioner  and  directed  to 
report  to  (ieueral  Winder,  and  under  his  supervision  to  proceed  to 
examine  such  persons  as  are  held  in  custody  iu  the  city  of  liichmond 
on  cluirges  affecting  their  inyalt\-  to  flie  Confederate  States,  making 
report  thereon  throuu'h  (leneral  Winder  to  tins  Dei)artmcnt. 

Your  obedient'servant.  JAMES  A.  SFDDOX, 

:Secretary  of  War. 

Headql'arteus  Dki'aktme.xt  of  East  Tennessee, 

Knoxville,  July  14,  1S63. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Fuspcfor  I'nncnil.  /,'icJimnnd,   Va,: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  intorni  you  that  there  are  some  Fed- 
eral prisoners  iu  this  department  w  liii,-,r  cases  present  some  important 
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questions  of  military  law  on  which  I  beg  to  ask  that  you  will  do  me  the 
favor  to  give  me  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

Some  of  the  prisoners  are  officers  in  the  Federal  army,  can^ht  within 
the  lines  of  this  department  attempting  to  enlist  recruits.  Others  are 
enlisted  men  secretly  visiting  their  homes.  All  were  at  the  time  they 
entered  the  Federal  service  citizens  of  Tennessee,  which  State  was  then 
a  member  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

The  first  i|uestion  which  suggests  itself  is,  are  they  traitors'? 

I  have  gathered  from  the  practice  of  both  Governments  during  the 
war  that  they  recognized  the  right  of  citizens  of  each  to  leave  their 
country  and  take  service  under  the  other  belligerent,  provided  this  was 
done  before  there  were  laws  of  conscrijition  or  others  of  like  character 
creating  present  military  obligations.  The  act  of  departure  and  the  tak- 
ing of  arms  seem  to  have  been  considered  as  an  initiatory  stej)  of  ex])a- 
triatioii,  giving  the  person  a  character  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  a 
foreigner  who  has  made  an  otticial  declaration  of  an  intention  to  become 
a  citizen.  The  examples  of  this  are  to  be  found  in  tlie  case  of  citizens 
of  Maryland  and  Delaware  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  of  citizens 
of  many  of  the  Southern  States  now  in  the  Federal  Army.  How  far  the 
doctrine  intimated  in  some  of  the  books  on  public  hiw.  that  in  civil  wars 
time  is  given  to  all  citizens  to  choose  the  dag  they  will  supi)ort,  has  any 
bearing  on  the  case,  is  a  question  I  merely  suggest  without  meaning  to 
express  an  opinion. 

If  the  prisoners  are  not  traitors,  are  they  spies  ? 

As  a  general  rule,  the  armed  citizens  of  one  belliuerent  can  otl'er  no 
excuse  or  justification  for  being  within  the  territory  of  the  other  except 
for  battle.  If  caught  it  seems  that  they  are  liable  to  other  treatment 
than  that  which  is  extended  to  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  the  field. 
General  Buriiside,  coiumaiMiing  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  has 
declared  that  by  the  laws  oi  nations  they  are  spies,  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  he  has  lately  caused  two  such  persons  to  be  hansjed.  It 
is  suggested  by  some  that  a  soldier  cannot  be  deemed  a  spy  without  lie 
be  captured  within  the  actual  lines  of  tlie  army.  Bv  others  it  is  main- 
tained that  this  view  is  too  narrow,  and  that  a  soldier  caught  witliin  the 
territory  occupied  and  held  by  the  enemy  cannot  defend  against  the 
charge  of  being  a  spy,  except  by  showing  that  he  was  tliere  for  the  pur- 
pose ot  giving  battle.  It  is  said  tliat  an  exploration  of  the  territory  of 
an  enemy  is  as  criminal  in  point  of  militarv  law  as  an  entry  within  the 
camplinesof  an  army,  and  stauqis  tlie  olfeiiders  with  a  similar  character. 
Section  2  of  the  101st  Article  of  War  designates  tliose  persons  not 
citizens  ot  the  Confederacy  who  shall  be  found  lurking  in  and  about 
the  fortifications  and  encampment  of  the  Confederate  Army  as  spies 
From  this  it  might  be  inferred  that  Congress  did  not  deem  those 
persons  spies  who  entered  our  territory  without  thev  should  be  found 
111  proximity  to  our  armies.  It  seems  also  to  attiriii  that  a  citizen 
cannot  be  a  spy,  the  lesser  military  crime  being  merged  into  the  graver 
one  of  treason.  The  same  article  of  war  is  to  be  found  in  the  Federal 
code,  yet  judging  from  the  order  of  General  lUiriisiilc  he  seems  to 
have  a  different  view  from  that  suggested  above  ot  what  by  militarv 
law  constitutes  a  si)y. 

If  the  prisoners  be  considered  spies,  by  what  tribunal  are  thev  to  be 
tried  f  '' 

I  presume  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule,  applicable  to  public  as 
well  as  to  domestic  criminal  law.  that  there  cannot  be  two  dillerent 
tribunals  or  courts  having  <'oucurreut  jurisdiction  ot  the  same  otfense. 
General  Bragg  has  ordered  spies  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial. 
General   Kosecrans   ordered   Maj.    Orton   Williams    to   be  tried  by  a 
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"drumhead"  court-martial,  and  by  that  anomalous  tribunal  the 
prisoner  was  hanged.  There  are  instances  familiar  to  you  in  military 
history  in  which  spies  have  been  tried  by  a  special  commission  ordered 
by  the  commander  of  an  army.  But  it  is  said  that  even  if  such  a  court 
as  a  special  commission  be  recognized  by  the  usage  of  war  it  can  only 
sit  in  a  foreign  country  occupied  by  an  army.  This  proceeds  upon  the 
assumption  that  at  hume  there  can  be  no  adjudication  except  by  the 
legally  established  tribunals  of  the  land. 

The  article  of  war  above  referred  to  confers  jurisdiction  upon  courts- 
martial  to  try  a  certain  class  of  spies,  that  is,  those  persons  of  foreign 
birth  or  service  found  lurking  in  and  about  the  fortifications  or 
encampments  of  the  Confederate  Army.  The  words  "according  to 
the  law  and  usage  of  nations''  seem  to  refer  to  the  kind  of  punish- 
ment to  be  inflicted  and  not  to  the  tribunal  to  try.  Express  delegation 
of  power  to  try  only  one  class  or  kind  has  suggested  a  doubt  whether 
courts-martial  which  have  no  implied  power,  and  derive  their  existence 
in  this  country  at  least  entirely  from  the  letter  of  the  law  creating 
them,  have  any  jurisdiction  over  other  classes  of  spies  in  the  absence 
of  direct  authority. 

You  will  allow  me  to  recapitulate  the  questions: 

First.  Are  tlie  prisoners  either  traitors  or  spies'' 

Second.  If  spies,  by  what  court  are  they  to  be  tried? 

Third.  If  neither,  what  disposition  shall  I  make  of  them? 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  at  some  length  the  doubts  in 
my  mind,  so  that  by  perceiving  the  points  on  which  I  need  instruction 
yon  can  easily  see  the  character  of  the  information  to  be  given. 

Trusting  that  the  anxiety  I  exhibit  to  act  advisedly  and  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  my  Government  in  a  matter 
affecting  its  relations  with  the  enemy  will  be  received  by  you  as  an 
apology  for  the  communication  I  have  written, 

I  remain,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BLTCKXER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington.  Juhj  15,  1863. 
Colonel  Ludlow, 

Agent  fur  Exchange  of  Pri.so)iers  of  War  : 
The  President  directs  that  you  immediately  place  General  W.  H.  F. 
Lee  and  another  officer  selected  by  you  not  below  the  rank  of  captain, 
prisoners  of  war,  in  close  confinement  and  under  strong  guard,  and 
that  you  notify  Mr.  K.  Ould,  Confederate  agent  for  exchange  of  pris- 
oners of  war,  that  if  (Japt.  H.  W.  Sawyer,  First  New  Jersey  V^olunteer 
Cavalry,  and  Capt.  John  ^I.  Flinn,  Fifty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  or  any 
other  officers  or  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  not  guilty  of 
crimes  punishable  with  death  by  the  laws  of  war,  shall  be  executed  by 
the  enemy,  the  aforementioned  prisoners  will  be  immediately  hung  in 
retaliation.  It  is  also  directed  that  immediately  on  receiving  official 
or  other  authentic  information  of  the  execution  of  Captain  Sawyer  and 
Captain  Flinn,  you  will  proceetl  to  hang  General  Lee  and  the  other 
rebel  officer  designated  as  hereinabove  ilirected,  and  that  you  notify 
Robert  Ould,  esi].,  of  said  proceeding,  and  assure  him  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United"  States  will  proceed  to  retaliate  for  every  similar 
barbarous  violation  of  the  laws  of  civilized  war. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, 
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Offick  Commissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Geu.  A.  Schoepf, 

Commanding  Fort  Delairare,  Del.  : 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  you  will  please 
order  to  the  depot  on  Johnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  under  a 
suitable  guard,  the  rebel  officers  now  held  at  Fort  Delaware  as  prison- 
ers of  war.  A  roll  of  them  has  just  been  received  at  this  office,  and  it 
will  only  be  necessary  to  report  here  the  names  of  those  who  are  not 
sent,  or  may  have  been  otherwise  disposed  of.  Please  notify  the 
commanding  officer  at  Johnson's  Island  of  the  day  of  their  departure. 
You  will  also  please  order  the  sick  and  wounded  who  cannot  be  con- 
veniently provided  for  in  your  hospital  to  the  general  hospital  at 
Chester,  Pa.,  which  has  been  designated  by  the  Surgeon-General  for 
their  reception. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  15,  ISO'3. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Hammond, 

Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  until  the  hospital  for 
prisoners  of  war  is  erected  at  Fort  Delaware  the  sick  and  wounded  who 
are  now  there  and  cannot  be  conveniently  provided  for  be  transferred 
to  the  nearest  hospital  where  they  can  be  received.  Will  you  please 
designate  the  hospital  to  which  they  may  be  sent  and  give  the  necessary 
instructions  for  their  reception  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Com:missary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  £>.  C,  July  15,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  is.just  received,  and  in  part 
I  have  replied  to  it  by  telegram.  The  roll  of  paroled  prisoners  to  which 
Mr.  Fox  refers  as  having  been  sent  to  me  was  forwarded  to  you  in  uiy 
letter  of  the  l.'6th  ultimo.  Before  delivering  you  my  letter  of  the  L'Oth 
May,  inclosing  orders  on  the  suliject  of  ]iaroles,  1  consulted  the  ( leneral- 
in-Chief  as  to  the  application  of  these  orders,  and  he  decided  that  paroles 
then  existing  given  since  the  i>ublLcation  of  General  Orders,  No.  4'J,  in 
violation  of  its  provisions,  should  not  be  recognized  except  under  some 
peculiar  circumstances.  (See  my  letter  of  the  ilth  of  June.)  I  inclose 
herewith  the  list  (tf  men  captured  and  paroled  by  General  Stoneman's 
command,  referred  to  in  that  letter.  I  understand  your  letter  to  cover 
a  little  wider  ground;  that  is,  all  paroles  taken  or  given  before  the  I'l'd 
May,  properly  authenticated,  will  be  recognized  for  exchange.  The 
roll  of  paroled  rebels  received  from  the  Navy  Department  and  that  from 
General  Stouemau  are  the  only  rolls  of  the  kind  I  have  received. 
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I  forward  by  this  mail  three  lists  of  Federal  troops  captured  and 
paroled  in  March  and  April.  As  soon  as  General  Grant's  report  is 
received  at  the  War  Department  I  will  give  you  the  particulars  as  to 
numbers,  &c.  The  prisoners  of  war  are  still  held  at  Fort  Delaware 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  We  have,  I  think,  only  12,000  to 
15,000  men  to  be  exchanged  and  we  hold  near  30,000  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAif, 
Colonel  Third  Lnfantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Furt  Monroe,  July  Jo,  1863. 
Hon,  E,  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  Vt'ar : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  letter  to  Mr.  Ould, 
As  the  correspondence  between  Davis  and  Stephens,  published  in  the 
inclosed*  paper,  contains  gross  misstatements,  would  it  uot  be  well  to 
have  my  letter  to  Mr.  Ould  published  as  a  corrective '? 

A  copy  of  the  commuuicatiou  aud  protest  of  the  lith  June  referred 
to  was  sent  to  you, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  II,  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  far  Exehanye  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  15,  1S63. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould, 

Agent  for  E.ccltange  of  Prisonerx: 
Sir:  In  the  letter  of  July  S  (jf  the  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  to 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  giviug  a  report  of  his  mission,  appears  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

The  reasons  assisned  for  the  refusal  by  the  United  St.ates  Secretary  of  War,  to 
wit,  that  "the  customary  agents  and  i  hauuels  are  cousidered  adequate  for  all  need- 
ful military  communication  and  conferences,"  to  one  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
seems  not  only  unsatisfactory,  but  very  sini^ular  and  unaccountable;  for  it  is  cer- 
tainly known  to  him  that  those  very  a!;ents  to  whom  he  evidently  alludes,  heretofore 
a^jrecd  upon  in  a  former  conference  in  reference  to  the  excliange  of  prisoners  (one 
of  the  subjects  embraced  in  your  letter  to  me  '.  are  miw  and  have  been  for  some  time 
distinctly  at  issue  uu  several  impoitaiit  ]ioints.  Thr  existinj;  cartel,  owing  to  these 
disagreements,  is  virtually  auapeudcd  so  lar  as  the  cxchauge  of  officers  on  either 
side  is  concerned. 

As  in  this  statement  Mr.  Stepheu.s  appears  to  be  unacquainted  with 
the  facts,  may  I  a.^k  you  will  inform  him  that  exchanges  of  prisoners 
of  war  aud  the  .settlemenr  of  the  iiitiicate  and  troublesome  ((uestious 
connected  iherewith  were  bein^  proceeded  with  successfully  by  us 
until  the  issue  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Hon.  .lelferson  Davis  ou  the 
L';id  of  Decemljer  last,  which,  in  uross  violati(ju  of  the  cartel,  reserved 
for  execution  certain  of  onr  captiued  oilicers  aud  men. 

Will  you  also  please  intoiiu  Mr.  Ste|)hens  that  in  your  aiul  my 
anxious  desire  to  alleviate  tlie  iKJrrors  of  war,  the  proclamation  after  a 
little  delay  was  ignored  and  exchanges  of  orticers  were  resumed? 

*  Paper  nut  found,  but  see  Davi~  to  St.  phcu.-,.  .1  uly  2,  aud  Stephens  to  Davis,  July 
8,  pp.  7-i,  94, 
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That  the  exchanges  were  again  iuterrupted  in  May  last  by  the  opera- 
tion of  an  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  which  was  another  gross 
violation  of  the  cartel  and  the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  and  which  con- 
signed to  execution  and  other  punishments  certain  of  our  captured 
officers  and  men.  Will  you  please  furnish  Mr.  Stephens  with  a  copy  of 
my  communication  to  you  and  protest  of  lith  of  June  last  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  also  iniorm  him  that  under  that  act  of  (Joufederate  Congress 
your  authorities  now  retain  in  close  contiuemeut  large  numbers  of  our 
officers,  though  their  release  has  been  demanded  and  equivalents  iu 
your  officers  tendered,  which  equivalents  have  been  sent  back  to  Fort 
Monroe  from  City  Point? 

Please  also  inform  him  that  I  have  again  and  again  invited  your 
authorities  to  a  return  to  the  cartel  in  exchange  of  officers,  and  that 
such  invitation  has  not  been  responded  to. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  with  ;i  statement  of  ihese  plain  facts  so 
well  known  to  you  and  to  me,  Mr.  Steiiliens  will  readily  see  that  your 
authorities  are  alone  at  fault,  and  that  he  will  in  the  humane  spirit 
with  which  he  entered  on  his  mission  earnestly  recommend  tiie  ignor- 
ing or  repeal  of  the  act  of  your  Congress,  which  is  such  a  clear  viola- 
tion of  the  cartel,  and  a  ft'uitful — 1  may  say  only — source  of  the 
practical  difficulties  now  surrounding  the  exchange  of  otHcers. 

I  have  indulged  the  hope  that  the  magnanimous  treatment  of  your 
officers  captured  at  Vicksburg,  and  their  release  ujioii  parole,  would 
have  prompted  the  immediate  release  on  parole  of  all  our  officers  held 
by  you. 

That  hope  I  have  not  abandoned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.M.  II.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  ami  Agent  for  Exehange  <>/  Vrhunera. 


Headquarters  Departmext  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  15,  lSi/3. 
Col.  WiLLiA^r  noFFMAN,  Conimi.saari/- General  of  Pri-wner-s : 

Colonel:  I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  receipt.  ^ly  instructions  to 
Captain  Fillebrown,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  came  on  in  charge 
of  prisoners  of  war  from  the  West,  were  to  distribute  the  money  and 
valuables  to  the  prisoners  themselves,  taking  their  receipt  therefor, 
before  delivering  them  at  City  Point. 

I  see  a  statement  in  the  Uichmond  jiaiiers  that  these  [nickages  con- 
tained counterfeit  Confederate  money  instead  of  the  real  money  which 
was  taken  from  the  piisouers  at  Alton.     The  matter  has  not  yet  been 
brought  officially  to  my  notice,  thougli  F  suppose  it  soon  will  be. 
1  am,  Very  iespectfull\-.  vour  obedient  servant, 

W'M.   11.   LCDLOW. 
Licuttiiant-Cdlonel  (Diil   A'jeiit  fur  L'xrltainje  cf  L'rhsoners. 

thi,lu,U,C-.| 

City  Puint,  Va.,  June  S.  ISfi.i. 
Received  of  Capr.  IT.  C.  Fillebrown,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.S. 
Volunteers,  forty-nine  inickaues  ciuitainini;-  monev  and  valuables. 

.1.  H.'  TUOMP.SON, 
Captain,  Coinmandimj  at   City  i'oint. 
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Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  15, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ^Secretary  of  War: 

Vallaadigbaiu  arrived  at  the  Clifton  House  to-day.  He  issued  an 
address  to  Democracy  of  Ohio.  Attempt  was  made  to  telegraph  it  to 
Chicago  Times,  but  I  thought  proper  to  refuse  it.  The  address 
commences  as  follows : 

Arrested  and  confined  for  three  weeks  in  I'nited  States  as  a  prisoner  of  state; 
banished  thence  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  thence  held  as  an  alien  enemy  and 
prisoner  of  war  on  parole,  fairly  and  honorably  dealt  with  and  j^iven  leave  to  depart — 
an  act  possible  only  by  rnnning  the  blocliailB — I  found  myself  tirst  a  free  man  when 
on  British  soil,  and  to-day  under  protection  of  the  British  flag.  I  am  here  to  enjoy, 
and  in  heart  to  exercise,  the  privilejjes  and  rights  which  usurpers  insolently  deny  me 
at  home.  The  shallow  contrivance  of  the  weak  despots  at  Washington  and  their 
advisers  have  been  defeated.  Nay,  it  has  been  turned  against  them,  and  I,  who  for 
two  j-ears  was  maligned  as  in  secret  lea!j;ue  with  the  Confederates,  having  refused 
when  in  their  midst,  under  circumstances  the  most  favorable,  either  to  identify  my- 
self with  theix  cause,  or  even  so  much  as  to  remain,  preferring  rather  exile  in  a  foreign 
land,  &C. 

A.  STAGER. 


[July  15,  1803. — For  Davis  to  Johnston,  stating  purpose  to  "insist 
on  immediate  discharge"  of  Vicksburg  paroled  prisoners  and  their 
return  to  duty,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIV,  Part  I,  p.  202.] 


Office  Cojijiissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  16,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  KJELTON, 

Asst.  Afljt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  tlie  General-in-Chief,  I  have  selected  by  lot  one  of  the  captains 
held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  to  be  placed  in  close 
continement.  The  lot  fell  upon  Capt.  E.  H.  Tyler,  Eighth  Virginia 
Infantry,  and  I  have  communicated  to  General  Martindale  the  general's 
orders  to  place  him  in  close  continement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  I).  C,  July  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox, 

Commanding,  Indianapolis,  Ind. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract*  from  a  report  by 
a  medical  inspector  im  the  condition  of  the  hospital  at  Camp  Morton, 
and  I  i-espei'tfully  lenuest  you  will  give  such  orders  as  will  insure  a 
better  condition  of  the  hospital  and  camp,  so  far  as  any  improvement 
is  practicable.  When  Camp  Morton  was  tirst  occupied  by  prisoners  of 
war  an  extension  to  the  city  hospital  was  constructed  for  their  benefit 
capable  of  receiving  300  patients,  and  as  nothing  is  said  about  it  in 
this  report  I  am  led  to  believe  tiiat  it  has  Ijeen  appropriated  to  other 
uses.     Will  you  please  inform  me  on  this  point;  and  unless  there  is 
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some  sufficieat  obstacle  in  the  way.  have  the  building  used  for  the 
purpose  tor  which  it  was  erected. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wasliinijton,  D.  C,  July  16,  1S63. 
Maj.  T.  Hendrickson, 

Commanding  Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.: 
Major:  Your  two  letters  of  the  11th  instant  have  been  received. 
The  citizen  prisoners  captured  in  Tensas  Parish,  La.,  referred  to  in  one 
of  these  letters,  will  be  placed  on  the  lists  for  exchange,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  clothing  for  the  destitute  female  prisoners  mentioned  in  the 
other  letter  will  be  paid  for  out  of  the  prison  fund.  All  expenditures 
for  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  [)risoners  and  not  otherwise 
provided  for  will  be  purchased  aiul  paid  for  out  of  that  fund. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

w.  hoffma:n^. 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headviuarters  District  of  North  Alabama, 

July  10,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Commanding  District  of  Corinth : 
General  :  I  am  instructed  by  Colonel  Roddey  to  inform  you  that  he 
is  now  prepared  to  exchange  for  the  men  of  Colonel  Forrest's  regiment 
captured  by  y(jur  forces  a  few  days  ago.  Captain  Spencer  thought 
there  were  about  forty.  If  you  are  willing  to  make  the  exchange  please 
send  list  of  prisoners  you  have  on  hand  and  suggest  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting,  so  that  the  time  is  not  less  than  five  days  from  this  date. 

The  colonel  is  very  anxious  that  men  of  his  command  be  retained  by 
you  for  exchange,  so  as  to  save  the  traveling  so  far  around,  especially 
those  who  are  feeble  and  unable  to  travel.  He  furthermore  is  willing 
to  return  the  favor  whenever  practicable. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

f.  :.r.  wiNDES, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genrral, 


Secessioxville,  July  p;,  isns. 
Captain  ZST ance: 

Thirteen  prisoners  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts,  black.  Wliat  sliall  I 
do  with  them?  They  say  that  tiiere  are  eight  regiments  on  the  lower 
part  of  Legart-'s  plantation,  sis  white,  two  bhxck.  The  black  regiments 
are  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  and  Second  South  Caroliiui.  ilont- 
gomery  commands  on  James  Island.  Gillmore's  headquarters  are  at 
Campbell's  house  on  Folly  Island.  He  has  promised  his  troops  to  be 
in  Charleston  on  Sunday  next.  There  are  15.000  troops  in  his  com- 
mand, of  which  two  regiments  are  left  at  Beaufort,  the  balance  before 
Charleston.     Two  of  the  prisoners  are  refugee  slaves,  the  balance  free. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Mil.  Dist.  op  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Chcj-lextun,  July  Hi,  1S63. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

Tlie  ueyroes  have  beeu  ordered  seut  to  the  city  tomorrow  under  a 
strong;-  guard,  without  their  uuiform. 
in  the  abseuce  aud  by  cooimand  of  Briyadier-General  Eiplev: 

VVM.  F.  NANCE, 
\  .  Asni>itant  Adjutant- General. 


CilAULEsTON,  S.  G.,  July  16,  1S63. 
General  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of  staff: 

General:  It  ha.s  beeu  suggested  by  my  brother,  >Ir.  D.  W.  Branch, 
that  the  difficulty  of  holding  that  portion  of  Morris  Island  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy  (after  we  sliall  have  retaken  it)  might  be 
gotten  over  by  establishing  a  camp  there  for  iiolding  under  heavy 
guard  all  Yankee  prisoners,  officers  and  privates,  until  it  can  be 
strongly  fortified. 
These  prisoners  to  be  exposed  during  our  operations. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  BRANCH. 


Surgeon  General's  Office, 

Wuskinf/ton,  July  IT.  1S63. 
Col.  WILLIA3I  Hoffman,  Comniistiary-acneral  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  approved  of  a  suggestion  made  by 
the  Surgeon-General  that  such  of  tiie  rebel  wounded  as  are  able  to 
travel  be  seut  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  rebel  States,  and  has  directed 
the  Surgeon-General  to  consult  with  you  on  the  subject.  Ynu  are 
res])ectfully  requested  to  give  your  views  and  suggestions  on  this 
subject. 
By  order  of  the  Surgeon-General : 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.(OS.  U.  SMITH, 

SuDji.ou,  i'.  S.  Army. 


Office  Commissary-! '.eneral  up  Prisoners. 

W'xshiiiijtoii.  J>.  C,  July  17,  1S>:3. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Hammond. 

Suryeon-Geueral  C.  S.  Arnui,  ^Vasliiiujtun,  D.  C: 
General:  In  re])ly  to  your  lettti-  of  this  morning  in  reference  to 
sending  wounded  rebel  iirisonris  to  the  rebel  States,  I  have  the  honor 
to  advise  you  that  at  this  time,  by  dircrtion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  no 
prisoners  of  war  are  being  deliverfd.  antl  wlien  deliveries  are  made  it 
must  be  done  at  the  plares  named  in  tlie  cartel.  I  will  inform  you  when 
the  delivering  of  prisoners  is  resumed,  and  from  that  time  it  will  prob- 
ably be  most  conveuient  inv  the  eonx'alescents  to  be  sent  from  hos- 
pitals from  time  to  time  to  Fort  Dekiware,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first 
opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third   lufinlri/  mid   Cniainissary-Generul  if  I'risuuers. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,   Va..  July  17,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  In  my  coiimiunication  to  ymi  of  the  L3th  instant,  declaring-  tlie 
exchange  of  certain  officers  who  had  been  captured  and  paroled  at 
Vicksburg,  I  only  did  what  you  yourself  have  tVequently  done.  On  at 
least  one  occasion  you  went  further  than  I  presumed  to  go.  You 
declared  your  men  exchanged  when  you  had  no  equivalents  to  offer. 
You  say  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  that  you  decline  to  unite  with 
me  in  my  declaration,  and  request  me  to  notify  the  officers  that  theu' 
exchange  cannot  be  recognized.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fifth 
article  of  the  cartel,  which  provides  that  "each  party,  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  prisoners  of  the  other  party,  is  authorized  to  discharge  an 
equal  number  of  their  own  cfficersor  men  from  parole."'  I  have  exer- 
cised a  clear  right  under  the  cartel— one  that  you  have  exercised  over 
and  over  again.  I  have  already  delivered  to  you  the  equivalents  of 
these  officers,  which  equivalents  you  may  declare  exchanged. 

My  right  to  declare  these  otticers  exchanged  does  not  depend  upon 
your  assent.  After  I  have  given  you  equivalents  their  exchange  is  per- 
fected by  my  declaration,  whether  you  decline  to  unite  with  me  or  not. 
I  shall  not,  therefore,  give  the  notice  which  you  request. 

Theofticers  referred  to  are  already  rightfully  and  properlv  exchanged. 
The  right  to  declare  officers  and  men  exchanged,  where  e(|uivalents 
have  been  delivered,  is  one  that  I  cannot  yield,  and  I  am  unwilliui;-  to 
bind  myself  by  an  agreement  not  to  exercise  that  right  ••  untifwe 
meet." 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OITLD, 
Agent  of  Exchnnge. 

Charle.ston,  S.  C,  .Tuhi  17,  1863 — '/  p.  in. 
S.  Coofer,  Adjutant  and  Enspcctor  General,  RieJnnond,  Va.: 

Enemy  still  actively  constructing  batteries  on  Morris  Island.  Since 
our  reconnaissance  of  yesterday  he  has  evacuated  James  Island,  con- 
centrating his  forces  on  Little  Folly  and  Morris  Islands.  His  loss  yes- 
terday was  about  forty  negroes  killed  and  fourteen  prisoners:  several 
of  latter  claim  to  be  free,  from  Massachusetts.  Shall  they  be  turned 
over  to  State  authorities  with  the  other  negroes? 

<;.  T.  BEALTREGARD. 


nEADi,>TTARTER.S    DEPARTMENT    iiF    TIIK    TENNESSKE. 

\'ii-knl»tr<i,  .][iss..  .Itihj  ;^,  isi;:;. 
Maj.  Gen.  .L  B.  McPherson, 

CommaniJing  Serenteenth   Army   Corps: 
(rF.NERAL:  \'ou  will  take  immediate  diai-ge  of  transporting  to  the 
steamer  and  embarking  of  the  Confederate  sick  and  w(iun<le(l  tbr  New 
Orleans  or  other  points  to  which  they  are  to  he  transported  by  water. 
Make  requisitions   on    Lieutenant-Colonel    r.ingham,  chief  ipuirter- 
master,    for   river    transportation    and  for  such    land    transportation, 
ambulances,  ,.^-c.,  as  you  may  require,  and  for  nu-dical  and  commissary 
supplies  on  the  medical  director  and  chief  commissary  of  the  depart- 
ment.    You  will  see  that  this  order  is  promptly  executed. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  C  S.  Grant: 

JNO.  A.   KAWLINS, 

Assistant  Ailjutant-deneral. 
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BALTraoBE,  July  18,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commismry- General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  Will  you  please  ascertain  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  about  the  delivery  of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  at  City  Point? 
I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  such  prisoners  are  put  in  the  field 
without  having  been  properly  exchanged,  and  I  fear  thatunless  deliver- 
ies continue  no  more  of  our  men  will  be  delivered.  If  it  is  intended  to 
go  on  with  deliveries  please  direct  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pelouze,  assist- 
ant adjutant  general,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  at  Fort  Monroe,  to  send 
^lajor  Mulford  with  the  tiag  of  truce  boat  Xew  i'ork  to  Fort  Delaware 
for  the  prisoners.  Please  notify  ine  l)y  telegram  directed  to  me  at  20 
Amity  place.  New  York,  what  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is. 
All  communications  so  directed  will  reach  me  at  the  above-named 
address  until  the  i-'oth  instant.  After  that  date  I  shall  be  at  West 
Point.  Please  keep  me  informed  of  matters  relating  to  prisoners  by 
telegTaph  or  letter.  If  I  am  needed  at  Fort  ^loiiroe  I  will  at  any  time 
immediately  proceed  there  to  attend  to  the  business  requiring  my  atten- 
tion, without  any  reference  to  my  leave  of  absence.  Please  answer  the 
receipt  of  this.  I  go  to  Xew  York  to-day. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Ejcchanfje  of  Prisoners. 

P.  S. — If  objections  be  made  to  sending  the  fresh  captures  the  old 
ones  already  enrolled  and  waiting  transportation  might  be  sent.  There 
are  about  l.SOO  of  them. 

W.  H.  L. 


Wau  Department.  Washiniiton,  July  is,  1^63. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

SiK :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  I  proceeded  to  the  prison 
ship  ott'  Alexandria  and  examined  the  prisoners  therein  as  directed, 
and  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follDWS:  I  examined  fully  seven  of  the 
prisoners,  wlio  were  the  petitioners  or  leaders,  separate  and  apart,  and 
twenty-seven  others  en  masse.  The  seven  leaders  swore  that  they  were 
from  Loudoun  County,  Va..  taken  about  the  21st  of  June,  ultimo,  and 
carried  to  (xenerals  .Meade's  and  Pleasonton's  headquarters:  thence  to 
the  ])rison  ship,  as  they  supposed,  by  order  of  General  Patrick.  They 
severally  swore  tliat  they  had  never  given  any  aid  or  information  to  the 
rebels,  but  had  fed  them  Just  as  they  had  fed  the  Liiion  soldiers.  They 
alsosworeempliatically  that  they  would  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  L'nited  States  because  they  were  citizens  of  Virginia  and  owed  their 
allegiance  to  that  State,  and  that  they  sympathized  with  the  South,  but 
if  Virginia  went  bade  int'i  the  Union  then  they  would  willingly  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Ignited  States.  Tliey  all  swore  tbat  they 
would  willingly  give  tlieir  parole  under  oath  not  to  aid.  comfort,  or  give 
intbrmatioii  to  the  rebels.  These  seven  leading  men  swore  substan- 
tially the  same,  evidently  by  consent,  and  they  said  the  other  twenty- 
seven  men.  all  tVom  Loudoun  County.  Va.,  and  vicinity,  and  taken  at  the 
same  time,  would  swear  the  same.  I  then  examined  the  twenty-seven 
other  men  en  masse,  but  interrogated  each  separately,  each  saying  he 
had  never  given  aid  to  the  rebels,  each  positively  refusing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  each  willing  to  give  his  sworn  parole  not  to  aid, 
comfort,  or  give  information  to  the  rebels  unless  conscripted  into  the 
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rebel  army.  The  seven  leaders  are  intelligent,  educated  men — three 
physicians  and  one  teacher,  the  others  their  blind  followers.  Two  men 
John  Dunlane  and  Richard  Wilson,  said  they  would  heartily  talve  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  had  never  aided  the  rebellion,  but  both  were 
arrested  as  spies.  Three  men,  Patrick  Wallace,  John  McGrane,  and 
I>ank  Barry,  were  British  subjects,  and  are  willing  to  swear  not  to  aid 
the  rebellion,  and  that  they  never  have.  The  prison  ship  has  been 
ordered  by  (General  Patrick  to  Washington  to-morrow,  and  at  10  o'clock 
to  deliver  the  prisoners  to  Captain  Todd,  and  I  await  your  orders  to 
execute  at  that  hour,  when  the  ship  arrives  at  Sixth  Street  Wharf.  I 
discharged  no  prisoners,  as  your  orders  could  better  be  executed  here 
to-morrow  a.  m.  than  at  Alexandria  at  8  p.  m.  this  day.  I  have  the 
names  of  all  the  prisoners. 
Eespectfally  submitted. 

L.  C.  TURNER, 

■I  Hilge- Advocate. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  July  IS.  1SI}-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Lvb-low,  Agent  of  ExclKouie: 

Sir:  I  return  the  inclosed  unsigned  communication,*  not  knowing 
whether  it  was  written  by  you  or  intended  to  rejiresent  your  views.  I 
am  sustained  in  that  doubt,  not  only  by  the  fact  that  the  paper  is  with 
out  your  signature,  but  by  the  extraordinary  nature  of  some  of  the 
paragraphs.  If  it  really  does  embody  your  views  you  can  send  it  to 
me  with  your  signature. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OCLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

UichnioniL  Julg  18,  is/;:-;. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  II.  Ludlow.  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Some  months  ago  I  called  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Capt. 
Robert  W.  Baylor,  who  was  captured  hist  year  in  Virginia  and  who 
was  held  upon  some  charges.  I  have  understood  that  after  many 
delays  a  court  was  convened  in  his  case,  but  that  he  was  not  allowed 
to  choose  his  own  counsel  or  introduce  auy  witness  in  his  behalf  who 
would  not  take  the  Federal  oath  of  allegiance. 

Can  you  inform  me  what  was  the  tindiing  of  the  court  in  the  case  or 
wliether  there  was  any  finding,  and  if  there  was  no  finding  what  is  pro- 
posed to  be  done  with  Captain  liaylor ".  His  case  is  certainly  a  very  hard 
one.  He  is  entirely  innocent  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him.  He 
has  been  a  prisoner  for  more  than  five  months  and  has  been  very  rouyhly 
treated.  Even  now  he  has  no  l>ed  and  not  a  seat  to  sit  upon.  How  ilo 
these  things  happen  '! 

I  hope  this  communication  will  meet  a  different  fate  from  most  of  the 
others  wherein  I  have  ventured  to  make  specific  imiuiriesor  bring  par- 
ticular cases  to  your  notice.    I  trust  1  shall  at  least  receive  some  answer. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Exehani/e. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  Wae  Department, 

Richmond,  July  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ij\:t)'LO'W,  Agent  of  Exchancie: 

Sir:  I  have  learned  from  a  reliable  source  that  Maj.  C.  B.  Owsley 
Las  been  tried  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky..  as  a  spy  or  tor  recruiting  in 
Kentucky.  Major  Owsley  was  acting  under  orders  from  Major-General 
Wheeler.  Will  you  i^lease  inform  me  as  to  the  fact  and  what  has  been 
the  result! 

I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  our  soldiers 
captured  early  in  last  year  who  are  now  held  at  Ship  Island.  Your 
notification  to  General  Banks  seems  to  have  worked  no  results.  Of  the 
First  Louisiana  Kegiment  there  are  Privates  McLane.  Kane,  Doyle, 
Smith,  Stanley,  and  others  captured  in  .May,  1862,  and  now  at  Ship 
Island.  Also  Capt.  William  McLane,  Cnpt.  F.  Taylor,  Lieut.  Ulysses 
^1.  Wattigny.  of  the  Thirtieth  Louisiana  Regiment;  William  Gant  and 
John  How,  of  the  Stuart  Cavalry:  and  citizens  J.  G.  Browne  and  Mar- 
shall. These  officers  and  soldiers  have  all  been  declared  exchanged, 
and  yet  in  violation  of  our  agreements  are  still  held  in  condnement. 

In  one  of  my  former  ccimmnnications  1  asked  .vnu  why  you  held  on 
to  Lieutenant  Baker,  who  was  ca[)tarcd  with  Colonel  Morehead.  Jjieu- 
tenant  Baker  was  and  probably  is  at  Furtress  Monroe.  You  have  not 
responded.  I  wished  to  know  what  was  the  ground  of  distinction 
between  Colonel  Morehead  and  Lieutenant  I'.aker.  Lieutenant  Baker 
is  exchanged  by  our  agreements.  Will  you  please  answer  'l 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  A:meri('a,  War  Department, 

Uirhmond.  Julij  IS,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow.  A;ii  nt  af  Exchange: 

Sir:  Can  you  inform  me  where  Lee  A.  Dunn,  a  member  of  the  King 
William  Home  Guard,  who  was  captured  in  the  vicinity  of  kelson's 
Bridge  a  short  time  ago,  is  .'  The  otlicer  in  command  of  the  Federal 
forces  threatened  to  iiang  every  man  of  the  Hninc  Guard  who  was  cap- 
tured. It  is  represented  to  nie  that  (Jaiitain  Compton  is  confined  in  a 
dark  cell.  4  by  ll>  feet,  and  manacled,  and  that  his  health  is  becoming 
so  mucli  affected  by  his  confinement  tliat  a  few  weeks  more  will  suffice 
to  cause  his  death.  Will  you  inform  me  whctlier  this  is  so,  and  also 
what  it  is  proposed  to  do  witli  him  .' 

I  also  learn  that  Major  Armesy  nr  Ormesby)  and  Lieutenant  Davis 
are  to  he  tried  on  the  charge  of  iccniiting  within  your  lines.  1  under- 
stand rhey  are  confined  in  a  ci'll.  I  am  also  informed  that  Capt.  Wil- 
liam F.  (rordon  is  in  close  i-oi linmnent,  and  that  he  either  has  been 
or  is  to  he  tried  upon  ,->onie  chai  ge. 

I  also  learn  that  ('aiitain  <';inip  has  licen  ]Hit  in  solitary  confinement. 

I  will  thank  >-oa  to  inform  mr  what  are  the  charges  respectively 
against  these  ollicers  and  u  hn^  ha^  biTti  done  with  them,  and  especi- 
ally whrther  the  repi-esi'nfariiin>  herein  made  are  true.  They  are  all 
confined  at  Fort  Mc'licnvs-. 

I  will  also  :'c  obliged  to  yon  if  yon  will  inform  me  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  your  (ioveinment  to  rontinne  to  try  our  officers  on  the 
charge  of  lecraitiug  within  \Mni  hues,  and  on  convictiou  visit  them 
with  the  death  penalty. 

Eespectfuily,  your  olieilienr  Mnvnnt,  liO.   OFLD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 
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EIeadqxjartbrs,  Charleston,  8.  C,  July  18,  1863. 
Col.  J.  L.  Branch.  Charleston,  S.  C: 

Colonel:  1  have  to  ackuowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communica- 
tion of  the  16th  instant  proposing  that  the  portion  of  Morris  Island 
now  occupied  by  the  enemy  after  it  shall  liave  been  retaken  mio-ht  be 
held  and  fortified  by  exposing-  our  prisoners  to  the  enemy's  tire. 

In  reply  the  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  not 
considered  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  war  to  use  our  prisoners  as 
a  means  of  defense  or  protertion. 

Eespcctfnlly,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  .lOKDAX, 

Ch  iff  of  Staf. 


Office  <',oM>iissAuv-(rENERAL  nv  Prisoners, 

Wdshiiujton.  July  19,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow, 

Ai/ent  for  Exvlianije  of  Prisoners.  Xew  York  City: 
Colonkl:  Vonrlerter  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  I  am  informed 
by  tieneral  llitchcuck  tliat  there  will  be  no  more  deliveries  of  prisoners 
of  war  until  there  is  better  understanding  in  relation  to  the  cartel  and 
a  more  rigid  adherence  to  its  sti[)ulations  on  the  part  of  the  rebel 
authorities.  Preparations  are  to  be  made  at  once  for  tiie  establishment 
of  a  camp  where  prisoners  of  war  who  cannot  be  held  at  places  now 
api)ropriated  to  them  may  be  lield  until  the  matter  of  exchanges  is 
satisfactorily  arranged. 

It  is  desirable  that  our  paroled  prisoners,  about  10,000  I  think,  should 
be  exchanged  for  as  itmny  of  the  rebels  paroled  by  Grant  as  will  bal- 
ance the  account,  but  this  can  only  be  done  after  we  receive  the  rolls  of 
his  captures  from  which  to  select  the  regiments  making  up  the  requisite 
number  to  be  exchanged. 

I  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  can  direct  that  rolls  of  any  prisoners 
received  at  Fort  3Ionroe  from  the  South  be  sent  to  me  as  early  as 
practicable. 

It  is  necessary  that  1  should  Imve  rolls  df  all  prisoners  of  war  cap- 
tured to  enter  in  our  books,  and  when  rolls  of  exchanged  prisoners  are 
received  the  books  are  made  to  correspond.  If  1  wait  to  get  these 
rolls  until  the  exchange  is  made,  it  is  attended  with  much  iiiconVcnience 
in  makini;-  tlie  records,  and,  besides,  in  the  meantime  1  do  not  know 
what  prisoners  we  have 

Very  respectfullw  vour  obedient  ser\ant, 

W.   noFFMAX, 
Colonel    Thiril    liunutnj   oml    ('(iiniiiisxuri/- (Inin-nl   nf  I'li.soiirrs. 


-O   AAtnv    Plach.  Xrir    York.  July  H),   ISi>3. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Coininissiiry-dnieral  of  I'risoiu'rn : 

Colonel:  If  it  has  been  decided  not  to  send  the  prisoners  of  war 
from  Fort  Delaware  to  City  Point,  would  it  not  be  best  to  be  sending 
the  (Confederate  wounded  there.'  The  steamer  New  York,  undercharge 
of  Major  :\[ulford,  can  \w  used,  as  she  is  well  calculated  to  carry  sick 
and  wounded.     If  yon  so  desire  you  can  telegraph  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Pelouze,  assistant  adjutant-general  at  Fort  Monroe,  who  will  communi- 
cate the  order  to  Major  Mulford. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

P.  S. — Please  inform  me  of  arrangements,  >S:c.     I  shall  be  here  iiutil 
the  24th:  after  that  date  at  West  Point. 

W.  H.  L. 


City  Point,  July  I'J,  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  One  of  the  political  prisoners  sent  by  the  New  York  on  her 
present  trip,  Mr.  John  Glenn.  I  have  refused  to  receive.  In  an  inter- 
view with  him  he  declares  that  be  is  a  citizen  of  Maryland;  that  lie  owes 
allegiance  to  the  United  States:  tliat  he  owes  none  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  will  refuse  to  take  any  oatli  of  allegiance  to  the  same.  I 
shall  continue  to  refuse  any  person  who  holds  the  same  doctrine.  It  is 
therefore  useless  for  you  to  send  such. 
EespectfuUv, 

KO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Military  Prison,  Alton.,  III.,  July  19,  ISOo. 
Col.  W.  B.  Mason,  Scventyaeventk  Ohio  -Vol  nntecrs,  Alton,  III.: 

Colonel:  I  have  imformatiou  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  Con- 
federate prisouers  confined  in  this  prison  liave  it  in  contemplation  upon 
the  first  favorable  oi)portunity  some  darlc  night  to  attempt  their  escape 
by  overpoweriug  the  guard  or  by  some  other  means  which  may  appear 
to  them  most  feasible.  To  guard  against  the  possible  success  of  any 
such  scheme  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  I  liave  to  suggest  that  the 
prison  guard  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  one  subaltern  and 
twenty- five  men,  to  report  to  the  officer  of  the  day  at  sundown  this 
evening,  and  that  tliis  increase  to  the  guard  may  be  continued  so  long 
as  the  prison  is  full,  as  it  is  at  jneseut. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  resiiect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  IIEXURICKSOX. 
Mijor,  I'.  S.  Army,  Continanding  the  I'rison. 


Johnson's  Island,  'hilg  19,  ISHo. 
Major  PiERSON,  Commamling  Post: 

Major:  ^Ve,  the  undersigned,  desire  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts  and  call  your  attention  to  the  same: 

i-  AprU  20,  1863,  General  Marmaduke,  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
attacked  tlie  post  of  Cape  Ctirardeau,  Mo.,  then  held  by  General  John 
McNeil,  as  commander  ai;d  ranking  officer  of  the  U.  S.  forces  there. 
We,  with  a  Captain  Woodsmall  ami  First  Lieut.  Williaui  H.  Ferrill,  were 
wounded  and  left  in  General  .McNeil's  hands  as  prisoners,  thus  making 
one  unijor,  two  lieutenants,  and  one  captain  held  by  General  McNeil. 
General  Marmaduke  in  rctrearing  ca[>tured  one  nmjor  and  three  cap- 
tains, which  in  tlie  course  of  a  week  he  sent  to  Cape  Girardeau  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  ami  i)roliered  to  exchange  them  for  his  wounded  officers. 
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General  McXeil,  through  his  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieut.  F.  L. 
Cramer,  negotiated  this  exchange.  General  Martnadulce  then  released 
the  said  Federal  ottioers  in  his  jiossession.  General  McNeil  giving  him 
an  official  written  obligation  tiiat  as  soon  as  (iencral  llarmaduke's 
otlicers  were  suthcieutly  able  to  travel  he  would  send  them  to  his  lines, 
and  Lieut.  William  H.  Ferrill,  less  badly  wounded  than  the  rest,  did 
return  to  his  lines  with  the  escort  that  came  with  the  Federal  otHcers. 

We  remained  iu  thi*  liospital  seven  weeks  and  then  applied  for  a  pass 
and  escort  through  the  Federal  lines.  It  was  not  given  for  some  reason 
unknown  to  us,  but  during  this  time  General  ^fcNeil  was  wounded  and 
went  away;  Adjutant  Cramer  went  to  his  regiment  at  L'ilot  Knob,  Mo., 
and  General  Davidson,  who  commanded  the  district,  ordered  us  to 
3Iyrtle  Street  prison.  Saint  Louis,  where  we  remained  three  weeks,  and 
from  thence  to  this  place. 

The  Federal  otlicers  who  were  given  for  us  are  now  at  liberty,  and  we 
are  not  only  prisoners,  but  are  held  just  as  all  other  otlicers.  and  may 
jierliaps  remain  in  prison  an  indetinite  time,  and  that,  too,  wheTi  General 
;\h'Xeil  pleilged  his  ollicial  word  we  should  be  sent  to  our  lines  when 
able  to  be  moved,  and  upon  such  positive  assurance  did  lieneral  ^lar- 
maduke  release  the  Federal  citKcers.  To  prove  that  the  agreement  was 
l)ertectly  understood  Lieutenant  FerrUl  was  sent  through,  he  being  well 
enough  to  ride. 

We  write  you  this,  major,  to  know  w  hether  we  cannot  be  sent  through 
to  our  lines,  hoping  you  will  have  the  matter  investigated.  For  the 
truth  of  every  assertion  we  have  niaile  we  will  refer  you  ti:>  General 
^IcXeil,  F.  L.  Cramer,  his  then  adjutant,  but  now  adjutant  of  the  First 
Nebraska  Infantry,  ami  to  Adjutant  Poole,  of  the  post  of  Ca^ie  Girar- 
ih/au.  These  gentlemen  know  all  the  facts  of  the  case  and  l;now  it  to 
be  as  we  rejiresent  it.  We  aie  satisfied  there  is  a  misunderstanding 
somewhere,  and  believe  anyone  ha\'ing  the  authority  would  send  us  to 
our  lines. 

I  loping. \ou  will  .itteud  to  this  foi  iis,  major,  we  are,  \'ery  res[)ectfully, 
your  obedient  ser\'ants, 

Y.  11.  DLACiCWKLL, 

Majnr. 
.1.  N.  FDWAi;i)S, 

A'ljutiint. 

Captain  Woodsmall  is  still  in  jirison  in  Saint  Louis. 


Offick  Commissar  \ -General  hf  Fiusoners, 

llespectfully  referred  to  >Lijor(b?n(Tal  Scholleld.i-ommandin.i;-  Depart- 
ment of  the  .Missouri,  with  the  rciiiicst  iljat  he  will  cause  the  ficts  of 
the  within  matter  to  be  reported. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Ix/antnj  ami   ''•imiiiiasurij^iriirral  m'  I'risoneis. 


L\SlM:rT<iU-GENERAL"s   (  »FFICE. 
Siiiiif    Liiui.s.  Mo.,  Am/it-ft  i,  l^>i:. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  inajoi'-ueneral  commanding.     The  case 
of  these  officers  was  examin(-d  and  i(']iorted  upon  by  the  nnder.si'^iicd 
July  9,  18(j.">,  and  it  was  recommendeil   that  they  should   be  regularly 
paroled  and  sent  within  the  rebel  lines  for  the  reasons  there  stated. 

•TAS.  TOTTFN. 
Uriiiaditr-Gcncral  and  In.spcctor-'ivnrrul  of  l>fiMrtin<  nt. 
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[Third  indorseuient.  I 

Headquarters  Department  (if  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  August  3,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Colouel  Ilott'man  with  iuformatiou  that  after 
full  iuvestigation  of  the  cases  of  Major  Blackwell  and  Adjutaut 
Edwards  I  had  decided  that  their  exchange,  though  not  eutirely  regu- 
lar, should  be  approved  and  carried  out,  it  having  been  carried  out  in 
apparent  good  faith  by  the  Confederates.  Hence,  on  the  -0th  of  July 
last  I  ordered  that  the  above-named  Confederate  ollicers  be  sent  to  the 
enemy's  Hoes.  This  order  was  not  carried  out  because  before  it  was 
received  by  the  provostuiarshal-general  of  the  department  the  pris- 
oners had  been  sent  to  Johnson's  Island.  I  resjiectfully  request  that 
they  be  returnetl  without  delay  to  Saint  Louis,  to  be  sent  to  the 
euemy's  lines  and  declared  duly  exchangetl. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Gotcral. 


Castle  I'in-ckney,  Juh/  19,  1863. 
Capt.  W.  F.  Nance,  Assistant  Ailjiitant-tinural : 

Negro  prisoners  are  willing  to  suhintt  to  rhe  State  laws;  they  are 
willing  to  go  to  Battery  l!"ec  and  worlc. 

W.   11.  rEKONNKAU, 

Ciqitain.  (.'onunamliHij. 


Qt-abteumasteu-Genkral's  Office, 

Washini/ton,  July  i.'0,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  KrcKER. 

Chie/'  <>uartcrinastrr,  f.  <S'.  Anmi,    W'ashinf/ton  : 

tiENERAL:  It  is  proposed,  as  I  am  informed,  by  the  General-in-Chief 
to  establish  a  depot  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Point  Lookout. 

The  otlicer  to  command  has  not  yet  been  designated,  but  it  is  proper 
to  make  provision  in  adxanrc. 

The  depot  will  probably  ultima  rely  be  constructed  for  10.000  prisoners; 
for  the  present  for  .3,000.  Old  tents  sliould  be  sent  from  those  in  depot 
and  necessary  camp  and  garrison  c(]uipage,  lumber  to  erect  kitchens 
and  store  houses,  and  large  cast-iron  boilers  for  cooking.  The  labor  will 
be  performed  by  the  prisoners  tlicmschcs,  but  preliminary  arrangements 
should  be.  made  by  this  (lepartmeiit. 

I  lave  you  an  otlicer  dis[)os:iblc  I'or  it  to  semi  there  to  establish  the  depot  ? 
If  not,  Captain  Edward<.  jiost  nuruirrmaster.  should  be  called  ui)on  to 
icrei\e  the  property.  LuihIh'I'  --hi'iild  Im'  obtained  by  requisition  from 
Baltimore.     Colonel  l>ouaKNoii  will  iiil  \ mir  letpiisition. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
(.niartfniiustt'r-Gi'fit'ral. 


(,>r  \!M  KRMAS  tEU-(iENERAL'S    OFFK'K, 

WaskiiKjton,  July   -Jn,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  I*.  11.  ItfCKEU.  Cliic/'  'J.iayhrmaster: 

In  ordei-  to  secure  disi-ietion  -ml  iTomimy  in  the  arrangement  of 
kitchens  and  other  neccssaiy  iHnlilinu.^  ;it  tlie  prisoners'  depot  at  I'oint 
Lookout,  1  tiiink  tliat  the  ^ei:ri  il  jrKiiis  -honld  be  jtrepared  by  a  jiersou 
of  experience,  anil  1  know  iione  \0io  ha.--  had  more  in  such  constructions 
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than  Mr.  Clark.  He  has  beeu  at  the  place.  I  advise  Hiat  the  estimates 
and  plans  be  prepared  by  liiia  iiniiiediately.  The  slightest  sketch  will 
enable  us  to  begin  the  work  on  a  system  and  increase  it  as  may  be 
necessary. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Office  Co>nii8SARY-(rENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

WasliiiK/ton,  July  JO,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Vonimandituj  Department  of  the   Tennessee,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 
(General:   I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  list*  of  rebel  pris- 
oners of  war  captured  by  the  forces  under  Major  General  Sherman  and 
l)aroled  by  his  order  at  Jackson,  Miss. 

Kolls  of  paroled  prisoners  of  war  -'annot  be  used  in  making  exchanges 
unless  there  is  on  them  the  receii)t  of  the  authorized  agent  or  ollicer 
who  receives  them,  and  as  tiiere  is  nothing  on  these  roils  to  show  that 
the  rebel  authorities  iiad  any  knowledge  of  the  transaction  they  are  of 
no  value.  General  Orders.  No.  i'.K  of  February  2S,  and  the  subsequent 
order  (No.  100)  prescribe  the  mode  of  [taroling,  which  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  followed  in  this  case. 

E^iragraph  '2,  General  Orders,  No.  207,  applies  particularly  to  cases 
of  this  kind. 

\'ery  respectfnllv,  vmir  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commis.sary-Gkneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washini^ton,  1>.  C,  July  :Jii,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  HAM^roND, 

Suryeon-General  U.  S.  Army.  Washington,  D.  C: 
General:  It  will  probably  be  necessary  at  the  hospitals  tlesignated 
for  rebel  prisoners  of  war  to  issue  clothing  to  them,  and  to  [>rovide  tor 
such  a  case  I  have  the  honor  to  re(|uest  you  will  instruct  tlie  surgeon 
in  charge  to  be  governed  by  the  accompanying  regulations  in  making 
their  estimates  for  clothing  and  in  their  issues. t  The  estimates  may 
be  made  by  telegram  if  necessary.  Allow  me  to  request  also  you  will 
direct  that  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  the  other  [laragiaphs  of  these 
regulations  be  put  in  force.  I  will  forward  to  the  two  hospitals  blank 
rolls  and  returns. 

Very  respectfnllv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel    Third   Infantry  and   Commissary-Gi  iii  ral  of  l'ri'<oners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Ri.hmond,  July  un.  l^iiS.\ 
Maj.  John   F.  '},Iv\.VO-R'D.  Assistant   Ayeut  of  Eichanye: 

Sir:  1  will  thank  y(ni  to  inform  mv  if  Capt.  E.  (r.  De  Jarnette  is 
held  in  any  other  condition  than  as  a  iirisoner  of  war.  He  is  rei^ularly 
in  the  Confederate  ser\ice  and  was  on  duty  in  his  uniform  when  cai)- 
tured.     He  was  acting  in  obedience  to  orders  from  liis  superior  officer. 

"Ouiittpd.  •  Ser  \'nl.  IV.  tlii.-<  ^,-n.>s.  p.  ir.L'. 
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Such  beiug  tlie  case,  if  any  unusual  proceeding  is  instituted  against 
Captain  De  Jarnette,  or  if  he  is  treated  in  any  manner  otlier  than  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  we  will  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  adopt  retaliatory 
measures. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Special  Ordeks,  )  ITeadquarters  of  the  Army, 

[■  AD.irTANT-dENERAL'S   OFFICE, 

No.  322.  )  Wi(.sliingt<i)i,  Jiibi  30,  1803. 

I.  Colonel  Root,  Ninety  fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  will  proceed  to 
Annapolis,  Md..  and  relieve  Colonel  Saiigster  in  the  command  of  Camp 
Parole,  at  that  place. 

*  *  *  *  #  *  ♦ 

By  command  of  MajorGeneral  Halleck: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Ai^sisiant  Adjutant-  General. 


Confederate  States  of  A^ierica,  War  DErART:\rENT. 

Richmond,  July  20,  1863. 
General  S.  B.  BrrrcNER,  KnoxvUle,  Tcnn.: 

Keep  securely  .guarded  the  Federal  officers  taken  recruiting  in  Ten- 
nessee and  furnish  the  evidence  of  their  action. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

i'^lecretanj  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Morri.s  I.slnnd,  ,S.  C,  July  .21,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Johnsox  IIagood, 

Commandhifj  Confederate  Force.i,  ^[orris  Island,  S.  C: 
Sir:  Your  proposition  for  a  mutual  parole  of  wounded  prisoners  is 
acceded  to.  the  paroled  men  to  be  exchanged  at  once. 

The  Confederate  wounded  being  at  Hilton  Head.  I  propose  that  the 
exchange  take  place  from  steamers  meeting  somewhere  in  the  harbor 
where  the  water  is  still. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Brigadier-General,  L'ommanding. 


rJi'LY  21,  l^(i3. — For  .Tdiios  to  Seddon,  recommending  rigid  treat 
ment  nf  ( 'ol.  William   11.  i'owcll.  V.  S.  Army,  for  alleged  vinlatiinis  of 
'■the  rules  and  usages  of  cixili/.ed  warfare,"'  see  Series  I,  \"ol.  XXVII, 
Part  III,  p.  1034.1 


Charleston,  July  21,  1863. 
Crcneral  S.  Cooper:. 

'Tis  very  important  not  to  exchange  prisoners  for  one  month  sent 
from  here.  NN'hat  shall  be  <loue  with  the  negro  prisoners  who  say  they 
are  free?     Please  anssver. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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j  UnJorseraent.  ] 


Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Defenses  of  Baltimore, 
Fort  Mt'Hennj,  Md.,  July  2:^,  18G3. 
Bris:.  Croii.  L.  TnoMAS,  Adjutant-General   U.  S.  Army: 

CrENEiiAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa  that  in  consequence  of 
tiie  want,  of  accommodations  a  large  portion  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
received  at  this  post  are  while  here  entirely  without  shelter.  Upon 
many  of  the  sick  and  wounded  these  oxijosures  operate  with  great 
severity.  1  would  respectfully  recommend,  therefore,  the  erection  of 
cheap  l)nildings  or  sheds  of  capacity  to  accommodate  1,000  persons, 
together  with  suitable  liospital  accommodations. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  W.  MOURIS, 
Brevet  Ilrifiadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Xew  Vork,  Juhj  3.2,  2>'6'5. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Comynissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  Yours  of  the  lOtli  iustaut  is  received.  I  have  no  roll  of 
any  prisoners  not  recorded  by  you  except  the  one  of  tliose  brought  by 
the  Cahawba.  This  will  be  sent  to  you  on  my  return  to  Fort  ilonroe. 
Tlie  Secretary  of  War  mentioned  to  me  about  sending  the  wounded 
rebels  to  City  Point  to  l)e  taken  care  of  by  their  own  friends.  Please 
ascertain  if  he  so  desires  and  inform  me  lij'  telegraph.  In  such  case 
you  can  have  the  use  of  the  steamer  Xew  York.  I  leave  for  West 
Point  to-morrow. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  \-our  obi'diciit  servant, 

WM.  U.   LTULOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  A<jent  for  E.vehamje  of  Prisoners. 


New  York,  July  22,  1363. 
Col.  William  Hoffman.  Commissurji-Gnieral  of  Prisoners: 

CiiLONEL:  Can  you  inform  me  liow  stand  the  cases  of  Captain 
Baylor,  Captain  Compton,  Major  Arniesy  (or  Ormesby),  Lieutenant 
Davis,  Capt.  \\'illiam  F.  (iordon,  and  Captain  Camp,  all  said  to  be  con- 
lined  at  Fort  McHenry  and  reported  to  the  <Jonfederates  as  harshly 
treated  ?  This  of  course  is  not  so.  and  I  would  like  to  receive  from  you 
1  statement  of  their  true  condition,  status,  aud  treatment.  Can  you 
gi\  c  me  any  iuform;itioii  al)out  James  W.  I'oster,  of  Mosby's  command, 
captured  seven  or  eigiit  w<'eks  ago  in  the  town  of  Middleburg,  \'a. :' 
Also  of  Lee  A.  Dunn,  one  of  the  King  VX'iiliam  Home  (juard,  captured 
a  short  time  ago  in  the  vicinity  of  N'ldson's  Bridge?  Where  is  Col. 
Andrew  Talcott  uirrcsted  in  Xew  York),  now  confined,  and  what  are 
the  charges  against  him.'  Can  you  also  give  me  any  information  of 
^Lij.  <J.  B.  (Owsley,  said  to  have  been  tried  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky..  as 
a  spy?  Please  give  me  replies  to  the  above  inquiries  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 

I  am.  verv  respectfuliv.  vonr  obinlient  servant, 

vv:\r.  u.  LCDLOW, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  L'.vehange  of  I'risoners. 
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New  York,  July  22,,  1863. 
Col.  W>i.  IIoFFMAN,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

CoLuNKL:  I  inclose  to  you  ;i  copy  of  commiinicatiou  Just  received 
by  me.*  Political  prisoueis  have  been  almost  daily  received  at  Fort 
Monroe  who  have  been  sent  there  by  order  of  General  Schenck  to  be 
sent  through  the  lines.  Mr.  Johu  Glenn,  the  party  named,  is  one  of 
these. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant. 

VVM.  II.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Agent  for  Ej.chanae  of  Prisoners. 


New  York,  July  22,  1S63. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Aijeut for  Frrhange  of  Prisoners: 

Sni:  Y'our  communication  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  forwarded  to 
me  here. 

There  is  no  authority  in  the  cartel  for  your  proposed  declaration  of 
exchange  of  your  otflcers  captured  at  Vicksburg  in  the  manner  you 
indicate. 

The  cartel  provides  for  exchanges  of  equal  rank  until  such  are 
exhausted  and  then  for  eiiiiivalents.  In  conseiiueuce  of  the  very  much 
larger  number  of  your  otlicers  and  men  we  hold  on  paiole  and  in  cou- 
tiiiement  you  can  give  no  e(|uivaleuts  for  the  general  officers  you 
desire  to  have  exchanged.  You  cannot  for  a  moment  assume  that  you 
can  select  a  general  Dthcer  and  declare  his  e(iuivaleuts  in  those  of 
inferior  rank  when  we  hold  the  paroles  of  your  officers  of  the  same 
rank  as  the  latter.  But  even  supposing  this  arrangement  was  permitted 
by  the  cartel  1  do  not  see  how  you  could  avail  yourself  of  it  at  this 
time. 

You  will  recollect  that  since  the  proclamation  of  the  Hon.  Jefferson 
Davis  ot  December  hist,  and  more  especially  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  your  Congress  in  reference  to  our  captured  officers,  both  of 
which  were  in  violation  of  the  cartel,  and  have  caused  in  the  one  case 
a  temporary  and  in  the  other  a  continued  suspension  of  exchanges  of 
ofdcers  under  the  cartel,  that  all  such  exchanges  have  been  subjects  of 
special  agreement  between  us. 

To  avoid  the  complications  and  annoyances  of  these  special  agree- 
ments I  have  again  and  again  urgeil  you  to  a  return  to  the  cartel,  but 
up  to  the  present  moment  in  \-aiii.  On  the  contrary,  yon  retain  in  close 
coutinement  large  numbers  of  our  officers  for  whom  I  have  made  a 
demand  and  tendered  eiiiiivalents. 

L'ntil  you  consent  to  a  return  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  cartel 
for  exchanges  of  officers  I  shall  not  consent  to  any  exchanges  of  them, 
except  on  special  agreements.  I  repeat  to  you  that  I  decline  to  unite 
in  your  proposed  declaration  of  excluuige  of  officers  captured  at  Vicks 
burg,  and  if  recaptured  they  will  be  dealt  with  as  violators  of  their 
paroles.  Ought  you  not.  in  justice  to  these  officers,  to  notify  them  of 
the  exact  ('ondition  ot  their  ca>es  autl  thus  enable  them  to  avoid  being 
placed  in  a  false  position  '? 

If  you  are  authorized  to  deliver  our  officers  now  held  in  close  con- 
finement, and  to  a  return  to  the  cartel  in  exchanges  of  all  officers  and 
men,  all  the  comi>licated  iiuestions  which  have  arisen  within  the  last 
few  montlis  can  be  promptly  disposed  of.  To  such  a  return,  in  the 
name  of  humanity,  L  again  invite  you.     I  am  now  only  waiting  the 


'See  OuM  to  Liulh.w,  .July  1'),  p.  130. 
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receipt  of  papers  connected  with  the  Vicksburor  capture  before  goins 
to  City  Point.  ^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi"nt  servant, 

WSl.  H.  LCDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colnnel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  Ajcerica.  War  DEPART>rENT, 

Richmond,  July  ,i2,  186,1. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  [[.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  1  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  the  case  of  Mayor  Monroe, 
of  New  Orleans.  He  lias  now  been  in  prison  for  more  than  fourteen 
months.  He  was  placed  there  for  his  remonstrance  against  General 
Butler's  order  in  reference  to  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans.  Is  not  an 
imprisonment  for  fourteen  montlis  a  sufficient  punishment  for  such  au 
offense  ? 

His  family  is  in  a  most  wretched  and  poverty-stricken  condition, 
sufBciently  so,  certainly,  to  excite  the  symi)athy  of  even  an  enemy. 
Will  you  not  make  diligent  inquiry  into  his  case  and  use  every  endeavor 
to  secure  his  release  and  his  return  tn  his  family? 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OFLD, 
Agent  of  Exiliange. 

Confederate  States  up  America,  War  Department, 

Kivhmond.  Jitlij   :.':.'.  1S03. 
Lieut.  Col.  Wllliam  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  call  your  special  attention  to  the  inclosed  list  of  persons* 
captured  in  Louisiana  in  May  last.  They  have  all  been  sent  to  the 
prison  at  Alton,  111. 

Is  it  the  purpose  of  your  Government  to  keep  these  persons  in  con- 
finement.    If  so,  how  i(ing  and  for  what  reason  .' 
Kespectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

TtO.  Ol'LD. 
Agent  if  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department. 

h'irhinond,  July  ;.':.',  JSO-'l. 
Capt.  John  E.  Mulford: 

Sir:  We  have  several  thousands  of  your  prisoners  still  in  Richmond 
ready  for  delivery.  Mrs.  Sawyer  and  Mr.  W.  Whilden  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  land  at  City  Point.  I  am  sorry  tliey  have  been  put  to  the 
trouble  of  coming.  I  have  certainly  at  no  time  hinted  that  tliey  would 
be  permitted  to  land.  If  any  person  has  stated  to  them  tlint  they 
could,  it  has  been  done  witliouf  proper  authority.  In  view  df  the  course 
which  has  been  pursued  by  the  V.  S.  authorities  in  reference  to  com- 
munication between  the  (Confederate  States  and  the  United  States,  1  <io 
not  see  how  any  person  could  suppose  that  Mis.  Sawyer  and  her  rela- 
tive would  be  allowed  to  come  to  Pielmiond.  With  retereine  to  .Messrs. 
Stewart  and  McKenzie,  1  have  given  to  Captain  Hatch  the  proper 
instructions. 

Kespectfully.  yonr  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OCLD. 
Agint  if  Exchange. 
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Special  Orders,  )    Headquarters  RrroDLE  Department, 

Xo.  197.  \  Baltimore,  Md.  July  22,  1863. 

I.  The  following  regulations  for  providing  more  fully  for  the  wants  of 
prisoners  of  war  are'adopted,  and  tlie  provost-marshal,  Eighth  Army 
Corps,  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  securing  their  observance: 

II.  Such  articles  of  food  may  be  admitted  into  the  jail  for  the  sick  as 
may  be  recommended  by  the  surgeon  in  charge,  to  be  used  under  his 
direction. 

III.  The  surgeon  in  charge  -will  be  careful  to  report  to  the  medical 
director  for  transfer  to  the  general  hospital  any  case  among  the  sick 
re(iuiring  more  careful  treatment  than  can  be  given  at  the  jail. 

IV.  Prisoners  to  be  organized  into  squads  of  convenient  size  to  be 
Tinder  the  charge  of  one  of  tlu'ir  number,  through  whom  they  will  com- 
municate theirVants,  and  vv  ill  have  charge  of  the  police. 

y.  Prisoners  may  write  letters  to  their  friends  on  domestic  matters, 
the  letters  to  be  ()i)en. 

vr.  Such  articles  of  underclothing,  shirts,  drawers,  and  socks,  to  bo 
allowed  to  the  prisoners  as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  cleanliness. 
Bv  command  of  MajorGeneral  Schenck: 

W.  H.  CHESEBEOUGH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CONFF.DERATR    STATES    OF    AMERICA,  WAR    DEPART:MENT, 

[x'iclnnond,  July  32,  1S6S. 
Lieut.  Geu.  -T.  C.  Pe^iberton,  Enterprise,  Miss.: 

(GENERAL:  The  within  papers  are  communicated  to  you,  and  through 
you  to  the  other  otHcers  concerned,  that  they  may  see  exactly  tlie  grounds 
on  which  the  unwarrantable  objectiou  taken  by  the  Federal  commis- 
si(mer  to  the  terms  of  their  exchange  is  rested.  I  have  only  to  add 
that  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  the  exchange  has  been  right- 
fully cH'ecteil  according  to  the  true  construction  of  the  cartel,  and  tiie 
otticers  are  discharged'" from  the  obligation  of  their  parole. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

,1AMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of   War. 

Ml  mom  mi  inn. — Contents  of  papers  inclosed. 

Mrst.  Declaraiion  by  .Mr.  Onld,  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, ,Iulv  13,  LSO-'i." 

Se('(ind.  Oommunicariou  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Ould  to  Colonel  Lud- 
low, I'ederal  agent  and  coiiiniissioncr,  -Inly  bJ,  lS(!3.r 

Third.   Reply  <^t'  '^'I'l'mcl  l.udlow  to  Colonel  Ould,  July  U,  lS03.f 

Fourth,  liespouse  of  JMr,  Ould  to  Ludlow,  July  17,  ISGO.t 


Confedfr.  vri'.  States  or  AjrERicA,  War  Department, 

BJelinionil,  July  22,  1S03. 
Major-General  Lt'ckner.  ('oinmanding : 

Gf.neral:  Your  Irttrr  of  rhe  Ittli  instant  has  been  received.  This 
Government  cannot  hold  any  opinion  in  reference  to  citizens  of  Ten- 
nessee who  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  who  give  them 
aid  or  comfort  in  tiieir  war  uiiou  the  Confederate  States,  but  that  they 

X,,t  Inn  11,1.  t  See  lip.  lia,  1U5,  ll',). 
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are  irnilty  of  treasoi).  Their  entry  within  the  lines  of  the  Confederate 
Army,  while  their  relation.s  are  those  of  enniity  to  the  Confederate 
States,  as  members  of  the  Army  of  the  Cnited  States,  subjects  them 
to  the  law  and  usages  of  war  as  applicable  to  such  cases.  These 
conclusions  may  be  fairly  implied  from  the  decision  of  the  President 
in  the  case  of  Harris,  who  was  tried  at  Knoxville  by  a  court-mar- 
tial. Ue  had  from  the  beginning  of  the  ditticulties  selected  the  party 
of  the  United  States  as  his  own.  He  protested  against  being  enrolled 
as  a  conscript  and  announced  his  determination  to  resist  conscription. 
He  was  sentenced  as  a  deserter  for  leaving  Tennessee  and  Joining  the 
Federal  Army  It  is  not,  houever,  desirable  to  prosecute  many  of  these 
cases.  The  I'nitcd  States,  from  their  occupancy  of  so  much  of  our 
territory  and  from  the  facility  with  which  they  can  seize  prominent  cit- 
izens, have  a  gj-eat  advantage  over  iis.  They  can  retaliate  to  a  mis- 
chievous extent  and  nillict  far  more  of  evil  upon  us  than  we  can  upon 
them  by  adopting  extreme  measures  of  severity.  The  Department  has 
not  i»rosecnted  for  treason  any  of  the  various  olfenders  who  have  been 
charged  in  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina,  and  have  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war  or  helil  as  disloyal  jicrsons.  to  be  kejtt  as  hostages, 
the  persons  coining  undi^r  the  classilications  you  lia\'e  mentioned. 
Very  respci-tfnllv,  vour  obedient  ser\ant, 

JA.MllS  A.  SEDDOy. 

Sri'rt'tiiri/  !>/  War. 

\licmu<yv.  Jiilif  ::'i.  7sy;.;. 
General  (r.  T.  riEAfTtEGARO.  Clifirlfyfon.  s.  r,  .• 

(iENERAL:  'fhe  joint  resolutions  of  the  last  Congress  control  the 
disposition  of  all  negroes  talcen  in  arms.  They  are  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  authorities  of  the  State  where  captured  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  tliereof. 

JA.MES  A.  SEDDOX, 

Si-i'ntiinj  of  Wur. 


SrATE    mK    SuI  TH    (^ARnr.INA.    l''.XECI    riVl',    i  >EI' ARTA[ENT. 

(■Ii,trhsli.„.  JkI,/    .'■.',  ls03. 
G-eneral  (r.  T.  Ilr,  vruEGARD,  CoiiiniiniiJinii    ftrpKytmrnt  : 

Sir:  I  am  inforuifd  that  on  the  11th  instant,  on  .lames  Island,  certain 
'■  negro  slaves"  of  difterent  Contederate  States  were  captured  in  arms 
in  insurrection  against  the  lawful  authority  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  associated  with  them  were  a  number  of  armed  free  negToes 
from  the  Federal  State  of  ?.rassacliuserts:  and  that  on  the  night  oY  the 
ISth  instant  tliere  were  captured  "iu  arms"  on  .Morris  Island  i-ertain 
other  negro  sla\-es  of  diileri'ii  t  Coulederati'  Stati-s.  as  also  certain  other 
armed  free  iicLii-oes  of  Federal  State-,  and  also  ccitain  commissioned 
oflicers  of  the  Cniteil  States  ■■  lomid  scrsiiig  iu  roinpany  with  armed 
slaves  in  insurrectum  against  tlie  autiiority  of  South  ('arolina."' 

Cy  proclamation  of  the  ['resident  of  tlie -'id  of  I>ecemher.  ISfil.',  among 
other  tilings  it  was  ordered  ■■  that  all  ucgio  slaves  captured  in  arms  be 
at  once  delivered  over  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  respective 
States  to  which  they  lielong  to  l)e  dealt  with  acconling  to  the  laws  of 
said  States."'  Also  "  that  the  like  orders  be  executed  in  all  cases  with 
resi)ect  to  all  commissioned  ofticeis  of  tin;  United  States  when  found 
serving  in  com[)any  with  armed  slaves  in  insurrection  against  the 
authorities  of  the  ditferent  States  of  this  Confederacy."  The  observ- 
ance and  enforcement  of  the  above  orders  bv  the  oiiicers  of  the  C.  S. 
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Army  ia  required  by  an  order  from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  (ieiieial  of  the  24th  of  December,  18(32. 

No  action  having  been  as  vet  taken  on  your  part,  so  far  as  I  am 
informed,  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  orders,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  the 
State  to  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  and  ask  that  you  wdl  turn 
over  to  me  the  said  commissioned  officers  and  slaves  to  be  dealt  with 
accordinu'  to  the  laws  of  this  State. 

The  expression  in  the  order  as  to  turning-  over  slaves  in  arms,  namely, 
"  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  respective  States  to  which  they 
belong,"  was  used  by  the  President  under  the  supposition,  I  presume, 
that  the  slaves  would  be  found  in  insurrection  in  the  States  to  which 
they  belong  and  that  he  could  but  mean  that  they  are  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  executive  authorities  of  those  States  in  which  the  otfeuse 
miuht  be  cotnuiitted.  But  if  you  should  differ  from  me  in  this  opinion 
I  then  request  that  you  will  retain  them  here  till  the  question  shall  be 
decided  by  the  President  and  till' my  demand  for  their  delivery  to  me 
can  be  made  according  to  law  on  the  Governors  of  the  States  to  which 
they  respectively  belong. 

The  point  as  to  free  negroes  is  for  the  present  reserved  till  I  can  cor- 
respond directly  with  the  War  Department  as  to  their  disposition,  and 
1  request  that  they  also  be  retained, 

I  am,  sir,  \ery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

[First  imlorsenient.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  July  23,  1863. 
Respectfully  referretl  for  the  consideration  and  instructions  of  War 
Department. 

(1.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  Commanding. 

[Secouil  inilorsemont] 

July  27,  1S(!3. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War. 

S.  COOPER. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Tliir.l  inilursenieut.l 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  ((uestiou  presented  in  this  tile  of  papers  is  whether  persons  of 
color  lielongiug  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  and  captured  by  the 
Confederate  troops  are  to  be  surrendered  to  the  State  authorities  of 
the  State  in  v.  hicli  the  capture  is  made  when  there  is  no  testimony  to 
show  tliat  tliest>  persons  had  been  slaves  in  that  State. 
The  ground  on  which  the  claim  of  the  State  rests  is  not  apprehended. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders.  ]  War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  General's  Office. 

No.  2_'(;.  (  Wasliinijton,  July  J3,  lSil3. 

The  county  of  Saint  Mary's,  Md.,  is  detached  from  the  Middle 
Dei)artment  and  will  form  a  separate  military  district.  Brig.  Gen.  G. 
Marston  is  assigned  to  the  cuminaiul  of  Saint  Mary's  District,  head- 
quarters at  Point  Lookout. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
,,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  227.  i  Washington,  July  23,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen,  S.  A.  ^Meredith  will  repair  to  Fort  Monroe  and  relieve 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  oftlie  duties  of  agent  for  exchange  of  pris- 
oners. After  turning  over  to  (ieueral  Meredith  all  papers  connected 
with  his  office  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  will  report  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  I),  TOWXSEND, 
Assistant  Adj ntant-Lieneral. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  22S.  s  Wasliiiujton.  July  23,  1S63. 

In  the  case  of  James  Clark  Lisle,  tried  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  gen- 
eral court-martial  on  the  charge  of  '•  being  found  and  arresteil  within 
the  lines  of  the  L.  8.  forces  as  a  spy,"  convicted  and  sentenced  by 
General  Orders,  No.  lOG,  Department  of  the  Ohio,  .luue  19,  18t>.'>,  --to 
be  punished  witli  death  by  hanging  by  the  neck,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  the  commanding  general  shall  direct,"  strong  additional  tcstiiuduy 
having  been  produced  by  which  it  is  clearly  shown  he  was  a  luciubcr 
of  Colonel  Cluke's  regiment,  of  General  Morgan's  command  of  rebel 
troops,  and  not  a  spy,  the  sentence  in  his  case  is  remitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent, with  directions  that  he  be  held  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

By  order  of  the  ISecretaiy  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWXSENl). 
Assi.stiiut  Adjutant-Ooientl. 


War  Department.  Washinf/ton,  July  23,  1863. 
Maj.  John  E.  Mitlford, 

Vommandiiuj  Fla<j-of-Triive   Hont,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.: 
Major:  You  will  report  for  duty  to  lirig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith  as 
commissioner  of  exchanges,   assigned   to   relieve   Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Scvretary  of  War. 


Washington.  D.  C,  July  23,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  (t.  JiARSTON; 

(iENERAL:  You  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  report  to  General  Meade  for  a  guard  of  about  .iOO  men  tor 
the  prison  camp  to  be  established  at  Point  Lookout.  Probably  the 
■Second,  Fifth,  and  Twelith  New  L[ami)sliire  Volunteers  can  be  assigned 
to  you  for  this  purpose.  With  this  guard  and  such  prisoners  of  war 
as  may  be  placed  in  your  charge  you  will  return  to  Washington  and 
ap[)ly  to  the  quartermaster  for  transportation  to  Point  Lookout,  where 
you  will  estaldish  a  camp  tor  prisoners  of  war.  Tents,  Iniulier  for 
kitchens,  cooking  ajiparatus,  &c.,  have  already  been  ordered  to  that 
place  by  the  quartermaster's  department.  The  camji  should  be  so  hiid 
out  that  it  can  be  extended  sutticiently  to  accommodate  about  l(i,oo(.) 
prisoners.  You  will  make  recptisition  on  tiie  qinirtermaster's  depart- 
ment for  twenty  horses  and  e(iuipments  for  mounting  that  number  ot 
your  men  for  patrols  and  scouts. 
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The  strictest  guard  must  be  kept  over  the  prisoners  and  also  order, 
discipline,  and  cleanliness  in  their  camp.  As  soon  as  yoar  men  are 
mounted  you  will  relieve  the  company  of  ^laryland  cavalry  at  that 
post  and  direct  it  to  report  for  orders  to  the  commanding  general  of 
the  Middle  Department.  Y'ou  will  report  directly  to  the  Adjutant- 
(ieneral  of  the  Army.  You  will  show  these  instructions  to  Major- 
General  Meade,  commanding. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

Gcncral-in-Chief. 


Office  CuMMi.->sAi;v-r.ENEi;AL  uf  I'ri.-^oners, 

U'((x/( //('/'""•  /'.  ('■•  -fxly  i!o,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secrrianj  of  Wm-.  Wnsliintjion,  1>.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  ilie  tiilIo\'.  ing  reiioit  of  my  exami- 
nation iulo  tlie  condition  of  the  (."onledeiate  niisoners  in  the  West  LToS- 
pital  and  otlier  hospitals  in  Ualtimore.  mai.ie  piirsnant  to  yuur  instruc- 
tions of  the  :.'lst  instant: 

1  left  the  city  b^'  the  lirst  train  after  receiving  your  order,  and  imme- 
diately on  njy  arrival  at  Baltimore  railed  mi  the  medical  director, 
8urgeon  Sini[isou,  who  accomi)anied  nie  lo  the  \\  est  llosintal,  where  I 
found  ninetecLi  sick  and  wounded  rebel  prisoners  <iecupying  two  hos- 
l)ital  tents  pitched  adjacent  to  the  hos[iit:il.  All  were  provided  with 
bedsteads  and  sufticient  bediling  and  had  received  proper  medical 
treatment,  but  they  were  not  as  comfoiTable  as  they  would  be  in  the 
hospital,  and  I  directed  tlmt  they  shoidd  lie  reino\ed  "to  one  of  the  wards 
where  sufticient  room  (■ould  be  made  to  iecei\e  them.  The  change  had 
not  been  made  when  I  returned  to  the  ho-^iital  yesterday  through  the 
neglect  of  the  surgeon  in  charge,  but  Surgeon  Simiison  reiterated  his 
orders  and  assured  me  the  change  should  take  place  without  further 
delay.  These  men  were  attended  by  lour  rebel  prisoners,  but  as  they 
could  be  under  no  restr;iint  and  toou  little  interest  in  their  duties  I 
advised  tliat  when  the  siek  were  movnl  into  the  hos[)ital  they  should 
have  the  attention  of  the  regular  nur:^es.  and  this  arrangement  wdl  be 
made. 

The  wards  of  the  N\'est  llospiral  are  very  spacious,  well  ventilated, 
and  in  excellent  police,  but  the  me.-'S  room  and  grounds  about  the  door 
were  in  very  liad  [lolice.  whieli  the  surgeon  in  charge  endeavored  to 
excuse  by  the  plea  that  an  unnsual  lutmber  of  .-^ick  had  been  fed  there 
within  the  last  ten  days,  but  tlii>  e:;en>i;  did  not  i  over  the  neglect  as 
two  or  three  days  iurd  elapsed  sime  ihey  were  so  ciowded. 

Yesterday  morning  I  visited  Fort  .Melleiiry.  where  1  found  that  lUMriy 

all  the  prisoners  of  war  had  been  renio\  ed  to   fort  Delaware.     There 

were  twehe  oiUcers  sirlv  at   the  po-t  lio<|iital.  where  everythiirg  was  in 

cxeellent  condition  and  tin'   [latntits   icreived  the  kintlest  treatment. 

-There  arc  tliree  other  odieers — one  >iik  and  two  woundcil — who  are  in 

the  building  in  which  the  pvis ts  ,it  the  post  arecouHuetl,  where  they 

arc  not  properly  provided  lor.  bat  a  tent  is  to  bi'  immediately  pre^iared 
for  them  near  the  hospital,  win  re  ihe\   will  be  nuulc  very  conifortal)le. 

There  are  very  limited  aeroinne.ii.itiuns  for  inisoiiersat  Fort  Mc  Henry, 
and  the  eomnianding  oliicer  will  nconinieml  that  two  rough  buildings, 
to  quarter  a  thons;iud  men.  uith  ;i  hospital  sullicient  for  tit'ty  to  one 
hundred  patii-nts,  lie  laerted  iii.:ir  lie-  liuilding  now  used  tor  that  pur- 
pose, and  i  shall  concur  iu  his  recommendation. 
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After  returning  to  the  city  I  visited  tlie  Jail,  where  there  iire  about 
700  pii.souers  of  war.  They  occupy  ouehaif  the  buildiaff,  which  is 
light  and  airy  and  well  ventilated,  and  the  prisoners  are  very  com- 
tbrtable  without  being  crowded.  The  police  is  excellent.  They  are 
furnished  with  the  fare  of  the  prisou.  which  is  beef  or  bean  soaj),  bread, 
and  coffee.  Aiuoug  these  pi  isoners  there  are  about  seventy- live  cases  of 
diarrhea  who  reijuire  only  a  change  of  diet.  A  few  of  these  cases  who 
need  more  special  care  are  provided  for  iu  a  rooui  in  the  jail,  where  they 
are  atteudeil  by  their  fellow-prisoners. 

Ort'ers  of  various  articles  of  food  suitaljle  for  the  sick  have  l)pen  ten- 
dered by  the  Ijiulies'  Associatiou  of  Daltiuiore.  and  I  directetl  that  such 
articles  as  were  approved  by  the  surgeou  iu  charge  should  be  received 
and  used  under  his  supervision  and  control.  I  directed  also  that  when 
any  of  these  prisoners  became  so  ill  as  to  require  more  careful  treat- 
ment than  could  be  given  to  tlieni  at  the  prison  the  fact  should  be 
reported  to  the  medical  director  iu  order  that  the  patieut  might  be 
removed  to  a  liospital. 

To  insure  cleanliness  among  these  prisoners  I  directed  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  receive  from  the  coutributions  that  were  ottered 
a  sufticieut  sui)ply  of  nnderclothing — shirts,  drawers,  and  socks — to  lie 
distributed  by  an  ofticcr  designated  by  the  provost-marshal  to  >ueli 
men  as  were  in  actual  want. 

I  then  visited  the  only  other  hospital  containing  rebel  prist)ners  and 
there  was  but  one  there,  lie  was  in  the  last  stage  of  typhoid  fever  and 
it  was  not  expected  he  would  live  through  tlie  day.  Attendants  were 
with  him  and  he  was  receiving  all  the  care  which  his  case  demanded. 

Between  the  loth  and  I'Jth  of  July  about  'JU0(.s9i.')  sick  and  wounded 
rebel  prisoners  were  received  iu  Ualtimiire  and  transferred  to  tlie  lios- 
l)ital  on  Davids  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  875  were  received  and  transferred 
to  the  hospital  at  Chester,  Pa  In  almost  every  instance  these  meu 
arrived  iu  Baltimore  at  night,  and  it  c(uild  not  lie  otherwise  than  that 
there  must  be  some  eases  of  exposure  and  sutfering,  though  as  far  as 
possible  every  preparation  was  made  in  anticiiiation  of  their  arrival,  and 
the  same  thing  necessarily  occurred  with  our  own  sick  and  wounded 
arriving  from  Gettysburg. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  whole  matter,  of  the  rece[)tiou  and  disiiosal 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  \vill  be  made  to  the  Surgeon-General  immedi- 
ately by  Medical  Inspectoi'  W.  11.  .Mussey. 

^'ery  respectfiillv.  your  obedient  servant. 

W.   IIOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Thiril  fii/tintrii  mnl  C()iui)iissitri/-(li  ni  ral  nj'  I'riaonrrs;. 


Office  Ci>^[^[issarv-Genei;al  of  IMmsoners, 

U'd-.v/f //(///../(,  I>.  r..  .lull/  :•:.  is/;;;. 

Brig.  Gen.  O.  B.  WiLLCOX,   Cnlliiniinilin;/.   IiuHiiiiiliniiU.   [ml.: 

General:  I  have  received  a  telegram  from  llfs  Excellency  (iovenior 
Morton,  iu  which  he  intorms  me  that  the  sou  exchanged  men  of 
Streight's  brigade,  at  Camp  IMortou,  are  becoming  demoralized  I'or 
want  of  ofticers.  and  if  their  services  are  not  required  to  gnard  [irison- 
ers  it  would  be  well  to  (uder  them  for  duty  elsewhere.  On  the  'Jth  of 
June  General  Boseerans  asked  for  the  meu  of  Streighfs  brigade,  and 
General  Buruside  was  directed  to  send  him  all  who  could  be  siuued. 
When  these  men  were  exchanged  there  were  no  other  paroled  men  so 
classitied  that  they  could  be  exchanged,  the  rolls   beuig  made  up  of 
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small  parties  captured  at  different  times  in  different  places,  and 
Streight's  brigade  was  exchanged  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as 
"•uards  for  prisoners  of  war  until  their  officers  could  be  exchanged,  and 
my  impression  is  that  they  are  indispensable  for  that  purpose.  The 
prospect  is  that  we  will  have  a  large  body  of  prisoners  on  our  hands, 
and  Camp  ;\Iorton  will  liave  its  full  share. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  In/antry  and  Commhsani-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissar Y-(tENER,AL  of  Prisoners, 

Wii^hinijton,  D.  C,  Juhj  23,  1863. 
QUARTER3IASTER-GENERAL : 

I  am  satistied  from  a  personal  visit  to  Fort  Mcllenry  that  the  build- 
ings recommended  by  tJeneral  Morris*  are  iiiueh  needed,  and  I  respect- 
fully ur.ue  that  they  be  ordered. 
llespectfuUy  referred  to  the  C'uarteniuisrei-General. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  ('<iinmissari/(reneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Was/iini/ton.  I).  C.  July  23,  1S63. 
Snrg.  J.  SuiOSH.  (iencral  Ilonpifal.   Darid.s   fsland,  \.   V. : 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  all  the  sick  and  wounded 
enlisted  rebel  prisoners  of  war  in  your  charg'e  who  are  iu  a  sufficiently 
convalescent  condition  will  be  deliveicd  at  City  i'oiut,  Va.,  with  as 
little  delay  as  practicable.  Duplicate  parole-rolls  will  be  sent  with  the 
party  and  a  roll  without  paroles  will  be  sent  to  this  office.  The  names 
should  be  arranged  on  tlie  rolls  aliihabetically  by  regiments.  Please 
call  on  the  general  coinnmnding  in  New  Vorlc  for  a  suitable  guard  and 
on  the  ([uartermaster  for  transportation,  wliicli  will  be  engaged  to 
deliver  the  prisoners  at  Foit  ^[oniDe  or  City  Point,  as  the  agent  for 
exchange  of  prisoners  at  the  former  phice  uia\'  direct,  to  whom  the 
coninianding  officer  of  the  guanl  should  be  directed  to  rejiort  on  his 
arrival,  a"  niedical  <iriicer  with  a.  suilicieut  nunilicr  of  attendants 
should  accompany  tlie  prisoners.  I'leasc  int'oiiu  me  by  telegram  of  the 
number  and  the  probable  time  of  tlieir  dcpai  tare. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  olicdicnt  .-ervant. 

W   HOFFMAN. 
Colonel    Third   [nl'antrii  and   r,,„nnlssanj<nnrral  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Surg.  E.  Swift,  <iciifr;il  il(i>|iii;il.  Chester,  Pa.) 


C)FFrCE    COMMIS-  \i:v  (  iKXKRAL    dF    PRISONERS, 

Wiishliii/toK.  />.  C.Juhj  33,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  .1.  L.  DnNAI.DSo.N. 

A.'isi.^tant  <Juarl(  rinasti  r.  I'.  S.  Armii.  Baltimore.  Md.: 
ColuXEL:   Your  letter  of  tlic  :\-\  \-  incivcd.  and  in  reply  I  have  to 
say  that  the  arrangement  for  !lic  pii-^onei-s  of  war  at  the  Jail  is  very 

■  111  Irttei-  of  --'-il  In  A.liMi.uil  ■  ..  IP  lal    I  h(inia>,  [i.   TJ."., 
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satisfactory.  After  a  personal  visit  there  yesterday  I  authorized  the 
distribution  of  underclothing  to  such  of  them  as  required  it.  I  under- 
stood that  as  much  clothing  as  was  necessary  had  been  ottered  as  con- 
tributions, but  if  there  is  any  deficiency  it  may  be  made  up  in  the 
manner  you  propose.  I  inclose  herewith  regulations  issued  by  author- 
ity of  the  War  Department,  which  prescribe  the  mode  of  issuing  cloth- 
ing to  prisoners  of  war.*  If  you  have  any  blankets  on  hand  which  are 
unlit  for  issue  I  wish  you  would  furnish  one  to  each  prisoner  who  is 
without  bedding.  They  should  be  returned  to  your  department  when 
tlie  prisoners  leave  the  jail,  to  be  used  again  on  similar  occasions. 
Will  you  please  mention  tiie  matter  to  the  provost- marshal,  who  is  in 
immediate  charge  of  the  prisoners  3  Prisoners  of  war  can  be  permitted 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  only  on  a  special  report  of  the  case  and 
l)y  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  prisoners  from  Sandusky, 
about  whom  I  telegraphed  to  yi.m  to-day,  should  not  have  been  sent  on, 
and  I  wish  them  to  remain  at  Fort  McFIenry  or  in  the  jail,  whichever 
may  be  the  most  convenient,  till  others  are  to  be  delivered  at  City 
Point. 

Vcrv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.   IIOFI'MAN. 

Colonel    Third   [iifantnj  nml   (/ounnivudni-Oenend  of  l'risoiier>t. 


CnARLESTON,  S.  C,  July  33,  IS'jJ. 
•T.  A.  Seddon,  Secretarji  of  War,  RiehmonrU  Va.: 

I  Icuow  of  no  joint  resolution  about  disposition  of  captured  negroes, 
rion.  W.  P.  Miles  informed  me  it  failed  to  pass. 

Cr.  T.  BEAUREGAKD. 


Charleston,  S.  C.  July  33,  1S63. 
Sami"EL  Cooper, 

Ailjiitnnt  and  Tnspecior  General,  Rivhmoiifl,  \'ii.: 
Enemy  has  not  carried  out  cartel  in  connection  with  prisoners  of  this 
command,  who  have  been  retained  tor  months  at  Hilton  Head. 

(t.  T.  BEAUREGAKD. 


State  of  Sot'th  <.'arolina,  Execctive  Department, 

<:harl>ston.  July  S3,  1S63. 
lion.  James  A,  Seddon.  St'crrtnry  nf  War.  Rldnmnid : 

Sir  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  demand, 
under  General  Orders,  Xo.  •!.  dated  December  l'4,  l.s(i2.  containing  the 
[iroclamatioii  of  President  Davis,  upon  General  Beaiircuaid  for  certain 
negro  slaves  and  coinmi>sioneil  oiiicers  in  company  with  tliem  captured 
in  arms  on  .lames  and  .Monis  Islands  on  the  11th  and  IStli  instant.' 

I  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  free  negroes  who  were 
captured  at  the  same  time.  By  an  act  of  our  assembly  of  1S05  (J  Stat.. 
503)  it  is  enacted  that — 

Every  [ier>OD  nr  pursnns  wlio  shall  or  niriT  be.  lither  ilimcTlv  or  iiidiroctly.  coq. 
cerni'il  or  rounectid  with  any  shivc  or  >Uivos  in  a  >t.ite  "f  .n  tiial  iiisiirr'-^  tioii  within 
this  State,  or  who  ^ihall  in  auy  mauiioc  or  to  any  extent  rxrite.  roiiu>il.  ail\  ise.  imhire. 

"See  Vol.  IX .  this  series,  p.  loL'. 
KSee  Bonhi.iii  to  I'.eaiuvgaril.  .July --'.  p.  130. 
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aid.  comfort,  or  assist  any  slave  or  slaves  to  raise  or  to  attempt  to  raise  an  insurrec- 
tion within  tliis  State  by  furnishing  them  with  any  written  or  other  passport,  with 
arms  or  ammunition,  or  munitions  of  war.  or  icnowinii  of  their  assemblin?  tor  any 
purpose  tending  to  treason  or  insurrection,  shall  afford  to  them  shelter  or  protection, 
or  shall  permit  his,  her,  or  their  house  or  houses  to  be  resorted  to  by  any  slave  or 
slaves  for  any  purpose  tending  to  treason  or  insnrrection  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  by  confession  in  open  court 
or  by  the  testimony  of  bis  witnesses,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  treason  against  the  State 
and  suffer  death. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  letter  to  General  Beauregard  that  there 
were  ".slaves  in  insurrection"  and  that  the  free  negroes  '•  were  concerned 
and  connected  with  those  slaves  in  a  state  of  insurrection,"  ami  are 
therefore  amenable  to  this  law.  [  cannot  suppose  the  mere  fact  that  these 
free  negroes  were  under  the  dag  and  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  the  LTuited 
States  will  protect  them  from  the  operation  of  the  State  laws  on  the 
subject  of  insurrection. 

1  therefore  respectfully  request  that  these  free  negroes  be  turned  over 
to  me  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  laws  of  this  State. 

I  ha\'e  the  honor  to  remain,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 


Headi^iuarters  Depaetment  op  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

CJwrh'sioH,  ,S.  C,  Julii  33.  1S63. 
Surgeon  Crowell,  Medical  Director  of  Hoqyitals  : 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Kearny  informs  me  that  you  called  to  see  me  this 
evening  for  some  explanations  as  to  the  precise  wishes  of  the  command- 
ing general  relative  to  the  wounded  prisoners  which  I  had  sought  to 
express  in  my  previous  letter  of  this  date.  It  appears  that  you  are  in 
doubt  whether  or  not  it  was  designed  tliat  the  wounded  negroes  should 
be  sent.  Assumedly  not.  as  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States 
have  uniformly  declared  that  tlie  introdueticMi  in  this  war  of  negro 
troops  would  not  be  permitted.  I  learn  that  certain  of  the  prisoners 
are  without  clothing,  and  that  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  what  should  be 
done  with  them.  Of  course,  they  must  be  clad  as  far  as  decency 
demands  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  this  I  think  was  cov- 
t^red  by  so  much  of  my  communication  as  prescribed  that  there  should 
be  due  attention  paid  to  the  comfort  of  these  men. 
Eespectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

T.  .TORDAN. 
Chief  of  Staf. 


Office  ro^niissARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners. 

Wdnhiiu/toii,  D.  C,  Jaly  24.  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  C.  Sciienck, 

('ominandinfi  Middle  Department.  Baltimore.  Mil.: 
General:  I  am  informed  by  Lientenant-Colouel  f-udlow.  agent  for 
exchange  of  prisoners,  tliat  .Mr.  Onld,  Confederate  agent,  declitics  to 
receive  ilr.  .lohu  (rlenn.  a  political  prisoner  wlio  was  forwarded  from 
Baltimore  to  City  Point  recently,  on  the  ground  that  he  claims  to  be  a 
citizen  of  -Maryland;  that  lie  owes  allegiance  to  the  United  States  aid 
not  to  tlie  Confederate  States,  and  tliat  he  will  refuse  to  take  any  ,ith 
of  allegiance  to  said  States.  Mr.  Onhl  also  announces  that  he  will 
continue  to  refuse  any  persmi  who  holds  to  the  same  sentiment.^, 
^'ery  resiiectfully.  vonr  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
C<donvl   Third   Infuntry  and  CnmniiH.^arylienerul  of  l^risoiiers. 
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Office 'CoMMissABY-(rENBRAL  OF  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  34,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow, 

Agent  for  Exchmuje  of  Prinoners,  Went  Point,  X.  Y.: 
Colonel:  I  have  received  tliis  inoniing  your  three  letters  of  the 
2'2d  iustant.  I  liave  iilso  been  liirnished  thi.s  mi)rniiig  with  a  eopy  of 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  which  directs  Brigadier-General 
Meredith  to  relie\e  you  iu  the  duties  of  ageut  for  exchanue  of  pris- 
ciiiers  of  war,  which  maizes  it  unnecessary  that  I  sliunld  trouble  you 
with  anything'  relating  to  the  status  in  which  we  have  been  heretofore 
associated.  Permit  me  to  express  here  my  sincere  regret  that  our  ofli- 
cial  relations,  which  have  been  so  agreeable,  are  now  to  be  terminated. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.   IIOFF.AIAX, 
Colonel   Tliird  Iiif<uitrij  nud   ('luiimisudnj-General  of  I'riKoiicrs. 


ClIAULESTON.    S.   ('.,   Jnli/    :.'!,  1,S63. 

Samuel  Cooper. 

Adjutant  mill  I n^ipedor   (linvral.   Rivhmond.    Va.: 
1  sent  ]nisoners  ca[)tureil  isth  iiisraiit  to  Cohunbia  to  be  kept  there. 
General  Winder  orders  (Jolonel  I'reston  to  send  them  to  Kichmond.     1 
wish  particularly  to  keep  them  subject  to  my  orders. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


UlOAiiia-AlM'ERS    OF     I'nE    ARMY, 

Wasliinijton,  July  J'l,  ISb'.:. 
Major-General  Banks,  Xeu-  ())l,(iii»: 

Ge:<eual:  Your  communication  of  the  lUth  instant  is  received.*  It  is 
very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  prisoners  taken  at  Port  Hudson  were 
paroled,  it  is  feared  that  the  enemy  will  r.ot  regard  such  paroles,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  not  in  accordance  wiili  the  cartel.  They 
gave  nnticc  m  -May  last  that  prisoners  of  war  must  be  delivered  and 
paroled  as  provided  iu  the  seventh  article  of  the  cartel,  and  that  any 
parole  given  in  violation  of  those  provisions  would  be  considere<l  as 
null  aud  void.  Should  these  prisoners  be  returned  U>  the  ranks  with- 
out exchange,  would  we  be  Justiried  in  punishing  them  for  violation  nf 
parole  .'  I  fear  not,  for  an  illegal  parole  is  null  ami  void.  All  prisoners 
captured  from  Lee's  army  and  improperly  paroled  were  immediately 
returned  to  duty  and  we  could  make  no  complaints.  Your  iiarticular 
atteiition  is  called  to  the  cartel,  wliicli,  iieiug  a  special  aLireeuienr 
between  the  belligerents,  must  be  stiictly  observed  bj'  both  parties.  It 
wdl  be  seen  that  prisoners  are  not  to  be  paroled  until  deli\eriHl  at  the 
pcints  sneciiied  in  the  cartel  or  agreed  upon  by  the  (■Dmmanding  gen- 
erals of  the  oi)posing  armies.  Had  you  made  an  agreement  with  ( leu- 
ei;,.'  Gardner  liefore  his  surrender  in  regard  to  the  delivery  and  i)aroling 
it  wou.'d  ha\  e  come  within  the  cDuditions  of  the  cartel,  (iut  a  prisoner 
ot  wai  cannot  enter  into  any  agreement  with  his  cajitor  which  will  liind 
his  (  •ovcrnmeiit.  1  do  not  understand,  liowe\er.  that  there  w.is  any 
agreement  of  this  kind  with  General  G-ardner  either  heiore  t>v  alter  his 

-  Sff  Sei)u.-)  I.  \dl.  X.Wt,  f;irt  I.  |..  v.. 
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surrender.     I  take  it  that  the  release  and  paroling  of  the  soldiers  waa 
a  volimtary  act  on  your  part  and  therefore  not  covered  by  the  cartel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Gh  ief. 


yi'RiNGFiELD,  Mc,  July  25,  1SG3. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

On  Wednesday  night  Cylonel  Johnson,  commanding  at  Cassville, 
notified  ine  that  a  flag  of  truce  was  at  his  outer  pickets  with  an  order 
from  the  commandant  at  Fort  Smith  to  proceed  to  Spriugheld.  I 
answered : 

Give  them  ;i  tent  and  place  a  strou;;  guanl  iiver  them  nutside  your  'Uiter  pickets, 
allowinf^  no  eoiiimunic.ition  with  theiii  except  throuu'h  the  officer  in  charge.  Let  the 
oftioev  in  charse  of  the  party  state  the  object  of  the  dag  of  truce. 

I  received  the  following  answer : 

Cassville,  July  24,  1S6S. 
General  McXf.U,  : 

Snnie  uf  the  party  nuder  liag  of  trnee  had  eoncealeil  private  letters  containing 
valuable  iuforniatioii.     1  v.  ill  send  tlieni  throuirh  I'V  mail. 

.r.  M.  JOHNSON, 
*  Colonel.  Commanding/. 

The  letters  have  just  arrived  here  and  are  unimportant,  except  one 
ordering  a  variety  of  drugs,  &c.  But  I  consider  the  covert  conveyance 
of  any  communication  by  a  flag  of  truce  as  a  violation  of  that  military 
concession.  I  have  ordered  the  parties  guilty  of  conveying  these  papers 
to  be  held  as  spies.  The  balance  of  the  party  will  be  dismissed,  with 
your  apjtroval,  notifying  General  Cabell  that  the  tiag  had  been  used  for 
improper  purposes.  I  also  would  refer  to  bis  threat  of  retaliation  as 
useless,  stating  that  retaliation  is  a  game  each  of  us  can  play  at,  and  if 
he  sets  the  lessou  1  shall  try  to  better  the  instruction. 

JOH^^"  McJ^'EIL, 
Brigadier-General. 

■'  '  "  '  ;lULl03nre.l 

Hkadijuaeters  Xokthwest  Arkansas, 

£n  the  Field,  July  16,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  JoHN  McXeil, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Springfield,  Mo.  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose*  for  your  consideration  a  letter  from 
Captain  Gilstrap,  First  Arkansas  Federal  Cavalry.  From  this  letter  you 
will  see  that  this  oflicer  or  the  military  at  the  post  at  which  he  is  serv- 
ing has  two  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  in  couhnement:  this,  too, 
in  violation  of  the  order  issued  on  the  11th  of  May,  1S63,  directing  the 
exchange  of  all  prisoners,  both  c-ivil  and  military,  that  were  arrested 
prior  to  the  1st  of  April  and  Ulth  of  May.  respectively.  I  therefore,  as 
the  commander  of  this  military  district,  demand  the  release  of  those  two 
citizens,  and  I  request  that  the  men  may  be  ordered  to  report  to  mc. 
Should  these  citizens  continue  in  confinement  by  the  U.  S.  authorir'es 
I  shall  lay  the  matter  liefore  the  commissioners  of  exchange  appoi.ited 
by  the  two  Governments,  and  hold  two  citizens  of  the  United  States 
until  they  are  released. 

W.  L.  CABELL, 
Brigadier- General,  Comvu(ndii\{i. 
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Office  Commissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Wanhington,  D.  C,  July  25,  1863. 
Surg.  J.  Simons, 

In  Charge  U.  S.  ITospifal,  Davids  Island,  X.  Y.  .- 
Sir  :  The  clothing  called  for  by  your  requisition  for  sick  and  wounded 
rebel  prisoners  will  be  furnislied  immediately.  I  think  it  proper  to 
remind  you  that  only  such  as  is  absolutely  necessary  will  be  issued. 
Men  in  hospital  at  this  season  of  the  year  require  two  shirts,  two 
drawers,  and.  if  not  in  bed.  one  pair  of  pants.  Shoes  and  socks  maybe 
necessary  in  some  cases,  but  generally  they  must  be  dispensed  with. 
Caps  are  not  issued,  and  but  few,  if  any,  re(|uire  c^ats.  If  any  are 
issued  the  skirt  should  be  cut  very  short  and  the  buttons  taken  otf  to 
distinguish  them  from  our  own  men.  As  they  are  not  to  be  furnished 
with  an  undershirt,  I  would  suggest  that  you  issue  the  cotton  shirt  in 
place  of  the  kind  of  shirt  estimated  for.  When  the  prisoners  are  for- 
warded for  delivery  all  articles  issued  to  them  not  in  use  will  be  taken 
from  them,  to  be  again  used  for  a  similar  purijose.  Ou  board  ship  they 
do  not  need  shoes,  srockings,  or  caps. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFF^IAN, 
Ciiloiiel    Third   Infunfrij  and   ('ii)iuiiix.\ari/-(7t'nernl  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison,  Alton.  III,.  .Inly  -.'o,  iS63. 

PROVnsT-?i[ARSUAL  GENERAL,  iSaint  Loiiis.  Mo.: 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  re<iuest  that  no  more  prisoners  be  sent  here 
until  we  have  room  to  accommodate  them.  VVe  ha\e  now  over  1,4:00 
prisoners  confined  in  this  prison,  a  number  nuich  greater  than  can  be 
accommodated  with  anything  like  comfort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  lIENDiacKSoX. 
Major.  U.  S.  Arnnt,  ('onunandinij  tlie  Prison. 


.Military  Pkisun,  Alfim,  III..  Jnhj  2'i,  l.'^es. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman. 

Commissurii-denerat  of  I'rixunrrx.  Wasliiiii/ton.  1>.  ('.: 
Colo>;el:  At  the  urgent  re(iiiest  nf  Mrs.  .ludd.  one  of  tiie  female 
prisoners  cimtined  in  this  prison,  I  forward  lierewitii  for  your  consid- 
eration the  inch)sed  papers  in  relation  to  her  <'asi'."  With  regard  to 
this  Wdiiian  I  am  n\'  the  opinion  that  if  she  should  be  released  on 
parole  to  go  to  the  sratc  of  Minnesota,  where  I  understand  she  has 
friends  and  ronnections,  she  vrould  remain  there  and  uivc  no  further 
trouble. 

I  lia\-e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  nmcli  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  UENDPJCKSON, 
Major  Third  Infantry,  Commanding  the  Prison. 

In  vii'w  of  the  linal  action  of  the  Sci-retary  of  War,  the  inclosed  statenieuts  are 
OQiitteil.     S,-e  also  \'ul.  \'.  this  si-ries,  pp.  tJUt-'62I. 
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[First  indoraement.] 

Office  ConnssARY-CTENERAL  op  Prisoners, 

Augusts,  1S63. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.    The  release  of  Mrs. 
Juild  is  uot  recommended. 

w.  hoffma:n^, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Cominissanj- General  of  Prisoners, 

[Second  iiidor.senifnt. ) 

Referring  to  the  opinion  of  the  provost-jndge  (Fitch);  to  that  of 
the  commanding  ofticer  of  the  prison  ^Major  Heudricksou);  the  proba- 
ble state  of  health  of  Mrs.  .rudd,  as  certified  by  the  physician ;  the 
length  of  time  she  has  been  in  the  prison;  the  position  of  (General 
Rosecrans  and  his  duties  (not  enabling  liim  to  examine  personally  into 
the  mattei'),  1  am  of  tlie  opinion  that  Mrs.  Jiidil  may  with  propriety  be 
discharged,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  it. 

E.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General,  &c. 

[Tbinl  indorafiHonr.] 

War  Department,  Anr/ust  6,  lBil3. 
The  recommendation  of  General  Hitclicock  is  aiiproved.     Respect- 
fully returned  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J  AS.  A.  HARD  IE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Extract  from  report  of  inspection  of  the  Gratiot  Street  Prison  Hospital, 
at  Saint  Lonis,  Mo.,  dated  July  :?■'>,  1><63,  by  John  L.  Le  Conte,  surgeon 
of  volunteers,  uctinij  medical  inspector,  U,  S.  Army. 

The  prison  (the  McDowell  Medical  College  Building)  is  in  very  nearly 
the  same  condition  as  when  last  inspected.  It  is  still  under  the  charge 
of  W.  J.  Masterson,  of  tlic  provost-marshal's  depaitment.  There  are 
now  but  "-'49  prisoners.  The  rooms  are  in  as  good  a  state  of  police  as 
is  practicable  with  dilapidated  rtoors  and  ceilings.  When  scrubbing  is 
done  the  water  leaks  through  from  one  story  to  another.  The  cooking 
is  done  with  care  by  prisoners,  and.  with  much  other  work  of  a  labo- 
rious nature:  [theyj  receive  no  compensation.  The  diet  is  not  composed 
of  a  sutlicient  variety  of  vegetable  food.  As  in  Myrtle  Street  Prison,  the 
prison  fund  has  gone  on  steailily  accumulating  and  now  amounts  to 
something  near  •■r'4-,000.  3Iany  of  tlie  window  sills  are  dilapidated  and 
should  be  [jrotected  with  slabs  oitlier  of  wood,  stone,  or  iron.  A 
moderate  nuiuber  of  windows  are  without  bars.  These  defects  invite 
attempts  (ju  the  part  of  the  prisoners  to  escape,  and  thereby  expose  not 
only  themselves  but  the  enqjloyi'S  of  the  prison  to  the  shots  of  the 
guard.  The  replaciiig  of  four  or  live  wooden  doors  by  movable  grat- 
ings would  enable  the  prison  to  be  better  guarded  besides  improving 
greatly  the  ventilation.  The  leakage  from  the  otficers'  privy  through  a 
badly  built  wall  into  a  large  octagonal  basement  room,  used  as  a  recre- 
ating room  during  the  day.  is  [)roductive  of  inconvenience.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  that  such  rei)airs  and  improvements  as  are  pointed 
out  in  the  foregoing  parauraplis  be  made,  so  as  to  tit  this  building 
properly  for  jtrison  inirposcs.  and  that  means  be  taken  to  supply  a 
reasonabh-  \aiict\'  of  fresh  \  egetables.  The  imprmements  suggested 
last  mouth  tor  a  huiiidry  and  batlnng  ronm  have  been  in  part  made  and 
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the  remaiiuler  will  soou  bo  completed.  It  seems  somewhat  unjust  that 
severe  labor  without  compeusatioii  sliouhl  be  obtained  from  a  portion  of 
the  i>ris()ners,  while  others  remain  in  idleness;  though  I  am  not  sufti- 
ciently  acquainted  with  prisdu  (lis(i])Iine  to  propose  any  measure  unless 
it  be  to  give  a  small  compensation  to  the  laborers  )ut  of  the  prison 
fund. 


[July  25,  1863. — For  Volhuu  to  Hammond,  in  relation  to  transporta- 
tion of  wounded  Confederate  prisduers  fiom  the  battletiekl  of  Gettys- 
burg, &c.,  see  ISeries  I,  Vol.  XX\'Ii,  I'art  I,  p.  -o.] 


[July  26,  1863. — For  correspondence,  \-c.,  not  found  herein,  relating 
to  Brig.  (len.  John  II.  Morgan's  raid  into  Indiana  and  Ohio  and 
capture,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIII.  Part  I,  p.  632  vt  svq.\ 


Saint  Louis.  July  ^W,  1863. 
lirigadier-Oeneral  McNeil,  Siirinijlhlil : 

Inform  the  bearer  of  tiag  of  truce  tliat  the  exchange  notice  pub- 
lished in  Hirhuiond  and  which  he  quotes  is  decided  by  our  authorities 
too  general  in  its  terms,  and  is  now  under  revision  by  the  commissioners 
for  exchange.  The  [irisouers  will  be  dispused  of  according  to  the  tiaal 
agreement  (jf  tlie  commissioners  if  it  is  found  to  apply  to  their  cases. 
Also  please  report  to  me  the  cases  in  question  in  order  that  I  may 
determine  whether  they  come  under  existing  rules.  Dismiss  the  tlag 
with  warning  of  the  consequences  of  the  unjustifiable  retaliation  the 
enemy  proposes.  Y'ou  are  right  in  detaining  the  bearers  of  cDucealed 
letters. 

J.  M.  SCIIOFIKLD, 

Major-lifntral. 


Confederate  States  of  AMEinnA,  ^VAR  Department, 

liicliiii(/ii>l.  Jnlij   -.'O,  1863. 
Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow.  Aijcnt  of  Ercliamje : 

Sir:  Your  conniiunication  of  the  22d  contests  my  declaration  of 
exchanges  of  otticers  made  on  the  17th  instant.  Von  say  "the  cartel 
provides  for  the  exchanges  of  eipial  rank  until  such  are  exhausted  and 
then  for  equivalents."'  If  you  had  been  at  Fortress  Monroe,  where  you 
could  have  seen  tiie  cartel,  instead  of  Xew  York,  from  which  your  letter 
is  dated,  you  would  have  written  no  such  paragraph.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  cartel  which  contains  any  such  doctrine,  or  which  favors  it. 
Every  provision  is  against  it.  N'our  own  and  my  practice  has  been 
opposed  to  it.  [  ;ii;aiu  sa\'  to  yon  what  1  have  already  stated  in  my 
coimnunicatiou  of  the  ITtli  instant,  that  your  assent  is  not  needed  to 
the  de(;lared  exchange,  and  1  shall  not  notify  theoUicera  whom  I  have 
declared  exchanged,  as  you  request.  I  have  allowed  you  to  declare 
exchanges  when  the  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  has  been  the 
greater.  This  has  been  the  case  from  the  day  when  we  Urst  met,  in 
the  fall  of  last  year,  to  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  Xow,  when  you  have 
scarcely  received  otiicial  advices  of  your  superiority  in  prisoners,  you 
boast  of  the  fact,  and  declare  that  I  cannot  give  an  equivalent  for  the 
general  ofticers  I  have  dcrlared  exidjanged.  The  jioint  yiiu  uuike  is 
worth  nothing,  even  as  you  have  stated  it.  Von  know  we  have  no 
lieutenant-.i;enerals  or  major-generals  uf  yours  in  our  hands.     For  that 


152  PRISONERS   OP   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

reason  I  have  declared  them  excliaiiged  in  privates  or  inferior  officers, 
at  your  election.  1  had  the  right,  niuler  the  cartel,  to  make  the  choice 
myself;  but  I  ])referred  that  you  should  do  it,  and  therefore  I  gave  you 
the  uotitication  which  I  did.  If  at  any  time  you  present  officers  for 
exchange  who  have  been  paroled,  and  we  have  no  officers  of  similar 
rank  on  parole,  you  can  dechire  their  exchanges  in  privates.  If  at  this 
time  you  have  any  ofHcers  of  the  rank  I  have  declared  exchanged,  or 
of  any  other  rank,  or  if  you  have  any  particular  organization  of  privates 
or  non-commissioned  officers  whom  you  wish  exchanged,  you  have  only 
to  state  such  fact  aiul  your  selection  will  be  approved.  If  you  hold  Che 
paroles  of  our  officers  of  any  rank,  as  you  state,  you  have  only  to  pre- 
sent them,  and  whatever  is  in  our  hands,  whether  on  parole  or  in  cap- 
tivity, will  be  freely  given  in  exchange  for  them.  You  say  you  have 
again  and  again  invited  me  to  a  return  to  tlie  cartel.  Now  that  our 
official  couTiection  is  being  terminated,  I  say  to  you  in  the  fear  of  God, 
and  I  appeal  to  Him  for  tfie  truth  of  the  declaration,  that  there  has 
been  no  single  inoment,  from  the  time  when  we  were  first  brought 
together  in  connection  with  the  matter  (if  exchange  to  the  present  hour, 
during  which  there  has  not  been  an  opeu  and  notorious  violation  of  the 
cartel  by  your  authorities.  <  )fticers  and  men.  numbering  over  hundreds, 
have  been,  during  your  whole  connection  with  the  cartel,  kept  in  cruel 
confinement,  sometimes  in  irons  or  doomed  to  cells,  without  charges  or 
trial.  They  are  in  prison  now.  unless  Ood  in  His  mercy  has  released 
them.  In  our  parting  moments  let  me  do  you  the  justice  to  say  that  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  so  much  your  fault  as  that  of  your  authorities. 
Nay,  more;  I  believe  your  removal  from  your  ]wsition  has  been  owing 
to  the  personal  ettbrts  you  have  made  for  a  faithful  observance  not  only 
of  the  cartel  but  of  humanity  in  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

Again  and  again  have  I  imi)ortuned  you  to  tell  me  of  one  officer  or 
man  now  held  in  confinement  by  us  who  was  declared  exchanged.  You 
have  to  those  appeals  furnished  one — Spencer  Kellogg.  For  him  I  have 
searched  in  vain.  On  the  other  hand,  I  appeal  to  your  own  records  for 
the  cases  where  your  reports  have  shown  that  our  officers  and  men  have 
been  held  for  long  months  and  eveu  years  iu  violation  of  the  cartel  and 
our  agreements.  The  last  phase  of  the  enormity,  however,  exceeds  all 
others.  Although  you  have  many  thousands  of  our  soldiers  now  in  con- 
finement in  your  prisons,  and  especially  in  that  horrible  hold  of  death — 
Fort  Delaware — you  have  not  for  several  weeks  sent  us  any  prisoners. 
During  those  weeks  you  have  dispatched  Captain  Mulford  with  the 
steamer  New  York  to  City  Point  three  or  four  times  without  any  pris- 
oners. For  the  first  two  or  three  ti'ues  some  sort  of  an  excuse  was 
attempted.  None  is  given  at  this  present  arrival.  I  do  not  mean  to 
be  otiensive  when  1  say  that  efi'rontery  could  not  give  one.  I  ask  you 
with  DO  purpose  of  disrespect  what  can  you  think  of  this  covert  attempt 
to  secure  the  delivery  of  all  your  prisoners  iu  our  hands  without  the 
release  of  those  of  ours,  who  are  languishing  in  hopeless  misery  iu  \our 
prisons  and  dungeons' 

KespectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchawje. 


^tliLiTARY  Prison,  Alton,  III.,  July  36,  1SG3. 
Col.  W.  HoFFiiAN,  Conn)iis!i((ry-(lc)iernl  <if  Prisoners : 

CiiLONEL:   I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  TCS  Confederate  prisoners 
of  \\  ar  tVoiu  N'icksburg  and  points  above  arrived  here  this  morning,  but 
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on  account  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  prison  at  this  time  we  could  not 
receive  them.  They  were  sent  to  Saint  Louis  to  be  provided  for  by 
the  provost  marshal-general  of  Missouri  at  that  city.  The  number  of 
prisoners  confined  here  is  over  1,100.  Two  of  the  female  prisoners, 
]\Irs.  Nicholson  and  Mrs.  Hyde,  were  released  to  day,  the  former  by  au 
order  from  Brigadier-General  llurlbut,  commanding  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  remitting  unexpired  sentence,  and  the  latter  by  parole  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  by  order  of  General  Rosecrans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  HKNDHICKSON, 
Major,  r.  S.  Army,  Commandant  of  Prison. 


IIeadqx'ARTERS  i)F  the  Ak>iy. 

Washinijtoit,  D.  C,  July  27,  isfl-l. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  "MEREDiTn.  Fort  }fonrot': 

General:  Vou  will  please  intonu  Mr.  Quid,  agent  for  exchange  of 
prisoners,  that  General  .lohu  H.  .Morgan  and  his  otMccrs  will  be  placed 
in  close  confinement  and  held  as  hostages  for  the  members  of  Colonel 
Streight's  command  who  have  not  been  delivered  in  compliance  with 
the  conditions  of  the  cartel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.   IIALLECK, 

Oi'iieral-in-Chief. 


Cincinnati,  July  ;'r,  i>Y;.j. 
Governor  Tod: 

(ienerai   llalle<'k  wants  all  Moruan's  oiiiccrs  put  in  the  penitentiary 
of  vour  State.     What  is  your  opinion,  :md  luivc^  vou  room  .' 

A.   K.  Bn;X81Di], 

Mdjor-dfiural. 


<.'OLT'MRt"S,  ./(//(/    ■}?,   ISHS. 

Major-General  Bx'Rnside,  ('incinnafl,  oh'm  : 

I  approve  of  General  Hailcck's  suggestion  to  rontinr  Morgan  and  his 
principal  officers  iu  the  Ohio  [leuitcntiarv.  \\'e  iia\('  room  for  about 
thirty. 

|)A\'ll)  TOD, 


\\'i;i.i,svir.i-F.,  nuio,  JuUi  jr.  l^i;:;. 
Capt.  F.  W.  nriDEKOPER : 

You  will  take  charge  of  all  the  prisoners  (of  Mi)rgan's  eonimand) 
captured  yesterday  and  C(jnvey  them  to  Columbus.     There  deliver  them 
to  the  commanding  oflicerofCJamp  (Jhase,  taking  a  reeeifit  from  him  for 
them.     You  will  then  return  to  I'irtshnrg  and  rejoin  \onr  command. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Brooks: 

\VM.  i;,  iiowil. 

('<ip/i(iii    ami    Assistant   Adjiitinil  < !'  lural. 
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[July  27, 1863.— For  Cuyler  to  Haminoiid,  iu  relation  to  condition  of 
Confederate  prisoners  (woiuuled)  after  battle  of  (iettysburs  and  their 
transportation  to  other  points,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVII,  Part  I, 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield,  Juhj  27,  ISfJS. 
Col.  J.  M.  Johnson,  ConunaiiiUng  at  Caxsville: 

Colonel:  I  semi  by  yonr  messenger  answer  to  General  Cabell  to  be 
sent  to  him  by  tiag  of  truce. 

The  tiag-  of  truce  will  be  dismissed  on  delivery  of  the  inclosure  for 
General  Cabell  excepting  the  i>arty  or  parties  detected  in  attempting 
to  pass  letters  into  our  lines.  He  or  they  will  be  sent  under  guard  to 
this  post  with  the  witnesses  in  the  case. 

You  will  provide  for  the  wants  of  Captain  Palmer  and  party  on  their 
return,  and  admonish  the  ca[)tain  that  the  nest  Hag-oftruce  party 
similarly  implicated  will  be  held  as  spies,  one  and  all. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McNElL, 
Bri<j(iilii-r-(l(  )tcriil.  Commanding. 


Hdors.  District  of  Socthwestern  Missouri, 

Springfifld.  Mo.,  Jubj  27,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cajiell. 

Commanding  Xdrtha-esfein  Arkansa-'^.'in   the  Field: 
Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  June 
.30*  demanding  the  release  of  two  i)risoners  named  Dotson  and  Spencer; 
also  copy  of  an  exchange  notice  [lublished  at  ilichmond.  Va.,  under 
date  of  -Afay  11,  1S63. 

IS'ot  having  any  orders  that  agreed  with  the  above-named  notice,  I 
referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  commanding  general  of  this  military 
department,  who  iu  reply  says: 

Tho  oxcbange  notici>  published  iu  Richmond  isdecideii  by  our  authorities  too  gen- 
eral iu  its  teniis.  and  is  now  uuder  revigiou  by  tiie  romuiissioneia  Ibv  exchange.  The 
]jrisouer>i  will  bo  di^post■d  ot  according  to  the  liual  agrcemeur  of  the  eommissioners 
it  it  is  found  to  apply  to  their  eases. 

I  am  also  directed  to  report  the  cases  in  question  that  he  may  deter- 
mine whether  they  come  under  existing  rules. 

You  will  thus  see  that  there  is  every  disposition  to  give. the  parties 
in  whose  behalf  you  lia\'e  interested  yourself  the  full  benefit  of  any 
agreement  there  now  exists  or  may  exist  between  the  Government  of 
rlu^  I'nircd  States  and  the  military  autlnnities  of  the  revolting  States. 

I  ".(luld  resper;  tully  state  to  you  in  this  connection  that  your  threat 
of  unjustiliable  ret, illation  can  liave  no  eft'ect  on  the  determination  of 
this  i;ase.  .rustice  will  he  done  and  duty  i)erformed  without  regard  to 
conseiiueiices.  . 

Yon  need  irot  be  reminded,  general,  that  retaliation  is  a  game  that 
two  can  play  at,  and  I  sincerely  hope  you  may  not  set  me  any  lessons 
that  will  compel  me  to  better  the  instructions. 

1  regret  to  have  to  state  that  I  have  notice  i^by  telegraph)  from  the 
commandant  at  Cassville  that  some  [lerson  or  [)ersons  connected  with 
your  Hag  of  truce  have  been  guilty  of  an  attempt  to  convey  written 

'  Not  Ibund. 


V 
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communications  within  our  lines,  and  men  were  detected  in  attempting 
to  deliver  them.  One  of  these  letters  is  an  order  for  a  large  quantity 
(if  (Iruifs  and  other  contraband  articles. 

As  I  am  not  inclined  to  charge  auy  one  other  than  the  party  impli- 
cated by  the  discovery  with  this  gross  violation  of  the  obligations  of  a 
flag  of  truce,  I  answer  you  as  though  this  had  not  happened;  but  I 
sliall  detain  the  guilty  party  for  trial.  This  disposition  of  the  guilty 
party  is  one  that  you  as  a  soldier,  versed  in  the  laws  and  usages  of  war, 
must  approve.  The  obligations  of  military  honor  should  never  be 
trifled  with  with  iinpiiiiity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McNEIL, 
nrit/dilirr-dciieriil,  (_'(imin<iiiilin(j. 


Headc^tarter.s  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Slirercpoi-f.  La.,  July  :J7,  IS&i. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and   fiinp.  Gen.  C.  S.  .Inni/,  Rleluiiond,   Vn.: 
(iENERAL:  [  have  gathered  from  the  papers,  but  have  had  no  official 
information,   that  the  exchange  of   commissioned   officers   lias   been 
resumed. 

I  write  to  request  that  if  the  exchange  mentioned  has  been  resumed 
an  official  notification  to  that  elfect  be  sent  me. 

There  are  now  here  (piite  a  number  of  commissioned  officers  captured 
by  .^rajor-General  Taylor's  forces  in  Lower  Louisiana  who  should  be 
exciianged  if  this  exchange  has  been  resumed. 

There  are  also  man\-  paroled  prisoners  from  Vicksburu'  and  Tort 
Hudson  passing  through  the  country.  I  would  respectfully  re(|uest 
that  a  special  messenger  be  sent  to  notify  me  of  the  time  of  their 
exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  geiierab  very  respectfallv.  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.   Kllir.V  SMITH. 
Liintinaiit-diiirriil,  CdiiinKDiiliiiij. 

October  \2,  LSiiS. 

IJespectfnlly  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  hope  LieutenantGeneral  Smith  will  sjjeedily  be  informed  that  the 
exchange  of  officers  has  not  been  i-esumed.  and  [  trust  lie  will  keep  all 
his  prisoners  (officers  and  men)  in  custody.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
send  by  certain  conveyance  to  him  my  declaration  of  the  exchange  of 
the  Vicksburg  prisoners .'  I  have  dispatch(Nl  .Major  Szymanski  west  of 
the  ^Mississippi  to  inform  our  commanders  there  of  all  essential  informa- 
tion as  to  the  present  position  of  all  matters  roiinectod  with  exchanges 
and  paroles. 

Kd.  OI'LI), 

Ai/rlit   of   ExrliiUKje. 
:Scronil  in.lnr-^em.ut.' 

OCI'OIJER    14,  \6i)o. 

Inform  General  Smith  of  the  substance  of  Mr,  Quid's  indorsement, 
also  that  on  the  reassembling  of  two  tliiids  c.r  any  of  the  regiments 
of  paroled  prisoners  ordered  to  icndezvous  we-t  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
m  tormation  thereof,  they  will  be  immediately  declared  exchanged.     We 
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have  not  enongh  of  paroled  or  imprisoned  ca])tives  to  exchange  all  the 
captives  paroled  or  beld  by  the  enemy,  and  hence  until  reassembled  we 
do  not  wish  to  exhaust  our  privilege  of  declaring  exchanges. 

J.  A.  SEDDOjST, 

Secretary. 


BALTnroRE,  July  38,  1863. 
Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND  : 

Your  telegram  coiiiiaiinicating  the  peremptory  order  of  the  President 
for  the  immediate  release  of  .John  Glenn  is  received.  I  had  already 
released  him  and  he  is  at  home  on  parole  to  appear  ou  the  17th  August, 
to  answer  to  charges  sustained  by  affidavits:  but  if  the  President  directs 
it  I  will  send  for  him  and  make  his  release  absolute.  I  cannot  report 
to  the  judge-advocate  the  formal  charges  and  proof  in  full  until  the 
return  of  Colonel  Fish,  provost  marshal,  ou  the  li'th  of  August,  he 
being  absent  now  on  sick-leave.  I  will  state,  however,  that  Glenn  was 
arrested  by  Colonel  Fish  for  the  use  of  violent,  disloyal,  and  mischiev- 
ous language,  such  as  declarations  that  the  throats  of  all  the  damned 
Yankees  ought  to  be  cut.  He  obstinately  refused  and  still  refuses  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  or  give  parole  for  his  good  behavior  as  a  good 
citizen.  ITe  was  sent  South  to  be  put  through  the  lines  after  all  reason- 
ing, argument,  and  kindness  had  been  exhausted  on  him,  and  he  was 
still  unyieldingly  perverse;  but  owing  to  some  misunderstanding  or 
blunder  at  Fort  Monroe  he  was  sent  to  City  Point  among  prisoners  for 
exchange  and  then  returned  here,  not  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Confederate  States. 

Will  you  communicate  this  to  the  President  and  to  the  judge-advocate 
and  let  me  know  if  any  other  report  is  required  of  me  now '?  Please  let 
me  know  also  if  I  am  to  consider  it  the  policy  of  the  Government  and 
of  the  President  that  hereafter  I  am  not  to  arrest  those  in  this  commu- 
nity who  use  disloyal  and  mischievous  language  and  declarations,  and 
punish  them  or  put  them  under  some  security  for  their  good  behavior. 
Instruct  me  also  if  Glenn  is  to  be  released  from  his  parole  to  appear 
again 

PvOBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Delaware,  JuJij  28,  1863. 
Col.  W.  HOFF'MAN,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Eighteen  rebel  surgeons  here.  Two  of  the  chaplains  were  sent  to 
Johnson's  Island  for  having  tampered  with  my  command,  inducin.u-  them 
to  desert.  I  have  steamers  Fmiiire  City  and  Daniel  Webster  here  by 
your  order.  (See  telegram  .Tuly  9.)  Sick  will  be  sent  as  ordered. 
Several  prisoners  made  an  attempt  last  night  to  escape.  One  was  shot 
dead  by  the  guard  and  the  rest  returned  to  the  barracks. 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Briijadicr-ifencral,  Commandinfi, 


Washington,  July  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  BuRNSinE: 

The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  Tieneral  .Morgan  and  the  officers 
captured  with  his  command  be  sent  to  the  Columbus  penitentiary.     If 
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it  cannot  receive  them  all,  send  the  excess  to  tbe  most  convenient  pen- 
itentiary in  Ohio. 

VV.  HOFFMAN, 

Commmarij- General  of  Prisoners. 


NOKFiiLK,  N'A.,  Juhj  ;.>S,  1SIJ3. 
His  Excellency  AbrahA-m  Lincoln, 

['resident  I'nitcd  States: 
Ihe  undersigned  respectfully  request  that  Dr.  O.  M.  Wright,  of  tljjs 
city,  charged  with  the  umrdor  of  Lieutenant  Sauboin,  be  restored  to 
his  home  and  family  or  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  autliorities  or  some 
other  tribunal  where  lie  can  have  the  privilege  of  a  fair  and  imiiartial 
trial,  which  right  belongs  to  every  human  being. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  S.  MILLSON. 
[And  ninetv-four  other  citizens.! 


[July  28, 1803. — For  Pemberton's  eirciihir.  assuming  command  of  all 
paroled  prisoners  at  Demopolis.  Ala.,  see  Series  1.  V'ol.  XXIV,  I'art 

HI,  p.  loa^i.] 


HEADuUAKTERS    Dl'-.TART-MENT    OF    THE    MlSSiiUKI, 

Saliit   Loiii.s.  July  :J9,  isiio. 
Col.  E.   D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Washin(jton,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  prisimers  of 
war  who  have  been  conscripted  or  otherwise  forced  into  the  rebel  serv- 
ice may  be  released  upon  taliiug  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  whether  the 
cartel  rei|uires  that  all  prisoners  of  war  shall  be  delivered  at  the  points 
designateil  for  parole  or  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELU, 

Major-General. 


Washingtox,  ■lull/  :.'!!,  ISh'o. 

IMaJ.  Gen.  J.  M.  S<'hofu:ld: 

The  surgeon  recoiiiinends  that  no  more  than  l.dOi)  i)risoners  be  held 
at  Alton  prison  at  one  time.  Prisoners  of  war  are  not  to  be  forwarded 
to  City  Point  without  order  from  the  W'av  Department. 

W.   HOFFMAX, 
I  'oininissarii-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office.  Commissai;y-(;eneral  (if  Piu.soneks. 

Wash, Ill/ton.  />.  <\.  Jnlii  ^>'J.  2>6i. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  aciiOFiELD. 

Gommandin(j  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

The  General-inChief  has  directed  that  all  rebel  officers  prisoners  of 

war  be  confined  at  the  depot  on  .Tohnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky,  and 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  order  to  that  point  an.\'  now 

at  or  who  may  arrive  at  Saint  Louis  or  Alton,  provided  it  can  be  done 
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without  danger  of  carrying  the  smallpox  with  them.  Under  existing 
orders  medical  ofticers  and  chaplains  are  to  be  sent  beyond  our  lines 
and  unconditionally  released,  but  at  this  time  the  order  is  suspended, 
and  I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  detain  until  further  orders 
at  Saint  Louis  or  Alton  any  who  may  now  be  held  at  either  of  those 
places. 

Very  respe(;tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAISI, 

Voloufi  Tkinl  [iif«ntrii  and  (.'oiiiiiii.'^.sitfi/- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  (_'ommissary-(1i:;.neral  of  Prisoners, 

Wa.shriKitoH,  I).  C,  July  :J9,  1863. 
Brig.  (ren.  W.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  Fort  McRenrjj.  Bulthnnrr.  Mrl.: 
General:  I  am  happy  to  iiif(.)riii  you  that  your  recommendation  for 
the  erection  of  barracks  for  prisoner^  of  war  al  I'ort  Mcllenry  has 
been  ap[iroved  and  the  necessary  orilci>  will  be  given.  I  presume  the 
hospital  will  also  be  ordered.  1  fornot  tn  inentiim  to  you  that  1  have 
fiiund  tlie  Farmer  boiler  the  most  eci)!ioiiii(al  and  cimvenient  for  cook- 
ing for  prisoners,  and  I  ailvise  wmto  ;i.-ctliem  instead  of  camp-kettles. 
Those  ill  which  the  boiler  sits  inside  an  onter  ..-ase  are  nuicli  better 
than  the  kind  where  the  boiler  is  pinccd  on  top  of  tlie  furnace.  A 
boiler  of  forty  gallons  and  one  dt  iiiteLii  uulloiis  will  readily  cook  for 
120  men. 

^'ery  respectfullv,  vour  obi'dicnt  servant. 

\V.   HUFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infuntnj  and  (  nnuui.-<:<anj-(lineral  uf  Prisoners. 


Office  Co.M?.ii.s,sARv-(ri;N-ERAL  (jf  i'RisoNERS, 

Washington,  I).  C,  Jubj  ;>0,  ISG.J. 
Suru'.  J.  Simons, 

De  Camp  Cmeral  [[o.^pifal.  Ihirid.-i  Island,  X.  F.  : 
Sir:  I  have  returned  to  (aptain  Moruan.  ;issistanr  (|uartermaster, 
your  estimate  for  clothing  for  i(ris<iiiL'rs  of  war  in  your  hospital, 
aiijjroved  with  some  exceptions.  \  our  istiinate  calls  tor  full  suits  of 
clothing  for  1,00()  men,  and  as  it  is  not  intentled  to  issue  more  clothing 
than  is  absolutely  necessary,  1  have  stricken  off  tiie  caps,  coats,  one- 
half  the  shoes,  and  tliree-fonrtlis  cif  the  stm-ldngs.  Tlieyall  have  outer 
garments,  sQuh  as  tlieir  own  Wwt  Deiiartnicnt  lurnislies  tliem,  and 
that  nuist  be  made  to  answer  thcia  liy  washing  ami  mending.  Voiir 
estimate  of  tlie  2:'td  was  for  a  hirgc  (inantity  of  tiicse  artirles — quite.  1 
tliiuk,  enough  to  siii)i>ly  theii-  reusoiiaiiU^  wants.  Please  a(com[iany 
your  estnuates  with  cxplaiuuions,  that  the  ucressity  ma\'  be  unilerstood. 
\'erv  rcsiiecifuHv,  sdur  oijiilient  servant, 

W.   nOFFMAX, 
Colontl    lliird   I iii'n iitiji  ^nid   < 'am inlssani-Ctni-ral  nl'  Prisoners. 


IlK  vhijCAUi  e:;-    1  )i;rAi;TMENr  of  tuk  (_)nio, 

I  inrinnati,  Ohio,  -/nli/  .:'!).  ISdS. 
<;eneral  ^FoKCrAX.  citi/  I'r'smi : 

P.y  direction  of  the  ,ueinM\,l  CMiiiniiiniling  I  am  desired  to  say  that  no 
privileges  wdl  l)e  granted  ti'   \  .mu- <  oniniaiid   until  olUcial  intelligence 
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is  received  of  the  release  of  Colonel  Streight's  men,  now  in  conliuement 
at  Richmond.  Ample  rations  will  be  provided.  This  is  written  to 
jnevent  all  unnecessary  applications  for  favors. 

After  the  release  of  the  otticers  at  Richmond  the  same  favors  that 
have  always  been  siiown  to  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  general  com- 
manding will  be  shown  you. 
Respectfully, 

1).   li.  LA];NEI), 
Captain  ami  ^Is.'^isfaut  Adjutatit-demral. 


Headotarters  Department  of  S.  ('.,  Ga..  and  Fla., 

CharU'stoii,  S.  C.  ■IhIij   ■.'.'»,  ISCS. 
His  Excellency  the  (iovEUNOU  of  the  State  of  S.  Oauolina  : 

Sir:  I  have  just  been  furnished  with  an  otlicial  copy  of  the  jnint 
resolution  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  retaliation  (No.  74 1,  scctiou  7 
of  which  reads  as  follows: 

ah  iii'^Tot-s  (ir  mul.irroc^  wlm  -.linll  lir  (Mignsf-d  in  war,  i<v  1m'  taken  in  ariu^  again-.t 
tlio  Ciiiit'i-di-V!itc  States,  or  whi)  >liall  -ivi-  aHl'oi'  cunifnrr  tci  the  eiiemie-,  uC  i  !ir  Cnn- 
t'ederate  .'states.  >hall,  when  captiued'  in  the  Cmifederate  Slah  ..  be  dejivereil  to  the 
anthoi'ities  iif  tlii'  State  (ir  States  in  wbieli  ihey  shall  lie  eapruieil.  i.i  Ije  di  .ill  with 
acCDrding  tu  the  iire--ent  en-  tiitnre  laws  uf  sueli  State  ..r  Siaies. 

lu  accordante  with  this  act  I  am  nuw  prc))ared  to  turn  over  to  you. 
or  to  such  authorized  agent  as  you  may  appoint,  the  ncumes  and 
mulattoes  recently  taken  in  arms  against  the  Cr>nfeder;ite  States  on 
■lames  au<l  Morris  Islands,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
■State  of  South  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(;.  T.  REAlRKGAUl), 

General,  VDininainHnij. 


Office  <Jioni!s.sii'iNER  for  I-Ixciiange, 

Fort  Monrae.   IVt.,  -Inhj  30,  ISH'!. 
Ron.  II.  Ofld,  Afieiit  for   E.vi-haiiiir,  ,It.  .- 

Sir:  On  July  (.lunej  10,  lSii:3.  the  bark  Texana.  bound  from  New 
York  to  New  (Orleans,  was  captured  and  burned  by  one  James  Duke 
;iiid  some  tifteen  otiiers  who  were  ou  board  the  steamer  l^ostoii,  which 
steamer  they  had  taken  possession  of  the  night  before.  The  pilot  <d' 
the  Texana  was  permitted  to  land,  but  the  captain  and  crew  were  laken 
to  3lobile,  and  from  thence  to  Rit'hiuond,  where  e\'er  since  they  have 
been  confined  in  the  Eiliby  i'lisou. 

This  case  appears  to  mc  to  lie  li.iril  in  all  its  liearings,  and  I  cannot 
think  that  the  autiiorities  at  iJichmund  wonM  >;inction  such  iiie^ular 
jpioceeilings  or  establisli  such  an  inliuman  preci'dcnr  wcie  tlicy  tally 
cognizant  of  the  facts  in  rlic  case.  With  this  is  a  list  of  these  pi  jsoii- 
ers.  and  I  ho\ie  you  will  use  your  best  endetivois  tor  their  iimnediate 
release. 

RespectfuHv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MKREDlTir. 
UriijKilii  r-IJriio'iil  mill   Ciiiiiiiiissioiier  Jnr  E.n-liiiinjr, 
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Office  Commissioneb  foe  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  30,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ovld, 

Commissiorwr  for  Exchange,  Ac,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  This  will  inform  you,  aucl  throagli  you  the  authorities  under 
whom  you  act,  that  General  John  H.  .Morgan  ami  his  officers  will  be 
placed  in  close  confinement  and  held  as  hostages  for  the  members  of 
Colonel  Streight's  command  who  have  not  been  delivered  in  compliance 
with  the  conditions  of  the  cartel  agreed  to  by  Major-General  Uix  and 
Major-General  Hill. 

Kespectfully.  voiir  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  s.  Voi.i.,  nml  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Military  Prisun,  Altim,  III.,  July  30,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commi.inarij- General  of  Frisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  Doctor  Keeney.  surgeon,  ('.  8.  Army,  who  inspected  this 
prison  and  the  prison  hospital  some  da\  .s  ago,  a  copy  of  whose  report 
has  I  presume  been  sent  you,  recomoifuded  that  a  building  for  small- 
pox hospital  should  be  procured  immediately  outside  the  prison  walls. 
To  procure  a  building  suitable  for  the  purpose  is.  I  hud,  a  difficult  matter, 
for  alter  a  thorough  search  for  several  days,  both  in  the  city  and  out,  I 
have  found  no  building  which  can  be  had  that  is  at  all  suitable  for  a 
hospital.  Doctor  Williams,  of  tbis  city,  whom  I  have  employed  as  au 
assistant  in  the  prison  hospital,  in  comi)liauce  with  the  recommendation 
of  Surgeon  Keeney,  suggests  that  a  temporary  building  of  plank  could 
be  erected  upon  some  vacant  lot  near  the  city  for  smallpox  patients. 
This  I  suppose  can  be  done  at  a  ciimi)aratively  small  expense,  and 
should  the  proposition  be  entertained,  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will 
advise  me  whether  the  cost  of  such  a  building  can  be  defrayed  from  the 
prison  fund,  or  must  the  4uarterinaster"s  department  pay  the  expense  of 
its  erection! 

The  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  \'olunteers,  which  has  been  posted  at  this 
place  for  the  past  twelve  months,  was  relieved  to-day,  by  order  of  the 
commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  by  the  Thirty-seventh 
Iowa,  generally  called  the  Silver  (1  rays,  it  being  composed  entirely  of 
old  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  iie,  >ir,  with  umcli  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  HEXDKICKSOy, 
Major  T/iinl  I njimlni.  Conunanding  the  Prison. 


JI'DOK-ADVik  AlE-l  ■ENi;ilAL'S    OFFICE,  Juhj  31,  1S63. 

The  Secretary  ^f  War: 

The  prisoner,  (icuru-  \V.  rhiiiu!.^(Ui,  ajjpears  to  have  been  arrested 
by  the  provost-maislia!  nf  Wc-tci  ii  \"iiginia,  or  by  soldiers  acting  under 
his  direction.  It  dues  n.>r.  imwevcr.  ;i[)pear  on  what  grounds  or  for 
what  purpose  the  arrest  \v;is  made  rhoiigh  from  the  returns  of  the 
jailer  it  would  seem  tbar  he  claici.'il  r^  hold  him  as  a  hostage  by  order 
"of  the    Governor    as    constitiUion.ii    coiunianderin-cliief  of  Virginia 
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militia.  The  provost-marshal  should  be  required  to  report  at  once  for 
what  otfense  aud  by  what  authority  the  prisoner  was  arrested,  and  the 
report  when  received  will  probal)ly  enable  the  Secretary  to  dispose  of 
the  case.  This  course  is  the  more  obviously  proper  since  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  this  arrest  was  made  iu  violation  of  the  declared 
purpose  of  the  Department  in  reference  to  the  prisoner.  Major  Turner, 
in  speaking  for  the  Secretary,  stated  to  the  provost-marshal  that  iu 
case  the  prisoner  liad  done  nothing  disloyal  since  liis  return  he  was  not 
to  be  molested  for  anything  that  had  occurred  prior  to  his  exchange, 
and  Judge  Jackson  alleges  in  his  opinion  that  the  prisoner  has  not  been 
charged  as  guilty  of  any  disloyal  practices  since  the  time  named.  The 
seizing  and  holding  of  hostages  in  reprisal  for  captures  made  by 
the  enemy  is  certainly  an  exercise  of  the  war-making  power,  belong- 
ing exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  and  which  cannot  be 
shared  by  the  Governor  of  the  States  without  leading  to  deplorable 
complications. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate- General. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

Wiiahington,  D.  C,  Juhj  .11,  1S6S. 
Maj.  W.  S.  PiERSON, 

Commnndhuj  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Major:  You  will  hereafter  permit  no  purchases  of  clothing  by  rebel 
ofticers  prisoners  of  war,  except  such  as  are  absolutely  necessary.  One 
suit  of  outer  garments  and  a  change  of  underclothes  is  all  they  require, 
aud  if  they  liave  this  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  purchase  anything 
more.  If  they  buy  either  coats  or  pants,  they  must  be  of  gray  cloth, 
such  as  they  wear,  with  plain  buttons,  without  trimmings.  They  will 
not  be  permitted  to  buy  boots  of  any  kind,  and  only  shoes  of  poor 
quality. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.    HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Coinmissary-Genernl  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  July  31,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  found  out  that  Spencer  Kellogg  at  last.  He  is  now  in 
Castle  Thunder  and  has  been  there  perhaps  two  months.  Military 
prisoners  are  not  couhued  there  as  a  general  rule,  and  for  that  reason 
no  in(|uiry  was  made  iu  that  quarter.  He  is  charged  with  being  a  spy 
and  deserter.  The  specitication  states  that  about  the  latter  part  of 
-January,  lStJ2.  he  ap|)eared  in  front  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  a  small  boat,  representing  himself  as  a-  deserter  from  the  Fed- 
eral service  and  as  desirous  of  Joiuiug  the  Confederate  Army;  that  he 
was  placed  tirst  on  the  floating  battery  and  afterward  transferreil  to  the 
gun-boat  General  Polk,  and  then  again  at  his  own  request  transferred 
to  the  engineer  corps  on  duty  at  Island  Xo.  10;  that  whilst  at  the  latter 
place  he  made  sketches  and  drawingsof  the  fortiticationsand  defenses; 
that  he  was  arrested  and  made  his  escape  to  the  Federal  authorities, 
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by  whom  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  master,  and  while  in  that 
capacity  was  captured  on  board  the  Federal  gun-boat  Essex.  The 
specification  alleges  that  he  made  the  drafts  and  sketches  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnisliiiig  them  as  information  to  the  Federal  authorities. 
These  are  very  grave  charges.  If  they  were  less  so  I  would  send  Kellogg 
to  you,  I  have  sent  for  the  witnesses  whose  names  are  appended  to  the 
specification.  They  are  in  the  Southwest.  Kellogg  shall  have  the 
speediest  possible  trial,  and  if  the  allegations  of  the  specification  are 
not  sustained  he  will  be  delivered  to  you. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  July  31,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman.  Commismnj-General  of  Prisoners: 

SiE:  I  ;im  a  loyal  man  and  love  my  country  and  her  free  institutions 
and  cannot  consent  to  see  such  favors  extended  to  rebels  as  are  con- 
stantly done  at  Camp  Morton  and  remain  silent.  I  understand  you 
have  entire  control  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  prisoners  of  war  and 
for  that  reason  address  you. 

A  short  time  since  John  H.  JNlorgan,  of  the  rebel  army,  made  a  raid 
through  this  State  and  Ohio  and  at  last  was  captured  with  most  of  his 
men.  About  1,000  of  his  men  were  sent  to  Camp  Morton.  Hardly  had 
they  reached  there  until  their  friends  crowded  to  see  them,  furnishing 
them  with  money  and  clothing  and  various  articles  of  food,  treating  and 
talking  to  them  as  martyrs  and  heroes,  and  confirming  them  in  their 
rebel  sentiments.  Such  things  are  occurring  at  Camp  Morton  every 
day,  and  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  visit  headquarters  at 
Camp  Morton  between  10  and  1-  a.  ra.  and  3  to  4  p.  m.  of  every  day  can 
see  from  three  to  sis  rebels  conversing  with  their  friends,  laughing  and 
enjoying  themselves  and  sneering  at  the  Yankees,  and  boasting  of  their 
rebel  raid  and  of  what  they  will  do  when  exchanged.  When  I  remem- 
ber the  cruel  treatment  our  own  brave  soldiers  have  always  received 
from  the  rebels  when  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  their  hands  as  pris- 
oners I  confess  it  makes  my  blood  boil  to  see  the  extreme  privileges 
granted  to  Morgan's  thieves.  I  cannot  say  where  the  fault  is,  but  I  am 
informed  that  the  permission  to  visit  these  rebels  comes  from  (jeneral 
Burnside  and  General  Willcox,  and  you  can  see  at  the  Bates  House  in 
this  city  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  tiounshing  their  permits 
and  boasting  of  the  prowess  of  their  relatives  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
And  in  an  hour  or  two  you  can  see  the  same  parties  at  Camp  IMorton 
enjoying  the  society  of  their  rebel  friends,  condoling  with  them  in  their 
misfortune  in  being  captured,  and  at  the  same  time  see  them  waited  on 
by  our  own  soldiers  wlui  lia\-e  liceii  prisoners  to  tlie  rebels  and  who  c(un- 
plain  bitterly  of  the  treatment  awarded  to  these  lawless  desperadoes. 

These  are  facts,  colonel,  as  you  can  ascertain  by  examination  person- 
ally or  by  writing  to  this  ])luce.  Captain  Hamilton,  commanding  the 
cami),  Lieutenant  Kobinson.  cnmmissary  of  prisoners,  dare  not  deny 
the  truth  of  the  statement.  As  far  as  Camp  Morton  is  concerned  they 
are  both  at  the  post  and  Icnou-  that  such  things  are  occurring  there 
ilaily.  I  could  give  you  my  name  Imr  do  not  care  to  be  mixed  up  in  this 
affair;  but  I  trust  that  you  will  investigate  this  matter  even  though 
this  letter  is 

ANONYMOUS. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND    CONFEDERATE.        163 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wdshinf/tnii,  D.  C,  August  •/,  ISfiS. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.    The  within  charges 
are  of  a  grave  character,  and  though  they  are  jneseiited  in  a  question- 
able shape,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  an  investigation  be 
made. 

VV.  aOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Iii/aiitri/  and  Co)umi.ss(n-i/(n'iieral  of  Prisoners. 

i  Serond  iinlorsi'nient  ] 

Laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War.  who  sent  dispatches  to  General 
Willcox,  (ieueral  Burnside,  and  Governor  Morton,  directing  the  proper 
steps  to  correct  the  evils  reported. 

W.  H. 


General  Orders.  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  1'52.  s  Washington.  July  :-lU  ISiiS. 

The  following  order  of  the  President  is  published  for  the  information 
and  government  of  all  concerned: 

KxEcrTiVE  Mansion-,   n'nshinijton.  Julij  .:0,  1SS3. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Government  to  u'ive  protectiou  to  its  citizens,  of  nliatsoever 
class,  color,  oi-  onuilitiou,  ami  especially  to  tliose  who  are  duly  or<janlze<l  as  s(jldiers 
in  the  public  service.  The  law  of  nations  and  the  usases  and  customs  of  war,  as 
carried  on  by  civilized  powers,  permit  no  distinction  as  to  c(dor  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  war  as  public  enemies.  To  sell  nr  enslave  any  captured  person  on 
account  of  his  color  and  for  no  uii'ense  against  the  laws  of 'war  is  a  relapse  into 
barbarism  and  a  crime  aj;ainst  the  civilization  of  the  aije. 

The  Government  nf  the  t'nited  States  will  give  the  same  protection  to  all  its  sol- 
diers; and  if  the  enemy  shall  sell  or  enslave  any  nne  because  nf  his  color,  the  ntfense 
shall  be  punished  by  retaliation  upon  the  enemy's  prisoners  in  our  possessiou. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  for  every  soldier  of  the  United  .States  killed  in  vbda- 
tion  of  the  laws  of  war  a  rebel  soldier  .■^hall  be  executed,  and  for  every  one  euslaveil 
by  the  enemy  or  sold  into  slavery  a  ri'bel  soldier  shall  bo  placed  at  hard  labor  on  the 
public  works  and  continued  at.sucdi  labor  until  the  other  shall  be  released  and  receive 
the  treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of  w-ar. 


By  order  of  the  Sccietary  of  War: 


ABRAHAM    LINCOLX. 

E.   I).  TOWXSEND, 

Assista n t  A djutan t-  General. 


[August  1, 1863.— For  reports  of  Cols.  John  Coburn  and  William  L. 
Utley  of  their  capture  at  Thompson's  St:>tion,  Tenn.,  March  5,  186;!,  and 
subsequent  treatment  as  prisoners  of  war,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXIII, 
Part  I,  p,  85  et  se(i.\ 

IlEAIxjrARrERS    i  U-'    THE    ARMY, 

Washington.  I>.  ('.,  August   1,  I--i::;. 
Major-General  PoSErRANS,  Xashrille: 

A  .Major  Jones,  Twenty-eightli  Mississipiti.  has  presented  himself 
with  authority  by  you  to  go  South  on  parole.  Such  authority  is  in 
violation  of  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  and  the  parole  null  and 
void. 

II.   \V.   [lALLKCK. 

Generul-in-Vhief. 
(Copy  furnished  Colonel  Holfman.) 
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Winchester,  Tenn.,  August  l,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck: 

The  case  of  Major  Jones  was  peculiar.  He  had  promise  from  General 
Granger  before  the  publication  of  that  order;  wounds  prevented  him 
from  availing  himself  of  it  until  lately.  An  urgent  appeal  from  him 
and  Granger's  recommendation  induced  me  to  regard  Granger's  promise 
as  a  sort  of  contract.     1  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands. 

W.  S.  ROSECRAlSrS, 

Major-General. 


Office  Commissaey-Geneeal  of  Prisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  1,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meeedith, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoneys,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Geneeal:  I  inclose  herewith  papers  which  were  referred  to  me  by 
Colonel  Ludlow  for  information.  Should  Mr.  Ould  express  a  desire  to 
release  a  Mr.  J.  Harvey  Sherman,  who  is  now  held  a  prisoner  at  Rich- 
mond, in  exchange  for  Henry  A.  Williams,  now  at  the  Old  Capitol,  such 
a  proposition  will  be  received  and  considered.  A  proposition  for  the 
exchange  cannot  be  made  by  us.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Col- 
onel Ludlow  on  the  22d  ultimo,  he  inquires  about  a  number  of  rebel 
officers  held  by  us  as  prisoners  of  war.  Capt.  R.  W.  Baylor,  held  at 
Fort  McHenry,  has  been  tried  and  is  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  court- 
martial.  Captain  Compton,  captured  in  Virginia  with  letters  and  papers 
from  the  Southern  Confederacy,  tried  as  a  spy  and  sentenced  to  be  hung, 
reprieved  by  the  President,  in  confinement  at  Fort  McHenry.  Major 
Arraesy.orOrmsIey,  sent  within  our  lines  to  recruit  for  the  rebel  service, 
coutined  at  Fort  McHenry.  Lieutenant  Davis,  sent  within  our  lines  to 
recruit  for  the  rebel  service,  confined  at  Fort  McHenry.  Capt.  W.  F. 
Gordon,  sent  from  Fort  McHenry  to  Fort  Delaware  temporarily,  has 
to  return  to  Fort  McHenry  for  trial.  Captain  Camp;  have  no  record 
of  him.  James  W.  Foster;  have  no  record  of  him.  Lee  A.  Dunn; 
have  no  record  of  him.  Col.  A.  Talcott,  citizen  of  Mexico,  captured  in 
New  York  City,  March  27,  LSH3,  and  now  at  Fort  Warren.  Maj.  C. 
B.  Owsley;  have  no  record  of  him.  All  these  prisoners  are  treated 
with  as  much  attention  and  kindness  as  is  consistent  with  their  posi- 
tion, and  no  harsh  treatment  is  permitted.  I  have  made  several  appli- 
cations for  the  names  of  prisoners  who  have  died  in  Richmond  and 
elsewhere,  and  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
such  rolls  from  Mr.  Ould.  We  have  furnished  very  full  rolls  of  rebel 
prisoners  who  have  died  in  our  hospitals. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  ami  i'<>nt)nissar;/-General  of  I'risoners. 


Office  Commissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wii.shington,  D.  C  August  1,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ilEREDixn. 

Commissioner  for  iLrdiaiiiie  of  Prisoners,  Port  Monroe,  Va.: 
Ge;neral:  I  have  the  imnor  to  inclose  herewith  letters*  in  behalf  of 
Surgeon  Whitney,  Tiiirtccntii  .Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Chaplain 
J.  Harvey,  One  lumdreil  anil  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  both  of  whom  are 

Nui   1,, 11  lid. 
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now  held  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Richmoud,  and  it  is  desired  tbat  all 
proper  steps  be  taken  to  secure  their  release.  It  is  not  known  why 
Surgeon  Whitney  is  held  in  prison,  but  it  appears  by  the  accompany- 
ing letter  that  Chaplain  Harvey  is  held  because  nis  wife  is  charo-ed  with 
taking  a  negro  girl  with  her  from  Winchester,  V^a.,  to  Ohio.  The  pre- 
cise facts  of  this  case  are  not  known.  It  is  understood  that  the  chap- 
lain's wife  has  alleged  that  she  had  permission  to  take  a  colored  girl  to 
attend  her.  It  is  not  believed  that  the  chaplain  himself  had  anytliino- 
to  do  in  the  matter,  and  you  will  please  urge  this  reasonable  view  on 
Mr.  Ould. 

I  am  not  informed  whether  there  is  any  reasonable  objection  to  the 
unconditional  release  of  medical  officers  and  chaplains  without  exchange 
as  heretofore,  excepting  the  three  or  four  medical  officers  who  are  held 
by  both  parties  as  hostages;  on  our  side  for  Doctor  Backer,  a  citizen 
of  \  irgiiiia,  held  by  the  Kichmond  authorities,  and  on  the  rebel  side  for 
Surgeon  Green,  ot  tlie  Confederate  Army,  held  at  Fort  Monroe  for 
Doctor  Rucker.  If,  with  the  above  exceptions,  the  Confederates  release 
our  medical  officers  and  chaplains,  I  will  continue  to  forward  all  such 
officers  who  may  be  in  our  hands  for  delivery  at  City  Point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Wae  Depaktment,  Washington,  August  1,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief,  U.  ,S'.  Army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  note  and  accompaniment  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  1st  instant  relative  to  Captains  Phillips  and 
Wynne,  of  the  British  military  forces  in  Canada,  charged  with  violatinc' 
the  U.  S.  military  regulations  by  evading  the  military  lines  and  joining 
the  insurgents  at  Fredericksburg.  That  on  the  2Uth  and  2'2i\  of  January 
last*  I  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State  all  the  facts  and  circumstances 
in  my  possession  touching  Captain  Wynne's  evading  the  military  lines 
of  the  United  States,  joining  the  insurgents  in  Richmond  and  Freder- 
icksburg, his  arrest  and  commitment  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  &c.  In 
regard  to  Captain  Phillips,  he  evaded  arrest  while  going  and  returniu"' 
through  the  C.  S.  military  lines,  and  the  onlv  evidence  against  him  is 
to  be  found  in  the  verified  statement  of  Captain  Wynne  and  in  the 
papers  found  on  the  person  of  Captain  Wynne.  The  examination  of 
Captain  Wynne  and  the  papers  found  in  his  possession  established  the 
following  tacts:  That  Captains  Wynne  and  Phillips  came  to  Baltimore 
from  Canada  with  the  intention  of  visiting  the  insurgent  army;  that 
they  affiliated  and  counseled  with  the  rebel  sympathizers  in  Baltimore 
as  totlie  time  and  place  of  evading  the  U.S.  military  lines;  that  letters 
were  talien  Ijy  them  from  persons  in  Baltimore,  because  a  rebel  officer 
wrote  a  letter  certifying  that  -Captains  Phillips  and  Wynne  came 
highly  accredited  trom  IJaltimore,"'  and  this  letter  was  found  on  Captain 
Wynne's  person.  That  Captains  Wvnne  and  Philli[is  did,  after  affilia- 
ting and  counseling  with  disatiected  persons  in  Baltimore,  and  receiving 
letters  of  credit,  clandestinely  evade  the  U.  S.  militarv  lines  and  join 
the  insurgents,  and  ttlat  they  made  no  application  to  the  L'.  S.  authori- 
ties for  a  permit  to  pass  the  lines;  that  Captain  Wynne  upon  his  exam- 
inatioD  and  under  oath  frankly  and  earnestly  stated  that  his  sympathies 

•See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  pp.  l'J6,  201. 
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were  with  the  rebels.  The  only  fact  additional  to  what  has  been  here- 
tofore communicated  is  this:  That  Captain  Wynne  made  his  escape 
from  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  cutting  through  a  door,  and  reached 
Canada  via  Baltimore,  in  which  city  he  was  concealed  and  aided  by 
disloyalists. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

L.  C.  TURNER, 

Judge- Advocate. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  1,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith,  Afjcnt  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  eommuuication  of  the  30th  ultimo  inform- 
ing me  that  '-General  John  H.  Morgan  aud  his  officers  will  be  placed  in 
close  confinement  and  held  as  hostages  for  the  members  of  Colonel 
Streight's  command."'  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  ask  what  you  mean 
by  "close  confinement  ?"  In  what  respect  will  that  "close  confinement" 
differ  from  the  confinement  of  other  prisoners,  officers  and  men?   ■ 

Colonel  Streight's  command  is  treated  exactly  as  are  the  other  officers 
held  iu  captivity  by  us.  What  that  treatment  is  you  can  find  from  any 
couscientions  officer  who  has  lately  been  confined  iu  the  Libby.  You 
will  hear  no  complaint  from  me  or  from  the  Confederate  authorities  so 
long  as  our  officers  receive  the  treatment  whicli  yours  do  here. 

You  further  say  tbat  Colonel  Streight's  command  have  not  been 
delivered  in  compliance  with  the  coiulitious  of  the  cartel  agreed  to  by 
MajorGeueral  Dix  aud  Ma,jor-Geueral  Hill.  In  retaining  Colouel 
Streight  and  his  conmiand,  the  Confederate  authorities  have  not  gone 
as  far  as  those  of  the  United  States  have  claimed  for  themselves  the 
right  to  go  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  cartel.  You  have 
claimed  and  exercised  the  right  to  retain  officers  and  men  indefinitely, 
not  only  upon  charges  actually  [iieferred,  but  upon  mere  suspicion. 
You  have  now  iu  custody  officers  who  were  in  confinement  when  the 
cartel  was  framed  aud  who  have  since  been  declared  exchanged.  Some 
of  them  have  been  tried,  but  most  of  them  have  languished  iu  prison 
all  the  weary  time  without  trial  or  charges.  I  stand  prepared  to  prove 
these  assertions.  This  course  was  pursued,  too,  in  the  face  not  only  of 
notice,  but  of  protest.  Do  you  deny  to  us  the  right  to  detain  officers 
aud  meu  for  trial  upon  grave  charges  while  you  claim  the  right  to  keep 
in  confinement  any  wlio  may  be  the  objects  of  your  suspicion  or  special 
enmity  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  (^f  America,  War  Department, 

Ilichinond,  A  ugust  1,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Your  eommuuication  respecting  Messrs.. Brengle  and  Brink 
aud  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  has  been  received. 

I  will  make  due  inquiry  into  the  alleged  facts  and  hereafter  inform 
you  of  ray  couclusious.  In  the  meantime  allow  me  to  say  that  it 
appears  by  your  own  communication  that  Mr.  Brengle  had  just  been 
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eugaged  in  performing  service  for  oue  of  your  garrisons  in  response  to 
a  pressing  demand  from  one  of  your  own  oflQcers. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  to  you  the  position  of  the  Confederate 
Government  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of  non-combatants  I 
now  renew  to  you  the  proposal  which  I  have  frequently  tendered  to 
your  predecessor.  1  propose  that  all  the  non-combatants  now  held  in 
prison  on  either  side  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released,  and 
lui-ther,  that  both  (Tovernments  agree  that  no  captures  of  non-combat- 
ants shall  hereafter  be  made.  If  the  latter  branch  of  this  proposition 
is  too  broad  I  will  thank  you  to  suggest  any  proper  moditicatioiis. 
liespecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Bkhmund,  August  1,  1863, 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  uf  Exchange  : 

Sir:  In  my  communication  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  of  the 
2tith  of  July,  1863,  the  following  paragraph  occurs,  to  wit: 

If  you  hold  the  paroles  of  our  officers  «{  any  rank,  as  you  state,  you  have  only  to 
present  them,  and  whatever  is  in  our  hands,  whether  on  parole  or  i'n  captivity,  will 
he  freely  given  in  exchange  for  them. 

As  the  language  of  the  paragraph  might  authorize  a  conclusion 
which  was  not  intended  by  me,  I  will  explain  what  I  meant.  Of  course 
I  did  not  mean  I  would  release  your  ofdcers  who  were  in  contiuement 
for  those  of  ours  who  were  on  parole  so  long  as  any  of  our  officers  were 
kept  in  prison  by  your  authorities.  I  simply  meant  to  reiterate  the 
proposition  which  was  very  distinctly  and  more  fully  announced  by 
me  in  a  former  correspondence  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  in 
relation  to  the  Federal  officers  who  were  paroled  early  in  this  year  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  I  intended  to  say  that  if  at  any  time  we 
had  an  excess  of  officers  in  continenient  and  you  had  an  excess  of 
paroles,  after  the  officers  in  contiuement  on  both  sides  were  set  off 
against  each  other,  I  would  exchange  the  suriilus  in  prison  for  officers 
on  parole. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OCLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  1,  18GS. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange  : 

Sir:  In  the  Army  and  Xavy  Official  Gazette  of  the  date  of  July  14, 
1.-503,  I  find  a  letter  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  II.  Ludlow,  of  the  date  of 
July  7,  1863,  addressed  to  Col.  J.  C.  Keltoii.  In  it  is  the  following 
l)aragraph,  to  wit: 

I  have  the  honor  also  tostate  that  since  the  22<l  of  May  last  it  baa  heen  (li.-.tiuctlv 
understood  between  Mr.  Ould  and  my.ielf  that  all  captures  must  Ijo  reduced  to  po.s- 
session  and  that  all  paroles  are  to  be  ilisregar<led  unless  taken  under  the  special 
arrau2;enient  of  commanding  officers  of  armies  in  the  held  as  prescribed  in  section  7 
ot  the  cartel. 

If  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  means  that  he  had  declared  to  me  that 
such  was  the  rule  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  United  States  in 
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relation  to  captures  and  paroles  to  go  into  eft'ect  from  and  after  May 
23, 1863,  he  is  entirely  right.  If  he  ujeans  that  1  at  anytime  consented 
to  adopt  or  acquiesce  in  any  such  rule,  he  is  entirely  wrong.  All  that 
passed  between  us  ou  that  subject  is  in  writing.  The  correspondence 
will  interpret  itself. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  Ajiekica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  1,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  kS.  A.  Meredith,  Af/ent  <>f  Kxclunuje : 

Sir:  1  have  declared  exchanged  all  Con  federate  soldiers  who  have 
been  delivered  at  City  Point  up  to  July  L'O,  1803.  The  equivalents  I 
have  already  sent  to  you  by  the  same  mute. 

You  can  release  nn  equal  number  of  your  own  men. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Ricliniund,  August  1,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  comuiunicatiou  in  reference  to  the  captain 
and  crew  of  the  bark  Texana.  In  it  you  speak  of  "irregular  proce- 
dures" and  '•inhuman  precedents.'"  If  you  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  action  of  your  own  authorities  in  similar  cases  you  would  hardly 
have  used  such  Innguage. 

I  refer  you  to  the  several  communications  of  mine  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ludlow  in  reference  to  the  detcntiim  of  the  masters  and  pilots 
of  Confederate  steamers,  and  espe(;ially  to  my  indorsement  dated  June 
29  uiion  his  application  for  the  release  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
steamer  Emily. 

The  "irregular  procedures''  and  ••inhuman  precedents"'  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  action  of  the  Confederate  authorities.  The  slightest 
search  will  disclose  them  elsewhere,  however.  You  have  now  in  your 
prisons  the  following: 

Captain  Floyd  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the  ferry-boat 
DeSoto.  They  are  in  prison  in  SuinC  Louis,  Mo.,  and  have  been  since 
January  last. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Belle,  captured  last  February 
off  Charleston.     Some  of  the  (Jllu-eis  are  now  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  tlie  ^-teamer  Cuba,  captured  off  Mobile  last 
^lay.     The  captain  is  at  Key  West  in  prison. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  ICmma  Lett,  captured  in  June 
last  iu  the  Sundower  Ei\"er,  IMiss.  They  are  said  to  be  in  Camp  Chase. 
They  are  certainly  in  capti\  it\-. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  -teamer  Kritanuia,  captured  off  Charles- 
ton iu  July,  lSt)3. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  -teamer  Glide.  The  captain  (Perry)  is 
at  Fort  Lafayette. 

To  convince  you  more  fully  that  the  (Confederate  authorities  have  no 
desire  to  initiate  ''irregular  |iri lures  "  or  establish  '•inhuman  prece- 
dents'' in  the  direction  you  mdnuie.  1   [uopose  that  the  officers  and 
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crews  of  all  vessels  who  are  now  held  in  confinement  by  either  the 
United  States  or  the  Confederate  States  be  immediately  released, 
equivalents  from  the  army  to  be  given  to  the  party  which  has  the 
excess.  This  proposition  practically  tests  who  favors  the  "irregular 
procedures"  and  "inhuman  precedents." 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchanije. 


Norfolk,  Ya.,  August  1,  186S. 
Col.  Joseph  Holt, 

■Judge- Advocate-General,  Washington  : 
COLONEL:  I  am  directed  to  transmit  the  proceedings*  in  the  trial  of 
Dr.  D.  M.  Wrisht.  with  the  approval  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee 
tliereon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEORGE  U.  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  1,  1863. 
His  Excellency  M.  L.  Bonham, 

Gocernor  of  South  Carolina,  Charleston,  8.  C: 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
demanding  the  delivery  to  you  of  negroes  captured  in  anus  in  the  recent 
engagements  in  your  State.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  complying,  since 
the  ex])licit  terms  of  th.e  joint  resolution  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  retaliation  require  that  "all  negroes  and 
luulattoes  who  shall  be  engaged  in  war,  or  be  taken  in  arras  against 
the  Confederate  States,  or  shall  give  aid  or  comtbrt  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Confederate  States,  shall,  when  captured  in  the  Confederate  States, 
be  delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  State  <n-  States  in  which  they 
shall  be  captureil,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  present  or  future 
laws  of  such  State  or  States."  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  ynur  letter, 
in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  general  commanding  the  ilepartment 
embracing  your  State.  I  had  informed  him  of  the  provisions  of  these 
resolutions,  and  by  telegraph  directed  the  delivery  of  the  captured- 
negroes  to  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina.  Such  delivery,  I  presume, 
has  been  made  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions:  but  if  not,  explicit 
and  more  formal  orders  will  be  sent  for  their  delivery  to  ynu. 
With  high  esteem,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

-TAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Scvretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissioner  for  ExcnANi^E, 

Fort  Monroe,  August  :.',  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretari/  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  latest  Southern  papers.  I  left 
City  Point,  Va.,  at  12  o'clock  to-day  with  760  Federal  prisoners  of 
war,  twenty  women,  and  some  twenty  citizen  prisoners  (boys,  ten  to 
fourteen  years  of  age),  picked  up  at  and  about  Winchester.     I  was 

'  Nut  fuiiud.  but  see  Hiilt  tn  the  Prusiileut,  August  VJ.  p.  U16. 
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inibrmed  by  Captain  Hatch,  assistant  agent  for  exchange,  that  there 
were  now  (August  2)  in  Richmond  about  6,000  Federal  prisouers  of  war, 
besides  some  600  otdcers.  They  seemed  much  elated  over  Charleston 
affairs  and  the  reported  successes  of  "Dick  Taylor."' 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 

JNO.  E.  MDLFORD, 
Major  Third  Infantry  New   York   Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  Paroled  and  Exchanged  Prisoners, 

DemopoUs,  August  ,-',  1863. 

Col.  B.  S.  EWELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  2Iorton,  ^Liss.: 

Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  ha.id  you  inclosed  herewith  copies  of 
itistructions  received  from  Richmond  relative  to  men  captured  and 
paroled  ou  tlie  battlefield.  From  said  instructions  I  have  forwarded 
to  your  headquarters  some  100  and  odd  men  whose  paroles  wereillegal, 
as  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  regard  to  the  Port  Hudson  prisoners  I  have  in  consultation  with 
Lieutenantdeneral  Pemberton,  General  Stevenson,  and  Commissioner 
Watts  decided  their  paroles  to  be  illegal,  as  they  were  not  properly 
paroled.  I  have  in  camp  some  oUO  of  said  prisouers,  the  balance  being 
scattered  all  over  the  country,  having  been  furloiighed  by  different  ofH- 
cers.  I  therefore  ask  your  instructions  in  regard  to  them,  whether  I 
should  recall  them  or  not.  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton  has  taken 
charge  of  all  the  Vicksbarg  prisoners  and  has  furloughed  the  most  of 
them.  I  have  in  charge  all  the  Port  Hudson  prisoners  and  others,  and 
therefore  ask  your  instructions  whether  I  should  furlough  tlieui.  They 
claim  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  same  privilege  as  the  Vicksburg 
prisoners. 

Hoping  to  have  instructions  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
1  remain,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  most  obetlient  servant, 

HENRY  C.  DAVIS, 

Major,  Commanding. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  .5,  18G3. 
•MajorGeneral  Foster  (or  whoever  may  be  in  command  of  the  military 
department,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.): 
If  Doctor  Wright,  on  trial  at  Norfolk,  has  been  or  shall  be  convicted, 
send  me  a  transcript  of  his  trial  and  conviction,  and  do  not  let  execu- 
tion be  done  upon  liim  until  my  further  order. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Fort  ^Ionroe,  August  3,  1303. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States: 

Your  telegram  of  this  ilate  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge.  Your 
orders  will  be  strictly  obeyed.  The  trial  is  concluded.  General  Naglee 
informs  me  that  the  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  have  been  for- 
warded to  you  for  your  revision  and  api)roval. 

■T.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Navt  Department,  Washington,  August  3, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  and  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to  the 
pressing  appeal  of  three  prisoners  captured  on  board  the  gun-boat 
Isaac  Smith,  and  who  at  the  last  accounts  were  closely  confined  in 
Charleston  jail.  The  application  comes  to  me  through  the  American 
vice-consul  at  Nassau,  to  whom  they  found  means  to  convey  their  com- 
munication. These  three  prisoners  are  colored  men  who  were  regu- 
larly shipped  ia  New  York  and  have,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow 
informed  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  been  declared  exchanged 
with  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  Isaac  Smith,  but  it  has  been  hitherto 
averred  they  could  not  be  found.  From  the  walls  of  their  prison  they 
make  themselves  heard,  and  you  will  excuse  me  for  inviting  your  spe- 
cial attention  to  their  case  after  the  long  and  rigorous  confinement 
they  have  endured  under  tlie  extraordinary  circumstances  mentioned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Xacy. 


[First  iiulorsemeDt.] 

Eeferred  to  Major  (ienenil  Hitchcock. 


E.  M.  S. 


There  have  been  other  cases  like  this  in  which  the  undersigned  has 
been  compelled  to  report  his  opinion  that  they  cau  only  be  effectually 
reached  by  a  successful  prosecution  of  the  war. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  rebellion  exists  on  a  ([uestion  connected  with 
the  right  or  power  of  the  South  to  hold  the  colored  race  in  slavery; 
and  the  South  will  only  yield  this  right  under  military  compulsion. 
The  facts  complained  of  in  this  paper  appeal  in  the  strongest  manner 
to  the  loyal  people  of  the  United  States  to  prosecute  this  war  with  all 
the  energy  that  God  has  given  them. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- Genera  I  of  T'o/.s-..  Comini.ssioner  for  Exehaiuje  of  Prisoners. 


Charleston  Jail,  June  30,  1S63. 
P.  S.  Consul,  Xassau: 

Kespected  Sir:  There  are  three  of  us  colored  men  that  shipped  in 
New  York  on  the  2Uth  of  September,  IStiL',  on  board  the  U.  S.  gun-boat 
Isaac  Smith.  We  were  waiting  on  officers  on  board  of  her.  She  was 
captured  in  Stono  Kiver  near  Charleston  on  the  31st  of  January,  1863, 
and  ever  since  then  we  have  been  confined  m  Charleston. jail.  We  are 
hjcked  up  all  the  time  in  close  confinement  in  a  very  small  cell,  and  we 
are  almost  dead.  We  are  not  allowed  to  make  any  comiilaints.  We  do 
not  get  anything  to  eat  but  a  little  c(n-u  bread  and  water,  and  not  half 
enough  of  that.  We  have  not  got  any  money  or  clothes  and  our  sufier- 
ings  are  uns])eakable.  All  the  officers  and  men  of  our  boat  have  gone 
home.  They  sent  them  on  right  away,  but  they  kept  us  here.  We 
were  born  in  New  York  and  shipped  from  there.  We  have  done  no 
crime,  and,  in  the  name  of  <  rod,  are  we  to  be  protected  and  aided  or  are 
we  to  be  left  here  to  die?  They  threaten  us  with  all  kinds  of  i)unish- 
mcut  and  grant  us  no  favors  whatever.  Are  we  to  be  exchanged  or  are 
we  to  be  left  here  to  perish .'    Do,  for  God's  sake,  do  something  in  our 
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behalf.  We  have  been  here  a  loug  time  and  we  see  no  prospect  of  get- 
tin;?  home,  and  we  suppose  the  Government  has  forgotten  us  altogether, 
as  it  does  not  seem  to  do  anything  for  us.  We  belong  to  the  United 
States  Navy  and  we  ask  for  aid  and  protection.  This  is  very  likely  the 
last  opportunity  we  shall  have  of  writing  to  you  or  any  one  else,  and  if 
you  do  not  sympathize  with  us  God  knows  what  will  become  of  us.  We 
were  wounded  in  the  engagement  of  the  Smith  and  lost  all  our  clothes 
and  were  very  destitute.  I  wish  you  would  please  send  us  some  money 
as  we  stand  in  need  of  some  very  much.  We  would  like  to  get  home 
very  much  as  we  are  very  uneasy  concerning  our  families  in  New  York, 
who  are  depending  on  us  for  support;  and  it  will  be  a  great  source  of 
comfort  to  us  if  you  would  write  us  a  small  note  stating  that  you  had 
received  this  letter,  also  what  was  to  be  done  with  us.  We  feel  very 
uneasy  to  know  wLien  we  are  going  North.  I  do  not  think  they  will 
send  us  on  unless  the  Government  does  somethiug  for  us.  They  have 
had  plenty  of  opportunities  to  send  us  on  but  they  have  not  done  so. 
They  say  they  will  keep  us  till  the  war  is  over.  We  are  sick  all  the 
time.  Being  shut  up  so  close  all  the  time  we  are  in  a  very  bad  situation, 
indeed. 

Please  to  do  something  in  our  behalf. 
Yours,  with  respecc, 

OKIN  H.  BEOWN, 
WILLIAM  H.  JOHNSON, 
WILLIAM  WILSON, 

From  yew  York  City. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  3,  1863. 
Major-General  Foster,  Fortress  Monroe: 

Edward  Warren,  surgeon  general  of  North  Carolina,  desires  permis- 
sion to  come  within  our  lines  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  wounded 
North  Carolina  prisoners.  What  do  you  think  of  it?  Should  he  have 
the  leave,  and  what  sort  of  a  man  is  he?  I  have  been  waiting  your 
return  to  write  to  you,  and  may  perhaps  visit  you  in  a  few  days  if  you 
remain  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Fort  .Monroe,  Va.,  August  3,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  ; 

I  know  of  no  particular  reason  why  Surg.  Gen.  Edward  Warren,  of 
North  Carolina,  should  be  admitted  within  our  lines,  but  would  recom- 
mend his  admission  for  the  purpose  you  named.  I  think  many  leading 
men  of  North  Carolina  are  conservative  and  many  certainly  are  antag- 
onistic to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Doctor  Warren's  admission  show- 
ing a  partiality  and  preference  for  North  Carolina  may  widen  a  little 
the  breach. 

I  propose  to  make  a  reconnaissance  within  the  enemy's  lines  to-mor- 
row morning,  lasting  three  days,  from  which  I  hope  to  obtain  important 
information.  At  the  end  of  that  time  if  you  would  make  your  visit,  I 
will  be  able  to  lay  before  you  some  important  facts.  If  you  will  tele- 
gTaph  me  when  you  will  come  a  boat  can  meet  you  wherever  you  may 
designate.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  you  at  anytime,  but  more  particu- 
larly at  this  time,  as  a  consultation  between  us  might  determine  our 
future  policy  and  movements  in  my  department. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 
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Headquaeteks  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  August  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Confeilerate  Forces  : 

General:  Iu  reply  to  your  communication  dated  July  20,  and 
received  on  the  lat  instant  from  Capt.  Joiin  C.  Moore,  bearer  of  flag  of 
truce,  1  Lave  the  ift?'  •  to  inform  you  tliat  the  case  of  exchange  you 
refer  to  having  bec'  omitted  to  me  on  the  20th  of  July  last,  I  ordered 
the  agreement  to  ly^  carried  out,  and  that  Major  Blackwell,  Captain 
Woodsman,  and  Adjutant  Edwards  be  sent  to  your  lines  without 
delay. 

The  agreement  was  disapproved  by  General  Davidson  because  it  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  cartel  and  in  violation  of 
existing  orders  of  the  United  States  Government.  Being  satistied.  how- 
ever, that  the  agreement  was  made  in  good  faith  by  both  parties,  and 
had  been  carried  out  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
carried  out  on  our  part. 

Necessary  delay  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  two  of  the  otficers, 
Major  Blackwell  and  Adjutant  Edwards,  had  been  sent  to  a  distant 
depot,  and  the  other,  <  aptain  Woodsmall,  was  sick.  The  last  named  is 
sent  with  your  present  flag,  and  the  others  will  be  sent  upon  their 
return  to  Saint  Louis,  which  has  been  requested  of  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners. 

Permit  me,  general,  to  correct  a  very  singular  delusion  which  you 
seem  to  be  laboring  under  concerning  a  certain  agreement  entered  into 
between  General  Blunt  and  General  Hiudmau.  <  Jeneral  Blunt  was  not 
in  command  of  this  department,  and  could  not  make  an  agreement  with 
the  enemy  which  should  be  binding  beyond  the  limits  of  the  small  force 
there  under  his  command.  Indeed,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  either 
General  Blunt  or  (ieneral  Hindman  intended  to  make  any  such  general 
rule.  To  prevent  any  such  misapprehension  in  future,  I  inclose  here- 
with for  your  infornuition  copies  of  orders  from  the  General  in-Chief  of 
the  United  States  Army,  which,  together  with  tlie  cartel,  will  hereafter 
be  the  rule  of  action  throughout  this  department. 

I  l.avethe  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser\ant. 

J.  31.  SCFIOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


HEAIUJTTARTERS    ]~)EPARTME^■T    OF    THE    MISSOURI, 

Saint  Liiids.  Mo.,  August  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forres: 
General:  Your  letter  of  July  20  relative  to  the  case  of  Lieut.  C.  D. 
Burbridge,  C.  S.  Army,  is  received.  In  it  you  say  Lieiiteiiant-General 
Holmes  will  -'mete  out  full  retaliation"  if  exei-ution  follows  conviction 
in  his  case.  I  am  informed  that  Lieutenant  Burbridge  passed  through 
Saint  Louis  disguised  as  a  citizen  and  was  arrested  north  of  the  :\Iis- 
souri  River  in  the  same  disguise.  His  case  has  not  yet  been  decided. 
Whatever  facts  may  appear  on  trial  of  the  case,  tiie  tinding  and  sentence 
will  doubtless  be  in  accordance  therewith,  and  wliatever  the  sentence 
may  be,  if  approved  by  the  President,  to  whom  it  must  be  referred,  it 
will  undoubtedly  he  executed  without  reference  to  any  threat  of  retalia- 
tion on  the  part  of  Lieutenaut-General  Holmes.  General  Holmes  can- 
not be  ignorant  of  the  simple  rules  nf  war  in  such  cases;  indeed,  I  am 
fully  informed  of  their  application  iu  several  instances  by  him  and  his 
subordinates. 
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General  Holmes  may  be  assured  that  if  he  adopts  the  barbarous 
system  he  suggests  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  meet  him  in  the  mode  univer- 
sally recognized  amoug  civilized  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


August  3,  1863. 
General  Mason,  Camp  Chase,  Columbus: 

I  do  uot  think  it  advisable,  against  their  own  will,  to  trim  the  hair  or 
shave  the  beard  of  the  officers  who  arrived  from  Johnson's  Island  to  be 
confined  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary. 

A.  E.  BDRXSIDE, 

Major -General. 


IlEADi.iUARTERS    U.   S.   FORCES, 

Coliiinhus,  Ohio.  August  3,  1863.* 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnstde, 

Commanding  Depariment  of  tlic   Ohio: 

General:  I  have  Just  received  your  telegram  with  reference  to  the 
prisoners  from  Johnson's  Island,  and  regret  tiuit  it  was  too  late,  as 
they  arrived  at  3.30  p.  m.  Saturday  and  were  taken  at  once  to  tlie 
penitentiary. 

The  prisoners  were  turned  over  to  the  warden  upon  their  arrival,  and 
when  taken  into  the  prison  were  bathed,  their  hair  cut,  and  beards 
shaved.  The  cells  to  be  occupied  by  them  were  new,  sweet,  and  clean. 
The  warden  was  desirous  of  keeping  them  so.  Some  of  the  first  arrivals 
were  covered  with  vermin,  which  particular  ones  I  know  not,  and  if  an 
error  has  been  ('ouimitted  by  the  warden  it  was  an  unintentional  one. 
He  treats  them  all  with  kindness.  The  question  did  not  occur  either  to 
the  Governor  or  myself  until  after  the  greater  portion  of  them  had 
entered  the  prison. 

[  had  seen  a  copy  of  Governor  Tod's  instructions  to  the  warden,  and 
supposed  I  had  done  all  that  was  re(iuired  in  delivering  the  prisoners 
and  seeing  the  number  on  the  rolls  verified.     In  future  I  will  act  on 
your  suggestions  fully,  and  regret  that  I  did  not  receive  it  earlier. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  S.  :\iASoy, 

Briyailitr-Geiieral  of  Volunteers. 


Glen  Cove.  Loni;   Island,  X.  Y.,  August  -1,  1S63. 
^lajor-Gcneral   IIalleck  : 

General:  Permit  me  to  .igaiii  draw  j-our  attention  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Spencer  Kellogg,  fouith  master  uf  the  Essex,  who  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Port  Hudson.  Mr.  Kellngg's  father  ('ailed  on  me  at  this  place 
and  showed  me  a  letter  dated  at  .lackson.  ]\[iss.,  from  Mr.  Kellogg  to 
his  wife,  stating  that  he  was  ((iinlemncd  to  be  shot  by  sentence  of  court- 
martial.  Since  then(;May)  the  i)iisoners  of  Jackson  have  been  removed 
to  Eichmond,  and  this  officer  may  possibly  be  among  them.  I  respect- 
fully request  that  under  the  |ir<irhunation  df  the  President  nf  July  30 

'See  also  ilasun  to  Biirusiili',  AiiL;:i-r  J.  S.  iii_s  I,  \"ol.  XXIIJ,  I'art  I,  p.  815. 
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an  officer  of  the  rebel  army  be  selected  and  confined  as  a  hostage  for 
the  safety  of  Mr.  Kellogg.  This  officer  at  a  former  period  performed 
valuable  services  for  the  Government  of  a  character  which  it  would  not 
be  proper  for  me  to  state  in  a  written  communication,  but  they  were  of 
a  character  which  could  only  be  intrusted  to  a  brave  and  faithful  officer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, 
Commodore,  U.  S.  Xnvy. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  4,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissar if-Gi'iiernl  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Colonel:  Mr.  Ould  has  declared  exchanged  all  Confederate  soldiers 
who  have  been  delivered  at  City  Point  up  to  July  20,  1863,  wbich 
makes  a  balance  in  our  favor  of  3,350.    Where  do  you  wish  the  balance 
applied  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exehange. 


Office  Com:viissartGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  4,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf, 

Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 
General:  Applications  for  release  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
by  prisoners  of  war  or  citizens  are  not  entertained  unless  some  good 
reason  is  urged  for  granting  this  indulgence.  It  must  be  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  examining  officer  rliat  the  applicant  was  forced  into 
the  rebel  service  against  his  will  and  has  taken  advantage  of  the  first 
opportunity  to  free  himself  from  it;  or  it  may  be  granted  as  a  favor  to 
his  family  or  friends,  they  being  all  loyal  people  and  vouching  for  his 
sincerity  in  desiring  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance;  or  it  may  be  granted 
on  account  of  the  youth  of  the  applicant,  it  being  shown  tliathe  was 
led  away  by  the  inriuence  of  vicious  com])aiiions,  his  Union  friends 
guaranteeing  his  future  loyal  conduct.  Unless  the  cases  are  presented 
substantially  after  this  manner,  witli  your  recommendation,  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  forward  them.  I  respectfully  return  herewith  several 
applications  for  such  further  information  of  a  commendatory  character 
as  you  may  be  able  to  give. 

The  citizen  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  Fort  Delaware  from  Camp 
Chase  had  an  opportunity  while  at  that  camp  to  establish  their  chum 
to  be  released,  and  as  they  were  sent  forward  for  exchange  it  is  prob- 
able little  can  be  said  in  their  favor.  There  is  a  commissioner  at  the 
camp  to  examine  all  doubtful  cases.  It  must  be  understood  when  a 
discharge  is  granted  that  under  no  circumstances  does  it  carry  with  it 
exemption  from  any  of  the  duties  as  a  citizen. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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Confederate  States  op  America,  Wah  DEPAET^rENT, 

Richmond,  August  4,  1863. 
W.  D.  HenneN,  Esq.: 

Sir:  Toil  have  been  selected  by  this  Department,  and  are  hereby 
commissioned,  to  make  a  t'nll  examination  into  the  cases  of  all  the  pris- 
oners not  connected  with  the  Confederate  Army  held  in  confinement 
by  the  military  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at 
any  military  post  or  prison  in  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee. 

You  will  communicate  this  appointment  to  the  military  commander 
in  the  said  department  and  inquire  where  such  prisoners  are  confined, 
and  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable  will  repair  to  the  respective  posts 
or  prisons  and  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned. 

You  are  authorized  to  require  the  production  of  all  documentary  tes- 
timony and  military  orders  respecting  such  prisoners,  may  examine 
any  witnesses  who  can  be  produced  for  or  against  them,  and  may  hear 
any  statements  which  the  prisoners  desire  or  are  willing  to  make.  You 
are  authorized  to  discharge,  either  absolutely  or  upon  such  oath  or 
parole  as  you  may  think  proper,  all  prisoners  against  whom  no  well- 
founded  suspicion  of  having  violated  any  law  of  the  Confederate  States 
may  exist,  or  where  longer  detention  you  may  think  not  demanded  by 
the  public  interest,  and  to  transfer  to  the  civU  authorities  of  the  State 
or  Confederacy  such  prisoners  as  you  may  think  answerable  to  their 
jurisdiction.  Orders  will  be  issuetl  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Department  of  East  TenTiessee  to  render  you  every  facility  in  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties  and  to  obey  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
prisoners  you  may  examine.  A  full  report  of  your  proceedings  under 
this  commission  and  your  opinion  in  regard  to  each  prisoner  examined 
will  be  made  by  you  as  promptly  as  practicable. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee  will  be 
instructed  to  advise  with  you  upon  any  questions  arising  in  his  juris- 
diction which  may  require  the  aid  of  legal  counsel  and  to  retain  you  to 
appear  in  behalf  of  the  Government  in  any  judicial  investigation  in 
which  he  may  judge  it  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  Government  to 
be  protected  by  counsel. 

You  will  notify  the  Department  on  receipt  of  this  communication 
whether  you  will  accept  the  position  assigned  you,  and  when  it  will  com- 
liort  with  your  convenicTice  to  enter  upon  the  <liscliarge  of  the  duties. 

By  way  of  compensation  for  your  services  you  will  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  $130  per  month,  to  be  jiaid  on  the  order  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  Department  of  East  Tennessee  by  any  (piartermaster  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  and  transportation  will  be  furnished  you  for  all  necessary 
travel  by  the  commandants  of  the  several  posts.  The  rate  of  compen- 
sation above  named  is  not  designed  to  preclude  your  right  to  demand 
and  receive  additional  compensation  for  services  in  court. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
Assistant  Sccretar//  of  War. 

;rn,l,„s,.,„ent.)  Ar^usT   7,  1863. 

Adjutant  General : 

Send  this  copy  (jf  letter  to  W.  D.  Hennen,  esq.,  to  Major-General 
Buckner,  commanding  Department  of  East  Tennessee,  and  instruct  him 
to  issue  all  orders  necessary  to  enable  Mr.  Hennen  to  discharge  the 
duties  and  exercise  the  powers  herein  prescribed  and  delegated. 
By  order  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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[August  4,  1863.— For  Special  Orders,  Xo.  184,  Adjutaut  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  Riclimond,  providing  for  a  military  court* 
to  inquire  into  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  see  Series 
I,  Vol.  XXIV,  Part  III,  p.  104.5,  and  for  correspoudence  on  same  sub- 
ject see  pp.  1034,  1057,  and  1058,  ibid.] 


Cinct>;nati.  August  5,  1863. 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton: 

I  deem  it  of  the  greatest  importance  tliat  some  discretion  be  allowed 
me  in  releasing  prisoners  of  wur  from  Kentucky  ui)on  their  taking  the 
oatii  (jf  allegiance  and  giving  heavy  bonds  for  future  good  behavior  and 
loyalty.  Mucli  good  can  lie  aceomplisluHl  by  the  proper  use  of  this 
discretion,  and  harm,  I  think,  is  r<'.sulting  from  the  present  stringent 
orders. 

A.  E.  13CRNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


WA.siilNaTOX.  Auijust  5,  ISfJo. 
General   IJruxsiDE: 

Y(ui  are  authorized  to  release  on  parole  and  bonds  such  prisoners  of 
war  as  do  not  wish  to  be  exclianged  and  who  rm  full  examination  are 
deemed  to  be  sincere  in  their  intention  m  taking  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States. 

H.  W.   HAL  LEG  K, 

Geneyal-in-Gliief. 


Headquarters  IT.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Hudson,  La..  August   7,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  LooAN,  or 

CoMDCr.  OFFicEit  Confederate  Forces  at  or  near  .Jackson.  La.: 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  l>y  several  eye- witnesses  that  two  of  the 
colored  soldiers  of  this  command  have  been  recently  hanged  at  or  near 
Jackson,  La.,  by  the  men  of  your  command.  I  am  also  further  intbrmed 
that  some  of  the  colored  soldiers  of  this  command  were,  while  prisoners 
of  war,  badly  lieaten  and  otherwise  ill-treated.  I  cannot  doubt  that 
these  outrages  were  committed  without  your  authority,  but  it  is  my 
duty  to  call  ujion  you  to  disavow  these  acts  and  to  imnish  the  per- 
petrators thereof.  I  would  also  suggest  the  expediency  of  reminding 
the  men  of  your  command,  that  while  it  may  be  difficult  to  discover 
and  bring  to  Justice  those  concerned  in  sucli  crimes,  particularly  when, 
as  it  is  certainly  [irobablc,  they  are  at  least  not  repressed  by  some  of 
your  Junior  officers  as  they  might  be,  it  is  not  at  all  difficult  to  retali- 
ate severely  upon  the  prisoners  in  our  hands  and  upon  those  that 
may  be  taken   hereafter.     The  severest  measures  ot    retaliation  will 

'There  ia  no  record  of  .anv  |irnii'edin;;3  of  thi'^  roiirt.  Septtmbfr  s,  isfi:!,  by 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  followini;  order  \v;is  issued  from  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

"The  court  of  iuiiuiry  appointed  in  Special  '  irders,  No.  isi,  r.uaLrraph  X\,  cur- 
rent series,  will  suspend  its  session^  until  fiuiher  orders  from  this  oiHce.  The 
officers  will  return  to  their  jo-oper  stations." 

!•_'    K    R— .SERIES    II,    VOL    VI 
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certainly  be  adopted  on  my  part  if  such  outrages  sliould  be  again  com- 
mitted, or  if  those  herein  mentioned  are  not  disavowed  and  the  per- 
petrators properly  dealt  with. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Office  CoiiiirssARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  .J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  .July,  addressed  to  the  xidjutant- 
Geueral,  in  relation  to  the  release  of  prisoners  of  war,  has  been  referred 
to  this  office,  and  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you"  that  prisoners  of  war  who  have  been  impressed 
into  the  rebel  service  and  wish  to  enter  our  Army  may  be  permitted  to 
do  so  when  the  examining  officer  is  satisfied  of  the  applicant's  good 
faith  and  that  the  facts  of  the  case  are  as  represented.  Prisoners  of 
war  are  not  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  be  discharged 
unless  some  sufficient  reason  is  urged  for  granting  this  indulgence.  It 
must  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  examining  officer  who  reports 
the  case  that  the  applicant  was  forced  into  the  rebel  service  against 
his  will  and  has  taken  advantage  of  the  tirst  opportunity  to  endeavor 
to  free  himself  from  it:  or  it  may  be  granted  as  a  favor  to  his  family  or 
friends,  they  being  all  loyal  people  and  vouching  tor  his  sincerity  in 
desiring  to  "become  a  loyal  citizen;  or  it  may  be  granted  on  account  of 
the  youth  of  the  ap[)lieant,  it  being  shown  that  he  was  led  away  by  the 
inliiience  of  vicious  companions,  his  Union  friends  guaranteeing  his 
future  good  conduct.  Cases  must  be  presented  substantially  after  this 
manner,  with  all  the  papers,  through  this  office,  for  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  on  whose  order  alone  the  discharge  can  be  granted. 
The  oath  of  allegiance  must  be  without  qualification,  and  it  must  be 
understood  that  under  no  circumstances  does  the  discharge  carry  with 
it  an  exemption  from  any  of  the  duties  of  a  citizen.  When  prisoners  of 
war  are  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  an  ordinary  descrip- 
tive roll  should  be  furnished  to  this  office,  giving  in  the  column  of 
remarks  the  history  of  each  case.  I  will  send  you  blanks  for  this 
purpose  as  soon  as  they  can  be  printed. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  ami  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


OFFIfE    (;o^r:itISSAi;V-GENERAL   OF   PRISONERS. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  5,  1S63. 
P.rig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith. 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners.  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  I  ha\e  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  list*  of  Federal 
troops  delivered  and  paroled  at  City  Point  and  other  places  up  to  olst 
ultimo,  and  also  an  abstract  of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  delivered 
and  paroled  at  City  Point,  Vicksburg,  and  other  places.  I  presume 
you  have  received  from  Colonel  Ludlow  rolls  of  all  prisoners  received 

"  Omitted. 
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and  delivered  by  him  at  City  Point,  and  also  the  rolls  which  were  fur- 
nished to  him  from  this  otfice  of  prisoners  received  and  delivered  in 
the  West.  The  number  of  Confederate  prisoners  now  on  parole  and 
subject  to  exchange  will  be  made  up  of  the  delivered  at  City  Point  and 
some  few  at  other  places,  of  which  you  have  rolls,  added  to  those 
paroled  by  General  (h-ant,  as  shown  by  the  abstract.  The  Federal 
troops  have  been  in  great  part  delivered  at  City  Point,  and  so  far  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  arranging  an  exchange;  but  there  are  many  in 
the  West  captured  in  small  parties  whom  it  will  be  difficult  to  classify, 
and  it  will  perhaps  be  necessary  in  the  declaration  to  designate  them 
by  giving  the  number  of  each  regiment  and  the  time  and  place  of  cap- 
ture, unless  you  can  cover  them,  as  in  former  declarations,  by  a  general 
phrase,  including  all  captures  in  (jertain  States  up  to  a  certain  time. 
There  are  a  number  of  women  in  the  abstract,  but  they,  I  presume, 
are  not  to  be  exchanged.  :\rr.  Ould  is  doubtless  jjrovided  with  a  roll 
of  General  Grant's  captures,  but  to  place  the  whole  matter  in  your 
hands  I  send  you  a  duplicate  roll. 

Oh  the  19th  ultimo  I  requested  Colonel  Ludlow  to  furnish  me  a  roll 
of  prisoners  received  at  Fort  Monroe  from  the  Southern  coast.  Will 
you  please  send  me  such  a  roll  as  early  as  practicable?  It  is  very 
desirable  that  an  exchange  of  all  Federal  officers  and  men  now  on 
parole  be  etfected  as  early  as  practicable,  and  the  papers  I  send  you 
will  doubtless  lead  to  its  speedy  accomplishment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFF.MA:^', 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.,  Anr/ust  5,  1863. 

Doctor:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  4th.  requesting  me  to  inform  you 
wliat  progress  has  been  made  in  isolating  the  cases  of  smallpox  from 
this  prison,  I  have  to  report  that  nothing  as  yet  has  been  done  in  the 
matter.  The  principal  difficulty  is  to  find  a  place  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  the  prison,  suitable  in  all  respects  to  locate  a  smallpox 
hospital.  I  was  out  with  Doctor  Williams  yesterday  in  search  of  a 
place  for  that  purpose,  but  failed  to  find  one.'  The  doctor  is  out  again 
this  morning  looking  for  a  location.  Should  he  fail  to  find  a  suitable 
place  we  may  have  to  take  to  a  small  island  in  the  Mississippi, 
opposite  the  town,  in  which  case  we  shall  require  a  boat  or  two,  in  order 
to  communicate  with  the  island.  The  people  who  own  property  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city  are  averse  to  having  a  smallpox  liosi)ital  placed  on 
or  near  their  grounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  much  respect,  vour  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.   IIKXDRICKSOy. 
Majiir    Third    Itifantry.  Ciinniiandiiii/  the  Prisun. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department. 

h'irhm<ind.  Aii(/ust  .5,  iSii). 
Brig.  Gen.  S.A.Meredith,  Ar/ent  of  Exchamje: 

Sir:  On  the  7th  day  of  .Tnly  last  Lieut.  Col.  William  IT.  Ludlow 
wrote  to  me  that  a  certain  General  Order,  Xo.  207,  had  been  issued  in 
relation  to  paroles.  <  )n  the  2.?d  of  .May,  180.3,  he  gave  me  notice  that 
General  Orders.  No.  100,  was  to  be  in  force. 
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In  that  last  general  order,  in  paragraph  131,  it  was  stated  that  "  if 
the  Government  does  not  approve  of  the  parole  the  paroled  officer  must 
return  into  captivity,  &c."  I  take  it  that  General  Orders,  'So.  100,  so  far 
as  your  authorities  are  concerned,  continued  in  force  at  least  until  it 
was  superseded  by  subse(iuent  geueral  orders.  Before  the  3d  of  July, 
1863,  a  large  number  of  your  officers  and  men  were  captured  and 
paroled  by  our  forces  in  Maryland  and  elsewhere.  Many  of  the  paroles 
on  their  face  state  that  the  parties  were  informed  of  the  position  which 
your  Government  had  taken  with  respect  to  paroles,  and  that  they 
entered  into  the  parole  knowing  that  fact  and  pledging  themselves  to 
deliver  themselves  into  our  custody  if  the  parole  should  be  refused  or 
ignored  by  your  Government.  Others  stated  that  they  entered  into 
the  parole  because  they  were  wounded,  knowing  if  they  did  not  do  so 
they  would  be  carried  within  our  lines  to  the  imminent  risk  of  their 
lives. 

I  shall  insist  that  these  paroles  shall  be  respected  and  eciuivalents 
given  for  the  officers  and  men  named  therein,  or  that  the  parties  giving 
them  shall  be  delivered  in  person  at  City  Point.  In  doing  so  I  only 
carry  out  your  own  general  order  in  force  at  the  time. 

If  you  object  to  this  it  is  only  another  reason  why  we  should  meet  at 
an  early  date  to  adjust  the  matters  of  difference  between  us. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Indurs.'ment.] 

Opfice  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  August  7,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock. 

S.   A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ;Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  On  the  ISth  of  July  last  I  addressed  two  communications  to 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow  in  relation  to  Capt.  R.  W.  Baylor,  Lee 
A.  Dunn.  Captain  Compton,  Major  Armesy,  Lieutenant  Davis,  Capt. 
William  F.  Gordon,  and  Captain  Camp.  I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant  to  those  communications.  May  I  request  of  you  the 
favor  to  read  over  those  communications  and  ask  yourself  whether  the 
reply  is  a  frank  one.  Has  one  substantial  inquiry  that  I  made  been 
answered?  I  have  had  occasiou  frequently  heretofore  to  complain  that 
no  notice  was  taken  of  my  inquiries.  This  sort  of  notice,  however,  is 
little  better  than  silence.  If  your  inquiries  of  me  and  mine  of  you  are 
notfuUy  and  fraukly  answered  it  is  useless  for  us  to  write.  If  a  response 
cannot  be  given  to  the  inquiry  why  cannot  at  least  that  be  said.  I 
again  request  that  an  answer  be  given  to  my  inquiries  of  the  18th 
ultimo. 

You  have  given  no  reply  to  ray  communication  of  the  1st  instant  in 
relation  to  the  confinement  of  (reneral  John  H.  Morgan  and  his  officers; 
none  respecting  my  proposition  of  the  same  date  concerning  the  officers 
and  crewsof  vessels  who  are  held  in  confinement,  and  none  to  my  letter 
about  the  immediate  and   unconditional  release  of  non-combatants. 
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Will  yoa  do  me  the  favor  to  reply  to  them?    They  were  written  ia 
answer  to  your  own  inquiries,  and  respecting  subjects  brought  into  dis- 
cussion by  yourself.     I  did  not  thrust  them  upon  you.     Will  you  answer 
them  or  give  me  some  reason  why  you  will  not? 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchamje. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Rivhmond,  August  o,  li<63. 
Brig.  (leu.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exrlmnge: 

Sir:  r  beg  leave  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  two  inclosed 
comnumications*  from  our  Siirgeoiideneral.  Will  you  be  so  Idiul  as 
to  return  me  a  speedy  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  addressed 
tome?  The  other  is  no  less  worthy  of  your  notice.  Can  uothino-  be 
done  to  stop  the  fearful  mortality  at  Fort  Delaware  ?  Is  it  intended  to 
fill  our  land  with  mourning  by  such  means  of  subjugation  :' 
Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OTLD. 
Agent  <if  Exchange. 

[luclosiire.  ] 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Riehmond,  July  30,  1S63. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Eiehmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  In  view  of  the  vast  amount  of  sickness  among  our  prisoners  of 
war  confined  by  the  Federal  authorities  in  Fort  Delaware,  as  reported 
to  me  in  ])erson  by  a  reliable  soldier  of  our  Army,  a  prisouer  in  the 
fortress  and  lately  exchanged,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  this  communi- 
cation in  hope  that  some  amelioration  of  their  condition  may  result. 

The  large  and  enormous  increase  of  mortality  at  this  fortress  is  attrib- 
uted to  the  present  excessive  numbers  of  our  soldiers  i-ontined  tliere, 
which  are  still  being  consigned  to  its  already  overcrowded  and  pesti- 
lential cells  and  to  their  being  subjected  to  tiie  use  of  its  unwholesome 
food  and  bad  water. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  question,  if  some  representation  cannot  be 
made  to  the  Tnited  States  (Tovernnient  concerning  this  seemingly 
unworthy  attempt  to  subdue  or  destroy  our  sokliers  by  pestilence  and 
disease. 

Surely  the  want  of  room  in  which  to  contine  prisoners  securely,  with 
at  least  some  reasonable  regard  for  the  laws  of  health,  cannot  l)e 
pleaded  by  the  U.  S.  autlioiities  as  a  reason  for  this  unmeri.aful  and 
unjust  conduct  on  their  jiart. 

In  a  scientitic  view  of  this  subject  alone  the  policy  of  the  humane 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war -and  a  proper  effort  to  prevent  the  gener- 
ation and  dissemination  of  disease  is  clearly  a[)|iareut  and  is  alike 
profitable  to  both  combatants,  and  how  much  more  does  the  propriety 
of  this  course  become  evident  on  appeal  to  the  code  of  civilization  and 
to  the  dictates  of  Christianity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon- General,  0.  S.  Aniiij. 

'Onlv  uuB  tuuuil. 
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CONFEDEBATE   STATES   OF   AMERICA,  WaB   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  August  .5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  will  thauk  you  to  inform  me  whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  your 
authorities  to  deliver  to  us  the  noa-commissioued  otficers  aud  privates 
now  iu  your  custody. 

Recent  movements  have  been  so  mysterious  that  I  am  justified  in 
asking  thus  distinctly  what  is  your  intention?  I  trust  you  will  inform 
me  in  your  next  communication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Riehinonil,  August  5,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  if  Exclmnge: 

Sir:  Xeitlier  this  office  nor  any  department  of  the  Confederate  (tov- 
ernment  has  any  advices  or  information  as  to  t'.ie  hanging  of  "two 
officers  commanding  negro  troops."' 

If  upon  iuciuiry  it  turns  out  tbat  siicli  lias  been  the  case  you  will  be 
duly  informed.  In  the  meantime  permit  me  to  suggest  that  no  very 
implicit  reliance  should  be  placed  upon  newspaper  statements.  If  they 
had  been  only  half  true  no  correspondence  would  be  taking  place 
between  us  at  this  time. 
Respectfullv, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  31eredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  see  no  reason  for  tliC  api)earance  of  your  tlag-of-truce  boats 
"daily  or  every  other  day  iu  order  that  prisoners  may  receive  tlieir 
correspondence  with  some  sort  of  regularity.''  It  is  of  far  more  impor- 
tance that  the  tluaisauds  of  prisoners  who  are  hmguishing  iu  your 
prisons  should  be  sent.  The  best  and  most  satisfactory  message  from 
them  will  be  communicated  with  their  own  lips. 

If  you  intend  to  keep  them  in  yoiii-  horrible  prisons  it  will  be  but  a 
poor  satisfaction  that  they  have  the  inivilege  of  telling  their  loved 
ones  the  story  of  their  anguish. 

The  tlagof-truce  boats  are  not  so  iiuuh  intended  for  correspoudenee 
as  the  delivery  of  prisoners.  The  tornicr  is  merely  incidental.  Kvery 
tlag-of-trnce  boat  that  arri\es  ;it  City  I'oint  without  the  number  of 
prisoners  it  can  acc(:)inmodati;,  while  you  have  thousands  in  your  pos- 
session, is  a  purposeil  breach  of  cai  tel.  Vonr  flags  of  truce,  of  course, 
are  sacred  in  the  river,  unless  >-oii  lunke  them  a  glaring  abuse.  The 
beginning  of  that  abuse  is  to  x'ml  fhem  with  letters  instead  of  prison- 
ers. 1  trust,  therefore,  that  <m'  l>oats  with  correspondence  aud  news- 
papers and  without  prisoners  will  make  their  appearance  at  City  Poiut. 
(Jur  people  have  hatl  enough  of  that  already. 

At  the  instance  of  your  predrn-ssor.  we  made  an  arrangement  by 
which  two  copies  of  each  of  our  ii\-i-  d;ii!y  papers  in  Richmond  were  to 
be  exchanged  for  an  equal  miin'on  i.f  \  .mr  papers.     If  you  feel  disposed 
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to  continue  that  arrangement,  it  is  entirely  agreeable  to  me.    The 
papers  which  he  was  in  the  haijit  of  sending  are  satisfactory.     If  yoa 
prefer  to  make  a  change  I  have  no  objection.     I  continue  to  send  our 
tiles  to  yon,  although  yon  have  not  done  so. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Ai/ent  of  Exchange. 

Office  Commissauv- General  of  Priso.ners, 

Washington,  D.  V.,  Auf/ust  0,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Martindale, 

Military  (Jorernor,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General:  I  have  Just  learned  that  General  Marston  is  prepared  to 
receive  prisoners  of  war  at  the  camp  just  established  at  Point  Lookout 
and  I  have  therefore  to  reiiuest  that  instead  of  sending  300  enlisted 
prisoners  of  war  from  the  Old  Capitol  to  Fort  McHeury,  as  recpiested 
in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  you  win  send  500  to  Point  Lookout. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  (ihedient  servant, 

W.  IIOFFMAX. 
VolontI  Third  Iii/untri/  and   t'Dntinissariz-dineral  nf  L'risaners. 


Cincinnati  Gazette  Rooms, 

Washington,  August  H,  ISllS. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners : 

Sib:  On  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  ^fay,  1S63.  three  newspaper  corre- 
spondents, Messrs.  A.  D.  Richardson  and  Jiuiius  II.  Browne  of  the  Xew 
York  Tribune,  and  Richard  T.  Colburn  of  the  New  York  World,  were 
taken  prisoners  at  Vicksburg  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  on 
a  small  tug-boat  to  join  our  forces  below.  Tliey  were  taken  to  Rich- 
mond and  thrown  into  Libby  Prison.  In  a  few  days  Mr.  Colburn  was 
released,  while  Messrs.  Richardson  and  Prowue  were  retained  and  have 
ever  since  been  kept  contined  notwithstanding  all  eftbrts  to  secure  their 
release  or  exchange.  Late  letters  represent  Mr.  Browne  (whose  health 
has  always  been  precarious)  as  being  very  ill  and  not  likely  to  survive 
a  much  longer  contiuement.  Both  the  gentlemen  were  formerly  citizens 
of  Cincinnati  (and  Mr.  Browne  still  island  a  special  interest  is  there- 
fore felt  in  having  every  means  possible  exhausted  to  procure  their 
release.  Cannot  some  specific  retaliatory  measure  be  adopted  under 
the  President's  recent  proclanuition  to  secure  the  exchange  or  release 
of  these  gentlemen,  or  if  that  be  deemed  inexpedient  is  there  not  some 
further  step  in  their  behalf  the  Government  can  take.' 

I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  remain,  very  rcspcctfullv,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WUITFLAW   jJEID. 


Colonel  Hoffman,  Cammissarg-deui-ral  of  Prisoners: 

Dear  Colonel:  I  desire  to  join  in  Mr.  Reid's  request  and  earnestly 
hope  you  may  be  able  to  make  an  early  exchange  of  his  friends,  Rich- 
ardson and  Browne. 
Truly,  yours, 

W.  DEN  MAX. 
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[decond  indorsement.  J 

Office  Coicmissary-General  of  Pbibonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  10,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  As  the  Coufederate 
commissiouer  for  excliauge  of  prisoners  lias  refused  to  entertain  a  prop- 
osition for  the  exchange  of  civilians  except  on  terms  which  cannot  be 
acceded  to,  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of  securing  the  release  of  these 
gentlemen,  but  by  resorting  to  retaliatory  measures. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  lodoraement.] 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  two  rebel  prisoners  of  war  of  the  rank 
of  captain  be  placed  in  solitary  continement  and  so  kept  until  the  two 
(Richardson  and  Browne)  shall  be  released  by  the  rebel  authorities, 
notice  of  the  fact  being  sent  through  Mr.  Ould.  If  this  does  not  effect 
the  purpose,  more  severe  measures  mav  be  resorted  to. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 

Major-  General. 

[Fourtli  mdorscmeut] 

War  Department,  August  14,  1803. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  General-iu  Chief  for  remarks. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HAKDIE, 
Assistant  Adjxitant-  General. 

^Fiftli  indorsement.] 

August  15,  1863. 
Approved. 

-  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Xear  ISandusky,  Ohio,  August  6,  1363. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  oOth  [31st]  ultimo 
respecting  the  purchase  of  clothing  by  the  prisoners.  A  copy  has  been 
furnished  the  sutler,  and  also  put  up  on  the  store  inside.  Many  boxes 
of  clothing  come  here  for  prisoners  from  friends.  They  also  write  to 
friends  for  clothing  and  boots,  &c.  (and  they  are  sent  as  presents),  some- 
times sending  measures.  Thus  far  such  clothing  has  been  delivered, 
except  uniforms.  Many  of  the  prisoners  now  here  have  tine  clothing 
which  they  brought  with  them.  Shall  I  allow  such  clothing  and  boots  to 
be  delivered  when  sent  by  friends,  and  shall  I  allow  prisoners  to  write 
to  friends  for  clothing  without  giving  description  of  what  is  allowed? 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  PIERSOX, 
Major  Ilnffman's  Battalion,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

yeic  Orleans,  August  7,  1S63. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Commander-in-Chief,  d'C: 

(  ;eneral  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  25th  July  I  have  received.    It  gives 
me  pleasure  to  say.  in  reply,  that  the  pamle  of  the  prisoners  captured 
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at  Port  Hudson  was  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  cartel.  The 
arrangement  was  made  with  General  Gardner,  one  of  the  opposing 
generals,  and  the  place  of  delivery  of  the  prisoners,  the  manner  of  their 
departure,  and  the  conditions,  were  all  agreed  to  by  him  and  attested 
with  his  signature,  otherwise  not  one  of  the  men  would  have  been 
paroled.  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  the  papers, 
which  I  think  will  answer  all  the  conditions  of  the  cartel.  The  pris- 
oners insisted  upou  having  each  a  copy  of  his  parole,  that  they  might 
not  be  compelled  to  enter  service  again  until  they  were  exchanged. 

It  was  almost  a  matter  of  necessity  that  we  should  parole  them. 
Twenty-two  nine-months' regiments  were  about  leaving;  there  were 
12,0(10  to  15,000  of  the  enemy  on  the  Mississippi  between  Port  Hudson 
and  New  Orleans,  against  whom  it  was  necessary  to  move  our  whole 
force,  and  we  had  neither  men  to  guard  nor  transports  to  move  them  to 
a  place  of  safety.  I  am  sure,  however,  that  the  proceedings  were  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  and  that  the  men  can  be 
punished  if  found  in  arms  against  the  Government  before  being  re^-u- 
larly  exchanged.  '     " 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commandiiuj. 


Office  Coiewissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  August  7,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  to-day's  boat  I 
have  received  a  most  earnest  and  pressing  request  from  Mr.  Ould  to 
grant  him  a  meeting  as  early  as  possible.  I  have  not  yet  sought  an 
interview  with  him,  for  the  reason  that  Colonel  Ludlow  has  been  ijuite 
reticent  in  regard  to  matters  connected  with  his  late  business,  nor 
did  I  wish  to  see  Mr.  Ould  until  I  had  some  specific  instructions  from 
the  War  Department. 

From  what  I  can  gather  in  Colonel  Ludlow's  letter  books  I  suppose 
the  following  are  points  to  be  insisted  upon  : 

First.  The  immediate  exchange  of  Colonel  Streight  and  his  command. 

Second.  An  agreement  that  Doctor  Green  shall  be  held  by  the  United 
States  Government  as  a  hostage  for  Doctor  Rucker;  other  surgeons  to 
be  exchanged. 

Third.  That  all  oflBcers  commanding  negro  troops,  and  negro  troops 
themselves,  shall  be  treated  as  other  prisoners  of  war,  and  exchanged 
in  the  same  way. 

I  feel  constrained,  however,  for  reasons  stated  above,  to  ask  for  full 
instructions  as  soon  as  possible.  You  may  rest  assured  that  I  sliall 
enter  into  no  unauthorized  agreement  with  Mr.  (Juld.  nor  shall  I  dis- 
cuss with  him  any  point  on  which  I  am  not  fully  instructed.  [  have 
the  honor,  also,  to  forward  you  the  inclosed  from  Mr.  Ould,  upou  wliich 
I  should  like  to  have  your  views  before  seeing  him.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exrhange. 

•See  August  5,  beginning  '-on  the  7th  day  of  July,"  p.  179. 
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Office  Commissaby-Genebal  of  Peisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  7,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Roseceans, 

Commanding,  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
charge of  prisoners  of  war : 

Prisoners  of  war  who  have  been  impressed  into  the  rebel  service  and 
who  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  join  our  Army  may  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so  when  the  examining  otdcer  is  satisfied  of  the  applicant's 
good  faith  and  that  the  facts  of  his  case  are  as  be  represents  them. 
Prisoners  of  war  are  not  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
be  discharged  unless  some  sufficient  reason  is  urgetl  for  granting  this 
indulgence.  It  must  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  who 
presents  the  case  that  the  applicant  was  forced  intu  the  rebel  service 
against  his  will  and  has  taken  advantage  of  tlie  tirst  opportunity  to 
endeavor  to  free  himself  from  it:  or  it  maybe  granted  as  a  favor  to  his 
family  or  friends,  they  being  all  loyal  [leople  ami  vouching  for  his  sin- 
cerity in  desiring  to  become  a  loyal  citizen ;  (jr  it  may  be  granted  on 
account  of  the  youth  of  the  applicant,  it  being  shown  that  he  was  led 
away  by  vicious  companions,  his  L'uioii  friends  giuuauteeiiig  his  future 
good  conduct.  Cases  must  be  presented  substantially  after  this  manner, 
with  all  the  papers,  through  this  oflice.  tor  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  on  whose  order  alone  the  discharge  can  be  granted.  The 
oath  of  allegiance  must  be  without  qualiticatiou,  and  it  must  be  under- 
stood that  under  no  circumstances  does  the  discharge  carry  with  it  an 
exemption  from  any  of  the  duties  of  a  citizen.  When  prisoners  of  war 
are  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  an  ordinary  descriptive 
roll  should  be  furnished  to  this  otitice.  giving  in  the  column  of  remarks 
the  history  of  each  case.  I  will  furnish  blanks  for  this  purpose  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  printed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMA^^ 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  (tnd  Ci>inmiss,irii-(}rneriil  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  commanding  Department  of  the 
East,  New  York;  Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  commanding 
Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C;  Maj.  Gen.  L'.  S.  Grant, 
commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  ^ilemphis,  Tenn.;  Maj.  Gen. 
A.  E.  Burnside,  commanding  Departint-nr  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati.  Ohio; 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  commamlinu'  l)e[iartmcut  lof  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina],  Fort  Monroe,  "\'a. ) 


OFFICK.    CoMMI.-SAKT-dKNKR.VI.    OT    PRI-SuNEUS, 

Wnshiiigtoii,  I).  C..  August  7.  iSGo. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredlth. 

Comniissionir  fur  E.nlin  iiiir  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  Yours  of  the  4tli  instant  is  received,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  reply  that  I  liave  in  prepaiation  rolls  and  abstracts  of  prisoners  of 
war  paroled  by  both  parties  which  will  enable  you  to  make  a  declara- 
tion covering  the  exchange  '.li  all  I'edcral  troops  now  on  parole.  I  send 
you  by  this  mail  a  letter,  with  abstracts,  whicli  I  have  been  holding 
back  for  rolls,  which  are  in  iniMiaration,  of  paroled  Federal  troops  in 
the  West  not  heretofore  t'orwaiMnl.  the  number,  however,  being  on  the 
abstracts.     I  will  forward  the  imIIs  ,i-  s.hui  as  completed.     It  would  be 
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difiScuIt  to  make  up  the  equivalents  for  the  Confederates  declared 
exchanged  by  Mr.  Ould,  and  you  will  find  it  most  convenient  to  make 
a  declaration  covering  all  our  paroled  troops  up  to  some  time  in  July. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


XORFOLK,  Va.,  August  7,  1803. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  Staies: 

Sir:  1  most  respectfully  rc(|uest  that  so  soon  as  the  record  in  the 
case  of  Dr.  D.  M.  Wright,  charged  with  the  murder  of  Lieutenant 
Sanborn,  shall  be  laid  before  you,  you  will  teleiiiaph  the  Hon.  L.  H. 
Chandler  and  myself,  rixing  some  day  when  we  may  appear  before  you 
and  present  the  mass  of  testimony  which  lias  been  taken  to  prove  the 
insanity  of  Doctor  Wright,  and  also  to  present  such  statements  in  reyard 
to  the  manner  of  conducting  his  trial,  and  to  the  facilities  afforded  him 
for  making  anything  like  a  fair  defense,  as  the  facts  of  the  case  will 
justify. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect, 

LEMl'EL  J.  BOWDEN. 


Inspector-Generax's  Office, 

Charleston,  tS.  C.  August  7,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Tho.mas  Jordan,  Chief  of  Staf: 

General:  I  visited  this  morning  the  prisoners'  hospital  in  Queen 
street,  opened  exclusively  for  the  wounded  Federals  captured  ou 
Morris  Island  on  the  11th  uud  ISth  of  July  last. 

The  hospital  is  in  charge  of  Surg.  J.  L.  Dawson,  with  the  following 
attendants :  '  " 

Assistant  Surgeons  Ancrum;  J.  K.  Mood;  W.  W.  Andrews,  ward- 
master;  James  Spencer,  f.  m.  c.  steward:  Mrs.  C.  D.  Webb,  matron; 
Dulin,  Powell,  Finigan.  Maloy,  nurses,  two  of  whom  are  employed 
during  the  day  and  two  at  night;  two  washers;  two  cooks. 

The  number  of  wounded  prisoners  actually  in  hospital  is  as  follows: 

One  commissioned  ofUcer,  Captain  Payne;  two  sergeants,  one  of 
whom  is  a  negro;  one  corporal;  thirty-tive  privates,  twenty-live  (if 
whom  are  negroes  and  ton  only  white,  tiie  whole  making  an  aggregate 
of  thirty  nine  wounded  prisoners. 

The  hospital  is  a[)parently  well  managed,  the  niums  being  kept  as 
clean  as  can  be  expected  under  present  circumstances.  The  lieds  and 
bedding  are  of  a  rough,  but  good  material.  The  patients,  wliite  and 
black,  appear  to  be  well  cared  for  and  treated  with  due  kindness  and 
humanity. 

Mosquito  nets  are  needed.  Assistant  Surgeon  Ann-nm  informs  me 
that  from  forty-five  to  fifty  would  be  rei|uired  for  the  present. 

A  negro  by  the  name  of  (.'harles  Stautoii,  wounded  when  taken  to 
hospital,  but  now  well,  is  doing  duty  as  nurse  for  the  wounded  negroes. 
I  suggest  that  it  would  be  proper  to  disjiose  of  him  as  was  done  with 
the  other  negro  prisoners  captured  ou  Morris  Island;  that  is,  transfer 
him  at  once  to  the  State  authorities. 

1  met  with  no  visitors  at  the  hospital.  Assistant  Surgeon  Ancrum 
says  that  the  prisoners  are  not  interfered  with  as  they  tormerly  were. 
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the  sentinel  at  the  entrance  of  the  hospital  having  strict  orders  to 
allow  no  one  in  without  a  pass. 

EespectfuUy,  ALFD.  ROMAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Inspector- General, 


Edenton,  X.  C,  August  7,  1S63 
President  Davis: 

My  uncle,  Dr.  David  ^Minton  Wright,  one  of  the  oldest  and  first  phy- 
sicians in  Norfolk,  is  sentenced  by  the  Federal  authorities  to  be  hanged, 
but  is  granted  a  new  trial,  which  is  to  take  place  in  Washington.  As 
soon  as  I  heard  the  report  of  the  attair  I  endeavored  to  learn  the  par- 
ticulars, but  tlie  blockade  has  been  so  rigid  that  no  one  could  get  in. 
The  blockade  has  been  raised  for  a  few  days  ami  to  day  two  ladies  from 
Edenton  arrived,  bringing  the  following  intelligence:  A  few  weeks 
since  a  negro  regiment,  commanded  by  a  Yankee,  marched  through  the 
streets  of  Norfolk.  Doctor  VV right  was  standing  on  the  street,  and  as 
the  regiment  passed  remarked :  ■'  My  God,  did  ever  I  expect  my  country 
to  come  to  this  ?  Did  ever  I  expect  to  see  such  a  regiment  on  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Norfolk  ? "  The  officer  liearing  the  remark  stepped  before 
Doctor  Wright  with  his  sword  uplifted  and  attempted  to  slap  him  on  the 
cheek  with  his  sword.  The  doctor  drew  his  piscol  and  shot  him  dead. 
The  doctor  is  in  close  continement  with  fetters;  was  tried  last  week, 
condemned,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  Is  allowed  a  new  trial,  which 
is  to  take  place  in  Washington  City.  Doctor  Wright  has  a  son  in  the 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  Kegiment,  a  worthy  representative  of  his 
noble  father.  If  anything  can  be  done  by  our  Government  for  Doctor 
Wright  I  know  it  only  needs  to  be  made  known,  and  thus  my  letter. 
Verv  respectfully, 

Mrs.  STAEK  A.  W.  PEIGHTON. 


Deep  sympathy  is  felt  in  this  case,  and  both  the  natural  indignation 
of  Doctor  Wright  at  the  shameful  spectacle  and  his  prompt  vindica- 
tion of  his  honor  against  the  indignity  offered  him  are  honored,  but  it 
unfortunately  is  not  seen  how  the  Department  can  aid  his  cause,  and, 
indeed,  it  is  believed  interference  ou  the  part  of  this  Government  would 
probably  prejudice  it  with  our  brutal  foes. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
^Secretary. 

War  Departmkmt,   Washington,  August  S,  186rJ. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
General:  You  will  select  tliree  rebel  prisoners  of  South  Carolina, 
if  there  be  any  such  in  our  possession,  and  if  not,  three  others,  ami 
have  them  kept  in  close  custody  as  hostages  for  three  colored  men, 
named  Grin  H.  Brown,  William  H.  Johns(m,  and  William  Wilson,  cap- 
tured ou  the  gun-boat  Isaac  Smith  and  held  in  close  continement  in 
the  jail  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  Make  report  to  this  Department  of  the 
persons  who  are  thus  selected  as  hostages  and  of  the  place  of  their 
confinement,  and  communicate  the  fact  through  the  usual  channels  to 
the  rebel  authorities  at  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  ...  _   ,,,       ,^  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Augnst  8, 1863. 
Governor  John  A.  Andrew,  Boston,  Mass. : 

If  you  have  a  list  of  the  colored  prisoners  held  in  Charleston  and 
any  details  in  regard  to  their  mode  of  treatment,  showing  whether  or 
not  they  are  kept  in  close  confinement,  please  communicate  the  same 
to  this  Department,  in  order  that  such  measures  as  are  justified  by  the 
laws  of  war  may  be  taken  for  their  protection.  Xo  official  report  has 
been  received  by  this  Department  upon  the  subject. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Boston,  AiKjmt  8,  1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

No  list  of  prisoners  in  Charleston  or  details  of  treatment  yet  received 
by  the  Governor. 

H.  WAKE, 
Acting  Military  Secretary. 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Cavalry,  August  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Andrews, 

Commanding  C  S.  Forces,  Port  Hudson,  La.: 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  5th  instant  per  flag  of  truce  is  at 
hand,  and  in  reply  I  will  state  that  if  any  negroes  in  arms  have  been 
hung  by  troops  of  this  comiuaud  it  was  done  without  my  knowledge,  or 
by  some  one,  if  at  all,  without  authority  from  me.  The  report  that 
negroes,  after  capture,  were  beaten  is  false. 

Should  you  exercise  cruel  or  unkind  treatment  toward  any  officer  or 
soldier  captured  by  your  forces  belonging  to  this  command  I  shall 
most  certainly  use  the  severest  means  of  retaliation  upon  all  negroes  or 
white  men  protected  by  the  U.  S.  flag  now  in  or  those  that  may 
hereafter  fall  into  my  hands. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  your  command  captured  by  my  forces  at 
Jackson  and  other  places  will  be  placed  in  close  confinement  until  your 
l)olicy  toward  officers  and  soldiers  captured  from  this  command  is  made 
known  to  me. 

I  am,  &c., 

JNO.  L.  LOGAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


OFFirE    ('OMMISSARVGENERAL    of    I'RISON'ERS, 

W'a.fhingtiiu,  P.  (\.  AiniKst  >^.  1863. 
Maj.  (ieii.  R.  C.  Sciienck, 

Commanding  Middle  Department,  Baltimore.  Md.: 
General:  General  Meredith,  commissioner  for  exchange  of  pris- 
oners,  informs  me  tliat  he  is  constantly  receiving  prisoners  of  war,  line 
officers  and  chaplains,  from  Baltimore,  whom  he  is  obliged  to  send  to 
Fort  Norfolk,  where  there  is  no  room  for  tlienj.  By  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  I  have  to  request  that  prisoners  of  war  may  not  be  for- 
warded to  I'ort  -Monroe  except  by  orders  through  this  office.  Line 
officers  should  be  sent  to  the  depot  on  Johnson's  Island,  and  if  medical 
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olBcers  and  chaplains  cannot  be  conveniently  provided  for  at  Fort 
McHenry  they  also  should  be  sent  to  Johnson's  Island.  I  learn  accident- 
ally that  there  are  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Mifflin.  If  such  is  the  case 
I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  commanding  officer  may  be  directed 
to  make  the  necessary  rolls,  returns,  &c.,  to  this  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  1-6.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  S,  1863. 

I.  In  conse(iueuce  of  the  large  number  of  applications  in  this  depart- 
ment from  prisoners  of  war  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Brig.  Gen. 
X.  C.  McLean,  provost-marshal-general,  will,  by  authority  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  examine  such  rases,  and  when  satislled  of  the  honesty 
of  their  intentions  will  release  the  applicants  on  their  taking  the  oath 
and  furnishing  sufficient  bonds. 

II.  All  communications  for  prisoners  of  war  must  pass  through  the 
office  of  Brig.  Gen.  X.  C.  3IcLean,  provostmarshal-general  of  the 
department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Burnside: 

LEWIS  EICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Charleston,  August  S,  1863. 
ITou.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  On  the  -3d  of  July  last  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a 
copy  of  a  demand  uuide  upon  General  Beauregard  for  certain  negro 
slaves  and  commissioned  officers  captured  in  arms  on  James  and  Mor- 
ris Islands  on  the  11th  and  18th  of  the  same  month.  In  the  same 
letter  also  called  your  attention  to  the  question  of  delivering  to  me  the 
free  negroes  captured  at  the  same  time.  In  reply  to  my  demand  on 
General  Beauregard  he  says  in  a  letter  of  23d  of  July  last : 

I  have  to  ac(|uaiut  yni  that  in  view  of  the  grave  international  questions  which 
may  be  involved  I  have  felt  it  my  iluty  to  submit  your  letter  for  the  consideration 
and  for  the  orders  of  the  (government. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1st  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  you  have  "directed  the 
delivery  of  the  captured  negroes  to  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina," 
but  you  say  nothing  as  to  the  commissioned  officers  cai)tured  in  company 
with  the  slaves  in  arms  on  Morris  Island,  referred  to  in  my  demand 
upon  (rcueral  Beauregard. 

I  now  resi)ectfally  I'all  your  attention  again  to  that  matter  ami 
request  that  the  conimissioneil  officers,  in  accordance  with  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  announced  in  General  (Orders,  No.  Ill,  of  the  2-4th 
of  December.  1S6-,  fourth  section,  may  also  be  delivered  to  the  State 
autliorities  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State.  I  have 
been  notitied  by  the  commanding  general  that  he  is  ready  to  deliver  the 
slaves  and  free  negroes  whenever  I  am  ready  to  receive  them. 
\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 
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[First  indorsement.) 

Secretary  op  War: 

The  jiapers  relative  to  this  subject  were  submitted  some  time  ago. 
iTone  of  the  negroes  captured  were  of  South  Carolina,  nor  were  there 
any  of  them  slaves  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

.T.  A.  C. 

[Second  iiidorst-inent.] 

AUCrUST  14,  ISfiS. 
The  resolutions  of  Congress  are  explicit  that  negroes  captured  in 
arms  sliall  be  surrendered  to  the  authorities  of  the  States  in  which 
they  are  taken. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Head<,iuarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  AiKjust  9,  1S63. 
Hon.  R.  OuLD,  A(jent  of  Exchanrje,  Richmond.  Va.: 

S[R:  I  return  you  a  communication*  purporting  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  one  S.  P.  Moore,  Surgeou-(^ieneral,  &c.  No  paper  containing  a 
word  di.srespectful  to  the  Government  under  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
serve  will  be  forwarded.  Yours  of  the  5tli  ultimo  inclosing  the  above, 
coming  under  the  same  category,  is  also  returned. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brvjadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Excliange. 


.  Notwithstanding  the  objectionable  language  in  the  complaint  of  the 
rebel  surgeon  I  recommend  that  these  papers  be  transmitted  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Fort  Delaware  for  a  report. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison,  Alton,  lU.,  Aufpist  v,  iS6o. 
Col.  VV.  Hoffman,  Commissanj- General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  received  your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  lUh  in  rela- 
tion to  cost  of  building  and  lease  of  lot  for  smallpox  hospital  at  this 
place  iu  due  time,  and  would  have  replied  to  it  sooner  only  that  it  was 
not  known  till  yesterday  whether  we  could  get  a  place  within  a  rea- 
sonnble  distance  of  the  prison  to  locate  the  establishment.  I  iiave  not 
maile  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  building  like  that  suggestetl  by  me 
lor  the  reason  that  it  has  been  decided  by  the  Surneon-Geueral  of  the 
Anuy.  who  has  scut  instructions  to  that  effect  to  the  officers  of  his 
department  at  Saint  I.ouis,  that  hosjiital  tents  shall  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  smallpox  hospital  at  this  place.  i;ci|uisitioiis  have  been 
already  sent  to  the  quartermaster's  de[)artment  for  these  tents,  and  so 
soon  as  received  they  will  be  put  up  on  the  ground  selected,  and  the 
hospital  put  into  operation  as  soon  after  as  possible.  We  have  iiad 
great  difficulty  in  getting  a  place  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the 
prison  and  suitable  iu  all  respects  to  locate  the  hospital.  Persons 
owning  land  and  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Alton  are  strongly  opposed  to 
having  an  establishment  of  the  kind  on  or  near  their  premises,  hence 

"Si-'e  Ould  to  Mereilitb,  Auijiist  5,  with  iui  Insure,  p.  ISl. 
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oar  delay  in  a  great  measure  ia  getting  the  hospital  established.  A 
position  has,  however,  been  selected  in  a  wood  near  a  good  spring  of 
water,  about  two  miles  from  town,  to  which  place  I  hope  to  have  all  the 
smallpox  cases  removed  in  the  course  of  the  present  week.  1  have 
made  contracts  for  medical  attendance  on  the  sick  of  the  prison  with 
two  physicians  of  Alton,  in  compliance  with  Doctor  Keeney's  recom- 
mendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  ranch  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  HENDRICKSON, 
Major  Third  Infantry,  Commanding  the  Prison. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  10,  1863. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  resident  in  this  city, 
would  respectfully  represent  to  Your  Escelleucy  that  General  Neal 
Dow,  of  Portland,  in  said  State,  was  seriously  wounded  in  one  of  the 
assaults  made  on  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  and  sent  into  hospital 
for  treatment  of  his  wounds.  While  there  he  was  made  a  prisoner  by 
the  rebels  and  taken  to  Richmond,  Va. 

It  is  now  reported  that  Jeff.  Davis  has  given  him  into  the  hands  of 
the  Governor  of  Alabama,  on  a  requisition  from  that  functionary,  to 
be  put  on  his  trial  under  the  laws  of  that  State  on  the  charge,  it  is 
understood,  of  stealing  negroes,  the  penalty  for  which  is  death.  The 
result  of  such  a  trial  in  such  a  place  and  under  existing  circumstances 
no  one  need  be  told  who  knows  the  animus  of  that  people.  It  will  only 
prove  a  cloak  to  cover  up  a  deliberate  and  malicious  murder. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  ask  that 
Y'our  Excellency  will  order  that  Jeff.  Davis  and  the  Governor"  of 
Alabama  both  be  notified  that  General  Dow  must  be  in  all  respects 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  that  any  other  treatment  of  him  will  be 
retaliated  on  rebel  officers  in  your  hands  in  full  measure,  and  that  you 
forthwith  make  public  proclamation  of  such  i)urpose  in  this  case. 

As  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

E.  B.  FEEXCH. 
[And  thirty  one  others.] 

[First  indorsemeot.! 

August  12,  1863. 

Submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief. 

.  ,  •  A.  LINC0L2T. 

(SiHonil  indorsement.) 

War  Department,  August  IT,  1S63. 
Referred  to  General  Hitchcock,  commissioner  of  exchange. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Office  Coioiissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  10,  1863. 

M;lj.  W.  S.   PlERSON, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Major:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  Gth  instant  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  you  will  not  permit  the  prisoners  in  your  charge  to  make  any 
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addition  whatever  to  the  stock  of  clothing  they  brought  with  them, 
except  such  articles  as  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  they  must  be  of 
the  description  heretofore  prescribed.  One  suit  of  outer  clothing  and 
a  change  of  underclothing  is  all  tliat  is  necessary.  They  are  not  per- 
mitted to  receive  clothing  from  their  friends,  nor  are  they  permitted  to 
send  for  it  except  so  far  as  may  be  reiiuisite  to  supply  their  absolute 
wants,  and  the  boxes  of  clothing  you  speak  of  will  be  returned  to  the 
persons  who  sent  them.  That  ordered  must  be  countermanded.  Under 
no  circumstances  can  boots  be  allowed.  This  order  will  be  carried  out 
strictly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  OOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commi.ssary- General  of  Frisoners. 


State  of  Soutu  Carolina, 
Headquarters,  Charleston,  August  lit,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  tSixretanj  of  Wur,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  My  attention  has  Just  been  called  to  the  first  of  the  joint  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  approved  May  1,  1S03,  in  which  it  is  resolved: 
"That,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  commissioned  otficers  of  the 
enemy  ought  not  to  lie  delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  respective 
States  as  suggested  in  the  said  (President's)  message."  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  so  much  of  my  communication  of  the  sth  instant  as 
demands  of  the  Confederate  Government  the  surrender  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  to  me,  waiving,  for  the  present,  the  question  in  reference 
to  them. 

But  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  yourself  and  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  facts  that  the  free  negroes  will  be  punishable  by  the  laws 
of  South  Carolina  with  death,  the  (xovernor  having  the  power  under 
the  constitution  to  commute  the  punishment,  and  under  the  sixth  of 
the  joint  resolutions  above  referred  to  the  same  penalty  is  imposed 
upon  the  commissioned  officers,  and  the  same  power  of  con\muting  saiil 
punishment  is  vested  in  the  President.  It  nuiy  seem  to  yourselves 
advisable  that  the  same  degree  of  ])unishment  sliould  be  meted  to  both 
classes  if  convicted  and  that  there  should  be  accord  of  action  between 
the  two  authorities. 

I  will  immediately  order  the  trial  of  the  slaves  and  any  free  negroes 
of  the  Southern  States  that  may  be  among  them,  but  I  will  delay  action 
for  the  present  witli  regard  to  the  free  negroes  from  the  Northern 
States,  hoping  soon  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subjet;t. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.   L.  BCJXIIAM. 

(yiratiuaursrmeut.! 

AUCrUST   11,  ISO.^. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Pie.Mtleiit  tor  cousiileration  and  iu.struc- 
tions  to  me. 

.1.  A.  SKI) DON. 
Secretary  of   \V<ir. 


The  views  of  the  Secretaiv  of  Wur  arc  invitfd. 

.1.  1). 
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[Third  indoraeraent.] 

August  23, 1863.  . 
Eespectfully  resubmitted  to  the  President.  Under  present  circum- 
stances the  free  negroes  should  be  either  promptly  executed  or  the 
determination  arrived  at  and  auoounced  not  to  execute  them  during 
tlie  war.  I  do  not  think  they  should  be  regarded  as  regular  prisoners 
of  war,  but  dealt  with  ia  some  exceptional  way  to  mark  our  stern 
reprobation  of  the  barbarous  employment  of  such  inciters  to  insurrec- 
tion with  all  its  attendant  horrors  in  our  slave-holding  States.  This 
might  perhaps  be  effectually  done  both  to  deter  and  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  our  own  people  by  holding  them  to  hard  labor  diiring  the 
war.    I  incline  to  advise  the  latter  course. 

JAS.  A.  SEDDOJf, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

August  25,  1863. 

The  law  of  the  Confederate  States  gives  no  discretion  to  the  Executive 
so  far  as  the  captured  negroes  are  concerned,  but  indicates,  by  expressly 
giving  power  to  commute  penalty  in  the  case  of  white  men  serving  with 
negroes,  a  purpose  to  make  discriminations,  perhaps  to  avoid  the 
danger  of  sinking  the  spirit  in  the  letter  of  the  law. 

The  Governor  appears  to  desire  a  suggestion  which  may  serve  to  fix 
the  Confederate  and  State  governments  in  the  same  line  of  action,  but 
as  each  case  must  depend  upon  its  circumstances,  and  as  the  two  gov- 
ernments will  have  different  classes  to  deal  with,  it  is  not  seen  bow  a 
definite  answer  can  be  given  unless,  as  you  intimate,  it  be  not  to  bring 
any  case  to  trial.  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  power  of  the  Governor 
extends  in  that  regard. 

JEFF':N"  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  August  11,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Coui^minmry- General  of  Prisoners,   Washington,  D.  C: 
Among  the  prisoners  of  war  sent  from  this  department  ttiere  was  a 
MaJ.  M.  Semmes.  registered  or  enrolled  as  a  staff  officer  of  Brig.  Gen. 
P.  O.  ticbert.  C.  S.  Army.     IMajor  Semmes  was  captured  near  Natchez 
and  sent  North  duritig  the  latter  ])art  of  July. 

General  Hcbeit  has  conditionally  released  one  of  the  Government 
lessees  of  Louisiana  xdautations  who  had  been  captured  by  Confederate 
cavalry  and  ;isks  the  release  of  ^lajor  Semmes  in  exchange.  He  states 
that  ilajor  Semmes  is  a  citizen  aud  not  an  officer  of  the  Confederate 
Arm\-. 

The  conscript  act  is  so  rigidly  enforced  in  the  South  that  every  one 
to  be  secure  must  enroll  themselves  in  some  capacity.  Many  whose 
interests  and  inclinations  incline  them  to  remain  at  home  enioil  them- 
selves as  \i)luiiteer  aides  on  the  statf  of  some  general,  aud  this  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  case  with  .Major  Semmes. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  that  ^lajor  Semmes  be  released  and  returned 
to  his  home,  in  exchange  for  Judge  L.  Dent,  who  has  been  released  by 
General  Hcbert  and  allowed  to  return  to  his  plantation. 

TJ.  S.  (iRAXT, 

Major- General. 
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Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.,  August  ll,  18HS. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington: 
Colonel  :  I  Iiave  the  honor  to  report  that  in  coinpliance  with  orders 
from  the  commanding  general  of  the  Department  of  the  Mlssonri, 
received  here  yesterday,  I  have  this  day  relinquished  the  command  of 
this  prison  to  Col.  C  W.  Kineaid,  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Voluu- 
teers,  which  regiment  is  on  duty  here  as  guard  to  the  prison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  HEXDRICKSON, 

Major  Third  Infantry. 


Office  Assistant  CorviissARY  of  Prisoners, 

Camp  Morton,  August  11,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissarij-dcneral  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  At  last  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  my  report  of  prisoners  for 
the  month  of  July  ready.  When  I  reported  for  duty  at  this  camp  on 
the  Sth  of  duly  I  found  111  prisoners  here,  but  no  rolls  or  books,  and 
everything  in  confusion  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  prisoners  of  war 
and  the  camp  in  general.  Near  the  close  of  the  month  the  jjrisoners  of 
Morgan's  command  were  sent  in,  without  rolls,  and  scarcely  had  they 
arrived  until  many  of  their  friends  came  with  permits  from  Major- 
General  Burnside  to  see  their  relatives,  and  many  more  came  with  cloth- 
ing, &c.,  anil,  taking  all  together,  we  were  waiting  on  them  all  day  and 
compelled  to  get  up  our  ofhce  work  at  night.  1  am  happy  to  say  that 
this  state  of  things  is  now  past, as  no  more  permits  to  see  prisoners  are 
granted  and  Brigadier-General  Willcox  has  made  arrangements  to 
iiave  letters  and  packages  examined  by  an  officer  at  his  beadquarters 
in  the  city.  I  will  forward  rolls  in  a  few  days  of  those  "joined"  in  this 
month  up  to  the  present  time.  Please  send  me  blank  monthly  returns. 
as  I  have  not  one  in  this  office. 

Very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAUD  .1.  ROBIXSON, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Commisxarn  of  Prisoners. 


IlEADgUARTEKS    DEPAHTMENT    OK    EaST    TENNESSEE, 

h'lio.rrilli;  August    11,  I'^^tiS. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Ceneral,  liivliuinnil,  I'd..- 
General:  I  liad  the  honor  recently  to  su^iuest.  in  a  communication 
to  you,  the  expediency  of  assembling  near  the  Nortli  ('aiolina  moun- 
tains a  number  of  regiments  of  paroled  prisoners.  Amongst  others  1 
would  suggest  that  the,  brigade  of  Actg.  Brii;-.  Gen.  Alex.  \V.  Rey- 
nolds be  sVemi)loyed.  Whatever  disiiosition  may  l>e  ultimately  made 
of  them,  these  regiments  can  certainly  bi'  assemliled  more  readily  iu 
East  Tennessee  or  Western  North  Carolina  than  ;it  tlie  general  I'endez- 
vous  at  Demopolis.  Their  [)resence  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mountain 
districts  would  overawe  tin?  bushwhackers,  and  they  could  be  advan- 
tageously and,  I  think,  properly  employed  in  sustaining  the  civil 
authorities  when  they  could  not  be  ordered  to  tield  duty. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BI'ClvNER, 
Major-Ocneral,  Commanding. 
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[August  12,  1863.— For  Halleck  to  Grant,  in  relation  to  the  treat- 
ment of  colored,  troops  and  of  white  officers  of  such  troops,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXIV,  Part  III,  p.  5S9.J 


[August  12,  1863. — For  Schofield  to  Blunt  and  other  district  com- 
manders in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  in  relation  to  treatment  of 
Confederate  prisoners  of  war,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXII,  Part  II,  p.  liT.J 


Quartermastee-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  12,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Reynolds, 

Assistant  (fitartermaster.  Rock  Island,  III.: 
The  barracks  for  prisoners  at  Rock  Island  should  be  put  up  iu  the 
roughest  and  cheapest  manner — more  shanties,  with  no  hue  work  about 
them,  and  the  work  should,  if  possible,  be  done  by  contract  and  in  the 
shortest  possible  time.  Have  you  made  contracts?  The  fewer  superin- 
tendents the  better.     Report  by  telegraph. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
(Quartermaster-General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  12,  1S63. 
Commodore  W.  D.  Porter,  U".  S.  Navy, 

Glen  Cove,  Long  Island  : 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  -ith  instant,  addressed  to  General  Halleck, 
calling  attention  to  the  case  of  Mr.  S.  Kellogg,  fourth  master  of  the 
Essex,  a  prisoner  at  Richmond,  has  been  referred  to  this  oftice,  and  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  he  is  confined  in  Castle  Thunder 
under  charges  of  being  a  spy  and  a  deserter.  Assurances  are  given 
that  lie  shall  have  the  speediest  possible  trial,  and  if  the  charges  are 
not  sustained  he  will  be  delivered  up.  He  has  already  been  exchanged. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.   IIOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third.   Infantry  and  Coinmissanj-General  of  Prisoners. 


Medical  Diukctoh's  Office, 

Fort  Monroe,  August  12,  ISdo. 
Uriii.  <ien.  II.  M.  Xaglbe, 

Cnminanding  Seventh  Army  Corps: 
Sii;:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  liave  carefully  inspected  tlie 
jail  at  Norfolk  and  the  luison  at  Fort  Norfolk  iu  accorilance  with  your 
onlrr.  In  order  to  [lut  tlie  jail  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  keep  it  so  it 
will  lie  neccss;uy  to  have  it  thoroughly  cleaned  and  whitewashed  and 
more  I'l  e(|iicntly  anil  thoroughly  policed.  Although  the  condition  of 
the  piison  at  I'ort  Norfolk  iias  been  improved  of  late,  yet  it  is  highly 
important  that  the  [)olicing  be  more  ettectually  and  frequently  done. 
In  both  instances  the  necessary  improvements  were  pointed  out  to  the 
officer  iu  charge.  I  would  also  resi)ectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  more  thorough  policing  of  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
month.  The  streets  of  these  cities  ai'c  far  from  being  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition, and  in  my  oi)iniou  the  pie\;dcnce  of  the  diseases  peculiar  to 
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the  locality  can  only  be  prevented  by  the  cities  before  named  being 
immediately  put  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

H.   H.  (ilLBERT, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director. 


TTEADQXJARTER.S   DiSTRIf'T   OF    Kentttckt, 

Jjditisrille,  Aiii/ust  1;.\  isi;:;, 
Brigadier-General  McLkan,  Prorost-MitrnlKiI-dciicntl : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  th(»re  are  in  the  Tiiilitary  prison 
here  about  !.'.")()  relicl  prisoners  ciainiiun'  to  l)e  deserfers,  and  to  ask 
what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  them.  Many  of  them  have  been 
personally  examined  by  a  commission  of  three  officers  at  the  ndlitary 
prison  and  their  release  recommended.  Large  nniiilters  of  deserters 
are  sent  from  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  wifh  instructions  to 
be  released  in  Louisville.  It  is  believed  by  the  general  commanding 
the  District  of  Kentucky  that  the  release  of  such  large  numbers  of 
this  class  in  this  8tate  would  be  dangerous  to  its  peace,  as  many  bad 
men  would  inevitably  he  turned  loose,  it  being  in  most  cases  impossible 
to  procure  any  other  evidence  of  the  good  character  and  honest  inten- 
tions of  the  men  than  their  own  statement.  If  it  is  too  dangerous  to 
the  interests  of  the  service  to  release  men  of  this  class  in  tiie  Depart- 
ment of  the  (Jnnd)erland,  it  would  be  equally  so  in  the  State  of  Iven- 
tucky,  situated  in  so  many  respects  similarly  to  that  of  Tennessee. 

( ieneral  Boyle  directs  me  to  suggest  that  some  arrangement  be  niade 
with  (leiieral  Rosecrans  by  which  deserters  may  be  exaunned  at  Nash- 
ville, where  something  may  be  learned  of  the  character  of  the  [larties, 
and  that  the  worthy  may  bo  released  there  and  the  unworthy  be  held 
till  the  close  of  the  war.  Among  the  prisoners  claiming  to  be  deserters 
are  a  number  of  Iventuckians,  principally  Morgan's  men.  The  Ken- 
tnckians  who  went  into  the  rebel  service  were  principally  men  bank- 
nipt  in  fortune  and  reputation  before  the  rebellion  broke  out,  and  they 
eagerly  embraced  a  cause  promising  to  disrupt  the  established  com- 
mercial and  social  status  of  the  conntry,  having  in  any  cluinge  hope  of 
possible  advantage  and  fear  of  nothing  worse  tlian  their  then  present 
position.  With  these  went  out  many  hot-headed,  unreasoning  young 
men,  who  have  been  fearfully  corrupted  aTid  demoralized  by  association 
with  the  former.  Xdue  of  these  can  plead,  as  the  citizens  of  States 
farther  south,  that  force,  moral  or  physical,  pressed  them  inb^  the  rebel 
service.  For  this  reason  it  is  believed  less  C(msideration  is  due  them 
than  the  others.  A  jirotest  comes  to  General  Boyle  from  all  sections 
of  the  State  against  the  turning  loose  of  these  men  in  it  again  under 
any  circumstances.  Petitions  can  be  gotten  up  for  almost  any  one,  and 
in  this  way  it  is  representeil  that  some  of  the  worst  men  wiio  liave 
cursed  the  State  liave  recently  gotten  discharged  from  Canip  ('base. 
Altiiougii  I  had  recently  addressed  you  a  communication  upon  this 
subject.  General  Boyle  instructed  me,  as  I  had  received  no  re|)ly,  to 
write  you  again  at  length  requesting  you  to  give  the  subject  your 
mature  consideration  and  nie  full  instructions. 

Beggini;  an  early  reply,  I  iiave  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  E.  JONES, 

Captain  and  Aidedc  Camp, 
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[First  iiidorsemout.] 

HeADQUAETERS    PEOVOST-MAESHAL-GENEEAIi, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  29,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  with  reference  to  General  Orders,  Jfo.  2SG,  War 
Department.* 
By  order  of  Brigadier-( General  McLean: 

OSCAR  MINOR, 
Assintant  Adjutant- General. 

[Seiimil  inilorseiuhiit.] 
IlEADljUAETERS   DISTRICT   OF    IvENTUCKT, 

Louisville,  August  31,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  with  the  request  to  be  furnished  with  instructions  for  the 
disposition  of  the  prisoners.  If  tliey  are  to  be  held  until  application 
can  be  made  for  their  release  to  the  Secretary  of  War  it  is  re(iuested 
that  some  depot  of  jirisoners  be  indicated  to  which  they  may  be  for- 
warded, there  not  being  .sulMcient  room  iu  the  prison  here,  which  was 
designed  merely  as  one  of  transfer. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Boyle: 

STEPHEI^  E.  JONES, 

Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

[August  12,  1S63.— For  Seddon  to  Smith,  on  the  subject  of  retalia- 
tion, see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXII,  Part  II,  p.  964.  j 


Gainesville,  August  12, 1863. 
Jefferson  Davis,  Richmond: 

Please  inform  me  if  it  would  be  violating  parole  to  arm  men  for  pur- 
pose of  drill?  Discipline  cannot  be  preserved  without  it.  Troops  are 
coming  rapidly  in. 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  August  13,  1863. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith,  Ac: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  covering 
the  letter  of  3Ir.  Ould  of  the  5th  instant,  I  have  to  inclose  for  your 
guidance  a  memorandum  from  Major-General  Halleck,  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  decision  upon  the  letter  referred 
to.  upon  which  you  can  confer  with  Mr.  Ould  upon  your  next  interview 
with  liim,  presenting  the  proposition  as  a  definite  one  without  argument 
on  your  part. 

Should  the  proposal  be  accepted  with  authority  you  will  only  need 
to  make  the  declaration  it  contemplates.  If  it  should  not  be  accepted, 
you  will  please  merely  transmit  any  observations  which  Mr.  Ould  may 
desire  to  present  for  such  action  as  may  be  determined  upon  at  general 
headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

'See  August  17,  p.  212. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — ITMON   AND    CONFEDERATE.        199 

[Inclosure.] 

■      .  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washimjton,  August  12,  1863. 

Memorandum  for  Major- Geninil  Hitchcock. 

Robert  Ould,  agent  for  exchange  of  iirisoners,  in  his  letter  of  Axignst 
5  to  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  claims  that  the  prisoners  captured  and 
paroled  by  the  enemy's  forces  in  Maryland  and  elsewhere  prior  to  the 
•  Id  of  July  should  either  be  regarded  as  legally  paroled  or  returned  to 
the  enemy  as  prisoners  of  war.  It  wilf  be  observed  that  General 
Orders,  No.  100,  current  series,  simply  announces  general  principles, 
which  ap[)ly  only  in  the  absence  of  siiecial  agreements.  So  far  from 
changing  in  any  way  the  cartel.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ludlow  notitied 
Mr.  Guld  at  tiie  time  of  giving  him  this  order  that  our  Government 
would  regard  no  parole  as  biiuling  which  was  not  given  in  confotmity 
witli  the  provisions  of  the  cartel.  This  was  not  only  fully  understood 
at  the  time,  but  it  is  alleged  and  believed  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
enemy  whenever  it  suited  his  convenience.  It  is  understood  that  rebel 
prisoners  illegally  paroled  by  our  otiBcers  luive  been  returned  to  the 
ranks  without  exchange.  In  regard  to  the  prisoners  paroled  in 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  by  General  Lee  and  his  ollicers,  it  is 
stated  by  General  Meade  that  General  Lee  requested  him  to  appoint  a 
place  of  exchange  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  cartel  and 
that  he  (General  Meade)  declined  the  i)roposition.  Nevertheless,  in 
order  to  disembarrass  himself  from  the  care  of  these  prisoners.  General 
Lee  proceeded  to  parole  them.  General  Lee's  otiicers  in  receiving 
these  paroles,  and  our  otticers  and  men  in  giving  tiiem,  knew,  or  ought 
to  have  known,  that  they  were  utterly  null  and  void.  And  now,  after 
having  released  our  men  on  illegal  paroles,  in  order  to  avoid  guarding 
and  feeding  them  when  his  army  was  hard  pressed  and  retreating 
before  (General  Meade,  General  Lee,  or  rather  his  agent,  Mr.  Ould, 
insists  that  the  United  States  Government  shall  either  respect  these 
illegal  paroles  or  deliver  the  persons  so  paroled  to  the  Confederate 
authorities  at  City  Point.  This  is  certainly  a  most  extraordinary 
demand  and  cannot  be  acceded  to.  In  order,  however,  to  avoid  any 
difficulties  on  this  point  General  Meredith  will  be  authorized  to  aaree 
with  Mr.  Ould  that  all  paroles  given  by  otWcers  and  men  on  either  side 
between  the  23d  of  May  and  the  3d  of  July  not  in  conformitv  with  the 
stipulations  of  the  cartel  be  regarded  as  null  and  void,  a  tleclaration 
to  that  effect  being  published  to  the  armies  of  both  belligerents.  The 
other  three  points  mentioned  in  General  :\Iereditli's  letter  of  the  7th 
instant  seem  to  be  fully  understood  by  him.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  under  no  circumstances  yield  either  of  these  jioints. 
The  foregoing  memorandum  has  been  examined  and  ap[)roved  by  rhe 
Secretary  of  War. 

11.   W.   IIALLKCK. 
<h'nrnil-in-(_'/iicf'. 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wii.tliiiiijtoii.  I).  (\.  Auiiust  r;,  ii<63. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broadheau, 

Pri,foxt-Miir>iliiil.  Saint  Louis,  Ma.: 
Colonel:  The  report  of  Medical  Insi)eetor  John   L.  Le  Coute,  sur- 
geon, U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  the  Surgeon-General  states  that  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  variety  of  ve-etable   food    provided  for  tiie  prisoners  at 
(iratiot  Street  Prison   Ilosiutal  at  Saint  Louis,  ami  that  reiiairs  and 
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improvements  are  required  to  put  the  hospital  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. Please  examine  into  tliis  matter  and  cause  the  fund  to  be  used 
to  purchase  such  articles  as  are  recommended  by  the  surgeon  in  charge, 
or  as  may  be  necessary,  and  use  the  fnnd  also  to  put  the  hospital  in  a 
healthful  and  sate  condition.  Expensive  repairs  should  not  be  paid 
out  of  the  fund,  but  such  as  are  suggested  I  think  may  well  be,  viz: 
New  window  sills  of  plank,  bars  inside  of  the  windows,  substitute 
gratings  for  wooden  doors  to  increase  the  ventilation,  stop  the  leakage 
of  officers'  privy  into  recreatif)n  room,  &c.  When  a  few  prisoners  are 
employed  at  hard  labor  for  the  benelit  of  the  others,  particularly 
mechanics,  it  would  seem  to  Ite  right  that  they  should  receive  a  small 
compensation  out  of  the  fund  when  it  is  sufdciently  large  to  admit  of 
it.  They  should  not  receive  over  -5  cents  per  day  where  the  circum- 
stances, in  your  Judgment,  justify  it.  If  the  amount  is  over  a  dollar  or 
two  it  should  be  placed  to  the  man's  credit. 

Til?  foregoing  may  [lerhaps   apply   e(|ually   to   the   Myrtle   Street 
prison.     Please  report. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  (lommisfiary-dencrul  of  Prisoners. 


CniCAGO,  August  l-'l,  1S63. 

Colonel    IfOFFMAN: 

Camp  Douglas  in  good  condition  to  accommodate  8,000  prisoners.     I 
have  1-5  guards. 

J.  S.  PUTNAM, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 


Johnson's  Islakd, 
¥ear  Sandusky,  Ohio,  U.  S.,  August  13,  1S63. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  ^Yar,  Richmond  : 

Dear  8ik:  Tliere  are  about Confederate  officers  confined  here 

as  prisoners  of  war.     About were  captured  at  Cettysburg,  and  the 

balance  belong  mostly  to  our  Western  army.  This  is  the  general  depot 
for  all  Confederate  otiicers,  except  those  who  belong  to  General  Morgan's 
command.  There  are  but  few  men  in  the  crowd  who  have  a  change  of 
clothing,  and  as  our  money  is  worthless  here  there  are  but  tew  who 
have  the  means  to  purchase  what  they  so  much  need.  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  sending  to  each  officer  here  (if  in 
your  power  to  do  so)  one  month's  pay  in  U.  S.  money.  It  would  enable 
each  otlicer  to  purchase  a  supply  of  comfortable  clothing  for  the  cold 
season,  which  in  this  section  is  close  upon  us.  It  would  also  be  the 
means  of  preventing  a  large  amount  of  sutfering,  sickness,  and  death. 
In  thus  addressing  you  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  personal  motive. 
I  have  friends  and  relatives  in  the  United  States  who  cheerfully  supply 
all  my  needs.  I  write  in  behalf  of  mybrotherotiicers  whoarein  need  and 
must  sutfer  unless  something  is  done  to  relieve  them.  I  neither  ask  nor 
desire  anything  tor  myself  Our  treatment  here  is  kind  and  humane. 
Our  rations  are  good  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  all  we  need  to 
muke  us  coTnfortable  is  a  supply  of  clothing. 

Hoping  that  this  matter  will  receive  your  attention, 
I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 

J.  R.  BREAEE, 
Lieutenant,  Fifteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  Prisoner  of  War, 

Johnson's  Island,  Sandusky,  Ohio,  if.  S, 
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[First  indorsement.] 

September  1,  1863. 
Quartermaster-General  : 

Could  this  request  be  complied  with?     Has  any  Federal  money  l)een 
lately  captured  or  otherwi.se  come  under  the  control  of  the  Department? 
^  J.  A.  S  ED  DON, 

Secretary  of  W(ir. 

[Se,-on,i  in(l..rs.«mpnt.l 

Quartermaster  (;e>(ERAl's  Office,  September  ;,  isiij. 
Respectfully  returue<l  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Captain  Mortit,  assistant  quartermaster,  on  duty  with  i'.ri--.  Ceii. 
John  H.  Winder  in  this  city,  has  in  liis  possession  .S.^-lOO  captured  from 
Colonel  Streio-htby  Oeneral  Morgan,  and  alxuit  .f  10,(KM»  taken  from  olh- 
cers  and  men  of  V.  S.  Army,  lield  captive  at  this  jioint.  As  to  tlie  pro- 
priety of  usinoc  this  money  it  is  for  the  War  Department  to  lictermiiie. 
I  think  it  (juestionable  whether  it  could  be  safely  conveyed  to  onr  otti- 
cers  held  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Johnson's  Island,  aud  suggest  a  refer- 
ence of  the  question  to  Colonel  Ould  for  opinion. 

A.  R.  LA  WTO  X, 

(hiartermaster-drneral. 


Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Detot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xear  S<in<liislxy,  Ohio,  Axignst  If,  1SH3. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- (lenernl  nf  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  inclose  you  letter  to  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War.* 
On  my  return  from  the  East,  on  seeing  your  tirst  letter  respecting  cloth- 
ing I  directed  all  orders  for  (slothing  to  be  stopped.  Probably  but 
little  will  arrive  which  would  conflict  with  your  orders  and  require  to 
be  sent  back.  I  have  furnished  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  otheer  charged 
with  examination  of  packages.  Unless  these  luisoners  receive  clothing 
from  some  (luarter  many  will  soon  be  without  change  of  underclothing 
and  many  nearly  naked.  Sometimes  a  box  of  clothing  comes  that  has 
been  made  up  in  a  neighborhood  and  designed  for  many — generally 
cheap  clothing  aud  sometimes  second-hand.  Under  your  present  order  it 
would  prevent  its  delivery  without  it  is  gray.  I'.y  the  orders  I  have 
issued  the  prisoners  have  become  afraid  to  buy  nice  clothing  even  if 
they  could,  for  fear  it  will  be  taken  from  them,  and  I  think  it  would  in 
the  end  save  the  Government  furnishing  clothing  in  extreme  destitute 
cases  if  common  clothing  was  delivered  without  regard  to  color.  1  call 
your  attention  to  this  view  of  the  matter.  I  also  have  to  report  that 
boxes  of  clothing  come  here,  including  ditferent  descrijitiou  from  what 
you  allow,  with  a  permit  from  (jenoral  Burnside,  viz,  including  boots. 
Very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W:\l.  S.  PIRRSON, 
Major  Ifoffmans   Huttalidn,  Coiiniiandituj. 


[August  14,  1863.— For  Burnside's  General  Field  Orders,  No.  2,  in 
relation  t-o  the  treatment  of  Confederate  prisoners  of  war,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXX,  Part  III,  p.  30.] 

"See  next,  ante,  witlioiit  imldrNeuieiits. 
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Headquaeteks  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Augmt  14,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ot'ld, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  Mr.  Daniel  Gerhart,  an  old  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Ohio,  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  Va.,  while  attending  a  son  dangerously 
ill,  and  is  now  contined  at  Richmond.    Can  nothing  be  done  to  exi^edite 
the  release  of  this  gentleman? 

Kespecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Briijadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Riclimoud,  August  14, 1863. 
His  Excellency  M.  L.  BoNnAii, 

Governor  of  South  Curoiina,  Charleston,  S.  C: 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  Sth  instant 
renewing  the  request  that  the  commissioned  officers  taken  in  command 
of  negroes  within  your  State  be,  in  accordance  with  the  President's 
proclamation  announced  in  Ceueral  Orders,  Xo.  Ill,  of  December  24, 
1862,  delivered  to  the  authorities  of  your  State  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  its  laws.  Subsequeut  to  that  proclamation  and  the  issue  of  the 
general  orders  in  pursuance  thereof,  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
States,  by  joint  resolutions  approved  May  1, 1863,  provided  in  eftect  that 
such  officers  -'shall  during  the  present  war  be  tried  before  the  military 
court  attached  to  the  army  (jr  corps  by  the  troops  of  which  they  shall 
have  been  captured,  and  by  such  other  military  court  as  the  President 
shall  direct,  and  in  such  manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  the 
President  shall  prescribe,  and  after  conviction  the  President  may  com^ 
mute  the  puuishment  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  he  may 
deem  proper."'  These  resolutions  have  been  annulled  and  substituted  by 
the  orders  to  which  you  refer,  and  in  consequence  the  officers  demanded 
by  you  cannot  be  delivered,  but  must  be  tried  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  said  resolutions.  Instructious  to  observe  the  provision  of  the  reso- 
lutions, together  with  a  copy  thereof,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  embracing  your  State,  and  it  is  not 
doubted  that  under  such  instructions  appropriate  proceedings  will  be 
instituted  and  severe  punishment  inflicted  upon  the  officers  taken  in 
the  unworthy  and  criminal  service  of  commanding  negroes,  thereby 
inciting  to  servile  insurrection  and  all  its  attendant  horrors  within 
your  State.  Assurance  of  this  course  of  proceeding  by  the  command- 
ing general  is  afforded  by  the  promptness  with  which  he  has  complied 
with  the  instructioTis  to  surrender,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  resolutions, 
the  negroes  captured  in  arms.  Thus  it  is  hoped  full  satisfaction  on 
both  i)aints  will  be  atforiled  to  the  outraged  feelings  of  Your  Excel- 
lency and  the  i)eo[>le  of  y(nir  State. 

With  high  regard  and  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

•lAMES  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  14,  1863. 
General  Braxton  Bragct, 

Commandimi  ]>fpartm€nt  of  Tennessee: 
C.EMERAi, :  A  letter  of  D.  M.  Wisdom  addressed  to  Colonel  Roddey, 
of  the  23(1  ultimo,  was  referred  from  your  headtiuarters  to  this  Depart- 
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ment  and  has  been  submitted  to  the  President.  The  letter  contained  a 
narrative  of  the  capture  of  Captain  Wharton  and  a  portion  of  his  men 
by  Colonel  Hurst,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  the  murder  of  the  captured 
party  on  the  road  from  Purdy  to  Pocahontas.  The  President  directs  that 
you  will  inquire  into  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wisdom,  and 
that  when  you  are  satisfied  on  that  subject  you  will  adopt  such  retaliatory 
measures  as  are  authorized  by  the  usages  of  war,  without  awaiting  spe- 
cific instructions  or  making  any  reference  to  this  Department.  And  this 
course  will  be  adopted  not  only  in  this  case,  but  whenever  such  iustaiioos 
of  enormity  and  wickedness  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  war  shall  come 
to  your  knowledge.  The  subject  is  placed  under  your  control  as  a  mili- 
tary commander,  and  you  are  expected  to  exercise  a  wise  discretion  in 
reference  to  it.  The  enemy  have,  in  their  Military  Order,  Xo.  100,  declar- 
ing the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  allowed  to  their  subordinate  commaud- 
ers  every  latitude  for  cruelty  and  injustice  that  they  can  desire,  and 
we  hear  from  every  ipiarter  that  they  are  not  slow  in  using  and  abus- 
ing the  authority  given.  To  repress  this  abuse  a  corresponding  power 
must  sometimes  be  exerted  by  our  own  ofUcers. 
\'ery  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

iSecretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  \        Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

^o.  193.  i  Bk'Iimond,  Au(jHst  14,  1863. 

XXII.  H.  A.  M.  Henderson  is  appointed  assistant  commissioner  with 
the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  captain  in  the  Adjutant-Geiierars  Depart- 
ment, to  carry  out  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  will 
report  to  Col.  Robert  Ould,  agent,  &c.,  for  duty  at  Demopolis,  Ala. 
By  command  of  the  Secretarv  of  War  : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Ansistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headcjuarters  Department  Tkans-Mississippi, 

Shreceport,  La..  August  14,  1S63. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inapector  General,  Richmond: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  War  Depart- 
ment toau  announcement  in  the  New  Orleans  Era  of  the  6th  instant '-that 
the  soldiers  belonging  to  theTwenty-third,  Twenty  fourth,  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  wlio  were  recently  cajjtured  and  paroled 
at  Brashear  City,  have  been  ordered  to  report  for  duty,  as  their  [)arole3 
are  signed  by  an  aide-de-camp,  C.  S.  Army,  whose  authority  is  not 
recognized  by  our  Government."  This  anuoiuiceincnt  derives  peculiar 
significance  from  its  being  made  in  the  ollicial  abolition  i)aper  of  New 
Orleans.  It  is  an  act  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  in  keep- 
ing with  their  treacherous  policy,  and  demands  the  ]nonipt  action  of 
the  Government.  The  prisoners  who  were  paroled  at  Vicksl)urg,  and 
who  yielded  to  the  desire  to  visit  their  homes  in  this  deparcnient  (as 
they  uniformly  state),  were  offered  every  facility  by  the  enemy  to  pass 
through  tlieir  lines  and  cross  tlie  Mississippi  River.  By  this  means 
hundreds  of  these  paroled  men,  who,  by  the  stipulation  of  the  surren- 
der of  the  garrison,  were  to  be  sent  to  a  paroled  camp  cast  of  the 
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Mississippi,  have  been  scattered  far  and  wide  over  this  department. 
This  was  also  an  act  of  bad  faith  to  which  I  respectfully  call  the 
attention  of  the  War  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  order  for  all  officers  and 
soldiers  paroled  upon  the  surrender  of  the  garrisons  at  Vicksburg  and 
Port  Hudson  in  the  department,  whetlier  on  furlough  or  otherwise,  to 
rejiort  at  the  various  camps  of  instruction  by  the  loth  proximo.  If  by 
that  time  I  ascertain  from  the  military  authorities  of  the  enemy  that 
the  announcement  above  (|Uoted  is  true,  and  no  instructions  are  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  shall  release  tlie  paroled  orticers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  garrisons  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  from  the  obhga- 
tioiis  of  their  paroles  and  order  them  on  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lirntrnnnt-ffenernl,  Commanding. 


General  Orhk.ks,  }  Hnni;s.  Dept.  Trans  Mississippi, 

No,  ;'.(■(.  \  Shrcrcport,  La.,  August  11,  1863. 

II.  All  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  garrisons  of  Vicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson  previous  to  the  siirretuh'r  of  those  places  who  may 
be  within  the  Department  of  Trans-Mississippi,  either  by  furlough  or 
otherwise,  will  report  by  the  15th  day  of  September  next,  or  at  the 
expiration  of  their  furlough,  at  one  of  the  following  named  places,  viz: 
Those  from  Arkansas,  at  the  camp  of  instruction  at  Washington,  Ark. ; 
from  Missouri,  at  Little  Kock,  Ark.;  from  Louisiana,  at  the  camp  of 
instruction  near  Shreveport,  La. ;  from  Terras,  at  the  places  directed  by 
Major-General  Magruder.  Tlie  r|uartermaster's  dei»artment  will  furnish 
necessary  transportation  to  officers  and  men  reporting  in  compliance 
with  this  order. 

By  command  of  Lieut,  (icn.  \i.  Kirbv  Smith: 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEAnriuARTERS  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Slirereport,  La.,  August  li,  1S63. 
IMaj.  Gen.  li.  Tkyi^ou,  Alexandria,  La. : 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding 
to  inclose "  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  this  day  to 
General  Cooper.  He  also  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you  to  open 
a  correspondence  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Yankee  forces  near 
you  for  the  piiri)ose  of  ascertaining  definitely  whether  the  announce- 
ment in  the  l*'ra  of  the  Gth  instant  in  regard  to  the  release  of  Brashear 
City  iirisoners  is  true,  and  if  said  prisoners  have  been  released  to  learn 
as  'precisely  as  possible  the  reasons  for  this  action  of  the  Yankee 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  WILLIAMSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


next,  ante. 
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LiBBT  Prison  Cell, 
r,  ,  ^    ^    ^  Richmond,  Va.,  August  14,  1863. 

General  J.  H.  Winder,  ' 

Provost-Marahal- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  a.sk  your  indulgence  and  pardon  sir  for 
trespassing  upon  your  patience  in   giving   me  your  attention  lor  a 
moment  to  the  reading  of  the  following: 

(General,  I  learn,  sir,  that  I  am  placed  in  close  and  solitary  confine- 
ment to  await  my  trial  for  murder  and  robbery,  with  which  I  have  been 
cliarged.     The  facts,  sir,  in  the  case  of  the  former  are  as  follows- 

In  the  month  of  January,  1862,  the  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Vol- 
unteer (avaky,  Ij.  S.  Army,  commanded  by  Col.  W.  M.  Bolles,  was 
ordered  to  re-entorce  General  Gartield,  then  in  Northeastern  Kentuclcv 
where  said  regiment  arrived  on  the  7th  of  January. 

On  reaching  General  Garfleld's  forces  said  regiment  was  ordered  to 
the  front  borne  two  miles  and  a  half  above  Paintsville  Colonel  BoUes 
discovered  the  enemy  and  ordered  the  writer  to  pursue  and  charge  unou 
him,  which  was  done,  putting  the  enemy  to  flight.  During  the  .'hase 
?Jn!  h  "-'enemy  wa>.  discovered  attempting  to  make  his  escape  on  foot, 
was  1  a  ted  several  times  and  refused  to  do  so,  was  fired  upon  and 
killed,  having  a  musl<et  i„  his  hand  at  the  time.  Some  time  afterward 
t  was  reported  that  he  was  shot  after  having  surrendered.  I  imme 
diately  demanded  an  investigation,  whereup,.n  General  Posecrans,  then 
m  command  of  that  department,  ordered  an  investigation  and  in  case 
any  evidence  could  be  had  to  sustain  a  charge  to  have  charges  preferred 
at  once.  An  examination  was  liad;  the  evidence  was  not  sulhcient  to 
sustain  a  charge,  but,  to  the  contrary,  evidence  was  had  proving  that 
the  man  had  not  surrendered  and  that  he  was  killed  with  musket  in 
liand  attempting  to  make  his  escape,  and  w.,uld  not  stop  after  bein- 
commanded  to  halt  several  times,  wliereupon  the  case  was  dismissed 
and  the  writer  exonerated  from  all  blame  in  the  case 

Sir,  so  far  as  the  latter  charge  is  concerned.  I  am  totally  in  the  dark 
unless  the  taking  of  stock,  /.  ..,  horses  and  cattle,  by  or.lers  from  tbe 
commanding  ollicers  is  so  construed.  If  so,  I  am  guilty  of  robbery-  if 
not,  1  am  innocent  of  the  charge,  for  I  do  assure  you,  j^eneral,  that  I 
liave  never  done  anything  of  the  kind  myself  or  allowed  the  men  under 
my  iiuniediate  command  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  Having  operated 
against  the  Lighth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteer  Cavalrv,  C  S  Armv 
commanded  by  Col.  James  M.  ( 'orns,  my  almost  entire  time  in  the  servicl-,' 
luspcctfullyieterto  him  ami  to  Captains  Henry  C.  Everett  and  C 
Irvine  Lewis,  of  said  ic-iment,  for  my  character  as  an  oflicer  and  -eii- 
Ovnr;  f^«  '^•'^'I't-  V'illiam  A.  Lackey,  of  the  Fourt.-cntii  Viruinia 
Cavalry,  C.  S.  Army,  whom,  to-cther  with  some  IU>  of  his  men,  I  cao- 

Wv'thevHK  vr'  "'^'  '^"'  -^'"^'^■'"^*^'''  ^^'■^"  ^'■-  ■^-  '-  Cleaves,  of 
C.cneral,  the  object  la  giving  you  these  facts  is,  sir,  to  respfcffullv 
ask  your  clemency,  sir  to  the  extent  that  I  maybe  i.ermift'd  to  i,,- 
aken  from  my  cell  an,l  put  with  my  fellow-oHicers  until  the  t.n,,-  of  ,„v 
tiial.  Ihc  raid  on  Wytheville  was  iicaded  byCl.  J.  T.  Tokmd  icliii". 
brigadier  .general,  who  was  killed  there,  ami  not  by  mc. 
1  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

/'/,.•  ,  ,-       .  ^^'-    "■    I'OVVLId,. 

Vulomi  .Second  \injinia   Volunteer  Camlry,  if.  :S.    Lnni/ 
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Atjgttsta,  August  15, 1863. 
President  Lincoln,  Washington: 

Dear  Sir:  We  are  greatly  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  General  Dow, 
whom  the  rebels  have  taken  to  Mobile  on  a  charge  of  stealing  negroes. 
Yon  have  been  advised  of  the  facts  in  his  case.  Is  it  not  possible  in 
some  way,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise,  to  admonish  them  of  the  dan- 
gers they  will  encounter  by  dealing  thus  with  an  officer  of  the  U.  S. 
Army? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOT  M.  MOEEILL. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Burnside,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  in  preparation  an  order  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  discharge  of  prisoners,  and  he  desires  that  no  discharges 
shall  be  made  under  your  orders  (Xo.  126)  of  the  Sth  instant.*  You 
will  soon  receive  a  War  Department  order  on  the  subject. 

B.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  (Jen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  District  of  Saint  Mary's, 

Point  Lookout,  August  15,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  Oa  or  about  the  10th  instant  I  wrote  you  that  I  should 
be  ready  to  receive  1,000  prisoners  as  soon  as  you  could  send  them. 
None  have  since  arrived.  All  the  arrangements  of  mess-houses,  &c., 
have  not  been  completed,  but  nevertheless  prisoners  can  be  taken  care 
of  here  with  perfect  ease  and  safety.  If  the  Government  chooses  to 
send  them  here  1  am  ready  to  receive  them. 

I  ain,  very  respectfully,  your  (jbcdieiit  servant, 

GILMA^f  MAESTON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Chicago,  August  15,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman: 

I  have  just  learned  that  you  have  been  told  that  Camp  Douglas 
would  accommodate  8,000.  This  is  an  error.  Six  thousand,  including 
guard,  is  the  utmost  limit,  and  then  they  will  be  crowded.  Please  have 
a  commandant  sent;  also  a  good  officer. 

J.  A.  POTTEE, 
Assistant  (Quartermaster. 

Gainesville,  August  15,  1863. 
Maior-C.tMUTiil  Stevenson,  Demopolia,  Ala.: 
The  idUowiu;:' just  received  from  the  President: 

RiCUMOXD,  August  14,  1.SG3. 
("'IummI  J.  C.  I'lCMCEUTOX.  CainesriUe,  Miss.: 

To  use  anus  for  the  purposes  of  iustructinn  and  to  maintain  discipline  in  oamp  of 
paroleil  ini-ii  ilnes  not  comih  witliiii  any  restriction  of  (-artel.  The  terms  of  your 
ca|iitiilatiou  must  he  referred  to  to  find  whether  there  be  other  objection. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

I  see  nothing  in  the  terms  of  capitulation  to  prohibit  this. 

J.  C.  PEMBEKTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

'  See  p.  lUO. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

ISTo.  194.  )  Richmond,  August  15,  1863. 

•  ****»* 

XX.  Tbe  officers  and  men  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  L.  Stevenson's  division, 
paroled  at  Vidisburj;,  will  on  the  expiration  of  the  furloughs  granted 
to  them  be  reassembled  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  for  assignment  to  the 
army  of  General  Bragg. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.   WITHERS, 

As.sistii n t  Ailjutant- (rencral. 

IlEAD(^> CARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

Wiiichenter,  Auqiist  Hi,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commi.s.mry-dcneriil  of  Prisoners:,  Wa.shiiif/ton.  D,  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  7th  instant  in  regard  to  prisoners  of  war  who  desire 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  become  once  more  law-abiding  citi- 
zens. [  had  previous  to  the  receijit  of  your  letter  adopted  the  policy 
of  paroling  such  men  and  permitting  them  to  return  to  their  homes, 
there  to  remain  as  long  as  they  conduct  themselves  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  their  oaths,  obliging  them  in  ail  cases  to  give  satisfactory 
security  by  bond  that  they  will  strictly  observe  their  paroles.  After 
the  retreat  of  Bragg's  army  from  this  State  large  numbers  of  deserters 
froai  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  rebel  troops  were  found  in  the  country 
and  concealed  in  the  woods  and  hills,  who  were  afraid  to  give  them- 
selves up  to  our  forces  for  fear  of  being  sent  for  exchange,  aud  who 
preferred  to  live  as  outlaws  rather  than  risk  the  cdiance  of  beiDg  returned 
to  the  rebel  army.  The  imminent  danger  that  these  men  would  of 
necessity  become  guerrillas  and  give  infinite  trouble  not  only  to  us,  but 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  induced  me  to  issue  the  orders,  copies 
of  which  are  herewith  inclosed.*  I  transmit  also  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  parole t  which  is  administered  in  these  eases,  and  desire  to  be 
informed  if  my  course  in  this  matter  meets  the  approval  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  1  would  propose  that  I  be  permitted  to  continue  to 
allow  these  men  to  return  to  their  homes  upon  giving  their  paroles  with 
satisfactory  security,  aud  then,  if  necessary,  to  forward  their  cases  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  his  final  action.  You  will  observe  that  in  paroling 
them  1  reserve  the  right  to  exchange  them  at  some  future  time  if  their 
conduct  is  such  as  to  nuxke  it  necessary.  The  necessity  for  immediate 
action  in  these  rases  makes  this  course  seem  to  me  the  best  that  can 
be  pursued.  When  their  cases  are  decided  uijon  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  rhey  can  be  finally  discharged  or  sent  for  exchange,  as  he  may 
deem  proper. 

i  am,  sir.  very  rcspectfullv,  your  ol)edient  servant, 
W.  S.  ItOSECEAXS, 

Majur-Gcneral,  Commanding. 

!In,lnrsfm.-nt.] 

War  DErART:\[ENT,  August  29,  1863. 
I  respectfully  recommeud  that  deserters  from  the  rebel  army  be  dis- 
posed of  primarily  by  the  department  commanders  in  whose  depart- 
mei^its  they  may  be  found.     The  course  of  (rcueral    Rosecrans  seems 
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judicious,  except  that  it  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  prisoners  of  war 
after  being  reported  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Maj.  (Jen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

Submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  approved  August  29,  1863. 


War  Department,  Washington,  August  16,  1863. 
Robert  Ould: 

In  relation  to  Doctor  Eucker  and  the  exchange  of  medical  oflBcers, 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  Doctor  Eucker  has  from  the  first  been 
confined  on  various  pretenses,  but  in  reality  because  of  his  strong 
attachment  to  the  L'nion.  He  has  been  twice  tried  and  acquitted  by 
Virginia  courts,  and  is  now  held  upon  some  third  accusation,  the  nature 
of  which  is  unknown  to  the  undersigned. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  16,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  correspondence  between 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  and  myself  in  relation  to  Doctor  Eucker 
and  the  detention  of  surgeons,  and  especially  to  my  communication  of 
the  2.Jd  June  last.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  in  his  reply  bearing 
date  12th  July,  1863,  says : 

Am  uuilerstooil  by  me  Doctor  Rucker's  alleijcd  offenses  wore  committed  in  West 
Virginiii,  withiu  the  territory  militarily  occupied  ;vt  the  time  by  the  troops  of  the 
United  s>tates.  It' so,  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  your  authorities  have  no  juris- 
diction in  his  case. 

I'aragraph  .59  of  your  General  Orders,  No.  100,  does  not  make  the 
distinction  of  military  occupation  suggested  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow.     It  says: 

A  prisoner  of  war  romairs  answerable  for  his  crimes  committed  a};ainst  his  cap- 
tors, army,  or  people,  coiuuiitted  liefore  the  prisoner  was  captured  and  for  which  he 
has  not  been  punished  by  his  owu  authorities. 

Any  coMstruetioii  which  would  not  include  such  crimes  as  are  com- 
mitted within  the  territory  militarily  occupied  by  the  army  to  which 
the  otieiuler  belongs  would  leave  the  provision  almost  without  any 
meaning.  In  Doctor  Eucker's  case,  however,  the  distinction  is  without 
avail.  I  have  delayed  thus  long  in  answering  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lud- 
low's coninimiic;ii  ion  of  the  iL'th  ultimo  in  order  that  I  might  obtain 
iicruiate  nil'orniation  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case.  He  is  indicted  for 
niunlei-  conimitted  on  the  L'otl  of  July,  1801,  upon  a  citizen  of  X'irginia 
in  Covingt(jn,  Alleghany  County,  V'a.  At  that  time  no  Federal  force 
was  tlieie  or  ever  hud  been.  The  U.  S.  forces  did  not  invade  that 
county  or  region  of  coimtry  until  JSIay,  1862.  He  is  also  indicted  for 
stealing  a  horse  in  January,  1862.  He  is,  moreover,  charged  with 
other  offenses  committed  while  the  Federal  forces  were  in  the  country. 
Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  construction  placed  upon  the  general 
orders,  so  far  as  military  occupation  is  concerned,  Doctor  Eucker's  case 
is  certainly  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  paragi'aph  59.     I  am 
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also  reliably  informed  that  at  the  time  of  at  least  some  of  the  offenses 
charged  against  him  Doctor  Rucker  had  no  connection  with  your 
Army.  It  will  hardly  be  contended,  I  suppose,  that  immunity  for 
crimes  already  committed  can  be  purchased  by  joining  the  forces  of  an 
invading  army. 

The  correspondence  between  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  and  myself 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  only  hindrance  to  the  immediate  and  nncon- 
ditional  release  of  all  surgeons  is  to  be  found  in  the  detentiou  of 
l>octor  Rucker,  and  further,  if  such  detention  could  tind  its  justifica- 
tion in  your  general  orders,  even  that  iiindrance  would  be  removed. 
1  therefore  bring  to  your  attention  the  foregoing  facts,  drawn  from  the 
indictments  against  Doctor  Rucker,  by  which  it  very  clearly  appears  tliat 
he  is  rightfully  held,  and  tlierefore  Doctor  Green  wrongfully  detained 
in  retaliation.  1  accordingly  renew  to  you  the  proposition  heretofore 
made  by  me  that  all  surgeons  now  held  on  both  sides,  with  tiie  excep- 
tion of  Doctor  Rucker,  be  released  without  delay.  I  liave  no  objection 
to  extend  the  proposition  to  nurses  and  members  of  sanitary  commis- 
sions. I  would,  however,  much  prefer  that  it  siiould  embrace  all  non- 
combatants.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  gi\e  an  early  specidc 
reply  to  tlie  propositions  liereiu  contained. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


fATTrUST  17,  ISOT.— -For  Banks  to  Halleck,  in  relation  to  parole  ot 
Ccmfederate  prisoners  surrendered  at  Port  Hudson,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXVI,  Parti,  p.  35. 1 


nKADQfAKTERa  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  GULF, 

New   Orleans,  Auqust  17,  1S63. 
Jlaj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  South  of  Red  River: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  1  have  directed  the 
immediate  return  to  duty  of  all  prisoners  paroled  by  you  during  your 
recent  occupation  of  the  La  l''ourciie  country.  My  reasons  for  so  doing 
are  that  the  paroles  were  in  violation  of  the  cartel  of  exchange  antl 
were  not  authorized  by  agreement  between  tiie  commanders  of  the 
opposing  armies.  1  wnx  likewise  prohibited  from  recognizing  their 
validity  by  orders  from  the  GeneraliuGliief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  founded  on  and  agree  with  the  orders  issued  from 
Richmond. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

K   P.  T5ANKS, 
MiiJ(>r-(ri')ti:ri(l,  ConntHuuHnii. 


.TUDGE-AnVIH'ATECiKNKUAL's    OFFICE.   Al(i/llst    17,  1S:H:1. 

lion.  E.  .M.  Stanton,  Sicrctayy  if  W(<r : 

Sir:  The  letter  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield,  addressed  to  yourself 
under  date  of  17th  of  July*  and  referred  to  this  office,  has  been  care- 
fully considered.     The  object  of  the  communication  is  to  ask  from  the 

'  Omitted,  :i  anrauMry  uf  its  loutents  being  given  in  this  communication. 
1-4    K    R — SERIES    11,  VOL    VI 
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Secretary  of  War  instructions  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued 
by  the  military  authorities  in  Missouri  in  refereme  to  the  population  of 
African  descent  found  in  that  State,  which,  being  loyal,  was  not 
embraced  in  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  1st  of  January,  1863. 
The  points  to  which  the  in(iuiries  and  suggestions  of  General  Scho- 
field  are  mainly  directed  may  be  resolved  into  three,  viz :  The  status, 
lirst,  of  the  persons  hehl  to  service  or  labor  in  Missouri,  as  growing  out 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  --act  to  confiscate  property  used  for  insur 
rectionary  purposes,"  approved  0th  of  August,  1S61;  second,  of  those 
enumerated  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  "act  to  suppress  insurrection, 
to  punish  treason  and  rebellioQ,"  &c.,  approved  ITth  of  .July,  1862;  and, 
thirdly,  those  referred  to  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  last-mentioned  act, 
together  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  military  authorities  in  regard 
to  persons  belonging  to  each  of  these  classes.  The  emancipation  of 
the  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  named  in  the  first  class,  viz,  such 
as  have  been  required  or  permitted  by  those  to  whom  such  labor  or 
service  is  due  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States  or  to  work 
or  be  employed  in  or  upon  any  foit.  navy  yard,  dock,  armory,  ship, 
iutrenchmeut,  or  in  any  naval  or  military  service  whatsoever  against 
the  Government  of  tlie  United  States,  n-sults,  ipso  facto,  from  the  per- 
formance of  tlie  acts  mentioned,  aiul.  should  thereaiter  any  attempt  be 
made  to  enforce  such  claim  to  labor  or  service  iigainst  the  person  thus 
manumitted,  it  is  declared  by  the  act  of  Congress  that  -'it  shall  be  a 
full  and  sufficient  answer  to  such  chiim  tliat  tlie  person  whose  service 
or  labor  is  claimed  had  been  employed  in  hostile  service  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States."  The  statute  evidently  contem- 
plates that  this  defense  or  assertion  of  a  right  to  freedom  shall  be 
made  before  the  courts,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  ground  on  which 
the  military  authorities  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  where  the  courts  are 
open,  can  intervene  in  the  settlement  of  any  i|uestions  arising  under 
this  act.  Should  the  i)arty  claimed  to  be  held  to  service  be  seized  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  claim  lie  would  only  have  to  sue  out  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  make  proof  of  the  facts  to  secure  his  dis- 
charge. The  persons  described  in  the  second  class  stand  upon  an 
entirely  difi'erent  footing.  The  language  of  the  act  in  reference  to 
them  is  as  follows : 

Anil  let  it  be  further  enacted,  that  nil  slaves  of  pcvsons  who  shall  hereafter  lie 
enuafjed  in  reboUina  aguiiist  the  Goverameur  I'f  the  I'liired  States  ur  who  shall  in 
any  ^vay  i;i\'e  aid  or  cniiifon:  thereto,  eseapiiii;  from  such  ]iersons  and  taking  refuijo 
within  the  lines  of  the  army.  ;ind  all  slaves  eaptured  frnm  such  persons  or  deserted 
by  them  and  comiuK  under  the  eoutrol  •'(  tin-  ( .oveniuient  of  the  United  States,  and 
ail  slaves  nf  sach  persons  found  nr  l.eiiiir  within  places  mcupied  by  rebel  forces  and 
afterward  oeeupied  by  the  forces  of  the  Iinted  states,  shall  lie  deemed  captives  of 
war  and  shall  be  furever  free  of  their  servitude  and  not  atiaiu  hehl  as  slaves. 

The  slaves  thus  ennmerated.  being  nuide  and  declared  to  be  captives 
of  war  as  well  as  freednicn.  ;ire  iit.-ces.-arily  under  the  military  control 
of  the  (iovernnieut  of  the  I'liited  States.  This  i)i'(.(tection  should,  in 
good  faith,  be  full\'  extended  to  thein  against  all  efforts  made  to  re-en- 
slave them  or  to  deini\e  rhein  of  the  iieedoiu  which  this  act  bestows 
upon  them.  That  theit  cuniiirion  and  rhe  rights  belonging  to  it  may 
be  known  and  respected,  ir  i-  i ccdniinended  that,  through  the  depart- 
mental or  other  militai>'  ccmiaa'.ider.s.  certificates  shall,  upon  a  proper 
ascertainment  of  the  facts,  be  issued  to  these  persons,  definiug  dis- 
tinctly their  status  and  declaiin--  them  to  be,  as  captives  of  war,  under 
the  military  protection  of  the  <  ioxernment.  These  certificates  should 
state,  brieriy  but  distinctly,  ihe  tacts  on  which  tlie  party's  right  to  free- 
dom rests,  in  order  that  it  may  appear  the  legal  conclusion  reached  is 
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warranted  by  the  law  as  cited.  The  tenth  section  relates  to  furtive 
slaves  of  loyal  masters,  and  they  constitute  the  third  class.  The 
section  is  in  these  words : 

And  bn  it  further  eniuted,  that  no  slaves  escaping  into  any  State,  Turritory,  or  the 
District  of  Coliiniliia  from  any  other  State  sball  i.>e  delivered  up,  or  in  any  way 
impeded  or  hindered  of  Ins  lilierty,  ex<ept  for  crime  or  8<jme  otiense  against  the  laws, 
unless  the  person  saving-  said  fuL;itive  shall  lirst  make  oath  that  the  person  to  whom 
the  labor  or  service  of  sueh  fuujitive  is  alle^'ed  to  lpe  due  is  hia  lawful  owner  an<l  has 
not  borne  arms  against  the  United  States  in  the  present  rebellion  nor  in  any  way 
given  aid  and  comfort  thereto,  and  no  person  eugaged  in  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  shall,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  assume  to  decide  on  the  ' 
validity  of  the  claim  of  any  person  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  other  person  or  sur- 
render up  an}-  such  person  to  the  claimant,  (m  pain  of  being  dismissed  from  tho 
service. 

The  duty  of  the  military  authorities  in  reference  to  this  class  of  fujji- 
tivesfroMi  labor  is  that  of  absolute  non-intervention.  This  follows  alike 
from  the  iirohihition  to  surrender  the  fugitives  and  from  the  prohibition 
to  deciile  ou  the  validity  of  the  claim  made  to  his  service.  As  the  mil- 
itary cannot  primarily  exert  any  power  in  behalf  of  the  claiunint, 
neither  can  it  be  done  in  a  secondary  or  subordinate  capacity  as  a  posse 
comitatus  to  the  (-ivil  authorities  or  otherwise.  If  therefore  a  loyal 
claimant  or  his  agent,  acting  in  person  or  through  a  civil  ofticer,  shall 
attempt  to  arrest  one  of  these  fugitives  from  labor  in  the  presence  of 
the  military  authorities  he  must  do  so  on  his  own  resp<insibility  and 
cannot  claim  from  such  authorities,  nor  can  they  extend  to  him  any 
suppoit  or  ])rotection  whatever.  It  is  believed  tliat  these  suguestious 
meet  all  the  points  jiresented  by  the  letter  of  Major-General  Schotield. 
\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.   UOLT, 
Jii(l<je-Adri)C(tte-(rencraL 


Washington,  D.  (J.,  August  17,  ish:i. 
His  Excelleney  ABRAHAM  Lincoln, 

PreKident  of  the   United  States: 

FToNOBED  Sill:  On  the  1-tli  instant  I  was  at  the  Executive  Mansion 
with  a  [letitiou  to  Your  Excellency  from  citizens  of  Elaine  residing  iu 
this  city  in  hehtilf  of  ( leneral  N'eal  Dow.  of  I'orthiud,  in  our  State.  On 
acciuint  of  the  great  tlelay  I  found  inevitable  in  reaching  your  presence 
to  discharge  my  duty  and  the  pressing  nature  of  my  official  tluties  [ 
sent  the  paper  to  Your  {excellency  by  your  messenger  instead  of  pre- 
senting it  in  person.  ;\Iy  oflicial  eugageiiieuts  still  foriiid  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  time  1  find  requisite  to  secure  a  personal  interview,  I  write 
this  therefore  to  say  in  a  few  words  ^yhat  1  am  ('barged  with  saying  to 
you  iu  this  case  by  my  fellow-citizens. 

We  are  fully  aware  that  your  recent  general  order  covers  the  case  (jf 
General  Dow  and  with  reference  to  oidiuary  men  it  would  be  deemed 
suiKcient,  but  General  Dow,  from  his  position  in  the  Army  of  the  L'nitcd 
States,  among  his  fellow-citizens  at  home,  and  Ins  relations  to  the  ci\'- 
ilization  of  this  age,  is  an  exception  to  ordinary  men,  and  therefore  his 
case,  we  deem,  should  be  made  an  exceptional  one  and  ilemands  the 
special  attention  and  intervention  of  the  Goverinneut.  General  Dow 
is  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  tem[)er;in(;e  reform  and  one  of  the  champions 
of  human  rights,  whose  fearless  a(;tivity  and  zeal  has  provoked  the 
special  hatre<l  of  traitors  North  atid  the  rebels  South,  whose  strongholds 
and  centers  of  influence  are  in  the  grogsho])s  and  purlieus  of  vice.  He 
is,  in  consequence,  the  especial  object  of  the  hatred  ami  malice  of  these 
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vampires  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and  particularly  in  the  South. 
Therefore  we  think  lie  deserves  and  ought  to  receive  the  special  efforts 
of  his  friends  and  our  (iovernment  for  his  protection  in  his  present 
imminent  peril.  General  Dow  is  one  of  the  representative  men,  one  of 
the  prophets  of  this  age,  and  as  such  is  of  special  worth  to  his  country 
and  the  human  race.  He  is  known  and  honored  as  such,  especially 
among  the  friends  of  temperance  and  virtue,  in  all  parts  of  the  civilizeil 
world. 

Such  being  his  special  and  exceptional  character,  it  seems  to  us  that 
his  case  should  be  made  a  special  and  exceptional  one  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  for  these,  anionu  other  reasons,  that  we  ask  your  special 
action  for  his  in'otection  from  the  outrages  and  wrongs  with  which  he 
is  threatened  by  his  and  our  country's  enemies.  We  trust  our  prayer 
will  not  be  in  vain  nor  your  action  without  effect.  An  early  decision 
is  most  resiiectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  Please  communicate  the 
result  of  your  deliberations  to, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

'  DAKirS  FORBES. 

Genkual  Ordkrs,  ;    W All  Dki'I'.,  Adjt.  Ge>'eral"s  Office, 

Xo.  i-'SiJ.  \  Wiifihingtiiii,  August  17,  1S63. 

Irregularities  havin:;-  occurred  in  the  discharge  of  prisoners  of  war, 
through  the  exercise  of  discretionary  power  by  some  of  the  department 
and  other  couimamlers,  it  has  become  necessary  to  order: 

1.  Xo  prisoner  of  war.  after  having  been  reiiorted  to  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  will  be  discharged  except  upon  an  order  from  the 
commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  who  will  act  under  instruc- 
tions from  this  Department. 

2.  All  applications  and  recommendations  for  discharge  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  who  will  indorse  ou 
each  application  such  facts  bearing  on  the  case  as  may  be  matter  of 
record  in  his  office,  when  the  application  will  be  submitted  for  tlie 
decision  of  the  Department  through  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners. 

•'>.  In  general,  the  mere  desire  to  be  discharged  upon  takin.o-  the  oath 
of  alleuiauce  will  furnish  no  snfficieiit  ground  for  such  discharge;  but 
cases  \\  here  it  can  be  sliown  that  the  prisoner  was  impressed  into  the 
rebel  s'-rvice,  or  which  can  plead  in  palliation  extreme  youth,  followed 
by  open  and  declared  repentance,  with  other  reasons,  whatever  tliey 
may  be,  may  be  sjiecially  reported. 

-1.  In  all  cases  a  descriptive  list  of  those  discharged  will  be  furnished 
by  the  officer  niakinu'  the  discharge  for  tile  in  the  office  of  the  (Jommis- 
sary-General  of  Prisoners. 

~<.  The  oatli  of  allegiance  when  administered  must  be  taken  without 
(|ualilication.  and  can  in  no  rase  carry  with  it  an  exemption  from  any 
of  the  duties  i)t'  a  citizen. 

By  order  cif  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWXSEXD, 
Assi.stHHt  Adjutant- 'rcueral. 


.      HEADi;it'ARTERS    PAROLED    AND    EXCHANPrED    PRISONERS, 

Deinopolis,  Ala.,  August  17,  1863. 
Col.  B.  S.  EWELL. 

AnKist<int  Ailjutauf-doieral.  }[orf<m,  2Iiss.: 
Colonel:  I  lia\'e  the  lionnr  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  <lispatch 
received  from  Colonel  <  hild,  <igent  of  exchange,  Kichmond,  Va.,  which 
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states  tliat  all  raen  delivered  at  City  Point,  Va.,  to  July  20,  18(«  ate 
excLauged.  It  is  very  importaut  that  this  should  be  made  public'aud 
the  meu  be  notified  where  to  report;  and  1  would  beg  to  call  your  attcn- 
tioQ  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  removing-  our 
camp  to  Cahaba,  Ala.,  and  iu  case  that  you  decide  ou  its  being  more 
bencticial  to  remove  it  1  trust  you  will  give  me  orders  to  do  so  as  soon 
as  practicable.  If  this  change  of  location  is  decided  uimii  please 
notify  me  by  dispatch,  as  very  nearly  ;3-,000  meu  have  started  from  Cami) 
Lee,  Va.,  within  the  last  three  weeks,  most  of  whom  will  be  exchanged 
according  to  this  teleuram  from  Colonel  Ould,  and  as  they  are  scat- 
tered through  the  country  I  would  like  to  see  everv  exertion  to  make 
them  report  for  duty. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEXKY  C.  DAVIS. 

Major. 

[Inclosure.j 

Richmond,  Va..  August  75,  isi;3. 
MaJ.  Henry  C.  Davis,  Demopoli.'i.  Ala..- 

All  Confederate  officers  and  men  delivered  at  (Jity  Point    \'a     prior 
to  July  20  are  duly  exchanged. 

11.  (JULIJ, 

Ai/ruf. 


[Aucrt  ST  Ih,  18(>;:.— For  Beauregard  to  frillmore,  iu  relation  to  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  .S:c.,  see  .Series  I,  Vol.  XXVIII  P-.ut  II 
p.  4o.  I 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cllf, 
^^  .     ,  Acio   OrUdHn.  Aui/uKt  i>,  i>/,;;. 

^laj.  (^en.  R.  Taylor, 

Vommandhui  L'onfeilerafe  Forces  .South  <>/  Red  Hirer,  Lii.: 
CtENERAL:  It  has  been  reported  to  me.  and  in  such  a  manner  that   1 


conhnement  and  in  irou.s''  at  Shreveport.  La.  [  respectfully  re(iuest 
that  you  will  inform  me  whether  this  statement  is  iu  accordance  with 
the  lacts,  and  if  so  upon  what  ground  this  extraordinary  procedure  is 
tounded.  Should  this  report  be  conhrmed  it  will  become  my  dntv  to 
treat  m  the  same  manner  the  Confederate  pri-soners  of  war  now  hehl  m 
this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wirli  respect,  your  obedient  ■^i-ivmit. 


N.    i'.   I'..VXKS, 

Miijor  <;,  iirrnl.  Cniinninulhni. 


^^' ASHlNiiJ'uN,  Aniju.st   ;>,  />/,.;. 

(jreneral  S.  A.  Meredith. 

Commissioner  for  Kxchuugc  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  You  will  take  the  first  occasion  of  an  interview  with  :\rr.  Ould. 

or  other  agent  in  his  stead,  to  impure  into  the  case  of  (General  Neal 

Dow,  who  was  taken   prisoner  near   Port  Iln.lson.  and.  accordinir  to 

intormation  received  here,  not  yet  authenticated,  and  therefore  it  is 
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hoped  not  well  founded,  has  been  delivered  to  the  Governor  of  Alabama 
for  trial  under  the  State  laws  for  some  alleged  ofteuse  against  said  laws. 

You  will  notifv  the  agent  for  the  information  of  his  Government  that 
General  Neal  Dow  is  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  acting  prior  to  his 
capture  under  the  orders  of  his  Government,  and  any  treatment  of  him 
differinsr  in  an  vrespect  from  that  due  to  a  prisoner  of  war  will  be  regarded 
as  a  violation  of  tlie  laws  nf  war  and  will  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

Submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  General- 
in-Chief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 


Washington,  Aiujmt  18,  1S63. 
General  Meredith: 

Exchange  grade  for  grade,  or  condition  for  like  condition;  that  is, 
cai)tains  for  captains,  surgeons  for  surgeons,  .S:c. 

^  ^  '  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

WankhKjton,  P.  C,  August  18,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  ^Iarston,  Command imj  I'oint  Lnokottt,  Mil.: 

tiENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  was  duly  received  and 
that  of  the  13th  is  now  before  me.  On  the  1-th  instant  I  requested 
General  Schenck  to  order  some  800  prisoners  from  Baltimore  to  Point 
Lookout,  and  I  have  supposed  they  liad  arrived  there  long  since.  I 
will  repeat  the  order  to-day.  and  I  will  also  order  some  400  or  500  from 
this  city.  Please  keep  nie  advised  of  your  readiness  to  receive  pris 
oners  si)  that  I  may  know  when  to  send  thetn. 
\'cry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  nOFFMAX, 
Colonel,   Thinl   Iii/itHfry  aiid   ('oiiiiiiis>i(irii-<Tcniral  of  Prinoners. 


Offh'f,  Coaimis-sarv  Ge.xerai.  of  Prisoners, 

Wosliiinjton.  />.  C.  AiiijK.st  18,  1863. 
MaJ.  W.  S.  Pierson. 

Coiiimandhui  D/'pot  I'risninr.s  of  H'Kr.  Sandn&ky,  Ohio: 
Major:  Vonr  letti-r  o'i  the  1  ith  instant,  relating  to  clothing  for 
prisoners,  is  received,  and  in  reply  tn  that  part  of  it  in  which  you 
anticipate  the  coiniiig  ilcsritntion  of  some  of  tliem  I  wouhl  refer  you  to 
pai-agrai>h  N"o.  4  (jf  rlie  re^nlatiDiis,''  wliirli  provide  for  obtaining  and 
issuing  as  much  rlorhin^-  a-  may  !a'  lic.rssary.  lu  my  instructions  rela- 
tive to'the  color  of  the  clothuiL;- wlmli  maybe  furnished  to  them  by  their 
friends,  my  design  was  to  [ir(  xi-ar  tlinn  heinu  so  dressed  as  to  facilitate 
their  escai>e  in  a  erowd.  and  ii:i\  ing  ;his  in  view  I  leave  it  to  your  dis- 
cretion to  <lecide  how  fai-  yon  mas  de\'iate  from  tlie  i)rescribed  color. 
It  is  not  a  ii'atter  of  so  niuch  >  on.-ei|UCUce  with  pants  as  with  coats. 
The  (laality  of  therlothing.  as  1  ha\e  prescribed  it,  will  not  be  deviated 
from.  Contributions  of  the  (  lutiiin.u.  if  of  the  proper  character,  may 
be  retained  for  distribution  nil  nenli-.l.     Allow  no  clothing  of  a  different 

'See  v.. I     l\     '.;    ::  ;^  -nies.  p.  IT)!'. 
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character  to  what  I  prescribe  to  be  delivered  on  fhe  permit  of  General 
Burnside  without  first  reporting  to  ine.  It  is  expected  that  the  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  visitors  will  be  closely  adhered  to.  You  will  regard 
no  permit  not  granted  by  the  authority  of  the  War  Department  or  this 
otiBce,  except  granted  by  General  iinrnside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  nntl  t'omminsary-General  of  Prisoners. 


WAt!HIN(rTON,  D.  O.,  AlKjUst   11),  1863. 
General  Morris,  Comnianilinr/  nt  Baltimore: 
The  order  releasing  Mr.  Glenn  was  designed  to  be  absolute. 

EDWIX  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Delaware,  Del..  August  19,  1803. 
Hon.  Edwin  :\r.  Stanton,  Sevrrtary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  of  the  17th  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  a  report  from  Asst.  Surg.  H.  R.  Si.'liman,  U.  S.  Army;  also 
one  from  the  surgeons  of  the  rebel  army  attending  voluntarily  to  their 
sick  at  this  post.* 

From  my  own  observation  1  consider  the  prisoners  of  war  at  this 
post  in  as  good  condition  as  it  would  be  possible  to  keep  them  at  any 
other  place. 

The  Tiiortality  is  less  at  the  jiresent  time,  consiilering  the  number  of 
prisoners  (about  10,0()(i).  tlian  in  any  city  of  the  same  population, 
taking  the  fact  into  consideration  that  the  months  of  .Inly  and  August 
are  most  fatal  to  exhausted  men,  as  was  the  case  especially  with  those 
from  V'icksburg. 

In  regard  to  water,  I  would  state  that  the  steam  water  tank  employed 
here  is  supplying  a  sutticient  ([uaiitity  of  good,  fresh  water  from  a  creek 
in  the  neighborhood  noted  for  its  pure  water.  This  water  is  pumped 
by  a  steam  pump  into  tanks  in  close  jiroxiniity  to  the  barracks,  and  is 
used  for  cooking  and  drinkiui;  by  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  as  well 
as  the  prisoners. 

The  rations  are  the  same  as  those  furnished  our  own  men.  Fresh 
beef  is  issued  four  tin.es  per  week,  and  fresh  vegetables  are  given 
them  when  they  can  be  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'a.  schohpf. 

Bri<jndier-(liner(il,   ('oiinnandiiKj  Post. 


Fort  \^fa.v\v\kf.,  Aiii/Kst  7 '',  ;>/;.;. 

Having  been  prisoners  at  tliis  fort  nrarly  one  month,  and  being  in 
ai  tendance  upon  the  sick  ( '(mfedcratt.'.  pii^oners  every  morning,  thereby 
enabled  to  judge  upon  their  situation,  we.  the  umlersigned,  surgeons  of 
the  C  S.  Army,  would  respectfully  ask  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  health  of  the  prison  of  this  j.Iace: 

On  careful  examination  of  oiHcial  lists  of  deaths  we  tinil  from  .Tuly 
1,  ISOiS,  to  August  10,   lS(i3,    ISO  deaths,  making  an  average  of  less 

~i)iily  line  iucliisiire  loiiud. 
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than  four  per  day,  which,  taking  iuto  consideration  the  large  amount 
of  prisoners  couhned  here,  there  being  nearly  10,000,  is  exceedingly 
small. 

In  justice  to  the  officer  commanding  this  post  we  would  beg  leave  to 
state  that  everything  in  his  power  to  add  to  the  comfort  of  these  pris- 
oners is  being  done.  The  sick  are  cared  for  as  well  as  possible  and 
uew  hospitals  fare  being!  built  for  the  accommodation  of  more.  They 
are  not  compelled  to  drink  water  from  the  ditches,  as  reported;  but 
water  sufficient  to  supply  the  island  is  brought  here  by  the  boat 
twice  daily  from  a  distance,  besides  the  supply  of  rain  water  constantly 
on  hand. 

The  barracks  are  being  kept  as  comfortable  as  can  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances. 

E.  II.  GOODE,  Surgeon  and  Medical  Director. 

E.  HOLT  JONES.  Medical  Inspector. 

TII08.  W.   FOSTER,  Surgeon. 

W.  W.   CLEAVES,   SunjeoH. 


Judge- AdvocateCteneral's  Office, 

WaDhiiKjtoii,  Auguat  J9,  1863. 
His  Excellency  the  Tresidext: 

I  have  the  hinuir  to  transmit  herewith  the  record*  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
D.  M.  Wright,  tried  in  Norfolk  in  July  lust  for  the  murder  of  Second 
Lieut.  A.  L.  Sanborn,  First  U.  S.  Colored  Volunteers. 

Doctor  Wright  was  tried  by  a  military  commission  convened  by 
Major-General  Dix,  and  of  which  Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Foster  was  president, 
and  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  at  such  time  and  place  as 
might  be  appointed  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  department 
or  by  the  President.  Tlie  proceedings  of  the  commission  were  regular 
and  the  findings  and  sentence  were  in  conformity  with  the  facts  in  the 
case  as  proved  on  the  trial.  Tlie  testimony  is  brief  and  direct,  and  in 
substance  as  follows: 

The  deceased  was  marching  his  company  of  colored  troops  along  the 
sidewalk  of  the  main  street  of  N(nfolk.  As  they  approached,  the 
accused,  who  was  standing  in  front  of  a  store,  is  stated  by  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  jiave  addressed  a  remark  to  tlie  deceased  in  which 
the  word  "cowardly"  was  audible.  Other  witnesses  heard  this  word,  but 
could  not  swear  that  it  was  spoken  by  the  accused.  The  deceased  is 
tcstitied  to  have  tii<Teuiion  halted  his  company  and  sent  off  two  of  his 
men  in  the  direction  of  the  ])rovost-marshal  for  a  provost  guard.  The 
aci'iisetl  and  the  deceased  then  exchanged  a  few  words,  which  were 
inaudible  to  any  witness,  whereupon  the  former  produced  a  pistol  and 
tired  one  shut  at  rli(>  deceased,  closely  followinj;-  it  with  a  second.  Tlie 
two  then  engaged  in  a  In  lef  .>trug.ule,  a[)parently  for  the  possessiuu  of 
the  pistol,  and  wen-  boine  into  the  store,  where  the  deceased  presently 
fell  and  died  from  the  effect  ot  his  wounds.  No  provocation  for  the  act 
of  the  accused  is  shown  in  the  testimony,  unless  it  be  found  in  the  sup- 
position that  the  deceased  desiuned  and  was  about  to  effect  the  arrest 
of  the  aciaised.  or  merely  in  the  fact  of  the  ai)pearance  of  the  colored 
U.  S.  troops  m  the  pnblie  streets  of  Norfolk.  Upon  the  trial  the 
accused  was  well  provided  with  counsel,  but  no  defense  was  in  terms 
set  up  to  the  crime  as  proved.     That  a  defense  was  intended  to  be 
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made,  or  was  believed  to  exi.st,  may  i>ossibly  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  the  counsel  attempted  to  introduce  certain  evidence  which  may 
have  Lad  a  bearing  upon  the  sanity  of  the  accused  at  the  time  of  the 
commission  of  the  offense.  Upon  the  examination  of  the  provost- 
marshal  of  Norfolk  it  was  asked  by  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  as  fol- 
lows: "Please  describe  the  conduct  and  manner  of  the  accused  on  the 
occasion  of  his  examination  before  you  in  tlie  evening,''  of  the  day  of  the 
munler."  This  question  was  objected  to  by  the  judge-advocate  and 
ruled  out  by  the  ((mrt,  who  decided  to  admit' no  evidence  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  accused  after  the  crime  had  been  committed  and  the  accused 
arrested  and  carried  before  the  provost-marshal.  After  this  ruling  no 
other  testimony  whatever  was  attempted  to  be  introduced  on  the  part 
of  the  accused,  and  no  other  suggestion  of  a  defense  appears  through- 
out the  record. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  law  that  where  the  specilic  defense  of  in.sanity 
is  set  up  it  is  competent  to  introduce  testimony  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  prisoner's  mind  after  as  well  as  befme  tl'e  offense  was  committed, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  nt  his  mind  at  the  time  of  its  commission 
(Bishop  on  Criminal  Law,  section  I'Ho;  Grant  versus  Thompson,  4  Con- 
necticut, 1203;  Kinne  versus  Kinne,  9  Connecticut,  1U2).  In  the  present 
case,  therefore,  if  the  counsel  had  sought  to  introduce  the  testimony  in 
question  as  evidence  of  insanity  theccmrt  would  have  erred  in  rejecting 
It.  r.ut  the  iiuriiose  of  the  projinsed  testimony  is  iu  fact  nowhere 
explained  and  is  left  quite  obscure  upon  the  record.  It  is  nowhere 
indicated  that  a  defense  of  insanity  was  intended  to  be  presented,  and 
in  the  absence  of  such  indication  it  is  iiniiossiltle  to  determine  whether 
the  offer  of  the  accused  was  a  bona  tide  attenqit  to  enter  ui^yn  a  sub- 
stantial defense  or  an  attemiit  t<j  improijerly  intluence  the  judgment 
of  the  court  by  bringing  incompetent  testimony  into  the  reciu'd— testi- 
mony, for  instance,  of  the  declarations  or  statenjeuts  of  the  accused 
niade  subse(|ueiit  to  the  crime  and  iu  explanatiim  of  it,  which  have 
invariably  been  held  inadmissible  and  not  as  part  of  the  legitimate 
res  ijt'Sta'. 

Further,  it  is  to  be  remarked  tliat  the  tenor  of  the  address  to  the 
court,  offered  by  the  accused  at  the  close  of  tlie  proceedings,  directly 
repels  the  idea  that  a  defense  on  the  ground  of  insanity  was  seriously 
]>rop<)sed.  The  address  commenced  with  this  language:  -Although 'l 
do  not  intend  to  make  a  forinal  address,  I  can  yet  see  how  the  evidence 
could  be  so  exi)lained  as  to  show  a  case  of  self-defense,  instead  of  what 
now  seems  tlie  act  of  a  madman. '"  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  after  a 
review  of  the  testimony:  "['pon  the  evidence  now  iu,  the  act  proved- 
looks  like  the  act  of  a  ina<lmaii.  Here  is  an  ai't  seemingly  with(»ut 
motive.  The  most  malignant  secessionist,  uidess  insane,"wonld  not 
conunit  an  act  so  seeniinj;ly  without  a  niorive."  lie  then  proceeds  to 
intimate  what  his  motive  really  was,  and  iinds  it  in  his  determination 
not  to  be  arrested  and  marched  oif  undei-  a  uuuid  of  negroes— an 
indignity  which  lie  re[)resents  as  havin-  bc<.|i  threatened  bv  the 
deceased  (in  the  conversation  whic  li  was  maiidi'ole  to  the  witnesses), 
and  which,  he  asserts,  -he  would  not  suhniir  to."  lie  furtlier  allci^e.s 
a  provocation  for  his  act  in  the  presence  ot  the  colored  troojis,  whom 
he  deems  to  have  heen  bronojit  into  Norloik  to  in-ovoke  and  insult  fiie 
inhabitants.  In  connection  with  this  jilea  of  self  ilefense  he  also  claims 
that  the  evidence  shows  not  an  intent  to  kill  but  merely  to  wound  the 
deceased.  It  is  also  tro  be  noticed  that  nowhere  in  his  address  does  he 
make  any  allusion  to  the  otfer  of  iiis  counsel  to  prove  his  conduct  and 
manner,  or  to  the  ruling  of  the  court  upon  the  ([uestiou  proposed  to  be 
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asked  by  them.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  by  this  examination  of  his 
address  that  the  accused  himself  not  only  disclaims  the  plea  of  insanity 
as  an  answer  to  his  crime,  but  actually  sets  up  another,  that  of  self- 
defense. 

It  only  remains  to  add,  in  this  connection,  that  the  style  of  the 
address,  its  careful  review  of  the  testimony,  and  its  ingenious  exhibi- 
tion of  motive  go  far  to  repel  the  supposition  that  the  accused  was 
wanting  in  mental  eajmcity.  No  insane  person  at  a  period  subse- 
quent to  his  crime  could  so  recall  the  details  of  the  occurrence  or 
dilate  so  intelligently  upon  the  motives  of  his  actions.  If  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  court  did  not  err  in  rejecting  the 
testimony  above  alluded  to,  oftered  as  it  was  without  any  indication  of 
its  purpose,  and  apparently  justified,  as  its  exclusion  was,  by  the 
declaration  of  the  accused  himself  in  his  address  and  by  his  own  treat- 
ment of  his  case  and  his  defense,  it  then  only  remains  for  His  Excel- 
lency to  j)ass  upon  the  sentence  in  view  of  the  simple  testimony  in 
relation  to  tlie  crime.  The  crime  then  stands  in  the  record  as  a  homi- 
cide committed  without  just  cause  or  provocation,  as  an  undefended  assas- 
sination, and  therefore  fully  meriting  the  sentence  imposed  by  the  court. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate- General, 


Offk'f,  Gommissaey-General  op  Prisoners, 

Waaliinijton,  I).  C,  August  19,  1863. 
Surg.  .T.  Si:vroNS, 

J)e  C'onp  (icneral  Hospital,  Barids  Island,  N.  Y.  Harbor: 
Sir:  In  my  letters  of  the  25th  and  29th  ultimo  I  instructed  you  as 
to  the  amount  of  clothing  to  be  issued  to  rebel  prisoners  of  war  in  your 
charge,  and  the  quality  was  fixed  with  a  view  not  only  to  save  expense 
to  the  Government  but  also  that  these  prisoners  might  not  be  returned 
to  the  rebel  army  in  better  (condition  for  service  than  when  they  were 
captured.  By  a  notice  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  yesterday  it  appears 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  (ioss  is  acting  in  concert  with  the  authorities  in  pro 
curing  such  necessary  articles  as  the  Government  refuses  to  furnish. 
Please  inform  me  if  there  is  any  authority  for  this  notice,  and  what 
articles  are  to  be  furnished  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Goss.  No 
contributions  of  clothing  for  jjrisouers  of  war  will  be  received  other 
,than  the  prescribed  articles,  except  by  authority  from  this  office,  and 
such  clothing  will  be  issued  with  the  limitations  given  in  my  letters 
above  referred  to.  \Vheu  there  is  cause  for  deviating  from  the  instruc- 
tions please  report  the  facts. 

\'erv  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Iit/antri/  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Special  Orders,  (        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  197.  \  Richmond,  August  19,  1S63. 

VIII.  The  troo[is  paroled  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  and  sub. 
sequently  furloughed  will  at  the  expiration  of  furlough  be  assembled 
as  follows:  Those  from  Tennessee  will  be  assembled  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenu.,  under  the  direction  of  General  Bragg,  with  the  exception  of 
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Vaughn's  brigade,  which  has  already  been  directed  to  assemble  in  East 
Tennessee  at  such  point  as  Ma,jor-GeneraI  Buckner  shall  direct;  those 
from  Georgia  will  be  assembled  at  Atlanta.  Ga.,  under  the  supervision 
of  Brigadier  General  Cumming;  rhose  from  Alabama  will  be  assembled 
at  Demopolis.  Ala.,  under  the  supervision  of  Brig.  Gen.  \V.  M.  Gardner 
and  those  trom  iMississippi  and  Louisiana  will  be  asse'mbleil  under  the 
supervision  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  at  Morton.  Miss.,  or  at  such 
other  place  as  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  shall  direct. 

The  troops  thus  ordered  to  assemble  will  be  formed  and  organized,  as 
far  as  practicable,  into  their  former  regiments  and  battalions  and  will 
be  reported  without  delay  to  this  ofHce. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Asuixtan t  Adjit ta nt-  General. 


Headqt'artek.s  Depaktment  of  the  East, 

Xew  Yurk  City,  Aitgitxt  :i(),  lSi>:i. 
Hon.  Vj.  ^r.  StANTOX,  Sfcrrtani  of  War  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  co[)y  of  letter*  to  Mr.  Ould 
in  reply  to  one  from  him  expressing  an  intention  to  declare  exchanged 
Lieutenant-General  Pemberton  and  certain  other  general  otHcers  cap- 
tured at  Vicksburg,  and  writing  me  to  take  their  eiiuivaleuts  in  our 
officers  captured  and  paroled  at  Chancellorsville. 

This  inadmissible  proiH)sition  is  another  evidence  of  the  desperate 
condition  of  the  rebels  and  their  pressing  need  of  general  officers. 

This  letter  was  forwarded  by  uie  to  Mr.  Ould  before  I  received  notice 
of  my  being  ndieved,  and  I  send  it  to  you  to  show  the  exact  position  of 
I'eniberton  and  the  other  rebel  officers  iutere.sted. 

General  ^Meredith  has  been  furnished  with  a  copv  to  enter  upon  the 
agency  letter  book. 

I  am  satished,  as  I  have  been  from  the  first,  that  Sawyer  anil  T'liun 
will  not  be  executed.  This  was  settled  by  the  prompt  and  signilicaiit 
selections  of  Lee  and  Winder. 

I  am,  very  res]iectfully,  your  oliedient  -MTvant, 

\VM.  If.  i,ri)[,ow. 


i;icn>roNB.  AiKjuxt  2'\  7863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  :MEREniTH,  Af/inf  of  F..rrli(tn(jc: 

Sir;  On  the  Tth  of -Inly  last  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  nddressed 
tne  a  <'ommunication  in  'e.ation  to  certain  alleged  outrages  allowed  by 
(leiicral  Bragg  to  be  periietiated  upon  Federarsoldiers. 

On  the  1.3th  of  the  same  month  1  reijlied  informing  the  agent  of 
exchange  that  the  paper  had  been  appropriately  referred.  I  now  send 
to  you  a  copy  of  General  Bragg's  reply,'  which  I  hope  is  satisiactorv. 
It  not.  he  very  clearly  points  out  how  any  further  or  fuller  informatiun 
may  be  obtained. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
A<ji:nt  iif  /■'-irliinii/e. 
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Richmond,  Atigmt  30,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Ayent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  14th  instant  respecting  Mr.  Daniel 
Gerhart  has  been  received.  You  say  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Win- 
chester while  attending  a  son  dangerously  ill  and  inquire  whether  any- 
thing can  be  done  to  expedite  his  release.  Undoubtedly  something  can 
be  (lone,  lielease  our  uon-couibatants  whom  you  have  in  prison  and 
Mr.  Gerhart  is  instantly  free.  I  hope  there  is  enough  strength  in  Mr. 
Gerhart's  case,  he  being  "a  wealthy  citizen  of  Ohio,"  to  accomplish 
what  justice  and  Ttiercy  have  asked  in  vain  for  more  than  a  year, 
ilespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


CONFEDEEATE    STATES    OF    AMERICA,  WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

Iilchiiiond,  August  2U,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  <f  Exchange : 

Sir:  The  request  of  Mrs.  C.  ^yilsou  cannot  be  granted.  The  courier 
who  brought  your  letter  asking  that  the  lady  should  be  allowed  to  have 
an  interview  with  a  traitor  and  a  spy  also  brought  the  refusal  of  your 
authorities  to  permit  the  bereaved  widow  of  a  gallant  ofBcer  to  visit 
the  Xorth  tor  the  puiixise  of  recovering  his  remains.  How  can  you  ask 
the  one  and  deny  the  other'.' 

1  assure  you  again  that  there  is  no  fair  and  reciprocal  rule  which  may 
be  i^roposed  for  mitigating  the  horrors  of  this  war  or  for  alleviating  the 
distresses  that  grow  out  of  it  that  will  not  be  cheerfully  adopted  by 
the  Confederate  authorities.  Such  reuulations,  however,  must  be  recip- 
rocal. I  beg  leave,  therefore,  respectfully,  in  the  beginning  to  state 
what  may  save  us  some  correspondence:  It  is  utterly  useless  for  yoii 
to  make  a  request  as  to  any  matters  which  you  are  not  willing  to  grant 
in  similar  circumstances. 

licspecCfuilv,  \"(;nr  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


lilcilMOND,  August  20,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ^Iereditii,  Agent  <f  Erchmigc: 

■Sir  :  i  inclose  to  you  a  statement  '  made  by  a  truthful  and  honorable 
gentlemau,  whose  name,  for  reasons  whicli  will  suggest  themselves  to 
you,  I  withhold,  it  contains  a  uairative  of  such  brutality  that  I  am 
forced  to  bring  it  to  your  attention  in  order  that  due  intiuiry  may  be 
maile,  and  those  who  have  so  outraged  humanity,  e\eu  where  it  pre- 
sents itself  in  the  Ibrm  of  an  enemy,  may  be  brought  to  justice. 

Tliisisnostatemcni'  of  ilt>eils  done  in  tiitMvildwoods,  away  from  civili- 
zation, but  a  carcfnli\-  (li'ta;h'(l  narrative  of  the  horrible  in-actices  per- 
petrated upon  the  pcisons  (jf  onr  I'.oor  soldiers  in  the  neighborhood  of 
your  capital  and  at  your  known  camps  and  jilaces  of  coutinement. 

1  am  sure  if  any  statement  of  similar  atrocities,  coming  from  anything 
like  so  respect.ible  a  source,  were  made  to  me  1  would  use  every  eflbrt 
to  bring  it  to  the  test  of  tiuth.     In  the  itauje.  therefore,  of  a  common 
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Uiimnnity,  I  appeal  to  you  to  look  into  this  matter  and  inform  me  what 
are  the  tacts  in  the  case  and  what  your  autliorities  propose  to  do. 
Kes[)ectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

RO.  (X'Ll), 
Aiient,  of  Exvhanije. 

HEAniM'AliTKRS    1  )K  PAK'r>[l-;NI'    o|.'     THE    MlSSOURr, 

Stiint   Louis,  AutjHst  Jl,  I'^ti::. 
Gol.  William  LIoffaian. 

L'limmisxnrii-afni  rill  of  ['risoneis,  W'Ks/iiiuifnii,  I).  (1.: 
(J(.iLONEL:  A  few  days  as'ii  I  learned  that  (Jolonel  Kiiica-id,  who  suc- 
ceeded Major  flendricicsoii  in  coniiiiaiKl  of  the  Alton  prison,  was  releas- 
iiiy  considerable  iiuiubers  of  prisoners  of  war  on  their  taking  the  oath 
and  giving'  bond.  I  at  once  telegraphed  liini  to  stop  it  and  to  report 
by  what  nnthority  it  was  done.  1  inclose  for  your  information  a  copv 
of  his  reply  received  yesterday.  Xo  authority  for  this  a<'tion  of  Major 
[lendriekson  can  be  found  among  tlie  [)apers  left  at  the  prison  nor  at 
these  headquarters.  I  have  sent  an  ofticer  to  make  a  thorough  ins])ec- 
tion  of  the  Alton  prison  and  will  send  yon  a  copy  of  his  re[)ort  wiieu 
made.  I  flunk  it  important  that  a  competent  and  reliable  officer  be 
assigned  as  permanent  commander  of  that  prison  as  soon  as  i)rac- 
ticable. 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  lesiiectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

.1.  M.  SC  HO  FIELD, 

Major- Gnieral. 

riirlusun-  \ 
^IlLITARY    I'RISDN,  Alton,   [II.,   AjKJHSt    l'.>,  ISHS. 

^rai(n--(_ieneral  ScnOFiELD, 

t'ommiiniiinii  Depurtiiient  of  flw  ^[i>isollrt: 
(General:  In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  the  Ijth  instant,  inquiring 
by  wliat  authority  I  was  discharging  prisoners  of  war,  I  have  to  re[dy 
tiiat  I  was  governed  wholly  by  the  instructions  of  my  predecessor 
( Major  IlendricK-son).  Ele  informed  me  tliat  there  was  an  order  to  that 
etlect,  and  he  also  turned  over  to  me  a  large  number  of  blaidis  preiiared, 
and  also  a  list  of  over  lOtl  names  of  persons  who  had  a[)plied  to  take 
the  oath.  He  also  advised  me  to  receive  no  more  a[)plications  until  [. 
had  disposed  of  the  list  referred  to.  I  find  also  by  the  books  and 
papers  in  this  otBce  that  my  predecessor  had  discharged  in  the  month 
of  May  last  sixty  persons  on  i>ath.  In  the  month  of  . Tune  sixty-t\\o 
were  (lischarged.  In  the  month  of  .Inly  1-0,  and  from  the  1st  to  the 
'.•th  of  August  tifteen  were  discharged,  from  the  '.»th  to  the  15th,  the 
day  I  received  your  telegram,  1  had  discharged  about  thirtytive  per 
Sims,  some  of  which  were  I)y  order  of  the  Sec'retary  u(  \\'ar.  Supposing 
that  .Major  Hendrickson  was  ai/tinu'  agveeaidy  to  orders  and  >eeinu  no 
orders  to  the  contrary.  1.  in  accoidanre  with  Major  llendricksoa's 
instructions,  proceeded  to  .lischarge  those  and  those  oul,\-  who  in  my 
ifiinion  were  sincere  in  taking  r!ie  oath. 

I  am,  general,  \ery  re>|iecttiill\ .  ■. (.bcdiiiit  seisajit, 

<:.    \\'.    IvINCAll). 
Com, II, 111,11,10  Mili/Kn/  J'risoii,  Alton,  III. 


Alexander  McDonald   forwards  by  rei|nest   a  statement  of  rlie  time 
aiul  mode  of  rapture  of  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 
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August  21, 186:5. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Winder.  It  does  not 
a[)pear  from  the  within  statement  that  these  parties  had  been  or  were 
rendering  any  service  to  our  sick  and  wounded.  If  that  fact  could  be 
shown  it  might  alter  their  case.  Cannot  a  fuller  statement  be  obtained  < 
What  have  the  other  parties  to  say?  The  writer  seems  to  be  more 
anxious  abouc  property  than  anything  else. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Uxchange. 


Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Augnat  21,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Salomon, 

ComnKtndinii  U.  iS.  Forces,  Helena: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  aclinowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
niunication  of  August  <>,  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  July  31,  and  to 
say  that,  relying  upon  the  faith  of  your  statement  that  you  will  act  in 
the  matter  of  tlie  exchange  of  prisoners  '-as  soon  as  instructions  can 
bo  obtained  from  tlie  proper  authorities,"  I  have  ordered  all  the  Federal 
prisoners  at  this  post,  both  officers  and  men  (exce|)t  a  few  who  are  too 
ill  to  be  moved),  to  be  paroled  i)reparatory  to  being  sent  within  the 
lines  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  by  a  boat  which  leaves  this 
city  to-morrow  morning  for  the  specific  purpose  of  transporting  them 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  River,  or  to  such  other  point  of  delivery 
as  may  be  found  more  convenient.  The  accompanying  list*  will  siiow 
the  number  of  officers  and  men  to  be  delivered  up  within  your  lines — 
5  oificers  and  154  men. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STERLING  PRICE, 
Major-General,  Commayiding  Dintrict  of  Arkansas. 

[First  iiiilursement.i 

Headijuarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Ark.,  Augunt  JH,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred   to  Major-General  Hurlbut,  commanding  Six- 
teentli  Army  (Jorps. 

The  letter  of  (Teiieral  Price.  C.  S.  Army,  referred  to  within,  also  Gen- 
eral Salomon's  answer  and  an  application  for  instructions,  have  been 
forwarded  to  your  head(iuarters,  on  August  7,  and  no  answer  received. 
The  prisoners  (list  of  whom  is  hereby  inclosed)  are  forwarded  with 
this  boat  for  i)roi)er  disposition. 

M.  :yioxrGOMERY, 

Col.  :-J5th  U'f.sTDKs//;.   Infty.,  Coindg.  Dist.  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

(Stiiiml  iii.lnra.-meiit.j 
IlEADijrARTERS    SIXTEENTH    ARMY   CORPS, 

.Ucmpliis,  Tenn.,  Septcmher  9,  1863. 

iiespectfully  forwarded  ro  <'oi.  William  Hofl'man,  Commissary-Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners. 

The  letters  referred  to  were  not  received  at  these  headquarters,  but 
it  is  evident  an  agreement  wns   made   which  it  is  recommended  be 

"Umitteil. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        223 

carried  out  by  the  speedy  exchange  of  an  equal  number  of  rebel  prison- 
ers.    The  men  herein  named  have  been  forwarded  to  Saint  Louis  Mo 
and  rolls  promptly  transmitted.  '  "     '' 

S.  A.  nURLBUT, 

(Thini  indorsement  |  ^tfijor-  General. 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 

Xor ember  27,  IsiiS. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brig.  (Jen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  commissioder  for 
exchange  of  prisoners,  Fort  3Ionroe,  \"a. 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   CoininisNiiri/-<_Teneral  of  Pri.soiters. 

De  Camp  General  Hospital, 
Davidii  Island,  X.  Y.  Harbor.  Auijust  3:.>,  ISfjj. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Coinmiasar;/- General  of  Prisoners,  ]Vashiii;/fon,  D.  G.: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  19th  instant  in  regard  to  clothing  issued  to  wounded  prisoners  of 
war,  and  also  in(iuiring  if  there  is  any  authority  for  a  notice  in  the 
New  York  Herald  signed  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  (ross.  I  have  issued,  as 
directed  by  you,  underclothing,  [)ants  and  shoes  to  about  SOO  men,  who 
are  in  tents  and  who  are  marched  to  the  mess-sheds  for  meals.  No 
coats,  hats,  or  stockings  have  been  issued  to  these  men.  To  those  in 
the  pavilions  I  have  issued  notiiiiig  as  yet.  In  re-ard  to  the  notice  in 
the  Xew  York  Herald  signed  by  Mr.  Goss  I  know  nothing.  That  gen- 
tleman visited  the  island  and  called  on  me  to  ascertain  what  articles  of 
clothing  the  (Tovernmeut  furnished.  I  do  not  know  if  he  was  actuated 
by  charitable  motives  or  a  desire  for  notoriety.  I  have  received  noth- 
ing from  or  heard  of  him  since  his  \isit. 

Some  charitable  gentlemen  have  sent  here  several  hundred  hats, 
shoes,  and  a  few  (.'oarse  overshirts.  A  part  of  these  were  issued  to  the 
prisoners  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dillon,  but  upon  receiving  the  orders  of 
General  Cauby  1  directed  the  issue  of  these  articles  to  be  discontinued. 
I  regret  that  the  issue  (if  these  articles  has  caused  the  most  extrava- 
gant reports  to  be  made  by  mischievous,  untruthful,  and  designing 
jiarties.  Your  orders  shall  be  carried  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability  as 
long  as  I  remain  in  charge  of  this  liospital.  1  would  mention  here  that 
the  clothing  and  hats  of  the  wounded  prisoners  were  saturated  with 
blood  and  tilled  with  maggots  and  vermin,  and  thou.uh  an  attempt  was 
made  to  preserve  the  clothing  I  was  compelled  to  have  tlie  greater 
portion  of  it  burned.  If  it  is  your  desire  that  the  hats  and  shoes  sent 
here  by  charitable  persons  should  be  distributed  please  inform  me.  I 
think  the  hats  would  add  to  the  health  of  the  jirisoners,  and  the  shoes 
might  save  those  issued  by  <lovennni_'nt. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfullv.  voiir  obedient  servant. 

.1.  SIMOXS, 

Siiri/enii,  (".  ,s'.  Ann  I/. 


Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding   f.  iS'.  Forres   in    lj)iii.siini<t : 
General:   I  have  received  your  conininnication  of  the  ITrh  instant 
notifying  me  that  yoit  have  directed  the  immediate  return  to  duty  of  all 
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prisoners  paroled  by  me  during  my  recent  occnpation  of  the  La  Fourche 
country.  Vou  state  generally  that  the  paroles  were  in  violation  of  the 
cartel  of  exohau<;e. 

In  the  absence  of  any  more  specific  statement  from  you  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  imag-ine  in  what  particular  the  cartel  of  exchange  has  been  vio- 
lated by  restoring  these  prisoners  to  their  liberty  upon  the  usual  obli- 
gation not  to  bear  anus  against  the  Confederate  States  until  regularly 
exchanged,  after  a  careful  observance  of  the  forms  rc(iuisite  to  give 
efticacy  to  the  parole  and  in  accordance  with  the  i)ractice  repeatedly 
sanctioned  and  acted  upon  by  both  belligerents  in  this  department.  If 
under  such  circumstances  your  ( rovenunent  thinks  proi)er  to  disapprove 
of  the  eugagemeut  thus  solemnly  made  by  these  men,  the  common  law 
and  usages  of  war,  as  recogni/.ed  by  tlie  Government  of  the  L'uited 
States  in  the  rules  in  regard  to  paroles  [)ubiished  by  authority  of  its 
War  Department,  reipure  their  return  and  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  shall  expect,  then,  the  returti  to  me  of  all  the  cai)tured  men  whose 
euiiagement  lias  been  disowned  by  the  United  States  Government. 
Should  this  not  be  doue,  and  the  order  vou  announce  to  me  be  persisted 
in,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  the  prisoners  taken  and 
pai'oled  at  Vicksburg  and  L'ort  Hudson  and  now  within  the  limits  of 
my  ualitary  district  will  be  released  Irdin  their  paroles  and  ordered  to 
duty. 

itesi»ectfully,  your  ubedienC  servant, 

E.  TAYLOK, 
Major- (ienerdl. 


G  viNicsviLLE,  Ala.,  Aidjust  ji,  istiS 
James  A.  Seddon: 

Paroled  prisoners  are  determined  to  believe  they  cannot  be  held  to 
service  until  exchanged.  .Alany  piounneut  persons  of  the  country 
encourage  them.  Unless  there  is  prospect  of  immediate  exchange  I 
recommend  that  each  regiment  be  oidered  to  rendezvous  at  given 
lioints  iu  its  own  State,  and  a  brigade  (>amp  sliould  also  be  established 
in  the  State  where  the  comnuuid  nuvy  be  ordered  armed  and  disci- 
liliued.  General  Stevensijii  asks  authority  to  reorganize  his  Ijrigades 
in  West  (rcorgia  and  f^ast  Alabauui.  The  men  are  coming  in,  but  will 
not  stay  in  [laroled  camp  at  Demopolis.  Has  Reynolds'  brigade  been 
oT'dered  to  rendezvous  in  Tennessee?  Please  answer  immediately. 
Will  forward  my  report  of  Vicksburg  to-morrow. 

J.  0.   PRMBERTOX, 

Lieutnuint-General. 


ili-.APiu  AKTERS  Cavalry  P.RirrADE, 

OkoloiKi,  Miss.,  AiKjnst  :.'4,  lSi;3. 
Col.  P.EN.T A:>nN  S.  K\VELL.  .[.■islstKHf  AiljittKnt-Goierul : 

(.'oLiiNEL;  [  have  the  liomu-  to  re()ort  that  I  was  lately  detached 
from  my  command  ro  (jperate  ;dong  the  line  of  ^^emphis  and  Charles- 
ton Piailroad.  [  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  my  operations,  and  learning 
that  there  was  a  Yankee  forage  train  near  Alexander  bridge,  on  the 
Pocalioutas  and  Ripley  road,  1  maile  the  necessary  arrangements  and 
attacked  it.  In  this  tight  two  men.  Private  John  Carraway,  Captain 
White's  company,  C.  S.  Army.  Private  Moses  Crisp,  my  company. 
State  troops,  were  captured  by  the  enemy,  taken  to  the  bridge  referred 
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to,  and  deliberately  ahot.    I  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command- 
ing to  this  murder,  to  the  end  that  steps  may  be  taiien  to  prevent  its 
recurrence  and  retaliate  upon  the  enemy  if  necessary 
I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

r,        „  .     ^  ^^^'  O-  STEEET, 

Capt.  Company  A,  Lowry's  Regt.  State  Troops,  Second  Mississippi. 

[First  indoraement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Okolona,  August  24,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  and  attention  particularly  called  to  the  case 
presented. 

S.  W.  FERGUSON", 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Secoiul  inilorsejiieut.] 

Headquarters  First  District, 
Dept.  of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana, 

Columbus,  Miss.,  August  M,  1SU3. 
The  atrocious  murder  committed  by  the  enemy  on  the  two  volunteers 
John  Carraway  and  Moses  Crisp,  in  an  organized  company  of  State 
troops  in  the  defense  of  the  soil  of  their  State  against  the  invader, 
apparently  demands  prompt  and  vi-orous  measures  of  retaliation.  I 
respecttully  suggest  that  the  enemy  whenever  and  wherever  captured 
while  engaged  in  acts  of  robbery  and  incendiarism,  or  belono-ing  to 
bodies  committing  those  criminal  acts  in  violation  of  the  usages  of 
war,  be  tried  on  the  spot  by  a  drumhead  court-martial,  and  when  pro- 
nounced guilty  then  and  there  executed  and  the  record  forwarded 
duly  signed  by  every  officer  on  the  court-martial.  The  company  of 
State  troops  have  received  orders  from  time  to  time  from  Confederate 
commanders  and  cooperated  with  Confederate  troops  in  the  defense  of 
the  border.  The  two  Federal  prisoners,  W.  P.  Monterey  and  W.  H 
Beasley,  have  been  retained  in  prison  as  proper  subjects  for  measures 
ot  retaliation.  On  so  grave  a  question,  so  comprehensive  in  its  bear- 
ing. I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  await  specitic  instructions  from 
department  headquarters. 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding   District. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe.  Augicst   -Jo,  L'>6o. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  Jor  Exeh((nge  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City.  I>.  C: 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  a  meeting  with  the  rebel  agent 
ot  exchange  at  City  Point,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that, 
in  reply  to  his  letter  to  me,  dated  August  5.  1S<;3,  wherein  he  claims 
"that  the  prisoners  captured  and  paroled  by  tlie  rebel  forces  in  -Mary- 
laud  and  elsewhere  prior  to  the  3d  of  -Uily  should  either  be  rei^arded 
as  legally  paroled  or  returned  as  prisoners  of  war,"  I  made  the  tblTowin"- 
proposition,  as  directed  in  the  letter  of  the  General-in-Chief  to  you  of 
August  12,  1863 : 

CiTi-  Point,  Va..  August  :'i.  lSe3. 
I  propose,  on  behalf  of  the  Govemmont  of  the  Taited  .'^tates,  tliat  all  paroloa 
given  by  officers  and  mt-n  I>etwe.-n  the  2:-'.d  day  of  May,  lt<63,  and  the  od  day  (pf  July, 
15    R    R — SERIES    II,  VOL    VI 


226  PRISONERS    OP   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

1863,  not  in  conformity  with  tlie  stipulations  of  the  cartel,  shall  be  regarded  as  null 
and  void,  a  declaration  to  this  effect  to  be  published  to  both  armies. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

This  was  declined,  and  the  following  was  offered  by  Mr.  Ould: 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  24,  1S63. 
I  propose  that  all  paroles  on  both  sides  heretofore  given  shall  be  determined  by 
the  general  orders  issned  by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States,  to  -wit. 
No.  49,  No.  100,  and  No.  207  of  this  year,  according  to  Their  respective  dates,  and  in 
conformity  with  paragraph  131  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  so  long  as  said  paragraph 
was  in  force.  If  this  proposition  is  not  acceptable  I  propose  that  the  practice  here- 
tofore adopted  respecting  paroles  and  exchanges  be  continued.  In  other  words,  I 
propose  that  the  whole  question  of  paroles  be  determined  by  the  general  orders  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  their  dates,  or  that  it  be  decided  by  former  practice. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Ill  reply  to  my  demand  for  the  release  of  Colonel  Streight  and  his 
command  I  was  informed  that  they  were  in  Richmond  held  as  other 
prisoners  of  war,  and  will  be  exchanged  when  exchanges  of  otticers  are 
resumed.  In  relation  to  Doctor  Rucker,  Mr.  Ould  referred  me  to  his 
letter  of  August  1(3,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith.* 

To  my  demand  "that  all  officers  commanding  negro  troops,  and 
negro  troops  themselves,  should  be  treated  as  other  prisoners  of  war, 
and  be  exchanged  as  such,"  Mr.  Ould  declined  acceding,  remarking 
that  they  (the  rebels)  wonld  "die  in  the  last  ditch"  before  giving  up 
the  right  to  send  slaves  back  to  slavery  as  property  recaptured,  but 
that  they  were  willing  to  make  exceptions  in  the  case  of  free  blacks. 
He  could  not  exactly  tell  me  how  his  authorities  intended  to  distin- 
guish between  the  two  (free  and  slave),  but  presumed  that  evidence 
as  to  the  fact  of  freedom  would  be  taken  into  consideration.  As 
their  laws  put  slave  and  free  upon  the  same  footing  no  comment  is 
necessary. 

An  informal  proposition  was  made  to  the  following  effect:  "To 
exchange  otticer  for  ofticer  of  the  same  grade,  except  such  as  are  in 
command  of  negro  troops;"  which  was  declined. 

ilr.  Ould  expresses  a  willingness  to  release  all  chaplains,  provided 
that  one  Septimus  Cameron,  who,  he  stated,  had  been  in  prison  for  a 
year,  should  he  released,  or  indicted  for  any  offense  he  may  have  com- 
mitted. On  my  inquiring  about  and  urging  the  release  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  I  was  informed  that  they  would  be 
set  free  on  making  a  statement  in  writing  that  they  had  at  any  time 
been  of  assistance  to  rebel  soldiers.  General  yeal  Dow  has  been  handed 
over  to  the  Governor  of  Alabama.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Powell  is  in 
Libby  Prison.  Richmond.  I  have  notified  the  rebel  authorities  in  rela- 
tion To  the  two  above-named  officers,  as  directed  in  yours  of  the  18th 
ultimo  [instant]. 

Tlie  rebel  authorities  wish  to  continue  exchanging  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  as  usual,  returning  as  many  as  we  send. 

I  have  given  you,  I  believe,  the  substance  of  all  that  took  place, 
according  to  your  suggestion.  I  avoided  much  discussion.  Xo  agree- 
ment as  to  exchanges  was  arrived  at. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier -General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

'  See  p,  208. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Augtist  26,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Erchnnije,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  l!)th  in  relation  to  Mr.  Daniel  Gerhart,  is  received.  No  case  is 
known  of  the  detention  in  the  North  of  a  uon  combatant  which  assim- 
ilates to  that  of  Mr.  (ierhart  in  the  South.  In  all  cases  of  the  arrest  of 
non-combatants  it  has  been  upon  some  special  causes  making  it  neces- 
sary and  proper.  If  there  was  a  disposition  North  to  arrest  citizens  of 
the  South,  merely  as  such,  the  positions  of  the  V.  S.  forces  would  show 
everyone  that  such  arrests  could  be  made  almost  without  limit.  If  you 
will  state  a  case  parallel  to  that  of  Mr.  Gerhart,  I  will  refer  it  at  once 
to  the  proper  authority,  and  it  will  no  doubt  be  considered  with  every 
disposition  to  afford  relief. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Agent  of  Exehange. 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  2ii,  isij.'i. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  the  i)lau  and  estimate  submitted  to  you  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Ohio  for  the  removal  of  Camp  Chase  and 
the  erectiou  of  a  new  camp  and  depot  for  prisoners  of  war.  I  think 
the  estimate  less  than  the  jirobable  cost,  and  the  plan  or  map  received 
with  the  papers  does  not  designate  the  location  or  give  information 
needed  for  a  proper  decision. 

From  information  received  verbally  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  question 
of  removing  Camp  ( 'base  to  a  new  location  deserves  careful  consider- 
ation, and  I  recommend  that  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  be 
instructed  to  visit  the  cami),  examine  the  neighborhood,  and  router  with 
the  Governor,  and  report  fully  upon  the  subject,  with  i)laiis  and  esti- 
mates. If  this  be  approved,  I  propose  to  send  with  him  an  experienced 
builder  to  assist  in  preparing  plans  and  estimates.  The  pa[)ers  are 
respectfully  returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  <ibedient  servant, 

},[.  C.  MEKiS, 
(^>U(trteniiaster- Genera  I. 


Office  (^lmmissary-General  of  1'risonei:;_i. 

Wasliiugtoii,  I>.  ('.,  August  i'h,  l^nj. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washingto)i.  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consiileration  tlie  inclosed 
letter*  from  Major-General  Rosccrans,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  reporting  the  o»urse  he  has  deemed  it  best  to  pursue  to- 
ward deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  and  also  a  Icttert  from  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  E.  Hoy,  provost-marshal  of  Department  of  West  ^'irgiIlia,  reporting 
the  disposition  made  of  rebel  deserters  in  that  department  by  order  of 
General  Kelley,  commanding. 

*Suo  Kosecruns  to  Kuffiuaii,  Augimt  Iti.  p.  l'(jT.  fXot  t'niiinl. 
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I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  uniform  system  be  prescribed  by 
the  War  Department  for  the  treatment  of  deserters.  In  the  West  and 
Southwest,  where  their  numbers  are  very  large,  it  would  be  attended 
with  much  inconveuience  and  expense  to  hold  them  as  prisoners  of 
war  until  an  inquiry  could  be  made  in  each  case  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted before  ordering  a  discharge,  and  to  parole  them  places  them  in 
a  very  doubtful  position,  in  which  they  certainly  are  not  for  us  and 
may  be  against  us.  They  have  decided  advantage  over  their  loyal 
neighbors,  inasmuch  as  tbey  take  no  part  in  support  of  the  Union  and 
are  not  called  ujjou  to  risk  their  lives  in  defense  of  their  own  homes. 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  advisable  that  under  the  special  instruc- 
tions of  department  commanders,  based  on  detailed  reports,  deserters 
from  the  rebel  army  should  be  requiried  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  with  it  all  the  responsibilities  of  a  loyal  citizeu.  The  military 
history  of  each  case — that  is,  his  rank,  regiment,  company,  and  the 
circumstances  of  his  desertion,  with  his  descriptive  list — should  be  sub- 
mitted by  the  department  commander  for  the  information  of  the  War 
Department  through  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  Where  a 
number  are  discharged  at  the  same  time  a  list  iu  alphabetical  order 
should  be  furnished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  hoffma:n', 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  utid  Commisaary-Gcneral  of  Prisoners, 


Office  CoMMissARYdENERAi  of  Prisoners, 

WKshinijton,  I>.  C,  August  26,  1863. 
Surg.  Charles  H.  Crane,  U.  S.  Army, 

Wasldngton,  D.  C: 
Sir:  Tou  will  proceed  without  delay  to  make  au  inspection  of  the 
hospitals  at  Davids  Island,  X.  Y.,  Chester,  Pa.,  Fort  Delaware,  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.,  and  the  West  Hospital,  Baltimore,  all  occupied  by  rebel 
prisoners  of  war.  Besides  examining  into  the  present  condition  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  you  will  please  inquire  how  far  the  regulations  for 
the  government  of  officers  iu  charge  of  prisoners  of  war  are  carried 
out.  It  is  expected  that  the  regulations,  a  copy  of  which  are  inclosed 
herewith,  will  be  closely  adhered  to,  and  you  will  call  the  particular 
attention  of  medical  ofticers  iu  charge  of  hospitals  to  them.  On  com- 
pleting this  service  you  will  present  a  written  report  of  the  result  of 
your  inspection  at  this  office. 

"^"ery  respectfully,  your  ohetlient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAif, 
Colonel   Third  Infuntrij  and   Coinmissary-Cieneral  of  Prisoners. 


Headouakters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Okolona,  August  :.>6,  1863. 
Capt.  L.  D.  Sandidge,  Arting  Assistant  Adj titant- General : 

Captain:  I  telegraphed  tiie  'origadier-general  commanding,  request- 
ing the  detention  of  two  Federal  prisoneft  I  had  forwarded,  for  this 
reason:  (,\iptain  Street,  of  the  State  troops,  reported  tome  the  barba- 
rous murder  a  few  days  sinee  of  two  soldiers  under  his  command  cap- 
tured in  a  tight  by  the  euenjy.  and  hy  them  tied  to  trees  near  the  spot 
where  captured  and  shot  to  ileaih.  He  addressed  a  communication  on 
the  subject  direct  to  (ieneial  .l..liiist(iii,  which  I  forwarded   for   him, 
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and  I  thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  two  raiders  recently  captured 
by  my  men  held  until  the  action  of  General  Johnston  could  be  known. 
I  forward  to-day  a  Yankee  officer  who  escaped  from  his  ca])tors, 
some  of  (leneral  Chalmers'  men,  I  believe,  and  was  recaptured  by 
some  of  Colonel  Intje's  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FERGUSON, 

llrif/aditr  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  168.  \  Morton,  Miss.,  Aiii/iist  26,  1S6.3. 

II.  BriffadierGeneral  Harris  will  have  the  State  troops  captured  at 
Vicksburg  forthwith  assembled  at  Columbus,  Miss.,  to  be  there  paid 
to  the  time  of  tlieir  paroles  and  mustered  out  of  service. 

By  command  of  General  -lohnston : 

BENJ.  S.  EWELL. 
A.ssixtant  A<Ijuta)tt'Generiil. 


War  DEPART5IENT,  WashitKjton.  Am/ust  37.  186:!. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissiitner  for  Exchange,  d'C. : 
General:  Information  having  reached  this  Department  that  Brig. 
Gen.  Xfal  Uow,  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  was 
captured  by  the  euemy  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  has  been  turned 
over  to  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  is  uow  held  by 
them  in  violation  of  the  cartel  and  the  usages  of  war,  it  is  ordered  that 
you  select  from  the  rebel  prisoners  held  by  the  United  States  an  officer 
of  the  same  rank,  and  i)ut  him  in  close  custody  to  be  held  as  a  hostage 
for  the  proper  treatment  and  release  of  Brig.  Gen.  Neal  Dow,  and  that 
you  communicate  a  copy  of  this  order  to  rlie  rebel  authorities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headqi'arters  of  the  Army, 

Wa.shintjtnn,  August  :JT.  l'^63. 
Maijor-General  Hitchcock,  Present : 

General:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  General  .lohn  H.  Mor- 
gan be  held  in  close  confinement  for  the  release  of  General  Neal  Dow, 
and  Mr.  Ould  be  notilied  of  this  selection. 
Yours,  lie., 

H.  W.  HALLi:CK. 

(Iinrrnl'hi-L'hief. 

[Inilorsement.] 

Washington,  .l((,7u.v/  vr,  is6S. 
Referred  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  with 
instructions  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  carry  out  the  within  order, 
in  conformity  with  that  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  this  date. 

E.  A.  hitcucock:, 

Maj.  den.  of  Vols,  and  t'onnuissinner  for  Exchange  tif  Vrisoners. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  August  27,  1863^ 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief,  &c.: 

SrR:  The  proposal  of  the  12th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  paroles, 
directed  by  you  with  the  approval  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Robert  ( hild  by  General  Meredith  on  the  24th 
instant,  and  was  declined;  and  Mr.  Ould  submits  the  following  pro- 
posal: that — 

AU  paroles  on  both  shies  horetofore  given  shall  be  determined  by  the  geueral 
orders  issued  by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  N'o.  49,  No.  100, 
and  No  207  ot'  this  year,  accordins  to  their  respective  dates,  and  in  conformity  with 
paragraph  131  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  so  long  as  said  paragraph  was  in  torce. 
If  this  proposition  is  not  accepted  I  propose  that  the  practice  heretofore  adopted 
respecting  paroles  and  e.Kchanges  be  continued.  In  other  words,  I  propose  that  the 
whole  ((uestion  of  ]iaroles  be  determined  liy  the  general  orders  of  the  United  .States, 
according  to  their  dates,  or  that  it  be  decided  liy  former  practice. 

This  proposal  bears  date  the  24th  of  August,  at  City  Point.     The 
questions  connected  with  this  matter  are  respectfully  submitted. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
jl/cy.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Augxist  27,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Geneml-inChief,  d-c.: 

Sir:  The  following  passage  occurs  in  a  communication  of  the  25th 
instant  from  General   Meredith,  reporting  the  results  of  his  recent 
interview  with  Mr.  Robert  Ould,  at  City  Point,  to  wit:* 
Communicated  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
2[aJ.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C.  August  27.  isns. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  GeneraJ-in-Chief: 

SiB:  General  .Meredith  reports  by  letter  of  the  25th  instant  that  in 
his  late  interview  with  ^Ir.  Ould  the  latter  proposed  '-to  exchange 
orticer  for  officer  of  the  same  grade,  except  such  as  are  in  command  of 
negro  troops,"'  which  General  Meredith  (very  inoperly)  declined. 
Communicated  for  the  information  of  the  General  in -Chief. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK,    . 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  C(im)iiissio7ier  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  J7,  ISHo. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  31.  Sihofield, 

C<iinmanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  ^[o.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter 
of  the  2Lst  instant  relative  to  the  discharge  of  prisoners  of  war  at  the 

'See  Meredith  to  Hitchcock,  August  25,  paragraph  beginning  "To  my  demand," 
and  ending  "no  comment  is  necessary,  "  p.  2'M. 
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Altou  prison.  On  examining  the  records  of  this  otlice  I  find  that 
instructions  were  given  in  February  last  to  release  prisoners  of  war  on 
tlieir  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  good  faith.  These  iustructiona 
were  counternianiled  in  May,  but  I  do  not  tind  anything  to  show  that 
the  countermanding  order  was  sent  to  your  headquarters  or  to  Alton,  and 
it  is  probable  that  through  mi  oversight  it  was  never  forwarded.  This 
will  account  for  the  action  of  JIajor  ilendricksou  in  this  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third   Tnfnntry  and  Commissafy-dentral  of  rrisonera. 


DKTRiitT,  Mien.,  August  ■::7,  isii:). 
General  Jajies  B.  Fry: 

0.  L.  Yallandigham  is  at  Windsor,  opposite  this  place.  There  is  an 
impression  that  he  intends  crossing  into  Michigan.  If  so  shall  he  be 
arrested  and  whether  by  provost-marshal  or  military  commander;  and 
if  arrested  where  sh:ill  he  be  sent?  Give  instructions  if  he  should  go 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio.     Please  answer  at  once. 

B.  ir.  HILL. 
Lieut.  Col.  Fifth  Artillery.  Artij.  A^xt.  Proroi^t-Marshal-General. 


Pro vost-Maushal  General's  Office, 

Wdshinijton.  I>.  C,  Auf/ust  :^7,  1S63. 
Col.  B.  H.  Hill,  Detroit.  Mich.: 

Get  all  the  information  you  can  about  Vallandigham's  movements 
and  communicate  it  to  General  Burnside. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Fro  vast- Mitrxhal- General. 


HeadijI^ARTERS,  Cincinnati,  Autjii.st  :?r,  1S63. 
Brig.  (tcii.  L.  Thomas: 
Tlie  following  has  just  bt-en  received: 

DETRorr,  August  ,',",  lSi:S. 
Jlajor-i  ieneral  Hrii.vsiDE,  Comiiiandinrj  Department  of  Ihe  Ohio: 

C.  L.  VallaiMli^bam  is  ut  Windsor,  opposite  this  place.  The  irapi-ession  is  that  he 
will  cross  iuti)  Jlichigan.     If  so.  shall  h«_'  bo  airustud  and  where  si-iit? 

J.   K.   SMITH, 
Mtlitiirij   Coinmander. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Bnrnside  and  not  being  able  to  communi- 
cate to  liim  liy  tclt-graiih  1  have  unit-red  that  if  N'alJandigham  crosses 
tlie  river  he  be  arrestetl  antl  at  once  sent  under  a  strong  guard  to  Fort 
\Varren. 

W.  P.  ANDERSON, 
Assisia nt  ^1  dju ta n t- General. 


l.NDIANAPOLIS.  AU(/U.st  ;}7,  ISOS. 

Col.  J.  R.  Smith,  Detroit: 

(\  L.  Vallandigham  must  not  be  allowed  to  tross  into  Michigan. 
Should  he  utter  to  cross,  notify  him  that  it  will  be  your  duty  to  arrest 
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him  if  he  crosses.  Let  him  be  arrested  and  sent  by  steam-boat  to  John- 
son's Island,  Sandusky.  Is  tlie  TJ.  S.  steamer  Michigan  in  port?  If  so, 
apply  to  the  commanding  officer  for  co-operation. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Mo7iroe,  August  27,  1863. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  would  again  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Eichardson  and  Browne,  correspondents  of  the  New  York  Tri- 
bune. In  yours  of  August  20  you  state  "that  there  is  no  fair  and 
reciprocal  rule  which  may  be  proposed  for  mitigating  the  horrors  of  this 
war  that  will  not  be  cheerfully  adopted  by  the  Confederate  authorities." 
Now,  sir,  I  think  that  the  Coufederate  authorities  could  not  have  a 
better  opportunity  for  reciprocating  than  in  the  case  of  the  two  gentle- 
men above  named,  for  when  Vicksburg  was  captured  the  editors  of  the 
Whig  and  Citizen  fell  into  our  hands  and  were  immediately  paroled 
and  sent  away.  If  you  are  sincere,  then,  in  your  offers,  I  call  upon  you 
to  give  me  evidence  thereof  by  immediately  releasing  Messrs.  Eichard- 
son and  Browne. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEEEDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Demopolis,  Ala.,  August  27,  1863. 
General  S.  Coopee,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Am  I  relieved  from  command  of  paroled  prisoners?    The  following 
telegram  was  received  this  morning: 


Major-Geueral  Stevenson: 
You  will  reassemble  your  commaud  ;it  Atlanta. 
By  command  of  General  Bragg: 


Chattanooga,  August 


GEO.  W.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjiitaiit-Geiieral. 


General  Hanlee  informs  me  that  he  is  in  command  of  all  paroled 
prisoners  in  Mississippi  and  Trans-Mississinpi  Department. 

J.  C.  PEMBEETON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADorARTER::;,  DemopoUs,  Ala.,  August  27,  1863. 

Soldiers:  By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Coufederate  States 
I  assume  command  of  the  paroled  prisoners  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  Texas,  and  Louisiana,  recently  forming  a  part  of  the  garri- 
sons of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

I  could  desire  no  greater  honor  than  the  command  of  troops  whose 
sufl'erings  and  achievements  have  added  to  the  renownof  their  country 
and  compelled  the  admiration  even  of  their  enemies. 

In  anticipation  that  you  will  soon  be  exchanged,  the  work  of  reorgani- 
zation must  luoceed  with  energy.  The  place  of  rendezvous  is  changed 
from  Demopolis,  Ala.,  to  Enterprise,  3Iiss.  All  ofBcers  and  men  mu^t 
be  at  tlieir  posts.  They  should  be  there  now.  To  those  present  at  roll- 
calls  no  word  is  needed.     Your  (hiily  iinswers  are  uttered  iu  the  manly 
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tones  of  duty  and  honor.  Many  are  absent.  You  must  repair  at  once 
to  the  post  of  duty.  The  appeals  that  meet  you  on  every  side  are  the 
strongest  that  in  any  age  have  stirred  the  human  heart. 

SoUliers,  look  at  your  country !  The  earth  ravaged,  property  carried 
away  or  disappearing  in  flames  and  ashes,  the  people  murdered,  the 
negroes  arrayed  against  the  whites,  cruel  indignities  inflicted  upon 
women  and  children.  Uestrnction  marks  the  path  of  our  invaders. 
Their  motto  is  '-Woe  to  tlie  conquered."  He  who  falters  in  this  hour 
of  his  country's  peril  is  a  wretch  who  would  compound  for  the  mere 
boon  of  life  robbed  of  all  that  makes  life  tolerable. 

Fellow  soldiers!  There  is  but  one  path  to  follow;  it  leads  to  the 
camp.  Come  to  your  colors  and  stand  beside  your  comrades,  who  with 
heroic  constancy  are  confronting  the  enemy.  (Choose  now  between  the 
glory  of  successfully  defending  all  that  entitles  you  to  the  name  of  men 
and  the  infamy  of  creeping  abjectly  to  the  feet  of  a  foe  who  will  spurn 
your  submissiou  and  despise  your  cowardice. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Liei(tenant-(lt'nerul. 


War  Department,  Wushinaton.  Aii;/nsf  28,  ISilS. 
^rajor-General  Foster,  Fort  ^[on>•oe.  Va. : 

Please  notify,  if  you  can,  Senator  Bowden,  Mr.  Segar,  and  Mr. 
Chandler,  all,  or  any  of  them,  that  I  now  have  the  record  in  Doctor 
Wright's  case,  and  am  ready  to  hear  them.  When  you  shall  have  got 
the  notice  to  them,  please  let  me  know. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  Aixjust  3S,  1803 
JIaior-(_ieneral  Banks,  Xew  Orleans: 

General:  Your  letter  of  August  17  transmitting  copies  of  forms  of 
paroles  taken  at  Port  Hudson  is  Just  received.  I  perceive  from  the 
kichmond  newspapers  that  the  enemy  is  making  the  very  point  to 
which  I  called  your  attention,  viz,  that  the  paroling  and  delivering  of 
these  prisoners  not  being  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  cartel, 
the  parole  is  not  binding,  and  the  men  can  be  returned  t(i  the  ranks 
without  exchange.  This  will  seriously  increase  existing  diliicnlties  in 
regard  to  exchanges.  I  do  not  find  in  these  newspapers  any  specifica- 
tion wherein  the  cartel  was  violated  in  this  case,  but  I  presume  the 
ground  will  be  taken  that  there  was  no  binding  agreement  between  the 
commanding  officers  in  the  field.  As  General  Gardner  after  becoming 
a  prisoner  of  war  did  not  command  in  the  field,  he  was  no  longer  a 
commanding  officer  and  could  not  bind  his  (rovernment.  Had  the 
iigi'cement  been  made  by  him  liefore  liis  unconditional  surrender,  it 
would  have  clearly  been  within  the  terms  nf  the  cartel. 
Very  respectfullv,  v(jur  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

G(;neriil-i.n-<'hift'. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Anqust  J8,  1803. 
General  Grant,   Viclshurg: 

In  drawing  up  my  letter  for  the  tlag  of  truce  tornorn)W.  1  was  led  to 
("vamine  more  critically  the  Dix  Hill  cartel,  (ieneral  (Jrders,  No.  L-lL',  of 
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1862.  By  article  5  each  of  the  contending  parties  has  the  right  to 
release  from  their  parole  any  of  their  exchanged  prisoners,  simply 
furnishing  to  the  adverse  party  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
released.  It  does  not  appear  that  we  must  have  notice  of  such  release. 
Lee  may  simply  answer  that  he  has  notice  from  Richmond,  and  don't 
care  whether  we  have  notice  or  not.  If  you  say  so,  I  will  prepare  a 
letter  and  telegraph  it  to  ynu  for  approval  before  dispatching  it.  I 
don't  want  those  tellows  to  get  an  advantage  of  us  on  paper,  as  they 
are  great  braggarts  and  would  make  the  most  of  it.* 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

2Iajor-  General. 


[August  28.  1863. — For  Sherman  to  Rawlins,  in  relation  to  return  to 
duty  of  (reneral  S.  D.  Lee  and  other  (Jon federates  paroled  at  Vicksburg, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  III,  p.  197.] 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  on  Big  Black,  Miss.,  August  ;iS,  1803. 
General  W.  H.  JACKSON, 

Commanding  Division  of  Cavalry,  C.  8.  Army,  Canton: 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  -'4th  instant  at  the 
liauds  of  Captain  .Moorman  your  letter  of  the  23d.  The  lady,  Mrs. 
Cotton,  was  sent  to  Mcksburg  by  cars.  I  also  according  to  the  request 
of  Captain  Moorman  comnuinicated  to  Mrs.  (General  Tilghman,  at 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  her  son  Lloyd. 

I  have  noticed  by  your  newspapers  that  General  Stephen  D.  Lee  has 
been  assigned  to  command  the  cavalry  forces  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  that  he  entered  on  bis  duties  about  the  20th  instant.  Our 
otiicial advices  from  Washington  come  down  to  a  much  later  period,  and 
we  have  no  notice  that  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  or  any  of  them  have 
been  exchanged.  Such  a  notice  is  universally  required  in  war,  and  is 
specifically  required  by  the  Dix-IIill  cartel,  articleo.  If  General  Lee  is 
in  command  I  request  this  letter  be  considered  as  addressed  to  him, 
and  that  he  communicate  to  me  the  simple  fact  that  he  has  received 
notice  of  his  exchange  from  the  proper  (juarters  in  Richmond,  and  if 
possible  the  name  of  the  officer  or  officers  taken  as  his  equivalent.  This 
intormation  will  enable  me  and  General  frrant  to  repress  a  growing 
belief  that  your  authorities  design  to  disregard  the  Vicksburg  paroles, 
which  I  cannot  suppose. 

I  send  this  communication  by  the  hands  of  my  aide.  Captain  Dayton, 
and  escort  of  twenty-five  men,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Coolbaugh,  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  many  of  your  officers,  and  I  authorize  tliem  to 
carry  along  a  liuduet  of  newspapers,  full  of  the  current  gossip  of  the 
world,  ill  which  I  know  you  feel  more  interest  than  you  would  have  us 
outside  bai'uarians  believe.^ 

With  ureat  respect,  voar  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commandinq. 

'  For  reply,  see  Suiies  I,  \'ol.  XXX,  I'art  III,  p.  197.         t  Ibid.,  p.  22%. 
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Medical  iNSPECTOR-GENEBAi's  Office, 
T,  .     ^        ^     .     „  Washimjton,  D.  C,  August  2S,  ISfiS^ 

Brig-.  Gen.  W.  A.  Hammond, 

Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  Medical-Inspector  Ciiyler  reports  "numerous  cases  of  low 

torm  of  disease  among  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware,  attributable  in 

part  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  prison,''  and  indicates  the  followiuo- 

sanitary  measures  as  necessary:  " 

^Ji^Tji""  ventilation  l.v  nialvinc;  openings  Hush  with  the  floor  of  barracks  at  inter- 
vals of  titteen  leet;  additional  windows  at  ends  of  l.iuldinss;  redncin-  the  number 
ot  hnnlfs  byremnvin-  one  tier;  constructinij  wooden  troirirhs  in  or  near  the  linild- 
ins3  tor  washing  taies  and  hands:  urinals  at  convenieut  distances,  with  movable 
sou  tubs  or  latrines,  tor  use  of  sick  in  (piarters  at  night,  the  distance  to  the  sinks 
l)eing  considerable;  ditches  and  drains  to  be  kept  free,  and  the  interior  of  birracks 
whitewashed  at  least  every  six  weeks.  The  prisoners  ha^  e  no  bed.ling,  ami  so  I'ittle 
clothing  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  enforce  cleanliness  of  person. 

These  recommendations  could  be  carried  out  at  small  expense  of 
material  by  the  prisoners,  and  are  approved  and  respectfully  referred  to 
the  Surgeon-<Teneral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

JUS.  K.  BARNES, 
Medical  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[rndnrseraent.] 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  August  2D,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Cominissary-Cieneral  of  Prisoners.     Tt 
IS  recommended  that  the  suggestions  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cuvler  be 
carried  out. 
By  order  of  the  Surgeon-General: 

JOS.  R.  SMITH, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Pri.soners, 

Washington,  August  28,  1863. 
Brig.  (ien.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  "/'  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  one  from  the  General  in-Chief  giving  instructions 
in  relation  to  the  selection  of  a  general  ofKcer  to  be  lield  as  a  hostage 
for  Brig.  Gen.  Xeal  Dow,  of  the  T.  S.  Arm  v.  who  has  been  turned  over 
to  the  anthorities  of  the  State  of  Alabama.* 

These  letters  are  furnished  you  that  you  may  comminiicare  to  the 
rebel  authorities  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  as  directed  by  liim. 
In  exchanges  to  be  made  lieieafter  I  aiii'iiistructed  to  sav  that'as  far 
a^s  practicable  jirisoners  of  war  from  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississijijii  siiall  be  the  last  to  he  exchanged' 
those  from  South  Carolina  being  reserved  to  the  last.  "     ' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

-  See  Stanton  to  Hitchcock,  August  27,  and  Halleck  to  Hitchcock,  same  .lav,  p.  229, 
referred  to  Hottmau.  .    i         i 
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Office  CoM^nssART-GENEEAii  of  Prisoneks, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  28,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  instructions  communicated  in 
my  letter  of  this  date  be  not  carried  out  till  further  orders.    Please 
reply. 

W.  HUFFMA]Sr, 
Commisnury- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissart-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  V.,  Aiujunt  .28,  1863. 
Brig-.  Gen.  .Tohn  S.  Mason, 

Commanding,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please 
place  Brig'.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  of  the  rebel  army,  now  iu  custody  in 
the  Ohio  penitentiary,  in  close  confinement,  to  be  held  as  a  hostage  for 
the  proper  treatment  and  release  of  Brig.  Gen.  Xeal  Dow.  He  is  to 
remain  in  the  penitentiary  where  he  now  is,  but  is  to  have  no  com- 
munication with  other  prisoners,  nor  will  he  be  permitted  to  see  visitors 
except  by  authority  of  the  War  Department. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Eichmond,  August  38.  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  send  to  you  the  statement*  of  the  treatment  of  Confederate 
prisoners,  with  the  signature  of  the  viTiter.  It  accorded  with  every 
representation  that  has  heretofore  been  made  with  respect  to  the  Fort 
Delaware  prisoners,  and  therefore  I  forwarded  it.  I  withheld  the  name 
of  the  writer  because  the  fortunes  of  war  might  at  some  future  time 
tlirow  him  into  your  hands.  If,  however,  the  statement  is  false,  he 
deserves  punishment  from  our  own  hands. 

I  will  thank  yon  to  have  the  proper  report  made  on  the  subject. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Coxfederate  States  uf  America,  War  Department, 

Kivhmond,  August  2S,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Col.  W.  H.  Powell  is  not  in  a  "dark,  damp  cell,  alone."  His 
place  of  confinement  is  neither  dark  nor  damp.  He  is  charged  with 
the  commission  of  atrocities  which  your  own  general  orders  denounce. 
He  is  in  no  closer  confinement  than  (ieneral  Morgan,  and  has  not  been 
subjected  to  the  felon  indignities  inflicted  upon  that  officer.  If  you 
wish  to  know  the  specific  cbarges  against  him  I  will  make  due  inquiry 

-Xot   Inlllld. 
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and  inform  yon.    General  2Teal  Dow  has  not  been  handed  ok^ 
Governor  of  Ahibama,  as  you  allege.  ^^      wv"'": 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULU, 

^gcnt  of  Exchanqe. 

[Indoraement.]  ^ 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  10,  m63. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Ma,).  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Commissioner 
ot  Exchange,  Washington.  D.  C. 

S.  A.  :\IEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


EirHMOND,  August  3S,  1S6S. 
i5rig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  <>f  Exchange: 

Sir:  [  confess  that  I  was  very  much  disappointed  in  not  receivino- 
one  word  from  you  by  the  present  boat  in  relation  to  the  proposition  I 
made  to  you  at  our  late  interview,  respecting  paroles;  nor  did  you  say 
when  you  could  be  at  City  Point  to  give  an  answer. 

I  received  no  answer  to  my  communication  in  relation  to  the  release 
of  surgeuus.  1  beg  that  you  will  return  an  answer  as  to  these  matters 
in  your  next  communication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  Or^LD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Richmond,  Y a.,  August  ;«,  2S63. 
Brig,  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  Some  time  ago  I  addressed  a  communication  to  you  asking  why 
you  held  (Jeneral  Morgan  in  close  confinement  and  what  was  its  nature. 
To  that  I  have  received  no  reply.  In  tliat  I  am  not  disappointed,  as  it 
IS  not  the  habit  of  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange  to  answer  iu(iuiries. 
Since  then  1  have  seen  in  your  papers  detailed  accounts  of  the  treat- 
ment Geiioral  Mor-an  and  his  brother  officers  have  received.  What 
does  this  mean .'  It  is  alleged  that  this  course  is  pursued  in  retaliation 
tor  the  confinement  of  dilonel  Streight  and  liis  officers. 

I  have  already  assured  you  that  those  officers  are  treated  exactly  aa 
all  others  held  in  confinement  at  the  Libby.  Colonel  Streight  has 
expressed  to  me  in  person  his  satisfaction  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
he.  was  treated.  Do  you  wish  him  shaved  and  put  in  a  felon's  cell? 
If  you  do  you  are  pursuius  exactly  the  course  to  effect  it.  May  I  again 
ask  why  you  have  put  General  Morgan  and  his  brother  officersln  a 
|ieiiitcntiary  ■? 

I  have  but  faint  hopes  of  getting  any  replv,  but  under  the  circiim- 
staiiccs  I  have  ventured  the  question. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OL'LD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Richmond.  August  AS,  1S63. 
Brig.  Cren.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  r  still  adhere  to  my  declaration  of  the  i-'Oth  instant  in  respect  to 
tlie  release  of  ni.n-combatants.  To  that  and  almost  everv  other  com- 
ininiication    involving   a    principle    you    have    not    replied.      Fairness 
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rc.^..   da  that  yoa  should  answer  it  in  some  form  before  you  criticise  it. 
Will  you  agree  to  the  unconditional  release  of  all  non-combatants? 

Your  reference  to  the  parole  of  the  editors  of  the  Whig  and  Citizen 
at  Vieksburg  has  no  sort  of  force.  They  were  paroled  by  the  terms  of 
surrender  aud  not  by  any  special  grace  of  your  authorities.  You  could 
not  have  retained  them  without  a  breach  of  the  terms  of  capitulation. 
Their  cases  are  in  no  respect  analogous  to  those  of  Richardson  aud 
Browne,  except  in  their  avocation  of  driving  the  quill.  Richardson  aud 
Browne  will  be  released  just  as  soon  as  you  agree  to  discharge  non- 
combatants. 

I  still  say  there  is  no  fair  and  reciprocal  rule  which  may  be  proposed 
for  mitigating  the  horrors  of  this  war  that  will  not  be  cheerfully 
adopted  by  the  Confederate  authorities. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  August  :2S,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Your  extract  from  a  letter  respecting  Capt.  Peter  Ford  and 
crew  of  the  steamer  Emily  has  been  received.  I  will  adopt  your  rule 
and  decline  "  torwarding  anonymous  communications."  If  the  writer 
will  sign  his  statement  I  will  refer  it  for  investigation  immediately.  In 
the  meantime  allow  me  to  state  that  the  statement  is  an  infamous 
falsehood. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULU, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Incloaure  returced.J 

Baltimore,  August  17, 1S63. 
M;ijor-(iencral  Foster,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

Dear  Sir  :  From  a  geutleman  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  recently 
released  from  the  Libby  Prison  at  Richmond,  I  understand  that  Capt. 
Peter  Ford  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Emily,  which  boat  was  captured 
on  or  about  the  15th  of  May  last  at  the  mouth  of  the  Elizabeth  River, 
are  in  a  most  deplorable  condition  aud  are  not  likely  to  survive  the 
treatment  of  their  incarceration  for  any  considerable  time.  The  object 
of  this  note  is  to  enlist  your  sympathy  in  behalf  of  himself  and  crew 
(the  captain  being  very  sick  at  present)  to  the  end  that  you  may  do 
whatever  is  in  your  power  for  his  release.  Captain  Ford  has  been  one 
of  the  most  energetic  gentlemen  connected  with  the  steam  marine  of 
our  coast  and  has  been  of  vast  benetit  to  the  Government  in  many 
ways.  Anything  you  can  do  in  behalf  of  Captain  Ford  and  crew  will 
be  an  advantage  to  the  Government. 
Yours,  with  high  respect, 

THOS.  Mccormick. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Yirginia  and  North  Carolina, 

August  18,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Meredith. 
V>y  order  of  General  Foster: 

J.  F.  ANDERSON, 

Auiede-Camp. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissionee  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  30,  1863, 
Respectfully  returned  to  MajorGeueral  Foster  with  a  reference  to 
accompauyiug  letter  from  E.  Ould,  rebel  agent  for  exchange. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  38,  1863. 
John  Graham,  Esq. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  received.  Your 
brother  is  comfortable  and  is  improving.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  has  endeavored  to  ett'cct  his  release.  I  am  now  and  have 
been  at  all  times  ready  to  exchange  and  release  him  for  a  brigadier- 
general  whom  I  may  name.  I  have  so  great  a  desire  to  gratify  you  that 
I  can  say  I  will  exchange  your  brother  for  any  brigadier  whom  you 
have  in  continement.  I  am  amazed  that  it  should  be  represented  to 
you  that  any  special  ettbrt  has  been  made  for  the  exchange  of  your 
brother. 

I  have  a  very  pleasing  recollection  of  the  time  when  we  met.  We 
were  in  contest,  but  it  was  without  the  horrors  that  attend  this.  I 
could  say  more,  but  even  my  privilege  with  the  flag  of  truce  is  limited. 
I  shall  always  be  happy  to  gratify  you  in  the  line  of  my  duty.  If  your 
brother  is  not  released  it  will  not  be  any  fault  on  this  side. 
Yours,  truly, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  August  28,  1863. 
Lieutenant-CTeneral  Pemberton  : 

Since  the  order  for  the  court  of  inquiry  it  was  considered  that  your 
presence  before  the  court  would  be  necessary.  Eence  the  paroled 
prisoners  of  your  command  have  been  ordered  to  assemble.  Those 
from  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  or  Atlanta  under  General  Bragg;  those 
from  CJeorgia  at  Atlanta  under  General  Gumming;  those  from  Ala- 
bama at  Demopolis  under  General  W.  M.  Gardner,  and  those  from 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana  under  General  Hardee  at  Morton. 

This  relieves  you  from  duty  with  that  coinmaud  and  will  enable  you 
to  give  your  attention  to  investigation  before  the  court. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and   Inspector  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  J'J,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Commanding,  Mur/reesborough,  Tenn. : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  has  been  submitted  to  the 

Secretary  of  War,  and  I  am  instructed  to  reply  as  follows:  Deserters 

from  the  rebel  army  will  be  disposed  ot  pernmneiitly  at  the  discretion 

of  the  commander  of  the  department  in  which  they  may  be  found.     If 
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discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  on  any  other  terms,  a 
descriptive  list  of  each  case  should  be  preserved  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  department  and  a  copy  transmitted  to  the  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners  as  a  means  of  detecting  any  violation  of  the  condition  of 
discharge.  The  course  to  be  pursued  for  the  discharge  of  prisoners  of 
war  is  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No.  286,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with inclosed.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAjS", 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners.   - 


Office  GoiiiiissAEY-GENEEAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  29,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  ^Iason,  Commanding,  Columbus,  Ohio  : 

General:  I  learn  from  letters  passing  through  this  oflBce  from  rebel 
prisoners  of  war  iu  the  Ohio  penitentiary  that  they  frequently  receive 
varieties  uf  luxuries  from  their  friends  in  Kentucky.  There  may  be 
circumstances  which  would  justify  such  an  indulgence  in  a  particular 
case,  but  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  granted  only  for  special  reasons 
and  by  your  authority.  It  would  not  be  safe  to  delegate  the  authority 
to  any  subordinate,  because  it  is  almost  impossible  for  theai  to  resist 
the  importunities,  if  not  temptations,  which  are  pressed  upon  them  to 
overstep  the  limits  prescribed  for  them.  The  quantity  of  clothing  issued 
to  prisoners  of  war  should  be  limited  to  what  is  absolutely  necessary; 
that  is,  a  change  of  underclothing  and  one  suit  of  outer  garments, 
whether  issued  by  the  Government  or  contributed  by  their  frieuds. 
Will  you  please  direct  that  issues  at  Camp  Chase  shall  conform  to  the 
above  conditions? 

^'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Medical  Disectob's  Office, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  August  29,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Chesebeough, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Middle  Department: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  my  capacity  of  medical 
ins])ector  of  this  department  I  yesterday  visited  the  hospital  at  Fort 
McHenry,  finding  it  in  excellent  order. 

I  also  visited  the  building  in  which  rebel  and  other  prisoners  are 
contined.  finding  it  filthy  in  the  extreme,  and  a  disgrace  both  to  humanity 
and  the  service. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  SUCKLEY, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Actg.  Medical  Director  and  Medical  Inspector,  Middle  Department. 

[First  inilorsement.] 

Heaj)quaetees  Middle  Dei'art>ient, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  31,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

"  See  p.  212. 
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[Secoud  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  Ba-ltimobb 

Fort  McHenri/,  September  4,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  department  headquarters,  Eighth  Army 
Corps,  with  the  accompanying  report  of  the  provost-marshal  of  this 
post.* 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Brevet  BrujcuUer- Genera i,  Commandiny. 


I  August  30,  186.3._For  Grant  to  Halleck,  in  reference  to  the  parole 
and  return  to  duty  without  exchange  of  General  S.  D.  Lee,  see  Vol 
XXX,  Part  III,  p.  2l'4. I 


[August  30.  18(53.— For  Grant  to  Sherman,  in  regard  to  prisoners 
taken  without  uniform,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  III,  p.  i'26.| 


LiBBY  Prison.  Richmond,  August  30,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  for  Excliamje  of  Prisoners: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  communication  to  the  Hon.  James  A.  Seddon.  I,  as  well  as  others  of 
my  fellow-prisoners,  have  repeatedly  appealed  for  relief  to  the  subordi- 
nate officers  having  us  in  charge,  but  have  as  often  been  assured  that 
our  situation  as  to  rations,  quarters,  and  treatment  generally  was  much 
laetter  than  their  otticers  received  at  the  hands  of  our  Government.  It 
is  needless  to  add  that  our  treatment  as  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  is 
entirely  contrary  to  all  civilized  usages,  and  it  is  my  earnest  hope,  and, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  is  the  unanimous  desire  of  the 
officers  here  that  such  measures  be  taken  by  our  Government  as  will 
insure  proper  treatment  to  both  our  officers  and  men  while  prisoners  of 
war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  no  matter  who  that  enemy  may  be. 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be.  vour  most  obedient  serVant, 

A.  D.  STREIGHT, 
Colonel  Fiftij-jirst   [ndinna   Volunteers,  U.  S.  Anni/. 


LiBBY  Prison,  Rii-hmond.  August  3i),  1863. 
Hon.  -Tames  A.  Seddon,  Seeretar;/  nj'  \V,n- : 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  y(,u  in  behalf  i)t  myself  and 
fellow-prisoners  la  relation  to  our  situation.  About  tXH)  of  us  are  con- 
Hued  here  with  an  average  space  of  nearly  twenty-eight  square  feet  each, 
which  includes  our  room  for  cooking,  eating,  nashing,  bathing,  and 
slee[)ing.  Our  rations  consist,  as  nearly  as  I'can  judge  as  to  iiuantitv, 
of  about  one-fourth  pound  of  i)Oor  fresh  beef,  one  half  pound  of  bread, 
and  one-half  gill  of  rice  or  beans  for  each  man  per  day.  The  aljove 
amount  has  been  found  insufficient  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality  to 

'See  September  ?>,  p.  255. 
IG    R    R — SERIES    II,   VOL    VI 
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sustain  life  and  health  in  our  close  prison  confinement.  Scorbutic  dis- 
eases have  already  appeared,  proving  fatal  in  one  case — Major  Morris — 
and  impairing  seriously,  if  not  permanently,  the  health  of  others. 

Our  sanitary  condition  would  have  been  much  worse  than  it  now  is 
but  for  the  large  purchases  of  vegetables  and  other  provisions,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  $1,000  per  day,  which  we  have  been  allowed  to  make,  but 
as  nearly  all  our  money  was  taken  ft'om  us  when  we  entered  the  prison 
the  dailv  expenditure  of  this  large  sum  has  at  length  about  exhausted 
what  was  left  us.  We  have  also  been  notified  that  we  will  not  be 
allowed  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  money  taken  from  us  here,  nor 
even  such  sums  as  have  been  sent  us  from  home  since  our  imprison- 
ment, though  before  writing  for  these  moneys  we  were  expressly  assured 
by  your  officers  having  us  in  charge  that  we  would  be  allowed  to 
receive  them.  It  will  be  perceived  fi'om  the  above  statement  that  our 
immediate  prospective  condition  is,  to  say  the  least,  that  of  semi- 
starvation.  The  rations  furnished  by  your  (xovernmeut  may  be  as  good 
and  as  much  as  it  can  afford  under  the  circumstances,  but  in  that  case 
it  does  seem  that  we  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  necessary 
amount  to  sustain  us.  It  cannot  possibly  be  that  it  is  intended  to 
reduce  to  a  famishing  condition  tiOO  prisoners  of  war.  Humanity  can- 
not contemplate  such  a  thing  without  feelings  of  the  deepest  horror, 
saying  nothing  of  our  rights  as  prisoners  of  war.  Even  criminals  guilty 
of  the  blackest  crimes  are  not,  among  civilized  people,  contined  for  any 
length  of  time  on  insufficient  food. 

I  wish  Turther  to  state  to  you  that  previous  to  my  surrender  I  made 
a  stipulation  with  General  Forrest,  to  whom  I  surrendered,  that  all 
private  property,  including  money  belonging  to  my  officers  and  men, 
should  be  respected.  This  stipulation,  in  the  handwriting  of  General 
Forrest  over  his  own  signature,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  General  Winder, 
having  been  taken  from  nie  here.  Xotwithstanding  this,  my  officers, 
ninety  five  in  number,  have  been  notified  with  the  balance  that  their 
money  has  been  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  authorities. 

For  the  purpose  of  avoiding  further  loss  of  money  or  misunderstand- 
ing and,  if  possible,  to  obtain  relief  from  the  unhappy  situation  in  which 
we  are  placed,  you  are  most  respectfully  asked  to  state,  in  your  answer 
to  this  communication,  the  manner  in  which  we  will  be  allowed  to 
obtain  necessary  food  and  clothing  to  render  us  comfortable. 

I  have  furnished  Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Confederate  commissioner  for 
exchange  of  prisoners,  a  copy  of  this  communication,  and  will  also  send 
a  copy,  if  permitted  to  do  so,  to  General  Meredith,  the  U.  8.  commis- 
sioner for  exchange  of  prisoners,  in  order  that  the  whole  subject  may 
come  up  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting  of  said  commissioners. 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  STREIGHT, 
Colonel  Fifty-Jirnt  Indiana  Volunteers,  U.  S.  Anni/. 


Office  Com:»iissarvGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  oO,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commandinr/,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:   I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  here- 
after deserters  from  the  rebel  army  will  be  disposed  of  primarily,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commander  of  the  department  in  which  they  may  be 
found.     If  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  any  other 
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terms  a  descriptive  list  of  each  case  will  be  preserved  at  the  headquar^ 
ters  of  the  department,  and  a  copy  transmitted  to  the  Commissary. 
General  ot  Prisoners,  as  a  means  of  detecting  any  violation  of  the  con- 
dition ot  the  discharge.  The  course  to  be  pursued  for  the  discharge  of 
prisoners  of  war  is  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  ^^'o.  "S6  i  mnv  nf 
which  is  herewith  inclosed.*  '         ^^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Generals  Burnside,  Grant,  Dix,  Schoheld,  Banks,  Gillmore, 
Brooks,  Morris,  and  Kelley.)  ' 


Washington,  August  31,  1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  IFar.- 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  visited  Point  Lookout 
yesterday  and  have  the  honor  to  report : 

There  are  about  800  sick  and  wounded  Tnion  soldiers  in  hospital 
at  that  place;  about  1,800  rebel  prisoners  of  war  encamped  on  the 
Chesapeake  side  near  the  point,  and  a  guard  of  400  LTnion  troops 
eucamped  on  the  Potomac  side,  opposite  the  camp  of  rebel  prisoners 
all  under  the  command  of  General  Marston.  ' 

I  found  everything  apparently  in  excellent  order;  guards  well  posted 
with  every  appearance  of  \igilance  and  security. 

General  Marston  thinks  that  with  a  cavalry  force  of  100  men  he 
could  do  much  toward  suppressing  blockade  running,  and  in  the 
preservation  of  order  in  the  country  where  his  camp  is  situated.  If 
turnished  with  horses  and  cavalry  equipments  a  sufficient  number 
ot  men  might  be  added  from  his  infantry  command  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  1  respectfully  recommend  that  this  be  done. 

There  are  twogunboats  at  the  point,  one  with  about  fortv  men  (as  I 
was  lutormed),  the  other  '-not  half  manned,"  and  neither  of  them  have 
the  use  ot  steam  power;  one  having  no  engine,  the  other  a  wholly 
disabled  engine.  ^ 

I  saw  three  gun-boats  between  the  point  and  Alexandria,  but  their 
condition  is  unknown  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
„   .   ,,  .  ,.  E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Maj.  (ren.  of  \  ols.  and  Gommissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of   Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C.  August  31, 1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Voiiimanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
General:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  of  the  26th  instant  in  regard 
to  regulations  which  may  have  been  heretofore  issued  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  etieets  of  deceased  rebel  prisoners  of  war.  I  have  the  honor 
to  say  that  Mich  cases  have  not  been  before  presented  to  me,  as  no  reff- 
ulatioiis  to  provide  tor  them  have  as  yet  been  issued.  I  shall  imiiiedi- 
jitely  notify  officers  in  charge  of  prisoners  of  war  that  all  money  left 
>y  those  who  may  die  will  be  turned  into  the  prison  fund,  a  receipt 
being   taken   tor  the  amount  by  the  surgeon  and  forwarded  to   this 

'Sre  p.  212. 
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office.    Any  clothing  or  other  articles  will  be  taken  possession  of  by 
the  commanding  officer  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  other  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN", 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Indorsement.] 

Make  copies  of  this  communication  and  send  to  the  medical  directors 
in  the  department,  and  direct  that  they  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

J.  TOTTEX, 

Brigadier- General. 


Morton,  August  31,  1S63.* 
Memorandum  for  Major-General  Lee. 

While  inspecting  Colonel  Logan's  troops,  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  report  that  after  the  recent  action  near  Jackson,  La.,  twenty-three 
prisoners  (one  white  officer  and  twenty-two  colored  and  negro  privates) 
were  put  to  death  in  cold  blood  and  without  form  of  law,  and  if  it  is 
true,  to  bring  the  culprits  to  trial. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTO]S', 

General. 


Caleb  Smith,  major  commanding  Camp  Lewis,  wishes  to  know  if 
paroled  prisoners  can  guard  Government  property  in  transihi. 


[iDflorsement,] 

August  31,  1S63. 


Respectfully  returned  to  General  Winder.     Paroled  men  are  not  to 
discharge  any  military  duty. 

ROBERT  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exrliange. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  1,  ISHS. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf, 

Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report 
made  to  the  Surgeon-General  by  Medical  Inspector  Cuyler  on  the  sani- 
tary conditiciu  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware,  in  which  he  rer-oin- 
uiends  several  measures  to  be  adopted  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
prison,  barracks,  and  the  adjacent  grounds,  and  these  reconuiiendations 
are  ai)pi'o\'ed  by  the  Surgeon-General,  t  I  respectfully  refer  the  report 
to  you  to  be  carried  out  generally  as  far  as  you  think  necessary.  1 
lucsume  the  expense  will  not  be  great,  and  can  be  paifl  out  of  the  prison 
fund.  Ic  will  not  be  advisable  to  reduce  the  number  of  bunks,  because 
there  may  be  times  when  the  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  will 
make  it  necessary  to  fill  up  the  barracks,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  over- 
crowded.   At  this  time  the  excess  can  be  provided  for  by  sending  them 

'  V'of  firiiitteil  portions,  sor  >orie3  I,  \'o\.  X\X,  Part  I\',  p.  'yl'.i. 
t  Sc-e  L'Xtiai-t  enibodii'd  in  iJarnes  t"  llumuioud,  Aui;u3t  2s.  p.  235. 
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to  Point  Lookout,  and  if  you  will  prepare  rolls  for  1,000  or  1,500,  as  you 
may  think  best,  I  will  send  the  order  for  their  transfer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  (Jommissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Provost-Marshal,  Dist.  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City,  Svptember  1,  IbtSS. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  Etving, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border: 
C.eneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  up  to  this  date  there 
have  been  issued  from  this  office  orders  of  banishnieut  against  sixty- 
four  persons,  inuny  of  them  heads  of  families,  living  in  Kansas  Oity 
and  its  vicinity  and  Independence  and  its  vicinity.  This  list  embraces 
a  large  proportion  of  the  most  dangerous.  A  number  yet  remain,  a 
tew  of  whom  I  will  ask  your  consideration  upon  in  a  few  days.  I  would 
most  lespei'tfully  ask  a  reconsideration  of  the  orders  in  the  cases  of 
l)\\  B.  M.  Jewett,  Mrs.  Maria  Gilham,  and  Nehemiah  Holmes — the 
two  former  ujiou  my  own  knowledge  of  the  ])arties.  the  latter  upon 
the  representations  of  loyal  citizens,  who  think  the  order  was  intended 
for  his  brother,  Uezekiah,  against  whom  an  order  has  this  day  been 
issued.  The  latter  I  believe  to  be  much,  the  most  obnoxious  man.  A 
large  number  have  been  placed  upon  a  suspected  list  and  orders  will  be 
giv(-ii  the  detective  force  to  keep  them  under  close  surveillauce  until 
additional  evidence  is  obtained. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  T.  VAN  HORN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Provost-Marshal. 


RiCiiJlOND,  Va.,  Septeuiher  1,  lS6o. 
Hon.  Thomas  Bragg,  Raleigh,  y.  C: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo  relative 
to  the  unfortunate  situation  of  Doctor  Wright,  of  Norfolk,  and  would 
gladly  do  anything  in  my  power  to  rescue  him  from  an  enemy  regard- 
less alike  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  civilized  peoi)le  in  their  dealings 
with  us.  The  doctor  and  his  friends  have  my  deepest  sympathy.  The 
case  had  already  received  my  attention  before  your  letter  reached  me, 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  devise  any  method  which  seemed  likely  to 
render  him  effective  service. 

^Vith  assurances  of  my  friendly  regard  and  esteem,  I  ai)i,  very  respect- 
fully and  truly,  yours, 

,n:FFEi;s()N  davis. 


Confederate  States  (if  Amerioa,  War  Department, 

h'icliinond,  September  1,  isGS. 
His  Excellency  M.  L.  Bonham. 

Giirernor  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Charleston,  S.  C: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo  was  submitted   iiy  me  to  the 
Prcsi<lent  with  the  following  indorsement:* 

After  due  deliberation  the  President  returned  the  comnniuication 
with  these  renu\rks:t 

I  submit  these  indorsements  as  expressing,  more  clearly  than  I  might 

'See  tliiid  indursfmeut,  p.  104.  t  Sei'  I'uurth  iiuluisimt-'Ut,  p.  194.' 


246  PRISONERS   OP    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

otherwise  be  enabled  to  present  them,  our  views  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. I  venture  to  recommend  further,  that  the  captured  negroes  be 
not  brought  to  trial;  or,  if  condemned,  that  your  powers  of  executive 
cleuieucy  be  exercised  to  suspend  their  execution,  to  allow  the  possi- 
bility of  arrangement  on  this  question,  so  fraught  with  present  diffl- 
culty  and  future  danger. 

With  high  respect  aud  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  1,  1863. 
His  Excellency  the  President: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  indorsement  of  the  24th  ultimo  directing  a 
"report  upou  the  special  case  of  ex-^Mayor  Monroe,  and  the  general 
arrangements  of  the  belligereuts  which  bear  upon  it,"'  I  have  the  houor 
to  submit  tlie  following  report: 

On  the  11th  of  ^lay  last  the  following  agreement,  being  paragraph  8 
of  Exchange  Notice  ISTo.  5,  was  made  between  the  Federal  agent  and 
myself,  to  wit : 

All  civiliiins  wlio  bare  been  arrested  at  any  time  before  the  tjth  of  May,  1863,  and 
released  on  parole  are  discharged  from  any  and  erery  obligation  contained  in  said 
parole.  If  any  such  person  has  taken  any  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  L'nited  States, 
or  given  any  liond,  or  if  Ui.s  release  was  accompanied  with  any  other  condition,  he 
is  iliMbaryed  tr(un  thi-  same. 

Although  the  agreement  upon  its  face  refers  to  parties  who  were 
released  on  parole  before  its  date,  it  was  understood  that  the  arrange- 
ment was  to  be  a  continuing  one,  and  upou  the  publication  of  each 
exchange  notice  the  same  or  a  similar  announcement  would  be  made. 
Early  in  April  last  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange  complained  that  a 
political  prisoner  named  Wardeuer  was  compelled  to  give  his  parole 
before  he  was  sent  to  City  Point  for  delivery.  In  reply  1  wrote  to  him 
as  follows: 

Onr  clear  and  indisputable  nnderstanding  was  that  all  civilians  who  should  be 
released  or  had  been  released  upou  giving  a  parole  or  any  obligation  should  be  con- 
sidered as  absolved  from  that  parole  or  obligation.  It  made  no  difference  where  the 
parties  were  delivered,  or  whether  they  hail  ever  been  in  actual  confinement  even. 
It  was  a  necessary  incident  to  onr  agreement  for  the  release  of  political  prisoners. 
I  have  already  acted  upon  this,  and  :;ivcn  notice  that  all  civilians,  whenever  and 
wherever  released,  were  discharged  from  any  parole,  or  any  obligation,  or  any  oath 
into  which  they  may  have  entered  before  their  release  or  at  the  time  they  were 
released.  The  parole  and  oath  of  Wardener  only  operated  until  he  was  delivered  to 
yon  at  City  Point. 

This  was  written  and  accepted  before  the  agreement  of  May  11,  and 
serves  ta  show  the  nature  aud  meaning  of  the  agreement  made  on  that 
day.  <.)u  the  12th  of  June,  lSfi3,  I  wrote  to  the  Federal  agent  of 
exchange  substantially  that  if  he  desired  to  urevent  the  publication  of 
paragraph  S  of  Exchange  Notice  No.  .">  to  future  cases  he  could  so  inform 
me.  That  he  has  not  done  or  attempted  to  do.  General  Orders,  No. 
207,  issued  by  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  July  3, 18ti3,  prac- 
tically recognizes  the  doctrine  that  released  non-combatants  are  dis- 
charged fiom  the  obligations  of  a  parole  given  whilst  in  captivity. 
Paragraph  4  of  that  order  is  in  these  words: 

The  obligations  imposed  by  the  general  laws  and  usages  of  war  upon  the  non-com- 
batant inhabitants  of  a  section  of  country  passed  over  by  an  invading  army  cease 
when  the  military  occupation  ceases,  aud  any  pledge  or  parole  given  by  such  persons 
in  regard  to  future  service  is  null  and  of  no  etfect. 
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A  release  is  surely  as  operative  as  the  retirement  of  aa  "invading 
army." 

Ill  addition  to  the  foregoing,  ex-Mayor  iMonroe  was  one  of  the  polit- 
ical prisoners  whom  the  Federal  agent  agreed  to  release  unconditionally 
in  common  with  all  others  in  conflnemeiit  at  that  time.  He  was  the  sub- 
ject of  correspondence  between  us,  and  I  more  than  once  demanded  his 
release  in  pursuance  of  the  agreement.  In  accordance  with  these  views, 
I  have  given  to  ex-Mayor  Monroe  a  paper,  which  I  have  officially  signed^ 
stating  that  he  was  released  from  the  obligations  of  the  parole  given 
by  him  on  the  1st  of  August,  18(53. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EO.  OTLD, 
Affent  of  ExchiDuje. 


Okolona,  Miss.,  September  1,  18Ho. 
Col.  B.  S.  EWELL,  ARnistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  By  re(iue.st  of  General  Ferguson  I  have  to-day  mailed  you 
the  Memphis  Bulletin,  giving  an  account  of  the  executioa  of  two  men 
belonging  to  Captain  Street's  command  after  their  capture  by  the 
enemy.  The  general  remarked  that  be  had  written  you  on  the  subject, 
and  wished  me  to  forward  the  newspaper  as  an  additional  proof  that 
the  colil-blooded  murder  has  actually  occurred. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  MAGEVXEY,  .Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding  ]\ende::cot(S. 


Headquarters,  Morton,  September  5,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Lee. 
By  command  of  Lieutenaut-General  Hardee: 

BEiJ'J.  S.  EWELL, 
Assintau t  Adjutant- General. 

[Socond  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Canton.  September  10,  lSii3. 
The  paper  alluded  to  never  reached  this  ofHce.  The  fact  of  the  two 
men  being  murdered  is  well  established  and  should  be  attended  to.  If 
the  papers  now  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Ewell  on  this  subject  be 
sent  me,  I  will  make  it  tlie  subject  of  a  communication  to  the  Federal 
commander  at  Memphis,  if  this  is  considered  necessary.  In  my  opinion 
retaliation  is  necessary. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  Trans-Mississippi, 

Sitre report,  La..  September  1,  i>i?o'. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor, 

CommandiiKj  District  of  Louisiana,  Alexandria.  La.: 
CiENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  commuuicadon  of  the  ■J.jd  ultimo,  inclos- 
ing correspondence  between  yourself  and  Major-General  Bnnks,  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  I  am  instructed  by  the  lieutenant  general  commanding 
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to  say  he  has  not  a  copy  of  the  cartel  at  hand,  but  his  impression  is  it 
requires  prisoners  should  be  paroled  and  sent  to  Vicksburg,  or  City 
Point  for  exchanges.  As  the  commanders  of  two  contending  armies, 
he  suggests  some  arrangemeut  be  entered  into  between  General  Banks 
and  yourself  by  which  an  understanding  may  exist  between  you  in 
regard  to  prisoners  captured  by  either  army. 

In  regard  to  the  two  otticers,  Captain  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Page, 
referred  to  iu  the  communication  of  General  Banks,  I  have  to  inform 
you  that  those  otHcers  are  not  iu  irons,  but  are  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  other  Federal  otHcers  wbo  have  been  sent  to  Texas. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Xew  Orleans,  September  2,  1863. 
Major-General  Taylor, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  Western  Louisiana: 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  August  23,  in  reference  to  the  release  of  prisoners  of  war  from 
the  parole  given  by  them  iu  consequence  of  the  violation  of  the  cartel 
of  exchange.  In  order  that  you  may  understand  fully  the  ground  of 
my  action  in  this  case,  I  inclose  to  you  copies  of  tlie  general  orders 
from  the  Adjutaut-Generars  Ottice  at  ^Vashingtou,  all  my  own  general 
orders  relating  to  this  subject,  and  a  letter  from  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners  in  regard  to  the  i^risoners  of  war  captured  at  Get- 
tysburg. These  documents  will  explain  fully  the  ground  upon  which 
my  decision  must  rest. 

You  will  readily  see  that  you  cannot  apply  to  the  paroled  prisoners 
of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  the  same  decision  upon  the  same 
grounds.  The  prisoners  of  war  captured  at  Port  Hudson  are  paroled 
upon  a  distinct  arrangement  made  between  Major-General  Gardner  and 
myself,  and  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  parole  were  agreed  to  and 
signed  by  the  respective  commanders  of  the  two  armies.  To  show  that 
the  Government  of  the  Ignited  States  did  not  expect  the  Confederate 
Government  to  regard  a  parole  given  in  contravention  of  the  cartel  of 
exchange,  I  nu\y  say  that  specitic  inquiry  was  made  of  me  whether  the 
parole  of  prisoners  of  war  was  made  with  the  consent  of  Major-General 
Gardner,  ui)on  the  supposition  that  if  it  was  not  so  made  the  parole 
would  not  be  regarded  by  the  Confederate  Government  and  the 
prisoners  would  be  immediately  placed  in  the  army. 

The  prisoners  of  war  referred  to  in  your  letter  were  not  delivered  at 
either  of  the  points  agreed  on  in  the  cartel  of  July,  1S62,  nor  to  any 
olticer  of  the  Cnited  States  duly  authorized  to  receive  them,  nor  were 
they  so  delivered  at  a  point  mutually  agreed  upon  between  or  by  the 
consent,  expressed  or  implied, of  the  commanders  of  theopposing  armies. 
Their  parole,  being  thus  unauthorized,  was  declared  void,  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  from  the  War  Department;  in  accordance  with 
the  notice  given  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  by  the 
C.  S.  comuiissiouer  of  exchange,  and  in  accordance  with  the  action 
of  General  Lee  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  iu  returning  to  duty, 
upon  the  same  ground,  prisoners  paroled  by  General  Meade  iu  the 
same  manner  and  under  similar  circumstances.  The  prisoners  taken 
by  the  United  States  were  regularly  paroled  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  cartel,  by  special  and  written  agreements  between  the 
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generals  eommandiug  the  opposing  forces,  viz,  between  Generals  Grant 
and  Pembertou  at  Vicksburg  and  between  Generals  Banks  and  Gard- 
ner at  Port  Hudson.  Their  paroles  were  in  every  respect,  in  form  and 
substance,  in  conformity  to  the  agreement  between  the'  bellioerents 
by  which  the  subject  is  governed,  viz,  the  cartel  of  July,  1802?  It  is 
proper  to  say  in  this  connection  that  the  paroles  previously  yiven  by 
agreement  between  Generals  Taylor  and  Weitzel.  for  example,  in  the 
case  of  the  Diana,  are  regarded  as  valid,  and  that  the  paroles  "admin- 
istered by  the  provost -marshals  of  the  United  States  at  Franklin,  New 
Iberia,  and  Opelousas  during  our  occupancy  of  the  Teche  country  are, 
for  the  above  reasons,  to  be  treated  as  void."  The  United  States  m\ikesi 
and  has  made,  no  complaints  in  regard  to  the  Gettysburg  prisoners] 
but  accepts  their  case  and  the  notice  given  by  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment as  determining  the  practice  in  all  cases'  and  as  requiring  in  every 
instance  an  exact  conformity  to  the  terms  of  the  cartel  of  exchange. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  resiiect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Mdjiir-dtneral,  Commandiu;/. 

Office  Commissary-General  df  Prisoners, 

\\'<i.sliin(/ton.  D.  (_'.,  September  :>,  1363. 
Rev.  John  M.  Krebs,   WaUlen,  .V.  1'.  .• 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,*  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
\\  ar,  communicating  an  application  from  a  chaplain  of  the  rebel  army 
to  be  permitted  to  attend  the  prisoners  of  war  at  the  ucneral  hospital 
on  Davids  Island,  has  been  referred  to  this  otHce.  It  is  not  thought 
advisable  to  associate  officers  and  enlisted  men,  prisoners  of  war, 
together,  owing  to  the  bad  effect  of  their  intiuence  and  example,  and 
there  is  probably  no  class  of  officers  whose  inrtuence  is  more  powerful 
to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  rebels  than  their  chaplain.  If  they  would 
confine  themselves  to  their  proper  calling  there  would  not  be  the  least 
objection  to  their  presence  among  the  sick  and  wounded,  but  as  this  is 
not  possible  it  would  be  very  injurious  policy  to  admit  them  in  the 
hospitals,  where  they  would  scarcely  preach  that  our  cause  is  righteous 
or  that  they  have  eim-aged  in  the  rebellion  without  a  cause. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third  Iiifuntrij  und  Comiiti.ssar!/-(icneral  of  Prisoners. 


Richmond.  Septeml)cr  3,  isas. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  .Meredith,  Apent  of  rj.rehmuie : 

Sir:  I  .send  you  the  accompanying;  letter  from  Capt.  W.  ('.  Bird  to 
the  Confederate  Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  one  of  the  many  conlirmatioiis  I  have  received  of  the  breach  of 
the  cartel  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  recent 
difficulties  about  that  instrument,  it  appears  that  vou  have  even  now 
m  conhnemeiit  oitieers  who  were  declared  exchanged  more  than  six 
months  ago.  1  am  very  sure  you  cannot  tind  a  I'ase  whine  aiiv  >uch 
hue  of  conduct  has  been  pursued  by  the  Confederate  States. 

Will  you  do  the  tardy  justice  of  releasing  Lieutenant  Blackwood  and 
all  others  who  have  been  declared  exchanged'; 

In  one  of  your  coininiinications  to  me  you  comiilaiued  that  nTtain 
recruits  captured  by  our  troops  were  retained  as  i.risoners.     We  have 


250  PRISONEES   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

at  least  never  tried  such  before  a  court-martial,  or  sentenced  them  to 
hard  labor  during  the  war.  I  am  willing  to  regard  all  such  as  prisoners 
of  war  and  subjects  of  exchange.  Will  you  agree  to  this?  Will  you 
deliver  Captain  Waller  and  his  men,  and  all  other  recruits  captured  by 
your  forces?  If  so,  I  will  be  happy  to  deliver  all  of  the  same  class  in 
our  possession,  the  party  having  excess  to  have  credit  for  the  same. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[iQClosnre,] 

Spotswood  House,  Richmond,  Augunt  .i'o,  1S63. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  statement  of  facts: 

That  I  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Perryville,  Ky.,  and  taken 
prisoner.  I  remained  in  Kentucky  seven  months;  was  then  ordered  on 
my  parole  to  Fort  Monroe,  reporting  at  Cincinnati  and  Baltimore. 

On  reporting  ati  Cincinnati  I  was  ordered  by  General  Burnside  to 
Camp  Chase.  I  there  made  another  demand  to  be  sent  forward.  The 
commandant  of  the  camp,  Majnr  Webber,  acknowledged  1  had  been 
exchanged  but  declined  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  I  was  at 
Camp  Chase  about  six  weeks.  I  was  then  sent  to  Jolinson's  Island. 
I  there  made  a  third  demand,  each  time  stating  the  time  of  my  capture 
and  claiming  to  have  been  exchanged  under  the  cartel  of  December, 
1862.  The  commandant  of  Johnson's  Island  consulted  the  Secretary 
of  War  at  Washington,  and  I  was  sent  from  the  Island  to  City  Point 
July  23  and  reached  the  latter  place  August  20. 

My  case  is  one  of  many  wounded  officers  and  men  captured  at  the 
same  time  I  was,  and  others  prior  to  that  time  are  now  at  Johnson's 
Island  and  other  prisons  North. 

Lieutenant  Blackwood,  of  an  Arkansas  regiment,  wounded  at  Perry- 
ville, and  by  no  means  recovered,  is  at  Johnson's  Island.  There  are  a 
number  of  others  whose  names  I  have  forgotten. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  case  of 
Capt.  William  Waller  and  others. 

Captain  Waller,  by  authority  from  General  Morgan,  weut  into  Ken 
tucky  to  recruit  a  company.  He  with  twelve  or  tifteen  recruits  were 
captured  at  Maysville,  Ky.  They  were  court-martialetl  and  Waller 
condemned  to  death,  tlie  recruits  to  hard  labor  during  the  war.  The 
sentence  of  Waller  was  commuted  and  he  is  now  at  Johnson's  Island  in 
close  confinement,  and  the  recruits  are  there  at  hard  labor. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  surgeons  and 
chaplains  of  the  Confederate  States  Government  now  in  the  hands  of 
Federals  are  held  as  prisoners  of  war  and  treated  as  such.  Sixty-five 
surgeons  and  twelve  chaplains  are  now  at  Fort  McHenry  and  have 
beiMi  informed  by  the  Federal  authorities  they  were  considered  ami 
held  as  i)risoners  of  war. 

All  of  which  I  respectfully  submit. 

W.  C.  BIRD, 
Captain  Company  C,  First  Florida  Regiment. 


Richmond,  September  2,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  I  bring  to  your  notice  the  inclosed  letter  from  a  returned  prisoner. 
You  are  aware  that  upon  your  reijiiest  consent  was  given  that  money 
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and  clothing  might  be  sent  to  your  prisoners.  They  have  received 
everything  which  has  been  forwarded  to  them.  You,  however,  can 
hardly  expect  that  any  such  rule  can  be  observed  on  our  part  when  you 
do  not  permit  money  or  clothing  to  be  sent  to  our  prisoners.  I  hope 
there  may  be  some  mistake  about  this  matter.  Will  you  make  inquiry 
into  it  and  let  me  know  the  facts? 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Incloaure.] 

RiCBDiOND,  August  2S,  1S63. 

I  certify  that  I  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  on 
the  morning  of  the  od  of  July  last;  that  I  was  thence  taken,  via  West- 
minster and  Baltimore,  to  the  military  prison  at  Fort  Delaware;  that 
whilst  there,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  mine  re(iuesting  a  small  amount  of 
money  and  clothing.  I  received  a  letter  from  my  sister  saying  that  my 
wants  were  to  be  supplied  through  Mr.  X.  F.  Owens,  a  merchant  of  lialti- 
more.  The  next  day  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Uwens  saying  that  my 
order  had  been  filled  and  sent  to  Adams  Express  Company  for  transporta- 
tion. When  1  inquired  at  the  ottice  of  the  sergeant  or  commissary  of 
prisoners  (the  proper  place  for  such  an  inquiry)  I  was  informed  that  by 
order  of  general  commanding  prisoners  thereafter  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  receive  clothing  or  money. 

The  following  day  an  order  was  published  to  the  prisoners  prohibit- 
ing them  from  writing  for  clothing  or  money,  and  they  were  frequently 
warned  in  my  presence  on  depositing  letters  for  transmission  to  their 
friends  that  if  they  contained  requests  for  those  articles  they  would  be 
destroyed. 

This  order  was  in  force  when  I  left,  July  30.  Prisoners  had  prior  to 
the  refusal  to  me  received  clothing  and  money  from  their  friends  in 
Baltimore  and  other  points. 

The  money  sent  me  from  home  ($25,  greenbacks)  was  handed  me  by 
General  Schoepf  a  iew  moments  before  I  left. 

U.  TILLARD  SMITH, 
Company  A,  First  Battalion  Manjland  Infantry. 


Special  Orders,  \         Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  208.  )'  Richmond,  September  2,  1S63. 

******* 
XVII.  So  much  of  paragraph  VIII,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  197,  current 
series,  as  refers  to  the  troops  to  be  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
Lieut,  (ien.  W.  J.  Hardee  is  amended  and  the  paroled  jirisouers  from 
^lissouri,  Arkansas,  and  Texas  are  hereby  included. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JX().  WITFIEi;S. 
Assistant  Ailjiitant-tiuncral. 


State  of  Connectici-t,  Executive  Department, 

yoricich.  Conn..  September  .i,  ISfJS. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Serrctari/  of   War,   Washington : 
Dear  Sir:   With  this  find  a  statement  from  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  Mystic  River,  Conn.,  respecting  the  capture  of  the  bark  Texana 
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with  Cap*-.  Thomas  E.  Wolfe  aud  twelve  others  of  his  crew  by  the 
piratical  steamer  Boston,  on  tiie  Ktth  of  June  hist,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi.  Captaiu  Wolfe  aud  most  of  his  crew  are  loyal  citizens 
of  this  State  and  are  now  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  in  Libby  Prison 
at  Richmond,  Va.  They  were  engaged  in  a  Lawful  business  on  private 
account,  and  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  question  whether  they  are 
rightly  held  as  prisoners  of  war.  an<l  if  they  are  to  request  you  to  take 
measures  to  secure  their  exchange  as  soon  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  service,  and  if  not  to  ask  if  you  cauuot  adopt  some 
etficient  measures  to  secure  their  early  discharge. 

I  am.  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  BUCKIis'GHAM, 

Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  September  0,  1863. 
Respectfully     referred     to    General     Hitchcock,    commissioner    of 
exchanges. 

By  order  of  the  tSeeretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Cieneral  ^leredith  will  lay  this  case  before  Mr.  (3uld  and  communi- 
cate the  answer,  returning  the  papers. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  <>f  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

L Third  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissioner  fob  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  11,  1S63. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Hon.  R.  Ould,  agent  of  exchange. 

''S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 

[Fourtli  indorsement.] 

Rich:\[OND,  September  15,  1S63. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Brigadier  (leueral  Meredith,  agent  of  ex- 
change. 

I  have  already  rejjlied  fully  to  this  matter  in  my  letter  to  General 
^leredith  of  August  1,  1803.  1  respectfully  suggest  that  a  reply  to  the 
proposition  therein  contained  should  have  been  given  before  a  second 
reference  of  the  same  matter  was  made.  The  officer  aud  crew  of  the 
Tevana  can  be  discharged  on  the  release  of  those  similarly  situated  in 
Federal  prisons.     The  intimation  of  insufficient  aud  bad  food  is  false. 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

:rnelo.sure.' 

Mystic   IIiver,  Conn.,  August  l^^,  1S63. 
His  l';.\cellency  William  A.  Buckingham, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut : 
Dear  Sir:  Wo.  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Groton 
and  Stoningtiii,,  beg  leave  to  submit  and  respectfully  ask  your  attention 
to  the  following  .-itateinent: 

On  the  Idth  diiy  i>f -luiie  last  the  American  bark  Texana.  commanded 
by  Cai)t.  Thomas  [•].  Wolfe,  wa.s  capiiired.  together  with  her  crew,  thir- 
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teen  all  told,  while  on  a  voyage  from  2^ew  York  to  ]S"ew  Orleans  with 
a  cargo  of  merchandise  on  private  citizens'  account,  and  burned  'some 
twenty  miles  from  the  Balize,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
The  captor  was  the  steamer  Boston,  under  the  command  of  one  James 
Duke,  assisted  by  fifteen  others.  She  (the  Boston)  had  been  captured 
the  day  before  by  this  same  crew.  The  pilot  of  the  Texana  was  allowed 
to  .uo  free;  but  the  captain  and  crew  were  sent  to  Mobile  and  thence 
as  it  appears  from  a  letter  received  from  the  mate,  Mr.  Sawyer,  dated 
June  Ufi,  to  the  Libby  Prison  in  Richmond. 

We  would  therefore  respectfully  ask  that  you  would  use  your  iutlu- 
ence,  ofticial  and  personal,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  sood, 
that  these  men  may  be  paroled,  exchanged,  or  otherwise  relievedlrom 
their  present  confinement. 

CHAS.  MALLORV. 
[And  nine  otliers.J 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

yew  Orleans,  September  j',  lsn.3, 
Ma|.  Gen.  Richard  Taylor, 

Commari'Ung  Cn/ederate  Forces,  Western  Louisiana: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acicnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
t^.r  referring  to  the  arrest  of  citizens  between  Opelousas  and  Alexan- 
dna  immediately  after  the  murder  of  Oapt.  Howard  Dwight,  an  officer- 
of  my  stall.  The  operations  in  whicli  I  was  then  eng^a^ed  and  the 
subsequent  release  of  the  citizens  arrested  under  that^order  have 
occasioned  delay  in  responding  to  your  inquiry. 

I  directed  the  release  of  the  citizens  arrested  in  pursuance  (if  this 
order,  hrst,  because  they  had  not  received  previous  notice  of  my  determi- 
nation in  such  cases,  and  second,  because  at  the  time  of  the  release 
they  had  suiiered  sufficiently  to  make  known  to  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  lived  the  consequences  of  such  crimes  as  that 
to  winch  the  order  referred.  I  desire  to  say  to  you  that  I  shall  act 
upon  the  principles  stated  in  my  order,  a  copy  of  whicli  I  believe  was 
sent  to  you,  whenever  such  occurrences  as  that  to  which  it  relates 
shall  be  repeated.  It  is  in  accordance  not  only  with  the  principles  of 
justice,  but  with  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  I  need  not  refer  you 
to  instances  of  this  character  that  have  occurred  in  the  campaions  of 
the  ablest  generals  of  Europe.  I  appreciate  fullv,  general,  the  justice 
ot  the  sentiment  you  express  in  your  note  in  regard  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  the  unhappy  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  but  they  do 
not  apply  to  the  case  of  Captain  Dwight.  There  "is  no  officer  more 
earnestly  desirous  of  ameliorating  the  severities  of  war  than  myself, 
but  I  believe  that  the  recognition  of  Just  principles  of  piiiiishmeut,  in 
cases  deserving  it,  and  making  that  determination  public,  will  beamoii'T 
the  most  etiective  methods  of  restraining  men  to  lines  of  conduct 
which  they  can  consistently  and  hoiiorabiv  pursue.  It  was  for  this  pur- 
pose that  my  order  was  issued  and  executed.  1  respect  the  rights  of 
men  engaged  in  war,  because  they  are  responsible  for  their  acts,  and 
whenever  any  man  tails  in  battle  or  is  captured  I  am  desirous  of 
extending  to  lum  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  everv  assistance  he  can 
re(|uire.  It  is  because  as  a  soldier  he  is  bound  to  ])erform  the  duties  of 
a  soldier,  and  iie  ought  to  suffer  only  the  legitimate  conseipience  of  his 
acts.  But  men  who  abandon  the  ranks  of  their  armv,  hiegim;'  behind 
upon  plantations,  in  villages  and  towns,  throwing  otf  the  equipments 
and  customs  of  a  soldier,  have  no  right  to  the  immunities  of  soldiers 
It  they  assume  to  exercise  his  power  of  wounding  or  killing  those  whom 
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they  assume  to  be  enemies.  Such  acts  are  not  legitimate  acts  of  war, 
and  can  only  be  considered  and  punished  if  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, as  assassinations. 

On  my  march  through  the  Teche  country  I  passed  hundreds  of  men 
in  the  ditferent  villages  and  towns  arrayed  as  citizens,  disclaiming  to 
have  belonged  to  the  army,  or  to  have  arms  iu  tliis  contest,  whom  I 
had  every  reason  to  believe  had  but  recently  been  soldiers.  I  allowed 
them  to  remain  where  I  found  them,  upon  their  own  protestations, 
enjoying  undisturbed  the  peaceful  rights  of  citizens — such  substan- 
tially was  the  case  of  the  men  who  murdered  Captain  Dwight.  They 
had  abandoned  the  army  to  which  they  belonged,  they  had  suffered 
my  columns  to  pass  them,  secreting  themselves  in  the  houses  or  on 
the  plantations  upon  the  line  of  the  road  that  we  had  passed,  pro- 
fessiug  not  to  be  soldiers,  but  assuming  to  be  peaceful  citizens,  and 
receiving  protection.  After  the  army  had  [lassed,  when  a  single  officer 
upon  the  trail  of  his  command  follows  his  columns,  these  men  take  to 
their  arms  again  and  deliberately  murder  him. 

The  facts  in  this  case,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  are  not  as  they 
are  represented  to  you.  Tliese  three  men  challenged  an  officer  unat- 
tended except  by  a  body  servant,  both  unarmed.  Perceiving  that  his 
challengers  were  armed,  he  halted, both  unarmed;  upon  their  demand  he 
surrendered.  The  bayou  running  between  them  made  it  impossible  for 
them  to  capture  him  when  so  many  of  our  troops  were  on  the  road,  both 
in  the  front  and  rear,  and  to  prevent  his  escape,  whom  they  could  not 
capture  according  to  the  rules  of  war,  knowing  him  to  be  unarmed,  and 
after  his  surrender  to  them  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  they  deliberately  mur- 
dered him.  It  is  the  same  as  if  a  soldier,  unable  to  capture  a  wounded 
prisoner  in  order  to  secure  possession,  otherwise  impossible,  should 
murder  him.  In  other  words,  being  unable  to  execute  their  assumed 
right  of  capture,  they  committed  the  crime  of  assassination.  I  need 
not  say  to  you,  because  it  is  no  part  of  the  case  yuu  are  to  consider,  that 
Captain  Dwight  was  one  of  the  most  upright  and  exemplary  young 
men  of  his  country.  Never,  iu  a  single  instance  iu  his  short  but  bril- 
liant career,  had  he  failed  to  recognize  what  was  due  from  a  high-toned 
and  heroic  officer.  On  our  march  to  Opelousas  and  while  iu  occupation 
of  that  towu  he  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  restrain  lawless  men 
from  infringement  upon  the  personal  rights  or  the  appropriation  to 
their  owu  uses  of  the  property  of  citizens  of  that  town,  and  contrib- 
uted much  to  bring  to  the  punishment  of  death  men  who  had  violated 
alike  the  laws  of  war  and  of  property.  His  name  and  character  were 
without  blemish.  The  man  does  not  live  that  can  charge  upon  him  the 
commission  of  a  dishonorable  act  or  the  omission  of  any  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  laws  of  humanity  or  of  honor.  It  is  deeply  to  be 
regretted  that  such  a  man  should  lose  his  life  under  such  circum- 
stances, but  it  illustrated  ton  stroni,'ly  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  that 
and  other  campaigns  to  allow  it  to  pass  without  permanent  correction, 
and  if  the  sacritice  of  his  Hie  shall  result  in  sutt'ering  so  flagrant  an 
abuse  of  the  rules  of  war  and  establish  a  different  system  of  conduct, 
he  will  have  achieved  as  great  a  good  as  other  men  accomplish  iu  the 
longest  life.  His  career  will  have  closed  with  the  evidence  of  his 
untiring  ettbrts  to  restrain  lawless  men  from  the  commission  of  crimes, 
and  the  sacritice  of  his  lite  will  illustrate  the  open  and  flagrant  disre- 
gard of  these  principles  by  the  men  in  arms  against  his  country. 

I  know,  very  well,  general,  as  you  say,  that  the  citizens  living  up<m 
the  line  of  march  cannot  be  -aid  to  ha\e  been  active  parties  to  tins  act, 
and  are  not  liable  to  puuishmcut  as  iuincii)als  iu  the  transaction;  but 
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it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  three  men  who  committed  this  murder  had 
been  housed,  protected,  secreted,  clothed,  and  fed  during  the  night 
preceding  and  the  day  of  the  murder;  that  they  had  received  infor- 
mation from  the  people  living  ou  the  line  of  march  of  the  approach  and 
passage  of  our  troops,  and,  knowing  that  the  way  was  clear,  they 
stealthily  appeared  in  arms  upon  the  approach  of  a  single  unarmed 
officer.  It  ought  to  be  said  to  these  peoiile  and  to  all  people,  whether 
in  arms  or  not,  that  if  they  protect,  secrete,  encourage,  assist,  feed,  aud 
clothe  men  who  abandon  the  army  on  its  march  for  the  assassination  of 
stragglers  who  may  fall  behind  the  columns,  that  they  must  suffer  the 
consequences  of  such  acts.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  justice  aud  of  war,  and  I  need  not  say  to  you,  general,  that  1  will 
enforce  them  so  far  as  I  am  connected  with  this  service,  both  against 
the  people  who  assume  to  be  friends  as  against  tbose  who  oppose  the 
Government  I  serve;  satisKed  that  this,  if  it  can  be  effectually  done, 
will  put  an  end  to  one  of  the  most  infamous  and  barbarous  practices  of 
uncivilized  war.  I  repeat,  1  appreciate  the  importance  aud  justice  of 
the  sentiments  embodied  in  your  letter,  but  respectfully  submit  that 
they  do  nota])ply  to  the  case  in  question. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  V"ur  obedient  servant, 

N.   I'.  BAXIvS, 
Major- General,  Cummanding. 

Office  Provost -Marshal, 

Fort  McHenry,  /September  3,  1863. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  McHenry,  Md.: 

General  :  In  accordance  with  an  order  from  headquarters  Second 
Separate  Brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  until  I  received  the 
report  of  Medical  Inspector  George  Suekley,  U.  S.  Volunteers,'  I  was 
wholly  ignorant  of  any  inspection  having  been  made  of  tlie  building 
used  as  a  prison  house  at  this  post,  as  were  all  connected  with  this 
department.  Could  I  have  had  the  honor  of  explaining  to  Surgeon 
Suekley,  I  could  undoubtedly  have  convinced  him  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  an  utter  impossibility  to  keep  the  prison  in  a  state 
of  cleanliness. 

I  would  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
building  referred  to  was  formerly  used  as  a  stable:  that  the  only  altera- 
tions made  since  its  use  as  a  prison  have  been  in  throwing  up  some 
board  partitions;  that  even  the  old  stalls  still  remain,  and  that  at  the 
outside  it  ought  not  to  receive  more  than  300  prisoners.  I  would  also 
respectfully  state  tliat  during  my  term  of  service  I  have  had  almost 
constantly  O"  hand  over  (500  i)risonei's,  over  500  of  whom  I  have  had  to 
confine  in  this  stable  and  the  small  inclosure  around  it,  making  it  an 
impossibility,  where  men  of  all  classes  are  thus  lun Idled  together,  to 
keep  it  in  a  proper  condition. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  repairs  and  alterations  now 
being  made  in  this  building  through  your  influence,  of  the  new  barracks 
now  being  erected  by  order  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 
showing  his  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  better  accommodation  for  the 
number  of  prisoners  confined  here. 

I  would  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Murray,  <-oiniiianding  post,  in  his  monthly  inspection, 
accompanied  by  the  post  adjutant,  former  provost-marshal. 

'  See  p.  240. 
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Feeling,  general,  that  I  have  worked  faithfully  and  hard  since  my 
appointment  to  this  post,  and  done  all  possible  under  the  circumstances 
for  the  comfort  and  benetit  of  prisoners,  and  knowing  that  in  a  short 
time,  with  the  means  now  at  my  disposal,  I  can  place  the  building  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  seek  myself  an  inspection  from  the  medical 
director, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  AXDREWS,  Jr., 
Lieut.,  Fifth  Xew  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  Provost-Marshal. 


Office  Commissaky-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  3,  1863. 

IMaJ.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that 
hereafter  deserters  from  the  rebel  army  found  within  the  limits  of  your 
command  will  be  disposed  of  primarily  at  your  discretion.  If  dis- 
charged ou  taking'  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  on  other  terms  a  descriptive 
list  of  each  case  will  be  preserved  at  your  headquarters  and  a  copy 
transmitted  to  this  office  as  a  means  of  detecting  any  violation  of  the 
condition  of  the  discharge. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFF.iIAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same   to    General    Cadwalader,    Philadelphia,    with  slight  verbal 
changes;  General  Heintzelman,  Defenses  of  Washington.) 


Office  CoiniissARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  September  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  E.Tchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  There  are  a  number  of  citizens  on  parole  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  whoso  exchange  should  be  covered  by  a  declaration 
similar  to  that  made  by  Mr.  Ould,  section  8  of  declaration  Xo.  5,  with 
the  limitations  indicated  in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Ludlow  of  June  17, 
IStio.  Please  refer  to  Colonel  Ludlow's  letter  to  me  of  June  19, 18*53,  in 
which  he  proposes  to  make  the  necessary  correction  in  the  next  declara- 
tion, and  also  to  his  letter  of  June  10.  I  have  several  applications  for 
exchange  of  civilians  before  me,  but  as  the  above  will  cover  all  cases  I 
do  not  refer  to  them. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel    Third   Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Co^ntissARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners. 

Wanhinijton,  P.  C,  September  3,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  1'ierson, 

Conananding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  2(3th  asking  for  information  as  to  the 
probable  number  who  will  be  held  at  the  dejiot  is  received.    There  is 
not  at  this  time  any  jn'ospect  of  any  further  deliveries  of  prisoners  on 
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parole,  aud  you  may  therefore  expect  that  as  many  will  be  sent  to  the 
island  as  the  barraciis  cau  accommodate,  and  you  will  immediately  take 
steps  to  obtain  such  a  supply  of  all  necessary  stores  as  will  meet  all 
demands  during  the  winter,  maiiing  due  allowance  tor  the  time  when 
the  crossing  may  be  interrupted  by  insecure  ice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


War  Dept.,  Peovost-Marshal-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washin(/ton,  IJ.  C,  ^September  3,  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  Jajies  Oakes,  U.  S.  Army, 

Acting  Assistant  Fro rost  Marshal- Oerieral,  Springfield,  III.. 
Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Provost-Marshal-Geueral  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receii)t  of  your  communication  of  the  I'tJth  ultimo,  inclosing 
letter  from  C.  P.  llobiuson  asking  to  be  detailed  with  100  other  paroled 
men  from  Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  to  assist  in  enforcing  the  draft  in 
Illinois,  requesting  that  their  services  be  obtained,  if  possible.  In  reply 
I  am  instructed  to  s;iy  that  the  papers  were  referred  to  Col.  William 
Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  aud  returned  with  the  fol- 
lowing indorsemeut: 

Office  Co.m.missaky-(_;enekal  of  Prisoners, 

Septemher  .',  1S63. 
Soldiers  on  parole  ciiDnot.  without  violating  it,  be  employed  luenforcia'r  the  draft. 
Respectfully  returned. 

WILLLA.x\I  HOFFMAN, 
Commi»nary-t!eneral  of  Prisoners. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  STONE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Xo.  Hi.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  6',  1863. 

I.  From  and  after  this  date  no  permits  whatever  will  be  granted  to 
visit  the  prisoners  confined  m  the  various  military  i)risons  of  this  depart- 
ment, excepting  from  these  beadciuarters,  from  Brig.  Gen.  X.  C.  -McLean, 
provost  marshal-geuenil.  or  the  comin;inders  of  the  different  districts  in 
which  said  military  jjrisons  are  located:  and  in  uo  case  will  such  per- 
mits be  given  to  any  citizens  without  their  tirst  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. 

IL  A  reasonable  amonnt  of  underclothing  will  be  allowed  to  be  sent 
to  the  prisoners  by  their  friends;  and  such  outside  clothing  (of  a  gray 
color)  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  officer  commanding  the  prison  may  be 
absolutely  necessary. 

By  command  of  Major-Goueral  Bnrnsidc: 

VV.  P.  ANDERSON. 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Indorsi-njeruJ 
HEAI)(n'ARTEES    DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   OHIO, 

Cincinnati,  September  :.'ii,  lS'i3. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Ilotfman,  V.  S.  Army,  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  who  will  {)lease  indorse  hereon  what  moditicatious, 
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if  auy,  this  order  requires  to  make  it  conform  to  iastructions  or  orders 
from  office  of  the  Commissary-Geueral  of  Prisoners. 

■A,  E.  BURNSIDB, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
By  W.  P.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

JS'ear  Crystal  Springs,  September  3,  1863. 
Col.  B.  S.  Ewell,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  instructions  1  submit  the  following  report 
in  reference  to  the  hanging-  and  shooting  of  Federal  prisoners  and 
negroes  in  arms  captured  at  Jackson,  La.,  on  the  3d  ultimo: 

Several  negroes  were  captured  at  that  place  and  turned  over  to  a 
guard  from  Colonel  Griffith's  Arkansas  regiment  mounted  infantry. 
I  was  in  front  of  the  command  when  a  report  came  to  me  that  Colonels 
Griffith  and  Powers  had  marched  the  negroes  forward  before  the  com- 
mand left  camp  at  Centerville,  and  supposing  they  had  taken  the  wrong 
road  I  sent  a  staff  officer  to  turn  them  back,  who  came  back  to  me  and 
reported  that  they  said  they  would  join  the  command  via  near  route 
in  advance  of  Centerville.  After  some  time  these  officers  came  up  and 
brought  no  negroes.  I  immediately  demanded  "what  disposition  had 
been  made  of  them,''  when  tliey  reported  in  substance  what  is  stated 
in  their  inclosed  reports.  Other  reports  came  saying  they  had  been 
sent  to  Mobile,  &c.  I  rebuked  Colonels  Powers  and  Griffith  severely 
for  making  any  disposition  of  them  without  my  orders. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  the  negroes  were  summarily  disposed  of,  by 
whom  I  cannot  say,  as  all  deny  auy  other  statements,  except  the  inclosed 
letters  of  Colonels  Powers  and  Griffith.  I  do  not  know  that  any  Fed- 
eral officers  or  soldiers  were  missing. 

The  whole  transaction  was  contrary  to  my  wishes  and  against  my  own 
consent.  In  regard  to  the  hanging  of  negroes  captured  after  the  tight, 
lean  only  submit  the  inclosed  communication*  from  Brigadier-General 
Andrews,  U.  S.  Army,  and  my  reply,*  which  fully  explains  my  position, 
and  which  I  presume  is  a  final  terminus  to  the  affair. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  L.  LOGAN, 

Commanding  Brigade. 

[Indorseraent.  ] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Canton,  September  17,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

Do  not  consider  it  to  the  interest  of  the  service  that  this  matter  be 
further  investigated  at  present,  as  a  court  of  inquiry  or  court  martial 
will  afford  the  only  means  of  gaining  correct  information. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[InclosureXo.  L] 

Headquarters, 
Near  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  September  :?,  1863. 
Col.  John  Griffith, 

Commanding  Regiment  Arkansas  Infantry: 
( 'OLONEL :  lyclosed  find  an  order  from  General  Johnston,  which  I  am 
diiected  by  Colonel  Logan  to  forward  to  you,  it  having  been  rumored 

"  isee  Andrews  tu  Logan,  August  5,  p.  177,  and  Logan  to  Andrews,  August  8,  p.  189. 
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in  camps  that  your  command  captured  and  hung  or  shot  certain  Fed- 
eral prisoners  and  negroes  in  arms  at  Jackson,  La.,  on  the  3d  ultimo. 

Colonel  Logan  directs  that  you  make  a  full  report  of  all  the  facts 
attendant  upon  this  matter  and  forward  the  same  in  writing  without 
delay  to  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NED  WARREN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Col.  Frank  Powers,  chief  of  cavalry.) 

[IncloHiire  No.  '2.] 

Headquarters  Consolidated  Regiment, 

Siptember  ~',  1S6-^. 
Colonel  Logan,  Commanding  Brigade: 

Colonel:  hi  reply  to  your  note  just  received  and  lierewith  inclosed 
I  would  say  that  a  squad  of  negroes  was  captured  on  or  about  tlie 
3d  of  August  at  Jackson,  La.  When  the  command  started  back  the 
negroes,  under  guard,  were  ordered  ou  in  advance  of  the  conunand,  and 
learning  that  the  guard  liad  taken  the  wrong  road.  Colonel  Powers  and 
myself  rode  on  in  advance  to  put  them  in  tlie  pro[ier  route  for  camp. 
About  the  time  we  were  reaching  them,  or  shortly  before,  four  of  the 
negroes  attempted  to  escape.  They  were  immediately  tired  into  by  the 
guard.  This  created  some  esciteuieiit  and  a  general  stampede  among 
them,  all  attempting  to  effect  their  escape,  whereupon  the  tiring  became 
general  upon  them  from  the  guard,  and  few,  I  think,  succeeded  in 
making  good  their  escape.  There  were  no  Federal  prisoners  among 
them,  having  been  separated  the  night  previous.  No  further  particu- 
lars remembered. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  (tRIFFITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

September  J,  186H. 
.ToHN  L.  Logan,  Colonel,  Commanding : 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  the  inclosed  order  I  would  say  as(|ua<l 
of  negroes  (in  arms)  weie  captured  at  .Fackson,  La. 

The  morning  after  the  attair  at  .fackson.  Colonel  Griffith  and  myself 
ordered  the  negroes  several  hours  in  advance  of  the  command,  so  as  to 
arrive  in  camp  at  the  proper  time.  Finding  the  guard  took  the  wrong 
road,  myself  and  (^olonel  Criftith  rode  in  advance  of  the  (command  so  as 
to  notify  them  of  the  fact  ami  order  tiiem  back.  On  the  route  back 
four  of  the  uegroes  attempted  to  escape.  I  ordered  the  guard  to  shoot 
them  down.  In  the  confusion  the  other  negroes  attempted  to  cscai)e 
likewise.  1  tiien  orilered  every  one  shot,  and  with  my  six  shooter 
assisted  in  the  execution  of  the  order.  1  believe  few  escaped,  most  of 
them  being  killed  instantly. 
There  were  not  any  Federal  j)risoners  with  the  negroes. 
I  am,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

FRANK  POWERS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
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Saint  Louis,  September  4, 1863. 
Colonel  KiNCAiD,  Alton,  III.: 

Use  extra  vigilance  about  guarding  the  prison  at  night,  as  we  have 
grounds  for  supposing  that  efforts  may  be  made  from  without  to  rescue 
the  prisoners. 

JAS.  O.  BROADHBAD, 

Provost-Marshal- General. 


Washing-ton,  September  3,  ItitiS. 
General  Meredith: 

You  are  authorized  to  offer  iu  exchange  for  General  Graham  any  one 
of  the  brigadier-generals  paroled  by  General  Grant  and  now  in  the 
South.  You  will  not  offer  auy  officer  now  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  iu 
the  North. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  ttc. 


HEAD(irA.RTBRS    DEPARTMENT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  5,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

CommiHsanj- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Colonel  :  Yours  of  the  Sd  iiistaut  is  received.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
special  cases  of  exchange  of  civilians.  I  inclose  for  your  approval  a 
declaration  of  exchange  in  accordance  with  section  8  of  declaration  No. 
5.  by  the  rebel  agent,  with  the  limitations  indicated  iu  yours  of  June 
17, 1S6.'3,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow.  I  shall  await  your  decision  ou 
this  before  notifying  tlie  rebel  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

P.  S. — I  have  included  sutlers,  a.a  the  rebels  have  done. 

[Inclosure. ) 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fortress  }[onroe,  Va.,  September  .5,  1863. 
All  civilians  and  sutlers  who  have  been  arrested  by  the  Confederate 
authorities  at  any  time  before  September  1,  1863,  and  who  have  beeu 
received  at  City  Point  or  at  other  places  across  our  lines,  are  hereby 
discharged  from  auy  anil  every  obligation  contained  in  any  parole  they 
may  have  given  to  the  enemy. 

S.   A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  J>.  C,  September   'i,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Mason,  Commanding,  Colnmbits,  Ohio: 

(tENEKal:   I  have  the  honor  to  ini'lose  herewith  rolls*  of  the  jiaroled 
prisoners   of    war   recently    arrived    at   Camp    Chase,    whose    paroles 

"  Uuiitted. 
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being  dated  after  the  22d  of  May,  and  they  not  having  been  delivered 
at  a  place  designated  in  tlie  cartel,  are  not  valid,  and  these  men  should 
therefore,  under  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  heretofore  issued 
be  ordered  to  their  resjiiEents.  Those  named  on  the  rolls  who  were 
captured  at  Gettysbui  g  must  he  deserters  from  their  regiments  as  all 
who  were  paroled  at  that  place  were  soon  after  ordered  to  join  their 
regiments,  which  order  these  men.  it  would  a"ppear,  failed  to  obey  I 
wouhl  respectfully  suggest  that  all  soldiers  reporting  at  Camp  (jliase 
under  paroles  which  are  not  valid  be  not  reported  among  the  paroled 
troops,  but  ordered  to  duty  at  once,  to  be  sent  to  their  regiments  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN. 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


HEADnUARTEES    DKPAET^rENT    OF    WEST    VIRGINIA, 

„  ,   „^   „  Dublin,  September  ,7,  ISBS. 

Col.  TV  .  H.  Powell,  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  (•ommunication  of  August  29  the  major- 
general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  vou  are  not  in  close 
confinement  by  his  order.  Two  charges  alleged  against  you  were 
c(.mmunicated  to  the  War  Dei>artment,  with  the  suggestion  that  they 
be  investigated  before  you  were  exchans>ed.  One  of  the  chari>-es  was 
tor  shooting  a  Confederate  prisoner  deliberately.  This  charge  was 
made  by  one  of  your  own  men,  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  Wythe- 
ville  raid,  and  who  volunteered  the  information.  He  says  he  saw  you 
commit  the  murder.  The  other  charge  was  burning  the  houses  and 
barns  of  Messrs.  Handley  and  Feamster,  near  Lewisburg,  on  or  about 
the  night  of  the  Wth  or  loth  of  January  last,  in  violation  of  all  law 
civil  and  military.  Mr.  Handley's  house  was  set  on  fire  when  his  wife 
and  children  were  in  bed  asleep,  and  they  just  had  time  to  escape 
without  shoes  or  proper  clothing,  on  a  very  cold  night.  If  vou  can 
show  that  these  acts  were  not  committed  by  you  or  your  authority  or 
itconimitted  by  you  when  acting  under  orders,  the  authorities  wiil'no 
(lonbt  place  you  on  a  footing  with  other  prisoners.  Any  communica- 
tion you  desire  to  make  to  ( ieneral  Scammon  or  other  officers  to  procure 
the  necessary  proof,  will,  if  forwarded  to  these  headquarters,  be  for- 
warded by  Hag  of  truce. 
Kespectfully,  &c., 

W.  B.   MYERS, 
Major  inid  A.'isi.stuHt  Adjiitant-deneral. 

;iliiloi-enipnt.; 

Ltbby  PRIS(^^f,  Eichmnnd.  T(/.,  Srptemlier  .9rt,  1S03. 
In  answer  to  the  within  charges  I  respectfullv  reidy  as  fol'lows.to 
wit:  The  charge  of  shooting  the  (;onfe<lerate  soldier  is,  as  I  sun.x.se 
based  upon  the  fact  of  my  having  shot  a  ('onfederate  soldier  in  a  roni- 
iar  cavalry  charge,  made  by  me  on  the  Tth  of  Jaiiuarv.  IS(;-'  in  ,,bedi- 
eiice  to  an  order  from  Col.  William  M.  B,.l]es.  Second"  Regiinent  West 
Virginia  Volunteer  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  who  was  then  commamlin-r 
said  regiment  and  present  at  the  time  the  char-e  was  imide  and  the 
man  siiot.  a  written  statement  of  which.  containin<r  the  facts  in  the 
case.  IS  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretiirv  of  War,  rnited  States  of 
America,  furnished  by  said  Col.  W.  M.  BoUes. 
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The  second  charge,  to  wit,  that  of  burning  the  houses  and  barns  of 
Messrs.  Haudley  and  Feaiuster,  was  done  by  an  order  issued  by  Brig. 
Gen.  George  Crook,  U.  S.  Army,  to  J.  C.  Paxton,  colonel  commanding 
Second  Kegimeut  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  and 
transmitted  to  me  by  Colonel  Paxton.  Said  property  was  fii'ed  by  iny 
order  about  the  time  referred  to,  after  a  notice  of  twenty  minutes  had 
expired,  and  assistance  Tendered  to  clear  the  house.  The  object  in 
tiring  said  i)roperty  was  to  draw  two  regiments  of  C.  S.  troops,  then  in 
and  near  Centerville,  Monroe  County,  W.  Va.,  to  Lewisburg,  in  Green- 
brier County,  to  clear  the  road  for  the  laovement  of  a  detachment  of 
the  Second  West  N'irgiuia  Cavalry,  under  command  of  said  Colonel 
Paxton,  wtio  was  under  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia 
Jiailroad  to  destroy  tlie  railroad  bridge  across  New  River,  said  <letach- 
ment  being  compelled  to  pass  through  Centerville  en  route  for  said 
bridge,  which  point  could  not  have  been  passed  until  after  said  demon- 
stration was  made  on  Lewisburg,  or  in  its  direction,  to  draw  said  troops 
from  said  point. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  POWELL, 
Colonel  Second  Retjiment  Went  Virginia   Vol.  Cavalnj,  U.  S.  Army. 


C.  S.  Military  Prison  Hospital, 

Richmond,  Vu.,  September  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder, 

Commanding  Department  of  Henrico: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Libby  Prison  and 
hospital : 

The  buildings  used  for  the  above  purposes,  situate  at  the  corner  of 
Cary  and  Twentieth  streets,  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  now  used. 

The  prevailing  wind  fsouth),  unobstructed  by  adjacent  buildings, 
secures  thorough  \'eutilation. 

The  strict  attention  pai<l  to  cleanliness  has  secured  an  entire  exemp- 
tion friuii  tyi)lius  or  jail  fever,  not  a  single  case  having  occurred  since 
I  have  been  in  charge  fJanuary  L'O). 

During  the  past  quarter  thirteen  cases  of  scurvy  have  been  admitted 
into  the  hospital. 

Of  smallpox  only  tive  cases  have  occurred. 

Contrary  to  my  advice  an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Federal  Army  vac- 
cinated a  number  of  the  officers  with  pus  (not  lymi>h)  takeu  from  the 
arm  of  another  assistant  surgeon  (also  a  prisoner),  producing  a  spurious 
form  of  vaccination  from  which  a  number  are  now  sutfeiing.  This 
virus  had  probably  passed  tluough  a  system  attectcd  with  secondary 
syphilis. 

Typhoid  fever  is  of  rare  occurrence,  but  two  cases  having  been 
admitted  during  tlie  last  month. 

Dysentery  and  diarrliea  have  been  the  prevailing  diseases  for  the 
last  three  uKuiths.  The  cases  have  been  mild  in  <'haracter  and  have 
yielded  readily  to  treatment. 

The  tliiors  of  the  hospital  are  scrubbed  once  daily;  swei)t  thrice  and 
oftener  if  required. 

Strict  attention  is  paid  to  tlie  wasliing  and  ironing  of  clothing  and 
ventilation  of  hospital. 

Bathrooms  and  water  closets  are  attached  to  each  floor. 
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The  latter  are  on  the  outside  of  the  building  and  are  kept  scrupalouslv 
clean. 

Medicines  and  instruments  of  the  finest  quality  are  furnished  by  the 
medical  purveyor  of  the  C.  S.  Army. 

Diet  abundant  and  usually  of  good  quality;  is  well  cooked  and  gen- 
erally is  in  excess. 

[  purchase  any  delicacy  for  special  cases  that  may  be  required. 

In  my  opinion  fewer  cases  of  scurvy  have  occurred  in  tiiis  prison  than 
would  have  occurred  among  the  same  number  of  men  subjected  to  the 
pcivations  of  camp  life,  and  I  believe  the  disease  could  be  entirely  pre- 
vented by  the  issuing  of  one  ration  daily  of  fresh  vegetables. 

Added  to  this  report  will  be  found  a  report  of  the  number  of  cases 
treated  for  the  last  three  months,  and  list  of  mortality. 

One  hundred  patients  is  rather  under  the  average  of  cases  treated 
daily  in  prison  (piarters  and  on  Helle  Isle  whose  names  are  not  recorded 
and  who  do  require  hospital  treatment. 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  hospital  iluriiij;  the  iiumtli  of  June,  ISliS 170 

Cases  of  scurvy , 

Deaths U 

CasfS  treated  in  July .,.y^ 

Cases  of  scurvy "  . 

Deaths . ., 

Cases  treated  in  AugTist 047 

Cases  of  scurvy '   "■ , 

Deaths i. 


Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  WILKINS, 
Surgeon  of  Lihby  Prinon  Post. 


TJ.  S.  General  Hospital, 
Qettyshurr],  Pa.,  September  ij,  13fl3. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Cnmvusaary-General  of  Prisoners: 

The  prisoners  of  war  in  this  hospital  are  those  remaining  wounded 
prisoners,  the  severity  of  whose  wounds  have  prevented  their  removal 
to  other  hospitals.  At  the  date  of  inspection  594  wounded  prisoners 
were  remaining  and  109  attendants,  also  prisoners.  Seven  surgeons 
who  were  with  them  when  captured  still  remain  on  duty  and  are^ gen- 
erally useful.  The  surgeon  in  charge  informed  me  that  he  had  use  for 
them  all,  as  contract  i)hysicians  woidd  have  to  be  employed  in  their 
place.  There  are  about  the  same  number  of  U.  S.  soldiers  in  this  hos- 
pital and  the  patients  have  been  separated  as  far  as  practicable.  It  is 
a  large  camp  hospital  and  the  patients  all  fare  alike  and  are  well  cared 
tor  in  every  way.  Tiie  camp  is  in  excellent  condition  and  kept  in  o-ood 
police;  the  kitchen  well  organized  and  food  of  excellent  quality^md 
well  prepared  is  furnished  to  the  patients.  The  professional  attend- 
ance is  ample  and  of  good  (|uality.  The  prisoners  are  very  cheerful  and 
well  contented  with  their  present  condition.  The  present  guard  con- 
sists of  one  cai)tain,  one  lieutenant,  and  fifty  six  privates,  ft  is  very 
inetticient.  Pants,  shirts,  and  socks  are  needed.  A  sufficient  supply 
ot  hospital  clothing  remains  on  hand.  Have  a  sutler  who  is  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  hospital.  The  general  instructions  furnished  by  the 
Commissary  (ieneral  of  Prisoners  have  been  adhered  to.  In  my  oi)in- 
lou  this  hospital  can  be  broken  up  in  a  month  hence,  as  all  the  patients 
then  remaining  will  be  able  to  be  transferred  by  that  time  to  perma- 
nent hospitals. 

C.  H.  CRANE. 
Surgeon,  L  .  S.  Army,  hitr  Medicul  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Office  Provost-Marshal-Generax, 

Saint  Louis,  September  6,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners.  Washington : 
Colonel:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  yoni 
letter  of  August  13,  I  made  a  personal  inspection  of  the  Gratiot  and 
Myrtle  streets  prisons,  also  the  hospitals  attacherl,  and  ordered  tlie 
quartermaster  to  make  such  repairs  and  alterations  as  were  recom- 
mended in  your  letter.  As  to  the  matter  of  providing  more  vegetable 
food  for  tbe  prisoners  in  the  hospital,  I  was  informed  by  the  surgeon  in 
charge  that  the  deticiency  liad  already  been  remedied  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  medical  inspector.  As  soon  as  the  repairs  are  finished  I 
will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  quartermaster's  report. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.IAS.  O.  BHOADHEAD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal- General. 


Special  Orders,  (  C.  S.  Military  Prison, 

No.  — .  )  Richmond,  September  fi,  1863. 

Under  no  circumstances  is  punishment  of  any  kind  to  be  inflicted  on 
prisoners  of  war  except  by  express  direction  from  the  ofdfer  command- 
ing, and  then  the  manner  of  punislnnent  must  be  prescribed  by  him. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Winder: 

THos.  P.  tur:ner, 

Captain,  Commanding,  d'c. 


Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

September  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks, 

Cominandiwj  U.  S.  Forces,  Southern  Louisiana: 
General:  In  reply  to  your  conmiunication  of  the  IStli  August  rela- 
tive to  prisoners  Caiitain  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Page,  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  ynu  tliat  the  statement  that  these  officers 
are  held  in  ''close  confinement  and  m  irons'"  is  incorrect  and  without 
foundation. 

These  prisoners  rire  no  longer  under  my  control,  and  although  confi- 
dent that  your  information  was  incorrect,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  fact  definitely  to  comnninicate  with  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding the  dei)artmeut,  hence  the  delay  which  has  arisen  in  replying 
to  your  eommnnication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ^vith  jzreat  respect,  ^:c.. 

P.  TAYLOR, 
Major-Genera},  <'om)nandin!i. 


Office  Co>[missarv  (Ieneral  of  Prisoners, 

W'lishiiiij/on,  I>.  C,  September  7,  1863. 
Hon.  David  Tod.  Gnrernny  <,/'  Oliia.  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Sir:  The  attention  of  the  ichel  antliorities  at  Richmond  has  been 
calletl  to  the  caseof  Col.  W.  11.  I'dwcII.  Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry, 
reported  to  have  been  jjlaceil  in  a  daik,  damp  cell,  alone.  &c..  and  I 
learn  from  General  ^leredirli,  idimni^-idner  for  exchange  of  prisoners, 
that  in  reply  the  charges  are  iiriJiiMuucrd  to  he  utterly  false.     The  above 
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facts  have  been  commnnicated  to  your  military  State  agent,  J.  0.  Wet- 
more,  who  has  <lonbtless  informed  Your  Excellency  of  them. 

The  matter  of  the  removal  of  Camp  Chase  to  a  new  site  was  laid  before 
the  Secretary  of  War  by  the  Quartermaster-General  at  the  time  I  tele- 
graphed to  yon,  and  I  have  mentioned  it  since,  but  as  yet  I  believe  no 
action  has  been  taken. 

I  have  been  unable  to  forward  the  letter  you  inclosed  to  me  some 
time  since  for  Captain  Feigu.son,  because  it  is  addres.scd  to  no  place, 
and  without  something  more  definite  is  given  than  the  number  of  the 
regiment  to  which  he  l)elongs  the  post-ofBce  people  will  scarcely  take 
the  trouble  to  forward  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  soffma:?^, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  J>.  C.  September  7,  1803. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broadhead. 

Pro rost- Marshal,  Saint  Louis.  Mo.  : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  .'SOth  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  pris- 
oners is  received,  and  in  reply  [  have  to  direct  that  wheiie\er  you  have 
more  prisoners  to  dispose  of  than  can  be  provided  for  in  Saint  Louis  or 
at  Alton  you  will  please  report  to  me  and  1  will  diiect  to  what  place 
they  shall  be  ordered.  There  siiould  be  at  no  time  more  than  1,000 
prisoners  at  the  Alton  prison. 

Very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Military  Prison,  Alton.  III.,  September  7,  186.3. 

MajorGeneral  Schofield. 

Commandinfj  Department  <f  the  Missouri.  Saint  Louis: 
Gener.1L:  [  would  respectfully  represent  that  there  are  some  eight 
or  ten  rebel  officers  now  in  this  prison,  including  Jetf.  Thompson;  that 
there  is  no  way  to  prevent  the  great  body  of  the  prisoners  from  asso- 
ciating with  them  unless  they  are  placed  in  close  coiifinenient.  They 
have  a  powerful  inlluence  over  the  mass  of  rebel  prisoners  with  wliom 
they  necessarily  mix.  They  may  make  a  concerted  attack  on  the  guard 
under  their  directions.  1  would  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  best  to  have  them  taken  to  .Johusou's  Island,  as  this  can  now  be 
done  without  danger  of  carrying  the  smallpox  with  them. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant. 

(r.   W.   KINCAII), 
Colonel,  Commandiny  Prison. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  7,  181)3. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  confess  my  great  astonishment  in  not  receiving  one  word  I'mni 
you  ill  reference  to  the  very  grave  :ind  important  matters  which  were 
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the  subjects  of  discussion  between  us  in  our  interview  at  City  Point. 
That  interview  tooic  place  two  weelis  ago.  You  stated  that  you  were 
not  prepared  to  accept  or  reject  tlie  proposition  which  I  then  made, 
but  that  you  would  immediately  inform  your  Government  of  its  nature 
and  give  me  a  speedy  answer  in  person  or  by  letter.  Though  two  boats 
have  been  dispatched  I'rom  Fort  Monroe  to'  City  Point,  and  two  weeks 
have  elapsed  since  our  meeting,  no  reference  or  allusion  to  the  subjects 
of  controversy  has  been  made  by  you.  At  our  interview  you  told  me, 
in  answer  to  my  urgent  request,  that  there  should  be  no  delay;  that 
not  more  than  a  week  would  elapse  before  you  would  be  prepared  with 
your  answer.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  you  were  not  ready,  every 
consideration  would  seem  to  demand  that  some  excuse  should  be  fur- 
nished or  the  delay  explained.  As,  however,  you  do  not  refer  to  the 
matter  at  all,  I  am  left  only  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  you  do  not 
intend  to  give  an  answer  to  my  proposition.  I  therefore  inform  you 
that  the  Confederate  authorities  will  consider  themselves  entirely  at 
liberty  to  pursue  any  course  with  reference  ta  my  written  proposition 
to  yon  wliich  they  may  deem  right  and  jiroper  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  September  7,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  respectfully  decline  your  proposition  to  exchange  Brig.  Gen. 
Charles  K.  Graham  for  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Smith.  You  seem  to  be  labor- 
ing under  some  strange  mistake  in  this  matter.  The  last-named  olflcer 
has  already  been  exchanged  and  you  have  received  the  equivalents. 
I  so  notified  your  ])redecessor  on  the  loth  of  last  J  uly.  The  tlag-of- truce 
boat  will  not  be  -'detained  at  City  Point  for  General  Graham." 

Even  if  Brigadier-(Teneral  Smith  hAd  not  been  exchanged,  I  should 
not  be  disposed  to  favor  the  proposal  of  an  exchange  of  an  officer  in 
captivity  for  one  released  on  parole  when  you  have  several  officers  of 
the  same  grade  in  couhnement.  The  offer  is  so  extraordinary  in  all 
of  its  aspects  that  I  hope  I  do  not  transgress  the  bonnds  of  propriety 
in  stating  that  you  knew  it  would  be  and  ought  to  be  rejected  in  conse- 
quence of  its  manifest  inequality. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  GOLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  tScpt ember  7,  1S6.'^. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ^Ieredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Will  you  agree  to  furnish  a  list  of  all  the  officers  whom  you 
have  in  confinement  in  your  <litierent  prisons  if  1  do  the  same  as  to 
yours  in  confinement  at  tlie  South'?  It  will  save  us  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  enable  us  to  give  much  satisfaction  to  our  respective  peo- 
ple. As  it  is  now  when  any  in([uiry  is  made  of  either  of  us  it  has  to  be 
referred  to  the  other.  Considerable  delay  takes  place  before  the  infor- 
mation is  obtained,  and  when  it  docs  come  it  is  not  always  reliable. 
In  two  or  three  cases  of  papers  received  from  you  to-day  where  Colonel 
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Hoftman  makes  the  indorsement  "No  record"  the  friends  and  rehitivea 
have  received  letters  from  the  ])arties  stating  where  they  were. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OtTLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

IlEADyrARTER.S    DEPARTMENT    OF    HENRICO, 

Kivlimond,  September  7,  1863. 
Col.  A.  D.  Streight,  L:.  S.  Army,  Present: 

Colonel:  A  reply  to  yonr  conimunieatioii  of  Aiitiust  31,  186.?,  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  Confederate  States  of  America,  has 
been  withheld  for  the  remarks  of  Robert  Oiild,  es(i.,  commissioner  of 
exchange. 

Your  statement  has  been  submitted  to  Mr.  Ould,  and  I  herewith 
inclose  his  reply.  In  addition  to  tlie  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Ould  we  have 
otlicial  information  of  cruel  treatment  of  Confederate  prisoners  confined 
at  Fort  Dehnvareand  Point  Lookout  that  surpasses  in  enormity  the 
horrible  outrages  detailed  by  him.  At  the  first-named  post  Confederate 
])risoners  are  ]irevented  from  receiving  either  supplies  or  money  from 
their  friemls.  At  the  latter  place  our  prisoners  are  required  to  perforin 
hard  labor,  and  in  case  of  refusal  are  tied  up  by  the  thumbs  and  other- 
wise cruelly  treated.  These  known  facts,  corroborated  as  they  are  by 
those  set  forth  in  the  inclosed  printed  statement  taken  from  your  own 
printed  pa[)ers,  cannot  fail  to  convince  you  that  a  system  of  treatment 
has  been  inaugnrate<l  by  the  United  States  Government  to  Confederate 
prisoners  intiuitely  worse,  more  inhuman,  uncivilized,  and  barbarous 
than  any  to  which  you  and  the  otticers  confined  with  you  have  been 
subjected. 

VVitli  reference  to  the  seizure  of  moneys  found  upon  your  person,  per- 
mit me  to  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  ui)on  that  subject,  bearing 
date  June  10,  1SG3,  wherein  the  following  language  is  used: 

Ydiir  (iwn  (Jovernmeut  haa,  in  onliM-s  piiljlished  to  the  world,  declared  that  any 
unusual  quantity  of  inoni^y  fouDil  on  rho  person  of  those  raptured  should  l)e  con- 
sidered a8  ]iublic  property,  and  as  such  should  be  taken  possession  of  lor  the  use  of 
the  I  nited  .States. 

This  rule  applies  to  your  case,  and  under  it  the  money  found  in  your 
l)ossession  will  be  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  States  as  public 
property.  _  Your  communication  to  (leneral  Forrest  has  been  communi- 
cated to  him,  but  no  answer  has  been  received,  aiul  I  see  no  reason  at 
present  to  change  my  views  as  above  expresseci. 

Relative  to  the  charge  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  rations 
furnished  you  "being  insutticient  to  sustain  life,"  \-c.,  1  would  state  that 
the  question  is  now  under  cxaniiniition,  and  any  misapplication  of  your 
rations  or  mismanagenicnt  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are  furnished 
will  lie  ciu'rected. 

\'ery  respectfully, 

.iNo.  H.  \viNi»i:i;, 

l'>ri(iu(iicr-(!fnei-iil. 

|Inrl..,nre.l 

RiCUMdND,  Va..  September  ;,',  i,%o. 
Brig.  fren.  John  H.  Winder: 

Sir:  As  to  Colouel  Streight's  complaint  about  want  of  room,  I  beg 
to  state  timt  full  aiul  satisfactory  evidence  was  presented  fo  me  that  as 
many  as  lifteen  of  our  otlicers  were  contiticd  at  Fort  Norfolk  in  a  room 
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about  fifteen  feet  square,  with  no  window,  but  only  a  simple  slit  in  tbe 
wall;  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  out  of  that  room  at  all,  but 
were  compelled  to  perform  the  operations  of  nature  there  in  a  tub, 
which  was  only  removed  once  in  twenty-four  hours.  Scarcely  a  day 
passes  that  I  do  not  receive  accounts  of  inhumanity  and  barbarity  prac- 
ticed upon  our  prisoners  at  the  North,  and  especially  at  Fort  Delaware 
and  Point  Lookout.  At  the  latter  place  they  are  compelled  to  perform 
all  kiuds  of  work,  and  if  they  refuse  they  are  mercilessly  punished.  1 
saw  a  man  a  few  days  ago  who  had  received  brutal  punishment  for 
refusing'  to  work.  Our  officers  and  citizens  are  often  compelled  to  do 
regularly  the  most  disgusting  and  tiltliy  labor,  such  as  cleaning  prison 
ships,  privies,  &c.  A  ball  and  chain  for  them  is  a  common  thing,  I 
have  also  received  many  complaints  as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
provisions  furnished  to  our  men.  It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  take 
away  their  money  and  never  return  it:  ia  some  instances  they  take  away 
good  money  and  return  counterfeit. 

Xo  man  is  more  opposed  to  the  harsh  treatment  of  prisoners  than  I 
aui,  1  think  it  very  questionable  if  retaliation  should  ever  be  allowed 
to  take  that  form. 

Although  our  own  people  have  been  subjected  to  the  indignities  and 
outrages  I  have  named,  I  am  opposed  to  overcrowding  or  semi-starving 
the  men  who  have  in  vailed  our  land  for  the  purpose  of  subjugation,  I 
think  that  Colonel  Streight  must  have  exaggerated  the  matter  very 
much,  Eveu  if  he  has  not,  we  have  more  than  a  precedent  in  the  treat- 
ment of  our  prisoners  by  our  enemies.  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  make 
due  inquiry  into  the  subject  and  correct  any  abuses  which  may  exist. 

Colonel  Streight  can  at  least  congratulate  himself  in  one  respect — 
he  has  not  been  shaved  and  dressed  in  convicfs  clothes.  The  Federals 
have  so  treated  General  ilorgau  and  his  officers,  who  are  alleged  to  be 
held  as  hostaiies  for  Colonel  Streight  and  his  command,  I  have  official 
evidence  in  my  i)ossessiou  which  I  can  furnish  to  Colonel  Streight  that 
General  .Morgan  and  his  officers  have  been  so  treated.  To  what  base- 
ness and  inhumanity  would  not  an  enemy  descend  who  could  so  cause- 
lessly inrt  let  such  an  indignity  upon  a  brave  and  gallant  gentleman? 
'■Semi-starvation"  is  nothing  to  it.  I  have  been  told  by  persons  whom 
I  know  to  be  truthful  gentlemen  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  go  a 
whole  day  without  any  food. 

As  to  the  refusal  to  allow  Colonel  Streight  to  appropriate  money  for 
purchases.  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  a  recent  ortler  emanating  from 
Federal  authority  prevents  our  prisoners  from  receiving  food  or  clothing 
from  their  friends. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  ODLD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Offtce  Commissary-General  of  Peisonees, 

Washhigfon,  D.  C,  September  8,  1863. 
Brig,  Gen.  S.  A,  Mkkkditu, 

f'ohimissionrr  for  E.rchange  of  Prisoners.  Fort  Monroe,  T'"«.  ; 
Geneeal:  Y(UU'  letter  of  the  oth  instant,  with  the  accompanying 
declaration  of  exchange  of  civilians,  is  received,  1  would  respectfully 
snggest  that  the  time  covered  by  this  declaration  should  be  limited  to 
the  date  fixed  in  eighth  section  of  Mr.  Ould's  declaration  of  May  11, 
viz,  May  0,  18(53,  as  it  is  intended  only  to  supply  an  ondssiou   in  our 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.   26& 

declaration  of  May  9,  the  first  section  of  which  covers  only  citizens 
delivered  at  City  Point.  Whether  it  will  be  proper  to  include  sutlers 
depends  upon  the  understandinisr  between  Colonel  Ludlow  and  Mr. 
Ouid  at  the  time  the  declaration  was  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  September  S,  1S63. 
General  S.  Coopek, 

Adjutant  and   [nspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  and  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Brig.  Gen.  Neal  Dow,  and  respectfully  request  further  instruc- 
tions in  the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

DABXEY   H.  MAURY, 

Major- General,  Commandiwj. 

(First  iiulorscment.] 

Septejlbee  17,  1S63. 
Secretary  of  War: 

A  report  upon  the  case  of  Brigadier-General  Dow,  of  the  U.  S. 
Army: 

The  facts  reported  are  that  General  Dow,  while  in  command  in  Pen- 
sacola,  18tJ2,  had  enlisted  soldiers  (negroes)  under  his  command,  some 
of  whom  were  slaves  of  persons  residing  in  Florida;  and  that  he  made 
a  speech  in  the  presence  of  slaves  to  the  eti'ect  that  the  masters  of 
slaves  in  the  South  had  used  them  cruelly  and  that  they  (the  L*.  S. 
authorities)  woukl  avenge  their  wrongs. 

Also,  that  while  in  command  in  Louisiana  he  had  commanded  a 
detachment  of  negro  troops  that  opened  one  of  the  parish  jails  and 
proclaimed  freedom  r.)  the  slaves  that  were  in  custody.  The  military 
court  in  Mobile  hold  that  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  May, 
lS(i.3,  do  not  authorize  a  [)roceeding  against  an  officer  for  acts  done 
prior  to  their  adoption,  and  that  the  facts  do  not  authorize  charges 
againstGener.il  Dow.  Instructions  are  sought  from  the  Department 
as  to  the  dis])osition  to  be  made  of  him. 

The  communication  of  the  , judge-advocate,  inclosed,  presents  the 
reasons  upon  which  the  military  court  have  come  tv-  their  conclusion. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

.r.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of   War. 

[Second  iiulor^emcnt.) 

September  19,  1S63. 
Adjutant  General  : 

Orders  should  be  given  for  the  return  of  General  Dow  to  this  city,  to 
be  kept  with  other  captured  officers  til!  exchanged.  From  the  report 
of  the  Judge  advocate  it  does  not  appear  that  he  can  be  proceeded 
against  under  the  joint  resolutions  of  Congress. 

J.  A.  S. 
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[Inclosore  No.  1.] 

Mllitaey  Court,  Maury's  Corps, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  22,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  G.  Garner,  Chief  of  Staff,  Mobile,  Ala. : 

Colonel:  1  respectfully  report  as  t'ollows  iu  relatiou  to  the  case  of 
General  Neal  Dow: 

Upou  the  receipt  of  the  communication  of  V.  Reand,  lieutenant,  C.  S. 
Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  referred  to  this  court  under  order  of 
the  President,  1  immediately  applied  throuj;h  you  to  Richmond  for  a 
copy  of  the  Joint  resolutions  of  Congress,  ap|)roved  May  1, 18(i3,  a  copy 
not  having  been  previously  furnished  tiie  court.  After  receiving  the 
resolutions,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  I  saw  Lieutenant  Reand 
and  the  gentlemen  mentioned  in  his  communication  (Messrs.  Burthe, 
La  Barre  and  Le  Breton),  and  after  a  full  interview  procured  from  them 
statements  of  all  facts  in  the  i)ers()nal  knowledge  of  each,  bearing  on 
the  conduct  of  General  Dow,  copies  of  which  are  forwarded  herewith. 
I  also  saw  Messrs.  Thomas  B.  and  ilenry  1'.  Smitli  and  Mr.  Charles  (). 
Drake,  whose  statements  in  regard  to  occurrences  at  Pensacola,  Fla., 
are  also  inclosed. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  dates  of  the  occurrences  known  by 
Lieutenant  Reaud,  Messrs.  Smitli  and  Drake  are  all  anterior  to  that 
of  the  resolutions.  Messrs.  Burthe,  La  Barre  and  Le  Breton  know  noth- 
ing except  the  fact  of  Dow  being  iu  command  at  Camp  Parapet,  near 
Xew  Orleans,  which  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  other  facts,  of  course, 
amounts  to  nothing.  The  time  of  this  command  at  Camp  Parapet, 
though  not  stated,  was,  I  believe,  February  and  May,  1863. 

The  Joint  resolutions  approved  May  1,  I8('p3,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
individual  members  of  the  court,  were  not  intended  to  have  a  retro- 
active etfect  as  to  cases  under  sections  4  and  •">,  and  do  not  embrace 
such  cases  occurring  previously  to  May  1,  18()3.  The  terms  used  in 
these  sections  are,  "shall  command,'"  "shall  arm."  &c.,  '-shall  during 
the  present  war  excite,'"  >.Vc.  This  would  seem  to  imply  an  intention 
to  contine  the  operations  of  these  sections  to  acts  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolutions  anil  to  conform  to  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision and  rule  of  criminal  Jurisprudence  that  "no  ex  post  facto  law 
shall  be  passed."  This  view  is  sustained  by  the  circumstance  that  iu 
section  3,  authorizing  the  President  to  retaliate  for  violations  of  the 
usages  of  war,  the  terms  used  are.  •■shall  be  or  has  been  done,"  &c.  The 
resolutions  do  not  simply  provide  a  remedy  or  appoint  a  forum  for 
viohitions  of  a  previous  law,  but  create  a  new  offense.  The  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  court  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  to 
sustain  a  charge  before  this  court  under  sections  4  and  5  facts  of  a 
date  later  than  May  1,  18G3,  sh(iuld  be  proved.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  l\ave  thought  it  iiroper  to  make  this  report  and  ask  for 
instructions. 

Very  resi)ecttully.  your  oliedient  servant, 

E.  J.  FITZPATRICK, 

■Judfje-Adi'otatt. 

Tni  losiir.'  N'o   2.' 

I  know  tliat  General  Neal  Dow  was  generally  understood  to  be  in 
command  at  Pensacola  a  few  liays  before  the  time  of  its  evacuation  by 
the  r.  S.  forces,  and  for  some  time  before;  that  every  one  wlio  went 
about  the  wharves  or  any  oi  the  |il:u-es  of  business  of  the  trooiis  was 
re(|uired  to  have  a  jiass  fioni  hnn;  tliat  I  had  a  pass  myself  which  1 
saw  him  sign  in  person,  as  the  oilii  er  commanding  there;  that  there 
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were  negroes  there  without  arms  or  nnitbrm  who  were  drilled  by  noa- 
commissioaed  officers  wearing  the  uniform  and  purporting  to  belong  to 
the  Seventh  Vermont  Regiment,  the  drilling  being  inside  of  the  picket- 
lines  of  the  enemy  and  sometimes  in  the  town  of.  Pensacola.  I  knew 
one  negro  named  Ben,  the  property  of  Dr.  John  Brosenham,  who  rep- 
resented himself  as  captain  of  a  company,  and  whom  I  have  seen  con- 
ducting a  company  of  negroes  as  commanding  officer,  or  orticer  in  charge, 
to  the  ground  for  ilrill.  1  heard  this  negro,  Ben,  recruiting  among  the 
slaves  and  trying  to  get  them  to  enlist.  I  know  that  negroes  who  came 
into  Pensacola  were  carried  into  the  office  [(jf  ]  General  Dow  while  he 
was  there,  and,  after  being  brought,  were  sent  to  the  -'contraband 
quarters"  and  put  to  work  on  breast- works  and  the  Government  works, 
and  were  allowed  to  draw  rations  from  the  military  supplies  there.  Of 
these  negroes  1  knew  one  named  George,  who  belonged  to  Capt.  Alex- 
ander Bright;  one  named  Ca-sar,  generally  reported  to  he  a  slave,  but 
whose  I  do  not  know;  auotiier  named  Bob,  belonging  to  William  H. 
Baker,  and  probably  fifteen  or  twenty  others  whom  I  knew  to  be  slaves, 
but  wiiose  names  and  owners'  names  I  cannot  now  recullect. 

I  knew  a  negro  named  Vemp  belonging  to  John  McCloskey,  of  Pen- 
sacola, who  was  generally  addressed  as  and  understood  to  be  a  lieu- 
tenant. Bob  Baker,  mentioned  above,  was  generally  understood  to  he 
an  orderly  sergeant.  I  heard  Neal  Dow  make  a  speech  on  a  presenta- 
tion by  him  of  a  Hag  to  a  Maine  regiment  in  which  he  spoke,  substan- 
tially, among  other  things,  as  follows: 

"Fellow-men  of  Maine:  .lust  to  think  that  these  people  down  South 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  whipping  these  poor  colored  slaves  simply 
because  they  are  colored  and  they  have  been  under  tiieir  thumbs.  The 
way  we  will  revenge  ourselves  will  be  to  lay  the  lash  on  them."  This 
was  said  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a  large  number  of  nejjroes. 
There  were  no  negroes  there  that  I  know  of  except  sucii  as  had  tied  to 
Pensacola  from  ditt'erent  parts  of  the  Confederate  States.  If  any  had 
been  brought  in  there  from  anywhere  else  I  think  I  should  have  known 
it.  All  negroes  there  were  re(iuired  by  orders,  made  known  by  notices 
posted  on  the  streets,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States.  I  saw  numbers  of  them  take  that  oath.  These  things  were  all 
during  General  Dow's  command  at  Pensacola,  which  began  about 
August  1,  1862,  and  euded  in  March  or  April,  1S63. 

THOMAS  B.  SMITH, 
Private,  Company  <",  Third  Florida  Battalion  of  Carnin/. 

HENRY  P.  SMITH, 
Private,  Company  C,  Third  Florida  Battalion. 

(Iaclosur„No.3.1 

Mobile,  August  18,  1863. 
Capt.  E.  J.  FiTZPATRiCK,  Judge- Advocate: 

Sir:  After  reading  carefully  the  charges  made  against  (reneral  Neal 
Dow,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  upon  which  you  desire  to  have  a  state- 
ment from  me,  I  have  to  state  that  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge  any  of  the  facts  mentioned  in  said  charges.  My  plantation 
was  within  short  distance  of  Camp  Parapet,  where  General  ^'eal  Dow 
had  his  headquarters;  but  I  could  not  go  through  the  lines  for  want  of 
a  pass,  which  was  only  granted  to  those  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and  therefore  1  know  nothing  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  camp 
except  by  hearsay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LA  BARRE. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  offer  the  above  as  my  report  upon  the  charges 
made  against  General  Neal  Dow.  My  plantation  was  adjoining  to  that 
of  Mr.  La  Barre,  and  I  know  nothing  of  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

CHAS.  LE  BRETON.  . 

[Inclotjare  No.  4.] 

Mobile,  August  18,  1863. 
Capt.  E.  J.  FiTZPATRiCK,  Judge-Advocate : 

Sir  :  lu  answer  to  your  request  that  I  should  state  what  I  know  of 
the  charges  made  against  the  Federal  General  Neal  Dow,  now  a  pris- 
oner in  tbis  city,  allow  me  to  state  that  I  know  nothing  of  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  to  substantiate  any  of  said  charges. 

General  Xeal  Dow  was  in  command  at  Camp  Parapet,  above  Carroll- 
ton,  La.,  ill  the  spring  of  1863.  I  had  occasion  to  see  him  once  at  his 
head(iuarters  under  the  following  circumstances: 

One  of  my  sons  had  been  arrested  under  charges  made  against  him 
by  some  of  his  grandfather's  negroes.  I  applied  to  General  Neal  Dow, 
offering  to  give  security  for  the  release  of  my  sou  until  he  could  be 
tried.  General  N.  Dow  received  me  not  only  with  courtesy,  but  even 
with  marked  kindness.  As  my  sou  was  sick  he  ordered  every  attention 
to  be  paid  to  Iiim  and  his  orders  were  punctually  executed. 

The  above  is  all  I  know  personally  of  tieueral  Neal  Dow. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

VICTOR  BURTHE. 

[Inclosvire  No.  5. J 

When  I  first  saw  the  boat  on  which  General  Neal  Dow  left  Pointe  h 
la  Hache  I  was  at  my  house,  situated  at  about  ouehalf  a  mile  from 
the  court-house  of  the  parish  of  Plaquemines,  from  which  I  saw  a  squad 
of  negro  and  white  soldiers,  under  command  of  a  white  sergeant,  enter 
Mr.  Arroyo's  house,  situated  at  about  one  acre  from  mine.  The  house 
was  surrounded  by  four  negro  soldiers  and  two  others,  and  the  white 
ones  entered  the  house,  and  after  having  remained  there  about  one- 
halt  hour,  they  left  for  the  boat,  which  had  crossed  from  Mr.  Laussade's 
plantation,  where  it  first  landed,  to  the  court-house,  which  is  situated 
on  the  same  side  of  the  river  where  I  land.  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
court-house  to  see  what  was  going  on,  and  when  I  arrived  there  I  saw 
Mr.  Neal  Dow  in  the  parish  jail  with  Mr.  S.  Martin,  the  sheriff',  and 
heard  him  asking  the  said  sheriff'  by  what  authority  he  kept  in  jail 
negroes  that  were  there.  The  sheriff'  answered  that  they  had  been 
sent  by  their  masters  for  safekeeping.  Upon  hearing  that  the  said 
Neal  Dow  ordered  him  to  open  the  jail  and  told  the  negroes,  "  Come 
•out  of  there,  boys,  and  go  on  board  of  the  boat ;  you  are  free.'' 

The  above  circumstances  took  place  inside  of  the  jail,  and  the  negro 
soldiers,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty,  in  uniform,  with  muskets  and  bay- 
onets, were  on  the  levee  when  the  boat  was  at  about  1-iO  yards  distant. 
When  the  negroes  who  were  in  jail  for  safe-keeping  were  turned  out 
by  order  of  General  Neal  Dow  they  marched  on  board  of  the  boat  and 
were  there  received  with  great  joy  by  the  negro  soldiers;  alter  which 
Neal  Dow  went  himself  on  bnard  of  the  boat,  and  they  all  left,  the  boat 
proceeding  down  the  river  in  the  direction  of  Forts  Saint  Philip  and 
Jackson,  at  which  it  was  generally  understood  that  Neal  Dow  was  in 
command  at  that  time. 

I  heard  the  negro  soldiers  on  board  of  the  boat  advising  the  planters' 
slaves  that  were  standing  on  the  levee  at  the  time  to  come  along  with 
them;  that  they  were  all  tree.  That  occurred  in  the  presence  of  Neal 
Dow,  and  close  enough  for  him  to  hear  what  was  said. 
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These  facts  are  the  ouly  ones  which  are  to  my  personal  knowledge  of 
those  mentioned  in  the  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
These  facta  took  place  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  September,  1862. 

VICTOR  REAND. 

[Inclosiire  Xo.  6.] 

A  statement  of  Charles  O.  Draiie  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  General 
Neal  Dow,  Pensacola: 

I  ivnow  of  my  own  knowledge  that  he  took  from  citizens  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  their  negroes  and  converted  them  to  his  own  use  without  any 
compensation  to  their  owners.  He  also  gave  the  negroes  to  understand 
that  they  were  free,  regardless  of  the  protestations  of  their  owner.s, 
and  encouraged  the  negroes  to  disobey  tlieir  masters  and  treat  them  as 
their  equals. 

This  occurred  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  in  .Inly,  August,  and  September, 
1861.'. 

Otie  negro  was  taken  from  me  at  this  time,  several  from  Mrs.  Langley, 
several  from  Mr.  Broseuham. 

CHAS.  O.  DRAKE. 


WAsniNGTON,  D.  C,  September  9,  lsi;3. 
Major-General  Grant,  Vivksburii,  Miss.: 

General:   Your  letter  of  August  30  is  Just  received.*     Neither 
General  S.  D.  Lee  nor  any  other  officer  or  man  paroled  by  you  lias  bcfu 
exchanged.     If  any  such  are  recaptured  they  should  be  immediately 
placed  in  close  continement  until  their  cases  can  be  determined  on. t 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General- inCliief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  September  V,  i,^v;,S'. 
Lieutenant  Latouche,  Commanding  Militari/  Prison: 

Sir:  You  will  receive  the  articles  directed  to  the  prisoners  of  war  in 
your  custody  and  have  them  deliveied,  taking  their  receipts.  The 
prisoners  must  pay  the  charges  on  the  articles. 

JOHX  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier- (jener((l. 


HEAD(,>rARTERS    I'AROLED    PRISONER.S, 

JjrDiiiiJolis,  Ala.,  September  .'',  i>0';. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and   Fnspector  (ienernl,  Richmond,   Vh.: 

Sir:  It  may  not  ui- considered  improper  to  address  the  Department 
diiectly  in  order  to  give  my  views  in  regard  to  the  paroled  jirisoners 
ordered  to  report  here.  I'l)  to  this  time  there  has  been  very  little  (lis- 
positiou  evinced  on  the  part  lot'j  the  paroled  men  to  return  to  this 
l)oint. 

I  do  not  think  they  will  come  in  in  any  large  numbers  unless  some 
strong  measures  are  adopted.     The  idea  prevails,  1  hear,  to  a  grcnt 

'See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX.  Pait  III,  p.  224. 
t  l\'pmain(liT  bi'lmi^'s  to  Series  I. 
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extent,  both  with  soldiers  and  with  their  friends  at  home,  that  unex- 
changed prisoners  are  not  liable  to  the  authority  of  the  Government  as 
soldiers.  In  a  word,  tliat  one  of  the  consequences  of  a  parole  is  to 
suspend  for  the  time  being  the  military  responsibility  which  existed 
previous  to  capture. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  should  an  order  from  an  authoritative  source 
on  this  subject  be  published  it  would  have  a  good  effect  in  bringing 
many  absentees  into  camp.  The  announcement  that  they  were 
exchanged  would  doubtless  bring  many  back  to  their  duty. 

I  have  not  yet  made  a  report  of  the  command  here.  Before  entering 
upon  the  duties  assigned  to  me  I  learned  that  Major-General  Stevenson 
had  sent  such  officers  of  the  Alabama  regiments  of  his  division  as  had 
reported  upon  expiration  of  their  furldughs  to  the  sections  of  coun- 
try where  their  regiments  and  companies  had  been  raiseil,  with  direc- 
tions to  get  their  men  together  and  bring  them  here.  The  places  of 
rendezvous  for  these  troops  not  having  been  made  known  to  me,  I  can 
communicate  only  by  the  newspapers. 

I  have  given  similar  instructions  to  ofticers  of  other  Alabama  regi- 
ments.    After  the  15th  I  hope  to  report  some  success  from  these  steps. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

W.  M.  GARDNER, 
Briiiudicr-Giiu-rdl.  Commund'uuj, 

[First  indorsement.  I 

War  Departme>'T,  Si'pfember  21,  l:s63. 
Secretary  of  War: 

The  impression  is  very  general  among  the  soldiers  of  this  army  that 
they  cannot  be  called  into  the  service,  and  the  counsel  of  General 
Gardner  is  worthy  of  consideration.     See  letter  within. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Astiintant  Secretary. 

[Second  in.lorwnH.-nt.| 

War  Department,  September  22,  1S6S. 
Adjutant-General  : 

Have  not  these  men  been  exchangeil?  If  not,  I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  issue  such  an  order  as  General  Gardner  suggests. 

J.  A.   SEDDON, 


[Tlunl  . 


iSecretanj. 
SErTi;:>ii5Eii  -4,  1863. 


General  Cooi'bu: 

It  is   tlie    iminessirtii  that  the  men  leleiiTil  tci   have  been  exchanged. 
Will  Colonel  <  luUl  state  ceitainl}   il  siieli   is  tlie  tact  and  return  these 
))a|iers? 
L!v  order: 

C.   H.   LEE, 
Assintaiit  Ailjutant- (le/wral. 


General  Gardner  has  been  fully  iiit'nrined  a.s  to  wlio  has  and  who  has 
not  been  exchanged. 

S.  G. 
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CONFEDEEATB  STATES   OF   AMJ!R[CA,  War   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  September  9,  1S63. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  /Secretary  of  War: 

StE:  I  herewith  respectfully  return  the  imlorsement  of  the  Quarter- 
master Geueral.*  I  c;iu  easily  transmit  any  fuiuLs  to  our  prisoners,  but 
I  most  respectfally  submit  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  use  the  funds 
which  have  been  taken  from  Yankee  prisoners  for  such  a  purpose. 
There  are  some  methods  of  retaliation  at  which  an  honorable  people 
should  pause  before  they  resort  to  them.  It  is  true  that  our  enemies 
have  treiiueiitly  taken  money  from  our  poor  soldiers,  but  the  practice 
is  by  no  means  invariable.  The  ^neneial  rule  is  the  other  way.  In 
hundreds  of  instances  where  it  has  been  taken  it  has  been  returned 
through  my  hands.  The  Federal  authorities,  in  answer  to  my  protest 
against  this  outrage,  have  alleged  that  it  was  done  in  violation  of  their 
orders. 

With  reference  to  the  83,400  taken  from  Colonel  Streight,  he  asserts 
that  it  was  saved  to  him  by  the  express  terms  of  his  surrender.  He 
refers  to  Cienerai  Forrest  for  the  truth  of  the  statement.  If  this  is  so, 
ought  it  to  be  appropriated!  This  is  the  only  large  sum  now  in  our 
possession  which  has  ever  been  captured.  The  Yankees  in  their  (Gen- 
eral Order  No.  100  say  •'  large  sums''  can  be  taken,  but  small  amounts 
shall  be  left  with  prisoners  for  the  supply  of  their  wants. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  <>/  Exchauije. 


Headquarters,  Charleston,  September  !>,  1863. 
Maj.  Stephen  Elliott, 

Vinitiiiandiiig  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C: 
Major:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  compliment  yon  and 
your  garrison  on  the  brilliant  success  of  this  morning.  He  hopes  that 
all  future  attemjits  of  the  enemy  to  take  Sumter  will  meet  with  the 
same  result.  The  general  will  endeavor  to  have  the  prisoners  removed 
in  the  course  of  the  day  or  to  night.  Should  meanwhile  the  enemy 
l)oinbard  Sumter,  and  you  have  not  enough  cover  for  your  command, 
will  expose  the  prisoners  instead  of  your  troops  to  the  enemy's  tire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  21.  TOL"Ta:NT  BEAL'KEGAKD, 
,  Aide  lie-Camp. 


Inspection    report    (■oiicerninfi    prisoners    of   u-nr   /tt    the   U.   S.   General 
Hospital,  I'arids   Islnml,  X.   i'.,  Ani/nst  :JS,  /S6'.V. 

^VA3HINUT0^^  D.  C,  September  10,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Conunissary-deneral  of  Prisoners: 

This  hos[)ital  is  under  the  charge  of  Surg.  James  Simons,  U.  S.  Army, 
and  has  recently  been  devoted  to  the  care  of  prisoners  of  war  exclu- 
sively. The  total  number  of  wounded  prisoners  received  there  between 
the  17th  and  L'4th  of  .luly  was  2,538.  Total  number  remaining  August 
2S,  1,764;  transferred  under  orders  to  City  Point,  Va.,  August  24,  090; 
deaths,  84. 

'  See  secoud  iuiloisemeut  ou  Bruaii-  to  Seililoti  (August  13),  p.  201. 
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There  are  5,000  beds  in  this  hospital  aud  its  location  is  very  healthy 
and  pleasant.  The  regulations  established  and  ordered  by  the  Com- 
missary-General of  Prisoners  appear  to  be  well  enforced.  Patients  in 
the  hospital  building  are  furnished  with  no  clothing  except  hospital' 
underclothing,  save  those  about  to  be  exchanged,  who  receive  one 
shirt,  one  pair  of  drawers,  aud  one  pair  of  pants  each.  In  the  tents 
where  patients  are  able  to  go  to  the  mess  rooms,  pants,  drawers,  shirts, 
aud  shoes,  partially,  are  issued,  but  no  hats.  J^o  clothing  has  been 
received  from  benevolent  societies  except  hats  (common  straw),  shoes, 
and  a  few  coarse  woolen  oveishirts.  Surgeon  Simons  deems  it  essen- 
tial to  the  health  of  these  prisoners  that  they  be  supplied  with  coats  or 
woolen  overshirts,  as  tlie  nights  are  becoming  cold;  also  with  shoes 
aud  hats.  I  concur  with  him  in  this  recommendation.  Ee  also  assures 
me  that  no  rebel  uniforms  have  been  received  by  any  of  the  prisoners, 
to  his  kuowledge,  neither  did  I  see  any  in  my  inspection.  The  whole 
amount  of  everything  received  from  charitable  associations,  including 
provisions,  clothing,  crutches,  &c.,  would  be  about  83,000.  No  wants 
of  any  kind  exist  except  for  clothing,  aud  for  this  they  were  suffering 
to  a  certain  extent.  The  pants  furnished  by  the  Government  are  very 
inferior. 

This  institution  is  well  managed  and  admirably  arranged  for  a  hos- 
pital, and  the  prisoners  seemed  very  well  contented  to  remain  there. 

C.  H.  CEANE, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Arnnj,  late  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


Headquaetees  Depaetjient  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  10,  1S63. 
Brigadier-General  Wtllcox, 

Commanding  District  of  Indiana  and  Michigan,  Indianapolis : 
The  Governor  of  Ohio  and  General  Cox  have  been  informed  of  the 
purport  of  your  dispatch  of  last  evening.*     If  Vallandigham  crosses 
he  is  to  be  at  once  arrested  and  sent  under  a  strong  guard  direct  to 
Fort  Warren. 

By  command  of  Major-(ieneral  Burnside: 

W.   P.  AXDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


■  Office  Commissionee  for  ExchanCtE, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  lu,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  Just  received  a  communication  from  the  rebel  agent  of 
excliange,  in  which,  after  expressing  great  astonishment  at  basing 
received  no  leply  to  his  ])roposition  of  August  -4,  ISO.S  (which  I  for- 
warded to  you),  and  no  explanation  as  to  the  cause  of  my  delay  in 
answering  it,  he  concludes  as  follows: 

[  theiet'oro  iufoviu  yon  that  the  Cout'eJerate  authoritios  will  rouaider  themselves 
eutirely  at  liherty  tci  iMirsue  any  course  with  ret'erence  to  any  written  prupositiou  to 
yon  which  they  may  iWoui  right  and  proper  nnder  all  the  circumstauces  of  the 
case. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEllEDITH, 

Brigatlicr-dcneral  <t)id   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


*Seo  alao  Cox  to  Bnrn.sidc,  Scnrs  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  III,  p.  522. 
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[Indorsement.] 

The  inquiry  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  on  its  receipt. 

Now,  September  12,  186.3,  the  Secretary  of  War  decides  that  he  will 
not  notice  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Onld,  which  looks,  in  fact,  to  a  com- 
l)lete  denial  of  the  right  of  the  I'liited  States  Government  to  arrest 
citizens  (under  the  title  of  non-combatants). 

E.  A.  HITCHUOCK. 

Office  Co>imis.sart-(1eneral  of  Prisoners, 

Wmhingtoii,  I).  ('.,  September  JO,  1863. 
MaJ.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday  in  relation 
til  the  employment  of  prisoners  of  war  as  clerks  in  the  otlice  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  Saint  3Iary"s,  at  Point  Lookout,  I 
have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  such  employment  of  pi'isoueis  of  war 
is  without  my  knowledge  and  without  my  approbation.  It  often  hap- 
l)ens  that  prisoners  of  war  may  be  of  great  assistance  in  preparing  rolls 
of  prisoners  received  or  transferred,  but  tiiis  would  only  be  for  the 
emergency  and  would  not  justify  their  being  detailed  as  clerks  cither 
in  the  commaiuler's  office  or  that  of  the  pros  nst-niarshal.  I  will  imme- 
diately direct  that  no  prisoners  of  war  shall  be  employed  as  clerks  or 
in  any  other  contidential  position. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFPMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  I'risoners. 


Executive  Department,  Wheeling,  ,Septemher  10,  1863. 
3Iaj.  L.  C.  TruNER,  Judge-Adrocute : 

Sir:  At  the  time  of  the  late  raid  by  the  rebel,  Morgan,  the  prisoners 
then  in  Camp  <'hase  were  removed  to  I'oit  Delaware  for  safety.  Hon. 
Samuel  Galloway,  commissioner  at  Camp  Chase,  informs  me  th;it  Port 
Delaware  is  a  very  loathsome  and  unhealthy  place,  so  much  so  that  he 
could  not  stay  there  long  enough  to  examine  into  the  cases  of  the 
prisiniors  who  had  been  sent  there  as  above  stated.  Some  of  these 
|)ri.soners,  and  it  may  be  many  of  rhem,  ought  not  to  be  kept  conhned 
and  away  from  tlieir  families  and  their  business,  but  justice  re(|uires 
that  they  have  an  investigation  at  the  earliest  moruent.  This  ran  be 
done  with  greater  ease  to  the  officers  and  more  convenience  to  the 
jiarties  and  their  friends,  who  have  to  furnish  evidence  in  tlieir  cases, 
at  Camii  (;ha>e  tlian  at  Fort  Delaware.  I  think  it  my  duty,  therefore, 
to  recommend  that  these  |)risoners  be  returned  to  (,'amp  Chase  in  order 
that  their  cases  may  be  there  examined  into  and  disposed  of. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.   I.   Ii()Ri:MAN. 

(ioverniir. 

;iTidur-<.mLM:t.j 

War  Department.  September  ll,  l^ns. 
The  Commissary-General  nf  Prisoners  will  return  those  brought  to 
I'oit  Delaware  trom  Camp  Chase. 

P.  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of   War. 
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CONFEDEEATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  September  10,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  This  bureau  is  kept  iu  very  great  ignorance  as  to  matters  con- 
nected with  the  parole  and  exchange  of  prisoners  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi. It  is  extremely  important  that  certain  and  speedy  information 
aa  to  such  matters  should  be  sent  to  this  ofBce.  I  therefore  respect- 
fully recommend  that  MaJ.  Ignatius  Szymanski,  of  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Department,  and  formerly  connected  with  the  parole  camp  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  be  assigned  to  discharge  the  following  duties  beyond 
the  Mississippi  Eiver: 

First.  To  gather  together  as  speedily  as  possible  lists  of  the  paroles 
given  by  Federal  prisoners  not  heretofore  received,  correct  the  errors 
and  imperfections  therein  where  possible,  and  forward  them  to  the 
agent  of  exchange  at  Richmond. 

Second.  To  ascertain  the  number  and  locality  of  prisoners  both  in 
camp  and  on  parole.  Federal  and  Confederate. 

Third.  To  comniunicate  information  to  our  different  military  com- 
manders as  to  the  proper  methods  of  paroling  prisoners,  as  to  their  reten- 
tion, and  as  to  the  places  where  they  are  to  be  delivered  or  received. 

Fourth.  To  assist  in  establisiung  one  or  more  parole  camps  and  col- 
lecting therein  prisoners. 

Fifth.  To  perform  any  other  special  duty  in  lelation  to  paroles  and 
exchanges,  paroled  men  and  i)risoners,  which  may  be  required  of  him. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OL'LD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Indoraement.] 

September  11,  1863. 
Adjutant-General: 

This  suggestion  is  approved.     I  have  no  doubt  many  inconveniences 
and  even  mischief  may  be  rectified  by  such  an  inspecting  tour. 
Give  the  requisite  orders. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


LiBBY  Prison, 

Second  Officers'  Quarters,  September  10,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  Warner, 

Asdstant  (Quartermaster,  C.  S.  Military  Prison: 
Captain:  At  the  request  of  your  urbane  and  attentive  commissary, 
S.  lUirnham,  I  clieerfully  make  the  following  statement: 

The  number  of  prisoners  occupying  this  floor  is  254.  There  has  been 
issiKMl  to  us  1-7  pounds  of  beef  and  235A  pounds  of  bread,  which  has  all 
been  weighed  in  my  presence,  beinganallowanceof  one- iialf  pound  of  beef 
and  one  pound  and  two  ounces  of  bread  to  each  man  ;  also  rationsof  soap, 
salt,  vinegar,  candles,  rice,  and  beans.  Thesearticles  are  of  good  (|ual- 
ity.  and  to  the  liest  of  my  belief  about  the  same  quantity  and  quality 
as  we  have  been  receiving  for  the  last  two  months.  I  will  also  here 
state  that  my  knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  my  fellow  [Prisoners  war- 
rants me  in  saying  that  a  general  sentiment  of  satisfaction  is  enter- 
tained toward  all  the  officers  connected  with  the  prison. 

JAMES  C.  JONES, 
Second  Lieut.,  35th  Ohio  Infti/.,  Actg.  Commissary,  Rooms  J  and  4. 
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LiBBY  Prison, 
First  Officers'  Quarters,  ^September  10,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  Warner, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  C.  S.  Military  Prison: 
Captain  :  Havinp:  learned  that  a  (■ommunicatiou  has  been  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  by  Col.  A.  D.  Streight,  Fifty  tirst  Indiana  Volunteers, 
U.  S.  Army,  complaining:  of  the  quantity  of  food  furnished  to  the  occu- 
pants of  this  tioor  of  the  Libby  Prison,  I  wish  to  make  the  following 
statement  in  pure  justice  to  you  and  your  commissary,  !S.  Burnham, 
whose  eftbrts  in  our  behalf  deserve  our  gratitude  and  thanks,  and  also 
to  relieve  any  impression  on  your  mind  that  I,  or  the  mass  of  my  fellow- 
prisoners,  participate  in  the  leeling  of  dissatisfa<'tion  and  complaint 
evinced  in  the  communication  above  alluded  to.  Colonel  Streight  being 
resident  on  this  tloor.  For  the  last  three  days  I  have  witnessed  the 
weighing  of  14'.M  pounds  of  beef,  23i)  pounds  of  bread  each  day,  also 
rationsof  salt,  vinegar,  soap,  rice  or  beans,  and  candles  issued  tons.  Our 
number  is  -99,  making  the  ration  of  beef  one-half  pound  and  bread  one 
jiound  and  two  ounces  to  each  man.  In  my  knowledge  about  the  |  same] 
quantity  and  ([uality  of  food  has  been  dispensed  to  us  for  the  hist  two 
months.  And,  m  conclusion,  permit  me  to  bear  testimony  of  the  kind 
and  courteous  treatment  that  we  have  received  at  the  hamls  of  all  the 
ofhcers  connected  witli  the  prison. 

DAVID   A.  McHOLLAND. 
Captain  and  Actimj  Commissary  <>/  Rooms  Sos.  1  and  2. 

llmloraemcnt.! 

LiBBT  Prison,  Richmond,  September  10,  1863. 
We  fully  indorse  the  within,  trusting  it  may  correct  a  statement,  which 
IS  false  and  unjust,  emanating  from  one  of  tlie  inmates  of  the  prison; 
but  in  doing  so  we  wish  only  to  speak  of  ourselves  individually  with- 
out referring  to  the  sentiments  of  any  other  officer. 

CHAS.  W.  TILDEN, 
Colonel  Si.vteenth  Maine    VnhnUeers. 
.TAMx:S  M.  SANDERSON, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  First  Corps. 


Richmond,  September  11,  ]8i>S. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Af/cnt  "/  Exchanrje: 

Sir:  1  did  hope  I  would  be  able  to  send  you  some  prisoners  by  the 
boat  which  arrived  at  City  Point  to-day.  I  lind  it  to  be  impossible.  I 
will,  however,  at  some  early  day  send  you  a  number  corresponding  to 
that  sent  by  the  last  boat.  I  think  I  can  safely  promise  to  send  them 
to  morrow  week. 

Respectfully,  y(nir  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Ayent  of  Exchanye. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Ayent  of  Exchanye : 

Sir:  On  to-morrow,  September  IL',  1.^0.3.  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  the  cartel,  I  shall  declare  exchanged  the  following  Confederate  olli- 
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cers  and  men  captured  at  Vicksburg  July  4,  1863,  and  since  then 
paroled,  to  wit: 

First.  The  officers  and  men  of  General  Stevenson'a  division,  consisting  of  Generals 
Barton's,  Lee's,  Reynolds',  and  Cummings  brigades.  The  regiments  belonging  to 
said  division  are  the  Fortieth,  Forty-tirst,  Forty-second,  Forty-third,  Fifty-second, 
Thirty-foarth,  Thirtv-sixtb,  Thirty-uiuth,  Fifty-sixth,  and  Fifty-seveuth  Georgia; 
the  Twentieth,  Twenty-third,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first,  and  Forty-sixth  Alabama;  the 
Third,  Thirtv-tirst,  Foity-tliird.  and  Fifty-ninth  Tennessee.  The  following  artillery 
also  belonged  to  it,  to  wit ;  Botetourt  Artillery,  Waddell's  artillery,  Cherokee  Artil- 
lery, and  Third  Maryland  Battery. 

.Second.  The  officers  and  men  of  General  Bowen's  division,  consisting  of  Generals 
Coclcreirs  and  Dockery's  brigades.  The  regiments  belonging  to  said' division  are 
the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry.  The  following  artillery 
also  belong  to  it,  to  wit:  Guibor's  battery,  Landis'  battery,  Wade's  battery,  Lowe's 
battery,  and  Dawson's  battery. 

Third.  The  officers  and  men  of  Brigadier-General  Moore's  brigade  of  General  For- 
ney's division.  The  regiments  belonging  to  said  brigade  are  the  Thirty-seventh, 
Fortieth,  and  Forty-second  Alabama,  and  the  Thirty-tifth  and  Fortieth  Mississippi. 

Fourth.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  Second  Texas  Regiment. 

Fifth.  The  officers  and  men  of  Waul's  Legion. 

I  have  in  my  possession  more  valid  paroles  of  your  officers  and  men 
than  would  be  au  equivalent  for  the  officers  and  men  herein  enumerated. 
In  addition  thereto  I  have  delivered  some  10,000  or  12,000  at  City  Point 
since  the  last  declaration  of  exchange.  It,  however,  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  agents  of  exchange,  whenever  one  of  them  declared  a  special 
exchange,  to  allow  the  other  to  select  the  equivalents.  In  accordance 
with  such  practice  I  now  give  you  that  privilege.  If  you  do  not  avail 
yourself  of  it  I  will  name  the  Federal  officers  and  men  who  are  dis- 
charged from  their  parole  by  reason  of  this  present  declaration  of 
exchange. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


War  Departm:ent,  Washington,  September  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

General:  Had  yon  not  better  telegraph  to  General  Burnside  not 
to  parole  bis  prisoners'? 
Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTO:^r. 


•;  ,--  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  September  11,  1863. 
Major-General  Burnside,  Cumberland  Gap: 

Parole  no  prisoners.     It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  is  forcing  into 
the  ranks  those  paroled  by  General  Grant  without  exchange. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Washington,  September  11,  1S63. 
General  Meredith: 

You  are  authorized  to  offer  General  Kemper  in  exchange  for  General 
Graham. 

Very  respectfullv,  &c.. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General,  &c. 
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Quaeteemaster-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  September  11,  1863. 
Capt.  C.  A.  Reynolds, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Rock  Island,  III.: 
Captain:  Your  letter  of  the  22cl  ultimo,  inclosing  a  modified  plan  of 
the  barracks  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Rocic  Island,  was  referred  to  Colonel 
llotlnian.  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  and  has  been   returned 
with  an  indorsement,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz: 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisont:r8, 

n'ashiniitoii,  .September  3,  1S63. 
It  was  expected  that  the  original  plan  might  have  to  be  modified  to  suit  the  ground, 
but  in  doiiiij  31)  it  i.i  not  advisable,  if  it  can  !>«-'  avoided,  to  divide  the  guard  into  two 
parts.  It  would  be  well  to  build  a  lilock-hoiise  of  three-inch  plank  at  the  end  of  the 
street  opposite  the  guard-house,  outside  the  fence,  for  additional  security.  I  would 
recommend  coal  stoves,  as  coal.  I  am  told,  is  abundant.  There  should  be  at  le.ast 
.six  wells;  nine  would  be  better  in  case  of  fire.  The  pumps  should  be  of  iron,  and 
there  should  be  two  or  three  force  pumps,  which,  with  hose,  cost  about  $100  apiece. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-Weiieral. 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third  Infaniry  and  Commissanj-General  of  Prisoners. 

The  mo<lified  plan  is  ap[>roved  with  the  suagestions  of  Colonel  Hoff- 
man as  to  guardhouse;  yet  if  in  your  opinion  two  guardhouses  would 
render  the  place  more  secure  you  will  have  them  built.  The  stoves 
should  be  for  coal  if  it  can  be  obtained  at  the  cost  of  wood.  Inasmuch 
as  water  can  be  obtained  at  about  the  depth  of  twenty-five  feet,  let  si.x; 
welJs  be  dug  Inside  the  fence. 

CHS.  THOMAS, 
Acting  Quartermaster-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  11,  1863. 

Inspection  report  of  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Delairare,  Srptemher  3,  isii3. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washinfitun,  D.  C: 
There  are  8.000  prisoners  of  war  at  this  point,  and  they  have  been 
much  crowded  together,  sick  and  well,  in  the  same  barracks,  which  it 
has  been  impossible  to  keep  clean.  Tiie  oi)ening  of  a  new  hospital  at 
this  post  which  contains  600  beds  will  improve  the  condition  of  affairs 
very  much,  and  the  separation  of  the  sick  will  improve  their  sanitary 
condition  immensely.  The  patients  were  being  moved  the  day  I  was 
there  very  much  to  their  relief.  Greater  facilities  for  cooking  are  needed, 
and  rigid  policing  in  the  neighborh(;od  of  the  kitchens,  mess-rooms,  and 
throughout  the  barracks  cannot  be  too  strictly  enforced.  General 
Schoepf  informs  me  that  he  was  able  to  procure  everything  that  was 
needed  and  wanted  for  nothing.  He  appears  to  be  very  zealous  and 
attentive  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  gives  all  his  time  to  a  per- 
sonal supervision  of  tlie  wants  of  those  under  his  i-liarge  and  labors  to 
improve  their  condition.  1  do  not  consider  Fort  Delaware  a  desirable 
location,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  for  a  large  depot  of  prisoners. 
The  ground  is  wet  and  marshy  and  the  locality  favorable  tor  the  develop- 
ment of  malarious  diseases.  There  have  been  many  deaths  at  this 
place  from  typhoid  fever,  the  result  of  their  being  crowded  together  in 
large  numbers  in  a  confined  space. 

C.  11.  CRAyK, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  lute  Medical  ItLspcctor  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  September  11,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  In  answer  to  that  portioTi  of  your  favor  of  the  7th  instant 
ill  relation  to  the  Alton  prison,  1  have  to  say  that  I  have  not  the  entire 
control  of  that  prison.  We  have  no  regular  official  information  as  to  the 
number  of  prisoners  there.  At  tliis  time  I  have  befoie  me  a  copy  of  a 
report  of  an  inspection  made  by  an  otlicer  appointed  by  tiie  commandin": 
general  of  tliis  de|)arttnent  to  make  inspection  of  the  Alton  prison,  and 
tind  from  his  report  that  there  are  now  l,.'51li  prisoners  at  Alton.  Unless 
reports  from  the  Alton  prison  come  through  this  office  I  cannot  be 
informed  of  the  number  of  pri-^oners  on  hand  at  tliat  prison.  I  would 
most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Alton  prison  be  used  only  as  a  prison 
for  convicts  for  this  and  otlier  departments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
and  that  it  be  placed  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  provost- 
marslial-geueral  of  this  department,  and  that  all  the  business  of  the 
prison  pass  tlirough  this  ottice. 

I  find  that  (juite  a  number  of  prisoners  are  now  in  tlie  Alton  prison 
serving  oat  sentence  from  some  other  department.  Lately  a  number  of 
these  i)risouers  iiave  made  application  to  be  discharged,  on  the  ground 
that  their  term  of  imprisonment  has  expired.  I  can  talce  no  action  in 
these  cases,  as  they  ne\'er  pass  through  this  office.  In  this  way  a  great 
many  are  kept  in  prison  for  a  long  time  and  neglected.  I  most  resi)ect- 
fully  call  your  attention  to  the  above  suggestion. 

I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  O.   BROADHEAD, 
Provost- Marshal- General  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Headijuarters  District  of  Texas,  &c., 

Sabine  Pass,  September  11.  lSfJ3, 
J.  S.  Besser,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Penitentiary,  Hnntsrille: 

Sir:  Having  removed  the  Federal  i)risoners  from  the  penitentiary  in 
accordance  with  your  desire,  I  would  not  again  make  application  lor 
its  use  for  this  purpose  were  not  the  state  of  public  affairs  somewhat 
diflerent.  It  is  now  not  only  forbidden  to  parole  but  to  exchange 
prisoners,  hence  they  must  accumulate  on  our  hands  as  the  war 
progresses. 

With  a  small  force  at  my  command  to  defend  the  State,  every  man 
[of]  which  is  now  extremely  lU'etled  in  the  held,  and  from  the  disposi- 
tion to  escape,  as  recently  manifested  by  some  of  the  Federal  prisoners 
at  Camp  (iroce,  I  tind  myself  much  embarrassed  and  the  highest  inter- 
est of  the  State  involved  in  the  safe-keeping  of  these  prisoners. 

I  have  papers  in  my  possession  captured  from  the  enemy  a  ^ew  days 
since  going  to  iirove  that  the  late  formidable  expedition  was  in  a  great 
degree  induced  by  the  report  to  the  Federal  authorities  of  an  escajjed 
Federal  prisoner. 

The  arguments  urged  by  some  that  a  penitentiary  is  not  a  proper 
l)lace  in  which  to  conliiie  prisoners  of  \\  ar  ceases  to  have  application 
since  the  imprisonment  in  Northern  penitentiaries  not  only  of  privates 
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but  of  the  gallant  and  devoted  Morgan,  whom  we  know  to  be  thus  con- 
liued  and  who  is  said  to  be  treated  as  a  convict. 

In  the  penitentiary  these  prisoners  can  be  kept  by  a  very  small  guard 
of  the  State,  armed  with  hmces  and  a  few  pistols;  elsewhere  they  would 
require  a  considerable  force  of  well-armed  and  disciplined  troops.  1 
trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  no  longer  withhold  your  consent  to  a 
jiroposition  so  evidently  beneficial  to  the  State,  while  the  evils  said  to 
lie  apprehended  are  purely  imaginary. 

I  state  for  your  information  that  there  are  about  3.50  prisoners  in 
addition  to  those  at  Camp  Groce.  From  a  sense  of  propriety  1  send 
this  letter  through  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.   BANKHEAD  MAGRTJDER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Miibile.  AJa.,  iStptember  11,  lS(;:i. 
Capt.  J.  W.  De  Botte,  A.^sistant  Agent,  Demopolis.  Ala.: 

Captain  :  Vou  will  jiroceed  to  the  Department  of  Trans-Mississippi 
at  your  earliest  convenience  and  inform  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  no 
prisoners  of  war  are  to  be  released  under  any  circumstances  on  jjarole 
until  further  orders.  Surgeons  and  chai)lains  are  now  prisoners  (if  war. 
In  all  cases  prisoners  must  be  paroled  in  duplicate,  even  when  confined 
in  prison.  1  desire  you  will  use  your  best  ability  and  untiring  industry 
in  procuring  certified  lists  of  all  the  paroled  prisoners  of  war  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  In  all  cases  procure  duplicate 
jiaroles  if  such  were  ever  taken.  In  the  lists  of  prisoners  you  will  see 
that  the  proper  forms  are  fully  comi)lied  with — date  of  ca()ture,  date  of 
parole,  where  capturetl,  when  paroled,  when  released,  letter  of  company, 
number  of  regiment,  and  the  rank  of  each  piisoner.  You  will  see  all 
the  generals  m  the  department  and  give  them  copy  of  this  letter.  You 
will  ])ay  particular  attention  to  the  list  of  prisoners  of  war  at  the  sur- 
render of  General  Twiggs,  in  1S61,  to  Colonel  Van  Dorn,  C.  S.  Army. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  WATTS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


IlEADgUARTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  7;',  isiiS. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Gommixsarg-dcneraJ  of  Prisonerfi,  Wa.iliingtoi),  T>.  C.: 
Colonel:    Your   letter   of  Sei)tember  S   is   received.     I   send    you 
ilt'claration  of  exchange,  amended  as  you  suggest. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEU EDITH, 
Brigadier-deneral  and  (.'omwis.sioney  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  September  1:.',  ISf^.'i. 
All  civilians  who  may  have  been  arrested  by  the  Confeilerate  authori- 
ties at  any  time  before  .May  (i,  1863.  and  who  have  been  received  at  City 
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Point  or  at  other  places  across  oar  Hues,  are  hereby  discharged  from 
any  and  every  obligation  contained  in  any  parole  they  may  have  given 
to  the  enemy. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Oommission, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  12,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commis- 
sion, respectfully  ask  permission  to  send  some  capable  and  judicious 
minister  of  the  Gospel  to  labor  among  the  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout. 
Hundreds  of  this  class  at  (Gettysburg,  to  whom  our  commission  has 
brought  the  Gospel  of  Christian  kindness  and  sympathy,  have  been,  as 
we  believe,  fully  won.  Instead  of  enemies  they  are 'our  friends.  Preju- 
diced against  us  by  designing  men,  they  have  been  surprised  to  find 
us  neither  infidel  nor  heatlien,  and  when  released  they  will  go  to  their 
homes  all  through  the  South  to  tell  of  the  sad  delusion  which  has  pos- 
sessed them. 

Pledging  ourselves  if  our  request  be  granted  to  send  no  one  who 
would  in  any  way  embarrass  the  Government,  we  are. 
Most  respectfuUv,  yours, 

WM.  BALLANTYNE. 
M.  H.  MILLEE. 


Confederate  States  of  Ajieeica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  12,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  nf  Exchange: 

Sir  :  The  last  flag-of- truce  boat  brought  an  application  for  the  removal 
of  the  body  of  Maj.  l\obert  Morris. 

You  are  aware  that  some  time  ago  I  made  a  similar  request  with 
respect  to  the  body  of  Captain  Stamps,  who  fell  at  Gettysburg.  That 
request  was  declined.'  If  you  will  agree  that  the  body  of  Captain 
Stamps  be  transported  from  the  held  at  Ciettysburg  at  our  expense, 
the  remains  of  Major  Morris  will  be  brought  to  City  Point  at  yours. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


CoNFE derate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  12,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  proposal  of  the  11th  instant  for  the 
exchange  of  Brigadier-General  Ivemper  for  Biig.  Gen.  Charles  K.  Gra- 
ham. 1  accept  it.  It  is  impossible  to  send  Brigadier  General  Graham 
at  this  present  time  to  City  Point.  He  will,  however,  go  with  the  next 
departure  of  prisoners  at  the  end  of  next  week.  I  will  notify  him  of  the 
fact.  In  the  meantime  I  hope  you  will  have  General  Kemper  at  Fort 
Monroe,  to  be  brought  to  City  Point  in  the  same  boat  that  bears  General 
Graham  to  you. 

I  will  also  sciiil  to  you  at  the  same  time  the  Sanitary  Commission  to 
which  you  formerly  referred.     Will  you  send  our  nurses  to  us? 
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Let  me  also,  in  this  moment  of  compliance,  su<in:est  that  Mr.  John  F. 
Scott,  of  Fredericksburg^,  who  was  captnred  while  performing-  the  offices 
of  mercy  to  a  wounded  Federal  officer  on  the  battle  tield  of  Fredericks- 
l)urg,  be  sent  to  us.  If  any  case  in  this  war  could  appeal  tor  clemency 
it  is  his.  Ue  was  arrested  under  the  circumstances  1  have  mentioned. 
He  is,  or  was,  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  1  have  not  waited  for  your 
acquiescence  to  this  request  before  I  agreed  to  send  the  members  of 
the  Sanitary  ('oiiimission  to  you.  I  send  them  because  I  am  satistied 
they  have  at  one  time  or  another  done  otHces  of  mercy  to  our  people. 
Kespectfully,  ycur  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OLTLD, 
Agent  of  Excharu/e. 


Special  Orders,  (     War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  Oeneral's  Office, 

Xo.  410.  \  \V,i.sluiiijton,  SepteiiibiT  1:.',  /^'6'.9. 

11.  Surg.  Charles  II.  Crane,  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported  for  duty  in 
the  Surgeon-General's  Office,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
398,  September  4,  1863,  from  this  office,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty 
connected  with  prisoners  of  war. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Septe\nber  IJ,  t^6-'j. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Comininsioner  for  E.fcltange,  Wnfihinfiton,  D.  €.: 
Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Ould  that  he  accepts  the  exchange  of 
Brigadier-General  Graham  for  Brigadier-General  Kemper,  but  that  it 
will  be  impossible  to  send  General  Graham  before  the  end  of  this  week. 
I  will  therefore  send  a  boat  tin-  General  Graham  on  Saturday  next,  and 
I  would  res[)ectfully  suggest  that  (General  Kemper  be  forwarded  to  this 
point  iu  order  that  he  may  lu-oceed  South  by  that  conveyance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Bri(jaiUer-Gtneral  ami   Coniniisniomr  Jhr  E.rchamje. 


Heauijcvimeks  l)i:rART:Mi:Ni'  m-   \'ii:rfiNiA, 

Fort   Minirof,  Srptiinher  li,  ISGS. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock. 

L'ommi.sKionrr for  Exvhiinge,  Wdshinijtiin,  l>.  ('.: 
Sir:   Mr.  Ould  informs  me  that  on  Satuntay  next  he  will  release  the 
members  of  the  Sa,iiitary  Commission,  and  asks  that  we  will  reciprocate 
by  sending  them  their  nurses  held  by  the  T.  S.  authorities. 

I  am,  general,  verv  resi)ectfullv.  vour  obedient  ser\ant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and   Cuinniin.iioner  for   Exchange. 
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Headquaetees  Depaetment  op  Vieginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  14, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

(Jommissioner  for  Exchange,  Washington,  D.  C: 
SiB:  I  liave  to-day  received  a  strong  appeal  from  the  rebel  agent  of 
excbauge  in  bebalf  of  Mr.  Joha  F.  Scott,  of  Fredericksburg,  who,  he 
claiuis.  was  captured  while  performiug  the  office  of  mercy  to  a  wounded 
Federal  officer  ou  the  battle-field.  Should  this  be  the  case,  would  it  not 
be  well  to  forward  him  in  consideration  of  the  release  of  the  members 
of  the  Sanitary  Commission  '♦ 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Departmknt  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe.  September  14,  186S. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  declaration  of  exchange  by  Mr. 
Oukl.*     May  [  ask  you  to  send  uie  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem 
necessary  iu  the  premises? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S    A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissiotier  for  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  14,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  In  your  letter  of  September  7,  decliinng  to  exchange  General 
Graham  for  General  Smith,  you  state  that  I  appear  to  be  laboiing 
under  some  strange  mistake:  that  General  Smith  has  already  been 
exchanged,  and  that  I  have  received  the  equivalent.  Ou  July- 14, 
18()3,  my  i)redecessor,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  wrote  to  yon,  posi- 
tively declining  to  unite  with  you  iu  your  declaration  of  exchange  of 
July  13,  and  requesting  you  to  notify  the  officers  therein  named  that 
their  exchange  would  not  be  recognized  by  the  authorities  of  the 
L'nited  States.  May  I  ask  who  was  the  ecjuivaleut  delivered  for  Gen- 
eral Smith  ?  I  now  repeat  to  you  the  notification  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow,  and  state  that  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  will  not 
recognize  the  excliange  of  the  above  officers  until  united  in  by  me. 
Respectfully,  \  our  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  xMEREDlTH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  14,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  nf  Exchange: 

Sir:  In  your  letter  of  the  I4th  instant  you  inquire  ''who  was  the 
equivalent  delivered  for  General  Smith."     If  you  will  refer  to  my  letters 

'  See  OuUl  til  .Meredith,  September  11,  p.  279. 
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of  the  13th  and  17th  of  July  you  will  find  out  who  waa  the  equivalent 
It  bad  been  our  practice,  whenever  a  special  exchange  was  declared  bv 
one  party,  to  allow  the  other  to  select  the  eiiuivaleut  from  prisoners 
already  paroled  or  delivered.  I  pursued  that  course  in  tlie  case  of  the 
Vicksburg  general  officers.  The  equivalent  could  be  found  in  officers 
and  men  paroled  at  Fredericksburg,  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement 
between  (ieuerals  Lee  aiul  Hooker.  If  that  was  not  satisfactory  the 
c<|uivalent  could  easily  be  found  in  the  10,000  prisoners  whom  I 
leleased  from  captivity  and  sent  to  City  Point.  In  tliat  10,000  there 
was  an  excess  of  more  than  (i.OOO  at  least  over  the  number  you  had 
delivered  at  the  same  place  since  the  last  general  declaration  Of 
exchange.  My  letter  of  the  17th  of  July  contains  a  fair  statement  not 
only  of  the  practice  of  the  agents  of  exchauge,  but  of  the  grounds  of  my 
antbority  to  declare  the  exchange  of  the  Vicksburg  general  officers 
including  General  M.  L.  Smith.  The  eftbrts  to  cast  discredit  upon  tbe 
regular  and  honorable  exchange  of  these  officers  is,  to  use  a  phrase  of 
your  own  in  one  of  your  letters  of  tbe  14th  instant,  "simply  ridiculous." 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchanijf. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  14,  ISilS. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  ask  to  be  informed  of  the  status  of  Ool 
V\  illiam  H.  Powell.  Is  he  or  is  he  not  held  and  treated  as  a  prisoner 
nt  war,  subject  to  exchauge  like  other  prisoners  in  case  excbau"-es 
sbould  be  resumed?  " 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Excham/e. 


Headqcartees  Defenses  of  Baltimore, 

Fort  Mc Henry,  Md.,  September  11,  1^63.* 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter 
of  the  ll'th  instant,!  m  which  you  state  that  your— 

Letter  of  instructions  of  the  3(1  instant  t  was  inteiult-d  to  apply  to  all  prisoners  ol 
war,  mclmlitifr  spies  under  trial  or  senteuee.  whether  soldiers  or  ritizena,  and  to  all 
prisoners  belonging  to  the  rebel  States:  also  that  persons  u  lio  reside  in  the  loval 
btates  arresteil  tor  disloyal  conduct  are  political  prisoners  only,  ami  an^  not  classed 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  prisoners  held  at  this  post  hitherto  have  been  divideil  into  three 
classes,  as  follows: 

First.  Soldier  prisoners,  or  those  belonging  to  the  I'.  S.  Army  and 
charged  with  oU'enses  pnuishable  by  military  law. 

Second.  Prisoners  of  war,  who  are  subject  to  no  punishments  except 
that  ot  being  held  in  safe  continement  until  duly  exchanged. 

Third.  Political  prisoners,  or  those  other  than  tbe  lirst  class  who  are 
charged  with  otlenses  for  which  they  may  be  tried  and  punished  by  a 
court  martial  or  military  commission. 

This  classification,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  prisoners  of  war  and  politi  al 
prisoners,  I  have  regarded  as  fully  authorized  by  General  Orders,  No. 

'  .Should  be  1.X64.  t  See  Vol.  VII,  thiJseries,  pp.  711,  811." 


288  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

100,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  24, 1863.  Para- 
graph 4:9,  section  3,  said  orders,  defines  a  prisoner  of  war  to  be  a  public 
eneray  armed  or  attached  to  the  hostile  army  for  active  aid  who  ha3 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  captor,  either  fighting  or  wounded  on  the 
field,  or  in  the  hospital,  by  individual  surrender,  or  by  capitulation,  &c. 
See  also  on  the  same  point  paragraphs  50  and  51,  same  section.  By 
paragraph  5(5,  same  section,  -'A  prisoner  of  war  is  subject  to  no  punish- 
ment for  being  a  public  enemy;"  and  see  also  paragraph  75,  same  sec- 
tion. By  paragraph  S2,  section  5  of  said  orders,  "Men  who  commit 
hostilities  without  being  part  and  portion  of  the  organized  hostile 
army,  &c.,  if  cai)tured  are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  jirisouers  of 
war,  but  shall  be  treated  summarily  as  robbers  and  pirates."  See  also 
paragraphs  S3,  84,  and  85  of  the  same  section,  and  paragraphs  88,  90, 
91,  92,  and  lOO  of  section  5,  said  orders,  in  wliich  several  other  classes 
of  enemies  not  belonging  to  the  hostile  army  are  named,  who,  when 
captured,  are  not  to  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  are  made  liable  to 
punishments  to  which  prisoners  of  war  are  not  subject. 

A  large  portion  of  the  prisoners  held  at  this  po>t  and  classified  as 
political  belong  to  these  classes  or  some  of  them,  and  belong  also  to  the 
rebel  States.  For  example:  Walter  Lennox,  ex-mayor  ol  W^ashington, 
D.  C.  now  belonging  to  Kichmond,  Va..  is  a  prisoner  CjI  tliis  post,  and 
held  in  close  continement  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  all 
X^risoners  belonging  to  the  rebel  States  '-are  to  be  held  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  to  be  released  from  close  continement,"  then  this  prisoner, 
now  held  as  political,  must  be  included,  and  if  so  included,  must  be 
regarded  as  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  including 
that  of  exchange. 

If  such  be  a  correct  interpretation  of  your  letter,  your  directions  will 
work  an  entire  revolution  in  the  system  established  at  this  post  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  both  for  the  chxssitication  of  prisoners 
and  further  treatment  and  government.  Permit  me.  respectfully,  to 
ask  for  further  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headouarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  September  14,  1863. 
Maj.  G.  5T.  LiEBER,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  communication  of  September  9,  department 
headquarters,  just  received,  resi>ecting  a  newspaper  extract,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between 
myself  and  Odlouel  Logan,  consisting  of  one  conimuuication  to  him 
and  one  reply,  both  [ler  Hag  of  truce.*  1  would  further  state  tliat  I 
have  since  the  date  of  these  coniiuiinications  been  endeavoring  to 
obtain  satisfactory  testimony  to  sustain  the  charge  that  two  colored 
soldiers  were  hung  as  stateil;  but  flie  onl\' evidence  so  far  is  that  of 
two  colored  soldiers  who  state  they  saw  two  colored  men  in  uniform  of 
U.  S.  soldiers  hanging  from  a  tree  near  Jackson,  La.,  after  the  tight. 
They  do  not  claim  that  tliey  saw  the  act  of  lianging  these  men  com- 
mitted. Whether  some  of  rlie  colored  soldiers  taken  prisoners  were 
hung  or  whether  the  spectacle  \\itiiesseil  by  the  two  soldiers  mentioned 

*Soe  Andrews  to  Loj^an,  .Viigii-.t  ",,  p.  177  huiI  l.u;^;[n  tn  Andrews,  Augusts,  p.  189. 
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was  merely  a  "chivalrous"  exhibitioa  of  the  feelings  of  some  of  the 
rebels  t<jward  some  of  the  colored  soldiers  slain  in  the  conflict  remains 
undetermined. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Colonel  Lo^an  denies  that  any  such  thing  was 
done  with  his  knowledge  or  authority.  The  testimony  of  the  assistant 
surgeon  who  was  released  by  the  rebels,  he  having  been  taken  prisoner 
during  the  action,  shows  that  while  great  contempt  was  manifested 
toward  officers  of  colored  troops  and  Lieutenant  Orrillion  was  forced 
to  march  at  the  head  of  his  "niggers," as  the  rebels  expressed  it,  there 
was  no  other  violence  or  ill-treatment  ottered  to  the  prisoners  within 
his  knowledge.  No  conclusive  testimony  can  be  obtained  from  citizens 
in  regard  to  this  matter. 

It  has  been  stated  by  some  of  them  that  the  wounded  colored  sol- 
diers were  well  treated  and  cared  for;  some  of  tliem  state  that  they 
have  heard  that  some  of  the  colored  soldiers  were  in  some  underhand 
way  sold  at  auction  in  Clinton,  La.;  others  state  that  they  had  heard 
that  a  number  of  the  colored  soldiers  taken  prisoners  at  Jackson  had 
been  shot.     But  in  all  tliese  points  they  speak  from  hearsay  only. 

As  to  the  beating  of  the  colored  soldiers  I  am  informed  that  in  one 
or  two  instances  they  were  struck  several  times  by  some  of  the  rebels, 
but  were  not  seriously  injured. 

While  I  am  clearly  and  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  colored  soldiers 
cannot  with  justice  be  employed  as  such  without  receiving  the  same 
protection  that  other  troops  would  receive  under  similar  circumstances, 
and  while  I  am  entirely  ready  and  willing  to  carry  out  with  stern 
severity  any  retaliatory  measures  which  may  be  deenied  proper  by  the 
commanding  general  of  tiie  (le[>artinent  or  other  competent  authority 
which  I  should  feel  bound  to  consult  in  a  matter  of  such  importance 
before  proceeding  to  execute,  I  am  on  the  other  hand  of  opinion  that 
no  such  measures  should  be  resorted  to  without  clear  and  decisive  evi- 
dence of  the  commission  of  acts  calling  for  such  action,  and  in  the 
present  case  I  do  not  consider  the  evidence  up  to  this  time  satisfactory 
as  to  the  alleged  hanging  of  colored  soldier  prisoners  of  war. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 
Brigadier- (ienerid  (if  Vols.,  Coiiidij.  Post  and   Corps  <PAM([He. 

(rn.l..rseinwit.l 

There  is  no  evidence  ui)on  which  retaliatory  measures  can  be  ])roperly 
based,  and  the  reply  of  Ceueral  Logan  must  be  received  as  satisfactory 
upon  the  part  of  the  alleged  execution  of  or  punishment  of  negroes. 
He  is  not  justified,  however,  in  placing  otticers  anil  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  in  close  confinement  upon  the  presentation  of  the  inquiry 
unless  accompanied  by  some  other  statement  not  disclosed  in  the  corre- 
spondence.    This  opinion  should  be  made  known  to  (ieiieral  Andrews. 

N.  1'.  r.AXKt;. 


OFFtcE  Commissary  (iENERAF.  hf  Pkisonkrs, 

Wiisliini/ton.  1>.  ('..  Sipftiiiliir   li,  /s/;.v 
Brig.  Cen.  E.  11.  S.  CANnv, 

CommaniliiKj    f'.  8.  Forces   ('it;/  mid   Jlnrlxir,  Xrie    York  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  regulations  which 
were  established  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  govern- 
ment of  officers  commanding  stations  where  prisoners  of  war  are  held. 
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By  these  regulations  prisoners  are  permitted  to  receive  clothing  and 
money  with  certain  liuiitations.  The  money  is  to  be  held  for  their  use 
by  the  commanding  officer,  subject  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  such 
articles  as  may  be  allowed,  and  any  balance  in  his  hands  to  be  turned 
over  to  them  on  tlieir  delivery  at  (Jity  Point  or  elsewhere.  They  may 
receive  such  articles  of  clothing  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  up  what 
they  are  permitted  to  have,  viz,  a  change  of  underclothing  aud  an  out- 
side suit.  Complaints  have  been  made  by  the  rebel  authorities  that 
while  they  are  willing  to  |)erniit  the  prisoners  they  hold  in  Richmond 
to  receive  money  aud  clothing,  we  refuse  such  favors  to  the  prisoners  in 
our  hands;  and  though  it  is  well  known  that  the  Union  prisoners  in 
Richmond  are  badly  abused  it  is  well  to  avoid  giving  them  any  oppor- 
tunity to  refer  to  anything  we  do  as  an  example  or  excuse. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  oUedient  ser\ant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel   Third  Iii/antt!/  und   <'niniiiinsanj-(jeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Co3iiiissAi;v-(;ENERA[,  of  Prisoners, 

WdahiinjliiH.  Ik  ('.,  September  11,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  3Ieredith, 

(Jo)nmissioiter  for  Exchaiuje  nf  I'rixaucrs,  Fnrt  Monroe,  Va.: 

General:  I  have  the  honur  to  aeknowleilge  the  receipt  of  a  number 
of  communications  from  Mr.  ( >uld,  which  sou  referred  to  this  office  on 
the  loth  instant.  Please  say  to  .Mr.  Oiild  that  the  arrangements 
reported  by  Capt.  J.  C.  Jameison  as  having  been  entered  into  by  Gen- 
erals McXeil  aud  Marniaduke,  ecmimanding  the  (ii)[)osing  forces  in  Mis- 
souri in  May  last,  for  the  exchange  of  officers,  has  not  before  been 
brouijht  to  the  notice  of  this  office,  and  immediate  steps  will  be  taken 
to  have  the  agreement,  whateser  it  was,  fully  carried  out  on  our  part. 

As  a  reply  to  ^Ir.  Ould's  letters  of  the  I'd  instant,  I  inclose  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  regulations  wiiich  havi'  governed  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  i)risoners  of  war  in  our  liunds  for  the  last  two  years.*  It  is 
unavoidable  that  in  many  cases  these  instructions  are  not  fully  carried 
out,  wldch  gives  occasion  fur  complaint,  but  generally  they  are  closely 
adhered  to.  and  we  will  be  ^•ery  glad  if  oar  people  heid  at  Richmond 
fare  as  well  as  prisoners  who  are  in  our  liands. 

The  proposition  of  "Sir.  Ould  for  an  eschanue  of  rolls  of  officers  held 
as  prisoners  of  war  on  cither  side  is  approved,  and  1  will  in  a  few  days 
furnish  you  with  a  list  of  all  licloiiuini,'-  to  the  Confederate  Army  held 
by  us,  for  which  I  will  be  glad  tc^  receive  in  return  a  list  of  Federal  offi- 
cers held  as  prisoners  of  Avar  in  the  < 'on federate  States.  In  many  cases 
prisoners  give  fictitious  names,  or  mistakes  are  made  in  the  initials  or 
in  the  spelling,  which  makes  ir  diiiiciilc  or  impossible  to  tind  the  name 
of  prisoners  when  in(|uin'il  for  1)\-  riicii  pi'oper  names. 
\'erv  respectfiilh-,  \iiin  oi  n-ilirnr  .--erN'aiit, 

VV.  HOFFMAN. 
('<'liiiu-l    Third   Iiifnii!);/  mill   <  ■iiiniiinKiiri/Generdl  if  Prisoners. 

IIk.vh   r  Au  I  i;i;s  l-'uRi'  Delaware,  Del., 

Septemljer  l.>,  1S63. 

Ool.  WlLLLOI    llOFFM.V-X. 

('iiinmissartj-(jriierii!  <■'    Trisiniris.  Wiisliliigton,  I>.  C: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  H'tli   instant.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  .special  Onlers.  No.  liio,  which   is  based  upon,  and  in   strict 

■  Sri-  V.-\    l\     ;!,is  s.-rius.  j..  l.V.'. 
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Washington,  September  16,  1863. 
General  Meredith: 

General  Kemper  will  be  sent  to  you  for  exchange.  We  shall  fully 
reciprocate  in  the  exchange  of  sanitary  person.s.  Mr.  J.  F.  Scott 
shall  be  sent  South  if  possible,  and  i  know  of  nothing  to  prevent  it  at 
this  time. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major- General,  ifcc. 


Office  Commis.sarv-Gkneual  of  Prisoners, 

Wiisliinijtiin,  Septnnher  16,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Cdinmissioner  for  E.reluinije  of  Prisoners,  Fart  .][oitr(ie,  Va.: 

trENERAL:  Mr.  Ould's  letter  of  tlie  ")th  instant,  with  the  accompany- 
ing Ii'tter  trom  Capt.  W.  0.  Bird,  which  you  referred  to  MaJnrGeneral 
Ilitclicocl;,  commissioner  for  exciiange  of  prisoners,  lias  been  by  him 
reteircd  to  tliis  ofBce,  and  iii  re[ily  1  lia\'e  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing remarks: 

Cai)taiii  Bird  states  that  lie  was  wnmidcd  and  taken  [irisoner  at  the 
battle  of  Perryville  and  remained  in  Kentucky  some  mouths.  How 
much  of  that  time  he  was  in  hospital  he  does  not  states,  but  probably 
most  of  it,  as  we  have  no  permanent  station  in  Kentucky  for  prisoners. 
He  remained  at  Camp  Chase,  which  is  a  perinaneut  iirison  camp,  six 
weeks.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  .lolinson's  Island,  where,  alter  a 
short  stay,  he  was  sent  to  City  Point.  The  delay  was  occasioned,  not 
by  a  desire  to  detain  him,  but  from  unavoidable  causes,  ami  in  i>art 
from  misconception  of  orders. 

It  has  not  been  by  the  authority  of  the  War  Department  that  this 
oHicer  or  other  otticers  or  soldiers  who  have  been  discharged  have  not 
been  promptly  delivered.  Repeated  orders  have  been  given  that  all 
exchanged  officers  and  men  should  be  sent  forward  tor  delivery  with- 
out delay,  but  in  some  few  cases,  through  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
orders,  persons  entitled  to  be  sent  beyond  the  lines  have  not  been  for- 
warded; but  in  no  instance  where  a  case  ot  this  kind  has  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  this  office  has  there  been  any  hesitation  in  rectifying 
the  error. 

The  obstacle  whicii  for  so  many  months  interrupted  the  delivery  of 
jirisoners  of  war  at  Vicksburg  prevented  deliveries  that  would  other- 
wise have  been  made,  and  thus  individual  (-ises  were  lost  sight  of 

Ma.jor-Creneral  Hit('hcock  has  addressed  you  in  relation  to  the  case  of 
Cai^t.  William  Waller,  mentioned  in  the  h/tter  of  Caiitain  Bird,  and 
nothing  is  re(|uired  from  me. 

iledical  officers  and  chaidains  are  lield  because  otlic(>rs  of  the  same 
class  belonging  to  the  Federal  Army  are  held  iu  the  [>iisoiis  in  liich- 
mond. 

Mr.  Ould  asks  for  the  release  of  Lieut.  W  .  F.  Blackwooil,  Fifth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  captured  m  .Men-er  t'ounry,  Ky..  now  at  Johnson's 
Island.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  detdaration  oi'  exchang<^  which  covers 
his  case.  The  two  last  exchanges  deidared  in  .May  ;iiid  .liiue.  so  far  as 
I  know,  exchanged  only  such  prisoners  as  had  already  been  delivered 
and  paroled.  If  Mr.  Ould  can  show  that  he  has  been  exchanged,  he 
will  be  at  once  sent  to  City  Point. 

I  will  immediately  have  a  eareful  examinatiou  of  the  records  of  our 
prisons  made,  and  all  prisoners  of  war.  w  hetlier  i(>i-ruits  or  old  soldiers, 
w  ho>e  evchange  has  heretofore  lieen  unnouiiced  will  lie  without  delay 
delivered  beyond  our  lines. 
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There  may  be  cases  where  prisoners  of  war  are  charged  with  oflenses 
outside  of  their  legitimate  duties  as  soldiers,  aud  these  may  be  held 
responsible  for  these  acts. 

Kecruits  are  not  tried  by  court-martial,  because  they  are  recruits; 
but  if  recruiting  ofticers  come  within  our  lines  and  induce  men  to  enlist 
under  them,  neither  they  nor  those  whom  they  enlist  can  claim  the 
l)rivileges  of  prisoners  of  war. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  hoffma:^. 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Frisoners. 


Office  Commissary-Genebal  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  September  16,  ISii:!. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  E.vchanne  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  li'th  instant,  inclosing  annexed  decla- 
ration of  exchange  of  civilians,  is  received,  and  in  rei)iy  I  beg  to  say  that 
1  do  not  think  it  yet  exnctly  meets  the  case.  TLie  declaration  is  to 
cover  the  exchange  of  all  civilians  arrested  by  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties on  parole  at  City  Point  or  at  other  places  across  our  lines  on  nr 
before  theOth  of  May.  As  yon  word  the  declaration  it  applies  to  those 
arrested  prior  to  tne  6th  of  May,  though  released  on  parole  at  any  subse- 
quent time. 

Very  resi)e(tfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel    Third   Infantry  and.  Commissary- General  of  Frisoners. 


Hf.adijuarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  16.  1863. 
Hon.  lioBERT  OuLD,  Ifjeut  of  Fxvhanije,  Richmond,  Va.: 

lSir:  I  am  in  possession  of  reliable  information  which  states  that 
Andrew  Johnson.  Cdutined  in  Castle  Thunder,  is  subject  to ''horrible 
rreatuient."'     Will  you  cause  iii<(uiry  to  be  made  into  this  case  and  let 
me  know  his  condition  at  j'luir  earliest  convenience? 
Very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
liriijadier-Gcneral  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

|Fir>-t  iii.lorsdiient.l 

Offii  E  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Uiclunond.   Va.,  Septeml)er  21,  1863. 
IJespecrtully  referred   to   Ihig.  Oen.  John   IF.  Winder,  commanding 
department. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


nEAlXjt'ARTEKS    DEl'AliTMENT    OF    THE    HENRICO, 

Richmond,  ^September  21,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Captain  Alexander,  commanding  C.  S.  prison, 
liy  order  of  (.General  Winder: 

W.  S.  WINDER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


<FEDEP 
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Respectfully  referred  to  headquarters. 

The  ouly  complaint  Johnson  makes  is  that  his  diet  is  not  as  good  ;is 
he  desires,  and  says  he  lias  no  other  complaint  to  make. 
Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(t.  W.  ALEXANDER, 
Asuistant  AiljutantGcrural  und  An>ii.ft(()it  Provost-Marshal. 


Office  ExcnANCrE  of  Prisoners, 

[\ieltmond,  Fa.,  September  21,  isfio. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Brig.  (len.  S.  A.  Meredith,  agent  for  exchange 
of  prisoners. 

I  am  perfectly  satisrieil,  from  diligent  iu([uiry,  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  the  charge  that  Johnson's  treatment  has  been  -'horrible," 
or  in  any  manner  has  been  different  from  that  of  other  prisoners  con- 
fined at  Castle  Thunder.  I  refer  you  to  Rev.  Mr.  Scandlin  for  the  facts 
in  this  regard,  as  stated  by  .Johnson  liimself. 

RO.  OULD, 
A(jent  of  Exchcnge. 

:  Filth  iliilorseiiient.] 

Office  Commissiunkr  for  Exchanoe  of  Prisoners, 

Fart  Mdiirof,  Va.,  September  i'S,  1S6.3. 
Respectfully  rcturneil  to  Col.  William  Hort'man,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  and   leter  him  to  above  indcirsement  of  R.  Ould,  rebel 
agent  of  exchange. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Briijadier-Cienerol  oiul   Commissioner  for  Exehoiuje. 


Offkk  Commissary  (Iexekal  of  Prisoners, 

Wiishiii(it())i,  D.  C,  September  Hi,  1S6.3. 
-Surg.  Ebenezer  Swift,  U.  S.  (imerol  Hospitnl,  Chester,  Pa.: 

Sir:   1  am  directed  by  the  Commissary-(;eueraI  of  Prisoners  to  re- 

(|nest  that  when  prisoners  are  sent  tor  delivery  none  will  be  sent  who 

have  or  are  about  making  applicatidns  to  be  released  on  taking  the 

oath  of  allegiance  until  their  cases  are  lirst  submitted  to  him  fur  decision. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

\V.  T.   IIARTZ. 
Ciiptuin   and   Assistant   Adjiitinit-Ceueral. 

(Same  to  Surg.  J.  .Siiniins.  Dt- Camp  ( ;enci;il  Ibispital.  1  >avids  Islund, 
N.  Y.  Harbor,  X.  Y.) 


Ckneral  Orders,  /       An.n.  \y\i  l,\sr.  CrF.NEiiAL's  Office, 

No.  12;5.  \  Rii-hiiioiid,  Si'iiti'inhet-   Hi.  /-^'-'o. 

The  following  order  is  imblished  fur  the  iiifDrmatinn  ot'  all  cimccrncd: 

l-:.i<h,nuie  \or„e  Xn.  ... 

I.'ICHMdXD,  Stptember  V2,  lS6-\ 
The  following  Conffderato  oiricfirs  .uu\  mm  r;i|,iiir.cl  ;ir  Vk  kshnri;,  Miss.,  July  I, 
1863.   aod   aubsivjueutly    p:irole(l.   Imve    l.e'  n    'liih    rxi'liaiiL;'il,   :iii(l    .no    lit'idbv    so 
(U-clare.l: 

1.  The  officiT^  and  men  iif  (irmiai  ( '.  1,.  Sie\  '■nsim  s  .In  isioii. 
il.  The  cirticcrs  and  mm  o(  c  .imibi  al  r..nveii'-  iln  i-mmi. 
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3.  The  nfficors  and  men  of  Brigadier-General  Moore's  brigade. 

4.  The  orticer.M  and  men  of  the  Second  Texas  Regiment. 

5.  The  olHciTB  ami  men  of  Waul'.-i  Legion. 

6.  Also,  all  Confederate  ofBcera  and  men  who  have  l)een  delivered  at  City  Point  at 
any  rime  previous  to  July  25,  1863,  have  been  duly  exchanged,  and  are  hereby  so 
declared. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
By  order:  ^ 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Otneral. 


FlEADur'ARTERS,  Columbia,  /September  16,  1S63. 
Maj.  0.  T>.  Melton: 

Dear  Sir:  I  would  lespecitlally  report  to  you  that  the  jail  is  not 
sutticieiitly  large  to  contain  the  number  of  prisoners  we  now  have  con- 
fined here.  The  dimension  of  the  building  is  seventy  by  fifty  feet. 
The  third  story  is  occupied  by  the  sheriflof  this  district,  which  leaves 
US  but  the  middle  and  lower  departments.  We  now  have  273  Federal 
and  I'T  Confederate  pri.souers,  making  an  aggregate  of  300.  We  have 
packed  them  in  as  best  we  could  for  the  present,  but  to  remain  as  they 
now  are  will,  I  am  fully  satisfied,  cause  much  sickness,  not  only  among 
the  Yankees,  but  the  guard.  To  this  our  surgeon,  Dr.  J.  Ford  Prioleau 
(with  whom  I  have  consulted),  will  bear  testimony.  My  guard  is  entirely 
crowded  out  of  any  place  for  the  reliefs  to  sleep,  and  are  now  compelled 
to  sleep  on  the  ground  in  front  of  the  jail.  Under  these  circumstances 
1  would  earnestly  recommend  that  quarters  be  at  once  erected  for  the 
prisoners  on  the  college  green,  near  our  camp,  where  we  could  guard 
them  and  others  who  might  be  sent  to  us.  If  this  cannot  be  done  a 
[lart  of  them  might  be  sent  to  Richmond  or  some  other  place. 
\'ery  respectfully, 

R.  D.  SENN, 
Captain,   Commanding  Post  Guard. 

[Indorsement.] 

Columbia,  September  10,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  commanding  general  for  information  and 
instructions. 

If  the  construction  of  i|uarters  be  deemed  advisable  the  work  can  be 
done  without  charge  to  the  Government  beyond  the  cost  of  inaterial. 

CD.  MELTON, 
■  Major,  Gommandiny  Post. 

fSEPTEJiBER  17, 18(i3. — F(^r  ITalleck  to  Grant,  referring  to  the  release 
from  their  [larolcs  (if  KJ.OOO  Confederate  i)risoners  captured  at  \'icks- 
liuig,  v\:c.,  see  Srru-s  1,  \'ol.  XXX,  Part  111,  p.  094.] 


IIeadmiarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  on  Big  Black,  September  17,  ISdS. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  VIcJcsburg,  Miss.: 
Dear  Sir:  Inclo.sed  please  find  the  answer  made  by  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
11.  Jackson,  C.  S.  ^>Lrmy,  to  my  comnuinicatiou  of  August  ."jO  [1.'8|,  a 
copy  of  which  was  submitted  on  its  day  of  date  to  General  Grant.* 

l"or  Jaclisou  tii  Slierniau.  -I'O  Sciies  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  III,  p.  2'J><. 
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It  IS  plain  that  General  Lee  was  notitied  by  the  authoritiea  at  Rich- 
mond of  his  exchange,  which,  according  to  the  cartel,  releases  him  of 
his  parole,  but  notice  of  such  release  should  have  been  sent  to  our  com- 
missioner at  Washington.  It  might  be  well  to  refer  this  letter  to  the 
Adjutant-General  with  the  inquiry  if  the  notice  has  been  received.  I  do 
think  if  the  Dix-Hill  cartel  is  ever  remodeled  it  should  require  notice 
to  be  given  the  agent  of  the  adverse  party  and  his  assent  obtained 
before  the  prisoner  of  war  is  released  of  his  parole  and  allowed  to 
resume  his  hostile  character.  As  the  case  now  stands  the  Confederate 
Cioverumeut  can  release  all  their  prisoners  of  war  and  we  could  not 
punish  them,  but  would  merely  have  new  cause  of  grievance  against 
the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  do  not  presume  that  Davis  would  commit  so  gross  a  breach  of 
honor,  but  I  believe  when  we  impose  a  parole  not  to  serve  against  us 
until  exchanged,  our  Government  should  not  only  have  notice  of  the 
exchange,  but  should  assent  to  it  before  it  goes  into  ertect.  For,  other- 
wise, in  case  of  one  taking  a  prisoner  recognized  as  having  been  released 
on  parole,  how  could  we  arraign  him  for  a  breach  of  his  i)arole  ?  What 
evidence  should  we  demand  that  he  has  been  exchanged  ?  I  think  no 
evidence  could  be  entertained  except  our  consent  by  ourselves  or 
proper  agent  and  that  we  have  received  his  equivalent. 
I  am,  iS;c., 

W.  T.  SIIERMAX, 
}f(ijor- (re)ier(il,  GnmmamUng. 

War  Department,   Waahimjton,  September  17,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Covinnsaary-iieneral  of  Prisoners: 

("OLONEL:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  rei>ort  without 
delay  liow  many  prisoners  there  may  be  in  paroled  camps.     lie  further 
directs  that  such  i>risoners  be  armeil  and  equipped  immediately. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■rAMP:S  A.  IIAKDIE, 
Asslstan t  A ilju tant- General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wn.sliiiiijton,  D.  C,  September  17,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Waxhington,  />.  V.  : 

S[R :  Pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  paroled  prisoners  of  war  jiresentand 
absent  from  the  several  parole  camps.  The  whole  number  of  trooi)S 
paroleil  and  who  are  subject  to  exchange,  though  some  have  been 
mustered  out  of  service,  amounts  to — 

OtTioeis 119 

Eulisted  men ly.  i.'iS 

Total U).  307 

Of  these  there  were  present  at  the  parole  camps  on  the  1st  instant — 

( >fficers ;i() 

Kulisted  men 11.  ;i(ii) 

Total 11^  y<M 

There  were  absent  in  August  abont^ 

Ortirers lf;0 

lOnli.'stid  men 1.  113 

1  >e8rrtiuQ.s  lepoi'teil 2,  SMJ'J 
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There  have  been  mustered  out  of  service- 
Enlisted  men  ^^ 

Total  ahscii  tees , Jl^ol 

Total  in  camps ^^-  ^"^ 

Total  report  of 16,  953 

This  total  deducted  from  the  whole  nunibeu  leaves  as  absentees  not 
yet  accounted  for,  deserted,  discharged,  and  dead,  2,oo'2. 

Of  the  troops  on  parole  after  the  absentees  are  collected  in,  there 
should  be  a  total  of  lij,()(i0  men  available  for  the  field. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN", 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-Genekal  of  Prisoneks, 

Washimjton,  D.  C,  September  17,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchaiuje.  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.: 
General:  You  will  probably  lind  it  difUcult  to  make  a  declaration 
of  exchanges  covering  all  of  our  paroled  nieu  without  going  into  au 
elaborate  classification,  and  I  will,  tiierefnre,  venture  to  make  the  follow- 
ing suggestions:  You  have  in  your  i>ossession  rolls  of  Federal  pris^oners 
of  war'now  on  parole  captured  prior  to  the  1st  of  September  amounting 
in  all,  including  76  officers,  to  something  over  19,000.  There  are  of 
the  rebel  forces  now  on  parole  15  general  officers,  2,170  officers, 
37,73-1:  enlisted  men,  and  2513  citizens,  without  taking  note  of  the  enlisted 
men  captureil  at  Port  Hudson,  though  I  believe  most  of  the  officers  are 
included.  Mr.  Ould  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  instant  enumerates  troops 
amounting  to  over  l.tiOO,  which  will  cover  a  like  number  of  our  paroled 
forces,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  sei)arate  them  from  the  mass,  and  to 
facilitate  the  arrangement  I  would  suggest  that  you  announce  to  Mr. 
Ould  your  desire  to  declare  the  exchange  of  the  balance  of  those  on 
parole  captured  pri(u-  to  the  1st  of  September,  giving  him  the  number 
of  officers  and  men,  and  request  him  to  designate  upon  the  rolls  of  the 
Vicksburg  captures  an  equal  number  of  officers  and  men  now  on  parole 
to  be  declared  exchanged  as  equivalents  or  you  can  designate  them 
yourself. 

If  you  can  effect  this  arrangement  it  will  relieve  you  from  the  embar- 
rassment of  numerous  details  and  it  will  leave  no  doubts  as  to  who  are 
exchanged.  If  possible,  let  the  declaration  include  camp  followers  and 
citizens.  I  presume  from  Mr.  Ould's  letter  that  he  includes  as  being 
under  valid  paroles  the  prisoners  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Gettysburg, 
though  by  the  understanding  between  him  and  Colonel  Ludlow  on  the 
22d  of  May  no  paroles  are  to  be  considered  as  valid  except  those  given 
on  delivery  as  provided  for  in  the  cartel. 

\'erv  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

\V.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel    Third   Infantry  and   Co\nmissary-(ieneral  of  Prismiers. 

p.  t?. — The  numbers  I  give  you  come  from  reports  to  31st  of  August, 
and  are  perhaps  only  about  tlie  time  nund>ers.  The  rolls  are  most 
reliable. 

W.  H. 
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Headquabtees  Camp  of  Paroled  Prisoners 

Enterprise,  Miss.,  ^September  17,  W6S. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

General  :  I  have  the  houor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Department,  that  being  depriveil  of  the  assistance  of  the  orticers  who 
are,  I  nuderstand,  retained  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners  of  war,  1  have 
been  unable  as  yet  to  reassemble  any  portion  of  the  troops  recently 
comjirising  the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  J.  HARDEE, 
LieutenuiU-General. 


September  2C),  1SG;5. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

Would  it  Tint  be  well  to  order  such  ollicers  as  are  not  on  active  duty, 
and  may  be  commanded,  to  temporary  commands  in  organizing  these 
prisoners? 

J.  A.  SEDDON", 
Secretary  of  War. 

;Sw.,n.l  ,nclor«ement.] 

The  plan  approved,  with  the  understanding  that  the  officers  so 
employed  shall  be  of  the  same  State  as  the  troops,  or  of  the  Regular 
Army  if  the  former  cannot  be  had. 


(Third  iiiUo 


J.  D. 


October  1,  1S03. 


Adjutant-General  : 

(3an  you  not  suggest  proper  officers  according  to  the  above  sugge.s- 
tion  and  the  President's  limitation? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


Financial  A(;ent"s  Office, 

IlHntsrillv.  Sepft'mher  17,  />v;,'J. 
MaJ.  Gen.  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Go)iimi(ndin(/  Di.^trict  of  Texas,  Xtir  ,)[e.iico,  and  Arizona: 
Dear  Sir:  Your  commanicatiou  on  the  subject  of  receiving  Federal 
prisoners  into  the  penitentiary  for  safe-keeping,  dated  at  Sabine  Pass, 
September  LI,  mailed  at  Houston  10th  instant,  icai'hed  me  this  morn- 
ing. Were  it  my  province  as  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary  to 
accede  to  your  wishes,  1  would  most  cordially  co-operate  with  you  in 
carrying  out  your  desires.  lint  L  have  alone  charge  of  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  institution,  and  have  no  [wwer  in  the  premises.  It  was 
by  no  act  of  mine  the  former  pri-^oners  were  removed:  it  was  the  ai't  of 
the  superintendent,  Thomas  (,'arotliers,  and  I  think  in  accordance  with 
suggestions  from  the  Executive.  I  have  handed  your  communication  to 
Mr.  Carothers,  with  a  re(|uest  to  write  you  on  the  subject  immediately. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•loHX  S.  BESSER. 
Financial  Aijent   Penitentiary. 
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Washington,  September  18,  11^63. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith,  Commissioner  for  Exchanges : 

SiE:  Your  communication  of  the  14th  instant  to  Colonel  Hoflfmau, 
inclosing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ould  of  the  11th,  is  before  me. 

For  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  a  misunderstanding  and  an 
erroneous  principle  of  action  on  the  subject  of  declaring  exchanges,  you 
will  inform  Mr.  Ould  that  the  e.v  parte  declaration  of  exchange,  ])ro- 
posed  in  his  communication  to  be  made  the  next  day  (following  the  date 
of  that  communication),  is  deemed  to  be  not  only  without  authority  from 
the  cartel,  but  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war. 

The  tifth  article  of  the  cartel  (General  Orders,  Xo.  1-42,  1S62)  would 
have  authorized  Mr.  Ould  to  discharge  prisoners  of  the  Federal  forces, 
furnishing  a  list  of  them,  and  then  to  discharge  an  equal  number  of  his 
own  ofticers  and  men  from  parole.  The  cartel  not  only  contemplates  a 
mutual  exchange  of  lists  (article  3),  but  expressly  declares  (article  4) 
that  no  exchange  is  to  be  considered  complete  until  the  officer  or  soldier 
exchanged  for  Las  been  actually  restored  to  the  lines  to  whicli  he 
belongs. 

In  order  to  complete  the  arrangement  declared  by  Mr.  Ould  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  malce  a  declaration  of  excliangeof  as  many  of  our 
ofHcers  and  men  as  have  beeu  delivered  at  City  Point  since  the  last 
declaration,  provided  the  number  does  not  exceed  the  number  desig- 
nated in  Mr.  Ould's  declaration. 

Then  you  can  proceed  further  and  arrange  with  Mr.  Ould  for  the  dis- 
charge from  parole  of  any  excess  which  can  be  balanced  either  way  by 
officers  or  soldiers  actually  on  parole.  Prisoners  of  war  actually  in  our 
hands  are  not  to  be  exchanged  at  the  present  time.  You  will  please  be 
careful  n(jt  to  je(jpard  this  point.  You  can  receive  any  officers  or  soldiers 
whom  ]Mr.  Ould  may  otter  at  ('ity  Point,  and  arrange  with  him  for  a 
mutual  declaration  of  exchange  for  those  of  his  olticers  and  men  already 
on  i)arole  in  the  South,  grade  for  grade. 

Colonel  llott'man's  letter  of  tlie  .Jtli  ultimo  will  give  you  some  sug- 
gestions about  exchanges,  but  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  exceed- 
ingly guarded  in  framing  yonr  declaration  to  contine  its  application  to 
rebel  prisoners  alrea<ly  paroled,  and  on  no  account,  by  any  accident,  to 
use  language  which  can  give  tlie  South  a  claim  upon  prisoners  now  in 
our  actual  possession;  not  but  that  these  will  be  used  for  exchange  at 
the  proper  time,  bnt  not  while  the  Xorth  has,  already  delivered  and  on 
parole,  more  than  enough  to  cover  all  deliveries  made  or  to  be  made  by 
the  South. 

N'ery  resi)ectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  IIITCQCOCK, 
Mnjor-th  nerid  nf  \'oli(nlcirs,  Commissiom'r  of  E.icluuKje. 


nKAOijUAUTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    N'tRGINIA, 

Fort  Monrof,  Septem/irr  is,  ISdS 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Coinmix.sanj-tit'ucral  of  PrisoiuTx,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  Vnur  letter  of  the  KJth  instant  received.     I  send  you  a 
reamended  declaration  of  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MFREDITH, 
IU-ig(iilirr-(!i  iifiid  (dul   ('niiniiissioHer  for  E.nhangc. 
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[Inclusure.  1 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exciiange, 

Fortresn  Monroe,  Va.,  September  is,  1S6.3. 
All  civilians  who  may  have  been  arrested  by  the  (Joti federate  author- 
ities aud  delivered  on  parole  at  City  Point  or  at  other  i)laces  aerossour 
lines  ou  or  before  the  tith  of  May,  1S(),>,  are  hereby  ilischar^ed  from  any 
aud  every  obligatiou  coutaiued  iu  any  parole  they  may  hiave  giveu  to 
the  enemy. 

s.  A.  .TIERED rrn, 

Brvjadierdenernl  and  Commissioner  for  Exehamje. 

(rn,lor,eM,e,it.] 

War  Department,  Dvtoher  M,  isn:. 
Colonel:   I  return  the  inclosed  as  you  desire.     It  is  deemed  best  not 
to  include  this  in  the  general  order  declariu.n-  exchange  of  soldiers:  at 
any  rate,  just  now. 

E.  I).  TOWNSEXD. 


LiBBY  Prison,  RichmomJ,  September  is,  isi;.;. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  meetiufj  of  the  ollicers  of  the  ('.  S. 
Army  now  contiued  in  Libby  Prison  as  prisoners  of  war  was  convened 
tor  the  purpose  of  considering  their  comiition  and  treatment  while  iu 
such  continemeutand  the  liest  and  proper  means  of  improving  tlie  same. 
On  motion,  M;vj.  E.  N.  Bates,  Eightieth  Kegiment  Illinois  Volunteers, 
was  c;illed  to  preside,  and  Maj.  Harry  White,  Sixty-seventh  Pegiment 
Tennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  elected  secretary  of  the  meeting.  r[)on 
the  organization  the  chnir  was  called  upon  to  state  the  object  of  the 
meeting.  To  this  call  he  responded  by  stating  that  this  meeting  as  he 
was  informed  was  called  by  the  ollicers  conlined  in  Libby  Prison  to  con- 
sult upon  the  best  means  of  imjiroving  our  physical  condition  while  in 
continement,  aud  to  inform  the  United  States  Covernment  of  our  treat- 
ment by  the  Confederate  authorities,  and  to  correct  any  misrei)resenta- 
tion  or  misapprehension  touching  the  same.  The  meeting  was  attended 
by  nearly  all  of  the  ollicers  contined  in  the  prison,  and  much  feeling  was 
manifested  iu  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three  officers  was  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  report  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  The  chair  ai^puinted  on  said  com- 
mittee Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams,  iTuenty-liftbl  Regiment  Ohio  \'ol- 
unteers;  Dr.  William  S[)encer,  assistant  surgeon  Seventy-third  Indiana 
Volunteers;  Capt.  B.  P.  Fisher,  Signal  Corps,  (".  S'.  Army.  This 
committee  withdrew  a  few  moments  and  returned  with  the  following 
report,  which  was  read  to  the  meeting  and  instantly  I'dopted  with  the 
manifestation  of  much  feeling  and  not  a  dissenting  voice: 

I,iiii;v   I'KisoN.  l:!iliiiioii<l,  Sfplimhtr  /v.  ?,sv;.;. 
M;i,j,  E.  X.  B.vTES, 

President  of  Meeting  of  (ifflcn-^,  /'risoiif/.s  .</  Unr,  in  Lilitiii  Vrison  : 

S[R:  Ymir  committee  ;i|ip(>iiite(l  to  n^iiort  tlir  sens.-  of  tliin  mortin;,'  on  tin'  ni.ittir.H 
it  was  calli-il  to  coii.sidor  \voiil<l  nspectfully  icport  ;is  follows: 

Whereas  the  officers  of  thi^  U.  S.  Aniiy  now  roiiliuril  m  this  prison  .is  pnsoniTs  of 
w.'ir  havo  Miulcrstooil  a  ('oiiiMmnii-atioii.  datiil  Sfptembi  r,  l."<i;:!,  .siymil  hy  twooUinTM 
of  till'  U.  S.  Army  of  a(l\  Miiiiii  rank,  coiiiiiird  In  re.  rp|iifseiits  tin'  entire  sati.sl'^ictioiL 
of  those  two  officers  witli  the  tn-atnnnt  ri'i'civi.'il  at  thu  haiuls  of  the  (.'oiilriler.ite 
(ioveriimeiit  and  the  officials  of  the  pri.soii.  winch  paper  has  breu  tjiveu  to  the  an  t  lion - 
tics  now  holding  ns,  aiul  will  douhtless  lie  forwarded  through  oitr  commissioners  of 
exchange  to  our  Government  and  hi',  otherwise  made  public. 

While  the  said  communication  undertakes  only  to  give  the  individual  opinions  of 
its  signiTB,  we  yet  fear  hy  improper  iiifcrrnce  therefrom  the  opinions  ami  feelings  of 
the  officers,  prisoners  here,  may  he  coiniironiiscd  ,ind  our  l  loveriimenr  he  inisinfoi  nnd 
thereby.     Wo  deem  it  jiroper  aud  ueccss^iry  to  make  a  fair  and  truthful  --tatemrnt  of 
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our  actual  condition  and  treatment,  that  such  action  by  our  Government  may  be 
takt-n  in  the  premises  as  may  l)e  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  us  relief. 

We  beji  leave  to  state  that  many  of  our  fellow-nBicers  have  received  and  are  receiv- 
iu"'  treatment,  indignities,  and  punishments  unauthorized  liy  the  rules  of  civilized 
wiirfare.  Officers  captured  in  honorable  warfare  have  been  and  are  often  addressed 
without  proper  cause  in  low,  aliusive  laiiguai;e  unworthy  the  tongue  of  a  gentleman, 
and  found  ouly  in  the  billingsgate  of  the  blackguard;  some  have  been  struck  with 
the  list  and  open  hand,  some  have  been  conlined  for  weeks  in  lonely  loathsome  cells 
on  loose  and  unsiistained  cliarges,  anil  others  again  have  been  contiued  in  these  cells 
for  the  most  trival  otfeiise,  even  for  spitting  ou  the  lloor  of  the  prison.  In  addition 
to  these  personal  and  individual  sutl'erings,  the  general  condition  and  situation  of 
those  contined  here  are  unauthorized  by  all  I'lvilized  uulitary  precedent  and  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity.  The  published  accouuts  in  our  daily  papers  of  the  condition  and 
treatment  of  the  prisoners  in  our  Xorthcrn  uulitary  prisoua  i;outrast  strongly  with 
our  present  situation. 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-one  officers  are  at  present  lonlined  here  in  four  rooms, 
containing  by  actual  measurement  lG,9:i(i  8i|uare  feet,  or  twenty-nine  si[narefeet — 
less  than  six  feet  s([nare — to  each  individual  These  rooms  are  used  for  sleeping, 
cooking,  eating,  and  lor  all  other  jmrposes.  From  the  barred  windows  of  these 
rooms  we  can  look  on  the  world  outside,  but  are  ui'ver  permitted  to  go  into  the  pure 
air  or  walk  upon  "Mother  Earth.''  One  room  is  furnished  with  bunks  for  some  of  its 
occupants;  in  the  others  prisoners  lie  huddled  in  groups  iipcm  the  floor  during  the 
night,  with  the  allowance  of  one  bhinket  ea<  h  ;  some  have  no  blankets  at  all.  Xo 
seats  are  provided,  and  any  one  found  seated  upon  his  blanket  during  the  ilay  lias  it 
rudely  dragged  from  him;  the  sickness  of  the  jiosse.ssur  of  the  blanket  will  not  save 
it  for  him. 

Vermin  (lice)  abound  in  every  room  occupied.  August  i:i,  l!<63,  some  thirty  sur- 
geons confined  here  as  prisoners  of  war  held  a  meeting  and  gave  expressiou  of  their 
opinions  of  the  character  and  suthciency  ot  the  ratious  recei\  ed.  They  stated  "  that 
in  their  opinion  as  surgeons  the  rations  then  lieiug  furnished  (they  remain 
unchangedi  to  the  officers  contined  as  prisoners  in  Libby  Prison  are  insufficient  in 
iiuality  and  (luantity  to  maintain  a  healthy  rondition  and  prevent  disease;"  also 
"that  articles  of  vegetable  diet  are  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  ratious  now  issued, 
to  preserve  a  healthy  ]ihysical  condition  in  men  thus  situated,  and  to  counteract  the 
scorbutic  tendency  incident  thereto.''  i  ifficers  have  at  various  times  fallen  upon  the 
lloor  in  tits,  occiisioned,  as  the  surgeons  affirm,  from  want  of  proper  food.  Those 
having  money  in  their  own  hands,  save  the  otHcers  of  Milroy's  command,  are  per- 
mitted to  send  out  and  have  articles  piirrhased  from  the  markets  ot  the  city.  The 
large  majority  here,  however,  are  without  money,  although  they  have  considerable 
amounts  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  yet  they  cannot  obtain  any  for 
these  necessary  purposes.  Those  without  money  in  rheir  possession  are  compelled 
to  live  on  the  scanty  rations  furnished  liy  the  authorities  and  such  contributions  ;i3 
they  may  receive  from  others.  It  is  no  iiucoiuiuon  sight  in  the  prison  to  see  men 
eagerly  seek  and  eat  what  others  leave. 

The  amount  ofiuoriry  daily  sent  out  from  tlie  four  riioms  to  obtain  vegetables,  &c., 
is  from  $800  to  $1.0(X),  from  which  fut  the  iusutticiency  of  the  food  issued  c:in  be 
readily  inte.red.  fliis  daily  e,xpeiidituro  w  oiilil  be  increased  largely  if  the  authori- 
ties here  would  allow  us  to  have  the  n>e  of  our  money  they  now  withhold  from  us. 
It  is  but  proper  our  Oovernmcnt  should  know  that  money  sent  us  from  our  friends  in 
the  Xorth  is  detained  by  the  authorities  here  from  us. 

Colonel  Strcight,  one  of  the  prisoners  hire,  in  .1  lommuniration  addressed  to  Hon. 
•Tames  A.  Seddon,  .'Secretary  of  War  of  the  Coulederute  (iovi-rnuient.  dated  August 
ol  [30],  1S63,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  tlie  >ever;il  commissioners  ot  exchange, 
laid  these  facts  before  the  Conteiierare  .luthorities  in  an  iinexaugerated  form.  Still 
our  condition  is  unremedied  and  the  grirv.ince^  tLn-rein  set  forth  are  augmented,  as 
there  is  less  money  iimoiig  us. 

lie  lie  villi;  the  foregoing  to  bi-  a  true  ^latcnun  1  :iud  just  to  all  parties  and  adapted 
to  (liiiv  the  intereiire  tliat  iiiav  be  ilr.nvn  limn  tlu-  luiiuiiuniiation  referred  to  ,it  the 
couiiueucenicnt  of  this  report,  wr  li.ivi    x\:>-  hunur  to  submit  it  lor  voiir  action. 

BY  THE  CoMMirTEE. 

After  the  reailiiii;-  ami  ;ul<>iitioii  ut'  rht?  foresoiiio-  re|)ort  the  following 
re.-<olutioiis  v^ine  .subimttiil  r,,  the  inectino-.  Tlieir  readiiifj  created 
iiiiicli  eiitlmsia.sni,  ;ui(l.  altci-  il is.iis.sioii  by  .-ieveral  (officers,  \vere  iinaiii- 
iiimi.sly  adnpted. 

Ou  iDOtioii.  the  iiieetili"  then  aiiiiiuriu'<l. 

E.  N.  RATES. 
Majiir   Eiiihtiiih    h'l 'inuini    lUhinix   Vohinterra,  I'rvKident. 

IIAUIJY  WHITE, 
Major  Sij:ti^i-seri:nth  luyinn,,'    I'^u usiilnmiii    Volunteers,  Seiretary. 
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1.  Resolved.  Thafc  the  written  statement  addressed  to  Capfe.Jv War- 
ner, commissary  of  subsistence,  C.  S.  Army,  indorsed  and  vouched  for 
by  Col.  Cbarles  W.  Tilden,  Sixteenth  Maine  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sanderson,  commissary  ofsubsistencii  First  Corps,  U.  S.  Army, 
m  reference  to  the  treatment  and  sentiments  of  the  officers  confined 
here,  is  in  every  particular  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  facts,  and  in 
its  reasonable  inferences  unqnalitiedly  false. 

2.  Resolved,  That  said  statement  is  directly  calculated  to  stitie  the 
voice  of  our  reasonable  complaint,  as  truthfully  set  forth  in  the  com- 
munication of  Col.  A.  D.  Streight.  which  they  stigmatize  as  unjust  and 
untrue,  to  mislead  and  deceive  our  commissioner  for  exchange  of  pris- 
oners and  our  Government. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
enlisted  men  of  our  Army  by  the  Confederate  authorities  which  daily 
comes  under  (uir  notice,  not  to  speak  of  the  indignities  and  deprivations 
to  which  our  officers  have  been  subjected,  this  action  of  those  officers 
whose  names  are  attached  to  the  communication  referred  to  in  the  first 
resolve  meets  our  unqualified  condemnation. 

4.  Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel  Streight  for  his  fear- 
less and  unselfish  ettbrts  to  secure  for  us  additional  accommodations 
from  our  enemies,  and  that  an  increased  amount  of  rations  are  some  of 
the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  that  the  course  he  has  pursued  in  relation 
to  our  condition  meets  with  our  hearty  approval. 


^\'AsHIN(;ToN,  Sefteviher  19,  1863. 
Major-General  (tRant,   Vieksbui-f) : 

General:  I  inclose  herewith*  what  purports  to  be  an  exchange  of 
the  rebel  prisoners  taken  at  Vicksburg.  No  such  exchange  has  been 
made.  The  act  of  Commissioner  Ould  is  entirely  e-r  parte  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  cartel.  Our  commissioner  lias  protested  against  this  act  of 
bad  faith  and  deception  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  anthorities. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ri.  W.  HALLECK, 

(reneral-  in-  Ch  Iff. 


(Office  Commissary  (tEneral  of  Prisoners, 

]VasIiiiujtoii,  1>.  C,  September  1'),  ISfl!. 
Hon.  S.  Colfax.  South  Bend,  Ind. : 

Dear  Sie:  I  received  to-day  your  favor  of  the  Itlth  instant  and  have 
given  It  immediate  attention.  I  have  '.vritten  to  General  Meredith, 
commissioner  of  exchange,  to  uniiiire  of  Mr.  Ould  what  restrictions  have 
been  placed  on  the  delivery  of  money  to  I'nion  prisoners  in  the  IJich- 
mond  prisons,  and  when  1  get  the  information  in  an  official  way  then  I 
can  lay  it;  before  tlie  Secretary  for  his  action.  Your  note  (contains  the 
first  intimation  I  have  received  that  the  money  found  in  ^lossession  of 
Morgan's  officers  was  taken  from  them  by  (bnernor  Tod.  and  that  the 
case  may  be  clearly  understood  I  shall  have  to  get  the  particulars  on 
this  side  of  the  atfair  also.  As  Mr.  Ould  has  recently  sent  money 
through  me  to  ])risoners  at  Johnson's  Island,  I  don't  think  he  will  per- 
sist in  withholding  from  our  i)eo|)le  money  sent  to  them  by  their  friends. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  immediate  prospect  of  the  release  of  and 

"See  Oulil  to  Meredith.  Scpteiulicr  11.  p.  L'T'.i.  IlhIomul,'  iltL-l^ratiLm  nf  i-irhanf^e. 
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exchange  of  Streight's  officers,  bat  they  have  recently  been  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  other  prisoners  of  war  and  will  be  released  when 
they  are. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Gommissary-Ueneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Oommissary-Generai.  of  Prisoners, 

Wushington,  JD.  C,  September  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith. 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  to  Major-General  Iliteh- 
coek,  commissioner  for  exchange,  suggesting  tlie  discharge  of  John  F. 
Scott,  of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Ould,  has  been  referred 
to  me  that  your  suggestion  might  bo  carried  out,  but  on  examining  the 
records  1  tiiid  that  John  F.  Scott,  of  Fredericlisburg,  who  was  cap- 
tured at  Spotsylvania,  Ya.,  May  2,  ls03,  was  sent  from  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  to  City  "Poiut  May  20,  1863.  Please  say  to  Mr.  Ould  that  if  this 
is  not  the  Scott  referred  to  by  him,  and  he  gives  me  auy  information  by 
which  he  can  be  found,  he  shall  be  immediately  released. 

The  release  of  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Commission 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  captured  by  the  enemy 
near  Frederick,  is  fuily  appreciated,  and  if  we  hold  any  prisoners  who 
may  be  claimed  with  them  they  will  be  immediately  released.  Mr.  Ould 
speaks  of  nurses  in  our  hands,  but  I  can  find  none  on  the  roils  except 
prisoners  of  war  who  are  so  styled  on  the  reports  from  the  hospitals,  as 
I  suppose  from  the  fact  only  that  they  are  so  employed.  If  Mr.  Ould 
can  point  out  the  cases  which  he  refers  to  the  matter  will  be  attended 
to  at  once. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  money  sent  to  Union  otBcers  in  prison 
at  Richmond  has  been  retained  by  the  authorities.  Please  learn  from 
Mr.  ( )uld  if  there  is  any  foundation  for  this  report.  Large  amounts 
of  money  have  been  sent  to  prisoners  of  war  in  our  hands,  it  being 
deposited  with  the  commanding  officer,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
depositor,  and  we  have  the  right  to  expect  the  same  favor  in  return, 
more  especially  as  our  people  are  furnished  with  a  very  limited  supply 
of  food. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantr;/  nnd  Commissunj- General  of  Prisoners. 


Richmond,  Septemher  19,  1863. 
r.rig.  (rcu.  S.  A.  Mekkdith,  Ai/cnt  of  E.rrhangr: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  wife, 
(laughter,  and  son  of  four  years  of  age  of  Captain  McXeill,  of  the  Con- 
federate service,  who  have  been  sojourning  for  more  than  a  year  past 
with  their  relations  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  were  arrested  at  Oakland,  on 
the  IJaltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroa<l,  about  a  month  since  and  sent  to 
Cam|>  Chase,  'f  hey  left  Chillicothe  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  visit 
to  Hardy  County,  \'a.  \N'ill  you  permit  them  to  accomplish  their 
visit?     In  fact,  will  you  release  them   from  Camp  Chase?     How  can 
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you  complain  of  the  detention  of  such  as  Mr.  Gerhart  ^*^>k  helpless 
women  and  children,  meditating-  no  wrong  to  you,  ar6Etejrt  to  your 
prisons  T 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  ok  S.  (Jarolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  September  19,  1863. 
Maj.  G.  D.  Melton, 

Gommunding  Pout,  ttc,  Columhiu,  S.  C.  : 
Major:  The  coiumuuication  of  Gaptaiu  Seuu,  representing  the 
crowded  coiiditiou  of  the  buiklinj>'  containing  the  abolition  prisoners, 
lias  been  subnutteil  to  the  comuiaiidiug  general,  who,  in  view  of  the 
facts  therein  set  forth,  authorizes  you  to  send  to  Richmond  all  the  non- 
commissioned orticers  and  privates  ca[)tured  on  Morris  Island  previous 
to  the  -Uth  of  July,  exclusive  of  J.  I'^llis,  who  will  be  sent  to  this  city 
ou  hrst  convenient  opportunity  to  be  turned  over  to  the  State  authori- 
ties. In  connection  with  the  otter  of  certain  prisoners  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  secure  their  own  release,  the  commanding  general 
directs  me  to  say  that  he  disapproves  the  granting  of  any  such  privi- 
lege to  i)risoners  of  war.  With  this  are  transmitted  letters  for  certain 
prisoners  now  coii lined  in  Golumbia.  Letters  for  the  following  persons 
contain  various  amounts  of  money,  for  which  you  will  please  hirward 
a  receipt  for  the  tiles  of  tbese  head(|uarters:  Lieutenant  Meade,  $'J(); 
Richard  finker,  ■$."»;  Lieut.  George  G.  Kemer,  loO;  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Charles  J.  McL'arty,  SdO.flli;  Lieut.  Ed.  T.  Broner,  $100. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  n.  SfMlTO], 
^l.sai.std >it   A iljiitdii t- (ivnrrdl. 

Note. — Letter  for  M.  L.   Ilrayton,  containing  ■i'L'.'J,  was  delivei'ed  to 
him  in  hospital  in  this  citv.     Receipt  on  tile  here. 

KIEARNYl. 


IlUNTSViLLE,  ,Sc[itemher  .i>i>,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder: 

Respected  Sir:  On  yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  have  handed  me 
your  esteemed  favor  of  the  11th  in  relation  to  Federal  prisoners,  &c. 
As  you  have  a  wrong  impression  in  regard  to  tiie  part  enacted  by  me 
as  to  said  prisoners,  you  will  i)ardon  me  for  transgressing  upon  your 
valuable  time  by  brieliy  stating  what  my  position  was  in  the  premises. 
I  never  objected  to  receiving  the  prisoners.  1  never  asked  for  their 
removal  from  here.  The  facts  in  tiie  case  are  these:  The  committee 
ap[iointed  by  the  Legislature  ''to  examine  into  tiie  alfairs  of  the  peni- 
tentiary" entered  their  protest,  and,  as  1  understand,  forwarded  the 
same  to  Governor  Lubbock,  insisting  that  said  iirisoncrs  be  not  retained 
ill  the  penitentiary.  This,  1  think,  intluenced  tiie  Govcrinjr  to  rc(iucst 
(ieneral  Scurry  to  have  them  removed.  Now,  so  far  as  1  am  concerned, 
I  would;  but  respectfully  request,  if  you  desire  mo  to  receive  what 
prisoners  you  have,  that  you  obtain  an  order  from  the  Governor  to  mo 
to  that  effect.     Then,  if  you  please,  liiifct  mc  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
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said  prisf  are  to  be  treated — I  mean  as  to  clothing,  feeding,  &c. — 
and  1  will  oiieei't'illy  receive  said  prisoners  and  to  tLe  best  of  my  ability- 
carry  out  your  instructions  to  the  letter.  I  refused  to  General  Scurry 
to  receive  the  first  prisoners  sent  here,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  in  this  wis«: 
I  said,  '-If  I  have  charge  of  them,  1  must  control  and  manage  them  iu 
accordance  with  my  own  ideas."  To  this  General  Scurry  consented, 
but  when  said  pris(juers  were  forwarded  to  me  I  was  especially  charged 
"to  remember  that  the  prisoners  must  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war." 
They  were  officers,  and  this  charge  to  me  clearly  implied  I  was  to  treat 
them  as  gentlemen.  When  1  read  the  instructions  to  me  sent  with 
said  ofBcers  I  would  huve  returned  theui  from  whence  sent,  but  know- 
ing (Joveruor  Lubbock's  anxiety  that  everything  should  be  done  by  his 
officers  to  forward  the  interests  of  and  render  all  possible  service  to  the 
military  departuieut  occupying  iu  Texas,  I  received  the  prisoners  and 
discharged  my  duty  toward  them  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability.  Under 
the  order  of  the  Governor  I  aui  entirely  willing  to  receive  the  prisoners 
yon  desire  to  send.  One  hundred  I  could  take  charge  of  forthwith.  The 
balance  I  would  want  some  little  time  (say  two  weeks)  to  prepare  for. 
I  would  require  the  services  of.  say,  eight  men,  aud,  with  your  consent, 
would  ask  for  their  detad  from  the  State  troops.  The  expense  account 
I  would  ask  to  be  settled  monthly  with  J.  S.  Besser,  linaucial  agent. 
State  penitentiary.  If  you  can  spare  nie  as  many  as  twenty  prisoners 
(negroes  would  be  preferred)  to  work  in  the  factory,  I  will  most  gladly 
receive  them,  and  after  being  placed  in  my  charge  I  would  relieve  the 
military  department  of  all  expense  in  relation  to  tliem. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOM.  CAKOTHEFvS, 
Superintendent  Te.tas  Penitentinrij. 

P.  S. — If  vou  please,  allow  Govcinor  Lubbock  to  seethis,  if  convenient. 

T.  G. 


Offick  Commissary-Genekal  of  Prisoners, 

W(iskin(jtoii,  D.  C,  /September  21,  1S63. 
lion.  E.  M.  Stanton,  .Sarettirt/  of  War: 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  declaration  of  exchanges 
of  rebel  prisoners  of  war  made  by  Mr.  (Juki,  the  agent  from  Kichmoud, 
which  I  have  cut  from  a  newspaper  r' 

The  number  of  oliici-i  s  rovcna  li\  tin  lii.-t  livr  v,.otii)ii>  .it'  rbis<l.-ctc- 

iiitioii  is 1.208 

Thi-  iiuiubi-r  ot'i-uli^ti-il  men  is 14.865 

Tbe  uumbvr  uf  ottici  r>  (■uvmcl  tiy  ib«  >ixtb  MCtiou  is 72 

The  Humbi-f  of.-nli-ird  uim  is .S,  1)14 

Making  .-1  t.iLlI  . 1 1' oilier  13 1,  2S0 

.Mal^iii,i;a  tutiil  ol' nilistnl  uirii 22.  S7S) 

.\--ic-:ir.   21,159 

Rodiirod  to  fiili-rr,!   nu'ii 2'J,  433 

OffUu  f.MJrval  r ps  mi  |.;L;..lr  tbcifan  — 

Oliicci  s 70 

EulistL-d  iiicu 19,083 

A--ii-s:ii.-. 19,159 

Reducr.l  to  rnlistril  mill 19,  109 

Which  lea^.s  -j,  l.;.i,inrr  in  our  I'.ivoi   uf 10,024 

'Sou  Exuhaiiyx-  Xolicu  No.   tj,  p.  295. 
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I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  General  Meredith  be 
instructed  to  immediately  declare  the  exchange  of  all  Federal  officers 
and  enlisted  men  captured  and  paroled  up  to  September  1,  1663.  He 
can  then  notify  Mr.  Ould  that  he  has  made  this  declaration,  claim  the 
balance  that  is  due  us  by  Mr.  Quid's  declaration,  and  demand  that  he 
immediately  return  to  their  paroles  all  officers  and  men  for  whom  they 
have  paroled  no  eciuivalents  or  that  they  release  an  equal  number  from 
the  prisons  in  Richmond.  Mr.  Ould  has  made  a  declaration  which  is 
wholly  unwarrantable  under  the  cartel  aiui  it  might  with  great  pro- 
priety be  set  aside,  but  in  the  nieantinie,  while  the  point  is  being  dis- 
cussed, this  large  body  of  men  will  be  arrayed  in  arms  against  us,  and 
therefore  1  would  respectfully  urge  that  the  counter  declaration  above 
suggested  be  announced  iu  orders,  by  which  all  our  ])aroled  troops  will 
be  returned  to  the  tield  and  we  will  then  have  time  to  discuss  the  merit 
of  the  case  and  arrange  the  details  with  Mr.  Ould  at  our  leisure. 
I  am,  verv  rcspcctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  UOFFMAX. 
Colonel  Third  Itifantrij  uml   Coiininx.inry-General  of  I'risonen. 


Wa-siiington,  September  :.'!,  i,s>;.y. 
General  Meredith: 

The  public  announcement  made  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  Septem- 
ber 16  of  a  declaration  of  exchange  by  Mr.  Ould,  dated  September  IL', 
18t).3,  makes  it  necessary  for  you  to  declare  exchanged  without  delay 
all  officers  and  enlisted  men  caiiturcd  and  paroled  up  to  September  1, 
1S<>3.  Mr.  Quid's  declaration  covers  all  being  counted  as  enlisted  men, 
20,433.  while  yours  will  cover  only  I'.i.-toy,  which  will  leave  a  balance  in 
your  favor  of  lU.()'i4.  Xotify  ^Ir.  Ould  of  your  declaration  and  claim  a 
credit  for  his  deficiency.  Further  instructions  will  be  sent  you  by  mail. 
Keply. 

E.  A.   lUTCHC'OCMC, 
Mdjor-di'iterdl  nf  Volitntcers,  dr. 


^VAtfHINrTTO^^  September  Jl,  1S6S. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith. 

Commi.ssiduer  for  ExclKiiHje  of  Priaoners  : 
The  conimunicatidu  of  the  3d  instant  from  His  Excellency  the  (tov- 
ernor  of  Connecticut,  on  tlie  subject  of  the  crew  of  the  bark  Texana, 
having  been  returned  with  an  indoiseuieut  from  Mr.  Ould,  priq)osing 
to  discharge  said  (tcw  "on  the  release  of  those  similarly  situated  in 
Federal  prisons,"  you  are  requested  to  say  to  3lr.  Ould  that  1  do  not 
know  nor  can  I  hciir  of  any  prisoners  held  by  us  under  circumstances 
corresponding  to  those  of  the  Texana  held  in  the  South.  If  Mr.  ( )uld 
will  refer  specifically  to  any  such  prisoners  in  our  hands,  they  shall  be 
released — it  being  understood  that  the  cases  shall  be  similar. 

The  communication  from  Mr.  ()uld  of  the  1st  of  August,  referred  to 
iu  the  indorsement  as  unanswered,  was  handed  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  its  receipt,  who  does  n(.it  think  proper  to  enter  into  sucli  broad  gen- 
eral agreements  as  proposed,  im[)iying  so  settled  a  state  of  things  as 
does  not  in  fact  exist. 

Very  lespectfiillv,  \oni-  obedient  servant. 

1-:.  A.   lUTCllCOCiv'. 
MdJ.  Gen.  of   \'ols.,  (.'iiinini-ssioner  J'or   Exi:kiinije  of  l'ri.si>iierii. 
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Hbadquaeters  Western  District  op  Louisiana, 

September  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  in  Louisiana: 

General:  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reply  to  iny  coiumuuication  respecting  the  release  of  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured by  me  iu  June  hist  from  the  parole  given  by  them. 

My  motive  in  discharging  these  men  on  their  parole  was  the  humane 
one  of  relieving  them  from  the  position,  extremely  unpleasant  under  the 
most  favorable  conditions,  of  prisoners  of  war  under  cktse  guard.  Thia 
release  was  not  effected  until  after  the  lapse  of  many  days  subsequent 
to  their  captirre.  It  was  made  at  a  distance  from  their  own  lines,  and 
with  no  force  threatening  me  so  as  to  render  it  an  object  to  be  rid  of 
the  burden  of  guarding  aiid  maiiitainiug  them.  It  was  done  with  the 
assent  and  approval  of  their  immediate  comniandmg  officers,  and  in 
this  respect  the  requirements  of  the  cartel  of  exchange  were  complied 
with  to  the  letter.  Moreover,  tbeir  release  under  parole  was  in  accord- 
ance with  a  practice  which  liad  all  the  force  of  an  express  agreement 
between  the  commanders  of  tlie  opposing  armies,  and  which  controlled 
the  case  of  the  men  captured  on  the  Diana,  the  regularity  of  whose 
parole  you  recognize. 

The  absence  of  all  similarity  between  this  case  and  the  case  of  cap- 
tured officers  and  men  paroled  on  the  field  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
guarding  and  removing  them,  is  too  obvious  to  be  dwelt  ui>on.  The 
agreement  between  the  agents  of  exchange,  a  copy  of  which  you  send 
me,  was  made  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  latter  abuse,  and  although 
it  had  no  application  to  the  case  of  the  prisoners  released  at  Brashear, 
I  had  no  notice  of  it.  and  could  have  received  none  at  the  time  I 
returned  your  captured  men.  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion in  my  tirst  conimunication  to  the  eighth  rule  iu  regard  to  paroles, 
published  by  the  Governrneut  of  the  United  States  on  the  2Sth  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  for  an  official  copy  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  you.  It  is 
there  iirescribed  as  the  proi)er  rule  of  conduct  for  a  prisoner  of  war 
whose  engagement  is  disowned  by  his  Government  to  return  and  sur- 
render himself  to  the  capturing  power.  This  is  the  case  of  the  Bra- 
shear  prisoners,  and  t  claim,  as  I  have  claimed,  compliance  with  the 
established  usages  of  war,  by  their  return  to  their  original  condition  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  for  the  future  all  occasion  fo?  the  renewal 
of  difticulties  resiiccting  the  exchange  or  release  of  prisoners  of  war  in 
this  military  district  should  be  removed. 

I  assume,  general,  that  you  concur  with  me  in  the  propriety  of 
alleviating  as  far  as  possible  the  condition  of  those  whom  the  fate 
of  war  may  place  in  the  power  of  either  belligerent. 

If  you  tlunk  that  a  convention  can  be  entered  into  by  which  the 
release  of  the  prisoners  under  jiarole  can  be  elfecteil  without  the  neces- 
sity of  transporting  them  to  distant  points  for  exchange  or  release,  I 
am  ready,  upon  my  part,  tf)  concur  in  any  arrangement  which  will 
attain  this  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bf,  yours,  &c., 

li.  TAYLOR, 
Major-  (rencral. 
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Headquarters  Western  District  of  Louisiana 

September  i'l,  1S6.3. 
MaJ.  (Ion.  X.  T.  Banks, 

Commandiruj   U.  S.  Forccn  in  Lonisinna : 

General  :  I  have  siveti  due  consideration  to  the  matters  stated  by  yon 
in  your  reply,  under  date  of  tlie  10th  instant,  to  my  comiuunieation  to 
yon  concerning  the  execution  of  JEr.  Glaisses  and  the  arrest  and  deten- 
tion as  hostages  of  noncoml)atant  citizens  residing  on  Bayou  liu'uf. 

The  killing  of  Captain  Dwight  is  the  act  which  led  to,  and  in  your 
view  justilied,  these  severe  and  exceptional  measures  against  which  it 
was  tiie  object  of  my  letter  to  protest.  We  difl'er  so  widely  with  respect 
to  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  capture  and  death  of  Ca[itain 
Dwight  that  continued  discussion  would  be  quite  unlikely  to  liriu'"-  us 
to  an  accord  of  opinion  upon  them.  When  I  wrote  to  you  I  was  in 
possession  of  the  ollicial  statement  of  the  commander  of  tUc  outposts, 
to  whose  orders  the  men  by  whose  hands  Captain  Dwight  fell  were 
subject.  They  were  not,  as  you  iiave  been  erroneously  informed,  men 
who  had  abandoned  the  army,  passing  themselves  off  as  peaceable  citi- 
zens and  receiving  ]irotection  as  such,  but  they  were  soldiers  in  the 
actual  discharge  of  duties  and  occupying  positions  to  which  tliev  had 
been  regularly  assigned  by  their  superior  ofliccrs,  and  they  killed" Cap- 
tain Dwight  because  he  sought  to  make  his  escape  after  formally  sur- 
rendering himself  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  However  much  the  loss  of  an 
ollicer  is  to  be  regretted  who.se  i|ualities  as  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier 
you  estimate  so  highly,  his  killing  was,  un<ler  the  circumstances,  a 
lawful  act  of  war. 

But  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  wiiat  1  protested  against,  general,  and 
what  your  answer  has  entirely  failed  to  justify,  was  the  execution  of 
an  innocent  mail  against  whom  no  charge  was  made  or  pretended  of 
complicity  in  the  slaying  of  Captain  Dwight  and  the  arrest  and  i)un- 
ishment  of  peaceful  citizens,  many  of  whom  livetl  too  far  from  the  scene 
to  be  suspected  even  of  harboring  or  conceabng  the  presumed  crimi- 
nals. These  innocent  incu  were  made  to  suffer  iiefore  any  opportunity 
was  given  to  the  (loveriiraent  of  the  alleged  offenders  to  investigate 
the  case,  and  inflict  such  punishment  upon  them,  had  tiiey  lieen  found 
guilty,  as  their  crime  would  have  merited,  and  as  would  have  been  sat- 
isfactory to  your  own  (roveniraent.  I  said  in  my  original  conununica- 
tioii,  and  I  repeat  now,  tiiat  the  suifering  of  these  unolfending  men  for 
the  supposed  guilt  of  others  has  notlLing  in  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare  to  extenuate  it. 

Our  correspondence  upon  this  subject  will  be  In  id  before  ray  Govern- 
ment for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  pro|ier.  Whac  I  note,  general, 
with  most  satisfaction  in  your  letter,  is  the  exjiressiou  of  sentiments 
with  regard  to  tlie  conduct  of  hostilities,  in  wliich  1  cordially  concur, 
and  which,  if  steadily  observed  liy  both  lielligereiits,  will  tenil  greatly 
to  mitigate  the  evils  ot'  this  iintbrtiinate  war. 
1  ha\"e  the  honor  to  l)c,  yours,  >S;c., 

11.  TAVbOR. 

M'tinr-driirnd. 


Office  (JoMitTssAuv-C.KNEKAr,  of  Prisonek.s, 

\V:i.sliini/ti>ii,  Srptrmlivr  ,'/.  Isi::!. 
\'>r\'j:A\('\\.  A.  Srnnv.VF,  VommiDiiliiiii   Fm-f    l>>  liurayr.  Jhl.: 

(  il.NERAI. :    1  have  thc^  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rcccijit  of  your  h'ftcr 
of  loth  instant,   inclosing   a   copy  ot  yom-   Spe(aal   Order    ui'>   and    the 
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rei'ninmendation  of  Captain  Clark,  that  additional  store-rooms  be  pro- 
vided to  receive  the  winter's  supply  of  subsistence  stores. 

The  order  provides  very  properly  for  all  admissible  communication 
with  the  prisoners  and  gives  ample  opportunity  for  them  to  receive  from 
their  friends  such  articles  as  it  is  proper  for  them  to  have.  Complaints 
are  continually  made  of  the  unkind  and  harsh  manner  in  which  prison- 
ers are  treated,  but  I  place  no  confidence  in  them  until  I  have  proof 
which  cannot  be  (luestioned.  A  few  days  since  I  received  through  Mr. 
Ould,  the  rebel  agent,  a  complaint  made  to  their  War  Department  by 
a  sergeant-major  who  professed  to  have  been  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Dela- 
ware, in  which  he  represented  that  the  prisoners  were  treated  in  the 
most  shameful  manner.  I  contradicted  the  whole  thing  as  being  almost 
wlioUy  tlevoid  of  truth,  and  where  there  was  any  foundation  for  com- 
plaint it  was  so  much  exaggerated  as  to  leave  little  semblance  of  truth. 
The  name  of  the  man  could  not  be  found  on  the  rolls,  and  I  even  doubt 
if  he  had  ever  been  at  the  f  irt. 

I  know  it  is  very  ditBcult  to  get  complete  and  perfect  rolls,  and  when 
any  discrepancies  occur  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  owing  to  mis- 
statements on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  or  some  other  unavoidable 
cause,  which  may  be  remedied  by  ini(uiry. 

From  present  prospects  you  may  expect  to  have  a  pretty  full  comple- 
ment of  prisoners  at  the  fort  during  the  winter  and  it  will  be  uetiessary 
to  put  up  a  suitable  store  house  to  receive  a  supply  of  provisions,  but  I 
can  scarcely  think  it  possible  that  communication  with  the  island  will 
be  cut  otf  for  two  months  during  the  winter.  Whatever  it  may  be  will 
have  to  be  provided  for.  and  I  think  you  may  estimate  for  about  8,000 
prisoners. 

If  the  fund  is  sufficiently  large  to  meet  the  expense  it  will  be  very 
X^roper  to  use  it  in  putting  up  a  suitable  store-house.  It  may  be  used 
also  in  the  purchase  of  stoves  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  or  anything 
else  that  may  be  necessary  to  promote  their  comfort — blankets,  cloth- 
ing, &c. 

As  the  approaching  cold  weather  will  make  it  necessary  that  the 
]irisoners  should  be  more  warmly  clad  I  would  suggest  that  you  forward 
estimates  for  a  supply  of  such  articles  as  will  be  needed. 

Your  note  of  14th  was  duly  received  and  I  wanted  to  acknowledge  it 
sooner,  but  many  pressing  engagements  liave  prevented  my  doing  so. 

I  hope  so(m  to  have  the  jileasure  of  making  you  the  visit  I  have  so  long 
had  in  c<Mitemplation.  but  just  now  it  is  quite  impossible. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

'    '  W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colont'I   Tlu'rd  In/'atitr)/  mid   Commixsary-General  of  Frisoiiers. 


Depot  of  Prisoners, 

■Tnliiixnn'.'i   TaJiniil,  Xiiir  Sdnihiskij.  Ohio,  September  21,  ll-tf'i3. 

ridU.   lior.KRT    Ol'LD. 

Aijent  for  E.ickauije  of  Prisoners,  liichmond,  Va.  : 
Sm :  Knowing  that  regular  couununication  between  Richmond  and 
the  Trans-. Mississippi  Department  has  been  obstructed  I  have  thought 
tliat  it  would  not  be  improper  in  me  to  inform  you  that  General  Price 
proposed  to  the  Federal  commanders  to  exchange  the  prisoners  then  in 
his  hands  at  Little  l-Jock  for  their  equivalent  of  those  captured  by  the 
Federals  at  Helena,  to  be  delivered  in  that  department,  and  that  before 
I  left  Saint  Louis  the  prisoners  that  were  at  Little  Kock  had  been 
paroled  and  were  sent  to  Saint  Louis  to  remain  in  a  parole  camp  until 
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tliey  were  exchanged.     I  was  present  at  the  conversation  between  Gen- 
eral Price  and  the  Federal  officers,  and  therefore  know  the  propositiou. 
I  do  not  know  the  number  paroled,  but  believe  it  was  about  250. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
BrUjadier- General,  Missouri  State  Guard. 

I  Inilor.-^emeiit.l 

Office  CoM>nssART  Oeneual  of  Prisoners, 

October  1,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  (Jeueral  Schofield,  commaiulinn:  Department 
of  the  Missouri,  who  is  requested  to  report  the  facts  in  this  case.     This 
letter  to  be  returned. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   (^'ommissnrxi-General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  Ark.,  September  ji,  is/;:]. 
Hon.  .Tames  A.  Seddon,  Sevretari/  of  War,  Ricliniond,  Va.: 

I  was  requested  by  Brigadier  General  Archer,  from  Maryland,  now 
a  prisoner  at  .lolinson's  Island,  to  forward  you  tiiis  communication.  I 
have  Just  returned  from  prison  there,  having  been  paroled,  antl  was 
told  by  him  to  say  to  you  that  he  would  not  sign  his  name  to  the  I'om- 
mnnication  tor  fear  of  discovery  in  case  it  should  l)e  found  on  my  person. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Y.  H.  BLAOKWELL, 
Major,  First  [Fiftii]  Missouri  Garalri/,  Colonel  Siielbifs   Recjinient. 

[Inclosure.) 

We  count  here  1,(!()()  prisoners,  1,200  officers.  We  can  take  the 
island,  guarded  by  only  one  battalion,  with  small  loss,  but  have  no 
way  to  get  off.  A  naval  officer  misht  procure  in  some  way  a  steamer 
on  the  lake  and  with  a  few  men  attack  the  island  and  take  us  to  Canada. 
C.  C.  Egerton,  of  Baltimore,  would,  I  think,  furnish  a  titling  crew  to 
one  of  our  naval  olficers  who  carried  your  iiulorsement  to  him,  and 
would  give  valuable  advice  regarding  how  to  uet  the  men  armed  in 
steamer,  &c.  There  is  no  truer  or  more  daring  man  in  our  service,  and 
he  has  a  largo  body  of  men  sworn  to  nbey  him  ami  help  us.  latiit. 
George  Bier  or  William  Parker  are  sui,'^ested. 


I'dirr   -MiiNKni',.  Sriitinnbi-r   .':',  /sv;.?. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

I  have  just  retiunrd  frmn  <'it\'  I'ulnr.     No  niranucinenr  was  anise 
at.     Am  anxious  to  ^fe  \"iiu. 

s.  A.  MKi;r:i)iTii. 

l:rn,adirr-(irn,r„l. 


llEADijtTAKTKUS  CAVALRY    I\    MlSStSSIPPI, 

Ciniton.  .1//.V.V..  Srptcmlier  :.':',  is/,.]. 
Mixj.  Gen.  S.  A.  HrRLBTT. 

ComnKindinrj    I'.  S.  Forcrx.  ^[l■ml}|li.■^.   Tinii.: 
General:  About  the  .Sth   of   rnly    laciit.    Daniel    If.   .foni's,  C.   S. 
Army,  was  captured   by  the  !'.  S.  loiccs  at  Colliervdle,  wiille  passing 
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along:  the  line  of  the  Memphis  aud  Charleston  Railroad  from  West 
Tennessee  to  Brig.  Geu.  J.  li.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army,  with  dispatches, 
and  I  have  been  informed  that  the  said  Lieutenant  Jones  has  since 
been  tried  three  times  as  a  spy,  and  has  finally  been  convicted  of  that 
oflense  and  sent  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  be  executed  as  such. 

I  desire,  general,  to  know  if  such  is  the  case,  for  I  cannot  conceive 
for  one  moment  that  such  a  violation  of  the  "  rules  of  civilized  warfare" 
will  receive  your  sanction,  aud  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  I  will  receive 
a  disclaimer  of  any  such  action  on  the  part  of  yourself  or  any  of  your 
subordinate  officers,  as  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to  adhere  to  the  "rules 
of  civilized  warfare"'  as  far  as  practicable.  I  earnestly  request  that  in 
case  Lieutenant  Jones  has  been  convicted  as  a  si)y  that  you  will  sus- 
pend the  exe(nition  of  the  sentence  until  further  investigation  is  had  in 
the  case.  This  commuiiicatiou  will  l)e  handed  you  l)y  Capt.  J.  R. 
Ruffin,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Sneed  and  au  escort  of  eight  men. 
I  am,  general,  very  resi)e(;tfullv,  ^(>ur  oliedieut  servant, 

S.  1).  LEE, 
.][((j(>r-  General,  Commanding. 


Hkadqttabtf.rs  Of.pautmknt  of  the  Gulf, 

Xeir    Orh-anx,  September  :32,  ISi'.S. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Andrews, 

Commanding  Corps  d'Afriipu-,  Port  IJnd.ioH: 
General:  Your  letter  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
department,  dated  September  1  4,  l.s<i,'^,  covering  correspon<lence  between 
yourself  and  Colonel  Logan  on  tlie  snbjc'ct  of  the  treatment  of  prison- 
ers, has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  ina.jorgeneral  commanding. 
He  directs  me  to  inform  you  th:it  the  denial  of  Colonel  Logan  is 
deemed  sufficient  to  prevent  any  act  of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the 
U.  S.  authorities. 

Colonel  Logan  can  liardly  be  Justified,  however,  in  placing  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  U.  S.  scrvi(!e  in  close  conflnement  on  the  simple 
in'esentation  of  an  ollicinl  in(|uiry  im  yonr  [tart,  unless  there  were 
attending  circumstances  not  alluded  to  in  the  correspondence. 

Very  respectfully.  1  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CILVS.  P.  ST(3NE, 
Ilriijadicr-detierul  and   Chief  of  iStaff. 


RiPTnioND,  September  33,  lS6.'y. 
MaJ.  Gen.  D.  U.  Maurv.  }rnl,ilr.  M,i.: 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  tliat  lirig.  Gen.  Neal  Dow,  U.  S. 
Army,  referred  to  in  your  niptr  oi    ^th   instant,  be  sent  to  this  city  to 
await  furtlu-r  orders  in  Ids  r.sc. 
^'ery  respectfidlv,  \c-.. 

S.  COOPER, 
Ailjiitaiit  and  Imtpcetor  (ieneral. 


riKAiH^.r  \i;  i  i.u>  Dhpartment  of  Virginia, 

I'nrt  Monroe,  Scptemlier  33,  18(13. 
MaJ.  Gen.  E.  A.  IIitciicix-k. 

Commisaioner  for   Exclnni'ii .   W  iisliington,  I).  C: 
Sir:   1  have  the  honor  to  rr|iort  to  you   herewith  the  result  of  my 
interview  with  the  rebel  uLrcnt  "\  rvrliaugc.     1  called  his  attention  to 
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the  fact  that  his  declaration  of  exchange  of  the  12th  instant  was  not 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  cartel.  He  acknowledn-ed  it  to  be 
the  case,  but  stated  tliatsuch  had  been  the  i)ractice  heretofore  between 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  and  himself,  and  that  when  one  agent  had 
declared  a  special  exchange  the  other  was  allowed  to  select  the  equiv- 
alents. This  he  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should  do.  I  expressed  my 
readiness  to  complete  the  arrangement  which  lie  had  "declared,"  but 
this  could  not  be  consummated  in  conse(|uence  of  tlie  rebel  agent's 
claiming  as  valid  the  paroles  at  Gettysburg  and  elsewhere,  amountin"- 
to  some  1,800.  " 

Mr.  OuUl  made  the  following  proposition: 

Th.at  :ill  olHcers  aad  men  on  liotli  si.lps  Iip  releaaed,  unless  there  be  actual  ehart-es 
against  tliem.  If  officers  oi-  men  aic  liel.l  on  diari^rs  wliicli  their  lioveniment  eoii- 
SLiler  unjust,  let  one  or  more  iiostaiji's  he  held  lor  sneli.  If  tlu-re  he  cliai-'res  against 
officers  :uj<l  men  and  they  are  not  truil  on  the  same  within  a  reasonahle  tiim^  7to  he 
ajjreed  upon  )  they  are  to  be  (lisidiarijed. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEKKDITFI, 

I!rifiiiilicr-(;,')it'r(il  (mil  Commissioner  for  Exclunu/e. 


Fort  Monroe,  Siytcmlier  ?.v,  isc.i. 
Major  Oeneral  HrrcnoncK: 

I  have  declared  exch:mged  all  ollicers  aiul  enlisted  men  captured 
and  paroled  up  to  Hept<-mber  I,  1S()3.  Will  forward  oliicial  papers 
tomorrow. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 

nriijoilier-dinrrid  iind  Commissioner  for  E.vchawje. 


Fort  Monroe,  Septemljer  3.3,  isr,:i. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

Will  send  to  Baltimore  for  prisoners  tomorrow. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Ilri/jiiflier-  Ccnrral,  li-r. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

Wii-.sliington,  ./>.  ('.,  .'September  ;.':-;,  IStiS. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Sccretnr;/  of  War: 

Sir:  [  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  it  wouhl  facilitate  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  prisoners  of  war  and  lead  to  a  more  direct 
resiionsibility  if  the  commanders  of  stations  wlu're  prisoners  are  held 
could  l)e  placed  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  ('omniissa.ry(Jeneral 
of  Prisoners.  By  the  interposition  of  an  intermediate  corainander  the 
responsibility  is  weakened  and  coiresiwindence  passing  through  him  is 
necessarilj.  much  delayed,  and  tlirongji  frequent  cliange  of  commanders 
it  IS  impossible  to  establish  a  uniform  and  permanent  system  of  admin- 
istration. I  wouhl  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  an  order  of  the 
following  tenor  be  issued,  viz: 

Hereafter  at  all  stations  where  rebel  prisoners  of  war  are  held  they  will  be  under 
the  exchisive  eontrol  of  the  lommaudiu;,'  oliicer,  who  will  be  strictlv'respousihle  for 
them  to  the  (;oniuii.ssary-(  leneral  of  Prison,  is.  and.  e\eept  Iroiii  the  \Var  I  lepnrtiiirnt 
or   the  (ieneral-m-Chief.  he   will   reeei\i.   unhrs   iclativo   to   piisouirs  ,miIv   lr..iii   or 
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thronsh  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  The  generiil  cnmmamling  the  depart- 
ment in  wUicih  the  station  is  located  will,  on  the  applioution  of  the  (Jouimissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  detail  a  suitable  field  ollieer  to  have  the  permanent  command 
of  each  place,  with  a  guard,  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case.  Commandants 
of  departments  and  armies  in  the  field  will  require  in  all  case.s  full  lists  of  prisoners 
captured,  giving  their  places,  Ac,  to  be  forwarded  without  delay  to  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  showing  the  disposition  made  of 
the  prisoners,  and  any  other  information  that  may  be  of  service.  All  rolls  should  be 
signed  by  the  ottieer  who  makes  them,  and  when  prisoners  are  turned  over  by  one 
officer  to  another  a  receipt  should  accompany  the  rolls.  Surgeons  in  charge  of  gen- 
eral hospitals  where  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war  may  lie  collected  will  be 
hold  responsible  fur  them  ;ind  will  be  governed  by  such  instructions  as  he  may 
receive  from  the  Comiiiissary-l  General  of  Prisoners. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Cotamisnary- General  of  Prisoners. 


WashinCtTON,  September  33.  1863. 
Major-Gener.il  Schofit;ld: 

A  declaration  of  exclianfie  has  been  made  foi  all  of  our  officers  and 
men  on  parole  prior  to  the  1st  of  September.  They  should  be  put  in 
motion  for  their  dutv  station  without  delay. 

E.  A.  niTCHCOCK, 
MH)or- General  of   Volunteers. 

(Same  to  coininandinsj  officers  of  prisoners  at  Benton  Barracks,  ^lo.; 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio;  Camp  Morton,  Ind.,  and  Camp  Parole,  near  Annap- 
olis, Md.) 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  33,  1S63. 
Col.  C.  Thomas. 

Actin;/  Quartermnster-GeHcrnl.  'Washinijion,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  In  view  of  the  probable  necessity  for  additional  accommo- 
dations at  Cam|)  Doug-las  for  prisoners  of  war,  1  respectfully  recommend 
that  tlie  buildiiii^s  burned  down  last  winter  not  yet  rebuilt  may  be  put 
up  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  After  the  larije  expense  recently 
incurred  in  the  introduction  of  water  to  the  camp  with  an  extensive 
sewerage,  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  fence,  it  is  economy  to  prepare 
quarters  for  prisoners  to  the  full  extent  of  the  ground. 
Very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFFMAN, 
Colonel   ThinI   hifiintry  mul   Comi)iissiiry-General  of  Prisoners. 


C,)UAi:TERMASTER-CrENERAL"S   OFFICE, 

September  33,  lSfi3. 
Ifespectfully  submitted  to  tlie  honorable  Secretary  of  War   for  his 
decision  as   to  whether  the  additional  buildings  recommeinled  to  be 
erected    by  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 
shall  be  erected. 

CHS.  Tno:\[A3, 

Actiiuj   (Quartermaster-General. 
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[Second  iudorsement.l 

F'orward  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting  the  buildino-s. 

E.  M.  STANTON. 

[Third  indoraement. ) 

War  Department,  Xoremln-r  7,  istis. 
These  papers  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  Cominissary-CTeueral  of 
Prisoners.  The  Secretary  of  War  is  not  disposed  at  this  time,  in  view 
of  the  treatment  our  prisoners  of  war  are  receiving  at  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  to  erect  hne  establishments  for  their  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
Whatever  is  indispensable,  however,  to  prevent  suffering,  whether 
from  the  effects  of  the  weather  or  other  causes,  will  be  provided  by  com- 
manding officers  of  prison  establishments  if  ordinary  means  fail,  by 
the  use  of  the  prison  fund  if  necessary  to  tliat  end,  as  far  as  it  will  go, 
Nothing  more  will  be  authorized. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

•IAS.  A.  HAKDIE, 
A.sxistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Miinrae,  September  .:?i.  JS6'S_ 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissdri/Genenil  <>/  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  On  the  -'-'d  instant  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  K.  Graham,  U.  o. 
Volunteers,  was  exchanged  for  Brigadier(  ieneral  Remper.  Uis  attend- 
ant, N.  G.  Bowler,  Company  A,  Seventh  Virginia  [.s/cj. 

The  following  named  non  combatants  were  released  from  Libby  Prison 
at  the  same  date:     Dr.  Alexander  McDonald,  Rev.  Mr.  Scandlin,  mem- 
bers of  the  Sanitary  Commission;  Leonard  Brink,  Henry  E.  Wrigley. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH. 
Briijadkr-Generdl  and   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headqi-arters   Department  of  ViRCriNtA, 

Fort  Monrof,  Septeml)er  L'i.  ISCS. 
Hon.  R.  OULD,  Aijent  of  Exchani/e,  Riehmond.  Vu.: 

Sir:  To  meet  your  declaration  of  exchange  of  the  Ii-'th  instant  I 
inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  announced  the  following: 

A  declaration  of  excliuuge  haviug  beea  announced  by  R.  Oukl,  esq.,  -.vzi-nt  tor 
exchange,  iit  Richmond,  \";i..  dated  September  12,  1863,  to  meet  the  saiiie  Tii  jiait. 
as  ei|iu\-alente.  it  is  hereby  declared  that  all  otiirers  and  men  of  the  l'.  S.  Army 
c.iptiired  and  paroled  at  any  time  previous  to  tlie  Kt  Septcrnlier,  1SH3,  are  duly 
OMdiauged. 

S.   A.  .MKKEDITH, 
Urii/dilier-iii  nenil  ami  CiiminiHsiuner  /or  Jijrlmnijr. 

The  number  ofotHcers  i'overe<l  by  the  lirst  live  sections  of  vonr  dcila- 

ration  is '. \.20H 

The  number  of  enlisted  men  is 14.  si'Cy 

The  unmber  of  olticers  covered  by  sixth  M-it  1011  i> 71' 

The  number  of  enlisted  men  is .s.  i)U 

Making  a  total  of  officers 1.  ■jni) 

And  total  of  enlisted  men ■J'2,  ,S7() 

Aggre^'ate ,  _  .   _■  i,  i.-,:i 
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Reiliiccd  to  enlistefl  men 29,433 

Oftbe  Federal  troops  on  parole,  there  are — 

Officers 76 

Enlisted  men 19,083 

A^gresate 19,  159 

Reduced  to  enlisted  men 19,  409 

Which  nives  a  lialance  in  our  favor  of 10,  024 

I  now  chiini  this  balance  which  is  due  as,  and  I  demand  that  you 
return  to  their  paroles  all  officers  and  men  for  whom  you  have  paroled 
no  e(|Uivalents,  or  that  you  release  an  equal  number  from  the  prisons 
in  liichmoud. 

Your  declaration  was  wholly  unwarranted  under  the  cartel,  and  it 
might,  with  great  propriety,  be  set  aside.  In  it  you  failed  to  announce 
to  me  the  sixth  section,  as  published  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the 
10th  instant,  which  covers  72  officers  and  8,014  enlisted  men.  You  did 
not,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  cartel,  furnish  me  with  any  "list," 
or  even  give  me  the  number  of  men,  by  which  I  could  declare  equiva- 
lents, nor  did  you  give  me  any  time  to  ]irepare  my  announcement.  I 
here  deem  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  state  that  I  consider  your  course  in 
this  matter  a  deliberate  breach  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  author- 
ities under  whom  you  act.  The  fifth  article  of  the  cartel  (General  Orders, 
Xo.  142,  1S02)  would  have  authorized  you  to  discharge  prisoners  of  the 
Federal  forces,  furnishing  a  "list"'  of  them,  and  then  you  could  have 
discharged  an  equal  number  of  your  own  officers  and  men  "  from  parole." 
The  cartel  not  only  contemplates  a  "mutual"  exchange  of  "lists" 
(article  5),  but  expressly  declares  (article  4)  that  no  exchange  is  to  be 
considered  com])lete  until  the  officer  or  soldier  exchanged  for  has  been 
actually  restored  to  the  lines  to  which  he  belongs. 

As  to  the  paroles  given  at  Gettysburg  and  elsewhere,  yon  made  an 
agreement  with  my  predecessor,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  to  take 
etfect  from  May  22, 1863,  that  all  paroles  given  not  in  accordance  with 
the  cartel  should  be  considered  null  and  void.  How,  then,  can  you 
claim  as  valid  the  Gettysburg  paroles  ? 

If  you  have  any  rolls  or  lists  of  any  men  whom  you  may  have  paroled 
that  I  have  not  given  you  credit  for,  or  if  there  should  be  any  errors  in 
my  account,  I  will  be  happy  to  rectify  tlie  same. 

You  declared  exchanged,  before  my  predecessor  was  relieved,  certain 
officers  captured  at  Vicbsburg,  in  which  declaration  he  refused  to  unite. 
There  are  but  two  officers,  I  believe  (Generals  Stevenson  and  Bowen), 
who  are  covered  by  your  declaration  of  the  12th  instant.  If  the  other 
officers  named  have  not  been  returned  to  their  paroles,  as  requested  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  you  are  indebted  to  us  for  their  eijuiva- 
lents.  The  chief  ground  of  the  objection  to  that  declaration  is,  that  at 
that  time  tliere  were  no  equivalents  fif  the  same  grade  in  our  posses- 
sion itiie  only  condition  which  wmild  have  warranted  your  making  the 
declaration),  and  if  we  consented  to  it  we  would  be  obliged  to  olfset 
them  by  offilcers  of  inferior  rank. 

In  making  up  the  number  of  Federal  troops  to  be  exchanged  I  have 
included  all  those  mustered  ontof  the  service,  all  discharged,  deserted, 
and  deceased. 

ResDectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
llriijailu'r-ilfiu  ral  mid   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 
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Headquarters  Aemy  of  Northern  Vikginia, 

September  24,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisonern,  Richmond,  Va. : 
iSlR:  I  aiu  under  the  impression  that  an  agreement  jmrporting  to 
have  been  made  between  you  and  the  Keilcral  commissioner  of  cxcliange 
appeared  in  the  Uichmotul  pai)ers  hist  summer,  the  etl'ectof  which  was 
that  no  paroles  would  be  regarded  as  binding  uidess  the  paroled  pris- 
oners were  delivered  at  the  established  points  or  at  some  place  agreed 
upon  between  commanding  officers  in  the  lield. 

An  order  to  that  etlect  was  published  i)y  the  Federal  authorities  and 
I  desire  to  Unow  whether  it  was  the  result  of  an  agreement  between  the 
commissioners. 

You  will  please  inform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  what  the  facts 
are  with  reference  to  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  E.   LEE, 


Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  Srptcmlicr  i'l,  isi;::. 
Hon.  .Iajies  a.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  communication  to  the 
Uichmoml  Examiner  which  I  deem  it  proper  in  the  tirst  ])lace  to  sub- 
mit to  you.  If  you  consider  it  at  all  imi>roper  or  inexpedient  at  this 
time  to  have  it  published  1  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  retain  it  in  your 
Department,  otherwise  to  have  it  sent  to  the  Examiner  for  publication, 
whichsoever  you  may  prefer.  In  either  case  my  object  will  be  obtained, 
which  is  in  the  discharge  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  my  professional  duty 
to  the  defendant — to  have  the  facts  of  his  case  laid  fairly  before  you  in 
reference  to  any  question  which  may  arise  as  to  his  exchange  as  a 
prisoner  of  war. 

If  I  rightly  construe  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Ould  with  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ludlow  it  seems  to  concede  the  status  of  Doctor  Rucker  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  but  for  the  charges  of  murder  and  larceny  which 
occurred  before  his  connection  with  the  Northern  Army  and  for  which 
subse([uent  prosecutions  are  now  pending.  Hence  it  seemed  to  me 
that  any  misapprehension  or  mistake  as  to  the  facts  of  those  live  charges 
ought  not  in  justice  to  remain  uncorrected. 

I  write  this  without  any  previous  consultation  with  my  colleague,  Mr. 
Michie,  to  whom  I  today  inclose  b(tth  my  letter  to  you  and  to  the 
ICxaminer  with  a  rei|Uest  that  if  he  concurs  with  me  in  recollection  that 
he  will  signify  that  concurrence  in  writing  at  the  foot  of  both  these 
letters  and  then  forward  them  at  once  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^,  sir,  with  high  respect,  ^Sic, 

N.   lIAUIilSON", 
Attin-ncij  fill-   Williaiii  /'.  Rialor. 

irii(lurs.-iM.'iit.i 

I  have  no  dithculty  in  saying,  at  the  rfi(uest  of  Mr.  Harrison,  that  my 
recollection  of  the  case  of  the  Common  weal  t  h  r.v.  Uui-ker  concurs  entirely 
svith  his  as  stated  in  the  accomiianyiag  paper,  both  as  to  the  nature 
and  state  of  pleadings  in  the  cases  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  have  been  delayed  on  the  d(jcket.  I  have  nothing  to  say  about 
the  communication  of  those  matters  to  a  newspaper,  but  think  it  im[)(>r- 
taut  that  the  (loveriuncnt  should  be  correctly  informed,  both  on  ;i(  ronnt 
of  the  rights  of  the  prisoner  and  its  own  cause. 

THUS.  .1.  MlCHIb:. 


318  PRISONERS   OF   WAK    AND    STATE,  ETC. 


Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  September  24,  I8f>3. 
To  the  Editor  (jf  the  Richmond  Ex:AiiiNER: 

Sir  :  III  the  Richmond  Seutiiiel  of  the  Itith  iustaut  was  published  a  let- 
ter from  the  Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Coufederato  agent  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  the  U.  S.  ageut  of 
exchange,  dated  the  2od  of  June,  ISO.;!,  which  coutaius  a  mistake  as  to 
tlie  facts  of  Doctor  Rucker's  case,  which  I  ask  permission  as  one  of 
his  counsel  to  correct. 

In  that  letter  3Ir.  Ould  says: 

Ho  '  Doctor  Ruokeri  was  not  uiuler  tin-  iirotcc-tioii  nf  a  soldier  wheu  he  committed 
the  feh)uie8  rharned  aituiiist  him.  I'he  >!tute  is  now  |iii)seiutinij  him  for  those 
crimes,  ami  his  trial  has  hcen  delayid  lor  two  iirmsoltlie  conrt,  at  his  owu  instance, 
as  t  am  informed. 

The  offeuses  here  referred  to  by  Mr.  Ould  nuist  be  the  indictment 
against  the  defendant  for  the  murder  nf  .Michiicl  .Joyce  in  Alleghany 
on  the  2.jd  of  July,  1S61.  aud  an  iudictuiL'iit  for  the  larceny  of  a  horse 
of  .loseph  A.  Persinger.  on  the  27th  of  January,  1-&2. 

The  remaining  eight  indictments  against  the  defendant  all  have  ref- 
erence to  the  charge  of  treason,  whith  they  embrace,  and  relate  to 
events  which  occurred  in  Alleghany  during  his  connection  with  the 
Northern  Army,  ou  the  ITth,  IStii,  and  l'.»th  of  ^lay,  1862. 

;Mr.  Ould  is  mistakeu  in  supposing  that  either  this  indictment  for 
murder  or  that  for  larceny  was  e\er  continued  at  the  prisoner's 
instance.  Of  the  charge  of  murder,  the  ilefendant  was  duly  acquitted 
by  the  county  court  of  Alleghany  on  the  I'Jth  of  August,  ISGl.  Not- 
withstanding this  acquittal  he  was  indicted  for  the  same  offense  before 
a  special  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Allegluiny  in  November,  1862. 

At  that  time  a  pleaof  ••  former  a(;(iuittar'  was  tendered  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoner,  objected  to  by  the  Comuiouwealth,  and  the  motion 
to  exclude  the  plea  continued  until  tlie  meeting  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Botetourt  (to  which  the  venue  was  then  changed)  in  December,  1862. 

The  motion  to  exclude  was  then  argued,  upon  the  objection  taken  by 
the  Commonwealth  that  an  acquittal  for  unlawful  stabbing  with  intent 
to  kill  did  not  necessarily  in:porc  an  ac(iuittal  of  willful  murder,  but 
the  objection  was  overruled  by  the  court  and  the  plea  sustained. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  then  annoUTieed  their  readiness  to  try 
the  plea,  but  on  the  motion  of  the  attorney-general,  who  asked  for 
time  to  prepare  a  replication  alleging  fraud  in  the  procuring  of  the 
aci[uittal  before  the  county  court  of  Alleghany,  the  case  was  con- 
tinued. 

At  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Botetourt,  in  April,  1863,  at 
the  instance  of  the  counsel  tbr  the  ( 'oinmonwealth,  aud  by  a  previous 
understanding  to  that  etfect  l)etween  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  all  the 
cases  against  tiic  defendant  weu-  continued. 

At  the  next  aud  last  term  of  the  court  (on  the  1st  instant)  the  defend- 
ant, who  liad  i)eeu  previously  tiansfcned  to  Danville  at  the  instance 
of  the  Commonwealth  autl  on  account  of  the  hostile  movements  then 
lieuding  in  the  adjoining  couutu's.  was  not  required  to  be  removed  to 
Fincastle.  so  that  his  cases  of  course  by  operation  of  law  stood  con- 
tinued until  the  next  spring  rei  ni. 

Tlie  indictment  tor  larceny  we  were  ready  to  try  at  its  first  calling 
in  Fincastle,  and  have  been  ready  to  try  ever  since. 

We  have  never  regarded  it  a>  ,tii\  thing  but  a  frivolous  prosecution 
against  the  prisoner  for  stealin,  .i  linr>e.  which  he  fairly  purchased 
from  his  debtor,  at   lii.s  in^tainc.  aial   lor  which  lie  gave  him  credit  ou 
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an  execution  which  he  held  against  him.  Besides,  the  nendinff  prosecn 
tioiiM  tor  both  of  these  oftenses  were  instituted  after  the  defendant's 
capture  at  Nicholas  Court-Hoiise  in  July,  1862. 

At  the  December  term.  18()L\  the  indictment  for  treason  was  demurred 
to  upon  the  ground  that,  if  treason  at  all,  it  was  treason  against  the 
Confederacy  and  not  against  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  prisoner's  counsel  were  then  anxious  and  the  court  was  then 
ready  (as  it  stated)  to  decide  the  demurrer  but,  at  the  instance  of  the 
counsel  for  the  Commonwealth,  that  decision  was  deferred  until  the 
ensuing  term  of  the  court,  and  the  demurrer  is  still  pending. 

The  indictment  for  burning  the  Cow  Pasture  bridge  and  the  other 
seven  indictments  tor  stealing  horses,  grain,  and  other  jiroperty  (which 
we  claim  to  have  been  impressed  instead  of  stolen) — all  of  these  the 
Commouwealth  was  ready  and  proposed  to  try  in  December  18tjL>. 
To  this  we  objected,  aud  these  cases  were  continued,  on  the  mo'tion  of 
the  couusel  for  the  prisoner,  for  two  reasons: 

First.  Because,  if  innocent  of  the  treason  (or  which  is  the  same  thing 
if  legally  in  the  military  service  and  employment  of  the  United  States') 
he  could  uot  be  guilty  of  the  overt  acts  relied  upon  as  constitutiiK^ 
that  treason,  and  which  would  then  be  legitimate  acts  of  regular  war* 
instead  of  arson  or  larceny  in  a  legal  sense.  ' 

Second.  Because,  if  forced  into  a  trial  of  tliese  ortenses  we  were  with- 
out any  evidence  as  to  the  handwriting  of  Colonel  Crook  aud  other 
otticers.  in  order  to  show  the  jtrisoners  <ounection,  either  as  provost- 
marshal  or  otherwise,  with  the  Northern  Army,  and  that  in  binning  the 
bridge  and  impressing  property  he  acted  iu  a  military  capacity  and  in 
pursuance  to  the  command  of  his  superior  otlicer. 

This  is  my  recollection  of  the  facts  as  they  occurred  iu  court.  If  I  am 
wrong  the  learned  couusel  upon  both  sides  or  his  honor  (Judge  Hudson) 
will  uo  doubt  be  able  to  set  me  right. 

There  api)ears  to  be  a  general  misapprehension  as  to  the  present  legal 
status  of  the  defendant,  which  a  more  general  acquaintance  with  the 
facts  would  perha])s  remove. 

N.  HARRISON, 
Attorney  for  William  P.  Rucker. 

I  nuLst  throw  myself  on  your  indulgence  and  beg  vou  to  overlook  the 
error  of  my  copyist  iu  writing  on  both  sides  of  sheet. 

X.  H. 

Iladuraement.) 

OcTr)BEU  5,  1803. 
I  see  no  benefit  that  could  result  to  the  Government  from  the  publica- 
tion of  this  communication.     Mr.  H.  may  be  discharging  oulv  a  duty  to 
his  client,  but  I  am  to  consider  only  the  etfect  on  the  Government,  and 
in  that  view  the  publication  can  do  no  good  and  may  prove  mischievous. 

.1.  A.  SEDDON, 

Siji-rcidiii. 


General  Orders.  \       irD(>Rs.  Df,pai;tment  of  tiik  ohi 

No.  162.  )  Cincinniiti.  (/Inn,  Sfptetnhir  :',:,  1 


_  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  126  [August  81.  current  series,* 
trom  these  headquarters,  is  revoked,  to  date  August  17  last. 
^    The  followingf  in  regard  to  the  same  sul>iect  is  reimblishcd  for  the 
information  and  guidance  of  all. 

•■See  ji.  190.  t  .Sec  i.eaeral  (Jrclors,  X.>.  -'Si;.  Aii^'nat  17.  j..  L'll'. 
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Deserters  from  the  rebel  anuy  will  only  be  disposed  of  at  the  discre- 
tion of  departmeut  commander.     If  discharged  ou   taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  or  on  other  cause,  a  descriptive  list  of  each  case  will  be 
forwarded  to  departmeut  headquarters. 
By  command  of  MajorGeueral  Buriiside: 

W.  P.  A^^DEESOlSr, 
Assistant- Ad jtitant  General. 


Confederate  States  ok  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  25,  IbHS. 

Maj.  I.  SZYMANSKI: 

Sir:  You  will  at  once  proceed  beyond  the  Mississippi  Kiver  and  dis- 
cliarge  the  tbllowing  duties: 

First.  Gather  together  as  speedily  as  possible  the  lists  of  the  paroles 
given  by  Federal  prisoners  at  any  time  since  the  1st  of  January  last 
whicii  liave  not  heretofore  been  forwarded,  correct  whatever  errors  and 
inii)erfections  may  be  in  them,  and  forward  them  to  me.  Let  the  lists, 
01'  paroles,  if  there  be  no  lists,  state  upon  the  face  when  and  where  the 
party  was  caiJtured  and  when  paroled,  and  whether  he  was  detained  in 
our  lines  or  allowed  to  go  or  seut  to  tlie  enemy's  lines.  If  tlie  parties 
were  sent  by  us  to  any  point  under  tiag  of  truce,  let  that  fact  be  stated, 
when  and  where.  If  you  can  procure  the  certiiicate  of  the  otHcer  who 
made  the  capture,  or  in  default  of  that  of  any  otticer  who  is  per- 
sonally cognizant  of  the  fact,  let  it  be  appended  to  the  lists  or  paroles, 
as  the  case  may  be.  I  much  prefer  that  lists  should  be  sent  rather 
than  the  paroles  themselves. 

Second.  Ascertain  the  number  and  locality  of  Federal  prisoners  who 
are  now  in  actual  ca[)tivity  beyou<l  the  Mississippi.  Inform  me  what  has 
been  done  with  such  as  have  been  captured  since  January  1, 1863,  and 
paroled.  Let  me  know  the  i)laces  where  and  the  time  they  were  deliv- 
ered, as  well  as  the  time  and  place  of  capture.  Let  me  know  also  what 
captures  of  Confederate  prisoners  have  been  made  since  said  date  and 
what  has  been  done  with  them. 

Third.  Communicate  to  the  various  commanders  the  proper  method 
of  making-  out  lists  or  paroles.  The  lists  and  paroles  must  state  upon 
the  face  when  and  where  the  i)arties  have  been  cai)tured  and  whether 
they  were  retained  or  released  on  tlieir  parole. 

Fourth.  In  the  present  situation  of  ati'airs  paroles  had  better  not  be 
given.  Where  it  is  possible  to  keep  the  prisoners  it  must  be  done.  If 
that  cannot  be  done  the  prisoners  should  be  delivered  under  a  tiag  of 
truce  at  N'icksburg.  Where  there  are  prisoners  <in  both  sides  they  can 
be  exchanged  one  for  the  other  on  the  spot.  The  Federals  recognize  tio 
delivery  of  a  [)aroled  man  except  at  Vicksburg  or  City  I'oitit,  unless 
the  commanders  of  the  two  (>p[)osing  armies  otherwise  agree. 

F'iftli.  Impress  uiion  the  ditferent  commanders  the  necessity  of  send- 
ing lists  of  their  ca[)tures  (wlien  the  parties  are  paroled)  by  safe  hands 
to  me,  retaining;-  a  duplicate  in  event  of  loss.  We  have  lost  thousands 
by  failure  in  this  respect.  If  captures  are  not  reiiorted  we  gain  nothing 
by  makin;;'  them. 

Sixth.  You  will  assist  in  establishing  parole  camps  and  collecting 
our  prisoners  tiierein.  (live  to  me  information  from  time  to  time  as 
to  the  number  of  prisotiers  therein,  the  organizations  to  whicii  they 
belong,  and  such  other  matters  as  may  be  of  importance.     Whenever 
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any  future  capture  is  made  of  a  large  number  of  men  iaform  me  of  it 
and  of  the  disposition  made  of  them. 
Seventh.  As  to  other  matters  exercise  your  own  good  judgment. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

War  Department,  Washington,  September  36,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received  by  this  Department. 
You  will  take  immediate  measures  to  communicate  it  to  Mr.  (Juki  and 
procure  a  suspension  of  execution  until  facts  may  be  offered  to  show 
the  real  status  of  the  prisoner  and  prevent  an  improper  execution. 
There  must  be  some  mistake  iu  the  matter. 

L"tica,  September  36,  1S63. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton',  Secretary  of  TVar: 

Spencer  Kellogg,  iiuartermaster  gun-boat  Essex,  contlemiieil  at  Richmond  as  spy. 
His  lather  will  prove  to  yuu  .Mimilay  that  he  should  be  held  prisoner  of  war.  Will 
you  do  all  in  your  power  to  save  him* 

LEVI  COZZENS. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Washington.  September  i'6',  1S6S. 
Levi  Cozzens,  Utica,  N.  Y.  : 

The  Department  is  using  every  exertion  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
.Mr.  Kellogg  and  to  save  him. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretarij  of  War. 


Washington,  September  36,  1863. 
General  S.A.Meredith,  Fort  Monroe: 

A  member  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  just  here  from  Richmond, 
reports  a  bt^lief  that  Spencer  Kellogg,  an  officer  of  the  Essex  steamer  on 
the  Mississippi,  is  under  sentence  of  deatii  at  Richmond,  the  circum- 
stances being  unknown.  The  strongest  belief  prevails  that  Kellogg  is 
not  amenable  to  the  penalty  of  death  under  the  laws  of  war  aud  is 
entitled  to  the  treatment  due  ti>  a  prisoner  of  war. 

You  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  with  Mr.  Ould  on  the  subject, 
and  urge  him  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  have  extreme  proceediugs 
against  Kellogg  suspended,  if  any  are  cnnteinplated,  until  he  can 
be  allowed  a  hearing.  There  must  be  some  mistake  with  regard  to 
Kellogg,  and  it  would  be  a  cruel  outrage  against  humanity  that  he 
should  be  a  victim  of  it,  to  say  nothing  of  the  consciiueuces  which 
must  follow  any  wrong  done  to  him. 

K.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General,  (fc. 

Washington.  September  ji:,  i^Ho. 
General  Meredith,  Fort  Monroe: 

Sir:  Ton  can  furnish  Mr.  Ould  a  copy  of  my  telegram  with  regard 
to  Si)eucer  Kellogg. 

E.  A.   LIITCnCOCK, 

Major-Ocneral. 

21    R    R— series    II,   ViiL    VI 
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Washington,  September  26,  l8f>3. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners : 
Sir:  The  proposition  submitted  as  from  Mr.  Ould,  in  your  letter  of 
the  22d  instant,  "  that  all  olficers  and  men  on  both  sides  be  released, 
unless  there  be  actual  charges  against  them,"'  &c.,  is  not  accepted.  The 
eftbrt  to  make  a  distinction  between  officers  serving  with  diiferent 
species  of  troops  can  receive  no  countenance  whatever. 

The  existing  cartel  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  laws 
of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
.Uajor- General  of  Volunteers,  i&c. 


Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Near  Handusky,  Ohio,  ^September  26,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissnry-Genernl  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  Be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  whether  the  number  ot 
prisoners  will  remain  as  large  as  it  now  is,  in  your  judgment,  any 
great  length  of  time,  whether  they  will  probably  be  increased,  and 
whether  there  will  be  speedy  exchange.  Your  judgment  on  these 
points  will  aid  me  in  a  number  of  matters  of  importance  to  this  post. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIERSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Commanding  Post. 

[[ndoraement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  October  3,  1863. 
There  is  no  prospect  at  this  time  of  any  further  delivery  of  prisoners 
on  parole,  and  you  should  make  provision  for  the  winter  for  as  many 
prisoners  as  the  barracks  will  accommodate. 
Eespectfully  returned. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  September  26,  1363. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  declared  exchanged  tiie  following  officers  and 
men  of  the  engineer  corjis  and  sappers  and  miners  captured  and 
paroled  at  Vicksburg,  to  wit  :* 

KespectfuUy,  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  26,  1863. 
Lieut.  John  Latouche, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Military  Prison,  Richmond,  Va,: 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from   the  Secretary  of 
War  in  answer  to  a  communication  aHdressed  to  him  September  26, 

List  omittert  emliraces  nnmesof  ISofficers  and  U  men. 
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186.3,  you  are  hereby  authorized   and  will  proceed  to  impress   two 
buildings,  one  on  the  corner  of  Nineteenth  and  Franklin  streets,  known 
as  Grant's  Factory;  the  other  on  Twenty-first  street,  between  Main  and 
Gary,  and  known  as  Smith's  Factory. 
The  impressment  will  be  made  without  any  reference  to  rent. 
Very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Depart>ient  of  Tennessee, 

September  ;2T,  1S63. 
MaJ.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Chattanooga  : 
General  :  Every  po.ssible  care  and  attentiou  in  our  power  have  been 
bestowed  on  your  wounded  found  on  the  field  of  battle.  From  the  very 
limited  supplies  and  attendants  left  with  them,  however,  much  sufl'ering 
ha.s  resulted,  which  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  prevent. 
.  Such  as  can  bear  transportation  (to  be  selected  by  your  medical  offi- 
cers already  on  the  field)  will  be  paroled  and  sent  to  your  lines,  pro- 
vided you  will  send  the  necessary  transportation  for  that  purpose.  The 
conveyances  will  be  met  by  Col.  J.  P.  Jones,  of  my  staff,  and  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  drivers,  in  front  of  my  line,  on  the  Lafayette  road,  at 
8  a.  m.  tomorrow,  and  will  be  returned  to  you  at  the  same  point  with 
their  loads  as  soon  as  practicable.  Any  supplies  you  may  desire  to 
send  by  these  conveyances  will  be  allowed  to  pass. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON.  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Fort  ^[onrne.  September  27,  I8t^3. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the   United  States,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:   Dr.  John  P.  Gray  having-  accomplished  the  examination  he  was 
sent  to  make  as  to  tliesanity  or  insanity  of  Doctor  Wright,  of  Norfolk, 
I  deem  it  a  proper  opportunity  for  me  to  forward  to  you  my  convictions 
in  the  case  and  my  most  respectful  suggestions. 

That  the  homicide  was  a  deliberate  and  cold-blooded  murder  I  enter- 
tain no  manner  of  doubt,  and  looking  to  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  troops  of  which  Lieutenant  Sanborn  was  an  officer.  I  deem  it  essen- 
tial to  discipline  ami  proper  feelings  of  pride  and  self  respect  among 
the  officers  of  colored  troops  that  Doctor  Wright  should  pay  the  penalty 
to  which  he  was  sentenced  by  court-martial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  ol)e<lient  servant, 

.Y.  G.   F<XSTER. 
Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Office  Com:missioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Septemljer  27,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  1  have  written  to  you  twice  in  relation  to  the  captain  and  crew 
of  the  bark  Texana.  VTou  say  that  you  will  release  them  if  we  will 
release  prisoners  of  yours  in  like  circumstances.     We  do  not  know  of 
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any  prisoners  held  by  us  under  similar  circumstances  as  the  crew  of 
the  Texana.  If  you  will  refer  specitically  to  any  such  in  our  hands 
they  shall  be  released. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brifiadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  OoiionssARY-GENEEAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 
General:  I  am  informed  that  there  is  much  comment  in  Pittsburg 
on  the  many  indulyeuces  that  are  extended  to  the  prisoners  of  war  in 
the  Allegheny  Penitentiary,  and  that  it  is  excused  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  done  by  my  order.  I  have  given  no  instructions  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  of  prisoners,  except  what  are  contained  in  my  letter  of  the 
ISth  of  August  and  the  regulations  which  accompanied.  These  do  not 
authorize  anything  but  what  is  necessary  and  proper,  neither  excessiye 
clothing  nor  luxuries  of  any  kind.  No  report  has  been  made  to  me  of 
the  manner  of  subsisting  them,  but  if  they  draw  their  rations  the  fund 
made  from  the  surplus  will  furnish  the  means  of  procuring  any  vege- 
tables that  may  be  required.  Further  thau  this  nothing  is  to  be  pur- 
chased to  eat,  nor  can  they  be  permitted  to  purchase  luxuries  for  them- 
selves. If  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  reports  I  refer  to,  will  you 
please  give  such  instructions  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  the  prison- 
ers as  will  put  a  stop  to  all  irregularities?  I  have  not  been  informed 
what  oflticer  is  in  immediate  charge  of  these  prisoners,  nor  have  I  received 
any  returns  from  him.  Will  you  jdease  require  his  immediate  attention 
to  the  returns  required  by  the  regulations? 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  28,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir  :  Until  you  hear  to  the  contrary  from  me,  any  blankets  or  cloth- 
ing sent  to  the  Federal  prisoners  here  will  be  delivered  to  them.  In 
the  meantime  will  you  please  answer  my  inquiry  of  the  2d  instant  as  to 
any  order  forbiildiug  money  or  clothing  to  be  given  to  our  prisoners 
now  in  captivity. 

RespectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Tonfederate  Statks  of  America,  War  Department. 

Richmond,  September  28,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  On  the  31st  of -July  last  I  wrote  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow, 
informing  him  of  the  charges  and  specifications  against  Spencer  Kellogg. 
Immediately  thereafter  I  sent  tor  the  witnesses,  and  upon  interro- 
gating them  found  that  the  charges  and  specifications  were  true.    On 
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the  18th  of  this  month  he  was  brought  before  a  court-martial,  and 
on  the  following  day,  upon  the  most  ample  evidence,  convicted  of 
being,  lirst,  a  deserter  from  our  service  (which  he  at  one  time  joined)  to 
the  enemy,  and  secondly,  of  having  acted  as  a  spy  while  in  our  service 
at  Island  No.  10.  As  you  are  aware,  he  was  captured  in  arms  against 
us  near  Baton  Rouge  something  more  than  a  year  ago. 

On  the  25th  of  this  month  Spencer  Kellogg  was  publicly  executed  by 
hanging  at  Camp  Lee,  near  Richmond.  Some  day  or  two  before  the 
execution  he  openly  confessed  that  be  had  been  employed  by  the  Fed- 
eral authorities  as  a  spy  and  acknowledged  the  justice  of  his  sentence. 
I  am  under  tlie  impression  that  he  lett  letters  for  his  relatives  wherein 
the  same  admissions  are  made.  In  my  next  communication  to  you  I 
will  forward  you  a  copy  of  the  order  in  his  case  containing  the  charges 
and  specifications. 

If  you  will  reciprocate  in  such  cases  I  will  send  you  a  certitied  copy 
of  the  record  in  his  case.  To  my  certain  knowledge  the  evidence  of 
his  guilt  was  overwhelmiiig,  one  of  the  witnesses  being  the  lieutenant 
of  engineers  under  whom  he  served  while  at  Island  Xo.  10.  In  spite 
of  that,  however,  if  he  liad  not  already  been  executed,  I  am  sure  a  sus- 
pensiiiQ  of  execution  would  have  been  ordered  to  await  anything  which 
you  might  have  had  to  produce  in  his  favor.  His  trial  was  fair  and 
impartial.  He  was  not  tried  before  an  improvised  military  commission, 
but  before  a  general  court-martial,  convened  months  ago  and  composed 
of  intelligent  and  honorable  officers.  A  longer  time  elapsed  from  the 
time  of  his  conviction  to  the  date  of  his  execution  than  is  usually 
accorded  to  spies. 

Your  Government  cannot  complain  of  the  fullest  notice.  On  the  31st 
of  July  I  informed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  that  he  would  be  tried. 
When  you  see  the  charges  and  specitications  you  will  see  they  are 
almost  copied  t'rom  my  letter  of  that  date.  If  there  was  anything  to 
be  produced  in  favor  of  Kellogg  it  should  have  been  presented  long  ago. 
There  must  be,  however,  some  mistake  about  the  ability  of  his  friends 
to  show  that  he  should  not  be  treated  as  a  deserter  and  a  spy.  The 
evidence  and  his  own  confessions  settle  those  two  facts  beyond  a  doubt. 

I  will  give  you  further  information  as  to  this  case  in  a  subsequent 
communication.     To-night  I  have  not  the  time  to  procure  it. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  AirERicA,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  September  ;'.S',  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  On  the  1st  of  August  last,  in  reply  to  your  tirst  comuiunication 
respecting  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  bark  Texana,  I  uave  you  a 
list  of  six  captures  made  by  the  Federal  forces,  some  or  all  of  which 
corresponded  with  that  of  the  Texaiui.  I  refer  you  to  tlie  letter  of 
August  1.  The  captures  were  ujade  either  at  sea  or  in  our  western 
rivers.  The  parties  were  engaged  in  either  exterior  or  interior  com- 
merce. How  they  differ  from  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Texana  I 
cannot  conceive.  I  then  made  you  a  proposition  in  reference  to  the 
release  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  all  vessels  who  are  now  held  in  con- 
finement by  either  the  t'nited  States  or  Confederate  States.  You  have 
not  seen  tit  to  accept  it. 
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I  now  mate  another  proposal,  to  wit:  That  the  ofQcers  and  crews  of 
all  merchant  vessels  who  are  now  confined  on  either  side  be  immedi- 
ately and  unconditionally  released.     Either  the  proposal  made  in  my 
letter  of  the  21st  ultimo  or  in  this  present  one  will  be  acceptable  to  me. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Tennessee, 

Septembtr  2S,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  "W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Chattanooga: 
General  :  In  return  for  the  prisoners  i)aroled  and  sent  to  yoiu'  lines 
I  request  that  you  will  place  on  parole  and  return  to  me  an  equal  num- 
ber, or  as  many  as  you  may  have  able  to  bear  transportation.  In  this 
request  1  beg  leave  specially  to  include  Brig.  Gen.  D.  W.  Adams,  who 
is  reported  to  be  iu  Chattanooga  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXT0:N^  BRAGG, 

GeneraL  Commanding. 


House  of  Delegates,  Heptemher  .38,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir;  I  respectfully  desu'e  to  call  your  attention  to  a  case  of  individ- 
ual hardship,  for  which  there  appears  to  be  no  redress  unless  in  that 
final  control  over  military  matters  wliich  pertains  to  your  office,  a  con- 
trol w"hich  I  involie  in  tiie  interest  of  humanity  and  justice.  An  old, 
honest,  and  every  way  reputable  citizen  of  this  city,  such  being  his  char- 
acter as  indorsed  by  some  of  the  first  citizens  of  Richmond,  was  in- 
formed about  three  mouths  ago  that  his  brother  was  a  prisoner  on  Belle 
Isle  and  iu  a  very  destitute  condition.  He  immediately  applied  for 
permission  to  visit  his  brother  and  supply  his  needs,  but  was  refused. 
He  then  obtained  letters  representing  him  as  a  man  of  unexceptionable 
character,  socially  and  civilly,  and  thus  armed  made  a  formal  appUca- 
tion  to  (ieneral  Winder,  which  was  as  vain  as  the  former.  Another 
etibrt,  more  indirect  in  its  character,  was  subsequently  made,  and  still 
without  eft'ect.  Meanwhile  his  brother  represents  himself  to  be  shoe- 
less and  almost  nalied,  and  the  guards  absolutely  refuse  to  receive  and 
convey  to  the  prisoner  goods  furnished  by  his  brother. 

Such  inhumanity  is,  I  believe,  without  a  parallel  in  the  conduct  of 
civilized  belligerents,  and  is  obnoxious  to  peculiar  objection  here,  since 
our  soldiers  iu  Northern  prisons  have  hardly  ever  been  refused  oppor- 
tunity to  CDiumunicate  with  their  friends  and  relatives,  and  even  with 
strangers,  and  the  amount  of  material  aid  which  the  Vanl^ee  Govern- 
ment has  since  the  comruenceineut  of  the  war  permitted  es'en  parties 
whom  they  consider  disloyal  to  extend  to  our  soldiers  lias  been  immense. 
With  how  much  greater  reason  may  a  loyal  citizen,  honest,  ujjriglit, 
irreproachable,  ask  the  privilege  of  communicating  with  his  impris- 
oned l)rother,  from  whom  he  has  been  separated  for  many  years,  and 
who  now  appeals  to  him  for  the  common  charities  and  absolute  neces- 
saries of  life.  ^STot  the  least  remarkable  feature  of  this  case  is  the  pro- 
tracted detention  of  this  prisoner  wlien,  as  is  alleged,  hundreds  who 
were  incarcerated  since  have  been  exchauged. 
Very  respectfully, 

-  *  A.  M.  KEILEY. 
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Office  CojoiissahyGenebal  of  Prisoners  ■ 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  29,  1863. 
Col.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Assistant  Ailjutant-Oeneral: 

Colonel:  All  troops  who  were  paroled  and  within  our  lines  un  to 
the  1st  instant  have  been  exchanged.     DeUveries  since  the  Ist  instant 
have  not  been  exchanged. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  September  29,  1863 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Comdg.  Confederate  Forces,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Tenn.: 
General:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant  re(|uest- 
ing  me,  in  return  for  the  prisoners  paroled  and  sent  to  my  lines  by 
you,  to  parole  and  return  to  you  an  equal  number,  or  as  many  as  I 
may  have,  who  are  able  to  bear  transportation. 

The  prisoners  who  will  bear  transportation,  numbering  between 
thirty  and  torty,  will  be  paroled  and  sent  to  your  lines  to-morrow 
morning  at  8  o'clock. 

I  inclose  and  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter*  received  from  Bri"- 
Gen.  D.  V\ .  Adams,  which  will  explain  to  you  the  reason  for  not  send- 
ing him. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  KOSECRAXS, 

Major- General. 

Headi^uarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Vieksburg,  Miss.,  September  29,  IStiS. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  Commanding  Post: 

General:  Official  iuforniatiou  having  been  received  at  these  head- 
quarters that  the  Confederate  authorities  are  returning  to  duty  por- 
tions of  the  command  captured  and  paroled  at  this  place,  previous  to 
their  being  exchanged,  in  utter  violation  of  their  paroles  and  terms  of 
capitulation,  you  will  immediatelv  instruct  vour  provost-marshal  to 
arrest  and  confine  within  the  limits  of  the  jail  all  persons  weariuo- 
the  Confederate  uniform,  and  all  persons  not' in  uniform  wlio  are  sup- 
posed to  belong  to  the  Confederate  Army,  that  they  may  be  sent  Xorth 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  sick  and  convalescent  in  the  Confederate  hospital  must  be  cmi- 
hned  to  the  hos[)ital  .urounds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  Mcpherson. 

Majur-Geiternl. 

Washington.  September  30.  1^63. 
Francis  Lieber,  M.  D.,  Xm-  York  City: 

My  Dear  Doctor:  The  newspapers  state  that  Spencer  Kello-r,.-, 
masters  mate  ot  Mississippi  gunboat,  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  rebels, 

'  Not  lound. 
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was  executed  on  Friday  last.  As  our  Government  has  threatened 
retaliation  in  case  of  such  execution,  if  found  to  be  unauthorized  by 
the  laws  of  ■war,  it  becomes  necessary  to  examiue  the  question  with 
great  care. 

Kellogg  has  been  held  for  the  past  year  as  a  spy,  although  not  cap- 
tured as  a  spy,  but  as  a  prisoner  of  -war.  He  unquestionably  acted  as 
a  spy  in  February  or  March,  1862,  but  escaped  and  rejoined  his  ship, 
from  which  he  was  captured  some  time  during  the  summer  as  an  ordi- 
nary prisoner  of  war.  We  claim  that  not  being  captured  while  a  spy, 
or  previous  to  his  rejoining  our  forces,  he  could  uot  be  considered  or 
treated  otherwise  than  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  This  is  the  doctrine  of 
paragraph  104,  General  Orders,  Xo.  100.  I  think  I  have  seen  the  same 
doctrine  stated  elsewhere,  but  cannot  now  refer  to  any  authority. 
Please  give  me  references  if  you  have  any. 

I  remember  tliat  the  Euglish  in  Major  Andre's  case  made  a  point 
that,  even  admitting  he  was  a  spy.  he  had.  when  captured,  passed  our 
lines  and  was  on  "ueutral  grounds,"  and  therefore  no  longer  punish- 
able. A  ready  answer  to  this  was  that  lines  are  movable,  and  extend 
and  contract  with  the  movements  of  troops.  Audrt'  had  uot  reached 
the  British  lines  when  captured.  Had  he  subsequently  been  taken  as 
a  prisoner  of  war  his  case  would  liave  been  parallel  to  that  of  Kellogg. 
I  do  not  uow  remember  a  case  exactly  paiallcl.  Hale  was  captured 
within  the  enemy's  lines  while  acting  as  a  spy. 

The  Kichmoud  papers  add  that  he  was  executed  as  a  spy  and 
deserter.  The  latter  charge  I  think  is  untrue,  and  is  probably  put  in 
as  a  make-weight.  I  saw  Kellogg  myself  and  conversed  with  him 
immediately  after  his  return  from  the  rebel  lines,  and  he  never  inti- 
mated that  he  had  entered  the  military  service  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  important  that  we  should  take  the  right  ground  in  this  matter. 
I  hope  you  will  give  me  such  information  and  advice  as  may  be  in  your 
power. 

Yours,  trulv, 

U.  W.  HALLEOK. 


HEADQt'ARTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF   VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monrue,  September  30,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Com misxart/- General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  The  rebel  agent  of  exchange  accepts  my  proposition  to  make  a 
mutual  monthly  exchange  of  lists  of  peisous  who  die  in  prison  ]S"orth 
and  South,  and  says  he  will  furnish  me  one  in  a  few  days.  Will  you 
have  one  forwarded  to  me  for  the  month  of  September  at  your  earliest 
couveuieuce  ? 

Very  respectfully,  vour  nbcdient  servant, 

S.  A.  .MEREDITH, 
lirujadivi-diiii'i'iil  and   ( 'oininixsioncr  for  E.cchcinijtj. 


Heaihji  Ai;  I  i;i;s  Dhpartment  of  Virginia, 

Flirt  Monroe,  September  -JO,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman.  ('mnmissnrij-General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  The  rebel  agent  of  exchange  informs  me  that  blankets,  clothing, 
&c.,  will  be  delivered  to  our  pi  iMiners  conhned  in  Richmond.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  forward  some  m  them.'     There  are  no  lights  in  the 
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sashes  in  their  prisons,  and  I  am  informed  that  none  can  be  placed 
there.  Much  suffering  will  ensue  during  the  approaching  inclement 
season. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brif/adier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

October  7,  1S63. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  cff  War,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  directed  to  forward  to  Rich- 
mond, through  General  Meredith,  commissioner  for  exchange,  .500 
blauket.s  of  inferior  (juality,  to  be  gratuitously  issued  to  Federal  prison- 
ers hekl  in  that  city.  It  is  further  suggested  that  General  Meredith 
require  to  be  returned  to  him  by  Mr.  Quid  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  the  blankets  from  one  of  the  senior  Federal  officers  among 
the  prisoners.  If  it  is  found  practicable  articles  of  clothing  may  be 
forwarded  at  an  early  date. 

W.  HOFFMAX. 
Colonel   Thinl  Injontry  and  Conunis.tari/-<feneral  of  Frisoners. 

[Secoiul  iiidorsfiuL-ut.) 

1  concur  in  opiuiou  with  Colonel  Hottman. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

M ajor ■  It enera I  of  Vuluntetrs. 

[Third  indursement.] 

War  Department,  October  13,  1S63. 
Approved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADyl'ARTERS,  Annapolis,  Md.,  September  30,  1S63. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Coinmissary-Gcueral  of  Prisoners : 

Sir:  Nearly  every  boat  which  arrives  with  paroled  prisoners  of  war 
brings  to  this  place  citizens  who  have  been  coutined  in  Richmond,  Va., 
and  having  been  plundered  of  everything  valuable  are  in  very  destitute 
circumstances.  A  large  portion  of  them  have  been  in  prison  many 
months  and  many  are  in  bad  health,  resulting,  I  do  not  doubt,  in  most 
cases  from  bad  treatment  and  from  not  having  had  sufQcient  food.  The.se 
persons  being  without  the  means  to  pay  their  expenses  to  their  places 
of  residence  couie  to  me  for  transportation,  which,  under  present  instruc- 
tions, I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  furnish.  As  tho.se  persons  have  suflered 
for  their  loyalty  to  the  General  Government  and  are  now  in  distress,  it 
appears  to  me  that  both  justice  and  humanity  require  that  aid  should 
be  given  them  to  get  to  their  friends.  If  the.se  views  are  approved.  I 
respectfully  request  authority  to  furnish  them  trausportatiou  to  their 
homes. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  vour  obedient  servant. 

C.  A.  WAITK, 
Colonel  First  Infantry,  Commandimj  Post,  Annapolis,  Md. 
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[Indorsement.] 


Office  ComnssAKY-GENEEAi  of  Prisoners, 

October  5,  1863. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  recommenda- 
tioQ  that  the  authority  asked  for  be  grauted. 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Com:jiissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  September  30,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Pierson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  As  the  weather  becomes  colder  the  prisoners  will  require 
to  be  more  warmly  clad  thau  heretofore,  and  you  will  therefore  permit 
such  of  them  as  have  the  means,  and  when,  in  your  judgment,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  to  purchase  overcoats  or  undergarments  suitable  to 
the  season.  To  those  who  have  no  means  of  purchasing  for  themselves, 
if  recommended  by  the  medical  officer,  you  can  issue  such  extra  cloth- 
ing as  may  be  necessary.  3Iake  reciuisicions  for  such  articles  as  you 
require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMA^f, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


TIeadquarteks  Dkpartment  of  Vieginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  ciO,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Aijent  of  Exrhanije,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Had  I  succeeded,  after  waiting  thirty  hours,  in  obtaining  an 
interview  with  you  wlien  I  was  last  at  City  Point,  I  had  intended  to 
explain  to  you  that  the  U.  S.  authorities  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  treatment  that  General  Morgan  and  his  command  received  when 
imprisoned  at  Columbus.  Such  treatment  was  wholly  unauthorized. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


■     '  .        HEADtirARTERa    DEPARTMENT   OF   VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  30,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exvlinngc,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  In  the  liope  that  tliC  uHiceis  of  the  medical  departments  on  both 
sides  may  be  uuitually  released  who  are  n(^w  lield  as  prisoners,  1  otter 
to  yon  the  following  projiosition:  That  all  persons  of  the  medical 
departments,  distinctly  known  as  such,  held  as  prisoners  on  either  side, 
shall  be  discharged,  irrespective  of  numbers. 

If  you  will  not  agree  to  tlie  nbove  I  propose  that  all  shall  be  dis- 
charged, except  one  or  uujie  designated  persons,  for  whom  equiva- 
lents may  be  retained  by  the  opiKisite  party.  We  designate  no  one 
for  exception. 

Very  respectfullv,  yi.mr  o'lc-diciir  servant. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadicr-Otiici'il  ninl   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  DeparT^hent, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  30,  1863. 
A.  M.  Keiley,  Esq.,  House  of  Delegates: 

Sir  :  1  have  read  with  some  surprise  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant 
relative  to  the  action  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
at  Belle  Isle.  The  course  pursued  in  the  case  mentioned  is  so  dif- 
ferent from  the  general  practice  as  known  to  me  that  I  think  there 
must  be  some  mistake,  and  will  be  pleased  if  you  will  furnish  the  name 
of  your  informant  that  I  may  direct  investigation. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

filCHMOND,  September  3U,  1S63. 
Hon.  Jam:es  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of   War: 

Sir  :  In  the  matter  of  the  accompanying  letter  of  Hon.  A.  G.  Brown,* 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

rxoveriior  Brown  seems  to  have  misapprehended  the  facts  connected 
with  the  recent  declaration  of  exchange.  You  are  aware  that  I  have 
been  endeavoring  for  more  than  two  months  to  come  to  some  agree- 
ment with  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange  as  to  what  paroles  should  be 
received  and  what  rejected.  You  also  know  that  in  spite  of  my 
efforts  no  agreement  has  been  made,  and  that  I  was  compelled  on  my 
own  responsibility  as  agent  of  exchange  to  make  the  declaration  to 
which  Governor  Brown  refers.  That  exchange  released  no  one  from 
captivity  on  either  side.  It  was  simply  a  set-off  of  paroles  on  both 
sides,  t  would  very  gladly  have  secured  the  release  of  our  Gettys- 
burg prisoners,  now  in  captivity  at  the  Xorth,  by  exchanging  them  for 
officers  and  men  paroled  by  General  Lee  if  it  could  have  been  done. 
In  order  to  accomplish  that  the  Federal  assent  was  necessary,  and 
that  I  could  not  procure.  The  enemy  would  not  agree  to  even  more 
favorable  terms  to  him. 

Governor  Brown  seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  Fed- 
erals paroled  at  Gettysburg  have  been  released  from  their  paroles. 
Such  is  not  necessarily  the  case.  I  have  paroles  in  my  possession 
other  than  those  given  at  Gettysburg,  greater  in  number  than  the 
Mcksburg  captures,  which  I  have  declared  exchanged. 

It  has  been  the  constant  practice  of  the  agents  of  exchange  on  both 
sides,  whenever  one  of  them  declared  an  exchange  of  paroled  men,  to 
allow  the  other  to  select  the  e<iuivalents  who  were  to  be  discharged 
troni  parole  on  his  side.  In  no  instance  has  ever  a  paroled  man  been 
exchanged  for  one  in  captivity.  Paroled  men  are  t-xchanged  for 
paroled  men,  and  those  in  captivity  for  such  as  are  in  similar  condition. 
Y"oa  know  what  persistent  efforts  I  have  made  to  secure  the  release  of 
all  officers  and  men  on  both  sides  and  how  the  enemy  has  constantly 
refused  our  fair  offers.  1  sympathize  with  Governor  Brown  and  his 
most  excellent  wife  in  their  affliction,  and  I  am  sure  when  he  is 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  he  will  not  only  acquit  this  office  of  all 
blame,  but  will  be  satisfied  that  everything  wliich  honor  and  a  proper 
regard  for  the  interests  ot  the  Confederacy  would  permit  has  been  done 
to  secure  the  release  of  his  son. 

Kespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULB, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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[September  30,  1863.— For  General  Orders,  ISTo.  173,  District  of 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  relating-  to  disposition  of  prisoners 
paroled  at  Vicksburg  and  elsewhere,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI,  Part  II, 
p.  276.] 


Hbadquartees  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1863. 
Hon.  Horace  Binnby,  Philadelphia: 

.My  Dear  Sir:  Pardon  me  for  trespassing  upon  your  time,  and  if 
not  asking  too  miicli  I  will  call  your  attention  to  paragraph  104,  p.  18, 
of  the  accompanying  (ieneral  Orders.  Xo.  100.*  One  of  our  officers  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels  some  nine  months  ago  has  just  been  tried  and  exe- 
cuted as  a  spy.t  He  eutere<l  the  rebel  lines  in  disguise  as  a  spy  about 
February,  1S(J2,  and  escaped  some  time  in  March  and  returned  to  his 
duty.  About  January  last  he  was  captured  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
has  been  executed  as  a  spy  withia  the  last  few  days.  If  the  doctrine 
laid  down  in  paragraph  104  is  correct,  his  execution  is  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  war  anil  retaliation  must  be  resorted  to.  It  is  suggested  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  I  should  ask  your  opinion  as  the  very 
highest  authority  on  this  question. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


War  Department,   Washington,  October  1,  1S63. 
Brigadier  General  Mason,  Cohimbus,  Ohio: 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston,  a  rebel  prisoner,  one  of  ^Morgan's  officers, 
lately  in  Camp  Chase,  made  his  appearance  at  Baltimore,  pretending 
to  have  been  released  on  parole  by  Major-General  Hitchcock  at  the 
request  of  General  IJurnside.  No  such  parole  has  been  authorized  by 
General  Hitchcock  <ir  by  this  Department.  Please  explain  immediately 
how  this  prisoner  happens  to  be  at  large.  Release  no  one  in  future 
without  direct  order  from  this  Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  ComsiissaryGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1863. 
Surg.  A.  31.  Clark, 

Asst.  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
hospitals  at  tiie  folio wing-nauied  places  occupied  by  Federal  paroled 
prisoners  or  liy  prisoners  of  war  belonging  to  the  rebel  army,  viz: 
Pittsburg;  depot  near  Sandusky;  Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Cincinnati;  Louisville:  (amp  Morton,  near  Indianapolis:  Camp  Doug- 
las, at  Chicago:  (amp  Butler,  near  Springfield,  111.;  Saint  Louis  and 
Benton  Barracks,  near  Saint  Louis.  Make  a  close  examination  into 
the  administration  of  the  att'airs  of  these  hospitals  in  every  part,  and  in 
those  appropriated  to  rebel  prisoners  of  war  you  will  ascertain  how  far 
the  regulations,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed, f  are  carried  out; 

*  See  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  G71. 

tSppiirer  KpIIoj;};. 

tSee  \ul.  r»  ,  tills  series,  p.  152. 
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what  articles  are  purchased  for  the  sick;  how  the  property  is  accounted 
for,  &c.  Report  particularly  on  the  personal  condition  of  the  sick, 
whether  cleanly  in  their  persons,  bedding,  clothing,  &c.  In  making 
your  report  be  governed  by  the  forms  used  in  the  medical  department 
as  far  as  they  are  applicable.  Forward  your  reports  by  mail  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  made  up,  and  having  accomplished  the  inspection,  report 
in  person  at  this  otfice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

N'ear  Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  1,  1S6.3. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
There  is  a  bad  spirit  among  the  prisoners.  They  have  the  idea  that 
it  would  be  a  great  thing  for  the  Confederacy  for  them  to  escape,  and 
tbey  are  talking  about  it  being  their  duty  to  make  the  attempt,  as  they 
are  superior  in  numbers  to  so  great  extent;  that  as  all  the  Confederate 
ofiBcers  are  collected  here,  if  they  could  get  off  to  Canada  their  Govern- 
ment would  be  much  relieved  on  the  exchange  of  our  officers  who  com- 
manded colored  troops.  Such  things  are  reported  to  me  by  those  who 
overhear.  I  have  little  doubt  it  will  be  only  a  question  of  time  for  them 
to  make  a  revolt.  If  the  numbers  will  continue  as  large,  or  larger,  the 
force  here  should  be  immediately  increased  at  least  two  companies,  in 
my  judgment.  It  would  also  add  much  to  our  security  if  the  LT.  3. 
steamer  Michigan  lay  off  here.  I  do  not  know  how  much  it  would 
interfere  with  the  other  purposes  of  the  Government  to  have  her 
ordered  here,  but  she  could  certainly  render  a  very  important  service. 
I  need  not  say  a  word  as  to  the  importanceof  my  charge  at  the  present 
time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIBRSON, 
Lit'utenaHt-Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  October  l,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  accompanying  discourteous  letter*  from  the 
Federal  agent,  which  I  will  take  occasion  to  answer  in  a  few  days  in 
what  I  trust  will  be  fitting  terms.  In  the  meantime  pardon  me  for  a 
few  suggestions. 

General  Meredith's  letter  is  tilled  with  falsehoods.  I  cannot  speak 
positively  as  to  his  first  item  of  1,208  officers  and  14.8(15  men,  who  he 
says  are  discharged  by  my  declaration  of  exchange.  The  lists  I  have 
received  from  Vicksburg  are  too  imperfect  to  be  fully  relied  upon. 
General  Meredith's  computation  as  to  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  may 
therefore  be  true,  though  I  doubt  it. 

The  second  item  of  72  otiicers  and  8,014  men  who  he  says  were  deliv- 
ered at  City  Point  is  grossly  false.  All  the  officers  referred  to  were 
especially  exchanged  at  the  time  of  delivery,  and  therefore  there  is  no 

■  See  Meredith  to  OuUl,  S./ptember  24,  p.  315. 
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charge  against  us  as  to  them.  The  nnmber  of  privates  delivered  was 
5,881  instead  of  S,014.  In  paroles  General  Meredith  gives  me  credit 
for  only  19,409  men.  From  the  time  of  the  last  declaration  of  exchange 
to  September  1 1  have  delivered  at  City  Point  alone  18,610  men,  all  of 
whom  are  on  parole.  I  have  other  paroles  amounting  to  at  least  16,000. 
So  that  instead  of  being  entitled  to  a  credit  of  only  19,409, 1  have  due  to 
me  34,610.  Allowing,  therefore,  that  Meredith's  Vicksburg  computation 
is  correct,  he  would  owe  me  upon  the  notice  which  he  has  published 
7,500  instead  of  my  owing  him  10,024  as  he  claims. 

Meredith,  not  content  with  the  falsehoods  already  referred  to,  utters 
several  others. 

First.  He  says  I  did  not  give  him  notice  of  the  sixth  section  of  my 
exchange  notice,  which  declared  all  persons  delivered  at  City  Point 
before  July  25,  1863,  exchanged.  On  the  1st  day  of  August,  1863,  I 
gave  him  notice  that  I  had  declared  such  an  exchange  and  he  took  no 
exception  to  it. 

Second.  He  says  I.  furnished  him  with  no  lists.  This  is  also  false  as 
to  the  deliveries  at  City  Point:  as  to  the  Vicksburg  lists  they  were 
already  in  his  possession  and  not  in  mine. 

Third.  The  statement  about  my  agreement  with  Colonel  Ludlow  is 
false,  and  Meredith  was  so  informed  by  me  ou  1st  of  August,  1863.  I 
saw  a  similar  statement  in  the  Army  and  Xavy  Gazette  and  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  Meredith  that  the  statement  was  untrue. 

You  are  aware  that  on  the  23d  of  August  last  I  proposed  to  the  Fed- 
eral agent  to  arrange  all  our  disputes  about  paroles  on  the  principles 
of  the  general  orders  issued  at  Washington,  or  to  adhere  to  our  former 
practice.  Jfeither  one  of  these  propositions  has  been  accepted.  I  can 
neither  get  an  acceptance  nor  refusal,  though  I  have  frequently  pressed 
for  one  or  the  other.  In  view  of  that  fact  I  published  the  declaration 
of  exchange  of  September  12,  1863.  Yon  see  what  action  has  been 
taken  upon  that  by  the  Federal  authorities.  I  am  entirely  willing,  if 
it  meets  with  your  approbation,  to  make  a  declaration  corresponding 
with  that  of  the  Federal  agent,  excliaiiging  all  Confederate  officers  and 
men  who  were  captured  and  paroletl  at  any  time  previous  to  the  1st 
of  September,  1863.  I  believe  I  would  be  justified  before  God  and  man 
in  such  a  proceeding.  Whilst  the  paroles  held  by  them  exceed  ours  to 
a  considerable  extent,  their  conduct  has  been  so  nefarious,  their  refusal 
to  adjust  the  paroles  on  buth  sides  so  persistent,  and  their  recent  decla- 
ration so  riagrantly  outrageous  that  I  believe  1  would  be  authorized  to 
publish  a  declaration  of  exchange  of  all  officers  and  men  captured  and 
paroled  at  any  time  before  September  1,  1863.  Such  a  declaration 
would  not  necessarily  prevent  a  future  adjustment  of  paroles.  Perhaps 
it  would  facilitate  it.  When  our  indebtedness  was  ascertained  it  would 
establish  a  debt  which  we  would  honor.  The  Federals  themselves 
have  on  more  than  one  occasion,  with  no  provocation,  made  an  overdraw. 
If  I  made  such  a  declaration  I  would  accompany  it  with  an  expression 
of  wdlinguess  to  account  for  any  deficiency  in  the  number  of  paroles 
held  by  us  when  that  deficiency  was  fairly  and  properly  established. 
It  might  well  be  accompanied  with  a  regret  that  their  course  had  been 
such  as  to  force  tlie  proceeding  upon  us.  If  this  reconsideration  does 
not  meet  your  favor  I  propose  at  least  that  the  parties  captured  at  Port 
Hudson  be  immediately  released  from  the  obligation  of  their  parole. 
The  enemy  has  already  discharged  their  own  officers  and  men  paroled 
at  Gettysburg.  They  did  it  nearly  two  months  ago.  I  do  not  think 
the  Federal  authorities  recoginze  the  Port  Hudson  paroles  as  valid.  I 
have  seen  and  heard  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  they  do  not  so  regard 
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them.     Perhaps  this  discharge  had  better  be  made  in  general  orders 
with  the  proper  averments.     If  yon  think  it  can  better  be  done  by  me 
as  agent  of  exchange,  I  am  prepared  to  do  it. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchan.je. 

ChickamauCtA,  October  1,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Unable  to  care  properly  for  the  enemy's  wounded,  I  have,  by  special 
agreement,  paroled  and  delivered  to  him  all  tit  for  transportation. 
Medical  officers,  except  four  exchanged  tor  that  number  of  our  own, 
will  be  sent  to  Atlanta,  as  I  learu  ours  are  held  in  the  East.  We  have 
about  fifty. 

B.  BRAGG, 
General,  Commanding. 


PIeadquarters,  Cnlnmhu^    Ohio.  Ortohir  ;',  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Colonel  Alston,  a  rebel  prisoner,  was  released  from  Camp  Chase  and 
sent  to  Baltimore  en  route  for  Fortress  Mimroe  on  the  following  order 
from  General  Burnside  by  telegraph  from  Knoxville: 

September  27,  1863. 
Brig.  I'leii.  .1.  S.  Mason: 

The  following  letter  has  just  been  received  and  you  will  immediately  cany  out 
the  iustructiona  contained  therein  ; 

■'  Washixgto.v,  D.  C,  Aaqust. 
"  Major-General  BrRNSlDE,  Commandinq  Army  of  tJif  Ohio: 

"Sir:  Vonr  communication  of  the  22d  instant,  addres.sed  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
setting  forth  the  case  of  Lient.  Col.  R.  A.  Alston,  chief  of  staff  to  the  rebel  General 
John  Morgan,  has  been  handed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  with  instructions  to  signify 
bis  jnst  appreciation  of  the  honorable  conduct  of  Colonel  Alston.  His  parole  will 
lie  respected  and  he  will  be  -Jenr  to  Fort  Monroe  to  report  to  General  Meredith,  the 
commanding  orticer.  General  Meredith  will  be  directed  to  include  him  among  the 
first  exchanges  made. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

••E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
"  ilajor-General  of  VolHiiteers  and  Commissioner  for   Exchanije  ol'  Prisoners." 

.Show  this  to  Colonel  Alston  and  report  your  action  to  the  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

iIiijor-i:eneral. 

The  Governor  and  myself  are  much  gratified  with  your  order  rela- 
tive to  the  release  of  pri.soners,  as  it  settles  all  (|uestions  on  the  subject. 

.Tt)HN  S.  MASON, 
Brifiadier- General  of  Volunteers;. 


HEADi;irAKTERS    DrPARTMENT    of   THE   CUMBERLAND, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  i',  1363. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington: 
<  General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  for  the  information 
and  acticin  of  the   Depai  tiiient,  a  copy  of  the  parole  that  has  been 
administered  l,)y  the  rebel  autliorities  to  the  surgeoiiS  and  assistant 
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surgeons  of  this  army  lately  captured  at  tbe  battle  of  Chickamauga. 
From  the  reports  of  four  of  our  medical  otEcers  exchanged  yesterday, 
those  yet  remaining  in  their  hands  will,  as  soon  as  their  services  to  the 
wounded  can  be  dispensed  with,  be  confined  and  held  as  prisoners  of 
war.  The  rebel  officers,  assigning  as  the  cause,  state  that  seventy-two 
of  their  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  captured  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg in  the  legitimate  discharge  of  their  duties  are  now  held  by  the 
United  States  Government  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  the  cartel  has 
in  this  been  violated  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  They  further 
state  that  they  shall  retain  all  U.  S.  medical  ofdcers  captured,  whether 
or  not  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  such,  until  the  United  States 
Government  releases  their  medical  officers  captured  at  Gettysburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRAXS, 
Major- General  of  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Department. 


Copy  of  parole  administered  to  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Tenn.,  September, 
1863. 

I, ,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 
amauga September,  1863,  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  not  bear  arms 
against  or  give  any  information  detrimental  to  the  Government  of  the 
Confederate  States,  nor  in  any  manner  assist  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment in  any  service  whatever  until  exchanged  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  as  I  am  only  paroled  to  attend  to  the  sick  and  wounded  prisoners 
from  the  U.  S.  Army,  as  soon  as  I  am  relieved  from  that  duty  I  will 
report  to  the  commandant  of  the  post  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  this  to  cease  and 
be  void  when  the  cartel  of  exchange  is  fully  observed  toward  such  sur- 
geons and  assistant  surgeons  as  have  been  captured  in  the  legitimate 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  Crawfish  Springs,  September  26, 
1863. 

ALEX.  :\rcKIIs"STRY, 
Colonel  and   Provost- Marshal- General  Army  of  Tennessee. 


War  Department,  Washington,  October  2,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler,  Commanding  at  Baltimore : 

The  parole  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston  is  satisfactorily  explained. 
It  was  by  order  of  General  Burnside,  of  which  notice  had  not  been 
given  to  the  commissioner  of  exchange  nor  to  the  Department.  You 
will  release  him  and  allow  him  to  proceed  to  Fortress  Monroe  in  accord- 
ance with  tiie  terms  of  his  jiaiole,  explaining  to  him  the  cause  of  his 
detention.  The  hduorable  conduct  of  Colonel  Alston  on  a  former 
occasion  induced  the  indulgence  of  parole  to  him  as  an  excepted  case. 

EDWIX  M.  STA]N'TOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WAtiniNGTON,  D.  C,  October  2,  1S63. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith: 

Sir:  Colonel  Hoffman  invs  just  shown  me  another  "declaration  of 
exchange,"  made  by  Mr.  Quid,  in  which  you  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
consulted. 
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This  mode  of  ex  parte  declarationa  is  altogether  inexnlicable  hein<r 
without  warrant  from  any  recognized  authority,  S  inav  lead  f^ 
unpleasant  consequences  to  the  parties  declared  thus  exchanwH  if 
again  taken  prisoners,  the  nature  of  which  cannot  now  be  determinpri 

On  the  subject  of  the  crew  of  the  Texana,  please  see  the  indorsement 
upon  your  last  report  on  the  subject,  forwarded  by  mail  tod'iv 

In  your  conferences  with  Mr.  Ould  on  the  subject  you  can  explain 
that  his  propositions  are  not  rejected  contumaciously,  but  simnlv 
because  there  are  complications  in  the  matter  which  make  it  inexpedi 
ent  to  make  a  general  declaration— one  circumstance  being  that  ainonff 
the  prisoners  in  our  hands  a  considerable  number  seem  to  dread 
nothing  so  much  as  being  sent  South.  In  many  instances  they  declare 
a  Northern  prison  their  choice  in  preference  to  being  exchanged 

On  this  account  I  wish  you  to  obtain  from  Mr.  Ould,  if  you' can  a 
margin,  so  that  we  can,  if  we  have  them,  make  up  the  required  number 
without  taking  active  crews. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  proposal  for  an  exchange  of  medical  officers  and 
hospital  attendants  will  lead  to  good  results  and  that  chaplains  will 
also  be  exchanged. 

^  Mr.  Ould's  statement  of  the  case  of  Spencer  Kelloffg,  takin^-  the 
tacts  to  be  as  he  states  them,  would  appear  to  be  satisfactory,  thouo-h 
extremely  painful,  except  that  so  far  as  his  having  been  a  spv  before 
he  was  captured  is  not  regarded  as  au  otfense  to  be  punished  after 
being  captured.  ^ 

This  principle  is  so  laid  down  in  the  "code"  we  published  a  few  months 
since  But  it  Kellogg  was  a  deserter,  his  tate  followed  the  offense  of 
desertion. 

I  wish  it  were  possible  to  obtain  the  release  of  Doctor  Rucker  The 
behet  is  universal  on  this  side  that  he  is  not  legitimately  held  Make 
another  trial  m  his  behalf  and  that  of  Doctor  Green  whose  fate  is 
bound  up  with  that  of  Doctor  Eucker. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.r  ■   n  •  ,^  ,  ^-  ''^-  HITCHCOCK, 

Maj.  hen.  of  1  i,U.  (iml  Commis.sioner  for  ExchaiKje  of  Prisoners. 
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Richmond,  October  i,  lSb'3. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  most  cordially  concur  with  you  in  your  proposal  to  discharge 
mutually  all  chaplains  held  as  prisoners  bv  either  side.     I  will  send  all 
we  have  by  the  next  tiag-of  truce  boat. 
Please  have  those  in  your  custody  forwarded  at  the  same  time 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Confederate  States  of  A.aierica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Octoljer  :.',  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith.  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Tour  proposition  of  theSoth  ultimo,  to  wit:  '-That  all  persons  of 
the  medical  departments,  distinctly  known  as  such,  held  as  prisoners  on 
either  side,  shall  be  discharged,  irrespective  of  numbers,"  is  substan- 
tially a  proposition  that  the  Confederate  authorities  shall  deliver  to 
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you  Dr.  William  P.  Rucker,  who  is  now  in  custody  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia for  crimes  committed  before  he  had  any  connection  with  the  Fed- 
eral Army.  If  it  does  not  mean  that  I  will  agree  to  it  most  cheerfully. 
If  it  does,  I  cannot. 

Your  alternative  proposition  that  "  all  shall  be  discharged,  except  one 
or  more  designated  persons,  for  whom  equivalents  may  be  retained  by  the 
opposite  party,"'  is  the  old  demand  that  we  should  consent  to  the  reten- 
tion of  Doctor  (rreen  or  some  other  surgeon  in  retaliation  for  Dr.  Wil- 
liam P.  Eucker.  To  that  I  cannot  agree.  We  are  either  right  or  wrong 
in  the  retention  of  Eucker.  If  right,  you  ought  not  to  hold  an  equiva- 
lent. If  wrong,  Eucker  should  be  delivered  up.  In  no  aspect  of  the 
case  should  Doctor  Green  or  any  other  equivalent  be  retained. 

In  my  communication  to  you  of  August  16  last  I  went  fully  into  the 
case  of  Doctor  Eucker.  Cau  a  single  statement  therein  contained  be 
successfully  controverted?  If  not,  upon  what  grounds  canyon  deny 
our  right  to  hold  and  try  him?  I  will  really  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  show  wherein  I  am  wrong  in  any  of  the  positions  assumed  in  my 
communication  of  the  30th  of  August. 

When  you  deny  our  right  to  hold  Doctor  Rucker,  or  contend  for  your 
right  to  detain  a  hostage  for  him,  am  I  to  understand  you  as  contend- 
ing that  no  officer  on  either  side  is  to  be  held  on  charges  preferred 
against  him  ? 

If  you  have  any  surgeon  in  confinement  under  charges  let  him  be 
retained  and  tried  under  them.  I  will  not  complain,  especially  if  they 
are  preferred  by  a  grand  jury,  as  is  the  case  with  Doctor  Rucker.  I, 
however,  can  never  agree  that  any  surgeon  shall  be  held  as  an  equiva- 
lent or  hostage  for  Doctor  Eucker.  Some  doubt  has  been  expressed 
as  to  whether  Eucker  was  ever  a  surgeon  regularly  in  your  service. 
How  is  it  as  to  that? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  -Exchange. 

EicHMOND,  October  3,1363. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

SiK:  As  yon  did  not  have  the  oi)portunity  to  explain  to  me  at  City 
Point  how  '-the  U.  S.  authorities  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  treatment 
that  General  Morgan  and  his  command  received  when  imprisoned  at 
Columbus,"  will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  do  it  now?  I  thought  Morgan  and 
his  command  were  prisoners  of  war,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  forces,  and 
therefore  in  their  custody.  You  and  I  have  talked  twice  about  General 
Morgan,  and  no  hint  was  thrown  out  that  he  was  not  a  prisoner  of  the 
United  States.  So  far  from  that,  on  the  30th  of  July  last  you  informed 
me  by  letter  that  '-General  Johu  H.  Morgan  and  his  officers  will  be 
placed  in  close  confinement  and  held  as  hostages  for  the  members  of 
Colonel  Streighfs  command."  Will  you  please  explain  to  me  what  you 
meant  by  this  notice  of  the  .'lOth  of  .July  if  the  ■•  IJ.  S.  authorities  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  treatment  that  General  Morgan  and  his  com- 
niund  received." 

Xay,  more,  will  you  enlighten  me  as  to  the  point  why  the  U.  S.  au- 
thorities have  allowed  their  prisoners  and  '"hostages"  to  receive  such 
"unauthorized  treatment"  for  two  months?  I  hope  the  reason  is  not  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  can  only  be  communicated,  in  a  whisper.  Let  me 
have  it  on  paper. 

Eesxjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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EiCHMOND,  October  2, 1863. 
Briff.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

SiK :  I  am  very  glad  that  Lieutenants  Baker.  Pumpbrey,  Crntcher, 
and  Thorpe  have  at  last  been  released.  There  are  many  other  officers 
yet  behfnd  precisely  in  their  situation.  I  have  frequently  giveu  a  list 
of  them  to  your  predecessor.  I  will  furnish  you  one  if  you  desire  it. 
You  say  the  above  named  have  been  detained  by  some  •'unaccounta- 
ble mistake."  Each  of  their  names,  with  the  places  of  confinement, 
has  been  more  than  once  presented  to  the  Federal  agent.  Lieutenant 
Baker  was  at  Fortress  Monroe,  the  headquarters  of  the  agent  of 
exchange,  for  months.     It  is  indeed  '■  unaccountable." 

I  will  make  inquiry  as  to  John  W.  Wolsey.  Brengle  did  not  belong 
to  the  Sanitary  Commission.  He  was  arrested  upon  his  return  from  a 
difficult  and  hazardous  military  enterprise  for  which  he  was  especially 
employed  and  paid.  If  you  can  bring  him  within  the  rule  established 
as  to  members  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  I  will  release  him.  Charles 
W.  Webster  is  at  Castle  Thunder.  He  is  a  citizen  abiding  in  captiv- 
ity until  you  release  the  non-combatants  arrested  on  our  soil  and 
carried  off  to  your  prisons. 

1  will  make  inquiry  into  the  case  of  Henry  D.  Barnett. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  October  2,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo,  declaring  that  ••  all 
officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  Army  captured  and  paroled  at  any  time 
previous  to  the  1st  of  September,  186.3,  are  duly  exchanged,"  has  been 
received. 

You  are  aware  that  when  I  met  you  on  the  24th  of  August  last  at 
City  Point  I  made  to  you  the  following  proposal,  to  wit: 

I  propose  that  all  paroles  on  both  aides  heretofore  given  shall  be  determined  by 
the  jjeueral  orders  issued  by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States,  to  wit,  No. 
49.  No.  IdO.  and  No.  207,  of  this  year,  arcording  to  their  respective  dates,  and  lu 
conformity  with  parai^raph  131  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  so  long  as  said  paragraph 
was  in  force.  If  this  proposition  is  not  acceptable  I  propose  that  the  practice  hereto- 
fore ado]ited  respecting  paroles  and  exchanges  be  continued.  In  other  words,  I  pro- 
pose that  the  whole  rjue-Mtion  of  paroles  be  determined  by  the  general  orders  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  dates,  or  that  it  be  decided  by  former  practice. 

You  have  neither  accepted  nor  declined  either  branch  of  that  pro- 
posal, although  I  have,  both  in  personal  interview  and  by  letter, 
solicited  you  to  do  one  or  the  other.  On  the  same  day  you  submitted 
to  me  your  proposition,  which,  unlike  mine,  was  prepared  beforehand, 
and  which  is  as  follows : 

I  propose,  on  behalf  of  the  i  Government  of  the  Uuite<l  States,  that  all  paroles  given 
liy  officers  and  men  lietween  the  23(1  of  M;iy,  1863,  and  the  3d  day  of  .Inly,  l.S(33.  not 
iti  rouformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel  shall  be  regarded  as  null  and  void. 
X  declaration  to  this  etiect  to  be  pulilished  in  both  armies. 

That  proposition  I  immediately  declined.  I  then  and  there  gave 
you  my  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  I  informed  you  that  the  Con- 
federate authorities  had  never  at  any  time,  and  did  not  then,  ask  that 
paroles  -'not  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel"  should 
be  regarded  as  valid.  I  turther  told  you  that  an  agreement  to  regard 
"as  null  and  void"  paroles  between  certain  dates,  which  were  "  not  in 
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conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel,"  was  an  implication  that 
paroles  liable  to  the  same  objection  before  the  first-named  date  and 
after  the  last  should  be  regarded  as  valid,  and  was  therefore  necessarily 
vicious  on  its  very  face.  I  also  told  you  that  another  reason  for  declin- 
ing your  proposition  was  the  one  which  caused  you  to  make  it,  to  wit, 
that  the  paroles  which  had  been  given  to  us  were  between  the  dates 
embraced  in  your  proposition,  wliile  those  given  to  you  were  before  and 
after.  When  I  made  the  objection  to  your  proposal  that  it  intimated 
that  paroles  ''not  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel," 
before  the  23d  of  May  and  after  the  3d  of  July  of  this  year,  were  to  be 
regarded  as  valid,  1  asked  you  to  state  in  writing  that  no  such  intima- 
tion was  conveyed.  This  you  declined  to  do,  saying  somewhat  brusquely 
that  you  did  not  wish  to  have  any  discussion  about  the  matter.  Upon 
my  pressing  the  subject,  however,  you  put  a  memorandum  at  the  foot 
of  the  proposition  saying  that  the  proposal  was  in  reply  to  my  letter 
of  August  5,  1863,  and  in  lieu  of  the  proposition  therein  made  by  me. 
You  would  not,  did  not,  disclaim  the  implication  which  your  proposi- 
tion contained,  nor  have  you  done  so  since.  My  letter  of  the  ^th  of 
August  only  demanded,  in  compliance  with  your  own  General  Orders, 
ZSTo,  100,  that  if  you  rejected  the  paroles  the  parties  should  be  delivered 
to  us.  You  informed  me  that  you  would  transmit  my  proposition  to 
Washington  and  give  me  a  speedy  answer  in  person  or  by  letter. 

On  the  7th  of  September  I  complained  that  no  reply  had  been  returned, 
although  two  weeks  had  elapsed  and  two  boats  had  been  dispatched  to 
City  Point  since  the  date  of  our  interview.  At  the  same  time  1  informed 
you  that  the  Confederate  authorities  would  consider  themselves  entirely 
at  liberty  to  pursue  any  course  with  reference  to  my  proposition  which 
they  might  deem  right  and  proper  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

Accordingly,  on  the  11th  of  September,  in  piu'snance  of  this  plain 
intimation,  I  uotilied  you  that  on  the  following  day  (that  being  the  time 
when  the  notice  would  reach  you)  I  would  declare  exchanged  a  portion 
of  the  Vicksburg  captures.  I  gave  you  the  divisions,  brigades,  regi- 
ments, and  batteries.  I  also  informed  you  that  I  had  in  my  possession 
more  valid  paroles  of  your  officers  and  men  than  would  be  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  exchange  I  then  declared ;  that,  in  addition,  I  had  deliv- 
ered at  City  Point  some  10,000  or  12,000  men  since  the  last  declara- 
tion of  exchange;  that  as  it  had  been  the  practice,  however,  of  the 
agents  of  exchange  whenever  one  of  them  declared  a  special  exchange 
to  allow  the  other  to  select  the  equivalents,  I  gave  you  that  privilege, 
and  if  you  did  not  avail  yourself  of  it  1  would  name  the  Federal  officers 
and  men  who  were  discharged  from  their  parole  by  reasons  of  the  dec- 
laration of  exchange  then  made.  This  notification  to  you  was  not  only 
in  accordance  with  former  practice,  but  was  sanctioned,  if  not  demanded, 
by  the  tttth  article  of  the  cartel,  which,  after  providing  for  the  manner 
in  which  "each  party"  may  di.-^chargc  -tlieir''  officers  and  men  from 
parole,  says,  ••thus  enabling  each  party  to  relieve  from  parole  such  of 
their  own  officers  and  men  as  the  party  may  choose."'  1  have  said  this 
course  was  in  accordance  with  tbiiner  iiractice.  and  for  proof  refer  you 
to  the  letters  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ladlow.  former  agent  of  exchange, 
of  the  following  dates  of  tiiis  year,  to  wit:  April  6,  8,  13,  19,  and  27; 
May  12, 20,  and  30;  -luue  5,  It,  ami  13,  wherein  he  declared  the  exchange 
of  Federal  ofticers  and  men.  In  one  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow's 
communications  of  May  30.  ISd.'..  he  says: 

I  have  ilei-Iared  exchanged  the  \h>V,v  ^imih^-i  rapture:  the  \inety-tirst  Regiment 
lUinoia  Volunteera,  captured  ,it  Eh.  a^i^  tlitMwn,    Ky.,   December  -~,   1862,  and  the 
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captures  at  Mount  Sterling  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  March,  1863;  also  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  ludianola.  The  exact  numbers  I  have  not  on  hand,  but  they  foot  up  some 
hundreds  less  than  the  balance  due.  I  will  furnish  you  with  the  exact  numbers  as 
soon  as  received. 

The  same  boat  that  conveyed  that  communication  brought  another, 
written  subsequently,  but  dated  the  same  day,  as  follows: 

I  have  declared  exchanged  the  Fil'ty-tirst  Rei;imeut  Indiana  Volunteers,  Seventy- 
third  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers.  These 
uumber  each  less  than  300  men.  and  compose  a  part  of  Streight's  brigade.  I  will  add 
to  the  above  declaration  the  Eightieth  Regiment  Illiuoi-  Volunteers  and  fifty-eight 
men  of  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

The  enli.'^ted  men  alone  de.signated  in  either  one  of  the  communica- 
tions exceeded  the  "balance''  due  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ludlow.  The 
excess  in  both  communications  was  i.',-9(),  without  taking  into  account 
"the  captures  at  Mount  Sterling  on  the  2'2d  and  23d  of  March,  1863." 

You  will  observe  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ludlow  in  these  two  com- 
uuin.'atious  did  not  furnish  me  with  -any  list,  or  even  give  me  the 
number  of  men,  by  which  1  could  declare  equivalents,  nor  did  he  give 
me  any  time  to  prepare  my  announcement."  i  (juote  from  your  letter 
of  the  -!4th  of  September  to  me.  Xot  only  was  that  the  case,  but  he 
made  a  wholesale  exchange  of  the  Mount  Sterling  capture  by  a  simple 
reference  to  it  as  being  made  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  March,  LS63,  with- 
out any  designation  of  corps,  division,  brigade,  regiment,  or  company. 
Further  than  that  1  have  never  to  this  day  been  furnished  with  a  list 
of  those  captured  at  Mount  Sterling,  or  even  with  the  aggregate  uum- 
ber. 

Such,  then,  were  the  circumstances  and  such  the  precedents  under 
which  I  declared  the  exchanges  of  September  12,  1S63.  1  have  pur- 
jiosely  gone  into  minute  and  faithful  detail  m  consequence  of  the  extraor- 
dinary character  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  September.  You  state 
that  you  consider  my  course  to  be  a  deliberate  breach  of  good  faith  on 
tlie  part  of  the  authorities  under  whom  I  act.  In  a  bungling  sort  of 
way  you  have  usetl  language  which  casts  an  offensive  aspersion  both 
upon  myself  and  the  Government  1  represent.  If  there  had  not  been 
subjects  of  very  grave  import  to  both  people  referred  to  in  other  por- 
tions of  your  communication  1  would  have  treated  it  with  the  silent 
contempt  it  deserved  and  returned  it  to  you  without  comment.  For 
the  first  time  in  the  correspondence  of  the  agents  of  exchange  has  any 
such  discourtesy  occurred.  1  regret  it  very  much.  Heretofore  I  have 
had  occasion  to  complain  of  the  action  of  your  Government,  but  it  has 
always  been  done  with  decorum.  1  have  never  written  a  word  person- 
ally offensive  to  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange  or  insulted  his  Govern- 
ment with  a  charge  of  "deliberate  breach  of  good  faith.""  It  is  a 
matter  of  very  little  moment  to  me  what  may  l)e  your  opinion  of  ■■  my 
course."  There  are  some  people  connected  with  this  war  who,  either 
from  ignorance  or  passion,  seem  to  have  no  clear  ideas  on  any  subject. 
The  opinion  of  such,  even  if  uttered  in  tiie  language  of  courtesy,  is  but 
of  little  avail,  but  if  expressed  witli  intemperance  only  "exalts  their 
folly."'  There  has  been  no  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  ''deliberate''  or  otherwise.  You  were  importuned  to 
agree  to  some  fair  princi[ile  by  which  paroles  could  be  adjusted  and 
computed.  After  patient  waiting,  alter  failure  ou  your  part  to  respond 
affirmatively  or  negatively,  the  Confederate  Government,  through  its 
agent  of  exchange,  did  what  was  dennuuled  by  courtesy  and  justified 
both  by  former  practice  and  the  provisions  of  the  cartel. 

I  now  proceed  to  notice  the  misstatements  of  your  letter.  I  will  not 
call  them  "deliberate,""  although  you  had  the  means  of  correcting  them 
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at  your  hands,  for  such  phraseology,  so  open  to  the  imputation  of  dis- 
courtesy and  coarseness,  finds  in  such  communications  as  the  present 
only  the  precedent  of  your  example. 

First.  Your  computation  of  paroles  is  incorrect  on  both  sides.  As 
to  your  item  of  1,208  officers  and  14,865  men,  embraced  by  the  first  five 
sections  of  my  exchange  notice.  I  have  no  exception  to  make.  Some  of 
our  Vicksburg  rolls  were  lost  and  I  have  not  the  means  of  making  an 
accurate  computation  as  to  them.  Your  second  item,  however,  of  72 
olHcers  and  8,014  men,  embracing  the  sixth  section  of  my  exchange 
notice,  is  incorrect.  In  the  first  place,  all  the  officers  on  both  sides  who 
have  been  delivered  at  City  Point  are  exchanged.  They  were  specially 
exchanged.  Major  Mulford  knows  that  fact.  All  Confederate  soldiers 
who  were  delivered  at  City  Point  up  to  May  23,  1S(J3,  including  said 
date,  were  declared  exchanged  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  while 
the  Federal  troops  were  only  exchanged  up  to  May  »>,  1863.  The  num- 
ber of  Confederate  soldiers  reduced  to  privates  delivered  at  City  Point 
from  May  23  to  July  25  (the  date  named  in  my  notice)  is  5,881,  instead 
of  8,014.  The  rolls  show  this  very  clearly.  Of  the  Federal  troops  on 
parole  you  say  there  are  76  officers  and  19,083  men.  If  these  officers 
are  those  delivered  at  City  Point  yoa  make  an  error  against  yourself. 
Tliey  have  been  exchanged.  From  the  6th  of  May,  1863  (the  time  of 
the  last  exchange  of  Federal  troojis),  to  the  1st  of  September,  1863  (the 
time  named  in  your  notice),  I  have  delivered  at  City  Point  alone,  in 
privates,  18,610.  All  of  these  are  on  parole.  I  have  other  valid  paroles 
in  my  possession  amounting  to  at  least  16,000  more.  Allowing,  there- 
fore, that  your  Vicksburg  computation  is  correct,  you  owe  me  upon  the 
last  notice  which  you  have  published  more  than  7,000,  instead  of  my 
owing  you  10,024,  as  you  claim.  Many  of  the  16,000  paroles  to  which  I 
have  referred  have  been  acknowledged  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow 
in  his  correspondence.  So  much  as  to  your  computation  and  your 
exchange  notice  based  upon  it. 

Second.  You  say  1  failed  to  announce  to  you  "the  sixth  section  of 
my  exchange  notice,  as  published  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  10th 
instant,  which  covers  72  officers  and  8,014  enlisted  men."  This  is  not 
so.  On  the  1st  of  August  last  I  informed  you  in  writing  that  I  had 
declared  exchanged  all  Confederate  soldiers  who  had  been  delivered  at 
City  Point  up  to  July  20,  1863.  Xo  deliveries  were  made  at  City 
Point  between  July  20  and  July  25,  and  therefore  one  announcement 
was  the  same  as  the  other.  1  did  not  inform  you  of  the  exchange  of 
the  City  Point  men  in  my  letter  of  the  Uth  of  September  because  I 
had  already  notified  you  on  the  1st  of  August. 

Third.  You  say  I  did  not  furnish  you  with  any  list,  or  even  give  the 
number  of  men,  by  which  you  could  declare  equivalents,  nor  did  I  give 
you  any  time  to  prepare  your  announcement.  You  were  furnished, 
with  the  lists  of  all  paroled  men  delivered  at  City  Point,  numbering, 
up  to  September  1,  18,610  men.  As  to  other  paroles  held  by  me,  you 
failed  to  accept  or  decline  the  terms  upon  which  they  were  to  be  com- 
puted and  adjn.sted  and  therefore  it  was  useless  to  send  them.  You 
had,  or  ought  to  have  had,  duplicates  of  many  of  tliem  in  your  posses- 
sion. If  there  was  any  i)articular  capture  on  parole,  or  any  special 
class  of  paroleil  men  whom  you  wished  to  declare  exchanged,  you  had 
oniy  to  announce  that  fact  and  the  lists  would  be  furnished  if  I  had 
them  and  yon  hud  not.  With  what  propriety  could  I  send  you  lists 
wliich  I  believed  to  l)e  in  accordance  with  the  cartel,  but  which  you 
intimated  you  woukl  decline  to  acknowledge  ?  Moreover,  according  to 
my  interpretation  of  the  cartel,  that  instrument  very  clearly  gives  the 
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right  to  you  to  select  what  Federal  officers  and  men  shall  be  relieved 
from  their  parole  whenever  I  discharge  our  officers  and  men  from  their 
parole.  I  claim  the  same  right  when  you  declare  an  exchange  of  your 
paroled  men.  If  I  had  sent  yon  lists  of  such  of  your  officers  and  men 
as  were  relieved  from  their  parole  by  my  declaration  of  exchange,  I 
would  in  etiect  have  violated  that  provision  of  the  cartel  which  gives 
the  right  to  "each  party  to  relieve  from  parole  such  of  their  own  officers 
and  men  as  the  party  may  choose."  It  was  entirely  unnecessary  for 
me  to  give  you  the  number  of  men  whom  my  notice  declared  exchanged. 
They  were  all  Vicksburg  captures  or  City  Point  deliveries.  You  had 
the  rolls  of  both.  You  had  in  your  possession  as  much  information  as 
I  cmiid  communicate,  even  if  I'had  held  the  Vicksburg  rolls,  which  I 
did  not.  I  have  already  proved  to  you  by  the  record  tliat  the  former 
Federal  agent  when  he  declared  exchanges  gave  neither  lists  nor  the 
number  of  men.  There  is,  however,  a  more  recent  case,  You  yourself 
have  just  declared  a  sweeping  exchange.  You  have  not  furnished  me 
with  any  lists  or  designation  of  corps,  division,  brigade,  regiment,  or 
company,  notwithstanding  the  clamor  you  have  raised  about  my 
omi.ssion  in  those  particulars.  Your  objection  as  to  want  of  time  for 
the  preparation  of  ydur  announcement  is  a  small  one  at  best.  The 
cartel  does  not  make  it  incumbent  ujion  me  to  give  you  time.  Your 
X)redecessor  did  not  give  it  to  me.  The  correspondence,  however, 
between  us  before  the  12th  of  September  was  of  such  a  nature  as 
must  have  prevented  a  surprise. 

Fourth.  I  did  not  make  auy  such  agreement  with  your  predecessor, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ludlow,  as  you  state,  nor  did  I  ever  make  any 
agreement  with  any  one  by  which  I  renounced  the  right  to  claim  the 
paroles  given  at  Gettysburg.  The  ttrst  official  letter  which  I  ever 
addressed  to  you  was  iu  relation  to  this  very  subject.  It  bears  date 
August  1,  1863,  and  is  as  follows:* 

The  General  Order  No.  100  issued  at  Washington,  which  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ludlow  communicated  to  me  on  the  -3(1  of  May,  1S03,  in  its 
131st  paragraph  provides  that  "  if  the  Go\ernment  does  not  approve  of 
the  parole  the  paroled  officer  must  return  into  captivity,  and  should 
the  enemy  refuse  to  receive  him  he  is  free  of  his  parole."'  In  no  com- 
munication, in  no  interview  with  cither  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ludlow  or 
yourself,  where  the  subject  was  under  consideration,  did  I  ever  fail  to 
demand  tiiat  if  your  Government  rejected  the  paroles  the  parties  should 
return  into  captivity.  I  had  tiie  warrant  of  your  own  general  order 
for  that  demand,  but  pleaded  it  in  vain.  So  far  from  carrying  out  its 
own  general  order  your  Government  on  the  30th  of  June  last,  while 
the  order  was  in  force  and  before  tlie  publication  of  General  Orders.  No. 
207,  convened  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  required  the  court  to  give  its 
opinion  on  the  following  point,  to  wit:  Whether  ^lajor  Duane  and  Cap- 
tain Michler.  captured  and  paroled  on  the  2Sth  of  .lune,  180.3.  should  be 
placed  on  duty  without  exchange,  or  be  re(|iiired  to  return  to  the 
enemy  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  general  order  required  the  latter,  but 
the  court  found  that  the  (iovernnient  was  free  to  place  those  officers  on 
duty  without  excliaiige,  The  reason  gi\-eii  by  the  court  was  not  that 
the  Feileral  agent  and  myself  had  agreed  to  regard  such  paroles  as 
invalid,  but  that  1  had  been  uotitied  they  would  not  be  recognized.  It 
is  true  that  I  was  informed  that  certain  paroles  would  not  be  consid- 
ered as  valid,  but  I  was  also  notified  at  the  same  time,  by  the  same 
hand  and  through  the  same  instrument,  that  the  "paroled  otticer'' 
must  return  into  captivity  if  his  [larole  was  not  approved.     In  other 

'Sec  p.  Uw,  l.iat  iciuiiiiiiuicatioii. 
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words,  on  that  day,  May  23, 1863,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  with  little 
or  no  comment,  delivered  to  me  General  Orders,  I^o.  100,  as  the  rules 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Federal  Army.  I  never  had  any 
intimation  that  all  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  did  not 
continue  in  force  until  1  received  on  the  Sth  ol  July,  1863,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow:* 

The  "notice"  referred  to  in  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow's  letter  was  the 
delivery  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  with  its  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
first  paragraph.  That  paragraph  was  set  aside  by  the  provisions  of  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  207,  which  bears  date  July  3, 1863,  three  days  after  the 
submission  of  thequestion  of  the  parolesofDuaneandMichler  to  thecourt 
of  inquiry,  two  days  after  its  lindiug,  and  several  days  after  our  captures 
in  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  On  the  7th  of  July,  1863,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ludlow  substantially  informs  me  that,  although  he  notified  me 
on  the  22d  of  May  that  paragraph  131  of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  was 
to  be  continued  in  force,  yet,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
in  view  of  what  had  taken  place  in  Maryland  and  reimsyivania,  said 
paragraph  was  not  to  be  considered  as  beiug  in  force  at  any  time  after 
the  22d  of  May,  and  General  Orders,  No.  -07.  although  it  was  issued 
July  3,  1863,  should  be  construed  as  bearing  date  the  22d  ot  May  pre- 
ceding. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  in  his  letter 
to  me  of  the  7th  of  July  nowhere  says  I  bad  made  any  agreement 
with  him,  and  yet  it  bears  the  same  date  as  his  letter  to  Colonel  Kelton. 
It  is  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  paper  that  he  is  conveying  to  me  cer- 
tain information  for  the  first  time,  and  that  this  mformation  is  the 
"additional  provisions"  of  General  Orders.  No.  207,  one  of  which  set 
aside  paragraph  131  of  General  Orders,  No.  100.  The  court  of  inquiry 
in  its  finding  (see  Army  and  Navy  Official  Gazette,  July  14,  1863) 
says  1  was  "notitied,"'  &c.  Lieuteuaut-Colonel  Ludlow  in  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Kelton  says  it  was  distinctly  "understood"  between  Mr. 
Ould  and  himself,  &c.  You  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  September 
say  1  made  an  "  agreement"  with  your  predecessor.  The  notification 
first  rises  to  an  understanding,  and  is  then  elevated  into  an  agreement. 
What  further  promotion  it  will  receive  remains  to  be  seen. 

You  have  charged  a  deliberate  breach  of  good  faith  upou  the  part  of 
the  Confederate  istates.  Let  me  bring  to  your  attention  an  incident 
connected  with  this  matter  of  release  from  paroles:  On  March  9, 
1863,  General  Schenck,  of  immortal  memory,  issued  a  General  Order, 
No.  15,  re(|uiring  all  officers  and  men  who  had  been  captured  and 
paroled  m  his  department,  and  particularly  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
but  who  had  not  been  exchanged,  to  return  to  duty  on  penalty  of 
being  considered  deserters.  Your  general  order  in  force  at  that  time — 
No.  40,  February  28,  1863 — in  section  s,  provided  that  if  the  engage- 
ment which  a  prisoner  made  was  not  aiiproved  by  his  Government,  he 
was  bound  to  return  and  sunciider  himself  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  The 
same  Cieneral  Orders,  N(.).  i\K  in  the  same  section  .s,  uses  these  memora- 
ble words,  which  I  now  set  up  a;;aiiist  your  present  extraordinary 
claims,  to  wit:  "  His  own  <  idxiTuineiit  cannot  at  the  same  time  disort'u 
his  engagement  and  refuse  lii-  return  as  a  prisoner."'  In  spite  of  those 
honest  words  General  Schenck  i<>ued  Ins  order,  which  to  this  day 
has  not  been  countermandt'il,  \n  eilect  directing  not  only  that  such 
as  were  captured  and  paroleil  after  March  9,  1863,  should  return  to 
duty,  but  also  all  who  had  been  ca[)tured  and  paroled  under  the  cir- 
cumstances named  since  the  he-inning  of  hostilities,  on  penalty  of 
being  considered  deserters. 
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At  that  very  time  and  afterward,  even  to  as  late  as  Stoneman's  raid, 
the  former  agent  of  exchange  was  charging  against  me  and  receiving 
credit  for  captures  and  paroles  similar  to  those  repudiated  by  Schenck's 
order.  It  is  due  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  that  I  should  say  that 
when  the  matter  was  brought  to  his  attention  he  declared  that 
Schenck's  action  was  without  proper  authority,  and  that  I  would  have 
credit  for  such  as  reported  for  duty  under  the  order.  Still  the  order  was 
not  countermanded,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  followed  and  sus- 
tained by  General  Orders,  I^To.  207.  I  have  received  no  returns  of  such 
as  have  reported  under  Schenck's  order  and  never  will. 

In  your  letter  of  the  -4th  of  September,  and  others,  you  refer,  in 
connection  with  our  Gettysburg  captures,  to  "paroles  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  cartel.''  The  phrase  hgures  not  only  in  your  correspond- 
ence, but  in  the  findings  of  your  courts  and  in  some  of  your  general 
orders.  Let  me  here  in  the  most  formal  manner  assure  you  that  the 
Confederate  Government  considers  the  cartel  to  be  binding  and  impera- 
tive to  the  fullest  extent  of  any  and  all  of  its  provisions.  I  have  never 
asked  you  to  respect  a  parole  which  is  inconsistent  with  that  instru- 
ment. You  say  the  Gettysburg  paroles  are  in  contravention  of  the 
cartel.  Let  me  give  you  some  of  them — all  or  nearly  all  of  them  belong 
to  one  or  the  other  class: 

I,  the  subscriber,  a  prisoner  of  war,  captured  near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  do  give 
my  parole  ot  honor  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Confederate  States,  or  to 
do  any  military  duty  whatever,  or  to  sive  any  Lnlbrmation  that  may  be  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  same,  iintil  regularly  exchanged.  In  the  event  that  this 
parole  is  not  recognized  by  the  Federal  authorities,  1  give  my  parole  of  honor  to 
report  to  Richmond,  Va.,  as  a  prisoner  of  war  within  thirty  days. 

JOHN  E.  PARSONS, 
Fir8t  Lieut,  and  Adjutant  'me  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Fcnnsijlvania  folunteers. 

I,  the  subserilier,  a  prisoner  of  war,  captured  near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  do  give  my 
parole  of  honor  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  do  any 
military  duty  whatever,  or  to  give  any  information  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  same,  until  regularly  exchanged.  This  parole  is  unconditional,  and 
extended  to  a  woundedoliicer  for  the  sakeof  humanity,  to  save  a  painful  and  tedious 
journey  to  the  rear. 

ROY  STONE, 
Colonel  CHie  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

We,  the  undersigned,  of  the  company  and  regiment  opposite  onr  names,  do 
solemnly  swear  that  we  will  not  take  up  arms  against  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  until  regularly  exchanged,  in  accordance  with  the  cartel,  even  if  required 
to  do  so  by  our  Government. 

The  following-named  prisoners,  captured  near  Gettysburg,  Pa. .are  paroled  on  the 
following  conditions,  namely:  Not  to  take  up  arms  against'the  Confederati;  States, 
or  do  any  military  duty  whatever,  or  to  give  any  information  that  may  be  prejudicial 
to  the  same,  until  regularly  exchanged.  This  parole  is  unconditional,  and  if  not 
recognized  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  Goverami'nt.  all  pledge  them- 
selves to  repair  to  Richmond  as  prisoners  of  war  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  days 
from  this  date. 

Does  the  cartel  contemplate  that  these  officers  and  men  should  be 
returned  to  duty  without  e.xchange?  It  nowhere  says  so  upon  its  face. 
When  we  were  without  any  cartel  all  such  paroles,  and  in  fact  all  mili- 
tary paroles,  were  respected.  The  very  first  act  of  the  agents  of 
exchange  was  to  adjust  mutual  accounts  as  to  the  oflicers  and  men 
who  had  been  captured  and  paroled  before  the  cartel  was  signed.  If 
it  had  been  intended  by  the  cartel  to  repudiate  such  paroles  as  were 
given  at  Gettysburg,  or  upon  any  battle-field,  a  provision  to  that 
effect  in  distinct  terms  would  have  been  incorporated  in  it.  That 
instrument  was  intended  to  apjily  to  "  all  prisoners  of  war  held  by 
either  party" — to  such  as  were  in  military  dejjots  or  prisons — to  such 
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as  had  been  removed  from  the  battle-field  or  place  of  capture  and 
reduced  into  actual  possession.  It  left  the  force  and  eftect  of  military 
paroles  and  the  respect  which  should  be  paid  to  them  to  be 
determined  by  the  usages  oi'  civilized  nations  of  modern  times.  It 
certainly  did  not  purpose  to  prevent  a  wounded  officer  or  man  from 
entering  into  a  stipulation  not  to  take  up  arms  until  exchanged  as  the 
condition  of  his  release  when  his  life  would  be  at  the  serious  risk  of 
forfeit  if  be  did  not  make  the  contract.  Nor  does  it  anywhere  deny  the 
right  of  any  soldier,  wounded  or  not,  to  l)ind  his  Government  by  his 
military  obligation  when  he  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  latter 
part  of  article  7  does  not  really  controvert  this  view.  That  clause 
intended  to  give  "  the  commanders  of  two  opposing  armies"  the  power 
of  declaring  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  with  the  further  right  of  parol- 
ing whatever  surplus  there  might  be  after  the  exchange  was  arranged. 
\^■ithout  such  clause  the  two  commanders  would  have  no  right  to 
declare  an  exchange.  It  was  therefore  inserted.  Until  recently  nobody 
ever  pretended  that  the  cartel  forbid  the  giving  and  receiving  of  ordi- 
nary military  paroles.  The  uniform  practice  under  the  cartel  for  nearly 
a  year  sanctioned  them.  Whatever,  however,  may  be  the  determina- 
tion as  to  this  matter,  it  is  entirely  clear  that  at  the  time  the  Gettys- 
burg paroles  were  given  your  own  military  law  required  that  if  the 
parole  was  not  approved  the  party  should  return  to  our  lines.  Many 
of  the  paroles  indicate  on  tlieir  face  that  the  persons  giving  them  were 
aware  of  that  fact.  I  have  therefore  demanded  that  if  you  reject  these 
paroles  the  parties  who  gave  them  should  be  returned  to  us.  The 
(juestion  between  us  is  not  so  much  whether  you  will  regard  these 
paroles  as  vulid,  as  whether  you  will  comply  with  a  rule  of  your  own 
making,  and  which  was  advertised  to  us  as  being  the  controlling  law 
of  the  case. 

I  know  not  what  you  mean  by  your  reference  on  your  third  page  to 
article  4  of  the  cartel.  All  the  otticers  and  men  whom  I  declared 
exchanged  were  -'actually  restored  to  our  lines.''  All  of  the  officers 
and  men  whom  I  rc'iuested  you  to  select  as  equivalents  for  them  in  the 
exchange  "  had  been  restored  to  your  lines."  The  parties  whom  I  have 
declared  exchanged  have  not  been  "  returned  to  their  paroles  as 
requested  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow."  I  do  not  understand  by 
what  sort  of  reading  of  the  exchange  notice  of  the  12th  of  September 
j-ou  make  out  that  only  '•  two  officers  (Generals  Stevenson  and  Bowen)" 
were  exchanged.  My  letters  of  July  13,  September  11,  and  September 
26  will  inform  you  of  all  the  Vicksburg  prisoners,  officers  and  men, 
whom  I  have  declared  exchanged. 

Your  objection  to  the  declaration  of  the  exchange  of  the  general 
officers  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  because  there  were  no  equivalents  of  the 
same  grade,  is  exploded  by  the  provision  of  the  cartel  which  declares 
"that  men  and  officers  of  lower  grades  may  be  exchanged  for  officers 
of  a  higher  grade." 

I  have  tlius  answered  all  the  items  of  your  letter  of  the  21th  of  Sep- 
tember. I  regret  the  extreme  length  of  the  reply.  I  have,  however, 
confined  myself  to  the  matter  of  that  letter  and  to  such  subjects  as 
were  directly  connected  with  its  contents.  In  a  future  communication 
I  will  call  to  yiiur  attention  the  instances  of  the  violation  of  the  cartel 
by  the  Federal  authorities.  Notwithstanding  the  expression  of  their 
sudden  regard  for  that  instrument,  I  will  show  they  have  continued 
those  violations  from  its  date  to  the  present  moment.  I  now  inform 
you,  in  view  of  the  recent  declaration  of  exchange  made  by  you,  coupled 
with  your  failure  either  to  agree  to  or  decline  the  proposition  made  to 
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you  on  the  24th  of  August  last  in  relation  to  paroles,  that  the  Cout'ed- 
erate  authorities  will  consider  themselves  entirely  at  liberty  to  pursue 
any  course  as  to  exchange  or  paroles  which  they  raay  deem  right  and 
proper  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
directed  to  express  their  entire  willingness  to  adopt  any  fair,  just,  and 
reciprocal  rule  in  relation  to  those  subjects  without  any  delay. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


War  Department,  Washington,  October  3,  1S63. 
P.  FT.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  nf  War: 
(GareCol.  E.  S.  Sant'ord,  New  York.) 
You  will  please  proceed  as  soon  as  convenient  to  Davids  Island, 
N.  Y.,  and  make  a  thorough   inspection  of  the  rebel   camp  hospitals 
there,  and  correct  any  abuses  Miat  may  exist  by  removing  suchotlicers 
or  persons  in  any  way  connected  with  the  hospitals  as  you  nuiy  deem 
proper  for  that  purpose,  and  establishing  any  regulations  the  service 
may  require,  reporting  to  this  Department. 

EDWrX  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


BALTlMoliE,  October  .V,  ISH3. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Your  order  relating  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  .VIston  has  been  executed. 
Will  leave  this  evening.  Rev.  Mr.  Baird  was  arrested  and  is  now  in 
custody  of  our  guard. 

E.  B.  TYLER, 
Brigadier -General,  Conunundiny. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  .Monroe,  Octoljcr  4,  1S63. 
Maj.  (ien.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  coi>ies*  (if  two  let- 
ters received  this  day  tioin  Mr.  Ould.  You  will  perceive  that  he  declines 
the  proposition  for  the  exchange  of  surgeons  unless  Doctor  Kucker  is  left 
to  his  fate.  We  are  still  holding  Surg.  R.  ,1.  Freeman,  of  the  Atlanta, 
as  a  hostage  for  Asst.  Surg.  W.  W.  Myers,  U.  S.  Navy.  I  send  the 
steamer  New  Y'ork  today  to  Fort  McHenry  for  the  chaplains  and  I 
will  go  to  City  Point  and  see  Mr.  Ould  wlieii  she  returns.  Before  hav- 
ing an  interview  with  Mr.  Ould  I  slioukl  he  pleased  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  give  him  some  dehiiite  inforuiation  in  relation  to  the  status  of 
General  .Morgan  and  his  command.  Are  they  still  contined  in  the  peni- 
tentiary .'  Colonel  Strcight  and  his  coininand  are  now  treated  as  other 
prisoners  of  war.  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Colonel  Hodman, 
he  informed  me  that  the  U.  S.  authorities  did  not  authorize  the  treat- 
ment which  General  Morgan's  officers  received  when  imprisoned  at 
Columbus. 


*  tjee  Ould  to  Mereilitli.  p.  3.'>7,  last  louimuiiii-utioij,  aud  p.  33S. 
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I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  com- 
munications of  October  2,  which  shall  be  attended  to  at  my  next  inter- 
view with  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange. 

I  am,  ereneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEEEDITH, 
Brigadier-  General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Washington,  October  5,  1S63. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  communication  from  Mr.  Wood,  the  superintendent  of 
the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  which  I  find  upon  my  table  this  morning.  I 
wish  you  to  show  this  communication  from  Mr.  W,  to  Mr.  Ould,  and 
confer  with  him  on  the  subject  to  which  it  points,  bearing  in  mind  this 
point,  that  the  Government  will  not  agree  to  a  rule,  such  as  Mr.  Ould 
has  ofteu  proposed,  by  which  the  people  in  rebellion  could  not  be 
arrested;  but,  at  the  same  time,  and  the  practice  hitherto  fully  bears 
me  out  in  saying,  that  there  is  uo  disposition  to  harass  and  annoy  citi- 
zens simply  as  such.  In  all  cases  heretofore,  so  far  as  I  know,  whenever 
Southern  people  have  been  arrested  it  has  been  for  special  reasons, 
marking  the  individuals  as  separated  from  the  mass  of  a  community. 
I  wish  you  to  have  a  free  explanation  with  Mr.  Ould,  with  a  \iew  to  the 
release  of  the  parties  referred  to  by  Mr.  Wood,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  say  that  although  we  have  hitherto  refrained  from  the  arrest 
of  citizens,  as  such,  the  detention  of  citizens  in  the  Eichmond  prisons 
or  elsewhere  in  the  South  as  Union  men  will  oblige  us  to  resort  to  sim- 
ilar proceedings.  As  I  recently  wrote  to  you,  I  know  of  no  case  of  a 
citizen  of  the  South  being  held  by  us  as  such,  and  I  wish  you  to  invite 
Mr.  Ould  to  name  any  within  his  knowledge,  and  if  he  can  name  any 
such  we  will  send  them  home,  and  if  we  have  not  enough  (if  we  have 
any  at  all)  to  oli'set  those  whom  he  may  release,  the  number  can  be 
doubled  or  trebled  by  due  order  to  our  couimanders  to  arrest  them  and 
send  them  here  to  be  exchanged.  Surely  Mr.  Ould  will  not  wish  to 
oblige  us  to  [take]  this  step. 

Some  time  ago  we  arrested  two  citizens  in  Virginia  for  special  cause; 
the  Richmond  authorities  arrested  two  Union  men  to  answer  for  them, 
without  any  other  cause.  The  two  men  were  paroled  for  three  weeks, 
as  I  hear,  and  then  returned  to  Richmond,  where  they  now  are.  If 
these  men  are  not  released  I  shall  be  obliged  to  employ  the  means  I 
have  just  suggested.  Eloping  that  you  and  Mr.  Ould  may  together 
accomplish  something  for  the  relief  of  individual  suffering, 
I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  October  3,  1S63. 
General  E.  A.  Hitcucock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  I  am  in  possession  of  recent 

and  reliable  information   that  a  number  of  Pennsylvanians,  who  were 

taken  prisoners  in  the  recent  raid  of  General  Lee  in  that  State,  are 

now  incarcerated   in  Castle  Thimder,  one  of  the  Richmond  prisons; 
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also,  three  of  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  who  have  beea  iu  prison 
over  twelve  months;  Virginians,  North  Carolinians,  Tennesseeans  and 
others,  loyal  and  true  to  the  United  States  Government,  who  have 
endured  similar  imprisonment  for  a  long  time  (over  fifteen  months). 
As  winter  is  fast  approaching,  I  deem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  sug- 
gest to  you  the  use  of  every  available  means  to,  effect  the  release  of 
these  unfortunate  fellow-l)eings  from  their  destitute  and  deplorable 
condition  and  restore  them  to  their  respective  homes.  In  furtherance 
of  this  object,  I  respectfully  state  that  I  have  in  my  custody  several 
disloyal  or  Confederate  citizens,  among  whom  are  Messrs.  Granville  J. 
Kelley,  A.  Nichols,  Gustavus  B.  Wallace,  and  S.  P.  Bailey,  whom  I 
believe  to  be  men  of  veracity  and  fully  competent  and  willing  to  visit 
Richmond, Va.,  and  execute  such  arrangements  tending  to  the  release 
of  any  equivalent  number  of  our  people  that  may  meet  the  concurrent 
approbation  of  our  and  their  military  authorities.  I  therefore  ask 
that  the  objects  of  this  communication  may  claim  your  early  and  favor- 
able consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  P.  WOOD, 
Superinteyulent  Old  Capitol  Prison. 


WAsniNGTON,  October  5,  lSf!-i. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 
Sir:  If  Colonel  Streight  and  his  command  have  not  been  released 
with  others  to  make  up  the  equivalent  for  paroled  ofBcers  and  men 
declared  exchanged  by  Mr.  Ould,  I  wish  you  to  obtain  from  Mr.  <  )uld  a 
distinct  reason  why  it  has  not  been  done. 

Inform  Mr.  Ould  that  our  treatment  of  General  Morgan's  command 
hangs  upon  his  decision  in  this  matter,  and  upon  the  disposition  made 
in  the  South  of  ofHcers  of  colored  regiments  and  their  commands. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  &c. 

P.  S.— I   have  not  yet   heard   of  the  condition   of  Colonel   Powell. 
Why  IS  he  not  released  ? 

E.  A.  H., 

Major-General. 


Washington.  D.  C,  October  .;.  i^n.'i. 

Col.  COLLETT   LEVENTHORPE,  Haiti  mare.  Mil.  : 

(Through  the  Commanding  General,  Baltimore.) 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  tiie  21th  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  requesting  to  be  paroled  or  exchanged,  has  beeu  handed 
to  me  with  an  indorsement  (by  order  of  the  Secretary)  to  the  effect 
that  your  "release  will  be  ordered  upon  receipt  of  positive  intelligence 
that  the  authorities  at  Richmond  have  released  the  number  of  olHcers 
of  colored  regiments  constituting  au  equivalent  to  a  colonel."' 

You  are  at  liberty  to  address  your  Government  on  this  subject,  if 
you  desire  to  do  so,  covering  your  letter  to  me  for  examination. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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Knoxtille,  October  5,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners : 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  order  of  rebel  General  Forrest,  issued 
on  L'Sth  of  September.  I  desire  to  know  if  there  has  been  any  exchange 
of  the  prisoners  mentioned:* 

Notice  is  given  to  all  prisoners  captured  iit  Vicksbnrg  that  they  have  been 
exchanged,  and  are  expected  to  reiidezviuis  and  iail\- n,i;aiu  aiimnd  their  flag.  You  are 
released  from  all  oaths  and  obligations  to  the  Federal  Government  of  any  character 
and  liiud,  and  will  be  uumoleBted  iu  returning  to  your  respective  commands. 

S.  p.  CARTER, 
Bri(j.  Gen.  and  Procost-Marshal-Gfnerul  of  East  Tennessee. 


Lnwp.LL,  October  H,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  received 
from  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  whom  I  knew  iu  command  of  the 
forces  immediately  opposed  to  me  at  Pouchatoula,  on  the  northern  side 
of  Lake  Pontchartrain,  when  I  was  iu  couunand  of  the  Departmeut  of 
the  Gulf.  The  original  I  have  sent  as  re(iuested  to  Captain  Thornton, 
of  Brig.  Gen.  George  F.  Shepley's  staff.  ( 'aptaiii  Tborutou,  a  most  valu- 
able, brave,  and  etticieut  ofiQcer,  was  .grievously  wounded  with  at  least 
seveubullet  holes  through  his  clothes  and  various  jiarts  of  his  body  in  the 
attack  on  Ponchatoula  iu  September  of  last  year,  under  the  command  of 
the  late  lamented  Ma  jor-General  Strong,  then  my  chief  of  stafl'.  Captain 
Thornton  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  received  of  General 
Thompson  every  care  and  kindness,  and  at  my  request  was  sent  to  New 
Orleans  upon  his  parole.  This  courteous  consideration  on  the  part  of 
General  Thompson  I  have  no  doubt  enabled  us,  with  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  to  save  Captain  Thornton's  valuable  life. 

General  Thompson  is  now  a  prisoner  at  Johnson's  Island,  neai  San- 
dusky, Ohio.  If  not  inconsistent  with  public  service,  I  most  earnestly 
ask  that  General  Thompson  may  be  released  upon  his  parole.  While  I 
can  testify  to  the  uniform  urbanity  and  courtesy  with  which  all  the 
operations  of  General  Thompson  were  conducted,  I  am  most  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  the  kindness  which  he  siiowed  to  Captain  Thornton 
alone  should  entitle  him  to  every  possible  consideration.  That  kind- 
ness was  not  alone  given  to  the  otiicers,  but  the  wounded  men  spoke  of 
his  treatment  with  "the  utmost  gratitude.  I  found  him  a  troublesome 
enemy  enough,  but  of  his  humanity,  which  wns  in  contrast  with  the 
conduct  of  General  Taylor.  Imuls  me  to  ask  this  favor  for  him  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  As  I  am  not  much  in  the  habit  of  asking 
leniency  for  rebels,  I  trust  the  War  Department  will  take  it  as  a  guar- 
antee that  this  is  a  proiier  case  foi'  the  extension  of  every  indulgence. 
1  am,  most  respectfully,  vour  ubedient  servant, 

i;i;nj.  f.  butler, 

Miijordencral  of  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


W.vsHiNcii'iiN,  October   1:2,  1863. 

Within  a.  few  months  past    ■ircumstances  in  the  South — especially 

threats   against  Captains  Sun yoi-   and    Flinn  and   against  officers  of 

colored  troops  in  the  U.  S.  s.m  vice— have  made  it  necessary  to  detain 

in  prison  such  officers  '<(  the  rebel  seivice  as  may  be  taken  prisoners, 

'For  reply,  >ul-  Sen,-  1,   \  ..i.  WX,  Part  IV,  p.  2;i3. 
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the  only  object  being  to  secure  such  treatment  to  our  troops  as  may  fall 
into  rebel  hands  as  the  laws  ot  war  entitle  them  to.  I  do  not  recom- 
mend a  departure  from  this  policy  until  the  rebel  authorities  change 
their  practice,  both  actual  and  threatened.  I  suggest,  however,  injus- 
tice to  the  honorable  intervention  of  General  Butler,  that  General 
Thompson  be  informed  of  the  interest  in  his  behalf  taken  by  General 
Butler. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Colonel  Hoffman: 

The  Secretary  of  War  deem.s  no  reply  necessary. 

[Inclosure.) 

Depot  of  Prisoners, 
Johnnon^'i  Island,  near  Sanduskij,  Ohio.  tSeptember  :?S,  1$63. 
MaJ.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butleb,  U.  S.  Army, 

W((sIiinyton,  D.  C: 
General:  About  this  time  last  year  the  fortunes  of  war  placed  in 
my  hands  a  Captain  Thornton  of  your  command,  wounded  and  a  pris 
oner  of  war.  You  will  remember  that  1  sent  Captain  Thorntou  on 
parole  back  to  Xew  Orleans  in  your  yacht.  I  promised  Captain  Thorn- 
ton that  if  I  was  ever  captured  I  would  notify  him  of  my  whereabouts, 
that  he  might  return  tbe  favor  which  he  thought  I  extended  to  him. 
I  do  not  think  that  Captain  Thornton  is  under  any  obligations  to  me, 
as  I  simply  acted  toward  him  as  I  have  to  all  gentlemen  who  have  been 
so  unfortunate  as  to  be  captured  by  uie,  but  in  conformity  with  my 
promise  I  would  like  to  let  him  know  that  I  am  here;  and,  as  I  do  not 
know  his  address,  and  understanding  at  the  time  that  he  was  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  yours,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  presuming  to  request  you  to 
forward  him  this  letter,  let  me  know  his  address,  or  otherwise  let  liim 
know  that  I  am  at  this  prison,  as  may  be  most  convenient  or  agreeable 
to  yourself 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 

jBri)jadier-<ieni  ml. 


Office  C<im.missakv  (General  of  Prisoners, 

Wanhiiiijton.  J>.  C,  Oetoher  0,  i^t: ;. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf, 

Commanding  Fort  T'elairare,  Del.: 
General:  In  many  cases  on  api)lication  for  discharge  by  prisoners 
of  war  the  decisions  have  been  unfavorable,  but  they  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  tinal.  It  is  probable  that  wlien  circumstances  are  such  as  to 
justify  it,  many  or  all  of  these  applicants  will  be  discharged,  and  if 
there  are  among  the  prisoners  others  who  have  made  no  apidication, 
but  who  do  not  wish  to  be  sent  South  for  exchange,  preferring  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  remain  North,  they,  too.  may  be  discharged. 
In  the  meantime  men  so  disposed  will  not  be  forwarded  for  exchange 
until  a  decision  is  had  in  their  cases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  \V.  HOFFMAN. 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commismry-Ceneral  of  Prisoners. 
(Copies  of  the  foregoing  letter  sent  to  Brigadier-General  Marston, 
commanding  depot  prisoners  of  war.  Point  Lookout.  Mil. ;  Brig.  Gen. 
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John  S.  Mason,  commanding,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Brig.  Gen.  N.  C. 
McLean,  provoat-marshal-general  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  Col.  J.  S.  Simonson,  commanding  District  of  Indiana  and  Mich- 
igan, Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Col.  C.  V.  De  Land,  commanding  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  111.;  Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  commanding  Fort  McHenry, 
Baltimore,  Md.;  Capt.  S.E.Jones,  provost-marshal,  Louisville,  Ky,; 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Pierson,  commanding  depot  prisoners  of  war,  San- 
dusky, Ohio;  Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broadbead,  provost-marshal-general,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.) 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  £>.  C,  October  6,  1863. 
Brig,  Geu.  S.  A.  ^Ieredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General:  D.  T.  Chandler,  a  political  prisoner  at  the  Old  Capitol, 
has  applied  for  permission  to  visit  Richmond  on  parole  with  a  view  to 
effect  the  exchange  of  himself  for  Andrew  Johnson,  the  nephew  of 
Governor  Johuson,  of  Tennessee,  now  a  prisoner  at  Richmond.  A 
parole  for  this  purpose  will  be  granted  to  Colonel  Chandler  with  the 
condition  that  if  he  fail  to  effect  the  proposed  exchange  within  thirty 
days  he  will  return  to  this  city  and  surrender  himself  to  the  Federal 
authorities,  provided  permission  is  granted  by  Mr.  Ould  or  other  author- 
ized agent  of  the  authorities  in  Richmond,  with  the  assurance  that  the 
terms  of  the  parole  which  Colonel  Chandler  shall  give  shall  be  respected 
by  said  authorities.  Will  you  please  refer  this  matter  to  Mr.  Ould  and 
forward  his  reply  to  this  office '? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H0FFMA2f, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[InilorsemeDt.] 

October  16,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned    to    Brigadier-Creneral   Meredith,   agent    of 
exchange.     The  terms  named  within  will  be  respected  and  observed 
by  the  Confederate  authorities. 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  6,  1863. 
Col.  C.  A.  Waixe,  Commanding,  Annapolis,  j\ld.: 

Colonel:  Iu  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  oOth  ultimo,  suggesting  that 
authority  be  granted  you  to  furnish  transportation  to  their  homes  citi- 
zens released  from  the  prisons  in  Richmond  who  arrive  at  Annapolis  in 
a  destitute  condition,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  thought  advisa- 
ble to  give  general  instructions  to  meet  the  cases  referred  to.  Special 
instructions  will  be  given  to  meet  cases  of  peculiar  hardships  and 
destitution  when  they  are  reported. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMA2T, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Peisoners  of  War, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  6,  \s63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  am  ia  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  with  rejfard  to 
overcoats.  There  has  beeu  groat  complaiut  for  some  time  respecting 
overcoats  and  bhinkets.  I  have  not  allowed  thera  except  in  a  few  cases 
where  the  persons  were  sick  and  wounded.  It  is  now  very  cold.  I 
have  given  the  sutler  permission  to  sell  coarse  gray  overcoats  since  the 
receipt  of  your  letter.  It  is  often  the  case  that  friends  will  send  au 
overcoat,  or  other  clothing,  when  they  will  not  send  money.  Sometimes 
they  are  not  new.  If  a  prisoner  writes  fur  ch^thing,  I  direct  that  it  shall 
bo  plain  gray.  Sometimes  it  comes  unexi)ectedly  to  prisoners  of  some 
other  color.  Shall  I  allow  overcoats  of  any  other  color,  or  if  one  comes 
refuse  its  being  delivered?  It  is  impossible  to  send  such  things  back, 
as  the  express  company  will  not  receive  it  without  prepayment  of 
charges.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  citizens'  clothing  in  the  yard. 
Very  many  prisoners  come  with  full  suits  of  clothing,  both  ci\  il  auil 
military.  It  is  often  the  case  that  it  is  a  condition  of  surrender  that 
the  ofticers  retain  their  private  proiierty.  The  Port  Ihulson  prisoners 
have  large  stocks  of  clothing,  both  civil  and  military,  whether  purchased 
since  capture  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show 
that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  prisoners,  trying  to  escape,  or  being  removed 
for  any  purpose,  in  uniform  under  these  circumstances.  It  has  seemed 
to  me  important  to  have  the  prisoners  provide  themselves  without 
expense  to  the  Government,  as  far  as  possible,  and  I  ha\e  no  doubt 
very  many  overcoats  will  be  sent  here  without  tiie  knowledge  of  pris- 
oners until  they  arrive,  and  I  would  like  your  views  on  the  importance 
t)f  tiieir  being  all  gray.  Many  i)risoners  desire  to  purchase  blankets  or 
shawls.     In  fact  they  are  the  coldest  sot  I  ever  saw. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIEESOX, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fort  McHenry,  Md., 

October  (J,  1603. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  r.  S.  Army, 

Commissury-Ueneral  of  Prisoners : 
Colonel;  I  am  instructed  by  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Jlorris  to 
acknowledge  the  receii)t  of  your  letter  of  August  18,  1863,  doubtless  in 
reply  to  his  communication  of  July  30  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chese- 
brough,  and  by  him  for\-\arded  to  you.  You  state  that  "captured 
negroes  are  ranked  as  camp  followers  and  therefore  prisoners  of  war.'' 
It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  they  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  Covernment  as  [)aid  laborers  ami  teamsters,  thns  rendering  service 
to  the  Government  and  avoiding  the  return  to  slavery  of  such  as  were 
slaves.  It  is  further  suggested  that  those  among  them  who  are  freed- 
men  with  families  and  desire  to  go  should  be  sent  South  w  ith  the  lirst 
installment  of  prisoners  going  thither,  as  exchanged  i)risoners  or  not, 
as  the  Government  tliinks  best. 

If  the  ([uestions  here  raised  are  beyond  your  jurisdiction,  it  is  respect- 
fully asked  that  this  communication  be  forwarded  by  yim  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

I  remain,  colonel,  res[)ectfully,  \'(nirs. 

P.   A.   P()KTi;i;, 
Colonel  Eighth  Xeic  I'lirl:   \'ol.  Art.,  Cmndg.  Fort  Mc/Icury. 
23   R  R — series  II,  VUL   \l 
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[First  iDdorsement.) 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

October  8,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  recouimenda- 
tion  that  the  negroes  who  have  been  slaves  be  released  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

W.  HOFFM  \y, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Vommissanj-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Secoml  iDilorsement-! 

I  do  not  recommend  that  any  colored  men  be  sent  South  Tor  exchange 
either  with  or  against  their  will.  If  there  are  any  who  wish  to  be  dis- 
charged upon  oath  of  allegiance  I  see  no  reason  for  refusing  them  the 
privilege  of  doing  so.  If  any  prefer  to  go  South  I  would  recommend 
their  being  detained  as  prisoners,  but  not  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
would  employ  them  or  not,  as  circumstances  might  render  expedient, 
under  the  directions  of  the  command inst  otlieer. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers;. 

[Tliinl  i.ulorseiiu-iit.l 

AVAR  Diii'ARTMENT,  Oetoher  13,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colunel  Iloft'inan  for  report  as  to  how  many 
captured  negroes  are  concerned  and  as  to  where  they  were  captured. 
Where  are  tliey  now  confined? 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assista n t  Adjuta nt- General. 


LiBBY  Prison,  Richmond,  October  6,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith: 

Sir:  Our  men  held  as  prisoners  here  are  suffering  and  dying  from 
exijosure  for  the  want  of  necessary  clothing,  and  their  condition  is  daily 
becoming  worse  and  worse.  Some  are  without  hats,  some  without 
shoes,  nearly  all  without  stockings,  blankets,  or  overcoats,  and  all 
needing  shirts.  Many  of  our  officers  are  lying  on  bare  floors,  and  none 
of  them  sufhciently  provided  with  blankets.  These  articles  the  Con- 
federate authorities  frankly  say  they  cannot  furnish,  but  will  allow 
them  to  be  furnished  by  our  authorities  and  to  be  distributed  by  any 
one  of  our  ofiicers  that  may  be  designated  for  that  purpose.  Blank 
clothing  accounts  should  Ite  furnished  with  the  clothing.  Any  one  of 
the  ofticers  here  -will  gladly  be  cliargcd  with  the  duty  of  distribution. 

I  have  the  honor  tn  lio,  very  rcs[)eetfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  IRVINE, 
Li'  nti  ininf-Colditcl   Tenth  Xcic    York  Caralri/. 

I  respectfully  recomiiu'iMl  tliat  irders  be  .-^eiit  to  the  quartermaster 
at  Fort  ilouroe  to  issue  on  rlie  re.iuisition  of  General  Meredith  such 
clothing  (in  kind  and  amminr  a>  lie  amy  certify  that,  in  his  opinion, 
may  be  necessary  for  the  comrort  of  our  men  in  prison  at  Richmond, 
to  be  receipted  for  by  a  do-iunatiMl  i'uiou  officer,  and  by  him  issued  to 
the  men  receipting  for  if.  iindfr  such  directions  as  General  Meredith 
may  direct,  under  the  saueiiuu  of  the  :\i;-ent  from  Richmond. 

i:.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 
.Mdior-'ivneral  ot'  Valuntcers. 
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Meridian,  JIiss.,  October  6,  186S. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Richmond: 

I  respectfully  suggest  tlie  advantage  of  excbaugiug  the  orticers  i;ip- 
tured  at  Port  Hudson  that  they  may  organize  their  troops. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Respectfully  submitted  to  Col.  R.  Ould,  agent  of  exchange. 

,INO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


October  ll.',  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  General  S.  Cooper. 

The  officers  captured  at  Port  Hudson  are  either  at  New  Orleans  or 
at  Johnson's  Island,  most  of  them  at  the  latter  place.  <  'f  course  they 
cannot  be  exchaiiged  unless  the  enemy  delivers  them  to  us,  and  that  I 
cannot  nuxke  them  do.  If  General  Johnston  will  suggest  some  way  in 
which  they  can  be  made  to  do  so  I  will  be  very  much  obligeil  to  him. 
As  soon  as  I  get  those  officers  in  hand  I  will  exchange  them. 

RO.  OULD, 
A<jcnt  of  Exchange. 


Wau  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  October  7.  isijs. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

SrR:  The  following  prisoners  were  a  part  of  the  crew  on  the  pirate 
ships  Florida  and  Tacony — went  into  Portland  Harbor  and  seized  the 
revenue  cutter  and  were  captured.* 

All  these  prisoners  swear  that  they  did  not  know  the  piratical  char- 
acter of  the  vessel  when  they  shipped  and  had  uo  chance  of  escape 
afterward.  They  captured  and  burned  about  thirty-eight  vessels  while 
in  the  pirate  service.  Wilton  and  Lausou  want  to  take  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  enlist  in  the  U.  S.  service.  These  prisoners  should  not  be 
discharged  or  exchanged. 

The  following  prisoners  were  captured  in  running  the  blockade. 
Some  of  them  had  before  been  captured  and  exchanged.  None  of  them 
will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  claiming  to  owe  their  allegiance  to  the 
Confederate  .States,  and  all  ca])tured  under  circumstances  that  should 
prevent  their  discharge  unless  by  exchange.* 

Tlie  sworn  statements  of  the  above  prisoners  are  on  tile  in  my  ofli.-e. 
The  following  prisoners  I  recommend  siiall  be  released  from  Port  \\'ar- 
reu  on  their  sworn  parole  not  to  go  soutli  of  Phihulelphia  or  witiiin  the 
rebel  lines  during  the  war  or  till  tiirther  order:  Capturetl  running 
blockade — John  J.  Jowett,  forty-tluee  years  tild,  printer;  Gcorye  J. 
Blakesly.  forty-three  years  old,  home,  Alabama;  C.  .1.  Roundtree, 
thirty  years  old,  North  Carolina:  Nathaniel  Stanton,  tifty-seseu  years 
old,  Alabama.     Sworn  statements  of  the  above  in  uiy  offit'e. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

L.  C.  TURNKi;. 

J  udgc-  Advocate. 

*  NamcN  omittcil. 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  October  7,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
I  have  the  bonor  to  suggest  the  following  changes  at  Camp  Chase  be 
authorized  at  the  earliest  practicable  period:  First,  that  a  prisou  hos- 
pital, or  rather  a  hospital  prisou,  for  prisoners  of  war,  be  erected  accord- 
ing to  the  plans  submitted.  This  matter  has  beeu  delayed,  as  we  had 
hoped  to  get  Camp  Chase  moved  ere  this.  Having  failed  in  this  it 
becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  the  hospital  accommodations 
largely.  Second,  that  authority  be  given  to  change  the  h)cation  of 
Prisou  Xo.  3.  It  is  now  in  the  center  of  the  camp,  is  very  foul  from 
want  of  sufficient  drainage,  atul  cannot  be  well  drained  without  being 
a  nuisance  to  the  whole  outside  camp,  and  is  a  perfect  eyesore  to  the 
camp.  It  can  be  placed  near  the  other  prisons,  having  all  near  together 
in  one  end  of  the  camp  and  more  easily  guarded,  and  can  be  re-erected, 
giving  increased  accommodations.  Third,  that  authority  be  given  to 
erect  a  chapel  and  reading-room  out  of  the  fund  for  paroled  prisoners, 
which  now  amounts  to  about  83,000,  also  to  purchase  a  small  library 
and  subscribe  for  the  different  daily  papers  and  periodicals.  Fourth,  I 
also  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  comnussary 
department  has  taken  the  ovens  in  charge  and  issue  bread  instead  of 
tlour,  thus  dejM'iving  the  post  of  its  savings  by  baking,  to  which  it  is 
justly  entitled.  Hoping  \(ui  will  give  these  matters  early  attention, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  S.  MASOX, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

October  ii",  1S63. 
Resiiectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  fully  concur  with  General  Mason  in  recommending  that  Prison 
No.  3  be  removed.  It  originally  formed  part  of  the  camp,  and  the 
buililings  were  inclosed  in  an  emergency  to  receive  prisoners  who  had 
arrived  when  there  was  no  place  to  put  them.  I  also  concur  in  the  gen- 
eraTs  recommendation  that  a  prison  hospital  be  erected.  The  cost  of 
building  tlie  hosi)ital  and  a  prison  for  1,000  men  adjoining  the  other 
prisons  will  be  about  ■■<  10,000.  I  also  recommend  that  a  chapel  be 
erected  and  a  reading-room  lie  established  out  of  the  paroled  prison- 
ers' fund.  The  sul)sistence  department  is  authorized  to  issue  bread 
instead  of  tloar  and  the  general's  request  in  this  particular  cannot  be 
reconinieii(le(l. 

Vryv  ro-;pectfulh'. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Ciloncl    Third  I iij'ii itt rii  and   Cominis'^arij-General  of  rrisoner^j. 


IlKADiJlARTERS    SAINT    MARY'S    DISTRICT, 

I'oint  Lookout,  October  ?.  1863. 
Col.  W.    Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  received  this  evening  your  communication  concerning 
the  (Exchange  of  pris(mers.  There  is  a  large  number  here  who  do  not 
desire  to  be  exchanged.     Some  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
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some  are  willing  to  enter  the  naval  and  a  few  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States.    Others,  if  allowed  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  would 
I  have  no  doabt,  soon  find  their  way  into  the  rebel  army. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MARSTON, 
Briijadier- General,  Commundinij. 


Office  ('(immt8SARy(iEneral  of  Prisoners. 

Wiisliiiiijtoii,  /).  €'.,  Oclohty  r,  l<si;:;_ 
Hou.  Schuyler  Colfax,  .'South  Boul,  Inch: 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  iuforuied  by  General  ^Meredith  that  'Sir.  Onld,  the 
rebel  iigeiit  at  Richmond,  provides  that  all  money  sent  to  prisoners  in 
Kichmond  prisons  shall  be  honestly  delivered  or  accounted  for.  If  it  is 
received  in  gold  it  will  be  handed  over  in  that  shape,  or  it  will  be  con- 
verted into  Confederate  currency  at  the  market  rates,  as  may  lie  desired. 
Greenbacks  are  not  recognized  as  a  legal  tender,  but  they  will  generally 
sell  it  for  their  own  money,  so  called,  at  the  option  of  the  owner.  Whether 
these  promises  can  be  depended  on  is  somewhat  doubtful,  but  as  I 
have  been  very  careful  to  have  all  money  belonging  to  prisoners  of  war 
carefully  accounted  for,  and  as  all  that  is  forwarded  through  General 
Meredith,  as  all  should  be,  will  be  recei[ited  for,  I  think  they  will  not  have 
the  hardihood  to  steal  it.  It  is  also  arranged  that  blankets,  clothing, 
lS:c.,  may  be  sent  to  the  prisoners  through  General  Meredith,  ami  by 
way  of  trying  the  experiment,  I  have  recomraeuded  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  send  500  blankets,  to  be  followed,  if  the  way  seems  to  be  safe, 
with  articles  of  clothing.  If  this  understanding  can  be  carried  out.  our 
friends  in  Richmond  will  be  much  better  otf  than  they  are  now,  but  at 
best  their  condition  will  be  sufficiently  deplorable.  1  am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  is  little  prospect  of  further  deliveries  of  any  but  sick  anil 
wounded  enlisted  men.  Mr.  Ould  reports  that  Colonel  Streight  and  his 
officers  are  on  the  same  footing  with  other  prisoners  of  war.  and  tliey 
are  getting  impatient  that  Morgan  and  his  crew  are  still  in  the  peniten- 
tiary. If  you  wish  to  send  any  money  to  friends  in  Richmond  1  will  be 
very  glad  to  forward  it  and  get  a  receipt  to  show  that  it  is  really  delivered. 
I  am.  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel    Third   fti/anlri/  and   ('(innni.saary-dineral  nf  I'risiiuers. 


Office  Cummissary-Geneual  of  Prisoners. 

WaKlinu/tou,  T>.  €..  October  r,  isi;:;. 
I'.rig.  Gen.  S.  A.  MEREDtTH, 

Comiiiifisioner  for  E.vvhanfie  of  Prisoncrti,  Fort  Monroe,  Vu.: 
CrENEEAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tiie  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  'iOth  ultimo,  inclosing  a  uotice  of  further  exchanges 
declared  by  Islv.  Ould."  The  staff  of  General  Pemberton,  as  far  as  the 
rolls  show,  consists  c)f  i!  lieutenant  colonels,  L'  majors,  ■i  first  lieutenants, 
and  1  second  lieutenant,  being  equal  to  02  enlisted  men.  The  officers 
and  men  of  the  engineer  corps  and  sappers  and  miners  named  in  Mr. 
Ould's  letter  equal  TO  enlisted  men,  making  in  all  ll'S  enlisted  men 
to  be  added  to  the  number  declared  exchanged  in  excess  of  I'edernl 
trooiis  paroled  to  September  1  and  declared  exchanged.     There  are 

"  Se<-  (mill  to  Meroditli,  Sepleiiiber  I'll,  iMlj,  p.  ;i_"J, 
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now  at  Camp  Parole,  near  Annapolis,  Md.,  1,371  enlisted  men  delivered 
at  City  Point  during^  the  month  of  September,  and  I  suggest  that  yoa 
at  once  declare  all  prisoners  of  war  received  at  City  Point  up  to  1st  of 
October  exchanged.  There  were  paroled  at  Vicksburg  after  its  cap- 
ture by  General  Grant  115  citizens,  and  Mr.  Ould  will  doubtless  declare 
them  exchanged  whenever  he  finds  it  convenient.  I  have  beard  of  the 
arrival  of  a  number  of  citizens  at  Annapolis,  delivered  at  City  Point, 
but  as  I  have  been  furnished  with  no  rolls,  1  do  not  know  on  what  con- 
ditions they  were  released.  Cannot  you  declare  them  exchanged  and 
offset  them  by  as  many  of  the  Vicksburg  captures?  Lists  of  rebel 
officers  held  by  us  and  of  the  deaths  in  hospitals  will  be  sent  you  in  a 
few  days.     Reports  from  hospitals  do  not  come  in  before  the  10th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAK, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquaeters  Departmet^t  of  the  East, 

Yew   York  City,   October  7,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  1  have  just  received  your  telegram  of  the  Gth  instant, 
in([uiring  where  Captain  Winder,  hostage  for  Captain  Sawyer,  is  con- 
fined. 1  do  not  know.  When  I  received  the  order  from  Major-Geiieral 
Halleck  to  select  General  Lee  and  another  officer  not  below  the  rank  of 
captain,  there  was  none  of  the  latter  grade  in  confinement  within  the 
Department  of  Virginia,  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  order, 
I  so  stated.  1  was  informed  afterward  that  Captain  Winder  had  been 
selected.  I  supposed  that  he  was  in  confinement  with  other  Confed- 
erate officers  under  your  direction.  In  my  notice  to  Mr.  Ould,  a  copy 
of  which  I  handed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  informed  him,  Mr.  Ould, 
of  the  selection  of  General  Lee  and  another  officer  whose  name  would 
be  sent  to  him.  I  inclose  copy  of  the  notice.*  Having  been  relieved 
from  duty,  I  have  had  no  correspondence  of  any  kind  with  Mr.  Ould 
and  have  had  no  instructions  as  to  the  name  of  the  officei'. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector-General. 


Fort  McHenrt,  October  7.  1363. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

Commissary. (leneral  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City.  I>.  C: 
Sir  :  r  atUlressed  you  through  tlie  commanding  officer  of  this  post  on 
the  l.Jth  of  -luly  last,  calling  your  attention  to  my  case.  On  the  Sth  of 
August  I  addressed  a  communication  through  the  same  officer  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  asking  him  to  have  my  case  referred  to  the  Jadge- 
Advocate-General  for  a  decision,  if  proper,  or  that  I  might  be  sent  to 
Brigadier-General  Keiley,  commanding  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  be 
paroled  to  go  to  my  liome  inside  of  the  Federal  lines,  on  account  of  my 
infirm  health  from  long  confinement,  until  a  final  decision  could  be  had. 
1  again  addressed  you  on  the  L'Lith  of  August,  referring  you  to  my  letter 
to  the  Secretary  ot  War  of  August  S,  asking  you  to  take  some  action 
toward  effecting  my  final  discharge  and  exchange.     Not  hearing  from 

•  S.-c  [.ndlow  t..  I  mill,  July  llj,  p.  1127. 
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you,  r  am  constrained  to  address  you  again,  hoping  that  some  action  may 
be  had  in  my  ease.  Justice  asks  it.  Humanity  demands  it.  God 
enjoins  it:  "  Do  unto  all  men  as  you  would  they  should  do  unto  you." 
I  have  been  in  condnement  ten  mouths.  The  evidence  in  my  case  has 
all  been  taken  and  recorded,  and  as  I  stated  to  you  iu  my  letter  of  July 
13,  to  which  I  refer  you,  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  crimi- 
nate me.  There  was  no  flag  of  truce.  The  parties  were  not  soldiers 
but  spies;  and  it  was  positively  proven  that  I  was  in  Charlostown,  eight 
miles  from  the  place,  when  the  occurrence  took  place  with  which  I  am 
chargetl.  I  was  captured  prior  to  any  interruption  of  exchanges,  and 
all  officers  capturetl  long  since  have  been  exchanged.  I  am  entitled  to 
my  exchange  ;is  soon  as  the  charges  against  me  can  be  removed.  I  cer- 
tainly have  been  detained  sulii(ueutly  long  to  have  had  a  full  and  fair 
investigation,  and  should  not  be  nuxde  to  snfler  when  innocent.  Permit 
me  to  urge  this  matter,  hoping  that  you  may  give  it  your  earliest 
attention. 

Very  respectfully, 

ROBERT  \V.  BAYLOR, 
Captain,  Tictl/th    Virginia  Caralry,  C.  .">'.  Army. 

[rml.jrseu.ent. J 

Office  fiF  Commiss.iry-General  of  Prisoners, 

October  IS,  IS63. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  he  considered  with 
papers  referred  on  the  :!lst  of  August.    On  July  17  a  petition  of  Captaiu 
Baylor  to  be  informed  of  the  result  of  his  trial  was  referred  to  Major- 
Geueral  Schenck,  but  no  reply  was  made. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel    Third  Infantry  and  Cominissary-Oenerai  o/  Prisoners. 


FoKT  Delaware,  Del.,  Octohrr  r,  1st::-:. 
Surg.  J.  SiJirsuN,  U.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Director  Middle  Department,  Baltimore,  Mil.: 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  list*  of  the  deaths  of 
prisoners  of  war  nt  this  post  dniinu  the  month  of  September.  The 
mortality  is  to  me  fearful  and  it  is  a  melancholy  proof  of  your  oft- 
expressed  views  as  to  the  unlitiiess  of  this  wet  island  as  a  dc[»it  for 
large  inimhers  of  men. 

1  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

II.  i:.  SILLIMAX, 
Assistant  Siirfjed}!,  ['.  .V.  Army,  in  Cltarge. 

lludurs.lLielit 

Office  of  Medical  Director. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Ortoher  0,  l^i: :. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 
whose  earnest  and  caretul  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  out  of,  say, 
7.0UO  prisoners  not  sick  or  wounded  when  sent  to  Fort  Delaware  some 
•'UJO  have  died  in  the  i)ast  month.  This  is  a  horrid  mortality,  antl  I 
think  mei'i'  humanity  should  cause  us  to  select  a  more  healthy  place  for 
prisoners  of  war. 

GEORGE  SUCKLEY, 
Surg.,  r.  .y.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Medii-al  Director  Middle  Department. 

•Uiiutteii.      Uull  >U(.\v-H  ;;i7  riilistcd  lut-ii  ..ml  U  oiti/eiia. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  October  7,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 
General:  Thedifficultyofcollecting  the  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson 
prisoners  is  much  greater  than  was  anticipated.  Although  their  inten- 
tion to  return  to  service  is  no  doubt  made,  still  it  is  impossible  to  get 
them  from  their  homes,  except  by  armed  force,  until  they  are  notified 
that  they  have  been  regularly  exchanged.  I  cannot  possibly  spare  a 
sufficient  cavalry  force  from  the  front  to  gather  these  men  up,  and  my 
only  hope  of  securing  their  services  is  to  be  promptly  notified  from  the 
War  Office  of  their  exchange  as  soon  as  made. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBT  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General.  Commanding. 

[First  indorseraent.] 

ADjrTA>'T  AXD  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Xovemher  9,  1S63. 
Respectfully  rofeired  to  Gol.  Eobert  Ould,  commissioner,  &c. 
Is  there  any  oi dor  relating  to  the  Port  Hudson  prisoners  to  be  issued? 
By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

n.  L.  CLAY, 
Afifii.itant  A djuiant- General. 


Ricnr'.iOND,  Xoremher  li,  186.3. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Ijxchange  Notice  Xo.  7  specifically  declares  the  Port  Hudson  prison- 
ers exchanged.  Xotices  Nos.  0  and  7  mention  wliat  Yicksburg  prisoners 
have  been  exchanged. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exrhange. 


War  Department.  xVoji'tant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  8,  18fi3. 
MaJ.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

('o)ndg.  Dept.  of  Virginiii  and  Xarlk  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe.   Va.: 

Sir:  The  proceedings  of  the  militarv  commission  instituted  for  tfie 
trial  of  David  M.  Wright,  of  Xorfolk,  i'n  Special  Orders,  Nos.  lOo.  10(5, 
and  li>7,  of  1863,  from  the  head([uarters  Department  of  Virginia,  have 
been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  Uiuted  States.  Tl-.e  following 
arc  his  remarks  in  the  case: 

OcTonEK  7,  XH't'i. 

1  'pun  tlie  prpsent.ation  of  tho  rooord  in  this  case  and  the  examinatidii  ttioreot'.  aiilecl 
1i>  till'  report  tlifreim  of  tfio  .hulge-Advorate-Oenera!.  and  on  liilt  liearinn'nf  connsrl 
tnr  tlio  accused,  being  satislird  tliat  no  propiT  qurstion  remained  open  cxi^ept  as  to 
tlio  sanity  ot'  the  accused.  I  lauscl  a  very  lull  I'xamination  to  be  made  mi  tliat 
ijui'stiou,  upon  a  great  amonnt  ofevidonci-.  inciuding  allort'ered  by  counsel  of  arc  used, 
by  ail  ex)iert  of  high  reputation  in  that  profca-sional  deiiartment,  who  thereon  reports 
to  me.  as  hi.s  opinion,  that  the  .accused,  hr.  Uavid  M.  Wright,  was  not  insane  prior  to 
or  on  the  llth  (bxy  of  .July,  186:i.  the  date  uf  tlie  homicide  of  Lieutenant  Sanborn; 
lliat  lie  lias  not  been  insane  since,  and  is  not  insane  now  (October  7.  1863).  I  there- 
fore approve  the  finding  and  sentence  of  the  niifitarv  commission,  and  direct  that 
till'  major-general  iu  comraond  of  the  dcpartiiicut  inrluding  the  place  of  trial,  and 
wliciein  the  convict  is  now  in  custody,  ap|ioinl  lime  and  idace  and  carry  said  sentence 
into  execution. 

ABRAHA.M   LINCOLN. 
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The  following  are  tbe  fliicliug  and  sentence  of  the  commission : 

Of  the  specification  :  Guilty. 

Of  tlie  cliaige:  (Jiiilty. 

And  thereupon  the  lourt  sentence  the  accused.  David  M,  Vrright,  of  Norfolk  phy- 
sician, to  be  hung  by  the  neck  niitil  he  bo  dead,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be 
appiiinted  by  the  major-ijeneral  in  command  of  this  department  or  by  the  President 
of  tbe  (ruiteil  .States,      fhe  court  was  nuaniraoiis  in  this  sentence. 

The  President  directs  that  you  carry  the  sentence  into  execution  in 
accordance  with  hi.s  oiders  above  quoted. 

I  iiave  the  houor  to  be,  sir,  very  resiiectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant 

E.  D.  TOVVNSEXD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Commissioner  foe  Exciiangk, 

Fort  Monroe.   Va.,  October  8,  ISflo. 
Maj.  Oen.  E.  A.  Hitcixcock, 

Conimissionei  of  Kxehamjes.  WasItin[/ton,  IK  C: 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  tlie  instructions  contained  in  yonr  letter  of 
the  .".til  instant,  I  submitted  tlie  letters  from  S.  1).  Cult^ert.son  and  A. 
Mclnnes,  esquires,  therein  inclosed,  to  Mr.  Ould.  iulormini;-  him  that  we 
knew  of  no  prisoners  in  our  hands  held  under  similar  circumstances, 
and  inviting  Inm,  if  he  knew  of  any.  to  name  them,  and  make  a  mutual 
exchange.  [  explained  to  .Mr.  (Juld  that  the  U.  S.  auth(nities  did 
not  hold  any  person  a  jn-isouer  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  citizen 
of  the  South,  but  always  for  some  special  cause.  I  al.so  informed  him 
that  if  he  conld  not  name  any,  that  within  twenty-four  hours  after  any 
given  time  the  U.  S.  authorities  could  seize  any  required  number  of 
seees.sionists  in  the  South,  to  be  exchanged  for  tho.se  referred  to.  J^r. 
Ould,  111  reply,  stated  that,  notwithstanding,  he  would  not  make  any 
special  exchange,  but  that  he  was  willing  to  make  any  arrangement 
which  will  be  at  all  reciprocal,  and  ho  expres.ses  himself  perfectly  will- 
ing to  Join  in  any  general  principle  ot  exchange. 

In  this  connection  I  will  state  that  Mr.  Ould  informed  mo  that  the 
object  (it  the  rebel  authorities  in  arresting  citizens  was  a  retaliatory 
measure,  and  tor  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  bear  such  a  pressure  on 
the  r.  S.  authorities  as  to  cause  them  to  refrain  from  making  more 
arrests  of  sym|)athizers  with  the  South. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.   A.  MERKDITn. 
Uriijailier-General  and   Commissioner  for   I-!.itluin;;e. 


FURI'    MnXIME.  \'A.,    (hfiihir   >,   /S7,.V, 

MaJ.  (ien.  E.  A.  HiTOiirocic, 

Connnissioncr  of  Kxehnnijrs.  Wosliin/jfon,  I>.  ('.: 
Sir:  1  have  the  hoimr  to  acknowledge  the  rei'ei[it  nl'  your  li'tter  of 
October  .5,  1SU3,  and  iii  iei>ly  1  will  state  that  at  my  interview  with  the 
rebel  a-ent  of  exchange  1  demanded  the  relea.se  of  Cohmcl  Stici-ht 
and  his  command  to  aid  to  make  up  the  equivalent  tor  iiamlrd  olhccis 
and  men  declared  exchanged  by  him.  Mr.  Ould  declined  on  the  ground 
that  on  the  last  notice  of  exchange  which  wt>  imblishedtlie  balance  was 
in  his  favor,  at  the  same  time  handing  me  a  written  statement  to  that 
etfcct,  wliicli  I  had  the  honor  to  hand  you  in  person,  iiis  reply  was 
the  same  lu  lelation  to  (.'oloiiel  I'owell. 
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Mr.  Onid  iiiformed  me  that  he  should  proceed  to  declare  exchanges, 
■whenever  lie  conscieutiously  felt  that  he  had  the  right  to  do  so,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  men  into  the  tield. 

I  am,  "eueral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Briijadkr-  Geiwral  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Carroll  Prison,  October  S,  1S63. 

Col.   llOBERT    Ol'LD, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 
Colonel:  Ou  the  16th  of  July  I  was  takeu  from  our  Confederate 
orticeis  in  the  Old  Capitol  and  placed  in  close  conlinemeut,  as  Super- 
intendent ^Vood  supposed,  as  a  hostage  for  Captains  Sawyer  aud  Flinn. 
Since  the  release  ot  Sawyer  aud  Fliuu  from  close  coutinement  Mr.  Wood 
has  endeavored  to  have  me  released,  but  Colouel  Hotfman,  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  will  not  order  my  release,  nor  will  he  state  why  or 
for  what  purpose  I  am  still  held  iu  close  contiuemeut.  The  superin- 
tendent is  unable  to  find  out  why  I  am  held.  I  was  placed  iu  close 
confinement  the  same  day  that  General  Lee  and  Ca[)tain  Winder  were, 
and  it  was  believed  by  all  the  ofdcers  of  the  prison  that  I  was  a  hostage 
for  Sawyer  and  Flinn.  I  would  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  if  you 
would  represent  my  case  to  General  Meredith,  aud  have  me  exchanged 
when  our  ofdcers  are  and  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  them  until 
an  arrangement  for  an  exchange  is  efl'ected.  I  am  extremely  anxious 
to  know  why  I  am  held.  Superintendent  Wood  has  tried  iu  vain  to  find 
out.     I  trust  you  will  attend  to  my  case  at  your  earliest  couvenieuce. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

ROBERT  H.  TYLER, 
Captain,  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 

[First  iiidi.rscnieDt.] 

Richmond,  October-  30,  1863. 
Respectfully    referred    to    Brigadier  General    Meredith,    agent    for 
exchange. 

Will  General  Meredith  inform  me  t'oi-  what  reasons  Captain  Tyler  has 
been  placed  iu  close  conlinemeut 'J 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Excliange. 

[Second  inaorsement.l 

Office  CoMMiysioNEB  of  Exchange, 

Flirt  Monroe,   !'«.,  Xoveinber  3,  1S63. 
Respectfully  retVrred  to  (.'ol.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
i:rig((ilirr  Oniertil  anil  Connninsioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  Co^imissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Xovember  IU,  1S63. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 
Captain  Tyler  .--tates  that  he  wrote  the  within  letter  at  the  suggestion 
of  .Mr.  Wood,  su[UM'iutendent  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  and  that  it 
was  sent  with  his  a[)i)r()\al  through  Mr.  Clark,  his  assistant. 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
Ctilnnil    riiinl    Infantry  (tnd   (  Diuinis.sargirciii  r<(l  of  I'rixuners. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        3b'3 

Office  CoivrMissARY-rrENERAL  of  Prisoners 

Washinijton,  I).  ('.,  October  9,  \863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

Commandinij  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Point  Lookout,  ^[d.: 
General:  Iq  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,*  I  have  the 
honor  to  say  that  there  is  no  objection  to  the  visits  of  clergymen  to  the 
prisoners  at  stated  times,  provided  the  prisoners  have  no  objections  to 
such  visits.  There  must,  of  course,  be  no  doubt  about  the  unqualified 
loyalty  of  the  clergymen  admitted,  and  their  visits  must  be  for  reli- 
gious purposes  only,  and  not  to  engage  in  political  discussions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third   [nfantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  Fll.,  October  9,  ISdS. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Cununissury-Oeneral  of  Prisoners,  Wasliinyton: 
Colonel:  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  immedi- 
ate action  as  regards  the  construction  of  the  new  barracks  for  prisoners 
at  this  camp.  We  have  now  more  prisoners  than  we  have  barracks  for, 
and  are  lodging  them  in  outhouses  and  kitchens.  There  is  plenty  of 
vacant  ground  in  the  camp  that  can  be  used  for  building,  aside  from 
replacing  those  burned  last  year.  1  also  desire  the  erection  of  an 
additional  hospital  building  and  a  hospital  laundry.  The  present 
accommodations  are  meager,  temporary,  and  inconvenient.  I  Lim  now 
using  the  chapel  for  hospital  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ClIAS.  V.   DE  LAND, 
Colonel  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  Cominandimi  Post. 


RlCIITMONn,   (htol„r  ,1,  ISCS. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston  : 

The  otticers  captured  at  Port  Hudson  are  prisoners  in  the  eneinv's 
hands  and  not  exchanged,  nor  are  they  likely  to  be  exchanged  soon. 
The  men  there  paroled  or  released  are  regarded  as  exchanged^  and  will 
be  so  announced. 

S.  COOPEIJ, 
Adjutant  and   Inspector  General. 


l;u  IIMnM).   (h-ti,her   H.  7,sy,;/. 

General  Bragg,  near  Chattanooga  : 

Chaplains  are  to  be  unconditionally  released.  Hope  is  entertained 
that  a  similar  agreement  maybe  made  as  to  surueons.  In  tin'  mean- 
time it  is  suggested  that  you  retain  those  you  have  taken.  If  released, 
it  may  prevent  the  agreement. 

S.  COOPKR, 
Adjutant  and   Inspector  dtneral. 

-  <JUllttl-(l. 
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M.ij.  James  B.  Dorman  makes  a  report  of  the  fight  at  Wytheville 
and  makes  inquiries  respecting  paroled  prisoners. 

OCTOBEB  9,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Col.  J.  S.  Preston. 

The  men  named  within  are  not  bound  by  the  paroles  given  by  them. 
The  Yankee  authorities  have  notified  me  that  they  would  not  expect  us 
to  recognize  any  such  paroles  given  after  the  23d  of  May  last.  They 
have  also  issued  a  General  Order,  No.  L'07,  July  3,  1863,  to  the  same 
etlect.  Their  doctrine  is  that  all  captures  must  be  reduced  into  posses- 
sion and  the  parties  delivered  at  City  Point  or  at  Vicksburg,  unless  the 
commanders  of  two  opposing  armies  otherwise  agree.  If  the  Federals 
recognize  the  paroles  given  to  us,  I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  give  them 
credit  for  those  given  to  them.  This  should  satisfy  the  consciences  of 
the  parties.  If  the  Yankees  make  any  claim  to  these  paroles  they  will 
be  obliged  to  recognize  ours,  and  in  that  event  I  will  give  the  e(iuiva- 
lents  for  these  paroles.  N"o  one  could  ask  more  than  that.  The  men 
can  go  to  duty  immediately. 

RO.  (JULD, 
Agent  of  Exxhange. 


Brig.  Gen.  W.  IJ.  F.  Lee,  C.  S.  cavalry,  Fort  Monroe,  states  that  he 
has  been  iuformt'd  that  Captain  Sawyer,  for  whom  he  is  held  as  hostage, 
is  not  closely  coutined  like  himself  and  if  so  he  asks  that  he  shall  receive 
the  same  treatment. 

[Indorsemeut.] 

October  9,  1863. 
Respentfully  returned  to  General  Meredith,  agent  of  eKchange. 
Captain  Sawyer  is  treated  like  all  the  other  officers  who  are  prisoners 
of  war.     He  associates  with  them  aud  is  in  the  same  looru.     As  far  as 
treatment  is  concerned  he  is  under  no  ban  or  disability.     I  have  so 
informed  Ireueral  Meredith  before. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  E.n-luotge. 


Chicago,  III..  Ovtoher  10,  lSii3. 

Col.  W.    EOFFMAN. 

C'ommiKsa>-i/-(icncral  of  Prisoners,  Witshimjton,  D.  C: 
S[U:  I  have  the  houor  to  transmit  herewith  my  re]iort  of  inspection 
of  depot  for  prisoners  of  war  near  Sandusky,  Ohio.     I  am  now  eugiiged 
inspecting  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III. 

Verv  respectfully,  \-our  obedient  servant,  ' 

A.  M.  CLARK. 
Sin-genti  un'l  Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  W'dr. 

:rinl.isnro.l 

Report  of  intpection  of  cum  p  (iml  Held  hospital  at  Depot  for  Prisoners  of 
War  near  Saiuluski/.  Ohio,  October  7,  1863;  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and 
acting  medical  inspector  prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp — Depot  for  Prisoners  of  War  near  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  Commander  of  camp — Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Pierson,  Uotiman's 
Battalion.  Command  and  strength — prisoners  of  war,  -,2'o3;  guard, 
lloft'nian's  Battalion.  K!  ofliceis.  .Wt  rank  and  tile:  total, l,',6.'5;>.  Location 
ol  uarnp — luhiisou's  Ishuul,  Sandusky  Hay,  three  miles  northeast  of  San- 
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dusky,  Ohio.  Time  occupied— established  January,  1862.  Water- 
source  and  supply,  by  pipes  and  pump  from  Lake  Erie;  quality  and 
ert'ects,  slijrhtly  impregnated  with  lime  from  extensive  beds  of  sulphate 

of  lime  in  tlie  bay.     Fuel — wood  abundant,  from  island  mostly.     8oil 

loam  and  turf;  subsoil,  sand  and  gravel.  Drainage — poor,  island  flat  no 
ai  tiflcial  drainage.  Topography — island  mostly  flat  woodland.  .Mete- 
orology— frequent  raius,  nearly  constant  winds  west  and  northwest. 
Police  of  camp— very  good  in  Federal  quarters  and  hospital,  very  bad 
in  prisoners'  quarters  and  hospitals.  Discipline  in  camp — lax.  Duties 
in  eamij — for  prisoners,  none  that  I  could  ascertain,  except  policing 
when  they  choose.  Tents  or  huts — position,  barracks  two  stories  ou  two 
sides  of  an  oblong  sijuare;  quality,  good;  ventilation,  very  poor,  in  hos- 
pital barracks  absolutely  none  except  by  windows;  sutHciency,  barracks 
somewliat  crowded;  utter  insufdciency  of  hospital  room,  both  Federal 
and  prison.  Heating- by  stoves.  Sinks— construction,  excavated 
about  eighteen  feet  long,  hve  feet  wide,  and  five  feet  deep,  covered  by 
sheds;  condition  and  position,  twelve  in  number,  in  rear  of  barracks 
about  7.")  to  100  feet;  management,  bad;  they  are  nearly  tilled  up  and  in 
filthy  condition ;  no  new  ones  being  prepared.  Eemoval  of  otJai,  Ac— 
not  well  attended  to;  no  receptacles  provided  for  ottal  and  slops  from 
cook-Iiouses  or  barracks.  Previous  use  of  camp— tarm  and  woodland. 
Eatu)ns— abundant  and  very  good.  Cooking  in  camp— tor  guard,  good" 
lor  prisoners,  by  themselves,  and  cousequentlv  carelessly  done;  arrau'nv 
meuts  good.  Inspection  of  food— said  to  be  strict.  ( Jvens— four  excel- 
lent stationary  ovens,  sufficient  to  bake  3,000  loaves  per  diem;  admir- 
ably kept.  Vegetables— plentiful.  Cleanliness  of  men  and  clothintj— 
tolerable;  prisoners  being  mostly  othcers,  take  some  pride  in  personal 
condition;  in  the  hospitals  cleanliness  is  not  as  well  attended  to  as  it 
should  be.  Quality  of  clothing— mainly  good.  Quantity  of  clothing- 
sufficient.  Blankets  and  bedding— sufficient  in  quantity,  but  poor  iii 
quality  as  regards  bedding.  Habits  of  men— Federals  tolerably  rk-aulv 
and  orderly;  prisoners  not  inclined  to  do  more  than  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Condition  of  men— by  no  means  as  good  as  it  would  "be  were 
strict  discipline  enforced.  Hospital  buildings- for  guard,  entirely 
insufficient;  for  prisoners,  require  repairs:  all  want  increased  ventila- 
tion. Hospital  police— good  in  hospital  for  guard,  very  bad  in  prison- 
ers' hospital.  Hospital  discipline— lax.  Hospital  diet  and  cooking- 
good  in  hospital  for  guard;  seems  to  be  carelessly  attended  to  for  pris- 
oners. Hospital  heat  and  ventilation— well  heateil  by  stoves;  ventila- 
tion nearly  utterly  lost  sight  of.  Hospital  capacitv— guard  hospital 
has  proper  space  for  twelve;  prison  for  sixty.  Number  sick— guard  S, 
prisoners  52.  State  of  medical  supplies  and  surgical  instruments- 
good.  State  of  hospital  records-very  carelessly  kept.  State  of  hospital 
accounts— prison  hospital  fund  not  kept  distinct  from  general  prison 
tund;  .s4,Sl»0  prison  lund  on  band.  State  of  hospital  fund— for  ijuard, 
aboutSlOO.  Reports— not  well  kei)t  u[).  -Medical  attendance—entirely 
insufficient;  but  one  medical  officer  and  he  not  well  posted  in  military 
duties.  Nursing— careless.  Interments— carelessly  made;  cemetery 
one-half  mile  from  camp,  not  fenced  in,  and  ilisturbed  by  cattle. 
Diseases  prevalent— typhoid  fever  and  pneumonia.  Diseases  zymotic- 
smallpox;  three  cases  now  on  liand;  patients  are  properly  isolated,  hut 
vaccination  not  strictly  attended  to.  Wounds  and  operations — opera- 
tions mostly  minor;  but  one  amputation  has  been  performed,  b'ecov- 
eries  from  diseases  and  wounds— patients  said  to  recover  readilv,  but 
this  would  be  more  certain  if  greater  advantages  were  atfbrded.  "  Mor- 
tality from  diseases  and  wounds— average  0.2  per  cent,  for  last  four 
months. 
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Medical  officer— Surg.  T.  Woodbridge,  Hoft'man's  Battalion,  present 
siuce  February,  1862,  is  evidently  a  skillful  practitiouer  of  medicine, 
but  is  not  well  informed  as  to  his  military  duties.  He  delegates  too 
much  of  his  authority  to  his  subordinates,  nurses,  &c.,  and  conse- 
quently much  of  the  duty  is  carelessly  performed,  or  not  at  all.  Hos- 
pital steward — E.  S.  Keith,  U.  S.  Army. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Piersoii  informs  me,  in  answer  to  the  question  as 
to  how  the  prison  hospital  fund,  as  well  as  the  articles  purchased  from 
it,  is  accounted  for,  that  no  hospital  fund  is  kept  distinct  from  the 
general  prison  fund.  The  articles  purchased  are  the  usual  articles  of 
diet  for  the  sick,  underclothing,  table  furniture,  straw  for  bedding, 
lumber  for  repairs  to  hospital,  lime  for  whitewashing  aud  disinfecting 
purposes,  stoves,  &c.  Of  the  less  perishable  articles  an  accurate  list 
is  kept,  that  the  exact  ([uantity  on  iiand  may  be  always  known  and 
accounted  for.  The  police  of  the  whole  camp,  excepting  the  officers' 
([uarters,  and  to  a  certain  extent  the  guard  barracks  and  hospital,  is 
most  inexcusably  neglected.  Some  of  the  beds  in  the  prisoners'  hos- 
pital are  in  a  horribly  tilthy  condition ;  tiie  bed  pans  not  properly 
attended  to;  the  floors  show  no  evidence  of  ever  having  been  cleansed. 
All  this,  with  the  crowded  state  of  the  wards  (but  two  being  occupied, 
the  other  two  requiring  repairs),  the  after  absence  of  ventilation,  and 
the  insufficient  use  of  disinfectants,  creates  such  a  vitiated  state  of  the 
atmosphere  as  to  render  the  wards  unfit  for  occupation.  There  is  a 
deficiency  of  hospital  underclothing,  and  this  with  the  bedding  is  not 
properly  washed.  The  nurses  (prisoners)  are  not  kept  up  to  their 
duties  with  sufficient  strictness.  The  latrines  are  not  properly  attended 
to,  or  their  location  changed  sufficiently  often,  and  consequently  are  in 
filthy  condition.  Much  of  the  fault  undoubtedly  lies  with  the  prisoners 
themselves,  but  were  deficiencies  once  supplied  aud  strict  discipline 
enforced  a  much  better  condition  of  things  would  soon  ensue.  The 
facilities  for  obtaining  water  for  laundry  and  other  purposes  is  very 
deficient,  one  pump  being  the  only  present  available  means.  Recepta- 
cles for  garbage  and  other  otlal  from  the  cook-houses  and  barracks 
should  be  provided.  Lime  or  some  more  powerful  disinfecting  agent 
should  be  used  much  more  freely.  The  prisoners'  barracks  should  be 
thoroughly  ]iolice(l  every  dny,  instead  of  once  a  week,  as  I  understand  to 
be  the  case  at  present.  I  observed  several  chamber  utensils  in  the 
barracks.  These  should  only  be  allowed  in  the  hospital.  Increased 
hospital  accommodation  is  needed.  Room  should  be  provided  for  at 
least  120  prisoners  and  20  troops.  At  present  there  is  room  for  but 
sixty  prisoners,  even  were  the  wards  in  repair.  The  rooms  used  as  a 
post  hospital  will  accomniod;ite  but  twelve.  More  medical  officers  are 
urgently  required  at  this  post.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  one  officer 
to  i>roperly  discharge  all  the  iluties  required  of  him.  At  least  two 
more  medical  officers  sJioiild  he  stationed  here. 

With  the  above  exinqition^.  liie  nM|iiireinents  of  the  circular,  office 
UiiMiuii.>sary-(leiieral  (if  i'li^oiK-rs,  .July  7,  lSti2,  are,  so  far  as  I  could 
ascertain,  well  carried  out. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
,Stir</n)ii  aii'l  Ai-tiiiij  Mviticdl  [niipectoi-  Prisoners  of  War. 


[October  10,  1803.— For  Cencral  Orders,  No.  17,  Department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  diiecting  execution  of  David  M.  Wright 
on  October  16,  1S63,  see  Scries  I,  \  ol.  XXIX,  Part  II,  p.  o22.j 
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CONFEDEBATB   STATES   OF   AMERICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT 

Richmond,  October  10,  1.963. 
Lieut.  Col.  X.  G.  Watts,  Mobile,  Ala..- 

Sir:  ah  the  prisouers  taken  at  Port  Hudson  and  there  paroled  bv 
Banks  are  free  to  go  to  duty.  Neither  our  Government  nor  the  Federal 
recognize  the  parole.  A  general  order  to  this  ertect  will  issue  in  a 
i'ew  days.  All  Confederate  prisoners  who  have  been  delivered  at  any 
other  point  than  Vicksburg  or  City  Point  can  immediately  return  to 
their  commands,  where  such  delivery  was  made  since  the  23d  of  May 
last.  You  need  not  recognize  any  parole  given  since  the  23d  of  May 
last  which  was  not  in  pursuance  of  a  distinct  agreement  made  between 
the  commanders  of  the  two  opposing  armies.  Prisoners  must  be 
reduced  into  possession  and  delivered  either  at  Vicksburg  or  City 
Point,  unless  there  is  some  distinct  agreement  to  the  contrary  made 
by  the  commanders  of  the  two  opposing  armies.  The  deliveries  made 
at  Mobile  or  Port  Hudson  will  not  be  recognized.  All  such  can  imme- 
diately return  tn  duty.  The  Yankees  have  forced  us  to  assume  this 
position.  There  is  no  danger  to  our  people  in  returning  to  duty, 
because  the  Federals  recognize  the  full  force  of  the  rule  and  acijuiesce 
iu  it.  They  have  done  the  same  tiling  with  tiie  captures  made  by  us. 
l-iesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULl). 
Aijent  iif  E.rchdmje. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Davis,  Demopolis,  Ala.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Vermillion  Bayou.  Ortob'T  11,  l^6i. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Forces,  Xew  Iberia  .- 

Sir:  The  Hon.  Albert  Voorbies,  Judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Loui- 
siana, has  been  made  prisoner  by  our  forces  and  ordered  to  ISTew 
Orleans.  The  major-general  commanding  the  department  has  per- 
mitted him  to  go  on  his  i)aro]e  of  honor  to  his  residence  at  Saint 
Martinsville,  from  which  place  he  is  to  proceed  on  Wednesday  next, 
the  14th  instant,  to  New  Iberia,  where  he  will  surrender  himself  into 
your  custody  to  be  transported  to  Xew  Orleans  and  turned  over  to  the 
custody  of  the  provost-marslialgeneral  of  the  deiiartment.  Col.  E.  G. 
Beckwith.  The  major-general  commanding  has  ordered  that  Judo-e 
Voorhies' family  shall  be  allowed  to  accomiiany  him  to  New  Orleans 
and  remain  there  with  him.  lie  also  desires  that  the  jiidi:e  and  his 
family  should  be  treated  with  the  mo>t  perfejt  respect  and  courtesy 
during  the  Journey  ami  that  e\ery  comfort  practicable  shall  be  fur- 
iiislied  to  them  while  en  route.  Vou  will  please  detail  a  discreet  and 
careful  officer  to  accompany  the  Judge  as  far  as  Ilrashear  City,  where 
he  will  be  transferre<l  to  the  cjjarge  of  the  provost-marshal',  with  a 
cojiy  of  these  instructions. 

I  have  Ihe  honor  to  i.e,  sir,  very  resiieetfullv,  vour  most  ohedient 
servant, 

CHAS.   P.  STOXK. 
Brigudier-Genvral  and  Chief  of  .Staf. 
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Office  Commissary-Genebal  of  Psisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  12, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Point  Lookout,  Md.: 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  8th,*  coutaiuing  plau  aud  estimate  for 
barracks  at  Point  Lookout,  is  received,  and  will  be  immediately  laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  do  not  agree  with  you  in  recommend- 
ing one  room  without  windows,  100  feet  by  35,  to  receive  TOO  men.  I 
am  satisfied,  from  my  own  experience  and  the  reports  of  medical  oflfi- 
cers,  that  a  building  100  feet  by  I'l,  with  three  tiers  of  bunks,  will 
accommodate  150  men,  and  not  more.  I  have  ordered  J, 000  prisoners 
froin  Fort  Delaware  to  Point  Lookout,  and  will  order  as  many  more, 
perhaps  3,000,  as  soon  as  I  can  have  tents  sent  down. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  ami  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Cojoiissauy-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  B.  C,  October  12,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Piersox, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ters of  the  1st  and  Gth  instant.  You  must  expect  that  the  prisoners 
will  frequently  discuss  the  chances  of  escape  from  the  island,  and  make 
plans  and  threats  to  accomplish  what  they  so  much  desire,  aud  they 
will  nuike  the  eflbrt  if  ever  an  inviting  opportunity  offers.  But  the 
difficulties  iu  the  way  are  very  great,  independent  of  the  guard,  and 
so  long  as  it  is  vigilant  aud  prepared  there  is  no  danger  that  the  pris- 
oners will  sacrifice  so  many  lives,  as  they  must  do  in  any  such  desper- 
ate attempt,  when,  even  if  they  should  overcome  them,  their  final 
escape  would  be  so  doubtful.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  either  to  ask  for 
additional  companies  or  for  the  presence  of  the  steamer  Michigan.  I 
have  heard  of  the  attempted  escape  of  three  prisoners  by  sawing  off 
one  of  the  pickets.  If  you  tliink  it  advisable,  cover  the  picketing  on 
the  inside  with  boards,  aud  pay  for  it  out  of  the  prison  fund.  You 
must  exercise  your  own  Judgment  in  the  matter  of  overcoats  in  partic- 
ular cases.  Those  who  have  a  good  supply  of  outer  clothing  should 
not  be  permitted  to  receive  a  greatcoat.  They  can  keep  themselves 
warm  by  remaining  in  the  house.  There  is  no  objection  to  their  receiv- 
ing a  reasonable  numl)er  of  blankets,  not  shawls. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  awl  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Mobile,  October  12,  1863. 
Gcneriil  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  awl  Inspector  General: 

Acting  Master  Myers  and  crew,  under  orders  from  Admiral  Buchanan, 
captured  the  Leviathan  in  Mississippi  River,  but  were  afterward  recai)- 
tured  by  the  enemy  and  arc  in  irons  in  New  Orleans.  Shall  I  retaliate 
on  the  officers  whom  I  have? 

D.  H.  MAUEY, 

Major  (jfneraL 
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Office  Comjiissabt-General  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  12,  186S.: 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  G.  Meigs, 

l^uarterntaster- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washinf/ton,  D.  C: 
General:  It  will  be  necessary  to  send  an  additional  number  of 
prisoners  of  war  to  Point   Lookout,  Md.,  and    I   have  the  honor  to 
request  that  a  sulticient  number  of  common  tents  may  be  sent  there 
to  accommodate  2,000,  at  four  to  a  tent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  mid  CommissaryOeneral  of  Priubners. 


[October  13,  1863. — For  Rosecrans  to  Brajig,  protesting  against 
retention  of  Union  medical  officers  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  Kosecrans 
to  Hottman,  reporting  same,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  IV, 
p.  333.] 


Office  Commfssary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wajihimjton,  D.  C,  October  13,  1S6.3. 
MaJ.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Commandimj  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
(rENERAL:  LieuteuautColonel  Pierson  reports  to  me  that  a  number 
of  prisoners  under  sentence  of  death  have  been  sent  to  the  depot  of 
.Johnson's  Island  to  be  executed  at  some  future  day,  and  he  learns  that 
more  are  to  be  ordered  there  from  various  places.  I  would  respectfully 
represent  that  there  are  no  prison  accommodations  at  the  depot  other 
than  the  ordinary  prisoners  of  war,  except  a  small  guard-house,  with 
an  adjoining  prison  for  tlio  use  of  the  garrison,  and  without  special 
arrangements  to  meet  such  purposes,  not  more  than  tuo  or  three  pris- 
oners should  be  sent  there  for  execution  at  a  time.  During  tlie  summer 
season  more  could  be  takeu  care  of,  because  they  liave  cells  in  which 
they  can  be  condned,  but  at  this  season  of  the  year  all  have  to  occupy 
the  same  room,  which  is  by  no  means  a  secure  one.  I  have  therefore 
to  request  that  there  may  be  at  no  time  more  than  two  or  three  pris- 
oners under  sentence  of  death  at  this  liepnt.  Rebel  prisoners  under 
sentence  of  confinement  for  the  war  may  be  held  there  without  incon- 
venience, but  Federal  soldiers  under  sentence  to  labor  and  confinement 
should  not  be  sent  there.  If  the  prisoners  now  there  are  not  to  be 
executed  within  a  short  time  I  suggest  that  they  may  be  ordered  else- 
where. 

I  am,  tceueral,  very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  IIOFFMAX, 

Colonel   Third  Lifintry  and  (/ommisKary-Oenentl  <if  Prisoners. 


Office  (roniissAUY  General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  f>.  V.,  October  13,  1M3. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith. 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General  :  On  reading  over  Mr.  OuUVs  letter  I  have  thought  it  would 
be  iu  my  power  to  make  some  suggestions  which  will  perhaps  aid  you 
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in  giving  a  clear  view  of  the  ease  from  our  side.  I  inclose  a  copy*  of 
my  letter  of  the  20th  of  May  to  Colonel  Ludlow,  covering  General 
Orders,  Nos.  49  and  100,  and  communicating  to  him  instructions  relating 
to  paroles.  You  will  notice  that  the  orders  and  the  cartel  are  to  govern 
our  forces.  Whenever  the  cartel  conflicts  with  the  orders,  they,  of 
course,  must  be  set  aside.  The  cartel  requires  that  prisoners  of  war 
shall  be  delivered  at  certain  named  places,  and  if  they  are  not  sodehv- 
ered  the  paroles  cannot  be  valid.  In  consequence  of  the  usage  which 
had  governed  both  parties  up  to  that  time,  instructions  were  subse- 
quently issued  that  paroles  given  before  the  22d  of  May  should  be 
coiisidere<I  valid,  though  deliveries  had  not  been  made  as  required  by 
the  cartel.  In  order  to  the  putting  in  force  these  instructions  it  was 
not  necessary  to  ask  Mr.  Quid's  consent.  We  were  only  bound  to 
norify  hira  that  from  that  time  the  cartel  would  be  rigidly  adhered  to 
by  us  and  the  same  course  would  be  exacted  of  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties. If  Mr.  Ould  wishes  paroles  recognized  when  the  parties  were  not 
delivered  at  the  places  named  in  the  cartel,  he  does  not  ask  that 
paroles  not  iu  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel  should  be 
regarded  as  valid. 

You  will  liave  no  difficulty  in  showing  that  his  declaration  of  the 
12th  ultimo  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  cartel.  The  reference  to 
the  acts  of  Colonel  Tjudlow  does  not  sustain  him,  for,  according  to  Mr. 
Quid's  own  letter,  Colonel  Ludlow  was  declaring  an  exchange  to  cover 
a  balance  due  on  declarations  previously  made  by  Mr.  Quid.  The 
troops  thus  declared  exchanged  by  Colonel  Ludlow  are  as  follows: 

Fiftieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers 371 

Seventy- fifth  Resiiiuent  Indiana  Vohmteers 268 

Third  Ohio  Volnnteers 311 

Tennessee  cavalry 58 

1,008 
Paroled  at  Mount  Sterlinj; 463 

Total 1,471 

Mr.  Ould  states  that  the  excess,  without  taking  into  account  the 
3[oaiit  Sterling  ca[)tnres,  was  2,290;  whereas  the  whole  number,  includ- 
ing said  captures,  amount  only  to  1,171.  If  iu  making  up  this  balance 
Lieutenant  Colouel  Ludlow  failed  to  give  rolls  and  numbers,  it  does  not 
justify  Mr.  Quid  in  anticipating  a  declaration  by  you  without  furnish- 
ing you  with  rolls  or  numbers  or  giving  you  time  to  consult  the  records 
to  make  tlieni  up  for  yourself.  When  the  paroling  is  properly  done 
both  parties  have  rolls,  and  there  can  be  little  difficulty  in  arranging 
an  exchange  to  be  simultaneously  declared.  Mr.  Ould  states  that 
when  the  Federal  troops  \rere  declared  exchanged  to  the  Gth  of  May 
the  Confederates  were  declared  eschauged  to  the  23d  of  May  inclusive. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  office  to  show  that  the  exchanges  on  both  sides 
were  not  alike.  The  Confederate  prisoners  delivered  between  the  two 
dates  amount  to  5, OS.'!  privates,  and  if  we  have  already  received  equiva- 
lents tor  them  they  should  be  deducted  from  my  former  computation. 
Without  counting  these,  the  number  covered  by  Mr.  Quid's  declaration 
of  September  12  and  tlie  subsequent  explanatory  declaration  of  Sep- 
tember26  amounts  to  39,450.  The  number  of  Federal  troops  on  parole 
to  September  1  and  declared  exchanged  amounts  to  23,911.  Theotti- 
cers  included  are  those  paroled  at  Gettysburg  and  elsewhere,  not  those 
delivered  at  City  Point.  The  numbers  above  given  differ  from  those 
given  to  you  at  my  visit  to  Fort  Monroe,  because  in  making  up  that 

■.See  Vol.  ^',  this  series,  p.  (370. 
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calculation  all  enlisted  men  were  counted  alike,  whereas  a  noncommis- 
sioned  officer  should  have  been  counted  as  two  privates.  Giving,  then, 
Mr.  Ould  credit  for  the  5,083  men,  which  he  states  were  delivered  at 
City  Point  between  the  6th  and  2ad  of  May,  and  declared  exchanged 
by  Colonel  Ludlow,  he  is  in  our  debt  5,5.39  enlisted  men.  Mr.  Ould 
states  that  he  has  in  his  possession  valid  paroles  amounting  to  at  least 
10,000  men.  For  all  the  prisoners  that  we  claim  as  on  parole  we  can 
show  the  rolls  of  delivery  at  the  places  named  iu  the  cartel,  receipted 
by  Confederate  officers,  and  if  he  will  show  similar  rolls  of  the  16,000 
men  he  speaks  of  they  will  of  course  be  recognized  as  valid  and  he  will 
be  credited  with  them. 

I  inclose  you  copies  of  correspondence  with  Colonel  Ludlow  to  show 
you  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  that  whenever  cases  occurred 
of  paroling  Confederate  troops  in  violation  of  the  general  orders  or 
cartel  they  were  declared  of  no  force.  I  also  inclose  an  extract  from 
a  letter  to  General  Schenck,  bearing  on  the  same  matter.  My  impres- 
sion is  that  the  order  of  General  Scheuck,  to  which  Mr.  Ould  refers, 
was  not  put  in  force.  I  inclose  herewith  an  abstract  of  the  Federal 
and  Confederate  troops  i)aroled  and  exchanged.  With  the  foregoing 
as  a  l)asis  you  will  have  no  difficultv  in  meeting  all  the  points  made  in 
31r.  Ould's  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

Colonel  Third  Inf(^n1rij  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  C,  October  l.>,  1^63. 
Col.  P.  A.  Porter, 

Comnmndinri  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
Colonel:  Please  say  to  Captain  Baylor  that  his  several  letters  have 
all  been  laid  before  the  proper  authorities  and  he  must  await  their 
action.     His  letter  of  the  7th  will  be  duly  attended  to  and  final  action 
iu  his  case  hastened  as  much  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Si'RIN(;field,  III.,  Oetoher  13,  IS63. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Conimissary-Genernl  of  Prisoners,  Washimiton,  I>.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  insi^ection 
of  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  111.  I  shall  corai)lete  the  inspection  nf 
Camp  Butler  at  this  place  to-morrow,  and  leave  on  the  15th  instant  for 
Alton,  III. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  ^L  CLARK, 
Surtieon  and  Aetintj  .Medical  Inspector  of  l^risoners  of  War. 

;rncl.,suro. 

Report  of  inspection  of  camps  and  field  hospitals  at  Camp  Douylas, 
Chicago,  III.,  October  9,  I'^ii'l.  by  A.  .1/".  Cl'irk.  surgeon  and  acting 
medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  ic((r. 

Designation  of  camp — Cam|)  Douglas,  ('onimander  of  ciinip— Col. 
Charles  ^^  De  Land,   First  Michigan  Sharpshooters.     Command  and 
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Strength— prisoners  of  war,  6,085;  guard,  First  Michigan  Sharpshoot- 
ers, 651;  Invalid  Corps,  309;  otlier  regiments,  18;  total,  978;  aggregate, 
7,063.    Location  of  camp— four  miles  south  of  center  of  city  of  Chicago, 
111.,  one-eighth  of  a  mile  east  of  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  Time  occupied- 
established  March,  1862;   present  occupation  since  August  18,  1863. 
Water— source  and  supply,  city  water- works,  from  lake ;  supply  deficient, 
there  being  but  three  hydrants  iu  camp;  ([uality  and  etfects,  good.  Fuel- 
coal  and  wood.    Soil— sandy,  very  good.     Drainage — very  deficient,  but 
works  are  in  progress  which  will  materially  improve  it.    Topography — 
prairie  land.    Meteorology — much  rain,  high  winds.    Police  of  camp — 
very  much  neglected,  except  in  barracks  of  Invalid  Corps.     Discipline 
in  camp — very  lax.     Duties  iu  camp — none  required  of  prisoners ;  many 
volunteer  to  work.    Tents  or  huts,  pattern  and  quality — all  the  bar- 
racks are  of  one  story,  the  pattern  is  good,  but  they  are  very  mucli  in 
need  of  repair.    Tents  or  huts,  ventilation — utterly  insufflcient.    Tents 
or  huts — sufficiency,  for  4,500  x^risoners,  if  all  barracks  were  fit  for  occu- 
pation, utterly  insufficient  for  present  number.    Tents  or  huts,  heating — 
hospital  and  guard  barracks  well  heated  by  stoves ;  very  few  of  the  prison 
barracks  are    heated    at   all.     Sinks,  construction — bad;    excavations 
twenty  feet  long,  six  feet  wide,  four  feet  deep ;  not  closed  in.     Sinks,  con- 
dition and  position — center  of  main  prisoners"  square  and  rear  of  guard 
barracks.     Sinks,  management — apparently  no  management  at  all,  in 
filthy  condition.     Removal  of  offal.  &:c. — not  well  attended  to ;  no  recep- 
tacles provided.     Previous  use  of  camp — first  as  fair  grounds  by  State 
Agricultural   Society,  then   as  depot   for  Federal    paroled  prisoners. 
Rations — abundant  and  good.    Cooking  in  camp — in  hospital  good,  for 
guard  tolerable,  in  prison  baracks  no  attention  is  paid  to  cooking  by 
authorities.   Portable  ovens — two  stationary  ovens  ready  for  use,  but  not 
used ;  two  others  could  be  readily  repaired  for  use.     \'egetables — plenty 
for  hospitals,  potatoes  only  issued  to  prisoners.     Cleanliness  of  men — 
guard  and  sick  very  good;  prisoners  generally  filthy;  deficient  facilities 
for  cleanliness.    Cleanliness  of  clothing— hospital  very  good;  laundry 
facilities  very  deficient.    (Quality  of  clothing— hospital  good.    Quantity 
ofclothing— -hospital  deficient,  very  deficient  for  prisoners;  some  clothing 
sent  to  [)risoners  by  friends.     Blankets  and  bedding— hospital  bedding 
is  very  deficient:  about  1,200  prisoners  are  without  blankets.     Habits 
of  men— some  would  be  cleanly  if  they  could,  but  most  are  filthy.    Con- 
dition of  men — bad.    Hospital  buildings — in  southwest  corner  of  camp; 
the  chapel  is  about  being  fitted  up  for  a  hospital.     Hospital  police — in 
hospital,  for  guard,  very  good:  in  prisoners'  hospital  not  as  good  as  it 
ought  to  be.  "  Hospital  discipline — not  as  strict  as  it  should  be.     Hos- 
pital diet  and  cooking — good,  but  cooking  arrangements  not  carefully 
inspected.    Hospital,  heat  and  ventilation — well  heated  by  stoves;  ven- 
tilation utterly  lost  sight  of.  Hospital, capacity— very  deficient:  ])resent 
capacity,  for  guard,  "iO :  prisoners,  120 ;  the  chapel  will  increase  this  to  ISO. 
Number   sick— guard  50.  prisoners  325.     State  of  medical  supplies — 
good.     State  ofsurgical  instruments — good,  but  deficient  in  ([uantity. 
State  (if  hospital  records — in  most  respects  well  kept.     State  of  hospi- 
tal accounts — well  kept.     State  of  hospital  fund — none  on  liand  for  pris- 
oners ;  about  $120  for  guard  hospital.    Reports — well  attended  to,  except 
report  of  deaths  to  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.     Medical  attend- 
ance— deficient ;  two  more  medical  officers  should  be  detailed  to  this  post. 
Nursing— nnrses  (rebel)  not  kept  under  sufficiently  strict  discipline. 
Interments — by  contract  iu  citycemetery.   Diseases.prevalent — typhoid 
fever,  pneumonia.     Diseases,  zymotic — several  cases  of  measles  which 
are  not  isolated  as  they  should  be.     Diseases,  prevention  of — not  suffi- 
cient care  taken  to  prevent  disease.     Wounds  and  operations — none 
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recent;  fifteen  cases  amputation  lower  extremities  entirely  recovered; 
operations  performed  elsewhere.  Recoveries  from  diseases — not  very 
ready;  would  be  better  if  liospital  was  not  overcrowded  and  ventilation 
more  perfect.  Mortality  from  diseases  since  August,  1863—0.4  per  cent. 
Medical  officers— Surg.  A.  F.  Whelau,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters, 
present  since  September  1,  1SG3;  Asst.  Surg.  G.  L.  Cornell,  First  Mich- 
igan Sharpshooters,  present  since  September  1,  1863;  Asst.  Surg.  I. 
Erown,  Sixty- fifth  Illinois  Volunteers,  present  since  February  ],  1863; 
Dr.  F.  A.  Emmons,  present  since  September  28, 1863,  contract  made  by 
Colonel  De  Land;  Dr.  G.  W.  Bicknell,  present  since  October  6,  1863, 
contract  made  by  Colonel  De  Laud. 

Water— tiiere  are  at  present  but  three  hydrants  provided  to  supply 
water  for  tlie  whole  camp.  These  are  utterly  inadequate,  but  the  post 
quartermaster  informs  me  that  he  intends  to  furnish  ten  additional, 
which  1  thiniv  will  suffice.  Drainage— a  sewer  is  being  laid,  comnmni- 
cating  with  the  lake;  this— a  i)lau  of  which  I  have  been  shown  by  the 
(luaitermaster— will  very  much  improve  the  present  condition  of  the 
camp,  but  still  is  not  sufficient,  as  it  only  runs  around  two  sides  of  the 
camp,  leaving  the  third  side  (the  Iburtli  side  being  higher  ground  does 
not  need  it^,  on  which  are  the  (piartersof  the  Invalid  Corps  detachment, 
unprovided  for.  Here  are  located  the  three  hydrants  now  in  use,  and 
the  ground  being  low  the  water  accumulates  in  pools.  In  addition  to 
this  a  ditch  runs  along  this  side  of  the  camp  just  inside  of  the  fence 
in  which,  no  proper  outlet  being  provided,  stagnant  water  collects.  A 
branch  of  the  sewer  should  be  run  down  this  side  of  tlie  camp;  it  might 
readily  be  done.  lu  many  places  about  the  prison  barracks  the  ground 
is  very  uneven  and  affords  lodging  places  for  water  and  refuse.  Police — 
this  important  matter  is,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  most  inexcusably 
neglected  over  the  whole  camp.  The  i[uarters  of  the  Invalid  Corps 
detachment,  undercommandof  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boyd,  and  tlie  guard 
hospital  and  its  cook  house,  are  models, deserving  the  highest  commen- 
dation. The  prisoners'  hospital  is  in  a  very  fair  condition,  but  not  as 
good  as  it  ougiit  to  be.  The  rest  of  the  camji  is  simply  tilthy  in  its  con- 
dition. Discipline— the  above  may  be  attributed  to  the  very  lax  state 
of  discipline  in  the  camp. 

Barracks— (1)  Quality— all  the  prisoners'  barracks  are  greatly  in 
need  of  repair;  there  is  not  a  door  and  hardly  a  window  among  them; 
a  large  proportion  of  the  bunks  are  so  mutilated  as  to  be  usele>s;  miuh 
of  the  flooring  and  siding  is  removed  and  the  open  tire-places  in  the 
cook-houses  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition:  the  roofs  of  all  require 
repairs.  (-')  Ventilation— an  attempt  at  ventilation  seems  to  have 
been  made  when  the  barracks  were  built  by  making  two  small  open- 
ings about  twenty  by  eight  inches  m  the  ridge  of  each  roof;  this  is 
utterly  insufficient,  or  will  be  so  when  the  barracks  are  repaired. 
Some  approved  mode  of  ventilation  should  be  adopted,  especially  in  the 
hospitals,  otherwise  when  cold  weather  sets  in  a  large  increase  in  cases 
of  pneumonia  will  have  to  be  looked  for.  (3)  Sufficiency— even  were 
all  the  barracks  in  repair,  there  is  ade(|uate  accommodation  for  but 
4,5(10  prisoners.  Barracks  for  some  1,.")00  additional  might  be  erected 
on  the  site  of  those  destroyed  liy  the  Federal  paroled  prisoners. 
(4)  Heating— the  guard  barracks  are  kept  too  warm,  there  being  two 
stoves  in  each,  while  but  very  few  (I  noticed  but  one  or  two)  of  the 
prisoners'  barracks  have  any.  Sinks— the  quartermaster  informs 
me  that  when  the  sewer  is  completed  he  intends  having  the  sinks 
placed  over  it.  This  will  be  well  if  a  sufficient  flow  of  water  can  be 
obtained  to  keep  the  sewer  clear.  Offiil— proper  receptacles 
should  be  provided  and  regularly  cleared.      Cooking— this,  as  is  too 
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often  the  case,  has  iasufficieut  attention  paid  it  by  the  proper  officers. 
In  the  hospital  it  is  well  and  in  the  guard  barracks  tolerably  well 
done,  but  no  attention  is  paid  to  and  few  utensils  provided  for  the  pris- 
oners' cooking.  There  are  two  good  ovens  in  the  bakery,  and  two  that 
could  very  readily  be  prepared  for  use,  and  I  could  learn  no  good  rea- 
son why  they  are  not  used.  These  should  be  capable  of  baking  5,000 
loaves  per  diem.  If  the  flour  were  baked  in  camp  instead  of  being 
done  by  contract  a  large  saving  would  be  the  result.  Cleanliness — 
there  is  a  great  deficiency  of  laundry  facilities.  The  hospital  laun- 
dry is  a  very  suiall  buildiug  furnished  with  two  20-gallou  boilers. 
Thirteen  20-gallon  boilers  (originally  intended  for  cooking  purposes)  are 
provided  for  the  prisoners,  thus  allowing  one  boiler  for  about  460  pris- 
oners. Clothing — the  commanding  officer  informs  me  that  a  quantity 
was  lately  received  from  the  quartermaster's  department,  but  as  it  is 
U.  S.  Army  clothing  he  dares  not  use  it  lest  the  prisoners  should  escape. 
This  should  be  looked  to,  for  many  of  the  prisoners  are  miserably  clad, 
and  already  suffer  much  from  the  cold. 

Hospital — Additional  accommodation  should  be  at  once  provided  for 
at  least  600  ])atients.  There  are  now  some  150  sick  men  lying  in  the 
barracks  who  should  be  in  hospital  and  receiving  attention.  The 
chapel  IS  being  prepared  as  a  hospital  against  the  protest  of  certain 
good  ministers  of  Chicago,  who  claim  that  the  prisoners'  souls  should 
be  looked  after  at  the  expense  of  their  bodies.  There  is  an  insufficiency 
of  table  furniture  both  for  hospital  and  barracks.  The  excuse  given 
for  this  is  that  there  is  no  hospital  fund  on  hand. 

Prison — The  place  of  close  couflnemeut,  or  dungeon,  in  use  is  utterly 
untit  for  this  purpose.  It  is  a  -'dungeon''  indeed;  a  close  room'  about 
eighteen  feet  square,  lighted  by  one  closely  barred  window  about 
eighteen  by  eight  inches,  about  six  feet  from  the  tioor,  and  entered  by' 
means  of  a  hatchway  in  the  ceiling  about  twenty  inches  square.  The 
tioor  is  laid  directly  on  the  ground  and  is  constantly  damp.  A  sink 
occupies  one  corner,  the  stench  from  which  is  intolerable.  In  this  place 
at  the  time  I  visited  it  were  confined  twenty-four  prisoners,  the  offense 
of  all,  I  believe,  being  attempts  to  escape.  The  place  might  do  for 
three  or  four  prisoners,  but  for  the  number  now  confined  there  it  is 
inhuman.  At  my  visit  I  remained  bat  a  few  seconds  and  was  glad  to 
get  out,  feeling  sick  and  faint. 

Such  articles  as  are  purchased  from  the  prison  or  hospital  funds  are 
kept  inventoried  ready  to  be  accounted  for  when  necessary.  With  the 
above  exceptions  the  requirements  of  tlie  circular,  Office  Comniissary- 
CJeneral  of  Prisoners,  July  7,  186-',  are,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  well 
carried  out. 

A.  M.  CLAEK, 
Suryeon  and  Acthuj  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


PlCHMOXD,  October  13,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Ai/ent  of  Exchamje : 

SiE:  Accompanying  this  communication  you  will  find  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston,  of  General  Morgan's  command. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston  is  the  officer  who  was  delivered  at  City 
Point  by  the  last  riag-of  truce  boat.  On  the  30th  of  September  last 
you  informed  me  that  '-the  U.  S.  authorities  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  treatment  that  General  Morgan  and  his  command  received 
when  inquisoned  at  Columbus."  In  my  interview  with  you  about  one 
week  ago  you  informed  me  that  General  Morgan  and  his  officers  were 
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held  for  others  thau  "the  members  of  Colonel  Streijjht's  command." 
You  showed  me  a  letter  from  General  Hitchcock,  in  which  that  fact  was 
anuonnccd.  It  seems  that  your  authorities  having  been  assured,  either 
from  my  representations  or  from  those  of  your  own  people  in  contine- 
meut  at  Kichmoud,  that  Colonel  Streight  and  his  officers  were  receiving 
precisely  the  same  treatment  as  that  of  other  prisoners,  they  have 
adopted  some  other  excuse  for  the  continued  coutineQient  of  General 
Morgan  and  his  officers  in  a  penitentiary.  I  ask  if  this  does  not  show 
a  determination  to  keep  these  officers  in  a  confinement  intended  to  be 
ignominious?     When  one  excuse  fails  another  is  set  up. 

Your  Secretary  of  War  has  himself  borne  testimony  to  the  "honor"' 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston.  I  therefore  call  your  attention  to  his 
communication,  and  again  ask  how  cau  General  Morgan's  original 
incarceration  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  his  continued  contiuement 
therein,  the  indignities  received  by  him  and  his  brother  officers,  and 
your  announcement  at  (nir  last  interview  be  explained  if  ''the  V.  S. 
authorities  had  notiiiug  to  do  with  the  treatment  General  Morgan  and 
his  command  received  when  im[irisoned  at  Columbus?"  Will  you  also 
inform  ine  whether  the  '•  U.  S.  authorities"  intend  to  treat  these otlicers 
ns  felons  in  tlie  future?  And  if  not,  whether  those  authorities  will 
allow  others  so  to  treat  them  2 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

KO.  OULl), 
Af/ent  i)f  Erclidni/e. 

l[ii.l,.s,ire.l 

KiCHMOND,  Ocfo/ier  10,  1S63. 
Hon.  .Taimes  a.  Seddon,  Secretary  of   \]^(r  : 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
statement: 

On  the  5th  day  of  -fuly  last  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  in  command 
of  a  Ibrce  of  ('onfederate  cavalry,  attacked  the  Federal  garrison  at 
Lebanon,  Ky.,  which  consisted  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Kentucky 
Infantry,  about  500  men,  and  a  section  of  artillery,  about  forty  men, 
all  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Hanson.  After  a 
severe  engagement  of  about  seven  hours  Colonel  Hanson  surrendered 
the  entire  force  that  had  not  been  killed.  He  requested  (jeiieral  ^lor- 
gan  to  parole  him  and  his  command,  to  which  General  >rorgan  objected 
"that  his  (Colonel  Hanson's)  Cloverninent  had  published  a  general  order 
that  no  more  such  paroles  would  be  respected."  Colonel  Hanson  replied 
that  he  was  aware  of  this  order,  but  tins  was  a  case  which  he  believed, 
on  proper  representation  to  higher  authority,  would  be  permitted  as  an 
exception  to  this  order,  and  at  any  rate  if  Crcneral  Moinan  would  grant 
the  parole  to  himself  antl  the  officers  and  men  of  his  regiment  he  would 
pledge  his  personal  honor  that  he  would  n(;t  oiil,\  observe  it,  but  would 
see  that  every  other  one  to  whom  the  pi  i\'ilcge  was  extended  should 
observe  it.  If,  after  making  a  jirojyer  statement  of  all  the  facts  to 
higher  authority,  he  should  be  ordered  back  in  service,  lie  wdiild  |)lcilge 
himself  to  report  to  General  Morgan  at  soiiu'  point  within  the  (.'oiiled- 
erate  lines. 

This  interview  took  place  in  the  presence  of  several  otiicers,  among 
whom  was  Captain  Davis,  assistant  adjutantgeneral  of  Duke's  bri- 
gade, who  was  an  otticial  witness  of  all  that  was  said,  and  who  imme 
cliately  reported  it  to  me  and  brought  the  order  from  General  Morgan 
for  me  to  parole  Colonel  Hanson  and  his  men  and  otliceis.  Acting 
under  these  instructions,  I  paroled  them  on  the  e\eiiiiig  of  t4ie  5th  of 
July,  and  on  the  Sth  of  July  Cai)t.  William  Caiiqibell,  of  our  coiiiinand. 
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and  a  smaii  detacljmeiit  of  bis  men,  were  captnred  by  a  portion  of  this 
very  regiiueut,  and  were  treated  ou  their  arrival  at  Nicholasville  with 
the  greatest  indignity  by  Capt.  Frank  E.  Wolcott,  of  Company  F,  of 
the  same  regiment.  He  not  only  abused  the  men  as  a  parcel  of  horse 
thieves  and  scoundrels,  but  took  their  boots  and  hats  from  them  and 
threw  them  away  in  their  presence.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hanson  also 
came  up  a  sliort  time  afterward  and  took  away  from  one  of  the  parties 
some  crackers  and  cheese  which  he  had  been  allowed  by  the  sergeant 
to  purchase. 

In  a  few  days  afterward  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hanson  was  ordered  to 
Louisville  to  do  provost  duty,  relieving  Lieutenant  Colonel  Orcutt,  of 
the  Twenty-tifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  who  was  ordered  to  the 
held.     Ho  and  his  regiment  arc  still  ou  duty  there. 

On  thei^Oth  of  July  Brigadier-General  Morgan  and  most  of  his  officers 
were  captured.  They  were  carried  to  Cincinnati,  and  from  thence  he 
and  twenty-eight  of  his  officers  were  selected  and  carried  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  they  were  shaved  and  their  hair  cut  very  close  by  a  negro 
convict.  They  were  then  marched  to  the  bath  room  and  scrubbed,  and 
from  there  to  their  cells,  where  they  were  locked  up.  The  Federal 
papers  published  with  great  delight  a  minute  account  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding. Seven  days  afterward  forty-two  more  of  General  Morgan's 
officers  were  conveyed  from  Johnson's  Island  to  the  penitentiary  and 
subjected  to  the  same  indignities. 

I  have  seen  Col.  D.  Howard  Smith,  oue  of  the  officers  who  was 
conveyed  there  among  the  second  lot,  and  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Meriou, 
the  warden,  apologized  for  such  treatment,  but  he  had  distinctly 
informed  General  Burnside  that  he  would  receive  them  on  no  other 
terms,  and  he  had  sent  them.* 

I  would  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  that  there  are  a  number 
of  men  confined  at  Camp  Chase  and  also  at  Johnson's  Island  who  repre- 
sent themselves  as  officers  of  our  command  who  are  not  officers.  In 
the  prison  where  I  was  there  were  three  captains  and  two  lieutenants 
who  had  no  commands  at  the  time  of  their  capture,  and  have  never 
had  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I  represented  this  matter  to  the 
commandant  and  rer[uested  him  to  correct  it,  but  to  the  date  of  my 
leavinfi'  it  had  not  been  done. 

******* 

Verv  respectfully  submitted  i)v  vour  obedient  servant, 

K.  A.  ALSTON, 

Liciitrndiit-Coliiiitl.  Prarisional  Anni/.  Cnii federate  States. 


Rich:m(ind.  Oelotirr  ]:l,  ISCS. 
General  1).  II.  Matrv.  .Vo/>(7c.- 

Be  sine  i>f  tlie  luct  and  then  retaliate. 

S.  COO  PL  K, 
Adjiitdiit  and    Instpectiiy   (icntr<tt. 

."^PRi.XGFiELn,  III.,  Oetoher  1  i.  ISfl.'l. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman. 

Coiniiiissdri/Geiiernl  of  L'ri.soners,   Wanhington.  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  lia\  e  the  lioiior  to  transmit  herewith  my  i'e[)ort  of  inspection 
of  Camp  Butler,  near  tiiis  place.     I  shall  leave  for  .Vltou,  111.,  to-nigiit. 
\'erv  resjiectfuliv,  vour  oiieilient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
iSiiifiCDji   and   AvtiiKj   M(  ilitiil   In-siiecior  nf  Friaoiiers  of   Wur, 
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Heport  of  inspection  of  cnmps  and  field  honpitals  at  Camp  Butler,  near 
Sprint/field,  III.,  October  li,  lf<63,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  actinq 
medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp— Camp  Batler.  Commander  of  Camp — Col. 
Christian  Tbielemanii,  8ixteeiitb  Illinois  Cavalry.  Commaud  and 
strength — Sixteenth  llliuois  Cavalry,  524;  One  hundred  and  thirteenth 
lllinoi.s  Yokmteers,  211;  total,  ".i.j;  no  prisoners  of  war,  20  deserters. 
Location  of  camp — ."lA  miles  east  of  Springtield,  111.  Time  (iceui)ied — 
established  about  October,  ISOl.  Water,  source  and  supply— wells, 
abundaut  supply  for  4,000  men.  Water,  quality  and  effects — alkaline, 
productive  of  digestive  derangements.  Fuel — wood  and  coal.  Soil — 
bad,  loam,  easily  stirred  up  into  mud.  Drainage — very  bad,  drains 
stopped  and  ditches  tilled  up.  T(jpography — prairie  laud.  ;\Ieteorol- 
ogy — much  rain  and  high  winds,  i'olice  of  camp — very  much  neglected. 
Discipline  in  camp — very  lax.  Tents  or  huts — position,  pattern,  and 
finality,  ventilation  and  removal,  snlliciency,  heating;  18  barracks  fur 
prisoners,  each  100  by  24  feet,  which  might  be  made  to  accommodate  1,800 
prisoners,  are  all  that  are  at  present  available;  of  these  ten  are  new 
and  in  goo<l  order,  except  the  bunks,  which  could  be  erected  at  very 
short  notice;  ventilation  has  been  entirely  lost  sight  of.  The  cook- 
houses are  very  badly  arranged,  being  merely  small  rooms  partitioned 
otl'  from  the  barracks.  Sinks — construction,  condition,  position,  and 
management,  none;  the  old  ones  have  been  tilled  u|)  and  no  new  ones 
l)repared.  i'ortable  ovens — two  pernuxnent  ovens  in  camp  belonging  to 
contractor;  no  ^irovision  made  for  prisoners.  Blankets  and  l)edding — 
71  bed  sacks,  21  blankets  belonging  to  prison  hospital  in  hand  of  post 
quartermaster.  Hospital  buildings — tents,  the  building  formerly  used 
as  iirisoners' hospital  has  been  destroyed;  one  or  more  of  the  prison 
barracks  might  be  used  if  necessary.  State  of  medical  sui)plies  and 
surgical  instruments — none  on  hand,  were  all  turned  over  to  general 
hospital  when  the  prison  hospital  was  broken  u]).  State  of  hospital 
records  aiul  accounts — none  to  be  found.  State  of  hospital  fund — none 
on  hand. 

There  being  no  prisoners  at  this  post,  this  report  is  necessarily  incom- 
plete. The  last  prisoners  who  were  contined  here  were  sent  away  May 
]!),  1803,  and  before  the  present  conmumdant  took  charge  of  the  post. 
He  informs  uie  that  all  the  prison  hospital  projierty  on  hand  when  the 
prisoners  were  removed  he  understood  to  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
quartermaster  at  Springfield.  III.  I  found  nothing  whatever  at  the 
cam])  but  the  bare  barracks,  eighteen  in  number,  but  eight  of  which 
are  in  condition  for  immediate  use,  the  bunks  in  the  remainder  not 
having  been  yet  erected.  These  eight  are  in  filthy  condition,  not  hav- 
ing been  cleansed  since  the  last  prisoners  were  reumved.  (Jn  making 
iminiry  of  the  quartermaster  at  Springfield  1  was  mt'dniicd  that  the 
only  hos]ntal  or  pris,  n  property  which  had  been  turni'd  over  tn  him 
was  71  bed-sacks,  21  blankets,  .jS  pairs  socks,  OO  pairs  cotton  drawers, 
and  2(!  stoves,  nearly  all  unserviceable.  No  prison  or  hosiiital  fund 
was  accounted  for  to  him.  The  whole  caiii[)  is  in  a  lilthy  condition,  no 
attention  apparently  being  [)aid  to  police  dnt\'.  .Vttached  to  the  camp 
is  a  l^.  S.  general  hospital  under  charge  of  Ooctor  Sturgis.  It  consists 
of  two  large  and  very  line  barracks  capable  of  receiving  100  patients. 
It  is  not,  however,  a\ailal)le  fur  the  use  of  [irisoners. 

A.   M.  CLAKK, 
iSiir<ieiiii   (did   Actiiiij    Mi'didil    /nspcrtur  of  rri^ontrx   af    War. 
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Executive  Department,  Wheeling,  October  u,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fortress  Monroe: 

General:  I  write  you  in  regard  to  armed  militia  in  active  service 
who  have  been  captured  and  are  now  imprisoned  by  the  enemy.  I  have 
armed  a  great  many  of  the  niditia  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting themselves  from  armed  bands  of  rebels,  as  well  as  to  cooperate 
with  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  emergency.  They  are 
frequently  on  duty,  sometimes  simply  drilling,  sometimes  aiding  actively 
in  movements  against  the  enemy.  Some  of  these  men  have  been  cap- 
tured, and  it  becomes  a  matter  of  interest  to  their  friends  as  well  as  to 
those  of  the  militia  remaining  at  home,  who  also  are  bearing  arms,  to 
know  whether  provision  has  been  made  by  the  TJ.  S.  authorities  for 
their  protection  wliile  prisoners  and  for  their  exchange  as  soldiers  cap- 
tured in  the  Government  service.  I  may  say  tliat  I  am  not  advised 
what  negotiations  have  been  had  with  the  rebel  authorities  i-ecently  on 
the  subject  of  exchanges,  nor  liave  1  at  hand  a  copy  of  the  cartel  here- 
tofore entered  into.     My  attention  lias  been  called  to  this  subject  from 

the  fact  that  on  the  day  of  September,  1S63.  while  Capt.  Daniel 

Gould's  company,  of  One  hundred  and  thirty-third  Regiment  West 
Virginia  Militia,  were  drilling  at  Ceuterville,  Upshur  County,  seventy- 
three  of  the  company,  including  tlie  captain  and  other  ofticers,  were 
captured  with  their  arms  and  were  carried  off  and  are  still  prisoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  rebels  at  the  same  time  captured  and  carried 
off'  Jacob  Bash,  a  private,  unarmed  citizen.  I  inclose  you  a  list*  of  those 
captured  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will  interest  yourself  in  their 
behalf  and  effect  their  exchange  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  have  another 
case  also  to  which  I  respectfully  call  your  attention.  Capt.  E.  C. 
Harper,  who  commands  a  State  volunteer  company  in  active  service,  in 
Pemlleton  County,  on  the  loth  of  September,  18ti3,  sent  Corpl.  Cornelius 
F.  Ketternian,  of  his  company,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
and  on  the  night  of  that  day  he  was  captured  by  a  squad  of  Jenkins' 
cavalry  on  Bennetts  Mill  liun.  near  Circleville,  in  Pendleton  County, 
was  tied  and  led  off  and  is  still  a  prisoner.  I  inclose  you  a  lettert  of 
Mr. George  Harrison,  of  this  city,  who  is  engaged  with  his  son.  Captain 
Harrison,  acting  quartermaster,  at  Cumberland,  Md.  His  young  son, 
who  was  captured  as  therein  represented,  was  in  the  employ  of  Captain 
Harrison  and  was  on  a  foraging  expedition  at  the  time  of  his  capture. 
I  know  the  family  well:  they  are  all  loyal. 

The  case  of  this  ycuith  is  one  of  esi)ecial  interest, and  I  feel  sure  that 
you  will  so  regard  it.  I  have  Just  this  moment  heard  that  he  was  in 
jail  in  Richmond. 

Very  respectfullv,  &.C., 

A.  I.  BOREMAX, 

VovfDiur. 


Executive  Department,  Franlfort,  October  14,  ISill. 
('apt.  Levant  C.  Riiines, 

C'liminis.sary  of  I'rinancr.^,  Camp    Douglas,  Chicago,  III.: 
Dear  Sir:  At  your  request  I  return  the  petition t  in  case  of  Pur- 
year.     It    is,   however,   n\y  own   thorough  conviction    that   the   rebel 
IJrisoners  who  hail  from  Kentucky  ought  never  to  be  returned  to  Ken- 
tucky during  the  rebellion.     The  exi'cptions  cannot  be  greater  than 

■  NoLiiiiKil  list  .)iiiith-cl.  t  Nut  t'ciiiDd. 
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one  in  one  hundred.  We  know  of  no  reforms  in  such  persons,  but  in 
almost  every  instance  after  resting  they  begin  their  treasonable  work 
with  renewed  vigor  and  malignancy.  I  am  making  an  eftbrt  to  get  up 
a  thorough  organization  of  the  militia  of  Kentucky  with  a  full  determi- 
nation to  extirpate  the  guerrillas  from  the  State,  and  especially  those 
who,  having  been  released,  return  to  their  marauding. 
Respectfully, 

THO.  E.  BRAMLETTE, 

Oovenior  of  Kentucky. 


[October  14.  1863. — For  General  Orders,  No.  13,  headquarters  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth,  directing  preparations  for  the  cceiution  of  David 
M.  Wright  on  October  10, 1803,  see  Series  i.  Vol.  XXIX,  Part  11,  p.  31.'2.| 


Executive  Department,  Austin,  Tex.,  (Moher  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Bankhead  Maoeuder, 

ConDiianding  District  of  Texas,  iLt.,  Houston,  Tex.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei[)t  of  your  com- 
munications of  the  9th  and  10th  instant  re(|uesting  the  use  of  the 
State  penitentiary  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Federal  prisoners  of  war 
iu  your  district  and  copy  of  your  ai)plicatioti  to  the  hnancial  agent  of 
the  institution  to  the  same  puriiort.  The  latter  I  return  in  accordance 
with  your  request.  JMy  re[>ly  to  your  communication  of  the  37th 
ultimo,  containing  the  same  reiiuest,  was  transmitted  to  you  on  the  9tli 
instant.  I  therein  stated  I  felt  constrained  to  decline  your  application, 
by  reason  of  the  danger  to  wliich  such  use  would  expose  tiie  institution, 
and  that  its  vital  importance  to  the  Trans  Mississippi  Department 
would  not  justify  its  exposure  to  the  risk  of  destruction  which  its  use 
in  the  manner  contemplated  would  inevitably  entail. 

Your  important  communication  of  the  10th  but  adds  strength  to  my 
former  views  on  the  subject.  The  precautions  adopted  to  preclude 
communication  between  so  large  a  number  of  prisoners  and  the  con- 
victs, howsoever  great,  could  not  succeed,  and  the  danger  of  a  rising 
by  both  combined  would  be  imminent,  to  result  in  the  destruction  of  the 
penitentiary  upon  which  the  army  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  District 
[Department]  depends  for  its  supplies  of  clothing,  &c.  Keriect,  general, 
upon  the  terrible  consequences  its  loss  would  entail,  and  then  say  if 
the  object  sought  Is  at  all  commensurate  with  the  appalling  risk  to  us 
at  this  eventful  moment.  I  much  doubt  If  the  institution  can,  without 
detriment  to  its  efficiency  as  a  numnfactory,  accommodate  such  a  large 
number.  Most  stringent  regulations  would  necessardy  have  to  be 
adopted  to  prevent  intercourse  between  the  prisoners  and  convicts, 
which  might  engender  sickness,  and  a  conse(|Uent  lessening  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  institution,  which  would  be  felt  m  the  arm\  at  the 
approach  of  winter.  Were  not  the  penitentiary  a  manufactory  (the 
sole  one  for  clothing,  too,  in  the  Trans-Mississipju  Dejiartmentl,  as  well 
as  a  place  of  contiuement  for  prisoners,  I  could  entertain  no  olijection 
to  your  proposition.  As  it  is  I  cannot  venture  to  incur  the  risk,  I  can- 
not but  feel,  such  use  must  entail.  It  is  my  intention  to  bring  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  which  meets  on  the  -d 
proximo.  Permit  me  to  suggest,  general,  that  the  jirisoners  be  scat- 
tered and  confined  In  the  various  county  jails  of  the  State.     .Most  of 
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the  counties  liave  safe  buildings  of  this  character  and  very  few  prison- 
ers. They  would  require  but  a  small  force  to  gnnrd  them  thus  distrib- 
uted, and  an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  citizens  to  guard  them 
would,  I  feel  satisfied,  be  cheerfully  responded  to.  I  trust,  general, 
you  will  duly  appreciate  the  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated  and  upon 
reflection  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  my  views.  I  feel  the  embarrass- 
ment of  your  position  in  connectiou  with  these  ])risoners  and  would 
cheerfully  co-operate  with  you  iu  removing  it  in  the  manner  proposed 
did  my  sense  of  duty  to  'the  State  and  the  interests  of  the  Trans- 
Mississi])pi  De[)artment  admit  of  it. 

1  am,  general,  \ours,  most  resix'cr fully, 

F.  K.  LUBBOCK. 


XdRFOLK,  ^'A.,  OctoJitr  15,  1863. 
To  the  President  : 

Hon.  L.  U.  Cliandler  has  this  moment  informed  me  that  Doctor 
Wright  is  ordered  for  execution  in  the  morning,  and  that  it  is  very 
desirable  lie  should  be  granted  a  respite  for  one  week  in  order  to  the 
arraugement  of  his  private  affairs  ami  the  making  of  some  provision 
for  his  afrticted  family. 

I  hope  most  certainly  that  you  will  not  lind  it  inconsistent  with  your 
sense  of  duty  to  grant  this  short  delay. 
Be  pleased  to  answer  this  at  once. 

\\'ith  highest  regards,  I  am.  yours,  ^;c., 

LE.MT'EL  J.  BOWDEN. 


War  Department,  WiisJungtim.  I>.  ('..  Octoher  15,  1S63. 
]\raJor-General  Foster,  Po/f  Monmc,   Va.: 

I'ostpoue  the  execution  of  Doctor  Wright  to  Friday,  the  23d  instant 
(October).     This;  is  intended  for  his  preparation,  and  is  final. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


FORI'RKSs   ;\l(>NUOK,  \'A.,  Octolier  15,  f^H'\ 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln. 

I'frftiilent  of  thr    I'nitril   SInfe.'i  : 
[  liave  the  honor  to  acknowh-il-i'  the  rcccint  of  your  telegram  of  this 
(late    in    relation    to    Doctor    Wriuht.     ^'our   orders  shall  be  stri(/tly 
ol.vvcd. 

.1.  (1.  FOSTER. 

Major- G>.-)icriiI. 


n.vRKisiu'Rrr,  October  15.  lSii3. 
Hon.  A.  Lincoln.  ]'n'siil,,it   I'mtrd  states: 

Our  majority  in  the  senari-  (Ie|>ends  upon  the  release  of  Major 
White.  ITe  was  captni'ed  \xitli  Milioy's  command  and  an  especial 
exchanae  might  to  be  made  ["[■  him.     lie  is  now  in  Libbv  Prison. 

Si:\[ON  I'A.MERON. 
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War  DErAETMENT,  October  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Foster,  Fort  Monroe: 

Yoa  need  not  delay  to  send  the  descriptive  lists,  for  within  the  limits 
specified  in  your  telegram  there  is  no  objectiou;*  bat  you  will  please 
send  a  descriptive  list  ot  every  individual  sent,  to  be  of  record  here.  I 
want  to  use  Major  White  and  have  instructed  General  Meredith  to 
ettect  an  immediate  special  exchange  if  possible. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  DEPARTMEr^T.  Washuujton,  Octobrr  15,  1S63. 

Brigadier-General  :Mereditu, 

Exchange  Commissioner,  Fortress  Monroe: 
I  want  to  use  immediately  the  testimony  of  ^fajor  White,  now  a 
prisoner  in  the  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  and  was  formerly  in  Milroy's 
command.  Please  make  a  special  exchange  for  him  and  bring  him 
back  with  you  and  direct  him  to  report  immediately  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  in  Washington.  You  can  wait  at  City  Point  to  accomplish 
this,  if  necessary,  so  that  he  can  appear  before  the  court  this  week. 
If  you  can  designate  the  ofticer  for  him,  get  him  i)aroled  and  let  Mr. 
Ould  name  the  person  to  be  exchanged  for  him. 

EUVVIN   }■[.  8TANT0N. 

Fort  Monroe,  Octohir  /.7,  ;,sv;;. 
lion.  F.  M.  Stanton: 

Your  telegram  did  not  reach  me  until  4..;o  p.  m.  this  day.  Tried  but 
could  not  leave  this  evening;  mial)le  to  olitaiu  a  pilot.  Will  leave  at 
daylight  to  morrow  taking  Major  Jones  to  exchange  for  Major  White. 
It  is  impossible  to  have  Major  White  iu  Washington  this  week. 

S.  xV.  MEPFDlTll, 

Brlijadier-(l(iier((l. 


Pilot  KniU!,  (htohrr  l',,  iw.y. 
Capt.  P.  L.  Powers,  Fattcrsoii: 

You  will  immediately  arrest  an<l  send  to  nie  the  daughters  of  Ur. 
S.  0.  White.  Their  names  are  Hvaline,  Paulina,  and  Arabella.  Tell 
them  to  prepare  their  clothing  and  baggage  for  a  journfy  southward 
by  way  of  tlie  .Mississipjii  Piver.  Tlicy  shall  be  sent  to  the  people  and 
region  they  hurrah  for.  Let  there  be  no  delay.  Let  them  be  well 
treated. 

CI.IN'TOX    r..   I'lSK. 

Ilriiiiidirr-  (Iriii'iiil. 


FIeaii()T"ai:ters  Dioi'AirrMEN  i'  m'  Tennessee, 

Ortobcr  1  '>.  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Uosecrans, 

Commanding    U.  S.  Funcs,  Chiittawioijii : 
General;  Your  communication  of  the  I3tli  instunt  only  reached  me 
last  night.t 


'Soe  Fost.'V  to  Sr.uir.Mi.  Snie^  [.  Vol.  K>^1X,  l';irt  It,  |i.  :;:;t. 
tSce  seri.-a  1,  Vul.  XXX,  I'.irt  IV.  p. :;:;:;. 


382  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

You  are  correctly  informed  in  regard  to  the  disposition  made  of  your 
medical  officers  still  in  my  hands.  This  apparently  harsh  treatment  is 
the  result  of  a  necessity  imposed  by  the  action  of  your  own  Govern- 
ment. A  large  number  of  our  medical  officers  and  chaplains  who  have 
fnllen  into  the  hands  of  otlier  commanders  have  loug  been  and  are  still 
iu  close  confinement  in  the  East.  This  course  has  been  pursued  by 
your  Government  without  giviug  to  mine  any  notice  or  reason.  I  am, 
therefore,  instructed  to  hold  those  iu  my  hands  until  some  satisfactory 
explanation  can  be  had  with  your  Government. 

I  cannot,  general,  withhold  the  expression  of  my  deep  regret  that  by 
the  action  of  your  Government  I  am  forced  to  this  unpleasant  task,  and 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  to  you  my  thanks  and  my  obliga- 
tions for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  extended  as  a  general  rule 
to  the  medical  officers  and  wounded  of  my  army  who  have  fallen  into 
your  hands.  This  I  shall  take  great  jileasure  in  reciprocating  when  not 
X)revented  by  different  action  on  the  part  of  your  Government. 

By  an  examination  of  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  I  do 
not  lind  the  stipulation  in  regard  to  medical  officers  which  you  think  is 
violated.  My  own  recollection  is  that  the  practice  first  originated  iu 
the  action  of  my  Government  and  was  then  continued  under  a  special 
written  agreement  before  the  cartel  for  the  regular  exchange  of  prison- 
ers was  agreed  on.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTOiSr  BRAGG, 
- .-  .  General,  C.  IS.  Army. 

[First  indorsemeBt.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  15,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  General-in-Chief  for  such  consideration 
and  action  as  the  case  may  require. 

It  is  a  great  hardship  that  we  should  suffer  because  officers  elsewhere 
have  carelessly  or  recklessly  confined  chaplains  and  medical  officers 
without  reporting  the  facts  to  the  Government. 

W,  S,  ROSECRANS, 

Major-  General. 

[Seom.limlorsen.ent.l 

October  'li.  1863. 
Respectfully  referied  to  Major  (ieneial  Hitchcock. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


WAsniNOTON,  October  24,  1$63. 
Respei'tfully  returned  to  MaJor-(Teneral  Halleck,  with  remark  that 
the  rebel  authorities  first  ininro|ierly  seized  and  con  fined  Doctor  Rucker, 
refusing  to  deliver  him  according  to  the  cartel.  Doctor  Green  (rebel) 
was  finally  confined  as  a  hostage  for  Doctor  Rucker,  and  then  the  rebel 
authorities,  it  was  said,  detained  three  others  of  our  surgeons,  when  all 
further  deliveries  of  this  class  of  officers  were  suspended. 

The  General-in-Chief,  it  is  believed,  is  aware  of  the  general  history  of 
this  matter. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  (if   \''<>ls.  and  Cunimisnioner  fur  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

-  Fit  icply  see  Scriea  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Pait  IV,  p.  387. 
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CONFEDEBATE  STATES  OP  AMEBIC  A,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  October  15,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Geneba_l:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  July  was  referred  to  Robert  Ould, 
esq.,  agent  of  exchange,  who  reports  that  the  exchange  of  officers  has 
not  been  resumed,  and  advises  you  to  hold  all  your  prisoners,  officers 
and  men,  in  custody.  IMajor  Szynianski  has  been  dispatched  to  your 
department  to  inform  the  officers  there  of  all  essential  points  as  to  the 
present  position  of  all  matters  connected  with  exchanges  and  paroles. 
On  the  reassembling  of  two-thirds  of  any  of  the  regiments  of  paroled 
prisoners  ordered  to  rendezvous  west  of  tlie  Mississippi  and  information 
thereof  they  will  l)e  immediately  declared  exchanged.  We  have  not 
enough  of  paroled  or  imprisoned  captives  to  exchange  all  the  captives 
paroled  or  held  by  the  enemy,  and  licnce  until  reassembled  we  do  not 
wish  to  exhaust  our  privilege  of  declining  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretartj  of  War. 


General  Orders,  (    War  Dept.,  Ad.it.  General's  Office, 

No.  339.  \  Washington,  October  16,  IS63. 

1.  A  declaration  of  exclianges  having  been  announced  by  R.  Ould, 
e8(|.,  agent  for  exchange  at  Richmond,  Va.,  dated  September  12,  18(53, 
it  is  liereby  declared  that  all  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  Army  cap- 
tured and  [>aroled  previous  to  the  1st  of  September,  1803,  are  duly 
exchanged.  The  officers  and  men  herein  declared  exchanged  will  imme- 
diately be  sent  to  join  their  respective  regiments. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

HeAD(,iUARTERS    DEPARTr^FENT    OF    THE    GULF, 

Xeir   Orleans,  October  Id,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  PI.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  U.  IS.  Anni/,  Washinr/ton,  D.  C: 
General:  The  attention  of  the  Government  is  earnestly  called  to 
the  condition  of  the  prisoners  captured  at  Galveston  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  and  now  in  Texas  with  some  other  prisoners  subsetpieutly 
captured  at  different  jdaces.  These  prisoners  are  at  Gamp  Groce,  in 
Texas,  and  number:  Officers  29,  soldiers  12,  and  sailors  8(>,  being  127 
in  all.  They  have  suffered  greatly  from  continement,  and  think  they 
have  been  neglecteil  by  the  Government,  which,  tiiey  say,  should  have 
made  provision  for  their  exchange.  I  commend  earnestly  this  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  the  War  department  and  hope  that  some  speedy 
actioTi  for  their  relief  may  be  taken.  There  are  also  many  otlicers  held 
prisoners  at  Shreveport. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  r.  BANKS, 
Major-Gent  ral.  Vommandinej. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Ac/r   Orleans.  October  16,  1863. 
Ma:i.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief.  Ac: 

(tENERAL:  We  have  had  many  ])ri'ssing  ap[)lications  for  the  spe- 
cial exchanue  of  ^lajor  Howard,  of  Texas.     IIcceMtlv  the  commanding 
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general  at  Mobile  baa  solicited  a  special  exchange  of  Major  Howard.  We 
have,  of  course,  decliued  the  applications.  When  at  Alexandria  last 
summer,  in  a  very  large  Texas  mail  that  was  captured,  it  was  stated 
that  Major  Howard,  then  recently  captured,  was  one  of  the  most 
important  men  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  that  his  exchange  must 
be  effected  at  any  cost.  Thinking  it  possible  that  application  may  be 
made  to  the  commissioner  for  the  United  States  for  his  exchange,  I 
respectfully  rei|uest  that  he  may  be  notified  of  these  facts. 

I  am,  with  high  consideration,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

N.  i'.  BANKS, 
^[ajor-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  October  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  -T.  S.  Mar^iaduke, 

Commanding  Cuvalnj  Division,  Arkadelphia: 
CtENERAL:  Your  letter  in  relation  to  the  exchanging  of  prisoners  of 
war  was  received  this  morning.     1  ha\e  designated  an  officer  to  super- 
intend the  transfer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

General,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  report  that  has  been 
made  to  me  by  a  man  who  is  said  to  be  reliable.  It  is  to  the  efl'ect  that 
a  party  of  soldiers  belonging  to  your  division  have  been  hanging  some 
peaceable  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Hot  Springs,  and  elsewhere,  on 
account  of  their  supposed  sentiments  toward  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  I  do  not  believe  all  the  stories  that  are  told  me,  but  as 
this  bears  the  air  of  probability,  I  inform  you  of  it  under  the  convic- 
tion that  you  would  regard  an  outrage  ou  the  part  of  troops  iu  the 
same  light  that  I  do  myself. 

Very  resiiec'tfuUy,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

l-'KED'K  STEELE, 
Major-Ceneral,  Commanding. 


-  Office  Commissary  (General  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  10,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  Qnartermaster- 
(ieneral  will  forward  through  you  300  blankets  to  be  issued  gratui- 
tously to  our  prisoners  iu  Riclimoud.  Will  you  please  make  an 
arrangement  with  3Ir.  Ould  by  which  the  blankets  will  be  delivered 
to  the  senior  officer  among  the  prisoners,  to  whom  please  send  instruc- 
tions that  the  blankets  are  to  be  distributed  to  those  most  in  want  of 
them  ?  The  officer  receiving  should  return  his  receipt  for  them  to  show 
that  they  have  been  delivered  to  him.  The  distribution  should  be  made 
in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  officers  to  guard  against  complaints  of 
unfairness.  If  it  is  found  that  the  prisoners  there  can  be  supplied 
with  clothing  and  blankets  in  this  way  other  articles  will  be  forwarded 
without  delay.  Please  ask  for  suggestions  from  our  officers  as  to  what 
is  wanted  and  what  can  be  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third'  Infantrij  and  CommissargCeiieral  of  Prisoners. 
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Hdqes.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  16, 1863. 
Col.  WiLLiAii  Hoffman, 

Covimissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  12th  instant,  iu  which  yon  state  that  you  do  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  either  ask  for  the  Michigan  or  for  more  companies  here,  and 
express 'the  opinion  that  there  is  no  danger.  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
frankly  that  1  think  difterently.  I  have  had  no  consultation  with  my 
oflicers  ou  the  subject  except  Major  Scovill,  but  I  know  that  all  the 
oflacers  here  are  of  the  same  opinion  that  I  am.  The  number  of  pris- 
oners is  11,452.  They  are  a  most  desperate  set  of  men,  with  great 
smartness  and  a  conviction  that  their  escape  would  be  better  than  a 
victory  in  any  battle,  and  that  their  risk  would  not  lie  as  great.  You 
cannot  judge  of  their  opinion  by  that  of  other  men.  These  men  for  a 
chance  will  risk  as  much  as  others  for  a  certainty.  If  they  should  suc- 
ceed in  taking  our  arms  they  could,  with  the  lumber  from  fences  and 
buildings  here,  cross  over  back  of  the  island  where  the  distance  is  less 
than  a  mile  of  shallow  water,  and  could  march  to  Canada  in  two  days. 
The  whole  Canada  shore,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  up,  is  tilled  with 
rebel  sympathizers,  and  they  would  furnish  boats  at  once  for  crossing, 
to  say  nothing  of  their  chances  for  stealing  boats  on  this  side  and 
lumber  for  crossing. 

This  battalion  is  ten  men  short,  besides  disabled,  sick,  and  absent, 
and  no  service  has  so  few  absent  as  ours  has  always.  If  the  prisoners 
should  agree  on  a  revolt  we  should  of  course  have  to  rely  on  sentinels 
for  alarm,  and  the  danger  is  then  the  small  force  would  not  be  aroused 
so  as  to  have  full  advantage  of  their  arms  before  so  large  a  force  could 
be  thrown  against  them.  The  prisoners  have  every  facility  of  scaling 
fences  by  their  bunks  in  the  quarters  and  the  stairs.  If  one  plank  of 
the  fence  could  be  got  off  or  broken  they  could  strip  oft'  the  planks  as 
much  as  they  wanted.  They  are  getting  up  rolls  and  organizations 
inside,  much  of  which  we  learn,  and  of  course  more  we  do  not.  They 
know  their  strength  exactly,  as  well  as  ours.  I  do  not  think  our  force 
should  be  so  small  as  to  tempt  so  important  a  class  of  prisoners  to 
make  revolts,  and  that  I  should  fail  to  do  my  duty  if  I  did  not  so 
rerort  to  you,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility  of  not  so 
reporting.  What  the  objections  "are  to  the  Michigan  coming  here  I  do 
not  know.  She  is  in  the  harbor  at  Erie  much  of  the  tune.  Companies 
ordered  here  could  occupy  tents  until  it  was  found  whether  it  was 
necessary  to  recruit  companies  permanently,  which  would  depend  on 
whether  the  prisoners  remain  in  such  numbers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIERSCN, 
Lieutenant- CoJonii  Hojfiitan's  Battnlioii,  Coinvtanding. 

Lladorsemenf.; 

Office  ConiissARv-CENEUAL  of  Prisoners, 

Octnhtr  I'l,  Is6',y. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  small  steamer  which  runs  as  ferryboat  to  Sandusky  is  provided 
with  a  mountain  howitzer,  and  by  its  means  the  escape  of  prisoners 
from  the  island  can  readOy  be  prevented.  The  guard  is  armed  with 
muskets  and  revolvers,  and  with  ordinary  vigilan<'c  should  always  be 
prepared  to  defeat  any  attempt  on  tlie  part  of  the  prisoners  to  make 
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their  escape.  The  daily  guard  occupy  two  two-story  block- houses,  which 
have  loop-holes  for  musketry  in  the  upper  stories,  within  each  a  how- 
itzer in  the  lower  story,  and  cannot  be  taken  by  unarmed  men.  By  the 
lake  shore  it  is  over  IQO  miles  to  the  Detroit  River,  and  it  is  idle  to 
suppose  the  prisoners  can  travel  to  Canada  by  that  route,  and  to  go  by 
water  they  must  have  vessels  at  their  command.  With  due  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  the  guard  I  do  not  think  additional  guard  is  necessary, 
but  if  the  U.  S.  steamer  Michigan  can  be  in  Sandusky  Bay  as  well  as 
at  Erie  her  presence  would  prevent  any  thought  of  an  attempt  at 
escape.  I  have  given  detailed  instructions  to  the  commanding  oflBcer 
to  meet  any  contingency. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


RlCH^rOND,  October  16.  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  for  Exchange: 

Sir  :  If  your  experience  is  the  same  as  mine,  you  have  frequent  appli- 
cations for  the  delivery  and  exchange  of  private  soldiers.  If  you  will 
send  to  City  Point  Private  C.  T.  Jenkins,  Ninth  Florida,  now  in  Fort 
Warren;  Henry  C.  Bradford,  Pureed  Battery,  a  private  captured  at 
Gettysburg  and  now  at  Fort  Delaware;  Warner  D.  (loodman,  a  pri- 
vate, captured  in  Stafford  County,  October  8,  1863,  and  supposed  to  be 
in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison;  A.  S.  Wilson,  private,  First  Virginia 
Cavalry,  Company  K,  now  at  Fort  McHenry;  Private  D.  S.  Doggett, 
captured  9th  June,  now  at  Point  Lookout,  his  right  arm  amputated,  I 
will  reciprocate  and  deliver  to  you  an  equal  number  of  privates  whom 
you  may  select. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  Aivterica,  War  Depart:vient, 

Richmond,  October  16,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  as  to  the  health  and  place  of  con- 
finement of  Col.  Ed.  C.  [James  K.]  Marshall,  who  was  wounded  and 
captured  at  Gettysburg.  He  belongs  to  the  Fifty-second  North  Caro- 
lina Regiment.  Will  you  also  inform  me  what  is  the  situation  and  condi- 
tion of  JlaJorGeneral  Trimble,  who  was  captured  at  Gettysburg?  It 
is  said  he  is  closely  contiued.  Is  this  so  ?  Are  there  any  charges  against 
him?  Does  he  stand  in  any  different  position  from  that  of  our  other 
officers?  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Alfred  Stanly  is  confined  in  the  com- 
mon Jail  at  Wnsliington,  N.  C.  Will  you  let  me  know  for  what  reason 
he  is  confined  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OFLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  October  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  already  informed  you  both  by  letter  and  in  personal 
interview  that  I  would  agree  to  any  reciprocal  arrangement  by  which 
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the  bodies  of  deceased  officers  or  soldiers  could  be  forwarded  through 
flag  oftruce  boat  to  their  friends.  I  have  received  no  reply  to  my 
-ift'er.  Until  that  is  made  it  is  entirely  useless  for  you  to  make  any 
such  request  as  is  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  loth  instant  in  rela- 
tion to  the  body  of  Lieut.  J.  P.  Gleeson.  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  of 
September  12,  1863,  in  reply  to  your  request  concerning  the  remains  of 
Maj.  Robert  Morris. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD. 
Agent  of  E-rchamje. 


RlCHMdND,  Oetolier  16,  If^Go. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exuhamje: 

Sir:  I  send  to  you  Lieutenant-Colonel  Irvine,  New  York  cavalry,  in 
exchange  for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alston,  delivered  l)y  the  last  Hag-of- 
truce  boat.  You  can  declare  him  exchanged,  and  I  will  do  the  same 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Aijent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  October  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exdiange: 

SiE:  1  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  declaration  of  exchange  which  I 
shall  publish  in  a  day  or  iwo.  You  will  perceive  it  is  based  upon  the 
declaration  of  exchange  communicated  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  I'ith 
of  Sejitember  last.  In  my  notice  I  have  tbllowed  your  phraseology. 
I  would  have  preferred  another  form  of  declaration  more  in  accordance 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  my  declara- 
tion to  a  considerable  extent  is  retaliatory  of  yours,  I  have  deemed  it 
more  appropriate  to  follow  your  own  form  of  expression. 

I  have  refrained  from  declaring  exchanged  the  lari^e  residue  of  the 
Viuksburg  capture.  Theonly  addition  I  have  maile  to  the  norltieations 
already  given  you.  as  far  as  that  capture  is  concerned,  is  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-sixth  Mississippi  Regiments. 

According  to  my  comi)utation  you  are  considerably  in  debt  to  me 
upon  your  exchange  notice,  even  if  1  take  into  consideration  only  such 
jiaroles  as  those  to  whicli  no  objection  lias  been  made.  I  have  adopted 
the  principles  of  your  general  orders  in  the  computation  of  the  paroles 
in  my  jiossession  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  some  other  agree- 
ment is  made  between  us.  I  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  make 
turther  declarations  of  exchange  from  time  to  time,  based  upon  the 
paroles  in  my  ottice,  until  I  have  derlared  exchanged  a  number  otCoii- 
tederate  sokliers  equal  to  that  of  Federal  troojis  declared  exchanged 
by  your  last  notice.  At  the  same  time  I  express  my  entire  willingness 
to  adopt  any  fair,  just,  and  reci|)rocal  rule  of  ciunputatioii,  and  apply 
the  same  both  to  tlie  past  and  the  future. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KG.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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(Incl08ure.l 

Exchange  Fotice  Wo.  7. 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  16,  1863. 
The  following  Confederate  officers  and  men  are  hereby  declared  duly- 
exchanged: 

1.  All  officers  and  men  captured  and  paroled  at  any  time  previous 
to  the  1st  of  September,  1S()3.  This  section,  however,  is  not  intended 
to  include  any  officers  or  men  captured  at  Vicksburg  July  -4,  18(Jo, 
except  such  as  were  declared  exchanged  by  Exchange  IS'otice  Xo.  6,  Sep- 
tember 12, 1S6;>,  or  are  .specifically  named  in  this  notice.  But  it  does 
not  embrace  all  deliveries  made  at  City  Point  or  other  places  before 
September  1,  1SC3.  and  with  the  limitation  above  named,  all  captures 
at  Port  Hudson  or  any  other  place  where  the  parties  were  released  on 
parole. 

2.  The  staff  of  Generals  Pemberton,  Stevenson,  Bowen,  Moore,  Bar- 
ton, S.  D.  Lee,  Gumming,  Harris,  and  Baldwin,  and  of  Colonels  Rey- 
nolds. Cockrell  and  Dockery;  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
engineer  corps,  and  sappers  and  miners,  and  the  Fourth  and  Forty- 
sixth  Mississippi  Regiments,  all  captured  at  Vicksburg  July  4, 1863. 

3.  The  general  officers  ('aptured  at  Vicksburg  July  4,  1863,  were 
declared  exchanged  July  13, 1863. 

aO.  OULD, 
1  ;  Agent  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  October  17,  1863. 
Hon.  R.  OllLD,  Afjcnt  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  On  the  i'2d  of  May.  1863,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  then  agent 
of  exchange  for  the  United  States,  inclosed  you  copies  of  General 
Orders,  iSTo.  49,  and  No.  100,  of  War  Department,  announcing  regula- 
tions and  instructions  for  the  government  of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  the  field 
in  the  matter  of  paroles,  stating  that  these  orders  and  the  cartel  are  to 
govern  our  forces.  When  the  cartel  conflicts  with  the  orders  they  must 
beset  aside.  The  cartel  requires  that  prisoners  of  war  shall  be  delivered 
at  certain  named  places,  and  if  they  are  not  so  delivered  the  paroles  can- 
not be  valid. 

In  consequence  of  the  usage  which  had  governed  both  parties  up  to 
that  time,  instructions  were  subsequently  issued  that  paroles  given 
before  the  22d  of  May  should  be  considered  valid,  though  deliveries  had 
not  been  made  as  required  by  the  cartel. 

In  order  to  the  putting  in  force  these  instructions  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  ask  your  consent.  We  were  only  bound  to  notify  you  that  from 
that  time  the  cartel  would  be  rigidly  adhered  to  by  us,  and  the  same 
course  would  be  exacted  of  the  Confederate  authorities.  If  you  wish 
paroles  recognized  when  the  parties  were  not  delivered  at  the  places 
named  in  the  cartel  you  "ask  that  paroles  not  in  conformity  with  the 
stipulations  of  the  cartel  should  be  regarded  as  valid." 

1  will  now  proceed  to  show  you  that  your  declaration  of  September 
12  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  cartel.  Your  reference  to  acts  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  does  not  sustain  you,  for  according  to  your 
own  letter  Lieutenant-Colonel  L.  was  declaring  an  exchange  to  cover  a 
"balance  due"'  on  declarations  previously  made  by  you. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND    CONFEDERATE.        389 

The  troops  thus  declared  exchanged  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow 
are  as  follows: 

Fifty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers 371 

Seventy-tifth  Regiment  Indiana  V'olnnteers 268 

Third  Regiment  Oliio  Volunteers 311 

Tennessee  cavalry  51^ 

1,  nox 

Parolfd  at  Mount  Sterling 463 

1,471 

You  .state  that  the  "exces.s,"  without  takinji  into  at'coniit  tiie  Mount 
Sterling  captures,  was  l-'.-'JO,  whereas  the  whole  number,  inchuling  said 
captures,  amount  only  to  1,47L 

If  in  making  up  this  balance  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  tailed  to 
give  rolls  and  numbers,  it  does  not  justify  you  in  anticipating  a  decla- 
ration by  me  without  furnishing  me  either  rolls  or  numbers  or  giving  me 
time  to  consult  the  records  to  make  them  up  for  myself. 

When  the  p;iroling  is  properly  done  both  parties  have  rolls  and  then 
there  can  be  little  difficulty  in  arranging  an  exchange  to  be  simultane- 
ously declared. 

Yon  state  that  wlien  the  Federal  troops  were  declared  exchanged  to 
the  tJth  of  May  the  Confederates  were  declared  exchanged  to  the  -M 
of  May,  inclusive.  1  have  nothing  to  show  that  the  exchanges  on  both 
sides  were  not  alike. 

The  </ontederate  prisoners  delivered  between  the  two  dates  amount 
to  5,(»S.'>  privates,  and  if  we  have  already  received  equivalents  tor  them 
they  should  be  deducted  from  my  former  comjmtation.  NVithout  couut- 
ing  these  the  number  covered  by  your  declaration  of  September  12 
and  the  subsequent  explanatory  declaration  of  September  21)  amounts 
to39.45().  The  number  of  Federal  troops  on  jiarole  to  September  1  and 
declared  exchanged  amounts  to  23,911.  The  otticers  included  are  those 
paroled  at  ( iettysburg  and  elsewhere,  not  those  delivered  at  < 'ity  Point. 

These  numbers  differ  from  those  given  to  you  before,  because  in 
making  up  that  calculation  all  eidisted  men  were  counted  alike,  whereas 
uon  commissioned  officers  should  have  been  counted  as  two  privates. 

Giving  you,  then,  credit  for  .3,083  enlisted  men,  which  you  state  were 
delivered  at  City  Point  between  the  tith  and  the  L'.'hI  of  May.  and 
declared  exchanged  by  Colonel  Ludlow,  you  are  now  in  our  debt  ."),.j.j!» 
enlisted  men. 

Y'ou  state  that  you  have  in  your  possession  valid  paroles  amounting 
to  1(),0I)0  men.  For  all  the  prisoners  that  we  claim  as  ou  parole  we  can 
show  the  rolls  of  delivery  at  the  places  named  in  the  cartel,  recei|ited 
by  Confederate  officers,  uud  if  you  can  sliow  sinular  rolls  of  tlie  K.i.onii 
men  you  speak  of  they  will,  of  course,  be  recognized  as  valid  and  you 
will  be  credited  with  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  :\[EREDITir, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  fur  h'xcltange. 


Office  CoM>nssARY-CrENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Wuhliiiigton,  D.  C,  October  17,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  ^LvsON,  Commanding,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

General:  The  changes  and  improvements  in  Camp  Chase  recom- 
mended by  you  have  beeu  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  he 
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(lecliues  now  to  order  the  changes  proposed.  Tour  prison  fand  is  get- 
ting to  be  very  large,  and  I  would  suggest  that  iu  future  instead  of 
converting  the  savings  into  money  the  commissary  simply  give  a  mem- 
orandum receipt  for  the  articles  to  show  that  they  are  in  his  hands,  and 
he  can  pay  for  them  from  time  to  time  as  it  may  become  necessary. 
The  letters  of  General  Morgan  and  other  prisoners  may  be  sent  direct 
to  General  Meredith,  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  at  Fort 
Monroe,  but  they  should  be  carefully  scrutinized  before  mailing  to  see 
that  they  are  of  proper  character,  relating  only  to  domestic  affairs,  not 
too  long  nor  too  frequent. 

V'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colo7itl  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Frisoners, 


Office  Commissary-General  of  PrisonercS, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  17,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

C'liininundiug  Depot  of  Prisoners,  Point  Lookout,  Md. : 
General:  Your  plans  and  estimates  for  barracks  at  Point  Lookout 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval,  but  he 
declines  at  this  time  to  order  the  barracks  constructed.  It  will,  there- 
fore, be  necessary  to  have  on  hand  a  supply  of  tents  to  meet  any  unex- 
pected arrival  of  prisoners,  and  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  you  will 
make  requisition  for  suttlcient  tents,  with  what  you  have  on  hand,  to 
accommodate  10,000  prisoners.  Kitchens  will  also  have  to  be  provided, 
but  these  may  be  built  with  the  prison  fund.  Locate  them  in  such  a 
way  that  if  hereafter  barracks  are  erected  they  will  be  in  convenient 
position.  Your  letter  without  date  in  reference  to  rolls  is  received, 
My  object  is  to  obtain  the  rolls  of  prisoners  received  at  the  earliest  day 
practicable  consistent  with  accuracy.  Copies  of  the  roll  received,  with 
explanations  of  errors  in  names,  so  that  all  records  may  be  corrected, 
is  what  I  require.  If  an  entire  new  roll  is  made  I  will  not  be  able  to 
compare  your  rolls  with  those  I  have  already  received,  as  there  will  be 
two  names  for  the  same  man,  which  it  will  not  be  possible  to  detect. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  17,  lSii3. 
Col.  C.  V.  De  Land, 

Conunandiiig  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.: 
Colonel:  The  Secretary  of  War  will  not  now  order  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  barracks  at  Camp  Douglas,  which  were  burned  down  last 
winter.     No  more  prisoners  will  be  ordered  there,  and  it  is  probable 
1,(100  will  be  transferred  to  the  new  depot  at  Rock  Island  in  a  few  days. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  op  Wab, 

Near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  17,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary -General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  You  meution  that  you  heard  that  three  prisoners  attempted 
an  escape  by  sawing  oti'  the  pickets,  and  that  if  I  think  best,  to  Itoard 
up  on  the  iuside.  Those  nieu  could  have  sawed  a  hole  through  plank  as 
well  as  what  they  did.  They  would  liave  had  more  difficulty  to  get  in 
the  saw,  it  is  true,  unless  they  had  an  auger.  I  shall  put  up  more 
lamps.  There  must  be  lamps  enough  so  tiuit  the  sentinels  can  see, 
however  stormy  and  dark.  It  was  a  very  stormy  and  dark  night.  It 
does  not  do  to  rely  on  hearing  at  all,  as  the  noise  of  the  waveb  over- 
comes every  other.  The  prisoners  have  exhibited  much  enterprise  of 
late  in  the  attemi)ts  to  get  out.  They  have  tried  digging  under  ground 
from  sinks;  also  from  quarters,  commencing  under  the  buildings.  None 
have  been  successful  and  1  hope  none  will  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VVM.  S.  PIERSON, 
Lieittenant-Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Comniandiny. 


Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Near  tiandusky,  Ohio,  October  17,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Colonel:  The  smallpox  has  been  brought  here  by  prisoners  three 
times;  twice  from  Alton.  Cases  well  developed  have  been  in  the 
ranks  when  prisoners  arrived,  though  I  suppose  not  so  on  leaving 
Alton.  Hitherto  it  has  been  kept  under,  but  is  increasing  now.  There 
are  seven  cases  in  the  pest-house.  There  is  much  alarm  in  the  prison, 
and  cunning  men  in  there  are  pretending  to  be  more  alarmed  than  they 
are.  It  is  one  way  on  the  part  of  desperate  men  to  urge  on  desi)erate 
attempts.  I  have  directed  the  tloctor  to  do  everything  in  the  way  of 
puridcation:  also  to  have  every  prisoner  vaccinated  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  to  move  out  cases  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  detected.  Of  course, 
it  is  a  bad  disease  in  such  a  crowd. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIERSOIS", 
Lieidenant-Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Octuber  17.  i^tf.7. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,   Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  inspection 
of  the  U.  S.  military  prison  at  Alton,  111.     I  am  now  engaged  inspect- 
ing the  prison  hospitals  at  this  place,  and  shall  leave  for  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  on  the  -0th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of   War. 
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[Ijiclosure.] 

Report  of  inspection  of  the  prisoners  of  icar  hospital  at  U.  8.  military 
prison,  Alton,  III,  October  15, 1863,  by  A.  If.  Clark,  surgeon  and  act- 
ing medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Surgeon  in  charge — Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  H.  Williams.  Location — on  a 
limestone  bluff  on  left  bank  of  Mississippi  River  at  northern  border  of 
the  city  of  Alton,  111.  Vicinage — south,  city;  west,  Mississippi  Eiver; 
north  and  east,  limeston'-  hills.  Drainage — very  good,  drains  kept  in 
good  order,  lead  into  main  sewer  emptying  into  river.  Buildings — for- 
merly used  as  State  prison  workshops.  Wards — two  in  number,  besides 
a  small  shanty  used  as  a  smallpox  hospital,  on  the  northern  end  of  a 
small  island  in  the  river  opposite  the  prison.  Capacity — for  100  patients. 
Patients,  number  of — IH.  Patients,  condition  of — very  good,  although 
the  wards  are  overcrowded.  Ventilation — very  good,  by  side  windows 
in  each  ward.  Warming — sufficient,  by  stoves.  Lighting — lamps,  coal 
oil.  Lavatories  and  baihs — sutiicient  and  in  good  order.  Water  sup- 
ply— water  brought  from  river  in  casks;  one  well  in  prison  but  water 
not  good.  Sewerage — sufficient  and  well  attended  to.  Latrines  and 
sinks — sufficient  in  number,  well  constructed,  well  policed,  and  well  dis- 
infected. Excreta,  removal  of — carried  off  by  a  drain  connecting  with 
main  sewer.  Furniture  and  utensils — sufficient  in  quantity  and  in  good 
order,  except  bedsteads,  which  are  of  wood.  Bedding — sufficient  and 
clean.  Kitchen — in  good  mder  and  well  policed.  Kitchen  utensils — 
sufficient  and  well  kept.  Cooks — prisoners,  duties  well  performed. 
Cooking  and  serving — daily  inspected  by  surgeon  in  charge.  Diet, 
quality  of — good.  Diet,  variety  of — according  to  U.  S.  Army  hospital 
diet  table.  Means  of  supply — through  commissary  and  by  purchase 
from  hospital  fund.  Diet  tables — U.  S.  Army  hospital  diet  table.  Store- 
room— small  and  close,  no  means  of  ventilation,  but  clean  and  well 
kept ;  not  sufficient  room.  Dispensary — well  kept.  Instruments  and 
medicines — sufficient  supply  and  in  good  order.  Compounding  and 
dispensing — by  a  hospital  steward  said  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  to  be 
competent.  Hospital  stores  and  comforts — sufficient  in  quantity  and 
same  as  U.  S.  Army  general  hospital;  obtained  on  requisition  from  medi- 
cal purveyor.  Hospital  records — very  well  kept.  Hospital  accounts — 
everything  accounted  for  as  in  U.  S.  Army  general  hospital.  Hospital 
fund — none  on  hand;  has  been  expended  for  use  of  the  sick.  Hospi- 
tal clothing — sufficient,  obtained  on  requisition  from  medical  purveyor. 
Reports — well  attended  to,  except  report  of  deaths  to  Commissary-Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners.  Laundresses  and  laundry — no  laundry  attached  to 
prison,  clothing  and  bedding  washed  outside  by  laundresses  paid  from 
hospital  fund.  Repairs — none  apparently  needed  at  present;  a  new 
floor  has  been  recently  laid  in  one  of  the  wards.  Alterations  and  addi- 
tions— should  be  additional  accommodations  for  twenty-five  patients 
provided.  Medical  attendance — competent  but  insufficient;  an  addi- 
tional medical  officer  is  needed.  Discipline  and  police — (.liscipline  not 
as  strict  as  it  should  be;  police  very  good.  2furses — men,  prisoners. 
Operating  rooms — none  provided,  operations  seldom  required.  Post- 
mortem rooms  and  dead-houses — none  provided.  Interments — in  city 
cemetery.  Diseases  prevalent — typho-malarial  fever,  pneumonia,  dys- 
entery, diarrhea.  Diseases  zymotic — erysipelas;  smallpox  has  been 
very  jirevalent,  but  five  cases  now  remain  and  they  are  recovering. 
Diseases,  prevention  of — now  carefully  attended  to;  every  man  is  vac- 
cinated on  his  eutry  into  the  prison.     Recoveries  from  diseases — ready, 
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considering  the  general  debilitated  condition  of  the  patients.  Mortal- 
ity from  diseases — average  for  last  three  months,  7  per  cent,  of  the  sick  ; 
about  l'.8  per  cent,  of  n-hole  number  of  prisoners.  This  high  average  is 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  1863. 

Medical  officers — Dr.  U.  Williams,  contract  made  July  4,  1803,  by 
Major  Heudricksou,  former  commandant,  a  thoroughly  competent  offi- 
cer; Dr.  D.  R.  Marks,  contract  made  September  1,  1863,  by  Colonel 
Kincaid.  Commandant  of  post — Col.  G.  W.  Kincaid,  Thirty-seventh 
Iowa  Volunteers.  Command  and  strength — prisoners  of  war,  950; 
civilians,  male,  160;  female.  2;  total,  162;  Federal  prisoners,  16-1;  total 
prisoners,  1,276.  Guard — Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteers,  764.  Police 
of  prison — generally  very  good,  is  somewhat  neglected  about  the  mess- 
room  and  ([uarters  of  Federal  i)risoners.  The  prison  cells  are  in  very 
good  condition,  except  that  ti:e  bedding,  &c.,  is  not  taken  out  and  aired 
with  sufficient  frequency,  and  tiie  prisoners  are  allowed  to  occupy  the 
cell  during  the  day.  (j>uarters — the  prison  is  overcrowded;  there  is 
only  sufficient  accommodation  for  about  900  prisoners;  many  of  the 
cells  are  occupied  by  two  men;  the  cells  are  well  ventilated  by  means 
of  shafts  opening  into  the  cells,  and  communicating  with  a  main  shaft 
opening  on  the  outside  of  the  building;  they  are  well  warmed  by  means 
of  stoves  in  the  corridors.  Such  quarters  as  were  formerly  used  as 
workshops  are  tolerably  well  ventilated  by  means  of  side  windows,  and 
are  warmed  by  stoves  and  open  tirei>laces.  Cooking— the  kitchen  is 
well  arranged  and  is  well  kept;  the  food  and  cooking  for  the  prisoners 
is  frei|uently  inspected  liy  the  surgeon  in  charge.  Cleanliness  of  men 
and  clothing  is  better  observed  than  in  the  other  prisons  which  I  have 
visited,  but  is  still  not  as  strictly  enforced  as  it  should  be;  the  laundry 
facilities  are  entirely  insufficient.  Clothing— sufficient  and  good, 
obtained  on  requisition  fromqnartermaster'sdepartment.  Prison  fund- 
over  87,000  now  on  hand.  Articles  purchased  from  this  fund  are  reg- 
istered, ready  to  be  accounted  for  when  necessary.  In  this  {)rison  more 
than  any  other  which  I  liave  yet  visited,  regard  seems  to  be  paid  to 
the  comfort  as  well  as  security  of  the  prisoners.  The  military  disci- 
pline maintained  is  not  as  strict  as  it  should  be,  yet  every  precaution 
seems  to  be  taken  to  prevent  esca[)es. 

The  surgeon  in  charge  is  skillful  and  experienced  in  his  duties,  hav- 
ing served  for  two  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  All  means 
in  his  power  are  taken  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  health 
of  the  well.  Disinfectants  are  thorougldy  and  Judiciously  used.  The 
necessity  of  ventilation  is  recognized  and  well  provided  for,  and  the 
result,  notwithstanding  the  crowded  state  of  the  prison,  is  plainly  to 
be  seen  in  the  pure  condition  of  the  atmosiihere  in  the  corridors  and 
wards  and  in  the  improved  appearance  of  the  inmates. 

This  prison  has  lately  suffered  severely  from  an  epidemic  of  small- 
pox. This,  by  the  energetic  and  well  directed  efforts  of  the  [iresent 
surgeon  in  charge,  has  been  thorougly  arrested.  A  temporary  small- 
pox hospital  was  erected  on  a  small  island  in  the  river  oiqiosite  the 
prison,  and  to  it  every  ca.se  of  the  disease  was  removed,  with  the  nec- 
essary nurses,  dispensary,  cooking  apparatus,  >S:c.,  and  a  strict  quaran- 
tine established.  Every  person  in  the  prison  was  vaccinated,  antl  this 
is  still  enforced  with  each  new  prisoner  on  his  entrance.  The  result  is 
that  there  are  liut  five  cases  of  the  disea.se  remaining,  and  they  are 
rapidly  recovering. 

A.  M.  CLAKK. 
tSurgeon  and  Actinij  .][ciliciil  [nsprrtor  <>/  Prisoaeis  of  Why. 
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Headquaetebs  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  October  18, 1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary -General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  yon  herewith  copies  of  several 
eommunicatious  received  this  day  fron»  Mr.  Onld,*  to  which  I  bej? 
leave  to  call  your  attention. 

May  I  ask  you  to  advise  me  as  to  any  step  I  should  take  in  the 
premises? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Meridian,  Miss.,  October  18,  18(>3. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Dear  Sir:  This  will  inform  you  that  Maj.  M.  W.  Sims,  a  member 
of  General  P.  O.  Hebert's  statf,  of  Texas,  was  captured  by  the  Federals 
at  Natchez  on  the  13th  day  of  July  last  on  his  return  to  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  He  had  been  sent  with  dispatches  from 
General  E.  K.Smith  to  yourself,  which  he  delivered  to  you  at  Jackson, 
Miss.,  on  the  Itth  (ir  10th  of  July  last.  He  was  taken  to  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  he  was  kept  about  three  weeks,  when  he  was  sent  to  John- 
son's Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  where  he  was  detained  about  one  month, 
when  he  was  ordered  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  as  he  supposed,  to  be  ex- 
changed, and  knew  not  to  the  contrary  until  he  landed  at  Vicksburg 
and  was  ordered  to  jail,  where  be  is  now  confined  as  a  felon  on  the 
charge  of  having  ordered  the  execution  of  two  Federal  prisoners  at  the 
engagement  at  Milliken's  Bend.  The  above  information  was  written 
to  General  Reuben  Davis,  of  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  by  two  different  persons, 
friends  of  Major  Sims,  one  of  whom  lives  in  Vicksburg  and  the  other  ^ 
east  of  that  place  somewhere.  General  Davis  was  requested  to  give 
immediate  notice  of  his  condition  to  General  R.  E.  Lee  or  yourself. 
General  Davis  immediately  inclosed  one  of  said  letters  to  President 
Davis  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  the  other  to  yourself  at  this  place,  request- 
ing his  and  your  intercession  on  his  behalf.  If  the  case  be  such  as 
not  to  admit  of  retaliation,  can  you  not  at  least  provide  by  flag  of  truce 
some  means  for  him  to  have  the  benefit  of  all  the  evidence  that  can  be 
produced  on  our  side  in  his  favor?  You  know  the  course  to  pursue 
that  will  be  most  beneficial  to  him.  By  giving  this  matter  your  prompt 
and  careful  atteufiou  you  will  bring  upon  me  an  obligation  to  you  that 
caunot  be  discharged  during  the  rest  of  my  life,  and  be  the  means  per- 
haps of  rescuing  from  an  untimely  and  shametul  death  a  Confederate 
soldier  and  gentleman.  Might  there  not  be  some  additional  testimony 
obtained  by  corresfionding  with  Generals  P.  O.  Hebert  and  E.  K. 
Smith  ' 

\'ery  respectfuHv,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  SIMS. 


Judge- Advocate-General's  Office, 

October  19,  1863. 
Hon.  Ira  Harris: 

Dkar  Sir:  Vour  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  to  whom  the  determination  of  the 

'  .St^e  pp.  OS6-388  fur  probable  inclosures. 
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question  raised  properly  belongs.  He  will  no  doubt  advise  you  of  his 
decision  on  the  application.  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  for  m« 
to  say  that  the  opinion  is  entertained  that  at  present  the  policy  of  the 
Department  is  against  allowing  rebel  prisoners  of  war  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  so  long  as  we  have  captured  soldiers  of  our  owu  remaiuiog 
in  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  authorities  subject  to  exchange.  They 
are  believed  to  have  the  tirst  claim  upon  our  Government,  a  claim  which 
would  seem  to  be  ignored  to  the  extent  that  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
means  of  meeting  it  by  setting  at  liberty  those  who,  under  the  cartel, 
constitute  the  only  available  means  for  effecting  exchanges.  It  is  true 
that  by  this  process  soldiers  are  withdrawn  trom  rebel  ranks,  but  this  is 
not  regarded  as  such  a  gain  to  our  cause  as  is  the  ransom  of  our  own 
tried  troops  from  Southern  prisons.  There  are  in  adilition  considera- 
tions of  humanity  involved  which  cannot  be  disregarded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
■Tudge-Adrocute- General. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

WashiiKjton,  1).  C,  Octuber  19,  IS63. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Pierson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  I  have  just  received  the  report  of  Surgeon  Clark,  a  med- 
iciil  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war,  of  his  inspection  of  the  sanitary  con- 
diriou  of  the  depot  under  your  command,  and  there  are  some  things  in 
his  report  which  re(iuire  immediate  attention.  Surgeon  Clark  reports 
tlie  police  of  the  prisoners'  barracks  and  hospital  very  had.  This  is  a 
htate  of  things  for  which  there  can  be  no  sutMcient  excuse.  If  the 
police  cannot  be  very  good  tliere  is  surely  no  excuse  for  its  being  very 
bad.  In  such  a  body  of  men  there  should  be  found  enough  with  proper 
feelings  of  humanity,  cleanliness,  and  industry  to  take  charge  of  a  hos- 
pital of  sixty  patients  and  keep  it  in  tolerable  police.  It  requires  ouly 
proper  energy  and  judgment  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  to  insure 
favorable  results.  The  police  of  the  whole  camp,  excepting  the  officers' 
quarters,  and  to  a  certain  extent  the  guard  barracks  and  hospital,  is 
most  inexcusably  neglected.  Some  of  the  beils  in  the  prison  hosiiital 
are  in  a  horribly  tilthy  condition.  I  do  not  appreciate  the  necessity  for 
this  state  of  things,  knowing  that  you  have  a  wash-house  and  the  means 
of  paying  for  the  washing.  It  shows  a  very  great  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  surgeon  in  charge,  which  the  commanding  officer  should  not 
have  tolerated.  It  is  reported  that  but  two  wards  are  in  use.  the  other 
two  rei[uiring  repairs.  1  cannot  understand  why  any  part  of  the  hos- 
pital should  be  permitted  to  liecome  so  much  out  of  repair  as  to  be 
unfit  for  occupancy,  exce|it  through  the  same  causes  which  bring  about 
the  utter  neglect  of  cleanliness.  There  is  a  deticiency  of  hospital  nn<Icr- 
clothing,  and  this,  with  the  bedding,  is  not  properly  washed.  Rcce|ita- 
cles  tor  garbage  and  other  offal  from  the  cook-houses  and  barracks 
should  be  provided.  Lime  or  some  more  powerful  disintecting  agent 
should  be  used  morefreelv.  The  prisoners' barracks  should  be  thoroughly 
policed  every  day  instead  of  once  a  week.  I  observed  several  chamber 
utensils  in  the  barracks.  These  should  only  be  allowed  in  the  hospitals. 
Much  of  the  fault  undoubtedly  lies  with  the  prisoners  themselves,  hut 
were  deficiencies  once  supplied  and  strict  discipline  eutbrced  a  much 
better  condition  of  things  would  soon  ensue. 
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I  make  these  quotations  to  call  your  attention  to  the  most  conspic- 
uous deficieucies,  in  the  expectation  that  immediate  measures  will  be 
taken  to  remedy  the  present  unsatisfactory  condition  of  your  command. 
You  have  a  held  officer  to  assist  you  in  the  executive  duties  and  a  sur- 
geon in  the  immediate  charge  of  the  sick  and  the  hospital,  and  if  there 
is  anything  wanting  in  any  branch  of  the  service  the  responsibility 
rests  on  you.  Surgeon  dark  recommends  some  arrangement  for  a  more 
thorough  ventilation  of  the  barracks  and  hospital,  and  you  are  at  lib- 
erty to  effect  this  object  in  any  way  tiiat  is  practicable.  He  reports 
the  sinks  in  a  lilthy  condition  and  nearly  filled  up.  Have  new  ones  dug 
immediately  and  the  old  ones  tilled  up,  either  by  the  labor  of  prisoners 
or  by  hiring  laborers  to  be  paid  out  of  the  prison  fund,  as  you  may 
think  advisable.  This  matter  should  not  have  been  lett  to  be  ordered 
on  the  report  of  a  medical  inspector.  I  cannot  go  into  details  as  to 
what  steps  you  should  take  to  put  your  command  in  a  proper  condition 
in  all  Its  branches.  You  have  the  authority  in  your  owu  hands,  and  it 
is  left  to  your  discretion  and  Judgment  to  use  it  in  such  way  as  to 
insure  proper  results.  Surgeon  Clark  recommends  the  introduction  of 
another  water  pipe  and  pump,  which  I  approve  of.  the  expense  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  prison  fund.  A  medical  officer  will  be  ordered  to  the 
depot  to  assist  Doctor  W'oodbridge,  from  wliich  I  anticipate  an  improved 
condition  of  the  sick  and  hospital.  If  you  require  more  room  for  the 
sick  or  the  guard,  build  a  kitchen  and  store-room  in  rear  of  the  hospital, 
and  use  the  rooms  so  vacated  for  wards.  If  all  the  wards  in  the  hos- 
pital are  put  in  good  condition,  and  you  have  not  got  sufficient  room 
for  the  sick,  appropriate  the  whole  or  part  of  an  adjoining  building  to 
the  use  of  the  convalescent  cases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commixsarij-Gi'neral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  CoinriasARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  19,  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Pierson, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  SandusJcy,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  urging  the  necessity  for 
additional  guard  and  the  presence  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Michigan  in 
the  Bay  of  Sandusky  to  prevent  an  attempt  by  the  prisoners  of  war  to 
make  their  escape  is  received.  I  am  still  of  the  o[)inion  that  with  due 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  guard  tiiere  is  little  danger  that  the  pris- 
oners will  make  an  effort  to  escajie  Ijy  overcoming  the  guard.  You 
have  two  block-bouses  wliich  cannot  be  taken  by  unarmed  men  unless 
the  guard  on  duty  in  tlieiu  all  go  to  sleep  and  suffer  themselves  to  be 
surprised  and  disarmed.  Vour  cmnpanies  are  armed  with  muskets  and 
revolvers,  and  if  your  men  arc  proi)crly  cautioned  as  to  the  disposition 
of  their  arms  on  retiring  at  niulit,  it  should  not  be  possible  for  the 
prisoners  to  overcome  tlicni  Ix'fore  they  can  use  them  effectually. 
Assuming,  as  you  suggest,  the  i)()Ssibiiity  of  their  disarming  your 
command,  how  are  they  guing  to  leave  the  island  when  you  have  com- 
mand of  the  water?  They  cannot  cross  to  the  mainland  either  on  rafts 
or  in  boats  when  you  have  the  Kastcrn,  and  other  boats  if  necessary, 
to  prevent  it.  It  cannot  he  expected  that  your  command  will  be  so 
large  that  no  special  attention  \\  ill  lie  requisite  to  deter  the  prisoners 
from  a  combined  ctfort  to  esmpc.  miil  ,is  war  cannot  be  made  without 
some  hazard,  your  command  mn^r  l>i-  prepared  to  overcome  any  attack 
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that  its  limited  number  may  possibly,  but  not  probably  invite.  To 
habituate  your  men  to  be  always  on  the  alert,  require  them  to  parade 
under  arms  at  reveille  and  tattoo,  the  officers  being  all  present,  and  let 
each  man  have  a  particular  place  where  to  place  his  arms,  and  five  him 
special  instructions  what  to  do  in  case  of  alarm,  day  or  night.  If  a  tire 
should  brea,k  out,  your  whole  command,  except  such  as  have  been 
specially  detailed  to  subdue  the  tire,  should  be  under  arms.  To  be 
prepared  for  any  emergency,  prepare  a  telegram  to  the  military  com- 
mandant at  Detroit,  calling  for  a  steamer  and  troops  to  assist  you,  and 
leave  it  at  the  telegraph  office  or  with  s(jme  person  in  whom  you  have 
confidence,  to  be  forwarded  upon  the  occurrence  of  any  considerable 
signs  of  a  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  such  as  the  continuous 
tiring  of  guns.  Uave  it  so  understood  that  there  will  be  no  false  alarm. 
You  had  better  write  to  the  military  commandant,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R. 
Smith,  and  explain  to  him  what  you  think  may  occur,  and  what  kind 
of  assistance  you  will  require,  so  that  he  may  be  prepared  for  your 
telegram. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  UOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Hd<,>rs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisonees  of  War, 

Xear  Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  19,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  On  the  arrival  of  the  last  detachment  of  prisoners  on 
the  16th  there  were  among  them  six  servants,  four  colored  and  two 
white,  the  latter  small  boys.  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  of  the  Tenth 
Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  who  had  charge  of  the  prisoners,  said  these 
servants  were  furnished  transportation  to  this  jiost.  The  officers 
(prisoners)  assured  me  they  had  been  allowed  in  all  the  prisons  they 
had  been  in.  and  that  transportation  had  been  furnished.  Also  that 
it  was  fully  understood  and  agreed  upon  b\-  General  Banks  in  the  sur- 
reiuler  at  Port  Hudson.  I  ini[uiied  for  any  paper  on  the  subject,  and 
was  shown  the  paper  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  viz,  Special 
Orders,  No.  240.  I  told  them  the  servants  could  go  in:  that  I  sliould 
issue  no  rations  for  them,  and  that  I  would  forward  a  statement  of  the 
matter  to  you  for  directions.  I  inclose  the  same  herewith.  As  these 
servants  iiave  been  sent  along  by  the  permission  of  Oeneral  Banks  I 
thought  it  proper  some  one  should  pass  on  tlie  matter  of  higher 
authority  than  myself.  Please  give  uie  such  directions  as  you  think 
proper. 

\*ery  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIEPSON, 
LieiifenaHt-Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Commandimj. 

P.  S. — Besides  the  permission  to  Colonel  Steedman  I  saw  other  |ier- 
missions.  hut  do  not  know  as  all  had  from  seeing  them,  but  they  ga\e 
me  their  word  tluit  they  all  brought  them  by  permission. 

[Inclo^jnre.] 

U.  S.  Prison,  Johnson's  Island,  October  17,  1S63. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pierson: 

Sir:  We.  the  uiulersigneil  officers  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  now  prisoners 
of  war.  respecttnlly  ask  that  our  negro  servants,  four  in  number,  who 
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have  accompanied  us  here,  be  permitted  to  enter  and  remain  in  the 
prison  with  us  during  our  confinement.  We  would  base  oar  applica- 
tion upon  one  of  the  articles  of  capitulation  under  which  the  garrison 
of  Port  Hudson  was  surrendered.  The  article  is  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows (we  have  no  copy  with  us) :  That  servants  belonging  to  officers  of 
the  command  be  permitted  either  to  go  to  their  respective  homes  or 
accompany  their  owners,  at  their  own  choica  Under  this  stipulation 
many  servants  in  the  command  went  home  in  charge  of  horses  and 
other  private  property,  passports  being  given  for  the  purpose  by  the 
provost-marshal.  The  servants  of  the  undersigned,  desiring  to  accom- 
pany us,  were  given  passports  and  transportation  in  the  steamers  with 
us  to  New  Orleans.  They  were  admitted  into  the  prisons  with  us  and 
allowed  to  remain  during  our  three  months'  confinement  there.  When 
ordered  to  iSTew  York,  fearing  some  difficulty  in  retaining  our  servants, 
application  was  made  to  Major-Geueral  Banks  for  a  special  order 
wliich  would  avoid  all  difficulty  in  liis  department  and  at  the  same 
time  answer  as  the  best  recommendation  we  could  have  for  their  admis- 
sion into  prisons  beyond  the  control  of  Major-General  Banks.  The 
special  order  was  promptly  given,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed  with  this 
communication.  ITnder  this  order  these  servants  accompanied  us  to 
2^ew  York,  theuce  to  Governor's  Island,  and  from  there  to  this  point. 
We  now  earnestly  ask  that  they  be  allowed  to  remain  in  this  prison 
with  us  for  the  reasons  stated  above.  Furthermore,  they  are  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  remain,  their  wishes  having  been  consulted  upon  each 
removal.  Humanity,  independent  of  the  above  considerations,  would 
forbid  our  quietly  permitting  these  faithful  servants  to  be  turned  loose 
during  a  winter  in  this  latitude,  without  means  or  friends. 
We  are,  very  respectfully, 

I.  G.  W.  STEEDMAN, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers,  G.  S.  Army. 

R.  M.   HEWITT, 
Captain,  and  Adjutant  Miles  Legion,  C.  S.  Army.    . 

J.  B.  WILSON,  : 

Lieutenant,  Thirty  ninth  Mississippi  Volunteers,  G.  S.  Army. 

O.  P.  AMACKER, 
Captain,  Xinth  Louisiana  Battalion  Cavalry,  C.  S.  Army. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Xo.  I'iO.  )'  yeic  Orleans,  September  35,  1S63. 

I.  Col.  I.  G.  W.  Steedraan,  G.  S.  service,  prisoner  of  war.  has  per- 
mission to  take  his  servant  North  with  him.  .  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks: 

G.  NORMAN  LIEBER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Richmond,  October  19,  1863. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Xavy : 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  inclose  to  you  a  communication  just 
received  by  tiag-of  truce  boat.  No  such  list  as  Mr.  Welles  refers  to  has 
ever  been  presented  to  me  by  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange. 
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The  latter  sentence  of  Mr.  Welles'  letter  contains  a  malignant  false- 
hood. The  Navy  Department  at  Washington,  never  having  made  any 
proposition  -'to  effect  exchanges,"  it  cannot  be  truthfully  said  that  the 
authorities  at  Richmond  have  declined  to  respond.  In  point  of  fact 
Commander  Webb  and  his  brother  ofBcers  are  detained  becau^^e  it  is 
the  evident  determination  of  the  authorities  at  Washington  to  keep 
our  officers,  army  and  navy,  in  captivity.  So  far  from  Mr.  Welles 
having  shown  any  disposition  to  further  exchanges,  he  has  more  than 
once  caused  parties  to  be  arrested  and  contiued  who  had  been  released 
by  the  orders  of  the  Federal  War  Department,  in  consequence  of  a 
specific  arrangement  of  exchange  made  between  the  Federal  agent  and 
myself. 

I  see  no  good  reason  for  making  a  distinction  between  navy  and 
army  ofBcers.  I  would  therefore  nuich  prefer  a  general  exchange  of  all 
ofHcers.  To  that  end  several  weeks  ago  1  submitted  a  formal  propo- 
sition  to  the  Federal  agent,  to  which  he  has  not  respoiide<l,  and  proba- 
bly never  will.  Yet  so  anxious  am  1  to  procure  the  release  of  our 
officers  that,  though  opposed  to  special  exchanges  for  many  godd 
reasons,  I  will  agree  to  the  proposition  which  Mr.  Welles  says  has  liecn 
pioposed  by  him  whenever  it  is  presented  to  lue,  if  it  includes  all  of 
our  navy  officers  held  in  conflnenient. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OLTLD, 
Agent  of  Exchatifje. 


Xavy  Department,  Washingion,  October  jo.  I'^fiS. 
Hon.  E.  .M.  Stantox,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  perusal  three 
letters  from  Actinj,'-  Master  John  Dillingham,  U.  S.  iSTavy.  late  command- 
ing officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Morning  Light,  which  vessel,  with  the  V.  S. 
schooner  Velocity,  was  captured  at  Sabine  Pass  on  the  -1st  of  January 
last.  The  officers  and  crews  of  these  vessels  have  been  in  confinement 
since  that  date,  and,  it  appears  from  the  letters  of  Acting  Master  Dil- 
lingham, have  suffered  much  from  sickness  and  other  causes.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will  be  soon  released  and  restored  to  the  service 
and  their  families. 

In  addition  to  these  cases,  the  detention  of  a  part  of  the  officers  and 
a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  L'.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane  is  a  subje<'t  that 
deserves  especial  attention.  The  Harriet  Lane  was  captured  January 
1,  1863,  and  some  of  her  officers  and  men  were  paroled  and  sent  honte 
shortly  afterward.  The  remainder  have  been  detained  aiul  imprisoned, 
notwithstanding  this  Department  was  informed  by  Colonel  Ludlow  on 
the  30th  of  3[ay  last  that  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Harriet  Lane 
had  been  declared  duly  exchanged.  The  detention  of  these  per^oii< 
lias  been  several  times  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  coinmissioneis  for 
the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  they  doubtless  save  the  subject  their 
attention.  But  the  desired  object  has  uot  been  attained,  and  jtroinpt 
and  more  potent  measures  seem  to  be  required.  I  therefore  have  the 
h(mor  to  invite  your  uttention  to  the  subject. 
Verv  respectlully,  >^c., 

GIDEON   WELLES. 
iSetretary  of  the  Xunj. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Washington,  October  36, 1863: 
This  copy  of  <i  letter  from  the  Navy  to  the  War  Department  is  sent 
to  General  Meredith,  with  instructions  to  confer  with  Mr.  Ould  on  the 
subject,  especially  as  to  the  prisoners  of  the  Harriet  Laue. 

General  Meredith's  report  on  the  subject,  when  received  by  the 
undersigned,  will  be  transmitted  to  Navy  "Department. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Comntis.sioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army,  October  30,  18H3. 
Colonel  Hoffman: 

Colonel:  The  General-in  Chief  wishes  to  know  the  number  of  U.S. 
troops  paroled,  but  not  yet  exchanged. 
Very  respectfully, 

.1.  C.  KELTOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[First  inilorBi'iiicnt-! 

October  20,  18C3. 
COLONEL:  There  are  1,371  men  on  parole,  delivered  at  City  Point  in 
September. 
Yours, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

[Socoud  indoraeinentj 

October  21,  1863. 
General  HiTCHCOCK: 
Cannot  these  men  be  declared  exchanged  and  sent  to  the  field? 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in  Chief. 

[Tbinl  imlnrs.-mcut.] 

I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  irregularities  set  on  foot  by  Mr.  Ould 
nuist  end  somewhere,  and  had  better  be  terminated  by  non-action  on 
our  part  from  the  date  of  the  last  declaration.  To  declare  the  men 
exchanged  who  have  been  paroled  since  the  1st  of  September  will  seem 
to  be  following  the  example  ot  Mr.  Ould  in  a  false  direction,  and  can 
only  tend  to  embarrass  future  etfoits  to  return  to  tiie  laws  and  usages 
of  war.  At  all  events,  before  making  a  farther  declarntion  of  exchange 
on  our  part  it  would  be  better  to  make  one  distinct  ettbrt  to  draw  from 
the  rebel  agent  a  statement  of  the  kiiul  of  paroled  prisoners  he  claims 
as  constituting  his  rights  to  make  declarations. 

Kespectfullv  submitte<I. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of   Vol  nnti  cr^  and   Conunissioner  fir  E.rchanar. 


Di'.rnr  i.F  Prisoners  of  War, 

\tnr  Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  20,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  I'iekshn. 

Co)iniiandini/   Ih'put   I'risoners  of  War: 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  instnirtions  received  from  you  this  morn- 
ing I  have  the  honor  to  rejxirr   that  in   my  opinion  our  force  here  is 
inadequate  tothednty  at  pies(i;t,  ;iiiil  should  be  re- en  forced  to  the  extent 
of  at  least  two  couipaiues  ,ii    imm  c.   aiul   in   the  event  of  the  present 
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number  of  prisoners  remaining  until  the  bay  is  frozen  over  three  or 
four  companies  more  tban  our  present  force  would  be  none  too  much. 
If  the  gun-boat  Michigan  could  be  ordered  here  it  would  add  vastly  to 
the  security  of  the  prisoners  and  prevent  even  the  attempt  at  revolt 
which  in  their  present  temper  is  likely  to  occur  at  any  moment.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant 

E,  A.  SCOVILL,  ' 

Major  Hoffman\^  Battalion  Ohio   Volunteer  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xear  Sarulu.sJiy,  Ohio,  October  M,  1S63. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  William  Hortman,  Third  Infantry,  r.  S. 
Army,  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  with  the  report  that  I  called 
on  Major  Scovill  in  obedience  to  your  telegram,  this  day  received,  for 
his  views  as  to  increase  of  guards  at  this  fort,  and  the  within  is  his 
reply. 

WM.  S.  PIEKSON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman's  Battalion,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  October  20,  18(13. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  More  than  a  month  ago  I  asked  your  acquiescence  in  a  propo- 
sition that  all  officers  and  soldiers  on  both  sides  should  be  released  in 
conformity  with  the  [)rovisions  of  the  cartel.  In  order  to  obviate  the 
difficulties  between  us  I  suggested  that  all  officers  and  men  on  both 
sides  should  be  released,  unless  they  were  subject  to  charges,  in  which 
event  the  opposite  Government  should  have  the  right  of  holding  one 
or  more  hostages  if  the  retention  was  not  justitted.  You  stated  to 
me  in  conversation  that  this  proposition  was  very  fair,  and  that  you 
would  ask  the  consent  of  your  Government  to  it.  As  usual,  you  have 
as  yet  made  no  response.  1  tell  you  irankly  I  do  not  expect  anv. 
Perhaps  you  may  disappoint  me  and  tell  me  that  you  reject  or  accept 
the  proposition.  I  write  this  letter  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  your 
recollection  my  proposition,  and  of  dissipating  the  idea  that  seems  to 
have  been  purposely  encouraged  by  your  public  papers,  that  the  Con- 
federate Government  has  refused  or  objected  to  a  system  of  eschanse. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  mistake  in  that  direction  I  now  propo.se  that 
all  officers  and  men  on  both  sides  be  released  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  cartel,  the  excess  on  one  side  or  the  otli^er  to  be  on 
parole.  Will  you  accept  this  2  I  have  no  expectation  of  ;in  answer, 
but  perhaps  you  may  give  one.  If  it;  does  come.  I  hope  it  will  be  soon. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KG.  OCLI), 
A<ienl  of  Exchange. 


Headi,iuarters  Sixteenth  Armv  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tcini.,  October  I'ft,  IStiS. 
Commanding  Officer  C.  S.  Army  in  North  Mississippi: 

Sir:  I  am  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  P>rigadier-General  Chalmers 
stating  that  he  holds  two  officers,  lately  captured.  :is  hostages  for  one 
Cushman,  pretending  to  be  a  captain  in  C.  S.  service. 
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The  offenses  for  which  Oushman  was  tried  are  robbery  and  murder, 
not  pretended  to  have  been  committed  in  any  military  capacity,  and 
within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces. 

'So  evidence  has  been  produced  that  Gushman  has,  or  ever  had, 
any  rank  in  the  Confederate  service,  or  has  ever  been  commissioned, 
appointed,  or  recognized  by  any  legitiraat*  authority,  or  was  ever  sub- 
ject to  or  obeyed  any  orders  of  any  military  authority.  He  was  not 
even  an  officer  of  the  plundering  band  known  as  Richardson's  Partisan 
Rangers,  since,  I  am  informed,  remodeled  and  recoguized  as  soldiers  of 
the  Confederate  authorities.  I  have  the  original  books,  papers,  and 
muster-rolls  of  the  so-called  Colonel  Richardson,  captured  at  one  of  the 
many  times  he  ran  away  in  West  Tennessee.  No  such  person  as  Cush- 
man  is  on  his  muster-rolls  as  an  officer;  therefore  I  do  not  believe  his 
statement.  I  should  not  hesitate  in  ordinary  circumstances  to  take  the 
word  of  a  commissioned  ofticer  of  such  rank  as  General  R.  V.  Richard- 
son, and  were  it  not  that  I  hold  his  own  papers  to  contradict  him,  and 
have  besides  no  faith  in  a  man  who  habitually  while  in  West  Tennes- 
see sold  out  his  own  Government,  if  he  has  any  such,  by  pocketing  for 
his  own  use  fines  and  bounties  for  exemption  from  conscription,  and  all 
other  illegitimate  means  of  plunder,  I  should  hold  Cushman  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war. 

He  is  now  confined  in  Alton  prison  as  a  common  thief  and  robber — 
one  who  preyed  upon  unarmed  and  innocent  people. 

If  the  Confederate  authorities  choose  to  exercise  rigor  upon  ofBcers 
captured  in  open  war  they  can  do  so,  and  it  will  be  of  a  piece  with  the 
honor  which  declares  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  exchanged  when  no 
equivalent  for  them  has  ever  been  offered  to  the  United  States. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- Genera  I. 


CoLUiiBrs,  Unio,  October  21,  18(i3. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  advise  that  the  guard  at  Johnson's  Island  be  at 
once  largely  increased.  It  now  consists  of  four  companies.  We  have 
at  that  place  2,500  prisoners,  over  i;,000  of  whom  are  officers,  many  of 
high  grade.  I  recommend  that  the  battalion  be  increased  to  a  full 
regiment. 

DAVID  TOD, 

<j(irernor. 


War  Department,  Washington,  October  21,  1S63. 
Lient.  Col.  W.  S.   Pierson. 

('oininnuilhuj  Depot  Prisonerf:  of  War,  iSnndual-ij.  Ohio  : 
Mr.  Talbot,  a  prisoner  of  war,  is  said  to  be  in  a.  low  condition  of  health 
at  Joliiisoirs  Island.     It  is  presumed  that  your  attention  is  directed  to 
the  roiulitiou  of  all  of  the  prisoners,  and  that  you  will  see  that  Talbot 
recei\es  every  care  that  circumstances  will  permit. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assista7it  Adjutant-  General. 
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Office  Commissaey-Geneeai,  op  Peisoners 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  21,  1863. 
Hon.  A.  I.  BOREMAN, 

Governor  of  West  Virginia,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  addressed  to  Brigadier-General 
Meredith,  making  inquiries  as  to  protection  extended  by  the  (ieneral 
Government  to  the  militia  of  West  Virginia  when  captured  hv  the 
enemy,  has  been  referred  to  this  office,  and  in  reply  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  by  the  cartel,  a  copy  of  which  please  ttnd  inclosed,* 
State  organizations  are  not  recognized  unless  when  actuallj-  in  the 
military  service  of  the  respective  parties.  Hut  by  an  understandino- 
between  the  commissioners  for  exchange  heretofore  all  irregular  oro-an*^ 
izations  have  been  exchanged  as  other  troops,  and  if  any  exchanges 
are  hereafter  made  I  presume  the  practice  will  be  continued.  At  this 
time  neither  party  is  delivering  i)risoners  of  war,  and  so  long  as  this 
continues  there  will  be  no  general  exchanges.  I  fear  that  nothing  can 
be  done  in  the  case  of  Corpl.  Cornelius  F.  Ketterman,  as  it  appears  that 
the  duty  upon  which  he  was  sent  was  very  like  that  of  a  spy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  (Jommissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  Jl,  ;.sv;,j. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Generax:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiiit  of  your 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  several  commuuicatious 
received  from  Mr.  Ouhl,  and  requesting  any  suggestions  1  may  think 
proper  to  make  in  the  premises.  Mr.  Oirid  is  so  utterly  reckless  of 
integrity  and  fairness  and  so  full  of  finesse  in  his  declarations,  and  in 
the  foundations  which  he  claims  tor  them,  that  I  do  not  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  continue  longer  your  efforts  to  carry  out  the  cartel  with 
him,  or  any  engagements  he  may  enter  into.  In  the  first  place,  witliout 
available  previous  notice,  he  makes  a  sweeping  declaration  of  the 
exchange  of  masses  of  men  without  giving  you  any  intimation  of  wlio 
or  how  many  are  covered  by  it,  leaving  you  to  ascertain  this  by  such 
means  as  arc  within  your  reach,  and  when  you  have  made  up  the  num- 
ber from  the  record  and  announced  a  declaration  to  meet  his,  inviting 
at  the  same  time  the  [)rodut'tion  on  his  [tart  of  any  reliable  evidence  to 
show  if  there  be  error,  he,  with  unblushing  assurance,  and  without  a 
line  of  record  to  sitstain  him,  asserts  that  your  figures  are  not  correct, 
and  then,  under  pretense  of  following  your  example,  he  aggravates  the 
wrong  by  declaring  still  another  exchange,  again  giving  neither  numheis 
nor  persons.  He  goes  so  far  even  as  to  acknowledge  that  in  his  iii>t 
declaration  he  did  not  know  how  many  men  it  embraced,  as  he  had  no 
rolls,  and  it  is  tbily  or  worse  to  attempt  to  negotiate  with  a  man  whose 
principles  are  so  Mexilile  that  his  rule  of  action  is  in  no  way  intlueneiil 
by  a  sense  of  honesty  or  hotu)r.  In  my  oiiinion  you  cannot  hesitate  to 
report  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  words  or  acts  of  Mr.  Uuld, 
and  decline  to  have  further  communit'ation  with  him.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  advisable  to  consent  to  special  exchanges.     It  would  open 

'  Seo  Vol.  IV,  tliis  .stTies,  p.  Dtiti. 


4U4  PRISONERS   OF    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

tbe  door  to  an  infinite  number  of  applications  for  sucii  preferences,  and 
those  wbo  failed  and  their  friends  would  make  loud  complaints  of  par- 
tiality, which  there  would  be  much  room  for.  We  have  no  colonel  on 
parole  who  ('ould  be  made  an  equivalent  for  Col.  T.  P.  Uockery,  Nine- 
teenth Arkansas,  declared  exchanged  by  Mr.  Ould,  and  I  would  sug- 
gest that  you  call  on  him  to  release  a  colonel  from  Kichmond  as  an 
ecjuivalent.  He  will  probably  not  consent  to  it,  but  you  have  a  clear 
right  to  make  the  demand.  I  will  make  inquiries  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  of  General  Morgan's  ofhcers.  I  will  furnish  you  with  au 
abstract  of  tbe  officers  and  men  covered  by  Mr.  Quid's  declarations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  CommissaryGenekal  of  Prisoners, 

Waskiniitou,  L>.  C.  October  ;il,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  john  S.  Mason,  Commandin<i,  Colianhus.  Ohio: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  inform  me  of  the 
treatment  reeeivea  by  General  ^Morgan  and  his  officers  on  their  arrival 
at  Columbus.  They  complain  that  on  being  placed  in  the  penitentiary 
they  were  treated  as  being  convicts,  in  being  shaved  and  having  their 
hair  cut  short.  Please  give  nie  all  the  details  and  the  authority  for 
any  peculiar  treatment  which  they  may  hax'e  received.  It  has  been 
rei>orted  that  tlieir  money,  watches,  and  other  property  was  taken  from 
them.  Please  inform  me  if  this  report  be  true,  and  if  so,  what  disposi- 
tion was  made  of  tne  money  and  ])ropeity  ' 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN. 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Conimissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  21,  18f>3. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Comntissary-Grneral  of  Pri.'ioners,  Washington,  B.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  inspection 
of  U.  S.  military  prisons  and  hospital  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  I  also  visited 
Schotield  Barracks  in  that  city,  Imt  as  they  are  used  merely  as  a  strag- 
glers" canq)  and  for  the  tempurury  continenient  of  Federal  soldiers,  I 
forward  no  report.  I  shall  proceed  to-morrow  to  inspect  Camp  Morton 
at  this  [dace,  and  leave  on  the  -3d  instant  for  Louisville.  Ky. 
Very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Suvfjeon  and  Actinij   Mrdii-al   Inspector  of  Prisoners  of   War. 


Report  of  thr  inspection  of  !ln  Gratiot  and  Myrtle  Street  Prisons  and 
Hospital  at  Saint  Louis,  -\h>..  (irtobcr  ys,  iSh.j,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  sunjeon 
and  actiiKj  nieilical  iiisptitor  oi  inisoiiers  of  war. 

Surgeon  in  charge — Actg.  A-st.  Surg.  G.  H.  Hood,  U.  S.  Army. 
Location  of  hos|)ital — corner  of  lu^hth  and  Gratiot  streets.  Vicinage — 
city.  Drainage — tolerably  i:oi'(l.  into  rit>sewer.  Buililings — three  large 
buildings,  formerly  used  as  a  medical  college,  and  four  smaller,  formerly 
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dwellings.  Wards — two  large  wards  in  college  buildings  and  twelve 
small  rooms  in  dwelling  houses.  Capacity — full  capacity  for  200patients. 
Patients,  number  of— rebel  soldiers,  15tj;  civilians,  40;  total  106. 
Patients,  condition  of— generally  good.  Patients,  return  to  prison  of— 
not  returned  till  fully  recovered.  Ventilation — in  large  wards  good;  iu 
small  wards  poor.  Warming — well  warmed  by  stoves.  Lighting — lamps. 
Lavatories  and  baths — sufficient  and  in  very  good  order.  Water  sup- 
ply— sutticient,  from  river,  by  city  worlds.  Sewerage — sufticient,  into  city 
sewer.  Water-closets — suflicient  in  number  and  in  tolerably  good  con- 
diti<in,  but  not  emptied  surticiently  often,  nor  sufliciently  tlisinfected. 
Excreta,  removal  of — by  night  carts,  usually  once  a  montii.  Furniture 
and  utensils — obtained  on  requisition  from  the  medical  i)Urveyor;  sufh- 
cient  and  in  very  good  order.  Bedding — sufficient  and  clean.  Kitch- 
ens— two,  in  excellent  order,  one  under  charge  of  two  Sisters  of  Charity 
for  preparation  of  delicacies.  Kitchen  utensils — suflicient  and  in  very 
gond  order.  Cooks — prisoners,  duties  well  performed.  Cooking  and 
serving — daily  inspected  by  surgeon  iu  charge.  Diet,  ([uality  of— good. 
Diet,  variety  of — sufficiently  varied;  means  of  supply,  from  commissary 
and  purchase  from  hospital  fund.  I>iet  tables — U.  S.  general  hospital 
diet  tables.  Storeroom — in  good  order.  Dispensary — instruments  and 
medicines,  iu  very  good  order;  comi)Ounding  and  dispensing,  well 
performed  by  a  contract  nurse  acting  as  hospital  steward.  Hospital 
stores  and  comforts — sufficient  and  in  good  order.  Hospital  records — 
well  kept.  Hospital  fund  — 875  on  hand  Sejitember  30.  1803.  Hospital 
clothing — sufficient,  obtained  from  medical  purveyor.  Reports — well 
kept  up.  Keturus — such  property  as  is  not  accounted  for  to  medical 
department  is  kept  invoiced  ready  to  be  accminted  for.  Laundresses 
and  laundry — washing  done  at  steam  laundry  aiul  paid  tor  from  hos- 
pital fund.  Repair — none  needed  except  arrangements  for  ventilation. 
Medical  attendance — three  medical  otticers,  sufficient.  Chaplain — one 
chaplain  officiates  here  and  at  Benton  Barra<'ks.  Discipline  and  police — 
discipline  lax;  police  very  good,  especially  in  large  wards.  Nurses, 
men — two  contract  nurses,  the  rest  prisoners.  Nurses,  women — two 
Sisters  of  Charity.  Operating  and  postmortem  rooms — none  pro- 
viiled.  Dead-houses — iu  good  order.  Interments — by  contract  with 
Government  undertaker.  Diseases  prevalent — miasmatic,  pulmonic, 
diarrhea.  Diseases  zymotic — uo  smallpox  lately.  Wounds  and  oper- 
ations— wounded  seldom  received  here.  Recoveries  from  diseases — said 
to  be  ready.  Mortality  from  diseases  and  wounds — average 3  per  cent, 
of  tlie  sick.  The  surgeon  in  charge  considers  that  several  deaths  were 
causetl  the  last  of  last  month  and  the  tirst  of  this  by  tlie  delay  of  the 
keeper  in  putting  up  the  stoves. 

Medical  officers — Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  Creorge  H.  Hood  (a  good  officer, 
his  duties  are  thoroughly  iierfornied) :  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  Ceorge  W. 
Dudley.  Actg.  Asst.  Surg,  fames  M.  Youn^blood.  This  hosi)ital  also 
receives  the  patients  fr(uu  the  Myrtle  Street  prison,  wliich  has  no  hos- 
pital attached.  The  two  prisons  are  iu  a  fair  state  of  jiolice,  especially 
the  (iratiot  Street  prison. 

The  cooking  arrangeuuuits  are  sufficient  aud  kept  in  good  (U'der,  and 
the  tbo<l  ai)()ears  to  lie  properly  inspected.  The  water-closets  are  kept 
in  fair  condition,  tliougli  sufficient  use  is  not  made  of  disinfectants. 
In  the  Myrtle  Street  prison  the  water-closets  are  drained  into  the  city 
sewer.  There  are  at  present  in  the  two  prisons  901!  prisoners,  divided 
as  follows:  Myrtle  Street.  Federal  officers,  4;  Federal  soldiers,  82; 
rebel  soldiers.  .">;  civilians,  3.3:  total,  124.  Gratiot  Street,  Federal  sol- 
diers, 10;  rebel  soldiers,  054;  civilians,  174;  total,  838.     Total  Federal 
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officers,  4;  total  Federal  soldiers,  92;  total  rebel  soldiers,  659;  total 
civilians,  207 ;  aggregate,  962.  The  Myrtle  Street  prison  has  accommo- 
dation foi  about  100  prisoners,  but  an  addition  is  being  built  which  will 
increase  this  to  about  130.  The  Gratiot  Street  prison  will  accommodate 
about  900.  In  the  lower  room  of  the  central  building  of  this  prison,  and 
containing  some  50  prisoners,  no  bunks  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
prisoners,  who  are  thus  obliged  to  spread  their  bedding  on  the  stone 
floor,  which  is  frequently  damp,  thus  tending  to  produce  disease.  Abun- 
dant bathing  and  washing  facilities  are  provided  at  this  prison,  and  the 
[)risouers  look  well  and  clean,  in  contrast  to  those  conhned  in  the  Myrtle 
Street  prison,  where  these  facilities  are  extremely  limited,  the  rooms 
small,  not  ventilated,  and  overcrowded,  while  the  prison  itself  is  located 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  lower  than  the  surrounding  buildings,  and  alto- 
gether unsuited  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used.  The  reports  of 
these  two  prisons  are  combined,  as  they  are  but  branches  of  the  same 
prison,  and  under  command  of  the  same  officer,  Oapt.  0.  C.  Byrne, 
First  Missouri  Volunteers.  The  keeper  of  the  Myrtle  Street  prison  is 
very  much  less  qualitied  for  his  post  than  is  the  keeper  of  the  Gratiot 
Street  prison.  All  imperishable  articles  purchased  from  the  prison  or 
hospital  'funds  are  kept  invoiced,  ready  to  be  accounted  for.  In  other 
respects  the  requirements  of  the  circular  appear  to  be  well  carried  out. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surf/eon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Priaoners  of  War. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  21,  186.3. 
(Jol.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissury- < reneral  of  Prisoners,  Wa.shinyton,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  medical 
inspection  of  Benton  Barracks,  near  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  19,  1863. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
tSurrjeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Report  of  inspection  of  camp  and  field  hospital  at  Benton  Barracks,  near 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  19,  1SG3,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting 
medical  inspector  qt' prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp — Benton  Barracks.  Commander  of  camp — Col. 
B.  L.  li.  Bonneville,  D".  S.  Army.  Command  and  strength — guard. 
Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  40  men;  Federal  paroled  prisoners,  tJ;3. 
Location  of  camp — four  miles  ;ind  a  half  northwest  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
Time  occupied — about  two  years.  Water,  source  and  supply — abun- 
dant, from  river  by  city  water-works.  Water,  quality  and  ettects — good. 
Fuel — coal  for  heating,  wood  for  cooking  purposes.  Soil — loam  on  sand, 
reatlily  stirred  up  into  mud.  Drainage— generally  good,  by  wooden 
drains  of  sufficient  size,  Init  which  open  too  near  the  camp.  Topogra- 
phy— prairie  land.  Meteorology — much  rain.  Police  of  camp — could 
not  be  better.  Tents  or  huts,  position — barracks  arranged  on  north  and 
south  sides  of  an  oblong  square.  Tents  or  huts,  pattern  and  quality — 
both  very  good;  ten  barracks,  each  calculated  for  ten  companies  of 
100  men  with  the  company  officers.  Tents  or  huts,  ventilation — well 
provided  for,  by  hinged  sljiutters  along  eaves,  ventilators  in  roof,  and 
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side  windows.  Tents  or  huts,  sufficiency — 10,000  men.  Tents  or  huts, 
lieating — sufficient,  one  stove  in  each  company  barracii.  Sinks,  con- 
struction— very  faulty,  too  large,  about  120  feet  long,  (5  feet  wide,  and  6 
feet  deep.  Sinks,  condition  and  position — very  foul,  about  100  feet  in 
rear  of  each  regimental  barrack.  Sinks,  management,  removal  of  ottal, 
&c. — disinfection  imperfectly  accomplished  by  means  of  lime ;  apart  from 
their  too  great  size  and  consequent  accumulation  of  ott'al  they  are  well 
kejit.  Previous  use  of  camp — camp  of  instruction.  Cooking  in  camp 
and  inspection  uf  food — well  provided  for  and  inspected  by  commaudu)g 
officer.  Portable  ovens — bread  baketl  in  camp  by  contractor,  riuality 
good.  Vegetables — sufficient  supply.  Cleanliness  of  men  and  cloth- 
ing— no  judgment  to  be  formed,  as  the  few  men  present  had  but  Just 
arrived  and  were  engagetl  in  policing  their  ijuarters.  Blankets  and 
bedding — abundant  for  hospital  purposes.  Condition  of  men  in  hos- 
pital— could  nut  be  better;  everything  about  the  hospital  is  clean  and 
sweet.  Hospital  buildings — one  barrack  divided  into  two  wards,  with 
the  necessary  outbuildings.  Hospital  police — unexceptionable  in  every 
particular.  Hospital  discipline — evidently  strict.  Hospital  diet  and 
cooking — very  well  provided  for  and  inspected;  L'.  S.  general  hospital 
diet  table.  Heat  and  ventihition — well  heated  by  stoves;  ventilation 
side  and  roof,  nearly  perfect.  Hospital  capai'ity — lOO  patients.  Num- 
ber sick— 3;3,  chietiy  belonging  to  Kleventh  Missouri  Cavalry.  State 
of  medical  supplies,  surgical  instruments,  and  records — good,  and  very 
well  kept  by  an  old  U.  S.  Army  hospital  steward.  State  of  hospital 
fund — none  on  hand,  as  the  post  hos[)ital  has  but  recently  been  sepa- 
rated from  the  U.  S.  Army  general  hospital.  Medical  attendance — two 
medical  officers.  Nursing — well  performed  by  convalescents.  Inter- 
ments— by(Tovernment  undertaker.  Diseases  prevalent — uialarial,  pul- 
monic. Diseases,  prevention  of— the  hospital  is  badly  located,  but  every 
advantage  that  a  thorough  state  of  police  otters  is  seized.  Recoveries 
from  diseases — comparatively  slow  from  bad  location  of  hospital.  Med- 
ical officers — Surg.  Ira  Russell,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Acting  Asst.  Surg. 
William  A.  McMurray. 

This  carnp  is  in  admirable  condition  in  every  respect  except  as 
regards  the  sinks  and  location  of  the  hospital.  The  sinks  are  altogether 
too  large  nnd  are  not  drained.  The  hospital  is  located  at  the  western 
extremity  of  the  camp  and  (ju  its  lowest  ground.  The  drains  here  come 
very  near  tlie  surface,  and  the  ground,  wliich  is  naturally  marshy  and 
declines  from  every  direction  toward  the  hospital,  is.  conse(|uently, 
very  imperfectly  drained.  In  fact,  I  am  informed  that  in  continuous 
wet  weather  the  hospital  forms  an  island  in  the  midst  of  a  pond.  The 
snrgeim  in  charge  states  that  very  few  patients  escape  the  malarious 
ihtluence  after  remaining  for  a  few  days  in  the  hospital.  Increased 
hospital  accommodation  is  also  needed.  Cntil  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember the  p6st  hospital  was  included  in  the  U.  S.  Army  general  hos- 
pital, situated  atijacent  to  the  cami)  and  under  the  charge  of  the  present 
surgeon  in  charge  of  the  post.  When  it  was  separated  the  surgeon  in 
charge  in  turning  over  the  hospital  property  to  his  relieving  othcer 
retained,  such  iiortion  of  it  as  was  needed  for  the  post  hospital.  All 
property  in  the  hospital  not  accounted  for  to  the  medical  department 
and  all  imperishable  [iroperty  purchased  from  the  camp  fund  is  kept 
invoiced  ready  lo  be  accounted  for.  The  camp  fund  on  hatid  Septem- 
ber-iO  was  8l.9tJo..)(j.  From  it  are  purchased  table  furniture,  policing 
furniture,  blanks  printed,  and  extra  duty  men  paid.  There  have  been 
no  prisoners  at  this  camp  since  the  last  of  September,  until  October 
19,  when  sixty-three  were  received  from  Annapolis,  Md.     The  highest 
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credit  is  due  the  commanding  officer  and  the  surgeon  in  charge  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  this  camp  and  hospital  are  kept. 

A.  xM.  CLAEK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Ohio  State  Penitentiary,  Columbus,  October  22,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  Army: 

Sir:  About  the  1st  of  September,  writing  from  Gamp  Chase  to  a 
frieud  in  Kentucky  in  reference  to  the  probabilities  of  our  exchange, 
and  in  view  of  the  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln  on  the  subject  of 
negro  soldiers,  I  used  (as  well  as  I  remember)  the  following  language, 
viz: 

I  cannot  tell  how  long  we  will  be  prisoners.  Until  the  end  of  time,  yes,  until 
eternity  has  run  its  last  round,  rather  than  our  Government  shall  acknowledge  the 
doctrine  of  uegro  equality  by  an  exchauy;e  of  negro  soldiers.  I  hope  all  uegroes  cap- 
tured iu  arms  and  their  otiicers  may  be  hung.    I  am  willing  to  risk  the  consequences. 

Meaning  that  I  was  in  favor  of  executing  the  statutes  of  the  Southern 
States  as  provided  for  uegroes  in  insurrection,  and  those  aiding  or  incit- 
ing such  insurrection,  and  that  I  would  scorn  to  accept  liberty  or  life 
obtained  at  the  sacrifice  of  principle  on  the  part  of  a  Government  to 
the  support  of  which  my  humble  services  as  a  soldier  for  the  past  three 
years  have  been  de\oted. 

I  am  informed  tluit  this  letter  was  sent  to  the  War  Department  at 
Washington.  Whereupon  on  the  10th  of  October  I  was  placed  in  solitary 
continement  at  this  place.  I  respectfully  ask  that  these  facts  be  laid 
before  the  Confederate  authorities  that  they  may  take  such  action  for 
my  relief  as  is  deemed  consistent  with  the  policy  and  honor  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. I  give  the  following  references  to  my  character,  all  of  whom 
President  Davis  knows  personally:  Of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.:  Hon.  J. 
W.  Clapp,  Member  of  Congress:  Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson,  General  James 
E.  Chalmers,  General  H.  W.  Walter,  General  Bragg's  stafl:';  Col.  Samuel 
Benton,  Thirty-seventh  Mississippi.  Of  Oxford,  Miss.:  Hon.  Jacob 
Thompson,  Hon.  James  M.  Howry,  W,  F.  Aveut,  James  Brown. 

Let  me  liuow  if  this  reaches  you. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  B.  WEBBER, 
Major  (Duke's)  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

[First  iuiiursement-] 

October  22,  1863. 
Respectfully  approved.  It  will  be  perceived  that  Major  Webber,  a 
prisoner  of  war.  has  been  punished  for  expressing  sentiments  hostile  to 
the  policy  of  the  t'nited  States  Government,  the  letter  in  which  such 
expressions  occurred  iiaving  been  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  a 
Federal  otiicer  previous  to  being  forwarded  to  its  address. 

BASIL  W.  DUKE, 
Colonel  of  Caralry,  C.  S.  Army,  Prisoner  of  War. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

State  Penitentiary,  Columbus,  Ohio.  October  22,  1863. 
Approvetl  and  rcsiiectfully  forwarded.     It  will  be  seen  that  no  viola- 
tion of  military  lavv  is  alleged  against  Major  Webber,  his  crime  being 
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simply  the  expression  of  sentiments  hostile  to  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  Government  in  the  employment  of  negro  slaves  as  soldiers. 

JNO.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  S.  Army. 

[TbirttiDctorsement.] 

nEADQrARTERS   U.  S.  FORCES, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  October  24,  1S63. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners. 

The  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  was  to  have  Major  Webber 
closely  confined  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary.  He  has  therefore  been  placed 
in  a  separate  cell,  but  is  allowed  to  exercise  some  rtve  or  six  hours  each 
day.  His  cell  is  uot  near  enough  to  those  of  the  other  rebel  prisoners 
to  allow  him  to  have  any  intercourse  with  them.* 

JNO.  S.  MASON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  October  22,  186.1. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President: 

I  beg-  permission  to  lay  before  you  the  inclosed  telegraphic  dispatch 
received  by  uie  this  morning  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Doctor  Wright, 
who  is  under  order  to  suffer  execution  to  morrow  morning. 

To  proceed  with  the  execution  under  such  doubt  as  to  the  fairness 
and  impartiality  of  his  trial  as  is  now  thrown  upon  it  would  destroy 
the  moral  effect  of  the  i)rocecding  antl  would  be  prodncti\  c  rather  ot 
sympathy  lor  the  accused  than  horror  at  the  criminality  witli  which  he 
stands  charged. 

I  received,  after  the  court  was  organized  and  before  the  introduction 
of  any  evidence  as  to  the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence,  information 
that  a  state  of  facts  existed  such  as  indicated  in  the  dispatch,  and 
which  precluded  the  chances  of  an  impartial  trial,  but  was  restrained 
by  a  pledge  of  secrecy  and  confidence  from  making  any  use  of  the 
information  communicated  to  me. 

Now,  however,  I  entertain  the  belief  that  proof  can  be  exhibited  to 
establish  the  fact  that  tlie  trial  was  not  before  such  a  tribunal  as  could 
be  safely  intrusted  with  the  liberties  and  lives  of  the  people. 
1  remain,  most  respectfully, 

LEMUEL  J.  BOWDEN. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  October  .'2,  1803. 
Hon.  L.  J.  BoWDEN,  Xational  Hotel : 

I  have  the  signed  certificate  of  a  comiuissioned  officer,  C  v"^.  Army, 
declaring  that   a    nunibcrif  of   the   military  comMli^sion   which    tried 
Doctor  Wright  expressed  himself  unfavorable  to  that  individual  before 
the  prisoner  was  arraigned  or  he  had  heard  any  of  the  testimony. 
Answer  immediately. 

THOMAS  I!.  BOWDEN, 

Attorney-General  of  Virginia. 

'  It  is  iiiiprnbabli-,  frcmi  this  indorsement,  that  Webber's  letter  to  Seddon  •■ver 
reaohed  its  destiuatuiu.     No  I'urtber  action  is  found. 

aDniil.itless  intended  for  "  member,  "  The  mitltary  mmmissiun  ccmsiated  of  .inly 
three  members  and  a  jndge-advocate.  —  I..  J.  BowuK.N. 
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Judge- Advocate-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  23,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ^secretary  of  War : 

In  the  case  of  Hanlrastle,  a  British  subject,  accidentally  shot  by  a 
sentry  wiiile  in  conlinenient  at  the  Carroll  [)rison,  in  this  city,  on 
lioth  of  May  last,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  as  follows,  iu  response  to 
your  indorsement  of  reference  of  the  2oth  instant : 

This  case  comes  before  the  War  Department  from  the  Department  of 
State,  upon  a  comuiunicatiou  from  tin;  British  minister  to  Mr.  Seward, 
of  August  13  last.  In  this  coinimuiication  Lord  Lyons,  after  setting 
forth  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Goserniiieiit  with  regard  to  the  original 
imprisonment  of  llardcastle,  as  well  as  lo  the  manner  of  his  death, 
concludes  as  follows: 

The  whole  case  leaves  a  very  painful  impression  upon  the  minds  nf  Her  >rajestv's 
Goveruuieiit.  The  liberty  of  a  ISritisli  suliject  was  ( they  uouoeive  i  interfered  with 
without  any  serious  ^ause  and  iu  apparent  lircai  li  oC  goud  laith.  The  representations 
of  Her  Majesty's  Iejj;ation  in  his  Ijehalf  did  ii'it  jirociire  his  release,  and  in  the  end 
his  life  was  carelessly  sacriticed  by  the  accidental  result  ot  a  ronfih  and  unniercifnl 
system  of  prison  discipline,  excused  on  thi-  '.iround  of  tlie  uusuitableness  and  the 
o\-ercrowded  state  of  the  L'.  S.  niilitai\   prisons. 

From  the  various  rei)orts  and  pai)ers  funiislnd  the  War  Department 
by  Brigadier-General  Martindale,  military  governor  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  who  lias  evideutly  invesrigated  the  subject  with  care,  tlie 
causes  of  the  confinement  of  llardcastle  and  the  facts  of  his  death  are 
found  to  be  as  follows: 

Hardcastle  was  placed  in  conlinenient  in  the  Carroll  (or  Old  Capitol) 
prison  on  17th  of  April  last.  He  had  arrived  at  Port  Conway,  below 
Falmouth,  with  a  tiag  of  truce  from  the  rebel  army,  having  come  from 
liichmond  umler  a  pass  fi'oin  (icueral  Winder,  indorsed  by  General  Lee. 
On  his  arrival  within  our  lines  he  was  forwarded  in  arrest  by  General 
Patrick,  provost-marshal-general  oi  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  the 
provost-marshal  at  Washington,  with  the  papers  found  upon  his  person 
describing  him  as  a  British  subject  and  witli  a  commuiiication  from 
General  Patrick,  calling  attention  to  an  apparent  want  of  genuineness 
in  these  i)apers,  tending  to  discredit  their  bona  fide  character.  It  is 
well  remarked  by  General  .Martindale  that — 

The  ert'ort  tojirevent  iutercomraiinicaiiou  for  improper  purposes  across  the  lines  of 
our  armies  would  be  abortive  if  tlje  rereptiuu  of  persons  under  a  das;  of  truce  should 
lie  held  to  preclude  detention  for  the  piiri>ose  of  further  examination. 

It  has  accordingly  been  customaiy  with  this  (Tovernment  to  require 
this  detention  and  examination  as  a  precaution,  in  tlie  majority  of  cases 
absolutely  necessary  to  he  taken,  against  the  designs  of  those  classes  of 
persons  who,  by  the  laws  and  rustoms  of  war,  sliould  properly  be 
excluded  from  the  privilege  of  pcm-trating  within  our  territory,  tliat 
the  enforcement  of  this  rule  ■-hould  sometimes  subject  neutrals  to  tem- 
porary inconvenience  is  pcrliaps  iiic\  itable,  but  it  has  been  the  purpose 
of  this  Co\  eminent  to  riiiiiJLr  tins  detention  in  those  cases  only  wheie 
the  CDiiduct.  tlie1)iisiness.  ur  the  cii'dt'iitials  of  the  party  are  not'found 
to  furnish  a  siillicii'iit  guainntiT  iliat  liis  oV)iect  in  seeking  to  enter  our 
lines  is  such  as  may  piupciiy  !ih  Ii.kI  in  \iew  by  a  citizen  of  a  neutral 
power.  In  the  easy  of  ihuil' astk-.  \\\v  facts  brought  to  light  upon  his 
examiuatiou  .which  was  pi-iHli:i--  at  the  time  of  his  death),  and  subse- 
fiuently,  wcie  surh,  it  is  beiii'ved.  as  to  fully  justify  his  arrest  and 
(leteution,  as  well  as  the  siispii-imi  in  icgard  to  his  actual  character  and 
antecedents  which  a[ipcar 'n  l;a \  •■  aiisni  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.  It 
is  shown  that  lie  hail  residoil    :.ii    i-ight  years  in   the  L^nited  States, 
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eight  months  of  which  period  had  been  passed  by  him  in  the  Southern 
States;  that  his  sympathies  were  with  the  rebels;  that  without  author- 
ity from  the  United  States  Government  to  pass  beyond  our  lines  he  had 
succeeded  in  so  doing:,  and  had  proceeded  to  Richmond,  Charleston  and 
Savannah;  that,  his  profession  being  that  of  a  pyrotechnist  be' had 
visited  Charleston  in  this  capacity,  ami  had  actually  rendereil 'services 
as  such  in  the  construction  of  torpedoes  for  tlie  defense  of  the  harbor 
of  the  city.  Most  of  these  facts  were  made  known  by  the  prisoner  him- 
self in  statements  made  by  iiim  to  Mr.  Wood,  the  superintendent  of  the 
prison.  But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  these  statements  were  made  freely 
and  voluntarily  and  iu  a  boastful  manner,  especially  when  the  defenses 
were  alluded  to,  the  prisoner  freciuently  vaunting  their  magnitude  and 
impregnab.ie  character. 

In  view  of  these  antecedents  of  his  and  especially  of  the  services 
represented  by  him  to  have  been  rendered  the  enemy  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  engines  of  war,  it  is  submitted  that  the  arrest  and  continement 
of  llardcastle  were  fully  warranted  and  that  his  liberty  as  a  British 
subject  was  not  interfered  with  witiiout  cause  or  in  breach  of  that  good 
faith  which  should  prevail  between  this  Government  and  that  of  a 
neutral  power.  Is  not  his  case  indeed  more  truly  represented  when  it 
is  said  that  his  acts  in  secretly  making  his  way  across  our  lines,  with- 
out any  passport  whatever,  in  deliance  of  the  authority  of  the  Tnited 
States,  and  in  subseiiuently  giving  important  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
rebellion,  alter  having  enjoyed  the  i)r(itection  of  our  laws  durin<;  a  resi- 
dence of  more  than  seven  years,  were  such  as  to  oblige  our  Govern- 
ment, if  not  to  imprison  him  as  an  enemy,  at  least  to  contine  his  person 
till  the  most  satisfactory  guarantees  were  tendere<l  as  to  his  strict  neu- 
trality in  the  future?  It  can  be  held  in  nowise  a  violation  of  the  tlag 
of  truce,  which  had  procured  safe  eondnct  behind  the  rebel  lines,  tha't 
he  was  received  from  it  subject  to  the  regulations  of  military  police 
which  had  been  ado|>ted  iu  our  armies.  May  he  not  himself  rather  be 
deemed  to  have  abused  the  privilege  of  the 'tlag,  in  availing  himself  of 
the  opiiortuuity  which  it  afforded  him  of  reaching  our  lines,  when,  if 
his  character  and  antecedents  had  been  known,  he  would  assuredly  not 
have  been  received  under  it  at  all  f 

From  the  reports  submitted  iu  relation  to  the  shooting  of  Hardcastle, 
the  circumstances  of  his  death  are  found  to  be  these:  The  prison  in 
which  he  was  conhned  fronted  directly  upon  a  main  street  of  Washing- 
ton, and  was  thus  so  situated  that  communication  between  prisoners 
and  persons  outside  could  have  been  readily  indulged  in,  if  no  precau- 
tions had  been  taken  to  prevent  it.  Tliat  the  parties  in  continement 
should  be  debarred,  not  only  from  such  couimuuicatious,  but  from  the 
view  of  persons  passing  on  the  street,  would  appear  to  be  most  desir- 
able in  a  city  like  Washington,  situated  near  tiie  enemy's  lines,  eou- 
stantly  menaced  liy  his  forces  and  frequented  by  parties  in  secret 
sympathy  with  the  rebellion  or  eiig;iged  in  enterprises  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  war.  Such  parties  would  naturally  seek  to  communicate  if 
possible  with  their  friends  in  conlinement  for  the  purpose  of  advising 
with  or  assisting  them  or  in  procuring  their  escape.  It  ap[)ears  rliat.  to 
facilitate  such  intercourse,  the  barsof  the  windows  have  in  several  cases 
been  cut  through,  and  it  was  to  prevent  this  commnnication  as  eifectu- 
ally  as  possible  that  screens  were  erected  outside  the  windows,  rising 
to  a  height  of  four  feet  above  the  sills  and  projecting  about  eighteen 
inches  beyond  them  toward  the  street.  The  prisoners  were  forbidden 
to  look  or  extend  their  bodies  over  and  outside  the.se  screens,  and  the 
guards  on  duty  at  the  prisons  were  instructed  to  warn  prisoners  making 
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their  appearance  above  the  screens  to  withdraw  at  once,  and  if  they 
persisted  in  disregarding  this  warnins;,  to  tire  upon  them. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  Hardcastle  and  a  prisoner  named  Pleasanton  were 
both  standing  inside  tiie  screen  (and  therefore  outside  the  wall  of  the 
prison),  and  were  leaning  over  the  top  in  full  view  of  the  street.  Their 
appearance  in  this  position  being  in  direct  contravention  of  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  calculated  to  excite  disorder  on  the 
street,  they  were  repeatedly  and  in  civil  language  admonished  by  the 
sentry.  Chapman,  to  withdraw.  Instead  of  so  doing,  they  remained  and 
commenced  to  argue  with  tlie  sentry  as  to  their  rights.  At  this  Junc- 
ture Mr.  Wood,  the  superintendent,  passed  by,  and  at  once  called  the 
attention  of  the  prisoners  to  the  impropriety  of  tljeir  behavior,  and 
urged  their  (•om[)lying  with  the  directions  of  the  sentry,  who,  as  he 
e.xplained  to  them,  had  no  discietion  but  to  execute  the  orders  which 
had  been  given  him  by  his  officer.  Mr.  Wood  added  that,  were  lie  in  the 
sentry's  place,  he  should  (under  the  circumstances  of  the  persistent 
refusal  to  retire  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners)  enforce  liis  coumiands  by 
tiring  upon  them.  It  is  further  shown  that  about  this  time  the  '-officer 
of  the  keys,"'  attached  to  the  prison,  went  to  tlie  door  of  the  room  in 
which  Hardcastle  and  Pleasanton  were  confined  and  admonished  them 
of  the  danger  to  which  they  were  subjecting  themselves  by  their  con- 
duct. The  jirisoners  notwitlistanding  these  repeated  warnings  refused 
or  neglected  to  retire  within  the  screen,  whereupon  the  sentry  dis- 
charged his  piece  and  Hardcastle  was  mortally  wounded,  so  that  he 
died  in  a  few  minutes.  It  would  appear,  though  it  is  not  certainly 
established,  that  the  sentry  in  tiring  aimed  his  piece  at  Pleasanton. 
The  latter  is  alleged  to  have  used  insulting  language  toward  the  sen- 
try, and  to  have  beeu  particularly  demonstrative  in  his  disregard  of 
the  directions  of  the  latter.  It  further  appears  that  prior  to  the  occur- 
rence of  May  25,  Hardcastle  had  repeatedly  disobeyed  the  orders  both 
of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  subordinates  by  conduct  similar  to  that  which 
has  been  described,  and  by  communicating  from  above  the  screen  With 
persons  outside,  anil  moreover,  that  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
his  imprisonment  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  disregarding  the  rules 
prescribed  for  the  government  of  the  prison.  It  is  represented  in  fact 
by  Mr.  Wood,  that  Hardcastle  had,  in  conjunction  with  one  James, 
beccmie  so  regardless  of  discipline  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  place 
them  both  in  close  confinement.  It  was  not  until  James  had  been  sent 
to  liichmond  for  exchange  that  Hardcastle  was  removed  to  the  room 
whi(-h  he  oi'cupied  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Under  all  the  facts  as  they  appear  in  evidence,  it  is  submitted  that 
the  life  of  Hardcastle  cannot  justly  be  held  to  have  fallen  a  sacrifice 
to  a  -rough  and  unmerciful  system  of  prison  discipline,"  but  rather  to 
have  been  forfeited  by  the  persistent  neglect  to  observe  a  necessary 
and  salutary  rule  established  in  the  prison  (with  his  full  knowledge), 
;nul  alter  re[ieated  warnings  of  the  probable  and  legitimate  I'onse- 
i|nences  of  his  behavior  in  this  regard.  And  it  is  conceived  therefore 
that  neitlier  the  sentry,  who  in  firing  obeyed  the  orders  of  Ids  officer, 
nor  the  inferior  officer  who  imi)arted  these  orders,  nor  the  superior  who 
issued  them  in  tlie  first  instance,  can  l)e  deemed  responsible  in  any  way 
for  Ilardcastle's  death.  Xor  is  it  necessary  to  excuse  the  rule  in  ques- 
tion on  the  ground  of  the  unsuitableness  or  the  overcrowded  state  of 
the  prison.  Such  rule  or  a  similar  one  would  have  been  found  neces- 
sary in  any  military  prison  similarly  situated.  It  is  represented  that 
these  screens  allowed  ample  light  and  ventilation  for  the  rooms,  so  that 
there  could  have  been  nothing  to  complain  of  in  their  erection,  except 
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on  the  part  of  prisoners  who  were  thas  more  effectually  prevented  from 
holding  communication  with  friends  outside  or  from  gratifying  their 
curiosity  by  observing  what  occurred  beyond  their  prison  walls.  In 
tine,  the  belief  is  confidently  entertained,  that  when  the  facts  above 
set  forth,  resulting  from  a  recent  and  thorough  investigation  of  the 
atfair,  are  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  the 
prisoner  Hardcastle  will  be  viewed  as  the  victim  of  such  casualty  as 
nuiy  at  any  time  be  api>rehended  by  one  who  has  placed  himself  in  the 
wrong. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  inquiry,  it  is  not  deemed  at  all  important  to 
determine  whether  the  shot  was  in  fact  aimed  at  Pleasauton  or  Hard- 
castle,  since  the  latter  at  the  moment  of  tiring  had  incurred  precisely 
the  same  guilt  as  the  former,  and  by  placing  liimself  defiantly  in  the 
position  which  lie  occupied  must  be  regarded  as  having  wantonly 
thrown  his  life  away. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

.J.  HOLT, 
JwUje-  All  roi'ate-  (j  vneral . 


Washington,  October  -j-j.  h^nr,. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith: 

Colonel  Hoffman  maileil  yesterday  a  letter  to  you  containing  very 
just  and  deserved  censure  upon  the  conduc*"  of  Jlr.  Ould.  I  approvi'd 
of  his  remarks  entirely,  but  I  do  not  wish  you  to  break  with  ^Ir.  Ould 
without  direct  sanction  from  tlie  Secretarv  of  War. 

B.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Washington,  October  ■.',;',  l!^HS. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith: 

You  can  see  Mr.  Ould  according  to  appointment,  but  avoid  contro- 
versy as  much  as  possible. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-thneral. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

]\'a.shiiujton,  P.  C.  October  •.'■',  lsi;3. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Martindale, 

MUitary  (Jorenior.  Wnsldni/ton,  D.  C: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  reiiuest  that  you  will  direct  that  D. 
T.  Chandler,  a  political  prisoner  at  the  Old  Caiiitcil  Prison,  be  released 
on  parole  for  tiiirty  days  with  a  view  of  his  visiting  Richmond,  there  to 
e.tfect  the  release  and  exchange  for  himself  of  Andrew  Johnson,  the 
nephew  of  Governor  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  now  a  prisoner  in  that 
city.  If  Colonel  (.'handler  fails  to  effect  the  exchange  and  delivery  at 
City  Point  of  Mr.  Johnson,  then  he  will  return  to  this  city  and  >ur- 
render  himself  to  the  provost-marshal  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  days. 
Please  notify  him  that  in  case  of  his  acconndishing  the  object  of  his 
parole.  Mrs.  Chandler  will  be  permitted  to  join  him  at  City  I'oiut,  and 
she  will  be  permitted  to  take  a  nurse  with  her  tliat  far.  Any  peruniary 
arrangement  which  he  may  wish  to  make  x>revions  to  his  departure 
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must  be  made  by  correspoudence  with  his  friends.    Parole  for  this  pur- 
pose caunot  be  granted  to  him. 

Very  respecttully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAif, 

Colo7iel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  White  River  District, 

Jacksonport,  Ark.,  October  :23,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  HuRLBUT: 

Sir:  Reliable  iutbrmation  lias  reached  me  that  the  following  Confed- 
erate soldiers  have  been  taken  prisoners  and  are  now  confined  in  tilthy 
dungeons  in  Memphis,  Tenn. :  Lieut.  K.  B.  Barton,  Privates  J.  A.  Hill, 
Jack  Zands,  and  Cieorge  Riley  and  1).  W.  I5arton,  of  Captain  Mc- 
Gehee's  company.  Colonel  Dobbins'  regiment;  also  Privates  E.  D. 
Lewis  and  William  Young,  of  Captain  Biirtoirs  company,  same  regiment. 

A  letter  from  one  of  these  men  contiued  with  the  others  asserts  that 
they  are  treated  as  '-cutthroats  and  robbers"  and  not  as  prisoners  of 
war. 

1  assure  you  that  all  of  these  men  are  regular  soldiers  in  Confederate 
service,  and  their  companies  were,  at  the  time  of  their  capture,  and 
are  now,  acting  under  orders  of  projier  Confederate  officers,  and  they 
are  therefore  entitled  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 

I  hope  tliisnote  will  be  answered  with  the  assurance  that  these  pris- 
oners will  hereafter  receive  the  humane  treatment  to  which  prisoners 
of  war  are  entitled. 

Should    I   be  disappointed   in   this   reasonable   expectation   I  will 
reluctantly  adopt  such  a  course  as  will  insure  the  humane  treatment  of 
men  and  ollicers  under  my  command  when  they  are  captured. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McRAE, 
Bri(j.  Gen.,  Coiiidfj.  ('oiihdvnite  Forces  Xortheast  Arka7isas. 


[October  22, 1803. — For  General  Orders,  >fo.  14,  head(|uarters  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth,  directing  the  execution,  on  October  2o,  1663,  of 
David  M.  Wright,  and  for  Foster  to  llalleck  (October -3),  reporting  his 
execution,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIX,  I'art  11,  p.  370.! 


IIkaik.i  aktkrs  Forrest's  Cavalry, 

haltiin,  (;a.,  October  2:>,  lUiiS. 
Brig.  Gen. -ToHN  IJ.  Wimjeu  : 

General:  Yoursof  Septcmlier  15,  inclosing  copy  of  Colonel  Streight-'s 
letter  dated  July  1  last,  toucther  with  copy  of  yours  of  July  0,  in  rel;<^- 
tion  to  the  articles  of  capitnlatidu.  and  8''^50.  is  received. 

It-  was  agreed  that  prisate  pr'i|Hity  would  be  protected  and  that  thtJ 
side-arms  of  tue  oiliceis  :su  lar  as  1  was  concerned)  would  also  until 
their  arrival  at  Richmond.  Colonel  Streight  is  correct  in  his  statement 
in  regard  to  the  money  in  his  ims^cssion. 

My  quartermaster  i)urcliasccl  t!ie  horses  of  the  surgeons  and  i)aid  for 
them  in  Confederate  money,  and  at  the  time  that  I  made  the  exchange 
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with  Colonel  Streight  was  of  the  impressioa  that  the  money  was  the 
property  of  the  surgeons.  I  exchanged  about  1800  with  Colonel 
Streight,  jiiving  him  U.  S.  greenback  notes,  mostly  in  $1  and  •■!S2  bills. 

Colonel  Straight's  command  had  done  but  little  damage  to  property, 
having  destroyed  only  one  furnace  and  one  stable.  Mauy  of  the  resi- 
dences by  the  roadside  had  been  pillaged  before  I  began  to  press  them, 
when  they  began  to  cast  aside  such  articles  as  they  had  taken.  There 
was  quite  a  number  of  negroes  with  the  command  when  I  first  overtook 
Streight.  Most  of  them  escaped  and  returned  to  their  masters.  1 
found  none  of  the  negroes  in  arms.  Indeed,  very  few  (not  exceeding 
tifteen)  were  with  Colonel  Streight's  command  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render. 

Your  letter  would  have  been  answered,  but  owing  [to]  my  absence 
did  not  receive  it  until  last  evening. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

N.  B-.  FORREST, 

Brigadier- Genera'. 


War  Department,  Washington,  October  29,  1S63. 
Governor  David  Tod,  Coluinijus,  Ohio: 

The  revenue  steamer  Michigan  has  been  sent  to  Johnson's  Island  to 
aid  in  guarding  the  prisoners  there. 

r.  H.  WATSOX, 
A.ssistant  iSecretarxj  of  War. 


WAsniNCrTON,  D,  C,   October  S3,  f^63. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  reijuest  that  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
may  be  authorized  to  give  notice  to  the  prisoners  of  war  at  their  sev- 
eral places  of  contiueineut,  through  their  proper  commandants,  that  no 
further  discharges  will  for  the  present  be  made,  but  that  those  who  do 
not  desire  to  be  sent  South  for  exchange  may  maice  application  to  their 
conmiandants,  who  will  be  required  to  forward  to  the  coiiiinaiiding  gen- 
eral from  time  to  time  the  names  of  the  applicants  enrolled,  setting 
opposite  the  name  of  each  his  rank,  where  and  when  taken  prisoner, 
with  such  remarks  (in  a  column  for  the  purpose)  as  the  commandant 
from  personal  examination  may  deem  important  to  a  proper  Judgment 
in  the  case. 

Cases  of  an  extraordinary  character,  or  where  the  claims  for  discharge 
may  be  so  considered,  miglit  be  [)resented  sei)arately. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.   IIITCIICOCK, 
^[(ij.   Ocn.  of   VoJs.  and  Ciiiii)niss(tnj-<lencriil  of  I'ri.soners. 


War    DEPARlilENT,   Ortolier   J3,  l^H3. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hoffman  for  his  information  and 
guidance.     Please  return. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 
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Richmond,  October  33, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communications  respecting  Brig.  Gen.  Neal 
Dow,  I  state  that  be  is  in  the  Libby,  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  on 
the  same  footing  as  your  other  officers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange, 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  October  ^y,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Capt.  Frank  Battle,  Twentieth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers, 
C.  S.  Army,  is  now  and  has  been  for  some  time  past  in  irons  in  Nash- 
ville. It  is  alleged  that  he  is  ironed  in  retaliation  for  similar  treatment 
inflicted  by  the  Confederate  authorities  upon  Capt.  Shad.  Harris,  Com- 
pany D,  Third  East  Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  was  captured  on  or  about 
the  2Gth  of  December,  1S(J2.  I  have  seen  a  Special  Order,  No.  51, 
issued  by  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger,  dated  August  3,  1863,  in  which  it 
is  directed  that  Captain  Battle  shall  be  so  treated  and  held. 

Capt.  Shad.  Harris  before  he  joined  the  Federal  Army  was  a  Con- 
federate soldier.  He  deserted  and  was  subsequently  captured  in  arms. 
For  the  crime  of  desertion  he  was  tried  before  a  court-martial,  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death.  Before  conviction  he  was  neither 
closely  confined  nor  ironed.  His  father  had  access  to  him  both  before 
and  after  his  trial.  The  President,  in  mercy,  commuted  the  sentence 
to  imprisonment.  For  that  imprisonment  your  authorities  have  seen 
tit  to  put  iu  irons  and  close  confinement  an  officer  captured  in  opeti 
warfare,  and  against  whom  no  personal  charges  have  beeu  preferred. 
I  am  very  sure  this  statement  is  in  entire  conformity  with  tlie  facts. 
If  so,  you  deny  our  authority  to  try  and  punish  a  deserter  from  our 
Army,  even  when  the  desertion  is  inflamed  and  made  more  heinous  by 
direct  support  and  succor  to  the  enemy.  I  am  strongly  iu  hope  that 
the  mere  statement  of  this  case  is  sufficient  to  show  the  manifest  wrong 
of  the  proceedings  against  Captain  Battle.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform 
me  if,  upon  the  foregoing  facts,  your  Government  justifies  its  treat- 
ment of  Captain  Battle,  and  whether  you  intend  by  any  form  of  retali- 
ation upon  our  soldiers  to  contest  our  right  to  punish  desertion  from 
our  service  wlicre  the  ofl'ending  party  has  subsequently  joined  your 
Army  and  beeu  captured  by  our  forces? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Jlonroe,   Vn.,  October  H3,  1S63. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  letter  from  W.  P.  Wood,  superin 
tendent  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  addressed  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitch- 
cock, to  which  I  specially  call  your  atteution.* 

■"  :^fB  p.  o4iS. 
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Will  you  release  our  citizeus  whom  you  hold  contined  in  your  prisons 
against  whom  there  are  no  charges  ?  There  is  no  disposition  on  the 
[)art  of  the  U.  S.  authorities  to  harass  or  annoy  citizens.  In  all  cases 
heretofore,  so  far  as  I  know,  whenever  Southern  citizens  have  been 
arrested,  it  has  been  for  special  reasons,  marking  the  individuals  as 
separated  from  the  mass  of  a  community.  I  know  of  no  citizen  of  tiie 
South  who  is  held  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  merely  because  he  belongs 
to  the  South.  If  you  know  of  any  such,  uame  them  and  they  shall  be 
sent  home.  Some  time  since  the  U.  S.  authorities  arrested  two  citizens 
in  Virginia  for  special  cause.  The  Richmond  authorities  arrested  two 
supposed  Union  men  to  answer  for  those  mentioned  above,  witliout  any 
charges  against  them.  Why  are  not  these  men  released?  Within 
twenty  four  hours  after  any  given  time  the  U.  S.  authorities  can  arrest 
double  or  treble  the  number  of  citizens  of  the  South  that  you  hold  of 
citizens  of  the  North;  and  though  they  have  hitherto  refrained  from 
the  arrest  of  citizens,  as  such,  the  detention  of  citizeus  in  the  Kichniond 
prisons,  or  elsewhere  in  the  South,  as  Union  men,  may  necessitate  a 
recourse  to  similar  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States. 

Should  the  intiictiou  of  such  misery  on  the  citizens  of  the  South  be 
inaugurated,  on  their  own  authorities  will  rest  the  onus. 
llespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITFT, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exvhanije. 


Office  Commissary  General  (if  Prisoneus, 

Wasltiiu/ton,  D.  C,  October  :.'!,  18il3. 
Col.  C.  V.  De  Land, 

Commandiny  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.: 
Colonel:  [  have  just  received  the  report  of  Surg.  A.  M.  Clark,  a 
medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war,  to  parts  of  which  I  must  call  your 
attention: 

Police  of  camp  very  much  nejjlocted,  except  in  barracks  of  Invalid  Corps.  Uisci- 
pline  in  camp  very  bad;  sinks  badly  constructed  and  in  liltliy  condition;  removal 
ofiitt'al  not  well  attended  to,  no  receptacles  provided;  no  attention  paid  to  cooking 
in  prisoners' barracks  Ijy  aiitUorities;  cluthinf;  in  liospital  for  prisoners  very  deti' 
ciint;  hospital  bedding  is  very  deficient;  police  of  prison  hospital  not  as  good  as  it 
should  he;  cooking  arrangements  not  carefully  inspected;  discipline  of  hospital  not 
good;  all  the  prisoners'  barracks  ;ire  greatly  in  need  of  repairs.  There  is  not  a  door 
and  hardly  a  window  among  them.  A  large  proportion  of  the  bunks  are  sn  mutilated 
as  to  be  useless.  Much  of  the  flooring  and  siding  is  removed  and  the  open  Hrcplaces 
are  in  a  dilapidated  condition.     The  roofs  of  all  rei|uire  repairs. 

All  these  deficiencies  must  be  remedied  at  once,  and  when  i  t  is  attended 
with  any  ex|)euse  it  will  be  paid  out  of  the  prison  fund.  The  rooking 
must  hereafter  be  done  in  Farmer  boilrrs,  tlie  forty-gallon  size  being  the 
most  convenient  perhaiis.  These  must  be  introduced  at  once  and  there 
must  be  no  more  cooking  in  open  tirepiaces  nor  in  camp-kettles.  Put 
the  ovens  in  good  repair  and  bake  the  bread  for  the  command.  P.akiiig 
by  contract  must  Ije  discontinued.  Erect  a  suitable  Liuiidry  and  pro- 
vide a  sutticient  number  of  boiler.s.  Surgeon  Clark  report.^  that  you 
do  not  i.ssue  the  clotliing  furnished  by  the  i|uartermaster"s  department 
because  it  will  facilitate  escapes.  Cut  the  skirts  of  the  coats  short  ;ind 
cut  otf  the  trimmings  and  most  of  the  bntton.s.  which  will  sufficiently 
ilistinguisli  them  from  Federal  soldiers.  Erect  two  additional  liospital 
buildings,  each  100  feet  long,  with  live  windows  and  a  door  on  ctich 
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side  and  a  door  at  each  end,  to  be  paid  for  oat  of  the  prison  ftind.  The 
lioppital  affairs  must  be  very  badly  managed  if  the  hospital  fand  is  not 
sufficient  to  [luichase  all  the  furniture  of  all  kinds  that  is  required  for 
the  hospital.  You  will  require  the  surgeon  in  charge  to  make  an  imme- 
diate report  of  the  average  number  of  sick  for  the  month  of  September, 
the  amount  of  rations  due  the  hospital,  the  amount  drawn,  the  savings 
in  rations  and  money,  the  articles  purchased,  and  the  fund  remaining 
on  hand.  This  report  must  be  forwarded  within  five  days  aft«r  the 
receipt  of  this  letter  and  a  like  report  will  be  made  at  the  end  of  this 
month.  At  the  end  of  this  month  you  will  report  what  has  been  done 
to  carry  out  the  instructions  contained  in  this  letter  on  the  several 
points  above  mentioned,  taking  them  in  the  order  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Oommissary-Genekal  of  Prisoners, 

Washinyton,  I).  C,  October  24,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Pierson, 

Gomnunding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  Y'our  several  letters  of  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  are  received. 
If  the  smallpox  should  prevail  to  an  extent  to  make  it  necessary  you 
will  extend  the  smallpox  hospital  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  patients  and  defray  the  cost  from  the  prison  fund. 
The  pretended  alarm  of  some  of  the  prisoners  is  matter  of  little  conse 
quence.  In  my  letter  of  the  I'Jth  instant  I  omitted  to  mention  that 
Surgeon  Clark  reported  your  grave  yard  much  neglected,  without  fence, 
and  the  graves  too  shallow.  Let  it  be  corrected  at  once.  Put  up  a 
suitable  fence  and  have  the  graves  dug  sufficiently  deep.  The  value  of 
Medical  Inspector  Humphreys'  opinion  is  shown  by  his  recommending 
a  guard  of  one  regiment,  that  is,  two  men  to  every  Ave  prisoners.  The 
risk  and  the  hardships  of  troops  in  the  field  are  much  greater  than  is 
experienced  by  your  coiJjmand,biit  to  remove  any  possible  chance  of  an 
uprising  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  I  have  advised  that  the  Michigan 
be  sent  to  the  bay  if  she  can  lie  there  as  conveniently  as  at  Erie. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


ViCKSBURG,  October  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson,  Commanding  at   Vicksburg : 

(lENERAL:  My  object  in  visiting  this  place  under  flag  of  truce  is  to 
effect  an  arrangement  with  you  for  the  exchange  of  any  officers  who 
have  been  or  may  [bel  captured  by  your  command,  giving  officer  for 
otticer  of  eiiual  rank.  This  proposition  is  made  in  consequence  of  there 
being  some  difficulty  existing  between  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
Governments  in  regard  to  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  the 
place  of  exchange  to  be  at  or  near  Big  Black  River  or  such  other  point 
as  may  be  agreed  upon.  My  headquarters  at  present  are  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,  and  any  communication  sent  me  through  the  Confederate  pickets 
beyond  Big  Black  River  will  reach  me  promptly. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respecrfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  WATTS, 
Lieutenant  Coloiu-I  ami  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  VlcJcsburg,  October  24,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Major-Geueral  Grant  for  bis  action  in  the 
matter. 

J.  B.  McPHEliSON, 

Major-  General. 

[Second  inilorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  ihe  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Chattanooga,  November  2,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned. 

In  the  excLange  of  prisoners  of  war  you  will  be  governed  only  by 
such  regulations  as  are  authorized  from  Washington. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Grant: 

ELY  S.  PARKER, 
AsHintant  Adjutant- General. 


1Iead(,iuarters  of  the  Army, 

Washinijtun,  October  26,  1863. 
-Major-Goiieral  Banks,  Xew  Ofleans: 

<iENi:RAL:  Your  dispatches  of  October  10  and  17  are  received. 

lu  regard  to  our  prisoners  of  war  held  by  the  enemy,  I  submit  the 
fcvllowing  brief  explanation  of  the  ditliculties'iu  effecting" any  exchanges 
on  account  of  the  utter  disregard  of  the  cartel  by  the  reberauthonties. 

The  enemy  commenced  the  violation  of  this  solemn  agreement  by 
refusing  to  deliver  and  exchange  certain  classes  of  ofBcers  and  men, 
and  as  soon  as  they  had  in  their  iiossession  a  large  number  of  their  own, 
paroled  by  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg  and  yourself  at  Port  Uudson. 
they  entirely  ceased  delivering  ours  as  required  by  the  cartel,  but 
placed  them  in  close  coutinemeut.  They  then  proceeded  to  declare  all  of 
their  own  paroled  prisoners  "duly  exchanged"'  without  any  eiiuivalents 
delivered  to  us.  In  this  way  they  have  been  able  to  return  to  duty  in 
the  held  a  much  larger  number  of  men  than  if  they  had  made  regular 
exchanges.  This  was  a  most  shameless  violation  oV  the  cartel  and  the 
general  laws  of  war. 

To  iKiw  exchange  the  rebel  prisoners  in  our  hands  for  ours  in  the 
possession  of  the  rebels  would  be  to  admit  the  legal  exchange  of  the 
rebel  prisoners  already  returned  to  duty. 

(ienerals  Hitchcock  and  Meredith  have  been  doing  their  best  to 
arrange  this  difficulty  and  to  renew  the  system  of  exchanges  established 
by  the  <'artel,  but  it  is  almost  useless  to  expect  any  Justice  or  honesty 
from  a  rebel,  who  is  described  by  ^Shakespeare  "upoii  whom  do  swarm 
the  multiplying  villainies  of  nature." 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ii.   \V.   HALLECK. 

Gencridhi-Vliiif. 


IlEADijUARl  ERS    f.  S.  FoECES, 

Colniiibii.^.  Ohio.  October  26,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Ciimmwsary- General  or'  Prisoners.   Wasliiiii/fon,  D.  C: 
Sir:  In  rei)ly  to  ynur  letter  of  the  L'lst  instant,  requesting  intbrma- 
tnm  as  to  the  treatment  of  ( General   .Morgan  aud  his  (itiicers  on  theii' 
arrival  at  Columbus.  I  have  the  InuKir  to  inform  you  that  the  hrst.  con- 
sisting of  General   Morgan  and  part\-,  arri\ed  Irom  Ciucinnati  ou  the 
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afternoon  of  July  30.  The  train  was  stopped  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  piisoii,  and  the  prisoners  were  marched  under  guard  to  the  parlor 
of  the  prison.  Each  ofhcer's  name  was  called  in  turn  and  he  was  for- 
mally turned  over  to  Mr.  N.  Merion,  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary, 
when  he  was  searched,  and  everything  valuable  taken  from  him.  The 
money.  &c.,  was  placed  in  a  package  labeled  with  the  owner's  name;  a 
list  of  all  articles  registered.  The  package  was  then  placed  in  the 
prison  safe.  This  search  was  made  in  the  presence  of  myself  and  statt', 
and  also  two  of  the  directors  of  the  penitentiary,  and  was  done  as  deli- 
cately as  possible.  In  most  instances  the  officers  delivered  everything 
tliemselves.  They  were  then  conducted  into  the  prison  proper,  where 
I'ach  one  was  required  to  bathe  and  have  his  hair  cut  and  whiskers 
siiaved.  I  did  not  go  into  the  prison  until  after  I  had  turned  over  the 
last  prisoner,  and  was  not  aware  that  they  were  going  to  cut  their  hair 
and  whiskers.  rp(jn  going  into  the  prison  I  found  that  about  two- 
thirds  had  gone  through  the  process.  I  at  once  spoke  to  the  directors 
on  the  subject.  They  replied  that  they  could  receive  prisoners  on  no 
other  conditions.  That  their  cells  were  new,  clean,  and  sweet;  that 
ninst  of  the  prisoners  were  tilthy  and  covered  with  vermin,  and  that  it 
was  a  mere  sanitary  measure  and  not  a  degradation.  They  were 
undoubtedly  covered  with  vermin,  and  as  most  of  them  had  unciergone 
the  treatment  it  was  decided  to  treat  them  all  alike.  Their  hair  was 
not  cropped,  but  was  cut  in  the  style  usually  worn  by  gentlemen  in 
this  city,  and  was  not  more  closely  cut  than  my  own.  Their  beards 
were  cut  close.  Xo  indicnity  was  offered  them.  Many  of  them  thought 
!t  a  benefit,  and  (juite  a  number  requested  afterward  to  renew  the  bath. 
Their  money  and  valuables  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  warden,  just  as 
tiiey  were  received,  except  that  small  sums  of  money  have  been 
expended  for  them  from  time  to  time  on  their  written  orders.  The  pris- 
oners are  confined  in  a  portion  of  the  prison  separated  from  the  con- 
victs, have  their  meals  by  themselves,  and  are  allowed  to  be  together 
(luring  the  day.    At  night  they  are  locked  in  their  cells. 

Mo  order  was  given  by  any  military  authority  for  the  course  of  treat- 
ment on  their  first  arrival,  but  the  directors  of  the  prison  required  the 
warden  to  enforce  the  usual  sanitary  regulations  of  the  prison  in  their 
case.  Subsequently,  General  Burnside  directed  that  in  future  shaving, 
&c.,  be  omitted.  This  was  communicated  at  once  to  the  prison  author- 
ities. I  inclose  a  copy  of  Governor  Tod's  instructions  to  the  warden, 
and  also  extracts  from  letters  from  two  of  the  prisoners  now  confined, 
which  will  tend  to  show  that  they  have  no  cause  for  complaint  of  their 
treatment.  They  are  not  treated  as  convicts,  but  as  nearly  like  pris- 
oners of  war  as  tlie  circumstances  of  the  case  will  admit.  They  are 
allowed  as  near  the  army  rations  as  the  facilities  for  cooking  will  admit, 
and  are  in  every  i)articular  better  cared  for  than  any  of  our  prisoners 
can  be  at  Camp  ('base. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  S.  MASON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  1.] 

RxEOTJTiVE  Department,  Columbus,  July  30,  18):3. 
Nathaniel  Merion,  Esq.,  Warden  of  Ohio  Penitentiary : 

You  have  been  advised  of  a  formidable  and  destructive  raid  through 
our  State  of  a  band  of  desperate  men  under  the  lead  of  the  notorious 
John  tl.  Morgan,  also  of  their  cai)ture  by  the  military  forces  of  the 
Federal  Government,  aided,  however,  materially  by  the  militia  forces 
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of  our  State.  Upon  consultation  with  Maj.  Gen.  A.  B.  Burnside  com- 
mander in-chief  of  this  military  department,  I  learn  from  him  that  he 
has  not,  subject  to  his  command,  a  secure  place  in  which  to  keep  the 
principal  othcers  of  said  band.  I  liave  therefore,  tendered  to  the  Fed- 
eral (iovernment  the  use  of  our  penitentiary  as  a  place  of  safe-keepino' 
for  them  until  other  provision  can  be  made. 

Yon  will  therefore  please  receive  from  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  Government  the  said  John  H.  .Moi'gan  and  thirty  others,  Con- 
Icderate  otiicers  captured  with  him  (a  list  of  whose  names  is  herewith 
hiuided  you),  and  safely  and  securely  keep  them  within  the  walls  of  the 
penitentiary  until  other  provision  shall  be  n)ade  tor  them.  You  will 
carefully  search  each  prisoner  as  he  may  be  handed  over  to  you  and 
take  from  him  all  arms  and  articles  of  value  (money  included)  and  care- 
fully preserve  the  same  until  you  may  receive  further  directions  touch- 
ing the  disposition  thereof.  You  will  keep  said  [irisoners,  so  far  as  may 
be  i)ossible,  separate  and  apart  from  the  convicts. 

You  will  furnish  them  with  everything  necessary  in  the  way  of  food 
and  clothing  for  their  comfort,  and  impose  only  such  restrictions  upon 
them  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  safe-keeping.  You  will  permit  no 
one  to  hold  interviews  or  comiiniiiications  by  writing  or  otherwise 
with  them  except  by  written  or  telegraphic^  order  from  General  Burn- 
side.  You  will  employ  such  additional  force  for  guard  or  other  duty  as 
you  may  deem  necessary.  Should  clothing  be  required  for  the  prison- 
ers you  will  make  requisition  upon  me  for  the  same.  You  will  keep  an 
accurate  account  of  ail  increased  cost  to  the  institution  coiisei|uent 
upon  a  compliance  witii  this  'request  and  report  the  same  to  me  fi-om 
rime  to  time  as  you  may  require  funds  to  meet  the  expenditure. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

DAVID  TOD, 
Governor  and  <Jommander-in- Chief. 

[Inclosiire  No.  2.] 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Lieut.  L.  D.  HoUoicay,  prisoner  of  irar  con- 
fined in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  to  hia  mother. 

Ohio  Penitentiary,  Cell  Xo.  27, 

Col  limb  K.s.  October  3i,  lS6o. 
Dear  Mother:  *  *  •  Y'our  letter  finds  me  in  good  health.  I 
have  a  good  ap()etite  and  have  never  been  sick  a  moment  since  1  have 
been  beie  and  trust  in  God  that  my  good  health  may  continue.  I  am 
becoming  (piite  fond  of  my  cell,  and  in  fact,  this  thing  of  being  a  pris- 
oner is  not  half  as  bad  as  you  might  imagine.  Here  I  can  write  home 
and  receive  letters  from  you  all,  which  I  could  not  do  if  I  was  not  a 
prisoner.  I  can  eat  as  much  as  I  want  and  no  limit  to  sleeping.  Can 
keej)  warm,  dry,  and  clean,  read  my  Bible,  sing  in  a  whisper  and  pray 
for  myself,  my  family,  friends,  and  enemies,  and  all  these  things  should 
make  one  who  has  been  exposed  t<3  cold  and  rain,  and  often  hungry  and 
worn  nut  for  sleep,  with  other  cares  and  duties  crowding  on  him,  quite 
pleasant  for  a  time.     *     *     ♦ 

L.  D.  HOLLOVVAY. 

[Inclosurr  Xo.  3.] 

Extract  from  a  litter  from  G.  ^[.  Coleman,  a  prisoner  of  war  confined  in 
the  Ohio  penitentiary,  to  his  brother. 

Ohio  Penitentiary,  (_'<ilumbi(s,  Ohio,  October  32,  1863. 
Dear   [Irothf.K:  »     *     *   Vou  hopeil  that  we  were  kindly  treated. 
I  don't  think  we  have  any  just  cause  of  complaint.     Our  continement 
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is  strong  and  close ;  otherwise  we  are  treated  as  well  as  prisoners  gener- 
ally are.  V\'e  are  fed  plentifully  on  army  rations  or  its  equivalent  and 
are  allowed  to  purchase  jrood  warm  citizens'  clothes.  Our  quarters  are 
kept  clean  and  nice.  Our  means  of  exercise  are  rather  limited,  but 
notwithstanding  that  we  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  robust  health.  There 
are  seventy  otficers.  including  General  Morgan,  confined  inthisiustitn 
tion.  We  have  been  here  eighty  odd  days  and  no  death  occurred 
amongst  us,  nor  but  two  cases  of  serious  illness.  Those  two  recovered 
some  time  since.     *     »     * 

.'.r  G.  M,  colema:n^. 


■    ■        Headquarters  Saint  Mary's  District, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  October  36,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  Among  every  lot  of  prisoners  sent  from  Fort  Delaware  to 
this  point  there  have  been  cases  of  smallpox.  There  were  twenty-six 
in  the  last  lot.  So  many  cases  create  alarm  here  among  the  troops  and 
the  citizen  employes  of  the  Government.  1  trust  no  more  will  be  sent 
here. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

OILMAN  MARSTON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsemenff.] 

Office  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 

October  27,  I'^GS. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-*  ieneral  with  the  request  that 
he  will  suggest  what  measures  should  be  taken  to  provide  for  small- 
pox patients  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Surgeon-General's  Office,  October  27,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Col.  \V.  Hotfmau,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  with  the  recommendation  that  no  more  prisoners  of  war  be 
transferred  from  Fort  Delaware  until  the  disease  has  abated.  No 
report  has  been  received  at  this  office  of  the  existence  of  smallpox  at 
that  station.  If  it  should  become  prevalent,  it  would  become  necessary 
to  separate  and  isolate  the  prisoners  as  much  as  possible. 
By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon-General: 

C.  H.  CRANE, 
Surgeon.  U.  ^'.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  FIoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xear  fiandusky,  Ohio,  October  2i>,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissiuy-Generul  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
CoLONKL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  19th  containing  extracts  from  the  report  of  Surgeon  Clark. 
1  will  notice  some  of  them. 
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With  regard  to  thecomplainf  that  but  part  of  the  wards  were  in  use, 
yon  will  remember  that  the  h(  spital  was  never  ceiled  or  plastered. 
Last  season,  there  being  bat  comparatively  few  prisoners,  one  of  the 
other  buildings  was  used  during  the  cold  season.  A  part  of  the  rooms 
were  evacuated  in  order  to  plaster  them,  it  having  been  decided  to  be 
necessary  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  the  medical  inspector,  who  has  been 
accustomed  to  visit  this  post,  and  Doctor  Woodbridge.  They  have 
thought  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  plaster  more,  but  I  think  it  [)roba- 
bly  will  be  when  these  are  finished.  At  any  rate,  that;  is  the  reason 
they  were  vacant  Doctor  Wootlbridge  has  complained  of  late,  since 
the  increase  of  prisoners,  of  a  want  of  sheets.  Says  he  has  made 
requisition  for  them.  I  liave  taken  the  responsibility  of  saying  to  him 
if  he  does  not  get  them  to  purchase  some  iu  the  city  and  they  shcnild 
be  paid  for  by  the  ([uartermaster  or  from  prison  fund.  Would  you 
direct  that  every  man  in  the  hospital  should  have  sheets,  or  leave  it  to 
the  surgeon's  discretion,  as  I  have  done?  If  all  have  them  it  will 
increase  the  number  much  and  the  washing  also.  As  to  washing,  I 
have  lately  allowed  a  small  building  to  be  put  on  Johnson's  Island, 
where  some  laundresses  will  live.  We  have  had  trouble  about  getting 
our  washing  done,  but  this  is  the  first  complaint  to  me  about  the  hos- 
pital washing  being  neglected.  The  only  receptacles  for  garbage  there 
can  be  are  boxes  and  barrels  until  carried  off,  which  is  done  daily. 
Doles  iu  the  ground,  as  Surgeon  Clark  suggested,  would  come  immedi- 
ately to  the  rock  and  be  utterly  impracticable.  I  have  always  told  the 
dcctor  to  use  too  much  instead  of  too  little  lime  and  other  disinfecting 
agents.  He  has  certainly  used  a  great  amount.  The  prisoners'  bar- 
racks are  policed  everyday.  Sometimes  on  stormy  days  like  that  when 
Surgeon  Clark  was  here  very  little  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  policing. 
This  earth  is  very  sticky  iu  wet  weather  and  will  track  anywhere  with 
a  crowd.  Doctor  Woodbridge  says  there  are  many  prisoners  who  have 
such  uiiuary  diseases  that  a  chamber  is  necessary  in  the  barracks. 
There  are  men  of  all  ages  and  conditions  among  prisoners.  When 
informed  that  not  less  than  thirty  new  sinks  have  been  dug  from  time 
to  time  you  will  perceive  1  have  not  waited  for  orders  from  medical 
officers.  The  rock  in  mauy  places  is  but  a  few  feet  from  the  surface  and 
is  very  difficult  to  blast.  New  sinks  are  dug,  but  old  ones  are  readily 
filled  up,  it  is  true,  before  new  ones  are  supplied. 

If  large  numbers  of  orisoners  are  liere  after  next  spring  I  should 
recommend  the  fence  on  the  woods  side  be  moved  back  some  four  rods. 
On  the  subject  of  ventilation.  Doctors  Humplireys  and  Woodbridge 
had  agreed  on  some  plan  when  plastering,  which  the  doctor  says  is 
being  carried  out.  As  to  the  fault  of  tiie  prisoners  themselves  in  not 
policing,  it  is  my  e\perieiu;e  that  prisoners  lollicers)  will  as  a  general 
thing  do  no  more  than  they  are  compelletl  to  do.  1  have  only  further 
to  remark  that  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  reports  of  Colonel 
Hiuuplireys  who  has  been  here  so  often  and  spent  whole  days  iu  the 
examination  of  the  camp  inside  and  out.  He  never  said  a  word  of  what 
lie  had  reported  except  what  1  wrote  \ou  about  the  increase  of  force. 
Indeed,  he  is  a  stranger  to  me.  He  has,  however,  comfilimented  the 
condition  of  the  camp  on  every  occasion  he  has  been  here  iu  high  terms. 
I  have  been  over  your  letter  with  the  doctor  anil  given  directions  on  each 
point.  There  are  two  pumps.  They  will  soon  freeze  up  and  the  pris- 
oners will  have  to  bring  water  from  the  bay.  Do  you  consider  it  a 
direction  that  I  should  put  in  another  this  winter?  I  iiave  hail  wells 
dug,  but  without  good   prospect  of  success,  but  it  is  a  very  dry  time 
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now.     I  expect  it  will  be  a  great  duty  to  guard  prisoners  for  water  this 
winter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIERSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Hoffmanns  Battalion,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — Perhaps  I  ought  to  add  that  with  all  the  disposition  of  prison- 
ers to  coiii]ihxin  there  has  never  been  the  first  complaint  from  a  .sick 
person  or  their  friends  or  any  Confederate  surgeon  of  want  of  supplies 
or  care.  .-.  . 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October  26,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  inspection 
of  Camp  Morton,  near  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  22, 1803.  The  reason 
for  my  delay  in  forwarding  the  above  report,  as  well  as  those  for  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  is  that  I  have  contracted  a  severe  cold,  which  for  several 
days  has  rendered  writing  almost  an  impossibility. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Sunjeon  and  Actinfi  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Report  of  inspect' on  of  camp  and  field  hospital,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Octo- 
ber 22,  1^68,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  actiny  medical  inspector  of 
prisoners  of  tear. 

Designation  of  camp — Camp  ^lorton.  Commander  of  camp — Captain 
Guthridiie,  Forty  eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  this  day  relieved  by  Col- 
onel Stevens,  Invalid  Corps.  Command  and  strength — i)risoners,  rebel 
otHcers,  7;  rebel  soldiers.  2,325;  civilians,  30;  total,  2,362.  Location 
of  camp — one  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Time  occu- 
pied^about  eighteen  months.  Water,  source  and  supply — by  pumps 
from  wells,  five  in  number;  supply,  sutiicient.  Water,  quality  and 
effects — good,  slightly  alkaline.  Fuel — wood  and  coal.  Soil — clay  and 
sand,  muddy.  Drainage — bad  from  want  of  attention;  ditches  and 
drains  choked  with  rubbisli.  Topography — ground  level,  some  trees, 
deep  ditch,  formerly  bed  of  a  creek  running  through  middle  of  camp. 
Police  of  camp — very  bad.  Discii)liiie  in  camp — lax.  Tents  or  huts, 
position — barracks  on  north  and  west  sides  of  square.  Tents  or  huts, 
pattern  and  quality — one  story  and  in  dilapidated  condition.  Tents 
or  huts,  ventilation — only  ventilated  from  dilapidation.  Tents  or  huts, 
sufficiency — the  barracks  at  present  used  for  prison  i)urposes  are  sufH- 
cient  for  2,000  to  2,200  prisoners.  Tents  or  huts,  heating — stoves  in  a 
few  of  the  barracks.  Sinks,  construction — exceedingly  faulty,  two  exca- 
vations about  twenty  feet  long,  tive  feet  wide,  two  feet  deep,  entirely 
oj)en.  Sinks,  condition  and  position — very  foul,  one  on  north  side  about 
23  feet  in  rear  of  barracks;  on  west  side  about  100  feet  in  rear.  Sinks, 
management — no  manageinent  at  all.  Removal  of  offal,  &c. — unatten- 
ded to;  the  central  ditch  is  a  general  receptacle  for  refuse  of  all  kinds. 
Previous  use  of  camp — State  fair  ground.  Rations — abundant  and  of 
good  quality.  Cooking  in  camp — l>y  prisoners  over  camp-fires.  Inspec- 
tion of  food — said  to  be  inspected  by  commanding  officer.  Portable 
ovens — none,  bread  furnished  by  commissary.  Vegetables — potatoes 
only. 
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Cleanliness  of  men  and  clothing — foul;  bathing  and  laundry  facilities 
entirely  insufficient.  Quality  and  quantity  of  clothing?  obtained  from 
(luartermaster's  department — sufficient.  Blankets  and  beddin'' insuf- 
ficient both  in  hospital  and  camp;  no  satisfactory  reason  giventherefor. 
Condition  of  men — in  barracks,  exceedingly  foul;  in  liospital,  miserable. 
Hospital  buildings — two,  one  dilapidated  and  utterly  unfit  for  use;  the 
other  (former  guard-house)  in  good  condition,  but  nuich  overcrowdeil. 
Hospital  tents — six,  destitute  of  stoves  or  other  means  of  heating. 
Hospital  police — verj'  much  neglected,  especially  in  cook-house,  which 
is  in  filthy  condition.  Hospital  discii)line — none  to  speak  of.  Hospital 
diet  and  cooking — very  little  if  any  attention  paid  by  officers.  Hospital 
beat  and  ventilation — heated  sufficiently  by  stoves  except, in  tents;  the 
guard  house  ward  is  properly  ventilated,  the  other  only  by  dilapida- 
tion. Hospital  capacity— ;3(j  in  tents,  V2  in  guard  house  ward  ;  total,  48. 
Number  sick— 216;  of  these  12.".  are  in  barracks  who  shouUl  be  in.hos= 
jiital  and  well  taken  care  of.  State  of  medical  supplies — sufficient,  but 
very  disorderly  kept.  State  of  surgical  instruments — none  in  hospital. 
State  of  hospital  records— carelessly  kept.  Stateof  hospital  fund— S.'ies, 
Sei)tember3(i,  1SI13.  Reports — carelessly  made.  Medical  attendance — 
virtually  none.  Nursing — by  prisoners.  Interments — by  contract. 
Diseases,  local — pulmonic,  diarrhea,  several  cases  of  scurvy'  Diseases, 
prevention  of— no  care  taken.  Recoveries  from  diseases— slow  and  un- 
certain. Mortality  from  diseases— during  the  mouth  of  September  2;3 
out  of  183  patients  died,  being  over  12.4r>  percent.  Medical  officer— Act- 
ing Assistant  Surgeon  Funkhauser.  This  officer  is  utterly  untit  for  the 
post  he  holds.  I  am  informed  that  his  contract  is  for  $100  i>er  montli. 
This  requires  him  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  his  hospital  and  camp 
duties  to  the  exclusion  of  all  outside  business.  1  am  also  informed  tliat 
he  has  a  large  outside  practice,  and  that  he  usually  (and  sometimes 
omitting  even  this)  visits  the  camp  not  to  exceed  half  an  hour  daily, 
leaving  the  almost  entire  charge  of  the  sick  and  everything  pertaining 
to  the  sanitary  management  of  the  camp  to  an  eiihsted  man,  who, 
though  he  has  paid  some  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
endeavors  to  do  his  best,  is  entirely  unequal  to  the  proper  discharge 
of  these  duties.  As  a  conse(iuence  of  this  the  sick  are  neglected  or 
improperly  treated:  the  ratio  of  mortality  is  unwarrantably  large,  the 
hospital  is  in  a  most  lamentable  condition,  and  the  general  sanitary 
management  of  the  camp  is  utterly  neglected.  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  this  officer  be  at  once  removed  and  a  competent  man 
assigned  in  his  stead. 

As  the  foregoing  report  will  show,  this  camp  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
name  of  military  i)risou.  It  is  lilthy  in  every  res])ect.  The  vicinity  of 
the  sinks  is  obvious  for  many  yards  around,  they  being  perfectly  open; 
no  attempt  made  to  disinfect  them.  They  are,  moreover,  insnlficient  in 
numl)er.  The  seven  roljcl  otticers  confined  here  are  crowded  into  a 
small  room  about  ten  liy  twelve  and  eight  feet  high.  In  this  tlicy 
sleep,  live,  and  cook.  There  are  good  natural  facilities  for  drainaiie, 
but  the  drains  are  choked  with  rubbish,  and  the  large  central  ditch  is 
a  grand  receptacle  for  the  refuse  of  the  whole  camp.  Tlie  main  hos- 
pital ward  is  in  so  dilapidated  a  cimdition  that  the  [latients  are  obliged 
to  fasten  their  blankets  along  the  wall  for  partial  protection  from  wind 
and  weather,  and  are  thus  deprived  of  the  necessary  covering.  In 
fact,  every  patient  whom  I  examined  had  more  or  less  of  pulmonary 
trouble  accompanying  his  disease,  whatever  it  miglit  be.  The  hospital 
cook-house  was  in  filthy  condition,  and  the  food  which  had  Just  been 
prejiared  for  dinner  at  the  time  of  my  visit  was  most  miserably  cooked. 
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I  fouud  the  bath  and  wash  bouse  used  for  storing  straw  for  bedding. 
The  hospital  fuud  is  uot  expended  with  sufficieut  freedom  in  procuring 
comforts  for  the  sick,  nor  could  I  ascertain  that  any  account  of  the  less 
perishable  articles,  as  table  furniture,  &c.,  purchased  from  the  fund  is 
kept.  The  commanding  officer  states  tbat  he  has  been  directed  to 
erect  two  additional  hospital  barracks,  but  they  are  not  as  yet  com- 
menced. The  prison  fuud  on  baud  Se[>tember  30,  1863,  was  $959.68. 
This  fund  is  drawn  on  for  repairs,  cooking,  police,  utensils,  &c.,  of 
which  an  account  is  kept. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Actiny  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Richmond,  October  36,  1863. 
President  Davis,  Montf/omery,  Ala.: 

Mr.  (Juki  reports  no  balance  of  Federal  prisoners  remaining  on  which 
he  can  declare  exchauge  unless  those  in  actual  custody  here  be  deliv- 
ered up,  leaving  our  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  etiemy.  In  making 
recent  declarations  of  exchange  he  has  exhausted  very  nearly  all  the 
l)aroles  in  his  possession.  Kxcept  as  a  measure  of  retaliation  for  unau- 
thorized discharge  by  the  enemy,  the  remaining  Vicksburg  captives 
cannot  be  discharged.     No  news  of  especial  interest. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  <J.,  October  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Foster,  i^orf  Monroe,  Va.: 

It  would  be  useless  for  Mrs.  Doctor  Wright  to  come  heie.    The  sub- 
ject is  a  very  painful  one,  but  the  case  is  settled. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Office  Judge-Advocate-Generax,, 

Washington,  October  27,  1863. 

Case  of  Robert  W.  Baylor,  of  Twelfth  Virginia  Cavalry,  in  the  serviee  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

Captain  Baylor  was  arraigned  before  a  general  court-martial,  con 
vened  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1862,  for  his  trial 
on  the  following  charges: 

(JilAKGE  1:   Violatiu;^  a  flag  of  truce. 
C'n.iKUE  2:  Murder. 

The  specifications  of  these  charges  set  forth  that  on  the  7th  day  of 
February,  186:.',  the  prisoner  exhibited  or  caused  to  be  exhibited  on  tht- 
south  side  of  the  Potomac  River,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  a  Hag  of  truce  and 
thereby  induced  one  George  Rohr,  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  L'nited  States, 
in  the  military  service  thereof  and  in  charge  of  a  tlagi)f-truce  boat,  to 
[iroceed  across  the  river  toward  such  tiag,  and  that  wUen  said  boat  had 
arrived  at  or  near  to  the  place  at  which  said  Hag  or  signal  was  exhib- 
ited it  was  fired  into  by  the  said  Baylor  or  by  ids  command,  and  the 
said  Rohr  was  tired  at  and  wounds  indicted  on  him  of  which  he  died  on 
said  7th  of  February,  1862. 
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The  court  continued  its  proceedings  in  the  trial  from  day  to  day  until 
June  12,  18HL!,  when  all  the  testimony  in  support  of  the  charge  had 
been  .submitted  and  .several  witnesses  had  been  heard  for  the  defense, 
when  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  next  day,  June  13,  1862,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  advance  of  the  rebel  army  never  reassembled  to 
conclude  the  trial  of  tliis  case.  It  is  recommended  that  Brig.  Gen.  B. 
F.  Keliey,  by  whose  order  this  court  was  appointed,  be  directed  to 
reconvene  it  for  the  purjjose  of  concluding  its  proceedings  in  this  ttase. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge-  Advocate-  General. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners!, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  ;J7,  1863. 
Capt.  S.  E.  Jones, 

Profost-Marshiil  District  of  Kentucky,  Louisville,  Ky.: 
Cap  TAIN:  You  will  please  inform  all  prisoners  of  war  under  your 
charge  that  for  the  (tresent  no  more  ilischarges  will  be  granted,  but 
those  who  do  not  wish  to  be  sent  South  for  exchange  may  make  appli- 
cation to  you  to  this  etfcct  and  you  will  please  forward  to  this  ofUce 
senii-niouthly  or  ottener  rolls  of  all  such  applicants,  giving  the  rank, 
regiment,  and  comi)any.  when  and  where  captured,  and  in  the  column 
of  remarks  sucli  other  particulars  as  on  examination  you  may  think 
necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  case.  Cases  which  you  may 
deem  of  an  extraordinary  character  may  be  presented  separately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  9.  Mason,  commanding,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  commanding  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  S.  Pierson,  commanding  depot  prisoners  of  war,  Santlusky  City, 
Ohio;  Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marstoii,  comiiianding  ilepot  prisoners  of  war. 
Point  Lookout,  Md:  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Baldwin,  (-ommauding  Davids 
Island,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.;  Col.  J.  Dimick,  commanding  Fort 
Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  Mass.;  Col.  G.  W.  Kincaid,  commanding 
Alton  military  prison,  Alton,  III.;  Lieut.  Col.  James  O.  Broadhead, 
provost  marshal  general,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.;  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf, 
commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.;  Col.  J.  S.  Simouson,  commanding 
District  of  Indiana  and  Micliigan,  Indianapolis,  hid.;  Col.  Charles  V. 
De  Land,  commanding  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  111.) 


HEADnf.VRTERS    ^MILITARY    PRISON, 

f'diiip   Chase,  Oh  III,  Ovtoher  '.'7,  /n6".?. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Coinmissary-dnnriil  of  Prisoiurs : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  accomp;inying  estimate* 
of  clothing  for  rebel  prisoners  at  this  post.  There  are  some  2,100  now 
conhned  here  and  many  of  them  are  very  ragged  and  are  beginning  to 
suffer  from  cold.  Ivstimate  is  not  made  for  coats,  ;is  there  are  still  some 
•■'>(»()  on  deposit  hei-e.  left  from  last  purchase.  These,  howevei',  are  of 
army  pattern,  though  of  black  cohir.  Shall  they  be  issued  to  the  pris- 
oners? Would  res[)ectfully  ask  if  under  your  instructions  of  March  20, 
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1863,  the  present  estimate  for  clothiDg  shall  be  paid  from  the  prison 
savings  fund?    Amount  of  fund  for  September,  $4,046.60. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  POTE:5f, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Invalid  Corps,  and  Assistant  Commandant  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  October  37,  18H3. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Iu  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  17th  instant  I  state  that 
Cieneral  Orders,  Nos.  49  and  100,  were  not  sent  to  me  at  the-same  time. 
I  received  General  Orders,  No.  49,  long  before  No.  100  was  delivered  to 
me.    Their  respective  dates  will  show  that  to  be  the  fact. 

My  own  personal  recollection  is  that  General  Orders,  No.  100,  was 
never  communicated  in  a  letter.  It  is  my  habit  faithfully  to  keep  all 
letters  written  by  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange. 

A  careful  search  of  the  records  of  my  office  does  not  disclose  any 
letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow,  communicating  General  Orders. 
No.  100.  Lieuteuaut-Colouel  Ludlow  met  me  at  City  Point  on  the  23d 
of  May,  1S03,  and  he  then  and  there  delivered  to  me  General  Orders, 
No.  100,  stating  that  the  principles  therein  announced  would  iu  the 
future  control  the  operations  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 

No  written  communication  accompanied  it.  If  any  one  was  ever 
written  to  accompany  it  i  never  received  it.  You  are  in  error,  there- 
fore, when  you  say  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  on  the  -'2d  of  May, 
1863,  inclosed  copies  of  General  Orders,  No.  49  and  No.  100,  announc- 
ing regulations  and  instructions  for  the  government  of  tlie  U.  S.  forces 
in  the  held  in  tlie  matter  of  paroles;  stating  that  these  orders  and  the 
cnrtel  were  to  govern  your  forces,  and  that  when  the  cartel  conflicted 
with  the  orders  they  were  to  be  set  aside.  Independent  of  the  facts  of 
the  case  I  am  justitied  in  saying  that  any  such  communication  would 
have  been  very  extraordinary.  It  would  not  only  have  admitted  that  tlie 
general  orders  were  in  violation  of  the  cartel,  but  would  have  declared 
that  the  later  general  order,  which  on  its  face  was  announced  to  be 
the  controlling  law,  should  be  set  aside  by  the  provisions  contained  in 
an  earlier  paper. 

I  again  assert  that  the  oidy  notification  I  ever  received  as  to  your 
successive  changes  of  purpose  in  the  matter  of  paroles  was  from  your 
own  general  orders,  accordino-  to  their  respective  dates,  delivered  to  me 
without  any  further  comment  than  I  have  already  communicated  to  you. 

You  further  say  my  "reference  to  the  acts  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow"  does  not  sustain  me.     You  further  say — 

The  troops  thus  declared  exchanged  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  are  as  follows : 

Fifty- first  Kei:im«nt  Imliaua  N'olunteers '•'•'} 

Seventy-fifth  Ui-Lciment  Indiaua  Volimteers -I'S 

Third  liegiment  Ohiu  Voluuteers 311 

Tennessee  cas'alry ^° 

1,008 
Paroled  at  Mouut  Sterling -ttiS 

1,471 
Permit  me  to  say  that  I  read  this  i)aragraph  of  your  letter  with  very 
great  surprise. 
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in  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  which  yoa  were  contesting,  I  gave  at 
length  the  commnnication  of  Lieuteaant-Colonel  Ludlow,  and  by  refer- 
ence to  it  you  will  tind  that  not  only  are  the  rej;iments  which  you  have 
named  therein  mentioned,  but  also  the  Holly  Springs  capture,  number- 
ing 1,.'?83  privates:  the  Xlnetytirst  Illinois  Regiment,  numbering  049 
privates;  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Indianola,  numbering  t30  privates, 
and  the  Kightieth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  numbering  KHi  pri- 
vates. Not  only  is  that  the  case,  but  your  enumeration  of  1,471  privates 
in  the  specified  regiments  is  incorrect.  The  true  aggregate  is  l,(i76 
privates. 

You  misname  one  of  the  regiments  also.  The  regiment  declared 
exchanged  was  not  the  Seventy-tifth  Indiana,  but  the  Seventy  third. 

In  an  interview  with  me  at  City  Point,  in  the  presence  of  Major  Mul- 
ford,  you  admitted  that  all  Confederate  officers  and  soldiers  delivered 
at  t-'ity  Point  before  the  -3d  of  May,  1863,  were  ileclared  exchanged, 
while  the  Federni  soldiers  were  (uily  declared  exchanged  up  to  May  6, 
iyti3.  Yet  in  your  letter,  written  subsequent  to  this  admission,  you  say 
you  have  nothing  to  show  that  exchanges  on  both  sides  were  not  alike. 
Since  your  letter  of  the  17th.  on  our  last  interview,  you  made  the  same 
admission. 

If  the  fact  is  denied  at  any  time,  I  stand  prepared  to  prove  it.  As  to 
your  computation,  based  upon  my  declarations  of  exchange,  I  refer  you 
to  my  letter  of  the  lid  of  October.  1803.  Every  statement  therein  con- 
tained is  strictly  and  accurately  correct.  I  again  assert,  what  I  am 
really  to  prove,  that  I  have  in  my  possession  more  valid  paroles  of  your 
officers  and  men  than  would  be  an  equivalent  for  the  exchanges  1  liave 
declared  up  to  this  date. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  mk  America,  War  Department, 

Richmiind,  Di-tober  :.'?,  iso.j. 
Brig.  (ien.  S.  A.  .Meredith,  Agent  of  E.nhiingf: 

Sir:  On  the  'Joth  of  September.  1S63,  A.  W.  McDonald  gave  his 
parole  to  A.  I.  Boreman  to  pro<'ure  the  release  nf  Dr.  W  P.  Uucker  or 
Morgan  (larrett,  or  return  to  Wheeling  in  sixty  days. 

I  send  to  you  Morgan  (i  arret  t  this  day.  I  cannot  send  Rue  ker,  because 
lie  has  tied.  If  he  was  in  our  custody,  however,  he  would  not  Inive 
been  sent. 

The  release  of  (iarrett,  of  course,  discharges  .McDonald,  (rarrett  is 
released  unconditionally. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\  ant, 

RO.  OrLD, 
Agent  of  Eiclidngr. 


CdNFKDERATE    STATES    UV    AMERUA,   WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

RicluHond,  October  JT,  h^ti.:. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  In  mv  Kxchange  Notice  No.  7  I  intended  to  declare  exchanged 
the  staff  officers  of  Maj.  (ien.  John  11.  Forney,  captured  at  X'icksburg 
July  4,  1803.     I  also  declare  exchanged  Col.  Edward  Higgius,  of  the 
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artillery,  and  the  Hudson  Battery,  captured  at  the  same  time  and  place. 
Yon  will  please  add  these  to  the  list  of  officers  and  men  declared 
exchanged. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  Va.,  October  27^  1863. 
Brig.  G-en.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  I  cannot  agree  that  a  prisoner  in  captivity  shall  be  exchanged 
for  one  on  parole,  as  yon  request  in  your  letter  of  October  18,  ISfi.'j.  I 
am  willing,  however,  to  exchange  Henry  D.  Barnett.  Fifteenth  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry,  for  either  of  the  parties  named  in  my  communication  of 
October  16,  1863. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  October  27,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ^Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  When  I  declared  exchanged  Colonel  Dockery,  I  expected  you  to 
charge  him  against  my  paroles  in  my  possession,  whether  of  an  officer 
or  men.  You  cannot  expect  me  to  give  a  [)risoner  in  captivity  for  him, 
as  you  well  know  such  are  not  given  in  exchange  for  those  who  are  on 
parole.  I  cannot  err  when  I  do  not  overdraw  in  the  matter  of  paroles. 
I  have  refrained  from  overstepping  that  limit. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  Amertca,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  October  27,  1863. 
Brig.  (ren.  S.  A.  Meredith.  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  a  memorandum  of  the  paroles  to  which  I  have 
referred  in  several  recent  communications.  Most  of  these  paroles,  you 
will  observe,  are  antecedent  to  May  23,  1863.  The  reason  why  these 
paroles  have  not  been  heretofore  discharged  is  that  up  to  July.  1863,  we 
had  the  advantage  of  prisoners  and  paroles.  Not  one  of  these  paroles 
is  covered  by  any  declaration  of  exchange,  except  the  one  lately  made 
by  you.  For  no  one  of  them  have  I  received  any  equivalent.  All  of 
them  since  the  date  of  your  (General  Orders,  No.  207,  were  given  in 
pursnance  of  a  distinct  agreement  between  the  commanders  of  two 
opposing  armies.  I  Iiave  many  dther  paroles  in  my  possession,  but  1 
have  only  presented  those  wliich  are  within  the  terms  of  your  general 
orders,  according  to  their  respective  dates. 

I  understand  there  are  other  paroles  coming  within  the  same  general 
orders,  which  were  given  by  your  officers  and  men  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  They  as  yet  have  not  reached  me.  When  they 
do.  and  when  I  show  they  are  within  the  scope  ot  your  general  orders, 
1  will  claim  them;  otherwise  1  will  discard  them. 
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I  have  also  received  other  informal  paroles,  which  I  have  sent  back 
for  correction.    These  were  also  within  the  provisions  of  your  general 
orders.     When  they  are  returned  I  will  claim  them  also. 
Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

(Incloaure.l 

Tabular  statement  of  the  innnhtr  af  valid  Federal  paroles. 

■  .  ^  ^      -       _ 

Where  captured.  j  By  whom.  j  When.  !pri"soner3. 


La  Vergne.  Tonn [  General  Wheeler I  Dec.  11  and  31,1862 i 

Lexington,  Tenn i  General  Forrest j  Dec.  17, 1862 1 

Beiit"n  Stat  1(111.  Tenn do Dec.  18  and  22, 1862 

NVai  .Spniii;!  reek,Tenn do I  Dec.  19,  1862 

■1  rent. in.   l.un do j  Dec.  20, 1862 | 

Near  Kuthertord  Station,  Tenn do I  Dec.  21, 1862 

Union  City do i  Dec.  23!  I862! j 

Parker's  Cross-Roada  and  Drea-    do I  Dec.  25, 1862,  and  .Jan. ',1,  1863.' 

den. 

Kentuckj'and  Tennessee General  Morgan i  Dec.  7, 1862,  and  .Tan.  27, 1863.1 

Tennessee lieneral  Wheeler Dec.  30, 13B2,  and  Jan.  5,  1863.1 

Liberty,  Tenn C.eueral  Morgan 1  Dec.  26,  1862,  and  Feb,  13,  18631 

Kentncky  and  Tennessee do ;  Dec.  20, 1862,  and  Jan.  10, 18631 

Near  Murlreesborough,  Tenn..    General  Bragg Dec.  31,  1862 1 

Galveston  and  Houston,  Tex  ...    Receipted  for  at  Baton  Rouge  1  Jan.  1  and  22. 1863 

Tennessee General  Wheeler Jan.  10  and  14, 18B3 1 

Kentncky  and  Tennessee Gener,ii3  Wheeler  and  Mor-     Jan.  10  and  Feb.  14, 1863 ( 

uan.  ' 

Steani-ram  Qncen  otthe  West..    Receipted  for  at  Baton  Rouge    Feb.  14, 1863 

Near  Mt-mpliis.  Tenn lackson's  cavalry do 

West  Liberty  andllcilinnville.    General  Morgan ,  Feb.  UandMar.7.  1863 

Spring  Hill,  Trnn Bragg's  command '.  Mar.  7,  1863 

Libertv,  Tenn do \ do 

Near  Rappahannock,  Va Major  Mosby j...  .do 

Uonrbon  County,  Ky iSeneral  M.iTBhall I  Apr.  11, 1863 

AVe^tern  Virginia (reneral  Jones do 

Cliaiicellorsville.  Va l.ieneral  Lee May  1  and  4,1863 

Western  Virginia ijeneral  Imboden Mav  and  June.  1863 

Banks  Ford,"Va General  Lee Mav  4, 1863 

Fredericksburg,  Va do ."do 

Vicksbui'g  and  vicinity Pemberton's  command do 

Near  Monticello,  Teun' General  Pegram May  25,  1863 

Hinds  County,  Miss Captain  Rilev.  Eighth  Ken-     May  26  and  June  6, 1863 

tucky. 

Eastern  Virginia Major  Mosby lune  U 

Rome,  t^a Bragg's  command Apr.  30  and  .Mav  2, 1863 

Mississippi do May  12  and  22, 1863 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee do May  1  and  20, 1663 

Hollv  Snrings,  Miss General  Van  Dorn Dec,,  1862 

Baton  liouge.  La Fob.  24,  1863 

Paroled  at  Salisbury,  N.  C May  24, 1 863 

Berryville.Va.,  and  Gettysburg,    General  Lee July  2. 1863 

Pa. 

Dover,  Pa Cioneral  Stnart do 

RockviUe,  Md do do 

Paroled  at  Willianisport.  Md do luly  13.  1.S63 

Morns  Island,  S.  C General  Beaureg.ard Julv,  1863 

Near  Chattanooga,  Tenn General  Bragg .Sept.,  1,S63 

Miscellaneous  paroles 


Total. 


Brig.  Gen.  iS.  A.  Meredith,  U.  S.  agent  of  excliange,  iiiclosiug  r^.jOO 
Confederate  money  to  be  distributed  among  the  most  needy  Federal 
prisoners  at  Castle  Thunder,  •■*200  of  whicli  was  eoiinterfeir. 

[First  iiid.irseinent  1 

October  j7,  IS*),']. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  U.  S.  Agent  of  E.vchange: 

Res|iectfu]ly  retained  with  forty  counterfeit  85  notes.  Tlie  remaining 
$300  is  good  money  and  will  receive  the  direction  vou  indicate. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  E.rchniige. 
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[Second  mdoraenient.) 

Captain  Alexander,  Castle  Thunder: 

This  money  is  sent  for  the  relief  of  the  most  ueedy  Union  prisonera 
at  Giistle  Thunder.  Please  send  me  a  receipt  for  $300,  statinj^  upon  the 
face  that  the  amount  will  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  such. 

KO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchamje. 


Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  U.  S.  agent  of  exchange,  incloses  $500 
Confederate  currency  to  be  distributed  among  the  most  needy  Federal 
prisoners.  This  money  was  from  the  hands  of  W.  P.  Wood,  superin- 
tendent Old  Capitol  Prison,  and  the  package  was  directed  to  Brig.  Gen. 
Neal  Dow. 

Llndorsemeut.  j 

October  27,  IS63. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Brigadier-General  Meredith. 
Every  note  is  counterfeit.     They  have  been  all  so  stamped  and  are 
returned.     I  have  had  the  portions  of  tiie  letter  that  did  not  relate  to 
the  money  copied.    That  copy  will  be  given  to  General  Dow  when  the 
goods  arrive. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Eickmond,  Va.,  October  37,  1863. 
IVraJor-General  Maury,  Mobile,  Ala.: 

General:  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  xVlabama  has  submitted  a 
letter  from  Col.  Robert  A.  Smith  to  bim  to  this  Department,  in  which 
the  following  sentence  occurs: 

'I'he  provost-marshal  of  this  place  does  uot  hesitate  to  imprison  I'ivilians  at  will 
for  supposed  civil  ort'cnses  ;  to  refuse  tbeni  counsel ;  to  send  tliem  out  of  the  State  to 
prevent  their  olitainiug  a  writ  of  hal)eas  corpus. 

This  officer  is  under  your  control  and  subject  to  your  orders.  The 
Department  is  not  aware  of  any  constitution,  law,  order,  or  instruction 
that  authorizes  the  exercise  of  any  such  authority  by  him,  by  yourself, 
or  by  this  Department.  This  allegation  of  Colonel  Smith  is  referred  to 
you  that  a  report  may  be  made  of  all  such  cases  ami  for  such  explana- 
tions as  can  be  afforded.  Colonel  Smith  should  have  notice,  in  order 
that  he  may  designate  the  matters  that  are  the  subject  of  complaint. 

The  Hon.  M.  J.  Saflold  was  appointed  in  February  last  to  examine 
into  the  cases  of  piisiuicrs  held  in  Alabama  and  a  ijortinn  of  Georgia 
for  tiie  ciimmisslou  of  Dlfenses  of  a  political  character  where  the  offend- 
ers did  not  belong  to  the  Coufetlerate  Army.  His  commission  has 
been  continued,  and  the  Department  relies  upon  him  to  examine  and 
to  report  upon  sucii  cases  under  his  original  letter  of  instructions.  The 
J»ep:u-tuiciit  has  never  iiad  any  disposition  to  allow  the  jtrovost-marshal 
in  Alabama  any  such  power  as  has  been  exercised,  according  to  the 
statement  of  (.'olonel  Smith,  nor  is  it  supposed  that  such  power  has 
been  exenised,  if  at  all,  with  your  concurrence  or  sanction. 
Very  respectfullv,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

JAiMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Hccretary  of  War. 


../ 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  October  ;?S,  )s63. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  MaRMADUKE,  CommanditKj  Cnralnj   Diinsion: 

General:  The  cominiuiicatious  sent  by  you  under  t1a}>-  of  truce  have 
been  received.     Mrs.  Walker's  request  shall  be  attended  to. 

If  there  was  any  unfairness  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners  it  was  with- 
out my  knowledge  or  consent.  Xothiiig  of  the  sort  on  the  part  of  oili- 
cers  under  my  command  will  ever  meet  with  my  approval.  I  gave  the 
I)rovosttnar8hal  orders  to  send  the  reipiisite  number  of  prisoners  of  war 
to  your  lines  and  am  not  aware  that  any  selection  was  made  in  order 
to  give  us  the  best  of  the  bargain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

FKKDK.  STEELE, 
Major-deucral,  Commanding. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exciianor, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va..  (h'tolier  3S,  lSf>3. 
Hon.  Robert  Oui.d,  Aijoit  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  olhcers  and 
crews  of  the  tbllowing  named  vessels  are  still  detained  in  Southern 
prisons.  These  captures  were  made  in  .lanuary  last  and  the  otticers 
liave  been  paroled  and  exchanged.  Will  you  let  me  icnow  by  the  next 
dag  of  truce  why  they  are  not  released  .' 

IJ.  S.  ship  Morning  Light,  V.  S.  schooner  Velocity,  (7.  S.  steamer 
Harriet  Lane. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- Oeneral  ami  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissary  CrKNKRVL  of  Prisoners, 

Wash  III, itdii,  [>.  ('.,  Ortohcr  i'N,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  i'lEUSON, 

Commandini)  Depot  I'risonrm  of  War,  Sandnski/,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  |l'tjthj  instant  and  your  telegram  of  the 
27th  instant  are  received.  Vou  misuse  the  woid  •■complaint"  in  apply- 
ing it  to  Surgeon  Clark's  report  on  the  deticiency  of  yiuir  command,  lie 
does  not  complain  that  things  were  not  in  good  older,  but  rep<irt3  what 
he  deemed  to  be  neglects.  Vou  have  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  depot  was  to  be  occupied  this  winter  by  a  large  number  of  prison- 
ers and  it  was  not  necessary  to  wait  for  a  suggestion  from  < 'olonel 
Humphreys  to  [)ut  your  hospital  in  juoper  coiulition.  and  it  should  Iiave 
been  attended  to  long  before  this  late  season  of  the  year.  I  have  not 
time  to  give  you  minute  instructions  alxiut  the  many  matters  which  you 
mention  in  your  letter.  The  responsibility  for  tiie  good  condition  of 
your  command  is  entirely  upon  yourself  and  it  is  expected  that  you 
will  not  wait  for  instructions,  but  act  on  your  own  judgment,  only  ask- 
ing for  authority  when  it  is  not  already  in  your  hands.  In  your  tele- 
gram you  report  that  the  quartermaster  sa.\s  lu^  will  have  sutticient 
supplies  for  the  winter.     Vou  should  answer  for  yourself,  not  lor  him. 
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If  they  should  fall  short  in  anything  the  responsibility  would  be  on 
you,  not  on  hira.  If  the  pumps  cannot  be  protected  against  the  frost 
in  any  way  so  as  to  prevent  their  freezing  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
put  in  another  one  this  fall.  Can  not  they  be  inclosed  in  a  box  filled 
with  sawdust  or  hay  so  as  to  keep  them  from  freezing? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Gamp  Douglas, 

Chicuijo,  III.,  October  2S,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary  (Irneral  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  In  rei)ly  to  your  telegram  I  will  state  that  twenty-six 
prisoners  were  confined  in  a  prison  whicli  stood  close  l)eside  au  outside 
fence.  Near  the  prison  whs  an  old  sink  for  slops,  nine  feet  deep  and 
covered  about  six  inches  with  gravel.  The  guard  paced  round  outside 
the  building.  The  prisoners  cut  a  hole  through  the  plank  tioor,  then 
dug  about  four  feet  into  the  sink  and  then  dug  from  the  sink  outside 
the  fence  abou:;  ten  feet,  all  under  ground,  right  under  the  feet  of  the 
guards.  I  cannot  see  liow  anybody  is  to  blame  for  it.  It  is  one  of 
those  desperate  things  that  desperate  men  will  sometimes  do,  and  was 
done  with  great  cunning,  rapidity,  and  secrecy,  as  well  as  success.  We 
have  lost  quite  a  number  of  men  this  month  besides  these,  and  be  patient 
a  moment  or  two  over  it.  I  came  to  this  camp  August  18  last.  The 
whole  thing,  barracks,  fences.  &c.,  were  all  out  of  repair  and  very 
unsafe.  On  the  19th  of  August  prisoners  began  to  arrive  and  in  a  few 
days  I  had  4,000  to  5,000.  For  six  weeks  I  had  less  than  GOO  effective 
men  as  garrison.  During  all  the  time  we  ha\e  been  building,  fencing, 
laying  sewers,  water  pipes,  &c.  This  has  left  large  holes  in  fence, 
ojienings  in  the  ground,  and  during  the  days  there  have  been  large 
numbers  of  workmen  jiassing  to  and  fro  among  the  prisoners.  Of 
course  all  this  has  produced  confusion.  Prisoners  have  slid  out  the 
holes  in  the  dark,  have  passed  out  as  workmen,  and  in  a  variety  of 
ways  have  eluded  the  \igilance  of  the  guards.  The  erection  of  the 
new  fence  has  made  tiiem  desjierate  and  they  ha\  e  resorted  to  all  man- 
ner of  means  to  escape.  Several  have  been  killed  and  others  wounded, 
and  yet  some  escapes  could  not  be  j)i-evented.  The  new  fence  will  be 
comjileted  this  week  and  then  escape  will  be  next  to  impossible. 
There  has  been  some  bribery,  no  doubt,  as  there  is  constantly  a  throng 
of  disloyal  men  and  women  here  from  Kentucky  to  test  the  virtue  of 
every  soldier  they  meet  with  money.  The  guard  is  in  the  same  quarter 
with  the  i)risoners,  and  this,  with  tlie  large  number  of  wcn-kmen  con- 
stantly mingling  in  with  them,  has  given  great  facilities  for  such  prac- 
tice. I  have  instituted  some  extremely  severe  punishments  to  restrain 
the  men.  with  good  general  success,  though  there  are  perhaps  a  few 
exceptions. 

Now.  colonel,  the  success  of  any  officer  in  keeping  prisoners  depends 
as  much  upon  the  facilities  for  safety  and  the  strength  of  the  guard  as 
upon  the  vigilance  and  de\i)tion  of  the  officer.  I  tell  you  frankly  this 
camp  has  heretofore  been  a  mere  rookery;  its  barracks,  fences,  guard- 
Louses,  all  a  mere  shell  of  refuse  pine  boards;  a  nest  of  hiding  i)laces 
instead  of  a  safe  and  compact  prison,  and  my  guard  has  never  yet 
numbered  over  900  eftective  men.     We  have  all  labored  as  1  ne\er 
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labored  before  and  I  Lave  done  some  pretty  hard  soldiering  in  the  last 
two  years.  But,  thank  God,  the  cris-  i  is  past.  The  sewers  are  finished, 
the  water  pipes  are  down,  and  the  fence  is  nearly  finished.  Three  or 
four  days  more  will  make  Camp  Dou>>las  so  safe  and  secure  that  not 
even  money  can  work  a  man  out.  The  only  danger  then  will  be  in  tun- 
neling and  that  will  not  be  tried  often. 
Begging  your  pardon  for  taking  so  much  of  your  time. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.   V.  DE  LAND, 

Colonel,  Gommandinri. 


llxxiRn.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Nfur  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Ortoher  ;',V,  1SU3. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

C  0  mm  la  sary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I>.  C: 
Colonel:  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  we  should  liave  liad  a 
tight  with  the  prisoners  before  now  if  the  Michigan  had  not  arrived. 
Tiie  i)risoners  had  in  large  numbers  liound  themselves  by  signing 
papers  to  tight  tlieir  way  through  and  to  obey  orders.  The  Michigan 
cannot  lie  oti'  but  a  little  while  on  account  of  tlie  season,  nor  can  any 
boat  be  of  any  assistance  much  longer,  and  whatever  force  is  designed 
to  be  iiere  for  the  winter  should  be  provided  and  arranged  for  while 
the  Michigan  can  remain.  If  her  (quarters— the  Michigan's — were  lu 
Sandusky  after  the  ice  drives  her  from  her  present  ground,  she  could 
remain  much  longer  than  if  she  has  to  sail  for  Krie,  where  she  has  her 
winter  quarters,  and  she  could  also  be  here  much  earlier  in  the  spring. 
Whether  such  arrangements  could  be  made  or  not  and  whetlier  it 
would  be  sutficient  object  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  would  dciieiul  upon 
whether  she  could  be  as  safely  accommodated  here  as  in  Erie,  for  dock 
and  slip  to  lie  in,  and  other  similar  questions.  With  regard  to  the  ■ 
prisoners,  I  know  enough  about  them  to  know  that  they  will  do  any  act 
of  desperation  and  that  there  should  be  sufficient  guard  and  the  best 
of  discipline. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM    S.  PIERSOX, 
Lieutenant  Ciilont I   I[<i[f'inan's  Battalion,  Commandimj. 

irmlors,.,„e„t.l 

November  2,  ist).'5. 
Mr.  Fox  says  the  Michi>;an  can  remain  all  winter. 


OlFK'K    CoMMISSARV-(tENERAL    OF    PRISONERS, 

Wa.shnnjtiin,  l>.  <'.,  Ortoher  :'^',  1S(,3. 
Brig.  Ceil.  A.  Sohoepf,  Cummandimi   Fort   Deln.tcare,  Bel.: 

General  Marston  reports  the  arrival  at  Point  Lookout  of  twenty  six- 
cases  of  smallpox  from  Fort  Delaware.  Please  report  if  it  prevails  at 
the  fort,  and  how  many  cases  you  have. 

W.  HOFFMAN', 
(Jommis.sary-General  nf  rrisoners. 
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CINOINNATI,  Ohio,  October  28,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  inspection 
of  Barracks  No.  2  for  Federal  paroled  prisoners,  Louisville,  Ky..  Octo- 
ber 24,  1863.     I  shall  endeavor  to  leave  for  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the 
30th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

Inclosure.] 

Report  of  inspection  of  Barracks  Xo.  i,  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  34,  1863, 
by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting  medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of 
war. 

These  liarracks  consist  of  a  building,  formerly  a  hotel,  on  ^fain  street, 
between  Seventh  and  Highth  streets,  and  two  buildings,  formerly  ware- 
houses, on  Main  street,  corner  of  Seventh  street,  all  under  the  command 
of  Captain  (iilmore,  Third  Iventueky  Volunteers.  The  hotel  building  is 
used  as  quarters  for  the  patrol  guard  of  the  city,  consisting  of  about  .ioO 
men.  In  it  are  contined  at  present  sis  rebel  prisoners,  one  male  and 
five  females.  It  also  contains  the  cuok-house,  mess-room  and  necessary 
store  rooms  for  all,  including  the  Federal  paroled  prisoners.  In  the 
third  story  are  two  rooms  fitted  up  as  a  temporary  hospital  for  the 
guard  ami  containing  eight  beds.  It  is  not  intended  for  the  reception 
of  patients  from  among  the  prisoners,  who  as  soon  as  they  require 
hospital  care  are  sent  to  the  military  prison  hospital.  The  quarters 
for  the  Federal  paroled  prisoners  are  in  the  warehouse  buildings,  which 
if  properly  fitted  up  might  accommodate  some  .300.  As  it  is  no  prepara- 
tion whatever  is  made  except  for  food  and  shelter  Paroled  prisoners 
are  only  retained  here  from  twenty  four  to  thirty-six  hours.  L  could 
not  ascertain  the  correct  average.  They  run  from  10  to  250.  Both 
buildings  are  in  a  most  wretched  state  of  police  in  every  part  with  tlie 
exception  of  the  quarters  of  the  female  prisoners,  which  [  found  in 
very  good  order.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  cleanse  the  barracks 
just  previous  to  my  visit,  and  the  whole  building  was  saturated  with 
water,  but  with  little  apiiaient  cleansing  eHecC.  The  sinks  are  in  filthy 
condition.  The  cookhouse  shows  no  appearance  of  e\er  having  been 
policed  and  the  utensils  are  not  kei>t  in  good  order.  The  mess  room 
shows  evidence  of  having  been  clean  once,  bntceitainly  was  not  so  at 
the  time  of  my  visit.  Discipline  is  so  laxly  maintained  as  to  nearly 
amount  to  none  at  all.  A  contract  surgcun.  Dr.  E.  1).  Weatherford, 
attends  daily  at  the  barracks  to  attend  such  men  as  need  treatment, 
but  who  do  not  reipiiie  to  be  sent  to  hospital.  Xo  record  is  kei)t  of  the 
cases. 

A.  .M.  CLAEK, 
Surgeon  ami   Acting  Mtdicol    his/iictor  if  Prisoners  of  War. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  (hiober  2S,  1863. 
Col.  \V.  nOFFMAN, 

Connnissary-Crcneral  if  Prisoners.  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  inspection 
of  C.  S.  military  prison.  Louisville.  Ivy.,  October  2-1,  1S63. 
Verv  respectfully,  ^•our  obedient  servant, 

A.   .M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting   Mnlical   Inspector  of  Prisoners  if  War. 
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[In  closure.] 

Report  of  inspection  of  camp  and  field  hospital,  Louisville,  Ky.,  October 
24,  186S,  by  A.  31.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting  medical  inspector  of 
prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp — IT.  s.  Military  Prison.    Commander  of  camp 

Capt.  C.  B.  Pratt,  Tweiity-tifth  Michigan  Volunteers.  Command  and 
strength — guard.  Twentieth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  300;  prisoners, 
average,  500.  Location  of  camp— corner  Broadway  and  Tenth  street' 
Louisville,  Ky.  Water,  source  and  supply— from  river  by  city  water- 
works, abundant.  Water,  quality  and  effects— good.  Fuel— wood  and 
coal.  Soil— clay,  muddy.  Drainage- very  good.  Topography — (m  out- 
skirts of  city,  level,  raised  three  feet  above  that  of  street.  Police  of 
camp— excellent;  entire  camp  thoroughly  policed  daily,  under  super- 
vision of  commanding  ofticer.  Discipline  in  camp — more  strict  than 
usual.  Duties  in  camp — prisoners  required  to  maintain  police.  Tents 
or  huts,  i)osition— barracks  north  and  east  sides  of  square.  Tents  or 
huts,  pattern  and  quality — one  story,  in  good  repair.  Tents  or  huts, 
ventilation— very  well  ventilated  by  shutters  under  eaves.  Tents  or 
huts,  sufficiency— for  about  1,000  prisoners.  Tents  or  huts,  heating— by 
stoves.  Sinks,  construction— faulty;  not  properly  drained;  new  ones 
are  in  process  of  construction  in  which  this  fault  will  be  obviated. 
Sinks,  condition  and  |)osition — northeast  corner  of  square,  new  ones  in 
center  of  square.  Sinks,  management— good,  as  far  as  construction 
will  allow;  kept  clean  around,  but  not  properly  disinfected.  Removal 
of  (iftal,  &c,— except  from  sinks,  carefully  attended  to.  Cooking  in 
camp— by  contrabands  paid  from  prison  fund,  very  well  done.  Inspec- 
riun  of  food— daily.  Portable  ovens- bread  good,  furnished  by  com- 
missary. Vegetables— in  sufficient  quantity.  Cleanliness  of  men  and 
clothing- enforced,  in  by  far  the  best  condition  I  have  yet  seen.  Laun- 
dry and  washing  facilities— good.  Quality  ami  quantity  of  clothing- 
obtained  from  contributions  by  rebel  sympathizers,  restricted  to  under- 
clothing and  rebel  uniform;  supply  sufficient.  Blankets  and  bedding- 
sufficient  and  in  excellent  condition;  in  hospital,  partially  obtained  by 
contribution.  Condition  of  men — comfortable.  Hospital  buildings- 
two  barracks  on  south  and  west  sides  of  srjuare.  Hospital  police- 
excellent.  Hospital  discipline-good.  Hospital  diet  and  cooking— LT.  S. 
general  hospital  diet  table;  codking  by  contrabands;  daily  inspected 
by  surgeon  in  charge.  Hosi)ital,  heat  and  ventilation—by  stoves;  well 
ventilated  by  movable  shutters  under  eaves,  roof  ventilators,  and  side 
windows.  Hospital  capacity— 80;  40  in  each  barrack.  Xumber  sick- 
average,  ;5.");  10  Federal.  L'.d  rebel;  Federals  and  rebels  not  kept  in 
.separate  wards.  State  of  medical  supiilies  and  surgical  instruments— 
in  good  condition  and  well  kept.  State  of  hospital  records— carefully 
kept.  State  of  liospital  accounts— well  kept.  State  of  hospital  fund— 
■*>S<I  September  30,  1S03:  judiciously  expended  for  extra  diet,  table 
furniture,  repairs;  invoice  kept  of  articles  purchased.  Medical  attend- 
ance-sufficient. Nursing— by  detail  from  guard  and  convalescent 
pn.soners.  Interments— by  contract.  Diseases,  prevalent— malarial 
I)Meuinonia.  Disea.ses,  mitigation  and  prevention  of— every  care  taken. 
Wounds  and  operations— not  fre(iuent.  Recoveries  from  disea.ses— very 
ready.  Mortality  from  diseases— average,  1  to  1.5  per  cent.  Medical 
officers— Surg.  .1.  C.  Welch,  Twentieth  Kentucky  Volunteers:  Asst. 
Surg.  P.  N.  Norton,  Twentieth  Kentucky  Volunteers.  Remarks  con- 
cerning character  and  skill:  The  condition  and  reports  of  their  ho8i)ital 
indicate  that  these  officers  are  fully  qualified,  and  that  they  carefully 
and  strictly  discharge  their  duties. 
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This  prison  is  merely  a  receivirig  depot,  the  prisoners  constantly 
changing,  and  unless  sick  or  under  sentence  being  rarely  retained  more 
than  twenty-four  hours.  Notwithstanding  this  constant  change,  the 
general  condition  of  the  prison  is  admirable.  The  quarters  are  sweet 
and  clean,  the  mess-room  clean  and  its  utensils  in  good  order;  the  cook- 
house is  well  furnished,  cooking  facilities  sufMcient,  and  all  in  good 
condition.  The  food  is  well  cooked,  under  the  daily  inspection  of  the 
commanding  officer  and  surgeon  in  rharge.  The  ([uarters  are  well  ven- 
tilated and  the  bunks  are  movable  and  so  arranged  that  the  men  sleep 
singly  instead  of  double,  tri[ile,  or  even  ijuadruple,  as  I  have  seen  in 
some  places.  The  supply  of  blankets  is  abundant  and  is  kept  up  by 
taking  from  prisoners  all  blankets  bearing  the  mark  "  U.  S."  and  allow- 
ing none  to  be  taken  from  the  prison.  These,  by  frequent  washing,  are 
kept,  clean  and  free  from  vermin.  In  projier  weather  the  quarters  and 
bunks  are  scrubbed  daily,  the  free  ventilation  insuring  suthcient  dry- 
ness for  health.  Cleanliness  of  person  and  apparel  is  enforced.  The 
prison  fund  was  83,171.08  iSei)tember  30,  lSti3.  Expenditures  are 
made  when  re(|uired  in  accordance  with  the  circular.  All  articles  thus 
l)urchased  are  receipted  for  to  the  quartermaster.  There  are  eight  pris- 
oners at  present  confined  here  under  sentence  of  death. 

It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  have  a  report  like  the  present  to  make, 
and  I  have  to  compliment  Captain  I'ratt  most  highly  for  the  condition 
t(i  which  he  has  brought  the  ]irison  under  his  command.  There  is  but 
one  suggestion  to  be  made,  disinfectants  should  be  more  freely  used 
about  the  sinks. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
tSuryeon  and  Actintj  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Statement  of  M.  W.  Frierson  in   regard  to  the  treatment  of  Confed- 
erate prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware. 

[IndorsemeDt.] 

October  28,  1863. 
Respectfully     referred    to    Brigadier-General    Meredith,    agent    of 
eschange.  as  additional  evidence  of  tlie  truth  of  the  representations  I 
have  made  as  to  the  treatmeut  of  our  prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware. 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

October  28,  1863. 
Hon.  .Tames  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War^  Richmond: 

Sir:  I  have  seen  a  statement  in  the  Richmond  papers  that  the  Fed- 
eral Coverniuent  has  detiiiiteiy  declined  any  further  exchange  of  pris- 
oners. If  this  is  true  I  tliink  we  should  t'omnience  at  once  to  make 
thorough  and  effective  arrangements  to  keep  our  pi'isouers  of  war  dur- 
ing the  period  (jf  hostilities  between  the  two  Governments. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  c'ity  of  Richmond  is  not  a  suit- 
able place  for  the  accommodation  and  safe  keeping  of  these  prisoners. 
I  think  the  presence  of  a  large  luimber  there  is,  for  many  reasons,  very 
injurious.  It  increases  largely  the  amount  of  sup[)lies  to  be  trans- 
ported to  the  city,  and  thus  employs  transportation  which  might  be 
used  tor  the  benetit  of  the  citizens.  This  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
high  prices  and  cause  distress  among  the  poorer  classes. 
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Then  they  are  suppljed  at  much  greater  cost  and  trouble  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  Richmond  than  they  would  be  at  .some  point  or  points  in 
the  interior.  Our  capital  is  the  great  point  of  attacli  of  the  enemy  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  emergency  might  arise 
in  which  it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  have  Federal  prisoners 
within  its  limits.  I  have  no  doubt  that  even  now  they  add  much  to  the 
sources  of  information  of  the  enemy  witli  regard  to  the  movements  of 
tr()o[)s  and  the  disposition  of  our  forces,  as  it  is  exceedingly  difP.cuit  to 
prevent  all  communication  with  persons  ontside  or  to  remove  all  means 
of  escape. 

The  Federal  Government  seems  to  have  made  permanent  arrange- 
ments til  kee[)  their  prisoners  during  the  war.  1  think  that  like  dispo- 
sition on  (jur  part  would  manifest  our  inditt'ereuce  on  the  subject  and 
would  bring  them  to  terms  of  exchange  sooner  than  anything  else  we 
cDuid  do. 

I  iiardly  know  what  points  in  the  interior  to  suguest,  but  one  on  the 
extension  of  the  Danville  Railroad,  near  the  biuder  of  Xorth  L'aro- 
liiiii,  has  been  named,  where  wood  is  cheai)  and  inovisious  are  in  abun- 
dance, wliere  there  is  little  danger  of  any  raid  or  attack  from  the 
enemy,  and  whence  they  could  be  easily  and  rapidly  transpcjrted  to  City 
l^oint  in  case  exchange  should  be  resumed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  LEE, 

G  jiitrtil. 


Headquarteus  Department  of  Henrh'O, 

Riclnniiml,  October  'JS,  ISijS. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretan/  of  UVir; 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  inclose  refiorts  of  the  comman- 
dants of  prisons  under  my  charge,  setting  tbrth  tiie  failure  iu  the  sup- 
ply of  beef  tor  the  prisoners. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  this  is  [the]  fourth  occasion  upon 
which  we  have  been  unable  to  furnish  the  necessary  rations,  and  whilst 
earnestly  calling  your  attention  to  the  immediate  necessity  of  some 
remedy,  would  state  that  no  tbrce  under  my  command  can  prove  ade- 
quate to  the  (■ontrol  of  L'i.OOU  hungry  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully, 

JXO.    II.   VVIXDER, 

nriyidliir-Gaiieriil. 

(First  ill, lor-ini»lit.! 

(  )<;tober  l'8,  lSti;i. 
This   matter  seems  to  cause  great  trouble  and  roiiliision.     TheCom- 
inis>ary  Department  and  (General  Winder  >eem   nevei    to  agree,  and   1 
res[)ecttully  ask  the  iuter[>osition  of  the  Secreiarv  of  War. 

A.    i;.   i,AWT()N, 

(hi<ntiriii(i.st(r-iii  III  ra/. 

rs.r,.i„l  in,l,.rauMHnt   ; 

I  do  not  know  the  Commissary-General  in  this  matter  under  the  law, 
I  look  to  the  tJuartermaster-General  for  any  failure  that  may  take  place. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.   H.   WINDFR, 

Bnijailitr-Oiiitriil. 
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(iDclosare  No.  1.] 

Assistant  Peovost-Mar'shal's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  28,  1863. 
Capt.  W.  S.  WiNDEii,  Assistant  Adjutant -General: 

SiE:  Permit  me  re-spectfully  to  inform  you  that  no  beef  has  been 
furnished  for  the  use  of  this  prison  this  day,  and  I  understand  from 
Caiitaiu  \\'ariier,  assistant  quartermaster,  that  the  jirospect  of  gettiiiu 
any  i.s  bad.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  conjecture  the  evils  that  will 
arise  if  the  prisoners  are  not  furnished  in  proper  time.  A  prompt  sup- 
]t\\\  even  if  the  ration  should  be  short,  will  insure  discipline  and,  1 
think,  prevent  violence. 
Respectfully, 

G.  W.  ALEXANDER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Assista7it  Frovost- Marshal. 

[Incloaure  No.  2.] 

General  Hospital  No.  21, 

Richmond,  October  28,  1863. 
Capt.  Thomas  P.  Turner, 

Comntandini/   C.  S.  Military  Prisons: 
Sir:  I  beo-  leave  to  report  that  no  beef  was  furnished  by  the  Com- 
missary-Generars  butcher  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  prisoners  contined 
in  this  hos[)itaI  this  day. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  B.  SIMMONS, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  Provisional  Army,  C.  8. 

[Incloaure  No.  3.] 

C.  S.  Military  Prisons, 
Richmond,  October  28,  1863. 
Capt.  Thomas  P.  Turner, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Military  Prisons: 
Captain  :  The  Commissary-General's  butcher  has  failed  to  furnish 
beef  for  prison  subsistence  and  I  am  informed  that  he  cannot  supply 
us  with  any  to-day,  and  a  very  poor  prospect  lor  any  tomorrow. 
1  am,  captain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  BURNHAM, 

Commissary-  Sergeant. 

[iDcloaurB.Xo.  4.) 

KiCHJiOND,  October  28,  1863. 
General  John  H.  Winder: 

General:  I  propose  to  furnish  beef  to  the  C.  S.  military  prisons  for 
six  or  eight  days  at  rate  (jf  so  cents  per  pound,  providing  you  can  pro- 
tect them  from  the  G(i\-eriiment  agents. 

Verv  respe'ctlully,  ymir  obedient  servant, 

FREDK.  C.  BRANEK. 


Fort  Delaware,  October  29,  18U3. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman  : 

I  ha\  e  loO  cases,  mostly  of  a  mild  character.  The  disease  is  decreas- 
ing. No  cases  were  sent  from  here  knowingly.  It  is  exclusively  among 
lirisoiiers.  I  have  a  contagions  hospital  for  them.  The  surgeon  repre- 
sents that  the  tirst  case  came  from  Camp  Chase,  (Jhio. 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  29,  1863. 
Hon.  KoBEET  OULD,  Agent  for  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  the 
tenor  of  which  induces  me  to  make  some  exi)lanatory  statements  of  facts 
with  which  it  would  seem  you  need  to  be  reminded. 

The  system  of  exchanges  of  prisoners  of  war  determined  in  the  exist- 
ing cartel  was  tirst  interrupted  by  the  declared  purpose  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government  to  make  certain  distinctions  in  the  treatment  of  a 
particular  class  of  troops,  officers  and  men,  in  violation  of  the  provis 
ions  of  the  cartel.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  tirst  step  toward  the 
irregularities  which  have  culminated  in  your  unequivocal  declaration, 
reported  by  me  to  my.  Government  on  the  IStii  instant,  that  "(you)  will 
proceed  to  declare  exchanges  whenever  (you)  conscientioL .ly  feel  that 
(you)  have  the  right  to  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  putting  men  into  the 
field.'' 

There  can  be  no  objection  to  your  acting  conscientiously  in  any  given 
case  so  long  as  your  conscience  is  enlightened  and  guided  by  those  laws 
of  war  which  require  obedience  between  belligerents  to  solemn  agree 
ments  entered  into  by  authorized  commissioners,  acting  in  the  name  of 
their  respective  superiors.  But  if  you  mean  by  the  expression  your 
''conscientious  sense  of  right"  to  substitute  this  sense  of  right  for  the 
re(|uirements  of  an  existing  cartel,  1  can  by  no  means  concede  to  you 
that  right;  and  if  you  do  not  mean  this,  I  cannot  understand  what  you 
mean  by  so  vague  and  general  a  declaration.  Judging  by  your  recent 
jtroceedings  it  seems  that  you  have  declared  exchanged  ail  Confederate 
officers  and  soldiers  on  i)arole  within  what  you  claim  as  your  lines  up  to 
a  \  ery  recent  date  without  having  any  proper  right  to  do  so,  either  under 
the  cartel  or  under  the  laws  of  war. 

The  history  of  this  nnitter,  as  1  understand  it,  is  briefly  this:  While 
my  predecessor  on  duty  at  this  place  was  here  in  discharge  of  the  duties 
now  committed  to  me  you  at  one  time  made  a  derlaration  of  exchange, 
embracing  no  great  number  of  prisoners  of  war,  not  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  cartel,  and  you  invited  Colonel  Ludlow,  my 
predecessor,  to  make  a  corres[)onding  declaration  of  equivalents.  Such 
a  declaration  was  made  by  Colonel  Ludlow  doubtless  without  antici- 
pating the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  appears  now  as  the  result  of 
that  departure  ,from  the  cartel  tirst  inaugurated  by  yourself.  Subse- 
quently to  my  coming  on  duty  here  the  events  of  the  war  threw  upon 
your  hands  a  large  body  of  paroled  officers  and  men,  over  oO,000  cap- 
tured by  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  and  not  long  afterward  some 
(j,000  or  more  captured  by  (General  Banks  at  I'ort  Hudson. 

Suddenly  and  without  any  jiroper  conference  or  understanding  with 
me,  and  but  a  few  days  prior  to  the  important  events  at  Chickamauga, 
as  if  for  the  express  purpose  of  increasing  the  force  of  General  Bragg 
against  General  Rosecrans,  you  gave  me  notice  thaton  the  next  day  after 
the  date  of  that  notice  you  would  declare  exchanged  a  large  portion  (if 
the  trooi)8  which  had  been  ca[)tured  by  General  Grant.  When  your 
declaration  was  matle  it  covered  an  indeterminate  number  of  t mop.-,, 
designated  by  commands,  brigades,  divisions,  and  corps,  no  definite 
number  of  either  officers  or  men  being  designated.  L'p  to  that  time 
you  had  delivered  at  City  Point  a  certain  number  of  prisoners  of  war 
for  which  you  had  receipts,  by  which  you  must  have  known  the  number 
you  might  claim  the  right  to  discharge  from  their  parole.  You  did  not 
think  proper  to  limit  yourself  to  this  number,  nor  in  any  i)roper  manner 
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did  you  refer  to  it,  but  made  your  declaration  of  exchange  in  such  indefi- 
nite terms  as  made  it  next  to  certain  that  you  did  not  intend  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  cartel. 

On  referring  to  the  data  furnished  by  the  reports  of  General  Grant 
and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  at  Wash- 
ington, it  was  ascertained  that  you  had  discharged  from  parole  by  your 
declaration  a  very  considerable  number  of  your  men,  over  and  above  any 
claim  you  might  pretend  to,  founded  on  receipts  for  prisoners  of  war 
delivered  from  the  South  according  to  the  cartel.  Without  referring  to 
fractions  it  appeared  from  the  best  data  in  our  hands  that  you  had  dis- 
charged three  for  two,  or  one-third  more  than  you  were  entitled  to.  You 
suggested  that  I  should  make  a  corresponding  declaration  of  exchange, 
when,  as  I  suppose  you  must  have  known,  yon  had  not  delivered  to  me, 
nor  had  you  valid  paroles  of  our  men  sufficient  to  cover,  the  number 
de(!lared  exchanged  by  yourself;  and  when  I  proceeded  to  make  the 
declaration  extending  to  those  men  you  had  delivered  and  stated  to  you 
my  objections  to  your  proceedings,  you  insisted  that  you  had  valid 
paroles  for  more  than  the  number  that  you  had  declared  exchanged, 
though  you  failed  to  produce  those  paroles  or  to  give  any  account  or  his- 
tory of  them;  and  you  then  proceeded  to  make  a  further  declaiatiou  of 
exchange,  ignoring  the  cartel  altogether,  basing  your  action  upon  no  data 
comnuinicated  to  me,  the  whole  proceeding  resting,  as  I  suppose  you  will 
say,  upon  your  sense  of  right,  as  if  you  were  the  only  party  having  a 
righttoano[)inion  on  tiie  subject;  acting  evidently  in  anticipation  of  the 
formal  declaration  referred  to  at  tliecommeiicement  of  this  communication 
"that  you  will  proceed  to  nmke  declarations  of  exchange  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  troops  into  the  Held  whenever  you  think  proper;"  and 
having  now  exhausted  by  a  declaration  of  exchange  the  paroled  pris- 
oners in  your  hands  you  propose  to  me  the  delivery  of  prisoners  of  war 
in  our  hands  for  whom  you  have  no  equivalents,  or  comparatively  but 
very  few,  in  order,  as  it  were,  that  you  may  obtain  possession  of  many 
thousands  more  men  of  your  own,  delivered  or  on  parole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  declaring  them  also  exchanged  and  putting  them  into  the  tield, 
nut  in  conformity  with  the  existing  cartel  nor  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  war,  but  whenever  in  your  individual  judgment  you  may 
think  it  proper  to  do  so. 

r  have  only  to  add  that  an  easy  inference  from  this  statement  is  the 
answer  I  have  to  make  to  your  i)roposal  of  the  2Uth  instant,  which  is 
not  accepted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Office  Commissary  (teneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  2'J,  18G3. 
Col.  J.  K.  Barnes, 

Acting  Surgeon- General,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  just  received  a  report*  from  Surg.  A.  M.  Clark,  a 
medical  inspector  of  prisoners,  of  his  inspection  at  Camp  Moiton.  in 
which  he  says  of  the  acting  assistant  surgeon  in  charge,  Doctor  Funk- 
hauser:  "This  ofiBcer  is  utterly  unfit  for  the  post  lie  holds,"  and  adds 
details  which  fully  eoutirm  this  statement.     I  have,  therefoie,  the  honor 

-  See  p.  4l'4. 
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to  re(|nest  that  a  competent  .surgeon  with  iiii  assistant  may  be  ordered 
for  duty  at  the  camp  without  dehiy.  The  number  of  prisoners  is  about 
l-',()()(l  aiid  the  number  of  siclc  about  200. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFFMAN, 

Ciiloiiti   Third  Tit/antri/  iiikI  Comnnssdrij-Oenerdi  of  PrLsonera. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October  :J!>,  lS6o. 
Col.  \V.  Hoffman, 

Comiiii!<s(inj-(ii'ncral  of  Prisoners,  Wdshini/ton,  D.  C: 
Sir:   I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  inspection 
ot  MtLean  Barracks.  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October  -'9,  1803.     I  shall  start 
for  Culiiiiibus,  Ohio,  to  morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  oljedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medicul   Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Report  of  inspection  of  McLean  Barracks,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  October 
2!>,  ISo'j,  by  A.  ^[.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting  medical  inspector  of 
prisoners  of  irar. 

Commanding  officer — Capt.  J.  D.  Taylor,  Eighty  eighth  Ohio.  Loca- 
tion—Xo.  204  West  Third  street,  city.  Drainage — good,  into  city 
sewer.  Buildings — one,  formerly  a  dwelling  house.  Capacity — about 
l."iO  [irisoners.  I'atients,  number,  condition,  discharge,  and  return  to 
duty  of — not  retained  here  when  requiring  hos[)ital  care,  but  sent  to 
Marine  ll(is[)ital;  patients  rc(|uiriug  transient  treatment  are  attended 
by  a  medical  otlicer  who  visits  the  prison  daily.  Ventilation — the  [)ris- 
oners'  (juarters  very  good,  i>y  windows  on  three  sides.  Warming— 
sufficient,  by  stoves  ami  tirei)laces.  Lighting — lamps,  coal  oil.  Lava- 
tories and  baths — none  [irovided.  Water  supply — abuudant,  from  city 
water  works.  Sewerage — good,  into  city  sewer.  Water-closets — in 
very  good  order,  but  not  disinfected.  Latrines — in  bad  order,  large, 
brick,  recently  cleaned.  Furniture  and  utensils — sufhcient  and  in  good 
order,  except  that  there  are  no  slee[)ing  bunks  in  pris<mers'  quarters. 
Bedding — lilankets.  sutlicient.  Kitchen — well  appointed -but  not  in 
good  order  ov  police.  Utensils — sutlicient  but  not  in  good  order. 
Cooks — detailed  prisoners.  Cooking^not  inspected.  Diet — (piality, 
variety  of,  usual  ratiiuis.     Means  of  supply — commissary. 

This  prison  is  only  intended  lor  the  transient  reception  of  prisoners. 
These  are  received  in  small  sipiads  daily,  anil  as  soon  as  tifty  or 
seventy-tive  are  cullected  are  sent  otf  to  Camp  (.'liase  or  some  other 
permanent  prison.  The  present  commanding  ofticer  has  only  been  in 
charge  for  three  days,  having  relie\'ed  (Ja[)tain  Means,  One  hundred 
and  tifteeiith  ( >liio  N'olunteers.  A  large  room  in  the  third  story  forms 
the  |iresent  prisoners"  (piarters.  Another  of  the  same  si/e  on  the  scc- 
ontl  story  with  several  smaller  rooms,  now  used  as  guard  rooms,  would 
furnish  accommodations  for  about  l.")0  prisoners.  Mo  bunks  are  pro- 
vided for  the  prisoners,  who  now  sleep  on  the  tloor.  The  police  of  the 
prison  is  vt-ry  well  maintained,  excejit  in  the  [)risoiiers'  cook-room  and 
mess-room.  There  axe  at  [n'esent  contined  here  17  prisoners,  viz,  is 
prisoners  of  war,  25  civilians,  and  -i   Federal  soldiers.     No  separate 
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quarters  are  provided  for  tbe  Federal  prisoners,  ^o  hospital  accom- 
niodatious  are  provided.  Prisoners  wlieu  sufficiently  ill  to  require  hos- 
pital care  are  sent  to  the  Marine  Hospital.  As  this  but  rarely  hap- 
pens, and  as  the  Marine  Hospital  is  not  specially  intended  for  the 
reception  of  i)risoners,  I  did  not  visit  it.  Assistant  Surgeon  Cruthers, 
Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteers,  visits  the  prison  daily  and  attends  to 
such  prisoners  as  require  transient  care.  1  <lid  not  ascertaiu  the  pres 
eut  state  of  the  prison  fund.  All  utensils  in  use  in  the  prison  are 
receipted  for  bj'  the  present  commanding  otticer  to  the  officer  whom  he 
relieved. 

A.  M.  CLAKK, 
ifurijeon  and  Acting  ,}re(lical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Kiclnnonil,  October  29,  1S63. 
Hon.  M.  .J.  Saffold,  Commissioner,  d-c.,  Montgomery,  Ala. : 

SiE:  You  were  some  time  since  coiumissioned  by  this  Department  to 
examine  all  prisoners  held  by  the  military  authorities  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  and  Department  of  Western  (ieorgia  who  were  not  connected 
with  the  Confederate  Army.  Your  commission  was  not  designed  to  be 
merely  temporary  in  (/haracter  for  the  disposiil  of  prisoners  then  held 
in  custody,  but  to  continue  in  full  force  until  further  orders.  You  will 
tlierefore  maintain  communication  with  the  Confederate  officers  having 
charge  of  such  persons,  visit  from  time  to  time  the  several  prisons,  and 
make  as  speedy  disposition  as  practicable  of  such  cases  as  shall  from 
time  to  time  arise.  Any  additional  instructions  which  you  may  suggest 
as  necessary  to  facditate  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  will  be 
given  to  the  military  officers  in  command.  Your  action  under  your  com- 
mission, so  far  as  it  has  been  reported,  meets  the  full  approval  of  the 
Department. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  30,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S,  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  1  observe  that  Mr.  Ould  claims  that  if  the  paroles  given  at 
(iettysburg  by  our  troo[is  are  not  to  be  considered  valid,  the  trooi)S 
sliould  be  returned  as  captured,  because  an  order  requires  our  com 
manders  to  return  troops  when  impr(q>erly  ])aroled  on  the  field  of  battle. 

This  pretension  is  so  manifestly  inadmissible  that  I  have  not  thought 
necessary  to  answer  it  in  form. 

The  principles  involved  are  these :  Paroles  on  the  field  of  battle,  often 
given  in  haste  by  an  enemy  unable  to  take  care  of  or  secure  them,  are 
informal  and  invalid  by  the  laws  of  war. 

As  a  measure  of  discipline  in  the  Army,  an  order  was  issued  (the 
order  appealed  to  by  Mr.  ()uld,  requiring  officers  not  to  receive  but  to 
return  prisoners  when  thus  impniperly  paroled  This  order  is  purely 
disciplinary  in  our  service  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  principle,  the 
lawsof  war,  by  which  paroles  impKqjcilN' given  are  declared  to  be  invalid, 
it  might  be  considered  as  desigiieil  to  give  eli'ect  to  the  law  of  paroles, 
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but  in  no  sense  would  the  conduct  of  our  commanders  under  this  order 
make  valid  paroles  improperly  given.  A  commander  who  should  dis- 
obey this  order  might  be  tried  for  such  disobedience,  being  answerable 
to  the  authority  by  which  the  order  was  given,  but  the  reiiuirements  of 
the  laws  of  war  on  the  subject  of  paroles  would  be  in  no  manner  altected 
thereby. 

Besides,  the  order  to  our  commanders  referred  to  was  designed  to  take 
effect  on  the  held  of  battle,  or  immediately  thereafter,  on  the  assump- 
tion that  prisoners  so  returned  upon  the  enemy  would  be  left  on  the  held, 
the  enemy  being  supposed  to  Ite  in  no  condition  to  secure  them,  the  very 
reason  why  the  law  of  war  makes  paroles  thus  given  invalid.  But  this 
view  is  fully  justified  by  the  practice  of  the  enemy.  In  a  recent  case  a 
party,  including  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alston  (recently  exchanged),  was 
informally  paroled.  The  enemy  immediately  so  declared  and  ordered 
every  officer  and  man  upon  duty.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alston,  however, 
chose  to  act  individually,  and  on  the  ground  of  having  given  his  parole 
he  declared  that  he  would  not  go  upon  duty  until  exchanged,  ami  upon 
this  view  he  delivered  himself  up  to  General  Buriiside,  and  then,  but 
not  until  then,  he  became  a  prisoner  of  war.  (General  Burnside  consid- 
ered his  case  peculiar,  as  manifesting  a  high  sense  of  honor,  and  recom- 
mended his  immediate  exchange,  which  was  accordingly  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

We  do  not  deny  the  right  to  order  that  party  on  duty  under  the  circum- 
stances, precisely  answering  to  the  case  of  our  own  men  at  Gettysburg. 

We  do  not  claim  that  Lieutenant  t'olonel  Alston  was  dur  prisoner 
under  the  parole  he  gave,  but  because  he  subsequently  delivered  him- 
self into  the  hands  of  (uMieral  Burnside. 

Witli  tliese  views  we  claim  that  the  (iettysburg  paroles  were  invalid, 
and  this  principle  must  be  ndhercd  to. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  x\..  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-denernl  of  Vulimfeerx.  i{.o. 


Office  Commissary-Oeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Wiishinijton.  D.  C,  October  :;n,  1863. 
Col.  A.  A.  .Stevens. 

CoiiiiiiaitiliiKj  Camp  Morton,  Indinnnpolh,  Tml.: 
GdLoNEL:  As  you  have  just  been  placed  in  command  of  Camp  Mor- 
ton. I  think  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  all  instructions  which  a|i[)ly 
to  prisoners  of  war.  You  will  learn  from  General  Orders.  No.  (57,  of  the 
17th  of  .June,  lSt)2,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  iiii'losed.*  that  uiider 
the  War  Department  the  control  of  all  prisoners  of  war  is  placed  in  my 
hands  and  that  all  roirespondence  in  relation  to  them  passes  Mirough 
me.  and  you  will  therefore  l)e  governed  accordingly.  Your  reports, 
returns,  rolls,  and  other  communications  should  be  sent  directly  to  me 
and  not  through  the  commander  of  the  depot  or  district.  1  inclose 
herewith  a  copy*  of  regulations  heretofore  issued  from  this  office  which 
you  are  to  adhere  to  strictly.  I  need  not  call  your  attention  to  any 
paticular  part  because  all  alike  are  to  be  fully  complied  with.  If  any 
paragTaph  has  particular  prominence  it  is  the  fifth,  which  relates  to 
the  prison  fund,  for  which  full  accounts  must  be  rendcri'd  promptly  at 
the  end  of  every  month.     For  the  disbursement  of  this  fund  you  will 

■  See  Vol.  IV,  this  series,  p.  30.  *  Ihid.,  p.  \yi. 
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be  belcl  accountable,  as  do  purchases  can  be  made  except  by  your  order. 
If  you  bave  not  found  proper  books  in  the  office  tor  keeping  the  accounts 
ot  the  fund  and  other  necessary  records  otthe  prisoners  you  will  obtain 
them  immediately,  paying  tor  them  out  of  the  fund,  and  have  them 
accurately  kept.  All  required  blanks  will  be  furnished  from  this  office 
on  your  applying  for  them.  You  will  immediately  make  out  and  trans- 
mit to  this  office  an  inventory  of  all  property  on  hand  at  the  camp  i)ur- 
chased  with  the  prisoners'  fund.  It  must  contain  all  property  of  every 
description— furniture,  cooking  utensils,  stoves,  tools,  lumber,  &c., 
including  articles  purchased  for  the  hospital.  Large  quantities  of  lum- 
ber have  been  purchased.  Report  how  much  of  it  has  been  used,  for 
what  purpose,  and  how  much  remains  on  hand.  An  extensive  bake- 
house was  established  at  Camp  Morton  two  years  ago  which  belongs  to 
the  prison  fund.  Report  its  condition  and  how  it  is  used.  At  the  same 
time  an  addition  to  the  city  hospital  was  erected  as  a  hospital  for 
prisoners  of  war.  Report  its  condition  and  how  it  is  used.  Report 
the  names,  and  whether  citizens  or  soldiers,  of  all  men  employed,  giving 
the  character  of  service,  and  what  comjiensation  they  receive.  Y'ou 
will  also  make  me  a  separate  and  detailed  report  of  the  cnndition  of 
the  camp  when  you  took  command;  the  strength  of  the  guard  and  its 
discipline:  the  condition  of  the  barracks  and  hospital,  and  what  had 
been  done  toward  repairs;  the  police  of  the  camp:  the  condition  of  the 
prisoners  iu  every  respect,  and  all  other  details  that  may  be  necessary 
to  a  complete  understanding  of  all  that  apjiertains  to  it.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  you  select  an  active  and  intelligent  officer  to  perform  the 
duties  of  provost-marshal  of  the  camp,  who  will  have  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  prisoners  and  be  responsible  to  you  for  tlie  proper  enforce- 
ment of  your  orders.  Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter 
and  send  in  the  reports  with  as  little  tlelay  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  HOFF.MAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Comminsarij  General  of  Prisoners. 


Headi.h'Akters  Camp  Parole, 

Near  Annapolis,  Md.,  October  JO,  l'<(io. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commi.isari/General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  €.: 
Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  forward  the  accoinpanyiiiK  rolls 
of  190  invalids  who  arrived  yesterday  from  Richmond,  Va.,  via  City 
Point,  and  have  been  placed  in  hospital  at  Annapolis.  These  invalids 
arrived  here  in  a  pitiable  condition  of  mind  and  body,  having  experi- 
enced extreme  suffering  from  a  want  (apparently)  of  proper  food.  Five 
deaths  from  debility  occurred  duriug  the  passage  from  City  Point  to 
Annapolis. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADRIAN  R.  ROOT, 
Colonel  Xinetif-fourth  Xew  York  Volunteers,  Conidij.  dunp  Parole. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Com:mi.ssary-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Xovember   i.  1^03. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

VV.   HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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[Second  indoraement.] 

War  Department,  Norcmhcr  10,  1863. 
Uespectfully  ret'erred  to  Major-General  HitchL'ock,  commi.ssioiier  for 
excLiaiige. 

By  order  uf  the  Secretary  of  Wa-: 

JAS.  A.   IIAKDIE, 
Assistant  A'tjntant- General. 

[Third  iniluraomiut.! 

November  11,  18(53. 
treasures  are  in  progress  j;rowing  out  of  the  facts  presented  in  this 
note,  and  some  results,  it  is  ho])ed,  are  not  distant  to  remedy  or  punish 
the  evil. 

E.  A.   IIITCHCOGK, 
Majiir-Generul  of   Voluntferx. 


Coxri-.DF.RATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  October  SO,  186:1. 
lUi'j;.  (.en.  S.  A.  Mekeditii,  Aijent  of  Exchange: 

Sii; :  Acting  .Master  David  Nichols.  (I).  S.  Navy,  and  seventeen  enli.sted 
men  were  captured  off  the  .Mississi|)pi  Passes  about  the  Istof  this  month. 
They  belonged  to  the  cutter  Teazer,  but  were  captured  on  board  a  f.  S. 
vcs>"el  wliicli  rliey  had  talien.  It  is  rein-esented  they  are  in  irons. 
Acting  Master  Xichols  himself  writes  that  he  is  chained  in  a  cell  and 
led  on  bread  and  water.  By  whose  authority  is  tbis  done?  Will  you 
please  make  inquiry  into  this  matter  ami  inform  me  what  are  the  facts! 
Itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OIJLD, 
A(jent  of  Exchange. 


rTEAD^iT-ATiTERS,  Ghnrlcston,  Torn.,  October  Sn,  1S63. 

Mnj.  J.  J.  Keeve. 

A-'i.sixtiiiit  A(lji(tant-(rciicral,  iStcvcnson's  Division: 
^lA.ioi!:  1  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  I  liave  examined  the  follow- 
ing citizens,  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  lu'ovost-marslial :  Ballinger, 
a  Metliodist  minister  of  Bradley  County :  (leorge  W.  Stout,  of  lioane 
County;  Peter  Costaer,  of  Jlonroe  County;  Monroe  Morris,  of  Roane 
County;  .lames  (irigsby,  of  Roane  County:  Robert  Morton,  of  Monroe 
County.  The  last  named  is  a  youth  of  sixteen;  had  a  brother  killed 
in  our  service  at  Viciisburg,  and  there  are  no  charges  against  him.  I 
therefore  discharged  him.  The  others  are  Cnion  men  in  sentiment,  but 
all  protest  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  no  act  of  hostility  against  the 
Confederate  Covernment.  There  are  no  written  charges  against  them. 
All  except  Ballinger  ai)pear  to  l)e  t<io  ignorant  or  intirm  to  do  any  mis- 
chief, and  Ballinger  e\eii  has  l)nt  little  power  to  do  harm.  If  the  cora- 
inanding  general  thinks  it  necessary  a  bond  and  security  might  be 
iei|uire(l  of  the  latter.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in  the  other  cases 
and  respectfully  ask  for  instructions.  They  should  either  be  discharged 
or  shippetl  to  the  rear. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be.  major.  Ncry  respectful!)-,  your  obedient 
sei  \  ant. 

MARCrS  J.   WRKUIT. 
Urii/ailirr-frciirral.  ( 'iimin<uulinii   I'ost. 
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Ohio  Penitentiary,  Columhus,  October  31,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Mason, 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
General:  For  the  last  two  Sundays  we  have  been  locked  up  the 
entire  day  in  our  cells,  beinfj;-  allowed  to  go  to  our  meals  aud  to  exercise 
an  hour  at  noon.  We  are  habitually  confined  at  a  quarter  to  ~>  p.  m. 
and  let  out  at  7.30  a.  in.  Being  confined,  therefore,  at  the  usual  hour 
on  Saturday  and  released  at  the  usual  hour  on  Monday  makes  a  con- 
tinuous continenient  ot  nearly  tbrty  hours.  You  will  observe,  also,  that 
habitually  out  of  the  twenty-four  hours  of  each  day  we  are  in  con- 
Huement  only  nine  hours  and  a  half. 

I  respectfully  request  that  this  condition  of  things  may  be  amelio- 
rated if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  your  duty. 

The  weather  has  grown  cold  enough  to  render  the  cells  extremely 
uncomfortable  during  the  day. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.   H.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-General,  G.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  October  31,  1S63. 
Colonel   HoFF^rAN,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

I  will  reply  to  the  report  of  Doctor  Clark  as  soon  as  possible.     Am 
quite  unwell,  and  have  been  so  for  some  days. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  V.   DE  LAND, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


H'lijRS.  FToFF:irAN's  Ratt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

year  Sandnsky,  Ohio,  October  31,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoff^ian, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  27th  instant,  in  which  you  advise  me  that  the  Michigan  will 
remain  in  the  harbor  of  Sandusky  during  the  winter;  that  you  look 
upon  her  [)resence  as  giving  more  strength  to  the  guard,  as  [it|  will 
deter  the  prisoners  from  luaking  an  effort  to  set  themselves  free  by  an 
attack  on  my  command,  and  requesting  me  to  iiuike  a  special  report  on 
the  subject  if  I  still  deem  my  foice  inadequate  to  the  safe  custody  of 
the  prisoners.  I  will  endeavor  not  to  repeat  the  reasons  1  have  given 
in  my  letters  of  the  1st  and  Kith  of  October,  but  refer  you  to  them,  antl 
in  this  nuuiily  refer  to  the  Michigan  and  the  assistance  she  can  render. 

I  regartf  the  arnv.Ll  of  the  Michigan  as  most  opportune.  Making 
full  allowance  for  the  deception  [)ractice(l  by  prisoners  in  their  inrcn 
tions  and  statements  aud  the  uncertainty  ot  their  means  of  knowledge 
of  what  transpires  inside,  not  only  the  tact  of  their  agreements  to  make 
revolt,  but  that  last  Saturday  night  had  been  selected  as  the  time,  is 
well  established.  Prisoners  that  went  on  exchange  said  and  told  us  in 
plain  words  to  look  out  wlien  the  ilichigan  was  obliged  to  leave.  If 
the  Michigan  could  lie  where  she  now  does  aud  the  bay  keep  open  so 
that  we  could  have  the  advantage  of  the  water,  with  the  desperation 
nnmifested  by  the  iirisoners,  1  should  regard  the  strictest  watch  always 
necessary  to  prevent  revolt  and  the  seizure  of  our  arms.     I  should  have 
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coil lidence  that  they  could  not  o.rt'cct  their  escape.  The  cDininaruler  of 
the  Michigan  does  not  feel  safe  to  lie  where  he  does  this  season  of  the 
year,  and  will  have  to  run  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  bay  in  case  of 
a  northeaster,  and  after  the  ice  begins  to  make  it  will  be  impossible  to 
lie  here  at  all.  If  he  lies  on  the  Sandusky  side,  by  a  system  of  signals 
(if  the  weather,  from  fogs,  &c.,  did  not  prevent  seeing  them),  he  could 
\)Q  \^^•xe  to  render  csseniial  service  in  case  of  attack',  as  he  could  come 
to  our  assistance,  and  in  case  <if  success,  befurc  the  prisoners  cduld 
leave  the  island;  butthemoral  inHuence(so  tos[)eak)  which  the  .Michigan 
now  exercises  in  preventing  revolt  wouhl  be  wanting.  There  will  be  from 
two  to  four  months  when  the  Miidiigan  cannot  comeoiit  at  all,  and  then 
of  course  could  be  of  no  use.  and  this  at  the  time  when  the  ice  on  the 
back  of  the  island  will  admit  crossing  anil  we  arc  deiirivcd  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  water  for  protection,  either  actual  or  moral.  Last  winter 
we  liad  great  difficulty  in  taking  caie  of  prisoners  in  Saiulusky  and 
exposed  the  line  of  uuards,  to  say  notiiing  of  the  prisoners,  in  crossing 
when  the  bay  was  insecure.  It  will  be  more  difficult  this  winter,  as  it 
will  lie  impossible  to  obtain  the  room  in  Sandusky  we  did  last  winter  in 
which  to  guard  the  prisoners.  The  Michigan  will  be  of  great  service 
there  to  keep  the  prisoners  until  they  could  be  la-ossed.  after  coming  at 
night,  when  it  is  impossible  to  cross  them  till  next  day,  even  when  the 
ice  is  comparatively  good,  and  besides  will  In-  here  to  render  aid  as  late 
this  fall  and  as  early  next  spring  as  possible,  and  the  navigation  otthe 
bay,  from  its  being  the  most  southern  jiortion  of  the  lake  and  fed  by 
streams  from  the  south,  is  always  a  month  and  usually  much  less  impeded 
by  ice  than  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  lake.  At  the  same  f-ime  there 
will  be  from  two  to  four  mouths  when  the  guard  on  the  island  will  be 
the  only  security  to  [irevent  the  escaiie  of  prisoners  into  a  country 
thinly  populated  and  with  two  days'  march  to  the  Detroit  Uiver  and 
Canada.  1  therefore  re[ieat  my  former  recommendation  that  the  force 
here  should  be  increased  at  least  two  <oinpauies,  and  then  the  time  in 
which  the  .Michigan  can  be  of  service  should  be  employed  in  preparing 
for  and  securing  the  companies. 

I  wish  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to  my  command.  In  addition  to 
the  guard  duty,  which  is  consta'nt  in  all  weather,  they  have  the  supply 
of  w^ood,  commissary  stores,  \-c.,  to  deliver  to  all  prisoners,  makiim- 
much  labor:  also  to'giiard  (lefachmeiits  a  long  distance.  Many  times 
our  force  is  in  this  wav  seriously  weakened.  Notiiing  but  the  inesence 
of  the  .Michigan  would  have  allowed  the  unard  to  leave  here  sent  mnler 
Captain  Uradley  to  Fort  Delawnre.  I'.esides,  no  command  is  so  con- 
fined as  mine,  either  men  or  otliccrs.  \oluiiteers  ti'om  the  neighborhood 
of  Sandusky  in  the  held  have  been  home  four  times  the  lenuth  of  time 
the  men  of  my  command  have  been  away  from  this  post,  and  1  have  no 
doubt  it  is  true  of  the  service  generally.  .My  coiiiinaiid  feel  they  are 
not  fairly  used  in  that  respect.  At  the  same  rime  they  went  cheerfully 
where  it  was  conceded  they  were  not  obli-ed  to  go,  when  the  Governor 
rciiuestcd  them  to  go.  to  repel  the  enemy  in  Western  X'irginia.  I  do 
not  consider  that  the  command  should  be  -o  larize  a-  ictto  even  invite  ;i 
revolt,  but  it  should  be  so  lar.^e  that  with  that  de-ree  of  discipline  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  if  attempted  there  should  be  no  danger  of 
success,  and  that  as  the  duty  of  both  olliceis  and  men  is  constant,  it 
should  not  be  too  onerous  and  willing,  but  such  that  they  can  stand  it 
from  week  to  week  aiidmontii  to  month.  This  depot  of  olhcers,  reduced 
to  lu-ivates  bv  the  cartel,  will  ainoiint  to  an  army  of  some  l."i,ii00  men. 
and  no  calamity  would  be   so  great  tn  our  captured  oilicers  as  their 
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escape,  aud  it  should  be  a  matter  of  certainty  tliat  tliey  cannot.  While 
1  have  the  command  1  do  not  intend  they  shall,  either  individually  or 
collectively. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

■      WM.  S.  PIERSOy, 
LictiteH(tnt('oloHel  Holf'inan's  J'xittalioii. 


KlCHUlOND,  Octobir  31,  I860. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  MiCREDITll,  Ai/cnt  of  Exl-Ikuhjv  : 

StK:  111  the  roll  of  Confederate  oiticers  transmitted  to  me  by  you 
some  time  ago  I  tiiid  the  names  of  three  otiicers  wiio,  by  the  eutries, 
have  been  already  declared  exchauued.  They  are  Lieut.  Col.  Whar- 
ton .1.  ttreen,  captured  at  Smithslnug.  .Md.,  July  5,  18t->2[3],  and  now 
confined  at  Johnson's  Island;  Lieut.  H.  B.  Garuett.  of  Campbell's 
battalion,  captured  in  Greene  County,  Mo.,  Xoveml)er  •>,  1S62.  and  now 
confined  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  aud  Capt.  J.  W.  Jolinson,  Fourth  Missouri, 
cai)tured  in  Howard  County,  3Io.,  Deceiubei  -'.•,  ISilL',  and  now  confineil 
at  .Tohnsou's  Island.  All  three  of  these  have  beeu  declared  exchanged 
by  the  agreements  between  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  and  myself. 

There  are  many  officers  besides  tliose  on  the  rolls  who  are  in  captiv- 
ity. They  are  not  all  confined  in  the  prisons  named  in  the  rolls.  You 
have  otliers.  Some  of  the  officers  to  whom  I  refer  are  at  Saint  Louis, 
Nashville,  Alton,  and  other  places.  At  some  future  time  I  will  furnish 
you  with  the  names  of  such  as  have  been  reported  to  me.  In  the 
meantime  will  you  cause  to  be  prepared  lists  of  such  officers  as  are  in 
confinement  at  Alton,  Saint  Louis,  and  other  points'/ 

Of  course  I  only  refer  to  such  otficers  as  are  not  already  on  the  rolls 
transmitted.     If  proper  inquiries  are   made,  esjiecially  at  Saint  Louis, 
it  will  be  found  that  there  are  also  many  hundreds  of  our  men  who 
have  been  declared  exchanged  liy  our  agreements. 
Respectful] V,  your  obedient  servant, 

HO.  OTLD, 
Aijr)it  i)f  E.irhanije. 

PacnAtOND.  October  .;/,  ifilH. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  MEUEDiin,  Agent  <>/  E.vvhnmje: 

Sir:  The  Northern  paiiers  of  the  L'.'id  and  L;4th  instant  contain  notices 
of  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  (ihissell.  of  the  C.  S'.  Navy,  recently 
captured  near  Charleston,  S.  C.  fnuu  which  it  appears  that  he  was  car- 
ried iu  irons  from  the. jail  in  New  York  before  the  U.  S.  marshal.  It 
seems  that  he  was  subseiiiieiitly  .-ent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  which  you 
know  is  not  now  used  as  a  place  of  confinement  of  prisoners  of  war. 
I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  whether  this  state- 
ment is  true.  V\'ill  you  also  let  iiic  Iviiow  the  character  of  the  confine- 
ment and  treatment  which  this  (iflicor  is  receiving — whether  he  is  in 
close  iir  sohtary  ciiiifmenieiif.  or  in  irons,  and  whether  liis  treatment 
dill'ers  from  that  wliich  i>  .ncoiijcd  lo  prisoners  (^f  war  generally.' 
LespectfullN'.  voiir  olniljcnt  >crvaiit, 

liO.  OULl), 
Aiifitt  of  ExchiUKje. 

Office  C(immi>sai;v-General  of  Prisoners, 

yoviinhir  '.),  1S63. 
I  liavc    no  oHicial    l<nowlcilgr  ..|'   the  luanner  in  which  Lieutenant 
Glassed  wiis  treated  while  111  the  h.md-  of  the  provost-marshal  at  New 
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York.  If  be  was  placed  in  irons,  as  tlie  newsjiapers  state,  it  was  doubt- 
less for  bis  security.  Sin^'e  bis  reception  at  Fort  Lafayette,  wliicli  is 
used,  as  beretofore,  as  a  place  of  confinement  for  prisoners  of  war  bis 
treatment  bas  been,  in  every  re.spect,  tbe  same  as  tbat  of'  other 
prisoners. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  P-riu'.  (ien.  S.  A.  .Meredith,  commissioner  for 
exchauge  of  prisoners. 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Iii/nntri/  mul   < 'niiniiissini/  (/ciicnil  of  PrisDnrrs. 


r.ris-.  (tcii.  S.  a.  Meredith,  Ai/nit  of  E.rrlnnii/e  : 

SiK:  It  is  very  disai^reeable  to  nie  to  complain  of  the  replies  wbich 
are  made  to  my  inquiries.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  unsatisfac- 
tory indorsements  which  are  made  in  Colonel  Hoffman's  office.  On  tbe 
Kith  instant  I  requested  of  Ma.j(u--(;eneral  Trimble,  also,  as  to  whether 
be  was  closely  couliued,  wbether  there  were  any  charges  against  him, 
and  wbether  be  stood  in  any  different  position 'from  that  of  our  other 
officers.  You  referred  those  in((uiries  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary- 
General  of  Prisoners,  and  his  indorsement  informs  me,  bv  w.ay  of  answer, 
that  :Ma.ior-General  Trimble  is  -now  at  tbe  F.  S.  general  hospital,  Xew- 
ton  Fuiversity,  Baltimore,  Md."'  Will  you  allow  me  to  repeat  these 
in(|uiries,  and  especially  tbe  one  as  to  whether  Ma|or-Geueral  Trimble 
stands  in  any  ditfen-nt  position  from  that  of  our  other  olficers.' 
^  In  tiie  same  communication  of  tbe  lUtb  I  iiKpiired  about  Mr.  Alfred 
Stanly,  who  was  said  to  be  con  lined  in  the  common  jail  at  VVasb- 
ingtou,  X.  (\  The  reply  wbich  I  received  to  tbat  is,  •'' Xo  record  of 
Alfred  Stanly  or  any  prisoner  at  Washington,  X.  C"  I  suppose  it  is 
known  whether  Mr.  Stanly  is  iu  coiitinemeut  or  not.  The  place  of 
contiuemeut  is  not  very  material.  Will  you  jilease  inform  me  whether 
Mr.  atanly  is  in  anyone  of  your  prisons,  ami  if  so,  upon  what  charges? 
ItcspectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

i;o.  OFLD, 

Aijillt   III'  U.irliilHi/e. 


lllCUMoyTi,  Orfohn-  :;i,  IsfiS. 
Frig.  dell,  s,  A.  MKi;i:Drni.  Aijuit  nj   l-J.rdiinii/r .- 

Siu:  I  have  just  received  y<nir  letter  of  tbe  L'Sfli  instant  making 
inquiries  respecting  tbe  oiH<'ers  and  crews  of  tbe  Morning  Li<;ht,  Veh.('-- 
ity.  and  Harriet  Lane.  You  first  say,  ••They  are  still  detained  in  South- 
ern prisons."  You  next  -iay,  ••The  otticers  have  been  paroled  and 
cxcliaiigeil."'  r  really  e.iniiot  see  how  parnje,]  and  exchanged  ollici-rs 
can  •■siill  hedetained  in  Southern  prisons."  If  they  have  lieen  paroled 
and  exebaiiged  when  was  it  done,  and  liy  whom  .'      If  I  have  madeaiiv 

•igiee Ill  as  to  these  parties  I  will  fidlill  it  torbe  lerter. 

If  tbe  otticers  and  crews  of  those  vessels  are  iii  coiiiineiiient  thev  are 
there  because  you  refuse  to  release  the  ollicers  ami  crews  of  (Confeder- 
ate vessels.  The  former  are  very  likely  to  remain  in  confinement  until 
you  release  tbe  latter  unless  I  have  made  some  agreement  which  enti- 
tles them  to  a  dis(diarge.  I  am  not  aware  of  having  done  so. 
Ilesiiectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

i;0.  OFLD. 
A(ji  lit  iif  ILirliKugi; 
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CoNFEnERATE   STATES   OF   AMERICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  31,  1S63. 
V'vi'j;.  (ien.  S.  A.  Meeedith,  Agent  of  Uxchunrje : 

Sir:  In  relation  toyourcotnmuiiication  of  the  23fl  instant,  inclosin;^- 
ii  letter  from  W.  P.  Wood  to  General  Hitchcock,  I  snbinitthe  following: 

iMore  than  a  year  a.i;o,  recognizing  the  injustice  of  the  arrest  of  non- 
combatants,  I  submitted  the  following  proposition  to  the  Federal 
authorities,  to  wit: 

That  peaceable  unn-comhatant  f  itizena  of  both  the  United  and  Confederate  States 
who  are  not  oonne'ted  with  any  military  oi-nanization  shall  not  be  arrested  by  either 
tlie  United  States  or  Confederate  armies  within  the  territory  of  the  ailverse  party. 
If  this  propositidii  is  too  liroad  lot  the  only  esiception  lie  the  case  of  a  temporary 
arrest  of  parties  within  army  lines,  where  the  arrestin<;  party  has  good  reason  to 
lu'lieve  that  their  presence  is  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  army  from  the  opportu- 
nity artbrded  of  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy.  It  is  to  be  understood,  however, 
iu  the  latter  ease,  the  arrest  is  to  cease  as  soon  as  the  reascm  lor  making  it  ceases, 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  ar^ny  or  for  any  other  eiuise.  This  jiroposal  is  understood 
to  include  such  arrests  arul  imprisonments  as  are  already  in  force. 

Although  this  proposition,  so  reasonable  and  humane  in  its  terms, 
has  been  before  your  G-overnment  for  n:ore  than  a  year,  it  has  never 
been  accepted.  I  now  again  call  your  attention  to  it.  If  it  does  not 
suit  you  I  will  thank  you  to  suggest  any  modirication.  I  am  willing  to 
adopt  any  fair  and  reciprocal  rule  that  will  settle  this  matter  on  prin- 
ciple. It  must,  however,  be  settled  by  rule.  It  cannot  with  any  safety 
be  determined  by  "special  cases."' 

You  ask  me  if  I  will  release  j'our  citizens  against  whom  there  are  no 
charges.  ^V'onld  it  not  be  more  liberal  to  make  that  offer  on  your  part 
as  far  as  our  citizens  are  concerned  before  you  ask  our  consent'.'  You 
have  kept  Confederate  citizens  m  prison  for  many  months  without 
charges.  Most  of  them  have  never  had  any  charges  preferred  against 
them,  although  iu  the  opinion  of  your  authorities  there  were  '•  special 
reasons"  for  their  arrest.  How  easy  is  it  to  give  or  invent  a  special 
reason '?  In  all  probability  there  never  has  been  an  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment ou  either  side  since  this  war  began  for  which  there  was  not  •'  a 
special  cause."'     An  arrest  for  retaliatory  rea.sons,  even,  is  special. 

As  far  as  the  arrest  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  by  our 
authorities  is  concerned,  we  will  submit  to  no  interference  in  any  way 
liy  tlie  Federal  (rovernment.  It  is  a  matter  with  which  yi>u  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  Tlie  Confederate  authorities  do  not  interfere  with  your 
arrests  of  your  own  people,  no  matter  what  injustice  has  been  done  to 
rliem.  Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  inter- 
pose in  cases  which  only  concern  our  authorities  and  the  peo[>le  of  these 
Confederate  States  may  be  justly  styled  impertinent  and  nietldlesome. 
As  far,  however,  as  tiie  arrests  of  citizens  of  the  adverse  party  is  con- 
cerned we  are  at  all  times  ready  to  adopt  any  fair  autl  reciprocal  rule. 
Kespcctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

IM).  OUl.l), 
A'jent  iif  Exvhiniijr. 


Office  of  Kxc'han(;e  of  Prisoners, 

Richtiwnd,  Va.,  Ovtoher  31,  1SH3. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Af/ent  of  Exchange: 

SiE:  Yonr  communication  of  the  29th  instant  has  been  received  and 
its  extraordinary  and  groundless  statements  read  with  surprise. 

You  first  represent  me  as  having  informed  you  that  1  would  proceed 
to  declare  exchanges  whenever  I  conscientiously  felt  that  I  had  the 
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rif;bt  to  do  so  for  tbe  purpuse  of  putting  men  into  tlie  field.  In  another 
part  of  your  letter  I  am  charged  with  having  stated  that  I  would  pro- 
<'eed  to' make  declarations  of  exchange  for  the  i)iir|i()se  of  puttin,"- 
troops  into  the  Held  whenever  I  thought  proper.  Botli  of  these  para- 
.graphs  are  between  quotation  marks  td  indicate  that  I  liad  coimnuni- 
cated  them.  Moreover,  they  are  mentioned  as  being  my  "unei|uivoeal 
declaration."  Upon  a  faithful  exanunation  of  my  correspondence  with 
\<iu  and  your  predecessor  1  can  tind  no  instance  in  which  such  bin- 
guage  has  hecn  used  by  me.  Will  you  intbrm  me  of  tln^  date  of  any 
such  coiiimunication  or  furnish  me  witii  a  copy  of  it.'  If  \ou  cannot, 
you  will  certaiidy  deem  me  justified  in  deuciuncing  your  statement  as 
utterly  without  foundation  in  truth. 

rpon  these  premises  yt)a  have  proceeded  to  throw  off  sundry  sen- 
tences more  rliii{)ant  than  worthy  of  notice.  As  usual,  however,  you 
finish  tlie  paragraph  which  contains  them  with  a  misstatement  in 
asserting  that  1  ''have  declared  exchanged  all  Confederate  officers  ami 
soldiers  on  parole"'  within  our  lines  '-up  to  a  very  recent  date."  [ 
have  done  no  such  thing.  I  specially  excejjted  the  larg<'r  part  of  tlu; 
N'icksbiirg  capture. 

Vou  then  jiroceed  to  give  what  you  call  ••  a  history  of  this  matter.'' 
That  history,  like  many  others,  turns  out  to  be  a  romance.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ludlow's  declarations  of  exchange,  to  which  1  referred  in  my 
letter  of  October  l',  1803,  were  not  nmde  in  res[)Ouse  to  any  invitation 
from  me  or  in  consequence  of  any  previous  declarations  which  1  liad 
made.  I  did  not  "inaugurate"  what  you  term  --a  departure  from  the 
(•artel."     The  correspondence  of  the  oflice  very  clearly  shows  that  fact. 

You  are  wrong  also  in  your  statement  that  the  Vicksburg  capture 
was  subsequent  to  your  '-coming  to  duty''  at  Fortress  }iionroe.  I 
received  otticial  communications  from  Lieutenant-(.'olonel  Ludlow  as 
late  as  July  22,  16ti.';'> — weeks  after  the  Mcksburg  surrender — aLid  none 
fiom  you  until  the  2oth  ot  the  same  month. 

Vou  charge  that  the  declaration  of  exchange  bearing  date  Se])teiiiber 
12,  18l).'>,  was  made  ''as  if  for  the  exjjress  jiurpose  of  increasing  the 
force  of  (.reiieral  Bragg  against  (leneral  Losecrans."  This  is  also 
untrue.  The  declaration  was  not  published  until  several  days  after 
the  12th,  although  it  bore  that  date.  Xot  one  of  the  officei's  or  men 
named  in  that  declaration  of  exchange  was  on  the  battle-held  of 
Chiekamauga. 

Vou  further  say  1  must  ha\  e  known  that  I  had  not  (lcli\-ered  to  you 
nor  hail  L  valid  paroles  of  your  men  sullicient  to  rii\cr  the  number 
declared  exchanged  liy  me.  1  knew  i-xactly  the  contrary  and  so 
informed  you.  On  the  lltU  of  Si-ptemlier.  fsil:;,  iu  announcing  the 
declaration  of  exchange  I  would  make  on  the  lollowing  da>-.  1  wrote  to 
\ou  that  I  had  ••in  my  possession  more  \alid  i):aoles  i.i  your  oilicers 
ami  men  than  \\'ould  be  an  ei|Ui\ah'nt  lor  the  ojiiccrs  and  men" 
eiiunii-rared  in  the  exchange  notice.  1  haM-  made  the  same  stateiiii  nt 
to  >(Ui  more  than  once  since.  I  am  iiiei)are([  to  iitovi-  tliat  it  n\  as  liiii' 
each  time  it  was  uttered. 

Vou  say  your  declaration  of  exchangi'  extended  to  tlioM-  wlmin  1  hail 
delivered.  If  you  mean  that  it  was  llnnted  to  such  >ihi  aie  incorrec  t, 
tor  It  declared  exchanged  all  ofticers  and  men  of  the  C  S.  Army  ca|i- 
tiiii'd  and  jiaroled  at  anytime  previous  to  the  Istot  Sciiteinher,  Lsti.;, 
and  included  maii>-  thousands  of  prisoueis  taken  and  ](aroli'<l  b\-iiur 
ca\  airy  and  other  forces  iu  numerou--  States  nt'  the  ( 'mifeiieracv  iie\er 
deli\-ered  liy  me.  I  have  alread\-  fnrnislied  \(ai  a  meiiiorandiim  ol  at 
U-a>t  10.000  ,,t  the-^e  paroled  pnsoner.s. 
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You  say  I  failed  to  produce  the  paroles  or  to  give  auy  account  or 
history  of  them.  If  you  mean  that  I  refused  to  do  so.  it  is  not  true. 
I  ottered  to  produce  them  at  any  time,  aud  importuned  you  to  agree  to 
some  principle  by  which  they  could  be  computed  and  adjusted.  When 
I  last  met  you  at  City  Point  you  renuested  me  for  the  tirst  time  to  send 
to  you  a  memorandum  of  the  pamles  claimed  as  valid  by  me.  I  fur- 
nished you  ^yith  the  list  on  the  I'Tth  instant,  that  being  the  tirst  day 
after  your  request  on  which  a  tlag-of-truce  boat  appeared  at  City  Point. 

You  say  I  then  proceeded  to  nuike  a  further  declaration  of  exchange,- 
'■'ignoring  the  cartel  altogether"  and  resting  the  whole  proceeding,  as 
you  suppose,  on  my  '■  sense  of  right."  There,  again,  you  are  mistaken. 
I  did  not  rest  the  proceeding  entirely  ui)on  my  sense  of  right.  I  relied 
in  some  measure  upon  yours,  aud  to  that  extent  its  propriety  uuiy  be 
doubtful.  In  comuuinicating  to  you  Exchange  Notice  Xo.  7,  which  is 
the  one  to  which  you  refer,  1  wrote  to  you  as  follows: 

I  lierewith  inclose  to  you  a  deelaratiou  of  exchange  -which  I  shall  publish  iu  a  day 
or  t-svo.  You  will  peri:eive  it  is  liaseil  upon  the  declaration  of  exchange  communi- 
cated to  nie  iu  y(uir  letter  of  the  :itth  of  September  last.  Iu  ujy  notice  I  have  fol- 
lnwed  your  phrasLM)loi,'y.  I  would  havi-  preferred  another  form  of  dei-Iaratiou  more 
iu  accordance  with  the  circumstances  of  the  '-ase.  lua.-much,  however,  as  my 
dechiratiou  to  a  riuisidi-r:[ble  extent  is  retaliatory  of  yours,  I  have  deemed  it  mure 
appropriate  to  fidlo\v  your  own  form  of  expression. 

Your  letter  of  the  24th  of  Septemlier  declared  that  "all  officers  and 
men  of  the  U.  S.  Army  captured  and  paroled  at  any  time  previous  to  the 
1st  of  September,  iSV>3.  aie  duly  exchanged.''  Uu  the  IGth  of  October 
following  1  declared  exchanged  "all  (Confederate)  olhcers  and  men  cap- 
tured and  paroled  at  any  time  previous  to  the  1st  of  September,  1803."' 
If  that  was  -Mgnoring  the  cartel,"'  as  you  charge,  I  only  followed  your 
example.  Our  declarations  of  exchange  were  precisely  similar,  exceiit 
that  in  another  jiart  of  my  notice  I  reserved  from  its  operation  the 
larger  part  of  the  Vicksburs'  juiroles.  If  I  had  followed  your  -sense 
of  ri.uht,'"  as  I  tht-n  had.  and  still  claim,  the  right  to  do,  I  would  have 
incduded  all. 

The  Confetlerate  authorities  take  it  unto  themselves  as  a  proud  and 
lionoralile  boast  that  tliey  have  determined  all  these  matters  of  paroles 
and  t'Xchaniii-s  accordinu'  to  tlieir  ■■  sense  of  right'"  and  not  by  any 
views  of  tem]iorary  expediency.  In  following  that  guule  they  liave  at 
least  shunned  some  examples  furnished  by  your  Government.  They 
have  never,  in  violation  of  their  general  orders  and  without  notice  to 
the  adxerse  parry,  ordered  their  paroled  ottieers  aud  men  to  break  their 
solemn  covenant,  and  without  ex<'hange  lift  their  arms  against  their 
captors.  They  ha\-e  therefore  escajied  the  pangs  of  tiiat  retributive 
justice  which  made  \'oui'  general  order  of  July  3,  18(i3,  though  so  well 
suited  to  the  meridian  of  Cettysburg,  invalidate  tlie  paroles  given  at 
L'ort  Hudson  on  rlie  Hth  of  thi'  same  nnuith.  ('[ron  further  retlection 
I  am  sure  you  will  lie  satisfied  that  it  does  not  liecome  your  authorities, 
who  liave  chosen,  wiiene\er  they  felt  so  disposed,  without  notice  or 
consent  from  us,  to  reiiuiliate  the  established  usages  of  exchange  and 
put  lu'w  cotrstructions  upon  the  (/artel,  to  complain  that  others  ha\e 
acted  according  to  their  sense  of  right. 

Xot  content  with  all  the  misstatenu-nts  of  fact  which  I  have  cited, 
you  have  in  your  letter  of  the  '_'9th  instant  descended  to  a  nudignaut 
and  wanton  aspersion  of  the  motives  of  the  Confederate  authorities  iu 
makiirg  the  proposal  containeil  in  my  letter  of  the  i'(»th  instant,  ^'ou 
were  asked  to  agree  "that  all  oflicers  and  men  on  both  sides  shoulil  be 
released,  the  excess  on  one  side  or  the  other  to  be  on  [)arole."'  It  wc>uid 
ha\e  been  injustice  enough  to  I  lie  many  thousands  of  your  prisoners  in 
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our  hands  and  to  those  of  ours  in  your  custody  simply  to  have  declined 
the  |>i-uposal.  But  you  have  thought  proper  to  add  to  your  refusal  the 
gratuitous  insult  to  the  Confederate  States  of  intimating  that  their  fair 
and  honest  otter  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  puttini;-  into  the  field 
otHcers  aud  men  fraudulently  exchanged.  This  calumny  is  as  destitute 
of  foundation  in  fact  as  it  is  despicable  iu  spirit. 

In  couclusiou,  let  me  tell  you  that  the  purpose  of  your  letter  is  api)ar- 
eiit.  It  has  been  well  known  for  a  long  time  that  your  authorities  are 
oi)I)oseil  to  a  fair  and  regular  exchange  of  prisoners  under  the  cartel. 
In  rejecting  my  lu'o^iosition  you  hase  endeavored  to  conceal  under  a 
ehuul  of  vague  charges  and  unfounded  statements  the  determiiuition  at 
whicli  your  Government  long  since  arrived.  Why  not  be  frank  ouce  '! 
Why  not  say,  without  any  further  subterfuges,  that  you  have  reached 
the  conclusion  that  our  ofhcers  and  .Miklicrs  are  more  valuable,  man  for 
man.  than  yours  .' 

UespecCfully,  your  obcdi(/ut  scr\  ;uit, 

i;(>.  ouLi). 

Aijctit  iif  E.cchaiiijv. 


Albert  E.  Proctor  calls  (iencral  .Meredith's  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  oflicers  of  tlie  l■■orry•^e(•ond  Massachusetts  N'olunteers  captureil 
at  (ralveston,  Tex.,  aud  wishes  ellorts  made  for  their  release. 


( )cT(iBER  .'.1,  isd:;. 

Iies|)ectfully  returned  to  I'.rigadicr  ( ieiieral  .Meieditli,  a;^enr  of 
exchange. 

It  is  very  easy  to  obtain  the  release  an<l  exchange  of  these  men.  Vou 
have  only  to  release  such  of  ours  as  are  sinularly  situated.  The  request 
herein  contained  is  certainly  a  -ingnlar  one.  as  at  the  very  time  I 
received  this  paper  you  sent  me  a  communication  refusing  a  general 
release  of  all  ollicers  and  men  on  iioth  sides.  The  (,'onfederate  <  iov- 
ernmenf  is  asked  to  p.imle  tlii'>e  men.  wliile  yoiu'  <io\ernuieut  has 
repudiated  the  pai'olcs  which  were  gp.'en  by  tiieir  coin  pan  ions  some  time 
auo.      fhese   parties  are   not  in  cio>e  ci.utiiicinciif  and  never  liavi-  lieeii. 

i;(».  uLTi.n, 


('iiNFEDlORATK    .St\TI:.s    i.K    A  MKK  K  '  A.   W  AK     1  >EnARTMENT, 

l:,r/inn>,nl.   Orhihrf     ,1.   I^h.!. 
<;eiiei;il    K,    K.   I. in.;.    r<,i„  ,iu(ii,l  I  ii;/.  Ar.: 

<ii;NKi;AL:  1  am  imlchrcd  ro  >ou  tor  simgcstions  relative  to  the 
pro\isions  to  be  made  li>r  kce[iin^  mir  prisoners  |iermaiienrly. ''  'l'lic\' 
accord  entirely  \vitli  my  own  pi e\- ions  opinions.  Until  about  a  wei'k  or 
so  since  the  c'imiiii.->>ioiicr  nf  exclianue  wa^  sanguine  that  tin-re  ^vnald 
soiiii  I'C,  by  inntual  aurccmenr.  a  renewal  of  e\i'!ian,:.;cs.  An  iiiteiAii-w 
with  the  federal  commissioner  at  that  time  cliaiiged  entirely  his  c mi- 
viction.  and  he  ic|iorted  to  me  his  belief  that  the  enemy  had  adopted 
as  their  settled  policy  the  leteiitioii  of  all  prisoners.  1  comiiieiiced 
immediately  iiisntii ting  inquiries,  w  irli  a  \  iew  to  the  selectiim  (if  :iii 
a[qaopi  late  place,  ('(UniMiient.  yet  >eciiie.  in  w  liii'li  the  ]iiisiiners  miulit 
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be  retained  for  an  indetlnite  period.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
send  a  considerable  portion  to  Danville,  where  we  has-e  some  large, 
vacant  buildings  at  command;  but  as  a  more  appropriate,  permanent 
place  of  imprisoiiiiient  I  am  eudeavoring  to  find  and-  secure  possession 
of  some  suitable  island,  surrounded  by  water  of  sufficient  depth  to 
render  an  attempt  at  escape  (hmgerous.  Such  an  islaud,  very  conven- 
ient, as  Iteing  near  the  terminus  of  a  railroad,  exists  in  the  Yadkin, 
and  [  have  made  earnest  effort  to  jiurchase  <ir  lease  it.  The  owner 
])ositively  refuses  to  sell  or  lease,  and  1  can  only  obtain  it  by  the  com- 
pulsion of  imi)ressinent,  which  1  am  very  loath  to  resort  to. 

There  are  some  other  islands  in  the  Ivoanoke  Itiver  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  C/larksville  not  (piite  so  convenient  which  I  am  having  exam- 
ined at  this  time  by  an  officer  with  the  view  to  the  selection  of  one  if 
suitable.  I  fully  realize  all  the  considerations  mentioned  by  you  induc- 
ing the  removal  of  the  in'isonci  s  Irom  Kiciiniond  and  shall  endeavor  to 
effect  it  as  soon  as  practicable. 
\'ery  resiiectfullv, 

.lAMf.S  A.  SEDDON. 

Sfcn-cnrij  of    \\'<ir. 


('(iXFKHERArt:    S'tATES    (JF    AMERICA.   WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

Rirhinouil,  OctuOtr  .il,  2SU3. 
lirii:.  Gen.  J.  II.  ^^'lNDER: 

(tENERAl:  An  airangement  between  the '^luartermaster-General  and 
Commissary-General  has  been  cousnmniated  under  which  the  latter 
officer  assumes  the  duty  of  feeding  the  jirisouers  of  war,  giving  them 
rations  bearing  a  pi'opcr  proimrtiou  to  those  supplied  to  the  army. 
You  are.  therefore,  relieved  from  the  duty  of  making  provision  for  them 
and  will  direct  Captain  Warner  to  discontinue  his  purchases. 
liesi)ectfull\, 

dAMKS  A.  .SEDDOX, 

Sccrctiiri/  of    War. 


KicnAiiiM),  Octoln-r  .;/,  lsi;3. 

?t[ai.  I.  n.  Carringtcix, 

Vomiiii.s.sioin'r,  (It.,  Hirh mniiil.    ]'ii.: 

JIajor:  Thirty-four  hundred  and  forty- four  dollars  were  delivered 
to  me  as  having  been  taken  from  Colonel  Streight,  Eifty-lirst  Iniliana 
Itegiment.  Of  this  there  were  >=l'..")li,'  iu  C  !S.  Treasury  notes  and  •■^'.••"«i.' 
in  iSouthern  bank  bills.  The  1'.  .^.  nn)ney  was  in  the  original  packages 
as  jiaid  <mi  from  the  I'.  S.  Tna-iuy  and  had  ne\er  liec-n  in  circiilariuii : 
•'r'ljl.'iL!  were  in  -^1  notes. 

liespccttiillw  yiiiir  oliedimt  scrx'ant, 

C.  MOUFIT, 
('iilitoiii   mill   Ansi!<liiiit    'Jiiiirtcniiiistcr. 

[l-irM  in.lnr-einci.t.; 

XovEJiRER  n.  18(i;?. 
rhave  re-examined  the  paclva-e  of  nionej- taken  from  Colonel  Srreight 
anil  lind  there  •-?l,l."ii'  in  -^L  i^irt-nharks  as  stateil  above. 

G.  .MO REIT, 

Ciililiiiii   mill   Anni.slmit    (Jiimti  riiiit.stfr. 
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[S.,ui,a.u.lo™.meut) 

C.  S.  Military  I'ri.sox,  Richmond,  May  it;,  im3. 
Received  of  (/olmiel  Strei.ubt  a  packaj^-e  suppo.sed  to  contain  about 
■'i'-'-.tiOO  in  Federal  njonev  to  be  letnrued  when  he  leaves  this  iirisoii 

TIL   P.  TURNER, 

Caplain,  <'<iiiniitniiliiiii. 
(Credit  indor.sed,  ':'>0  .May  --.  ami  -r^."'!'  .May  -.3.) 

1  copied  the  al)o\-e  from  the  orii^jiuil  in  (.'(ih)nel  Strcii^lit's  po.s.se.s.sinii 

1.   11.  CARR1X(,T()N. 

Private.]  <  )i'TTrE  CuMMissmNtn;   I'or  Exciian(;k, 

F<:rt   Muiirn,.  \',i..  Xiireiiibtr   .',  i^i;.:. 
MaJ.  (ren.  IC.  A.  IIiTCiiroc/ic,  ir'(.s7/(/((/^(»,  /'.  C: 

My  Dear  t^KNEK.VL:  1  inelo.'<e  yon  herewith  a  letter  which  1  liave 
written  to  Mr.  Onld.  1  have  hnt  little  lioiie  that  he  will  accept  either 
l)roposal,  bnt  1  think  if  it  i.s  [ire.sented  to  him  and  then  iiublished  it  u  ill 
liave  I  he  effect  of  allay iii<;-  any  [>ul)lic,  teelniy  a,i;aiu.st  the  Goveniiiient  a.s 
to  the  .■,ii.-,[)ension  of  exchan.ues.  In  con.MMpienee  of  certain  iiiovenieiit.s 
now  in  pro.me.ss  [  will  not  be  able  to  ;;o  to  City  roiut  before  Frida.\-  or 
Saturday  iii-xt.  and  \\ould  be  pleased  to  have  your  decision  on  the 
accoinpauN  iul;  bdore  that  time. 

i  am.  :;eiiei-al,  very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant. 

s.  A.  :\ii:ri;i)|  fii, 

lllia..ri,-ui.tit., 

Resi)ecffnlly  submitted  to  the  .Secretary  of  War,  with  the  reniaiks 
that  the  nndersisned  does  not  ap[)iove  of  the  manner  oi-  precise  l.in- 
uuage  employed  in  the  tirst  portion  of  rhe  letter  pro|(osed  Uy  (b'lieral 
.Meredith,  which,  however,  may  lie  easily  nioditied  if  any  part  of  the 
propositions  should  be  apiu'oseil. 

The  seconil  portion  of  the  proposal  is  believed  to  be  impracticable. 

The  tirst  portion  iiiMilves  the  (piestion  as  to  whether  an  exchaaue  of 
prisoners  can  be  made  as  ]u'oposed  without  iin[)liedl\-  aci|iiiesciiiu-  in  the 
formal  determination  of  the  rebel  authorities,  by  the  proclamation  ot 
.Mr.  Da\'is  and  an  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  to  make  a:  distiiic^ 
tioii  between  cjlficers  of  the  fi-deral  Army  taken  iirisoners  while  ser\ing 
with  white  troo[is  and  those  serving  with  colored  regiments. 

With  tliese  remarks  the  questions  coimeiled  with  the  iiro[)o^al  of 
Cleneral  .Meredith  is  respectlnlK  submitted. 

i:.   A.   illT(MIC()CK, 

M,ljor-(niir,;il    ,iiul    (■iH,i,ii'i^>.:nH,ih>,-    l-l.irhuiuj,:   nf   I ' ,  i.smi,  rs. 

Oll'li   ]■;    Ci'.MMISSImNKR    Ini;     i;\rllA.\i.i;. 

Fnrt    M,,,n..r.     \„..   y,,,-,  nllnr     .',    .'s,,;. 

Hon.  u.  Uf-i.ii.  A:ii,i/  ,>r  I'r.i,,!,,./..  /,•/,■/,„/..,„/.  w,.: 

Siii:  Having  learned  troin  the  mo.^t  undoubted  authority-  that  the 
(.'on  federate  (Tovernmcnt  lia\  e  neither  tin.'  means  nor  the  pou  er  to  siili- 
sist,  clothe,  or  liirui.^h  piopca-  qiuirteis  tor  I  he  rnioii  prisimeis  helil  in 
custody  ill  itichmond  and  elsewhere  in  the  South.  I  deem  it  incuinbeiit 
on  me  from  motives  of  humanity  to  iiiue  iipoii  >  ou  the  acceptance  of  one 
of  the  t'ollowiii-  [iropo>itions : 

l"ir>;.  I  will  exchange  oiticer  lor  ollicer.  man  for  man.  aci-ordiiiL:  to 
tlie  made  ,ind  laiik  or  ei|iii\  ah'iif^  :i^  (irovnled  m  the  rarid,  accoiiliirj 
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to  the  date  of  capture,  suffieieiit  to  secure  the  release  of  all  IJiiiou  pris- 
oners of  \v;ir  HOW  held  iu  eoiitiiiemeut  iu  the  South,  with  the  distinct 
uiiderstauding  that  this  offer,  if  accei)table  to  the  Confederate  author- 
ities, shall  not  waive  or  forego  any  claim,  demand,  or  matter  of  coutro- 
versv  now  [lending  between  us. 

Should  vou  ilecliue  to  accept  the  above  proposition  I  will  agree  that 
eacli  partv  shall  subsist  and  clothe  the  prisoners  of  war  held  by  the 
other,  au(l  shall  provide  for  the  speedy  transportation  and  delivering 
of  sucii  subsistence  and  clothing  within  the  lines  of  each  army  respec- 
tively to  the  place  or  places  where  the  same  is  needed  to  be  issued,  pro- 
vided that  either  party  jjiovide  money  sufficient  for  that  purpose  iu 
lieuof  subsistence  and  clothing  in  kind,  the  respective  agents  exchang- 
ing proper  vouchers  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  to  mean  a 
faithful  coni]iliance  with  the  terms  of  this  proposal. 

On  the  UStli  ultimo  i.Sl  Union  prisoners  wei'e  delivered  at  City  Point, 
eight  of  whom  died  on  the  passage  from  that  place  to  Annapolis,  Tliey 
were  all  iu  a  starving  condition.  You  have  stated  to  me  yourself  that 
there  were  no  lights  m  the  sashes  iu  Libby  Prison,  aud  that  your 
authorities  had  no  means  to  place  any  there.  LIow  great,  then,  will  be 
the  suffering  of  our  i)ris(Miers  iluiiug  the  coming  winter. 

Confederate  prisoners  held  by  the  U.  S,  autiiorities  are  at  present 
■well  fed,  clothed,  and  lioused.  Should  you  ilecliue  the  foregoing  pro[)- 
ositious  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  urge  upon  my  Government  the 
necessity  aud  the  Justice  of  rendering  the  condition  of  Confederate 
prisoners  held  by  us  as  nearly  as  possible  similar  to  that  of  ours  hehl 
by  the  Confederates. 

Kespectfullv.  viiur  obedient  servant, 

■^    ^  S,  A,  :\[Erj:DITH, 

J:riij((ilier-(Jcuirai  ami   CviniiiinsiuHi-r  of  Exvlianije. 


Medical  iNspECTOR-CtENERAL's  Office, 

WanhinijtijH,  />.  C,  Xonmher  :',  ^WJ, 

Colonel  IInFF>rAN, 

('onniiismiiji-llriierid  <>/  Prisoncrx.  f.  S.  Anini: 
Siu:  Tilt-  lullowing  is  an  extract  from  Lieut.  Cnl,(;.T,  Allen's  report 
of  inspection  of  the  [lost  hospital  at  Corinth,  ^liss,,  October  17.  bSti.';: 

Ihc' niilv  r phiinC  is  iiir  cldtliiiii:  ami  bliiukrts.      lliictor  l.i-mi;a<l  .(.lupljiiis  r  l,:i  t 

111'  i;iiiiii)r'|iri»-iue.  iiDiiuli  lilanki--ts  iu  Lu<[i  the  prisoiins  coiiif.u  c.t\iU-.  '    I'li^nii 

in  ,--.i'.-ll,'iii  ..ni,-i-. 

I  an],  sir,  \civ  respertfnllv,  v<iur  obedient  servant, 

.INO.   .M,  ClYLi:i;, 
Arliii;!    M,,h',,il    Iiisi„rl„r-(:i  Itriul,    ('.  S.  Ann;/. 


\V\sinjj(iT(i.\,  Xdi-eiiilicr  •■;,  IS/:.:. 
r.i-ig.  Cell.  S,  A.  Mr.iM-.iiiTH: 

Have  the  blankets  foi  wanleil   by  the   (luarterniaster  been   delivered 
to  the  prisonias  at  KichnidUil  '      Will  it  l)e  safe  to  send  chithin^  .' 

\V.   IIOFF-MAN, 
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Fort  Monroe,  yoi-cmber  3,  ISOS. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Con)miss,!ri/-<!ciicnii  of  Prisom-rs: 

I  liave  sent  l,()(l()  suits  of  clorluiiu- aiul  U.jOO  blankets.  Sent  as  many 
more  today.  Creueial  Dow  wtite.s  that  he  received  aud  will  distributee 
tiiem. 

S.   A.   MF.i;i:i>ITlI. 


Jud(;k-Ai)V()ca  if.-(  1  i;nf,ral'.s  (  )efiie, 

Xdriiiibrr  :;,  /v/;,;. 

lion.  E.  M.  STANI'ON.   Srcrrturi/  iif    Wnf: 

Sir;  III  ;i  turinal  statement "  made  iiiiiU'r  the  din'<>ti(Mi  of  the  Hon. 
1'.  II.  \\':it.>ou.  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  liy  (Jdhnicl  lr\ine,  a.  [ais- 
i.ncr  (if  war  recently  returned  fmni  Purhmnini.  and  submitted  tor  the 
ciiir^ideration  of  this  i^flice,  r^  touud  the  tullowinL;  hm^uaue: 

Maj.  i;.  1'.  Mosfly...t'l-'. until  Km  turky  (J;n-:il  i  y,  .Mpi  iiiv,l  ,i  i  N.isUvilIr,  i.iii  iicna, 
uiMi-iiiu  a  O^-i'i'inHl  i.;ill  :iih1  rhiiiii.  :it  .Ulanr.i.  ' 

C'lipt.    Lrsvi-     I..     Cait.T,     uf    The    Ka-t    Trniu'^-..'    ravalrv,    <I.-t.iilr,l  m    (hiioimI 

Wililer's  sralf.  W.I-  also  caprnivdat  \a>hvill,-  ami  i-  b.'l.l  .iikI  fivaicd  in  likr  mai v. 

'IMie,\  Liavi-  iKif  I'et-iL  -irveil  with  any  ■■baige.s,  h'lr  the  olMci-r-  alu.ut  tijeve  leport  tlie 
cliai^is  auaiu.st  fhnii  tu  lie.  Ii-vyiiii;-  wai  ai;aiu>t  their  -n\eiHi;;ii  Statu-.  .Majiir 
iMi»ely  lieiiiy  a  Kentuckiaii  and  tlie  i.rlnT  frnni  I'rnuc-.-iee.  thev  are  h.lil  a-  )ii.liti.al 
liii-oneis.  Captaia  Carter  ile-ire^  (.t>nei;il  WihliT  to  bi-  iiitorninl  i>i'  his  ,c)iiilituiii. 
.Mns.-Iy  hasliri'U  .inlrt  tu  Uipv.-i  iiur  .ruhn.-iin.  wli..m  hi'  wi.slies  iiit'nniiednf  his -una t inn. 

Lieut.  E.  II.  Xluson,  Company  I!,  Twenty-lirar  dhiu  \\)lunteers.  and  Limn. 
Wilson  W .  lirowii,  of  same  ruLtinient,  are  it\  iron- .  t  Atlanta.  The  i  har^res  anaiust 
rlirni  are  that  thry  were  in  the  lirid-e-lmrnin;;  exjit-dition  of  ileneral  Mifclud.  .at 
which  time  they  "  ere  p\ivates.  One  was  escliaii^ed  aud  the  otiier  rsraped.  fhey 
«  I  re  proinoted.  raptured  in  hattle,  and  are  now  held  on  rlie  nid  rharu'e-. 

■  lohii  Wollani.  pri\-ate.  1' hirty-third  uhi..  \'uluiite.-is,  i-  il-.i  in  iinns  and  rannot 
leaia  tlie  i'hari;es  a,i;aiii-t  biui. 

(apt.  C.  .S.  V.  Direks,  Comiiaiiy  K,  First  Middle  Teuiies-io  Iiwainry.  a  native  of 
]  leiini.irk,  taken  la.st  .lanuary.  wa-  also  siilijeeted  to  the  same  treatnienr  I'or  live 
nionlhs.  The  irons  liave  been  taken  off,  Imt  he  is  -fill  ludd  and  r.iinuit  barn  what 
I  harnes.  if  iniy.  there  are  aualnst    him.     They  ilid  not    trv  him  nor  make  an\-  pre- 

tell-e  fit  i'^peetnej;  tii. 

This  iiilnrmatinn  in  re^:lrd  to  these  oilicers  ami  suldiers  of  the  1'.  .S. 
Aiiny  now-  lan^ni-hiiiL;-  in  Smifliei-n  |iii-iins  is  regarded  as  entirely 
lebalile.  If  liaxiiiL;  Neen  i.btaim.Ml  li\-  ( 'nloin  I  lr\-ine  frum  uHicei-s  eap- 
tilled  at  (_'liiei.:ani,iuua  .ind  eonlii'iin'd  li\'  iiei'snnal  eijii\  ei  satimis  with 
(leneial  I  »n'.\,  who  himselt  saw  tlie-e  |iei-i)ns  ami  knin\  s  the  facts.  .MaJ. 
.1.  1".  ('oUiiis.  of  Twenty  ninth  Imliana.  is  i.ne  uf  the  |ier-i.iis  who 
liirnished  tin-  infm  niatn>n.  He  w.i-  eaiitiircd  at  < '||i,l,amaiiL;a  and 
con  V'crseil  witli  tliesi'  |n-i-iMier^.  w'xui  w  ere  anxiniis  to  a-cci  t.iin  what  was 
aeainsf  them. 

.\s  tlie  oflieei's  and  liiivafe  named  arc  |iri-nners  oi  war  .ind  are 
iee(iL:ni/ed  b>  this  ( 'i  o\  ermiicnf  as  oeeiipsin-  that  -fains. ami  that 
'inl\-.  its  utmost  [lowcr  should  lie  exerted  to  seeiiic  for  iheiiilhe  ti'eat- 
meiit  ^l  whiidi  they  are  entitled  acconliuL;'  to  tlie  ir-aues  of  eivili/ed 
nation-.  All  restraints  iiindi  their  liberty  be>-end  w  hat  are  necessary 
tor  their  sate-keepin  o  are  \-ioIa  tioii-  a  1:  !{e  of  rlie  eii-toiiis  ot'  w.ir  and 
of  the  sentiinears  of  linnianit>". 

It  rsentirel\  manife-t  that  the  iinaiiiieil  and  helple-s  ea|itives  men- 
tioned now  ei.nlined  in  [U  l-ollS  at  lellMti'  points  flolii  t  lie  lo\  al  Sr.ites 
have  not  been  loade<l  with  irons  as  a  precantinn  iieeessai\  loi  their 
si'curity.       This   inliiimaiilt>    i-    either   o n'    the  caprices  of  the  rebel 
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despotism  or  is  the  result  of  a  deliberate  purpose  to  chastise  aud  tor- 
ture those  who  in  liein^"  disarmed  by  tlie  fortunes  of  war  are  oaly  the 
more  under  the  shelter  of  its  laws.  In  those  eases  where  it  is  sug- 
gested that  there  are  any  grounds  alleged  for  this  course  of  treatment 
it  will  be  oi)served  that  tliey  are  mere  pretenses  and  do  not  deserve 
serious  consideration.  Fpou  tlie  insolent  ])reteiisioii  that  because 
citizens  of  Kentucky-  and  Tenuessoe  lia\'e  been  true  to  their  Tuxtional 
flag  they  may  ui  disregard  of  the  cartel  be  held  and  tried  as  traitors 
not  a  word  need  be  said. 

I'^(|ually  untenable  is  the  position  said  to  be  taken  in  reference  to 
Lieutenants  !Mas(jn  and  I'.rown.  The  '•  bfidge-buriuug  expedition"  to 
which  ir  is  stated  they  belonged  was  the  subject  of  an"  investigation  in 
thisortice  and  of  a  report  to  yourself  under  date  of  I'Tth  of  ^Marcli,  1SII3. 
It  was  fully  proved  that  it  was  military  in  its  character,  set  on  foot  for 
the  purjjose  of  cutting  the  communications  of  the  rebel  army,  and  that 
the  soldiers  engaged  in  it  were  regularly  detailed  for  the  duty.  It  is 
true  that,  the  expedition  having  failed,  se\en  of  these  men  were  executed 
at  Atlanta  under  tlit>  charge  of  being  spies;  tin,'  testimony,  however,  left 
no  (loulit  but  that  this  execution  took  place  under  a  ])ereniptory  order 
from  Richmond  aud  against  the  convictions  of  the  court  by  whom  the 
men  were  tried.  In  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  regarded  it  nnist 
l)e  pronounced  to  lia\-e  been  a  cidd  blooded  and  cowardly  murder. 
Hut  if  even  these  two  lieutenants  had  been  spies,  which  they  certainly 
were  not.  their  having  escaped  and  returned  in  safety  to  the  lines  of 
their  own  army  would,  according  to  the  universal  law  on  the  subject, 
protect  them  from  punishment.  Spies  to  lie  punished  nuist  be  found 
or  taken  as  such.  If  they  succeed  in  reaching  the  military  forces  to 
which  they  belong  the  olfense  does  not  follow  them,  and  they  are  not 
liable  to  be  tried  tor  it  if  afterwiird  captureil. 

Itetaliation  for  outrages  such  as  those  of  which  these  caiitives  are 
now  the  \'ictims  is,  it  is  true,  an  inadequate  mode  of  redress,  but  it  is 
the  only  one  within  the  reach  of  the  (Tovernment.  It  is  therefore 
recoiiuueiided  that  it  be  at  once  resorted  to  and  that  rebel  prisoners 
corresiMjnding  in  position  in  the  military  service  to  the  olficers  and 
private  named  be  subjected  to  precisely  the  same  treatment  which  the 
Iatt<'r  are  now  enduring.  'I'his  much  is  due  ei[Ually  to  the  public  honor 
and  to  the  victims  oi  these  oppressions,  ami  it  is  believed  that  such  a 
retaliatory  neasure,  if  promptly  ;idopted  and  jiersisted  in.  will  go  far 
to  repress  such  brutal  and  barbaric  practices  in  future. 

_Vli  of  which  is  resi»ectfully  submitted. 

.1.  iior/r, 

■J  itdi/e-Ad  rortitc-dtinTdl. 


W.vil    DePAIMMENT,  yiiriiii/irr  ,'',   /s6'V. 
Keferred  to  MnJ.  (o'li.  F..  A.  Ilitchcoi-k.  commissioner  tor  exchange 
of  prisoiieis,  \\  itii  iiisrructions  to  as(;ertain  from  the  rebel  agent  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners   whether  the  facts  herein  alleged  can   be  true, 
and  if  they  be  true  lo  direct  immediate  retaliariou. 
r>y  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War: 

I',   n.  WATSOX, 
Asui.stdiit  iSccretary  of  War. 


'■orrespoxdexce,  etc. union  and  roxfederate.      4(11 

Office  Commissionee  for  Rxchan(;e, 

Fort  Mimroe,  Vti..  Sovemher  :i,  JS6S. 
JIaj.  (lou.  E.  A.  Hitchcock. 

('oiiniiissioiicr  of  E.ir/i>nif/i\  Wiisliiiif/tnn.  />.  r".  .- 
Sir:  I  hiive  the  lionor  to  report  tluit  the  reply  to  niy  request  for  the 
release  of  the  olHcers  ami  crews  of  the  Moruinu-  Light,  Velocity,  ami 
Harriet  Laue  was  as  follows: 

Il'tlie  cilticois  and  erewsof  tlioso  vessels  ;ire  in  rontiniiiiiMit  Ihpy  in'  iIutc  l.ii'im.se 
you  rehi>r  tn  reliaso  the  nlticrrs  :iiiil  news  of  t'l'ii  ledcrii  !.■  \C"ils.  Ih,.  loinier  -.irr 
vei-y  likely  to  rciii.iiii  in  ciuiliiii'iiieiit  until  yon  nlrasr  tin-  lath'i  niil.ss  I  liav,- mini,. 
scnne  a);re'einent  wliieli  entitirs  tln-ni  to  .1  .lisehaij;e.  1  nn  not  awaie  ot  liavini; 
doue  so. 

RespiitfnIIv.  vinir  olieilient  >ervant. 

i;o.  iiri.D, 

.(./.»/   „l    r.j.h.ni.i,-. 

I  am,  ::ciieral.  \'it\-  i  csiicctfiillw  viuir  (ili(>(lienr  -ei\aiit, 

s.  A.  Mi:i;i;i)rrii, 

Uriijddii  r-(rfiii  rill  iiiid    I'tiiiliiiissiiiin  r   for    E.rrluiiuie. 


I1eadiit-,vi;ti-,i:.'<  V.  S.  Imirces, 

CnliDiihi,^.   01,  in.   Snrniilirr   ,V,   /  s7,V;. 
(iiMieral  -li  lilN   H.  ^fi  il.'i;  \N  : 

.Sm;;    1  liave  iiela,\c(l  aii.swenu'j,  your   letter  (if  thi' .'.1  st   iilti iiifli 

I  oouUl  cousult  with  tile  pii.viPTi  iln-oeroi-s.  It  is  m.t  a  part  of  my  mili- 
tary duty  to  require  more  than  your  sale  conHucmeni  iu  the  (  »hii'i  pnii 
teiitiary,  oiviiig  you  as  far  as  priietieahle  all  of  rlie  pri\ileoi's  ot 
prisouers  of  war. 

As  your  place  of  coutlneiueut  desi-uatetl  is  the  Ohio  ponitentiaiy.  it 
is  necessary  that  you  slioiild  be  subject  to  aiul  oliserve  the  rules  and 
rejiuhrtioiis  for  the  ooveriimeut  of  that  institution. 

The  directors  deem  it  uecessary  to  keep  the  convicts  entirely  separate 
from  yeiur  oflicers.  and  Imve  re(|uired  that  at  sucdi  times  as  they  are 
ooing  to  or  from  Their  eidls  those  of  the  prisoners  of  war  must  be  elo-.ed. 
\'oii  \\  ill  be  allowed  as  miudi  freedom  on  ."^n ndays  as  the  rules  of  the 
in.-^titul  ion  \\\\\  a(hni  t  of. 

\'ery  resin-er  fully,  your  oliedn'nt  >er\anT. 

.1  NO.  s.  M.v.soy, 

Uri'jddli  rdi  nrral,  I'.  S.  Army. 


II  1;  Aln.'UAi;  I'EKS    (1  iM:\r  AXIUU;.    Mt     THE    I'liST, 

('.mil,   l>o,i,il,is.  Chi.iujn.  [II..   \nr,ml<>r    :.  J"'.:. 
( 'ol.  William   Ibu'i-M  \x. 

Cn„iiiils.s,iri/-i;,  II,  rill  ,ir  I'risniii  r>i.    Wnshl mitn,,.   1>.  ('.: 
<'(iL0XKL:    I    have   the    honor   to   sidunit    the    tollowino-  i'e|.Iy    fo    the 
report  of  |)i-.  A.  M.  ( 'lark,  a.ctiiio- medical  inspectoi- ot  pi  isoiier-- ol W  ai-, 
as  direeted  by  you  in  your  not(>  of  October  l!-!-,  lStl.'>: 

Fll-t.     rolu-r    ..|-    .MMip    Vriy    innrh    iM   ^I,   (Tr,!,    ,    Vrr|,t     IN    l.,nrark-   •  a'    [nVllnl    (    m,|,,. 

i''rom  the  ISth  of  Auuiist  to  the  L'Hth  of  .Septemln-r  the  whole  -natd 
duty  of  the  camp  was  [Mufiuuied  liy  eiuhr  companies  of  the  First  .^lich- 
io-au  Shariishooters  and  two  c(jnipanies  Sixty  tilth  Illinois  linanriN. 
The  force  was  so  small  that  the  men  were  compelled  to  ^d  on  dnt.v 
every  other  day.  and  there  was  Imt  litl  le  time  to  do  police  dnry.  Ilie 
invalids  hail  been  m  caun>  but   toiir  ot  ii\(>  days  when  the  in-pci-tion 
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was  made,  and  bad  been  assigned  to  no  dntj-,  except  to  fit  up  tbeir 
ijuarters,  until  a  day  or  two  before  the  inspection. 

Seciinil.   Discipline  in  camp  very  lax. 

The  discipline  of  the  camp  is  fully  as  strict  as  it  ever  has  been,  thoush 
flie  force  at  my  command  lias  beeu  less  than  one-quarter  the  average 
heretofore  employed.  It  is  the  remark  of  all  who  have  been  aciiuainted 
with  the  camp  since  its  tirst  organization  that  the  discipline  was  never 
more  perfect  and  the  prisoners  under  better  control. 

Thiiil.  Sinks  liaiUy  cniistvuctoil  and  in  tilrliy  coiulitimi. 

The  sinks  were  in  the  places  and  constructed  the  fame  as  those  hereto- 
fore used,  though  the  doctor's  remarks  are  strictly  true.  I  have  caused 
rcu  new  sinks  to  be  constructed  over  the  sewer,  with  forty  funnels  each, 
leading  into  a  soil  l>ox.  which  is  washed  and  cleaned  every  day  by  an 
adjusted  hydrant.  These  will  be  ready  for  use  in  two  or  three  days, 
when  the  old  ones  will  be  cleansed  and  covered.  I  regard  this  as  one 
of  the  most  important  improvements  made  in  the  camp. 

Foiirtli.    I.'eiiioval  of  (irial  not  wpU  atreinli-.l  to:   no  n-.-f ptarlfs  proviilcd. 

The  offal  of  tiie  camp  is  dep<isiied  in  barrels  and  removed  as  fast  as 
the  teams  provideil  for  use  in  the  camp  will  allow.  Xo  more  perfect 
system  can  be  devised  at  present. 

rit'th.   No  attention  is  paid  to  I'ookin^'  in  prisoners'  Uarracks  by  anthoritieg. 

This  is  a  sad  mistake.  All  the  attention  possible,  after  discharging 
other  duties,  has  been  paid  to  this  matter.  We  have  been  very  defi- 
cient in  means  to  cook  with,  but  good  food  has  been  furnished  to  all. 

.Sixth.  (_'lolliin^  in  hospital  for  prisoners  is  very  deficient. 

How  could  it  be  otherwise  with  so  many  sick  thrown  upon  our  hands 
withou-t  notice  and  no  provision,  not  even  cots  to  put  them  u])on  .'  This 
defect  is  lieing  remedied  as  fast  as  possible,  though  the  rajiid  spread  of 
the  measles  is  greatly  augmenting  the  sickness  of  both  prisoners  and 
garrison. 

Seventh.   Hospital  licddinu  is  very  d -flcient. 

Same  reply  as  almve. 

Eiiihtli.  I'oliceof  prison  hospital  not  as  t;ooil  as  it  shonld  he;  i-oolant;  arranfje- 
nionts  not  caret'nlly  inspected;  discipline  ot'  hospitals  not  good. 

Beg  leave  respectfully  to  differ  with  Doctor  Clark.  The  hospitals 
are  overiTowded;  some  of  them  contain  double  the  number  they  should 
accommodate,  and  this  must  c<nitinue  till  the  new  ones  ordered  can  be 
completed;  but  I  am  positive  that  great  care  has  been  taken  to  have 
the  best  of  discipline  in  these  respects. 

Ninth.  AH  the  prisoners'  barracks  iiro  i;roatly  in  need  of  repairs,  v>tc. 

All  true,  lint  they  an'  being  re;iaired  as  fast  as  possible.  Your 
instructions  to  remedy  the  delirii-ueies  are  receiving  my  constant  atten- 
tion. The  hospit.ds  and  laundry  are  already  commenced  and  will  be 
coniiileted  as  scjou  as  the  wetither  will  permit. 

(Jolonel,  1  hope  yon  will  allow  me  to  make  some  suggestions  as  to 
Some  of  the  instructions  roiitained  in  your  letter. 

First.  The  cookini;  innst  hcre.aftcr  he  done  in  Farmer's  lioi  iers,  Ac.  There  ninst  he 
no  more  cooking  ia  open  fireplace  nor  in  camp-kettles. 

We  have  tried  the  Farmer  boilers  and  they  are  a  failure.  I  had 
ordered  for  the  use  of  each  ci'inpany  or  the  garrison  in  camp  a  range 
built  of  brick  and  covered  with  an  iron  top,  with  holes  like  a  cook- 
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stove,  Oil  which  pots,  camp-kettles,  and  frying-pans  coukl  be  used;  eacb 
ran^e  tliroe  feet  wide  and  twelve  feet  long,  with  .sixteen  holes,  to  burn 
four-foot  wood.  I  regard  this  as  a  far  preferable  mode,  and  it  will  be 
much  cheaper  than  the  boilers,  do  more  and  better  cooking,  be  as  safe 
from  lire,  and  will  insure  regularity  iu  meals.  I  append  a  specitica- 
tion  of  this  range,  and  if  approved  by  you  will  introduce  them  to  the 
kitchens  for  i)risoners. 

Socond.  Put  tlie  oven.s  iu  j;oo(l  repnir  anil  li.iki-  the  liruiid  t'nr  tlie  roimnand.  BaUiu"- 
liy  coutiact  inn.-it  be  disi'OQtiuiied. 

This  is  at  present  impracticable,  and  it  is  also  beyond  my  reach,  as 
the  whole  of  feeding  is  done  under  contract  maile  by  Oapt.  X.  W. 
Kdwards,  coinmis.sary  of  subsistence  lor  this  State.  The  i>risoners  use 
large  i|iiantities  of  corn-meal  from  clioice,  and  bake  tiieir  Jolmnie  cakes 
in  ovens  and  Ijake-kettles  furnished  by  the  contractor,  withi_)ut  ex])en.se 
to  the  tiovcrnment.  Tlie  old  liaK'cry  here  is  not  half  large  enough  to 
accommiidate  the  number  of  men,  and  it.s  use  was  abandoned  because 
the  ovens  were  defective.  They  must  be  rebuilt  before  they  can  l)e 
used.  It  would  al--o  require  the  hiring  of  a.  large  number  of  men  to 
mauiigc  such  a  bakery.  L  shoidd  not  feel  safe  to  trust  it  iu  the  liamls 
of  prisoners. 

Third.  Astorlifi  man.-ii;.-iiioiu  of  tlic  lH.s|,it:il  fund,  I  Irave  t  hat  to  Di-.  A.  F.Wlirliin. 
tlie  exiHTicnred  and  iudelatinabli'  pii^t  ^iirL;i.-nn,  tn  n-tiU  t'>.  wlii.  U  rcidv  I  al.su 
in<d(i.se,  luarke.l  B.  -  i   . 

I  assure  you.  colonel,  we  are  all  doing  all  that  can  be  done,  with  a 
reasonable  regard  tor  economy,  to  iinprijve  the  condition  of  this  camp 
and  to  benefit  its  inmates.  But  it  takes  time.  Already  there  have 
been  about  -SL'O.OOO  of  improvements  made,  and  there  is  room  for  much 
more.  The  calls  of  neces.sity  and  security  were  answered  first;  those 
of  humanity  come  next;  and  after  these,  conveniences  and  adornment 
will  receive  their  proper  share  of  attention.  The  draining  of  the  camp 
and  the  erection  of  the  tiew  fence  have  been  progressing  steadily  and 
are  nearly  completed.  For  a  long  time  we  suffered  very  badly  for  a 
proper  .-apply  of  water.  This  has  been  provided.  Tlie  repairs  to  the 
barracks  and  the  new  hospitals  are  now  being  jirosecuted.  During  the 
past  month  I  have  workeil  about  100  of  the  prisoners  daily  upon  these 
improvements,  and  am  still  employing  that  iirojiortion.  The  weatlier 
has  been  very  stormy,  and  this  has  greatly  impeded  our  progress.  My 
jilan  of  em[iloyiiig  prisoners  is  this:  1  have  announced  in  orders  that 
those  who  actually  need  clotliing  wouhl  be  allowed  to  earn  it  by  labor- 
ing on  these  impro\"ements.  The  result  is  the  men  labor  willingly  and 
well.  I  have  also  supplied  some  toliacco  to  workmen.  The  cost  for 
this  manual  labor  thus  far  to  the  Government  is  actually  nothing,  as 
even  the  tobacco  is  bought  with  the  prisoners'  savings  fund,  and  the 
idea  of  coniiuilsory  lalior  is  also  avoided.  As  to  tlie  issue  of  clothinu', 
a  great  deal  has  been  supidicd  to  l\eiituck-i;iiis  by  their  friends,  mostly 
of  cheap  gray  Jeans  or  satinets,  for  outer  clotliing  I  Iia\'e  thus  far 
supplied  from  a  lot  of  "gray  pepper-and-salt"  clothing  in  [lossession  of 
•  'apt.  .J.  A.  Potter.  U.  S.  i|uartermaster,  turned  o\'er  to  liim  b\  the  (lov- 
ernment  some  time  since,  originally  intended  I'or  the  .state  !roo|is  of 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  riiderclothes  and  blankets  toiwanled  hy  you 
have  licen  iisi^d.  and  1  -hall  want  more  as  tlie  season  advances. 

You  will  pardon  me,  colonel,  for  detaining  you  so  long,  liut  I  know 
you  desire  to  be  fully  aci[uainted  with  tlie  doings  ot'yoiir  subordinates. 
t  hope  by  thc>  end  of  this  nioiitii  to  report  to  you,  or  to  exhiliit  to  ynur 
insiiectors,  a.  model  military  prison  in  all  that  relates  to  eciinomy  to  the 
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Government  iuul  the  welfare  of  its  inmates.     If  I  fail,  tlie  fault  shall 
not  be  mine. 

I  am,  eolou"!.  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(JHAS.  V.  DE  LAISTD, 

Colonel  Michhjnn   SlKirpskootcrs,  (JommaniUng  Post. 

C'AMr  Douglas,  Chicar/o,  III.,  October  31,  I'^n:^. 

Sfr:  Ajrrooable  to  your  order  to  Colonel  De  Land,  I  submit  the  report 
of  hospital  fund  of  jirisouers  of  war  and  its  expenditure  for  month  of 
September,  ist;:;,  at  Oamp  Douglas,  Chicago,  111. 

The  rations  are  furuisiied  on  contract  by  E.  S.  Fowler  &  Co.,  which 
provides  when  rations  are  commuted  it  shall  be  at  14, f^,,  cents  for  each 
and  every  ration.  The  contract  also  provides  that  the  component  parts 
of  each  ration  shall  iuxve  a  certain  price  per  pound,  and  lUU  rations 
(per  pound)  at  contract  prices  anifiunt  to  more  than  commutation 
price,  as  the  subjoined  table  of  rations  will  show,  which  is  contract 
price  and  nearly  the  |]roportioa  and  kind  of  articles  recpiired  in  the 
hospital,  anil,  as  ymi  will  observe,  lessens  the  sa.vings  to  tiie  hospital  ; 
hence  leaves  a  small  fund.  The  average  number  of  sick  for  the  month 
was  107  and  the  w.-.ole  number  of  rations  due  was  3,i;;35.  See  montlily 
statement  of  tlie  hospital  fund,  which  will  give  the  issue,  savings,  and 
purchases  for  the  mouth. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  rations  drawn  by  hospital,  viz: 

lOll  nitiona  mont : 

70  rations  lieef,  STV  p(iiin(l<!,  ut  lU  Ofnta fo   17 

30  r.'itians  pork.  L'l'l  pDiiiids,  iit  J,j  cents I  07 

100  various  bread,  1j7 t  pounds,  at  41  cent-s .5  St 

100  rationa  beaas.  8  i|U,irts,  ar  3  ceuta 21 

100  rations  rice.  10  poiiuds,  iit  0  cents tiO 

100  rations  cott'ee,  10  poiiijils,  at  30  cents 3  dO 

100  rations  sujjar.  I'l  ponn<l.s,  at  10  cents 1  50 

100  rations  vineirar,  1  gallon,  at  4  cents 04 

100  viitions  caudles.  If  piiiuids,  at  IJ  rents In 

IdO  rations  soap.  4  pi  muds,  at  4  ,'.,,  cents 17 

100  rat  inns  salt,  -  iiuarrs.  .-it  L".  I'ents 0."> 

liiii  r:irion>  ]Mit:i  toi--^,   I J ;-.,',   ponuds,  :it   .  ci'iir 21 

mo  rations  iik dashes,  i;  i|ii:irts.  at  L's  rents  p..T  gallon O.S 

'I'ntal  oust  III'  II II I  riifious  to  hos|.ital   is    li> 

Lo^s  ..n  inn  rations  t..  In-piial  liind I   31 

Loss  on  3.L!;S  rations  .Inc  ln.s|dtal  Ibr  uiontli  of  Se[iteuibin- Ull    10 

The  above  exhibit  will  show  why  it  is  that  the  hospital  savings  at  this 
post  mast  be  ^nuill  in  proportion  to  the  sickness  when  compared  witii 
other  hospitals.  The  siekncss  during  the  present  month  is  very  much 
inercased  over  last  and  ot  a  sexerer  type,  which  will  increase  the  sav- 
ings ot'  the  present  month. 

Trusting  that  r!ie  almxc  i>  a  satisfietory  exhibit  of  the  prisoncr.s' 
h(.)s[iilal  fniid  at  <  'ain|i  i  >uii,l;I;is. 

I  lemaiii.  \-er\   le-iiectfiilh  .  \iiiir  obedient  ser\-anf. 

A.    r.   WlII'lLAN, 

Fir-t   Mirlii;i,ni   Slntr/islinoto-s,   L'ost  ,Sl(r</rnH. 


llioAni'iAUTEKs  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanoor/ri,  Xovember   V,  1863. 
Col.  .1.  IImLT.  ■Tinlne-AiJrnratc-Creneral  U.  S.  Armi/: 

CoLi'XKL:  Capt.  Frank    P..  (iurley,  a  Coiifedernte  .soldier,  was  taken 
prisoner  m  the  reeeut  ociaipation  oi'  Lookout  Valley  by  ( General  Hooker. 
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A  little  over  ii  year  ago,  1  can  positively  swear  that  lie  was  a  '■■uerrilli 
actiuff  witiioufc  authority  troin  the  (Jonfederate  <l<>vernmeiit,  daiiiiiii''- 
to  be  a  partisan  ranger  without  a  commission  and  suhsistin'"-  hinisi'ff 
and  his  baud  entirely  by  plunder.  He  was  the  niuiderer  of  jfri"-  (ien 
K.  L.  McCook,  which  I  well  know,  as  I  was  present  at  that  sad  event 
and  narrowly  esca[H'(l  witli  my  life,  being  carried  away  as  a  prisoner 
The  general  commanding  the  department  respectfully  asks  your  uiiiu- 
ion  as  to  whether  he  can  be  tried  for  this  offeuse  now  or  whether  his 
rights  as  a  prisoner  of  war  will  protect  him  from  all  jiast  responsibili- 
ties. In  tlie  case  of  a  spy,  which  is  a  military  olfense  exclusively,  the 
decision  has  been  made  that  when  subsequently  arrested  in  urins  ami 
in  battle  he  cannot  be  tried  for  the  crime,  but  in  the  cMse  nf  a  robber 
and  murderer  it  seems  to  me  the  rule  siionld  be  ditfeient.  1  am  iiistrucrcd 
to  ask  your  early  decision  of  this  i)oiut,  as  the  gen,'ral  (;ommaii(liii..-  is 
tleeply  interested  in  it. 

L  am,  very  respcctlnlly.  your  (.licdicnt  servant, 

HCXTHU   IlKOOKK, 

Viiptani  and  Actiiuj  J lohjc-Admcate.  Dtpt.  nf  the   Camhcrlitnd 


frKNKRAL    OrpHRS,   ,  .VD.IT.    AND    IXSP.  GENKRAt.'.S    OFFICE, 

^"-  '  *■'•  »  h'ivhiiiDiid,  Xiinnnlicf  :;,  l^r,:;. 

The  folhiwmg  notice  of  e\clian-ed  officers  and  men  is  (mbiished  for 
the  intormatiou  of  all  concerned;  ' 
By  order; 

S.  ('()(J1' !•:!;, 
Adjiitiint  (Old   Iii.spertor  (Unirnl. 


VVasiiingtox  City,  D.  C,  Xnrnither  i.  isn;, 
lion.  Mdwix  M.  .SxANtoN,  Sixretanj  of  War : 

SiU:  I  have  the  iionm-  to  state  that  several  aijpdications  have  l)eeu 
addressed  to  nie  having  in  view  the  exchange  of  citizens  as  prisoners. 
J  have  exhausted  in>  eft(nts  by  corresiiondence  to  induce  the  enemy  to 
(ii>chaiue  our  citizens,  helil  as  such,  by  assurances  that  we  do  not  hohl 
in  coniiiiement  any  citi/en  on  tlie  .uroiind  sinipl\  I  hat  he  is  a  citizen  of 
the  section  of  country  m  rebellion,  but  in  all  cases  u  hen  arrests  have 
been  ordered  it  has  been  for  some  cause. 

.Mr.  Ould,  the  agent  from  Richmond,  refuses  to  discliaii^e  our  citizens, 
iioldmg  them  in  contineinent  \\  ithoiit  any  pretense  of  accusations  against 
tiiem.  his  object  being  pi(ile,-.>edly  to  create  >nch  a  ••  pi(-siire"  upon  our 
•■jieople"  as  shall  compel  the  ( io\  I'rniueiit  to  enter  into  some  sort  of 
cartel  on  the  subject,  by  which  this  (loveniment  would  (ibligate  itself 
to  make  no  arrests  of  citizens  at  all.  or  to  hold  parties  in  a'laest  (uily 
under  circumstances  that  wmild  virtiiallv  be  dictated  by  the  rebels. 

The  visible  olijcct  ..f  this  pi..po>al  by'^li.  ( »iiM  or  \x\^  Government) 
IS  to  place  the  reliefs  ui  the  South,  by  .-nmethin--  like  a  treatv,  on  a 
footing  with  the  cili/ens  of  the  whole 'coiuitrv,  bv  which  the  (iovern- 
meiit  would  relim|iii.-h  all  ii'.;ht  to  .urest  aiiv  traitor  enu-aged  in  lel.ei- 
li(m  unless  taken  in  arms. 

I  ha\e  not  supposed  that  the  (lo\criimeiit  can  listen  for  one  nionieiit 
to  such  a  iiroposal. 


■  .scr  i:\iliaiigc  Xotirc  No.  7,  ijctchi-r  li;,  p   :j8s. 
iO    i;    K— SEUIK.s    U,  VI  a.    VI 
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Meanwhile  many  of  our  citizens  are  suffering  in  Southern  prisons; 
and  the  question  remains:  How  are  they  to  be  relieved? 

One  method  seems  obvious  to  many  who  refer  to  it,  verbally  and  by 
letters,  to  wit,  that  of  arresting  citizens  in  the  South  in  sympathy  with 
the  rebels,  to  be  exehani^ed  for  Union  men.  This  seems  to  be  a  first 
thought  \\  ith  many,  but  a  serious  objection  to  it  is  that  the  war,  instead 
of  being  carried  on  against  organized  opposition  to  the  Government, 
would  immediately  degenerate  into  a  war  against  citizens,  resulting  in 
an  amount  of  suffering  frightful  to  contemplate,  by  which  the  character 
of  the  country  lor  civilization  and  liuuianity  would  be  hopelessly  com- 
promised. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  this  course,  but  I  feel  called  upon 
to  bring  tliis  subject  to  your  particular  notice  for  such  disposition  as 
you  may  direct. 

\'cry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gun.  af  Vols,  and  Coiiimi-^siontr  for  L'xchanije  i>f  Prisoners. 


Office  C'o:mmissai;v  Gk.nkkal  of  Prisoners, 

Waskiiiijton.  Xorembcr  4,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Mereuitii, 

Coiiimissioiier  for  £.rchmnjc  cf  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

General:  I  have  the  hon(jr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  L'yth  ultimo,  inclosing  copies  of  four  letters  addressed  to  you 
by  Mr.  Ould,  and  a  copy  of  your  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  17th 
ultimo. 

[  am  aide  to  give  you  some  facts  which  will  enable  you  to  set  Mr. 
Ould  risht  in  some  of  the  positions  taken  by  him  in  his  letter  of  the 
■27th  ultimo. 

Ue  asserts  that  he  received  General  Orders,  Xo.  49,  long  before  Order 
No.  IDU  was  delivered  to  him,  wiiich  assertion  he  bases  on  their  respective 
ilates.  On  the  14th  starch  I  inclosed  copies  of  Order  4'J  to  Colonel  Lud- 
low, and  with  the  approbation  of  the  General-in  Chief  suggested  that  he 
should  communicate  it  to  ^Ir.  Ould.  iuit  as  some  of  the  provisions  are  a 
little  obscure,  and  the  cohuiel  was  not  iiuite  sure  how  it  was  to  be  under- 
stood, he  deferred  presenting  if  to  Mr.  Ould  until  after  he  had  visited 
this  city,  by  which  time  Order  lOO  was  i)ublished  ami  I  have  no  doubt 
they  were  presented  at  the  same  time  to  ^Ir.  Ould.  I  inclosed  them 
together  to  Colonel  Ludlow  in  my  letter  of  tlie  L'dth  of  May,  and  the 
cohmel's  letters  I  presume  will  sluiw  that  they  were  presented  together, 
it  is  possible,  however,  that  as  (.'olonel  L.  had  a  personal  interview  at 
that  time  with  IMr.  Ould.  he  presented  the  two  orders  in  i)erson.  Mr. 
Ould  not  linding  any  letter  in  his  possession  communicating  the  orders 
does  not  prove  that  no  letter  accompanied  them. 

The  two  orders  announced  general  rides  based  on  the  usages  of  war, 
which,  in  the  absence  of  any  speiific  agreement  between  belligerents, 
should  govern  in  paroling  prisoners  of  war,  but  in  this  case  a  cartel  had 
already  beeu  agreetl  upon,  and  no  order  of  either  party  could  set  aside 
aii,\' of  its  provisions.  For  instance,  a  commander  on  being  captured 
might,  under  some  circumstances,  give  a  parole  for  himself  and  his  com- 
mand without  violating  General  Orders,  Xo.  100 — which  includes  Gen- 
eral ( >rder  4'.)— but  unless  thi'  pjioling  was  done  at  City  Point  or  other 
named  place  it  would  be  in  \iiil,itiim  of  the  cartel,  and  the  paroles 
must,  therelbre,  be  set  a^ide  as  iii\:i[id.     JSo  exceptions  could  be  taken 
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to  tills  course  by  the  party  f;rautmg  the  parole,  because  the  validity  of 
the  [laiole  depends  ou  a  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
cartel,  and  when  any  other  course  is  followed  than  that  pointed  out  by 
that  instrument  any  claim  based  upon  it  must  fail.  I'ara^iraph  130  of 
( >rder  100,  which  prescribes  the  duties  which  a  paroled  soldier  may  per- 
form, is  also  to  some  extent  set  aside  by  the  cartel,  which  restricts  these 
duties  to  a  much  more  limited  Held  than  the  order.  I'ara^raph  I'll, 
which  Mr.  Ould  makes  so  much  of,  is  also  made  inoperative  by  the 
cartel,  because  it  could  only  apply  to  paroles  not  given  at  the  points 
desiuiiated  for  delivery,  but  all  such  jiaroles  are  by  the  cartel  made 
invalid,  and  the  paroling  party  coidd.  thcrcfure,  have  no  pretext  for 
claiming  their  recognition.  If  such  a  claim  couhl  be  admitted,  the 
etfect  at  Gettysburg  would  have  been  to  give  (bneral  Lee  the  privilege 
of  placing  his  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  our  own 
charge  at  City  I'oint.  .Mr.  (.)uhl  cannot  have  the  assurance  to  insist  ou 
nnythiug  so  absurd  as  this. 

General  Order  L'07  was  intended  simply  to  announce  to  the  Army  that 
the  irregular  practice  of  paroling  sinali  s(|uads  of  men  and  indi\iduals 
without  rolls  or  other  reliable  evidence  of  any  kind,  which  had  very 
gciieially  prevailed,  must  be  discontinued,  and  that  thereafter  the  cartel 
should  be  rigidly  adhered  to.  This  announcement  had  been  previously 
made  to  the  Confederate  authorities  through  Mr.  Ould. 

There  have  been  no  ■•successive  changes  of  purpose  in  the  matter  of 
paroles,"  as  ^Ir.  (Juki  asserts,  nor  changes  of  any  kind,  except  so  far  as 
to  return  to  a  strict  observance  of  thi-  cartel,  and  this  is  a  change  the 
propriety  of  which  Mr.  Ould  is  not  at  liberty  to  (piestion. 

The  ligures  which  1  give  you  in  my  letter  of  the  i:;th  instant  were 
not  given  as  embracing  all  declared  exchan.ued  in  C.eneral  ( )rders,  No. 
1(37,  of  .June  s,  but  only  those  whicli  (Colonel  i.udlow  use<l  to  luake  up 
the  balance  due  him  after  arranging  that  declaration  with  Mr.  Ould. 
It  was  the  declaration  which  Colonel  Ludlow  made  to  co\er  this  bal 
ance  that  3Ir.  Ould  cites  as  the  precedent  which  authorized  him  to 
announce  so  unes[iectedly  his  declaration  of  Scptemlier  12.  The  f  illacy 
of  his  assumption  is  what  we  want  to  show;  not  so  nuicli  an  error  in 
his  compulation.  On  examining  the  record  1  hud  that  the  Hightieih 
Illinois,  ;ill  men— iHit  100  as  .Mr.  Ould  says — was  accidentally  omitted 
from  my  letter,  and  hy  a  clerical  error  Seventy-third  Indiana  was  writ- 
ten Seventytlfth  Indiana.  I'arauraiihs  o  and  0  of  Oeneral  Order  KiT 
cover  the  troops  referred  to,  and  other  [laragraphs  cover  the  captures 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Ould.  Any  discrei)ancies  in  numbers  declared 
exchanged  at  that  time  ou  either  side  is  of  little  con.sec|uence,  as  up  to 
the  daTe  of  that  order  it  is  assumed  that  the  exchange  account  was 
>atisfactoiiiy  balanced. 

If  :Mi-.  Ou'ld  has  proof,  as  he  asserts,  that  tlie  Couiederate  prisoners 
werel  delivered  at  <'ity  I'oiut  between  tlic  fUli  and  the  -■'•({  of  May,  of 
w  hicli'  voii  li.ive  no  reciuil.  it  is  due  to  hiinself  and  to  yoii  that  he  should 
lUdduce  it.  1  do  init  doubt  that  lie  li.is  it,  but  that  is  no  reason  why 
he  should  w-itlihold  it. 

He  again  a.->erf>  tiiat  he  has  in  his  po^scssimi  more  \alid  paroles  of 
otlicers  and  men  than  would  furni-h  cipiis  alciits  for  all  he  has  declared 
exchanged  iiii  to  the  date  of  his  letter.  Vou  have  already  invited  him 
to  [iroduce  these  paroles,  and  without  hi.-^  doing  so  his  as.-erti<ins  can- 
not be  cre.lited.  I  have  seen  the  statement  of  Federal  troops  captured 
and  paroled  in  the  West  presented  by  him.  which  you  forwarded  to 
Oeiteral  Hitchcock.  This  simply  gives  numbers  i-ai)ture(l  at  diiferent 
times  by  diliereut  commanders,  and  is  no  more  reliable  nor  any  ijcttcr 
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foundation  to  negotiate  npou  tbaa  >[r.  Quid's  own  letter,  in  which  he 
asserts  that  he  has  16,000  valid  paroles. 

Thus  far  Mr.  Ouhl  has  failed  to  sustaiu  himself  in  two  important 
particulars:  He  lias  not  established  that  he  had  any  precedent,  as  he 
asserts,  for  his  declaratiou  of  September  lo  [1L'|,  and  he  has  produced 
not  one  of  the  10,000  valid  paroles  which  he  professes  to  have  in  his 
possession. 

Very  resnectfullv,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

'    "  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  In/hntnj  ami  Coiniiii.s.sary-General  of  Frinoners. 


Si'EciAL  FrELD  Ordeks,  /  IIdors.  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  liO.  )  yoveinber  i,  1S63. 

XVI.  Brigadier-General  HascalI,U.  S.  Volunteers, Colonel  Love,  Elev- 
enth Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  aud  Lieut.  Col.  William  Hartsiiff, 
assistant  inspector-general,  will  form  a  board  for  the  examination  of  the 
cases  of  [lolitical  prisoners  now  in  the  custody  of  the  provost-marslud- 
general.  The  board  will  meet  without  delay  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  i'resident  appoints,  and  will  sit  without  regard  to  hours. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Burnside: 

EDWARD  M.  NEILL, 

Major  and  Aniiintaiit  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  Xovemher  5,  I'^^.-l. 
General  MEREDITH: 

Your  proposed  letter  of  the  'Jd  instant  to  ^Ir.  Ould  cannot  be  imme- 
diately acted  upon.  It  must  be  laiil  before  the  .Secretary  of  War.  liep- 
resent  to  Mr.  Ould  the  suffering  condition  of  our  people  in  lliclimond 
prisons,  according  to  universal  testimony,  as  beyond  all  jiarallel  in  the 
history  of  war.  It  mo\es  the  imiiguation  of  our  people  against  the 
authorities  in  Kichmoud  who  countenance  or  jiermit  it. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
■  ,     '       I,  Major-General  of  VolanteerH. 


oi'i'TCK  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinijton,  Xoceniber  5,  ls63. 
ling.  Cell.  :M.  C.  ?ilEi(iS, 

('uartermaxter-General  C.  S.  Armi/,  Wa.shingtnn,  D.  C: 
(ii.NKRAL:  Iluu'e  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  at  this  time 
iLMtOOto  15,0(10  [irisoners  of  war  at  western  stations,  to  which  number 
thrre  is  reason  to  l)elieve  there  w'M  be  added  10,00(1  to  15,000  during 
the  winter,  anil  as  it  has  beeu  found  necessary,  out  of  humane  consid- 
eiatioiis,  to  issue  considerable  ([uantities  ot  clothing  to  rebel  iirisoners 
wild  are  generally  found  in  a  destitute  condition.  I  resi)ectrully  suggest 
tiiaC  1.").000  siiirs  of  iiil'riiiir  clutliing,  «  ith  an  extra  nuautity  of  shirts, 
and  1,500  blankets  be  rest-rved  iu  the  western  clothing  depots  for  this 
l)uriiose. 

Verv  respertfullv,  }'i)ur  (ibedicnt  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
C'lihinel   Third  Iiifantnj  and   Coininl'imrD-GcHerul  of  Prisoners. 
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L.  D.  Ingersoll,  Treasury  Department,  WashiiiKton,  D.  C,  inclosinff 
letter  from  Mrs.  M.  E.  Patterson,  makinr;  in(|iiiry  concernintj  a  Mn 
.roliuson,  who  is  a  prisoner  taken  Irom  the  .Minnesota.  The/indor.se- 
ment  on  this  letter  eontaiued  tiie  word  ••  rebel,"  >.S:c. 

[ra.l..rs..n,fnt.l 

Xo\-EMEER  5,  isr,;;. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Eriff.  Gen.  S.  A.  ^feredith. 

No  paper  liavin<>-  such  an  indorsement  will  he  answered  or  hereafter 
noticed.  It  is  had  enough  when  the  coniinunication  itself  contains  such 
ol)jectionable  matter.  The  indorsement,  however,  is  written  by  jiersons 
who  ought  to  know  better.  Whenever  I  find  anything^  objectionabUi 
in  letters  whieh  1  refer  to  you  I  era.se  it.  Permit  me  to  recommend  tlie 
same  course  to  you. 

i;o.  orr.i). 

A(nnt  of  F.dcliiiiiiji-. 


RlCnAIONin  Xonmlirr  .',,  ist;:;. 

Colonel  Streiffht  states  that  when  he  left  Nashville  he  pnreha.sed 
.*.">.()()()  in  .Southern  hank  bills  at  a  discount,  expecting  to  use  it  better 
than  r.  S.  Treasury  notes.  This  sum  <>f  ■■<."i,(MM)  was  his  own  i)ersonal 
jiroperty  and  with  it  the  (iovenunent  had  no  ccmcern.  On  his  inarch 
he  paid  out  a  good  deal  of  this  money  for  purchases  for  his  comnmnd, 
and  his  ([uartermaster  repaid  him  in  U.  8.  Treasury  notes  which  hacl 
never  been  used.  After  his  capture  his  surgeons  sohl  their  liorses  to 
Confederate  quartermasters  for  about  8s()(»  or  more  in  Confederate 
money.  Of  this  amount  Colonel  S.  purchased  from  his  surgeons  about 
$Si',j,  paying  them  2i>  cents  on  the  dollar  in  Federal  money.  General 
Forrest  had  taken  fnuu  the  i|uartermaster  of  Colonel  Streighfc  a  pack- 
age of  ><8.51  in  F(»deral  Treasury  notes — all  81  notes — except  one-*.")  bill. 
For  this  ]iackage  ('oloiiel  .S.  gave  General  Forrest  •r'S.'il  in  (Jonfederate 
money,  the  exchange  being  made  dollar  for  dollar. 

Colonel  Streight  states  that  this  ])ackage  contained  all  the  .SI  notes 
in  his  posses.siun.  and  that  the  rejiort  of  Captain  Morfit  that  he  had 
*1.1.")-T  in  ■■?!  notes  is  a  mistake.  Fie  states  that  the  whole  amount  of 
money  taken  from  him  is  his  own  individual  jufiperty,  and  that  his 
(ioverumeut  has  no  interest  in  or  claim  to  any  part  of  it.  In  addition 
to  the  creilits  indorsed  on  the  rccei|)C  which  were  paid  in  Federal 
money)  be  has  received  only  ^.'^).  which  were  paid  in  Confederate 
money.  Uc  desires  to  he  paid  -^luo  per  month  hereafter  for  liis 
exjienses. 

Colonel  S.  also  claims  that  if  he  -houhl  he  decided  to  have  forfeited 
his  money  by  being  taken  |)risoher.  that  yet.  under  the  rule  of  which 
he  has  been  notilied  by  General  \\inder.  In-  is  mtitlcd  to  pa>inent  of 
his  expenses. 

I.  II.  ('ai;,i;i^(;ton. 


PrcHMiiXD.  \\\,.  Xoniiihi'i-  III.  r-i:::. 
I  receipted  to  Colonel  Streight  on  the  liirh  of  .May.  hsii.!.  foi'  a-  jiack- 
age  ••siipp<ised  to  contain  .■j.;.iHi(i."     i  ,li,l  n(it  count  t'lic  money  a>  it  was 

a   large   |.ackage.   princi|ially   in   >^  I    notes,  ami    I    niideist I    that  the 

money  was  to  lie  c(uiliscafci|.  hnt  look  Colomd   Srreight's  u  ord   as  re 
gardcd  the  amount,  gi\  m-  lum  theu>ual  receipt.  "  to  be  returned  when 
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released  from  prismi."  As  I  was  not  at  the  time  sure  that  the  money 
■aould  be  contiscated  the  money  was  never  counted  at  the  prison,  but 
in  a  tew  days  turned  over  to  Captain  Mortit,  assistant  quartermaster. 

TH.  P.  TUENEK, 
Captain,  CommamUmj  C.  <!>'.  Military  Priaon. 


Office  Commis.^ary-General  of  Prisonees, 

Washington,  ]>.  ('.,  Xoremljer  f>,  isfiS. 
Ma-j.  Gen.  U.  S.  Graxt: 

CrENEUAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  declaration  of 
exchanges  made  by  Mr.  Ould,  Confederate  agent  for  exchange,  and  a 
statement  giving  the  names  of  ollicers  and  tlie  strength  of  commands 
(■overed  by  his  declaration.*  These  will  be  some  assistance  to  you  in 
distinguishing  among  prisoners  of  war  who  may  fall  into  your  hands 
those  who  have  violated  their  paroles,  if  there  be  any  such.  In  ('ases 
of  doubt,  liy  a  reference  to  the  records  in  tiiis  office  lunnes  and  other 
particulars  may  be  obtained  which  will  serve  to  identil'y  such  offenders. 
It  is  contemphited  that  prisoners  of  war  will  be  generally  held  at  the 
ilepots  established  north  of  the  Ohio,  but  there  must  necessarily  be  a 
great  many  captured  in  small  parties,  and  many  wounded  must  fall 
into  our  hands  as  the  army  advances,  who  should  be  collected  at  some 
convenient  point  from  which  they  can  be  transferred  to  the  principal 
depots,  and  1  have  respectfnily  to  request  that  yon  will  ha\e  Nashville 
or  other  suitable  place  designated  as  a  temporary  depot  and  furnish 
me  with  the  name  of  the  othcer  placed  in  charge.  As  soon  as  prisoners 
reach  the  temporary  depot  they  should  be  reported  to  this  ofHce,  with  a 
carefully  prepared  roll  giving  the  rank,  regiment,  and  comiiany,  and 
time  and  place  of  rapture.  In  order  to  a  proper  accountability  of  them, 
the  sick  and  wounded  should  be,  as  far  as  i>racticable,  assemble<l  at 
one  hosiiital,  where  a  careful  record  should  be  ke])t  of  all  arrivals, 
transfers,  deaths.  \c.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  regulationst 
issued  from  this  othce  by  authority  of  the  War  Department  which  pio- 
Aide  for  the  care  <.if  prisoners.  May  1  rei|uest  of  you  to  have  them  dis- 
tributed to  the  ditt'erent  jiiaces  where  prisoners  are  held,  whether  hos- 
pitals or  prisons,  anil  to  require  connuanders  to  make  to  this  oftice  the 
required  reiiorts,  letunis,  i\;c. '  Please  call  attention  to  appeiulis;  of 
iievised  Army  liegulations.^c.  All  necessary  blanks  will  be  furnished 
from  this  otlice  when  called  for. 

Very  respectfulh',  \our  obedient  ser\anr. 

W.  HOFFMAX. 
Colimcl   Third  Inhndnj  a)i(l   Vnmniissnnj-Cientral  of  I'ri.soncrs. 

(Same  to  rn.neral  P.anks,  Xew  Orleans.! 


OPiriE    ('iiMMISSAi;\"(iENERzVL    OF    PRISONERS, 

Wdshinijton,  Xnvvmber  ii,  ISH:';. 
M:\\.  Gen.  ^\^  'I'.  SlIERMAX: 

General:  1    have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith   a  declaration  of 
exchanges  made  by  Mr.  Ould,  Confederate  agent  for  exchange,  and  a 


'  .Spc  Exchau;,'e  Xotii'i',  Xn.  li.  p.  2!i."i.  StatoiiuMit  omitted  shiiws  1,207  ollicers  ami 
11, '.11.')  ciilisteil  iiioti  (if  the  Virksiiui;,'  jn  iscinei-M.  The  deliverie.-i  at  City  Point,  Va,, 
prior  to  July '_'.">,  1m;:I.  wiri'  7-  ollio'is  ami  s,elt  I'lilisted  lueu,  nial^iuj;  a  total  of 
24,L'i>S  coveii'd  liy  tliis  clpclaratioii. 

fSee  \'ol.  1\',  Tills  .Hffifd,  p.  l.')L'. 
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statement  giving  the  names  of  officers  iind  the  strength  of  coniiuands 
covered  by  this  dechiration.*  Tliese  will  be  some  assistance  to  vou  in 
distinguishing  among  prisoners  of  war  who  may  fall  into  your  hands 
those  who  have  violated  their  paroles,  if  there  be  any  such  lu  cases 
of  doubt,  by  a  reference  to  the  records  in  this  office  names  and  other 
))articulars  may  be  ol)tained  which  will  serve  to  identify  such  offenders. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the 
acting  medical  iusi)ector  general  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
hospital  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  where  there  are  prisoners  of  war.t  To  meet 
such  cases  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  regulations 
issued  from  this  office  by  authority  of  the  War  department,  which 
provide  for  the  care  of  prisoners  and  the  furnishing  such  clothiui;-  as 
nmy  be  required  for  thetn.t  ^fay  I  re(piest  of  you  to  have  these  re^uhi- 
tions  distributed  to  the  <lifferent  places  where  ]n-isoners  of  war  arc 
held,  and  to  reiiuire  commanders  to  make  to  this  ollice  the  rei|uire<l 
reports,  returns,  &c.  Please  call  attention  to  appendix  of  Itevised 
Army  Regulations,  page  '>'Si.  It  is  advised  for  the  convenience  of  ]iro- 
viding  for  them  to  ha\  e  prisoners  of  war  collected  together  as  much  as 
])ossibIe,  and  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  some  ]ioint  on  the 
Jlississippi  may  be  designated  for  this  purpose,  and  that  I  may  In- 
informed  of  the  selection  and  of  the  ollicer  appointed  to  command.  It 
is  <;ontcinplated  that  prisoners  of  war  will  he  generally  held  at  the 
depots  establisheil  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  but  there  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  great  many  cai)tured  in  small  parties,  and  many  wounded 
must  fall  into  our  hands  as  the  army  advances,  who  must  be  collected 
at  some  convenient  point  from  which  they  can  be  transferred  to  the 
principal  depots.  As  soon  as  they  reach  the  temporary  depot  thev 
should  be  reported  to  this  office,  with  a  carefully  prepared  roll,  giving 
the  rank,  regiment,  ami  company,  and  time  and  place  of  capture.  All 
necessary  blaidis  will  be  furnished  from  this  office  as  soon  as  I  am 
informed  where  they  are  required. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN'. 
Colonel    Third,  Infdutry  and   Co))iiiiiss(trii(h'i)cri(l  i>f  I'risoinrf:. 


Wa.SHING-ToN  <_'[TY,  ]).  C,  Sorrmhfr  d,  I'^ti:'!. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  thi-   E.rvhanfir  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  -I'th  ultimo i  has  heen  received,  fiu-- 
warding  what  purports  to  be  a  tabular  statement  of  the  nunibm-  ot' 
valid  paroles  claimed  liy  Mr.  (Juld,  with  a  C(q)y  of  his  letter  accompany- 
ing it  to  yourself,  of  the  liTth  ultimo. 

This  tabular  statement  covers  a  claim  to  IS.SrtT  jiaroles  of  Fedenil 
troops,  without  distinction  of  irade.  no  oiHcers  or  nou-coinmis>iMiied 
officers  being  noticeil  as  among  the  prisoners.  The  statement  |irol'esses 
to  enumerate  forty-four  places  where  captures  wert^  mad(%  witli  the 
names  of  captors  and  dates  of  capture,  the  numlier  said  to  have  liecn 
captured  being  carried  out  in  tigures. 

This  statement  may  include  some  prisoners  captured  and  paroleil 
according  to  the  laws  of  war;  but,  if  sn,  it  is  im[iossible  to  distinguish 

*  .Seo  foot-iii)te,  p.  47(i. 
t  .See  Xoveuilier  '2,  p.  15S. 
(See  Vol.  1\-,  this  series,  y.   \:,2. 
iSut  liiiiii.l,  but  sre  Dill, I  rn  Mrnvlitli.  (irfnii.r  -'7,  \<    liln. 
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them  bv  anv  evi<lence  in  the  statemeut  itself.  A  few  are  said  to  have 
beeu  "i-eceipted  for"  at  Batou  Kouse,  Jamiary  •22,  1803,  and  February 
14,  1803,  which  may  be  veiiaed;  and  some  evidence  may  come  to  light 
contlrining  the  alleged  captures  by  (ieiierals  Lee,  Bragg,  and  possibly 
some  others;  bat,  on  the  whole,  tli'e  sratemeiit  is  unsatisfactory,  and  in 
its  i)resciit  form  is  regarded  as  without  credit  and  not  entitled  to 
consideration. 

The  stateiiient  does  not  show  in  any  one  instance  by  whom  the  pris- 
oners wrre  received,  or  to  whom,  or  even  wliere.  they  were  delivered, 
leaving  it  to  be  presumed  that  th*-y  were  tor  the  most  part  paroled  on 
the  instant  of  capture,  without  aiulmrity  un<ler  the  cartel,  in  not  being 
"reduced  to  actual  nossessiOD,"  cnntrary  to  both  the  laws  of  war, 
as  set  fortli  in  Order  Xo.  lil(».  of  isc,.!,  ami  tlif  provisions  of  the  cartel. 
Order  No.  100  merely  publishes  the  laws  of  war,  and  the  cartel  is 
entirely  in  harmony  with  it. 

The  orders  on  fids  subject  subsci|neiitly  issued,  and  to  which  Mr. 
Quid  appeals,  were  expressly  liesigiicd  to  give  clfect  to  those  laws  and 
to  the  cartel,  and  were  in  no  nniuncr  intended  to  abrogate,  and  neither 
do  they  abrogate  ov  modify,  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  enemy  wishes 
in  good  faith  to  carry  out  the  orders  he  refers  to,  the  proiier  course 
would  be  to  issue  similar  orders  and  for  a  like  purpose,  in  which  case 
there  might  be  some  hope  of  a  coinplianee  with  both  the  cartel  and  the 
law  s  of  war. 

Mr.  Oultrs  effort  to  have  recognized  certain  paroles  as  valid  which 
have  been  informally  and  improperly  made,  embraring,  so  far  as  we  can 
know  from  his  statements,  many  eiti/.ens  in  Kentut'ky,  Tennessee,  and 
elsewhere  (no  particular  ]>lace  beiiiu  named  in  some  instances),  b.\' 
appealing  to  Northern  orders  is  a  mere  per\"ersion  of  the  clear  and 
manifest  design  of  those  oiders — that  tlcsign  being,  as  already  stated, 
to  eiitbrc.'e.  and  not  nullify,  the  laws  of  war.  We  ai)[)eal  to  those 
orders,  and  intend  to  l)e  goxerned  l)y  tUenj.  and  if  the  enemy  would 
assume  them,  and  be  governed  by  them  also,  all  ditliculcies  on  the  sub- 
ject of  paroles  would  cease.  I'.y  .Mr.  Ould's  mode  of  application  or 
misapplication  of  those  (n'ders,  he  would  use  them  to  destroy  and  not 
to  enforce  the  law  s  of  war. 

The  laws  of  war  are  iirst  in  order,  imposing  obligations  upon  bel- 
ligerents, and  they  eontiuue  to  be  oliligatory  upon  iioih  parties,  unless 
modified  by  a  special  agreement  under  a  cartel,  which,  when  agreed 
uiiou,  becomes  the  liighest  authority  in  all  specified  cases  included  in 
the  cartel,  leaving  the  laws  of  w  ar  in  full  operation  in  all  cases  not  jiro- 
vided  for  in  the  cartel — a  cartel  being  analogous  to  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce lietween  nations,  which  nia\-  modify  the  natural  laws  of  trade  or 
commerce,  binding  b(jth  parties  to  tiie  treaty. 

Tlie  orders  of  a  ucneral  in  tin-  held,  or  of  a  general  in-chief  of  one  of 
the  l)elliu'erents.  are  only  oiMMativc  wirliin  the  lield  of  the  general's 
comnumd.  and  can  have  no  ellcct  lo  modil) citlier  the  laws  of  war  or 
the  provisions  o|  a  liarticnlar  cartel,  .-^ncli  orders  are  jiurely  disci- 
plinary in  the  arm\  when-  i>-.i;cil.  and  can  matlier  bind  an  enemy  nor 
can  ail  enemy  apinal  to  rl,i:ii  o  ia>tiiy  his  departure  Ifom  or  violation 
of  either  a  fiai  ticnlar  cartel  or  the  laws  of  war.  A  departure  from 
sucli  an  ordei-  \riihiii  rlic  ai  ;m\  .  -aiiject  to  the  authority  issuing  the 
order,  might  snlijccr  the  oilnaicr  to  piinisiunent  within  liis  own  army, 
but  eouhf  not  be  a|ipcalcil  lo  m  niaUc  a  parole  valid  wliieh  liy  the  laws 
of  war  lU' by  provisions  oi'  a  oaiiiciilar  cartel  \\ould  be  disowned  as- 
not  valid. 

While  we  set  forth  tln'sc  | a  i ncipl.-  as  biniliiig.  we  deny  emphatic 
ally  tliLit   the  orders  ap|iealc.l    '  •      ',    \li.()nhl   sanction    liis  deiJarture 
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from  tbe  laws  of  war  or  the  caitel,  the  express  purpose  of  ( )r(ler  No.  207 

(18«;3)  heiiifj  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  existing'  cartel.  It  sets 
out  by  an  appeal,  in  iiaragraph  I.  to  the  <'artel,  by  its  date  and  the  date 
of  the  order  by  wiiich  it  was  pnblislied,  the  provisions  of  whicli  ar(^ 
to  be  enforced,  and  this  is  again  set  forward  in  para2:ra|)h  11. 

Order  Xo.  I.'(l7  pnblishcs  a  very  iin|)ortant  law  of  war,  in  iiaragraph 
IV,  in  aiinouneiug' that --the  oblig'ations  Imposed  l)y  the  general  laws 
and  usages  of  war  upon  the  noncombatant  inhabitants  of  a  st^ctiou  of 
country  passed  over  by  an  invading  army  cease  when  the  military 
occupation  ceases,  and  any  pledge  or  i>arole  given  by  such  persons  iii 
regard  to  future  service  is  null  and  of  no  effect. "  This  jiaragraph  di' 
Order  Xo.  li()7  does  i  ot  originate,  it  merely  announces,  the  law  of  war 
on  the  subject  to  which  it  refers;  but  it  is  jiarticnlarly  signjiicant.  in 
view  of  the  [)robal>le  character  ot  many  of  the  paroles  claimed  as  \  aljil 
in  the  tabular  statement  furnished  by  Mv.  (Juld,  in  which,  umler  the 
head  of  "Where  captured,"  the  statement  uses  generalities  which  <'an 
in  no  sense  be  received,  Thus,  cajitures  are  said  to  have  been  made  in 
'•  Kentucky  and  Tennessee; ""  "in  Tennessee;  "  in  '■  Iventucky  and  Ten- 
ness  "2"  (again):  in  ■•Tennessee"  iagain):  in  ••  Kentucky  and  Tennessee" 
(a  third  time):  in  "  LJarbour  County,  Ky."  (whether  soldiers  or  citi- 
zens we  cannot  tell);  in  -'Western  Virginia;"'  in  "Western  Virginia" 
(again);  in  "Minds  County,  ^liss.;"  in  "  Eastern  X'irginia;"  iii'-.Mis- 
sissii»pi:"  in  "Kentucky  and  Tennessee"  (tor  tin-  trmrth  time),  vS:c. 

In  tine,  the  statenu^nt  is  wholly  in t'ormal  and  wirliont  anthority. 

\'o\i  will  ])lease  furnish  Mr.  Uuld  a  certified  copy  of  this  <i)ininnni<'a- 
tioii. 

Verv  lespectlnlh  .  \iiur  obedient  ser\'ant. 

E.  A.   IIITCTICOCK. 
^[|li.  (Icii.of  ]'i,!s..  CoiiniiissiiDiir   f])r   the    IC.rclnni<j,'  ../    /V/x..»»'rv. 

(Coiiy  furnished  by  Meredith  t<>  Oiild  November  '.',  l.Sti.;.j 


llEAD'iT'AKTKK.S    SAINT    MAIJV'S    DlSmirT, 

I'niiit    Ln>,h,iiit.   Mil.,  ynnmhrr  li.  /sv;;,'. 
Col.  W.    nnFF:\IAN.    ('iiiiimisaiDii-lniirrnl   iif   rrisniii'i-s  : 

<'i)Li>m.;l:  The  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  rebel  cami)  informs  me  that 
many  ot'  the  ]>iisoiiers  are  afHicfed  witli  scurvy,  ami  he  advises  that 
vegetables  be  larni-hcd  tlnMU.      I    have  thon-hf  it  might  be  advisable 

to  purchase  a  sel ner  load  of  beef>,  rairot,-,  tin  nips,  cabliages.  and  the 

like,  and  ])ay  for  the  same  out  of  the  funil  arising  from  the  savings  from 
their  rations.     If  would  |ii-oliably  not  add  to  the  actual  cost  of  tlieir  food. 
Will  yon   b(>   kind  ciKJiigli  to   advise  me  of  your  views  in    rela'uon  to 
this  matter  .' 

I  am.  Verv  lespectliiUy.  winr  oljeilieiif  servant. 

CILMAlN    MAK.STON. 
Ih  iijitil III-  (ifiitinl,  (_'(iiiiiii(iiiiliiii/. 


0FI-1(  K    1 

i:<ili, 

>!■'  Mi:iiic  \i,   |)tin-:iT(ii;. 

nlni-,'.    M.l..    .\,,n  lilhrr    li.    /- 

Colon 

el    [Tmi 

F^TA^'. 

C, 

■'III  1)1  issiini-  <  Inn  ml 

,./•    I'rl..n„r,s: 

that  . 

,>'Nt:i,: 
.lllie  r, 

1    hav, 
■  nipele 

■  t 
lit 

he  honor  to  ,m1I    \ 
.inllioiity.  III  the  1 

nnr  at  tention.  and  thronul 
act  1  liat   tiieie  arc  i;o\\  con 

1   \  0  n 
tilled 

474  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

at  Fort  McHeiiry  some  sixty  rebel  medical  officers,  and  iit  Fort  Dela- 
ware and  otlier  military  prisons  probably  many  more.  Can  no  steps  be 
taken  to  stop  the  practice  of  treating  surgeons  as  prisoners  of  war? 
The  cartel  some  time  ago  was  arranged  on  a  more  generous  basis,  and 
upon  its  provisions  our  surgeons  at  Chancellorsville,  Fredericlisburg, 
and  elsewhere  have  voluntarily  remained  with  their  wounded.  In  the 
same  spirit  nearly  all  who  were  taken  by  us  from  the  enemy  at  Gettys- 
burg remained  behind  purposely  and  became  voluntarily  subject  to 
restraint.  Since  then,  more  than  four  mouths  ago,  nearly  aV  the  rebel 
surgeons  Lave  remained  in  our  hands  as  prisoners  of  war,  while  the 
rebels  in  retaliation  have  already  captured  and  placed  in  confinement 
at  Richmond  and  elsewhere  a  very  large  numlter  of  our  medical  officers. 
The  ettect  of  this  cannot  help  but  be  detrimental  to  the  service.  The 
rebel  surgeons  state  freely  that  they  will  not  voluntarily  again  submit 
themselves  to  a  long  and  tedious  confinement,  and  I  can  add  that  the 
temper  of  our  own  surgeons  is  averse  to  a  similar  imprisonment  in  a 
filthy  rebel  prison.  [  must  confess  that  in  my  own  case,  as  things  now 
stand,  I  should  rather  avoid  than  court  captivity,  whereas,  to  the  con- 
trary, if  the  terms  of  the  cartel  were  adhered  to,  I  would  willingly  sub- 
mit to  privations  only  temporary  in  character  in  order  to  nunister  to 
our  wounded,  and  would,  if  on  the  field  at  any  time,  volunteer  for  the 
purpose. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

(tEO.  SUGKLEV, 
Surgeon^  U.  S.  Valnnteers,  awl  Acting  Medical  Director. 


Medical  Director's  Office, 
Annapolis,  Md.,  November  (i,  lSt;3. 
Brig.  (rcu.  W.  A.  Hammond, 

Snrijeon-deneral  U.  iS.  Army,  Washington  : 

frENERAL:  The  Steamer  New  York,  upon  the  29th  ultimo,  brought  to 
this  city  a  number  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  IT.  S.  Army, 
whose  pitiable  condition  is  submitted  to  your  consideration  in  the  hope 
that  something  may  be  done  by  the  Government  to  avert  or  mitigate 
similar  sutiering  in  others  to  arrive  from  Belle  Island.  So  far  as  can 
be  known  from  the  press  several  thousand  (10,000)  Union  prisoners  are 
at  lielle  Island,  or  near  Richmond,  who  can  only  be  imperfectly  sub- 
sisted. fSrcad  and  beef  are  so  scarce  that  S<uithern  papers  discuss  tlie 
pidl)ability  of  famine.  Cnder  these  circumstances  the  urgency  of  the 
case  may  well  engage  the  attention  of  our  authorities,  that  supplies 
commensurate  with  their  condition  may  be  provided.  It  apj tears  from 
examination  of  inclosed  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  day,  general 
liospital  at  Annapolis,  riiat  ISO  sick  and  wounded  left  City  Point  by 
steamer  New  Voik.  Gf  these,  died  on  [tassage  before  reaching  Fortress 
Monroe,  4;  died  between  Fortress  ^Monroe  and  Annapolis.  4;  and  there 
have  died  since  admission  in  hospital  at  Annapolis,  27.  The  causes  of 
death,  as  reported  in  these  last,  were:  chronic  diarrhea,  13;  debility,  C; 
erysipelas,! :  iloulilepnenmonia,4;  scorbutus, 1;  wound  and  its  effect,  1; 
typhoid  fever.  1;  total.  -~. 

I  have  considered  rhese  facts  of  sufficient  imi)ortance  to  present  offi- 
cially, and  am,  general,  with  iiuicli  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  McPARLIN, 

iSunieon,  U.  S.  Army,  lU'. 
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lIULlusurc.l 

U.  S.  Genf.ral  FTospital,  Dlviskin  No.  l, 

Ainntpdlis,  Mil,,  .\nrniil>iy  j.  i.^i;:;. 
Siir^-.  15.  A.  Vanokrkieft,  K.  S.  Army.  In  Chariic: 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  make  the  tnllowmu-  general  report  nt'  the 
coTiditioii  ot  jiatieiits  (siek  and  woundi'd)  who  arrhrd  ;it  and  were 
admitted  to  tlii.^  hospital  from  Belle  Island.  Va..  per  Ihi.irnt'-tnice 
steamer  New  York,  via  <'iry  Point.  Va..  the  I'lith  nitimo.  The  New- 
York  left  <Jity  I'oiiit  with  is'.i  sick  and  wuuiidc(l.  Ijefore  she  airivt'd 
at  Fortress  Monroi^  four  ilied.  On  the  trip  iVoni  Fortress  iMonroe 
to  this  place  four  more  <lie(l,  leavin^c  l-'~^l  to  be  adniilted.  To  express 
liilly  the  eonditioii  of  this  number  lariL;nau('  is  almost  inade(|uate, 
and  iioni'  but  those  who  saw  them  can  ha\e  aii\'  appreciable  idea 
of  their  condition.  1  do  not  [iretend  to  partitailaii/e.  for  e\ery  eiise 
presented  evidenees  of  ill  trearnient.  l-j\aa'y  case  woie  upon  it  I  he 
visage  of  hiiu^er.  the  ex])ressi(]n  of  despair,  and  exhibited  the  rava;;-es 
of  some  preying  disease  within,  or  the  wreck  of  a  once  athletic  frame. 
I  only  u'eiierali/.e  them  when  I  say  their  external  appearance  \vas 
w  letched  ill  the  extreme.  Many  h;id  no  h:ir>  or  >hoes.  Imt  few  had  a 
wliole  garment,  many  were  clothed  merel>-  with  a  r.itteied  blouse  or 
the  remnant  of  a  (-'oat  and  a  poor  apolo-y  for  a  >hiil.  Some  had  no 
underclothing,  and  L  believe  none  had  a  blanket.  Their  hair  was  dislie\  - 
eled.  tlieir  beards  long  and  matted  wirli  dnr.  their  skin  blackened  and 
caked  with  the  most  loathsome  liltii.  mid  their  bodies  mid  clotliing  cov- 
ered with  vermin.  Their  tVaines  were  in  the  most  cases  all  that  was 
^eft  of  hem.  A  maiority  had  scarcely  vitality  sullicient  to  enable  them 
to  str.nd.  Their  dangling,  long,  attenuated  arms  and  legs,  sharji, 
liinci'.ed  features,  ghastly  cadaveric  countenances,  deej)  seimlchral  eyes 
and  voices  that  eoiild  lianlly  be  distinguished  i  some  could  not  articu- 
late) presented  a  picture  which  could  not  lie  looked  miou  without  its 
ilrawing  out  the  strongest  emotion  of  iiity.  I'pou  those  who  had  no 
wounds,  as  well  as  on  the  W(niniled.  were  large  foul  ulcers  and  sores, 
principally  on  their  shoulders  and  hips,  produced  by  lying  on  the  hard 
ground,  and  those  that  were  wounded  had  received  no  attention,  their 
wounds  being  in  a  liltliy.  offensi\-e  condition,  with  dirty  r;ius,  such  as 
they  could  ]ii'oeiire,  ima'iisted  hard  to  them.  « >iie  man  who  died  on  the 
trip  fi-om  Fortress  Monroe  toM  the  >nrgi'on  previous  to  death  his 
wounds  hatl  not  been  drc>-ed  since  the  biitrle  of  ( ;ett>sburg,  I'a..  where 
he  was  wounded  in  the  he:id  and  both  tallies  of  the  jiosterior  part  of 
the  skull  fractured.  A  nnijoiity  of  the  cases  were  sulbM'iiiL;'  with  diar 
rliea.  some  of  them  wiih   involuntary  I'vacimtanis,  their  clothes  beiiiL; 

tl nly  receiitaele  tbr  then,,  and  they  too   \  i-ak  to  remcily  the  diflicnlly. 

This  being  the  case,  you  can  of  ,-()nise  imnuine  the  -tench  emitted  from 
tliein.  Many  had  piieuiiioina  in  >oine  lorm  or  >taue:  -onie  were  in  the 
hist  staL;e,  some  gaspiiiL:  their  la-f  bicntli,  i  ii'lii  ions  with  fe\er.  many 
knew  not  their  destination  ny  were  not  cdn-cioii-  ot  tlii'ir  ;iiti\;i1  nearer 
home:  lU'.  racked  with  imin.  iminy  cared  imt  whither  tlie\-  wmit  or  t;on- 
sidered  whetlua-  life  was  dear  or  not.  In  >ome.  Iile  was  slowly  ebbing 
from  mere  exhaustion  and  flu'  '.gradual  wa-ting  of  tin-  senses.  How 
great  must  be  the  mortalit)'.  then,  of  rlii'se  men,  and  how  dreadliil 
among  those  still  sutfering  tiie  pains  of  tmiirisonment.  lix'ery  man 
who  cfMlld  rejoiced  over  his  esc;ipe.  di  ploied  till'  scenes  tliiiMlgli  uhlcli 
he  had  pas.'M.'d.  and  mourned  liie  lot  of  iho-e  h«'  leit  behind.     Weak  and 
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debilitated,  they  wished  but  to  die  among  their  friends,  a  wish  which, 
unfortunately,  will  be  too  nearly  realized. 

N'ery  resiiectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  J.  liADCLIFFH, 
A.snistiint  Siirf/t'iin,  U.  S.  Ann;/.  ^[l'lUc(d  Officer  of  the  lUty. 


:\rEnTrAL  Inspector-Geneeal's  Office, 

WiisliingtoH,  D.  v.,  November  (j,  IStll. 

SfRGEON-rrENERAL  T'.  S.  AUMY: 

Sir:  Medical  Inspector  C  C.  Iveeuey.  IT.  S.  Army,  reports  as  follows: 
Prison  at  Alton,  111.,  ni  ^ood  condition,  except  the  crowdino',  being  less 
than  -00  cubic  feet  S[)ace  to  ea<'li  man.  He  a.^ain  rr'c<iiu mends,  in  his 
report  on  the  jiost  hospital  at  Camp  Douulas,  111.,  that  the  surgeon  of 
the  post  be  directed  to  furnish  the  sick  prisoners  with  the  necessary 
<'lothing'  and  be<lding.  1  recomnieinl  that  this  coniiininication  be  for- 
warded to  the  assistant  snrgeonueneral  for  his  information. 

I  ha\'e  the  honor  tu  be.  very  respei-tfuils'.  vinir  obedient  servant, 

-INO.  M.  ('UVLEK, 
AvtiiKj  Mvdhiil  Tn.'<pfctor-Gt)iei-(il,  C.  S.  Aniiij. 

[Fir,,t  iiHlHrscr.i.-nt-; 

SrudEON-trENERAL's  OFFICE.  y<>reml>er  :>.  T^llr^. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  U.  C.  \V'ood.  assistant  surgeon -uen- 
eral.  U.  S.  Army. 

l!y  order  ot  the  Acting  Surgeon-Ceneral: 

C.  H.  CKAXR, 

Siiri/rdii.   r.  S.  Afiiii/. 

:S..,-oli.ln„l.,r.«en,e.it.] 

Assistant  Strgeon-Ceneral's  Office, 

Xin-fiiihf)-  J3,  isv;.-,'. 

lie.spectfully  rcrnrncd  to  the  Surgeon-Cieneral. 

As  there  is  no  aiitliority  in  this  oiliee  on  the  subject-matter  of  cloth- 
ing and  be(bliMg.  1  lecoinincnd  tliat  this  commuuicatioa  be  referred  to 
tlie  ('oininis,>ar>' (irUL-ral  ot  Prisoners;  also  the  report  of  the  want  of 
room  at  Alton.  111. 

It.  (;.  WOOD, 

Assisfiuit   SHr(jeo)i-<reneral,  U.  S.  Aniiij. 


IlEAiiijr- vi;  TF.Ks  l"('i;r   I  )i',i..v\varf.,   Dei...  A"/-,  )/(/)fc  7,  1^i:S. 
(.'ol.  William   IIi'IIMA.n', 

('ni)uii'ts.s(trii  (,riirr'il  of  I'risiiiii'rs.  Washiiujton.  D.  C: 
('"LOXEL;  Inclosnl  pli-nsi'  find  the  report  of  Dr.  H.  11.  Silliman, 
('.  .■-^.  Army,  post  sin-^coiL  When  I  assumed  comnuiiHl  of  tliis  jxist  I 
Ibiiml  t'oiirtcen  casi's  of  -malhio\  here  and  it  has  been  prevailing  more 
or  less  ronstantly  sinri-  rhiit  riiiu'.  The  remedies  adopted  by  Dr.  8illi- 
inaii  will  not  oidy  pre\ent  its  spreading,  but  wili  lead  to  its  extinction. 
It  is  an  important  fart  that  within  the  last  two  weeks  very  few,  cases 
Inivi- lieen  hronuhr  our  of  the  li-iriark^,  I  he  majority  having  come  out 
ol  I  lie  hospital,  iinil  rho  deaths  repoi  tc  d  are  not  caused  li>-  snndlpox 
alone,  but    liy    a    eomliination    ol  (li-ea>es.      The    deaths    are    ra[iidly 
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decreasing  as  tollows:  Tlie  luiinbtT of  deaths  on  tlie5th  were  ti;  on  the 
(Jth,  .■>;  oil  tlie  7th,  '■>.     This  is  out  of  7(M(  sirk  in  hospital. 
\'ery  respectfullv.  yoiu  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCrKtI'.I'F, 
iiriijdiliir-dciifriil.  <  '(iiiiiHiiinliitij   fast. 


Fort  Delaware.  Del.,  Xoi-ohIkt  u,  i^6j. 
Bri;;.  Gen.  A.  Schobpf,  Coiniiiandin^  Fort  Delaware: 

Sir:  Iu  accordance  with  instructions  received,  I  have  the  honor  lo 
make  the  following  report,  viz:  There  are  now  under  treatment  in  the 
contagious  hospital  ll'ii  cases  of  smallpox  and  its  moditications.  Of 
these  110  are  of  the  true  type  and  10  of  the  modilied  or  variohjid.  The 
deaths  have  averagetl  about  L'.l  per  diem,  but  it  may  be  observed  that 
this  mortality  is  not  due  to  the  character  of  the  disease,  but  to  the  exist- 
ence of  (jther  exhaustinu'  atfertions,  such  as  chronic  diarrhea,  vS:c.,  prior 
to  its  on>.et.  The  disease  is  evidently  decreasing,  and  has  been  duing 
so  for  the  last  rtfteen  days.  (Ju  the  l"ith  day  of  October  eight  cases  were 
admitted, '111  the  4th  day  of  November  none,  and  on  the  oth  one.  In 
regard  to  the  origin  of  this  affection  I  am  scarcely  able  to  speak  posi- 
tively. The  tirst  case  which  came  under  my  notice  appeared  shortly 
after  the  arrival  of  some  prisoners  from  (.'amp  Chase,  but  1  under- 
stand that  it  had  existed  here  for  some  time  prior  to  that  event,  in 
fact,  during  all  the  [)ast  winter.  In  addition  to  this,  a  case  arrive<l 
from  Washington  during  the  past  mouth,  the  disease  being  fully  devel- 
oped on  the  third  day  alter  the  arri\al  of  the  patient,  'the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  and  are  still  being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease  are  as  follows,  viz:  The  barracks  have  been  cleansed  and 
whitewashed;  chloride  of  lime  and  the  Ridgewood  disinfecting  pt)wder 
have  been  freely  sprinkled  through  them;  the  ju'isoners  are  each  day 
turned  out  in  a  body  and  kept  moving  about  in  the  fresh  air  for  several 
hours;  vaccine  and  instruments  have  been  furnished  to  the  Confederate 
surgeons,  and  they  have  been  sent  into  the  barracks  to  \accinate  all 
they  can.  1  can  say  ever\-  man  who  has  iiut  been  xacrinated  within 
the'last  twelve  mouths  has  had  the  o[ieratiun  performeil  for  him  li<-ir. 
In  addition  to  this,  each  man  who  omes  to  the  [lost  is  i-wuipclled  tn 
suffer  vaccination  as  well  as  each  palieiit  who  enters  tin;  general  Im^ 
Iiital.  Uniler  I'roviilence,  1  think  these  measures  are  liasing  tii<'ir 
eliect. 

1  am,  ^ir.  iim^t  re>[i<Ti  fulh'.  vur  nbedii'Ut  seiv.int, 

II.   i:.  SILLIMAX, 
Aasistiint   Ski-'Iiiiii.   i' ,  S.  Anmi. 


lIui'Ks.  IIuhma.n's   r.Air.,  ItEi'or  I'rishneks  (^f  W'ai;. 

\,,ir  SinnliisLi/.  Ohio.   Sni-,inl"r    ,".  1-',  :. 

Col.  William  IbiFiMAx. 

(Aiiiniti.ssiirii  <i:  III  ral  i</  I'lixum  is.  W'usli  i  iii/hni  : 
Colonel:  1  ha\  e  the  Iioihh-  to  leiiort  with  rcL;ai  il  to  tlir  condition  ol 
the  hospital.  iSic.,  that  on  the  subject  of  iilastering  it  1  coii.-,iileied  the 
medical  inspector  and  surgeon  the  proper  persons  to  advise  with  as  ,tii 
whetheri  it  cnuld  be  plastered  or  not.  They  reciiininended  ]iIasteriiiL;- 
two  rooms  afterward.  1  concliidrd  to  pla--ti'r  tin;  whnK'.  I  beitaii  :ii 
season;  on  acci;unt  nf  the  sa.kiiess  of  tiie  iiiaMiusa  little  dehn'ed.  Imt  no 


478  prisonp:ks  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

iiK.'Oiiveineuce  has  arisen  or  will.  Before  Surgeon  Glaik  was  here,  I 
proposed  to  tlie  chaplain  to  superintend  the  feueing:  of  the  grave  yard. 
I  have  given  him  such  men  as  I  could  spare,  and  it  is  substantially  done. 
As  Surgeon  Clark  was  never  within  sight  of  it,  he  of  course  only 
knows  wliat  was  said  to  him  by  me  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
depth  of  the  graves,  they  are  dug  as  deep  as  the  stone  will  admit:  not 
as  deep  as  desirable  under  the  ci^-cumstances,  but  sufficient  for  all 
sanitary  reasons.  Mrs.  IMersou  has  iiad  an  additional  supiily  of  sheets 
made  for  the  hospital.  There  could  be  a  great  improvement  made 
inside  by  a  plank  road  through  between  tiie  (|uarters.  and  also  making 
plank  sidewalks.  .Major  ScovUl  has  urged  the  mad  on  the  ground  that  it 
will  be  so  muddy  before  spring  that  the  teams  cannot  get  through.  It 
would  cost  81,1100  and  more  for  [)lank,  and  I  have  thought  we  could  get 
along  without.  With  regard  to  the  policing,  it  is  not  always  as  clean 
as  desirable.  Constant  eftbrt  lias  ever  been  made  and  systematic.  I 
am  not  able  to  report  any  improvement.  One  objection  to  wide  walks 
made  of  lumber  is  that  it  aftbrds  a  su])ply  in  i-ase  of  outbreak  to  seize 
upon,  ^^'ith  the  exception  of  rainy  weather  there  is  no  difficulty. 
There  have  been  but  two  new  cases  of  smallpox  for  the  past  week,  one 
of  which  untbrtunately  is  a  soldier.  I  was  in  hopes  the  doctor  sent 
here  to  assist  would  havebeeu  experienced  in  the  care  of  hospitals,  but 
tind  lie  is  not.  He  appears  well,  ami  after  exiierience  will  be<'ome  use- 
ful.    The  doctor  likes  liini. 

Very  rcspecttuUy,  your  (obedient  servant, 

W]*r.  S.  PIEKSOX, 
LieiitciMiit-Volonvl,  HnlfiiiiUis  Battalion.,  Cominandinij. 


\\'asiiim;ton,  1).  C,  Xonmhrr  7,  IS6S. 
Col.  \\ .  iro|.'K-\tAX, 

('iiiiiiiii.ssiirij-dc'iirral  af  L'ri.sDiurfi.  Wankinnton,  I>.  (.'.: 
S[i;:  I  ha\e  the  lioiior  to  re[)ort  tiiat on  the  -fth  instant,  and  in 
accordance  with  your  order,  i  visited  the  ^Vcstern  Fenitentiary  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  puriiose  of  making  a  metlical  inspection  of  the 
([uarters  of  the  jirisoners  of  war  there  contined.  The  penitentiary  is 
situated  in  AUegiieny  City,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Allegheny  Kiver, 
oiHiosite  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and  about  a  quarter  iif  a  Uiile  l)ack 
from  tlie  river.  There  are  here  conhned  111'  prisoners  of  war,  of 
whom  110  are  commissioneil  offi(,'ers,  1  non-comuussioiied  officer,  and 
1  private.  Cue  of  the  commissioned  officers  is  a  surgeon.  These 
occupy  ceils  on  the  lirst  and  second  cnnidors  of  the  center  liuilding 
of  the  [)rison.  (Jn  the  lirst  or  lower  corridor  are  four  tloiible  cells, 
about  twenty  b\-  sixteen  Ijy  (Muht  icet  in  dimensions.  In  each  of 
these  ii\e  |irisoiiers  are  ((inliiied.  The  remainder  are  conlined  in 
single  cells  of  half  fhc>  alniNc  si/.e,  two  in  each  cell.  The  cells  are 
well  lii^htcd.  ailndrabl)'  well  \cntilatcd.  aiul  well  heated  by  nu'ans  of 
>teaiii.  I'.acli  is  provideil  with  a  water  faucet  and  a  close  stool,  so 
arrani;ed  that  pi-rfect  cleaaliiics.v  is  insured  and  the  escajie  of  eftluvia 
pre\enfc(l.  (las  is  also  infuxhiced  into  each  cell,  of  which  the  pris- 
oners lia\'c  the  privilege  lill  lo  p.  ni.  The  prisoners  are  alliMved  to 
exercise  in  the  jirison  yaiil  for  three  hours  daily.  The  food  is  the 
(H-dinary  i)rison  diet,  is  good,  and  well  co()ked,  consisting  of  bread, 
coffee,  fresh  beef,  soup,  anil  vegetables.  The  medical  director  of 
the  district  has  made  a  contract  with  the  surgeon  of  the  prison, 
Dr.  J.  Pogeis,  to   attend    lUi'    [ui.^oners   of  war,  providing   his   own 
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medicines,  for  tlie  sum  of  i'aO  per  mouth.  This  officer  iipiu'ars  to  be 
perfectly  competent  and  to  perform  his  duties  well.  No  Imspital  room 
IS  specially  provided  tor  the  prisduers,  but  the  surgeon  informs  me 
that  as  yet  none  has  been  needed,  no  sickness  of  consciiuence  havinj;- 
occurreil.  In  case  of  necessity,  it  is  proposeil  to  use  one  or  more  of 
the  double  cells  for  hospital  juirposes,  for  which  they  are  very  well  cal- 
culated. The  iirisoiiers  are  ctuitcnted  and  admirably  well  cared  for. 
They  are  clean  both  in  i)ersoii  and  in  clothiiifj:,  there  beinj;-  a  steam 
laundry  attached  to  the  prison.  In  conclusion,  1  would  say  tliat  in  my 
opinion  the  condition  of  these  prisoners  of  war  is  excellent  and  coidd 
not  well  be  imiuoved. 

\'ery  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  scivaiit, 

A.  M.  CLAK'K. 
i^iiniton   (did   Aiiiiitj  Medicul   1  iispidor  of  rrisoiura  af  Wnr. 


\VAyiiiNi;Tii.\,  1).  C,  Xiinmliii-  ;,  isa:;. 

Col.  W.  ITOFFMAN, 

Third  r.  S.  Iii/'diitri/,  <'iiniiniss(iri/-<lfiii'r((l  of  I'risonirs : 
SlK:  I  have  the  lioncu'  to  inclose  my  report  of  mcdiiMl  inspection  of 
Camp  Chase,  near  ('olumbus,  Ohio,  (k'tober  .11,  lS(i;5.  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  1  al>o  \isitcd  tlie  Ohio  penitentiary  at  Columbus,  where 
John  II.  Morgan  and  a  number  of  his  officers  arc  contined.  I  was 
refused  admission  l)y  the  warden  of  the  lU'isoii  on  your  order,  and  was 
referred  to  (leneral  .Mason,  commandin.i;'  the  district,  for  the  rci|nircd 
order.  This,  considciinji  it  as  a  contraveiitiini  of  your  circular,  I 
denined  doiny;.  and  conseiiueiitly  was  unable  to  iiisjicct  the  ijuarters  of 
the  [iri.s(uiers  there  conlined. 

N'ciy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.\.   M.  ('l,.\l;K'. 
Sitnjron    (did   AitiiKi   Mcdicul    I  iis[>(  dor  (f  I'/i^oiors  of  War. 


liijiort  ol  iiisprction  o/'  ('(diip  Clidsr  oikI  liosjiitol  ixor  Col kikIiks.  Ohio, 
Octoliir  ;i,  l-ii.::  .1.  .1/.  Clorh-,  si(r(j((ii(  mid  (u-tiioj  ii((di(,il  insjialor 
if  prinoiirrs  (f  irar. 

Ollicer  in  cunimand — ( 'olonel  Wall  act'.  In\  alid  Corps  :  ni'  di\  ision  lor 
prisoners  of  war,  l.iciit.  ( 'ol.  A.  II.  I'otrn,  1  n\  .did  ( 'oips  ;  ol'  ili\  i>ion  lor 
paroled  prisoners, ( 'a plain  Dav  is,  l'.ii;lit\'  eiuhlh  Ohio  \  oliintccrs.  Loca- 
tion— four  miles  West  of  Columbus.  ()hio.  (  ominand  and  sircnuth — 
jiri.soncrs  of  war,  rebel  soldiers  l-'.uTl.'.  ci\ilians  l.'il,  females  L' ;  lotal 
L',n.">;  Federal  i)arolci|  pri.-oiii'rs.  ,"..S;  exchanged  men.  .'Uitj:  uuard,  OL'i;, 
Invalid  C(n'ps.  Top(c.;iapliy — land  nearly  [lerlcctly  ilai.  I'lainaue — 
\cry  l)ad.  I'lison  bnililiu^s — \  er\  ^nod,  e\cc>pr  in  \  cnl  ilat  ion.  winch  i> 
only  provided  lor  by  door  and  tuo  >niall  windows  in  each  banacl^. 
Wards — hospital,  one.  iitlerly  iiisiiriicieiit  in  i  apacit)-.  pooi  ly  \  enlilateil, 
and  in  need  of  repair.  <  'a  pa  city — lor  pi  isoni'i  s  of  w  ar.  I.ooii:  Fidei  al 
paroled  prisoners.  .I.IKIO;  prixni  iio-pnal,  '_'.■>  palicMl^:  |Mrol,(i.  prison 
liospital,  100  patients.  N  uiiibei- of  pal  leiils— piisoiici,>.  l."i:  iiaolcd  pri> 
oners,  iuuh'.  ratients.  conditnui  ol  —  toleialil>'  L;ood.  ldanLet>  am!  Iicd- 
diiiU' — sullicient  and  clean.  I 'o  lice  of  hi  >s  pita  I — not  very  uood.  ( leneral 
condition  of  i»ris(nicis — ;.:dod.  \  ciitilatlon — utterly  iiiipro\  nled  for  in 
barrack.--;    insulUcieiit    in    hospital.     Warminy — suiUeienl.    by    >tovcs. 
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Fuel — wood.  Lighting — lainpy.  Lavatories  aud  batlis — no  bathing  facil- 
ities provided.  Lamidry — tacilities  siitticient  except  trom  lack  of  water. 
Water  supply— iroin  wells,  insutiiuient  in  prison  No.  1;  water  ijoor, 
strongly  alkaline.  Sewerage — utterly  inefficient.  Latrines  and  sinks — 
excavations  well  covered  in,  not  drained,  not  disinfected,  not  kept  prop- 
erly policed.  Furniture  and  utensils— sufficient  except  bedsteads  in 
hospital,  which  are  of  w(jod  and  infested  with  vermin.  Bedding- 
sufficient  ami  in  tolerably  good  order.  Kitchen— partitioned  ott'  from 
hospital  ward,  not  iu  good  "order  or  well  policed.  Kitchen  utensils — 
insufficient  and  not  keiit  in  good  order.  Cooks — cooking  and  serving 
said  to  be  inspected  daily  by  surgeon  in  charge:  cooking  done  by  pris- 
oners detailed  for  that  i)uriiose.  Diet,  ([uality  and  variety  of— ordinary 
diet,  varied  by  purchase  from  hospital  fund  ot  chickens,  eggs,  butter, 
vegetables,  iS;c.  Means  of  supiily — commissary  and  hospital  tund. 
Dispensary — kept  in  jiretty  good  order  by  a  prisoner  acting  stewaril. 
Listruments  and  medicines— sufhcient  and  iu  good  order;  conqiounding, 
dispensing,  by  prisoner  acting  as  steward.  Hospital  stores  anil  com- 
fiu'ts — sutiicient;  obtained  from  medical  purveyor.  Hospital  records — 
well  kept.  Hospital  accounts — articles  [lurchased  from  hospital  fund, 
invoiced.  Uosi)ital  fund — lui  hand  September  30,  ISGS,  •S"5'.  Hospital 
clothing — sui)[)ly  of  underclothing  insulticient  for  cleanliness.  Laun- 
dresses and  laundry — washing  done  by  prisoners.  Repair — hospital 
building  needs  much  repair.  Alterations  and  additions — additional 
hospital  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  at  least  130  patients. 
Medical  attendance — sufficient:  suri;eou  in  charge,  Actg.  Asst.  Surgeon 
A.L.  Fitzpatrick.  Discipline  and  police — discipline  good;  police  not  well 
enlorced.  Xiirses — men  [)risoners.  Interments — by  contract.  Dis- 
eases, [irevaleut — diarrhea,  pneumonia.  Diseases,  prevention  of — 
woukl  be  better  secured  by  proper  attention  to  ventilation  ami  drain- 
age. K'ecoveries  from  diseases — ready.  ^Mortality  from  diseases  and 
wounds — for  last  three  months  average  '-  per  cent. 

In  reference  to  this  camf)  there  is  nothing  to  be  complained  of  except 
its  iin[)erfect  drainage,  the  non-ventilation  of  the  barracks,  and  the 
insufficiency  of  hospital  room.  The  commanding  officer  prouuses  to 
im[)r()\e  the  drainage  by  employinu'  the  prisoners  for  this  purpose.  The 
in-ison  fund  yeptemlei"  oO,  ISti-'i,  was  84, 040. (JO.  From  this  a  requisition 
for  clothing  to  the  amount  of  84,0(10  has  Just  been  made.  In  the  divis- 
ion set  apart  for  the  reception  of  Fetleral  paroled  prisoners  I  found  the 
barracks  to  be  of  the  same  pattern  as  tliose  tor  the  rebel  prisoners. 
The  division  is  generally  in  good  order,  except  that  for  some  unex- 
lilaiiHMl  reason  no  sinks  are  [irovided,  and  as  a  conseiiuence  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  rhe  cam[>  is  not  iu  a  very  aood  condition  as  to  police. 
There  are  at  present  at  this  po>t  but  3S  paroled  prisoners  and  SiK!  men 
Avho  lia\e  been  exchanged  and  are  waiting  for  transportation  to  their 
various  reainienrs.  I  could  uaiu  no  iniorinatiou  in  re;;aid  to  the  fund. 
The  ]iii>]utal  in  tills  di\'i>iciii  will  accoiuinodare  tifty  patients,  and  is  in 
\  i/ry  iznnil  orili_u'  hi  all  irs  de]iartnients.  There  are  at  [iresent  no  sick  in 
tliN  di\i-iiiii.  Then-  i-,  11(1  hovpiral  tiiiid.it  having  been  all  expended 
Inr  the  M^c  of  the  hos|iltal.  No  iclialde  iu\oice  is  kept  of  [irojierty 
[inrciias(;il  tVoin  I  his  I'liud. 

A.  M.  CLAKK, 
A'^nri/LiiK   (hill  Artiiiij  MiiJical  Insprvtor  n/  rrimnwrs  nf   War. 
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Headquarters  Department  of   the  Cumberland, 

('iKitltniooijii,  Xtir/iiiher    -'",  IS'i'l. 
nespectfuily  refcrrud  to  D.  G.  lieed,  majur,  i'rovisioiial  Army,  ('.  S., 
tlu'uug-h   fommaiuling-  officer  JoliiKSoirs    IslainI,   with  cMipv  of  (iuiteral 
Orders,  No.  IG,  of  lS(i3.   from  liea(l(itiartL'rs   I)e[iartmfiit  of  the  Ciuu- 
berlaiul. 

Major  Keed  may  think  him.sclf  fcntuiiate  in  uettinu'  ntf  as  well  a.>  lie 
did,  with  the  very  sli.uht  imnishmeiit  of  whirli  in-  <<nn|ilaiiis  icvcu  if 
his  statcMientsare  true),  instead  of  rcceis  in-  rliar  which  lie  and  the  lot 
of  tlie  '-ehoice  collection  yatheicd  in"  at  Anderson'.-,  Cidss-Uoads  so 
richly  deserve. 

By  order  of  Major  ( icncral  Thomas: 

\VM.    I».   Wlliri'Ll';. 
J:nij(iili,:r-(_irnfi<il  „nil  As.si.'itiiiit   A<lji(taHt-'iciicnil. 


Office  of  (.'ommis.sioner  fmi;   IlxnrANdK, 

Fori    Moin-or.    \„..  Xoniiihrr    ;,   /,sv,  ;. 
Hon.  RoiiERT   (.)ULD,  A(/riit   of  K.,rliaiii/r.  lucli iiioiiii,    \',i.: 

Sir:  In  your  commuuicati<in  of  Oi-toher  I'T,  \oii  state  ••that  (Icn- 
eral  Orders.  No,s.  41)  and  lOO,  were  not  sent  to  you  at  the  sanu'  time."  1 
forward  you  herewith  a  copy  of  [.icutenaut  Colonel  Ludlow's  letter. 
inclosing  to  you  the  two  orders  nieutioued,  and  beariti"'  date  Ma\  J', 
isu.l.t 

The.se  two  orders  announced  -eneral  rules  haseil  on  the  usages  of 
wai'.  which,  iu  the  absence  of  any  specitic  agreement  between  beili-er 
ents,  should  govern  in  parolin,^-  prisoners  of  war;  but  in  this  ea-i'  a 
cartel  had  already  been  aK'reed  u|ion.and  no  order  (d' either  ]iaitv  euulij 
set  aside  any  of  its  [irovisions.  For  instance,  a  <'omniatMler,  on  beinu' 
ca[itnred,  might  under  .sonn-  circumstances  give  a  parole  tor  himself  and 
his  command  without  violatiiig- ( leneral  Orders,  No.  1(H)  (which  iiu;!iidcs 
General  Orders,  No.  40);  but  unless  the  [laroliiig  was  done  at  City  Point, 
or  other  named  place,  it  would  be  in  violation  of  the  cartel,  and  the"  paroles 
nnist  therefore  be  set  aside  as  invalid.  No  exception  could  be  taken  to 
this  course  by  the  party  yrantiiii;  the  [)arole,  lieeaiise  the  validity  ol  the 
parole  deiiendsou  a  strict  conipliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  cartel; 
and  when  any  other  course  is  followed  than  that  pointed  out  by  that 
instrument,  any  claim  ba>ed  upon  it  mii>t  fail.  I'aragrajih  l.io  of'oi  ,ler 
100,  which  |)rescribes  the  duties  which  a  paroled  soldier  imiy  peri.irni. 
is  ahso  to  some  extent  set  aside  by  the  cartel,  which  restrict-  the-e 
duties  to  a  nuieh  more  limited  lield  than  the  onler.  L'arauiaph  bil  is 
also  made  inoperative  l.y  the  cartel,  lieruuse  it  eouhl  unh  ap|.T\-  to  paroles 
not  given  at  the  points  desimiated  lor  deliverv:  all  su'eh  paroles  aie  li\- 
the  carte!  made  invalid,  and  the  jMrolin-  party  coahl  thereiure  have  no 
pretext  for  claiming  their  rc:  ognition.  If  .-iieh  a  I'laini  could  be  admitted. 
the  ellei't  at  Gettysbnr-  woiihl  ha\e  been  to  m\e  lo  (  .eiieral  l.ee  the 
puvilege  of  placing  Id-,  prixmers  in  our  hands,  i,,  be  delivered  to  h;m 
at<air  own  charge  at  <  ity  i'oint.  wlm-h  is  -o  m.uiilestly  aboard  that  even 
you  cannot  claim  it.     (ieiieial  Order-.  No.  l'OT,  was  i'ntended  simph    to 

"On  McCouli's  rrpi.rt  «t  XovemUei'  7,  i-i;:;.  iMiMi^Unl  in  Surios  I,  \  ol.  .X\\.  I'.iri 
ir.  ],.  S19. 

'.s,-,.  \-,,l.  V.  this  s.-ri,.s    ,,,  r.",-,_ 

•  il  r  r— series  a,  \c)L  VI 
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announce  to  tbe  army  that  the  iire,2:iilar  practice  of  paroling  small 
squads  of  men  and  individuals,  without  rolls  or  other  reliable  evidence 
of  any  kind,  which  bad  very  generally  prevailed,  must  lie  discontinued, 
and  that  thereafter  the  cartel  should  be  rigidly  adhered  to.  This 
announcement  had  been  made  tn  the  C(nitedcrate  authorities  through 
you. 

There  have  been  no  "  su<;cessive  clianues  of  purpose  in  the  matter  of 
paroles,"  as  you  assert,  nor  chaii.ucs  ot  any  kind.  cxce[it  so  far  as  to 
return  to  a  strict  observance  nf  the  cartel:  and  this  is  a  change  the 
projiriety  of  which  I  do  not  think  ynu  can  question. 

Tbe  figures  which  I  gave  yon  in  my  letter  of  Octolx  r  17  were  iH;t  given 
as  embracing  all  declared  exclianued  in  (General  Orders,  Iti.,  of  .lime  S, 
but  only  tb(jse  which  Jaeutenant  (  oldnel  Ludlow  u-ed  t'<  make  up  the 
ba'ance  due  him  after  arianging  that  decl.ir.itiou  with  yon.  It  was  tbe 
declaration  which  Lieutenant  (_'ol(ciel  I-udhnv  made  to  cover  this  balance 
that  you  cite  as  tlie  precedent  which  aiithori/ed  yon  to  announce  so 
unexpectedly  your  declarations  ol' Sc]iieHibcr  li'.  Tiie  Eightieth  Illi- 
nois, oil  men — not  400,  as  yon  say — wa-<  ai'cidi'ntally  (iniitted  from  my 
letter,  and  by  a  clerical  error  Si-ven  t  y-third  Indiana  was  written  Sev- 
enty liftli  Indiana.  Paragraphs  .">  and  (i  of  (leneraKJrders,  ll!7.coverthe 
troops  referretl  to,  and  other  paragraphs  co\ei-  the  captures  mentimieil 
by  you.  Any  discrepancy  in  numbers  declared  exchanged  a""  that  time, 
on  either  side,  is  of  little  conseiiuence.  as  up  to  the  date  of  that  order  it 
is  assumed  that  tbe  exchange  ai'i-cinnt  was  --atisfactorily  balanced, 
llespectfuilv.  \'0ur  obedient  ser\;tnt, 

8.  A.  .MEKHDITIl. 
liiiijaduy-(ii  ni  nil  a  ml   Comiiiissiuinr  /or  E.rrhanije. 


Fl.Air-OF-TRfCE    P>OAT, 
yritr    F'Tf   MniiKie,    Va.,  Xnnmhi  r   7,lSi',S. 

Ih'ig.  Gen.  Xeal  Dow  wished  mi'  lo  lay  liefure  (ieneral  Meredith  the 
following  statements  ol'  ficts  in  ie,i:ard  to  our  soldiers  at  lielle  Isle, 
which  ficts  General  Dow  had  dbtaincd  Ironi  personal  observation  and 
iu(iuiry  at  the  island  when  on  Thursday  of  this  week  he  visited  it  for 
the  jnirpose  of  distributing  the  clothing  and  blankets  which  the  Tnited 
States  Government  sent  to  the  soldiers,  lie  declares  that  the  soldiers 
on  lielle  Isle  are  sutt'ering  beyomi  cndniance.  There  are  .'>,  inu  on  the 
island,  which  is  low  antl  unhealthy.  They  have  not  lents,  into  which 
by  crowding  more  than  OTie-half  can  enter  at  all:  the  remainder  sleep 
without  on  the  bare  ground  without  sufticient  clothing  and  almost 
entirely  without  blankets.  .Man.\  lia\e  no  jiants;  many  ha\e  im  shirts; 
so  of  shoes:  and  almost  c\ciy  inili\idual  lacks  some  essential  arlicle 
of  clothing.  They  are  on  Imli'  rations,  have  no  fuel  or'  any  kiinl.  no 
soap  is  issTied  to  them:  flicy  nre  consequently  ver\-  liltiiy.  of  necessit\'. 
They  need  socks,  addirional  -upiily  ot'  l>l:nikeis  nml  clothes,  itnlos 
exchanged  soon  :  shoes,  mostly  ■>,'.',  and  lo.  Thes"  are  living  at  the  rate 
of  eight  and  ten  daily  now,  mnl  the  late  mn-r  f(>arfnll\'  incre:i>e  from 
tliis  on.  t)ne  hundred  will  die  ibnly  by  .laiiiiar}'  1.  fhe  general  sa\s 
they  ought  to  be  cNchaneeil  if  iio--ib|e,  oi'  nnmy.  many  lives  will  be 
sacrificed  and  the  health  oi  the  most  of  the  remaimUa  iiniiaiied. 

The  above  endjraces  the  -ub^taiice  of  what  (ieneral  Dow  desires  me 
to  say  to  you.  taken  froniin\   noie.;ot  his  ( imNcrsntion. 

I  wish  to  add  foi-  in\-ill.loi'  I  spiait  th  ice  da>  s  this  \\eek  in  one  of 
the  tobacco   liictories  .■■Scoit\"     with    about    Itio   inivafes  who  were 
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wniiDded  at  Cliickamauga  mostly,  and  now  nearly  recovered,  the  others 
having-  been  sent  to  Belle  Island.  I  wish  to  state  how  taey  fare.  The 
rations  are,  for  each  man,  twelve  ounces  of  bread  and  two  to  three  ounces 
of  licef  or  mutton  in  twenty-four  hours,  given  about  1  o'clock  each  day, 
and  nothing  else;  no  stoves,  no  fuel,  no  light  at  night,  no  soap.  They 
have  no  straw  or  bunks  and  very  insullicient  clothing  and  blankets;  not 
one  in  four  has  a  blanket.  They  have  very  generally  bad  colds  and  cough 
incessantly.  They  aie  not  allowed  to  purchase  anything.  What  they 
get  is  got  i)y  stealth  from  the  guard,  who  charge  them  two  or  three  price's 
for  everything  they  buy  for  them,  i  paid  •■?L  for  a  small  -ix-ouuce  loaf, 
but  they  usually  get  such  a  loaf  for  .">0  cents,  which  is  double  the  piice 
out  in  the  city  for  bread  a  little  smaller.  But  the  mcjst  of  the  pn\  ates 
were  robbed  of  their  money  and  have  to  li\"eon  their  rations.  .So  much 
for  the  private  soldier. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  what  (reiieral  T>ow  ami  the  otlicers 
generally  desired  me  to  communicate  to  you  in  relation  to  tlie  compara- 
tive treatment  they  and  the  rebel  oiiicers  in  the  Xcjrth  receive.  Fmm 
notes  of  his  cou\'ersati(m: 

We  rrci-ivH  twi'lvi- oiiuc  e.s  bread  ilnily.  one-half  i;ill  rice,  t'niir  minces  me;it.  \  iiie- 
l;:u-  atiil  salr.cnie  tallow  raiuUi-  ti>  each  nioiu  ciMit.ainiuir  from  17.5  to  I'tio  (■iiic(,-i-s. 
'I'lii-y  liirni-li  stoves  only  t'ni-  ciiokiiii;-  |iiirposes,  ami  scirri-jy  siulicieut.  W'e  lia\  r  To 
furnish  our  own  eookini;  ami  talile  utensils.  Iiave  to  do  our  own  eoo  Icing  and  n.-i-  \  i-ry 
early,  and  then  have  no  means  of  c-ookinj;  more  than  two  meals  .-i  day.  We  sl.'.'[i  on 
the  lloor  without  Ulauki-ts  exreiit  as  oiir  (ioxernnient  nirnishes  them  to  us  ,  are 
kept  iu  close  coiuinenient  in  closely  packed  rooms,  ilaik,  di-ep.  and  insiiilici.  nth- 
ventilated,  tlionnh  our  windows  Inne  no  ulass  in  them.  Now.  we  (jrotr-t  against 
the  tretitmeut  tlnir  oflieers  receive  from  our  <;o\  ernment  and  we  a>i<  that  tln-v  lie 
placed  iu  siiinhn   position  nntil  we  an<l  onr  men  are  bi-tter  treated. 

They  would  ha\'e  sent  a  jietition  signed  by  every  ofticer.  but  [thought 
it  not  safe  to  undertake  to  bring  it  through.  They  do  not  ask  onr(biv- 
ermneut  to  retaliate  ^m  the  jirivato  sohlier  in  capti\ity.  but  upon  the 
olticers. 

Let  me  add.  the  otlicers  who  return  .'^outh,  whether  tliey  esca[ie  or 
are  released,  as  the  chaiilains  recently,  almost  uniformly  misrepresent 
the  treatment  they  receive  ami  from  it  justify  the  treatment  our  olliciTS 
receive. 

Besiiectfullv, 

.roilX   ll['.s,si-;v. 

/>n'r>liltf   r.   S.   Cln-i.stuin    < ',,in iin.^:.sinii . 


l''LA(f-iiF  Trtti;    r,(i.i.r, 
yr„r    Fnrt    M„,n;„.    V,<..  \u,;,„l,rr    :.   / -; ;. 
General    Dow  innkes  tlie  rollMwinu'  sug-estion.  which,  of  I'ourse.  will 
reipiire  to  be  handled  with  the  ul  most  ca  i  e  ami  secrecy:   That  (Uir  ( iov- 
ei'ninent    send    Irni    ■'^liiO.noo   ,,t'   tlie    (Joaiederate   ciiiTeiu-y.    wlinii    he 
undeistands  onr  ( ;o\-ei  anient    has   in    its  possession,  si'aled   nplirst    in 
tin  cans  and  iiii'\'  parked  in  other  ran s  containing  iellji-s,  butter,  inolas- 
.ses,  solidilied   niiil;.  .Vc.  ami  all    sent  to  liiiii  v\;\  the   Sanitary  (  'oininis 
sioii,  or  w  ith  Its  inai  k.  with  in\-oic'e  id'  its  audit,  ami  he  w  ill  distiiimte 
said  money  anionu   the  (jriicers   at   the   rate  ot'  -^loo   to   eacdi   man    and 
gl\'e  the  <  ■oV(n-nniei!t  credit  mi  pay  roll  at  the  rate  of  s7  t,,  >i, 
ilespectfullv. 

.U)\\y    lirs.SKV. 

IhUijiltc    /'.    N.    Cl,,>^t'ii,l     <',,,inili^^siu,i. 


4'^4  prif;(1ners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Hea_D(^)UArters  Camp  of  Instruction,  East  Texas, 

year  Tyler,  Tex.,  November  7,  1863. 
Maj.  E.  P.  Turner,  Aaxistanr  Ailjutant-Gmeral : 

Major:  On  the  27tli  of  October  I  addressed  a  communication  to 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Boggs,  cbiefof  stati',  Deiiartment  of  Trans-Mississippi, 
relative  to  the  |iiisoners  of  war  now  confined  at  this  camp.  General 
LJoggs  returned  said  cominuuicatioii  and  directed  me  to  make  the 
report  to  your  headf[uarters,  hence  my  object  in  writing.  I  have  now 
at  this  camp  over  500  prisoners,  most  of  whom  are  perfectly  destitute 
of  clothing  or  shoes.  1  have  made  several  attempts  to  procure  lumber 
to  build  barracks  for  them  from  the  post  iiuartermascer,  but  have  so 
far  failed.  The  prisoners  are  now  lying  imt.  without  any  blankets,  in 
the  open  air.  The  guard  I  have  is  insufticient  for  the  number  of  pris 
oners,  it  only  being  one  company  of  militia,  numbering  (from  this 
morning's  report)  seventy-one  men  tor  duty.  Not  being  furnished  with 
wood  sufficient,  I  am  bound  to  make  details  to  guard  the  prisoners 
when  they  are  cutting  their  own  wood.  I  have  but  oue  commissioneil 
otticeron  duty  with  me,  Lieutenant  <  )cbiltree,  of  the  K'egular  Army,  who 
is  at  present  acting  adjutant  of  the  camp.  1  would  also  state  that 
while  Capt.  S.  31.  Warner  was  commandant  of  this  camp  he  issued  an 
order  reciuiring  all  prisoners  of  war  to  turn  over  what  money  they  had 
in  their  [lossessiou  to  Capt.  -J.  Q.  St.  Clair,  acting  assistant  ipiarter- 
master  for  this  cauip,  subject  to  their  order  in  small  sums,  when  it  met 
the  approval  of  the  commanding  ollicer  of  the  camp.  Some  of  the 
mone.y  thus  turned  over  is  greenbacks,  tlie  remainder  Confetlerate.  1 
would  simply  ask  if  1  should  approve  their  orders  for  greenbacks. 

^lajor,  by  giving  the  foregoing  \  our  immediate  attention  fas  1  will 
await  instructions)  you  will  greatly  oblige  me.  Please  state  whether  I 
shall  make  requisition  to  quaitermaster  for  shoes  and  blaidcets  for  the 
prisoners.  I  should  like  much  indeed  for  Capt.  .1.  C.  Kirby,  assistant 
quartermaster,  Tyler.  Tex.,  to  treat  my  reiiuisitious  for  lumber,  straw, 
&c.,  with  resi)ect. 

I  have  the  liouor  to  be,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

TlfOS.   F.  TUCKER, 

Major,  Coinmandiiii/  Camp. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  yovembcr  >',  lS6o'. 
.Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  IIitciicock:, 

CiimmissioHer  of  E.rehanije,   WnshiiKjion,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  General  Lee  be  removed 
from  this  fort  tn  .lnhnson's  Island  or  to  some  point  where  he  will  not  be 
liiini/.ed  as  he  is  here. 

No  pri>oner  ot'  ours,  whatever  his  rank,  receives  such  treatment  in 
Kicliiniiud. 

1  am,  general,  \erv  i espcctfuUv.  vonr  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEUEDLTII, 
l:riij(ullt'i  -<h.  iicral  and  i'diiuni.ssioner  for  Exvluimje. 


Washington,  Xorcmber  TO,  f<6o. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  ('oinniinmnnjacneral  of  Fri.'ioncrs : 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  wishes  General  Lee  removed  from  Fort 
Monroe. 
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I  wdiihl  recomiiieml  that  he  be  sent  to  .Tnhnsoirs  Ishiiul,  where  he  can 
be  jtlaced  on  a  looting  with  other  prisoners  of  war  on  that  island,  and 
it  the  Government  orders  the  rebel  ollieers  to  be  subjected  to  special 
treatment  correspoudin»-  to  that  which  the  rebels  extend  to  Union 
prisoners  in  Richmond  prisons  General  Lee  will  be  in  a  ri<rht  position 
for  sliarint;  it. 

Kespectfnllv.  >S;c.. 

v..  A.   HITCHCOCK, 

Mil),   (iiii.iif    \'iil.s..    ('tiiiiniixsiiiiirr  for    il.rrli<uiije   of  I'risiDirrs. 


l.imiY  Prison,  Xorriiil„r  s,  7>y;.;. 
(,"olonel  Orr.n.  Co)iun!sfiini}rr  of  H.rchiuii/c : 

CoLuNKL:  I  lia\c  recei'-inl  a  second  consijinineiit  of  blankets  and 
clotliLug  from  my  Government  for  our  soldiers  prisoners  here. 

VVlien  [  distriliuted  the  last  consig-nment  1  was  not  pi-rmitted  tn  take 
any  ol'licers  with  me  as  assistants,  consequently  the  laluir  was  heavy 
and  the  work  was  not  so  satisfactorily  accompli.shed. 

1  have  rea.-ou  to  think  that  nniny  thin.^s  have  not  bi'en  accoiuiti'd  for. 

I  wisli  very  nnich  to  take  with  me  in  distributing'  tlje  clothing',  \c., 
now  on  hand  about  six  ollicers  as  assistants.  Two  of  them  <'a[)tains 
and  lour  lieutenants,  all  aciiuainted  with  the  business,  all,  if  wisiied,  on 
their  iiarole  lor  the  time. 

I  ho|)e  this  may  l)e  aerm-ded  to  me. 

I  wish  to  call  \our  attention  to  the  con<litiou  of  tlu>  prisoners  on  r.clle 
Isle. 

Many  of  tln'in,  about  one  half  I  am  told,  liave  no  shelter,  I  hav<> 

not  <ullieient  food;  have  no  soap,  and,  in  short,  are  in  a  most  wiett'hed 
condition,  siirfering  very  much  every  way. 

1  entreat  you  to  see  that  their  comlition  is  improveil  >o  fir  ,is  ir  may 
lie  in  your  power. 

I  am  informed  that  tlii're  are  considei'able  hills  of  expense  on  the 
goods  rei'ei\-eil  for  the  pri-oiiers  and  have  been  called  on  for  payrnrnf. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  there  should  be  rharges  in  such  a  case. 

The  inclosed  in)tc  *  was  handed  to  me  al    Helle  Isle. 

I  hope  you  will  consitler  fivoralily  the  case  of  the  writer. 
llespeetfuUy, 

Nb.Al.   1H)\V, 
r.riijtolii  r  in  II,  ml.   /'.  S.  Ai  niij. 


Wai:  Depai;  r^iEXT,   W^isliiiojioi,.  X,<r,  mlin-  '•.  /s/;;. 
>rai.(;en.   !•:.  a.   IIitchcock,  Cnminissinn,  ,■  .,/  A',, r/,, ,,/<--■. • 

(iKNERAL:  Von  will  ple.isc  rcpori  \vli,it  measures  >o,i  have  iaken  to 
ascertain  the  treatment  of  United  ."^tares  piisoneo  li.\  the  i-el.eU  at 
b'ichmoinl,  and  you  aie  directed  to  tal-.e  mea-nres  inr  jiiciavclv'  sinn'lar 
treatment  toward  all  the  prisoner^  iield  bv  tiie  rnited  .'State-,  in 
respect  in  lood.  clotliing,  mecliiail  treatmeni.  and  uther  i  eie>-arie>. 
Ver\  resiiecttulU',  v<iur  oheclien;  -eivant, 

I'lDWlN    M.  .STANTON, 

Sirrrtiinj  III'    \Vin\ 

'N..t  iMiui.l. 
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Washington  City,  D.  C  Xorember  .'^  1863. 
Hon.   Kdwin  M.  bTANTON,  Sevrctii !■[/  of  Wur : 

S[R:  In  obedieuie  to  your  orders  of  this  date,  just  received,  I  have 
the  houor  to  report  that  on  the  oth  instant  I  directed  General  -Alere 
ditli  to  '-represent  to  Mr.  Oukl  the  suffering-  condition  of  our  peojile  in 
Kicliiuoud  prisons,  according  to  universal  testimouy,  as  beyond  all 
parallel  in  the  history  of  war."  and  1  added; 

It  moves  thi'  iiidii;n:itii)ii  ,,(  our  peopli-  iiguiust  the  authiirities  iu  Ivic  hmonil  whu 
CMllllelKilK-e  III   pelllilt  it. 

Two  days  afterward,  the  7th  instant,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  General 
^Meredith  in  the  lollnwing  words: 

Vnii  will  please  t:M  iipou  >[r.  ijulil  f'>v  a  statement  nf  the  latimi  is-ued  to  Feiler.il 
prisoiiei-s  .if  war  in  the  South,  aud  iufoim  him  that  his  lepmt  ni- statement  ou  the 
sMlijeut  will  be  considered  aud  respected  when  the  question  of  let.iliatioH  shall  be 
loiced  upon  the  notice  of  the  Fcdeial  authoLitii-s;  aud  int'uiin  him  that  if  he  omits 
tu  fuinish  the  statement  rei|uested.  we  -hall  feel  ol.iliged  to  use  the  liest  information 
on  the  subject  within  our  reach,  and  fully  Justilied  in  so  doing. 

'\^"itli  respect  to  that  part  of  your  instructions  reijiiiring-  me  to  sub- 
ject rebel  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  treatment  similar  to  that  which  our 
men  receive  in  rebel  prisons.  I  would  respectfully  represent  tlurt  if  the 
treatment  of  our  people  in  Eichmond  prisons  is  .such  as  rumor  repre- 
sents, it  would  result  in  au  ujirising  of  the  prisoners  against  tlieir 
guards  at  Gamps  .Mortou  and  Chase,  and  most  likely  at  other  plat^es 
where  the  means  of  secuiity  are  ^"ery  sleiuler.  Human  nature  would 
not  endure  such  treatment  under  an  ordinary  system  of  guards,  and 
the  prisoners  ought  either  to  be  put  under  lock  and  key  (as  iu  [leniteu- 
tiaries)  or  on  islands  under  the  control  ot  fortiriud  batteries. 

X^'lien  [  hear  from  General  ^Meredith.in  answer  to  my  instrnctiuns  as 
stated  above,  t  shall  report  the  result,  anil  will  then  beg  leave  toreciuest 
your  I'ui'ther  urdcis  on  the  subjei-t. 

[  ha\-e  till-  hnniir  to  be,  verv  respectfullv.  vour  nbedient  servant, 

K.  a.'ihtcik.'ock:, 

Miij.  Inn.  nf    Vnls.  mill  rniinnissiniin-  fnr    K.rrlinnijc  «f  I'ri.'ioiiir.i. 


Olflf'E    C(n[MISS  vr;\ -(iKNEIIAL    Of    I'RlSii.NEUS. 

Wiisliintjinii,  l>.  ('.,  Xiirenihrr  ,'',  isv;. 

I'.ri-.    <;.M1.    S.    A.    -MEUKDiTH. 

Ci.iiniiissHiii,  r  Jnf    I'.xi-liinif!!-  of  I'lisomis.  Fort    Monrnr.    Tw.  .• 

(iEXEUAL:  1ti  ii'iily  t(i  rhc  -e\eral  letters  cif  Mr.  Oiihl.  rcfcrnii  by 
you  nil  the  •'id  instant.  1  ha\e  tlie  honor  to  g'i\e  \ou  the  fiilhiwing 
inlormatinn  : 

M\-  reiily  tu  Aif.  i  MTJd's  inipury  relative  to  Major-l  Iciieial  Trimble 
was  intended  o<  oe  \i-r.\'  c\|ilic-it  and  tUll.  and  to  roueeal  nothing.  I 
stand  III'  \^.is  ill  I'.  S.  hospital.  Newton  rniversity.  Baltimore,  and 
that  coNcn-d  tin-  w  liolr  ras.'.  I  exj'ected  it  to  be  understood  that  his 
ticat!:i':'nt  was  tin-  same  as  that  of  any  other  patient  in  the  hospital. 
gi\  inu  line  ronsiilera.rion  to  his  rank,  and  I  did  not  thiidc  it  necessary 
to  say  how  hi-  \\as  nut  ticated:  but  that  -Mr.  Oultl  may  have  no  doubt 
on  the  siilijiTr.  I  hog  you  vvill  in  for  in  him  that  (ieneral  Trimble  lias  been 
at  all  times  tiiMrcd  with  all  the  consideration  due  to  his  rank  and  his 
)iosiiiou  as  a  luisoarr  of  war.  lie  is  now  at  .Tohnson's  Island,  where 
lie  i('cei\Ts  riio  same  trratnn'Ut  as  otln-r  general  oftieeis  in  eoiiHnement 
at  that  place.      If  (ieneral  Trimble  had  received  but  a  small  jiart  of  the 
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barsli  treatment  and  sliameful  indignities  whieli  were  heaped  upon 
tieueials  I'rinee.  (iraliani,  and  others  wlnle  th(^y  were  prisoners  of  war 
at  Kichiiioml.  .Mr.  Ould  wonhl  have  abundant  eau>e  Inr  his  complaint. 

-Mr.  Ouhl  in(|uire-i  for  Alfred  Stanly,  who  Ik;  states  is  said  to  be  in 
the  common  jail  at  Washingtou,  N.  C,  and  I  reply  that  I  have  no  record 
of  Alfred  Stanly  or  any  other  prisoner  at  Washiiijjton,  N.  C  Mr. 
<  »nld  ^apposes  it  is  known  whetlier  Mr.  Stanly  is  in  conlinement  or 
not.  the  placi'  of  lontinement  beinji'  a  matter  of  little  cousei|iieuce;  but 
he  is  i|uite  ini-taki  II  in  this,  because  he  does  not  seem  to  know,  nor  do  I 
knMW,  uhetlier  Mr.  Stanly  is  a  [irisoneror  not.  Alter  a  careful  exami- 
nation ol  the  records  his  name  cannot  be  found,  and  yet  it  is  [lossible  he 
may  lie  in  some  one  of  the  prisons.  It  is  no  trit1in,i;-  labor  to  search  the 
mil's  of  the  past  two  years  to  Hud  the  name  of  a  pri-oner  when  nothing- 
is  -iveii  to  uuiile  iMie  in  the  search.  If  Mr.  Ould  will  give  me  some  of 
tiiT  paiticuTar- "f  when  and  where  I  c  was  ai  i  ested.  and  by  whom,  I 
will  lie  vriy  ulad  to  have  aimther  e\a.. dilation  made,  and  if  he  is  not 
idUiid  It  will  iitit  be  for  want  of  proper  eltoit. 

1  have  irceiveil  uo  report  of  the  raiiture  of  Acting  Master  Oavid 
Xich.ils  and  M'\cntecii  eiili-ted  men.  taken  off  the  .Mississip[)i  Pa.s.ses 
ill  a  i;.  S.  \rssel  uhnh  tliev  had  ca|itiired.  As  mhci  as  I  can  get  the 
iirces-iiy  iiilDiiiiation.  I  will  answer  Mr.  Oitld's  iiii|niries  on  this  jjoint. 
Lieut.  Cni.  \V.  ,1.  (Ireeii  was  captured  at  Smirlisliurg  July  -t,  ISii.'j,  nut 
Isi'iJ,  and  lie  has  theiefme  not  been  exdiaiiued.  ('apt.  J.  W.  dohnson, 
luiw  at  .l'iliii-,oii's  Island,  was  lii-t  leporteil  to  this  oflire  iVom  Saint 
l.iaiis  on  the  ilth  of  September,  winch  was  siibscipieiit  to  the  time 
w  hen  all  exchanged  ollicei's  and  iiieii  at  Saint  Louis  were  urdercd  to  be 
'oiw aided  to  City  I'oint.  His  exchange  is  covei'cil  by  General  Order.s, 
No.  in.  current  series,  and  he  will  be  discharged  immediately.  Lieut. 
II.  P..  Cariiett  was  (inb-red  from  .lohuson's  Lslaiid  to  City  I'oint  on  the 
_'. :d  (if  .Inly  last,  but  through  some  misunderstanding  he  and  others  with 
hiiii  were  sent  back  tVoin  Ldrrress  MiMirne  to  I'oit  .Midlenry.  (>ii  the 
1  L'tli  ot'  August  he  was  auain  onlereil  to  ( 'ity  I'oint,  and  if  \\t'  is  now  at 
I'oit  N'ortolk  he  -lioiild  be  sent  fuiward  iiiiineiliarel v.  I  rhiiik',  how- 
e\er,  ir  will  \'f  t'oiind  tiiat  he  is  not  rliere.  and  that  the  ermr  is  in  his 
name  Inning  lieeii  i>laced  on  the  list  of  oiliccrs  -Mil  in  our  liaiids. 

Particular  [laiiis  have  Inaetolijie  liecii  taken  to  insure  that  all 
I'Xrhaiiued  prisoners  ol' war  should  be  proniptl>- toiw  aided  for  deliveiy, 
liie  (Uib.Ms  siiccilying  that  rangers.  giierril!as.  ^c..  wiae  to  be  imduded, 
and  wliciie\  er  tliei  e  has  been  aii\  tail  lire  it  has  i;row  n  out  of  some  mis- 
iiiider>taniling  of  oi  deis.  whaii  has  been  rrctiiiid  a-  soon  as  discovered. 
Mr.  ( )nid  s;iral;s  of  iiiaii>  oilicer-  w  ho  aii'  -fill  held  by  us.  and  of  many 
iiiinili.-ds  of  men  wliohaxi'  been  derlareu  exclianued  now  in  contine- 
iiient.  esperiaily  at  Saint  Louis,  and  at  some  t'utnre  time  he  iiroposes  to 
Id  rni-h  the  names  of  such  , IS  Ira  \  c  been  io|,iu'rcd  to  In  in.  Ir  w  ould  ha\-e 
b.'tter  -er\ed  the  interest  (d'  rliosc  in  wlio-e  behalf  he  speaks,  and 
iia\-e  been  niueh  more  s;iti>racror>-  to  me.  if  he  had  liirinshed  -.oine  of 
tlie  nniu'-.  or  -onie  other  leli.ibU-  luoot'.  I.ctore  he  ventured  to  imdce  a 
-r.iii-nient  lor  winch  I  ln-lie-.  e  :hei  e  is  no  real  roniniat  loii.  Thm-e  are 
pioijalil\"  now  in  oiir  hands  ( 'onlnlerate  oi'iirers  and  men  who  have  not 
\  ct  been  1 1 'ported  fo  this  oiliee.  lint  I  he  lolls  will  be  sent  in.  and  at  the 
end  of  this  nioiith  1  propi,-e  to  furiii--ii  \on  w  ii  ii  a  li-l  ot'  all  ollicers  held 
by  n-  inu  In-reroi'ore  repoiiod.  'I'liis  i-  in  Inilillmen t  of  rhe  proposition 
1  made  some  rime  a-o  to  exchange  -nch  lists  with  .Mr.  <  )nld  liomtime 
to  time,  and  I  \iAvr  no  doiilit  he  will  iie  ^lad  to  rci  ipiocato  the  courtesy. 
I  shall  also  have  pre[)arcd  a  list  ol  the-  deaths  lu  our  hosjutals  U|)  to  the 
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1st  of  December,  a.s  far  as  reports  are  received,  which  ^vi^  be  forwarded 
to  you  ill  the  hope  of  receiving  a  similar  one  in  return  from  Mr.  Ould. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Cn'oiu'l   Third  Iii/untnj  and  Commismry-General  of  Prisoners. 


OFViry.  ('ommissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I>.  ("..  Xorember  0,  ISfio. 
V>v\ix.  den.  S.  A.  .Meredith. 

Coiinnissiiiner  for  the  E.iclianr/e  nf  Prisoners,  Fort  2lonroe,  Va.: 
(iENEiJAL:  Your  reference  of  a  note  of  Captain  Tyler  of  October  S, 
indorsed  by  Mr.  Ould  October  30,  making  iminiry  as  to  I'easons  of  Cap- 
tain Tyler's  clo.se  cuntineiuent,  is  received,  and  I  have  to  say  that 
Captain  Tyler  is  in  error  in  his  reference  to  Captain  Winder  as  having 
been  held  as  a  hostage  for  Captains  Sawyer  and  Flinn.  We  hold  no 
pi  isoners  of  war  l)y  the  name  and  rank  referred  to.  Captain  Tyler, 
instead  of  VVinder.  was  placed  in  close  confinement  at  the  Old  Capitol 
b\'  order  of  the  Cei;eia!-in-Chief  when  General  Lee  was  likewise  so  con- 
lined  at  Fort  .^[onroe.  I  find  upon  inquiry  of  the  commissioner  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoncis  that  you  iia\-e  been  informed  that  Captain  Sawyer 
bad  been  iilared  on  a  footing  with  other  prisoners  in  Richmond,  but 
nothing  was  said  by  yiv.  Ould  of  Ca[)tain  Flinn:  upon  which  you  were 
direited  to  jilace  Ccneral  I.ee  on  the  .same  footing  with  Captain  Sawyer, 
so  far  as  you  had  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject,  and  now  [ 
understand  that  Captain  Tyler  will  tie  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
that  of  Captain  [''111111.  I  will  thank  you.  theietore.  to  make  inquiry  of 
Mr.  Ould  nil  this  iioint.  but  with  the  understanding  that  if  Captains  S. 
and  F.  have  been  ]ilaccd  on  a  footinu-  of  other  prisoners  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  were  riosely  conlined  have  been  abandoned;  otiicrwise 
they  may  be  rccontiuiMl  or  others  ina\  be  closely  confined  in  their  stead. 
Ask  .Mr.  ()nld  in  writing  and  obtain  his  answer  in  writing)  whether 
the(|uestions  involved  in  tlie  close  conlinetuent  of  Captains  Flinn  and 
Sawyer  are  to  be  considered  as  detinitely  settled,  so  that  they  will  be 
treated  in  all  respects  as  ordinary  prisoiieis  of  war,  and  no  others 
closely  eonfined  on  the  same  ground  uiiou  which  they  were  placed  in 
close  coniinemcnt. 

N'er\'  respectl'ulh',  vour  obeilient  servant. 

W.   rfOFF^FAN, 
CdliiU'l  Third  In/fuitnj  and  ('nmntissary  (lentrol  of  Prisoners. 


OFl'ti'i:    CmMMLSSART-CiENERAL    (IF    Prtsonees, 

\V(tsliiiiijti<n.  1>.  C.  Xarinitivr  H,  isiiS. 
Pri-.  Cell.  S.   .\..   AlF.nElMTU, 

L'nmntixsioitrr  I'nr  Exiludniv  if  I'rixnnera.  Fart  Monroe,  Va.: 
(iENi.KAL:  As  you  may  wish  to  lefer  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  Ould  to 
which  1  have  replied,  in  luy  letter  of  this  vlate.  I  inclose  them  herewith. 
\o\i  are  at  liberty  to  send  my  letter  to  Mr.  Ould  as  an  answer  to  his 
iiHluiries,  if  you  think  proper.  1  have  some  of  his  papers  yet  to  be 
rei>licd  to. 

\'eiy  lesiieeftuUy,  vour  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
L'lilunil  Tliird  Infantry  luid  Cdnnnissorij-General  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  Cci-MMiss.vuvCii.NERAL  of  ri;is(jjJF:Rt;, 

\V(isliiiiiit(}ii,  I),  r.,  Xiirniihrr  .7,  ISHo. 
Brig.  (;en.  G.  Marston, 

Cimmandinn  Vrpot  Frisdiiers  of  ]\  ur.  i;,int  Lonkmif.  Md. : 
General:  Your  letter  of  tlie  (itk  in.^taiit,  reportino-  \\w  cxisteiu-i-  of 
.'-(•iirvy  amoim-  the  prisoners,  ami  snggestins  that  vegetables  be  i)iir- 
cliiiscil  for  rliein.  is  received,  and  in  vei'ly  I  lieg  to  .-ay  that  it  will  be 
]Hdpi'r  to  purchase  sueli  vegetables  as  may  be  required,  to  be  paid  lor 
(lilt  of  the  prisoners'  fund.  I'.ythe  use  of  vegetables  the  saving  ..f  other 
paits  of  the  ration  will  be  increased,  so  tli.it  the  cost  will  be  to  smne 
extent  refunded:  but  this  is  not  a  matfrial  eonsideratiini.  As  the 
pri.-oners  are  Ixnintifully  supplied  with  ]>riivi-i"iis.  I  do  nut  think  it 
well  to  jierniit  theni  to  receive  lioxrs  ,.|' cutabh'S  Ironi  their  frieuds,  and 
1  snuL:c-t  you  have  them  informed  tluit  such  articles  will  not  hercaltcr 
be  ih-Hvered.  1  have  granted  some  pernu>sions  tor  these  things,  bia 
hercatter  I  will  sny  it  is  against  onlers. 

\erv  rcspeetfulh'.  Nour  obedient  -eivant. 

'     ^  W.   IKiFl'MAX, 

Cdinul    Third   [iifdiitni   ,i,id    Cnutniissin-iitltuc'il   iif  Vns,nt,  vs. 


<)i-FiiK  ('(iMMi.-sAi;\C'.i:xKi;  u.  ni-   l'i;[sMXKi;s. 

WiishiiHjtn,,.  Ik  C.  \.-r,  iii'.rr  •'.  ]-'.:. 
!',!  i".  <;en    <1.  .AlAi;srn,\. 

Cunn,uind;i,,j  Drpnl  I'ris.tn,  y^  ,,/  W'if.  P.'Ult  I.nolnnt.  MJ.: 
(  .i-',X'i:i;aL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inl'orm  >  on  iliat  I.^oo  pri.-oners  of 
WAV  will  be  forwarded  from  this  ciiy  to  I'.iiut  Lookout  to  da>-.  ami  le>t 
vi'ii  m:iy  have  a  deliciency  ol  face  to  ^nard  tliem.  \  oii  ;ir(.'  aathoii/ed 
ro  detain  flu' i-omniand  which  aceompnnies  tlicin  until  tlaar  place  can 
be  -applieil  by  a  peiiiiaiient  ailditioii  io  your  comimiiid.  Please  advise 
me  bs-  return  of  iio.it  wiii'tlier  you  will  I'eiiime  mliiit  ioii.il  guard,  iind 
wliiif  number  of  piixiner-  you  li::\e.  oend  ;i  roll  of  tliis  partN"  as  soou 
as  praericable.  Not  knowing  wlldher  ;,  oii  !i;i\(>  :iii\-  -ii:ire  tents.  1  li:i\-e 
reipiested  the  clothiii-  dep.irt rm  lit  to  -end  b\-  the  boat  tent-  for 
:;,o(l(i  men. 

\  ei\-  respeetfnlh  .  \oiir  olii-dnnit  -er\';int. 

\V.   lion 'MAX, 

Cuh.inl      TInid     llihlillni    aiul     (  ■.nn  ni  ,ss,l ,  ll    « I  ■  ,h  ,,l  I    ol     I '  li  snil  rlS. 


I  •mui  F.  ( 'iniMi->  \i;', -Cf.x]  i;ai,  I'l'    Pi;iS(.\i:i;s, 

WiUsSinnrnii.    IK   C.    \nr,  iiihrr    'i.   l>i::. 

Col.  ('.  \'.  m,  !, AX'i). 

I\,illlll'liniul.l    I    ,11,111    Ihuiiji.ls.    (',;,    ,,■,,.    /,'/.. ■ 

y'<,\.i<:\V.l.:  I  havi'  tin'  honor  CO  ;i.kii..v,  !i-(!u-  til,,  n-eeipr  ot'  >(iii:'  ri'oort 
ol  tiie  :'.d  iiistanr  on  the  condition  o|'  i  ;im]>  !  toi;.;:!;is.  ,ind  1  ;im  plen.-ed 
to  learn  th.it  tin' delicienea.s  hei-etolore  .■\i,--tiiig  :ire  ajipi  i-ciate<|.  and 
that  all  proper  -ti'ps  are  being  taken  to  'oring  about  the  lelorms  so  much 
needed.  lam  a\\ari'  that  N'oil  iiave  been  en  ba  1 1  ,i-se(i  by  the  dil;;  pioaled 
condition  ol'  :he  l,ai.ack.s.  fence-.  ,ind  otl.er  parts  .a'  .he  cmip,  a-  Weil 
a.-  the  inaii\"  other  tiiiiig<  rei|iiiiing  yoni-  personal  attention  ,it  the  time 
you  took  command  :  lait  now  rhat  ino-r  ot  rlie-e  c,  •■!-  have  been  rem- 
edied, or  aie  in  the  way  to  l.|.  \er\  soon,  .ind  \'oiii  tone  has  been  mate 
rially  iiua'eased.  1  hope  your  eihat-  to  laing  almiit  a  ccjuiinendablc  state 


400  PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,   ETC. 

ofiliscipline  iincl  gnod  order  iu  the  camp  iu  every  braiicli  nfthe  service 
will  l)e  attended  with  immediate  and  comijlete  success. 

The  Fanner  boilers  are  in  use  iu  several  camps  under  ray  charge  aud 
are  found  to  be  the  most  convenient  mode  of  cooking',  and  if  they  have 
failed  at  Camp  Douglas  it  is  because  those  who  used  them  did  not  want 
to  succeed.  A  sixty  gallon  boiler,  which  will  cost  ^'2J  to  So'',  will  cook 
f(ir  ll'U  mcu,  with  a  very  small  supply  of  wood,  and  there  can  be  no 
plan  so  cheap.  iJy  this  mode  the  cookiug  is  all  done  alike,  at  the  same 
time,  and  by  two  or  tlnee  men,  while  by  your  plan  the  very  thing  1 
wished  to  avoid  is  encouraged,  viz.  tiie  use  of  camp  kettles,  pots,  fry- 
ing-pans, &c.,  aud  the  preseuce-at  the  ran.uenf  a  crowd  of  men  cooking 
fur  themselves. 

The  contractors,  I  know,  are  very  willinu-  to  furnish  o\ens  to  bake 
corn  bread  in  because  it  adds  very  largely  to  their  [)rotits,  but  I  do  not 
wish  this  practice  to  be  contiiuieii.  When  prisoners  of  war  were  at 
Camp  Dou.^las  a  year  ago  I  failed  to  ha\-e  my  orders  iu  relation  to  the 
mode  of  cooking  and  saving  rations  obeyed,  and  in  consequence,  instead 
of  having  a  fund  of  ^^  10,(100  to  ■■:^L;(),0oo,''there  was  81.000  collected,  aud 
niiw  r  must  insist  that  my  instructions  shall  be  strictly  carried  out. 
Viiu  will  make  your  issues  of  lations  according  to  the  scale  I  have  fur- 
nished you.  and  the  balance  will  make  up  the  i)risoners'  fund.  With 
this  you  will  furnish  Farmer's  boilers,  [lutting  a  few  iu  use  at  a  time. 
The  sixty-gallon  size  I  think  has  been  found  to  be  most  convenient, 
but  you  may  lind  it  advantageous  to  have  some  of  smaller  size.  Take 
away  all  otlu-r  cookiug  utensils,  aud  then  there  will  be  no  failure  to 
cook  with  the  boilers.  For  your  bread,  make  a  contract  with  a  baker 
in  Chicago  to  take  twenty  oumes  of  tiour  and  return  you  eighteen 
ounces  of  bread,  by  which  you  will  sa\'e  two  ounces  ou  each  ratuin. 
Put  the  ovciis  iu  order  as  soon  as  you  can,  employ  a  good  baker  at  87.j 
to  -8  I  10  a  month,  and  derail  tliri_'e(n-  four  assistants  from  your  cotuujand, 
and  some  iirisoueis.  allowing  them  extra  i)ay,  and  you  will  nuike  a 
saving  of  ^'JOO  or  .8".oo  a  month.  Once  or  twice  a  week  you  can  permit 
the  baker  to  furnisli  corn  bread  iu  place  of  wheat  bread,  and  wheu  your 
ovens  arc  iu  repair  you  can  bake  it  yourself.  The  contractors  must  not 
hi'  roiisultcd  on  this  subject,  nor  must  they  be  permitted  to  offer  any 
ad\ice.  I  depend  on  you,  cohuud,  to  lint  my  plans  into  successtul 
o[iera;ioii.  If  there  is  any  obstacle  iu  the  way.  which  I  do  not  antici- 
\mU\  reiioi  t  to  me  at  oiice. 

Wuv  respectfullv.  \our  obedient  ser\ant, 

w.  h()ffma:s", 

('oldiitl    Third   litjiinlrij  mid   t'ltniiitisnLiry-Geiwrul  of  Frisontrs. 


On  ici;  ( 'o^imissauv-Ceneral  of  Prisoners, 

IWislihiiitdii,  1).  ('.,  Xort'iiibtr  U,  ISh'-!. 
Lieut.  Col.  \V.  S.  i'[]OU>()N. 

V'liii iiKntdiiKj  [irfnf  I' fi -^n )ii  fK  III'  W'lir.  Siiiid II nk ij ,  Ohio: 
Coi.oM.L:  ^'oul■  letter  of  the  .Wst  ultimo,  w  itli  the  inclosed  letter  of 
.Major  Sii.\ill,  liafeii  ;  iie  Isr  iiistaut,  was  received  ou  the  iJth,  'fhe 
last  tliree  or  fdui'  liues  lU  y(uir  letter  exi)ress  a  very  c(uumeudali!e 
determinatiou.  A-  t"  -a  hat  is  eoutained  in  the  rest  of  the  lettei',  there 
is\ery  little  that  me.i--  \ny  \iews.  The  N'avy  LJepartment  does  not 
auticipate  that  there  w  ill  !ii'  any  lu'i-essity  for  the  Michigan  to  leave  her 
hioin-iugs  iH-ar  tlic  island  during  the  winter,  and  if  there  be  none,  all 
your  argumeuts  based  on  her  removal  ilo  uot  a|iply  to  the  case.  Y'ou 
apparently  L;ivi.'  yiuir  own  impres>inu  or'  what  the  steamer  can  do  with- 
out having  consulted  her  commauiler  as  to  what  can  be  done.     It  occurs 
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tometbat  if  the  blockading  fleet,  even  the  monitors,  can  lie  off  ('Itailes- 
tou  in  a  norther,  tlie  Micbig-aii  will  have  no  ditiiculty  in  lying  in  any 
part  of  the  landlocked  bay  of  Saudusky.  Yon  .seem  to  have  overlooked 
that  part  of  luy  letter  which  directs  you  to  confer  with  Captain  ( 'arter 
and  arrange  ^fith  him  for  the  secure  guarding  of  the  prisoners.  WIumi 
I  am  informed  by  the  Xavy  Department  that  the  .Michigan  canmit  lie 
during  the  winter  where  she  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  [  shall  ask  fn- 
an  additional  force  to  guard  the  prisoners. 

Vou  speak  of  the  arduous  siM\'icfS  of  your  command.  If  you  put  one 
comi)any  with  its  oftlceis  mi  guard  every  day,  it  woidd  only  be  light 
garrison  duty,  and  to  unike  this  duty  lighter  cannot  be  urged  as  a 
good  reason  for  increasing  the  guard.  I  have  no  more  contidence  in 
the  rc[)orts  of  revolt  you  hear  this  year  than  I  have  of  sinular  reports 
made  to  you  last  year.  Then  their  linpf  of  success  depended  lui  aid 
from  the"  outside,  and  the  addition  of  a  very  iufeiior  comiuiny  to  the 
guard  seemed  to  render  the  attempt  hopeless.  Vmir  suggestimi  that 
after  crossing  to  the  nuiinland  the  escaped  prisoners  will  be  within  two 
days'  UKUcb'of  Detroit  Kiver  and  Canada  is  hardly  well  founded.  It 
is  at  least  fifty  nules  tn  rlie  nearest  point  on  the  .Mauinee  where  they 
could  cross  it,  and  unle-s  tln-y  take  tin'  hmhinad  through  a  swampy 
country,  and  from  that  ri\er  to  the  nearest  |)oiut  on  the  Detroit  i;i\  er, 
it  is  at  least  twenty  mile>  t'artlier,  making  sevent)-  miles,  and  it  is  rpiite 
inipiissible  tor  any  set  nf  men,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
prisoners  woidd  lie  plaei»d,  to  nudie  that  distance  through  such  a  conn 
try  iu  the  winter  time,  when  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow,  in  two 
days.  I  doubt  if  one Courth  of  them  cmdd  njake  that  journey  without 
assistance  if  yim  uere  to  invite  them  to  go.  Is  there  any  possibility 
of  their  nmking  the  atremi)t  when  they  are  sure  to  meet  enemies  at 
every  step  nf  the  way  .' 

^"eiy  respectfully,  your  nbedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN. 
('(iliiiirl    Tiiird    hii'itntfij  mill   ('()iiniii.ss(iri/-(ifiirriil  iil'  rrisoiici-x. 


Df;i'iir   PinsoXERs  i<v  W  \\i. 
Xriir   Siiii'liisi.ii,  Ohio.  Xni-tuilnr    'i,  l-i.  ;. 
<'(il.  \\"ir.i.iA".r  lliiiF-\[AX, 

(•,>„i,„,s.^,iri/l,nni.il   o/  l'fis,,i,r,^,    W nshi iiijtn,, .    /).   C.: 
<'mL<iXEL:    1    am    in    rereiiit    of  llie    within    t'nun    lieadi|narteis   ('iii- 
i-\  iiiiati : 

Lifiit.-iiaut-L'dlimrl  ,-iiiith.  nnlitarv  ■  onniKiinliT.  Iirrrnir,  t.4eL;i-a[ilis  th:it  U,-  li.is 
n.isuu  r.)  li.-lieve  rh.it  vmi  liiu  .iii-vs  ,l;r.  s  n,  attack  will  i..-  lu.i.l.'  .n.en  .lel,i:-ou\ 
l-lauil  to  lelrase  ih'i^mii,  !-.  an'l  rliar  ,i  lin.a  tu-  that  |mr|Mi~i-  Iu,  li..-ii  |,iir.li:i>.-d  iC 
Mmitreal.  iVc.  ( 'oiiuii.ini.  itt-  a  uii  L'.ilontji  >iiutli  ami  Urcii  tiir,-.t;  in  aibpiailer-- 
IK.st.-il.      Ackuowl.-.!-,-  .[.t 

Bv  ciiLiiiiumii  ot'  l;i-ii;-iiliei-i  ,L-iiri\il  C.i^-. 

I..   M.   I!A>(:iiM. 

The  Michigan  lies  (ui  tin-  Sandu^l;  v  >ide.  'I'he  captain  >a,  s  his  nrdr is 
send  him  there,  and  tiiat  h,'  ■me,  ii,,i  leel  -afe  i..  lie  olf  tlie  i-l and.  I 
^hall  ihi  all  1  can  under  an  v' cii  cunistanres.  1  !ia\e  mi  uie.it  leai  .if 
tills  in.ittei'.  lint  I  kiidw  tlie^e  prisoners  do  ni>c  intiaid  tn  ^t.iy  here,  and 
Villi  iiia\-  I'xpect  aiiytliiiig  des|jeiate.  I'le.ise  ad\ise  me  of  the  ilcCer 
niinatiiiii  a,  to  the  increase  nt'  Im-re. 

\  erv  respeett'ullw  \  iiiir  iilieilienr  ser\ant. 

W  .    .S.    IMI'K'SOX. 
Li'  iitrnnnl-i  nloH'l    IIonin,ni\    I  in  l,,,,,,n,  (  :.iii  inn  mli ,:,/. 
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Office  C'lorMissARY-dENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Xouembtr  !),  1863. 
Surg.  Oeorge  SrcKLEY, 

Acting  Medical  Director,  Baltimore,  ^[d. : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  (ith  instant,  asking  attention  to  theVact  that  there  are  a  number  of 
meilieal  olticers  held  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware  and  other 
I)laees,  and  iniiuiring  if  steps  cannot  he  taken  to  stop  the  practice  of 
treating  surgeons  as  prisoners  of  war.  By  the  usages  of  war  medical 
oliicers  are  considered  non-combatants,  and  are  not  made  prisoners  of 
war.  but  by  the  course  pursued  by  the  rebel  authorities  the  War 
Department  has  been  ol)liged  to  follow  the  precedent  set  at  Kichmond, 
and  to  liold  in  possession  all  such  officers  who  fall  into  our  hands. 
Yim  need  not  doubt,  however,  that  the  more  humane  practice  under  the 
usage  of  war  will  be  returned  to  at  the  earliest  moment  when  it  can  be 
(lone  without  sacritieiiig  the  rights  and  interests  of  our  tnedical  oiflcers. 
From  recent  occurrences  [  am  under  the  impression  this  desired  change 
will  not  be  delayed  much  Imiger. 

\"ery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  nOFFMAIST. 
Colonel    Thiril   [iifmilrii  iiiiil   C(iniiniss<(ri/-(iencral  of  rrisoncrs. 


Office  CoMMissAuv-frENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

]\'((sliin<jtiin,  1>.  ('.,  Xiiremher  y,  IS6.3. 
Col.  (t.  W.  Kincaid, 

C(iiiiiniiii(linij  Militarii  Prison,  Alton,  III.: 
Colonel:  Messrs.  lioswell  Marsh,  S.  W.  Bostwick,  and  B.  S.  Cowen 
have  Ijeen  appointed  special  commissioners  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
hear  and  determine  the  case  of  state  prisoners  at  the  military  prison 
under  your  charge,  and  ymi  are  re([aired  to  furnish  them  all  proper 
facilities  \nv  carrying  nut  their  instructions. 

\'erv  res[iectliill\',  vour  obedient  serwant, 

W.  ITOFFMAX, 
Cdldiici    Third    hi/diitry  and   <'(iiinnissart/-(icneritl  of  Frisonerft. 


TTEADiirARTERS    MILITARY    PRISON,  CA.MP    MORTON. 

liidiinidpdlis.  Ind..  Xorcmber  :>,  l^il-i. 
Col.  William  Hoitman. 

Cdiniiiis.sdriidi  iirrnl  (;/'  I'risdiiers.  Washinf/ton,  D.  C: 
Col(^N1''L:  1  ha\i'  the  honnf  to  sul>nHt  tlie  following  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  camp.  rh<'  srvciiuih  of  the  guard,  its  discipline,  the  cmu- 
ditioii  ot'  the  liai  i'acl<s.  Ar..  :ir  rhr  tinu'  of  my  taking  command.  I 
louiiil  (iimitcrcd  in  (.'ainp  Moitcai  two  regiments  of  exchanged  soldiers, 
the  l'"itiy  lir>t  iiiid  So\i'ur\-third  Imliaiia  \'olunteers,  belonging  to  C<d- 
one!  ."^treight's  hri-ade,  captured  at  Kome,  (ia.,  last  spring,  their  olli- 
ccis  .^rill  licinu'  hild  as  i)ri-oiiei>  of  war  at  llichmond.  Va.  These 
regiments  were  doing  the  guard  dniy  ot  the  camp,  and,  although  com- 
[losed  of  good  mafernd,  were  to  (juite  an  extent  demoralized  as  the 
result  of  having  been  caiitnrcii  and  paroled.  The  want  of  a  sntlicient 
nninber  of  coinudssioneil  oilicers  was  also  a  cause  calculated  to  lender 
them  iusufticieut  to  perform  a  duty  so  important  as  that  required  of  a 


CnRRESrONI'ENCE,   ETC. UNION    AND    CONFKHERATE.         493 

giuird  at  this  post,  tlieie  \\i-\U'^  but  7  cimimissioneil  uCticeis  to  a  com- 
uiaiiil  of  1,300  men,  ami  these  had  all  been  lommis-ioiied  since  their 
cajiture.  Under  the  above  eircuuistances,  I  found  tlie  i^iiard  in  no 
very  high  state  of  diseiiiline.  The  detail  for  guard  each  day  amounted 
to  141  non-eomnnssioued  oltieers  and  men,  with  a  part  of  the  time  a 
commissioned  olticer  in  comnuuid.  and  at  times,  owing  to  the  limited 
number  of  commissioned  otlicers,  a  sergeant  was  idaceil  in  command  of 
tlie  guard.  I  found  the  barracks  in  a  bad  condition,  wanting  extensive 
repairs  in  order  to  render  them  tit  tor  occupancy  during  ilie  winter. 
The  buildings  used  for  hospitals,  not  having  been  built  for  that  i)ur- 
[lose,  were  insufticient  iu  extent  and  appointments  for  the  [inrpose  Un- 
which  tliey  were  used.  N"ow  anil  commodious  liospitals  are  at  proent 
being  erected  for  the  accommodatinn  of  the  sick.  Ue[iairing  of  the 
barracks  had  beiai  commenced  by  Caiitain  (Uithridge,  former  coinnian- 
tlant,  which  are  now  being  continued,  and  when  completed  will  In- 
capable of  accommodating  3,000  prisoners.  Tlie  policing  of  the  camp, 
owing  to  a  scarcity  of  otlicers,  had  not  lieen  as  thorough  as  it  slninhl 
have  been.  This  is  also  being  remedied.  I  found  the  prisoners  gen- 
erally supplied  with  necessaries,  tliougli  in  a  poor  state  of  liealth.  Ihe 
cause  I  am  unable  to  determine,  as  our  own  troops  ((Uaitered  near  them 
and  erpially  crowded  enjoyed  excellent  health.  Since  taking  command 
I  have  increased  the  guard  to  1<>0  men,  and,  now  tliat  1  have  had  tiiree 
additional  companies  of  the  Invalid  Corps  assigned  to  my  command,  I 
have  increased  tlie  guards  and  patrols  to  HOO  men.  wliich  1  tiiist  wdl 

juove  an  effectual  guard.     I  woulil  suggest  tliat,c(uiM  uiy  i- laiid  be 

armed  witii  revoh'eis  in  addition  to  rlie  nui-^ket,  the  guanl  wonhl,  in 
my  opinion,  be  murh  inoie  elticicnt.  and  could  lie  pcrloi  nii-il  witli  a  U'>s 
number  of  men. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  s^ei  \  ropectliilh-.  vmw  ..bnliiiir  ser\ant. 

A.'  A.  si'iA  i:ns, 

L'olourL   filth    lii'i/iiiioit   Innilld.   Curjis.  i 'Diinnuitilntij. 


Camp  (IR'hk,  Tkx..  Xnri-nilm-  III.  i^i;:). 
Lion.  KliwiN  M.  STA>fTON,  Sii-n  f,nii  of  \\\ 


Lion.  KliWIN    M.  STA>fTON,   Sm-ifmi/  lit'  W'lir: 

Sir:  1  beg  to  call  yimr  attention  to  vlio  Ibllowing  statement: 
VN'hile  in  command  of  rhiee  companii's  of  l-'orr\-^ecoail  M  issaidiiisetts 
\'olunfeers,  at  (lahc-^ton.  Ti-x..  .launary  1.  l^ii.i.  1  was  iMprured  wiih 
my  entire  command  l>y  a  greatly  superior  fori  e  <it  tlie  enein\-  under  the 
iiiiniediate  command  of  Major-Cieiieral  .Magi  mlir.  Ar  the  time  of  my 
capture  all  otlicers  takiMi  l)y  the  ( 'oni'cilerate  i  ■ox  i;;  iiii:ent  weii'  held  in 
close  confinement,  which  older  has  been  obsersa  il  In  my  i  a>e  and  that 
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loiiff  tedious  confinement  with  no  lioi)es  lieid  out  for  release.  We  are 
informed  here  tliat  it  is  the  fault  of  our  own  (Toveriiment  that  we  have 
not  been  exchanged.  We  hope  that  this  will  receive  your  attention  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  save  the  lives  of  those  who  leinain. 

It  is  now  over  a  year  since  my  otii(;ers  left  their  homes,  during  which 
time  they  nor  tlieir  families  ha\e  received  any  ]Kiy  whatever  from  their 
(Government,  while  others  who  have  been  recently  captured,  we  see  by 
the  iiublic  ]iapers,  have  been  promptly  excliaiiged. 
\'erv  respectfnllv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

ISAAC  S.   lU'RRELL. 
(Johincl  Fnrfij-sfrniKl  Ixrt/iiiient  Ma.s.fuchuscfti-   \'oli(nfiers. 

War,  Department,  Washiiiijton.  Xon'-nhfr  m,  is63. 
Brigadlei-G(Mieral  Meredith, 

C'lilliiliasiuiU'r  <>/  E.rchaiiiii'.  Ohl  Point  ('ron/uft : 
Information  has  leached  here  whiili  Icaiis  the  Di'partmeiit  to  fear 
tliat  there  was  a  lack  uf  ]ii-oper  provision  on  the  llau'  of  truce  boat  con- 
veying the  prisoners  of  war  recently  sent  from  City  I'oint  to  Annapolis 
for  their  proper  care  and  comfort.  The  Secretary  of  War  desiics  an 
immediate  examination  into  the  subject  and  a  iirompt  report  thereon. 
The  officers  responsible  foi-  any  neglect  will  be  s[)eciall.\'  iiameil. 
JJy  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

.TA.^.  A.   IIAEniE, 
Assistiiiit   A'tjutiint-freuvrid. 


WAsHl.\(rT(iN.   Xni-flllber    10,   ISHo. 

Geneial  .ArEREiUTTT: 

The  Secretar.v  of  War  ordcM-^  that  you  make  suitable  preparation  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  siciv  \rho  may  be  deh\ered  to  you  at  City 
Point  from  the  rebel  ]]risons.  [''or  this  [)urpose  >'ou  will  obtain,  by 
requisition  ui)on  the  proper  deiuir!  ment.  cots,  bedding,  and  oilier  sup- 
lilies,  and  asli  the  cominanding  oincer  at  rm't  .Monroe,  by  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  for  a  medical  officer  to  accompany  the  tlagdf- 
truce  lioat  toCity  I'oint. and  reipiire  his  co-operation  withyou  iu  seeing 
that  everything  is  pro\-ided  neees>ary  to  give  every  possible  relief  to 
our  suffering  othcx-rs  and  soldiers. 

H.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 


Oi'i-'Ki-;  C(ni\ussAi;v-(ii-M:i;AL  of  Prisoners. 

W'lixiii'iii/toii.  I),  r..  Xurtinhcr  111.  1-ho. 
Siirg.  A.  M.  Cr.AiMC, 

Act.j.  .]l,nn,il  r.i.-^iiP'tor  rri^-<n,i,rs  „f  W.ir.  \V.u!iiu;it„i(.  D.C: 
Sn; :  Vou  will  proceed  iininiMliarely  to  mak'e  an  inspection  of  the 
< d  it  ion  of  the  hospital  at  Camp  I 'a  role  and  ihe  general  sanitary  con- 
dition of  tl;e  camp.  I'roiii  (  amp  Parole  you  will  proceed  to  PorcDela- 
warc  to  inspect  the  iiospital  o,  the  prisoners  of  war  at  that  post  and  the 
gciicial  sanliary  condition  of  ihe  prisoners  in  the  barracks,  inquire 
)iartl<  ularly  into  the  prevalein-e  ot  smallpox  and  the  measures  taken 
to  subdue  It.  llavinu'  conqileted  tins  service.  \du  will  report  in  [lersou 
at  this  oriiue  and  make  a  written  re]iort  of  your  iuspectiou. 
\'ery  rt'sptuM  fiilh'.  vour  obeilleiit  servant. 

\\.  HOFF.MAN, 
('ohiinl    'I'liinl   fiihiiitii/  iiiul   l'<n,niiiss<tnj-(_irnei-((t  of  i'nsontrs. 
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Oefk'E  CojimissaryGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Wnshiiifiton,  D.  ('.,  yunmher  10,  ls6S. 
T'dl.  JdSEPn  Roberts.  ('oniDuvtiJiufi  Fort  Monrnc.   \'(i.: 

<  'iiLdNEL:  lly  (lirectiini  of  tin-  S('cri't;iry  of  \V;ir  yoii  will  please  semi 
(ieiieial  W.  H.  V.  Lee.  a  prisoner  of  uar  at  I'oir  .Monidi^.  to  the  ileiiot  on 
.loliiisoirs  Island,  near  .SaiHlii>l<y,  <>liii>.  place  liiiii  in  eliaiue  ot'  an 
ollieer  and  tlii'ce  men,  and  -ive  particular  instrncMons  to  insure  thai  lie 
.shall  not  escape,  ami  order  that  he  shall  tx'  p(M'initted  to  have  no  inter 
course  with  any  i>ersoii  on  the  way.  1 1  tliere  is  an\  (lela\'  at  Ilaltinioi  e 
in  waiting  for  the  train,  let  the  officer  in  iliar-i'  apply  to  ihe  ]iro\ost- 
imirslial,  Colonel  I-^ish,  for  a  place  where  (Tcncral  i.ee  ina,\'  he  held  in 
security.     Send  them  by  the  Pittsburg  I'oute. 

Ver\'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

\V.    IIOI'I'M.VX, 
Voliincl    Third   Infaiitiij  niul   Cniniiiixsiirfidi  mral  n/  J'risiiiit'rs. 


<'cii.f:nRrs,  yunmhi')-  m,  isi: ; — H.::n  p.  m. 
Colonel    ll'iFFMAN,  <'i)mii}is.^,iii/-<irii,i-,il  ,,t'  rrisoiirr^  : 

Appieliensnms  are  fell  o|'  an  attempt  to  I'elease  tlie  piisoners  ,it 
.lolinsoii"s  Ulaiid  by  aimed  steamers  ti(Mn(  anada.  1  lia\e  i  eipiested 
the  Secretary  of  the  \'a\  y  to  send  the  steamer  .^lielll^all  at  oiiee  to 
tliat  place.      I'lease  see  him." 

DAN'IK    TtU). 


OniK    I'ENtTENTTARV.  ('(ihinihiis.  Xni-nnlu  f    In.  l^r,:-;, 
Ibig.  Gen.  JciiiN  S.  Mason, 

Urnihjiiitftii-^   ['.  S.   Fortrs.  Col in)>hu.'<.  Ohio: 
Gr,Nl',RAi.:    Please  do  me  the  !<indness  to  forward  ilie  imdosed  docn- 
meiits  to  lloii.  !•;.  M.  Stanton.  Secretary  of  War.  and  \er\-  mindi  oidi-e. 
\(>nrs,  respecttnllv, 

.INO,    II.   .MolMrAN. 
l;nnihht'f-(,i  ,n  inl.  I  .  S.  .1  ,-,//(/. 


Xii\  E>rr,i,i:  .'.o.  l>(;.;. 
If'  the  report-  are  true  of  the  escape  of  Moigan  no  fiiilhcr  aetioii  on 
the>e  papei  >  i>  nere>-ai  \'. 

i:.  .\.  iirf(  iicocK. 


nniii  I'TM  I  i  Ni  I  \l;^ ,  ('niiii„i,i.s.  ah,,..  \,,r, mn,  >■  'i.  !-•,  :. 

lion.    P..    ^L    SrvNToN.   S,,rrf,ni/   <■/    W'nr: 

>l\l:  I  lesiieellully  reipiest  your  earl\'  eoil~ldei  al  loll  of  tiie  papers 
lierewitfi  inclosed. 

(  >n  the  L,'i;th  ol  .liily  I  -urrciidereil  m\-,--elf  a  pri-oinM^  of  war  ti'  a 
detaebliieiit  of  the  iiillit.iry  tbrces  of  the  Ibilted  State-  and  was  h\- 
order  of  the  eommamliiig   general   of  this  depaitment  eonlini'il    in   tin- 


\:<  ,,tli,T  coio-poi»l,nr, I  111-  -iil.H-.i.  -.  .    -,  ii,  -  I,  \-m1.  \\1\,  r.iM   11.  |.    1- 

nl  .-iiies  III,  iiielrr  ,l:if-  N..v.  nib.  i    11-11.  l-i;:i. 
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cdiiimou  jail  ut  Cincinnati.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  protest  again.st  such 
treatment  as  unusual,  extraordinary,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
both  the  United  and  Confederate  States.  In  reply  I  received  a  com- 
munication, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed  and  marked  Xo.  1, 
from  -Major  (nMieral  lUirnsidc,  to  which  I  beg  leave  particularly  to  call 
your  actentiou.' 

(ieneral  nurnsidc  further  informed  me  personally  that  Colouel 
8treight  and  the  ofticers  of  his  c(jmu)and  were  contined  in  the  peniten- 
tiary at  Iticlimoud.  and  he  explained  the  terui  •' release"  to  mean  the 
restoration  of  the  aliose  oitlcers  to  the  ordinary  tooting  of  prisoners  of 
war.  On  tiie  .Jotli  of  .Inly  1,  touether  with  such  of  my  otlicers  as 
acc(jmpuiiied  me.  was  traii>ierreil  by  the  military  authorities  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  direetois  and  warden  of  this  penitentiary.  We  were  sub- 
jected to  tiie  same  treatment  which  convicts  usually  undergo  u[)on 
entering  the  institutiiui.  Our  beards  were  sha\ed,  our  hair  closely 
trimmed,  our  [lersons  bathed,  and  we  were  uotilied  that  we  were 
expected  to  conform  to  the  strict  discipline  of  the  prison. 

How  rigidly  it  has  been  entbrceil  will  appear  in  the  fact  that  two  of 
my  ollicers  luive  been  contined  in  the  dungeon — twenty-four  hours  in 
one  instance  and  forty  in  the  other — upon  snspiciou  of  an  offense 
uidcnown  to  the  regulations  vt:  any  military  prison  or  any  system  of 
militaiy  law. 

The  ri^oroirs  conlinement  to  w  liich  we  have  been  subjected  beginning 
to  tell  iijion  the  health  of  my  comrailes,  and  our  liability  at  any  moment 
uiHin  sus[)icion  and  without  reasomible  evidence  to  undergo  the  severest 
punishment  whicli  Ciu'istian  humanity  ventures  to  inriict  upon  the  most 
abaiuloned  felon,  iiului-ed  me  to  bring  the  nuitter  to  the  notice  of  (Ien- 
eral JIason.  the  military  rommandaiit  at  this  point,  in  a  comnuuucatioii, 
a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  inclose,  marked  No.  -,  and  to  which  I 
resi)ectfully  call  >iiur  attention. i" 

[  have  also  the  honor  to  inclose  you  (ieneral  .^lason's  rejily.;  It 
will  be  perceived  that  wliile  he  declares  that  "it  is  no  part  of  iiis  mili- 
tary duty  to  require  more  than  our  safe  conhnemeut  in  the  (Jhio  peni- 
tentiary." he  ne\'ei  theless  insists  that  we  shall  be  subject  to  and  oi>serve 
the  rules  ami  regulations  tor  the  government  of  that  institution. 
Failing,  therefoic  to  obtain  any  relief  tliroiigh  General  Mason,  1  have 
thought  it  m.)t  impioper  to  a|ipi-al  to  yourself,  as  the  highest  military 
authority,  fa-  -uch  aiuelioratioii  of  our  condition  as  all  the  circum- 
stances oC  the  case  seem  to  merit. 

If  it  be  true  that  Colonel  Streight  and  the  otficers  of  his  conunaud 
are  now  in  lonlinement  in  any  penitentiary  within  the  Confederate 
States,  iiiuler  >iiiular  conditions  ami  circumstances  with  ourselves, 
while  1  uiiuht  reuret  that  such  a  iiolicy  should  be  resorted  to  on  either 
side,  I  ^hoiilil  not  fail  to  recognize  our  treatment  as  justifiable  as  a 
iiMMsure  of  let  iliation.  but  if  such  be  not  the  case  I  res[)ectfidly  sug- 
gest that  tlie  same  justn-e  rei|uires  that  we  should  be  transferred  to  a 
miliiaiy  prixm.  where  ••the  --ame  favors  that  have  always  been  shown 
til  the  iirisonei<  fal;eii  by  the  general  comumnding  will  be  shown  us." 
I  lia\e  the  hoiioi'  to  oe.  sir,  \oiir  verv  obedient  servant, 

'JNO.  H.  .MOUGAX. 
Ilrii/ailirr-Gcneriil,  C,  S.  Ann//. 

\.av\h;\  t"  Miu--.-iQ,  .lulv  1'9.  p.  15N. 
•.\lur;;;in  t..  Ma~.)ii,  OctotK  r  :.ll.  p.   Us, 
;.\.nriubri-  :;.  p.   iill. 


COKKESPON'DKN'CE,    ETC. CNKiX    AND    COXt'EliKUA'l-K  I',)? 

Heai)i,iuarti:i;s  Sixteenth  Aumy  (Joiu's, 

Memphis.   Tain..  Xnrrniher  10,  isi;:;. 
Brig-iulicr  (Ifiicral  Chalmers, 

('(iiiiiiiiiiiiliiiii  ('(irahi/  Xorlhcrn  Mis.'.i>:sipiii : 
Sir:  I  hiivc  ivceivcd  ;i  \crlial  (■uuiinuiiicatioii  llinniuli  Limiteuaiit 
O'Kane  iu  relatimi  to  exchaiJi^e  of  SiirL;e(Mi  IJcatry.  Vdii  urout'  ciinrsc 
awaie  that  even  iiikIct  the  cartel  of  cxchaiiLie  the  ileli\  ery  iiiiisl  be  iiuulc 
at  tixeil  [xiiiits,  cxrept  by  aiTaiii;etiiriits  eiiteied  iiitci  by  (■iniiniaiHbTs  nt 
armies  ill  the  lield!  This  woiihl,  of  iiee'essity,  i-e(|iiin' tlie  action  of  vdur 
eoininandiiii;'  ^eiieraL 

]!ut,  uiitbituiiately,  tliis  matter  of  cxcliaiiiic  has  rereiitl)'  l>ccii  (.•oiii|ili- 
cated  under  mutual  charges  of  bad  faith,  so  that  1  am  piechided  fiuiii 
eutertaiuiiii;'  proi)ositii>iis  of  cxcliaiiiic. 

I  have,  however.  rclci,'ra|>iit'd  to  Wa-liinutnn  tor  |icriiiis>ioii  to 
exehaii.ue  rauli  for  rank,  winch,  if  allowcil  tlicrc  and  coii.^ented  to  i)>- 
your  sui)eriors,  will  enable  me  to  j;T'atily  \onr  w  isii  ot'  cxrlianee. 

Ill  the  meantime  I  desire  to  return  yon  iii\   |iri>oiial   lliaiiks   for  the 
honorable  treatment  you  lia\e  i;i\eii  my  ofiii'cr  ,ind  my   ho[ic  ihat  you 
will  see  tiiat  kindly  treatment  i>  ui\en  to  the  men. 
1  am,  sir.  your  ol)edient  -ervant, 

S.  A.  lirKLIJCT. 

1/. (;„/■.  ^', „,/■„/. 


<^>l    \i;  i  I.UMAsI  E1;-(;eXEKAI."s    (  )|'l'Ii'K, 

l;irl,„i:.,ul.  \n,;n,l,rr    I",    /m;,;. 
Briii.  (len,  .li  iiiN    lb  W'lxni;!;.  It'lrliiiinml  : 

<;e.\Ei;ai.:  \(Mir  (  oinmiinication  of  yesterday  in  iclalion  to  the  !ail- 
lire  of  the  (.'ommi.^sary  ( leneial  to  [irovide  tbod  for  I  lie  |iri-.Miirrs  lia>  !m  lai 
submitted  to  the  Sec' ret  a  ry  of  ^Var,  who  ilireets  that  n  a  less  \  on  recei\  !■ 
d  111' I  iiu'  the  morn  I  III;  iiol  i  Ilea  t  ion  of  some  a  rran, cement  on  the  part  of  the 
Coinmi>sai\\-  (  leiiei  al  pr(iini.-iiii;'  a  supply  (if  rations  as  a  u  reed  upon.  I  lie 
matter  be  broii-ulit  a'.iaiii  lo  ii  is  attention,  w  hen  any  iiece>-,iry  orders  will 
he  uiveii. 

\'r\  \    IC-perl  lllih  . 

I.AKKIX  sMrni. 

.1  s.v/v/,/,(/  thKi,  ti  nniisl,  ,■■(!'  Ill  nil. 


(,>rAi;i  in.Mi  \si  i:i;"s   Uitut;.  C.  S.  .Mii.ii  \\;y    l'i;i,-(>.\, 

.\..r,n,i..r    II.   /^-.■;. 
I    have    in^t    relnriied    nom    tlie   prison    and    lind    ui'    have    not    oiu 
pound  of  meat   on    h md   lor  b'J.ooo  inen.      An  oiliier  in  ihe  .Siib^istiani 
Departmenr    proaii--eil    a-    an    answer    ai  .'..10   o'eloek    \  esterda>  :     \sa- 
ealled  ujKni  at  that  time  and  .;ase  no  ^a  i  i^faetion. 

.1.  \v.m;xi;i;. 

I'li/ihiiii   mill   A^sL^lKiil   iniiii:i  iniiish  r. 

•>.  .'Mnil  iii.i..|,i  (in  1(1    : 

N(>\  i;Miii:i;    li'.  \^r,::. 
To  ConimissaryCiiaha'al  Ibr  eail>-  attiaitioii. 

Such  supply  a.-  I-   .;l\en   to  >..ldiei-  ,s    by  law  le(|ilire(|    l(,   he   m\e 

the  prisoners,  and    siieli  was   the   understanding:    iietweeli    1  lie  <^>uartm  ■ 
master  (  b'lieral  and  \((iirself. 

.1.   A.   Si:i)l>(>N. 

.sr,  ri  liirii. 

3-  It   i; — si.RiKs   II,  \  ( ![,   \  I 


498  prisoners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Quartermaster's  Office,  C.  S.  ?iIilitary  Prisons, 

Richmond,  Vii.,  yortmher  10,  ISfi.j. 
Ciipt.  Thomas  P.  TrR>ER, 

Commandhui  C.  A.  Military  Prison  : 
Captain:  I  culled  on  the  ageut  of  the  Commissary-ireneral  to-day 
for  a  sii])iily  of  beef  for  piisoii  subsi.steuce,  and  he  informed  me  that 
they  had  received  seventy  head  of  cattle  last  eveiiiuj;,  which  was  to  be 
distributed  to  hospitals,  iSrc,  and  all  that  he  couUl  furnish  me  with 
would  be  a  limited  quantity,  li..j(K)  pounds,  and  alsoexpressed  a  doubt 
as  to  their  recei\in,u'  any  more  soon.  This  i)iaces  me  in  a  very  critical 
situation,  I'or  it  will  be  an  utter  impossibility  to  feed  J4.IMI0  men  on 
L'. .")()()  pounds  of  beef  when  it  is  but  one-fourth  of  the  amount  rei|uireil. 
1  have  no  substitute  for  beef  and  only  a  limited  rpiantity  of  bread,  not 
enough  to  feed  double  rations,  nor  are  our  facdities  such  as  to  feed 
doulile  rations  of  bread,  thus  leaving  three  fourths  oi  the  prisoners  iu  a 
hungry  (Mjudition. 

I  have  the  JioUdr  to  be,  captain,  vour  obedient  servant. 

SAMl..  BLKMIAM, 

C(im))U!isarii-Serijfant. 


C.  S.   MlLTl'AKV    I'RlSdX,  y,,i;  nihir    In,  l\ii:-:. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  headi|uartei>. 
By  order  of  Captain  Turner: 

I.IOHN   LATorCilH,! 
LieiitfiiKiit  (Hill  Ailjutinit. 

NovEiinioR   10,  ISOo. 
Iies))ectfuny  referred  t<i  the  Secrt-tary  (if  War. 

If  tnese  prisoners  are  not  led  there  is  i^reat  danger  of  an  outbreak. 

,IX().   II.  WlXDEl;. 

Bri/jadier-fji'iieral. 


HEADin-ARTERS    DEPAKTMENT    OF    TuANS-lNIlSSISSlPPI, 

Sl.r.rriiort.  yiireinhur  in.  l-iii'-!. 
ilaJor-Geueral  .Magrlukk,  Coinmnndimj   District  of  Terns,  itc.  •■ 

(tEXKRAL:  I  am  directed  b.\'  LiculenautCreneral  Smith  to  say  to 
you  that  he  desires  you  will  send  all  I'ederal  prisoners  (eidisted  men) 
now  held  by  you  to  this  point  iit  the  earliest  piacticable  moment. 
Before  starting  them  they  will  be  paroled  in  diiplirate  and  one  given 
to  the  person  and  the  other  held  and  forwarded  by  the  oilicei  sent  in 
charge. 

The  dthrers  vdu  may  ha\c  will  be  ke|it  under  guard  until  further 
(irders.  Von  will  at  the  same  time  send  the  (illicers  who  were  captured 
nil  the  U.  3.  steamer  Harriet  Lane,  ami  who  were  retcned  to  in  your 
c(jmmuniration  (No.  Sllj  nf  ()cfi'l)er  -O. 

I  am,  neneral.  \'ery  ri'siiertfullw  vour  obedient  ser\;int. 

'   "       s.  s.  ANDi':i;s(.)x. 

Assisliiut  AdjiitaiitGriiiriil. 


The  officers  of  the  Harriet   Lane  referred  tn  within  ami  the  pri\ates 
(enlisted  uieiii  within  leieried   to    will    be   jiaioled  by  .Major  ilyliesteil 
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and  sent  in  cliaru-e  of  a  iMinipany  from  Tanip  (i-roce  to  Tvler.  wliere  the 
enlisted  men  will  be  paroled  in  tliiplicare  and  will  he  marched  with  the 
rest  to  Slircve[(ort  and  delivered  at  the  liead((uarters  of  Lienteiuuit- 
General  Smith. 

Tile  eiimndssioned  otlicei-s  Federal  prisoners)  at  ('amp  (iroce  will  he 
marclied.  under  unard  of  the  detarlied  company  aloresaid,  to  Tyler,  and 
turned  over  there    To]  the  enmmandii]-  oiiieerVor  safekeeping. 

■T.   1!.   -MA(MiUl)Ki;, 
Muj(>r-<n  iirfdl.  Coiininii!ili)iij    District  of  Te.nis,  dc. 


\\'  \SI[|,\(;Tc)\,    \n,-rl)llicr     11.    l-^r,: /    p,    lit. 

<ieiieral    MKiiKDiTir: 

\'oii  are  aurhori/ed  to  nansmit  any  funds  that  may  lie  ruriiished  to 
\in\  for  tlie  use  of  our  [uisoiirrs  in  kichmond,  talcniu  ;i  i  i-c  eij't  tiom 
the  [)erson  lo  whom  you  i!en\er  them  for  rransmi>sion  ami  sendini;-  a 
eo[iy  thereof  to  thi.s  1  department. 

KDWIX    M.   STANTO.V, 

Srrntiiri/  „/   War. 


\V\K   l)i:e  \  i;  ^:^IEN  r.   Am  itan  r  ( i  kxei;  ai.'s  OFFin:, 

\v„shi,i,i;n„.  y,,r.,„i.,-r  n.  i-n.-i. 

Bri-.  (,en.  W.  W.  (  t|;3n:.  I   .  S.  \  (,hnitcers.    \V,i.-<l,i, niton.   D.  C: 

.-^IR:  Ihe  Secretary  of  War  direct^  that  ,\oii  iiiiaieiliately  jiroceeil  to 
make  a  fhorongh  inspection  of  the  >e\eial  place--  nanu-cl  iielow  wiicie 
lebel  pri>onei's  ot'  w  ar  are  contined  and  rejiort  to  him  as  ro  the  .supplies, 
means  for  s'uardin-  and  keeping-  the  prisoners,  their  sanitary  eomlitioii, 
and  everything;-  relatini;  to  them  which  it  nuiy  be  useful  to  know.  The 
several  i'omnianilinu-  ofiicers  of  the  posts  and  prison.^  are  hereby  ordeied 
to  atfiMil  you  every  ficilit\-  and  all  infornmtion  you  may  reipiire.  All 
necessary  means  of  traiispoiaatiou  and  subsistence  w  ill  be  furnished 
you  by  the  propi>r  oriicer.  on  wlmm  you  ma\'  i-ail.  ^howinj;-  this  as  your 
authority. 

The  places  to  he  inspected  are:  Wlieelin--,  W .  \'a.;  I'ltfsbuii,'  peni- 
tentiary: penitentiary  lio-[iital.  Alleulieuy  City:  ('obinuiir>  [leiiiten- 
tiary:  VAm\i  (.'ha-e.  Coluiifims,  ()liio;  Mrl.cin  I'.arraeks.  Cincinnati, 
I  >liio:  .bihnsou's  Island.  Sandu^k v.  ( )hio:  Caiuo  Morton.  Indianapolis, 
imi.:  Chicago.  111.:  Alton.  111.;  l:.„'k  l^laml.  1 IL  .  no  prisoners  imve  yet 
arrived  here,  but  )ireparati.ins  are  iinule  to  receive  them;:  Saint  hmus. 
Mo.;  I.oui>\ille.  Ky.:  Nasii wile.  Teun. 
I  am,  .--ir.  Ovc, 

1'..    1).  Ti  •W'XSI.NM, 
Assist, I, it    A.ljiil.i.if  i,,„.r,il. 


Wa.-IIIN'- I  M\,     \,,r,  mil.  r    II.    I -i,::. 

(ieneral  MKRF.DtTn; 

The  .Secretar\-  of  W'ai'  order>  thai  yon  ■-.ill.  witii  h;^  antliority,  tlirun.uh 
the  eommandinu'  (Jllicer  at  Fort  M(.nrne.  nomi  the  cononi^siry  fur  mk  h 
rafiiuis  as  onr  ]iri>oner^  need  in  Richmond  or  near  there,  if  you  can 
-end  It  to  them. 

i:.    \,  iirrciic(  u'k'. 

.]l.i,ur-<i,  nrxil.  I  .  ,s.     !,,„,/. 


T'"'  PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Washington,  Xorember  11,  1863. 
General  MEREDiTn: 

Send  forward  to  City  Point  an  agent  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  if 
one  should  report  to  you,  and  aid  him  in  the  attainment  of  the  humane 
object  of  the  Commission,  holding  in  reserve  only  the  point  of  not  com- 
promising rhe  Government.  Afford  the  agent  all  of  your  facilities  for 
intercourse  with  our  suttering  prisoners  in  Kichmond. 

E.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Washington,  Xorember  11,  iS6o'. 
General  iNIeredith: 

You  will  please  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  paroled  prisoners 
recently  [sent  I  from  City  Point  ti)  Annapolis,  and  rei)i)rt  what  convenience 
they  had  suitable  for  men  in  their  condition  on  their  way  to  Fort  Mon- 
roe, and  what,  if  any,  assistance  was  given  at  Fort  ^lonroe. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Ueneral  of  Volunteers. 


()FF1('E    Co-ilMISSARY  (iENERAL    oF    PRISONERS, 

Wii.sliinytiin,  J>.  <\,  Xovember  11,  l'>6'-j'. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Tikoias. 

Ailjiitiiiit-dvnenil  f.  S.  Aruui,  ]V/islihii/ti)ii.  [>.  C.  : 
GENERAL:  In  vicw  of  tlie  closer  restrictions  which  nuiy  have  to  be 
placet!  (in  prisoners  of  war  iu  a  short  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  recom- 
mend that  three  ciiiiipanies  be  added  to  the  guard  at  tlie  depoton. John- 
son's Island,  near  Sandusky,  making  seven  companies  in  all,  and  that 
the  whole  be  [ilaced  under  the  command  of  an  energetic  an<l  reliable 
ofticer  of  senior  rank  to  the  present  commander,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S. 
I'ierson.  As  the  bay  may  be  exjiected  to  lie  frozen  o\'er  before  the  end 
of  the  month,  it  is  necessary  that  orders  should  be  given  at  once,  so 
that  the  necessary  accommodations  may  be  made  while  the  crossing  is 
not  interrupted  by  ice.  The  cheajjcst  mode  of  ([uarteriug  the  com- 
panies will  be  tn  hirni-sh  them  lund)er  and  let  them  hut  themselves. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAX, 

ColoiK.l   Third  [itfantnj  und  (Annmissarfi-General  nf  Prisoners. 


Office  Cummissaut-Ctkneral  mf  Prisoner.-^, 

Wiisliiniltoii,  Xornnbrr    II,  is'/.V. 
Cdl.  -T.  KonEliTS,  CoiiiitiaiKtinij  Fort  Monror.   \'<(.: 

CmluNEL;  Since  writing  my  letter  (jf  yesterday  directing  the  trans- 
fer df  General  Lee  to  .Tdlinson's   Island  it  has  been  found  advisable  to 
defer  the  excciitinu  of  the  iinler  for  the  present,  and  \'ou  will  therefore 
please  send  him  ti>  Fort  Lafayette,  X.  Y.  Harbor. 
Very  res|iectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

VV.   HOFFMAN. 
C'ltiint'l   Third  Lnfnntnj  and   Com miss<(rtj- General  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  Commissart-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Wanhini/ton,  D.  C,  yovember  11,  1S63. 
Hon.  ^r.  P.LAIR,  Postmaster-General,  Washinnton,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  am  inforined  by  the  coiunianding  officer  of  the  depot  of  pris- 
oners of  war  near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  that  the  prisoners  there  receive 
communications  through  the  mails  from  Detroit,  where  it  is  said  the 
rebels  on  the  Canada'side  have  a  box  at  the  post-otlice,  from  wbieli 
tliey  recfive  their  mail  through  women  or  negroes,  .sent  to  take  them 
from  the  box.  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  this  matter  before  you  that  you 
may  order  such  measures  taken  as  you  may  deem  proi)er. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  ymir  obedient  s.-rvant, 

W.   UOFF.MAN, 
C'l'loin-I    Third  fiifantri/  mid   Commissury-Gencrnl  nf  Prhtmcrs. 


CONFF.IiERATE    STATES    ul-'    AMERICA,  W.VR    J )  1;PART:«ENT, 

Richmond,  Xonmlnr   II.  l-^'iS. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exvluoujc: 

Sir:  The  refusal  to  allow  the  remains  of  (^'apt.  .r.  D.  Stamps  to  be 
disinterred  and  bniught  to  City  I'oint  seemed  to  be  ba.sed  upon  the 
supposition  that  it  would  lead  to  interrommuiiication  between  the 
respective  lines.  This  is  by  no  means  iuevitabh'.  I  propose  that  the 
sad  offices  be  performed  by  those  who  are  already  within  your  lines 
and  who  are  friends  of  your  Government.  (Jan  this  be  done  '  The 
same  thing  will  be  allowed  on  our  side. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

no.  ori.i). 

Ac/eut  of  K.icluinije. 


CONFEnERATE    STATES    nV    AMERICA,   WaK    1  >ErAi;TMENT, 

Xorrniliir    II.    ISIiT. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Aijfiit  if  ExvIkiikjc : 

SiK:  1  accei>t  your  proposition  <if  the  Kth  instant  for  the  immediate 
release  of  all  uieilical  officers  held  as  prisoners  on  both  sides  without 
reservation.  (_)f  course  I  undeistand  thai  this  jiroposition  applies  to 
future  cases  as  well  as  those  now  in  captivity.  As  .soon  as  you  forwaid 
our  medical  othcers  to  City  I'oint  yours  will  l)e  sent  there.  Am  1  right 
in  my  construction  that  this  agreement  applies  to  liiture  i'a|itures  .' 
ResiiectfuHv.  \'oar  ol)edient  servant, 

"   '  R().  orid). 

A,l,„t  of  i:.rrhn,i,je. 


Col.  R.  II.  Lee  is  now  a  i)risoner  of  war  in  W'asliington.  He  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Kernstown  in  Is<i-.  This  uoiind 
and  a  chronic  dysentery  of  several  yeais  staiidinL;-  lias  veiy  greail\- 
impaired  his  health,  never  stioiig,  and  he  now  uiifes  that  the  air  and 
continement  of  iiis  prison  are  making  seri(jus  inroads  on  liis  ^rrengrh. 
There  is.  in  fact,  every  rcascni  to  fear  that  he  cannot  outlive  a  pro- 
tracted continement.  It  is  earnestly  hoi)ed  tliese  facts  may,  in  the 
opinion  ol  the  President,  be  sufficient  to  make  Colonel  Lee's  case  an 
exception  to  the  policy  which  e\(dudes  special  exchanges,  and  that  the 
necessary  instructions  may  be  given  the  commissioner  of  exchange  to 
that  etfect. 
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'""'""""""""''         November  11,  1863. 
Secretary  of  War: 

The  special  character  of  this  ease  would  indicate  the  propriety  of 
making'  it  exceptional,  and  it  we  have  au  officer  of  the  enemy  whose 
health  has  siitfered  iu  lil^e  manner  the  proi)ositiou  might  be  made  and 
would  seem  to  be  most  likely  to  succeed,  as  it  assimilates  itself  to  an 
exchange  of  wounded  aud  does  not  promise  to  increase  our  efficiency 
immediately. 

JEFF'N   DAVIS. 

[S,',;.,ii.l  inaor.-eiueiit. 

November  11.  isii;5. 

f'oloiiel    (  )l'I.D: 

1  shall  readily  assent  to  a  fair  exchange  if  by  that  means  this  valu- 
able officer  can  be  released  from  his  continement.  The  officer  proft'ered 
for  a  special  exchange  should  be  assimilateil  iu  rank  and  condition  if 
a  case  of  tlie  kind  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  enemy  can  be  found 
among  the  prisoners  held  by  us. 

.1.  A.  SEDDON, 

tSicretary. 

l.Thinl  ind.ir-t'iueut   | 

November  13.  ISiio. 
Resiiectfully  returned  to  the   Honorable  Secretary  of  War.     I  base 
made  the  offer  imlicated  iu  the  indorsements. 

RO.  OL'LD, 
A(jt'iil  iif  ExchaiKje. 

Federal  prisoners  who  may  be  offered  for  Colonel  Lee: 

1.  Col.  William  11.  Powell.  Second  West  \'irgiiiia  Cavalry,  captured 
at  Wytheville,  Va..  .Iul\-  18,  isiio.  Is  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  a 
citizen  of  ()liio.     lias  lost  an  eye  and  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder. 

2.  Col.  William  11.  Mc(  'reery,  Twentytirst  Michigan.  Wounded  at 
(-'hickamaiiga  -I'tli  of  Seotember.  Is  now  nearly  well  of  his  wounds, 
but  is  permanently  disabled,  probably. 


li'IciniOND.  Xoftmhcr   11,  1S6'-J. 
■  Ion.  .r.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of   ]\\ir  : 

.SiE:  III  obedience  to  your  instrurtious  1  imdosc  the  order  *  to  Captain 
Turner  to  prei)are  the  prisoners  for  transportation  to  Danville.  1  beg 
that  the  u'l-eat  responsibility  resting  on  the  officers  iu  charge  of  the 
lirisoners  be  remembered  and  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  [)rovisious  be 
uisured  for  their  maiuten:iiice. 
liespectfuUy, 

.INi).   H.  WINDER, 
'   ,  .  .  l:ri>iinU,r-(lcitfntl. 


MemI'HIS,  yiirrmhi-r   1  J.  7a7;.V. 
MaJ.  Cu'u.  II.  W.  FlALi.ECK.  fniierni  in<  hn/: 

We  h;i\"e  some  thirty  prisoniMs  taken  by  (.'halniers.     lie  |iro])Oses  an 
jxchange  for  his  ofticeis  and  -oldicis  in  our  hands.     Can  1  do  so? 

S.   A.  Ill' RLE  FT, 

Miijor-(icneral. 

.      N.T  !..ini.i. 
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FoKT  ^[uNROE,  Xiiremher  12,  1863. 
Miij.  Gen.  R.  A.  ITitchcock: 

Mr.  OuUl  accepts  the  propo.sitiou  to  relea.se  all  medical  otficer.s  if  the 
proposition  a.i)plies  to  rnture  ca.ses  a.s  well  as  to  those  now  in  captivity. 
Please  teienraph  nie  anil  1  will  sen<l  a  boat  for  the  rebel  medical  otticers 
iu  onr  hands. 

S.  A.   MERKDITU, 

lirujadkr-dfneral. 


IlEADiil  Ai;  I'ER.-    FoCRTII    ARM\     CorPS, 

I'InittiiiuKxjii,  Trim.,  Stn-cmher   12,  IStlS. 
Brigailier- General  Cruft, 

CoiikIij.  First  Dirisian,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Rridi/eport,  Ttnn.: 
In  accordance  witli  instrnctious  received  from  de[)artment  head- 
(jiiarters  the  general  i-oinmaniling  directs  that  you  arrest  as  prisoners 
of  war  all  men  paroleil  at  Vicksbnrg  that  may  come  or  may  be  found 
within  your  lines,  or  that  may  be  found  by  your  command,  and  .^end 
them  to  (_'ai)t.  U.  M.  Goodwin,  assistant  to  the  provost-marslial-jreneral 
at  Nashville,  to  be  disposed  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Pristniers. 

Very  rcs],ectfnll\',  vonr  obetliciit  scixmit. 

.1.  S.   ITLLERTOX, 
Miijor  mid   Assistant   Ailjiitunt-Cnnitrnl. 


1m)|;t   MoNUdE,  Xorember   IJ,  I'^fS.i. 
Ca[it.  KnUARii   A.  Forbe.s.  Lil)ri)/   I'liso,,,  Uirlnnoml,  Vn.: 

Sir:  I  send  by  Hag-  of  triU'C  this  day  'Jl.oiio  rations,  the  distribution 
of  which  I  authorize  yon  to  snpcrintiMid.  Vou  w  dl  |)lcase  forward  me 
receipts  fiu' the  same.  Should  tlie  ('ontmlerate  authorities  allow  this 
course  to  be  |)ursued  in  subsisring  our  i)ri.soners  I  will  consider  ,\our 
receipts  as  evidence  of  the  fu't  ami  will  kee[)  up  the  sup[ily. 
\"er\-  res[)cctfiill\'.  Voiir  obedient  servant, 

S.   A.    MKRI'.DlTir. 
Biiiidilirrdnirnil  ami   Aijnit  of  Firhanije. 

Niivi:mijkr  M,  lS(i;'.. 
Respectfully  returned  ro  ISiigadicr  <  lencral  Meredith. 
Th's  letter  will  not  be  ilebxercd  to  Captain  Fcu'bes.  I  have  to  day 
iu  a  letter  intbrmed  ymi  that  the  rations,  including  caiulles,  will  be 
served  to  your  soldiers.  The  imuiner  in  which  riiat  is  to  be  done  will 
be  governed  by  our  regularions.  not  \ours.  I  f  you  are  not  satisfied 
with  tiio-i-  regulations  you  can  take  back  your  rations  and  withhold 
anv  in  the  fui  uie. 

R(».  OCLI), 
Aijcnt  of  E.cvhaiujt'. 


C)i'i-rci',  ("io[MissAi;\('ri:xKu.vL  cf  Prishners, 

Waslmiiiton,   IK  (■.,  yorruiht-r   l-.\  l^liS. 
Col.  A.  A.  .Sii-;\  Kx.s. 

C'liiuiiiiniiiini   Coiiiji    Mort'iii.  I niHnun polis.  TniJ.: 
Coi,i'Ni;l:   \'our  letter  ot   till-   ^rh    mutant    is    iu.-~t    received,  and   iu 
re[ily  1  ha\e  to  iiilonn  \ou  thai  the  elothing  leiiorted  by  yon  is  such  as 
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is  intended  for  issue  to  prisoners  of  war,  but  before  the  coats  are  issued 
tlie  buttons  siiould  be  taken  off  and  tlie  skirts  cut  short,  so  tliey  may 
not  be  nustakeu  for  our  men.  But  for  tLie  present  you  will  issue  no 
clothing  of  any  kind  except  in  cases  of  utmost  necessity.  So  long  as 
a  (irisoner  has  clothing  upon  him,  however  much  torn,  you  must  issue 
nothing  to  him,  nor  must  you  allow  him  to  receive  clothing  from  any 
but  members  of  his  immetliate  family,  and  only  when  they  are  in  abso- 
lute want. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  Sth  1  have  to  say  that  the  effects  left 
by  deceased  iirisoners  of  war  will  be  taken  possession  of,  tlie  money 
and  valuables  to  be  reported  to  this  oltice,  and  the  clothing,  if  of  any 
value,  to  be  given  to  other  prisoners  who  may  veiiuire  it.  If  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  deceased,  being  loyal,  claim  the  money  or  other 
valuables,  the  claim  with  the  proof  will  l)e  forwarded  to  this  office, 
^'cry  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAiSf, 
Colonel    Third  Infantry  ami   Camiii isxari/- OcneraL  of  Prisoners. 


CFiiCACrO,  Xoveinber  13,  If^fiS. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

By  iSpecial  Orders,  Xo.  45.").  War  Department,  Colonel  De  Land  with 
his  conunand  are  ordered  away  from  Camp  Donglas.  This  will  leave 
but  .".00  men  to  giuird  tJ.OOO  prisoners.  StO[)  this  if  possible.  The  camp 
would  not  be  safe  a  day.     All  told  tit  for  duty  now,  9.50  men. 

J.  A.  POTTER. 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


^\'ASUIN(i■T<l^^  Xorcmher  12,  lf<6S. 
^Major-General  GRA^T: 

Was  any  arrangement  made  Ix'tween  General  Eosecrans  and  Genend 
Bragi;'  by  which  prisoners  (jn  both  sides  were  released  on  parole.' 

W.  HOFF.MAN, 
Ciniiuiissary-dcneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Chaimtssioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,   \'a.,  November  J 9,  />^6".9. 
Hon.  Robert  Ot'LD.  Agent  for  E.rchancie,  Rirhmond: 

Sir:  I  acknowledge  the  receijit  of  your  <'Omnuinication  of  October 
31.  I  would  have  been  surprised  at  its  contents  had  I  not  been  jire- 
viously  aci|Uainted  with  your  habit  of  spei'ial  pleading  and  of  pervert- 
ing the  truth.  In  the  la>t  interview  but  one  which  I  had  with  you  you 
stated  to  me  distinctly  and  unequivocally  rlmt  you  would  make  decla- 
rations of  exchange  whenever  you  conscientiously  felt  that  yon  had  the 
right  so  to  do.  for  the  purpose  of  putting  men  into  the  field.  Vou  made 
this  statement  not  only  once,  but  two  or  three  times.  In  my  previous 
interview  with  you  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  have  verbal  [troposi- 
tions  of  any  importance  made  l>y  you  reduced  to  writing;  on  this  occa- 
sion I  refrained  from  my  usual  course,  now  much  to  my  regret,  as  1  will 
do  you  the  Justice  to  say  that  1  have  no  doubt  you  have  forgotten  what 
occurred  ati  that  meeting. 
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Tlie  following  extracts  from  two  of  yonr  letters  will  probably  serve 
to  convince  you  that  it  !.■<  hi;:lily  probable  that  while  laboring  under  the 
excitement  hinted  at  above  you  may  have  made  the  statement  attributed 
to  you.    From  your  letter  dated  <.)ctober  2,  1SG3,  I  take  the  following: 

I  now  inform  you,  in  vio.n-  of  the  rei'ent  declaration  of  cxrhanj^e  niado  by  you, 
oonpled  with  your  failnre  either  to  M^ree  to  or  decline  the  pro|i(.sition  made  by  [to] 
you  on  tlie  Jtth  of  Anj^iist  la.st  m  relation  to  paroles,  that  the  Confederate  anthoiities 
"will  consider  themselves  entirely  at  liberty  to  pursue  any  course  as  to  exc!iuni,'e,s  or 
paroles  which  they  may  deem  riijht  and  proper. 

Again,  in  your  letter  to  me  of  October  10  you  stated  as  follows: 

I  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  make  further  deolaratiims  of  exchange  from  time 
to  time,  based  upon  the  p.-iroles  in  my  office,  until  I  have  docia red  (3\chanf;ed  a  number 
of  Confederate  soldiers  enual  to  that  of  Federal  troops  declared  e.-cehauued  by  your 
last  notice. 

In  these  two  extracts  you  arrogate  to  your  GovernnitMit  and  to  your- 
self the  right  to  declare  exchanges.  Of  course,  a  tioveiniiifnt  in  as 
prosperous  a  condition  as  the  Confederacy,  with  men  in  su])erabundance 
to  put  into  the  field,  would  not  declare  lueu  exchanged  for  tliat  purp(]sc, 
nor  would  a  high-toned,  honorable  gentleman,  who  has  I'eserved  to  liiin 
self  the  right  to  declare  exchanges,  use  that  right  with  the  idea  of  put- 
ting men  in  the  tield.  Vet  it  is  well  known  that  many  oflicers  and  men 
captured  at  Vicksburg  were  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  I  deem  it 
proper  here  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  LS,()0()  paroles  which 
yini  state  you  have  in  your  possession  and  which  you  claim  as  valid. 
You  rest  the  \alidity  of  the  paroles  (which  1  have  never  seen,  and  which 
you  acknowledge  to  have  been  accumulating  for  many  months)  on  ( len- 
eral  ( )rders  of  the  tTnited  States  (iovernment.  Xos.  4!)  and  100.  These 
two  orders  announceil  general  rules  based  on  the  usages  of  war,  but  a 
cartel  having  been  agreed  upon,  no  order  of  either  party  could  set 
aside  its  provisions  (which  I  have  stated  to  you  on  several  occasions). 
For  instance,  a  comiiiander  on  being  captured  might  under  some  cir- 
cumstances give  a  parole  for  himself  aud  his  command  without  violating 
(leneral  Orders,  No.  100  (which  includes  General  Orders,  No,  49);  but 
unless  the  paroling  was  done  at  City  Point  or  other  named  place  it 
would  be  ill  violation  of  the  cartel:  nor  could  exceptions  be  taken  to 
this  course  by  the  party  granting  the  parole,  because  the  validity  of 
tiie  parole  depends  on  a  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
cartel.  Paragraph  l.!0  of  Order  lOO,  which  prescribes  the  duties  that 
a  ]iaroled  soldier  may  perform,  is  also  to  some  extent  set  aside  by  the 
cartel,  which  restricts  these  duties  to  a  much  more  liniite<i  tield  than 
the  oriler.  I'aragraiih  131,  which  you  attempt  to  make  so  much  of,  is 
also  rendered  inoiierative  by  the  cartel,  because  it  could  onlv  apply  to 
paroles  given  at  the  points  designated  for  delivery,  but  all  such  paroles 
are  by  the  cartel  iinule  invalid,  and  the  paroling  ])arty  therefore  has  no 
pretext  for  claiming  their  recognition.  Had  such  a  i-laiiu  been  admitted 
the  effect  at  (lettyslnirg  \\onld  have  been  to  give  to  Oeneral  11.  10.  Lee 
the  privilege  of  jilacing  his  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be  delivered  to 
him  at  City  Point  at  our  own  charge,  a  <;laiiii  so  manifestly  absurd  that 
I  am  surjirised  that  even  you  should  have  had  the  assurance  to  make 
it.  Yet  on  precisely  this  ground  rests  the  foiunlatioa  for  the  IS.OOO 
paroles  which  you  claim  as  valid.  Paroles  on  the  tield  of  battle,  often 
given  in  haste  by  an  enemy  unable  to  take  care  of  or  rei'eive  tliein,  are 
informal  and  iii\-alid  by  the  laws  of  war,  Most  of  the  paroles  above 
ineutioiied  were  taken  by  guerrillas,  bushwhackers,  and  detached  com 
inands  in  the  ^Vesr.  No  possession  was  ever  had,  no  delivery  was  ever 
made,  and  no  rolls  have  ever  been  furnished  of  those  giving  them.    On 
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the  capture  of  a  town  by  a  cavalry  raid,  the  command  remained  long 
enough  to  take  the  paroles  of  the  unarmed  citizens  there  and  then 
decamped,  leaving  the  piiroled  men  behind  and  forwarding  the  paroles 
to  accumulate  in  your  office  in  Hichnioi:d.  Yet  you  have  the  assurance 
to  say  that  you  expect  the  LJnitetl  States  Government  to  exchange  pris- 
oners legitimately  captured  in  battle  and  now  held  in  custody  for  such 
paroles  as  these. 

It  is  well  for  you  to  write  letters  tilled  with  well-figured  indignation 
at  any  iniputati(ni  upon  the  integrity  or  honesty  of  your  Government 
or  yourself  for  publication  in  the  South,  to  delude  the  suU'ering  people 
there  into  the  belief  that  you  and  your  Government  are  doing  every- 
thing to  cause  a  resumi)tiou  of  exchanges;  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say 
that  your  principles  are  so  tlexilile  and  your  rule  of  action  so  slightly 
intiuenced  by  a  sense  t>f  truth,  honesty,  or  honor,  that  I  tinil  it  almost 
iiJipossible  to  arrive  at  any  fair  understanding  with  you  on  the  subject, 
and  all  my  efforts  thus  far.  for  the  above  reason,  have  been  iruitless. 

In  your  communication  of  tictober  L'T  you  use  the  following  language: 

I  state  that  General  Orders.  \os.  49  aud  1I)U,  were  not  sent  to  me  at  the  same  time. 
I  received  General  Orders,  No.  49,  louj;-  before  No.  100  was  delivered  to  me.  Their 
respective  dates  will  show  that  to  l)e  the  faet.  Mv  own  persoaal  recollection  is  that 
Geueral  (Orders,  Xo.  loO,  was  never  commnnicateif  in  a  letter. 

You  then  proceed  to  impress  the  public  with  an  idea  of  your  careful 
habits  as  follows : 

It  is  my  habit  faithfully  to  keep  all  letters  written  by  the  Federal  agent  of 
exchange. 

But  this  most  important  letter  haitfieued  to  be  mislaid,  which, intelli- 
gence you  convey  to  the  Southern  public  as  follows: 

A  carefnl  seareh  of  the  records  of  my  otiiee  does  not  disclose  any  letter  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ludlow  communicating  (ieneral  Orders.  >o.  lOo. 

On  November  7  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  hereto  annexed,  copied 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow's  letter-book,  but  through  fear  that  it 
might  have  met  the  fate  of  the  original  aud  miscarried  I  send  it  again: 

llEADQC.ARTEKS    DePARTMKNT    OK    VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe.   I'n.,  May  -',  IS63. 
Hon.  RoBKHT  Oui.D,  Agent  for  Exchamje  of  Frinoiiers  : 

SIR:  I  have  I  he  honor  to  inclose  to  you  copies  of  General  (Orders,  Xo.  49  and 
Xo.  100.  of  War  Department,  announcing  regulations  and  instructions  for  tlie  govern- 
ment of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  the  Held  in  the  nuitter  of  parole.-i.  These,  together  with 
the  stipulations  of  tlie  cartel,  will  govern  our  Army.  I  w<iuld  invite  your  .special 
attention  to  anich'  7  of  the  cartel,  which  provides  that  all  prisoners  of  war  shall  be 
sent  to  places  of  (hlivery  therein  specihed.  The  execution  of  this  article  will  olivi- 
ate  much  discussion  and  ditiiculty  growing  out  of  the  mode,  time,  and  place  of  giv- 
ing jiariiles.  Xo  paroles  or  exchanges  will  be  considered  binding  except  tliose  under 
tlie  stipulations  of  said  article  permitting  eommanilers  rif  thi'  two  opposing  armies 
to  exchange  or  release  on  parole  at  other  points  niutiuilly  agreeil  on  by  said 
comnianders. 

I  am,  vcrv  res[iecflull\ ,  \om'  obedient  servant, 

\VM.   H.  LUDLOW, 
l.ieiilriioiil-Coloni  I  ami  .lijinl  fir  l-lxchauye  of  Prisoners. 

It  appears  to  me  thtit  you  lia\e  been  unfortunate  on  two  occasions — 
tirst.  in  forgetting  tlie  starenient  you  made  to  nie,  alluded  to  in  the 
beginning  of  this  communication,  and.  second,  in  your  not  having 
retteived  the  above  letter.  As  ccunmunications  between  the  agents  of 
exchange  go  through  but  two  hands  (the  assistant  tigents),  it  strikes 
me  as  a  little  extraordinary  thtit  out  of  hundreds  the  above  shoukl  be 
the  only  one  to  miscarry. 
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The  deuials  of  facts  which  abound  in  your  hist  letter,  though  they 
may  liave  some  weight  iu  the  South,  will  not  avail  to  convince  the 
people  of  the  Nortii  that  you  are  not  utterly  reckless  of  integ-rirv  and 
fairness,  and  full  of  tinesse,  in  your  declarations  of  exchange  and  the 
foundations  you  claim  for  them. 
Tves])ectfullv, 

S.  A.  MKREDITH. 
Uriijnilifr-deiit'ral  niiil   Comiiii.tnionrr  of  Exthnmie. 


N()ve:mbek  12,  1S();3. 
Capt.  W.  S.  Winder,  Assistant  Adjutant-Ofncrdl : 

A.  D.  Streigbt,  oolimel  iu  [Fifty- first |  Indiana  Regiment,  a  pris(jner 
of  war.  had  on  his  person  when  he  arrived  in  Richmond  a  sum  of 
money,  which  was  taken  from  him  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
quartermaster.  He  claims  this  sum  as  private  pro[)erty,  and  I  am 
directed  to  examine  and  reiiort  ui)on  the  validity  of  rhis'claim.  Tiie 
sum  is  82,6lL'  in  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  and  8932  in  Southern  bank  bills. 
Of  this  be  received  8100  in  U.  !S.  Treasury  notes  before  the  parcel  was 
haiuled  over  to  tJie  (luartermaster.  The  letter  of  (ieneral  Forrest, 
which  is  Hied,  contirms  the  statement  of  Colonel  atreight  as  to  his 
receiving  SSOO  of  the  U.  S.  notes.  It  was  a  sharp  transaction,  by 
which  he  shaved  his  own  surgeons  at  the  rate  of  so  per  cent.,  receiving 
from  them  Confederate  notes,  which  lie  exchangeil  with  (jeneral  Forrest 
for  D".  8.  notes  at  par.  This  amount  of  8SU0  is  certainly  private  prop- 
erty. Whether  the  surgeons  have  any  e([uital)le  claim  to  it  is  for  them 
to  settle  with  Colonel  Streigbt. 

As  respects  the  remainder  of  the  money  there  is  no  positive  proof. 
All  of  the  U.  S.  notes  are  stated  by  Captain  ."\Iortit,  i|uartermaster, 
to  be  in  the  original  packages,  and  not  to  have  been  in  circula- 
tion. This  is  almost  conclusive  evidence  that  it  is  money  belonging  to 
the  (lovernment.  Colonel  Streigbt  explains  that  be  lunl  85,000  in 
S<iutliern  notes,  which  be  purchased  in  Nashville  to  use  (jn  his  exiieili- 
tion.  lie  admits  that  be  used  it  for  the  i)ari)oses  of  bis  (;omniand.  He 
could  have  had  no  other  use  for  it,  unless  he  intended  engaging  iu 
illicit  trade  unbecoming  bis  [losition.  He  virtually  admits  that  he  was 
disbursing  oliicer  of  his  coniinand,  and  lie  cannot  now  shelter  himself 
beh.iiil  the  iinsiipiioited  and  iiii[)iobable  statemei.t  tliat  be  was  advanc- 
ing money  for  ids  (iovcrnnit-nt  out  ot  bis  own  means.  He  says  that  be 
received  these  notes  Crom  bis  ,|iiiirtrrinaster.  Tiiis  is  very  probatde  and 
is  doubtless  true.  That  he  reccixcd  it  in  repayment  ot  bis  advances  Is 
very  imjirobable. 

For  tlioe  reasons  I  tliinl<  it  pi'o|ier  to  regard  all  the  funds,  except 
8SiiO,  as  money  helonuinu  to  tiie  rmted  States  (.overnment.  and 
theretbre  liable  to  eonh-cation. 

<  )f  the  8S00,  8iiti'  is  [iroht  on  bis  transaeti()ii>  with  the  surgeons 
and  with  General  F'oriest.  The  remaininu  81t>o  might  be  pr(ii)erly 
reuarded  as  standing  on  the  same  tbotin:^'  with  the  other  moneys,  but 
from  due  res|iect  to  the  terms  of  capitulation  agreed  to  l)y  (General 
Forrest,  I  think  it  better  to  allow  him  to  retain  the  whole  sum  of 
8s;oo.  1  put  the  sum  at  8.-00,  though  Colonel  8.  claims  that  the  proper 
amount  is  8s."iO.  (General  Forrest  states  the  amount  to  be  ■■^Sno.  I  tile 
a  eop\'  of  what  i)uri)orts  to  be  an  order  from  the  War  l)i'i)artmeiit  at 
Washington.     If  this  be  genuine  the  Government  would  be  warranted 
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in  confiscating  all  of  this  money  except  the  $800,  even  if  it  be  decided 
that  it  is  private  property. 

Cohinel  Streight  asks  to  be  allowed  $100  in  Confederate  money  per 
month.  This  is  not  unreasonable.  [  therefore  recommend  that  Cap- 
tain Mortit,  assistant  qnartermastt-r,  be  ordered  to  credit  Colonel 
Streight  with  $700  in  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  ($100  having  been  received 
by  Colonel  Streight  before  the  funds  were  transferred  to  Captain 
Mortit);  that  he  pay  him  therefrom  S 100  per  month  in  Confederate 
currency  so  long  as  he  remains  a  prisoner,  and  that  whatever  may  be 
left  of  the  87UO  at  the  termination  of  his  inii)risonment  be  then  paid 
him:  that  the  remainder  of  the  funds  taken  from  Colonel  Streight  be 
transferred  to  the  credit  of  the  (government  as  money  confiscated.  In 
making  settlement  with  Colonel  Streight  he  should  be  credited  by  the 
fair  market  value  of  his  money. 

Captain  Morflt  requests  me  to  ask  that  he  receive  specific  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  iiim  when  considerable  amounts 
are  found  on  the  ])ersons  of  prisoners.  Any  general  rule  may  work 
hardship  in  particular  cases.  1  therefore  suggest  that  Captain  Mortit 
be  directed  to  report  for  investigation  every  instance  in  which  more 
than  $.")0()  is  found  on  a  prisoner. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I.   H.  CARRINGTON, 

Commissioner,  d'c. 


XOVEMBER    16,  186J. 

General  Forrest  stipulated  when  he  accepted  the  capitulation  that 
private  property  would  be  respected,  and  this  stii)ulation  relieves  Col- 
onel Streight  from  the  foifciture  of  his  money,  which  might  otherwise 
have  very  properly  been  enforred  mion  the  principles  announced  in 
general  orders  of  his  own  Government. 

The  question,  then,  is  how  much,  if  any,  of  this  money  is  his.  Mr. 
Carrington  recommends  that  lie  be  allowed  880(»  received  of  General 
Forrest  without  reference  t"  the  propriety  of  vStreight's  financiering 
with  his  own  officers  or  General  Forrest's  liberality  in  exchanging  Con- 
federate for  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  at  jiar.  I  think  Streight  is  entitled 
to  the  amount  paid  him  by  General  Forrest.  Streight  says  it  was  $8.">0 
and  Forrest  says  it  was  about  $8(M».  1  would  accept  Streight's  own 
statement  and  credit  him  as  Major  C.  proposes,  with  the  $850,  less  the 
slOO  already  paid. 

The  residue  was  doubtless  the  jn-operty  of  his  Government.  Tt  is 
extremely  improbal)le  that  on  such  an  expedition  he  would  carry  a 
large  amount  of  private  funds,  and  the  circumstances  indicate  very 
clearly  tiiat  he  was  supplied  with  notes  of  his  Government  to  use  as 
occasion  re(piired.  His  story  is  altogether  imi>robable.  not  less  as  to 
the  amount  of  i)rivate  funds  with  which  he  left  Nashville  than  as  to 
the  pretended  acceptance  b.v  him  dining  the  raid  of  so  much  money 
from  his  cpiartermaster  in  pavmcnt  of  a  (iebt  due  by  his  Government. 

B.   R.  W[ELLFORD],  Ji;. 

December  15.  ISGo. 

Respectfully  returned  to  General  \Viiider. 

The  Department  is  satislii-d  that  the  money  found  on  Colonel  Streight 
was  the  property  of  the  L'nited  States  Government,  and  it  will  there- 
fore be  accounted  for  by  the  quartermaster  who  has  it  as  the  property 


CORRESPONDENCE,   ETC. UNION    AND    CONFEDERATE.        509 

ol  the  Coufederate  States  by  right  of  cuptnre.  Out  of  this  amount, 
however,  the  quartermaster  will  retain  lor  Colonel  Streight's  private 
use  $750  in  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  (making,  with  the  8100  already  paid 
to  him,  the  full  amount  claimed  by  liiin  as  received  from  General 
Forrest,  which  the  Department  is  willing  to  recognize  as  his  pri\ate 
property),  and  pay  to  him,  as  he  reipiests,  in  monthly  installments  of 
$100  in  Confederate  money:  the  balance,  if  any,  to  be  paid  him  when 
exchanged.  In  making  settlement  with  him  ho  is  to  be  allowed  the 
fair  market  value  of  ('.  S.  notes. 

Captain  Mortit  will  be  re(iuiicd,  as  Mr.  C.  suggests,  to  re[)ort  for 
investigation  and  instruction  all  i.-ises  in  which  more  than  -SoOO  (Con- 
federate currency)  is  found  on  the  person  of  any  prisoner. 

As  this  matter  may  be  the  subject  of  discussion  and  remark,  this 
_ report  and  accompanying  papers  had  better  be  returned  to  be  tiled  in 
this  Department. 

i>y  order  of  Secretary  of  War: 

.1.   .V.  CAilPBHLL. 
A.ssi.sldiit.  iSecretunj  of   Witr. 


War  Dei'AKT3IENT,  Waali'nujtim,  Xorcmljcr  I'l.  isti:;. 
Major-General   UvTh'ER,  Fortress  Monroe,   Vn. : 

Tliere  is  an  urgent  necessity  to  jirovide  in  your  dei)artraent  a  suitable 
dei)ot  for  rebel  juisoners  of  war  without  any  delay.  I  lieg  to  recall  the 
subject  to  your  attention  and  ask  y<m  to  take  immediate  n\easures  to 
establisli  a  depot  at  such  point  as  you  may  deem  suitable  in  your 
department,  and  inform  me  how  soon  you  \rill  be  ready  to  receive 
prisoners  of  war  and  iu  what  numbers. 

EDWIN    :\I.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


I'oRT  MoNRiii;,  Xoreiiiher  i:j,  /.^y/.v. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  if  War: 

Telegram  received.  AVill  leave  to-morrow  morning  to  select  a  depot 
in  accordance  with  our  conversation.  The  rebel  papers  say  that  the 
U.  S.  prisoners  are  about  leaving  Richmond  to  be  distributed  through 
several  prisons  at  the  South. 

B.   E.  BUTLEK, 
Mdjnr-aeni  ral,  ComiiHindimj. 


Ei'UT  MoNKOK,  Niiri'inher   l'!,  ISHS. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secrctanj  nf  War  : 

If  you  will  send  me  two  regiments  of  the  Invalid  Corps.  I  will  be 
ready  in  ten  days  for  any  number  of  prisoners  yon  may  wish  to  send. 
I  desire  to  have  Ilrig.  (ten.  E.  W.  Ilinks  (irdeied  to  reiiort  to  me  imme- 
diately to  take  charge  iif  the  preparation  for  and  charge  of  the  pris- 
oners. This  is  on  the  sujiposition  that  neither  tents  n;ir  barracks  ari' 
to  be  use<l  for  the  prisoners.  If  rei|uireil.  1  can  erect  the  one  ami 
make  a  reipiisition  for  the  other.  I  will  rt'port  ui  full  ujion  the  place 
selected  anil  the  reason  for  selection  to-inorrow  by  letter. 

v.:  E.  lU'TLEU. 
Major- (reneral,  L'ommandlinj. 
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KlCHMOND,  Va.,  November  13,  1803. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

By  this  flag  boat  1  write  the  President  very  briefly,  ffivincr  sneh 
iut'ormation  as  may  possibly  be  of  some  interest.*  I  hope  you  may  see 
the  letter.     I  have  been  behind  the  curtain  in  rebeldom. 

The  officers  here  are  very  earnest  that  rebel  officers,  prisoners,  may 
be  placed  immediately  on  precisely  the  same  level  that  we  occupy. 
We  sleep  on  the  floor  without  blankets  except  as  we  obtain  them  from 
our  friends.  Only  one  of  our  rooms  lias  glass;  all  the  others,  five  in 
number,  have  open  windows,  free  to  the  sweep  of  the  northers. 

We  have  one-lialf  pound  of  corn  bread  (about)  of  unsifted  meal  and  a 
little  rice  and  two  or  three  sweet  potatoes  a  day  each,  and  that  is  all. 
Yesterday  I  had  eight  i)otatoes;  two  of  them  were  less  than  medium  size, 
but  good ;  the  rest  were  worthless,  being  no  larger  than  one's  finger.  We. 
have  water  ad  libitum.  Our  rations  are  that  and  no  more  and  nothing 
else  I  Our  captivity  is  aggravated  by  the  knowledge  that  rebel  officers 
in  (lur  hands  have  comfortable  quarters,  abundant  and  various  lations 
of  excellent  i|uality.  General  Morgan's  chief  of  staff,  now  exchanged 
for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Irvine,  assistant  commissioner  of  exchange,  was 
here  some  time  since  and  expressed  his  indignation  at  the  treatment 
we  received,  remarking  that  they  (rebel  prisoners  in  our  hands)  made 
savings  of  their  rations,  with  which  they  obtained  butter,  eggs,  milk, 
&c.  We  entirely  concur  in  the  policy  of  treating  the  rebel  soldiers 
kindly,  but  we  entreat  that  officers  may  at  once  be  subjected  to  the 
same  treatment  that  we  suffer.  Such  a  course  may  possibly  obtain  for 
us  some  amelioration  of  our  condition.  Our  captivity  would  be  intol- 
erable but  for  our  purchases  of  necessaries,  being  more  than  81,00U  a 
day  at  euoi  raons  prices,  everything  costing  us  from  .TO  to  100  per  cent, 
above  market  prices,  and  for  the  prospects  in  the  immediate  future, 
as  we  Judge  of  them  from  the  intelligence  we  obtain.  Our  officers 
are  robbed  of  everything  when  caittnred,  if  not  then,  when  taken  into 
prison;  money,  clothes,  all  valuables,  otteu  of  watches.  We  wisli  that 
the  great  amount  of  money  taken  from  ( ieneral  Morgan,  his  officers  and 
men,  may  not  be  restored  to  them,  but  employed  to  make  good  to  our 
officers  these  losses.  If  we  are  to  be  detained  here,  to  which  we  cheer- 
fully agree  if  the  interests  of  the  country  require  it,  we  can  use  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  rebel  money,  8100.000  for  two  months,  for  which 
the  officers  will  pay  at  market  prices  about  10  per  cent.  The  authori- 
ties here  give  7  for  1.  I  believe  I  am  the  only  general  officer  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  the  rebels  hold,  while  we  have  many  of  theirs.  Perhaps  you  may 
think  it  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  procure  my  exchange 
soon. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  starvation  rations  that  we  get  are 
due  to  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  rebel  (jovernmeut.  I  think  meat 
cannot  be  had,  either  from  its  scarcity  or  from  the  unwillingness  of  the 
farmers  to  part  with  it  for  the  currency.  Probably  both  considera- 
tions are  involved  in  the  matter.  Gold  to-day  is  quoted  at  l.JO  per 
cent.  (1.3  per  1);  corn  meal,  >!lS  to  •■*20:  potatoes.  .$10.50  to  -Slli;  flour  at 
wholesale,  $110:  sweet  jiotatoes,  •'il.'.oO  one-half  peck:  ducks,  $7  to  -^S 
apiece;  everything  else  in  proportion.  You  will  see  by  this  timt  the 
rebel  currency  is  now  very  near  zero,  to  which  it  will  instantly  fall 
upon  a  decided  vu-tory  either  in  Virginia  or  Tennessee.  The  regular 
issue  here  is  •'*'")0,000,000  a  month.  ;is  stated  by  a  Richmond  paper.  It  is 
very  easy  to  see  that  the  rebellion  cannot  possibly  run  ou  much  longer, 

*Letti.T  uot  tbuiid. 
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but  inii.st  purish  from  mere  iuaniHon.  The  leaders  are  despondent  at 
European  prospects,  and  none  of  the  papers  talk  now  of  certain  inde- 
pendence, but  rather  of  perishin'ic  under  the  fallen  fabric  of  the  Con- 
federacy. The  people  will  not  perish  if  they  can  help  it,  but  prefer  to 
live  happily  as  members  of  the  reunited  nation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NEAL  DOW, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  ^'.  Volunteers. 

P.  s. — To-day  indifferent  and  poor  corn  bread  has  been  served  to  us. 
The  entire  ration  is  a  piece  of  lioecake  six  by  four  and  a  iialf  inches  and 
one  inch  thick  and  one  sweet  potato,  small  size  and  poor  quality,  and 
water. 

This  will  sustain  life  for  a  time,  and  that  is  all.  It  will  not  keep  us 
in  health,  but  will  soon  induce  disease  and  expose  us  to  pestilence.  I 
see  no  prospect  of  improvement  in  our  condition.  To-day  TOO  nf  our 
men  were  sent  oft'  to  Danville,  Va.,  to  relieve  the  market  here.  All  are 
to  be  sent  to  ditierent  points  soon  for  the  same  reason. 


CHATTANOO(iA,  Xovfrnber  13,  1S63. 
]Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson,   Vicksburg,  Miss.: 

Release  all  the  Vicksbuig'  prisoners  according  to  agreement.     We 
will  not  violate  good  faith,  if  the  rebels  do.     Parole  the  surgeons.* 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  General. 


Chattanooga,  November  13,  I'^ns. 
Colonel  Hoffman: 

Colonel:  lam  informed  by  General  Thomas  that  an  .irrangement 
was  entered  into  between  (ienerals  Rosecrans  and  Bragg  tor  a  mutual 
release  on  parole  of  the  wounded  of  both  armies;  that  in  pursuance  of 
said  arrangement  there  were  paroled  by  General  Rosecrans  i  brigadier- 
general,  1  captain,  and  L'T  enlisted  men  of  the  Confederate  army,  and 
by  General    Bragg,   1    major,   11    captains,  30   subalterns,    and   1,091 


enlisted  men. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 

Maior-Generai. 


Office  ('hmmissionek  f^r  BxrHANOE, 

Lcrt  Monroe,  \'(i..  Xacember  13,  L^63. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  nf  Kxchaiigr,  Wiishingtoii,  IKC: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  rejiort  of  Maj.  John  E. 
Mulford.  who  had  charge  of  the  tlagof  truce  boat  which  conveyed  the 
prisoners  of  war  recently  sent  from  City  Point  to  Annapolis.  In  this 
connection  1  deem  it  due  to  Major  .Mulford  to  state  that  I  have  found 
him  on  all  occasions  a  careful,  energetic,  and  exceedingly  humane  man, 
and  I  was  much  surprised  to  hear  that  reports  detrimental  to  his  reiMi- 
tation  as  such  should  have  reached  the  War  Department. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MKREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

•ScH  .Mol'hersoii  to  Oraut,  O.tob.-r  I'ri,  1863.  .-Series  I,  \'ol.  .XXXI,  Part  I,  p.  71S, 
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Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  13,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Frisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

General  :  lu  compliance  witli  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement  in  relation  to  certain  prisoners  of  war 
recently  brought  from  City  Point,  Va,,  under  my  charge: 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1803,  I  received  on  board  steamer  New  York 
at  Fort  Monroe  185  convalescent  Confederate  prisoners  of  war,  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  City  Point,  Va.,  where  on  the  following  day  I  deliv- 
ered them  to  the  Confederate  authorities  and  received  in  return  183 
sick  and  wounded  U.  S.  prisoners  of  war  and  5  citizen  prisoners.  Pre- 
vious to  receiving  on  board  the  Federal  prisoners  I  caused  the  Confed- 
erate prisoners  to  be  removed  from  the  hospital  and  otiier  portions  of 
the  boat  which  I  designed  to  occupy  and  personally  sui)erintended  as 
thorough  a  cleaning  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit,  after 
which  and  before  I  delivered  a  single  man  of  the  detachment  I  had  in 
charge  I  received  on  board,  under  my  own  personal  attention,  every 
man  of  the  Federal  prisoners. 

The  wretched  condition  and  appearance  of  our  men  enlisted  the 
warmest  sympathies  of  all  on  board  my  vessel,  and  both  oflicers  and 
crew  rendered  every  attention  in  their  power  to  the  .sufferers.  Doctor 
Carey,  the  surgeon  {who  has  been  on  this  duty  for  the  last  twelve 
months),  with  his  assistants,  devoted  their  entire  time  and  energies  to 
the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  prisoners  during  the  eighteen  honrsthey 
were  on  board  my  boat.  Immediately  after  receiving  the  detachment 
on  board  I  had  rations  of  bread,  coilee,  and  meat  issued  in  unlimited 
quantities.  The  bread  was  in  part  soft  and  part  hard.  The  soft  bread 
was  issued  to  the  hospital  patients  by  my  iuiiividual  in.structions.  The 
reason  of  our  being  short  of  soft  bread  on  this  occasion  was  in  conse- 
quence of  being  unable  to  procure  it  at  the  commissary  depot.  My 
requisition  was  tilled  in  part  with  hard  bread. 

The  most  feeble  and  delicate  patients  were  provided  with  beef  tea  and 
other  food  suited  to  their  situation.  There  was  not  on  board  when  I 
received  these  men  sutticienr  blankets  to  protect  and  render  comfortable 
the  entire  detachment,  but  on  my  anival  at  Fort  Monroe  I  made 
arrangements  for  and  procured  all  that  were  needed,  and  also  received 
such  supplies  of  fomi  and  medicine  that  was  necessary  for  the  trip  to 
Annapolis,  Md.  I  also  telegraphed  to  the  officer  who  receives  prisoners 
from  me  at  that  point  of  tlie  number  and  condition  of  the  men  under 
my  charge  in  order  to  liave  suitable  iirrangemeuts  made  for  their  recep- 
tion. On  my  arrival  at  Annapolis  early  the  next  morning  I  found  Doc- 
tor Vanderkieft,  surgeon  in  charge,  with  his  assistants,  waiting  to 
receive  the  men.  They  were  tenderly  and  speedily  transferred  to  his 
hospital,  and  our  connection  with  them  ceased. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  mention   that  I  have  a  surgeon,  acting  hospital 
steward,  and  the  requisite  attendants  detailed  to  me  permanently  on 
board  the  steamer,  and  the  boat  is  kei)t  well  provided  for  the  accom- 
modation and  transportation  of  ])risoueLS,  sick  and  wounded. 
1  am,  general,  very  rcsiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  E.  MULFOKD, 
Major  (1)1(1  Assistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 
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Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  13,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Washington,  I).  C: 
General:  J.  have  the  honor  to  forward  jou  lierewith  the  news- 
paper containing  Mr.  Quid's  letter  and  a  copy  of  my  reply  thereto. 
Also  a  copy  of  his  letter  acceptinj,'  the  proposition  for  the  release  of 
medical  officers,  and  a  copy  of  his  letter  relating  to  the  delivery  of  the 
remains  of  killed.* 

My  letter  has  been  forwardeil  to  ^[r.  Ould. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaTit, 

S.  A.  MKKEDITH, 
lirigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Washington,  I).  C,  Xoremher  13,  1863. 
Major  General  Hitchcock:, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

In  behalf  of  citizens  of  the  Northern  States  imprisoned  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  I  wish  to  state  that  their  position  is  in  the  highest  degree  uncom- 
fortable and  threatening  to  their  health.  Their  footl  is  better  than  that 
which  the  private  soldier  receives  (for  I  was  tor  three  days  and  nights 
m  a  tobacco  factory  with  our  ])rivates  last  week)  and  yet  it  is  not  sufd- 
cient,  neither  in  quantity  nor  in  ([uality.  But  though  they  suffer  frpm 
hunger  continually,  they  sirfler  more  from  cold.  They  have  but  few 
blankets,  no  beds,  no  bunks  or  cots;  many  of  our  citizens  who  have 
the  means  of  living  very  comfortably  at  home  lie  upon  the  bare  tloor, 
often  without  any  covering  for  weeks  or  months;  their  health  suffers. 

There  are  some  who  are  kept  as  hostages  for  some  certain  ones  of 
their  citizens  held  by  our  Government;  these,  all  but  two,  are  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.,  the  two  excepted  are  Friends  or  <t)uakers,  who  are 
held  for  two  of  their  citizens,  held,  they  say,  by  our  Government.  The 
number  of  our  citizens  (citizens  of  the  Xortheru  States)  is  unknown  to 
me,  but  it  is  much  less  than  the  number  of  I'nion  men  and  boys  of  the 
slaveholding  States  whom  they  hold  for  disloyalty  to  them. 

A  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Ould  informed  a  Northern  citizen,  a  Mr.  Alfred 
Ilreugle,  of  Frederick,  ^Md.,  imprisoned  in  the  same  room  with  myself, 
that  they  had  given  orders  to  their  cavalry  to  take  a  certain  number  of 
Union  men — I  Itelieve  -00 — and  wc  have  noticed  that  the  order  has  been 
at  least  partially  executed,  for  many  more  Uni(ju  men  from  Northern 
Virginia  have  been  adde(l  to  the  number  in  the  pris(ui  before.  He 
(3Ir.  Ould)  added  that  when  they  had  secured  the  number  they  had 
ordered  to  be  brougiit  in  they  would  have  as  uiany  as  our  Government 
and  then  that  our  Government  would  be  willing  to  exchange. 

There  are  some  half  dozen  or  more  sutlers  and  sutlers"  clerks  in  the 
lU'ison  I  was  in.  These  men  eraploycd  a  lawyer  (Humphrey  Marshall) 
to  secure  their  liberation — he  had  otfered  his  services.  He  informed 
tiiem  he  had  succeeded  in  everything  but  in  getting  the  consent  of  .Mr. 
Ould  to  the  arrangement.     The  latter,  he  said,  proposed  to  let  them 

'See  Meredith  to  Ould,  October  17,  p.  388;  Ould  to  Mereditli,  (Irtober  20,  p.  101; 
Ould  to  Meredith.  0(tolier27,  p.  tl'S;  Ould  to  Meri-ditli.  i  >ctolier27,  p.  430;  Meredith 
to  I  >uld,  ("letolier  2H,  p.  Ul ;  Ould  to  Meredith,  Oc  tober  :U,  p.  432.  aud  Ould  to  Mere- 
dith, November  11.  p.  .XU. 
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come  in  return  for  the  first  citizens  our  Governineut  should  send  to 
them.  Hearing  this,  Mr.  Breiigle,  referred  to  before,  asked  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Ould,  and  obtaining  one  received  the  reply  from  Mr. 
Ould  that  he  would  be  sent  also,  if  our  Government  sent  any  citizens 
down  by  Hag  of- truce  boat.  We  therefore  understood  and  inferred, 
■whether' correctly  or  not,  that  Mr.  Ould  would,  to  a  certain  extent  at 
least,  be  willing  to  exchange  man  for  man.  The  scarcity  of  provisions 
among  them  is  such  that  they  might,  without  agreeing  on  any  plan,  be 
willing  to  umke  some  exchanges,  especially  if  our  Government  could 
begin  by  sending  them  some  of  those  persons  for  whom  they  (the 
rebels)  have  already  sent  otf  hostages,  such  as  Doctor  Hamilton  and 
Mr.  Culbertson.of  Pennsylvania,  now  at  Salisbury,  and  Mr.  Hollings- 
■worth  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  now  in  Castle 
Thunder,  held  as  hostages  for  two  nur  Government  now  holds.  It 
would  be  better  for  some  principle  of  exchange  to  be  agreed  upon, 
but  each  citizen  rescued  from  such  a  hanl  and  unhealthful  imprison- 
ment is  so  much  done  in  the  right  direction  and  so  much  misery  turned 
into  hajipiness. 

Of  the  soldiers,  thousands  will  contract  disease  this  winter  which 
■will  be  fatal  to  them  sooner  or  later.  Many  are  now  sick,  though 
not  so  considered.  Before  I  left,  from  one  warehouse  many  liad  been 
collected;  among  the  number  some  only  slightly  sick,  the  surgeon  mak- 
ing the  remark  in  my  hearing  that  if  luir  l)oat  brought  any  more  sick 
they  were  going  to  send  tliese  he  was  removing  back  in  return.  But 
our  boat  brought  none,  and  so  none  were  sent.  It  would  rescue  many 
lives  if  all  their  sick,  however  slightly  so,  were  exchanged  for  our  own 
sick  there;  and  this  will  apply  to  otticers  as  well  as  privates. 

It  is  no  figure  of  speech  to  declare  that  our  soldiers  and  citizens  are 
dying  by  hundreds,  and  they  will  die  by  tliousands,  for  they  are  con- 
tracting diseases  whicli  will  l»e  surely  fatal  to  them  sooner  or  later. 

Will  not  our  trovcrnment  do  something  for  humanity's  sake  which 
they  would  not  do  from  other  considerations? 

There  are  in  warehouse  No.  '2.  for  lost  baggage  in  the  city,  many  hun- 
dreds of  overcoats  and  bhinkct.s,  wliicli  it  has  occurred  to  me  to  suggest 
to  be  sent  to  Kiclnnond  for  the  further  comfort  of  our  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens there.  I  did  suggest,  which  1  add  here,  the  sending  of  haversacks 
to  tlie  men.  They  need  soap  exceedingly,  for  they  get  none  there,  and 
in  addition  to  all,  if  they  are  to  be  kept  there  this  winter,  they  must 
have  fire-wood,  stoves,  cooking  utensils,  and  those  on  Belle  Isle  tents. 

But  if  possible,  as  (ieneral  Dow  repeatedly  said,  -'let  them  be 
exchanged."'  One  other  suggestion :  If  the  nurtter  of  retaliation  be 
entertained,  treating  their  otticers  as  they  treat  ours,  would  it  not 
be  more  likely  to  ettect  tlie  object  desired,  namely,  the  better  treatment 
of  our  otticers  and  privates,  too,  liy  proposing  the  altertuxtive  to  their 
officers  to  petition  their  (Government  for  a  better  treatment  of  our  offi- 
cers and  men,  and  in  case  of  their  failing  or  refusing  to  commence 
retaliation  in  kind — liut  General  l>o\v  said,  '-not  on  the  privates.'' 

Excuse  the  length  to  which  my  feelings  and  the  interest  I  have  taken 
in  this  matter  have  prolonged  my  ohsersations,  for  I  have  looked  upon 
the  sufferings  and  felt  much  of  fliem  for  seven  weeks,  which  I  would 
see  others  rescueil  iVom,  and  I  -iitt'cr  yet  from  an  incipient  <:ongestion 
of  the  lungs,  which  thousamN  have  there  iu  a  -worse  form. 
Eesiiectfully, 

JOHN  nUSSEY, 
/''/('/((/(•  i'.  iS'.  L'liriatian  Commission. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.       515 

Washington  City,  D.  0.,  Xovember  13, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meeedith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners : 

Sir:  I  am  uot  yet  informed  whether  any,  or  how  far,  relief  may  have 
leached  our  unfortunate  prisoners  of  war  in  Richmond  and  its  vicinity 
under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send  supplies  to  them  of 
both  food  and  clothing. 

Meantime  it  is  proper  and  necessary  that  Mr.  Ould  should  be  notified, 
for  the  information  of  his  Government,  that  whatever  steps  may  have  been 
or  may  be  taken  thus  to  extend  relief  must,  on  no  consideration,  be 
appealed  to  by  the  enemy  to  relieve  him  from  the  obligation  to  treat 
prisoners  of  war  according  to  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare. 

If,  in  other  words,  our  prisoners  in  Richmond  fail  to  receive  such  sup- 
plies as  the  laws  alike  of  humanity  and  war  require,  the  authorities  in 
Richmond  must  be  informed  that  it  will  not  be  considered  a  valid 
explanation  or  excuse  for  them  to  appeal  to  the  fact,  should  it  exist, 
that  supplies  from  us  have  not  reached  them. 

The  action  of  onr  Government  in  this  matter  is  dictated  purely  by 
humanity,  and  is  only  an  eftbrt  to  relieve  our  prisoners  from  suffering 
indicted  upon  them  contrary  to  the  claims  of  both  humanity  and  the 
laws  of  war,  and  must  not  be  understood  as  relieving  the  authorities  at 
Richmond  from  responsibility  to  the  Christian  world  in  the  premises. 

If  the  authorities  in  Richmond  will  send  us  these  prisoners  we  will 
not  only  feed  and  clothe  them,  but  will  continue  to  supply  food  and 
clothing  as  heretofore  to  such  prisoners  as  mav  be  in  onr  possession, 
and  you  will  propose  to  Mr.  Ould  that  in  this  case  we  will  agree,  with- 
out any  reserve,  to  respect  the  parole  they  may  give  according  to  the 
laws  of  war,  from  which  they  shall  not  be  relieved  in  view  of  past  differ- 
ences or  i)ending  c|uestions  on  the  subject  of  exchange  without  the 
previously  obtained  consent  of  the  authorities  represented  by  Mr.  Ould, 
as  agent  for  exchanges,  under  the  cartel. 

You  will  please  lose  no  time  in  communicating  a  copy  of  this  note, 
certitied  by  yourself,  to  Mr.  Ould,  and  will  urge  upon  him  its  acceptance, 
as  due  to  the  most  solemn  corisiderati(nis  in  the  face  of  the  civilized 
world. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Muj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exvliange  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  Xoremher  13,  1863. 
General  ^Ieredith: 

Send  forward  haversacks  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Xorembfr  13,  1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

I  learn  through  comnuuiication  of  Colonel  Roberts  that  you  desire 
General  Lee  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  accompanied  by  officers  and 
men  from  this  corps.  If  you  will  send  a  re(iuest  to  me  to  that  effect  it 
will  be  done. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  13, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Commandinff,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  request  you  will  order  Gen- 
eral W.  H.  P.  Lee  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  as  per  instructions  to 
Colonel  Eoberts. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  Monroe,  Xovemher  13,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman  : 
Telegram  received.    General  Lee  will  leave  to-night. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Report  of  inspection  of  barracks  and  hospital  at  Fort  Delaware,  Del., 
November  13, 1863,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting medicalinspector 
of  prisoners  of  war. 

Commander  of  camp — Brig.Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  U.S.  Volunteers.  Com- 
mand and  strength — prisoners  of  war,  eulisted  men  2,84(i,  commissioned 
officers  33,  civilians  52,  total  2,031;  guard,  about  SOU.  Location  of 
camp — on  island  in  Delaware  Kiver,  opposite  Delaware  City.  Water, 
source  and  supply— partly  by  rain  iii  tauks,  partly  by  boat  from  Bran- 
dywine  Creek,  partly  by  condenser,  capacity  10,000  gallons.  Water, 
quality  and  effects — generally  good.  Fuel — coal  and  wood.  Soil — 
marshy  and  wet,  mostly  made  ground.  Drainage — very  imperfect,  from 
topography  of  island.  Topography — island,  level,  nearly  six  feet  below 
high  water,  which  is  kept  out  by  levee  and  sea-wall.  Zymotic  intlu- 
ences — the  fort  is  surrounded  by  a  moat  and  the  island  traversed  by 
ditches  emptying  into  main  ditch  encircling  island ;  these  are  at  present 
partially  dry  and  exhaling  miasmata.  Police  of  camp — generally  good. 
Discipline  in  camp — good.  Duties  in  camp — policing  barracks.  Recre- 
ations in  camp — exercise  in  barrack  yard.  Tents  or  huts,  position — 
barracks  on  upper  end  of  island.  Tents  or  huts,  pattern  and  quality — 
one  story,  raised  six  to  twelve  inches  from  surface,  in  good  repair. 
Tents  or  huts,  ventilation — roof  ventilators  and  side  windows,  utterly 
insufBcieut  with  windows  closed.  Tents  or  huts,  sufficiency — for  about 
8,000  prisoners.  Tents  or  huts,  heating — sufficient,  by  stoves.  Sinks, 
construction — two  platforms  built  out  over  river  covered  in  by  sheds. 
Sinks,  condition  and  position — on  western  side  of  island ;  tide  effectually 
removes  excreta.  Sinks,  management — police  good,  kept  well  white- 
washed. Removal  of  offal,  &c. — emptied  into  river  and  carried  off  by 
tide.  Rations — usual  issue,  sufficient.  Cooking  in  camp  and  inspection 
of  food — rations  issued,  cooked  and  eaten  in  mess  room;  kitchen  Iars;e 
and  well  appointed;  mcssroom  to  accommodate  l,ti00  at  one  time;  both 
in  very  good  order  and  well  policed;  cooking  inspected  by  officer  of 
day.  Ovens — bread  baked  at  post,  r[uality  very  good;  ovens  permanent. 
Vegetables — sufficient  rjuantities  purchased  ttom  prison  fund  because 
of  prevalence  of  scurvy.  Cleanliness  of  men — not  as  strictly  enforced 
as  sliould  be.  Cleanliness  of  clothing — laundry  facilities  deficient, 
clothes  washed  in  outer  ditch;  two  boilers  provided.  (Quality  of  cloth- 
ing— condemned  from  quartermaster's  department.  Quantity  of  cloth- 
ing— abundant,  every  man  is  well  clothed  and  furnished  with  overcoat. 
Blankets  and  bedding^sufficient  and  in  tolerable  order  in  barracks; 
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sufficient  aud  clean  in  hospital.     Habits  of  men — indolent,  can  hardly 

be  roused  to  take  necessary  exercise.    (Jondition  of  men food  as  can 

be  looked  for  under  circumstances;  in  hospital,  comfortable?  Hospital 
buildings — twelve  barracks  on  upper  end  of  island  raised  from  two  to 
six  feet  from  surface.     Hospital  tents — eight,  connected  with  smallpox 

hospital;  overcrowded,  six  patients  in  a  tent.     Hospital  police very 

good  in  every  respect.  Hospital  discipline — generally  good,  but  not  so 
strict  as  it  should  be.  Hospital  diet  and  cooking — fj.  S.  Army  general 
hospital  diet  table;  cooking  facilities  ample  and  food  well  prepared. 
Hospital  heat  aud  ventilation — well  heated  by  stoves,  but  Tiot  properly 
ventilated,  especially  with  windows  closed.  Hosi)ital  capacity — loO 
beds  in  smallpox  hospital,  596  in  general  hospital,  total  746;  over- 
crowded, proper  capacity  about  600.  Number  sick — smallpox  150,  other 
diseases  557,  total  707  (Federal,  smallpox  8,  other  diseases  L'3,  total  31- 
prisoners,  smallpox.  14:!,  other  diseases  534,  total  ()76).  State  of  med- 
ical supplies — well  kept  up,  dispensary  in  very  good  order.  State  of 
surgical  instruments — sufficient  and  well  kept.  State  of  hospital  rec- 
ords— books  well  kept  and  in  good  order.  State  of  hospital  fund — Octo- 
ber 31  $1,3961)7;  purchases,  articles  of  diet,  table  furniture,  policing 
utensils,  washing,  &c.,  invoiced  for  account.  Jledical  attendance— suf- 
flcient  aud  apparently  good.  Xursing— by  convalescents  aud  detail  of 
prisoners.  Interments— by  detail  in  graveyard  on  Jersey  shore  oppo- 
site fort.  Diseases,  local — miasmatic.  Diseases,  prevalent — variola, 
miasmatic.  Diseases,  zymotic — variola.  Diseases,  mitigation  of— the 
location  of  the  hos])ital  is  very  unfavorable.  Diseases,  prevention  of— 
every  man  is  vaccinated  on  entrance  into  hospital,  aud  many  in  bar- 
racks. Mortality  from  diseases— for  October  ll^,  per  cent!  of  all  dis- 
eases; smallpox,  daily  average  sick  6^f,  daily  average  deaths  2^-^. 

Medical  othcers — Asst.  Surg.  H.  R.  Silliman,  L".  S.  Army,  in  charge. 
Judging  from  the  general  condition  of  the  hospital  and  sick,  the  surgeon 
in  charge  is  evidently  an  energetic  and  competent  officer.  .Vctg.  Asst. 
Surg.  0.  Arrott,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Nugent,  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  iiobinsou.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Barker,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Woolsey,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Turner.  Nine  rebel 
surgeons  are  also  assigned  by  surgeon  in  charge  to  duty  in  barracks 
and  smallpox  hospital.  Prison  fund  due  November  1 — 81.700.  Articles 
jmrchased — water  condenser,  stoves,  lumber,  table  furniture,  policing 
utensils,  vegetables,  \-c.,  accounted  for  by  retaining  original  bills  as 
vouchers,  and  keeping  invoice  of  all  articles  purchased. 

With  the  exception  of  the  want  of  drainage  and  of  occupation  for  the 
prisoners  (spoken  of  hereafter),  everything  connected  with  this  prison 
retlects  credit  on  the  officers  in  I'harge  of  it.  The  barracks  are  clean 
and  kept  well  whitewashed.  The  prisoners  are  turned  out  daily  for 
exercise  (which  they  will  not  take  unless  forced  to  do  so).  Blankets 
and  bedding  are  duly  aired.  The  kitchen  and  mess-room  are  well 
appointed  and  well  policed.  The  ground  within  the  line  of  barracks 
is  being  gradually  raised  by  depositing  thereon  the  ashes  from  the  vari- 
ous tires.  Ventilation  of  the  barracks  by  keeping  tlie  side  windows 
open  is  well  enforced.  Additional  measures  for  ventilating  both  bar 
racks  and  hospital  should,  however,  be  provided,  for  the  present  means 
are  entirely  inade(iuate  when  the  side  windows  are  closed.  The  present 
laundry  facilities  for  the  prisoners  in  barracks  are  very  ];i)i)r,  they 
being  obliged  to  wash  their  clothes  in  the  outer  ditch.  This  will  do  very 
well  when  the  tide  keeps  the  water  constantly  changing,  but  at  jiresent 
the  washing-  does  not  much  improve  the  articles  washed.  In  the  hos- 
pital laundry  matters  are  very  much  better,  stationary  tubs  being  pro- 
vided, with  hot  and  cold  water  at  hand. 
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The  hospital  is  in  excellent  condition  and  the  patients  look  clean  and 
comfortable.  The  smallpox  hospital  is  overcrowded  at  preseut,  but 
this  will  soon  be  obviated,  for  the  disease  is  rapidly  on  the  decrease. 
Each  ward  is  provided  with  a  bathroom  for  the  patients  and  containing 
all  the  necessary  appliances.  The  smallpox  hospital  is  located  too 
near  the  gen.eral  hospital,  nearly  adjoining  it,  but  this  the  limits  of  the 
island  render  necessary.  Additional  materials  for  vaccination  should 
be  obtained  and  every  man  on  reaching  the  island  vaccinated.  This  is 
the  only  sure  means  of  effectually  eradicating  the  disease. 

I  have  to  report  that  in  my  opinion  this  post  is  an  utterly  unfit  location 
for  a  prison,  much  more  for  a  hospital.  Lying  so  low,  its  level  being 
some  six  feet  below  high  tide,  it  is  impossible  to  properly  drain  it  or 
to  prevent  its  surface  being  constantly  marshy  and  wet.  The  island  is 
traversed  by  ditches  connecting  with  the  main  ditch  encircling  the 
island,  and  with  the  moat  around  the  fort,  and  intended  to  be  con- 
stantly full  of  water,  changing  with  the  tide.  The  moat  is  in  process 
of  repair,  and  during  this  ithe  water  is  partially  shut  off,  rendering  the 
ditches  partially  dry.  From  the  stagnant  mud  and  partially  stagnant 
water  in  these  a  constant,  and  in  some  cases  a  most  offensive,  effluvia 
is  constantly  given  off,  rendering  the  atmosphere  in  a  high  degree 
unhealthy.  Some  of  these  ditches  run  directly  underneath  the  barracks. 
The  influence  of  such  an  atmosphere  on  a  large  number  of  men  congre- 
gated together,  and  whose  vital  powers  are  depressed,  as  those  of  pris- 
oners naturally  are,  cannot  but  be  most  injurious. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  at  this  as  at  other  posts  where 
prisoners  ai;e  confined  some  system  of  labor  be  devised,  light  it  may 
be,  but  still  sufficient  to  occupy  their  minds  and  bodies,  and  thus  obvi- 
ate the  depressing  influence  which  confinement  and  want  of  occupation 
necessarily  exercise.  I  am  convinced  that  if  this  were  done  the  general 
condition  of  the  prisoners  would  be  much  improved  and  the  numbers 
on  the  sick-list  rapidly  diminished. 

In  many  of  the  prisons  which  I  have  visited  I  have  heard  the  men 
begging  for  work  as  a  means  of  passing  away  time,  and  at  Camp 
Douglas,  where  many  of  the  prisoners  were  employed  on  the  sewer  and 
in  erecting  the  new  fence  around  the  camp,  these  were  by  far  the  most 
cheerful  and  presented  the  best  appearance.  At  every  post  I  think 
that  by  some  judiciously  devised  plan  sufficient  work  could  be  tound 
for  allthe  prisoners  to  answer  this  purpose,  if  enforced  by  the  com- 
manding officer.  At  present  I  am  convinced  that  idleness  and  ennui 
are  more  pregnant  sources  of  disease  than  any  other  to  be  found  in  our 
various  prisons. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

A.  M.  CLARK. 
ISurgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Infspecior  Prisoners  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

liuiiit  Louis,  Mo.,  Xovemljer  i:j,  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broadhead, 

Provost-Marslial-Generai  Dept.  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  the  department  directs 

that  you  give  orders  to  the  ofticers  in  charge  of  the  military  prisons  in 

this  city  that  the  selling  of  fruit  through  the  grates  of  the  prisons,  and 

all  intercoui'se  or  communication  of  any  kind  whatever  between  pris- 
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oners  and  outsiders,  except  by  proper  authority,  will  be  prohibited  and 
guarded  against  in  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  November  13,  1S63. 
Briff.  rien.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Atjent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  before  me  a  printed  order  of  General  Burnside,  No.  153, 
dated  Cincinnati,  September  1«,  18(io,  by  which  two  prisoners,  Maj. 
Lee  W.  Lonff,  C.  8.  Army,  and  Private  George  VV'oolfollc,  C.  S.  Army, 
are  ordered  "  to  be  shot  unto  tleath"  on  the  oOth  of  October,  1S(J3.  The 
order  is  made  "'subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  Major  Long  is  charged  with  being  -'secretly  within  the  lines 
of  the  LT.  S.  forces."  Substantially  the  same'charge  is  made  against 
Woolfolk.  It  ap[>ears  that  so  nuicli  of  the  speciticatioii  in  the  case 
of  Major  Long  as  averred  that  he  denied  his  character  and  employment 
as  a  soldier  was  tbiiud  by  the  court  not  to  be  true. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  at  an  early  date  whether  these  parties 
have  been  tried  on  these  charges;  whether  they  have  been  found  guilty, 
and  whether  the  sentence  has  Ijecu  or  is  to  be  carried  into  eflect.  As 
this  charge  of -being  secretly  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces" 
seems  to  be  made  a  matter  of  life  aiul  death,  I  will  thank  you  also 
to  inform  me  wluit  your  authorities  consider  "being  secretly  within 
tlie  lines  of  the  (J.  S.  forces." 

Do  \  our  lines  include  all  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  ?     Do  you  consider 
that  any  portion  of  Confederate  territory  not  actually  occupieil  by  your 
forces  is  '•  within  the  lines  of  the  (J.  S.  forces  3" 
llespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KO.  OT'LD, 
Aijent  of  E.ichumje. 

[First  lutlorseiuent.] 

Office  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 

Fort  .)[onroe,   Va.,  yorember  IS,  t'^fjS. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  K.  A.  Ilitclicock,  commissioner  of 
exchange. 

S.  A.   MEKKDITH, 
Brigadier-denerul  and  C(inimis.si<ini-r  nf  E.reliaixje. 

ISfo.ml  ,u.l..™-,u.-i,t.l 

NdVEMBKR    L'U,  1SG3. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Generalin-Chief 

!■;.  A.  HtTCnC()<.'lv, 

Miij.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and   (.'(Dumi.ssioiier  for  Exehamje  of  I'rinoncrs. 

[Tbird  111.1. irsriiifiiti 

Judge-Advocate-General's  Office, 

Xorember  21,  1^63. 
The  information  s<i  insolently  demanded  by  the  writer  of  this  letter 
will  not  be  furnisiied  unless  under  the  special  tlirectiou  of  the  Sei-retary 
of  War.  This  i)osition  was  taken  some  time  since — it  is  believed  witli 
the  Secretary's  api)roval — in  reference  to  a  similar  communication  from 
the  same  source. 

.1.   HOI.T, 
Jiidi/e-AdrocaU-Genenil. 
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Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Xovemier  13,  1863. 

Briga^lier-Geueral  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange  : 

Sir:  Col.  11.  H.  Lee  is  now,  or  was  a  short  time  since,  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  Washington  City.  He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Kernstown  in  18ti2.  This  wound  and  a  chronic  dysentery  of  several 
years  standing  has  very  greatly  impaired  his  health.  He  cannot  out- 
live a  protracted  continemeut.  He  has  not  been  in  active  military 
service  for  a  long  time  and  never  can  be  again.  At  the  time  of  his 
capture  he  was  a  member  of  a  permanent  military  court.  I  propose  to 
exchange  him  for  nny  wounded  officer  of  yours  of  the  same  rank  in  our 
hands.  We  have  a  wounded  colonel  of  yours,  Col.  W.  B.  McCreery, 
Twenty-first  Michigan,  who  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga.  He  is  doing 
very  well  and  nearly  recovered  from  bis  wounds.  If  there  is  any  other 
colonel  in  our  hands  who  even  approaches  the  condition  of  Colonel 
Lee,  you  can  select  him.  'tliis  application  is  made  purely  on  the  score 
of  humanity.* 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

RO.  OTJLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Xovember  13,  1^(>3. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

'.  [S..con,l  in,lo™-meDt.) 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Xorember  ~>4,  1S63. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Wag 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Tliinl  in,lms..nu.ut.] 

Washington,  Xorember  23,  1S63. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  Colonel  Lee  be  ottered  in  exchange 
for  Colonel  Powell. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK,' 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner,  ikc. 


Judge- Auvocaie-General's  Office, 

Xovember  14,  1S63. 
Capt.  HrNTER  BUOOK-E.  J itdge- Advocate: 

C ATTAIN:  Your  letter  of  the  .id  instant  has  been  received  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  instructs  me 
to  say  that  under  the  circumstances  as  stated  by  you  Frank  B.  Gurley 
is  clearly  triable  for  the  murder  of  General  McCook,  and  for  any  other 

'  .See  iudoiseiin'iits  of  Diivis  iiud  Sedilou,  November  11,  p.  502. 
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crime  of  which  he  may  liave  been  guilty  wliile  acting  as  a  guerrilla  and 
without  a  commission  from  the  so  called  Confederate  t^tates.  The  car- 
tel is  not  regarded  as  at  all  interfering  with  the  right  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  j)unish  prisoners  of  war,  when  in  our  possession,  for  crimes 
committed  by  them  before  they  entered  the  rebel  military  service.  The 
case  of  a  spy  is  an  exception  to  this  rule,  because  he  must  be  taken 
Jiagrante  delicto.  If  he  is  successful  in  making  his  escai)e,  according  to 
the  well-settled  principles  of  law  the  crime  does  not  follow  him.  and, 
of  course,  if  subsequently  captured  in  battle  he  cannot  be  tried  for  it. 
It  is  recommended,  therefore,"  that  Gurley  be  put  upon  his  trial  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judije-A  d  roca  te-  Genera  I. 

P.  S. — Although  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress  the  commanding 
general  in  the  field  has  authority  to  carry  into  execution  death  sen 
tciices  for  muider,  yet,  as  in  the  case  of  Curley,  political  considerations 
may  be  involved,  it  is  recommended  that  in  the  event  of  his  conviction 
the  sentence,  after  being  approved,  shall  be  suspended  under  the 
Kighty  ninth  Article  of  War  until  the  jylcasure  of  tlie  President  can  be 
known.     The  trial  must,  of  course,  be  bv  a  military  commission. 

J.  n. 


POST-OFFICE  Department,  Inspection  Office, 

Wanliinyton,  }forcmber  If,  ISH.J. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

('(immixsary-Oenerrtl  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  T>.  C: 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  1 1th  instant,  referring  to  improper  facility  enjoyed 
by  rebels  on  the  Canada  side  for  carrying  on  a  correspondence  w'itli  the 
prisoners  at  the  depot  near  Sandusky,  is  received.  1  liaverefened  the 
matter  to  one  of  our  most  exi)erieiiced  sjiecial  ai;ents,  who  will  take 
immediate  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  the  (■vilK!oniplaine<l  of. 
Veiy  res[iectfully,  your  obL'<lient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Acting  Chief  Clerk. 


November  14,  l.so.'x 
Lieut.  L.  M.  Brooks, 

Actg.  A.  (^.  M.,  Depot  of  Prisoners  of  War,  J^anduskg,  Ohio: 
Lieutenant:  A  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pierson,  command- 
ing at  Sandusky,  has  been  [submitted!  '^"  this  ofHce  by  Colonel  llort'- 
man,CoMimissary-(ieneral  of  Prisoners,  calling  attention  to  thedifticulty 
of  supplying  the  prisoiier.s"  depot  at  that  [)lace  with  wood. 

You  are  authorized  to  call  for  bids  \'ov  at  least  thirty  days,  and  to 
make  a  contract  for  the  dfjivery  at  the  dci)ot  nf  prisoners  of  war  on 
.lolinson's  Island  .'i.OoOfords  of  wood  during  next  summer  and  autumn 
with  privilege  of  increasing  the  i|nantity,  if  circumstances  reciuire  it, 
not  to  exceed  5,000  cords. 
By  order: 

K.  S.  SIBLEY, 
Breret  Colonel,  i .  ,S.  Army,  Jhptity  (^>iiartcrmaster- General. 
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Confederate  States  op  Ajierica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  November  11,  MfiS. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  by  Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watts,  assistant  agent 
of  exchauge,  by  letter  bearing  date  November  1,  1863,  that  he  had 
made  application  for  the  paroled  prisoners  who  remained  iu  Vicksbiirg 
to  be  sent  within  our  lines,  and  was  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Strong,  chief  of  Major-General  McPherson's  statf,  that  orders  had  been 
given  for  them  to  be  sent  Xorth.  The  prisoners  were  left  in  Vicksburg 
becanse  they  were  too  sick  to  be  removed  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 
This  refusal  to  deliver  the  i)risoners  is  iu  direct  violation  of  the  terms 
of  surreuder.     They  number  118. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  at  the  very  earliest  day  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  your  Government  to  retain  these  men.  If  I  do  not 
recei\  e  a  reply  within  a  reasonable  and  proper  time  the  Confederate 
Government  will  feel  itself  justitied  in  consei|uence  of  the  ofdcial  nature 
of  the  communication  in  concluding  that  your  authtirities  have  deter- 
mined not  to  release  these  prisoners  un  their  parole. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

RO.  orLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


I'l('[iMi)Ni),  Va..  Xorember  Li,  ISOo. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  rations,  including  the  candles,  will  be  served  to  your  men, 
the  latter,  of  course,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  imposed  by 
the  prison  authorities. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


RiciiMiiND,  Va.,  yorcmber  14,  I'^GS. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Both  Captains  Sawyer  and  Flinn  are  treated  exactly  as  other 
prisoners  of  war  at  Richmond.  Neitlier  of  them  is  held  iu  close  con- 
tinement.  I  do  not  know  of  a  solitary  case  in  which  any  officer  or 
soldier  is  so  held.  That,  however,  will  not  long  be  the  case  unless 
our  ofBcers  and  soldiers  iu  your  custody  are  relieved  from  their  close 
coutineraent.  Xo  other  persons  than  Captains  Flinn  and  Sawyer  are 
held  for  the  unjust  execution  of  Corbin  and  3IcGraw. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

UO.  OFLl), 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


lUcHAMND,  Va.,  Xorember  14,  isi;3. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  MERF.nirn.  Afi'iif  m'  E.nhangc : 

Sir:  lU'ig.  Gen.  Xeal  Dow  [iiommI  himself  to  be  an  utterly  inetlicient 
agent  of  distribution  of  rlntliing.  In  addition  he  has  shamefully 
broken  his  word  of  honor  in  not  idnriiiing  himself  exclusively  to  that 
work  in  his  intercourse  with  the   luisoners.     For  these  reasons  our 
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authoritiaB  have  determined  to  place  tlie  distribution  under  the  control 
and  manasenieut  ol:"  a  board  of  Federal  officers.     I  will  give  you  their 
names  in  my  next  communication.     I  will  transmit  the  reports  of  the 
board  from  time  to  time, 
liespectlully,  \c., 

RO.  Or'LD, 
A(je7it  of  E.rchaiuje. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WasliiiK/ton,  D.  ('.,  .Xomiiher  l'>,  lsr,S. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretunj  cf  War  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  I  submit  the  foliowint;-  sum- 
mary of  military  operations  since  my  last  annual  rei)ort:* 


PRISONERS    OF    WAR. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  1S02,  Majordeneral  Dix  and  Major-deneral  Hill 
entered  into  a  cartel  for  the  exchauj^e  of  prisoners  during  the  existinj; 
war,  s[)e(;ially  stipulating  when  and  where  exchanges  should  be  made 
and  how  declared,  tletiniug  the  meaning  of  a  parole,  and  the  rights  and 
iililigatious  of  prisoners  under  parole,  and  when  and  how  they  were  to 
lie  released  from  these  obligations.  Special  agreements  of  this  kind, 
modifying  and  explaining  the  general  laws  of  war,  furnish  the  rules  of 
conduct  for  the  contracting  parties  iu  all  cases  for  which  they  provide 
or  to  which  they  are  applicable. 

Finding  that  the  rebel  authorities  were  paroling  prisoners  contrary 
to  these  stipulations,  they  were  notified  on  the  -2d  of  May  last  that  all 
paroles  not  given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  cartel  would  be 
regarded  as  null  and  void.  Xevertheless,  they  continue  to  extort,  by 
threats  and  ill-treatment,  from  our  men  paroles  unauthorized  by  the 
cartel,  and  also  refused  to  deliver  colored  prisoners  and  their  officers. 
It  is  stated  that  they  sold  the  foimer  into  slavery  and  sentenced  the 
latter  to  imprisonment  and  death  for  alleged  violation  of  local  State 
laws.  This  compelled  a  resort  to  retaliatory  measures,  and  an  eipud 
number  of  their  prisoners  in  our  hands  were  selected  as  hostages  for 
the  surrender  of  those  retained  by  tiiem.  All  exchanges  under  the 
cartel,  therefore,  ceased.  In  violation  of  general  good  faith  and  of 
engagements  solemnly  entered  into  the  rebel  commissioner  theu  pro- 
ceeded to  declare  exchanged  all  his  own  paroled  prisoners  and  ordered 
their  return  to  the  ranks  of  their  regiments  then  in  the  held.  And  we 
are  now  asked  to  contirm  the>.e  acts  by  opening  new  accounts  and  mak- 
ing new  lists  for  exchange,  ami  the  rebels  seek  to  enforce  these  demands 
by  the  most  barbarous  treatment  of  our  officers  and  men  now  in  their 
hands. 

Rebel  prisoners  held  by  the  United  States  have  been  uniforndy  tri'atcd 
with  consideration  and  kindness.  They  have  been  furnished  with  all 
necest.ary  clothing  and  supplied  with  tlie  same  (|uality  and  amount  of 
food  as  our  own  soldiers,  while  our  soldiers  who,  by  the  casualties  of 
war,  have  been  ('aptured  by  tlieiu  li;ive  been  stripped  of  their  blankets, 
clothing,  and  shoes,  even  iu  the  winter  season,  and  then  contineil  in 
damp  and  loathsome"  prisons,  and  only  half  fed  on  damaged  provisions, 
or  actually  starved  to  death,  while  hundreds  have  terminated  tlieir 

"  F.ii   i>ortiiinM  lier.-  emitted  sei-  Sci-ics  III. 
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existence,  loaded  with  irons,  in  filthy  prisons.  Not  a  few,  a%r  a  sem- 
blance of  trial  by  some  military  tribunal,  have  been  actually  murdered 
by  tlieir  inhuman  keepers.  la  tine,  the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  of 
war  by  the  rebel  authorities  has  been  even  more  barbarous  than  that 
which  Christian  captives  formerly  suffered  from  the  pirates  of  Tripoli, 
Tunis,  and  Algiers;  and  the  horrors  of  "  Belle  Isle"  and  ■•  Libby  Prison" 
exceed  even  tliose  of  '•  British  Hulks"'  or  the  ''  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta." 
And  this  atrocious  conduc't  is  applauded  by  the  people  and  commended 
by  the  public  press  of  Kichmond  as  '-a  means  of  reducing  the  Yankee 
ranks." 

It  has  been  proposed  to  retaliate  upon  the  enemy  by  treating  his  pris- 
oners precisely  as  he  tieats  ours.  Such  retaliation  is  fully  justified  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  war.  and  the  present  case  seems  to  call  for  the 
exercise  of  this  extreme  right.  Nevertheless,  it  is  revolting  to  our 
sense  of  humanity  to  be  forced  to  so  cruel  an  alternative.  It  is  hoped 
self-interest,  if  not  a  sense  of  justice,  may  induce  the  rebels  to  abandon 
a  course  of  conduct  which  must  forever  remain  a  bnrniug  disgrace  to 
them  and  their  cause. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

l\ichmond,   Va.,  November  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Merkditii,  Aijent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Whilst  we  cannot  allow  directions  to  issue  from  Fortress  Mon- 
roe to  one  of  your  prisoners  here  as  to  the  distribution  of  rations,  1  am 
confident  you  will  be  entirely  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  that 
service  is  performed.  It  will  be  done  in  conformity  witli  such  regula- 
tions as  may  l)e  establislied  by  the  prison  authorities.  These  regulations 
will  of  course  have  but  the  one  aim  of  making  the  rations  most  service- 
able to  your  prisoners.  Due  reports  will  be  made.  It  was  entirely 
unnecessary  for  you  to  threaten  the  reduction  of  the  rations  of  our 
prisoners  in  your  hands.  The  same  humanity  that  made  us  consent  to 
receive  the  clothing  would  dictate  that  the  rations  should  not  be 
refused. 

Respectfullv,  >S;c., 

RO.  OULD, 
Aijent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  nv  Ami;rica,  War  Department, 

liivhmond,  Xoventber  15,  186-3. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  .AIereiuth.  Afie)it  of  Exehanije: 

Sir:  The  body  of  Cai)taii!  (Hceson  will  be  sent  to  you;   so  will  that 
of  any  otiier  officer  or  soldier  wlienever  you  request  it  if  you  will  recip- 
rocate.    Immediate  steps  will  l)c  taken  in  accordance  with  your  sug- 
gestion for  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Captain  Stamps. 
Respectfully,  &C., 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange, 
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Fort  Monroe,  November  16,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Has  report  in  regard  to  place  for  rebel  prisoners  been  received  ?  Are 
tbe  prisoners  to  come  bere?  Shall  Se well's  Point  or  Hatteras  be  used  ? 
A  reply  is  respectfully  reuuested,  as  it  is  necessary  to  make  preparations. 

B.  F.  BCTTLER, 
Major- Genet  al,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Washington,  Xovemher  16,  1863. 
MajorGeneral  Butlee,  Fortress  Monroe: 

Your  report*  in  regard  to  place  for  confinement  of  rebel  prisoners 
lias  been  received,  and  on  consultation  with  the  (reneral-inChief  it  is 
believed  lo  be  inexpedient  to  select  either  Sewell's  Point  or  Hatteras. 
For  the  present,  therefore,  all  action  in  the  matter  is  suspended. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  yoremher  16,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary  (li'neral  of  Prisoners,  Washinijton,  D.  ('.: 
Colonel:  Inclosed  please  find  semiinorithlyreport  of  deaths  at  this 
post.t  Tbe  number  of  deaths  rendered  it  impossible  to  dig  a  grave  for 
each  body  separately.  1  had,  therefore,  three  buried  in  each  grave, 
and  all  the  names  of  same  date  are  on  the  headboard.  There  is  secured 
to  each  coftin  a  card,  on  which  is  the  name,  company,  and  regiment, 
and  this  card  is  covered  with  leather  so  as  to  eruible  parties  to  tiiid  the 
remains  easily.  It  is  impossible  to  give  the  date  of  individual  arrivals 
of  prisoners  as  I  have  never  been  required  to  keep  such  a  record.  I 
have  kept  a  record  of  the  number  as  they  arrived. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Briyadier-General,  Commandiny  Post. 


ofkhk.  C(immissary<tKneral  (IF  Prisoner.s, 

Cliicai/o,  111.,  November  16,  lt<63. 
Col.  C.  V.  De  Land, 

Commaniliny  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.: 
Colonel:  You  will  hereafter  permit  prisoners  of  war  to  rct-eive 
such  articles  of  clothing  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  only  lioiu 
their  immediate  families — not  from  friends  or  syiiniathi/.ers.  If  a  pris 
oner  has  a  suit  which  he  can  wear  nothing  more  can  be  given  to  him. 
Boxes  of  clothing  or  other  articles  for  distribution  will  not  be  received, 
nor  will  you  receive  contributions  of  li(|Uor  of  any  kind  for  the  sick. 
Whatever  is  necessary  and  proper  will  l)e  obtained  on  rei|itisitiori 
made  on  the  medical  department.  You  will  not  rei-eivc  on  deposit  for 
any  one  prisoner  more  than  ■•*'-',  unless  it  is  found  in  his  possession  when 
delivered  to  you. 

•  Not  fonna. 

tReport  ^herc  omittL-l)  sho\v.>(  77  uulisti'd  mt-n  and  1  citizon. 
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You  will  make,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  a  written  report  of 
tbe  origiu  and  other  particulars  of  the  lire  by  which  a  portion  of  the 
barracks  aud  fencing  at  Camp  Douglas  was  recently  burned  down.* 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

FuRT  Monroe,  Xovemher  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Hitchcock  : 

The  rebels  will  not  allow  the  commissary  appointed  by  me  to  deliver 
the  subsistence  to  our  prisoners,  but  say  that  their  own  commissary 
shall  do  it;  and  they  will  give  assurance  that  it  will  be  faithfully  done. 
Shall  I  send  another  lot  up?  Mr.  Ould  has  returned  my  letter  of 
November  lU. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH. 

Brigadier-  General. 

^VA.SHING■J■^)N,  Xovemher  16,  1863. 
General  Meredith: 

Send  the  provision  beyonil  City  Pointy  unless  you  have  reason  to 
doubt  the  tidelity  of  those  who  undertake  to  deliver  it  to  our  pris- 
oners. 

E.  A.  HITCSCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

November  16,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  3Ieredith,  Ai/ent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Col.  A.  Von  Schrader,  inspector  general  of  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps;  Col.  L.  P.  Di  Cesnola,  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  F.  Boyd,  quartermaster  to  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  are  the  Federal 
officers  who  have  been  appointeil  as  members  of  the  board  to  superin- 
tend tbe  distributiou  of  your  clothing.  There  is  such  a  large  amount  on 
hand  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  other  boards.  When  that  is 
done  you  will  be  dulv  informed. 

liespectfully,  &c.,  RO.  OULD. 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


Ciinfederate  States  kv  America.  War  Department. 

Richmond,  Xovemher  16,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  3[EREDiTn.  Agent  of  Exchange: 

S[R:  Apjdication  was  niiidi'  to  ine  to-day  to  permit  the  body  of  Lieut. 
J.  T.  Ketchum.  Fourth  Xt'w  Vork  Cavalry,  who  died  at  the  Libby  some 
time  ago,  to  be  trausimrted  Xcjrth.  This  will  be  granted  if  you  recip- 
rocate. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  to  what  extent  your  authorities  are 
willing  to  go  in  this  mattrr,  1  <l(i  not  think  my  applications  will  exceed 
one  or  two  a  month. 

Respectfully,  ^:c.,  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 

'  Report  (here  iiiiiittrdi  wav  in.i.li-  X..\  I'liilier  L'o,  1SU3.  It  is  covered  by  Hort'iuan 
to  Stautou,  DecembtT  o,  p.  i'^'-. 


correspondence,  etc. — union  and  confederate.     527 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department 

Richmond,  Xovember  16,  1863. 
Isaac  W.  Monfort,  Esq., 

Military  Acjent  of  Indiana,  Fort  Monroe: 
Sir:  Your  commuuication*  of  the  12tli  instant  has  been  received 
Any  provisions  which  you  may  choose  to  send  to  City  Point  for  the 
benefit  of  Indiana  prisoners  will  be  faithfully  distributed  to  them  under 
such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  our  prison  authorities.  Of 
course  those  regulations  will  have  but  the  one  aim  of  benefiting  your 
people. 

The  provisions  can  be  sent  to  my  care  or  that  of  Brigadier-General 
Winder. 

There  will,  of  course,  be  some  difBculty  in  finding  your  people.  Some 
of  them  may  be  at  one  i)lace  and  some  at  another.  We  have  now  begun 
distributing  Federal  prisoners  over  our  country,  owing  to  the  rei'ent 
refusal  of  the  Federal  authorities  to  make  exchanges.  This  fact  of 
itself  would  be  a  good  reason  for  not  directing  the  stores  to  any  one  of 
your  officers.  Every  ertbrt  will  be  made  to  find  out  your  people  and 
due  reports  made  to  you  from  time  to  time. 

Eespectfully,  ka.,  EO.  OT'LD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Xovember  16,  iS6o. 
General  Beaurec^ard: 

Sir:  We,  the  colored  prisoners  belonging  t<3  the  Fifty-fourth  ?tlassa- 
chusetts  Regiment,  do  beg  of  you  to  send  this  communication  to  Gen- 
eral Gillmore,  as  we  are  very  much  in  need  of  the  things  that  they  can 
furnish  us  with,  and  you  will  confer  a  very  great  favor  upon  us  by  so 
doing. 

[Inelosure.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Xovember  16,  ls63. 
General  Gillmore: 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  now  prisoners  in  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, captured  on  James  and  Morris  Islands  July  Iti  and  IS,  ascer- 
tain by  the  provost-inarshal  of  this  city  that  we  can  receive  things  from 
you.  If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  us  a  few  things t  that  we  need 
it  will  do  us  a  great  favor  at  the  time  being,  and  we  shall  feel  exceed- 
ingly thankful. 

WALTER  A.  JEFFERS. 
ENOS  SMITH. 
HEXRY  KIRK. 
[And  thirty  others.] 

[Xovember  IC,  lSti;3.— For  Hragg's  (General  Orders,  No.  20S.  an- 
nouncing to  his  army  •■  that  the  enemy  does  not  intend  to  carry  out 
in  good  faith  tlie  cartel  *  *  *  lor  the  exchange  of  iirisoncrs,"  and 
commenting  thereon,  see  Series  I,  \'ol.  XXXl.  I'art  III,  p.  701.1 


Fort  Monroe,  Xovrmlier  17,  /^oj'. 
Hon.  E.  ,^r.  Stanton,  Secretari/  if  War  : 

Flag-of-tnue  boat  just  in.     Kiclunoiid  papers  of  ITth.     Union  i)rison- 
ers  are  being  sent  away  from  Richmond;  4,U(I0  to  Danville,  others  to 
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Atlanta  and  Columbus.  News  from  Charleston  to  November  16.  Fir- 
ing ceased  at  11  a.  m.  Firing  from  Gregg  and  Cummings  Point  and 
from  two  monitors  continued  up  to  that  time.     No  other  news. 

B.  F.  BDTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  Xovember  17,  1S63. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  am  informed  and  believe  that  the  rebels  will  give  us  a  man  for 
every  man  we  send  them  up  to  the  number  they  bold.  Shall  I  put 
them  the  ijuestion  or  interfere  about  it  in  any  way? 

B.  F.  butler, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Washington,  Xovember  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  whole  subject  of  exchange  of  prisoners  is  uuder  direction  of 
Major-Geueral  Hitchcock,  to  whom,  as  commissioner  of  exchange,  that 
branch  of  the  service  has  been  committed.  He  will  be  glad  to  have 
any  idea  or  suggestion  you  may  be  pleased  to  furnish,  but  there  should 
be  no  interference  without  his  assent. 

It  is  known  that  the  rebels  will  exchange  man  for  man  and  officer  for 
officer,  except  blacks  and  ofticers  in  command  of  black  troops.  These 
they  absolutely  refuse  to  exchange.  This  is  the  point  on  which  the 
whole  matter  hinges.  Plxcliauging  man  for  man  and  officer  for  officer, 
with  the  exception  the  rebels  make,  is  a  substantial  abandonment  of 
the  colored  troops  and  tlteir  officers  to  their  fate,  and  would  be  a  shame- 
ful dishonor  to  the  Gi)\eriiment  bound  to  protect  tliem.  When  they 
agree  to  exchange  all  alike  there  will  be  no  difficulty. 

EL) WIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  Judge-Advocate-General, 

November  17,  1S63. 
Secretary  of  War: 

In  this  case  an  atrocious  murder  was  committed  on  a  loyal  citizen 
while  engaged  in  a  peaceful  and  useful  employment  under  the  express 
sanction  of  the  U.  S.  authorities  at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  tur[iitude  of 
this  crime  was  deepened  by  the  fact  that  the  sanctity  of  a  Hag  of  truce 
was  violated  jn  its  commission ;  by  the  treasonable  spirit  which  appears 
to  have  instigated  it,  and  by  the  circumstances  of  coldblodded  pre- 
meditation and  treachery  wliich  preceded  and  surrounded  it.  Cai)t. 
Itobert  W.  Baylor,  a  prisoner  from  the  rebel  army,  was  arraigned  before 
a  general  court-martial  on  the  4th  of  .June  last  charged  with  the  com- 
mission of  this  murder,  but  betbre  the  court  had  pronounced  its  Judg- 
ment its  proceedings  were  interrupted  by  the  advance  of  the  rebel 
army  and  it  never  reassembled.  The  case  being  referred  to  this  office 
for  examination,  it  recommended  by  its  report  of  the  27th  ultimo  that 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley,  by  whom  the  court  was  appointed,  be  directed 
to  reconvene  it  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  its  proceedings  in  the  case. 

Upon  the  report  of  Major  General  Hitchcock  that  a  careful  review 
of  the  testimony  has  led  liiiu  to  the  opinion  that  a  verdict  of  guilty 
cannot  be  fouinl  on  it  '•  and  that  another  trial  could  not  bring  out  any 
new  evidence,"  and  recommending  therefore  that  (Japtain  Baylor  be 
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placed  on  the  footing  of  ordinary  prisoners  of  war,  the  case  is  a'gaia 
referred  to  this  office  for  report.  This  opinion  of  (leneral  Hitch- 
cock is  uot  concurred  in.  It  is  foj  the  court-martial  and  for  it  alone 
to  decide  whether  or  not  the  testimony  adduced  at  tlie  trial  and 
exhibited  in  the  record  will  or  should  convict  the  accused  of  the  crime 
with  which  he  stands  charged.  It  was  therefore  recommemled  by  tlii-i 
office  that  the  court  should  be  reconvened  for  that  object.  On  careful 
re-examination  of  the  record  this  office  is  contirmed  in  the  opinion  that 
the  court-martial  should  be  reconvened,  for  no  ertbrt  shouhl  be  spared 
on  the  part  of  the  (lovernment  to  bring  to  Justice  the  perpetrators  of 
this  startling  and  ruffianly  murder,  and  as  it  is  ascertained  from  the 
Adjutant  General's  Office  that  it  can  be  reconvened  with  but  slight 
inconvenience  to  the  public  service,  tiic  former  recommendation  is 
renewed. 

J.  HOLT, 
■fudije- Advocate-General. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Xoeember  17,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 

Sir:  We  take  the  privilege  of  informing  you  that  the  officers  of  the 
Twenty-tirst  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  have  received  a  letter  from 
Major  McMahan,  of  that  regiment,  who  is  a  prisoner  at  Richmond,  Va., 
in  which  the  major  states  that  Lieut.  E.  H.  Mason,  of  the  Twenty-tirst 
Kegiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  Ga.,  was  recognized  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  retained  upon  the  for- 
mer charges  (spying).  Lieut.  John  R.  Porter,  of  the  same  regiment,  was 
also  captured  at  the  battle  [of|  Chickamauga,  but  has  not  been  heard 
from.  It  is  believed  that  he  will  pass  himself  as  a  private  soldier,  as  he 
was  wearing  a  private's  uniform  when  captured.  John  VVollam,  a  pri- 
vate of  Company  C,  Thirty-third  Regiment  Ohio  V(jlunteer3,  was  also 
missing  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  He  has  not  been  heard  from, 
but  is  no  doubt  a  prisoner,  if  alive.  It  is  believed  that  he  was  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  tirst  day's  figlit.  You  will  please  remember  that  these 
men  were  members  of  the  party  sent  by  (ieneral  O.  M.  Mitchel  into  the 
State  of  Georgia  in  April,  1S(;2,  on  the  memorable  britlgeburning  expe- 
dition. Porter  and  Wollam  escaped  from  the  enemy  at  Atlanta  in  Octo- 
ber, ISG'2  ,  Mason  was  released.  How  they  can  retain  and  punish  him 
on  the  original  charges  alter  once  releasing  him  we  do  not  understand, 
but  having  been  comrades  in  the  same  expedition,  and  for  six  long 
months  fellow-i)risoners,  and  being  much  attached  to  each  other,  now 
that  some  of  our  comrades  have  again  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  ami  are  likely  to  lose  their  lives,  our  syinpatliies  are  aroused, 
and  we  would  very  lesiiectlully  solicit  you  to  interfere  in  tlieir  behalf. 
Let  rebels  learn  to  res))ect,  not  iiiuriler.  I'.  S.  ofticers  and  soldiers.  Per- 
liai)s  to  retaliate  for  tiiose  who  were  so  brutally  murdered  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  in  -lune,  IStJl',  would  caution  them  a  little. 

Please  excuse  us  fur  taking  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  via  a  private 
letter;  we  do  it  fearing  that  the  above  facts  have  not  been  brought  to 
your  notice. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants. 

JACOB  PARROTT, 

Lieutenant,  Companij  K. 
DAXIEL  A.  DORSEV; 
Lieut..  Compauy  FT.  Thirty  third  Ke;/I.  Ohio  Volunteer  Tnjantry. 
34  u  li — sEi:u:.s  ii,  vol  vi 
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"  [Indorsement.] 

"War  Department,  November  36,  1863. 
CoaoiissiONER  OF  Exchange: 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, whose  atteutiou  is  specially  invited  to  the  cases  herein  referred  to. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Briffailier-Geuenil  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hartford,  Conn.,  Xovemher  17,  1S63. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

Commisnary- General  of  Prisoners,   Waslrimjton,  D.  C: 

Sir:  As  I  promised  while  at  your  office  on  Satnrday  last,  I  note  the 
following  facts  concerning  the  eoiiditiDu  of  our  prisoners  in  Richmond, 
as  gathered  during  my  brief  stay  there  en  route  from  Columbia  to  City 
Point. 

General  Dow  had  visited  Belle  Isle  and  found  there  a  large  propor- 
tion of  our  privates  without  tents,  barracks,  or  any  shelter,  herded  like 
cattle  on  the  cold  or  wet  sand,  laclcing  blankets,  clotliing,  and  sufficient 
food.  He  thought  that  those  not  already  dying  of  starvation  were 
being  rapidly  reduced  to  such  weakness  and  exhaustiou  as  would  uuht 
them  for  military  service  on  their  return  to  our  lines. 

Colonel  Ely,  of  the  Eighteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  had  been  to 
the  hospital  and  there  saw  our  men  dying  of  starvation  and  exposure 
at  the  rate  of  ten  a  day  on  an  average.  He  saw  fourteen  brought  in 
one  evening  all  worn  to  the  last  degree  of  emaciation,  unable  to  make 
use  of  proftered  food,  from  their  long  deprivation  of  it,  of  whom  uiue  were 
carried  out  on  the  following  morning  to  tlie  prisoners'  grave.  Major 
White,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  himself  seen  the  time  in  the  Libby 
wlien  he  would  have  stolen  food,  but  that  he  must  take  it  from  one  as 
hungry  as  himself,  and  he  had  envied  the  mau  who  had  a  crust  of  dry 
coarse  bread  while  he  had  none. 

On  tlie  day  I  left  the  prison.  Wednesdaj',  12th  instant,  the  entire 
ration  to  the  officers  was  a  piece  of  coarse  bread,  measuring  just  5  by 
-.}  by  3  inches.  The  small  allowance  of  meat  was  then  cut  off  from  the 
officers,  as  it  had  been  for  some  days  before  fiom  the  piivates.  An 
officer  of  the  Confederate  service  with  our  men  on  Belle  Isle  told  us  at 
the  prison  on  Tuesday  at  t  p.  in,  that  up  to  that  hour  our  men  had 
received  not  a  i)article  of  fond  that  day,  and  we  had  uo  reason  to  sup- 
l)ose  they  obtained  it  later. 

Ou  my  way  to  Richmond  from  ('olnmhia  a  Confederate  official  said 
to  a  naval  surgeon  who  was  with  nie: 

It  is  :i  haid  thiuf,'  to  sav  to  v.jii.  but  \ Diir  lucu  nii  lii-llr  I>lr  itn-  ilviiii;  of  -t.u  \  a- 

tinll.  .        " 

Another  Confederate  otlicer  stiid  to  our  officers  at  the  Libby: 

The  ivlaiiil  is  a  pirfrct  slanu'lilrr  p.'ii  I'nr  \  Dur  uirn. 

I'^ven  if  food  were  lurnished  to  our  men.  they  still  lack  shelter,  and 
fuel  for  cooking  is  also  as  scarce  as  food  for  l)oth  officers  and  men. 

All  these  facts  maybe  familiar  to  you,  but  I  give  them  now  at  the 
urgent  solicitation  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Libby. 

General  Dow  wished  me  to  say  that  he  understood  that  ourCovernment 
had  a  large  amount  of  Confederate  money  in  its  possession,  and  if  this 
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were  so,  aud  any  portion  of  it  could  be  sent  to  him  in  jars  sealed  and 
labeled  as  preserved  fruits,  he  could  exchange  it  with  the  officers  for 
Treasury  notes  and  gold  at  Richmond  rates,  and  thus  dispose  of  it 
advantageously.  The  officers  at  the  Libby  are  now  spending  for  their 
own  comfort  and  sustenance  about  ■■$1,000  per  day  in  Confederate  cur- 
rency. I  state  this  matter  just  as  I  was  reciuested  to  by  General  Dow 
and  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  C.  TRUMBULL, 
Chaplain  Ttntth  Connecticut   Volunteers. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Collkrcille,  Tenn.,  Xovemher  17,  1S6S. 
Brigadier-General  Forrest,  or 
Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army: 

GENERAL:  The  bearer  hereof,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hepburn,  Second 
Iowa  Cavalry,  is  authorizedto  propose  to  you  an  exchange  of  Asst. 
Surg.  D.  C.  McCampljell,  cap'tured  by  my  command  on  the  3d  instant  at 
Collierville,  Tenn.,  for  Lieut.  Joseph  O'Kane,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 
captured  by  Confederate  forces  on  the  same  day  at  Coldwater.  Asst. 
Surg.  D.  C.  McCampbell  has  been  detained  by  me  as  a  prisoner  for  the 
reason  that  in  April  last  Assistant  Surgeon  Yulee,  Second  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, captured  by  Confederate  forces  on  Pearl  River,  was  not  paroled, 
but,  in  violation  of  the  existing  cartel,  was  sent  to  Richmond  and  con- 
fined in  Libby  Prison.  Lieutenant-Colonel  IIei)burn  is  further  author- 
ized to  confer  with  you  as  to  tiie  informal  excliange  of  prisoners  now 
held,  or  that  nniy  hi-ieafter  be  captured,  belonging  to  your  own  or  to 
the  cavalry  conmuuid  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel  Second  Itnra  i'aralry,  Commanding   U.  S.  Forces. 


Respectfully  forwarded  and  recommended.  I  met  the  lieutenant- 
(■(iliinei  us  re(|iieste(l,  aud  received  from  him  a  verbal  proposition  to  have 
all  jirisuners  taken  by  nur  respective  conimauds  informally  exchanged. 
I  intormcd  liini  rliat  Major  General  Lee  commanded  the  cavalry  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  I  could  make  no  agreement  without  his  ('onsent.  I 
think  the  arrangement  would  result  to  our  benefit,  and  therefore  rec- 
ommend its  adoption. 

J  AS.   U.  CHALMERS, 

llriijadier-Genrral. 

:Se.u,„l  M,a..rs.-meMt.l 

Headi.ihartkrs  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

(inniidii.  Siirentber  X.'5,  1SH3. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  arranucment  pvciijosed  will  he  tn  the  iutcrests  of  the  service,  in 
mv  judgment,  and  1  recommend  if. 

S.  D.  LEE. 

Majur-tleneral. 

Criiii.l  niilnr-i,-,iii-n!.| 

Generaf,  .roriNSTON'.s  Office. 
Respoctfully  returned. 
The  War  L)epartment  aloiii'  has  the  power  to  confer  such  authority. 
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Coimissionek's  Office, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  17,  1863. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding  Department,  <£c.  : 

SiE:  I  have  receuMy  received  from  the  Hoa.  Joha  A.  Campbell, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  a  communication  in  which  he  says  that 
the  Department  desires  me  to  continue  in  the  discharj,^e  of  my  duties 
under  my  commission  for  the  examination  of  prisoners  not  connected 
with  the  Confederate  Army  in  the  State  of  Alabama  and  Department 
of  Western  Georgia,  and  to  maintain  communication  with  the  Confed- 
erate officers  having  charge  of  such  prisoners,  visit  from  time  to  time 
the  several  prisons,  and  make  as  speedy  disposition  as  practicable 
of  such  cases,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  arise. 

With  a  view  to  keeping  myself  apprised  by  the  otticers  having  charge 
of  these  prisoners,  of  arrests,  &c.,  1  have  the  honor  to  ask  that  you  will 
extend  to  me  the  facilities,  by  your  orders,  of  having  the  various 
provost-marshals  or  commandants  of  posts  in  your  department  to  for- 
ward to  me  at  tliis  place  monthly  reports  of  these  prisoners  in  their 
respective  custody,  stating  the  time  of  arrest,  by  whose  order,  &c., 
and  to  prepare  for  me  on  my  tour  of  examination  written  charges 
against  the  prisoners,  with  names  of  witnesses  to  sustain  them;  or  if 
no  witnesses,  such  explanations  and  military  orders  connected  with 
their  arrests  as  may  enable  me  satisfactorily  to  examine  the  cases.  It 
would  greatly  facilitate  me  if  I  knew  at  what  various  military  posts  or 
prisons  in  your  department  such  arrests  and  confinements  are  made, 
that  I  might  maintain  a  constant  correspondence  with  the  officers 
commanding  them. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  reduce  this  whole  matter  to  such  system 
as  would  insure  prompt  attention  to  the  cases  as  they  arrive,  and  for 
any  orders  looking  to  this  end  which  may  occur  to  you  as  calculated  to 
ettect  the  purpose,  I  would  be  greatly  obliged.  I  have  also  the  honor 
to  request  that  as  full  publicity  be  given  to  these  orders  as  may  be 
necessary. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

M.  J.  SAFFOLD, 

Commissioner,  ifcc. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fortress  Monroe,  November  la,  1S03. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stantox,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  the  limits  of  a  telegram,  and  for  the  public  eye,  it  was 
impossible  to  explain  my  full  thought  on  the  subject  of  exchange  of 
l)risoners.  1  believed  there  was  some  misunderstanding  of  the  (jues- 
tions  involved  when  I  telegraphed,  and  your  answer,  with  the  senti- 
ments of  which  in  every  word  I  concur,  convinces  me  that  I  was  right 
in  my  belief.  Xo  one  will  go  further  in  exerting  every  power  olf  the 
(Tovernment  in  protecting  the  colored  troops  and  their  officers  than 
myself,  and  if  that  is  the  ([uestion  which  prevents  exchange,  and  we 
stand  before  the  country  upon  that  question,  I  have  not  a  word  further 
to  urge.  But  I  fear  that  is  not  the  point,  or  at  least  it  is  not  now  under- 
stood by  the  country  that  it  is  upon  the  pledge  of  the  country's  honor 
that  all  men,  white  or  black,  who  tight  for  us  shall  be  protected,  that 
we  now  feel  obliged  to  let  our  fellow-soldiers  starve,  if  such  shall  be 
the  inhumanity  of  the  rebels. 
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I  ought  to  premise,  perhaps,  why  I  interfere  where  it  is  not  specially 
within  my  commaud.  Believing  that  I  could  do  something  for  the 
good  of  the  service,  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  the  application,  and, 
with  your  leave,  shall  continue  to  make  suggestions  wherever  and 
whenever  I  think  the  Government  may  he  aided  by  so  doing,  although 
not  strictly  called  upon  so  to  do,  to  complete  my  routine  of  duty. 

1  am  informed  and  believe  that  the  irbel  authorities  will  exchange 
every  ofticer  and  soldier  they  now  hold  in  custody,  whether  colored  or 
not,  upon  receiving  an  etiuivaleut  number  and  rank  from  us. 

Indeed,  I  can  put  no  other  interpretation  upon  the  letter  of  Robert 
Ould,  esq.,  agent  of  exchange  at  Richmond,  oi  October  20,  referring  to 
a  letter  of  a  previous  date,  in  whicli  he  says: 

More  than  a  month  ago  I  asked  your  ae(|uiesreiice  in  a  proposition  that  all  officers 
aiul  soldiers  on  both  sides  should  lie  released  in  conl'onuity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  cartel. 

I  have  forwarded  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  so  that  you  can 
refer  to  it.  If  tliere  is  any  interpretation  to  the  contrary  it  is  not  made 
apparent  to  the  country,  and  the  (rovernment,  for  all  that  appears 
from  the  correspondence  between  the  two  commissioners,  are  now  suf- 
fering our  soldiers  to  be  starved  to  death  upon  the  proposition  of  ine- 
•  luaiity  in  the  computation  and  value  of  paroles.  If  you  will  examine 
the  correspondence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  question  turns  upon 
that  point;  not  a  suggestion  is  made  that  color,  caste,  or  condition  has 
anything  to  do  with  tlie  dispute. 

it  would  seem  that  the  discussion  liad  grown  sufficiently  acrimonious 
to  have  lost  sight  of  the  jioiut  of  dispute,  as  we  know  many  discus- 
sions do. 

I  do  not  mean  to  impute  blame  to  anj'  party,  because  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently informed,  nor  have  I  the  authority  so  to  do,  but  simply  to  sug- 
gest a  remedy. 

I  assume  tiiat  we  have  in  actual  custody  some  l.'6,000  prisoners, 
against  i;5,00()  that  the  rebels  have.  Now,  tlien,  why  may  not  Ould's 
jiroposition  be  accepted  and  exchange  man  for  man,  officer  for  officer, 
uutd  the  rebels  stop;  if  then  every  prisoner  they  hold  has  been 
exchanged,  the  question  of  color  does  not  arise  and  our  men  will  have 
been  relieved  from  starvation  up  to  that  number.  But  if  the  colored 
]irisoners  and  their  officers  shall  not  be  produced  by  the  rebels  for 
exchange,  we  shall  have  10,000  of  their  men  upun  whom  to  work  both 
retaliation  and  reprisal  to  the  fullest  extent  to  wring  from  the  rebels 
.justice  to  the  colored  soldier. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  argue  this  point :  its  statement  is  the  argument. 
This  action,  not  oHers  and  correspondence,  will  place  the  Government 
right  before  the  country,  and  it  then  the  negro  ])risoners,  whether 
civilians  or  soldiers,  or  their  officers,  are  kept  in  prison  or  maltreated, 
the  world  will  justify  us  in  the  repris;il  and  retaliation  to  any  extent. 
I  believe  that  this  exchange  will  be  made  by  the  rebels,  from  informa- 
tion derive<l  from  vnri(His  sources,  and  especially  from  Mr.  I.  W.  Mon- 
fort,  :igent  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  who  has  gone  to  Washington,  and 
from  whom  you  can  learn  the  facts  that  lead  to  my  belief 

NVithout  suggesting  any  blame  u})on  the  part  of  the  agent  of  exchange, 
Would  not  the  fact  seem  to  l)e  that  such  a  state  of  feeling  has  grown 
up  l)etweeu  himself  and  the  rebel  agent,  that,  without  doing  anything 
wliifh  would  impute  wrong  or  detract  from  the  ap[)reciation  of  the 
eflbrts  of  General  Meredith,  tliis  ndght  be  ilune  as  if  outside  of  either 
ayent.'  — 


534  PRISONERS   OF   WAR    AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Tbis  is  submitted  for  consideration  with  a  single  desire  to  relieve  the 
soldiers  now  in  a  condition  to  enlist  all  our  sympathies. 

I  can  make  these  suggestions  all  the  more  freely  as  I  leave  this  even- 
ing to  arrange  the  affairs  of  this  department  in  North  Carolina,  and  can 
have  probably  no  personal  part  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLBK, 
}f((jo)'- General,  (Jommandlng. 


VVasiunuton,  yitvember  IS,  18(i3. 
General  Meredith: 

The  newspapers  report  that  the  rebels  refused  to  allow  yonr  provisions 
to  go  to  our  prisoners  in  iiichmond.  1  hope  and  believe  that  this  is 
not  true.  What  is  the  fact?  I  have  written  to  imiuire  the  name  of 
the  chai)lain  said  to  be  conhiied  at  (Jolumbia,  S.  C.  The  report  came 
from  Boston. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MajorGeneral  of  Volunteers. 


Fort  ^Monroe,  Va.,  N'ovember  IS,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  CoDiinissioiier  of  E.rchange: 

The  rebels  refuse  to  let  our  commissaries  distribute  it.     I  sent  yester- 
day 48,000  rations,  which  will  be  distributed  by  their  commissaries. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  McUejjbv,  Baltimore,  November  18,1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

J.  C.  Green,  surgeon  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  is  held  here  as  hostage 
for  Surgeon  RucUer.  Is  he  to  be  forwarded  for  exchange  with  the 
others?     Shall  we  parole  the  surgeons  we  send? 

P.  A.  PORTER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


War  Departmknt,    Washington,  Xorcmber  18,  1863. 
Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  Commanding  Fort  McIIenrg: 

All  rebel  medical  otticers  in  our  liands,  including  Doctor  Green,  are  to 
be  released  and  sent  Soutli  unconditional! v.    They  are  not  to  be  paroled. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Bridgeport,  Xovember  J."-',  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Third   C.  iS.  Infantry,  Commisnorg-General  of  Prisoners: 
Dear  Colonel:  Yours  of  Noveud)er  0  is  received.    Although  I  com- 
mand a  department,  you  see  1  am  personally  here  near  Chattanooga, 
having  marched  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  all  the  way  from 
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Merapliis.  Our  usual  practice  has  been  for  all  prisoners  to  be  sent  to 
corps  headquarters  an(l  then  to  Cairo.  My  department  lias  three  lines 
now,  the  Mississippi,  the  Tennessee,  and  now  the  Nashville  railroad. 
Cairo  would  be  the  best  place  for  the  first  two  lines,  but  here  our 
prisoners  should  go  to  Nashville.  I  will  see  (ieneral  Grant  again  at 
Chattanooga  and  will  ascertain  from  him  the  course  he  has  heretofore 
I)ursued  in  this  regard  and  will  advise  you,  but  I  think  Cairo  will  be 
the  liest  point  for  us  to  send  our  prisoners  to.  It  is  a  common  center 
for  the  rivers  which  are  our  surest  lines  of  communication. 

I  will  therefore  make  an  order  that  all  prisoners  of  war  captured  be 
sent  by  the  most  convenient  routes  to  Cairo  and  for  the  comman.hng 
ofHcer  there  to  make  reports  to  you  as  reiiuired  by  orders.  When 
prisoners  of  war  are  too  badly  hurt  to  bear  transiiortation  to  Cairo 
they  are  not  worth  capturing.  In  that  case  the  best  plan  is  to  put 
them  on  the  inhabitants  to  care  fir.  t  find  their  sick  and  wounded  too 
anxious  to  be  made  prisoners  for  better  treatment. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SnERMAN, 

^[aJiir-GeHentl. 


Office  Commissabt-General  i>f  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  ('.,  Xonniber  lt<,  ISOS. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

C<>ninii.s.sitri/-(lenir(il  of  Prisonerx,  \V((.sliin!iton,  D.  <'.: 
Sir:  While  at  Annapolis  under  your  orders  I  visited  the  Naval 
Academy  and  College  hospitals  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  condition  of  the  Federal  paroled  prisoners  recently  arrived 
from  Richmond  and  at  iire.^ent  inmates  of  these  hospitals.  I  found 
such  as  had  survived  (forty-eight  having  died  within  ten  days  of  their 
admission)  in  a  most  wretched  condition,  though  now  surrounded  by 
every  comfort  which  a  well-ordered  hospital  and  competent,  attentive 
attendance  can  sujiply.  They  were  suiteriiig  from  scurvy,  hospital 
gaugTene,  iineumonia,'and  some,  though  laboring  under  no  disease, 
were  actually  dying  of  starvation.  <  )ne  poor  fellow  informed  me  that 
for  fifteen  clavs  previous  to  his  departure  from  Eichmond  he  had 
received  no  animal  food  whatever,  and  for  five  days  had  been  supplied 
with  but  one  cracker  and  a  half  per  day.  These  hospitals  are  admira- 
bly conducted  in  every  particular  by  their  respective  surgeons  in 
charge,  and  have  accommodations  for  the  immediate  reception,  if  nec- 
essary, of  1.000  additional  patients.  At  the  Naval  Academy  Hospital 
the  surgeon  in  charge  has  very  Judh'iously,  I  think,  made  arrangements 
for  the  receiition  and  preliuiiiiary  treatment  of  the  paroled  (irisoners  in 
tents,  as  he  informs  me  that  he  finds  when  they  are  place<l  at  once  in  a 
warm,  comfortable  ward,  the  reaction  which  ensues  is  too  great  for 
their  reduced  systems  to  bear,  and  that  ])iieumoiiia  or  some  other 
inflammatory  condition  supervenes  ami  is  very  frequently  fatal.  This 
he  expects  to  obviate  by  the  means  above  mentioned,  and  1  think  his 
idea  will  iirove  a. just  one.  L>ut  this  communication  is  more  esiiecially 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  the 
flag  of-truce  boat  lifted  up  with  the  hospital  ap|iliances  necessary  for 
the  proper  medical  tre;iimeiit  of  the  sick  paroled  prisoners  during  the 
passage  from  City  Point  to  Annapolis.  A  competent  and  experienced 
medical  officer  should  also  be  assigned  to  the  boat,  for  very  much  of 
tlie  after  success  in  these  evtreme  cases  depends  on  the  early  treat- 
ment whit  h  they  receive,      1    aiu   inlormed   that   the   acting   assistant 
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snrgjeon  ac  present  attached  to  the  boat  is,  thoagh  well  skilled  jii  his 
profession,  unfitted  by  his  want  of  experience  in  this  kind  of  duty  for 
this  post.  If  it  should  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  would  volunteer 
to  make  a  trip  to  City  Point  on  the  boat,  to  ascertain  and  report  what 
changes  or  additions  to  the  present  arrangements  are  needed  for  the 
proper  care  of  the  prisoners  on  the  passage. 

Surgeon  Vauderkieft  (in  charge  of  Naval  Academy  Hospital)  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  the  otticer  in  charge  of  the  tlagof- truce  boat 
telegraphing  to  him  from  Fortress  Monroe  of  his  expected  time  of 
arrival  at  Annapolis,  and  of  the  number  of  patients  on  board,  that 
arrangements  for  their  jiroper  reception  might  be  made  previous  to 
their  arrival.  At  present  they  are  obliged  to  wait  for  some  time  before 
cottee,  soup,  and  other  food  can  be  prepared. 

A  correct  list  of  names,  &c.,  should  also  be  furnished  with  the  pris- 
oners, as  many  are  too  far  exhausted  ou  their  arrival  at  the  hospital  to 
give  any  account  of  themselves,  and  many  die  without  the  means  of 
making  it  known  who  they  are. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Office  Provost-Maeshal, 

Annapolis,  Md.,  Xorember  If^,  1S63. 
Col.  C.  A.  Waite, 

First  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  Com'Jg.  at  Annapolis,  Md.  : 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  flagof-truce  boat 
New  York  arrived  to-day  with  some  .SOO  released  prisoners  from 
Eichmond,  and  as  the  duties  of  ray  office  called  me  on  board  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  iminy  of  the  men,  who  seemed 
to  be  very  intelligent.  They  almost  to  a  man  tell  the  same  story. 
When  they  arrived  at  Eichmond  and  were  ushered  into  the  filthy 
prisons,  the  officers  in  charge  stripped  them  of  their  money  and  all  sur- 
]dus  clothing  ill  their  possession.  They  are  then  obliged  to  lay  upon 
the  rioor,  anil  get  very  scanty  rations,  hardly  enough  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together.  The  sight  upon  the  tlag-of-truce  boat  to-day  was  heart- 
rending, to  see  men  so  reduced  by  starvation  that  they  had  not 
strength  to  raise  upon  their  feet,  and  were  obliged  to  be  carried  off  ou 
stretchers  to  the  hospital. 

The  principal  statements  made  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  their  money 
are  against  Captain  Turner,  officer  in  charge  of  the  Libby  Prison. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  a  si|uad  of  prisoners.  Captain  Turner  has  them 
drawn  up  in  line  and  tells  them  to  deliver  up  all  their  money,  and  it 
will  be  returned  to  them  when  they  are  exchanged;  if  not  given  up 
vuluntarily,  they  are  searched  and  their  money  confiscated.  From 
statements  of  several  intelligent  men  ou  board  of  the  boat,  I  ascer- 
tained that  out  of  a  crowd  of  400  Union  prisoners  who  arrived  at 
Eichmond  on  the  I'lith  of  September  last,  Captain  Turner  received  the 
sum  of  about  8-, 000,  none  of  which  has  ever  been  returned.  Parties 
giving  me  this  information  had  all  the  money  in  their  ])ossession 
taken  from  them,  some  not  having  over  $3,  yet  this  small  amount  was 
taken. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  ereat  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  J.  KEFFER, 
Caplaiii,  Serenty-rirst  Feniisylrania  ]'ols..  Provost- Marshal, 


CORRESPONUENCK,  ETC. — UNION   AND    CONFEDERATE.        537 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  DEPART>rENT, 

Richmond,  yiovemher  18,  lSfi.3. 
Brig.  Geu.  S.  A.  Meredith,  A{/ent  of  Exclianye: 

Sir:  In  your  commuuicatioii  of  November  7,  ISO.'l,  you  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter  bearing  date  May  21*,  lS(i3,  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  and  addressed  to  me.* 

I  reiterate  what  I  have  before  said,  tiiat  General  Orders,  No.  100, 
wlien  it  was  delivered  to  me,  was  not  accompanied  by  any  written  com- 
niuuication.  You  are  aware  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ludlow  was  at 
City  Point  on  the  23d  of  May.  It  is  unquestionably  true  that  lie  wrote 
the  aforesaid  letter  on  the  22d  at  Fortress  Monroe.  It  is  Just  as  true 
that  he  brought  it  wiih  him  to  City  Point.  My  own  personal  recollec- 
tion is  perfectly  distinct  that  at  the  conclusion  of  our  interview  at 
City  Point  lie  took  the  pamphlet  containing  General  Orders,  No.  100, 
from  a  ]iackage,  the  seal  of  which  he  broke  at  the  time,  and  delivered 
said  order  into  my  hands,  with  the  remark  that  its  provisions  in  the 
future  would  govern  the  operations  of  the  L'.  S.  forces.  Why  he 
retained  the  letter  I  do  not  know.  The  fact,  however,  is  exactly  as  I 
have  statetl  it  and  fully  explains  why  a  copy  of  the  letter  was  in 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow's  letter  book. 

I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  for  one  moment  as  imputing  any 
fraud  or  improper  coiuhict  in  what  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  did  in 
the  premises.  He  undoubtedly  thougiit  the  remark  he  made  at  the 
time  of  the  delivery  dispensed  with  the  necessity  t)f  giving  me  the 
letter. 

Kespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OfLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

liiehmiind,  Xorember  IS,  186.'!. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  The  letter  of  (General  Hitchcock  has  been  received.! 

Until  the  Confederate  auth(U'ities  ;ippeal  to  be  relieved  '•  from  the 
obligation  to  treat  prisoners  of  war  according  to  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare,'' or  offer  as  ''an  explanation  or  excuse"  for  insufficient  food 
that  supplies  have  not  been  forwarded  by  your  Government,  it  is 
entirely  unnecessary  to  discuss  what  will  be  the  views  of  your  authori- 
ties in  either  contingency. 

Statements  most  infamously  false  have  reccTitly  been  made  and  cir- 
culated at  the  North  by  persons  wliose  calling  should  have  imposed  a 
respect  for  truth,  which  their  own  ]>ersonal  lionor  seems  to  have  failed 
to  secure,  (^ur  regulations  rei|uire  that  prisoners  sliall  i-eceive  tlie 
same  rations  as  soldiers  in  the  tiekl.  Sucii  your  prisoners  ha\e  received 
and  will  continue  to  receive.  JJo  you  ask  more?  If  so,  what  do  you 
demand ?  We  recognize  in  the  fullest  form  our  obligation  to  treat  yonr 
jirisoners  with  hnmanity  and  to  serve  them  with  the  same  food  in 
ipiantity  and  quality  as  is  given  to  our  own  soldiers.  If  the  supply 
is  scanty,  you  have  only  to  blame  the  system  of  warfare  you  iiave 
waged  against  us.  There  is  nothing  in  the  action  nf  the  Confederate 
Government  which  gives  any  sort  of  countenance  to  the  charge  of 
cruelty  or  inhumanity  to  your  i)risouers.  In  the  first  ])lace  we  have 
importuned  you  to  agree  to  a  fair  and  honest  proposition,  which  would 

*.Sce  \'i>l.  V,  tliU  seri.-s,  ji.  09U.  t  See  Xoveiiiber  i::.  ]).  ."li.. 
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secure  the  release  of  all  of  them.  When  that  w;is  rejected  you  have 
been  permitted  to  send,  without  stiut  or  liiuitatioti,  all  kinds  of  sup- 
plies to  them. 

(General  Hitchcock  requests  that  the  prisoners  now  in  our  hands  he 
returned  to  your  lines.  This  is  not  accompanied  with  any  proposition  to 
release  our  prisoners  now  in  your  hands.  So  lar  from  that  being  the 
case,  he  promises  "  to  continue  to  snp]>ly  ♦■loil  and  clothing  as  hereto- 
fore'' to  such.  (General  Hitchcock  need  not  have  nrged  you  to  "lose 
no  time  in  communicating''  his  letter.  No  degree  of  haste  would  have 
secured  the  assent  of  the  Confederate  authorities  to  a  proposition  so 
tiagraiitly  unequal.  We  are  ready  to  relieve  your  Government  from 
the  bur(ien  of  supplying  -food  aTid  clothing  as  heretofore"  to  our 
people  in  your  hands,  and  if  they  are  sent  to  us  yours  shall  be  returned 
to  you,  the  excess  on  one  side  or  the  other  to  be  on  [>arole. 

I  hope  you  will  urge  upon  General  Hitchcock  the  acceptance  of  this 
proposition  as  due  to  the  most  solemn  cunsiderations  in  the  face  of  the 
'•civilized  world."'  We  are  content  tiiat  the  "civilized  world"  should 
draw  its  own  conclusions  when  it  contrasts  the  two  offers. 

I  will  thank  you  to  forward  this  conmiuuication  to  General  Hitch- 
cock, or  inform  him  that  the  Confederate  authorities  decline  to  accept 
his  proposition. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OPLD, 
Af/ent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Kichiuond,  Xorcmber  18,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  8.  A.  Mereditii,  Agent  <>f  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  herewith  return  to  yon  tlic  indorsement  of  Governor  Letcher 
ujion  your  communication  of  the  l.Jth  instant  relating  to  Shuman, 
Ludwig,  and  Crawford.  I  also  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  trial  anil 
conviction  of  the  tw(^  lirst  named  and  a  letter  from  the  superintendent 
of  the  penitentiary.  If  you  will  inform  nie  in  what  State  Anderson 
Crawford  was  convicted  I  will  send  you  a  similar  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  his  case. 

So  many  recent  and  novel  interpretations  of  the  "laws  of  war"  have 
been  delivered  that  1  am  at  a  loss  to  know  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter 
whether  it  is  intended  by  your  authorities  to  contest  the  right  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  punisli  persons  witiun  her  jurisdiction  for 
felonies.  If,  however,  yimr  own  general  orders  are  to  have  any  effect,  I 
suppose  paragraph  59  of  General  Ordeis.  Xo.  100,  settles  the  question. 
I  have  very  frankly  and  at  an  early  day  responded  to  your  inquiries.  I 
lioi)e  I  am  not  asking  too  niurh  when  I  request  that  any  "special 
orders"  which  may  be  issued  in  th(/se  cases  maybe  promi)tly  communi- 
cated to  me. 

Iiespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fortns.i   Miinriic.   Va.,  yorember  15,  18HS. 
Hon.  R.  OvLD,  Agent  of  [■J.n-hiiiiiir.  l^iclmiDnd,   Va.: 

SiK:  1  have  information  wludi  will  be  relied  and  acted  upon  as 
authentic,   unless  foruuUly  anil   wirhoiii    reserve    denied,  that  Joseph 
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Shnman  and  Edward  fAiuandus  E.]  Ludwis,  of  the  Fourth  Maine 
Infantry,  were  sent  to  tl-e  penitentiary  from  Hotetourt  County  in  Octo- 
ber l.SfW,  for  a  term  of  years,  and  that  Anderson  Crawford,  of  a  Mary- 
land regiment,  has  been  sent  to  a  penitentiary  also,  in  all  three  cases 
lipou  accusations  not  recognized  as  criminal  according  to  the  laws  of 

A  reasonable  time  for  receiving  information  from  the  South  will  be 
allowed  before  giving  any  special  orders  in  these  eases. 

Kespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant.     ^         ,ri.M.iM.TT^CT 

B.  A.  Mrjiv  I'j  I '  I  I  tl, 
Briijddier-Gencrdl  uml  Coinmiii.sioiifr  /<ir   H.n-hnmje. 

[rn.lu™-n,eMt.| 

Richmond,  Xorrinlier  IT,  t^>'i3. 

There  is  no  such  man  as  Crawford  in  the  |,enireutiary.  nor  has  there 
been  such  a  man  diuin--  my  ollicial  term.  ,  ,  ^      <• 

The  other  jicrsons  named  are  in  the  penitentiary  under  juigments  ot 
the  circuit  court  of  Botetourt,  an<l  there  they  will  remain  during  my 
term  of  .service.  ^^^^^^  LETCHER. 

(In.-l0HiirB>J...  2.1 

Pknitentiarv  of  Virginia,  Xoremher  i>',  1S63. 
His  Excellency  John  Letcher,  Governor  of  Vlryinia : 

In  obedience  to  your  reipiest,  1  have  carefully  examined  the  records  of 
tlicVir"inia  penitentiary  and  Hud  that  Joseph  Shuman  and  Amandus  E. 
Ludwi'"aie  confined  here  as  prisoners,  under  a  conviction  by  the  circuit 
court  of  Botetourt  County,  \'a.,  and  I  annex  the  rei'ord  ot  their  trial 
and  conviction  as  the  authority  by  which  they  are  held  as  prisoners. 

I  can  tind  no  register  of  the  name  of  Anderson  Crawford,  nor  is  there 
any  prisoner  confined  here  purporting  to  be  of  that  name. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

Superintendent  Vinjinin  I'cnitentiifi  ij. 

[Imlc.surBXo.:!.] 

At  a  siiecial  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Botetourt,  held  for  the  said 
county  at  the  courthouse  thereof  on  Tuesday,  the  iL'th  day  ot  August, 
IS.;- (and  continued  by  adiourn.nciit  till  the  !.;rh  of  Au-ust.Ls<'li);  pres- 
ent the  Honorable  Robert  M.  Hudson,  judge  of  this  court,  Henry  M. 
Bowver  (foreman),  Thomas  Ct.  (btodwin,  Samuel  Young.  George  Wep- 
lar,  John  Painter,  Daniel  Bough,  William  Kyle,  (ieorge  bwitzer,  John 
Rhiiiehart,  John  B.  Cah.mn.  Isaac  Austin,  sr  Jacob  Ried,  baniuel 
RuUeii.  Thomas  Simpson.  Morris  Hickok,  Hugh  M.  <.rant,  Ira  ..  bin  th, 
James  U.  Mohler,  Charles  H.  ( 'asper,  Robert  F.  Nace,  George  \\  .  Kodcr, 
and  Joseph  1'.  Gaunt  were  sworn  a  grand  jury  ot  imiuest  tor  the  body 
of  this  county,  and  having  received  their  charge,  retired  to  consider  ot 
their  presentments,  and  presently  returned  and  presented  the  follow- 
mg  indictment,  to  wit:  -An  indictment  against  .loseph  Shumau  and 
Amandus  K.  Ludwig  for  larceny.  A  true  bill."  And  the  grand  jurv 
not  having  comph-te<i  their  labors,  were  adjourned  over  till  tomorrow 
moniiug  at  10  o'clock.  ■  ,,      ■ 

The  indictment  is  in  the  words  and  ligures  tollowmg.  to  \\\\: 

Circnit  .-om't  for  thr  ronuty  ..r'  l!,.t,.t„.u  t.     S,,,-,  i;,l  ten,.,  l.s.;2,  i;..t,-t..n,r  Connty, 

%n,',''.T:„Hl   ,mo,.,  .n.i.au-lU'a  for   the   l„„ly  „f  the  ■■ounty  almvsai.l.  upmi   tliyir 
o.,tbsiuv>.uttLut  .loH,.,;i,  Slnunau   au.l  A.n.m.lu.    K.  I.naw.g.  laborers,  late  ..t  >.ad 
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Cdimty,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  nn  the  second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eisht  hundred  nnd  sixty-two,  and  -within  the  jiirisilicfion  of  this  court,  one  slave 
named  .Jack,  of  the  goods  and  property  of  a  certain  Archibald  Gr.aham,  of  the  value 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  then  and  there  i'ouud,  did  then  and  there  steal,  take,  and  carry 
away,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  said  Graham,  contrary  to  form  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly iu  such  case  made  and  provide<l,  and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia.  And  the  jurors  aforesaid  for  the  county  aforesaid,  upon  their 
oaths  aforesaid,  further  present  that  t  lie  said. Joseph  Shu  man  ami  Amandus  E.  Ludwig, 
laborers,  late  of  said  county,  at  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 
and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  did  then  and  there  attempt  to  carry  off  and 
aid  and  connive  at  the  escape  out  of  the  county  aforesaid  of  a  certain  slave  named 
.lack,  of  the  value  of  six  hundred  dollars,  the  goods  and  property  of  a  certain  Archi- 
bald Graham,  with  intent  to  defraud  and  deprive  the  said  owner  of  his  said  slave,  and 
without  his  consent,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  said  Graham,  contrary  to  the  form  of 
the  act  of  assembly  in  such  case  made  arid  provided,  and  against  the  peace  .and  dignity 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  Upon  the  information  of  Mr.  McCurdy,  Alex:an- 
der  ilcCurdy,  and  William  A.  Humphries,  witnesses  sworn  iu  court  and  sent  to  the 
grand  jury  to  give  evidence. 
A  true  bill. 

HENRY  M.  BOWYER, 

Foreman. 

And  on  the  clay  and  year  last  aforesaid  were  had  the  followiug  pro- 
ceedings, viz: 

Commonwealth  ) 

V.I.  ■  Upon  an  indictment  for  felony. 

,1'isEPH  Shumax  and  Amandus  E.  Ludwig.  ) 

.Joseph  Shuman  and  Amandus  E.  Ludwig,  late  of  the  county  of  Botetourt,  who 
stand  indicted  for  felony,  were  led  to  the  bar  iu  custody  of  the  jailer  of  this  court, 
.and  thereupon  the  prisoners  were  arraigned  and  pleaded  jointly  not  guilty  to  the 
indictment  and  for  their  trial  put  themselves  upon  the  country.  And  thereupon  came 
twenty-four  persons  duly  summoned  according  to  law.  who  were  examined  liy  the 
court  and  found  to  be  free  from  exceptions  and  lawfully  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors, 
and  from  the  panel  of  twenty-four  persons,  the  prisoners  having  struck  off  eight  of 
the  names  thereof,  the  following  jury  was  selected  from  the  remaining  sixteen  by 
lot,  to  wit:  Marcus  D.  McCluer,  George  W.  Dillon,  Alexander  Fellers,  John  Layman, 
Philip  Loop,  Moses  Watkins,  George  Zimmerman,  sr.,  John  Rader,  Elijah  Harris, 
.Joel  Burger,  Micliael  Graybill,  and  Samuel  Burger,  jr.,  who  were  elected,  tried,  and 
sworn  the  truth  of  and  upon  the  premises  to  speak,  and  there  not  being  time  to 
complete  the  trial  the  jury  were  adjourned  over  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock, 
and  Lewis  Linkenhoker.  sherirf  of  this  county,  and  James  Rowland,  deputy  sherilf, 
were  sworn  according  to  law  to  keep  the  jury  together  and  not  to  permit  any  person 
to  have  any  communication  with  them  till  they  should  return  to  court  in  the  morn- 
ing. Thereupon  the  prisimers  were  reman<led  to  jail  and  the  court  adjourned  till 
to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  the  14th  day  of  August,  1862,  tlie  court  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment.     Present,  the  same  Judge  as  on  yesterday. 

Commonwealth  J 

ra.  .  ■■  Upon  an  indictment  for  felony. 

Jo.'^Erii  Shi'Man  anp  .\MANDr"s  E.  Ludwig.  ) 

The  prisoners  were  again  brought  into  court  in  custody  of  the  jailer  of  this  county. 
The  jury  adjourned  over  on  yesterday  appeared  in  court  pursuant  to  adjouruinent. 
and  having  fully  heard  the  cause  upon  their  oaths,  returned  a  verdict  in  these  words : 

"We.  the  jury,  find  the  prisoners  guilty  upon  the  Hist  count  in  the  indictment, 
aud  ascertain  tlie  term  of  imprisonment  of  each  of  them,  respectively,  to  be  two 
years  in  the  public  jail  and  peuitentiary  house,  and  we  find  them  not  guilty  on  the 
seeoiiil  (  ount." 

And  tliereupon  the  prisoners  were  remanded  to  Jail. 
.Vnd  on  tlie  same  day  and  year  last  aforesaid  the  followiug  further 
proceedings  were  had,  viz: 

Commonwealth  ) 

rs.  Upiui  an  indictment  for  felony. 

.Joseph  Shumax  and  Amandus  E.  Ludwig.  ) 

Joseph  Sliumau  and  Amandus  i;.  Ludwig,  late  of  B.itetourt  County,  who  stand 
consicted  of  felony  ^iu  stealing  a  negro),  were  again  led  to  the  bar  in  custody  of  the 
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jailer  of  this  court;  and  thereupon  it  lieinjjdemaiHled  of  them  if  anything  for  them- 
'selveH  they  had  or'knew  to  say  wliy  the  court  should  u..t  now  pronounce  judgment 
against  them  according  to  law;  and  nothing  l.eing  ortered  ..r  alleged  in  (h-lay  of 
judi'ment  it  is  consideretl  by  the  court  that  the  said  .loseph  Shuman  and  .Ainandiis 
E  Ludwi''-  be  impris(uied,  each  of  them,  re.ipectively,  iu  the  public  jail  and  peniteu- 
tiarv  house  of  this  Commmiwealth  for  the  term  nf  two  years,  the  period  liy  the 
jurors  in  their  verdict  ascertained;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  aheritf  of  Botetourt 
County  do  as  soon  as  po.ssible  after  the  ailjonrument  of  this  court,  remove  and  safely 
convey  the' said  .losepU  shuman  and  .\iiiandus  E.  Liiclwig  from  the  jail  of  this  court 
to  the  Slid  public  jail  and  penitentiary  house,  therein  to  be  kept  imprisoned  and 
lre'it<-d  in  the  manner  directed  by  law;  and  the  court  doth  certify  that  on  the  trial  of 
thesaid  lo-^eph  Sbuuuin  and  Amandus  K.  Ludwig  nothing  iippe.ired  t4>  the  court 
('■ith'e'r  iu  a'^"ravation  or  extenuation  of  the  otlense  of  the  said  Joseph  Shuman  and 
Amandus  e' Ludwig;  and  thereupon  the  said  Joseph  Shuman  and  Amandus  E. 
Ludwig  were  remanded  to  jail.  ,  ,     .,  ,    , 

OrdernI  That  the  sherittof  this  county  in  cniiveying  Jose|di  >liuniaii  and  Aman- 
dus K.  Lii'dwig  to  the  penitentiary  be  authorised  to  employ  one  i.orsou,  as  a  guard, 
in  addition  tothe  guard  allowed  by  law. 

A  fonv.    Teste. 

^•^  (;.  \V.  WILSON,  Clerk. 

[luol.iaure  Xo,  i.] 

(iAULEY  BlllUGE.  W.   \'A.,  Xovvmbcr  S,  IStJS. 
Secretary  of  War: 

I  iinived  here  on  yesterday,  .loseph  Sluuiiaii  and  Edward  f  Am;iudus 
Vj  1  Liidwij;,  of  Fourth  Maine  Infantry,  were  sent  to  the  penitentuiry 
from  Botetourt  County  iu  October,  1802,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
upon  the  fiil.^e  ehar^'es  of  negro  stealing. 

Anderson  Crawford,  of  Maryhind  resiment.  has  been  lu  same  eouiity 
prison  upon  the  false  charge  of  horse  stealing.  I  was  especially  recom- 
mended to  call  your  atteutiou  to  the  above  cases. 

\V.   P.  llUCKEli,  M.  D. 

November  12,  1863. 
XoTE.— Wrote  to  General   Meredith  on  the  subject,  to  inform   Mr. 
Ould  (rebel  agent),  and  that  we  should  i retaliate?]  if  the  statemeut  is 
true,  uuless  contradicted  without  reserve.    ^  „,^^„^^,^t- 

h.  A.  UliLtK-OCK, 

Major- General. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

liiclDiuiiiil,  Xurentlier  is,  isn3. 

Charles  C.  Fulton,  Esq.: 

Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  'Jth  instant,  and  the  82,00(1  in  Virginia  bank 
notes  for  the  relief  of  Maryland  i)risouers.  iiave  been  received.  The 
limd  will  be  faithfullv  distributed  under  the  directiou  of  Mr.  Cowardni 
and  duo  and  proper  returns  made  to  you.  I  hope  that  the  manner  in 
which  this  or  any  other  request  wliicli  you  may  make  for  the  relief  of 
vour  [irisouers  is  received  will  be  some  proof  of  the  utter  falsity  of  the 
recent  reports  which  have  been  in  circularimi  in  Northern  Journals. 
Respectfully,  i>cc., 

UO.  OULD, 
Aijcnt  of  Exehaitije. 


I  November  18,  LSt;;}. — For  West  to  Taylor,  in  relation  to  exchange 
if  prisoners,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXVl,  I'aft  II.  p.  120. J 
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Affidavit. 
New  Orleans,  November  19,  1863. 

I  solemnly  swear  that  when  I  was  at  Monroe,  La.,  a  prisoner  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  Confederates,  June  27,  1S63,  I  was  allowed  to  go  about 
ou  parole  and  learned  from  various  parties,  and  among  them  soldiers 
belonging  to  the  Confederate  army,  also  some  Union  ladies  entitled  to 
belief,  sutticieut  to  satisfy  me  that  two  United  States  officers,  one  a 
captain  and  the  other  a  lieutenant  of  African  troops,  taken  prisoners 
while  on  a  scout  at  Milliken's  Bend,  on  or  about  the  6th  June  last, 
after  imprisonment  two  days  in  the  court-house  at  Monroe,  were  taken 
out  and  murdered  by  the  enemy,  and  when  1  got  to  Shreveport  I 
found  that  it  seemed  to  be  the  common  talk  there. 

I  farther  depose  and  say  that  on  Tuesday,  July  14,  1863,  I  was  in 
Shreveport,  and  on  that  day  Dick  Taylor's  prisoners,  captured  from  the 
U.  S.  forces  at  Brashear  City,  arrived  there,  and  among  them  were  two 
commissioned  officers,  from  what  I  learned,  of  the  Corps  d'Afrique,  wiio 
were  separated  from  the  rest  and  put  in  solitary  continement,  with  a 
ball  and  chain,  and  Cleneral  Banks  has  the  names  of  these  two  oflicers.* 

E.  J.  CUMEK. 

New  Orleans,  Noremher  19,  IS'JS. 
Sworn  before  me 
[L.  rf.j  HENRY  L.  PIERSON, 

Captain   and  Asaistant  Adjutant-General. 
Address: 

Care  Nokthrup  &  Co., 

33  Front  street,  Memphis. 


War  Department,  Adjitant-General's  Office, 

Wanliington,  November  M.  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Fort  Warren, 

Boston  Harbor,  Mass. : 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  alibrd  all  proper  facili- 
ties to  the  British  consul  at  Boston  for  visiting  prisoners  of  state  who 
are  actually  British  subjects  in  continement  at  Fort  Warren,  unless  in 
those  cases  where  unusual  and  urgent  considerations  require  a  contrary 
course. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Paroled  and  Exchanged  Prisoners, 

[•Enterprise.  Miss.,  Xovember  20,  1863. 

In  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  1  assume  command  of  the  prisoners  captured  and  i)aroled  at 
Port  Huds<jn  and  Vicksburu. 

The  place  of  rendezvous  tor  both  garrisons  is  fixed  at  Enterprise. 

Of  these  prisoners  some  have  been  organized,  exchanged,  and 
returned  to  the  held.  The  rest  should  be  prepared  to  follow  their  com- 
rades at  the  earliest  moment.  The  emergencies  of  the  service,  as  well 
as  the  brilliant  jiages  they  have  already  contributed  to  the  history  of 
this  war,  demand  tliis.  To  accomplish  it  they  must  be  in  hand,  well 
dis<:ii)lined,  and  ready  to  resume  their  arms  as  soon  as  exchanged.     It 

*  See  Tiiylur  to  Fra,iil<liu,  l)eceiiiber  L'o,  lt<ti3. 
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is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gallant  men  who,  by  their  courage  and 
heroic  sacrifices,  have  made  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  immortal,  will 
need  no  new  appeals  to  induce  them  to  make  their  future  military  his- 
tory as  glorious  as  their  past.  It  is  not  enough,  soldiers,  for  you  to 
say  you  will  come  to  the  camp  when  exchanged.  The  cartel  which 
authorized  the  parole  under  which  you  were  released  was  framed  by 
two  parlies,  of  which  your  Government  was  one.  It  represented  you 
in  that  act  and  it  alone  has  the  power  to  construe  for  you  its  meaning 
and  intention.  It  has  construed  it  so  far  as  to  declare  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  language  or  purpose  of  the  parole  authorized  by  it  to 
deprive  either  Government  of  the  right  to  assemble  its  paroled  prison- 
ers in  camps  for  organization  and  discipline,  to  be  held  there  subject  to 
orders  for  active  field  duty  as  soon  as  exchanged.  The  idea,  therefore, 
which  obtains — however  honestly  or  conscientiously — that  you  are  free 
from  all  military  control,  so  long  as  you  are  not  exchanged,  is  fiillacious 
and  not  sustained  by  the  decision  of  your  Government.  Your  duty, 
then,  is  plain.  It  is  to  return  to  your  colors,  where  honor  and  patriot- 
ism alike  call  you,  and  where  our  present  military  situation  and  the 
hope  of  an  early  excliange  makes  your  presence  necessary. 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenunt-Genenil. 

Special  Orders,  (  Hdijrs.  Department  of  Henrico, 

No.  .jOO.  i  Iiichi)io)ul,  Niiveiiiber  MO,  i.sv;.>. 

•  *•»»** 

V.  Capt.  C.  M.  Selph,  C.  S.  Army,  will  report  to  Capt.  T.  P.  Turner 
to  take  charge  of  receiving  and  distributing  the  clothing  and  rations 
sent  from  the  United  States  to  the  Federal  prisoners. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder: 

J.  W.  PEG i; AM. 
Ati,si,'itiiiU  Adjutan t- General. 


Special  Orders,  >  Hdi.irs.  Departitent  of  Henrico, 

No.  309.  (  Kichmond,  Xoremher  20,  isiSS. 

II.  ('apt.  D.  D.  Munro,  Goni])any  H,  Second  Pegiment  North  Caro- 
lina N'oliinteers,  will  report  to  (Japt.  T.  P.  Turner,  commanding  Libby 
Prison,  for  assignment  to  duty  with  Cajitain  Selph. 
By  order  of  IJrig.  Gen.  John  U.  Winder: 

.1.  W.  PEG  RAM, 
A  .IS  i. stun  f  AiljutantGciural. 


Headquarters  Fort  McIIenry,  Md.,  Xonmhrr  -Jl,  isiiM. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  GDmmlsmirn-Geiu'ntl  of  I'risonera  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  y(Hi  that  the  surgeons  and 
assistant  surgeons  of  the  rebel  army  li/ft  this  atternoou  in  the  steamer 
Swan,  a  boat  specially  sent  for  the  pur[)ose.  They  were  sent  as  soon  as 
transportation  was  given  us.  Tliere  were  IHO.  I  gave  them  notice  the 
(lay  before  of  the  principle  whi(;h  sliouid  govern  the  amount  of  personal 
elfects  they  were  to  take  with  them,  as  I  knew  that  ihiring  the  long  resi- 
dence of  most  of  them  in  our  lines  considerable  accumulations  had 
been  made.  They  were  allowed  to  take  everything  they  possessed  when 
captured. and  a  full  suit,coni[)os('(l  either  of  what  they  owned  originally 
or  had  replaced  by  gift  or  purchase.     Even  thus  restricted,  they  were 


544  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

richer  in  the  aggregate  by  far  than  when  they  entered  the  lines.  The 
examination  was  conducted  courteously;  the  rule  was  forbearingly 
applied,  and  tlieir  own  statements  on  honor  taken  as  to  what  they  had 
wlien  captured.  All  other  articles,  extra  suits,  portmanteaus,  carpet- 
bags, letters,  money,  needles,  medicines,  &c.,  were  taken  from  them. 
Only  a  crazy  head  or  corrupt  heart  could  confouud  these  lawful  pro- 
ceedings with  a  refusal  to  admit  food  to  starving  prisoners;  but  several 
hints  were  thrown  out  in  such  a  way  as  to  induce  me  to  send  everything 
taken  from  the  party  on  the  boat  with  them  in  charge  of  an  officer.  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  General  Meredith  explaining  what  I  had  done,  on  the 
ground  that  in  these  times  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  to  prisoners  it 
might  be  wise  for  the  Government  to  bear  and  forbear  much,  and  that 
I  sent  the  articles  witli  the  prisoners  in  case  he  might  think  it  policic 
(certainly  not  Just)  to  restore  them.  All  moneys  which  had  been 
received  for  the  prisoners  during  their  stay,  or  had  been  transferred  by 
them  to  us,  or  delivered  up  to  the  provost-marshal  under  your  circular, 
were  sent  to  General  Meredith,  with  statements  in  regard  to  them. 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

P.  A.  PORTER, 

Colonel  EUjlith  New  York  Vol.  Artillery,  Comd(j.  Fort  McHenry. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Eiclimond,   \'a.,  Xovember  21.  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ^Meredith,  A(jent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  to  you  Major  Carrington's  report  upon  the 
condition  of  the  prisons  in  this  city,  two  abstracts  of  provisions  issued 
for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1803,  and  Surgeon  Wilkins' 
report  on  the  jjrison  hospitals.  I  hope  the  evidence  furnished  by 
these  papers  will  be  sufticient  to  show  the  utter  falsity  of  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  returned  chaplains.  I  know  Major  Carrington  to  be 
a  gentleman  of  the  highest  honor  and  veracity.  1  am  contident  that 
every  statement  in  each  of  these  papers  is  strictly  true. 
Resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  ser\  ant, 

RO.  OULD, 
A<jent  of  Exchaiuje. 

':■...  Enclosure  Xo.  1.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Kictimond,  Va.,  Xovember  18,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  II.  Winder: 

Sir  :  1  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  you  on  the  16th  instant,  I  have  i)roceedetl  to  inspect  the  military 
prisons  in  this  city  occupied  by  prisoners  of  war. 
On  the  17th  instant  there  were — 

In  Libliy  Prison  building,  ;iH  coininis-^ioiuMl  olliieis 1.  O-t-l 

In  Crew's  Prison Vi'A 

In  I^'nilierton'3  Prisun 1.  115 

In  Smith's  Prison 9-8 

In  Scott's  Prison 1,  W2 

In  eucaniiinie4it.  on  Bille  Isle 6,  300 

In  hospital 72(j 

Total 11.1350 

In  the  Libby  Prison  there  are  eight  large  rooms  occupied  by  the  pris- 
oners, of  which  one  is  used  us  a  hos[)ital.  These  rooms  are  103  by  -tl! 
feet.  There  is  a  water-closet  on  each  floor.  There  is  an  ample  snp[)ly 
of  water  on  each  tloor,  and  thcie  is  also  facility  aflbrded  for  bathing. 
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of  which  each  prisoner  can  avail  himself  at  will.  The  prison  is  thor- 
oughly policed  daily  and  is  in  a  cleanly  condition.  The  officers  are 
allowed  to  purchase  such  articles  as  they  wish,  not  prohibited  by  the 
rules  of  the  prison,  and  a  competent  person  is  employed  whose  sole 
business  it  is  to  make  these  purchases. 

The  other  buildings,  used  as  prisons  for  the  privates,  are  comfort- 
able, are  policed  thoroughly  each  day,  and  are  iu  a  cleanly  condition. 
Scott's  Prison  and  Pemberton's  Prison  are  at  present  crowded  some- 
what beyond  their  capacity  for  health  and  comfort,  if  the  number  now 
confined  in  them  were  kept  any  considerable  length  of  time.  This 
evil  is  temporary,  arrangements  having  been  made  to  remove  a  por- 
tion of  these  prisoners  to  quarters  now  in  course  of  preparation.  The 
men  are  generally  comfortably  clad.  I  observed  some  few  of  the  pri- 
vates who  were  sutteriiig  for  clothing.  The  supply  of  clothing  and 
blankets  sent  for  them  from  the  United  States  is  now  being  distrib- 
uted by  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  selected  from  the  prisoners.  The 
encampment  at  Belle  Isle  contains  6,.j00  prisoners,  all  privates  and 
non-commissioned  offi(;ers,  who  are  quartered  in  tents.  The  tents  are 
pitched  on  an  island,  upon  a  dry  knoll,  from  which  the  surface  water  is 
thoroughly  drained.  The  contiguity  of  the  river  renders  the  police  of 
the  camp  easy.  There  is  an  abundance  of  excellent  water,  afforded  by 
eight  wells  within  the  encampment.  The  camp  is  thoroughly  policed 
daily.  I  observed  that  some  of  the  tents  were  dilapidatedby  weather 
and  some  injured  by  carelessness  iu  building  tires.  A  supply  of  tents 
has  been  sent  to  the  island  to  supply  these  deficiencies. 

I  return  n.  report  made  by  Surgeon  Wilkins  on  the  condition  of  the 
hosi)itals  occu|iied  by  the  prisoners.  The  buildings  occupied  are  com- 
fortable and  well  furnished,  the  supplies  are  ample,  the  attendance  fully 
equal  to  the  wants  of  the  patients,  and  my  inspection  fully  confirms  the 
report  of  Surgeon  Wilkins. 

I  tile  a  copy  of  abstract  of  provisions  furnished  prisoners  of  war  in 
this  city  for  the  quarter  ending  Seiitember  oO,  18(33.  The  average  num- 
ber of  prisoners  during  this  quarter  was  4,9o3.  The  abstract  shows 
the  actual  amount  of  provisions  issued.  In  addition  to  this  an  addi- 
tional amount  was  issued  as  -'extra  provision''  to  the  hospitals,  an 
abstract  of  wiiich  is  also  tiled.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  abstracts 
that  the  prisoners  received  during  this  quarter  within  a  small  fraction 
of  the  army  ration.  If  the  extra  issue  be  included,  the  amount  is  fully 
made  up.  rpon  full  in(|uiry  and  examination  not  only  of  the  otticers 
iu  charge,  but  of  the  subordinates,  I  learn  that  during  the  present  quar- 
ter there  have  been  issued  full  rations  of  all  the  articles  mentioned  in 
the  abstract,  excepting  meat.  Owing  to  the  lai  ge  number  of  prisoners 
suddenly  consigned  to  their  care  without  notice,  the  officers  have  not 
always  been  able  to  provide  a  full  ration  of  meat.  The  deficiency  lias 
never  existed  but  for  a  short  time,  and  whenever  it  did  exist  it  was 
remedied  as  far  as  possible  by  extra  issue  of  other  articles. 

The  ration  now  being  issued  consists  of  one  pound  of  bread,  half 
pound  of  meat,  half  pound  of  potatoes,  rice  or  beans,  vinegar,  soap,  and 
salt,  according  to  the  regulations.  The  bread  is  baked  at  bakeries  and 
weighed  to  the  commissaries  of  each  prison.  I  ins[)ected  the  bakeries 
and  found  them  well  conducted.  The  meats  and  other  articles  are 
cooked  at  the  prisons.  The  provisions  are  weighed  and  measured  to 
messes  of  100  men  each,  and  are  delivered  to  one  of  their  own  number 
selected  to  receive  and  distribute  it. 

I  inspected  the  kitchens  and  found  the  arrangements  for  cgoking 
good  and  in  good  order:  care  is  taken  to  lose  nothing  fiom  the  rations, 
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aiul  once  each  day  each  prisoner  haa  soup,  made  from  the  water  in  which 
the  meat  is  boiled,  with  the  addition  of  rice  and  benus. 

I  doubt  not  but  what  there  :ire  cases  of  individual  hardship  and  suf- 
fering; they  are  unavoidable  in  the  management  of  such  a  number  of 
men;  they  may  proieed  from  accident,  from  the  abuse  of  authority  of 
a  subordinate  officer,  from  the  neglect  of  the  prisoner  himself,  or  from 
the  cruelty  of  his  fellow  prisoners. 

On  the  day  I  made  this  inspection  a  prisoner  complained  to  the  ofiftcer 
in  charge  that  he  had  had  notliing  to  eat  since  the  day  before,  and  that 
he  was  starving.  On  iuveatigatiou  it  appeared  that  the  sergeant  who 
was  intrusted  with  the  distribution  to  his  mess,  and  who  was  also  a 
prisoner,  had  refused  to  give  him  his  ration.  In  another  case,  one  of 
the  prisoners  was  found  badly  beaten  and  robbed  of  his  clothing  by 
some  of  his  fellow-prisoners.  Some  among  tliein  are  in  a  veiy  tilthy 
and  disgusting  condition,  simply  because  they  will  not  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunities  for  cleanliness  accessible  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ISAAC   H.  OAKRINGTON, 

Major  and  Commissioner. 


Aislract  of  extra  provisions  issued  to  C.  S.  military  prison  hospital  and  bakery  for  the 
ijiiarter  endinrj  September  30, 1S63,  by  J.  Warner,  captain  and  assistant  ijaartermaster. 
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Abatract  of  extra  provisions  issued  to  C.  S.  military  prison  hospital,  eic— Continued. 


5  i  a 


Hospital . 
Bakery  . . 
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Total  . 


•JISJ    IM      253 


121  I     45 


12  I 


483i    4633  1,  160 


Approved; 


aDnzcn.  6  round, 

rrtifv  that  the  above  iib^tract  is  Cdrreot. 

J.   WAKXER, 
Captiiiu  and  J,s.fi.s/((H<  Qiiartermu.iler. 

JNO.  H.   WINDER, 

BiiiiadUr- General. 
[InclosureNo.  3.] 

Abstract  of  provisions  isined  in  the  ( '.  .S.  mililarij  prison  at  Tlirhmond,  Va.,  hi/ ,/.  Trarm 
captain  and  a.tsislaiit  iiuurtrrmaster,  in  the  quarter  ending  September  :i>,  lSi;.t 

[.ililiy  Prison,  July  1  to  .September  31): 

Rations ir,3.  s 


1.% 

400,  641 

36.  .543 

510,311 


Hfef pouuds.. 

liacon do.... 

Flour do.... 

Beans bushels.. 

Rice pouuds..     19.  mi 

Vine-iar gallons. .  liy.i 

Caudles pounds..       1,  131 

Soap do....       3,729 

Salt  »  bushels..  2S1 

I  quarts.. .  8 

I  certify  that  the  above  alistract  is  correct. 

.1.   WAKNEK, 
Captain  and   .i^.ii.stant   t^hiarterntasttr. 
Approved : 
^^  JNU.   U.  WINDER, 

flri'/adier-treneral. 
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[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

General  Hospital,  No.  21, 

Richmond,  Va.,  Xovember  17,  lSfi3. 
Maj.  Isaac  H.  Carrington: 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  M 
lowing  report  of  the  C.  S.  prisou  hospitals  uuder  my  charge  in  this  city. 
At  present  they  are  three  in  number,  exclusive  of  one  ward  in  the  Libby 
Prison  building,  which  is  used  as  an  '-ofBce  hospital."  They  are  large 
and  well  ventilated,  and  until  recently  have  been  used  as  Confederate 
hospitals.  The  largest  of  them  was  turned  over  to  me  with  all  its 
appointments  and  eliects,  and  the  Confederate  patients  sent  to  another 
hospital.  The  supply  of  beds,  bedding,  and  medicines  is  drawn  from 
the  medical  purveyor,  and  no  discrimination  is  made  between  the  Con- 
federate sick  and  wounded  and  those  of  the  enemy.  My  instructions 
from  the  medical  department  have  invariably  been  to  treat  the  prison- 
ers with  kindness.  They  have  repeatedly  expressed  their  surprise  and 
gratitude  for  the  kind  treatment  they  have  received  from  every  one 
connected  with  the  hospitals,  which  was  entirely  at  variance  with  their 
preconceived  ideas  of  the  treatment  they  might  expect.  The  medical 
purveyor  furnishes  me  with  an  abundance  of  medicines  and  instruments 
of  the  tinest  quality,  also  with  bedding  and  all  other  articles  necessary 
for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  including  tea  and  spirits.  Federal  surgeons 
who  have  visited  our  dispensary  have  exjire-ssed  their  surprise  at  the  tine 
quality  and  abundance  of  medicines  and  instruments,  which  in  spite  of 
the  rigorous  blockade,  the  Confederate  Government  is  able  to  furnish 
to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  that  Government  which  has  endeavored  so 
strenuously  to  deprive  us  of  a  supply  for  even  our  own  men.  I  am 
assisted  in  the  discliarge  of  my  duties  by  a  medical  corps  of  fourteen 
assistant  surgeons,  who  are  skilled  in  their  profession  and  attentive  to 
every  want  of  the  sick  confided  to  their  care. 

The  ration  issued  to  tlie  hospital  has  been,  until  the  last  few  days, 
one  pound  of  fresh  beef  and  eighteen  ounces  of  wheat  bread  daily  to 
each  patient,  taking  my  morning  report  as  a  guide  as  to  the  number. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  Ca[)t.  J.  Warner,  acting  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, C.  8.  prison,  furnishes  nie  in  bulk,  to  be  used  at  discretion,  sugar, 
rice,  vinegar,  salt,  dour,  meal,  sweet  potatoes,  and  pease.  The  ration 
is  frequently  in  excess  and  is  almost  invariably  of  good  quality.  The 
beef  furnished  is  always  the  hind  quarter,  as  is  usually  furnished  to  the 
Confederate  hospitals.  In  addition  to  the  above  articles,  I  am  author- 
ized to  purchase  any  delicacies  that  may  be  required  for  special  cases. 
I  frequently  make  purchases  of  chickens,  eggs,  i.S:c.  On  the  -ith  of 
Xovember  there  were  in  hospitals  Goii  patients;  on  the  5th,  1C>().  On  the 
Itli  the  hospital  steward  purchased  -S^S  in  cabbages,  -SltJ  in  potatoes,*!) 
in  onions.  On  the  -Jtli  he  purchased  SS  in  cabbages,  %1  in  onions,  •'f'5 
in  eggs,  and  ■■J-jO  in  rye,  a  substitute  tor  coffee.  Four  gallons  of  milk 
are  purchased  daily  for  the  use  of  the  sirk. 

The  vej^etables  purchased  on  the  4tii  and  5th  are  purchased  daily  to 
season  the  soap,  which  is  of  excellent  (piality  and  well  adapted  to  the 
use  (if  the  patients. 

Nothing  demonstrates  more  cleai'ly  the  good  treatment  which  they 
receive  in  hospital  than  the  rapidity  with  which  they  recover  from 
serious  diseases  and  iDjuries  and  the  small  percentage  of  deaths. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  WILKIXS, 
iStoyeori  Libby  Prison  Post. 
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Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department 

Richmond,  F«.,  Xovember  31,  '186.3. 
Brig.  Gea.  S.  A.  Meredith,  A[/ent,  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  received  tiie  letter  of  General  Hitchcock  relating  to  the 
memoraudum  of  paroles  which  I  forwarded  to  you.* 

General  Hitchcock  seems  to  have  misapprehended  my  purpose  some- 
what in  sending  you  that  memorandum.  You  requested  a  list  of  the 
l)aroles  which  I  claimed,  and  the  paper  which  I  sent  to  you  was  only 
intended  to  be  understood  as  a  memoraudum  in  the  way  of  notice  to 
you.  I  did  not  expect  you  to  agree  to  recognize  the  paroles  therein 
referred  to  in  such  a  general  way  upon  the  mere  presentation  of  the 
paper. 

The  evidence  which  supports  that  memorandum  of  paroles  is  on  file 
in  my  office. 

If  wc  could  only  have  agreed  upon  the  principle  by  which  they  should 
be  computed  and  adjusted,  all  the  rest  would  have  been  easy  work.  I 
would  have  presented  the  paroles  themselves  or  authenticated  lists  of 
them.  The  fact  that  they  were  given,  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  given,  the  parties  giving  them,  would  all  a[>pea.r  upon  the 
face  of  the  papers  in  profjer  form. 

As  General  Hitchcock  seems  to  indicate  a  willingness  to  reopen  this 
matter,  I  will  state  for  his  benettt,  frankly,  the  principles  by  which  I 
propose  to  be  governed. 

First.  I  will  not  claim  the  paroles  of  citizens.  All  the  paroles  which 
I  will  produce  will  be  those  of  Federal  soldiers  in  actual  service  at  the 
time  of  capture. 

Second.  I  will  show  the  particular  locality  where  the  parties  were 
captured,  the  command  to  which  they  beloutied,  the  command  which 
captured  them,  and  the  precise  date  of  each  transaction. 

Third.  I  will  accompany  the  presentation  with  such  full  and  par- 
ticular evidence  as  will  enable  you  to  verify  the  truth  of  the  case  by 
your  own  records  and  the  statements  of  your  own  otHeers  and  soldiers. 

Fourth.  More  than  thirty  of  the  forty-four  items  in  my  memorandum 
are  cases  of  captures  made  previous  to  the  liiM  of  May,  1S<!3.  It  has 
never  at  any  time  been  alleged  that  I  had  any  notice  before  that  time 
that  paroling  upon  the  battle-held  was  not  to  "be  permitted.  The  Fed- 
eral authorities  iiavc  charged  against  me  paroles  taken  upcm  the  battle- 
field up  to  that  date,  and  have  received  credit  for  them.  I  would  have 
received  credit  for  these  items  uuiny  months  ago  if  you  had  had 
paroles  or  prisoners  of  ours  to  have  ofisetted  against  them.  I  will 
thank  General  Hitchcock  to  inform  me  upon  what  principle  he  can 
reject  those  thirty  odd  items.  If  he  wants  evidence  that  I  have  allowed 
precisely  similar  paroles  I  will  furnish  it. 

Fifth.  As  to  such  of  the  paroles  as  were  given  between  the  L'l'd  of 
.May,  1S(;;3,  and  the  od  of  July  (the  date  of  General  Orders,  Xo.  L'OT),  I 
sliall  contend  tliat  they  shall  be  allowed  under  the  provisions  of  para- 
graph l.;i  of  (ieneral  Orders,  No.  100.  I  will  allow  any  sinalar  paroles 
given  to  you  diinng  the  same  period. 

Sixth.  As  to  all  [)aroles  j;iveu  after  the  .j!d  of  July,  1803,  I  will  allow 
General  Orders,  Xo.  L'07,  to  have  full  force.  Xo  paroles  from  and  after 
that  date  are  to  be  valid,  unless  the  ])aroling  is  in  pursuance  of  the 
agreement  of  the  commanders  of  two  opposing  armies. 

"  Seo  Xuvumbor  li,  p.  471. 
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Seventh.  lu  my  memoraaduiu  the  officers  aud  uoa  couitDissioued  offi- 
cers are  reduced  to  privates.  There  are  but  very  few,  if  any,  commis- 
sioned officers  OQ  the  lists.  They  have  already  been  exchanged  and 
checked  off.  This  is  of  itself  proof  that  your  authorities  have  hereto- 
fore recognized  these  paroles.  The  lists  aud  paroles  will  show  the  grade 
of  all  the  parties. 

Eighth.  I  have  been  greatly  misunderstood  by  General  Hitchcock  if 
he  thinks  I  have  refused  to  be  governed  by  your  general  orders.  Gen- 
eral Hitchcock  says :  "  We  appeal  to  those  orders,  and  intend  to  be  gov- 
erned by  them,  aud  if  the  euemy  would  assume  them,  aud  be  governed 
by  them  also,  all  difdculties  ou  the  subject  of  paroles  would  cease." 

I  have  already  expressed  my  willinguess  to  be  governed  by  your  gen- 
eral orders  "■  on  the  subject  of  paroles."  It  was  my  original  proposition. 
I  adhere  to  it  still.     Let,  then,  '-all  difficulties  cease." 

Ninth.  If  our  present  difficulties  are  to  cease,  let  me,  for  the  sake  of 
future  harmony,  suggest  that  there  be  some  detiuite  meauing  attached 
to  the  phrase  '■commanders  of  two  ojiposiug  armies."  Who  are  such 
commanders  ? 

We  can  readily  understand  that  General  Lee  aud  General  Meade  are 
such.  liut  is  General  Thomas  the  couimauder  of  oue  of  the  opposiug 
armies  at  Chattanooga,  or  is  it  General  Grant?  Was  Geueral  i'ember- 
ton  the  commander  of  an  opposing  army  when  he  was  subject  to  the 
orders  of  General  Johnston,  who  was  iu  his  immediate  neighborhood? 
Was  Geueral  (rardner  the  commauder  of  an  opposing  army  at  Port 
Hudson  ?  If  so,  is  not  every  one  who  holds  a  separate  command  such  a 
commander?  Does  size  constitute  au  army?  If  a  captain  or  lieutenant 
is  on  detached  service,  is  he  the  commander  of  au  opposing  army,  and 
can  he  be  released  on  parole  by  an  agreement  made  with  the  officer  who 
captured  him,  if  he  also  is  on  detached  service?  I  make  these  inquiries 
of  Geueral  Hitchcock  iu  no  captious  spirit. 

They  do  present  difBculties  to  my  nund,  aud  I  should  like  to  know 
what  is  to  be  considered  as  the  true  interpretation  of  the  phrase.  All 
the  captures  after  the  3d  of  July,  1S63,  which  I  ask  you  to  recoguize, 
were  in  pursuance  of  au  agreement  between  "the  commanders  of  two 
opposing  armies."  I  cannot  see  how  any  difficulty  can  arise  between 
General  Hitchcock  and  myself  after  his  letter,  except  as  to  captures 
between  May  22,  1S63,  and  .luly  3,  1863.  They  are  but  very  few  in 
number. 

I  will  thank  you  to  send  this  letter,  or  a  copy  of  it,  to  General 
Hitchcock. 

Kespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
A{/tiit  of  E.vchuiuje. 


OiiNl'EDERATE    STATES    OF    AMKRICA,   WaE    DEPARTMENT, 

Riclmioiid,  Va.,  yoLX'tiihcr  :J1,  istjo. 
Hou.  James  A.  Seddo^,  Hfcrctanj  of  War: 

Sir:  In  the  matter  of  the  pro[iosed  exchange  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kyle.  Forty-sixth  Alabama,  fur  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty- third  Ohio,  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

I  have  no  doubt  but  tliat  in  an  exclusively  military  point  of  view  we 
would  be  no  losers  by  the  exchange.  In  all  probability  we  would  be 
gainers.  But  there  are  other  (considerations  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  specuil  excliauges  wliich  have  fully  confirmed  me  in  the  belief 
that  a  resort  to  them  is  iiupulitic  in  the  present  couditit)u  of  atiairs. 
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First.  There  is  now  a  great  pressure  upon  the  Lincoln  Government 
from  the  friends  of  certain  officers  in  favor  of  a  .system  of  "•eneral 
exchange.  If  these  officers  are  specially  e.Kchanged  their  friends  cease 
their  efforts,  and  the  pressure  is  diminislied  pro  fnnto.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunter  is  one  of  the  m(^st  prominent  of  this  class.  I  am 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  he  should  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  our 
imprisoned  officers  generally. 

Second.  It  would  establisli  a  precedent  which,  if  not  followed  by  us 
would  produce  dissatisfaction  amongst  our  officers  now  ia  coiitinemeut 
and  their  relatives  and  friends  amougst  us.  The  friends  of  other  offi- 
cers would  immediately  send  in  similar  applications.  If  their  re(iuests 
were  coujplied  with  tlie  end  of  the  matter  would  be  that  all  the  Yankee 
officers  now  in  our  hands  would  be  leleased,  while  more  than  a  thou- 
sand of  ours  would  remain  in  Yankee  prisons  subject  to  any  outrage 
or  oppression  which  the  enemy  might  choose  to  intiict  ui)oa  them.  The 
only  case  of  a  spe^■ial  exchange  lately  arranged  is  tbat  of  General  Kem- 
per for  General  Graham.  That  was  done  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances and  with  your  express  approbation.  It  cannot  fairly  be  used 
as  a  precedent. 

Third.  Another  very  grave  objection  to  special  exchanges  is  found  in 
the  necessity  which  would  be  imposed  upon  us  of  making  selections 
from  our  officers  now  in  confinement.  When  all  or  nearly  ail  have  done 
so  well  those  who  would  be  left  behind  and  their  friends  would  be  very 
ai)t  to  think  they  had  just  grounds  of  complaint.  At  least  a  thousand 
officers  would  Ije  in  that  situation  after  all  the  Y'aukec  officers  had  been 
specially  exchanged. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  which  might  be  named  I  do  not  think 
the  proposed  exchauue  should  be  made. 

Kcspectfully,  &c..  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Uxchuuge. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Xorember  :.'.:.',  lS6o. 
Hon.  E.  ;M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  U'ar,   Wasliimjton: 

Trusten  Polk,  who  is  a  prisoner  at  Sandusky,  is  said  to  be  at  tiie 
jioint  of  death.  His  daughter  asks  permission  to  visit  him.  1  respect- 
fully recomnicud  that  it  be  granted. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 
Major- (i  eneral. 

UiiATTANOOHA,  Xovember  :.':.>,  i^v;;;. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

Is  It  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Ould's  declaration  of  exchange  of  rebel 
prisoners  delivered  at  City  I'oint  -July  -5,  1S(1.:;,  is  unauthorized  .'  That 
we  are  still  to  consider  them  prisoners  of  war  and.  taken  in  arms,  to  try 
them  accoidingly .'  See  your  letter  of  November  0  to  General  Grant, 
with  iuclosure. 

W.  D.  WHIPPLE. 
.  I  .v.s-  Ista  ut  A  ilj  utant-  Genera  I. 


\Vak  Department, 

Washiiifiton  Citij,  Norvinber   'Jo,  l^U-'J — !).i'<  a.  m. 
General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis: 

You  may  allow  Trusten  Polk's  daughter  to  visit  him.     I  shall  also 
order  him  to  be  rekMsed  on   parole.     He  is  reiiorted  to  be  exchanged 
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for  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,    Instructions  will  be  given  to  the 
superintendent  at  iSandusky. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Offioe  Cosoiissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Xovember  23, 1863. 
General  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Ailjutant-General,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.: 
I  am  unable  to  lurnisli  a  classification  of  the  rebel  prisoners  delivered 
at  City  Point  to  July  2o.    Their  exchange,  as  announced  by  Mr.  Ould, 
is  recognized. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  Xovember  23,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  Your  note  forwarding  a  coiiy  of  Mr.  (Juld'.s  letter  of  the  ISth 
instant,  addressed  to  yourself,  as  an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  13th,  has 
been  received.  Mr.  Ould,  I  perceive,  states  that  our  prisoners  in  Rich- 
mond receive  '•  the  same  rations  as  soldiers  in  the  field,"  according  to 
the  "  regulations." 

The  "regulations"  may  be  such  as  Mr.  Ould  states  them  to  be,  but 
that  our  prisoners  receive  the  "rations"  as  stated  is  contradicted  by 
all  the  evidence  that  has  reached  me  outside  of  .Mr.  Quid's  statement, 
and  this  evidence  rests  upon  the  statements  of  eye  witnesses  and  of 
actual  sufferers  under  the  treatment  received  in  Richmond  and  at  Belle 
Isle,  besides  the  testimony  of  facts  disclosed  by  tlie  visible  condition 
of  a  delivery  of  some  ISO  prisoners  made  at  City  Point,  many  of  whom 
died  before  reaching  Fort  Monroe  from  starvation,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  a  competent  medical  officer. 

Upon  the  evidence  above  stated,  the  Secretary  of  War  ordered  sup- 
plies to  be  sent  for  distribution  to  tlie  remaining  prisoners,  and  this 
state  of  things  induced  the  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  proi)osiug  to  receive 
on  parole  the  prisoners,  and  to  hold  them  off  duty  until  exchanged, 
independently  of  all  existing  difficulties  on  tiie  subject  of  exchange. 

Mr.  Ould  declines  this  ofier,  and  projioses  that  if  we  will  send  to  the 
South  the  prisoners  in  our  hands,  they  will  send  ours  to  us,  "  the  excess 
on  one  side  or  the  other  to  be  on  parole." 

Whatever  appearance  of  verbal  fairness  there  may  be  in  this,  the 
conduct  of  ^Ir.  Ould  in  connection  with  recent  declarations  of  exchange 
will  not  permit  us  to  regard  this  proposal  as  made  in  good  faith,  and 
we  cannot  rely  upon  its  being  carried  out  by  the  enemy. 

In  the  first  place,  the  proclamation  of  Mr.  Davis,  and  other  public 
acts  of  those  in  power  in  the  South,  remain  in  full  force,  so  far  as  we 
know,  and  are  actually  being  enforced  in  the  South,  by  which  a  distinc- 
tion is  made  between  classes  of  troops  employed  by  the  United  States, 
and  orticers  serving  with  colored  troops,  if  tal^eu  prisoners,  do  not 
receive,  and  are  not  to  receive  the  treatment  due  to  prisoners  of  war, 
whilst  the  enlisted  men  of  colored  troops  when  taken  prisoners,  it  has 
been  [uiblicly  declared,  shall  be  sold  into  slavery. 

That  this  distinction  is  made  actual,  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war,  we  know  in  some  cases,  and  have  much  reason  to  apprehend  it  in 
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others  which  have  not  been  permitted  to  see  the  light.  We  have  posi- 
tive iutbrmatiou  of  the  fact  that  two  colored  seameu  of  the  U.  S.  marine 
were  captured  near  Charleston,  and  were  not  treated  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Two  free  colored  young  men  with  a  Massachusetts  regiment 
were  captured  near  Galveston  and  publicly  sold  into  slavery. 

In  a  recent  ease  I  made  a  proposal  to  release,  mutually,  all  chaplains, 
and  the  proposal  was  "cheerfully  accepted,"  but  although  we  delivered 
about  or  more  than  twice  the  number  we  received,  tlie  enemy  held 
back  tlie  chaplain  of  a  Massachusetts  colored  regiment,  who  was  con- 
fined and  in  irons  at  Columbia,  S.  C. 

In  addition  to  these  facts,  Mr.  Ould  not  long  since  declared  that  he 
would  proceed  to  make  declarations  of  exchange  whenever  he  consci- 
entiously felt  that  he  had  the  right  so  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
men  into  the  field. 

If  tliis  announcement  means  anything  at  all,  it  means  that  the  usages 
of  war,  and  the  express  provisions  of  the  cartel,  are  subordinate  to  the 
individual  determination  and  purposes  of  Mr.  Ould  on  the  subject  of 
declarations  of  exchange,  and,  as  a  consequence,  we  must  suppose  that 
if  3Ir.  Ould  can  obtain  possession  of  the  "excess"  of  prisoners  now  in 
our  possession,  he  will  "proceed"  to  declare  them  exchanged  and  put 
them  into  the  field,  upon  what  he  might  allege  as  his  sense  of  right. 
When  called  upon  for  an  explanation  he  would  prepare  what  he  might 
call  a  "tabular  statement  of  paroles,''  as  he  recently  did.  made  up  from 
guerrilla  cajitures  of  citizens  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  set  down 
as  cai)tured  at  such  places  as  Kentucky,  as  Tennessee,  as  ^fississippi, 
or  at  such  a  place  as  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  not  in  any  instance 
properly  reporting  to  whom  delivered. 

Mr.  Ould  has  shown  the  latitudinarian  construction  he  puts  upon  his 
powers,  and  the  nature  of  his  sense  of  right,  by  writing  a  letter  on  the 
10th  of  Outober  which  he  has  not  thought  it  necessary  to  communicate 
to  us,  but  which  has  been  published  in  a  Richmond  paper,  by  which  he 
took  upon  himself  the  power  to  declare  that  the  whole  number  of  men 
delivered  by  (leneral  Banks  at  Mobile,  embracing  several  thousand 
men  captured  at  Port  Hudson,  were  under  no  obligation  to  observe 
their  parole. 

Mr.  Ould  has  been  a  mere  agent  under  the  cartel,  and  when  a  ques- 
tion comes  up  as  to  the  imported' the  cartel,  its  meaning,  &c.,  Mr.  Ould 
has  no  power  to  decide  the  ([uestion.  for  that  belongs  to  the  parties  by 
whose  authority  the  cartel  was  made. 

The  cartel  provided  two  places  for  the  delivery  of  prisoners  of  war. 
City  I'oint  and  Vicksburg,  but  it  provided  also  that  when  these  i)laces, 
or  either  of  them,  should  become  unavailable  by  the  exigencies  of  war 
some  other  poiMt  nught  be  agreed  upon.  Vicksburg,  having  fallen  into 
our  hands,  became  unavailable,  as  contemplated  by  the  cartfl,  and 
(leneral  Banks  agreeil  with  the  reiiel  commander  in  the  field  that  (ien- 
eral  Banks  would  deliver  the  Port  Hudson  prisoners  on  parole,  and 
they  were  delivered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Ould  knew  that  those  men  were  unconditionally  in  the  han<ls  of 
General  Banks.  They  had  been  "reduced  to  possession"'  and  had  been 
taken  to  New  (Jrleans.  and  nught  have  been  sent  North  if  General 
Banks  had  pleased. 

Instead  of  sending  them  to  the  North  to  swell  the  number  of  pris- 
oners of  war  in  our  hands  at  the  North,  General  Banks  confided  in  the 
honor  of  a  rebel  commander  and  "agreed"'  to  jiarole  tho.se  men  at 
Mobile,  Vicksburg  being,  by  the  exigencies  of  war,  no  longer  available 
as  a  place  of  delivery. 
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Ill  that  state  of  things  Mr.  Ould  takes  upou  himself  to  decide  that 
the  delivery  at  Mobile  was  iuvalid,  that  place  uot  beiug  named  la  the 
cartel  for  the  delivery  of  prisouers. 

With  a  sense  of  right  so  obtuse  as  this  act  indicates,  it  is  doing  no 
injustice  to  Mr.  Ould  to  say  that  we  cannot  confide  in  any  pledge  he 
would  make  to  carry  out  a  special  agreement,  and  we  must  accordingly 
decline  to  acquiesce  in  any  measure  which  would  throw  into  his  hands 
a  large  body  of  prisoners  of  war  under  parole  to  be  by  him  released 
from  its  obligations  according  to  his  sense  of  right. 

You  will  understand  from  the  above  statement  that  Mr.  Quid's 
decision  touching  the  prisoners  delivered  by  General  Banks  is  not 
recognized  as  justifiable  or  valid,  and  that  we  claim  that  they  are  still 
prisoners  of  war  on  parole. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MaJ.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  JE.vchange  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  28,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded    to    lion.  R.  Ould,  calling   his  attention  to 
contents. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

fSecon'l  indorsement.] 

December  1,  lS()o. 
Protesting  that  the  statement  of  facts  contained  in  this  ]>aper  is 
incorrect,  I  return  it  to  its  author  as   unfit  to   be  either  written  or 
received. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  for  Exchange. 

[Third  indorsement.) 

December  9,  1S63. 
It  would  have  been  more  creditable  to  Mr.  Ould  if  he  had  stated 
wherein  the  facts  are  incorrect.     The  statements  are  correct,  and  they 
are  neither  received  nor  answered  by  Mr.  Ould  because  they  convict 
him  of  improper  conduct. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General,  lOc. 

WAsniNGTON,  Xorember  23,  1863 — /  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  [Meredith: 

Please  send  me  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Ould,  made  in  July,  announc- 
ing the  exchange  of  General  Pembertou  and  other  officers. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Comntissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C.  November  23,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

Comdg.  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Point  Lookout,  Md.: 
<tENERAl  :  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  have  respectfully 
to  request  that  hereafter  prisoner-^  of  war  mny  be  iiermitted  to  receive 
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clothing-  or  otber  articles  ouly  from  members  of  their  immediate  family. 
Contributions  by  disloyal  friends  or  sympathizers  for  the  general  benefit 
of  prisoners  must  not  be  received.  My  letter  of  the  3d  of  August  limits 
the  quantity  and  kind  of  clothing,  and  other  articles  must  be  confined 
to  such  as  can  be  allowed  without  detriment  to  the  service,  and  which 
cannot  be  considered  as  luxuries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Iii/untnj  nnd  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  \'a.,  November  :SJ,  1^63. 
Capt.  James  E.  Curell, 

Assistant  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  you  will  find  Exchange  Notices  Nos.  (5  and 
7*  which  will  inform  you  who  have  been  exchanged  and  who  are  not 
exchanged.  I  also  inclose  my  recent  correspoudeucj  with  the  Federal 
agent  of  exchange,  which  will  serve  to  show  the  views  entertained  by 
the  Confederate  authorities  upon  certain  questions  which  have  occa- 
sioned (litHculty  between  the  Confederate  and  Federal  commanders 
westof  the  Mississippi.  I  desire  that  you  should  proceed  without  unnec- 
essary delay  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  confer  with  LieuteuantColonel 
Szymanski.  to  whom  I  have  delivered  certain  written  instructions.  By 
perusing  those  instructions  you  will  see  how  far  they  have  been  neces- 
sarily niddified  by  tlie  correspondence  and  Exchange  Notices  Nos.  0  and 
7.  The  Confederate  authorities  expect  General  Kirby  Smith  to  act  in 
reference  to  the  difficulty  between  Major-General  Taylor  and  Major- 
General  Banks  as  he  thinks  honor  and  propriety  dictate.  General  Smith 
will  see  from  my  correspondence  the  position  I  have  taken  on  this  side. 
If  General  Smith  prefers  that  I  should  take  action  here  in  reference  to 
those  difficulties  I  will  do  so  if  he  will  forward  to  me  authenticated  lists 
of  the  Federal  prisoners  who  have  been  released  on  parole  within  his 
department,  slating  in  those  lists  when  and  where  the  parties  were 
captured,  by  whom  captured,  and  when  and  where  paroled,  and  whether 
they  were  allowed  alter  ])arole  to  go  to  their  own  lines.  Wiiatever  dis- 
position was  made  of  them  after  i)aroIe  should  he  stated  on  the  face  of 
the  pajH-rs.     The  Federals  parole  men  without  releasing  them. 

You  will  please  inform  Generals  Smith  and  Taylor  that  I  have  received 
and  read  the  correspondence  between  the  latter  and  General  liauks. 
If  I  receive  authenticated  lists  of  the  paroles  given  by  the  Federals 
west  of  the  Mississippi  I  will  act  upon  them  and  discharge  a  like  num- 
ber of  our  Vicksburg  prisoners,  unless  I  hear  in  the  meantime  that  the 
same  thing  has  been  done  by  General  Smith  and  General  Taylor. 

You  will  ])lease  inform  Lieutenant-Colonel  Watts  that  I  have  no  desire 
that  he  shall  remain  in  Mobile;  I  would  prefer  that  he  should  reside  at  a 
point  as  near  as  possible  to  Vickslnirg. 

I  have  recently  received  from  General  Forney  the  lists  of  the  Vicks- 
burg paroled  men  who  have  reported  at  Enterprise.  I  have  also  re- 
ceived lists  of  some  prisoners  who  have  reported  at  Marietta.  The  lat- 
ter belong  to  the  artillery.  In  a  very  few  days  I  will  declare  these 
exchanged.  It  is  not  iin|>ossible  that  general  exchanges  will  soon  be 
resumed.  There  are  some  indications  in  that  direction.  Cntil.  how- 
ever, general  exchanges  are  resumed  all  the  i)risoners  now  in  our  cus- 
tody should  be  held  and  not  delivered  at  any  point.     It  is  expected  that 
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the  assistant  commissioner  of  exchange  will  aid  in  every  way  in  bring- 
ing in  paroled  and  exchanged  men  within  the  parole  camps,  and  in 
the  event  thatexchanges  are  resumed  and  parties  released  on  parole  that 
they  should  communicate  such  instructions  and  such  forms  as  will  make 
the  Usts  effective. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchun</e. 


WASHiNdTOX  City,  D.  C,  N'orembi'r  24,  18(iS. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  read  the  communication  of  Major-f reneral  Butler  of  the 
ISth  instant,  addressed  to  the  War  Department,  ou  the  subject  of  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  beg  to  remark  (hat  tlie  proposition  of  Mr. 
Ould  has  not  been,  as  (;eneral  Butler  seems  to  suppose,  to  exchange 
man  for  man  and  grade  for  graile.  leaving  in  the  hands  of  one  or  the 
other  party  any  excess  there  miglit  be,  still  prisoners  of  war;  but  his 
proposition  is  to  deliver  all  on  both  sides,  the  excess  to  be  on  parole, 
who  would  thus  be  withiu  the  lines  and  at  the  disposal  of  the  enemy. 

More  tliau  two  months  ago  I  handed  a  written  suggestion  to  the 
General-in-Chief  by  whom  it  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  wit,  to  exchange  prisoners  mutually,  as  tar  as  tbe  enemy  would 
exchange  man  for  man  or  grade  for  grade,  it  being  my  design  to  hold 
the  excess,  to  be  used,  as  General  Butler  suggests,  to  force  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  such  officers  and  men  as  they  might  retain  on  the 
plea  that  they  were  captured  with  colored  troops. 

That  proposal  was  negatived  on  the  grouud  that  such  .an  exchange 
would  be  a  virtual  aeqiiiescence  in  the  publicly  declared  purpose  of  the 
enemy  not  to  treat  colored  troops,  wheu  captured,  as  prisoners  of  war. 
This  declaration  exists  in  the  published  proclamatiou  of  Mr.  Davis, 
and  iu  an  act  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Congress,  while  their  news- 
papers, from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  have  rung  out  the 
declaration  iu  every  form,  that  they  will  never  ;igree  to  treat  colored 
troops  as  prisoners  of  war,  asseverating,  in  the  strongest  language, 
that  it  would  be  a  complete  surrender  ot  all  they  are  lighting  for  in  the 
South.  ^Ir.  Quid's  offer  to  exchange  all  [irisouers  ou  both  sides,  the 
excess  to  be  held  on  parole,  is  positively  deceptive  and  delusive,  and 
had  for  its  purpose,  as  1  am  bound  to  say,  to  get  into  the  jiower  of  the 
South  the  excess  of  prisoners  now  in  our  hands,  iu  order  to  set  them 
free  from  their  parole  by  an  offset,  not  of  prisoners  captured  with 
colored  troops,  who  «e  have  every  reason  to  believe  would  not  be 
exchanged,  but  by  parading  a  long  schedule  of  alleged  captures  iu  the 
\Vest  and  South  by  guerrilla  pai  ties,  ranging  over  portions  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  .Mississippi,  Missouri.  'I'exas,  ^;c.,  where  non-combatants 
have  been  swooped  in  by  whole  \illages,  and  i)ut  under  some  form  of 
oath  not  to  take  arms,  and  this  class  of  men,  not  soldiers  captured  on 
the  field  of  battle,  :Mr.  Ould  wislics  to  u.se  as  against  the  captured 
troops  in  our  possession,  who  ha\e  been  talceu  on  bloody  battle-fields. 

This  is  what  Mr.  Ould  has  already  done  tor  the  purpose  of  putting 
into  the  field  the  troops  captnied  by  (ieueral  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  and 
who  were  unfortunately  paroled  in  the  South. 

But  this  is  not  the  main  point.  ^Ve  have  positive  evidence  that  Mr. 
Ould,  or  the  authorities  in  the  South,  do  not  intend  to  deliver  up 
colored  troops,  or  officers  captured  with  that  class  of  troops. 
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Ouly  a  few  weeks  since  I  proposed  a  mutual  exchange  of  all  chaplains 
held  on  either  side,  we  having  two  for  one  against  those  held  in  the 
South.  Mr.  Ould  professed  to  accept  the  proposition  "cheerfully,"  as 
he  expressed  it  in  his  note.  We  sent  all  we  had  in  good  faith ;  but  now 
I  have  indubitable  evidence  that  a  chaplain  of  a  Massachusetts  colored 
regiment,  capturetl  near  Charleston,  has  been  withheld,  and  is  now  in 
heavy  irons  at  Columbia,  in  South  Carolina. 

We  know  also  that  two  colored  marines  are  in  irons  in  a  Charleston 
prison,  and  have  been  for  months,  if  they  have  not  been  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war.  I  have  just  received  what  pur- 
ports to  be  the  proceedings  of  a  Virginia  State  court,  by  which  two 
Union  men,  whom  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  officers  of  colored  troops, 
have  been  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  on  the  allegation  of  negro 
stealing;  and  the  (ioveruor  of  Virginia  has  indorsed,  on  my  demand 
for  their  history,  his  declaration  that  they  sliall  remain  in  the  peniten- 
tiary while  lie  remains  (xovernor  of  Virginia.  We  know  also  that  two 
free  colored  lads  were  taken  prisoners,  belonging  to  a  colored  regiment, 
near  Galveston,  and  were  publicly  sold  into  slavery. 

By  the  force  of  public  edicts  in  the  South,  captured  colored  troops 
are  delivered  over  to  State  authorities,  to  be  disposed  of  under  State 
laws;  and  when  Mr.  Ould  is  called  upon  to  give  some  account  of  that 
class  of  captured  troops,  he  answers,  as  Le  did  verbally,  recently,  to 
General  Meredith,  that  he  had  no  troops  of  that  class  in  his  possession. 
It  is  most  likely,  because,  if  sufferecl  to  live,  they  are  in  Southern 
penitentiaries. 

It  is  undeniable  that,  if  Mr.  Ould's  seemingly  fair  verbal  proposition 
for  a  general  exchange  takes  place,  we  shall  lose  all  the  advantages  we 
now  possess,  and  shall  gain  nothing  toward  tiie  point  of  eomix-lliiig 
the  enemy  either  to  surrender  the  colored  troops  now  in  his  hands,  or 
pledge  himself  to  their  proper  treatment  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  -Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Office  CojnnssARY-GENERAL  of  Prishners, 

Washiuijton,  l>.  (J.,  Norember  l'4,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  McPher.son, 

ConniKinding,  d'c,  Vickshurg,  ^[iss.: 
General  :  Mr.  Ould,  Confederate  agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
complains  that  on  the  application  of  his  assistant,  Lieut.  Col.  X.  G. 
Watts,  for  the  delivi-ry  of  the  prisoners  who  were  captured  at  Vicks- 
burg,  and  who  are  still  in  that  city,  he  was  informed  l»y  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Strong,  chief  of  your  staff,  that  they  have  been  ordered  >«'orth. 
1  have  replied  that  those  who  refused  to  be  sent  back  to  the  rebel  army 
<in  parole  had  been  sent  North,  but  that  any  others  remaining  in  our 
hands  who  desired  to  lie  released  on  parole  would  be  inimeiliately 
delivered  to  any  Confederate  officers  ni)pointed  to  receive  them.  This 
is  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  tlie  surrender,  I  belie\e,  and 
I  have  respectfully  to  re(iuest  you  will  give  such  orders  as  may  be 
necessary  in  the  case. 

Very  respectfuUv.  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.   UOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-Gincral  of  Prisoners. 
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Headquaetees  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  November  24,  18S3. 
Capt.  W.  S.  Wi>[DER,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain  :  Tlie  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  prison  for  the  Federal 
prisoners  shall  be  established  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  general 
commanding  the  department  directs  that  you  proceed  without  delay  to 
select  a  site  for  that  purpose  in  the  neighborhood  of  Americus  or  Valley 
Ford.  You  will  go  by  way  of  Milledgeville  to  consult  Governor  Brown, 
and  also  by  way  of  Athinta  to  consult  General  Cobb. 

You  will  hold  yourself  iu  readiness  to  return  to  these  headquarters 
as  soon  as  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  PEGEAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Paroled  and  Exchanged  Pris., 

No.  3.  )  Enterprise,  Miss.,  Xovewher  24,  1863. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  John  H.  Forney,  will  assume  immediate  command  of  all 
paroled  and  exchanged  troops  at  Enterprise. 

#  *  *  #  #  *  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk  : 

[T.  M.  JACK,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Paroled  and  Exchanged  Prisoners, 

Enterprise,  November  24,  1863. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

In  pursuance  of  my  dispatch  to  you  stating  that  I  found  Enterprise 
to  be  the  best  place  at  which  to  assemble  the  Port  Hudson  prisoners, 
I  luive  announced  it  as  the  rendezvous  for  them.  Since  assuming  com- 
mand I  find  some  (luestious  disturbing  the  men,  which  I  have  in  part 
settled  myself,  but  on  which  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  direct 
expression  of  the  opinion  and  decision  of  the  Department. 

First.  As  to  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  the  terms  of  the  paroles. 
It  is  contended  by  many  of  them  that  they  are  forbidden  by  that  instru- 
ment from  assembling  in  military  camps  at  all,  or  performing  any  mili- 
tary duty  whatever,  and  holding  that  construction  they  refuse  to  come 
into  camp  or  attempt  to  leave  at  their  pleasure.  This  impression  has 
kept,  and  still  keeps,  a  large  number  away  from  their  commands,  and 
1  have  reason  to  believe  many  of  them  are  honest  and  conscientious  in 
the  stand  taken.  I  have  taken  ground  against  this  and  have  endeavored 
to  show  its  absurdity,  but  an  authoritative  expression  of  its  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  War  Dei)artment  would,  I  think,  have  a  more  salu- 
tary effect.  I  therefore  respectfully  ask  this.  Many  of  tliese  prisoners 
are  plain,  unlettered  men,  and  they  require  to  be  dealt  with  forbear- 
iugly. 

Second.  While  there  are  men  who  hold  they  may  be  required  to  come 
into  camp,  they  yet  scruple  as  to  ■•  taking  up  arms  again"  or  '-serving 
as  a  military  police"  (Vide,  art.  4,  Cartel),  even  though  they  are 
required  to  guard  only  their  own  stores  and  camps.  Instructions  from 
the  Department  upon  this  point  are  requested. 
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I  find  also  that  a  large  namber  of  the  prisoners  of  both  Port  Hudson 
and  Vicksburg  have  gone  to  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi  River.  I 
desire  instructions  as  to  these.  Are  they  to  be  recovered  and  brought 
back  to  this  side,  or  are  they  to  be  organized  on  that  side  and  turned 
over  to  the  military  commander  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department? 
There  seems  to  be  a  want  of  clearness  of  understanding  among  the 
troops  and  officers  on  this  point.  If  an  effort  is  to  be  made  to  recover 
these  men  and  bring  them  back  to  this  side,  then  a  settled  plan  should 
be  adopted  to  accomplish  this,  and  a  general  officer  should  be  sent  over 
witli  full  authority  in  the  premises  to  effect  it,  and  he  should  be  accom- 
panied by  as  many  subordinates  as  necessary  to  assist  him.  Indeed, 
such  an  officer  should  be  put  in  charge  of  them  in  any  event,  whether 
they  are  to  be  brought  over  here  or  allowed  to  report  over  there. 

I  desire  to  know  also  whether  there  are  arms  and  accouterments  to 
be  hud  and  where  to  arm  the  men  now  in  camp  and  coming? 

It  seems  that  certain  lists  of  these  prisoners  which  were  taken  in 
Vicksburg  at  the  capture  have  been  lost,  and  I  find  on  tile  no  means  of 
knowing  how  many  there  were  captured  nor  any  descriptive  lists  of  the 
persons  captured.  These  are  indispensable  to  an  intelligent  execution 
of  the  work  with  which  I  am  intrusted.  May  I  ask  if  there  are  such 
lists  in  the  Department  and  for  copies  of  them  if  there  be?  If  these 
lists  are  not  in  the  Department  could  they  not  be  had  by  application  to 
the  commissioner  of  exchange  of  the  Federal  Government?  We  have 
the  means  of  verifying  what  they  would  send. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Litutena7it-  G  cii  eral . 


Special  Orders,  }  Hd^rs.  Department  of  Henrico, 

X(».  L'82.  \  Richmond,  Xorember  :.'!,  I'yijo. 

III.  Capt.  T.  P.Turner,  commanding  C.  S.  military  prisons,  will  send 
by  tlag-ot-truce  steamer  Schultz,  for  conveyaMce  to  City  Point  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.  to-day,  all  the  Federal  surgeons  now  in  your  [hisj  custody. 
Furnish  duplicate  rolls  of  these  officers. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder: 

W.  S.  WINDEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Alexandria,  La.,  Xoveviber  31,  l^OJ. 
Capt.  S.  D.  Yancey, 

Assistant  Adjntanf- General,  Houston,  Te.r.: 

I  have  been  appointed  ayent  for  tlie  exchange  of  prisoners  for  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  and  have  my  head(|narters  at  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  my  instructions 
from  Col.  II.  Onld,  agent  of  exchange  at  Richmond,  which  will  inform 
you  generally  of  the  form  necessary  for  all  paroles  in  order  to  make 
them  valid  and  insure  their  recognition  by  the  Federal  authorities.*  I 
beg  you  will  send  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  a  complete  list  of 
all  the  prisoners  that  have  been  captured  within  the  district  of  General 
Magruder,  or  by  his  command,  stating  rank,  to  what  command  they 

*  See  Septeiulier  25,  p.  320. 
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belonged,  where  and  when  taken,  by  whom,  and  what  disposition  was 
made  of  them.  Please  state  fully  what  prisoners  are  now  in  confine- 
ment within  your  district,  and  where  they  are  located,  and  generally 
give  me  such  other  information  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  my 
guidance  hereafter  in  my  negotiations  for  their  exchange.  Be  kind 
enough  to  have  alphabetical  rolls  of  prisoners  now  on  hand  forwarded 
to  me  as  speedily  as  possible.  Also  notify  me  if  any  of  our  soldiers 
have  been  captured  by  the  enemy  within  your  department,  with  all  the 
details,  if  any. 

I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

m.  SZYMANSKI, 
Assistant  AilJutant-Otncrul  and  A(jent  of  Exchamje. 


Houston,  Xoremher  24,  l^'CS. 
Major-General  Magruder  : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  particularly  desirous  of  publishing  in  the  Telegraph 
at  least  the  accompanying  extracts,  if  not  the  whole  circular  prepared 
by  Mr.  Cone  regarding  Baldwin  and  Peebles,  because  an  attempt  is 
being  made  to  create  some  prejudice  against  you  on  account  of  their 
arrest.  The  only  way  to  meet  this  attempt  is  by  placing  the  facts 
broadcast  before  the  public.  These  facts  will  make  public  opinion  all 
right.  So  far  as  giving  information  to  the  enemy  is  concerned  the 
matter  has  already  gone  through  the  entire  press  of  the  State.  No 
wider  notoriety  can  be  given  by  any  fuitlier  publication.  The  brief 
extracts  given  in  your  speech  at  Gamp  Lubbock  and  published  after- 
ward by  me  had  the  eti'ect  of  silencing  couiplaint  at  that  time.  The 
extracts  in  this  statement  now  piei)ared  show  a  deeper  malignity  and 
a  more  desperate  disposition  to  treason  than  did  those  first  published 
by  far.  I  cau  but  think  that  these  will  silence,  if  published  broad- 
cast, every  murmur  except  from  those  who  will  not  dare  to  give  their 
murmurs  breath.  If  they  are  published  iu  any  great  numbers  in  a 
circular  form  some  of  them  will  be  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  will  t'onvey  them  to  the  enemy,  and  if  not  published  in  great 
numbers  they  will  not  reach  the  people. 

I  thought  of  this:  If  you  do  not  desire  your  circular  to  run  the  risk 
of  falliug  into  the  enemy's  luinds,  do  not  publish  it,  but  let  me  have  the 
statement  of  extracts  as  though  I  had  been  permitted  to  copy  them 
from  the  original  documents  and  I  will  on  my  own  account  endeavor  so 
to  put  them  Ijetbre  the  public  as  to  accomplish  what  you  desire  without 
your  being  iu  any  way  known  in  the  matter.  1  respectfully  submit 
these  suggestions,  actuated  alone  by  a  desire  to  aid  you  and  the  cause 
to  which  you  are  devoted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

E.  n.  CUSHIXG. 

ClRCl'LAK. j  UorsToN.  Xoveiiiber  21,  IStiS. 

Some  time  early  in  (IctntuM-  !a.--t  1  had  arrested  several  parties  sus- 
pected of  treasouLible  desii;us  against  the  Confederate  Government. 
Suspicion  was  paiticularly  directed  toward  these  persons  by  the 
appearance  of  a  circular,  tlie  character  of  wliich  accorded  with  senti- 
ments known  to  have  been  expressed  by  them.  Upon  a  diligent  searcli 
being  made,  a  large  number  of  IcttiTs  were  found  in  tiie  handwriting 
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of  one  of  the  arrested  parties,  and  a  few  in  the  handwriting  of  another 
directed  to  his  friends  at  the  Xorth.  From  these  letters  I  obtained  the 
most  positive  evidence  of  a  determination  upon  the  part  of  these  men 
and  others  to  organize  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  enemy  and  over- 
throwing tlie  Government  of  the  Coiifederate  States.  I  did  „Qt  [jg^j. 
tate  a  moment  in  acting  as  1  believed  then,  and  still  believe,  was  iu 
strict  accordance  with  my  duty,  and  I  cheerfully  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility of  placing  these  traitors  in  contiuement. 

Shortly  after  the  arrest  of  Baldwin,  Peebles,  and  Zinke  I  addressed 
the  troops  at  (Jamp  Lubbock,  and  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  alluded 
to  the  fact  of  these  arrests  being  made,  and  also  gave  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which  intluenced  me  in  having  these  men  taken  into  custody.  I 
believe  all  who  were  i)resent  admitted  the  wisdom  of  my  action;  such 
at  least  I  have  been  led  to  believe  was  the  universal  sentiment 
expressed.  Since  that  time  other  arrests  have  been  made  from  the 
fact  that  names  were  mentioned  in  the  correspondence  of  these  arrested 
parties,  as  friends  iu  a  political  point  of  view,  and  I  was  determined  if 
a  dangerous  organization  had  been  ettected  against  the  Confederate 
and  State  governments  that  I  would  secure,  if  possible,  tlie  leaders  in 
it.  All  tlie  [larties  thus  arrested,  save  in  the  cases  of  Baldwin,  Peebles 
and  Zinke.  were  examined  and  discharged,  not  because  there  were  no 
grounds  tor  suspicion,  but  because  there  was  not  sufBcient  evidence 
against  them  to  warrant  me  in  keeping  them  in  confinement. 

Some  of  these  men.  perhaps,  were  entirely  innocent  of  any  intention 
to  participate  in  the  contemplated  treason  of  those  now  in  custody, 
but  there  were  strong  grounds  in  favor  of  the  opinion  that  all  whom  I 
caused  to  be  arrested  were  sympathizers  with  and  aiders  and  abettors 
of  Baldwin  and  his  associates.  1  do  not  desire  to  assume  authority  that 
does  not  properly  and  legitimately  attach  to  my  position  as  command- 
ing general  of  this  district.  I  have  no  intention  to  usurp  power  and  dis- 
regard the  restraints  thrown  around  me  by  the  civil  hiw  of  the  land. 
I  desire,  as  all  good  citizens  should,  to  obey  the  laws  and  resist  oppres- 
sion. But  there  are  times  and  circumstances  when  a  military  com- 
mander must  act  upon  the  moment,  when  to  delay  would  not  only  be 
dangerous,  but  might  be  fital.  and  at  such  time  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances I  shall  never  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  actins. 

I  have  caused  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  a  synopsis  of 
the  testimony  against  the  men  now  in  custody,  together  with  other 
documents,  showing  the  fact  of  an  organization  of  a  most  dangerous 
character,  and  have  asked  that  these  jjajiers  be  laid  before  the  Legisla- 
ture now  iu  session,  that  --orae  suthciently  stringent  law  maybe  passed 
by  which  the  military  authorities  may  be  relieved  from  tlie  necessity  of 
arresting  and  conlining  men  who  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  civil 
tribunals.  T  hope  the  Legislature  will  take  such  action  as  will  secure 
the  speedy  punishment  of  all  men  intending  treason  when  the  intention 
can  be  proved.     If  such  a  law  be  passed  the  evil  may  be  eradicated. 

For  the  intbrmation  of  the  citizens  in  and  out  ot'  tlie  army  I  i^ive  the 
following  statement  of  the  evidence  1  have  obtained  from  the  papers  of 
those  whom  I  still  hold  in  custody,  which,  taken  in  connection  with 
that  made  i)iiblic  by  me  in  my  address  at  Camp  Lubbork  to  the  soldiers, 
will  give  a  correct  idea  of  what  these  men  are  and  the  reasons  for  my 
having  placed  them  in  contincment  and  away  from  anv  intercourse  with 
the  citizens  of  the  State. 

J.   BAXKFIEAD  .MAGRL^DFi;, 
V'lj.  fien..  Comih/.  Distrirt  of  Tr.riis,  Xew  Mf.riro,  and  An:ona. 

30  R  R — sKKn;s  ii,  xor.  vi 
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STATEMENT. 

Upon  having  the  ofBce  of  D.  J.  Baldwin  searched  a  largre  nnmber  of 
the  circulars  entitled  "Common  Sense"  were  found  concealed  among-  his 
books  and  papers  and  covered  up  by  old  documents.  Upon  his  person 
was  found  a  communication  in  his  own  handwriting  purporting  to  have 
been  written  at  Dallas  and  directed  to  one  of  the  papers  in  the  State. 
The  "Common  Sense"  circular  was  dated  at  Dallas.  All  the  letters 
obtained  disclose  these  facts,  viz:  From  the  beginning  of  the  war 
between  the  Confederate  and  United  States  until  the  moment  of  the 
arrest  of  these  parties  they  have  been  uncompromising  adherents  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  regarding  the  act  of  secession 
as  treason  and  those  engaged  in  or  advocating  the  war  on  our  part  as 
traitors. 

In  the  earliest  letters  of  Peebles  in  my  possession,  which  were  written 
in  the  beginning  of  18ti2  to  prove  the  folly  and  madness  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  in  continuing  the  war  and  the  absolute  certainty  of  the 
ultimate  triumph  and  success  of  the  Federal  armies,  there  is  not,  per- 
haps, a  single  letter  in  the  whole  correspondence  which  is  not  tilled 
with  abuse  and  ridicule  of  our  Government  and  its  officers.  There  is 
breathed  a  spirit  of  hatred  for  those  occupying  civil  positions  under  it 
and  contempt  for  the  army  and  its  general.  The  most  terrible  denun- 
ciations are  hurled  against  tiie  prominent  men  of  the  nation,  and  there 
is  no  act,  civil  or  military,  of  any  ofiBcer  in  the  Confederate  States  that 
is  not  in  the  opinion  of  these  men  characterized  by  imbecility  or  a  want 
of  integrity.  All  the  generals  of  the  Federal  Army  are  great  men  and 
accomplished  officers,  and  all  the  leaders  of  the  Confederate  forces  are 
pigmies  in  comparison.  The  President  of  the  United  States  is  spoken 
of  with  respect,  while  the  Executive  of  our  own  Government  is  never 
alluded  to  in  more  respectful  terms  than  J.  Davis,  esq.  The  uncivilized 
warfare  to  which  our  enemies  have  resorted  is  defended,  while  our  Gov- 
ernment is  abased  for  the  manner  in  which  the  Federal  ])risoners  are 
treated  in  their  imprisonment.  The  monster  Butler  is  eulogized  as  wise 
and  discreet,  and  his  infamous  Order  No.  28  is  pronounced  pro|)er  and 
well  timed;  and  in  view  of  the  benefits  derived  from  military  governors 
in  other  Southern  States,  a  governorship  of  that  character  for  Texas  is 
looked  forward  to  with  satisfaction  and  delight.  Federal  victories  are 
discussed  with  jdeasure,  while  victories  ou  our  i)art  are  always  doubted, 
or,  when  established  facts,  regarded  as  discouraging. 

In  one  of  the  letters  of  Peebles,  dated  October  2,  1862,  he  says: 

I  see  even  the  Richmond  papers,  with  hot  mush  iu  their  months  as  yet,  are  discuss- 
inpr  the  propriety  of  the  advantase  of  iuvadins  any  of  the  enemy's  country.  They 
trimble  for  fear  some  uulooked-for  disaster  befalls  our  armies  when  thus  out  of  their 
latitude.  But  as  the  cause  is  so  just  iu  the  siglit  of  God,  they  cannot  entertain  any 
a'lidiug  fear  as  to  the  result.  Maybe,  after  a  while,  though  Stonewall  and  Lee  and 
Hill  and  Longstreet  et  id  {_fieni(s]  omne  have  gone  into  hell,  wliere  they  are  looked 
for,  sooner  or  later,  they  may  hegiu  to  doubt  as  well  as  tremble,  and  to  fear  as  well 
as  despair.     These  are  my  sentiments,  at  all  events. 

In  another  letter  of  October  5,  1862,  Peebles  says  to  Baldwin  : 
Your  good  old-fashioued  letter  of  the  3d  instant  came  to  hand  last  night.  It  evi- 
denced, I  think,  a  great  imiirovement  in  your  feelings.  So  much  so,  indeed,  thit 
you  indulge  to  great  advantage  your  wonted  forte  for  ridicule  and  irony.  I  was 
much  entertained  by  your  account  of  the ''Galveston  Invincibles'' on  their  march 
through  Houston  to  .Saliine  Pass.  I  had  not  heard  of  that ''brave  liand  "  before. 
They  must  have  been  entirely  out  of  their  element  on  Galveston  Island,  where  there 
was  no  lighting  to  do.  But  how  is  it  now  ?  The  telegram  we  read  last  night  set  me 
to  thinking,  and  I  am  not  thrcuigh  niv  cogitations  yet-^aad  about  now  I  am  thinking 
that,  if  said  telegram  was  true,  the  l''e.lerals  are  in  Galveston  at  this  time,  unless 
Elmore's  regiment  reached  Virginia  Point  in  time  to  prevent  their  "star-spangled- 
bannered  entry,"  which  t  eannot  conclude  he  did.  I  have  not  thought  the  citi;^ene 
would  seriously  oppose  them. 
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In  a  letter  of  July  22,  1863,  from  the  same  party,  tliis  paracraph 
occurs:  I'    '  h     I 

Oh,  how  I  hope  it  may  be  true  that  McClellan  is  to  be  recalled  to  the  command  of 
the  l-'cderal  Army.  Certainly  he  has  more  ability  than  all  the  rest,  take  him  all  in 
all;  and  except  with  the  extreme  abolitionists,  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Doctor  Shepley  spoke  ill  of  him  to  ns,  bnt  as  I  then  thono-ht  very 
unjnstly — and  simply  because  he  refused  to  act  prematurely  in  rej^ard  to  the  eman- 
cipation project.  This  is  now  an  accomplished  thing,  and  of  course  he  (McClellan) 
can  no  longer  hesitate,  if  he  ever  did,  about  its  practicability.  I  am  equally  anxious 
to  know  that  (ieneral  Butler  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of  War.  Something  is 
ilue  him  for  his  great  service  at  New  Orleans,  and  we  cannot  nuestion  his  abilitv  or 
patriotism.  Then  there  will  be  some  "quaking  in  boots," sure  enough.  The  author 
of  the  celebrated  proclamation  last  .January  in  his  regard  and  ot  the  money  otters 
for  his  head  there  and  elsewhere  (South  Carolina)  will  feel  very  comfortable  of 
course.  Should  this  be  so  I  would  venture  a  small  bet  that  one  J.  Davis,  esq.,  never 
sails  for  an  .\merican  port  till  his  account  with  said  hoped-for  Secretary  is  settled. 
O,  you  may  well  say,  "things  is  working." 

On  the  2cl  of  August,  1863,  Peebles  writes  to  Baldwin  tlius: 

God  is  great,  .and  he  has  appointed  good  men  to  le.ad  his  armies— has  given  them 
banners  of  righteousness  and  weapons  of  truth.  Who  cannot  see  what  must  he  the 
result?  That  item  in  regard  to  North  Carolina  is  given  without  much  "tlourish  of 
trumpets"  on  your  part.  Yet,  if  tnio,  how  it  must  sink  the  hearts  of  all  the  sensible 
an<l  retlecting  men  in  the  Confederacy.  That  State  never  was  fairly  opposed  to  the 
L'niou,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  very  Ijest  of  it  has  not  to  this  day  been  forced  to 
•'bow  the  knee  to  Baal." 

In  a  letter  of  September  11,186.3,  Peebles  alludes  to  "Common  Sense," 
and  says: 

Yesterday  I  got  "Common  Sense."  and  upon  a  reperusal  of  it  like  it  even  better 
than  I  did  at  first.  Its  brevity  is  its  greatest  fault,  which  I  think  will  be  confessed 
by  all  its  readers,  still  it  could  not  well  have  been  longer.  I  will  not  circulate  the 
copies  generally  until  they  shall  have  had  time  to  arrive  by  mail  from  Dallas.  I 
think  the  publication  at  this  time  very  opportune.  We  were  not  in  obvious  diffi- 
culty the  people  would  not  consider:  but  now  in  our  utmost  need  I  think  they  will 
pimder  over  the  many  plain  and  simple  truths  it  ventilates.  "The  whole  need  not  a 
physician,  but  only  those  that  are  sick." 

In  anotber  letter  Peebles  alludes  to  Baldwin  being  the  author  of 
'•Common  Seuse,"  and  compliments  him  upon  the  style,  and  on  the 
17th  of  September  he  thus  writes: 

I  have  folded,  enveloped,  and  directed  a  number  of  copies  of  the  document.  I 
have  lately  heard  t'rom  the  wheat  region,  where  wheat  sells  only  for  specie  or  its 
ec|iiiv.ilent.  The  holders  are  said  to  be  "rotten  to  the  core,"  and  their  sound 
neighbors  .ire  reported  to  be  doing  their  best  to  induce  their  ruin  by  impressments, 
robberies,  iind  burnings.  These  strong  measures  may  have  the  effect  of  reviving 
the  patriotism  of  the  wheat  raiser,  on  the  principle  of'connter  irritants  in  medicine! 

In  the  same  letter  he  says  to  Baldwin,  relative  to  what  has  been  dotie 
toward  the  cause: 

\n\\  have  d(me  nothing,  not  a  thing.  I  have  sent  upon  compulsion  niggers  to 
work  upim  the  enemy's  fortitieatioiis,  but  I  did  not  let  them  stay  a  day  longer  tiian 
I  could  help,  and  I  did  it,  too,  even  then,  under  loud-mouthed  protest.'  I  have  also 
given  to  hospitals,  which  you  have  probably  done,  too,  but  this  w.ts  for  the  sake  of 
hnmanity.     All  these  are  the  faults  that  can  be  alleged  against  me. 

.Vbout  tlie  1st  of  June,  1S63,  Peebles  wrote  that  a  certain  day  was 
liis  time  for  receivitig  overland  news  from  Tennessee  aud  Virginia;  and 
in  a  letter  dated  October  2,  IS63,  he  says: 

The  news  I  ^lave  you  from  Arkansas  has  not  got  about  vet,  but  it  will  lu  a 
lew  days,  I  believe.  That  "(irenada  news"  was  a  long  time  coming  thro.i.rh  the 
papers.  '  ^ 

The  last  letter  written  by  Peebles  before  his  arrest,  dated  October 
8,  1803,  contains  this  paragraph: 

Hood  has  lost  a  leg— pitv'  Wood,  n  ones  will  be  dear  alter  this  war.  I  have 
read  the  Lincoln  letter.     It  has  the  lle>h  marks  of  old  Abe's  composition  —  terseness 
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and  peculiarity  of  style,  clearness,  candor,  heart,  and  humor.  I  think  it  a  very 
good  letter,  well  adaptea  to  the  occasion,  and  not  such  a  miserable  botch  of  bad 
firammar  as  High  Private  asserts  it  to  be. 

Besides  these  quotations  from  the  correspondence  of  Doctor  Peebles 
the  following  items  noted  down  at  the  time  of  the  examination  of  the 
papers  will  serve  for  further  information.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1862,  he 
ridicules  Governor  Lubbock,  and  hopes  the  territorial  Governor  and  liis 
council  will  be  of  a  different  stripe.  On  the  8th  of  tlie  same  month  lie 
warns  Baldwin  that  he  is  watched,  and  proposes  to  him  to  decamp  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  he  having  two  good  mules  for  that  purpose.  On 
July  1,  1802,  be  speculates  on  the  success  of  Jack  Hamilton  in  Texas, 
and  on  the  Sth  day  of  the  same  month  speaks  coutidently  of  there 
being  something  in  the  movement  of  Colonel  Hamilton.  On  the  11th 
of  July,  same  year,  he  says  it  is  in  no  spirit  of  animosity  to  the  South 
that  he  hails  with  delight  Federal  victories;  they  are  for  her  benefit. 
And  in  a  letter  of  the  13th  he  declares  that  when  liberty  is  offered  to 
negroes  he  could  not  expect  them  to  sink  themselves  to  elevate  him. 
On  the  2(3th  of  July,  1802,  he  states  that  the  Union  feeling  in  Austin 
is  strong,  and  alludes  to  certain  parties  rising  some  day.  In  a  letter 
dated  September  9,  1802,  he  hopes  the  Federal  Government  will  hasten 
its  enrollment  of  000,000  men,  so  as  to  end  the  war;  and  on  the  20th 
of  the  same  month  he  says  the  Federals  will  make  the  Confederacy 
howl  before  the  loth  of  January,  1863.  On  the  .Jth  of  October,  1862, 
he  ridicules  the  troops  that  have  gone  to  Galveston,  and  speaks  of  the 
Federals  going  into  the  Brazos  and  seizing  what  they  might  want,  par- 
ticirlarly  if  our  folks  i)ut  on  any  airs.  In  a  letter  dated  30th  of  the 
same  month  he  declares  the  speech  of  Jack  Hamilton  in  New  Orleans 
expresses  the  sentiments  of  both  himself  and  Baldwin.  In  a  letter  of 
February  10,  1863,  he  speaks  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  Federal 
prisoners  in  Houston.  On  the  15th  he  is  hopeful  of  the  ditch  and 
dredge-boat  at  Vicksburg.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1803,  he  thinks  the 
Confederacy  on  its  last  legs,  and  on  the  2Sth  thinks  the  people  of 
Houston  must  make  up  their  minds  to  the  rule  of  Governor  Banks. 
On  May  27  he  speaks  of  sending  letters  to  ilatamoras,  and  as  the 
bearer  would  not  be  afraid  of  taking  some  risk,  he  and  Baldwin  could 
write  what  they  pleased.  On  the  19th  of  July  he  alludes  to  a  friend 
bringing  ••  inside"  news.  On  the  2d  of  August,  1803,  sj)caks  of '•  our 
friends"  iu  person,  and  on  the  9th  alhnles  to  information  derived  from 
"our  people"  several  days  in  advance  of  the  published  news.  On  the 
ISth  of  the  same  month  speaks  of  a  spontaneous  pouring  in  from  all 
parts  of  the  State  certain  kind  of  documents  as  a  iiart  of  a  plan  to 
get  up  a  convention.  On  the  20th  of  September,  1863,  speaks  of 
Baldwin  having  had  a  good  look  at  the  fortifications  at  Galveston. 

A  diary  containing  the  current  events  of  the  war  was  found  in 
Baldwin's  handwriting,  with  copious  Union  comments  upon  battles, 
leaders,  prospects,  iV'c.  Among  the  letters  found  written  by  Baldwin 
to  his  triends  at  the  North  there  were  two  to  his  brother  and  one  to  a 
cousin.  fiOMi  which  the  following  extracts  are  made.  To  his  cousin  in 
New  Jersey  he  says  on  the  1st  of  October.  1863,  -I  write  you  this  that 
I  fyou]  may  know  what  I  in  common  with  all  of  our  way  of  thinking 
have  suffered  and  gone  through  in  this  terrible  war,''  and  after  enumer- 
atiTig  the  hardships  adds: 

The  standard  of  general  intelligence  is  such  that  little  can  be  hoped  for  t'rom  any- 
thing but  an  overpowering  Federal  army.  The  country  must  be  overrun.  (1\ir 
newspapers,  edited  by  Xorthern  men  renegade  to  their  education  and  the  land  of 
their  birth,  still  tell  the  people  that  the  Confederacy  is  in  a  better  condition  than 
it  ever  was  before,  lic. 
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The  enemy  entered  the  camp  of  the  Cloud  farm  hospital  at  12  o'clock 
ou  8uiiday,  tlie  second  dny  of  the  battle,  when  some  plunderins'  was 
done,  but  subseijuently,  on  the  approach  of  re  enforcements  under 
General  Granger,  fell  back  and  did  not  enter  again  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, when  the  commands  under  Generals  Forrest  and  Cheatham  tirst 
entered.  The  commanders  assured  us  that  every  protection  and  assist- 
ance should  be  atlorded  us  m  the  discharge  of  our  duties.  Permission 
was  asked  to  go  on  the  fleld  to  collect  and  attend  to  those  of  our 
wounded  who  had  received  as  yet  no  care.  General  Cheatham  said 
that  permission  could  not  be  granted  immediately,  but  that  iu  two  or 
three  days  there  would  be  no  objections;  moreover,  that  our  wounded 
would  be  cared  for  as  their  own.  Their  frank  and  candid  statements 
gave  the  imi)ression  that  what  reason  and  humanity  should  dictate 
would  be  done;  but  it  was  very  so<in  learned  that  here,  as  iu  other 
instances  wheu  their  promise  was  secured,  ail  that  could  be  hoped  for 
had  been  obtained.  A  guard  was  left  for  our  protection  from  General 
Forrest's  command,  but  it  proved  in  the  end  to  be  an  unfortunate  detail 
for  us,  for  they  depended  principally  on  us  for  ratious,  which  was  a 
matter  of  some  consitleration  In  view  of  our  reduced  supplies.  Our 
haversacks  had  been  carefully  gathered  up  for  their  now  valuable  eon- 
tents  and  every  scrap  that  coukl  lengthen  out  our  supply  for  the 
thousand  wounded  heroes  who  were  depending  on  us  for  support.  In 
spite  of  the  guard  constant  thieving  was  carried  on,  often  by  officers. 
Moi  cover,  when  the  guard  was  withdrawn  the  officer  in  comujand  stated 
that  his  orders  were  to  take  all  gum  and  oilcloth  blaidcets;  hence 
followed  a  general  plunder  of  the  camp.  Blankets  and  clothing  were 
taken  from  the  wounded  and  dying,  also  money  and  other  valu- 
ables, in  S|)ite  of  all  remonstrance  by  the  surgeon  iu  charge  and 
the  appeals  and  prayers  of  the  wduuded.  Then,  also,  most  of  our 
nurses  who  had  been  allowed  to  assist,  being  selected  from  the  cap- 
tured ou  the  field,  were  taken  away,  so  that  tiie  duties  of  nurse, 
sexton,  and  surgeon  mostly  devolved  on  the  surgeons.  The  depriva- 
tion of  blankets  at  that  time  was  a  great  calamity,  for  the  nights 
were  so  cokl  that  ice  was  observed  iu  the  morning  one  eighth  of  an  inch 
thick  in  basins  of  standing  water.  The  wounded  ou  the  field  were 
scattered  over  an  area  of  about  ten  sijuare  miles,  some  of  whom  were 
two  and  three  miles  from  water  and  provided  witii  food  only  in  small 
([uantities  fioui  collected  haversacks  or  as  our  surgeons  in  their  dailv 
rounds  eould  furnish  from  their  meager  supply.  They  were  collected 
in  souads  of  from  10  to  100  each  and  made  as  comfortable  as  possible, 
with  well  men  or  those  more  slightly  wounded  to  give  them  care.  It 
was  desired  to  collect  them  at  one  of  the  hospitals  where  they  could 
have  a  sufficiency  of  water  at  least,  but  the  difliculty  was  how  could 
they  be  taken  there;  rhey  were  from  two  to  live  miles  off,  and  all  we 
had  was  the  litter.  Officials  almost  hourly  rode  up  to  the  hospitals 
simply  to  inform  the  surgeon  that  a  squad  of  men  at  such  and  such  a 
point  were  suffering  greatly  for  want  of  attention,  without  offering  a 
suggestion  or  in  the  slightest  maimer  a  heliiing  hand. 

A  |)etitiou  was  made  for  ambulances  or  wagons.  An  order  was  given 
by  (ieneral  I'reston  to  take  ambulances  from  any  train  that  might  be 
found,  but  there  was  either  an  understaniling  that  such  orders  were 
not  binding  or  else  entire  disregard  was  shown  to  them.  Ambulances 
ou  the  march,  going  directly  past  the  hospitals,  could  not  be  induced 
when  empty  to  take  in  wounded  on  the  road  and  leave  them  as  they 
passed,  which  could  have  detained  them  only  a  few  minutes.  Moreover, 
there  seemed  to  be  teams  eiiougii  at  leisure.  Thus,  iu  spite  of  all  exer- 
tions and* entreaties,  the  surgeons  were  obliged  to  provide  as  best  they 
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could  for  about  800  wounded  left  ou  the  tield  until  the  26th,  six  days 
after  the  close  of  the  battle.  A  written  statement  was  early  made  to 
General  Bragg  concerning  our  condition.  By  his  special  order  and  his 
own  team,  the  captain  said  who  brought  them,  about  700  rations  of 
corumeal,  salt,  and  hard  bread,  with  about  100  pounds  of  salt  pork, 
were  issued,  which  were  the  principal  rations  received  from  the  enemy 
while  the  wounded  were  in  their  hands.  Three  yearling  steers  were 
driven  to  the  hospital  at  the  farm  from  a  drove  passing.  One  was 
killed  that  evening,  one  died  during  the  night,  the  other  was  unable  to 
get  up  in  the  morning  and  was  killed  and  eaten  to  save  it. 

On  the  held  the  rebels  selected  out  their  own  dead  and  buried  them, 
leaving  ours,  stripped  of  their  clothing,  to  rot  upon  the  field,  the  food 
for  buzzards.  Often  we  were  met  with  the  questions,  "  Why  don't  you 
bury  your  dead ;  what  makes  your  men  who  are  killed  on  the  field  look 
so  black  '?■' 

The  rebel  cavalry  commanded  by  General  Wheeler  took  possession 
of  the  hospital  of  General  Reynolds'  division  and  others  at  Crawfish 
Springs  on  the  morning  of  the  26th.  General  Wheeler  and  staff 
announced  themselves  to  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  as  victorious 
on  the  battle-field  and  that  they  were  prisoners  of  war,  subject  to  rebel 
authority.  By  order  of  the  general,  surgeons'  horses  and  equipments 
were  taken.  He  then  ordered  that  the  whisky  should  be  produced, 
which  he  and  his  staff  drank  of,  regardless  of  the  limited  supply  or  the 
necessities  of  the  wounded.  A  guard  was  asked  for  to  protect  the 
hospital  from  the  depredations  of  stragglers;  the  reply  was  that  he  had 
other  use  for  his  men  and  that  we  must  take  the  chances  of  war.  The 
camp  was  next  visited  by  a  major,  lieutenant,  and  several  privates  of 
the  Eleventh  Texas  Cavalry,  who  dashed  up,  ordered  surgeons  into 
line,  and  with  drawn  pistols  ordered  them  to  shell  their  overcoats,  hats, 
gloves,  sashes,  and  all  side-arms  at  their  disposal.  They  left  on  receipt 
of  the  articles  demanded.  The  camp  was  then  subjected  to  repeated 
plundering  from  straggling  soldiers  until  the  supply  of  blankets  of  all 
description  was  .so  reduced  that  not  more  than  one  half  of  our  wounded 
were  protected  from  the  cold.  After  filling  hospital  tents  many  from 
necessity  were  left  without  shelter.  At  this  hospital,  also,  by  General 
Wheeler's  order,  all  nurses  and  hospital  stewards  were  taken  from  the 
camp  as  prisoners  of  war,  with  one  exception,  where  one  was  left  to  take 
care  of  a  Confederate  officer;  so  that  here,  also,  the  duties  remaining  for 
the  surgeon  were  those  of  nurse,  sexton,  and  surgeon.  Xo  assistance 
whatever  was  received  from  either  rebel  citizen  or  soldier. 

Xo  sujiplies  were  furnished  at  this  hospital  until  the  wounded  were 
reduced  to  boiled  wheat  as  their  only  article  of  nourishment,  then  only 
musty  meal  and  putiid  bacon. 

The  same  treatment  was  received  here  as  at  Cloud's  farm  as  to  remov- 
ing the  wounded  from  the  field  and  the  burying  of  the  dead;  so  that 
the  wounded  lay  enduring  thirst,  hunger,  cold,  and  pain  from  fatal 
wounds.  The  accumulated  horror  ot  the  stench  from  decaying  horses 
and  their  comrades  in  arms  tille<l  their  nostrils,  and  yet  the  heart  of 
the  rebel  was  not  moved  to  give  a  breath  of  sympathy.  Their  feelings 
of  revenge  and  individual  wants  seemed  to  prompt  them  in  all  their 
actions  toward  .surgeons  and  wounded  so  that  instances  of  brutality 
occurred  une(iualed  in  the  history  of  civilized  warfare.  While  speak- 
ing of  what  should  be  done  with  a  sergeant  who  was  suffering'  from  a 
severe  wound,  while  en  route  t')  Atlanta,  an  officer  said:  "Take  the 
damn  Yankee  out  and  shoot  liiiii  is  the  [iroper  way  of  disposing  of  him." 

At  Atlanta  the  wounded  that  had  not  been  paroled  were  put  into 
open  sheds  in  the  inclosure  with  other  prisoners,  where  they'received 
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He  says  the  reasoa  why  the  people  give  credence  to  such  statements 
is  owing  to  the  tact  that  the  citizens  of  the  Confederacy  "  are  not  so 
intelligent  as  those  of  the  North  iu  matters  of  history  and  treouraphy 
in  fact,  they  know  little  or  nothing  of  either.'"    Again:        "     »    i    J' 

Their  present  ii^iorauce  leaves  them  below  the  standpoint  of  reason  aud  areu- 
ment,  drawn  from  the  history  of  other  people.  '  ° 

In  another  part  of  this  letter  he  says: 

I  hope  none  of  our  blood  will  holdback  in  this  war.  Let  them  all  stand  up  to  the 
fioverument  and  help  to  put  down  this  infernal  crow  of  secessionists,  those  rattle- 
snakes and  cotton  mouths,  with  whom  yon  can  no  more  be  at  peace  than  you  could 
with  a  shovel  of  live  co.ils  in  your  bosom.  Tell  thera  if  they  don't  root  up  and 
de3tro3-  sccessiou  that  secession  will  root  up  .ind  destroy  them.  The  nigger  is  the 
very  cure  of  this  rebellion,  and  it  can  no  more  be  put  down  without  the  destruction 
of  chattel  slavery  than  you  could  aliolish  hell  and  leave  the  devil  iu  the  full  pleni- 
tude of  his  power.  Slavery,  cliattel  slavery,  slavery  upheld  by  law  and  recunized 
.IS  a  rifjht,  must  be  destroyed  or  it  will  destroy  all  freedom  iu  the  land  of  the  free 
and  tlie  home  of  the  brave. 

This  is  a  very  lengthy  letter  and  is  filled  with  such  sentiments. 

In  a  letter  to  James  M.  Baldwin,  of  New  York,  dated  7th  of  October, 
1.S63,  this  same  party  writes:  '•  If  I  were  to  [)lan  a  campaign  ai;aiust 
Texas  I  would  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  Kiver,"  ^:c.,  and  then 
goes  ou  to  detail  a  plan  of  attack  by  which  Texas  would  be  swept 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  In  another  letter  to  this  same  brother, 
Baldwin,  in  giving  a  description  of  the  society  in  Texas,  says: 

(iood  men,  true-hearted  men,  have  had  their  minds  so  wrought  ou  that  they  enter- 
tain sentiments  and  perform  acts  at  which  sanity  shudders  and  humauitv  turns 
pale.  Wells  to  be  poisoned,  suppers  to  be  given  with  a.ssassius  lying  iu  wait  to 
stab  the  victims  when  well  engaged  in  enjoying  the  hospitable  lioard.  " 

He  says  even  the  ladies  advocate  such  things  in  their  midst.  He 
calls  our  Government  •'  the  hell  born  Confederacy,"  and  hojies  he  may 
be  instrumental  in  assisting  "  Cncle  Sam"  to  regain  the  "stolen  stars." 
The  correspondence  of  Peebles,  the  letters  of  Baldwin,  together  with 
his  diary,  would  till  a  large  volume,  and  what  is  here  given  to  the  pub- 
lic taken  from  these  documents  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  whole. 

The  evidences  against  Zinke  are  obtained  from  citizens.  He  was 
constantly  in  Baldwin's  otlice,  and, just  before  the  publication  of  ••Com- 
mou  Sense"  he  was  often  .seen  in  close  conversation  with  its  author. 
He  has  been  looked  upon  for  a  long  time  as  an  enemy  to  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  the  fact  is  established  that  it  was  upon  his  press  the  "Com- 
mon Sense"  circular  was  i)rinted.  Ue  has  been  regarded  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  dangerous  aud  designing  man.  in  a  political  point  of  view 
before  and  since  the  war.  The  public  have  suthcient  before  tliem  to 
determine  what  grounds  there  were  for  having  these  characters  placed 
in  such  a  position  as  to  be  harmless.* 


Uffice  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 
„   .   ^  ^"'"'f  Mo  unit,   I'rt.,  Xocembir  Vo,  1S03. 

Aiaj.  Gen.  E.  A.  HiTrHConc, 

Commix-sioner  of  E.vcluinije,  Wasliini/ton,  [>.  (\: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  result  of  an  interview 
which  I  have  Just  had  with  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange,  .Mr.  Oiild. 

In  conse(|iience  of  the  reports  of  the  terrible  crueltilis  intiicted  upon 
our  prisoners  m  Richmond,  given  to  me  by  the  Federal  surgeons  Just 

„  \  ^"':  "'•^;:''  '-■oircspomleuce  .  nnr  hen-in  published^  relating  to  the  airr^t  ..f  I'eebb-s 
Laldwui,  /mke,  H  al.,  see  Series  I,  \ul.  XXVI,  Fart  II,  pp.  yoi,  :u:j,  o2S,  4u«. 
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released  from  captivity,  I  deemed  it  a  tit  opportunity  to  renew  a  prop- 
osition to  Mr.  Ould  which,  though  uuoiMcial,  1  stated  to  hi^m  would, 
no  doubt,  if  accepted  by  him,  be  carried  out  by  the  U.  S.  author- 
ities. The  offer  was  this:  "To  send  immediately  to  City  Point  12,000 
or  more  Confederate  prisoners  to  be  exchanged  for  the  Federal  soldiers 
now  confined  in  the  South."  This  proposition  was  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  refused  by  Mr.  Ould,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
making  li.',000  or  more  •'  special  exchanges."  He  stated  that  the 
only  condition  upon  which  he  would  agree  to  the  release  of  our  pris- 
oners would  be  that  we  should  send  South  a  number  of  Confederate 
prisoners  et|ual  to  that  of  Federal  prisoners  in  their  hands,  and  parole 
and  send  within  their  lines  all  the  remaining  Confederates  iu  the 
custody  of  the  U.  S.  authorities. 

i  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEKEUITH, 
Briyaditr-Geiteral  und  ComtniHuiuner  of  Exchange. 


WashincH'ON,  D.  C,  yovemher  25,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  X.  C.  :McLean, 

Procott-Mur.shal-Geneyal  Dtpt.  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
General:  The  causes  which  led  to  the  suspension  of  general  orders 
directing  the  unconditional  release  of  medical  officers  having  been 
removed,  the  order  is  now  in  full  force,  aud  you  will  please  direct  that 
any  such  ofticers  held  in  contiuement  or  on  parole  in  the  Department 
of  the  Ohio  be  immediately  sent  to  City  Point  and  discharged.  If 
there  are  several  they  should  be  sent  together  under  the  charge  of  an 
officer  aud  suitable  guard,  with  instructions  to  allow  them  to  have  no 
communication  with  any  person  by  the  way,  nor  should  they  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  hotels  for  meals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Itifantry  and  Commissary-General  of  frixoners. 


On  Boakd  the  U.  S.  Steamer  Xew  York, 
En  route  from  City  Point  to  Fort  Monroe.  Xovember  25,  1S63. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
who  were  lelt  iu  charge  of  the  Federal  wounded  after  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga  aud  now  released  from  Libby  Prisou,  liichmond,  Va., 
Surg.  O.  t|).  Herrick,  was  called  to  the  chair  and  Surg.  John  McCurdy 
chosen  secretary. 

The  following  was  stated  as  the  ol)jectof  the  meeting,  viz:  To  collect 
and  report  a  statement  of  facts  regarding  our  treatment  and  that  of  our 
wounded  by  the  enemy  after  falling  into  their  hands.  For  this  purpose 
the  following  couimittee  was  appointed:  Surgs.  H.  .J.  Herrick.  Alex.  Ew- 
ing,  aud  Josei)h  Fithian,  whosubmitted  the  following  statement  collected 
from  actual  experience  of  their  own  or  well-authenticated  testimony: 

There  wuie  established,  before  and  after  our  forces  fell  back,  two 
prineipal  de[iots  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded,  the  one  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  field,  at  Crawfish  Springs,  the  other  on  the  extreme 
left,  at  Cloud's  farm.  At  these  hospitals  and  on  the  field  were  left 
about  -,500  of  the  most  severely  wounded,  for  the  care  of  whom  forty- 
eight  surgeons  aud  assistant  surgeons  became  voluntary  prisoners. 

The  commissary  and  hospital  supplies  were  very  limited  in  conse- 
quence of  the  nou  arrival  of  an  expected  train.  No  nurses  remained,  or 
at  least  a  very  iusutticieut  number. 
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little  or  no  care  or  attention  for  some  days.  Blankets,  pouketknives, 
and  every  tiling  of  value,  except  the  clothing  worn,  were  taken  from  the 
enlisted  men  as  they  were  turned  into  the  iuclosure  for  prisoners  at 
Atlanta.  When  the  surgeons  entered  the  military  prisons  at  Atlanta 
they  saw  and  conversed  with  Major  Mosely,  a  Teunesseean  from  Nash- 
ville and  major  of  a  Tennessee  regiment  of  cavalry.  He  was  a  skeleton, 
wasting  by  disease,  lying  upon  a  bed  with  a  sixty-pound  weight  attached 
to  his  leg,  and  this,  he  said,  because  he  was  a  loyal  Tenuesseean. 
Before  our  release  fri>m  Richmond  we  learned  from  officers  who  had 
been  recently  sent  from  Atlanta  to  Kichmoud  that  the  major  had  been 
released.  The  welcome  messenger  Death  had  come  and  knocked  fetters, 
not  only  that  bound  him  to  that  prison,  but  that  might  still  have  held 
him  subject  to  the  fiendish  barbarity  of  this  nniuisition  for  treason, 
treachery,  and  torture. 

The  committee  submit  the  preceding  statements  as  examples  of  part 
of  the  barbarous  treatment  to  which  they  and  other  prisoners  were 
subjected  while  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

HENRY  J.  UERRICK, 
Surueon  Seventet-itth  Ohio   Volunteer  In/'nutry. 

ALEX.  EWING, 
Surgeon   Thirteenth   Miehimni    Volunteers. 

JOSEPH  FITUIAN, 
Surgeon  Eighteenth  Kentuekg    Volunteers. 


Chattanooga,  Xorember  36,  IHOS. 
.Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief:* 

Many  stragglers  have  been  picked  up  to-day — perhaps  2,000.  Among 
the  prisoners  are  many  who  were  paroled  at  Vicksburg.  What  shall  I 
do  with  them' 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major  Oriteral. 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fortress  Monroe,  \'a.,  November  M,  l'^63. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

t'oinniiss'.oner  of  Exchange,   Washington,  /'.  i".  ; 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions I  yesterday  proceeded  to  City  Point  and  obtained  an  interview 
with  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange,  Mr.  Ould. 

Before  seeing  him  I  conversed  with  many  of  our  surgeons  who  had 
Just  been  released  from  the  Richmond  prisons,  aiul  obtained  from  them 
an  account  of  their  treatment,  and  also  testimony  in  regard  to  the  hor- 
rible suii'erings  of  oar  men,  esijccially  those  i;oulined  on  Belle  Isle. 

[  communicated  to  ilr.  Ould  the  accounts  which  I  had  of  tiie  shame- 
ful and  barbarous  treatment  of  our  prisoners,  strongly  remonstrating 
at  the  conduct  of  the  Confederate  authorities. 

Mr.  Ould  expressed  great  astonishment  and  denied  that  our  prisoners 
were  ill  treated.  1  told  him  I  would  jiroduce  the  evidence  of  ninety-li\  e 
surgeons  who  were  on  the  adjoining  boat,  and,  if  necessary,  I  would  put 
tiiem  under  oath  as  to  the  truth  of  their  testimony,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  still  iloubr  the  statements  which  they  had  made.  .^Ir.  Ould 
slated  that  he  was  still  incredulous,  but  that  if  I  knew  any  resiionsiMe 

'  For  poi-tiou  heiv  uiuitti-il  »eu  Sl-i  i.s  I,  Vol.  XXXI,  Fart  II,  p.  'Jl. 
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surgeon  for  vrhose  truth  aud  respectability  I  could  vouch,  he  would 
listen  to  auy  statement  made  by  him  and  give  due  credence  thereto.  I 
immediately  sent  for  Doctor  iJowes,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  aud 
questioned  him  in  Mr.  Quid's  presence  as  to  the  quality^  and  quantity 
of  rations  issued  to  our  prisoners  in  Libby  Prison,  Richmond.  Doctor 
Bowes  testilied  that  fur  the  four  days  preceding  no  meat  at  all  had  been 
issued  to  our  prisoners,  the  ration  consisting  of  about  three-quarters  of 
a  pound  of  bread  made  from  unsifted  corn-meal  and  one  sweet  potato 
per  man  for  twenty-four  hours.  After  Doctor  Bowes  bad  retired,  Mr. 
Ould  suggested  that  he  would  like  to  have  the  testimony  of  Doctor 
Myers,  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Xavy. 

Doctor  Myers  was  sent  for  and  stated  that  he  coukf  not  speak  as  to 
the  condition  of  affairs  at  the  prisons  as  he  had  been  in  the  hospital, 
but  that  no  meat  had  been  served  to  the  patients  there  for  the  four  pre- 
ceding days,  and  that  the  ration  was  the  same  as  that  described  above 
by  Doctor  Bowes.  Mr.  Ould  expressed  great  astonishment  at  hearing 
these  statements,  saying  that  the  Confederate  authorities  had  issued 
strict  orders  that  our  i)risoiiers  should  have  the  same  rations  as  their 
men  in  the  field  and  throwing  the  responsibility  of  these  outrages  upon 
tlie  subordinate  officers  at  the  prison,  stating  that  he  would  himself 
investigate  the  matter  and  see  that  the  ofticers  in  fault  should  be  dis- 
charged aud  properly  punished  for  such  outrageous  inhumanity. 

In  this  connection  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  provisions  I  sent 
to  our  prisoners  by  order  of  the  War  Department  were  in  Eichmoud  on 
the  18th  instant;  they  had  therefore  been  there  two  days  at  least  before 
our  prisoners  wete  first  deprived  of  meat.  This  fact,  in  connection  with 
two  statements,  one  from  Surgeon  Myers,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  one  from 
Surgeon  Meeker,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  the  eflect  that  they  had  heard 
that  the  rebels  were  forwarding  these  provisions  to  General  Lee's  army, 
has  induced  me  to  postpone  forwarding  any  more  supplies  until  I  can 
satisfy  myself  that  the  rebels  are  not  misappropriating  them.  I  inclose 
the  statements  herewith,  marked  A  and  B.  I  also  have  the  honor  to 
inclnse  another  statement  from  Doctor  Myers,  marked  C,  and  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  U.  S.  Army  and  Navy  surgeons 
recently  held  as  prisoners  by  the  rebels,  marked  D. 

I  made  the  inquiries  as  instructed  in  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant 
concerning  our  prisoners  held  at  Atlanta.  Mr.  Ould  stated  that  he 
would  cause  the  proper  inquiries  to  be  made  and  would  forward  me  au 
early  report  upon  the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  money  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  surgeons  was  returned  to  them  in  Confederate  cur- 
rency at  the  rate  of  seven  for  one.  I  made  an  immediate  demand  upon 
Mr.  Ould  that  such  money  should  be  returned  as  had  been  deposited. 
He  stated  that  he  would  hold  himself  officially  and  personally  responsi- 
ble that  this  money  should  be  returned  to  the  surgeons  and  that  he 
would  forward  it  to  me  at  an  early  day.  I  have  caused  a  list  to  be 
made,  with  the  auiount  claimed  set  opposite  each  individual's  name,  so 
that  the  amount  due  may  be  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
BrUjadier- General  and  Commissioner  of  Ejcchuiuje. 


A. 

November  2-1,  1863. 
I  hereby  certify  on  honor  that  while  an  inmate  of  the  Libby  Prison 
hospital  I  was  informed  by  a  carpenter  of  said  prison  that  at  least  one 
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half  of  the  pork  sent  by  the  United  States  (iovemmeiit  for  distribution 
amoii'i-  the  Union  prisoners  at  Richmond  had  been  taken  by  the  Con- 
federate Government  to  be  forwarded  to  '-General  Lee  s  army"  for  pro- 
visioniui;-  his  troops,  and  that  it  was  his  opinion  they  would  dispose  of 
the  tiour  in  the  same  niauuer. 

He  stated  that  he  knew  such  to  be  a  tact. 

tie  staieu  lu^y^  ^y    ^^    MYERS, 

Annistant  Si(r(jt<iii,  U.  S.  Xary. 


T  certify  on  honor  that  on  tlie  I'Md  day  of  November,  instant,  I  was 
informed  by  one  of  the  cooks  in  the  prisoner.s'  hosi)ital  lu  Richmond 
where  1  was  au  inmate  at  the  time)  that  the  Confederate  authorities, 
when  unloading-  the  provisions  lately  sent  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment and  relief  associations  for  our  prisoners  in  Richmond,  said  that 
thev  would  send  part  of  the  dour  and  pork  to  Lees  army,  and  that  on 
the' same  day  1  wasintormed  by  a  carpenter,  who  works  iu  the  building 
where  these'supplies  were  put  after  being  unloaded,  that  he  heard  the 
Confederate  authorities  who  were  present  say  that  they  would  send 
part  of  those  supplies  to  Lee's  army,  or  to  their  soldiers.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain that  he  said  Lee's  army. 

DANIEL  MEEKER, 

Siirijton,  O.  S.   Vuluntetr.-:. 

C. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  for  several  months  previous  I  have  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  access  to  the  hosiiitals  where  the  sick  and  wounded 
•imoii"-  our  Union  soldiers  received  treatment.  Since  tlie  battle  ot 
ijhickauiau-a  the  number  of  deaths  per  diem  has  averaged  fully  hlty. 
The  most  prevalent  diseases  were  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  typhoid 

pneumonia.  -  i    .i  i*    i- 

Of  late  the  percentage  of  deaths  has  greatly  increased,  the  result  ot 
causes  that  have  been  long  at  work,  as  insufficient  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter,  combined  with  that  depression  of  spirits  brought  on  so  tre- 
.lueiitly  by  lougcoutiuement.  ,     „  „  ii         i 

It  may  seem  almost  incredible  when  I  afhrm  ot  my  personal  knowl- 
ed<'e  that  in  the  three  hospitals  for  Union  soldiers  the  average  mortality 
i-,  now  forty-tive  per  diem,  and  upon  the  most  reliable  authority  1  am 
forced  to  believe  that  in  the  tobacco  factories  and  upon  the  Island  will 
raise  the  total  mortality  among  all  the  Cniou  prisoners  to  be  sixty  per 
diem,  or  1,800  monthly.  The  extremely  reduced  condition  ot  those 
brought  from  the  Island  augurs  that  hundreds  quite  sick  are  lett  behind 
who  woulil  be  considered  rtt  subjects  for  hosi)ital  treatment.  Such,  too, 
is  the  fact  invariably  stated  by  scores  1  have  conver>ed  with  trom  that 
camp.  The  same  to  a  degree  holds  true  of  the  prisoners  m  the  city, 
it  would  be  a  reasonable  estimate  to  put  the  number  who  are  tit  sub- 
jects tor  hospitals,  but  who  are  refused  admittance,  at. '■oo.  A  thousand 
are  already  under  treatment  in  the  three  hospitals,  and  tlie  Confederate 
surgeons  themselves  say  the  number  of  patients  is  only  limited  by  the 
scant  accommodation  provided. 

Thus  we  have  over  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  the  pri.sonera 
held  classed  as  sick  men,  who  re([uire  the  most  assiduous  and  skiUtul 
attention.  Yet  iu  tlie  essential  matter  of  rations  they  are  receiving 
nothing  but  corn  bread  and  sweet  potatoes.  Meat  is  no  longer  fur- 
nished to  any  class  of  our  prisoners,  and  all,  sick  or  well,  ofhcers  and 
privates,  are'  now  furnished  uith   a  vny  poor  article  of  corn   bread  in 
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lieu  of  wheat  bread.  Is  this  proper  food  for  hosi)ital  patients  pros- 
trated with  dysentery  and  fever,  to  say  nothing  of  the  balance?  Start- 
ling instances  of  individual  suffering  and  horrid  pictures  of  death 
from  protracted  siclcness  and  semi-starvation  I  have  liad  thrust  upon 
my  attention.  The  first  demand  of  the  poor  creatures  from  the  Island 
was  always  for  something  to  eat;  and  I  have  seen  them  die,  clutching 
the  halfeateu  crust,  self-respect  all  gone,  all  hope  and  ambition  gone; 
half  clad,  and  covered  with  vermin  and  tilth,  many  of  them,  too,  often 
beyond  all  reach  of  medical  skill. 

In  one  instance  the  ambulances  brought  sixteen  to  the  hospital,  and 
during  the  night  seven  had  died.  Again,  eighteen  were  brought,  and 
eleven  died  within  twenty-four  hours.  At  another  time  fourteen  were 
admitted,  and  during  a  single  night  ten  of  the  number  died;  and  not 
unfrequently  they  die  iu  the  ambulance  before  reaching  the  hospital. 
Judging  from  what  I  have  myself  seen  and  do  know,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  under  a  treatment  of  systematic  abuse,  neglect,  and  semi- 
starvatiou  the  number  who  are  becoming  permanently  broken  down 
iu  constitution  must  be  reckoned  by  thousands.  The  Confederate 
daily  papers  in  general  terms  acknowledge  the  truth  of  all  I  have 
affirmed,  but  usually  close  their  abusive  editorials  by  declaring  that 
even  such  treatment  is  better  than  tlie  invading  Yankees  deserve.  The 
Examiner  in  a  recent  article  begrudged  even  the  little  food  the  i)rison- 
ers  did  receive  and  the  boxes  sent  to  us  from  home,  and  closed  by  eulo- 
gizing on  the  system-of  semi-starvation  and  exposure  as  well  calculated 
to  dispose  of  us.  All  this  is  true,  yet  cold  weather  has  hardly  com- 
menced, and  I  am  horrilied  when  I  picture  the  wholesale  misery  and 
death  that  will  come  with  the  biting  frosts  of  winter.  Recently  several 
hundred  prisoners  per  diem  are  being  removed  to  Danville.  In  two 
instances  I  was  standing  by  as  the  ranks  tiled  [last.  It  was  a  sad  sight 
to  see  the  attenuated  frames  and  sharpened  features  and  pallid  faces 
of  men  a  few  months  previous  in  vigor  of  health.  Numbers  were  with- 
out shoes,  nearly  all  without  blankets  or  overcoats;  and  not  a  man  did 
I  beliokl  wlio  was  well  or  fully  clad.  But  to  the  credit  of  the  prisoners 
in  Richmond,  of  all  ranks,  be  it  recorded,  that  all  along  they  have 
shown  heroic  foititnde  under  sutferiug,  spurning  the  idea  that  our  Gov- 
ernment had  forgotten  them. 

They  have  held  fast  their  confidence  in  the  final  and  speedy  success 
of  our  cause. 

W.  W.  MYERS, 
Axsistmit  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Xary. 

D. 

Steamer  Adelaide,  Clicsctpcakc  Buy,  Xorember  36,  186.3. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  Army  and  Navy  lately 
contined  iu  prison  in  Richiuond,  \'a.,  of  which  G.  P.  Ashmun.  surgeon 
Ninety-third  Ohio  N'oluntcer  Infantry,  was  i)resident,  and  J.  McCurdy, 
surgeon  Eleventh  Ohio  N'olunteer  Infantry,  was  secretary,  it  was 

lic-.solrcd,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  report 
on  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  Federal  prisoners  in  Richmond, 
also  its  prisons,  the  nuality  and  quantity  of  the  ration,  and  treatment 
of  our  sick  and  wouudeil. 

The  following  committee  was  then  appointed:  Daniel  Sleeker,  sur- 
geon, U.  S.  Volunteers,  president;  O.  Q.  Herrick,  surgeon  Thirty-fourth 
Illinois  Infantrv;  William  JI.  Houston,  surgeon  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  H.  J.  Herrick,  surgeon  Seven- 
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teenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  John  T.  Lnck,  assistant  snrgeon,  U.  S. 
Navy;  Augustine  A.  Mann,  assistant  surgeon  Rliode  Island  cavalry, 
and  J.  Marcus  Rice,  surgeon  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

The  following  is  the  report  presented  by  the  president,  which  was 
read,  received,  and  adopted  unanimously.  After  which  the  committee 
received  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  and  were  dismissed: 

U.  S.  Steamer  Adelaide, 
En  route  for  Baltimore,  Md.,  Xoremher  26,  1S6S. 

The  committee  appointed  by  U.  S.  Army  and  Xavy  snriioous  rcceutly  imprisoned 
in  RichmoQil,  Va.,  to  report  the  past  and  present  conditiou  and  treatment  of  Union 
prisoners  now  held  at  that  plaee.  submit  the  following  facts  derived  from  personal 
observation  and  tho  statements  of  fellow-prisoners  in  whoso  veracity  they  have 
implicit  contidenee.  ^   ,      , 

The  officers — about  1,000  in  all,  and  representing  nearly  all  grades  of  both 
branches  of  the  service— are  contiued  in  seven  rooms  of  Libby  Prison,  a  buildinc; 
formerly  used  as  a  \v;irehouse.  Each  room  is  43  feet  wide  an<l  102  feet  long,  atfonl- 
ing,  exclusive  of  the  dining-room,  only  about  276  cubic  feet  of  air  to  each  prisoner. 

Tliese  rooms  have  unplastered  walls,  partitions,  and  ceilings;  lint  few  of  the  win- 
dows are  glazed,  being  .-ither  upen  to  tho  free  sweep  of  cold  winds  or  closed  with 
boards  orCanvas  screens.  Both  of  the  latter  when  used  render  the  rooms  dark  and 
cheerless.  One  of  the  roums  is  used  exclusively  as  a  kitchen  and  dining-room,  while 
portions  of  others  are  necessarily  devoted  to  the  same  purpose,  and  liut  nine  scantily 
furnished  and  medium-sized  cook  stoves  are  supplied  the  entire  prison.  The  othcers 
have  to  do  their  own  cooking,  anil  the  supply  of  wood  for  this  purpose  is  often 
insutiicient,  and  occasionally  for  half  a  day  none  at  all  is  sent  in.  A  privy  and  sink 
render  foul  and  disgusting  one  end  of  eaeli  room,  polluting  at  times  the  air  of  the 
entire  apartment.  None  are  permitted  to  leave  this  building  of  accumulated  and 
accumulating  horrors  till  borne  to  the  hospital  or  happily  exchanged. 

The  i-nlisted  men  are  confined  in  various  places.  At  the  time  the  surgeons  left 
Richmond  there  were  almut  (i.miO  privates  held  on  Belle  Isle  in  .lames  Kiver,  near 
the  city,  and  ahout  t.OOO  soldiers  an<l  150  sailors  and  marines  in  buildin<;s  simihir 
to  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Libby.  In  the  buildings  the  men  are  in 
about  the  same  condition  as  the  officers  in  Lit)by,  only  much  more  crowded;  liut 
tho  condition  of  those  on  the  island  is  much  worse.  An  insufficient  number  of  tents 
are  furnished  to  protect  them  from  cold  and  rain,  and  no  blankets  or  other  bedding 
has  ever  been  given  them  by  tho  rebels.  Only  one  surgeon  is  assigned  to  Belle  Isle, 
anil  he  makes  but  one  visit  a  day,  during  which  he  does  not  enter  the  inclosiiro 
where  the  men  are  kept  to  see  those  too  sick  to  walk,  but  attends  to  those  only  who 
are  able  to  come  to  him.  When  the  neglected  men  are  sent  to  the  hospital  it  is 
often  too  late. 

Xoiie  of  the  privates  in  the  prisons  about  Libby  are  furnished  by  the  rebels  with 
beddiu','  of  any  kind.  A  niemlier  of  this  committee  received  a  letter  from  a  man 
lielooLring  to  tho  same  command,  and  confined  in  the  building  opposite  Liliby, 
worded  thus:  ■•  I  loetor,  we  beg  of  you  to  try  and  net  ns  something,  either  clothes  or 
blankets,  to  keep  ns  warm :  we  have  no  tire  in  the  building  to  warm  us ;  have  notliing 
either  to  lie  on  or  cover  us,  and  siitfer  greatly  from  the  cold.'' 

In  Lihhy  stoves  for  heating  purposes  have  recently  been  put  up  in  some  of  the 
rooms,  but  no  fuel  of  any  description  has  yet  been  given  to  render  them  u.^eful. 

At  one  time  the  rations  issued  consisted  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  pound  of  wheat 
bread,  one-fourth  of  ,a  pound  of  fresh  beef,  two  ounces  of  beans,  and  a  small  quantity 
of  vinegar  and  .salt  for  each  prisoner  per  day.  Subsequently  the  same  ipiantity  of 
corn  hread,  made  of  unsifted  meal,  was  issued  [instead]  of  the  wheat  bread,  and  rice 
instead  of  beans.  Mine  recently  the  ration  has  beeucorn  liread,  rice,  and  fresh  beef 
in  the  almve  quantities;  or  in  lieu  of  beef  and  rice,  two  lo  three  sm.i II  sweet  potatoes, 
and  quite  often,  more  particularly  within  the  past,  two  weeks,  alisolutely  nothing 
excepting  the  three-fourths  of  a  iioiiud  of  eorn  liread  has  been  issued  to  each  piisoner 
to  s.itisfy  the  gnawiui;3  of  hunger  for  twenty-tour  hours. 

I  In  the  lilth  of  this  month  the  men  on  Lielle  Isle  diil  not  L;et  a  morsel  of  anything 
to  eat  until  4  p.  m. 

The  loiiimittee  unanimously  agree  that  tlie  rations  liirnisiied  Union  prisoners  oy 
rebel  authorities  at  Itichmond,  \'a.,  are  not  sullicieiit  to  pi-evetit  these  prisoners  suf- 
fering from  hunger  and  thus  becoming  debilitated  and  verv  ^usceptilde  to  disease. 

Some  of  this  committee  have  seen  men  lirought  from  Lielle  Isle  to  tl;e  prison 
hospital  literally  starving  to  ileath,  and  a  U.  S.  Army  oliicer  of  high  rank  and 
undoubted  \-eracity,  theu  and  now  a  prisoner  in  Lihliy,  told  a  meniber  of  this 
committee  tli.it  while  on  a  visit  to  I'.elle  Ule.  whither  he  had  been  permitted  to  ^'o 
by  the  rebels,  the  prisoners  there  loUowed  him  in  crowds  as   he  walked  around  the 
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inolosnre  and  cried  to  him  with  eager  voices:  "Send  ns  some  bread,  we  are  hungry; 
send  ns  some  bread." 

Were  it  not  for  supplies  received  from  home  none  of  those  confined  in  Llbby  and 
the  other  prisons  would  escape  the  pangs  of  hunger. 

Arriving  at  the  prison  the  officers  are  searched,  and  in  addition  to  articles  "  contra- 
band of  war,"  their  money  and  other  valuables  are  taken  from  them;  a  few  get  all, 
some  the  greater  portion,  and  others  none  of  their  money  returned,  while  all  other 
valuables  are  retained.  All  money  arriving  in  letters  or  express  packages  for  pris- 
oners, from  whatever  source,  is  taken  and  "deposited  "  with  the  rebel  (|uartermaster 
of  Riclimond,  and  the  owner  is  permitted  to  draw  it  in  limited  amounts  i^n  rebel 
paper,  though  $7  in  Confederate  currency  is  allowed  for  $1  U.  S.  money.  Some  of 
the  surgeons  released  yesterday,  on  applying  for  their  money  taken  fi'om  them  in 
various  ways — but  always  with  tlie  prouiise  that  if  released  while  any  remained  on 
deposit  it  would  be  returned  in  kind — were  coolly  told  that  it  had  been  exchanged 
by  the  aforementioned  quartermaster  [who]  had  exchanged  all  their  money,  and  they 
must  eitlier  take  Confederate  money  or  wait. 

The  treatment  received  by  our  privates  is  of  the  greatest  severity.  For  looking 
out  a  window,  three  nights  since,  one  was  shot  and  instantly  killed.  Those  having 
trades,  and  also  some  who  have  none,  are  takeu  out  into  the  city  and  (■ompelled 
to  work,  guarded  and  restrained  from  all  liberty  by  sentries.  It  was  no  uncommon 
sight  to  see  gangs  of  our  men  coming  back  to  their  house  at  night,  carrying  their 
implements  of  labor,  be8pattere<l  with  whitewash,  or  showing  other  signs  of  having 
been  at  work,  .\bout  thirty  of  our  men  are  now  employed  in  Richmond  making 
shoes,  supposed  to  be  lor  the  rebel  army. 

.Some  citticers  have  been  compelled  to  scrub  the  floors,  clean  the  water-closets  of 
the  prison,  and  perform  other  menial  services.  All  are  and  have  been  at  all  times 
since  their  confinement  in  Libby  sulijected  to  insults  and  brutal  treatment  on  the 
part  of  prison  subordinates,  and-  both  captain  and  inspector  of  the  prisou,  when 
appealed  to,  not  only  do  not  rebirke  their  subordinates,  but  encourage  them  to 
further  offensive  conduct.  Upon  the  most  trivial  charges  officers  have  been  con- 
fined for  frnm  twenty-four  hours  to  several  days  in  damp  dungeons  under  the  jail, 
there  fed  only  on  bread  and  water.  An  officer,  for  doing  that  which  certainly  did 
not  merit  the  term  offense,  was  put  into  one  of  these  dungeon  cells,  though  at  the 
time  convalescent  from  typhoid  fever  and  almost  too  weak  to  do  anything. 

Not  more  than  L'OO  blankets  have  been  given  the  prisoners  in  Libby  by  the 
rebels.  Were  it  not  for  those  received  from  home  and  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 
Commission  all  would  suffer  very  much. 

Twice  within  the  past  week  the  doors  have  lieen  scrubbed  at  sundown,  and  thus 
through  the  cnld  nights  following,  with  no  fires  to  drive  otf  the  moisture,  officers 
must  lie  on  those  disease-engendering  floors  or  walk  the  rooms  till  morning  brought 
relief  by  l)ringing  the  sunlight.  ih\  two  other  occasions  the  floc^rs  were  scrubbed 
nearly  half  an  hour  before  the  officers  were  ready  to  arise  from  their  sleeping  places. 
And  tlius  in  various  ways  do  the  authorities  seek  to  make  our  condition  not  only 
uiic(m]fiirtal)le.  but  dangerous.  XfU-v  their  arrival  at  the  prison  hospitals  the  sick 
are  not  unkindly  treated,  and  the  rations  given  them  are  a  shade  better  than  those 
issued  in  the  prisons,  but  so  enfeebled  have  they  become  liy  the  privation  of  food, 
and  so  stricken  by  exposure  previous  to  their  admission,  that  the  mortality  ia  great. 
The  uumberof  deaths  among  I'nion  [soldiers]  in  Richmond  and  on  Belle  Isle  together 
has  reached  the  startling  number  of  fifty  in  one  day. 

.A.11  the  prison  hospitals  are  insufficiently  supplieil  with  medicines  for  the  proper 
treatment  of  the  sick.  And  finally  the  members  of  this  committee  individually 
asseverate  that  no  prison  or  penitentiary  ever  seen  by  them  in  a  Xortliern  State 
ef|ualcil.  in  chcerlessncss,  unhealtbiness,  and  paucity  of  rations  issued,  either  of  the 
military  prisons  nf  Richmond,  Va. 
Respectfully, 

DANIEL  MEEKER, 

Siti-fieon,  U.  S.   rnlnntrer^. 
O.  Q.  HERRICK, 
Siirr/eun  Thirtif-fourth  Illinois  Vulnnienrx, 
WM.  M.  HOUSTON, 
,Snriiei>n   Ihir  hundred  mid  twenty-xecond   Ohio  roliiiiteers, 
H.  .1'.   HERRICK, 
Snrqeon  Si'reiitecnth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
.1.  MARCUS  RICE, 
Siir(ieon    Tirenty-fiflh  Maa«achitsett3  Voliinleers, 
.fOHN  T.  LUCK, 
Asaiatant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Xan/, 
AUGUSTINE  A.  MANN, 
Jsxi^titnt  Sinyeon  First  Ixhode  Island  Ctirulrii, 

Committee. 
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On  motion  it  was  voted  to  present  a  copy  of  tlie  proceedings  of  tliia 
meeting  and  of  tlie  committee's  report  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 
On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die.         ^^,^^^^ 

G.  P.  ASHMUN, 
Surijeon  Xineiy-third  Ohio  Vohmteer  Infantry, 

President  of  the  Meeting. 
,J.  McCURDY, 
Sitrneon  Eleventh  Ohio  Vohmteer  Infantry,  Secretary. 


Sanitary  Coimission,  Central  Office, 
244  F  Street,  Wa,sIiui(jton,  D.  C,  Xoverdber  26,  18f>3. 

Colonel  Hoffman, 

Cownismry  General  of  Prisoners,   n  oshnu/ton,  L>.  t.: 
Sir:  Allow  me  to  transmit  to  yon  for  yonr  consideration  a  copy  of 
the  report  made  to  this  office  by  an  inspector  of  the  commission  <!on- 
ceiniiis'  t'le  condition  of  the  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout. 
Eespeiitfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  N.  KNAPP, 

Associate  Secretary. 


Washington,  Xoremher  13,  1863. 
Dr.  .1.  H.  DoT^GLAS, 

Associate  Secretary,  Sanitary  Commission: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  the  central  office  to 
]>rocced  to  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  and  inquire  into  the  condition,  &c., 
of  tlie  rebel  prisoners  there  confined,  also  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
encainpnicnt  and  its  inmates,  I  hereby  submit  the  following  report: 

The  aciominodationshere  were  much  better  than  I  expected  to  find 
them  and  much  more  comfortable,  yet  they  had  by  no  means  the  best 
of  care.  The  hospital  was  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  encamp- 
ment and  was  composed  of  eighteen  hospital  tents,  complete,  arranged 
two  together,  end  to  end,  and  placed  in  two  rows,  a  broad  street  inter- 
vening", with  the  cook  and  dining  tent  on  the  eastern  end  and  facing 
the  street.  In  these  tents  there  were  100  i)atients.  and  all,  with  the 
exception  of  five  or  sis,  were  on  raised  buid<s,  and  all  wore  lying  on 
mattre.-ses  with  at  least  one  blanket  for  covering.  Eight  of  their  own 
men  were  detailed  to  take  care  of  them,  and  although  they  were 
enlisted  men,  yet  six  were  graduates  from  some  medical  school  and  the 
other  two  had  been  students.  Four  were  graduates  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York:  one  of  the  school  at  Xew  Orleans; 
one  from  the  eclectic  school,  Cincinnati,  and  the  other  two  were 
students  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  seceders.  Still,  little  or 
no  attention  did  they  give  to  their  sick  comrades,  and.  except  in  giv- 
ing tlie  necessary  food  and  medicine,  they  scarcely  even  visited  them. 
There  is  either  a  lack  of  sympathy  or  else  indolence  enters  Inrgely  into 
their  composition,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  the  latter,  for,  with 
the  accommodations  at  their  command,  with  good  beds  and  shelter  for 
the  sick,  if  they  had  one  particle  of  i)ride  they  could  render  tlieni  much 
more  comfortable,  especially  as  regards  cleanliness.  As  it  is,  they  are 
in  a  tilthy  condition;  faces  and  hands  apparently  .strangers  to  soap  and 
water  and  hair  seemingly  uncombed  for  weeks.     Xo  attention   was 
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given  to  the  separating  of  different  diseases.  Wounded  and  erysipe- 
las, fever  and  diarrhea,  were  lying  side  by  side.  (The  wounded  were 
two  that  were  shot  while  trying  to  escape;  two  were  killed.)  There 
being  no  stoves  in  the  hospital,  the  men  complain  greatly  of  cold,  and 
I  must  admit  that  for  the  poor  emaciated  creatures  suffering  from 
diarrhea  one  single  blanket  is  not  sufficient;  yet,  as  I  told  them,  they 
had  plenty  of  bricks  and  plenty  of  men;  they  could  build  fireplaces. 
One  tent  only  had  a  board  floor.  Chronic  diarrhea  is  the  most  ]>rev- 
alent  disease,  yet  they  have  mild  cases  of  remittent  fever  and  some 
erysipelas.  Mortality,  none,  for  when  any  cases  assume  a  dangerous 
character  they  are  immediately  removed  to  the  general  hospital,  and 
they  generally  remove  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  day  on  an  average, 
leaving  in  camp  hospital  eighty  sick.  The  dispensary  is  a  poor  apol- 
o.sy  for  one,  having  little  or  nothing  but  a  few  empty  bottles.  Xot  a 
particle  of  oil  or  salts,  in  fact,  a  cathartic  of  no  kind.  About  half  a 
dram  of  opium,  half  pound  of  sulpheth^r,  half  pound  of  simple 
cerate,  and  a  few  other  things  constitute  the  whole  supply.  Here 
also  was  shown  the  want  of  discipline  and  cleanliness;  everything  cov- 
ered with  (lust,  and  what  few  articles  they  had  were  exposed  to  the 
air  and  placed  indiscriminately  along  the  counter  and  in  the  most  per- 
fect confusion:  were  going  to  arrange  the  bottles,  &c.  The  books  were 
extremely  well  kept,  neat  and  cleanly,  and  each  day's  report  was  cop- 
ied in  the  report  book  as  soon  as  returned  from  the  surgeon  in  charge. 
The  rations  are  very  good,  both  in  quantity  and  ([uality;  amply  suf- 
ticient  for  any  sick  num;  but  there  are  exceptional  cases  where  they 
need  someching  more  delicate  than  the  regular  army  ration.  But 
the  majority  are  perfectly  well  satisfied,  and  very  little  complaint  is 
made  in  this  iiarticular.  I  will  here  give  the  (luautities  they  receive  in 
full,  half,  and  low  diet: 

Full  diet:  Dinner — beef  or  pork,  i  ounces;  potatoes,  i  ounces;  hard- 
tack, 3  ounces.  Breakfast  and  tea — coffee  or  tea.  1  pint;  rice,  -  gills; 
molasses,  1  ounce;  hard  tack,  3  ounces.  Half  diet:  Dinner — meat,  2 
ounces:  piitatoes.  3  ounces;  hard  tack,  l' ounces.  Breakfast  and  tea- 
coffee  or  tea,  1  pint;  rice,  1  gill;  molasses,  half  an  ounce;  hard-tack,  2 
ounces.  Low  diet:  Dinner — no  meat:  potatoes,  2  ounces:  hard-tack, 
1  ounce.  Breakfast  and  tea — colTee  or  tea,  1  pint;  rice,  1  gill;  molas- 
ses, half  an  ounce:  hard  t;ick,  1  ounce.  Soup  ;ind  soft  bread  is  also 
given  at  least  oiuc  a  week.  The  cooking  is  done  by  their  own  men,  and 
heartl  no  complaint  in  this  quarter,  except  they  were  poorly  supplied 
with  cooking  utensils  and  were  very  much  in  want  of  tiucaips,  knives, 
and  forks.  The  i^atients  were  re<|uired  generally  to  eat  with  their  fin- 
gers. They  had  a  large  cooking  stove,  but  they  complained  it  was  not 
sufficient  for  their  purpose,  as  it  kept  them  at  work  nearly  all  the  time; 
the  very  reasou  that  it  should  luit  be  changed  or  another  given  them. 
The  cooks"  tent  and  stove  were  dirty  (the  peculiar  characteristic),  and 
the  tent  where  the  nurses  and  attemlants  dined  was  in  the  same  plight, 
although  [  am  glad  to  say  the  table  from  which  they  ate  was  scoured 
and  looked  very  clean,  as  also  the  plates  and  cups.  The  groumls  arouiul 
the  hospital  ha\'e  not.  accordiiig  to  looks,  been  policed  for  a  very  h^ug 
time.  I'ilth  is  gradually  accumulating,  and  the  sinks  are  not  at  all 
thought  of,  reiiniringa  little  extraexertion  to  walk  to  them.  They  void 
their  escrenu'nt  in  the  most  convenient  place  to  them,  regardless  of  the 
comfort  of  others.  The  surgeon  in  charge  of  this  hospital  and  of  the 
whole  rebel  enrampment  is  Doctor  Bunton,  assistant  surgeon  Second 
Xl-w  Ilamiishire  Volunteers,  assisted  by  Doctors  Russell  aiul  Walton, 
acting  assistant  surgeons,  the  latter  gentlemen  having  just  entered 
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upou  their  duties.  I  thiuk  a  great  amount  of  the  misery  experieuced 
in  the  hospital  and  throughout  the  camp  might  be  obviated  if  a  little 
more  energy  was  disphiyed  by  the  surgeon  iu  charge.  Tliere  is' a  lack 
of  system  and  want  of  discipline,  neither  of  which  (with  all  due  respect 
to  the  doctor)  do  i  think  he  is  possessed  of.  The  assistants  saw  what 
was  needed  and  were  determined  to  entirely  renovate  and  change  the 
whole  condition  and  aspect.  If  done,  much  suffering  might  be  Tdlevi- 
ated  and  less  sickness  would  ensue.  It  is  in  the  quarters  that  we  have 
the  most  complaint  and  suft'ering.  Men  of  all  ages  and  classes,  descrip- 
tions and  hues,  withvarious  colored  clothing,  all  huddled  together,  form- 
ing a  motley  crew,  which  to  be  appreciated  must  be  seen,  and  what  the 
pen  fails  to  describe  the  imagination  must  depict; yet  I  will  endeavor 
to  convey  their  exact  condition.  &c.,  and  give  as  accurate  description  as 
possible.  They  are  ragged  and  dirty  and  very  thinly  cla<l;  that  is,  the 
very  great  majority.  Occasionally  you  will  tind  one  the  fortuiuite 
possessor  of  an  overcoat,  either  a  citizen's  or  the  light-blue  ones  used  by 
our  infantry,  and  these  serve  as  coverings  for  the  rags  beneath.  Others, 
again,  are  well  supplied  as  regards  underclothing,  especially  those  who 
are  from  Baltimore,  being  sent  to  tliem  by  friends.  But  the  great 
mass  are  in  a  pitiable  condition,  destitute  of  nearly  everything,  which, 
with  their  filthy  condition,  makes  them  really  objects  of  commisera- 
tion. Some  are  without  shirts,  or  what  were  once  shirts  are  now  hang- 
ing in  shreds  from  their  shoulders.  In  others  the  entire  back  or 
front  will  Ije  gone,  while  again  iu  some  you  will  see  a  futile  at- 
tempt at  patching.  Their  clothing  is  of  all  kinds  and  hues— the  gray, 
butternut,  the  red  of  our  zouaves  and  the  light  and  dark  blue 
of  our  infantry,  all  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  (Jf  their  shelter  there 
can  be  no  possible  complaint,  for  they  all  have  good  tcuts,  such  as  wall, 
hospital,  Sibley,  wedge,  shelter,  hosi)ital,  and  wall  tent  flies.  Majority 
are  iu  the  wedge  tent.  Average  in  a  hospital  tent,  from  l;j  to  IS  men ;  in 
wall  tent,  from  10  to  lli;  iu  shelter  tent,  .'3;  in  Sibley  tent,  from  13  to 
14;  in  wedge  tent,  5;  under  hospital  tly,  10  to  13;  under  wall-tent  tly, 
from  3  to  S.  The  shelter  tents,  only  a  very  few  are  excavated  and 
boarded  at  the  sides,  and  almost  every  tent  throughout  the  camp  has  a 
tircpiace  and  chimney  built  of  brick  made  by  them  from  the  soil  (which 
is  clay)  and  sun  baked.  In  a  few  of  the  Silileys  liolcs  are  dug,  tire 
built,  and  covered  at  the  top.  (Generally  the  tents  are  lillcd  with 
smoke.  Although  they  have  tireplaces  wood  is  not  issued  to  them,  but 
they  are  allowed  to  go  out  in  S(|uads  every  day  and  gather  such  as  may 
be  found  in  the  woods  where  trees  ha\e  been  cut  down,  but  they  are 
not  allowed  to  cut  down  others.  There  are  instances  where  they  have 
completely  dug  around  the  root  of  a  stum])  and  taken  all;  for  it  is 
impossible  in  this  way  for  tiiem  to  get  enough  to  keei>  tlieni  warm,  and 
as  they  are  poorly  supplied  with  blankets  they  must  have  sutfered 
severely  from  the  cohl,  more  so  where  they  are,  for  it  is  a  very  bleak 
place.  On  visiting  the  ([Uarters,  found  them  cniwded  around  a  i\-w 
coals  iu  their  respective  tents,  some  having  good  blankets  thrown 
across  the  shoulders,  others  pieces  of  carpel,  others  a  gum  blanket, 
others  a  piece  of  oilcloth  commonly  used  for  the  covering  of  the  tables. 
(Generally  they  have  one  blanket  to  three  men,  but  a  great  iiuuiy  are 
entirely  without.  A  great  many  of  the  tents  have  been  pitched'over 
old  sinks  lightly  covered.  rom[)luints  have  been  made,  but  nothing 
has  been  done  to  change  them.  The  interior  of  the  tents  are  in  keep- 
ing with  the  inmates,  filthy;  i)ieees  of  cracker,  meat,  ashes,  iS;c.,  strewn 
around  the  tent,  and  in  which  they  will  lie.     In  preference  to  sitting  on 
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a  stool  they  will  sit  upon  the  ground,  and  I  even  beard  their  own  men 
say  that  they  never  saw  such  a  dirty  set  in  their  lives,  fully  convincing 
me  that  it  is  their  element,  and  they  roll  into  it  as  a  hog  will  wallow  iu 
the  mire. 

Concerning  the  rations,  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  complaint  that  they 
did  not  get  enough  to  eat.  They  Avauted  more  meat.  What  they 
did  get  they  spoke  of  in  the  liighest  terms.  On  questioning  some  of 
them  wliich  they  would  prefer  an  increase  of  the  rations  or  blankets, 
all  concluded  that  they  could  get  along  with  the  ration  if  they  could 
get  blankets,  (^n  being  shown  a  ration,  I  do  not  think  they  receive 
half  the  amount  of  meat  they  are  entitled  to,  but  with  the  crackers,  &c., 
given  they  cannot  surter  at  all  from  hunger.  The  ration  to  the  well 
nuui  is,  pork,  3  ounces;  salt  or  beef,  4  ounces;  hard-tack,  10  ounces; 
cottee,  1  pint;  a  day's  ration.  Soup  is  also  given  once  a  week;  potatoes 
and  beans  every  ti\ e  days;  soft  bread  once  a  week,  and  fresh  meat  had 
been  issued  to  them  once  a  week  up  to  two  weeks  ago,  when  from  some 
cause  unable  to  tind  out  it  was  stopped.  Others,  again,  did  not  find 
fault  with  the  ration,  but  the  cooking;  that  it  was  not  done  well,  and 
there  ought  to  be  changes  made,  &c.,  so  visited  the  kitchens  and  din- 
ing-rooms. These  are  in  tlie  northwest  corner  of  the  camp  and  com- 
posed of  six  wooden  buildings,  IGO  feet  in  length,  with  twenty  feet  off 
for  the  kitchen.  (July  five  of  the  buildings  are  in  use.  The  kitchen 
arrangements  are  very  good,  each  one  containing  four  cauldrons,  and 
in  one  five,  each  cauldron  capable  of  containing  from  fifty  to  sixty 
gallons.  Here  tlie  rations  were  cooked,  and  was  told  that  they 
served  the  meat  ration  all  at  dinner,  not  being  enough  to  make  two 
meals,  and  they  were  thus  enabled  to  give  them  one  good  meal  a 
day.  Breakfast  and  supper  they  relied  upon  hard-tack,  tea  or  coft'ee; 
aiul,  as  I  said  before,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  their  starving.  The 
dining  room  contains  three  tables,  and  each  house  feeds  l,5i;9  men, 
5(10  at  a  time.  Seem  to  be  well  supplied  with  all  necessary  articles, 
both  for  kitchen  and"  dining-room.  Will  make  allowance  for  the  condi- 
tion of  the  kitchen,  as  they  were  Just  through  serving  dinner,  and  -were 
making  i)reparations  for  cleauini;-  up.  Yet  there  was  evidence  of  a  want 
of  care  and  cleanliness.  Still.  I  found  them  iu  a  much  better  condition 
than  I  expected.  There  was  such  a  vast  dift'erence  that  1  did  not  notice 
as  much  the  number  of  bones  thrown  from  kitchen  on  the  outside. 
Still,  there  were  some.  The  sick  in  quarters  average  from  100  to  200. 
Prevailing  disease,  scurvy.  Yet  a  great  many  are  troubled  with  the 
diarrhea,  and  as  they  gradually  grow  worse  are  admitted  to  the  hos- 
pital to  be  sent  to  the  general  hospital.  These  men  who  are  sick  in 
([uarters  and  who  are  unable  to  eat  the  ration  given  them  have  instead, 
vinegar,  3  ounces;  ])otatoes,  5;  rice,  1  gill;  molasses,  1  gill  ;  one  day's 
rations.  Each  man  cooks  for  himself.  They  are  troubled  greatly  with 
the  itch,  and  it  is  spreading  throughout  the  camp,  and  until  sulphur 
Wiis  sent  them  by  the  commission  they  had  nothing  for  it.  They  have 
abundance  of  water  in  the  camp,  notwithstanding  several  (if  the 
wells  are  unfit  for  use.  The  waters  of  those  not  in  use  are  strongly 
iiii|)regnated  with  iron  and  will  stain  white  clothing  a  yellow  or  light 
blown.  (Jutsitle  of  these  there  is  an  abundance  of  good  water,  and  no 
excuse  whatever  for  being  otherwise  than  cleanly,  but  th"y  seem  to 
abhor  soap  and  water.  At  least  their  appearance  so  indicates.  A 
gieat  many  are  employing  their  time  in  making  brick  and  have  now  a 
great  quantity  on  hand.  Others  employ  themselves  in  making  rings, 
chains,  seals,  &c.,  from  bone  and  gutta  percha,  and  notwithstanding 
the  complaint  that  they  do  not  get  enough  to  eat,  you  will  find  them  on 
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the  main  street,  which  they  call  The  Change,  gambling  both  for  money 
and  ration.s.    They  have  games  at  cards,  keno,  sweat  cloth  &c     Also 
on  this  street  they  do  their  trading,  hard  tack  for  tobacco  and  tobacco 
for  hard-tiick.     It  is  here  that  you  will  tind  them  in  crowds  sittiii"-or 
kneeling  in  the  dirt,  eagerly  watching  the  diflerent  game's^  and  "see 
them  arise  dissatisfied  at  having  lost  their  day's  rations,  and  wliile 
thus  engaged  they  are  unmindful  of  the  cold.     The  size  of  the  encamp- 
ment is  a  little  over  l,0()O  feet  S(|uare.  or  about  10  acres,  the  whole  sur- 
rounded  by  a  board  fence  twelve  feet  high,  with  a  platform  on  the 
outside  for  the  .sentinel,  sufBciently  high  for  him  to  look  within  the 
iiiclosure.     It  is  within  tliis  that  there  are  confined  about  8,000  pris- 
oners.    With  so  many  men  and  n<)  one  to  take  charge  of  them,  it  is  not 
at  all  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  camp  is  in  any  but  a  desirable  condi- 
tion.    The  siidis,  which  should  have  special  consideration,  especially 
in  a  camp  of  this  size,  and  where  so  many  men   are  congregated,  are 
entirely  neglected,  and  it  is  a  perfect  mystery  that  there  is  not  more 
sickness  than  they  have,  and  God  knows  thev  have  enough,  for  they 
live,  eat,  and  sleep  in   their  own  (ilth.     Sinks  have  been  prepared  for 
them,  but  little  or  no  att.Mition  is  paid  to  them,  unless  they  should  be 
in  close  proximity  when  they  desire  to  answer  the  calls  of  nature.     The 
holes  dug  ill  getting  out  clay  for  bricks  are  used  as  sinks.      You  will 
tiiid  riiein   by  the  side  and  in   front  of   their  tents,  in  various  por- 
tions of  the  encampment,  and  nre  the  receptacles  of  their  filth.     Refuse 
matter  from  the  tents  or  what  not  right  under  their  very  no.ses,  yet 
they  iieed  them  not.      Others,  again,  have  no  particular  place,  but  will 
voul    tiieir   excrement   anywhere   on   the   surface    that   is   most   con- 
venient to    them,  heedless  of  the   convenience  of  others.     Have  no 
drainage  around  the  tents,  but  there  has  been  an  attempt  to  drain  the 
street.^.     Ditches  were  dug,  but  they  are  worse  than  usele.ss,  constantly 
filled  with  water,  and  attbrd  another  place  to  throw  filth.     With  this 
state  of  affairs  and  so  many  men  (by  the  by,  over  1,300  more  came  in 
the  cam])  on  the  afternoou  of  ^STovember  10,  making  nearly  10,000  men) 
the  camp  would  .soon  become  in  an  impassable  condition.     The  men 
them.selves  complain  and  hope  that  some  .severe  punishment,  even  shoot- 
ing, will  l)e  the  penalty  to  any  one  who  will  so  outrage  decency  and  lose 
respect  due  themselves.     Some  of  the  sinks  are  tilled  and  not  been  cov- 
ered and  not  a  particle  of  chloride  of  lime  has  been  used  in  the  encamp- 
ment for  a  long  time.     After  stating  the  above  facts,  giving  the  condi- 
tion of  the  camp  and  its  inmates,  some  might  say  that  it  is  not  our  fault 
that  they  are  in  this  condition.     As  far  as  clothing,  it  is  not;  but  it  is  our 
fault  when  they  neglect  to  enforce  those  sanitary  rules  which  keep  camps 
and  inmates  in  a  cleanly  condition  and  thus  try  to  ]>revent  di.sease.     It 
IS  our  fault  when  the  officer  in  command  tails  'to  i)lace  in  charge  some 
one  of  good  executive  ability,  cai)al)le  of  giving  commands  and  .seeing 
that  they  are  enforced,  one  who  will  have  the  camp  regularly  policed 
and  severely  punish  any  offender  of  the  sanitary  rules,  "it  is  beneficial 
orherwi.se,  for  it  will  give  employment  to  a  certain  number  of  men  every 
day.     As  regards  mcijiciiie  and  clothing,  they  are  sadly  in  want  of  both" 
and  would  suggest  that  the  c(,mmi.ssion  .s.mhI  them,  place  them  in  the 
hand  of  .Mr.  Fain'lnld.  and  I  knowtliey  will  be  jmliciously  distributed. 
I   know  that  they  are  our  enemies,  and  bitter  ones,  and  what  we  give 
them  they  will  u.se  against  us,  but  now  they  are  within  our  power  and 
are  sufiering.     Have  no  doubt  that  to  compare  theirsituation  with  that 
of  our  men  words  would  hardly  be  adc.|uate  to  express  our  indignation. 

1  merely  gave  this  siiggesti. ecaiisc  1  think  vou  would  be  doing  right 

and  that  it  might  prove  beneficial  to  us. 
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Tuesday,  November  10, 1863. 
Visited  and  inspected  the  ditferent  wards,  kitchen,  diuing-rooms  of 
the  Hammoud  General  Hospital,  which  is  now  mostly  occupied  by  the 
rebel  sick,  and  in  charge  of  Anthony  Heger,  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  who 
was  very  kind  and  courteous  toward  me  and  was  glad  that  I  had  come 
to  make  an  official  visit  to  the  hospital.  He,  in  company  with  the  officer 
of  the  day  (Doctor  Bidlack),  visited  with  me  every  ward,  kitchen,  bath- 
room, &c.,  and  showed  me  every  attention  in  their  power.  Doctor 
Heger,  assisted  by  the  following  gentlemen,  W.  H.  Gardner,  U.  S. 
Army,  assistant  surgeon ;  George  McC.  Miller,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  assistant 
surgeon;  C.  S.  Hogeboom,  R.  N.  Wright,  W.  W.  Bidlack,  W.  A.  Harvey, 
George  Johnson,  M.  A.  Booth,  H.  Smith,  T.  Liebold,  William  F.  Bucha- 
nan, J.  Koerper,  and  Judson  Gilman,  acting  assistant  surgeons;  Chap- 
lain Kev.  J.  Spooner;  Chief  Steward  H.  C.  Archibald,  Hospital  Stewards 
J.  P.  Stambaugh,  E.  L.  Wernwag,  and  J.  E.  McGowan.  The  hospital  is 
arranged  like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  and  has  fifteen  wards,  together  with 
one  building  used  as  the  executive  departmeut.  and  coutaining  also  the 
sleeping  apartments  of  the  ditferent  surgeons,  dispensary,  linen-room, 
&c.  The  cai)acity  of  the  hospital,  allowing  900  cubic  feet  per  bed,  is 
1,050  beds  or  70  beds  to  each  ward.  Including  the  convalescent  ward 
and  the  wards  for  erysipelas  and  hospital  gangrene  there  are  about 
1,400  beds.  Ventilation  good,  high  ceilings  and  plenty  of  good  sea  air. 
Xumber  of  patients  at  present  in  the  hospital  is  1,277;  of  these  4:93  are 
Union  men  and  784  rebels.  The  Union  soldiers  are  all  nearly  convales- 
cent, while  the  prevailing  disease  among  the  rebels  is  chronic  diarrhea. 
Of  the  1,208  sick  in  the  hospital  last  week  there  were  46  deaths  or  38.07 
per  cent.,  and  the  mortality  slightly  on  the  increase.  They  receive  on 
an  average  thirty  per  day  from  the  hospital  within  the  encampment 
and  in  the  very  worst  condition.  Some  are  moribund  when  they  arrive 
at  this  hospital.  At  the  post  mortem  examinations  the  doctor  said 
nearly  all  of  those  who  died  of  diarrhea  had  pneumonia.  Did  not  show 
itself  during  life,  probably  from  the  extreme  weak  condition  of  the 
patient.  From  the  1st  of  March  to  the  end  of  September  there  were 
only  twenty  eight  deaths.  Union  soldiers  then  occupied  the  hospitals, 
and  the  sick  report  on  the  last  day  of  July  was  1,192.  The  highest 
number  was  1.330,  but  the  average  for  the  six  mouths  was  1,100.  Dis- 
eases, typhoid  fever,  diarrhea,  and  typhoid  pneumonia.  The  wards 
were  in  very  good  (•oiulitioii,  but  there  was  a  vast  dilference  in  the 
cleanliness  of  those  occupied  by  our  meu;  no  spitting  on  the  tloor  or 
lounging  on  the  beds  with  chjtiies  on,  as  was  seen  amouj;-  the  rebels. 
Could  do  nothing  with  them ;  impose  no  punishment,  for  they  were  too 
weak.  Every  attention  was  paid  them,  and  all  possible  care  to  keep 
the  wards  and  bedding  as  cleanly  as  possible,  in  the  half  and  low 
diet  kitchen  found  the  trays  all  ready  to  convey  the  food  to  the  sick. 
The  rebels  received  the  same  as  our  own  men;  no  distinction  whatever. 
Potatoes,  rice,  cabbage,  sweet  milk,  soft  bread  and  butter,  and  farina  or 
cornstarch  being  pre[)ared  iu  this  kitchen;  had  female  cooks.  The 
full-diet  kitchen  was  l)y  the  side  of  the  dining-room,  with  everything 
complete,  ovens,  boilers,  v^e.  The  dining-room,  capable  of  seating  1,000 
persons,  was  in  si)lenilid  condition,  with  tables,  tloor,  &c.,  in  gooil 
order.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  these  various  apartments, 
but  will  speak  of  the  rations,  which  to  us  now  is  of  more  interest.  It 
was  my  fortune  to  enter  the  dining-room  as  dinner  was  being  placed 
upon  the  table,  and  fouu<l  about  (>  ounces  of  fresh  beef,  boiled;  3  pota- 
toes, 2  thiclc  slices  of  bread,  butter,  1  iiint  of  sou])  with  vegetables,  and 
the  condiments   pepper,  salt,  vinegar,  and  mustard;    and  to  this  the 
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rebels  sat  down  at  the  same  time  and  ia  the  same  room  with  our  own 
men.  What  could  they  wish  more?  And  if  there  was  any  complaint 
at  all  it  ought  to  couio  from  us.  that  they  received  too  much  and  are 
entirely  too  well  treated.  Full  diet:  Breakfast — bread,  s  ounces;  but- 
ter, 1  ounce;  Indian  meal,  boiled,  1!  ounces;  molasses,  0.;!2  of  a  gill. 
Dinner — beef  soup  and  vegetables,  1  pint;  meaf,  10  ounces;  sweet  pota- 
toes, 7  ounces;  bread,  4  ounces.  Supper— coflee,  1  pint;  bread,  ft 
ounces;  cheese,  U  ounces;  butter,  1  ounce.  The  diet  is  changed  every 
day,  when  they  also  receive  cabbage,  tomatoes,  macaroni,  and  on  Sun- 
day have  both  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes,  puddings,  &c.  The  bread 
ration  was  formerly  six  ounces,  but  the  doctor  has  cut  it  down  one 
ounce  breakfast  and  supper  and  two  ounces  dinner.  Uatli,  laundry, 
and  engine  rooms  complete  and  in  good  order.  The  linen  room  and 
liquors  are  in  the  executive  building  and  under  the  charge  of  Sisters  of 
Charity;  well  supplied  with  everything.  In  the  afternoon  visited  the 
smallpox  hospital,  and  is  about  a  (|uarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  encamp- 
ment, among  the  pine  bushes,  under  the  charge  of  l>r.  W.  Broadbent, 
acting  assistant  surgeon.  This  lios))ital  was  opened  two  weeks  ago, 
and  up  to  to-day  have  received  therein  l.!.'!  patients,  during  which  time 
thirty  three  deaths  have  occurred.  The  sick  are  in  wedge  tents,  three 
to  a  tent,  lying  on  straw  on  the  ground,  with  a  blanket  and  a  half  to  a 
man."  Their  ration  is  the  same,  and  bean  soup  is  given  every  day;  to 
those  not  allowed  it,  eotfee  in  its  stead.  The  men  are  much  more  com- 
fortable here  than  in  the  encampment,  and  tho.se  who  are  iu  attendance 
do  not  want  to  go  back.  I  should  also  state  they  occasionally  get  soft 
bread.  No  complaints  at  all;  were  getting  along  as  well  as  they  could 
expect.  Medicines  very  short;  no  cathartics  at  all.  In  connection 
with  the  smallpox  the  majority  have  scurvy  and  scabies,  and  some  are 
in  a  horrid  condition. 

In  the  remarks  that  I  have  made  concerning  the  prisoners  it  is  evi- 
dent that  with  the  facilities  they  now  possess  they  could  be  made  10 
per  cent,  more  comfortable  if  they  had  .some  one  to  counnand  them. 
That  they  are  sufl'ering  from  want  of  clothing  and  covering  is  true. 
Of  their  trea  tment  they  do  not  complain ;  their  ration  they  do  not  deem 
quite  sutlicient;  but  of  their  tilthy  condition  and  habits  more  is  attrib- 
utable to  their  indolence  and  laziness,  and  they  have  the  facilities  at 
their  disposal  to  correct  this  and  they  ought  to  be  made  to  do  it.  Point 
Lookout  and  the  surrounding  country  is  called  the  District  of  Saint 
Mary's,  and  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Oilman  Marston.  The 
troops  are  composed  of  the  Second  and  Twelfth  New  Hamp.shire  Vol- 
unteers, and  a  company  each  from  the  Second  and  Fifth  U.  8.  Cav- 
alry, comprising  in  all  about  700  men.  Infantry  doing  guard  duty;  the 
cavalry  scouting. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  SWALM. 


Office  Commis.sary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Wdxliini/ton,  D.  C,  November  M,  lsr,3. 
Surg.  A.  M.  Clark, 

Actg.  Med.  Insp.  of  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Sir:  Y'ou  will  proceed  immediately  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  with  a 
view  to  consult  with  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  commissioner  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  in  relation  to  making  suitable  provision  on  the 
tlag-of-truce  boat  for  the  reception  of  sick  Federal  prisoners  of  war  who 
may  be  delivered  from  time  to  time  at  City  Point.     Sutlicient  bedding 
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should  always  be  upon  the  boat  when  such  deliveries  are  to  be  made, 
with  a  proper  supply  of  such  food  as  prisoners  in  their  condition 
require,  and  ample  accommodations  for  cooking.  The  boat  should  be 
prepared  to  deliver  them  at  Annapolis  and  notice  should  be  given  to 
Colonel  Waite,  commanding  in  that  city,  of  the  time  of  their  arrival, 
so  that  everything  may  be  prepared  for  their  reception  in  the  general 
hospital  or  the  hospital  at  Camp  Parole.  Submit  to  this  office  a  requi- 
sition for  all  articles  that  may  be  required  to  insure  that  our  returning 
prisoners  on  the  Hag-of-truce  boat  may  be  made  as  comfortable  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners, 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

,  Richmond,  Xorember  2H,  1S63. 
Hia  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  nf  America: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report:* 

The  subject  of  the  exchange  of  jjrisoners  of  war  has  excited  much 
attention  and  has  a  painful  interest  to  our  people  and  our  brave  sol- 
diers whom  the  fortunes  of  war  have  thrown  into  the  hands  of  our 
enemies.  It  was  the  desire  of  this  (iovernment  from  an  early  period 
of  the  war  to  agree  upon  a  fair  and  equitable  system  of  exchanges. 
The  large  preponderance  of  prisoners  beiug  on  our  side  negotiations 
were  opened  and  had  been  nearly  consummated,  the  terms  having  beeu 
agreed  upon  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  his  Government  as 
expressed  by  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  and  under  his 
assurance  of  satisfactory  settlement  a  large  number  of  prisoners  held 
by  us  were  delivered  up.  Some  serious  reverses,  however,  just  then 
befalling  us,  and  large  numbers  of  prisoners  beiug  taken  by  the  enemy, 
they  refused  to  consummate  the  agreement  and  broke  off  the  negotia- 
tion. Their  loss  in  prisoners  in  subseifuent  military  operations,  espe- 
cially in  their  disastrous  defeats  around  this  city,  again  giving  us  the 
preponderance,  a  cartel  of  exchange  was  agreed  on  and  executed. 
Various  efforts  to  obtain  unfair  advantages  by  quibbling  as  to  its 
terms  and  operation  were  nuide  and  its  provisions  violated  by  the 
enemy,  but  the  cartel  was  recognized  as  being  in  force  and  exchanges 
continued  to  be  made.  Our  reverses  in  July  again  gave  them,  as  they 
claim,  a  preponderance  in  tiie  number  of  prisoners,  since  which  time 
they  have  openly  disregarded  its  obligations,  and  have  now  upon  false 
and  tliuisy  pretext  declared  it  to  be  inoperative.  All  exchanges  have 
now  ceased,  with  little  ap[)arcnt  jirospect  of  renewal.  The  exchange 
of  prisoners  was  desired  un  dur  part  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  to  pre- 
vent, in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  war  among  civilized  nations, 
individual  suftering  as  far  as  practicable,  and  all  the  obligations  imposed 
on  us  as  to  the  treatment  n\'  prisoners  and  exchange  by  such  usages 
and  the  cartel  of  exchange  iiave  been  fultilled  on  our  part  with  entire 
and  scrupulous  good  faith,  while  tiie  course  of  our  enemies  has  beeu 
marked  by  perfidy  and  a  disregard  of  their  engagements  and  the  dic- 
tates of  humauity. 

*  For  portiuu  huro  oiuitted  aeo  .Series  IV. 
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The  report  of  Mr.  Oiikl,  our  coinmissioner  of  excliiinge,  which  accom- 
pauies  this,  will  fully  explain  the  present  position  of  this  interesting 
subject.* 

*  »♦**»# 

Kespectfiilly  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOX, 

Srcretiinj  af  W'tr. 


HEADytTARTERS   TkANS-MISSISSIPPI    DEPARTMENT, 

Shrevepiirt,  La.,  Xorember  :.'i:,  isijri. 
Ma;jor  SzYMA^SKi: 

Major:  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to 
state  that  you  will  liud  inclosed  a  letter  to  Major-deueral  MclMitMson, 
commanding  the  Federal  forces  at  Vicksburg,  to  which  your  attention 
is  called.  This  letter  is  written  in  order  to  facilitate  an  understanding 
between  yourself  and  the  Federal  authorities  on  the  subject  of  an 
exchange  of  prisoners.  Should  the  inclosed  proposition  be  acceded 
to  you  have  full  authority  to  act  in  the  matter,  and  in  that  view,  before 
leaving  you  had  better  consult  fully  with  Major(ieneral  Taylor.  As 
it  appears  from  newspai)ers  that  the  cartel  is  no  longer  operative,  you 
can  use  your  own  judgment  as  to  whether  it  would  be  best  to  take  the 
prisoners  with  y(ju  or  to  make  your  visit  and  see  what  arrangements 
can  be  made  on  the  subject,  and  if  necessary  take  them  afterward. 
The  prisoners  from  the  Harriet  Laue  have  been  sent  to  Monroe,  and  as 
they  have  been  already  exchanged  will  be  sent  forward  to  N'icksburg. 
A  receipt  for  them  as  exchanged  should  be  obtained. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  S.  WEST, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

lluclosure.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Skrereport,  La.,  yore)iiber  l'H,  lsfj:j. 

Maj.  Gen.  JAiiES  B.  McPiieuson. 

Commanding  Federal  Forces  in  District  <>/  Mis\issippi : 
General:  The  cartel  being  no  longer  operative  between  the  two 
Governments,  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  is  left  to  be 
determined  in  each  instance  by  agreement  between  the  two  commanders 
of  the  respective  armies  opposed  to  each  other. 

I  have  now  about  L'.OOd  iirisoners,  and  propose  to  exchange  them  with 
you  for  a  like  number,  man  for  man,  at  such  jioint  or  jioints  as  may  be 
agreed  upon.  A  prisoner  of  war  is  necessarily  subject  to  hardships, 
iiu;oiiveniences,  and  restraints.  Humanity  directs  that  these  evils  should 
be  lessened  as  much  as  possible  and  that  the  time  of  their  restraint 
sliould  not  be  unnecessarily  prolonged.  For  these  reasons  1  make  the 
above  proposition  to  you.  Should  y<ni  accede  to  it,  Major  Szymanski, 
who  bears  this,  is  fully  authorized  to  nuike  the  necessary  arrangements. 
Should  you  not  f(,'el  yourself  empowered  to  make  th(>  agreement,  you 
are  reijuested  to  forward  it  for  hnal  action  to  the  proijcr  auth(Hitics. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIKBV    S.MITU. 
Lieutenant- General,  Comd(j.  Trans- Mississippi  Department. 

•  ProhaMy  that  ot'  Dei.euiljLT  .',.  \\.  i;.'.!. 
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Baltimore,  Md.,  November  27,  1863— 12.40  p.  m. 
Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States: 
As  tlie  judse.s  of  election  in  Annapolis  have  been  threatened  for  carry- 
ing out  Order  Xo.  5.'3,  which  was  done  fairly  and  prudently,  General 
Schenck  ordered  the  arrest  of  persons  who,  on  ottering  to  vote,  declined 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  as  a  precautionary  measure  of  j)rotectioii 
to  the  judges.  Of  these  parties  arrested  all  have  given  their  parole 
except  ex-Governor  Pratt  and  Colonel  Nicholson,  who  refuse.  As  Gen- 
eral Schenck  is  absent,  and  I  understand  the  Hon.  Montgomery  Blair 
has  applied  to  Your  Excellency,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  case 
to  your  better  Judgment.  The  parole  which  ex-Governor  Pratt  declines 
to  sign  is  as  follows: 

Pai-oli'. — The  iiDdcrsiirned,  citizens  oftbn  United  States  aud  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
laud,  havini;  declined,  at  Tlie  late  cleetii>n  in  that  State,  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
gianoe  to  the  United  vStates,  as  preseribed  liy  Oeneral  Orilers,  No.  53,  current  series, 
of  the  Middle  Department,  and  beintr,  for  that  reason,  suspected  by  the  military 
authorities  as  intending;  to  declare  our  disloyalty  to  the  United  States,  %ve  do  now, 
tlierefore,  pledge  ourselves,  on  our  sacred  honor,  that  no  such  disloyalty  to  the 
Constitution  an<l  Government  was  felt  or  designed  by  us,  and  in  assurance  thereof 
we  do  now,  therefore,  give  to  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenck,  commanding  this 
department,  our  solemn  pledge  and  parole  that  we  recognize  our  obligation,  as 
good  aud  faithful  citizens,  to  support,  protect,  aud  defend  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or  foreign, 
and  to  bear  true  allegiance,  faith,  anil  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion, or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  State  Legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; that  we  will  at  all  times  yield  a  hearty  and  willing  obedience  to  the  said 
Constitution  and  Government  amd  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  do  any  act  in 
hostility  to  the  same,  either  by  taking  up  arms  against  them  or  aiding,  abetting,  or 
countenancing  those  in  arms  against  them;  that  without  permission  from  the  lawful 
authority  we  will  have  no  communication,  contraband  of  war,  direct  or  indirect, 
with  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  or  with  either  of  them,  or 
■with  any  person  or  persons  within  said  insurrectionary  States;  and  that  we  will  in 
all  things  deport  ourselves  as  good  and  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

DONX  PIATT, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  T).  C,  yorember  37,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir:  It  will  adtl  greatly  to  the  power  of  the  guards  at  the  several 
prison  camps  if  they  can  be  in  part  armed  with  revolvers.  A  sentinel 
on  post  with  his  musket  can  only  give  one  shot  in  case  of  an  attack 
upon  hiui,  but  if  armed  with  a  revolver  it  gives  him  the  strength  of 
two  or  three  men  without  such  arms.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to 
recommend  that  iOO  revolvers,  with  accouterments  complete,  and 
I!.;, 000  rounds  of  ammunition  be  sent  to  each  of  the  following-named 
places,  viz:  Caiap  Chase,  near  Columbus,  commanded  by  Col.  William 
Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Camp  Douglas,  near  Chi- 
cago, commanded  by  Col.  C.  V.  De  Land,  Michigan  sharpshooters; 
Camji  Morton,  near  Indianapolis,  commanded  by  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens, 
Invalid  Corps;  depot  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  commanded  by  Col.  R.  H. 
Rush,  Invalid  Corps;  depot  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston,  and  'JOO  revolvers,  with  equipments  complete, 
and  10,00(t  rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  depot  on  Johnson's  Island, 
near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Piersou,  Hoff- 
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man's  Battalion.    Tbese  will  furnish  enough  to  arm  the  daily  guards, 
non-rommissioned  officers,  and  select  men. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  In/antrt/  and  C«mmiiisury-(hnernl  of  Prisoners. 


Washingtiin,  I>.  C.  November  i'7,  1st!:-!. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

Commandinf/  Ihpot  Prisoners  nf  War,  Point  Loobnit,  Md.: 
C.ENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  coiisidera- 
tiou  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  au  iuspecting  officer  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission  who  recently  visited  tlie  jtrisouers  of  war  at  Point  Look- 
out.* 1  do  not  know  by  what  authority  the  iiispet^tion  was  made,  but 
we  may  take  advantage  of  the  information  it  gives  to  correct  some 
omissions  whicli  it  points  out  and  some  errors  which  1  tliinlc  the 
inspector  has  fallen  into.  From  the  report  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
great  want  of  clothing  among  many  of  the  prisoners.  Though  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  War  Department  to  jtrovide  as  little  clothing  for  them 
as  possible,  it  does  not  wisli  them  to  be  left  in  the  very  destitute  c(ni- 
dition  which  this  report  represents.  1  beg  to  call  your  attentioTi  to 
this  subject,  and  if,  in  your  Judgment,  the  clothing  is  needed  please 
have  the  necessary  estimates  prejiared  and  sent  in.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  inferior  clothing  on  haixl,  and  the  f)epartment  would 
l)rerer  to  issue  it  rather  than  it  should  be  contributed  by  sympathizers. 
The  amount  of  the  ration  which  the  report  gives  I  am  sure  is  erroneous 
in  every  particular,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  set  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion right  in  this  particular.  The  various  nnitters  which  are  mentioned 
in  reference  to  police,  the  condition  of  the  sinks,  \c.,  are  worthy  of 
attention.     Please  return  the  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary ■ijeHernl  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  df  Prisoners, 

Washinijton,  IK  ('..  yorewlier  :.'7.  Jsn:!. 
Col.  <.\  Thomas, 

Acting  Quartermaster- General,  Washinf/ton,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
in  transferring  prisoners  of  war  from  place  to  i)laee  on  railroads  the 
arrangements  are  often  so  carelessly  made  or  so  badly  carried  out  that 
much  delay  and  much  embarrassment  are  experienced  and  numerous 
escapes  occur  in  consequence.  Recently,  when  about  ITjO  rebel  otiicers 
were  to  leave  the  city,  arraugemeiits  were  made  tor  them  to  take  the 
6.30  train,  but  on  their  reaching  the  depot  there  were  no  cars  to  receive 
them,  and  they  were  in  consequence  obliged  to  return  to  the  (Jhl  Capi- 
tol to  wait  for  another  train.  On  the  5th  instant  sixty  prisoners  were 
put  on  two  freight  cars  of  a  freight  train  at  Louisville  at  8  p.  m.  to  go 
to  Indianapolis.  No  lights  were  put  in  the  cars,  and  it  was,  of  course, 
impossible  that  the  guard  ('ould  see  prisoners  in  their  charge.  P>y  an 
accident  the  train  was  delayed  three  hours,  and  during  this  time,  or 
somewhere  on  the  route,  three  jtrisoners  escaped.  The  journey,  though 
a  short  one,  was  not  completed  till  -  p.  m.  the  following  day.  Other 
cases  have  been  reported   to  me,  the  particulars  of  which  I  cannot 

"  See  Knaini  to  llcillniaii.  .NUvfiiiiitT  L'O,  p.  ')~5. 
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recite.  I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  request  you  will  direct  the 
quartermasters  at  places  from  which  prisoners  are  most  frequently 
sent  to  require  in  their  contracts  for  trausportation  tliat  suitable  cars 
be  furnished,  provided  with  lights  for  night  travel;  that  the  time  in 
which  the  journey  is  to  be  made  may  be  stipulated,  and  that  a  vessel 
of  water  of  proper  size  be  placed  in  each  car  wliere  the  number  of  pris- 
oners is  sufliciently  large  to  require  one  or  more  cars.  The  following 
are  places  from  which  prisoners  are  most  frequently  forwarded  by  rail: 
Washington;  Baltimore;  Camp  Chase,  Goluiubus,  Ohio;  Sandusky, 
Ohio;  Cin('inniiti,  Ohio;  Louisville,  Ky.;  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.;  Camp  Doaghis,  Chicago.  111.;  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  111.; 
Alton,  111.:  Rock  Island,  111.;  Cairo,  111.:  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  hoffma:n', 

ColiDu!    Third  Infantrij  nitd   Commhn(iry-Gi:nfral  of  I'riaoners. 


Office  CuhmissauyGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Waskiui/ton,  1>.  C,,  Xovcmber  iT,  1S63. 
F.  X.   Knafp,  Esq., 

As.suciute  tSfcreiarif  fSanitary  Commission, 

211  F  titreet,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  yesterday,  and  with  it  the  interesting  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
prisoners  at  Point  Lookout  by  a  member  of  the  commission,  for  which 
permit  me  to  return  you  my  thanks.  In  reply  to  your  request  that  a  per- 
mit may  be  granted  to  Doctor  McDonald  to  visit  the  prison  camps  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection,  I  beg  to  say  that  medical  inspectors  of  the  army 
make  fre(|uent  insiiections  of  the  camps  referred  to,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  thought  necessary  to  impose  this  labor  on  the  Sanitary  Commission. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-Gtneral  of  Prisoners. 


War  Departjient, 
Washington  City,  Xovember  27,  1803. 
Lieut.  .Jacob  Parrott, 

Company  K,  Thirty-third  liegt.  Ohio  Vols.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  yourself  and  Lieut.  Daniel  A.  Dorsey, 
stating  that  Lieuts.  F.  11.  Mason  and  .John  It.  Porter,  Twenty-first 
Ohio  Volunteers,  who  belonged  to  Ceneral  Mitchel's  bridge-burning 
party,  were  recajjtured  by  the  rebels  at  Chickamauga,  and  that  the 
former  is  again  detained  as  a  spy,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to 
say  that  your  communication  has  been  referred  to  the  commissioner  for 
the  exchange  of  iirisoiiers,  whose  attention  has  been  specially  invited 
to  the  cases  of  Lieutenants  Mason  and  Porter. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  November  27,  lii03. 

CoL   E.   D.   TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  C  S.  Army: 
Sir:  I  arrived  in  this  city  yesterday  after  an  imprisonment  of  nearly 
five  iimnths  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in    Jjibby  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.,  and 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION    AND    CONFEDERATE.        587 

take  this  early  opportunity  of  preferring  cliarges  against  the  witiiin- 
narued  men  now  acting  as  attendants  in  the  prison.  They  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy,  thinking 
they  would  be  permitted  to  remain  South,  which  they  will  not  be 
allowed  to  do,  as  they  will  be  sent  within  our  lines  as  soon  as  exchanges 
are  resumed.  As  attendants  in  the  prison  they  have  considerable 
authority  over  the  prisoners,  wliich  they  exercise  in  the  most  shameful 
manner,  beating  them  over  the  head  witli  clubs,  stealing  from  them 
their  money,  clothing,  \'c.  These  facts  I  can  prove  as  soon  as  an  exchange 
takes  place  by  otlicers  now  eoutined  in  Itichmond.  I  would  resiiectfully 
request  that  these  men  may  be  arrested  the  moment  they  arrive  within 

our  lines.     Their  names  are Keller,  Seventy-fourth  Xew  York  \'iil 

unteers;  Grube, (irube  (brothers).  Seventy-fourth  Xew  York 

Volunteers:  Vt.  B.  (ranett.  Buttery  B,  First  Xew  Vurk  Artillery; 

Everard  (a  Frenchman,  tall,  haiulsome  iiuui),  L'()mi>aiiy  B,  Fifty-second 

Xew  Y'ork  Volunteers;  Blass  (a  Spaniard),  Second  Xew  Y'cjrk  I'ire 

Zouaves;  Castagno  (a   Spaniard),  deserter  from  the  Fourth  Xew 

York  Cavalry,  now  in  the  One  liundred  and  fourth  Xew  York 
Volunteers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ALLSTOX  W.   WHITXEY, 
Sunjeon  Thirternth  Mas.'>achu>iettti   \'ijliintfers. 

[First  iiiilorsoiiieiit.l 

AD.TUTANT-CrENERAL'.S  OFFICE,   December  :jt:,  1S63. 
Respectfully  referred   to  Colonel  lloffman,  who  will  i)robably  know 
when  tiiese  men  are  released,  and  that  he  may  take  measures  to  have 
th(!ni  l)rought  to  trial. 

E.  D.  TOWXSEXl), 
^la.si.std  It  t  Adjii  tn  nt-  Genera  I. 


Headqcarters  of  the  Arjiv, 

Wa.shiiKjton,  l>.  (J.,  Xorcniber  iV,  If^lJS. 
Major-General  Thomas,  Cliattanooiju: 

Vicksburg  pris(uiers  reca(itured  will  not  be  exchanned  without  further 
orders.     They  will  be  sent  to  depots  the  same  as  other  i)risoners. 

U.   W.   IIALLECK. 

(hnernl-in-Chief. 

(Copy  to  Colonel  lldtiman,  Commissary-C-eueral  of  Prisoners.) 


^Medk.'al   Director's  (»ffic:e, 

luehlllOllll,    Xiircllllx  I      ■.',',    />';'.j'. 

Ceneral  J.  H.  Winder,  Rielimoml.   \'ii.: 

Sir:  In  re[ily  to  your  inquiry  as  to  eauses  of  the  mortality  among 
the  Federal  prisoners,  I  have  the  houor  to  state  that  1  have  inspected 
the  i)rison  hospital  and  the  camp  at  Belle  Isle.  In  regard  to  the  lirst, 
1  tind  that  the  patients  have  ouly  half  of  the  room  allowed  to  Ccuifed- 
erate  soldiers  in  hosiiital.  Otherwise  they  are  on  the  same  footing, 
the  medicines,  medical  attendance,  and  provisions  being  the  same  as  in 
C.  S.  hospitals  and  as  good  as  can  be  procured.  1  haveolfered  the  use 
of  Confederate  hospitals  which  have  been  pronounced  unlit  ou  account 
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of  the  difficulty  in  guardiDg  them,  and  requisition  has  been  made  sev- 
eral days  since  for  two  other  factories  to  be  turned  over  as  hospitals 
for  Federal  prisoners.  The  camp  at  Belle  Isle  is  as  well  managed  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances,  but  I  think  that  here  may  be  found 
most  of  the  causes  of  the  severity  and  frequency  of  the  sickness.  The 
men  are  too  much  crowded.  They  have  not  sufficient  quantity  of 
blankets  nor  Huf6cient  fuel  supplied.  They  sleep  on  the  ground  and 
are  exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  temperature  incideut  to  our 
climate,  increased  by  the  position  and  the  winds  blowing  over  the 
water.  An  additional  cause  of  disease  is  want  of  discipline  and 
authority,  no  officer  being  with  the  men  to  enforce  attendance  on  the 
side,  who  are  despoiled  of  their  rations  by  those  stronger.  Another 
class  of  causes  is  the  depressing  moral  intiuence  prisoners  labor  under, 
especially  noticeable  since  they  have  been  told  that  tliere  is  no  hope  of 
exchange.  They  die  from  slight  diseases,  having  lost  all  hope.  When 
removed  to  hospitals,  where  they  are  properly  attended  to,  they  gen- 
erally react  and  liecome  much  better.  Those  who  die  are  those  who 
are  too  much  depressed  to  react,  and  die  within  a  short  time  after 
entering  tlie  hosi)ital.  I  recommend  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
men  be  removed  from  the  island  and  placed  in  the  factories  in  Ricli- 
mond,  Farmville,  Lynchburg,  and  Danville,  or  that  steps  be  taken  to 
send  them  to  a  more  southern  climate.  I  call  attention  to  the  requisi- 
tions forwarded  for  increased  hospital  accommodation  and  the  inclosed 
report"  of  the  number  of  sick  each  day  and  the  number  of  deaths, 
showing  that  with  an  average  of  1,-00  in  hospitals,  there  has  been  a 
mortality  <tf  about  ten  per  diem  since  Xovember  1.  I  liave  placed  in 
charge  of  these  sick  Surg.  Jolm  Wilkins  and  twenty-two  assistant  sur- 
geons, who  are  selected  as  the  most  competent  of  the  medical  staff  in 
tlie  department  under  your  authority, 
■^'ery  respectfully, 

w:\[.  A.  garrixCtTon, 

Mcdieid  Director. 


Con'MT?T'S.  Ohio,  Xoremher  28,  ls63. 

(Received  2.1.3  p.  m.) 
Ibm.  E.  ,A[.  Stanton,  Secretary  a/  War: 

1  regret  to  announce  the  escape  of  .Tohn  Morgan  and  five  others  from 
the  penitentiary  last  uiglit.  Tlicy  dug  out  under  the  walls.  I  cannot 
charge  any  one  in  the  military  service  with  negligence.  The  warden 
and  his  guards  are  alone  to  blame.  Shall  take  all  measures  to  recap- 
ture liim.  Have  instructed  the  commander  of  this  place  to  offer  a 
reward  of  $1,000,  which  I  hope  you  will  approve. 

DAVID  TOD. 


Wae  Department, 
Washington    Citij,  Xoremher  28,186.') — 2.25  p.  m. 
Ills  i*:xcellency  David  Tod, 

(rorernor  of  Ohio,  Columliua,  Ohio: 
The  offer  of  reward  is  ap|)roved,  and  you  are  authorized  to  take  every 
measure  that  you  deem  likely  to  increase  the  chances  of  recapturing 
Morgan. 

P.  H.  WATSOX, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

"Xot  loiuul. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        589 

War  Depaetment, 
Washington  City,  Xovember  ;J8,  1H63. 
His  Excellency  David  Tod, 

Governor  of  Ohio,  Columhun,  Ohio: 
Please  ascertain  whether  Morgan  has  been  permitted  to  see  or  cor- 
resDOud  with  any  person;  and  it  so,  by  whose  authority. 

I',  n.  WATSON, 
Acting  Secrvtary  of  War. 


Columbus,  Xorentlur  28,  iso'l — 12.30  p.  m. 
Col.  William  Hoffman: 

General  John  Morj;au  and  six  other  rebel  otlieers  escaped  trom  the 
lieriitentiary  hist  ui.uht  by  cuttiui;-  through  the  stone  pavement  ot  their 
cells  and  burrowini;-  nnder  the  .sewer  walls  immediately  below  their  cells. 
We  have  taken  every  possible  means  for  their  arrest. 

w:\[.  WALLACE, 
Colonel  Fifteenth.   Ohio    Volunteer  Infantry. 


(Chattanooga,  Tenx.,  Xoremher  28,  i8fio — in.m  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  W^   IJalleck,  (Jeneridin-Chief: 

There  are  many  prisoners  here.  To  send  them  North  will  be  expen- 
sive in  transiiortation,  warm  clothiuj:',  and  food  antl  shelter.  Does  the 
|)res«"nt  state  ot  the  contest  permit  works  at  Chattanooga  and  Bridge- 
port, where  they  can  be  very  useful  in  building  bridges.  rei>airiug  rail- 
roads which  they  have  destroyed,  and  in  handling  stores,  forage,  and 
subsistence  and  transferring  them  to  steamers  ? 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
(JuKrterma.stcr-deneral. 


IIEADmUAKTERS    DEIVVUTMENT    Of    THE    (rULF, 

\e/c   Orlcaii.'i.  Xiiremlier  ;'^',  isii.;. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  LJ.  Fuanklin,  Xeic  Iheria: 

General:  Your  dispatch  concerning  (General  Taylor's  proposition 
to  exchange  prisoners  received.  If  General  Taylor  means  that  he  will 
exchange  all  the  i)risoners  in  his  hanils,  w  ithout  making  any  distinction 
as  to  the  corps  to  which  they  belong,  you  ought  to  assent  to  the  propo- 
sition and  tix  ujion  a  coiiviMiient  point  of  delivery. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

('HAS.    I'.  S1-()NE. 
lii-i<t<idi>,(n  iirral   iinil   Ohief  of  St, iff'. 


\"i;UMILIiiN\  li.LE,    L,V.,    yiirciitlur    .'s,    />'../. 
CdMIKJ.    Ol'FirEH    EkDEKAL    FiiiiL'ES    (iN    THE    TEiUE: 

Sill:  [  am  instructed  \>y  Maioriicneral  Taylor,  coiumanding,  to  open 
communication  at  once  with  you  ou  the  •■subject  of  the  exchange  of 
pris((ners,"  stating  that  we  have  ••on  hand  smcral  limidrcd  prisoners, 
all  of  whom  are  without  blankets  and  many  without  shoes  and  inditfer- 
I'litly  supi)lied  with  clothing,  and  whose  sutferings  this  winter  it  will  be 
impossible  tor  us  to  alleviate.  You  will  use  every  exertion  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  your  jxisition  to  perfect  some  arrangement,  and 
in  the  event  of  succcns  will  cxcliaui;c  iiniuciliatelv,  man  for  inau.'Wc. 
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In  accordance  with  the  above  order  I  therefore  propose  an  immediate 
exchange  of  prisoners,  or  the  opening  of  negotiations  for  that  purpose, 
authorized  by  the  cartel  now  in  force,  authorizing  commanders  in  the 
Held  to  enter  into  such  negotiation.  I  send  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
Wells,  of  my  staff,  charged  with  full  authority  in  the  premises. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  GREEN, 
Brif/adier- General,  Commanding  First  Division  Cavalry. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmimd,  Va.,  November  l^8,  lS<i3. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Af/ent  <>/  Exchange: 

Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  that  Private  Joliu  H.  Maynadier,  First 
Virginia  Cavalry,  has  been  condemned  to  death,  and  that  the  sentence 
was  to  have  been  carried  into  effect  on  the  -5th  instant,  but  that  the 
time  has  been  extended.  I  am  very  well  satistied  from  the  repre- 
sentations of  his  companion  that  young  Maynadier  was  no  spy.  There 
may  be  (circumstances  suspicions  in  his  case  which  a  full  knowledge  of 
all  the  facts  would  entirely  remove.  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  inform  me  of  his  present  condition  and  what  further  ]iroceedings 
are  contemplated  in  his  case.  If  it  will  be  allowed  I  would  like  to 
present  some  f  icts  which  I  tliink  would  satisfy  your  authorities  that 
the  young  man  was  not  a  spy. 

Eespectfully,  &c.,  K<>.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


Washington  City.  I).  C.  Xoiemher  ^w,  If^ftS. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Coinmisxioner  for  the  Excliange  of  Prisoners  : 

Sir:  I  have  read  the  copy  yon  forwarded  of  Mr.  Quid's  communica- 
tion of  the  -'1st  instant,  in  which  I  i)erceive  Mr.  Ould  thinks  I  misappre- 
hended his  purpose  in  forwarding  tiie  •'  tabular  statement"'  of  alleged 
valid  jiaroles,  made  chietly  in  the  West  and  South.  I  supposed  that  the 
tabular  statement  was  sent  to  you  in  explanation  of  the  large  number 
of  piisoners  declared  exchanged  by  Mr.  Ould,  the  propriety  of  which 
has  been  very  properly  ([uestioned  by  you. 

If  that  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  statement  I  regret  that  it  fell 
under  my  notice.  If  Mr.  <Juld  wishes  either  to  present  another  "  state- 
ment"'  or  to  furnish  <letailed  explanations  of  tluit  already  before  us  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  ('onsider  the  jioints  he  nmy  raise  when  he  jire- 
sents  them.  In  the  meantime  I  think  it  necessary  to  observe  that 
neither  Mr.  Ould,  yourself,  nor  myself,  have  powers  outside  of  tiie 
caitel  except  those  iilamly  necessary  for  the  execution  of  its  provis- 
ions; but  in  this  connertion  I  must  aflirm  that  the  tirst  shock  given  to 
the  free  and  continued  execution  of  the  i>r()visions  of  the  cartel  came 
from  Mr.  Davis  in  his  •'  message"'  of  the  ll'th  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  in  which  he  declares  liis  purpose  of  delivering  to  the  several 
State  autlKjrities  South  all  commissioned  ofdcers  of  the  Federal  Army 
who  might  be  captured,  to  be  tried  under  State  laws  for  the  crime  of 
exeiting  servile  insurrection.  This  stands  yet  as  the  avowed  purpose 
of  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  States  engaged  iti  the  rebellion. 
It  has  not  been  annulled  in  any  foini  whatevijr,  nor  has  the  act  of  the 
Southern  Congress  in  support  of  ^Ir.  Davis'  views  been  in  any  manner 
re[)caled  or  disavowed. 
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Without  looking  any  further  I  .ippeal  to  this  as  a  full  justification 
of  the  Federal  Commander  in-Chief  in  suspending  the  operations  of 
that  portion  of  article  4  of  the  cartel  which  requires  "  all  prisoners  of 
war  to  be  discharged  on  parole  in  ten  days  after  tiieir  cai)ture,"  it 
being  Tnanifest  that  the  authorities  .South  could  not  parole  prisoners 
according  to  the  cartel  and  carry  out  their  declared  purpose  of  deliv- 
ering the  otticers  over  to  State  authorities  to  be  tried  as  criminals 
under  State  laws. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  reason  why  the  declared  purpose  of 
Mr.  Davis  has  not  l)een  extensively  carried  into  eliect,  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  that  pur]iose,  sanctioned  as  we  know  it  to  have  been,  is  a 
sutticient  reason  on  our  part  for  not  delivering  jirisoners  on  parole, 
particularly  as  tiiere  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  piirpose  of 
iVlr.  Davis  has  only  been  arrested  by  the  fact  that  by  the  fortune  of 
war  we  had  in  our  hands  more  iirisoners  than  were  held  in  the  Smitii. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  treatment  of  colored  troops,  which  make 
an  integral  portion  of  the  Federal  Army,  when  captured  iu  the  South, 
is  too  well  known  to  j)erinit  us  for  one  moment  to  sujijiose,  in  the  jiresent 
state  of  things,  that  there  is  any  design  in  tlie  South  to  treat  that  class 
of  troops  according  to  the  laws  of  war  as  ajjplicable  to  other  troo|)s  of 
the  Federal  Army,  and  until  the  Southern  authorities  make  some  <lis- 
tinct  declaration  of  a  purjwse  to  treat  colored  troops  and  their  officers 
in  the  eniployment  of  the  I'nited  States  Covernment  in  all  respects 
according  to  the  laws  of  war  as  applicable  to  other  tro<)iis  we  can- 
not recede  from  the  jiosition  taken  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  above 
referred  to. 

The  wistloni  and  the  necessity  of  existing  orders  on  this  subject  will 
sufficiently  defend  the  measure,  in  view  of  the  threats  and  the  j^ractices 
of  the  South  whicli  only  iieeil  to  be  known  to  justify  the  measure. 

It  is  very  well  known  that  Cohuiel  Ludlow  made  these  subjects  the 
freriuent  topic  of  conversation  with  .Mr.  (Juld  without  pro<lucing  any 
im])ression  on  Mr.  Ould  tending  to  the  point  of  inducing  a  declaration 
l)y  authority  from  the  South  that  all  ol'ticers  of  the  Federal  Army,  as 
McU  as  enlisted  men.  shall  receive  when  captured  the  treatment  due  to 
])risoners  of  war,  with  the  express  declaration  that  colored  troops,  both 
officers  and  men,  shall  receive  similar  treatment. 

You  will  please  communicate  these  views  to  .Mr.  Oulil,  with  a  re(iuest 
that  he  will  lay  them  before  iiis  (io\ernment. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 
Miijor  (rfiifnil  (1)1(1   ('oiiniiissiiinec  Jar   E.rclidnijf. 

{Copy  furnished  l)y  .Meredith  to  Ould.) 


Ol''FI(']'',    (.'oMMISSIdNKR    I'lili    I'ACHANUP;, 

Foitns.s   Moni-cc.    Va..  Xorcmhtr    .'N,   /v,,;. 
Col.  VViLLiAM  Hoffman, 

('oiiimis.sdrif-dciK'rdl  af  rrisdncrs.    ]\'(i.shin(/t(iii.  />.  ('.: 
(JOLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copy  of  Mr.  Ould's 
declaratiou  of  exchange  of  .luly  1.!.  l.sti.;.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Briga/liei -General  and  Coiiimiaxioner  for  ExchaiK/c 

-  See  p.  11,3. 
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Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  November  28, 1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  ia  accordance  with  your 
order  of  the  26th  instant  I  have  this  day  had  an  interview  with  Bri^. 
Gen.  S.  A.  3Ieredith,  commissioner  for  exchange,  in  relation  to  making 
suitable  provision  on  the  tiag-of-truco  boat  for  the  reception  of  sick 
Federal  paroled  prisoners  of  war  who  may  be  delivered  from  time  to 
time  at  City  Point.  General  Meredith  stated  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  additional  provision  being  necessary  on  board  the  boat,  but  referred 
me  to  -Major  Mulford,  in  charge  of  the  flag  of  truce.  He  states  that 
the  boat,  being  under  the  control  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
is  liable  at  any  time  to  be  taken  from  him  for  other  uses,  and  has  several 
times  been  so  taken  to  transport  troops,  negroes,  &c.,  and  when 
returned  is  usually  in  a  most  filthy  condition.  Unless  this  can  be 
obviated  and  the  boat  placed  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  commis- 
sioner for  exchange  there  would  be  no  use  in  jjroviding  more  extensive 
hospital  appliances  than  are  absolutely  necessary,  for  when  the  boat  is 
taken  for  other  purposes  they  would  either  have  to  be  removed  or  be  in 
danger  of  injury  or  destruction.  The  boat  at  the  time  of  my  visit  was 
about  to  leave  the  fort  for  City  Point  with  a  (juantity  of  stores  from  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  &c.,  for  the  prisoners.  I  requested  permission 
of  General  ^leredith  to  make  the  trip  to  City  Point  on  her  that  I  might 
have  time  to  make  a  thorough  iuspection,  and  thus  insure  a  full  and 
just  report.  This  he  refused  to  give,  stating  that  his  instructions  were 
to  permit  no  one  on  board  without  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  endeavored  to  telegraph  to  the  War  Departmeut  for  such  order,  but 
was  unable  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  telegraph  notbeing  in  working  order. 

From  the  hasty  survey  which  I  was  able  to  make  of  the  boat  I  have 
to  report  as  follows;  The  flag  of-truce  boat  New  York  has  apparently 
capacity  for  transporting  1,000  to  1,200  men.  (I  was  unable  to  obtain 
her  exact  dimensions.)  Major  Mulford  states  that  she  has  carried  1,500. 
The  portions  of  the  boat  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  are  the 
lower  cabins  (below  deck),  the  forward  main  deck  (covered  in),  and  the 
forward  cabin  on  the  upper  deck.  A  portion  of  those  in  the  lower  and 
ui)per  cabins  can  sleep  in  the  berths  and  bunks,  while  the  remainder 
ami  those  who  occu])y  the  main  deck  have  to  lie  on  the  deck.  Each 
man  is  provided  with  a  blanket  while  he  remains  on  the  boat.  The 
rations  ])riivided  for  the  prisoners  generally  consist  of  bread,  cottee, 
and  beef,  the  latter  being  cooked  before  being  delivered  on  board  the 
boat  l)y  the  commissary.  Tlie  cottee  is  prepared  by  steam.  The  cabins 
are  well  iicated  by  stoves,  and  the  forwartl  deck  by  a  medium-sized 
cooking-stove,  used  when  necessary  for  hospital  purposes.  Ventilation 
is  good,  except  in  the  lower  cabins,  where,  though  not  unprovided  for, 
it  is  imperfect.  1  was  agreeably  struck  with  the  cleaidiuess  and  gen- 
eral good  order  (jf  tlu^  boat.  The  lower  cabin  aft  is  a[)i)ropriated  for 
li()S|)ital  [iuri)oscs,  and  coiitains  tifty-six  bunks,  with  room  on  deck  for 
ten  cots.  IJeing  below  deck,  it  is  dark,  without  artificial  light,  not  at 
all  well  ventilated,  antl  is,  besides,  dilticult  of  access  for  men  who  have 
to  be  carried.  When  the  sick  are  nu)re  numerous  than  this  cabin  can 
accoinuiodate  thesuriilus  are  ])laced  in  the  ui)per  forward  cabin,  which 
is  very  much  better  adapted  for  this  purpose  than  is  the  lower  cabin, 
light  ami  ventilation  being  nmch  better,  and  it  is  easier  of  access.  It 
contains  twenty  state-rooms,  with  two  berths  in  each,  and  room  on  the 
deck  for  about  forty  cots.     It  is  divided  by  a  partition  from  the  after 
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cabin,  which  is  used  as  quarters  for  the  officers  of  t  he  boat,  and  through 
which  it  is  reached  from  the  uiaiu  declc  by  a  broad  stairway. 

Actirij;^  Assistant  Surgeon  ( !arey  is  the  medical  otiicer  in  charge, 
assisted  by  an  acting  hospital  steward,  two  nurses,  and  two  negroes 
for  police  duty,  &c.  These,  J)octor  Carey  states,  are  sufficient,  for  in 
every  load  of  i)risoners  there  are  many  who  are  able  and  willing  to  act 
as  nurses.  Through  Doctor  (Jarey  I  ascertained  that  there  are  on 
board  (iOO  blankets^  40  cots,  KJl)  bed  sacks,  all  tilled  w  ith  straw  excei)t 
15,  a  sufficient  supply  of  urinals  and  chamber  utensils,  and  a  sufficiency 
of  table  furniture.  These  are  all  in  tolerably  good  order,  except  that, 
as  I  am  informed,  the  blankets  are  not,  as  they  should  be,  washed  after 
each  trii).  There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  abundant  supjilies  of 
medicines  antl  materials  for  dressing,  as  well  as  preiiared  cottee  and 
l)eeftca  from  the  medical  purveyor.  The  cotfee  and  beef  tea  are  pre- 
pared for  the  use  of  tiie  sick  by  means  of  a  steam  ap[)aratus.  In  cases 
of  necessity,  the  doctor  says,  the  captain's  wife  is  very  kind  in  i)repar- 
ing  cornstarch  and  other  delicacies.  The  cooking-stove  on  the  forward 
tleck  is  also  used  for  the  hospital  when  necessary.  The  hosjiital  is 
clean,  though  not  iu  very  good  order.  Chloride  of  lime  is  i)lentifiilly 
used  as  a  disinfectant.  I  would  suggest  that  a  su(»[ily  of  the  Kidge- 
wood  disinfectant  powder  be  ordered  for  use  on  board  the  boat. 

I  suggested  to  Major  3Iulford  that  in  view  of  its  superior  facilities 
the  ujipcr  cal)in  should  be  used  as  a  hospital  instead  of  the  lower  cabin. 
He  stated  that  it  was  not  for  the  tbllowing  reasons:  The  average  num- 
ber of  prisoners  carried  at  each  trip,  except  in  the  case  of  the  last  two 
trips,  is  Goo.  Of  these  the  average  number  of  sick  re(iuiring  hospital 
treatment  is  5  per  cent.,  or  about  thirty  per  trip.  I!y  occupying  the 
up[ier  cabin  as  a  hosiiital  for  the  benefit  of  this  small  number,  some  150 
well  men,  who  would  otherwise  be  accommodated  here,  would  have  to 
be  placed  elsewhere,  and  tiiere  is  not  sutticient  room  iu  the  lower  cabin 
to  compensate  for  tiie  loss  of  this.  The  last  two  trips  were  exceiitional 
ones.  In  each  aLout  350  men  were  received,  and  of  these  about  200  in 
each  reipiireil  hospital  care,  and,  of  course,  had  to  be  accommodated  in 
the  best  way  at  command.  Again,  the  passage  from  City  Point  to 
Annapolis  only  occupies  from  sixteen  to  twenty  hours,  the  men  spend- 
ing but  one  night  on  board.  I  do  not  think  that  these  objections  are 
valid.  Let  the  sick  occupy  as  much  room  in  the  upper  cai)in  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  let  the  well  men  occupy  the  remaincr  if  they  cannot 
be  comfortably  placed  elsewhere.  As  to  the  short  duration  (jf  the  pas- 
sage, that  can  l)e  no  reason  why  the  poor  fellows  should  not  be  made  as 
comfortable  as  possible  while  it  lasts. 

In  reference  to  the  rations  for  the  prisoners  generally,  I  think  that  a 
supi)ly  of  good  vegetable  and  beef  soup  would  be  very  much  better  for 
men  in  tlieir  condition  than  the  cold  boiled  beef  now  issued.  It  has 
Oeen  .suggested  to  nie  that  the  men  shouhl  have  facilities  for  bathing, 
and  be  furnished  with  clean  clothes  on  board  the  boat.  If  she  was  a 
reguliir  hospital  boat,  or  if  the  passaj;e  was  of  any  great  length,  this 
.should  certaiidy  be  done,  but  iu  view  of  the  [)iesent  circumstances  of 
the  case  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  it.  There;  are  much  better 
tacilities  for  doing  this  at  the  hospital  than  could  possibly  be  provided 
on  board  the  boat.  During  the  cold  weather  [  would  suggest  that  the 
boat  carry  a  suthcieut  supi)ly  of  blankets  to  furnish  rach  prisoner  with 
at  least  two  during  his  stay  on  the  boat,  instead  ol  l)ut  one,  as  at  pres- 
ent. With  the  abosementioned  exceptions,  I  think  the  tlagof truce 
boat  is  sufficiently  provnied  for  her  ordinary  trips.  When  a  k>ad  of 
sick   and   wounded    inisoners  are   c-\i)cctcd,   I   would   .suggest   that   a 
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regular  hospital  boat  be  sent  for  tbein.  General  Jleredith  and  Major 
;Mulfor(l  both  coincide  with  this  suggestion.  There  are,  or  were,  some 
time  since  at  Washington  three  hospital  boats  under  the  control  of  the 
medical  department,  one  of  which  might  be  employed  for  tliis  purpose. 
Major  Mulford,  however,  states  that  lie  lias  been  informed  by  the  rebel 
authorities  that  no  more  sick  jirisoners  will  be  sent  to  City  Point,  for 
the  present  at  least.  With  reference  to  telegraphing  to  Colonel  Waite 
at  Annapolis  of  the  expected  arrival  of  the  boat  and  the  number  of 
prisoners  on  board,  Major  ^Inlford  states  that  he  has  done  so  hitherto. 
A  copy  of  his  telegram  to  Major  Chamberlain  on  his  last  trip  accom- 
panies this  report.  The  fault  of  failing  to  notify  the  surgeon  in  charge 
of  the  hospital  seems  to  lie  at  Annai)olis  instead  of  with  Major  Mulford. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


FoKTRES.s  Monroe,  Va.,  Xoveynber  17,  1863. 
Major  Chamberlain,  Annapolis,  ^[d.: 

I  leave  here  tonight  with  350  prisoners;  2()(i  will  re([uire  hospital 
accommodations. 

JNO.  E.  MULFORD, 
Major  and  Ansistant  Agent  for  Exchange. 


November  l!8,  1883. 
This  letter  was  read  in   manuscript  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
approved  and  its  publication  snnctioned. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 

Exchange  of  priHanrra. — Important  statement  by  Major-General  Hitch- 
cock.—  Will/  the  exchange  iras  utopped.—r Rebel  xuliterfuge.s  and  iinib- 
bling. —  The  disposition  made  of  colored  nohliers  and  their  ichite 
officers. 

Washington  City,  Saturday,  Xorember  3s,  ISdS. 
To  the   Editor  of  the  Xcw    York   Times: 

The  public  apjiears  to  be  in  need  of  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
exchange  of  ])risoners  of  war.  The  condition  of  our  men  lield  as  pris- 
oners of  war  in  Richmond,  the  extreme  sufferings  to  which  they  have 
been  subjected,  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war  and  the  dictates  of 
humanity,  ha\e  naturally  aroused  the  sympathies  of  our  people,  and 
tlie  (piestiou  is  asked  by  many.  Why  are  they  not  exchanged? 

I  propose  to  furnish  you  a  statement  of  facts,  from  which  a  judgment 
may  be  formed  in  answer  to  the  question  just  stated. 

On  tlieHJth  of  January  of  the  |)reseut  year  Colonel  Ludlow,  then  sta- 
tioned at  Fortress  Monroe  as  the  agent  of  exchange  under  the  cartel 
which  was  imblished  in  September,  1862,  addressed  me  a  letter,  for- 
warding a  copy  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  15th  of  that  month 
containing  a  message  to  the  rebel  Congress  from  Jefferson  Davis  refer- 
ring to  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated 
the  1st  of  January,  on  the  subject  of  slaves  within  certain  designated 
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portions  of  the  United  States.  The  deiumeiatory  character  of  Mr. 
Davis'  ineasage,  leveled  against  the  proclamation  of  the  President  and 
;igainst  the  loyal  people  of  the  Union,  will  be  remembered  by  most  of 
your  readers  at  this  time. 

One  passage  in  the  message  of  Mr.  Davis  very  clearly  indicates  the 
policy  then  determined  upon  in  the  South,  expressed  in  these  words: 

.Si)  fur  as  ri'u-ards  the  action  of  this  (iovernmi-nt  ou  such  criminals  .is  may  attempt 
its  execution  (referrin;;  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  L'niteil  States), 
I  contine  myself  to  informing  you  that  I  shall,  unless  in  your  wisdom  you  deem  some 
other  course  more  expedient,  deliver  to  the  several  State  authorities  all  conmiissioued 
orticers  of  the  United  States  that  may  hereafter  lie  captured  by  our  forces  in  any  of 
tile  States  embraced  in  the  proclamation  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  in  n,ccordance 
with  the  laws  of  those  States  providing  for  the  punishment  of  criminals  engaged 
in  exciting  servile  insurrection. 

Colonel  Ludlow,  in  forwarding  the  message,  gives  an  opinion  in  the 
following  words: 

His  (Mr.  Davis')  determination,  avowed  in  most  insolent  terms,  to  deliver  to  the 
several  State  authorities  all  commissioned  oliicerB  of  the  United  States  that  may 
hereafter  be  captured  will,  I  think,  be  persevered  in. 

This  opinion  of  Colonel  Ludlow  was,  without  doubt,  well  founded  at 
the  time,  -so  far  as  the  rebel  authorities  had  the  power  or  dared  to  put 
in  force  the  threat  of  Mr.  Davis,  which  met  the  approbation  of  the  Con- 
federate Congress,  and  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  the  sole  reason 
why  this  threat  has  not  been  more  openly  executed  in  the  South  has 
been  the  preponderance  of  Northern  power,  as  shown  by  the  superior 
number  of  prisoners  of  war  held  in  the  Xorth  against  those  held  in  the 
South:  and  if  this  inequality  could  now  be  neutralized,  or  if  the  South 
could  succeed  in  capturing  an  excess  of  |)risoners  over  those  held  in  the 
Xorth.  not  a  moment  would  be  lost  by  the  rebel  authorities  in  putting 
in  force  the  threat  of  Mr.  Davis.  Whoever  doubts  this  must  be  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  spirit  which  animates  those  who  are  struggling  in  the 
South  to  destroy  the  union  of  the  States  in  behalf  of  a  Government 
whose  corner  stone  is  slavery. 

But  the  point  thus  stated  will  not  be  further  insisted  upon  at  this 
time,  because,  whatever  was  the  threatening  character  of  Mr.  Davis' 
declared  purjiose,  as  set  out  in  his  message,  it  has  been  thrown  entirely 
into  the  shade  by  subsequent  events,  which  are  but  just  now  being 
developed,  growing  out  of  the  most  solemn  acts  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  generally  known  that  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
proceetied  to  authorize  by  law  the  employment  of  colored  troops  for  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  there  was,  throughout  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  the  South,  one  universal  cry  of  real  or  well-affected 
intlignatiou,  accompanied  with  the  wildest  threats  of  vengeance  against 
such  ofiicers  as  might  lie  captured  with  colored  troops;  while  the  colored 
soldiers  themselves,  it  was  everywhere  declare(l,  should  be  either 
'•  returned  or  sold  into  slavery."  It  was  everywhere  published  through- 
out the  South  that  this  class  of  troops  were  not  entitled  to  and  should 
not  receive  the  i)rotection  of  the  laws  of  war,  and  the  strongest  terms 
wliich  infuriate  madness  could  devise  or  invent  were  used  in  condemna- 
tion of  the  measure  authorized  by  the  United  States  Government. 

What  has  actually  been  done  up  to  the  present  time  in  the  South  in 
obedience  to  this  spirit  of  vengeance  so  openly  declared  it  may  be 
impossible  to  determine  in  detail,  except  in  a  few  scattered  instances; 
but  it  is  a  most  significant  fact  that  in  no  single  instance  has  the 
smallest  evidence  come  to  light  tending  to  show  that  any  ofBcer  con- 
nected with  colored  troops  has  been  captured  alive  and  held  in  the 
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South  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  nor  has  auy  colored  man  employed  aa  a 
sohlierof  the  United  States  been  captured  in  the  South  and  accounted 
for  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  To  any  reasonable  man  this  glaring  fact 
might  be  sufficient  to  show  the  fell  jmrposes  of  the  rebel  authorities  to 
countenance,  if  they  have  not  directly  ordered,  the  destruction  of  this 
class  of  troops  whenever  and  wherever  they  unhappily  fall  into  their 
power.  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  evidence  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  South,  when  characterized  by  the  murder  of  colored  troops  and 
their  white  officers,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  reach  the  public  through 
the  Confederate  authorities,  but  we  must  look  for  them  chiefly  through 
inilircct  disclosures,  such  as  may  be  found  in  a  paragraph  from  a  New 
York  i)aper  of  a  recent  date,  in  the  words  following: 

Rebel  harharitij. — The  fulluwiuLT  ie  an  extiMct  iVoiu  a  letter  dated  Port  Hudson, 
November  3,  written  by  a  captain  in  the  ;>eventh  Rejjioieut,  and  addressed  to  his 
father  in  New  York  : 

"We  have  Just  received  information  of  a  positive  character  (we  only  had  rumors 
before)  that  First  Lieut.  George  B.  Coleman,  jr.,  of  New  Voric  City,  who  was  cap- 
tured about  two  months  a^o  while  out  on  a  raid,  was  han;ied  within  twenty-four 
bours  afterward,  together  with  some  twenty  privatesicolored)  who  were  taken  with 
him.  I  hope  some  aotiou  will  be  taken  on  the  .siiliject,  and  th.at  s<ion.  I  know  that 
the  officers  .and  .soldiers  of  the  Corps  d'Afrii|\u-  will  take  immediate  and  tinal  action 
if  they  ever  fjet  into  a  tight.  The  meu  of  the  command  will  endeavor  to  protect 
themselves  from  such  a  fate  though  the  Government  should  neglect  to  do  it.  " 

The  Government  of  the  L'nited  States  in  authorizing  the  employment 
of  colored  troops  for  the  supi)ression  of  the  rebellion  bound  itself,  and 
is  uudoubteilly  under  the  most  solemn  obligation,  to  use  its  utmost 
power  to  throw  over  that  class  of  tioops  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
war,  and  stands  engaged  before  the  world  to  make  no  compromise 
whatever  which  shall  Jeopardize  the  claim  of  this  class  of  troops  when 
captured  to  be  treated  with  that  humanity  which  is  due  to  all  other 
troops  in  like  circiunstaiu.es  according  to  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare. 

While  we  know  of  some  individual  instances  in  which  the  rebels  have 
violated  the  laws  of  war,  we  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance  in  which 
they  have  resjiected  those  laws  in  their  treatment  of  colored  troops, 
and  when  the  rebel  agent  of  e.vchange  offers,  ;is  he  has  done,  to  exchange 
all  the  prisoners  of  ivar  in  his  hands  against  all  that  we  have  in  our 
bauds,  the  surplus  to  remain  on  parole,  it  would  manifest  the  most 
stui>id  blindness  on  our  part  to  imagine  for  one  moment  that  he  has 
ever  intended  to  include  colored  troops  as  subject  to  exchange,  lie 
might  say,  and  with  \ei'bal  truth,  speaking  individually,  that  he  would 
deliver,  under  certain  conditions,  all  prisoners  in  his  hands  without 
intending  to  include  this  class  of  trooiis,  because,  by  the  action  of 
the  Confederate  authorities,  not  a  single  man.  officer,  or  .soldier  belong- 
ing to  the  Corps  d'Afrique  has  been  or  will  be  nermitted  to  come  into 
his  hands.  They  have,  on  the  contrary,  when  captured,  been  either 
murdered,  cast  into  prison,  in'  sold  into  slavery.  They  are  not  recog- 
nized in  the  South  as  soldiers. 

Among  a  few  instaiiccs  seising  to  diustrate  the  spirit  and  puri)ose 
of  the  reliels  in  their  tieatincnt  of  colored  troops  or  colored  persons  in 
the  employment  of  the  ( !o\cniincnt  it  may  lie  stated  that  two  colored 
men  em])loyed  in  the  Nasy  «  ho  were  captured  near  Charleston  were 
heavily  ironed  and  cast  into  prison  in  that  city,  beyond  which  fact  we 
have  no  trace  of  them.  W'c  know  of  two  free  colored  young  men 
belonging  to  a  Massachusetts  regiment  ha\ing  been  publicly  sold  into 
slavery  in  Texas,  the  price  they  brought  under  the  auctioneer's  hammer 
having  been  reported.     We  know  of  one  case  which  directly  illustrates 
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the  .spirit  of  the  rebel  authorities  on  this  subject  and  which  demonstrates 
the  little  faith  to  be  placed  by  us  upon  rebel  agreements  for  exchange. 
Only  a  few  weeks  since  a  proposition  wns  made  from  our  side  that  all 
chaplains  held  as  prisoners  of  war  shoukl  be  nuitually  released,  irrespec- 
tive of  numbers,  on  either  side.  The  rebel  agent,  Mr.  Onld.  profes.sed 
to  accept  this  proposition  "cordially,"'  upon  which  we  .sent  to  the  South 
all  we  liad  of  that  class  of  non  combatants  in  good  faith  and  received 
from  the  South  about  one  half  the  number  belonging  to  us,  supposing 
this  was  all  they  had  in  <'ustody;  but,  as  [  now  learn  upon  authority 
which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  discredit. a  chaplain  belonging  to  a  Massa- 
chusetts colored  regiment  upon  Ijeiug  captured  was  heavily  ironed  and 
sent  to  a  prison  in  Columbia,  S.  <J.,  where  he  lias  been  held  in  violation 
of  Mr.  Ould's  "cordial"  acceptance  of  the  proposition  for  a  general 
release  of  this  class  of  ])ersons.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
this  particular  chaplain,  because  lie  liad  belouged  to  a  colored  regiment, 
was  deliberately  withheld.  Another  chaplain,  who  had  been  his  fellow- 
prisoner,  was  separated  from  him  and  released,  from  whom  we  learned 
the  facts  in  the  case  as  just  stated.  Within  the  past  few  days,  upon  a 
formal  a[>p!ication  made  by  General  ^[eredith  at  my  instance  to  learn 
the  history  of  two  men  who  were  reported  to  l)e  and"  are  believed  to  be 
officers  of  the  Federal  Army  said  to  be  in  tiie  hands  of  the  enemy,  iMr. 
Ould  furnished  to  General  Nieredith  what  purported  to  be  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  civil  court  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  the  testimony  in  tlie  cases 
not  being  furnished,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  two  men  had  been 
sentenced  to  a  penitentiary  for  a  term  of  years  on  a  charge  of  negro 
stealing;  and  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  or  of  that  part  of  it  in  rebellion, 
indorsed  on  the  application  of  (General  Meredith  a  declaration  that  the 
two  men  in  question  should  remain  in  the  penitentiary  while  he  remained 
Governor  of  Virginia.  In  these  instances  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt 
but  that  these  two  men  are  undergoing  humiliation  and  suffering 
because  of  their  connection  with  the  Federal  Government  on  the  pre- 
tense of  being  subjected  to  a  penalty  for  negro  stenling. 

I  suppose  it  unnecessary  to  proceed  further  into  detail  to  show  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  one  who  is  willing  to  accept  the  truth  that  the 
practice  of  the  South  has  been  and  is  entirely  in  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  Mr.  Davis'  message  to  the  rebel  Congress,  or  is  carried  beyond 
it,  and  that  there  has  not  been  up  to  the  present  time  the  slightest 
indication  of  a  jiurpose  to  relax,  in  any  respect  whatever,  the  execu- 
tion of  their  declared  policy  in  the  treatment  of  colored  troops  and 
their  white  ollicers  who  may  lall  into  their  hands;  and  I  hold  it  to  be 
certain  that  while  they  will  keep  trom  the  light  as  much  as  possible 
their  barbarous  practices  they  will  pursue  rliem  inexorably  unless 
they  can  be  made  to  feel  that  the  national  power  is  the  strongest  and 
can  show  itself  by  the  actual  possession  of  a  body  of  their  troops  held 
in  the  Xorth  as  pris(mers  of  war,  who,  by  the  laws  of  war,  are  liable  to 
be  used  for  retaliatory  purposes. 

It  has  been  supposed,  even  in  many  parts  of  the  North,  that  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Ould  of  the  L'Oth  of  October  for  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  is  fair  and  ought  to  be  accepted,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
be  considered  that  Mr.  Ould  has  not  proposed  to  yield  to  us  a  certain 
number  of  prisoners  of  war  and  receive  a  lilce  number  in  return,  which 
would  be  a  most  happy  consummation  that  would  be  at  once  acce])ted 
by  tiiis  Government.  But  his  proposition  is  that  we  shall  deliver  to 
him  all  of  the  luisoners  in  our  i)ossession,  auKuuiting  now  to  about 
40,000  men,  and   receive  in  return   abdiit  l.!,0(»0  men,  leaving   about 
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27,000  men  who  might,  for  a  few  days,  be  considered  on  parole  not  to 
take  arms  unless  duly  exchanged ;  and  then  what  would  Mr.  Ould  do 
with  those  men  ? 

Judging  by  what  he  has  actually  recently  done,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly assume  to  discharge  those  men  from  all  obligations  under  their 
parole  and  put  them  into  the  held  to  fight  against  national  troops 
standing  under  an  unstained  national  flag — the  very  troops  who  gal- 
lantly captured  those  men  upon  bloody  battle-helds  within  the  past  few 
mouths. 

To  show  the  extreme  probability  of  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer 
to  a  few  facts,  beginning  with  tlie  statemeut  of  Mr.  Ould  to  General 
Meredith,  officially  communicated  to  me,  that  he  (Mr.  Ould)  would  "  pro- 
ceed to  make  declarations  of  exchanges  whenever  he  conscientiously 
felt  the  right  to  do  so,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  men  into  the  field," 
thus  openly  setting  aside  the  cartel  and  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  in 
favor  of  his  individual  sense  of  right,  which  sense  of  right  in  Mr.  Ould 
is  so  obtuse  and  wild  as  to  justify  him  in  making  use  of  a  -tabular 
statement"  of  alleged  captures,  principally  iu  the  Western  States, 
amounting  to  over  18,000  men.  a  considerable  portion  of  whom  were 
undoubtedly  captured  by  guerrilla  parties  ami  were  not  soldiers,  but 
for  the  most  part  peaceable  citizens  of  the  country,  probably  known  as 
friends  to  the  Union,  who  for  that  reason  were  seized  and  compelled  to 
make  an  oath  not  to  take  arms  against  the  Southern  Confederacy.  And 
this  class  of  persons  Mr.  Ould  expects  us  to  accept  in  exchange  for 
rebel  troops,  captured  mostly  at  Vicksburg,  who,  having  been  parol6d 
in  the  Soutli,  were  '■  declared  "  exchanged  by  Mr.  Ould  without  any 
conference  or  understanding  with  our  agent,  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  cartel  and  in  violation  of  the  usages  of  war. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  cartel  was  virtually  abrogated  by 
the  message  of  Mr.  Davis ;  not,  indeed,  as  to  its  binding  character  upon 
the  South,  for  Mr.  Davis  had  no  power  under  the  laws  of  war  to  abro- 
gate the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  but  his  declared  purposes,  iu 
violation  of  the  cartel,  would  have  fully  justified  the  United  States 
Government  iu  declaring  its  provisions  null  and  void,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  Government  has  been  at  liberty  to  require  its  observ- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  South. 

I  do  not  mean  to  deny  in  the  reference  just  made  to  the  tabular 
statemeut  prepared  by  Mr.  Ould  but  that  there  were  some  men 
included  in  that  statement  who  had  been  legitimately  made  prisoners 
of  war,  though  not  delivered  according  to  the  cartel;  but  for  the  most 
part  the  prisoners  included  iu  that  tabular  statement  were  not  set 
down  as  having  been  captured  upon  any  known  battle-field  or  as  hav- 
ing been  taken  from  or  with  any  known  Federal  commander,  nor  are 
they  reported  as  having  been  delivered  to  any  Federal  cojnmander, 
but  they  are  set  down  as  having  been  captured  at  large  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  nobody  knows  where,  or  iu  the  State  of  Tennessee,  or  iu 
other  States  of  the  West  and  South,  whilst  in  no  less  than  four 
instances  they  are  reported  as  having  been  captured  in  •'  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee" — the  two  States  being  thus  coupled  together  —  making 
it  impossible,  from  the  tabular  statemeut  itself,  to  determine  where 
they  were  captured,  or  whether,  indeed,  any  military  captures  what 
ever  were  made,  except  a  few  at  Chickamauga  and  possibly  a  few  at 
one  or  two  other  places. 

Mr.  Ould  is  a  mere  agent  under  the  cartel  and  has  no  powers  beyond 
those  recognized  in  the  cartel  for  the  execution  of  its  provisions,  yet  he 
has  recently  assumed  to  decide  an  important  question  by  which  he 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION    AND    CONFEDERATE.        599 

undertook  to  liberate  from  the  obligations  of  their  parole  the  whole  of 
the  prisoners,  some  (5,000  or  7,000,  eaptured  by  (ieneral  Banks  at  I'ort 
Hudson  and  paroled  by  General  Banks  under  a  special  agreement  with 
the  rebel  conunander. 

The  world  knows  that  those  prisoners  fell  uiicouditionally  into  the 
hands  of  (ieneral  Banks  at  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson,  and  General 
Banks  had  the  power  to  send  them  to  tlie  North  if  it  liad  been  his 
jileasure  to  do  so;  but  he  made  an  agreement  with  the  rebel  commander 
to  release  them  on  parole,  and  released  them  at  ^Mobile  in  conformity 
with  the  agreement. 

The  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  provided  two  places  for  their 
delis  ery,  to  wit,  City  Point,  on  James  River,  and  Vicksburg,  on  the 
.Mississi[)pi;  but  it  provided  also  that  when  either  of  these  i)laces 
should  become  unavailable  by  tiie  exigencies  of  war  for  the  delivery  of 
prisoners  other  points  might  be  '-agreed  upon''  by  the  commanders 
in  tiie  held.  This  was  precisely  what  haiipened.  X'ieksburg  having 
fillcn  into  the  hands  of  (ieneral  Grant,  liad  by  that  exigency  become 
unavailable  for  the  delivery  of  captured  relel  soldiers,  and  when  sub- 
se<iuently  (ieneral  Banks  came  into  [lossession  of  several  thousand 
prisoners  by  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Port  Hudson  he  made  an 
agreement  with  the  rebel  (ieneral  Gardner,  their  conmiauder.  to  ileliver 
his  prisoners  on  parole  at  Mobile,  and  tlid  so. 

Mr.  <Juld,  without  any  proper  authority  whatever,  assumed  to  write  a 
letter  ou  the  10th  of  <>ctober  last,  a  coi)y  of  which  he  has  not  furnished 
us.  but  which  has  been  published  in  a  Kichinond  newspaper,  in  which  ho 
attempts  to  release  all  of  those  prisoners  from  obligations  under  their 
parole,  because,  as  he  undertakes  to  decide,  they  were  not  delivered 
at  places  named  in  the  cartel,  when  the  cartel  itself  [avtvidcs  for  other 
jilaces  of  delivery  than  those  expressly  named  in  the  cartel  when  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  exigencies  (jf  war.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  body  of  men  in  question  have  been  put 
into  the  Held  to  fight  again  the  Federal  troops  by  whom  they  were 
captured  but  a  few  mouths  since;  and  this,  too,  without  having  been 
exchanged  and  without  having  been  properly  released  from  the  obli- 
gations of  their  parole. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  an  otlicial  report  from  (ien- 
eral Meredith,  one  i)oiut  in  which  will  be  here  stated,  to  wit,  that  Gen- 
eral Mereilith,  for  the  i)urpose  of  withdrawing  our  sutiering  prisoners 
from  Kiehmond,  distinctly  proposed  to  Mr.  Ould  that  he  would  send 
him  1L',()(I0  or  more  Confederate  prisoners,  as  many  as  he  might  hold  of 
our  men,  and  receive  in  return  our  prisoners  held  in  the  South,  which 
proposition  Mr.  Ould  refused  to  accept,  but  said  that  he  would  agree 
to  a  general  exchange,  the  etfect  of  which  undoubtedly  would  be  to 
cancel  the  excess  of  prisoners  in  (jur  hands  by  a  delivery  of  about 
40.000  for  about  13,000;  to  leave  the  rel)el  authorities  the  entire  dispo- 
sition of  such  c(dored  troops  and  their  white  othcers  as  i  hey  might  cap- 
ture; to  expose  Captains  Sawyer  and  Flinn  to  their  fate  under  orders 
in  liichmond  which  have  never  been  countermanded  ;  to  turn  loose  again 
certain  notorious  guerrilla  leaders  to  renew  their  ravages  in  Kentucky 
and  Missouri (neitherof  which  States  have  e\er  united  with  the  so  called 
Southern  C(Uifederacy) ;  to  put  into  the  tield  a  fresh  army  of  rebels  to 
be  recaptured,  and,  in  short,  we  should  deliberately  neutralize  or  throw- 
away  a  chief  part  of  the  power  of  the  (iovernment  at  this  time,  througii 
which  there  may  be  some  hope,  by  measures  yet  to  be  decided  upon,  of 
controlling  the  actiouof  the  authorities  in  liichmond  in  their  treatment 
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of  prisoners  of  war,  and  compelling:  them  to  respect  the  laws  of  war, 
if  they  are  deaf  to  those  of  liumanity. 

We  consider  that  at  this  time  the  rebel  authorities  owe  us  upon 
the  exchange  list  more  than  all  of  the  prisoners  of  war  they  now  hokl 
as  equivalent  for  the  prisoners  paroled  by  Generals  Grant  and  Banks; 
and  even  already  the  question  has  come  up  from  treneral  Grant's  glo- 
ri(ms  battle-tield  at  Chattanooga  as  to  what  shall  be  done  with  a  body 
of  the  enemy  who,  having  been  paroled  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Vicks- 
hurg,  have  been  recaptured  in  arms  at  Chattanooga  without  having 
been  properly  exchanged. 

I  ought  to  state  here  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would 
not  haggle  about  a  tew  men.  more  or  less,  if  it  were  hundreds  or  even 
thousands,  if  the  question  was  the  relief,  and  that  alone,  of  our  sufter- 
ing  prisoners  in  Eichmond ;  but  whoever  considers  the  above  statement 
of  facts  cannot  fail  to  see  that  othei'  questions  and  points  are  involved, 
which  it  is  not  safe,  if  it  were  honorable,  for  this  Government  to  over- 
look. 

It  should  be  stated  also  that  an  offer  was  made  to  the  rebel  agent 
some  days  ago  to  receive  all  of  the  prisoners  from  Kichmond  under  a 
solemn  pledge  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  arms  unless 
duly  exchanged  with  the  consent  of  the  rebel  authorities,  without 
reference  to  existing  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  exchange,  and  that 
this  Government  would  pledge  itself  to  both  feed  and  i^lothe  all  rebel 
prisoners  in  our  hands. 

This  proposition  also  was  rejected,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
thus  greatly  restricted  in  his  means  of  atibrding  immediate  relief  to 
our  jK'isoners  in  Richmond,  but  they  have  not  been  overlooked.  God 
forbid.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  both  clothing  and  provisions 
to  be  sent  through  the  rebel  lines  to  sustain  them,  although  those  sup- 
plies from  the  necessity  of  the  case  have  been  intrusted  to  the  honor 
and  humanity  of  the  enemy,  whose  agents  may  or  may  not  permit  the 
supplies  to  be  delivered. 

.Meantime  it  is  well  for  the  country  to  understand  that  this  rebellion 
is  to  be  put  down  by  organized  armies  in  the  held,  acting  upon  and 
destroying  organized  opposition  to  the  Government,  and  no  real  prog- 
ress can  be  made  except  in  this  direction,  to  which  end  the  energies  of 
every  loyal  man  in  the  country  should  be  devoted.  The  progress 
already  made  in  suppressing  the  rebellion  nnij  attbrd  the  fullest  assur- 
ance of  fnuil  success,  and  tins  end  will  appear  the  more  certain  when 
it  is  considered  tiiat  the  Corps  d"Afri(|ue  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment already  numbers  .")(l,(Mi0  brave,  athletic  men,  who  are  fighting  in 
support  of  this  Government  under  the  guidance  of  a  body  of  most 
earnest  and  intelligent  officers,  who  count  their  lives  as  subordinate  to 
the  cause  they  are  engaged  in. 

1  undertake  to  assure  my  countrymen  that  the  hopes  of  the  most 
sanguine  ha\e  been  more  than  realized  in  the  facility  with  which  the 
Government  has  brought  within  its  power  of  organization  the  colored 
jiopulation  of  the  country,  and  the  system  contains  within  itself  such 
powers  of  expansion  that  slavery  in  the  tiouth  is  inevitably  destined  to 
give  way  before  it  when  this  element  is  seen  to  work,  as  it  will,  in  har- 
mony with  the  organized  loyal  jxiwer  of  the  nation  directed  to  the  i)res- 
ervation  of  republican  institutions  and  the  union  of  the  States  under 
one  Creneral  Government.  ca[)able  of  giving  protection  to  the  whole 
from  both  domestic  disturbance  and  foreign  invasion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 
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General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Dept., 

No.  59.  )  tihrereport.  La.,  yovember  ::JR,  LS63. 

The  following  notice  relating  to  paroled  prisoners  is  published  for  the 
information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

Confederate  States  oh-  America,  War  Dkpartment 

l;i<h.ni<ivil,   la.,  (ictiilirr  !ii    '/V(;7 
Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watt.s,  ilohile,  Ala.:  ■       ■  ■ 

Sir:  All  the  prisoners  taken  at  Port  Hudson  anil  thern  paroled  byCioneral  liank.s 
are  free  to  go  to  dnty.  Neither  our  Government  nor  the  Federals  recognize  the 
parole.     '     '     • 

Respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant,  RO.  OULD, 

A(jt'nt  nf  Exrhnnfie. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  embraced  in  the  foregoing  notice  will 
report  immediately  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
AssLtlnnt  Ailjiitnnt- (lenernl. 


Spotswood  Hotel.  Richmond,  Vn.,  Xorrmher  3s,  7St;:i. 
Surg.  Gen.  S.  P.  Moore  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  herewith  hand  you  a  report 
of  the  condition  of  prisoners  of  war  contined  in  the  cities  of  Lonisville, 
Ky.,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Tnited  States  of  America. 

1  was  in  the  former  city  on  the  2d  of  Se])tember  last.  There  was  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  conhned  there.  The  ((uarters  are  very  poor 
and  filthy  in  the  extreme.  The  food  furnished  was  poor  in  quality  and 
insufhcient  in  quantity. 

The  treatment  of  the  Federal  officers  to  them  was  harsh. 

I  saw  in  the  prison  a  number  of  Morgan's  men,  confined  in  irons. 
These  men  were  held  under  various  charges  and  were  not  allowed  to 
see  their  friends,  nor  even  allowed  to  employ  counsel.  The  jirisouer.s 
were  not  allowed  to  have  money.  Neither  clothing  nor  money  were 
allowed  to  be  sent  them  by  their  friends. 

The  regiment  garri.soning  the  place  was  the  Twentieth  Kentucky, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hanson,  who  were  captured  an(l 
paroled  by  (reneral  Morgan  on  the  rfth  of  .luly.  LSIi.?. 

I  was  at  Kemi)er  Barracks  on  the  5th  of  Sei)tember.  Confederate 
prisoners  and  Yankee  desert£rs  were  contined  together  in  one  large 
room  in  the  fifth  story  of  the  building.  The  room  was  very  much 
crowded  and  badly  ventilated.  All  calls  of  nature  were  attended  to 
in  the  same  apartment:  there  being  no  vessels  in  the  room  the  men  were 
compelled  to  empty  the  contents  of  their  bowels  and  bladders  on  the 
floor.  I  saw  one  lot  of  Confederate  iirisoners  sent  from  this  prison  to 
('amp  Chase.     They  were  handcuffed  in  pairs  before  starting. 

The  hospitals  in  both  cities  were  excellently  arranged  and  every  kind- 
ness shown  our  men  there  by  the  surgeons  in  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.   F.  KEISER, 
Surtjron,  Confederate  Army. 

[First  in.lnroemont.) 

December  .'>,  lS(i;?. 
Respectfully  referred   to   Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  with  a  request 
that  he  will  carefully  note  the  contents. 

RO.  OHLD, 
Agent  of  Erehnnf/e. 
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[Second  indorsement.]  , 

Fort  Monroe,  December  3, 1863. 
Kespectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hortmiiii,  CommissaryGeQeral  of 
I'lisoiiers. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Baltoiore,  Md.,  November  39,  1863. 

(Received  8.15  p.  m.) 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ISecretanj  of  War : 

I  am  willing  to  go  to  Riehuioud  as  a  private  citizen  to  look  after 
provisions  seat  to  our  prisoners  and  to  do  all  I  can  to  alleviate  their 
siitierings.  Have  reason  to  believe  that  Ould  will  favor  my  coming. 
I  have  sent  proposition  to  General  Meredith  to  make  to  him.  Will 
Department  authorize  to  present  it'i  It  is  by  no  means  a  desirable 
mission,  but  I  am  ready  if  the  Government  does  not  object. 

0.  C.  FULTON. 


November  2!I,  18G3. 
Col.  C.  V.  De  Land, 

Commanding  Cavip  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.: 
Colonel  :  Hereafter  yon  will  permit  prisoners  of  war  to  receive  such 
articles  of  clothing  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  only  from  their 
immediate  families,  not  from  friends  and  sympathizers.  If  a  prisoner 
has  a  suit  which  he  can  wear  nothing  more  can  be  given  to  him.  Boxes 
of  clothing  or  other  articles  of  distribution  will  not  be  received,  nor 
will  you  receive  contributions  of  liquors  for  the  sick.  Whatever  is 
necessary  and  proper  will  be  obtained  on  requisition  made  on  the  medi- 
cal dei)artment.  You  will  not  receive  on  deposit  for  any  one  person 
more  than  810,  unless  it  is  tbund  in  his  possession  when  he  is  delivered 
to  you. 

\'ery  res[)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  hoff:\ian, 

Colonel    Third  [nfantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqr«.  U.  S.  Troops  in  Western  Louisiana, 

Neio  Iberia,  Norember  3t>,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor:] 

Gkneral:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Green's  letter 
of  the  27th  or  'JSth  instant  referring  to  an  exchange  of  i)risouers  which 
he  is  authorized  by  you  to  offer. 

r  state  in  reply  that  if  you  will  commence  the  exchange  without 
regard  to  the  regiments  or  c  irps  to  whicli  the  prisoners  belong  I  am 
willing  to  exchange  man  for  man,  and  will  appoint  a  general  otticer 
to  arrange  at  once  with  General  Green  a  place  for  the  delivery  of  the 
prisoners  on  both  sides. 

I  also  make  the  proposition:  I  will  have  brought  here  and  sent  to 
such  point  of  delivery  as  you  may  designate  clothing  and  blankets  for 
the  prisoners  of  war  that  remain  in  your  hands,  provided  you  will  per- 
mit the  articles  to  be  delivered  to  the  prisoners,  the  United  States 
engaging  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for  freight  and  handling. 
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Another  matter  which  I  have  been  intending  for  some  time  to  brin<^ 
to  your  notice  is  this:  When  a  part  of  my  force  was  at  Carrion  Crow 
Bayon  previous  to  October  L'l  hist  three  of  my  men  were  placed  as  a  safe- 
guard at  the  house  of  a  French  subject,  on  the  road  from  Carrion  Crow 
Bayou  to  Vermilion.  I  do  not  know  his  name.  They  were  taken  by 
some  of  your  troops  on  the  night  before  I  moved  forward  from  (!arrion 
Crow  Bayou  to  Opelousas.  Another  man,  who  was  ])la(;ed  as  a  saleguard 
in  the  house  of  Mrs.  May,  a  widow,  not  far  from  Bisland,  was  captured 
in  September  hist. 

In  my  opinion  these  men  are  not  legitimate  ])risoners  of  war  and 
ought  to  be  sent  liack  to  us  with  their  arms  and  accouterments  without 
exciiauge.  A  precedent  lias  been  established  in  the  armies  in  Virginia, 
as  Geueial  R.  E.  F.ee  has  lately  sent  back  men  to  (General  Meade  who 
were  captured  under  precisely  the  same  circumstances. 

As  my  sole  object  in  placing  these  safeguards  was  to  lessen  the  suf- 
ferings of  uiottensive  persons,  and  was  not  in  the  slightest  degree  mili- 
tary or  dependent  upon  the  friendship  or  enmity  of  the  persons  to  the 
United  States,  I  hope  that  you  will  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  my 
rei|uest  and  return  the  prisoners  referred  to  without  exchange.  Tliey 
are  Private  Uenry  C.  Marsh,  Company  C,  Twelfth  Connecticut  Volun- 
teers; Private  Francis  C.  W.  Rogers,  Company  D,  Twelfth  Connecticut 
Vdlnnteers;  Private  Hugh  Monme,  Company  II.  Twelfth  Connecti- 
cut Volunteers;  Private  Louis  Ulrick,  One  hundred  and  sixty-tifth  Xew 
York  Volunteers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.   B.   FRANKLIN, 
Major- (General,  Commit ixliiig. 


Baltimore,  Xovemhfr  :-J0.  l><iiH — 1:>  m. 

(Received  ll'.l.^  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  A'ecrr^wry  of  War: 

On  last  Friday,  understanding  that  the  Hon.  Montgomery  Blair  had 
interceded  with  the  President  on  behalf  of  ex  Governor  Pratt,  arrested 
for  disloyalty  and  about  being  sent  South,  I  telegraphed  the  facts,  and 
was  answered  that  the  President  was  too  ill  to  attend  to  it.  I  liave  no 
response  since.  Governor  Pratt  declines  taking  the  oath  or  giving  his 
parole,  as  he  says  he  owes  allegiance  to  Maryland  and  obedience  to  the 
General  Government. 

DONN  PIATT, 
Vhiff  of  >Staff. 

New  York  State  LfNATic  Asylt'm, 

f'tirii,  yiimtihcr  :;n,  isii.s, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  desirous  of  publishing  a  review  of  the  trial  of  Doctor 
Wright  in  the  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  unless  in  your  judgment 
Micii  a  publication  would  be  inexpedient.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
iiitbrm  nie  whether  the  Government  has  any  objection  I  The  iouriial  is 
:i  (luarterly,  published  by  this  institution,  a'ud  edited  by  its  medical  otti- 
cers.  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  communication*  made  by  me  to 
the  New  York  Times  in  regard  to  the  Eastern  Lunatic  Asylum  of 
Virginia. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
JOHN  P.  (iUAY. 

*  Not  found. 
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[First  inilor.=rniont.) 
JUDGE-iVDVOCATE  (IENERAL'S   OFFICE, 

December  4,  1S63. 
The  writer  of  tliis  letter  -^vas  selected  l\v  tlie  President  as  a  commis- 
sioner to  investigate  the  alleged  insanity  of  Doctor  Wright.  He  did  so 
;md  made  an  elaborate  report,  fully  sustaining  tiie  ground  taken  by  the 
government  that  no  insanity  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  commission 
of  the  murder.  I  see  no  objection  to  his  ])reparation  and  publication 
of  the  review  of  the  case,  which  lie  suggests  and  desires  to  maive.  It 
would  probably  be  in  the  interests  uf  s(-ience,  as  well  as  of  public 
justice. 

J.  nOLT, 
J  whir-  A  d  rood  te-  (ieneral. 

War  Department,  Ih'ccmbrr  5,  1863. 
Approved. 
Jjy  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  11.  S.  CANBT, 
Jiriijadier-General  and  Anxintant  Adjutant- General. 


Xew  York,  Xorcmhcr  .>,  1SG3.* 
lion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secrclfiry  of  War,  Wnnhinfifoii,  [).  ('.: 
Dear  Sir:  While  I  am  not  disiiosed  to  trouble  yon  with  any  com- 
plaints of  our  citizens,  nevertheless  there  are  occasionally  matters 
brought  to  me  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  i)resent  to  the  War  Department. 
Mr.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  tiie  FIftii  Avenue  Hotel,  is 
undoubtedly  well  known  to  you  asdiieiii  wliose  Judgment  and  integrity 
reliance  can  be  placed.  I  inclose  liis  letter  of  .'iOtli  of  October,  written 
to  show  how  greatly  our  military  prisoners  are  suffering  in  the  Libby 
I'rlson  at  IMchmond.  If  any  tiling  can  be  done  for  their  relief,  I  pray 
that  it  may  be,  and  I  may  odd,  that  1  know  it  will  l)e. 
1  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

E.  D.  MORGAJST. 

[F,rM.  in,lM,-.,.n,ei,t.l 

\\'ASHTNnTON,  Xoremher  .'T,  h'^Ci^. 
This  subject  is  now,  and  has  lieeii  lor  some  time,  under  special  exami- 
nation. It  is  surrounded  with  very  groat  dillicnlties.  Among  them  the 
jirobable  want  of  means  (with  the  rebel  authorities)  lor  the  relief  of  our 
men.  The  subject  is  in  no  sense  abaiidnned  as  past  all  hope,  but  is  con- 
stantly before  the  proper  authorities,  and  every  etfort  is  made  to  aiford 
relief 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Mdjordinerol  of  Vitlnntcvm. 


War   Depart^text,  Xoremher  C,  I'^O.I. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  i  he  ( 'uiiimissarv-Oeneral  of  Prisoners  for 
tile. 

By  order  of  the  Secretarv  "f  War; 

.IAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
A xsixticn t  A  flJHta nt-  General. 

"  Iinpmiirrly  ]iriiiti.l    .ui  .ii    it-  [•■uul.'ir  sei|Monco. 
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[Iiiclobiire.l 

Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  Nvw   York.  Oitolxr  ,;/,  isus. 
Hon.  E.  D.  Morgan,  C  S.  ^Senate : 

Dear  Sir:  Excuse  my  takiug-  the  liberty  of  (•alliiiR-  your  luteiitioii  to 
the  condition  of  our  otticers  at  the  Libhy  Prison,  liicluiioud,  and  to  the 
case  of  Colonel  Cesnola,  of  tlie  Fourth  Xew  York  <  'avalry,  in  particular. 
Nine  himdred  and  twenty  two  are  now  in  four  badly  ventilated  rooms 
at  the  above-mentioned  place,  without  decent  fooil,  with  no  changes  of 
ch)thing',  covered  with  vermin,  and  in  an  atmosphere  which  has  destroyed 
the  lives  of  some  of  the  strongest  of  them  in  four  days.  .Many  of  them 
are  sick,  all  of  them  are  emaciated,  heartsick,  and  ilisi)iriteil,  all  endur 
inji-  this  in  behalf  of  a  (lovernmeut  whose  aduunistration  should  rescue 
them  (|uickly  and  honorably. 

Colonel  Cesn(da,  of  noble  descent,  possessed  of  a  tine  military  educa- 
tion and  having  had  several  years'  exi)erience  in  that  model  service, 
the  S;irdinian  Cavalry,  and  having  also  been  on  the  statfof  the  Sardinian 
commander  in  the  Crimea,  is  particularly  distressed  by  this  continement. 
His  wife  (a  daughter  of  the  late  commander  Ueed)  has  just  borne  him 
adaughter,  and  is  painfully  wearied  with  this  watching  for  hise\change. 
Others  who  hav<-  been  confined  ash(u-fer  time  than  he  have  (for  political 
or  good  reasons)  been  exchanged,  which  is  truly  chilling  to  a  patriot's 
heart.  Without  im[iosing  upon  your  time  and  jjatience,  allow  me  to 
hope  that  if  an  oitportunity  otters  you  will  not  let  it  i)ass  without  mak- 
ing au  ettort  for  his  release.  This  is  all  that  I  can  ask  of  you,  and  I  am 
well  aware  that  it  is  all  that  you  can  grant  consistently  with  your 
arduous  public  and  private  duties.  There  are  others  who  know  Colonel 
Cesnola  well,  who  ap[)reciate  his  career  in  Europe  and  in  this  country, 
who  know  he  is  not  only  an  Italian,  but  an  American  jiatriot,  and  who 
would  earnestly  join  with  me  in  this  appeal. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

HIUAM   HITCHCOCK, 
Of  Uitchcock,  DarliiKj  A-  Co.,  Fi/tk  Abviiuo  Hotel. 


Office  (if  Udnu  \-  MacConneli,,  Attorne'i  .s  at  Law, 

I'itttiliitnj,  Xon  iiihcr  ::ii,  l-^ii:;. 
Hon.  1-].   M.  St' VNT()\: 

It  is  rumored  and  generally  lielieved  that  the  party  of  John  ^Nbjr- 
gan's  rebels  now  in  our  penitentiary  are  feasted  and  toasted  and  waited 
on  by  the  copperheads  of  the  community  in  a  manner  which  re(puies 
some  attention  from  Washington.  You  are  pnjbably  aware  that  Will- 
iam II.  Smith  and  .lolm  r.irmingiiani  liave  something  to  do  with  the 
penitentiary.  Tlieir  status  on  the  rebellion  is  not  e(|uiv(jcal. 
Your  felli>w  citi/.cn, 

UOIiEUT   KOIJI;. 


<  >FFI(K    CiiMMISSAUV-CENERAL    (>F    I'UISoNEUS, 

Pcvrinlwi-  11,  lsi:3. 
Uespectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  witii  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Allegheny  [leniteutiary  be  sent  to 
Fort  W'arreu. 

W.   iiOFFMAX, 
Voloiui    Third    InJ'untnj   ninl    ('iiiiiinianiinj-Ccncntl  of  i'l-'inontifn. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  Xovember  30,  iRfiS. 

(Received  lO.oO  p.  m.) 

r.  IT.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  \Vur : 

1  (jumot  learn  that  any  person  ha.s  been  permitted  to  see  or  corre- 
si)()ud  with  Morgan  save  only  the  necessary  guards  and  attendants. 
Xeither  do  I  find  any  evidence  that  he  received  any  aid  or  assistance 
without  or  within  in  making  his  escai)e.  A  failure  to  examine  and 
inspect  the  cells  is  the  sole  trouble.  The  civil  authorities  connected 
with  the  prison  insist  that  this  was  the  duty  ot  the  military  authori- 
ties and  the  military  authorities  claim  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  warden 
and  his  assistants.'  Both  were  certainly  to  blame,  for  between  the  two 
no  inspection  was  had  for  the  last  twenty  days.  I  have  this  moment 
received  information,  which  1  deem  reliable,  that  ^lorgan  is  at  Toronto, 
Canada. 

DAVID  TOD, 

Governor. 


Headi^uabters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  Xorember  SO,  1S63, 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

['.  8.  Service,  Command inr/   Troops  in  Western  Louisiana: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication dated  Xovember  29,  1S03.  In  reply,!  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  if  your  expression  of  willingness  to  "commence  the  exchange 
without  regard  to  the  regiments  or  corps  to  which  the  prisoners  belong" 
is  intended  to  embrace  those  who  belong  to  negro  organizations  the 
instructions  of  my  (jovernment  preclude  me  from  acceding  thereto. 

With  the  exception  of  members  of  such  organizations  I  am  willing 
to  exchange  all  prisoners,  man  for  man. 

In  view  of  the  hardships  and  suiferings  to  which  the  prisoners  were 
subjected  and  my  inability  to  supply  their  wants  of  clothing,  I  dis- 
patched an  otficer  to  Vicksburg  to  endeavor  to  make  an  arrangement 
for  their  reception  until  they  should  be  properly  exchanged,  and  they 
have  been  moved  in  that  direction.  If  such  arrangement  is  effected 
the  prisoners  will  not  rei]uirethe  clothing  and  blankets  to  be  forwarded 
to  them  as  you  pro[)t)sed.  Should  it  not  be  effected  I  will  communicate 
with  you  on  the  subject  so  that  those  articles  may  reach  them. 

The  officers  of  your  commaud  who  are  prisoners  in  my  hands,  a  list 
of  whom  1  forwarded  to  General  Washburn  shortly  after  their  capture, 
are  in  want  of  clothing  and  out  of  money,  and  articles  necessary  for 
making  them  comfortable  which  you  may  send  to  Brigadier-General 
Green  will  be  delivered  to  them. 

i;cco.i;uiziug  your  statement  relative  to  the  improper  detention  of 
four  men  who  were  captui-ed  while  acting  as  safeguards  as  being  well 
founded,  I  have  directed  their  immediate  release,  and  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment  they  shall  be  returned  to  your  lines.  I  have  taken 
steiis  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  matter. 

Should  you  accede  to  my  proposition  for  exchanges  as  herein  stated, 
I  will  appoint  an  otlicer  authorized  to  negotiate  with  one  whom  you  may 
appoint  the  necessary  terms  and  details. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  TAYLOR, 
Major- General,  Vommanding. 
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Baltimore,  ynvember  30,  1^63. 
General  Meredith: 

I  rereived  tlie  tollowing  dispatfli  rlii.s  morning: 

War  Dki'ahtmkm.   Il'iisliim/loii     \oremlifr   In    r\'ti^ 
C.  C.   Fn.To.v:  •    .    ■    ■  . 

Voii  are  authorizoil  to  go  to  Ricbiuoiiil  ,13  ii  private  citizen  iinil  look  .iftpr  pri>\isi()ii8 
sc-iit  to  oiir  prisoners  and  to  do  what  yon  can  to  allevi.ite  tlieir  .snrterin;;s.  I'lieCJov- 
ernment  makes  no  ohjectioa  to  your  dulng  so.  Yon  nniy  proceed  to  l-'ort  Jlonrcje.  nnd 
llience  to  City  Point  on  tla^^-ot'-trnce  boat. 

KDWIX   M,   STANTdX, 

Seciiltiri/  11/   H\(f. 

Plea.se  foinmiiuicate  my  proiiositioii  to  .Mf.Oiild. 

(J.  ('.   FULTOX. 


\\'A.sHINGTON.  X<in  inhtr  :;ti,  l.siiS. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  ^AfEREDiTii : 

From  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Irvine  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  we 
must  .send  forward  the  provisions  to  our  sntteriiig  i)risoners,  which  yon 
will  accordingly  do.  nidess  yon  are  positlvelv  informed  that  the  rebel 
authorities  divert  tlem  to  the  use  of  the  rebel  army. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

^[ajlll■■(it^ll(•|■lll. 


Washington,  Xoreinhrr  :;n,  isiio. 
lirig.  (let).  A.  Schoepf, 

('oinmantiinij  Fort  Drlaicnrc,  Del.: 
General:  The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  the  erection  of  a  small- 
pox hospital  of  suitable  extent  on  the  Xew  Jersey  shore  for  the  use  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware.  If  sutticient  ground  for  the 
purpose  cannot  be  leased  on  reasonable  terms,  he  directs  that  it  be 
seized  and  occupied.  The  building  should  be  fitted  up  with  all  the 
necessary  conveniences,  and  should  be  sufficiently  sj^acions  to  receive 
all  patients  having  smallpox  or  other  contagious  diseases  making  it 
necessary  to  isolate  them.  Theexpetise  of  the  erection  of  the  hosjiital 
will  be  jiaid  out  of  the  prison  fund.  Accurate  accounts  should  be  kept 
as  if  iiaid  for  by  the  i|uartermaster's  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOF F.MAX. 
Colonel  Thiril  Infantry  ami  ('nniininsiiry-drnfriil  o/'  I'risoncn). 


\\'\ll    DEPAin'^IENT, 
Witslii Hilton    Citii,  Snrtnibir    in,   /s^',;. 
Cnl.  i)i)N\    PlATT,  lUiltiniorr: 

This  Department  will  not  interfere  111  favor  of  (tovinnor  I'ratt  (jr  ;inv 
one  who  disowns  his  allegiance. 

KDWIX   .M.  .STAXTOX. 


WASHiN(fTO.\  City.  D.  C.  Xoremher   ;«,  ;sv;.v. 
Iloti.  EnwiN  M.  Stanton.  Sem-tnni  of  War: 

.Siii:  Ontlie  kh  iiistaur   I  had  the  lionor  to  address  a  leitcr  to  vou. 
of  which    I   annex    heieu-itli  a   copy,  niaikcd   A,  (pii   the   snbjfct  of  our 
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citizens  held  iu  Southern  prisons,  particularly  in  Richmond,  in  which 
I  stilted,  and  desire  now  to  repeat,  that  the  principal  reason  why  I  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  the  release  of  those  citizens  has  been  that  the 
rebel  autborities  have  been  endeavoring-  to  compel  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  enter  into  some  sort  of  a  cartel  or  treaty  by  which, 
under  the  ])reteuse  of  exemi)tiug  citizens  from  arrest,  rebels  would  be 
placed  on  a  ioutiiiy-  with  citize'JS,  and,  in  fact,  a  comi)lete  equality  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  with  the  United  States  would  be 
acknowledgetl. 

On  the  8th  of  October  last  General  Meredith  addressed  me  a  letter 
from  Fortress  llouroe  on  the  subject  of  our  citizen  prisoners  in  Kich- 
niond,  of  which  a  coi)y,  marked  I),  is  annexed,*  by  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  ^Ir.  Ould,  the  rebel  ajjent,  had  expressly  declared  that  he  would 
"not  make  any  special  exchanges,  but  that  he  was  willing  to  make  any 
arrangement  which  will  be  at  all  reciprocal,  and  he  expressed  himself 
perfectly  willing  to  join  in  any  general  i)rinciple  of  exchange;"  and 
tlie  purpose  of  Mr.  Ould  or  of  his  authorities  is  declared  iu  the  passage 
immediately  following,  to  wit: 

111  tbis  c<piiuectii)ii  I  will  state  (s:iys  General  Meredith)  that  Mr.  Ould  informed  me 
that  the  ulijei't  of  the  rebel  aiithorities  in  arruatinj;  citizens  was  a  retaliatory  meas- 
ure, ami  for  the  purpose  of  Iiriiininu  to  liear  such  a  iireasure  on  the  United  States 
.■luihorities  us  to  cause  them  to  refrain  from  making  more  arrests  of  sympathizera 
with  the  .South. 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  Mr.  Ould  refused  to  act  upon  the 
assurance  of  General  ^leredith  tliat  we  hold  no  (•itizen  iu  conflnemeut 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  citizen  of  the  South,  but  only  because  of 
some  reason  of  state — tliat  is,  of  public  safety. 

I  have  not  liitherto  considered  citizens  as  proper  subjects  of  exchange, 
but  of  release,  wheu  U(jt  held  for  reasons  of  public  safety,  although  I 
have  (lone  everything  iu  my  power  to  artbrd  relief  to  citizeus  suffering 
under  the  jiolicy  adopted  by  the  rebel  authorities,  by  which  they  are 
attempting  to  force  the  Goverument  of  the  United  States  to  one  of  two 
results,  to  wit,  either  to  ackuowledge  the  perfect  equality  of  rebels 
with  citizeus  or  resort  to  a  war  upon  citizeus  in  inutation  of  their  bar- 
biU'ous  example. 

The  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war 
are  somewhat  complicated,  but  the  vital  difficulty  is  this: 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  a  formal  act,  authorized 
the  emiiloymeut  of  colored  troops  in  the  Army,  and  by  that  fact  bound 
itself  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  in  the  eyes  of  history  and  of  the 
world,  to  embody  that  class  of  troops  as  an  integral  portion  of  the 
whole  Army,  entitled  in  all  respects  to  the  privileges  and  the  protection 
of  the  laws  of  war.  This  point  admits  of  no  question,  and  will  permit 
no  debate  calculated  to  jeopard  the  claim  of  that  class  of  troops  to  be 
treated  in  all  respects  upon  an  equality  with  other  troops  employeil  iu 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

As  soon  as  the  policy  of  the  Government  was  announced  on  this  sub- 
ject the  reljcl  authorities  proclaimed,  through  their  President  aud 
through  other  powers  of  their  so-called  Confederate  Government,  that 
they  would  make  a  distinction  against  such  of  the  colored  troops  as 
might  fall  into  their  hands,  by  which  the  officers  serving  with  such 
troops  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  State  authorities  to  be  tried 
under  State  laws  for  the  crime  of  inciting  servile  insurrection,  while 
the  colored  soldiers  themselves  were  to  be  either  returued  or  sold  into 
slavery. 

'See  Meredith  to  Hitchcock,  October  8  ibeginuiui^  "In  accordance  with  the 
iiislructiou.i"),  [I.  oGl. 
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It'  this  fate  has  not  fallen  upon  any  of  the  officers  who  may  have  been 
taken  prisoners  while  serving  with  colored  troopa  it  is  because  they 
have  been  disposed  of  in  some,  if  possible,  more  barbarous  manner. 
As  soon  as  the  purpo.ses  of  the  rebel  authorities  became  known  an 
order  was  sent  by  the  President  to  our  coiiimauders  in  the  iield  not  to 
fjrant  paroles,  and  to  make  no  exchanges,  without  orders  from  the  War 
Department. 

The  necessity  for  this  order  is  too  manifest  to  require  explanation- 
and  its  existence  in  full  force  should  continue  until  the  rebel  authorities 
will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  exchange  captured  colored  troops 
or  ofdcers  serving  with  them,  grade  for  grade  and  man  for  man,  in 
common  with  all  other  troops;  those  first  captured  being  entitled  to 
the  first  consideration  in  the  question  of  exchange. 

There  have  been  very  serious  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  the  decla- 
ration of  exchange  of  paroled  prisoners,  but  these  are  of  a  totally 
dittereut  character  from  the  one  just  stated.  These  difficulties  would 
not  of  themselves  have  seriously  interrupted  the  system  of  exchange 
under  the  cartel,  turning  chiefly  as  they  have  on  questions  touching 
the  validity  of  certain  paroles,  according  to  the  laws  of  war.  By  the 
legitimate  course  of  events  there  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  a  very  large  excess  of  prisoners  over  those  held  by  the  rebels; 
at  one  period  there  being  in  the  power  of  the  Government  about  2,500 
rebel  commissioned  officers  and  about  70,000  rank  and  file  thus  held 
by  the  Government.  This  number,  however,  included  the  prisoners 
paroled  by  General  Grant  by  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  at  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  the  authority  for  which,  on  the  part  of  General 
(irant,  existed  independently  of  any  general  order,  according  to  the 
usages  of  war;  and  it  included  also  some  several  thousand  men  cap- 
tured by  General  Banks  at  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Port  Hud- 
son, who  were  paroled  at  Mobile  by  special  agreement  between  General 
Banks  and  the  rebel  o<immander;  amounting  in  all  to  some  38,000 
prisoners. 

Til  is  state  of  things  no  doubt  became  a  subject  of  serious  alarm  to 
the  rebels,  and  they  determined  to  employ  guerrilla  parties,  scattered 
over  parts  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Jlissouri,  Mississippi,  and  else- 
where, wherever  they  could  stealthily  penetrate,  and  arrest  individuals 
in  many  cases,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  without  any  pretense  even 
of  their  having  been  in  arms,  and  put  them  under  some  form  of  parole, 
and  then  call  them  and  count  them  as  paroled  prisoners  of  war.  After 
this  work  had  been  going  on  some  time,  and  the  rebels  had  accumulated 
a  considerable  number  of  these  so-called  prisoners  on  parole,  the  ettbrt 
was  made  to  turn  them  to  account. 

Mr.  Ould,  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange,  had  delivered  at  City  Point 
several  thousand  prisoners  according  to  usage;  and  in  conformity  with 
the  terms  of  the  cartel,  he  had  the  right  to  discharge  from  their  parole 
a  corresponding  number  of  his  own  men,  furnishing  proper  lists,  Sec, 
as  Inquired  by  the  cartel.  If  he  had  pursued  this  course  no  exceptions 
could  have  been  taken  to  his  conduct. 

But  this  open,  fair  course  would  not  answer  his  purpose;  by  this 
course  the  guerrilla  captures  of  citizens  in  the  west  and  southwest 
could  not  have  been  made  available. 

To  carry  his  point,  therefore,  he  determined  to  disregard  the  ciu-tel, 
and  he  suddenly,  and  without  any  proper  conference  with  General 
Meredith,  sent  a  written  notice  to  General  Meredith  that  on  the  next 
day  after  the  date  of  the  notice  he  would  declare  exchanged  a  large 
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portion  of  the  prisoners  captured  and  paroled  by  General  Grant,  refer- 
ring to  them,  however,  by  corps,  regiments,  &c.,  not  furnishing  any  list 
by  which  the  number  he  proposed  thus  to  free  from  parole  could  be 
definitely  ascertained. 

When  his  declaration  was  made  no  list  was  furnished,  and,  as  in  his 
notice  to  General  Meredith,  the  declaration  extended  to  corps,  divisions, 
brigades,  &c.  On  consulting  the  reports  made  by  General  Graut, 
where  the  divisions,  &c.,  were  designated  and  the  strength  of  each 
respectively  given,  it  was  ascertained  that  Mr.  Ould  had  actually 
declared  exchanged,  and  free  from  their  parole,  more  than  he  had  any 
proper  claim  for,  in  the  ratio  of  3  for  2,  or  one-third  more  than  he  was 
entitled  to. 

Mr.  Ould  had,  however,  invited  General  Meredith  to  make  a  corre- 
sponding declaration  of  equivalents,  which  would  have  been  according 
to  the  cartel  if  Mr.  Ould  had  not  in  his  declaration  exceeded  the  num- 
ber of  paroled  prisoners  who  had  been  delivered  properly  under  the 
cartel.  This  gave  the  right  to  General  Meredith  to  make  a  declaration 
of  exchange,  which  was  accordingly  made  and  published,  but  Mr.  Ould 
was  informed  of  his  irregularity,  and  a  demand  was  made  upon  him 
for  the  delivery  of  Colonel  Streight,  &c.,  as  absolutely  due  to  us. 

Mr.  Ould  denied  the  right  of  General  Meredith  to  make  this  demand, 
and  insisted  that  we  owed  him,  though  to  us  this  was  inconceivable 
upon  the  facts  known  to  us,  and  Mr.  Ould  was  called  upon  for  expla- 
nations. At  length,  after  making  further  declarations  of  exchange  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Ould,  he  furnished  what  purported  to  be  a  tabular 
statement  of  what  he  called  -'valid  paroles,"  amounting  to  over  18,000, 
which,  on  the  face  of  it,  carried  indisputable  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
it  had  been  the  deliberate  work  of  guerrilla  parties,  acting  over  districts 
of  the  country  for  the  most  part  occupied  by  peaceable  citizens,  who 
were  put  under  some  kind  of  oath  to  keep  the  peace;  and  these  we 
were  expected  to  count  as  soldiers  captured  in  war,  according  to  the 
laws  of  war. 

This  tabular  statement  we  refused  to  consider  as  a  valid  paper,  and 
there  the  subject  remains  for  the  present. 

The  paroling  of  se\eral  thousand  men  at  Mobile  by  General  Banks, 
captured  principally  at  Port  Hudson,  has  been  made  an  occasion  for 
raising  a  question,  which  ^Ir.  Ould,  agent  for  exchange  from  Rich- 
mond, after  making  the  question,  has  taken  upon  himself  to  decide 
without  any  authority  whatever.  Mr.  Ould  is  simply  an  agent  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  under  an  agreed-upon  cartel,  signed  by  General 
Dix  and  General  Hill,  acting  by  authority.  Mr.  Ould  has  no  powers 
under  the  cartel  but  such  as  are  named  in  the  cartel  itself  for  the 
execution  of  its  provisions. 

The  cartel  provided  two  places  for  the  delivery  of  prisoners  of  war — 
City  Point,  on  James  River,  and  Vicksburg,  on  the  Mississippi;  but 
contemplated  other  places  when  the  exigencies  of  war  might  make  it 
necessary. 

The  capture  of  \'icksburg  by  the  U.  S.  troops  made  the  exi- 
gency contemplated  by  the  cartel.  General  Banks,  subsequently  to 
the  capture  of  \'icksburg,  received  several  thousand  prisoners  at  Port 
Hudson,  unconditionally  surrendered,  which  were,  to  use  the  language 
of  the  cartel,  "reduced  to  possession."  What  was  he  to  do  with  them  T 
They  were  completely  in  his  possession,  and  he  could  have  shipped 
them  to  the  Xorth  either  by  the  river  Mississippi,  or  by  sea,  by  way 
of  'Sew  Orleans.  He  could  not  deliver  them  at  Vicksburg  for  the  rea- 
son just  stated.  In  this  state  of  things  he  made  an  agreement  with 
the  rebel  commander  to  deliver  them  at  Mobile  ou  parole,  and  that 
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commander,  in  agreeing  to  this  delivery,  undoubtedly  took  upon  him- 
self an  obligation  and  bound  his  (Government  in  honor  to  protect  those 
men  in  their  parole,  and  was  bound  not  to  allow  them  to  take  arms 
until  e.xchanged. 

If  there  was  any  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  arrangement 
(properly  speaking  it  was  a  deliberate  contract  between  two  generals 
in  the  Held)  it  was  a  (|uestion  for  the  Governments  to  decide.  It  was 
a  unique  case,  not  at  all  coming  under  the  rules  of  any  previous  prac- 
tice, for  there  had  been  nothing  like  it;  but  Mr.  Ould,  apparently 
upon  his  own  motion,  on  the  Idth  of  October  declared  ;ill  of  those 
troops  (delivered  at  Mobile)  under  no  obligation  to  observe  their 
paroles,  their  delivery  not  having  been  made  at  City  Point.  He  does 
not  deny  that  their  capture  was  complete,  and  that  they  were  in  the  ' 
actual  possession  of  General  Banks.  He  cannot  deny  that  Vicksburg. 
one  of  the  two  points  designated  in  the  cartel  as  points  of  delivery,  had 
passed  out  of  the  rebel  hands,  making  a  contingency  contemi)lated  in 
the  cartel  itself,  upon  which  another  place  might  be '-agreed  upon.'' 
General  Banks  made  an  agreement  with  the  rebel  general  to  deliver 
his  prisoners  at  Mobile,  and  they  were  accordingly  paroled  at  Mobile. 
That  they  were  paroled  in  good  faith,  and  were  received  in  good  faith 
by  the  rebel  general,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  is  not  a  supposable 
case  that  either  of  the  parties  in  the  transaction  could  have  acted  in 
ignorance  of  the  cartel,  and  much  less  with  deliberate  bad  faith. 

While  Mr.  Ould  would  thus  tree  from  the  obligation  of  their  parole 
several  thousand  men,  who  every  honorable  man  will  say  ought  to  be 
protected  in  their  parole,  he  did  not  hesitate  subsequently  to  require 
us  to  consider  as  properly  paroled  a  number  of  the  helpless  sick  and 
wounded  of  our  men  whom  General  Lee  was  comiielled  to  leave  in  tiie 
hospitals  at  Gettysl)urg,  where  some  unauthorized  rebel  officer  under- 
took informally  to  declare  them  paroled. 

This  class  of  paroles,  made  on  the  tield  of  battle,  where  an  enemy  is 
unable  to  secure  possession  of  the  captured,  is  universally  declared  to 
be  invalid.  Troops  cannot,  in  fact,  be  said  to  be  captured  when  the 
enemy  can  neither  secure  them  nor  carry  them  away.  With  savages 
the  rule  might  be  different.  Savages  are  expected,  because  they  are 
sava-es,  to  murder  heli)less  prisoners  of  war.  But  civilized  warfare 
denounces  the  practU'e,  and  has  established  the  rule  that  paroles  are 
invalid  when  exacted  under  such  circumstances. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  in  this  report  to  touch  upon  one  other 
subject,  which  I  would  gladly  pass  over  in  silence  if  it  were  possible  to 
do  so.  I  refer  to  the  treatment  our  men  receive  in  the  prisons  of  the 
South  when  captured. 

The  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  is  a  common  topic  of  complaint 
between  those  engaged  in  war.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  prisoners 
of  war  shall  uniff)rmly  receive  the  comforts  of  a  camp  life,  much  less 
those  of  a  garrison  life.  The  severe  conditions  of  war  make  this  next 
to  impossible;  but  there  are  limits  beyond  which  bad  treatment  cannot 
be  permitted  to  go  without  subjecting  the  party  permitting  or  mtlicting 
It  to  the  condemnation  of  tbe  civilized  world.  Some  of  our  people  in 
the  Richmond  prisons  and  at  Belle  Isle  have  been  exposed  to  sutfeiinfj 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  terms  "shocking,"'  -cruel,"  '-barbarous."  and 
"inhuman''  become  mild  in  characterizing  it.  History  can  hardly  fur- 
nish a  parallel  to  it.  They  have  died  under  the  hands  of  the  rebels 
from  both  the  want  of  clothing  and  want  of  food. 

I  do  not  propose  to  multi|)ly  proofs  of  this,  which  I  have  in  feartul 
abundance,  and  will  content  myself  with  reciting  two  or  three  docu- 
ments, including  the  report  of  a  medical  officer  upon  the  condition  of  a 
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small  party  of  paroled  prisoners  received  at  the  parole  camp  at  Annap- 
olis directly  from  Kicbmond. 

The  report  is  as  follows :  * 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  statement  made  by  the  Rev.  John 
Hussey,  delegate  TJ.  S.  Christian  Commission,  bearing  date  Ifovember 
7,  1863,  the  Kev.  John  Hussey  having  been  recently  returned  from  the 
Richmond  prisons: 

I  wish  to  ;i(l(l  for  myself— for  I  spent  three  days  this  week  in  one  of  the  tobacco 
factories  (''Scott's")  with  about  160  privates  who  were  wounded  at  Chiekauiauga 
mostly,  and  now  nearly  recovered,  the  others  having  been  sent  to  Belle  Island — I 
wish  to  state  how  they  fare.  The  rations  are,  for  each  man,  twelve  ounces  of  bread 
and  two  to  three  ounces  of  beef  or  mutton  in  twenty-four  hours,  given  about  1  o'clock 
.each  day,  and  nothing  else;  no  stoves,  no  fuel,  no  light  at  night,  n<jsoap.  They  have 
no  straw  or  bunks  and  very  insufScient  clothing  ami  blankets;  not  one  in  four  has  a 
blanket.  They  have  very  generally  bad  colds  and  cough  incessantly.  They  are  not 
allowed  to  purchase  anything.  What  they  get  is  got  by  stealth  from  the  guard, 
who  charge  them  two  or  three  prices  for  everything  they  buy  for  them.  I  paid  fl 
for  a  small  si.x-ounce  loaf,  bat  they  usually  get  such  a  loaf  for  50  cents,  which  i.s 
double  the  price  out  in  the  city  for  bread  a  little  smaller.  But  the  most  of  the 
privates  were  robbed  of  their  money  and  have  to  live  on  their  rations.  So  much  for 
the  private  soldier. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  what  (the  names  referred  to  by  the  Rev.  Sir. 
Hussey  are  omitted,  because  the  otficers  are  still  prisoners  in  Richmond,  and  it  could 
do  them  no  good  should  a  publication  of  them  by  any  chance  reach  Richmond)  gen- 
erally desired  me  to  communicate  to  you  in  relation  to  the  comparative  treatment 
they  and  the  rebel  ollicers  in  the  \orth  receive,     from  notes  of  his  conversation  : 

"We  receive  12  ounces  of  bread  <laily,  half  a  gill  of  rice,  4  ounces  of  meat,  vinegar 
and  salt,  1  tallow  candle  to  each  room  containing  from  175  to  2(X)  officers.  They  fur- 
nish stoves  only  for  cooking  purposes,  and  scarcely  sufficient.  We  have  to  furnish 
our  own  cooking  and  table  utensils;  have  to  do  our  own  cooking,  and  rise  very  early, 
and  then  have  no  means  of  cooking  more  than  two  meals  a  day.  We  sleep  on  the 
floor  without  blankets  (except  as  our  Government  fnrnislies  them  to  us);  are  kept  in 
close  confinement  in  i-losely  packed  rooms,  dark,  deep,  and  insufficiently  ventilated, 
though  our  windows  have  no  glass  in  them.  Now,  we  protest  against  the  treatment 
their  otlicers  receive  from  our  tiovernment,  and  we  ask  that  they  be  placed  in  similar 
position  until  we  and  our  men  are  better  treated." 

They  would  have  sent  a  petition  signed  by  every  officer,  but  I  thought  it  not  safe 
to  undertake  to  bring  it  through.  Tliey  do  not  ask  our  Government  to  retaliate  on 
the  private  soldier  in  cajitivity,  but  upon  the  officers. 

Let  me  add,  the  otlicers  who  return  .South,  whether  they  escape  or  are  released,  as 
the  ihapl.iins  recently,  ;ilmost  uniformly  misrepresent  the  treatment  they  receive, 
and  from  it  justifv  the  treatment  our  officers  receive.t 

JOHN  HUSSEY, 
Delegate  I',  ,'i.  Christian  Commission. 

Rumors  of  this  inhuman  treatment  iiad  readied  liere  in  one  form  or 
another,  but  for  a  length  of  time  no  deduite  or  authentic  information 
could  be  obtained. 

When  it  was  stated  that  the  provisions  furnished  to  the  prisoners ' 
were  both  iusutiiuient  in  quantity  and  bad  in  (|uality,  it  was  usually 
asserted  that  it  was  as  good  as  the  rebel  soldiers  tlieiuselves  receiveii ; 
and  when  it  came  to  be  tolerably  certain  that  it  was  unendurable,  that 
it  was  the  best  within  the  power  of  the  rebel  tioveniment  to  furnish. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  iiifomiatinu  became  at  all  definite  and  reli- 
able tlie  Secretary  of  War  at  first  ordered  a  quantity  of  blankets  to  be 
sent  for  distribution  to  the  prisoners,  as.surances  having  been  obtained 
from  the  rebel  agent  that  they  would  be  delivered.  But  the  reports 
grew  worse,  and  that  very  suddenly,  taking  both  the  Government  and 
the  country  by  surprise,  until  the  truth  was  unveiled  that  our  men  in 

*  See  Radcliti'e  to  Vanderkieft,  November  2,  p.  475. 
t  For  full  text  of  this  communication  see  p.  482. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        613 

Kichmond  prisoua  and  at  Belle  Isle  were  freezing  to  death  and  dying 
from  starvation.  Immediately  large  supplies  of  both  clothing  and  pro- 
visions were  ordered  by  telegraph  to  be  sent  from  Fort  Jlonroe  to  City 
Point,  the  rebel  agent  causing  a  little  delay  by  refusing  to  allow  our 
agent  to  go  with  the  supplies  to  superintend  their  delivery,  but  offering 
to  have  them  delivered  by  the  rebel  commissaries. 

The  Secretary  of  War  threw  aside  all  ceremonies  ami  ordered  the 
supplies  to  be  delivered  to  the  rebel  commissaries,  and  large  supplies 
have  thus  been  committed  to  the  fidelity  of  the  agents  with  whom  we 
are  at  open  wai'.     Humanity  would  allow  no  other  course. 

With  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  address  the  following  letter  on  the  13th  instant  to  General  Mere- 
dith,* to  be  communicated  to  the  rebel  authorities,  to  which  I  have 
as  yet,  probably  for  want  of  time,  received  no  response. 

This  note  to  General  Meredith,  to  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Ould,  was 
written  in  the  charitable  hope  that  the  starvation  of  our  prisoners  iu 
Richmond  might  have  resulted  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  from  an  actual 
inability  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  authorities  to  provide  the  supplies 
they  were  bound,  iu  honor  and  humanity,  to  furnish  the  prisoners,  and 
that,  by  a  bare  possibility,  they  might  avail  themselves  of  the  offer  to 
relievo  themselves  from  being  publicly  exposed  to  the  gravest  accusa- 
tions. It  was  my  wish,  also,  not  to  omit  anything  which  offered  the 
least,  though  ever  so  slight,  prospect  for  affording  relief  to  our  pris- 
oners. 

I  ought  to  mention  the  fact,  to  the  honor  of  our  people,  both  at  home 
and  in  the  prisons,  that  the  moment  it  became  known  to  our  citizens 
that  our  ])risoners  were  suffering  offers  of  assistance  came  in  from  all 
quarters — from  sanitary  commissions  and  Christian  associations,  as 
also  from  various  business  firms  and  newspaper  establishments,  and 
from  great  numbers  of  individuals,  tendering  their  sympathies  and 
their  services,  their  hearts  and  their  purses,  while  many  of  the  suffer- 
ing prisoners  themselves,  to  their  infinite  honor,  without  fully  under- 
standing the  circumstances  iu  the  way  of  tlieir  exchange  and  release, 
found  means  to  express  themselves  willing  to  endure  any  amount  of 
sutferiiig  rather  than  that  the  Government  shoukl  comjiromise  any 
principle  involved  in  this  war.  And  here  I  must  remark  that  this 
noble,  self  sacrificing  spirit  has  been  conspicuous  among  the  class  of 
citizen  prisoners  who  have  been  ruthlessly  seized  and  incarcerated  by 
the  insane  authorities  of  the  South  in  the  vain  hoiie  of  forcing  the 
Government  into  concessions.  liut  the  sole  effect  of  this  wretched 
policy  has  been  to  inspire  the  people  with  patriotism  and  with  a  detes- 
tation of  tyranny,  affording  assurance  that  a  gre;it  principle  is  at  work 
in  the  midst  of  these  horrors,  whose  mission  it  is  to  preserve  repub- 
lican government  among  ns,  and  no  local  institution  will  be  permitted 
to  crush  or  destroy  it. 

It  is  proiier  to  state  iu  this  rei)ort  that,  while  our  prisoners  in  the 
South,  especially  in  Hichmontl,  have  been  subjected  to  every  sort  of 
privation  and  suffering,  through  the  agents  of  the  rebel  authorities,  if 
nut  liy  their  c()nnteiiance,  tlie  rebel  prisoners  in  our  hands  have  every- 
u iiere  been  provnled  witli  comfortable  liarracks,  except  at  one  single 
deiiot,  that  at  Point  Lookout,  where  the  prisoners  are  accommodated 
with  good  tents,  which,  as  every  soldier  knows,  are  easily  made  com- 
fortable, and  are  always  thankfully  received  by  troojis  in  the  field.  At 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio;  Camp  Morton,  Ind. ;  Camp  Douglas,  111.;  at  Rock 

'  See  p.  515. 
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Island,  ou  the  Mississippi,  there  are  good,  comfortable  barracks  for  all 
of  the  prisoners;  and  the  rebel  oflBcers  who,  for  greater  safety,  it  haa 
been  judged  expedient  to  send  to  Johnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  are  amply  provided  with  comfortable  winter  quarters,  with  an 
abundance  of  fuel;  and  at  all  of  our  prison  depots  the  prisoners  are 
not  only  comfortably  clad,  but  they  receive  each  a  full  army  ration 
from  the  commissary  department,  including  both  cotfee  and  sugar. 

Whilst  engaged  in  preparing  this  report  I  have  felt  called  upon  to 
address  a  letter  to  tlie  editor  of  the  Xew  York  Times  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  before  the  public  a  true  statement  of  the  causes  which  have 
suspended  exchanges  of  prisoners  of  war,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  C, 
I  annex  to  this  report  in  furrher  explanation  of  that  subject.* 

I  also  annex  hereto  a  communication  from  Colonel  Hoffman.  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners,  of  the  30th  instant,  inclosing  a  report  of 
prisoners  of  war  exchanged  and  in  custody  during  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Oen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


A. 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  November  4,  l.'^^S. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  several  applications  have  been 
addressed  to  me  having  in  view  the  exchange  of  citizens  as  prisoners. 
I  have  exhausted  my  efforts  by  correspondence  to  induce  the  enemy  to 
discharge  our  citizens,  held  as  such,  by  assurances  that  we  do  not  hold 
in  couhnement  any  citizen  on  the  ground  that  he  is  simply  a  citizen  of 
the  South,  but  in  all  cases  when  arrests  have  been  ordered  it  has  been 
for  some  special  cause.  Mr.  Ould,  the  agent,  refuses  to  discharge  our 
citizens,  holding  them  without  any  pretense  of  accusation  against 
them,  his  object  being,  professedly,  to  create  such  a  ''pressure''  upon 
our  "people''  as  shall  compel  the  Government  to  enter  into  a  sort  of 
cartel  ou  this  subject,  by  which  this  (iovernmeut  would  obligate  itself 
to  make  no  arrests  of  citizens  at  all.  or  to  hold  parties  in  arrest  only 
under  circumstances  that  would  virtually  be  dictated  by  the  rebeLs. 
The  visible  object  of  this  pro[io8al  by  Mr.  Ould  (or  liis  Government)  is 
to  place  the  rebels  of  the  South  in  all  respects  on  a  footing  with  citi- 
zens of  tlie  North,  by  which  the  Government  would  relinquish  all  right 
to  arrest  any  traitor  engaged  in  the  rebellion  unless  taken  in  arms. 

I  have  not  supposed  that  the  troverument  can  listen  to  such  a 
proposal. 

^leanwhile  many  of  our  citizens  are  suffering  in  Southern  prisons, 
and  the  i|uestion  remains,  How  are  they  to  be  relieved.' 

One  method  seems  obvious  to  nuauy  who  refer  to  it,  verbally  and  by 
letters,  to  wit,  that  of  arresting  citizens  in  the  South  in  synii)athy  with 
the  rebels,  to  be  exchanged  for  Union  men.  This  seems  to  be  a  first 
thought  with  many,  but  a  serious  objection  to  it  is  that  the  war, 
instead  of  being  carried  on  against  organized  opposition  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, wouki  immediately  degenerate  into  a  war  against  citizens, 
resulting  in  an  amount  of  suffering  frightful  to  contemplate,  by  which 
the  character  of  the  country  for  civilization  and  humanity  would  be 
hopelessly  compromised. 

"See  p.  594. 
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I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  this  course,  but  I  feel  called  upon 
to  bring  this  subject  particularly  to  your  notice  for  such  disposition  as 
you  may  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MaJ.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


I'dst.script  to  tlie  letter  of  General  Hitchcock  to  the  yen-  York  Times, 
published  December  i',  186.'^.* 

To  the  Editor  if  the  Neic   York  Times : 

In  further  explanation  of  the  subject  of  exchanges  of  prisoners  of 
war  I  make  tlie  following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Quid 
by  ( 'ol.  William  Ludlow  (as  agent  of  exchange),  dated  Xew  York,  July 
22,  1S63,  by  winch  it  will  be  seen  that  Colonel  Luillow  expressly 
declined  to  acquiesce  in  a  piopositioii  for  the  release  of  the  officers 
captured  and  parcded  by  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg: 

Voiir  commuDiratlon  of  the  17th  instant  (July,  1883)  has  been  tbrwanleil  to  me 
here  (Colonel  Ludlow  belnu;  temporarily  absent  from  Fort  Monroe  at  the  time). 
There  is  no  authority  in  the  cartel  for  your  proposed  declaration  of  exohaofje  of 
your  officers  captured  at  Vicksburg  in  the  manner  you  indicate. 

Yet  Mr.  Ould  subsequently,  after  (Colonel  Ludlow  had  been  relieved 
by  General  Meredith,  made  the  declaration  not  only  for  the  exchange 
of  the  officers,  including  one  lieutenant-general,  but  of  the  non-com- 
mi.ssioned  officers  and  privates,  embracing  nearly  all  of  General  Grant's 
captures.     Colonel  Ludlow  proceeds: 

TJie  cartel  provides  for  exchanges  of  equal  rank  until  such  are  exhausted  and 
then  for  e([Uivalents.  In  consequence  of  the  very  much  larjj;er  number  of  your  offi- 
cers and  men  we  hold  on  parole  and  in  confinement  you  can  give  uo  e(|uivalenta  for 
the  general  officers  you  desire  to  have  exchanged.  Voii  cannot  for  a  moment 
assume  that  you  can  select  a  general  olficer  and  declare  his  eciuivalents  in  those  of 
inferior  rank  when  we  hobl  the  paroles  of  your  oHicers  of  the  same  rank  as  the 
latter.  But  even  supposing  this  arrangement  was  permitted  by  the  cartel  I  do  not 
SCI"  hnw  you  could  avail  yourself  of  it  at  this  time. 

Yiiu  will  recidlect  that  since  the  proclamation  of  Hon.  Jetierson  Davis  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  more  especially  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress in  reference  to  our  captured  officers,  both  of  which  were  in  violation  of  the 
cartel,  and  have  caused  in  the  one  case  a  temporary  aud  in  the  other  a  cnntinued 
suspension  of  exchanges  of  officers,  that  all  such  exchanges  have  been  subjects  of 
special  agieeuieut  between  us. 

To  avoid  the  complications  and  annoyances  of  these  special  agreements  I  have 
again  and  again  urge<l  you  to  return  to  the  cartel,  but  up  to  the  present  moment  in 
vain.  On  the  contrary,  you  retain  in  close  continement  large  numbiTS  of  our  offi- 
cers for  whcun  I  have  made  a  demand  and  tendered  ei[uivaleuts.  Until  you  consent 
to  retain  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  cartel  for  exchanges  uf  officers  I  shall  not 
consent  to  any  exchanges,  exce|it  on  special  agreements. 

I  repeat  to  you  that  I  decline  to  unite  in  your  proposed  declaration  of  exchange 
of  officers  captured  at  Vicksburg,  and  if  recaptured  they  will  be  dealt  with  as  vio- 
lators of  their  parole.  '.)ught  you  not,  in  juatici.'  to  those  officers,  to  notil'y  tliem  "f 
the  exact  conditions  of  their  cases  and  thus  enaide  them  to  avoid  being  placed  in 
false  positions  f 

If  you  are  authorized  to  deliver  our  officers  now  held  in  close  confinement,  and  to 
a  return  to  the  cartel  in  exchanges  of  all  officers  and  men,  all  the  complicated  ques- 
tions which  have  arisen  within  the  last  few  mouths  can  be  promptly  disposed  of. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  and  the  idea  seems  to  have  been 
assidu(nisly  set  on  foot,  that  because  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of 
colored  troops  or  of  officers  confined  in  Southern  prisons,  captured 

•  .See  p.  .394. 
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subsequently  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  makes  no  prominent 
part  of  the  recent  correspondence  between  General  Meredith  and  Mr. 
Ould,  therefore  the  stand  taken  by  the  South  on  this  subject  has  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  exchanges ;  but  the 
simple  truth  is  that  the  recent  correspondence  grew  out  of,  and  had 
reference  exclusively  to,  other  than  specific  points  of  controversy,  and 
there  was  no  particular  occasion  to  discuss  in  that  correspondence  the 
proclamation  of  Mr.  Davis  and  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel  Congress  on 
that  subject. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Colonel  Ludlow's  letter  that  the  question  was 
fully  stated  in  all  its  bearings  by  Colonel  Ludlow,  and  tbat  Mr.  Ould 
was  invited,  if  he  liad  authority,  to  return  to  the  cartel;  that  is,  he  was 
invited  to  abandon  the  grouud  taken  by  Mr.  Davis  and  the  rebel  Con- 
gress. But  this  he  has  never  done;  and  to  sliow  that  the  South  has 
definitively  taken  its  stand  on  tliis  subject,  and  does  not  mean  to  recede 
from  it,  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  2d  instant  need  only  be  consulted. 

In  the  issue  of  that  date  the  Enquirer,  on  the  very  question  of  the 
treatment  of  colored  troops  and  their  officers,  recites  a  portion  of  the 
language  of  the  rebel  act  of  Congress  in  these  words: 

The  law  of  the  Coulederate  Congress,  approved  May  1,  1863,  recites:  "That,  in 
the  judgment  of  Congress,  the  proclamations  of  the  President  of  the  Uniteil  rttates, 
dated,  respectively,  September  22,  1862,  and  January  1,  1863.  and  other  measures  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  of  its  authorities,  commanders,  and  forces, 
designed  or  tending  to  emancipate  slaves  in  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  abduct 
such  slaves,  or  to  incite  them  to  insurrection,  or  to  employ  negroes  in  war  against 
the  Confederate  States,  or  to  overthrow  the  institution  of  African  slavery,  and  bring 
on  a  servile  war  in  these  States,  would,  if  successful,  produce  atrocious  consecjuences, 
and  they  are  iuconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  those  usages  which,  in  modern  warfare, 
prevail  among  civilized  nations.  They  may,  therefore,  be  properly  and  lawfiJly 
repressed  by  retaliation." 

Here  we  have  the  law  as  it  now  stands  unrepealed  upon  the  statute 
books  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America;  and  that  this 
expresses  the  public  feeling  in  the  South  we  need  only  read  the 
editorial  comments  in  the  Enquirer,  where  we  find  tbis  language: 

This  law  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  retaliate  for  every 
violation  of  the  laws  or  usages  of  war  ou  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  declares  the 
commanding,  organizing,  or  aiding  negroes  in  arms  against  the  Confederate  States 
to  be  inciting  servile  insurrectiou,  and  those  so  offending,  when  captured,  are  pun- 
ished with  death  or  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.  The  law  further  punishes  with 
death  the  inciting  a  servile  insurrection  or  rebellion;  and  that  all  negroes  aud 
mulattoes  taken  in  arms  against  the  Confederate  States  shall,  when  captured,  be 
delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  State  or  States  in  which  captured,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  the  laws  of  such  State. 

The  language  of  this  law  has  been  construed  by  the  enemy  to  apply  to  free  negroes 
of  the  L'nited  States,  and  we  nmst  admit  that  such  construction  is  not  forced,  bat 
does  come  within  the  terras  of  the  law.  But  as  it  is  clearly  not  within  the  province 
of  one  nation  to  undertake  to  prescribe  the  soldiers  which  another  shall  use  in  its 
armies,  we  hope  this  law  will  l>e  confined,  liy  additional  legislation,  to  such  employ- 
ment by  the  enemy  of --laves  or  free  negroes  of  the  several  States  of  the  Coufe<leracy. 

Here  we  see  that  the  law,  as  it  stands,  applies  even  to  free  colored 
men  of  tlie  North  who  may  engage  in  the  service  of  the  fnited  States; 
and  the  editor  takes  occasion  to  suggest  a  modification  of  the  law  so 
far  as  they  are  coneerned;  but  there  is  not  a  word  ;igainst  the  law  in 
other  resi)ects.  As  tiie  law  is  applicable  to  both  the  slaves  iind  the 
free  colored  people  uf  the  South  who  may  be  ibund  in  the  army  of  the 
Government  they  are  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  which  is  all  the  more  distinctly  declared  by  the  proposed 
exception  in  favor  of  the  free  colored  people  of  the  North. 

But  the  editor  did  not  intend  to  leave  the  smallest  doubt  as  to  the 
purpose  of  the  South  on  this  question;  for,  after  stating  an  exception 
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in  favor  of  the  free  colored  men  of  the  North,  which,  however,  the  law, 
as  it  stands,  does  not  recognize,  he  proceeds  to  remark  as  follows: 

Bnt  the  employment  of  our  slaves  and  free  nt-groes  re.sta  upon  entirely  ditferent 
premises,  and  retaliation  for  such  employment  comes  directly  under  the  laws  of  war. 
Upon  such  retaliation  we  can  stand  l.iefore  the  nations  of  the  world,  just  as  we  can 
upon  the  punishment  of  any  deserter  from  our  ranks,  or  of  treason  upon  the  part  of 
any  of  our  people. 

'■  The  right  of  poatliminium,"  says  Vattel,  "is  that  in  virtue  of  which  persona  and 
things  taken  by  the  enemy  are  restored  to  former  state  when  coming  again  under 
the  power  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belonged.'' 

And  the  American  jurist,  Wheaton,  says: 

"The  jus poslliminn  was  a  liction  of  the  Roman  law,  by  which  persons  or  things 
taken  from  the  enemy  were  held  to  be  restored  to  their  former  state  when  coming 
under  the  power  of  tlTe  nation  to  which  they  formerly  belonged.  It  was  applied  to 
free  persons  or  slaves  returning  j)0.s(/imina.''  Here,  then,  is  the  law  of  nations  under 
which  the  right  to  return  a  slave  to  his  master  is  plainly  ;ind  fully  laid  down,  and 
upon  this,  and  also  upon  the  right  to  punish  him  for  being  found  in  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  the  Confederate  authorities  will  stand,  and  from  which  they  will  not 
depart. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  rebel  law  and  the  rebel  comment,  aud  we  are 
told  iu  the  most  affirmative  language  that  upon  this  the  Confederate 
authorities  will  stand,  and  from  it  they  will  not  depart. 

In  view  of  this  expose  no  oue  can  doubt  the  purpose  of  the  South  on 
the  subject  of  colored  troops  who  may  be  captured  in  tlie  service  of  the 
Government;  aud  it  is  inconceivable  how  any  one  can  favor  the  proposi- 
tion of  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  while  the  law  in  the  South  is 
what  their  own  i)apers  represent  and  approve,  and  while  the  practice, 
unhappily,  according  to  a  good  deal  of  evidence,  goes  beyond  the  law 
itselt  iu  barbarity. 

It  may  just  be  remarked  that  the  Richmond  editor  treats  the  question 
as  one  between  two  nations  already  acknowledged  as  independent;  but 
the  recognition  of  certain  belligerent  rights,  principally  atfecting  pris- 
oners of  war,  does  not  relieve  rebels  from  obligations  under  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  jus  poxtliminii,  which. 
even  Wiieaton  calls  a  fiction  of  the  Roman  law,  is  wholly  inapplicable 
here;  and  the  right  of  the  South  to  punish  any  one  is  without  founda- 
tion, and  must  remain  so  until  all  rights  over  the  South  under  the 
(ieneral  Government  shall  cease;  and  this  has  now  become  a  (juestion 
of  jiower  as  between  the  I'ederal  (Government  and  the  rebellious  move- 
ment in  the  South,  to  reduce  which  involves  the  vcry.life  of  the  Union 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.   HITCHCOCK. 

Note. — Since  writing  the  letter  published  in  the  New  York  Times  of 
the  I'd  instant  1  have  a  further  proof  of  the  disposition  of  the  rebel 
agent  to  declare  prisoners  exchanged  without  regard  to  the  cartel, 
showing  most  clearly  tliat  the  excess  of  prisoners  now  in  confinement 
in  the  Novth  cannot  be  sent  South  on  parole  without  imminent  risk  of 
their  being  declared  exchanged  and  put  into  the  ranks  without  any 
proper  authority. 

To  understand  the  last  fact  that  has  come  to  light  in  this  history  it  is 
necessary  to  restate  that,  after  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  to  General 
Grant,  the  rebel  auent  of  exchange  designed  to  release  from  the  obliga- 
tions of  their  parole  the  Vicksburg  jirisoners;  but  (and  this  he  admitted 
.subsequently  to  his  declaration  of  exchange)  he  did  not  know,  in  detail, 
what  constituted  the  lorce  captured  aud  jiaroled  by  General  Grant. 
This  is  tlie  reason  why  in  making  his  declaration  he  refers  not  to  defi- 
nite numbers,  but  to  corps,  divisions,  liriuades,  &c.,  enumerating  those 
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best  known  to  him  as  being  a  portion  of  those  troops.  He  afterward 
made  a  further  declaration  including  others;  but  there  remained  yet 
some  troops  under  special  designations,  such  as  fragments  of  certain 
Mississippi  regiments  of  infantry,  the  Memphis  Appeal  Battery  Light 
Artillery,  the  Vaiden  Battery  Artillery,  and  other  fragments,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  l,-i74:  privates,  with  sundry  otHcers,  the  knowledge  of  whom 
has  probably  but  recently  reached  him;  and  as  he  bad  determined  to 
free  all  of  the  paroled  troops  in  the  South  within  his  reach  he  wrote  to 
Cleueral  Meredith  on  the  Ml  instant,  announcing  his  purpose  to  declare 
exchanged  on  the  (Jth  of  the  month  all  of  those  officers  and  men ;  which, 
of  course,  he  has  done,  thus  carrying  out  literally  his  avowed  purpose 
that  he  would  proceed  to  declare  exchanges  "whenever  he  conscien- 
tiously felt  the  right  to  do  so,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  men  into  the 
tield." 

At  the  time  he  made  his  first  declaration  of  exchange  (of  the  Vicks- 
burg  prisoners)  he  stated  in  a  letter  to  General  Meredith  that  he  bad 
"valid  paroles"  for  more  than  all  of  the  prisoners  lie  had  declared 
exchanged.  When  called  upon  for  those  paroles  be  furnished  the  tabu- 
lar statement,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed  (marked  I)),  amount- 
ing to  over  18,000  men,  as  already  referred  to.  In  forwarding  that 
tabular  statement  he  informed  (ieneral  Meredith  that  he  had  other 
valid  paroles  which  he  was  collecting  evidence  of  and  which  in  due 
time  he  would  claim  credit  for — thus  holding  out  an  indefinite  claim  for 
paroles  not  recognized  by  tiie  laws  of  war  and  of  men  not  delivered 
according  to  the  cartel;  and  now,  in  forwarding  the  last  list,  he  uses 
the  same  indefinite  language,  that  he  has  in  bis  possession  valid  paroles 
''sufficient  to  counterbalance  this  and  the  other  exchanges"  be  has 
declared. 

By  this  unauthorized  procedure  the  rebel  agent  would  establish  a 
practice  by  which  with  the  aid  of  rebel  raiders  ranging  over  unpro- 
tected portions  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  &c.,  be  may 
have  it  in  bis  power  at  any  time  to  discbarge  from  their  parole  any 
number  of  men  we  may  permit  to  go  South  on  parole.  If  we  now  call 
upon  him  to  Justify  his  last  declaration  (jf  exchange  he  would  without 
doubt  fiirnisli  another  tabubir  statement  embracing  miscellaneous  cap- 
tures by  guerrilla  parties  depredating  upon  and  capturing  peaceable 
people,  whose  only  offense  is  fidelity  to  tbe  Government  established  by 
their  fathers. 

I  have  stated  in  my  report  that  the  rebel  agent  had  delivered  at  City 
Point,  according  to  tbe  cartel,  about  15,000  men,  for  whom  be  had 
receipts,  and  tliat  having  done  so  be  was  entitled  to  declare  a  like 
uunibcr  of  bis  own  men  discharged  from  their  parole,  he  furnishing  a 
"list"  of  tliem.  Instead  of  conforming  thus  to  tbe  cartel  be  has  inforin- 
ally,  without  any  proper  conference  with  General  ^Mereditband  against 
tbe  formal  protest  of  (reneral  Meredith's  predecessor,  Colonel  Ludlow, 
actually  discharged  from  their  parole  and  put  the  officers  and  men 
into  tbe  rebel  army  about  37,000  men,  and  this,  too,  without  giving 
the  smallest  intimation,  though  invited  to  do  so,  of  a  purpose  to 
abandon  the  grounds  taken  by  the  rebel  authorities  with  regard  to 
captured  officers  of  tbe  Federal  Army  or  to  captured  officers  and  men 
of  the  colored  troops,  the  laws  and  proclamations  with  respect  to  these 
officers  and  men  remaining  unrepealed  and  ready  to  be  enforced  the 
moment  tbe  rebels  feel  safe  in  bringing  them  to  bear. 

E.  A.  HITCUCOCK. 
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Tabular  utatement  of  th-e  number  of  valid  Federal  paroles. 
(This  paper  was  sent  by  ilr.  Oilld  to  G-eaeral  Meredith  with  a  letter  dated  October  27.  1863.)' 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  ,yo,  i8«.?. 
Mai.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Wnsliington,  D.  <_'.: 
GENERAL:  Your  note  of  this  date,  requesting  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  prisoners  exchanged  and  in  eustody  on  both  sides,  is  just 
refeive<i,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  an  abstract  from  the 
recortls  of  this  office,  showing  the  number  of  Federal  prisoners  who 
have  been  in  the  liands  of  the  enemy,  and  how  many  have  been  released, 
exchanged,  died,  or  are  still  held  by  them  up  to  the  I'Oth  instant.  A 
similar  abstract  of  rebel  prisoners  who  have  been  or  are  still  in  our 
hands  is  also  inclosed. 

I  have  no  record  of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  except  the 
number  of  officers  stated. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Inclusure  No.  1.  ] 

Consolidated  report  of  prisoners  of  lear  (Federal)   eschamied.  paroled,   and   on   hand  at 
Richmond. 


Citizens.    Privates. 


itri'.:;idier-i;eiieral3 

(Jbaplains 

Siiii;eons 

Coloiirls 

LieiUiDaiit-L-oluuels 

ilaii.r.s 

Va\,Uin^ 


i:.\.  liaci^ed 7        7      T'J      ti:i      72      77  9?.r,  l.Slin    712  12. 2:;2  7:1  1180  ^7  .<4rt       712  110  866 

lliid 4  2        li           9        ISi;        r.i.s           !i  JIS 

nil  |i:ir"b- I        2        1 1  14  42      i-.-l        7ia    2,744    3, '74         6i  4.  Sio 

lliili.iiidut  Klilim.iiid  \'a        1...        "'.S      14      25      28  247        569 'Jti7 4,545 

Total 'J       9    150      77      97    1U6  1.197  1.916    106  U.  OIU  76.  IJIO  95. 387       8lj6  120.194 


W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantri/  and  Commisnary-General  of  Frisonern 
OlTlCE   roMMISS.\KY-(ii;NERAI.   UF    I'HIt^oXEItS, 

Ha^hington,  D.  C,  Xorrmher  jr,.  iS'J.l. 

■See  p.  4:il.  >  Krnns  fvi.lmtly  exi.st  in  tlii,-i  loliiiiin. 
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[Id closure  Xo.  2.] 

Consolidated  report  of  pHaoners  of  war  (Confederate)  exchanged,  pm-oled,  releasedy  and 
on  hand. 

RECAPITULATION.  ■ 


Lieutenant-generals . 

Brigadier-jit'nerals. .. 
Chaplaina 


CmIo 


Lieutenantcoloaels 

Majors * 

Captains 

Lieutenants 

Xon  comniissiuned  orticers. 

Privates 

Citizens ■ 


Total . 


213 

273 

186 

15 

2,790 

146 

10 

1,460 

244 

8 

1,952 

2,497 

6 

14,  982 

5,811 

4 

23,  244 

16,  .563 

2 

33,  126 

121, 156 

1 

121,156 

5.811 

5,811 

152,  764 

205,  600 

. 

. 

■^       j 

j 

M 

.2.S 

-1 

1 

1 

■J 

,  ! 

i 

|Si 

S3 

■:  ? 

3 

s- 

.2 

■|; 

ft 

O 

■M 

'u 

^ 

'~J 

117' 

Uie<l,  rek-ascil.e. 

ciiped,  if 

1 

63  , 

6 

70 

On  parole 

1  ! 

19 

16 

46  ! 

269 

186  .     146       244  I 


E.Kch.'irged .1.414  605 

Uii-d.  released,  e..<rape(l,  &c ■  140,  :i,  673 

On  paride 572  I  116 

Ou  baud  NovoinUr  1,  1863 ;  1.685]  1,417 

Total 5,811  I  3,811 


9,  875 

70 

2.«1 

21 

422 

83i,l 

10 

1137 

11 

1,54 

1,919 

12 

31)3 

15 

145 

3,939 

22 

535 

29 

222 

16,  563 

121 

156 

76,  943 

121,937 
12.  843 
20,  876 
43,814 


5,811  ,    199.470 


W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Iiifaiiiyij  aiid  CommiSKUry-Ueneral  of  Frisoners. 
Office  I'ommis.-^.ai'.v-Gk.vkral  of  I'la^oxKi;.-;, 

WnnhitKjloii,  L).  C,  Xorember  C'7,  18G3. 


.lUDCrE- Advocate  General's  Office, 

Dixemher  — ,  1863. 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States; 

lu  the  matter  of  the  application  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  to  review  the 
proceedings  of  a  military  coiiiiuissiou  lately  couveneil  iu  Cincinnati, 
Oliio.  for  tlie  trial  of  Cleiuent  L.  Vallaiuligham,  charged  with  a  viola- 
tion of  General  ( )rders.  Xo.  38.  is.sned  from  the  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
the  iiiidersigned,  J.  Holt,  .fudge- Advocate-General  of  the  Army  (if  the 
I'Uited  States,  charged  by  law  with  the  custody  of  the  recotd  of  the 


"  Errors  eviileiitlv  ' 


this  column. 
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proceedings  of  said  commission,  and  to  whom  it  is  asked  that  said  writ 
shall  be  directed,  submits,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
following  reasons  why  said  writ  of  certiorari  should  not  be  allowed: 

The  commission  was  organized  for  this  trial  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1863.  The  General  Order,  No.  38,  was  issued  and  published  by  Major- 
General  Burnside  on  the  13th  of  April,  1863.  The  order,  among  other 
things,  declared  that  the  ''habit  of  declaring  sympathies  lor  the  enemy 
will  not  be  allowed",  in  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  per- 
sons so  offending,  or  "who  in  any  way  aid  the  enemy,"  should  be  at  once 
arrested  and  tried  by  a  military  commission.  Upon  the  trial  Vallan- 
digham  was  charged  and  tried  for  violating  the  above  order  by  "ex- 
pressing public  sympathy  for  those  in  arms  against  the  Government, 
and  declaring  disloyal  sentiments  and  opinions,  with  the  object  and 
purpose  of  weakening  the  ])ower  of  the  Government  in  its  eft'orts  to 
suppress  an  unlawful  rebellion.''  LTpon  this  charge  there  was  a  full 
specification  preferred,  which  was  snfticient  in  form  and  substance.  On 
the  16th  of  May,  1863,  the  military  commission,  seven  of  whom  were 
present  and  tried  the  case  in  due  form,  unanimously  reported  and  found 
the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  chairge  and  specification,  upon  a  plea  of  not 
guilty  entered  by  the  court,  as  the  prisoner  denied  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  commission  and  refused  to  plead  as  directed  by  the  commission. 
The  court,  upon  their  finding,  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  close  confine- 
ment in  some  fortress  of  the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the 
commanding  officer,  there  to  be  kept  during  the  war.  The  proceedings, 
findings,  and  sentences  were,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1863,  duly  approved 
and  confirmed  by  MajorGeneral  Burnside,  and  Fort  Warren  designated 
as  the  place  of' imprisonment.  On  the  10th  of  May,  1863,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  commutation  of  the  sentence  thus  pronounced,  directed  Major- 
General Burnside,  without  delay,  to  send  Vallandigham  to  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Rosecrans,  to  be  by  him  put  beyond  our  military 
lines,  which  order  of  the  President  was  executed.  On  the  0th  of  May, 
1863,  the  prisoner  made  application,  by  Hon.  George  E.  Pugh,  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  districtof  Oiiio,  forthe 
allowance  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  be  directed  to  Majjor-General 
Burnside,  to  command  him  to  bring  the  prisoner  before  said  court. 
After  a  full  and  patient  hearing  of  the  application.  The  Eton.  H.  H. 
Leavitt,  presiding,  refused  the  writ,  declaring,  in  his  opinion,  that  he 
"could  not  judicially  pronounce  the  order  of  General  Burnside  for  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  Vallandigham  a  nullity,"  and  that  the  Legislature  of  Ohio 
had  passed  two  statutes  at  its  last  session  in  which  the  validity  and 
legality  of  arrests  in  said  State  under  military  authority  are  distinctly 
sanctioned. 

It  will  hardly  be  contended  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  jurisdiction 
by  any  proceeding  to  review  the  refusal  of  the  circuit  court  to  grant 
the  aj^plication  for  the  writ.  This  point  is  settled  in  the  case  of  Kaine, 
who  had  been  arrested  and  committed  upon  a  warrant  from  a  U.  S. 
commissioner  under  the  treaty  of  184-.  Application  was  made  in  his 
behalf  to  the  circuit  court  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  the 
district  judge  presiding,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  court  refused 
the  writ,  and  therefore  application  was  made  to  tiie  Supreme  Court  for 
writs  of  habeas  corpus  and  certiorari.  The  court,  per  Justice  Catron, 
refused  to  take  jurisdiction  {In  n-  Kaine,  11  Howard,  116),  and  in  the 
same  case  Justice  Curtis,  assenting  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  said: 

Not  ouly  hus  the  law  made  no  provision  for  ttie  revision  of  the  acts  of  the  lomniis- 
sioner  by  tins  court,  but  he  does  uot  exercise  any  part  of  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States. 
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And  further,  says  Justice  Curtis : 

By  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789  (1  Stats.,  p.  80),  the  Supreme 
Court  has  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  purpose  of  iuquiry  into  the 
cause  of  commitment. 

The  circuit  court  was  not  the  cause  of  commitment,  and  therefore, 
says  Justice  Curtis,  if  the  Supreme  Court  issued  the  writ  prayed  for— 

We  should  not  have  jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  commitment  shown 
by  the  petitioner,  and  uonseciueutly  the  writ  must  be  refused.     (Ibid.,  1:28.) 

It  is  clear  upon  the  ruling  in  this  case  that  the  refusal  of  the  circuit 
court  to  grant  the  application  for  the  writ  cannot  be  reviewed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  upon  habeas  corpus  or  certiorari. 

Has  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the 
military  commission  in  this  case  by  writ  of  error  or  habeas  corpus? 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  defined  by  the  third  article, 
second  section,  and  eleventh  amendment  of  the  Constitution.  By  the 
express  terms  of  the  second  section  the  original  jurisdiction  of  this  court 
is  limited  to  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls,  and  cases  iu  which  a  State  mijy  be  a  party.  This  case  not 
falling  within  either  of  the  cases  specified  in  the  Constitution,  the  court 
has  not  and  cannot  have  original  jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  The 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  limited  by  the  Constitution  "to 
all  other  cases  thereinbefore  mentioned,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with 
such  exceptions  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress  shall 
make.''  The  appellate  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  granted  by  the 
Constitution,  are  limited  and  regulated  by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and 
must  be  exercised  subject  to  and  within  the  exceptions  and  regulations 
made  by  Congress.  (Dusenfreau  vs.  United  States,  6  Cr.,  314;  Barrey 
vs.  Merrien,  5  Howard,  119;  United  States  rs.  Curry,  (i  Howard,  ll-j; 
Forsyth  vs.  United  States,  9  Howard,  571.)  The  case  is  believed  Tiot  to 
be  within  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  grants  of  appellate  jurisdiction 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is  not  believed  to  be  a  case  in  law  or  e(iuity 
within  the  meaning  of  those  terms  as  used  in  the  third  article  of  the 
Constitution,  nor  that  the  military  commission  is  a  court  within  the 
meaning  of  the  term  as  used  in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  17S9.  The  Supreme  Court  has  only  appellate  jurisdiction  to 
revise  the  judgment  or  proceedings  of  those  tribunals  over  which  and 
in  respect  to  which  the  laws  of  Congress  have  given  it  control.  {Ex 
parte  BoUman,  1  Or.,  p.  100.)  In  the  caseof  Kaine  above  cited  from  14 
Howard,  p.  119,  Curtis,  justice,  said: 

It  is  clear  that  this  court  has  no  control  by  appeal,  writ  of  error,  or  other  proceed- 
ins  over  a  commissioner  acting  under  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  or  under  color 
of  such  authority,  and  no  power  in  any  way  to  revise  his  proceedings,  for  the  reason 
that  the  law  made  no  provision  for  the  revision  of  his  acts,  and  for  tlie  further  rea.soii 
that  he  does  not  exercise  any  part  of  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States. 

And  in  the  case  of  Ex  parte  Metzger  (5  Howard,  176),  it  was  deter- 
mined that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  not  issue  to  examine  commit- 
ment ordered  by  district  judge  at  chambers  under  the  treaty  with 
France  for  the  reason  that  the  district  judge  in  the  case  exercised  w- 
sjiecial  authority,  and  the  law  had  made  no  provision  for  the  revision 
of  his  .judgment.  In  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Ferreira  (13 
Howard,  p.  4S),  Taney,  Chief  Justice,  says: 

The  power  conferred  by  Congress  on  the  district  judge  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  the  treaty  with  .S[)aiii.  tlmugh  judicial  in  its  nature,  is  not  judicial 
iu  the  sense  of  judicial  power  granted  to  the  courts  of  the  t'nited  States. 

In  thecase  of  Kaine  (14  Howard,  128),  Curtis,  justice,  says: 
The  circuit  court  has  power  to  iuHiet  iuiprisonraent  and  death  without  appellate 
control  of  the  ."supreme  Court.     Even  though  it  be  alleged  that  the  proceetUngs  of  a 
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circuit  court  by  which  a  citizen  is  imprisoued  are  coram  non  jtidice  and  void,  its 
judgment  is  final,  anil  no  relief  can  be  had-  in  the  Supreme  Court  by  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  or  by  habeas  corpus. 

To  the  same  effect  see  Ex  parte  Watkins  (3  Pet.,  193).  Curtis,  justice, 
recites  the  act  of  August  29, 1842,  which  provides  that  in  case  of  a  sub- 
ject of  a  foreign  Government  imprisoued  for  an  act  done  under  the  au- 
thority of  that  Government,  if  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  issued  therein 
by  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  or  by  a  district  court,  an  appeal  to 
the  circuit  court  and  from  its  order  to  the  Supreme  Court  is  expressly 
giveu,  and  says  it  is  for  Congress  to  determine  whether  this  class 
of  cases  shall  be  so  privileged.  (11  Howard,  128,  Kaine's  case.)  In 
the  case  of  Pratt  vs.  Fitzhugh  et  al.  (1  Black,  S.  C.  R.,  p.  272),  the 
defendants  in  error,  on  an  execution  issued  out  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  uorthern  district  of  New  York, 
had  liei'D  arrested  and  imprisoned,  the  execution  commanding  the 
marshal,  in  default  of  goods,  &c.,  to  satisfy  the  claim,  to  arrest  and 
keep  the  defendants  until  the  same  be  paid.  Upon  habeas  corpus  from 
the  circitit  court  of  the  United  States  the  defendants  were  discharged 
from  imprisonment.  Upon  this  proceeding  on  habeas  corpus,  Pratt, 
the  plaintiff  below,  sueil  out  a  writ  of  error  from  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  on  motion  to  dismiss  the  case  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  the  Supreme 
Court,  per  Ntdson,  justice,  decided  tliat  tlie  case  is  brought  up  under 
the  twenty-second  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  which  confines  the 
writ  of  error  to  cases  where  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  or 
value  of  $2,()on.  "This,"'  says  tiie  court,  "has  always  been  held  to 
mean  a  pro])erty  value,  aud  without  the  fact  of  value  being  shown  the 
court  has  no  jurisdiction."  Case  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction. 
It  is  not  clear,  upon  the  foregoing  cases,  that  theappellate  power  of  the 
Su()reme  Court  of  the  United  States  extends  only  to  such  cases  as  are 
witliin  the  general  judiciary  act  and  the  special  acts  expressly  giving 
api)ellate  jurisdiction,  and  that  said  court  has  no  api)ellate  jurisdiction 
to  revise  the  i)roceedings  of  tribunals  acting  under  or  by  color  of  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  but  which  do  not  exercise  any  part  of 
the  judiciary  (lower  of  tlie  United  States  except  when  the  same  is 
expressly  given  by  special  act  of  Congress.  (See  act  of  August  29, 
1842,  above  cited,  also  act  of  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  chapter  81,  and 
of  Thirty-sixth  Congress,  chapter  27,  and  act  of  1861,  chapter  61, 
p.  319.) 

Courts-martial  aud  military  commissions  act  under  or  by  color  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  but  do  they  exercise  any  part  of 
the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States?  That  is  well  settled  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Dynes  vs.  Hoover  (20  Howard,  p.  0.3),  in 
which  the  court  say,  among  the  powers  conferred  by  Congress  by  the 
eighth  sectiim  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  are  the  following: 
To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,  to  make  rules  for  tlie  government  of 
the  land  and  naval  forces;  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  second 
article  of  tlie  Constitution  it  is  declared  that  the  President  shall  be 
<'ommander-in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  &c. 
These  provision.s,  say  the  court,  show  that  Congress  has  the  power  to 
]irovide  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  military  and  naval  offenses  in 
the  manner  tlien  aud  now  jiracticed  by  civilized  nations,  and  that  the 
power  to  do  this  is  given  without  any  connection  between  it  and  the 
third  article  of  the  Constitution  defining  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States:  indeed,  that  the  two  powers  are  entirely  inde[)eiidentof 
each  other.  This  opinion  of  the  court  clearly  declares  and  settles  the 
point  that  the  trial  aud  punishment  of  military  offenses  is  a  power 
under  the  Coustitution  which  has  no  connection  with  the  judicial  power 
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of  the  United  States,  but  is  entirely  independent  of  it.  If  tbis  be  so, 
tiie  military  commission  which  tried  Vallandigham  is  not  a  court  within 
the  meaning  of  that  term  as  used  in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  judi- 
ciary act,  nor  did  it  exercise  any  part  of  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States,  though  its  proceedings  were  of  a  judicial  character.  Upon  the 
authorities  above  cited,  in  the  cases  of  BoUinan,  Metzger,  Ferreira, 
Kaine,  &c.,  there  can  in  such  case  be  no  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  unless  expressly  given  by  Con- 
gress. That  there  is  no  express  act  of  Congress  giving  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  appellate  jurisdiction  to  revise,  by  writ  of 
error,  habeas  corpus,  or  in  any  way,  the  proceedings  of  conrts-martial 
or  military  commissions  will  doubtless  be  conceded.  If  wrong  has  been 
done  the  applicant  by  the  commanding  officer  who  ordered  his  arrest, 
or  by  the  military  court  who  tried  and  sentenced  him,  his  remedy  is  by 
action  against  them,  not  by  review  in  this  court  of  their  proceedings. 
It  is  ndt  deemed  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  confer  the  appellate  jurisdiction  claimed,  in  the  absence  of  any 
statute  for  that  purpose.  That  this  military  power  for  the  common 
defense  in  time  of  war  inheres  in  the  military  commander,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  civil  authority,  appears  by  the  elaborate  opinion  of  tlie  late 
Attorney-General  Gushing.  (Opinions,  vol.  8,  p.  365.  See  also  Benet, 
14,  and  Halleck,  380.) 

In  the  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden  (7  Howard,  ■45),  the  court,  per  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  say : 

I'niinestioniibly  a,  State  may  use  its  military  power  to  put  down  an  armed  iusur- 
rectiou  too  strong  to  be  controlled  by  civil  authority.  *  ■"  '  Without  authority 
to  do  this  martial  law  and  the  military  array  of  the  Government  would  be  mere 
parade,  and  rather  encourage  attack  than  repel  it. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  Supreme  Court  might  with  as  much 
propriety  be  called  upon  to  restrain  by  injunction  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  as  to  revise  by  certiorari  and  reverse  the  proceedings  of  the 
military  authorities  in  time  of  war  in  the  punishment  of  all  military 
offenses  according  to  the  usages  of  civilized  nations  and  the  powers 
given  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  common 
defense  and  public  safety. 

Eespectfully  submitted.* 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- A  d  voca  te-  Genera  L 

Note. — Though  Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  in  the  case  of  Watkins  ex 
parte  (3  Peters,  I'-'S),  above  cited,  says:  -'No  law  of  the  United  States 
prescribes  the  cases  in  which  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  be  issued," 
it  is  submitted  that  he  does  not  decide  that  the  law  does  not  prescribe 
the  Federal  tribunals  which  may  issue  it,  and  the  courts  whose  pro- 
ceedings may  be  revised  by  it,  upon  habeas  corpus,  certiorari,  &c.,  in 
the  Supreme  Court.  Certiorari  will  not  lie  to  remove  a  proceeding 
pending  in  an  interior  court  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  jurisdiction. 
(Fowler  r.s.  Liudsey,  Fowler  r.s'.  Miller,  3  D.,  411;  I,  291.) 

Qmere.  Will  it  lie  in  a  case  where  the  tribunal  has  been  dissolved 
and  has  ceased  to  exist,  ami  the  sentence,  as  appears  by  the  record,  has 
been  revoked  by  being  commuted  by  the  President  in  the  exercise  of 
his  constitutional  authority  ?  Is  not  the  Supreme  Court  asked  virtually 
to  review  and  reverse  an  order  made  by  the  President  as  Comsuander- 
inChief  of  the  Army,  by  wliich  he  directed  a  public  enemy  to  be  sent 
beyond  the  lines  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States? 

'  bee  ex  parte  Vallaniligham,  1  AVallace,  p.  243. 
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Washington,  December  l,  1863. 
General  S.  A.  Meredith:  ' 

Have  you  any  reasou  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Ould  has  made  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  supplies  sent  forward  for  our  prisoners,  refusing  to 
send  some  and  sending  others?  Has  he  indicated  a  distinction  as 
between  Government  supplies,  State  supplies,  and  supplies  sent  by 
individuals  ?  Do  you  now  believe  that  the  supplies  reach  the  prisoners 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  to  what  extent?  If  necessary  vou  will 
make  the  inquiries  of  Mr.  Ould  by  a  special  trip  of  the  tlag-'of  truce 
boat,  putting  your  inquiry  in  the  simple  form  of  a  (piestion. 

E.  A.  UITCHCOCK. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  December  i,  isns. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  HiTCHCOCK, 

Commissioner  <>/  Exchange,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
The  llag-of-truce  boat  has  this  moment  arrived.  The  only  reason  I 
had  to  doubt  the  distribution  of  (iovernment  supplies  was  the  report 
of  the  surgeons  as  to  not  receiving  meat  for  four  days  and  the  reports 
of  Doctors  Myers  and  Meeker.  These  doubts  are  now  in  a  great  meas- 
ure removed,  as  1  learn  uuofQcially  that  several  officers  in  charge  of  our 
prisoners  at  Richmond  i:ave  been  cashiered.  I  shall  forward  to  morrow 
morning  a  large  lot  of  supplies  and  hope  to  have  a  report  from  Ifich- 
mond  on  the  return  of  the  boat,  which  I  will  forwnrd  to  you. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 

Bri(ja<lier-<jener((l. 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  December  1,  1^63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissari/-(reneral  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  (J.: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Andrew  Johnson,  jr., 
has  been  released  in  exchange  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler,  and  I 
have  this  day  orderetl  him  to  report  in  person  to  you. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and  Vonimissioner  for  ExchaiK/e. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  l>.  V.,  December  1,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  .ScnoEi'F,  Commanding  Fort  Dclairare,   Del.: 

(lENERAL:  liy  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  prohibit 
all  trade  with  the  sutler  by  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware.  See 
that  this  order  is  strictly  earned  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel    TItird   Infantry  and  Coinmisxarg-deneral  of  Pris/mers. 

(Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  Brig.  Gen.  ( '..  Marston,  commanding  depot 
prisoners  of  war.  Point  Lookout,  .Md.;  Col.  William  Wallace,  command- 
ing Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio:  Col.  G.  W.  K'incaid,  commaudin"- 
military  prison,  Alton,  111.;  Col.  C.  V.  De  Land,  eommanding  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  III.;  Colonel  .Stevens,  Camp  .Morton,  Ind.) 
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Office  Commssaey-Gbneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  1,  1863. 

Col.  0.  Thomas,  ^^    ,  •    .       r,  n 

Acting  Quartermaster-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Army,  ]\  aslungton,  u.  c; 
Colonel  :  Five  thousand  prisoners  of  war  have  been  ordered  to  the 
depot  at  Rock  Island,  and  to  anticipate  their  arrival  I  have  to  request 
that  the  following  articles  of  clothing  be  sent  there:  1,000^  coats,  1,000 
pants,  1.000  shirts,  1,000  stockings,  1,000  shoes,  5,000  blankets. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  **'''^f^"*'..pp,r .  ^ 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

GoLUMBiTS,  Ohio,  December  1,  1863.     (Keceived  i  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

1  credit  the  rumor  that  Morgan  is  in  Canada.  Allow  me  to  advise 
that  a  good  detective  police  officer  be  sent  to  watch  his  movements  and 
never  be  out  of  his  sight.  Vallandigham  should  also  thus  be  looked 
after.  I  forwarded  to  Assistant  Secretary  Watson  all  the  information 
iu  mv  possession  as  to  Morgan's  escape. 

D.  TOD, 

Governor. 

War  Department, 
Washington   City,  December  1,  1863 — i.l5  p.  m. 
Governor  Ton,  Columbus  : 

I  doubt  the  report  as  to  Morgan  being  in  Canada,  but  suspect  it  is  a 
ruse  to  mislead  and  allay  vigilance.     Officers  will  be  sent  as  suggested. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Departmen  i  ,  December  1,  1863. 
Governor  ToD,  Columbus  : 

If  Morgan  has  really  got  to  Canada  he  will  be  a  dangerous  leader 
for  the  rebels  there,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  should  be  exercised. 
What  State  force  have  you  on  the  border? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  December  1,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Xew   York  : 

If  John  Morgan  has  reached  Canada,  as  reported,  he  will  make  a  dan- 
gerous leader  for  the  rebel  conspirators  thero.  If  you  are  in  communi- 
cation with  any  of  the  Britisli  authorities  it  would  be  well  to  warn  them 
at  once,  and  too  much  vigilance  cannot  be  exercised  on  our  bonier. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  af  War. 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  December  1,  1863. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

The  President  having  been  informed  that  Governor  Pratt  has  been 
sent  to  Fortress  ."Monroe  to  be  put  beyond  the  lines,  he  directs  that  he 
be  uot  sent,  but  remain  in  your  charge  until  further  order. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Charles  O.  Joline,  AidedeCamp,  Few    York: 

^[ajor  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  inquiring  how  a 
prksoner  formerly  in  the  rebel  service  may  reinstate  himself  as  a  loyal 
citizen,  I  have  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  MajorGeneral  Dix, 
that  all  such  cases  are  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  a  discharge  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  can  be  granted  only  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  but  such  discharges  are  now  granted  only  on  very  rare  occasions. 
Instructions  have  been  given  to  commanders  in  charge  of  prisoners  to 
report  to  this  office  the  names  of  all  who  desire  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  giving  a  brief  statement  of  the  particulars  in  each  case. 
All  so  reported  will  n(jt  be  sent  forward  for  exchange,  but  at  a  future 
day,  when  the  Secretary  of  War  thinks  it  advisable,  such  applications 
will  be  tiually  acted  on,  and  all  whose  cases  are  ftxvorably  presented 
will  be  discbarged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary  (Jeneral  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,   Washington  City,  December  '3,  1S6S. 

Hon.  Benjamin  S.  Cowen, 
RoswELL  ^lARsn,  Esq.,  and 
Hon.  Samvel  W.  Bostwick: 

Gentlemen:  You  have  been  appointed  a  special  commission  to 
examine  into  and  report  upon  the  cases  of  political  and  State  prisoners 
held  under  authority  of  the  United  States  at  the  State  prison  at  Alton, 
Saint  Louis,  Camp  Douglas,  or  elsewhere  within  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri.  For  your  services  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  you 
will  be  allowed  the  usual  compensation  of  88  per  diem  while  actu- 
ally ciriployed  and  your  necessary  traveling  expenses.  Von  are  also 
authiirized  to  employ  a  clerk  at  a  rate  of  not  exceeding  •'?3  per  diem. 
In  the  performance  of  your  duties  you  will  observe  the  following 
instructions: 

First.  As  soon  as  convenient  you  will  proceed  to  the  city  of  Saint 
Louis  and  report  yourselves  to  the  commander  of  the  department, 
MajorGeneral  Scholield,  who  will  give  such  orders  to  his  subordinates 
as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  you  to  perform  your  duties.  If  there 
be  any  political  or  State  prisoners  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis  you  will 
cause  them  to  be  brought  before  you  for  personal  examination  and  to 
hear  their  statements,  having  previously  obtaineil  from  the  officers  by 
whom  they  have  been  arrested,  or  any  otiier  officers,  a  copy  of  the 
charges  or  causes  for  which  the  arrests  and  detentions  have  been  made. 
Where  necessary  you  will  apply  to  General  Scholield  for  aid  to  procure 
the  attendance  of  officers  or  other  persons  making  arrests  and  neces- 
sary information  touching  that  subject.  Vou  may  hear  tlie  testimony 
of  any  persons  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
any  prisoners,  and  take  such  means  as  you  may  deem  right  and  proper 
to  understand  the  merits  of  the  case.  This  examination  will  be  [)rivate 
and  informal,  and  with  a  view  simply  to  informing  yourselves  of  the 
propriety  of  the  prisoner  being  retained  in  custody  or  discharged. 

Second.  If  you  shall  find  a  case  to  lie  one  where  there  is  no  further 
occasion  for  imprisonment  you  will  make  report  thereof  to  Major-Geu- 
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eral  Schofleld,  who  will  order  his  dischar},^e.  If  on  the  other  hand  you 
should  find  that  the  prisoner  is  one  who  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
go  ;it  large  during  the  existence  of  the  present  war,  or  that  he  should 
be  discharged  upon  terms  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  giving 
bond,  or  on  any  other  reasonable  terms  which  your  judgment  may  pro- 
vide, you  will  report  that  fact  to  General  Schotield,  and  you  may 
yourselves  take  paroles,  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  take 
bonds  of  good  behavior  toward  the  United  States  during  the  war. 

Third.  You  will  keep  a  brief  record  or  docket  of  your  proceedings, 
specifying  the  name,  residence,  occupation,  age,  and  sex  of  the  party 
examined;  the  cause  for  which  he  was  arrested;  where  and  by  whom 
the  arrest  was  made,  and  where  he  has  been  imprisoned,  and  also  not- 
ing your  action  in  his  case. 

Fourth.  If  in  any  case  you  shall  require  special  instructions  from 
this  Department  you  will  apply  for  them. 

Fifth.  Having  completed  your  examination  at  .Saint  Louis,  you  will 
proceed  to  Alton  and  hear  and  determine  the  cases  of  such  prisoners. 

Sixth.  After  having  completed  your  duties  at  Alton  you  will  proceed 
to  Camp  Douglas,  at  Chicago,  111.,  or  to  any  other  camp,  military 
prison,  or  post  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  where  you  may  ascer- 
tain that  state  or  political  prisoners  are  contined  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  their 
cases  according  to  instructions  herein  given. 

Seventh.  You  are  authorized  to  call  upon  quartermasters  for  neces- 
sary transportation  where  the  ordinary  channels  of  travel  will  not 
answer  the  purpose.  General  Schotield  will  also  provide  you  with 
stationery. 

Eighth.  General  Schotield  will  provide  you,  or  you  may  procure  for 
yourselves,  a  suitable  room  or  place  for  transacting  your  business.  On 
application  to  the  commandant  at  Alton  he  will,  upon  showing  these 
instruitions  to  him,  provide  you  with  the  necessary  quarters  there, 
and  the  same  will  be  done  by  the  commandant  at  Camp  Douglas,  or  at 
any  other  military  post  or  prison  where  your  duties  may  call  you. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of  U'ar. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  6'.,  December  :.',  1S6.3. 

Pjrig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

Genkhal:  The  Secretary  of  \V^ar  has  directed  that  hereafter  pris- 
oners of  war  will  be  permitted  to  receive  such  articles  of  clothing  as 
tliey  are  allowed  to  have  only  by  issues  from  the  (juartermaster's 
department  as  provided  for  by  the  circular  of  regulations,  or  from 
members  of  their  immediate  family.  Friends  and  sympathizers  are 
not  to  be  permitteil  to  send  in  clothing  for  distribution,  and  under  no 
circumstances  will  prisuners  be  allowed  more  than  the  prescribed 
amount.  Generally  greatcoats  are  prohibited,  but  they  will  be  allowed 
ill  such  cases  as  in  your  judgment  they  are  demanded  by  considera- 
tions of  humanity.  They  will  not  be  permitted  to  receive  provisions 
from  any  person.  Their  rations,  with  such  vegetables  as  you  purchase, 
are  ample,  and  uothing  more  can  be  allowed.     The  fund  will  enable 
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you  to  purchase  all  such  articles  for  the  sick  as  may  be  recommended 
by  the  surgeon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN", 
Colonel    Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-deneral  of  Prisoiier.s. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  5,  rst:.H, 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners  .- 

Sir:  Having  executed  your  instructions  of  I'itth  of  October  last,  I 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that  on  or  about  the  31st  of  October 
I  reported  iu  person  to  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  at  Fort  Monroe,  and 
at  that  time  anticipated  an  early  meeting  with  Hon.  Robert  Ould, 
tlie  Confederate  agent  of  exchange.  The  state  of  the  correspondence 
and  negotiations  between  Mr.  Ould  and  General  Meredith,  however, 
rendered  it  inexpedient  that  any  personal  consultation  with  Mr.  (_)uld 
should  then  take  place.  Fnder  the  direction  of  General  Meredith  1  imme- 
diately employed  myself  in  getting  forwurd  siijiplies  of  focxl  and  cloth- 
ing for  our  prisoners  in  Richmond,  as  ordered  bj*  the  War  Department. 
My  first  and  only  interview  with  Mr.  Ould  was  on  the  -'■id  ultimo.  It 
was  informal,  and  indeed  uuotticial.  so  far  as  matters  relating  to 
exchange  were  concerned,  but  referred  maiidy  to  the  action  of  our 
Government  in  sending  forward  supplies  to  the  Richmond  prisoners — 
officers,  soldiers,  and  citizens. 

Allusion  was  incidentally  made  to  the  question  of  exchange  and  the 
correspondence  and  statements  that  had  then  recently  been  published 
iu  the  Richmond  pai)ers  on  that  subject.  I  took  occasion  to  as.sure  Mr. 
Ould  that  he  had  misconceivetl  the  intention  of  the  United  Htates  Gov- 
ernment in  attributing  to  it  a  settled  policy  against  any  exchange  nf 
prisoners.  To  which  he  replied,  in  substance,  that  possibly  he  had; 
that  his  last  dispatches  received  from  General  Meredith  contained  a 
communication  from  Major-General  Hitchcock  to  (Jeneral  Meredith  on 
the  subject  of  the  paroles  in  ilispute  which  seemed  to  evince  a  si)irit  of 
fairness  that  led  him  to  hope  that  some  settlement  favorable  to 
exchange  could  be  made.  On  the  25th  ultimo  I  accompanied  General 
Meredith  to  City  Point  for  the  purpose  of  having  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Ould.  We  reached  City  Point  Just  at  evening  and  as  the  rebel 
flag-of-truce  boat  arrived  there  with  our  surgeons  and  with  Mr.  Ould 
on  board.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  (ieneral  Meredith  held  an 
interview  with  him  on  board  the  rebel  boat,  at  which  I  was  not  present. 
In  that  interview  General  Meredith  assures  me  he  made  a  direct  ini|uiry 
of  .Mr.  Ould  if  he  would  exchange,  (jthcer  for  oliicer,  man  for  man,  and 
rank  for  rank,  or  equivalents,  to  winch  he  replied  tliat  he  would  only  do 
so  provided  the  United  States  Government  would  lelease  on  parole  all 
Confederate  i)risoners  of  war  now  held  as  such.  At  the  time  I  was 
detailed  for  duty  in  your  bureau  I  entertained  the  conviction  that  the 
Confederate  authorities  would  exchange  prisoners  to  the  number  held 
by  them  without  reference  to  existing  complications,  deferrii]g  all  dis- 
})uted  questions  for  future  settlements;  Such  conviction  was  based  on 
assurances  repeatedly  given  to  our  officers  prisoners  in  Richmond  by 
othcials  connected  with  the  Confederate  rule  there,  and  given  to  me  by 
at  least  two  officers  of  the  Confederate  exchange  bureau  at  the  time 
of  my  release.     I  also  entertained  the  belief  that  the  Government  at 
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Richmond  would  not  raise  the  question  of  any  distinction  between 
officers  commanding  wliite  and  colored  troops;  this  belief  was  founded 
on  like  repeated  assurances  from  the  same  source. 

I  have,  however,  become  thoroughly  convinced  that  I  placed  too 
much  contideuce  in  assurances  which  probably  at  most  were  but  mere 
expressions  of  individual  opinion.  The  position  our  Government  has 
taken  with  reference  to  exchange,  it  seems  to  me,  has  become  a  neces- 
sity in  view  of  the  repeated  breaches  of  faith  by  the  rebel  Government 
and  the  position  it  has  taken  respecting  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war.  I  am  well  satisfied,  too,  that  any  arrangement  for  an  exchange 
would  fail  to  secure  the  release  from  Southern  prisons  of  all  officers 
and  men  obnoxious  to  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Confederate  Congress 
and  the  proclamation  of  President  Davis,  or  to  the  bitter  animosities 
of  their  rebel  neighbors  in  the  Border  States.  Pretenses  of  negro  steal- 
ing, treason  toward  a  sovereign  State,  of  arson,  robbery,  &c.,  furnish 
the  pretext  for  the  exercise  of  a  punic  faith  and  barbarous  treatment 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  honorable  warfare.  As  is  witnessed  by 
the  retention  of  a  chaplain,  after  an  agreement  to  release  all  chaplains; 
bytheretentioiiofsurgeons  after  a  like  agreement:  the  treatment  of  Gen- 
eral Milroy's  command,  captured  at  ^^'inchester.  in  denying  to  his  offi- 
cers the  very  limited  favors  allowed  to  other  otticers  in  the  Libby  Prison ; 
the  close  contiuement  in  a  cell  of  Colonel  i'owell  and  other  officers  on 
bread  and  water;  retaining  officers  on  cliarges  after  a  second  capture, 
where  they  had  been  duly  exchanged  alter  tlie  charges  were  made; 
com|ielling  Union  officers  from  Border  St;\tes  to  wear  heavy  irons  for 
months  without  giving  them  a  trial,  and,  indeed,  wliere  only  the  vague 
and  indetinite  charge  of  treason  against  a  State  was  pretended  as  a 
jus<  itication.  The  cruel  butchery  of  officers  commanding  negro  troops, 
if  not  done  by  the  direct  order  of  the  rebel  Government,  certainly  is 
with  its  acquiescence  and  approval. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  the 
Government  is  right  in  the  course  it  is  pursuing  in  the  matter  of 
exchange.  Individual  sutfering  is  a  strong  claim,  but  an  unyielding 
adherence  to^'a  line  of  conduct  that  will  compel  an  observance  of  the 
rules  of  lionorable  warfare  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

The  hope  of  the  Kichmond  Government  has  been  that  the  misery 
intiicted  on  our  prisoners  in  the  South  would  compel  our  Government 
to  yield  vital  points  of  controversy,  and  thereby  it  would  be  enabled 
still  in  the  future  to  impose  its  unreasonable  and  barbarous  conditions. 

The  sooner  this  hope  is  dispelled  the  nearer  our  prisoners  will  be  to 
measures  of  relief.  Meanwhile  our  Ciovernment  will,  no  doubt,  continue 
the  humane  and  necessary  course  in  providing  food  and  clothing  for 
our  prisoners  in  Richmond  and  elsewhere,  and  the  logic  of  events  will 
in  the  end  solve  the  difficulty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  vcrv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'\VM.  IRVINE, 
LU-uteHiuitCohincl  Tenth    Xeir    York  Caralnj. 


WASHTNiiTON  City.  1).  C.,  Pecemher  2,  186S. 
General  Q.  A.  GILLMuKE,  ('oininnndhni,  it-f.  .- 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  reijuire  a  report  from  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  colored  reginu^nts  ser\ing  under  your  command  showing  the 
number  of  officers  and  men  who  lia\e  lieen  killed  or  wounded  since  tliey 
reported  for  duty,  and  partieuhuly  a  lepurt  of  the  missiug,  and  that 
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the  officers  who  make  the  report  be  required  to  give  their  opinion  and 
the  grounds  of  it  as  to  the  probable  disposal  whicli  may  have  been  made 
of  the  missing  by  the  rebels.  I  request  also  that  in  case  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  the  officers  who  may  be  called  upon  for  reports  will  state 
whether  they  were  either  killed  or  wounded  in  fair  tight  under  the 
usages  of  war,  or  were  subjected  to  any  barbarous  treatment  whatever. 
In  order  that  there  nniy  be  no  mistake  on  this  subject,  I  beg  to  inform 
you  that  the  object  of  this  inquiry  is  to  ascertaiu  whether  any  occasion 
has  occurred  re<iuiring  special  action  under  the  proclamation  of  his 
Excelleucv  the  President,  the  design  of  whicli  was  to  secure  to  colored 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  Government  such  treatment  as  all  soldiers 
are  entitled  to  according  to  the  laws  of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


"Washington  City,  D.  C,  December  2,  1S63. 
Commanding  Officer  Port  Hudson,  La.: 

Sir:  A  few  days  since  there  was  ])ublished  in  a  Xew  York  jniper 
what  purported  to  be  a  letter  from  an  officer  at  Port  Hudson  giving 
publicity  to  a  report  to  the  ett'ect  that  a  white  officer  of  colored  troops  and 
twenty  men  (colored)  who  had  been  taken  [)ri8oners  by  the  enemy  were 
hanged  within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  capture. 

I  will  thank  you  for  any  information  you  may  be  in  possession  of, 
official  or  otherwise,  on  this  subject,  not  only  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular report,  but  any  other  of  a  similar  character. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  \'ols,,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,   December  2,  ISiio — lO.i'O  n.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith,  Fort  Monroe,  Vu.: 

Yesterday  I  directed  General  Hitchcock  to  ascertain  from  you,  tirst, 
whether  supplies  furnished  by  this  Govermnent  for  our  prisoners  at 
liichmond  were  received  and  forwarded  by  the  rebel  agent,  and,  secoiul, 
whether  supplies  furnished  by  State  agents  would  be  received  by  the 
rebel  agent  and  forwarded.  No  answer  has  been  received  to  the.se 
in(iuirics.  You  will  please  immediately  make  a  direct  answer  to  both 
questions. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  December  2,  1S63. 

(Received  2.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton: 

Government  supplies  for  our  prisoners  are  received  and  forwarded  by 
the  rebel  agent.  Supplies  furnished  by  State  agency  are  also  received 
and  f(n'warded.  Also  individual  supplies.  I  send  two  boats  laden 
with  provisions  to  City  Point  to-day. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier-General  and   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


632  prisoners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  2,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  Chattanooga: 

It  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  employ  prisoners  of  war  on  public 
works  or  as  laborers. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
(Copy  to  Comiuissary-CTeueral  of  Prisoners.) 


CoLLrviBUS,  Ohio,  December  3,  1S63. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

By  dispatch  just  received  from  the  mayor  of  Toronto  I  am  advised 
that  Morgan  is  not  iu  that  city.  The  volunteer  State  force  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  lake  shore  will  vary  but  little  from  10,000.  They  will  make 
a  most  reliable  body  of  troops.  I  have  not  the  means  to  complete  their 
armament  or  furnish  them  ammunition,  and  ask  authority  to  make 
reiiuisitious  on  your  ordnance  officer  here  for  both. 

DAVID  TOD, 

Governor. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  December  jJ,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 
Governor  Tod,  Columbus: 

It  is  in  my  judgment  by  no  means  improbable  that  Morgan  is  still  in 
Columbus,  secreted  with  some  copperhead.  You  may  increase  the 
reward  for  his  capture  to  $5,000,  and  stimulate  every  diligence  for  liis 
apprehension.  The  arming  and  equipping  your  lake-shore  guard  will 
be  provided  for  without  delay. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Enterprise,  December  3,  1S63. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

I  have  written  you  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  the  language 
of  the  parole  given  by  our  prisoners,  it  is  desirable  the  Government 
should  decide  how  far  they  are  subject  to  military  duty  and  of  what 
kind.  This  is  necessary  to  discipline  and  should  be  done  at  once.  Can 
they  be  armed  and  drilled  and  made  to  police  their  own  encampment? 
[Can]  officers  serve  on  court-martial  for  paroled  prisoners? 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General. 

(rmlorsemeiit.) 

December  4,  1803. 
According  to  agreement  between  the  two  Governments  paroled  pris- 
oners cannot  be  employed  ou  auy  military  duty  while  on  parole. 

S.  C. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  3,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

fSecretary  of   War,  Washington,  D.  C: 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  insi)ec- 
tion  of  the  condition  of  Cami)  Douglas  and  other  prison  camps,  made 
pursuant  to  your  instruetious  of  the  13th  ultimo. 
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I  left  this  city  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
Camp  Douglas,  it  being  the  chief  object  of  the  .service  upon  which  I 
veas  ordered,  to  iu(iuire  into  the  cause  and  extent  of  the  tire  which  had 
occurred  at  that  camp,  by  which  the  barracks  for  six  companies  and 
considerable  extent  of  fencing  had  been  destroyed.  I  arrived  at  Chi- 
cago on  Sunday  morning  and  immediately  after  breakfast  repaired  to 
Camp  Douglas,  which  is  on  the  outer  limits  of  the  city. 

On  inspection  of  the  ground  1  was  gratitied  to  tind  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  fence  was  much  less  than  had  been  reported,  being  only 
about  400  feet  instead  of  1.000,  as  at  first  estimated.  The  destruction 
of  the  barracks  was  more  serious,  involving,  as  had  been  rejiorted,  the 
quarters  for  six  companies,  with  mess  and  cook  rooms,  a  commissary 
store,  and  other  outbuildings.  In  addition  to  the  buildings  destroyed 
there  was  also  consumed  a  considerable  quantity  of  public  property, 
arms  and  accouterments  and  ([uartermaster  stores  and  private  prop- 
erty, consisting  of  clotliing  and  other  articles  belonging  to  officers  and 
soldiers. 

The  tire  occurred  about  midday  and  originated  in  a  room  occupied 
by  officers  during  the  absence  of  the  inmates  at  dinner.  It  appears  that 
there  was  a  large  tire  in  the  stove  and  either  through  the  over-heating 
of  the  iiipe  or  some  defects  in  it  near  the  roof  the  ceiling  took  iire,  and 
when  it  was  discovered  it  had  made  such  progress  it  was  impossible  to 
check  it.  A  high  wind  was  blowing  at  the  time,  and  when  the  door  of 
the  room  in  which  it  began  was  opened  the  riames  were  given  such 
power  that  it  was  not  possible  to  check  it. 

I'rompt  means  were  immediately  taken  by  the  commanding  officer, 
Col.  (_".  V.  De  Laud,  Michigan  sharpshooters,  to  check  the  tire  and  at 
tlie  same  time  to  restrain  tlje  prisoners  of  war  from  any  attempt  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  it  gave  them  to  make  their  escape.  To 
contine  the  tire  to  as  small  a  limit  as  possil>le  a  portion  of  the  line  of 
barracks  was  torn  down,  and  as  the  wind  was  across  the  line  this  [>lau 
accomplished  the  object  and  checked  the  tire  in  that  direction,  but  the 
wind  carried  the  flames  directly  over  the  cook-houses  and  otiier  build- 
ings and  fencing  in  the  rear  and  they  were  all  consumed  in  a  few 
moments.  The  engines  of  the  city  were  promptly  ou  the  ground,  but 
the  tire  had  done  its  work  before  they  could  get  there. 

The  fire  was  accidental,  but  there  was  i)robably  some  carelessness 
with  it.  A  large  fire  was  proltably  left  in  the  stove  without  any  pre- 
caution to  guard  against  its  being  communicated  to  the  buildings,  and 
by  the  overheating  of  the  pipe,  or  in  some  other  way,  the  ceiling  and 
tarred  rooting  were  set  on  tire  and  in  a  few  minutes  it  was  beyond 
control. 

There  was  some  exciteinent  among  tlie  prisoners  at  the  time,  and 
some  cheering,  but  as  a  part  of  the  coitimaud  was  placed  under  arms  as 
soon  as  the  alarm  was  given  tlie  demonstrations  of  the  prisoners  were 
soon  put  a  stop  to. 

As  soon  as  the  fire  was  extinguished  the  acting  quartermaster  at 
the  camp.  Captain  Goodwin,  with  commendable  energy,  took  immediate 
steps  to  have  the  fence  which  had  been  destroyed  rebuilt,  and  before 
night  of  the  same  day  it  was  accomplished. 

1  inclose  herewith  a  re|iort,  made  to  me  by  Colonel  De  Land,  of  the 
public  and  private  property  destroyed.*  There  have  lieen  similar  occa- 
sions when  officers  and  men  liave  lost  clothing  and  other  personal 
])roperty  that  it  has  been  made  good  to  them  by  the  Crovernment,  and 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  at  the  least  the  clothing  lost  by  the  enlisted 
men  be  replaced  by  an  extra  issue. 
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By  direction  of  the  Generalin-Chief,  I  ordered  Captain  Potter,  assist- 
ant quartermaster  at  Chicago,  to  rebuild  the  barracks  which  had  been 
destroyed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible;  until  this  is  done  the  troops 
who  form  the  cru^rds  must  be  very  much  crowded,  as  all  have  to  be 
accommodated  in  the  barracks,  which  are  sufficient  for  only  a  part. 

The  guard  at  Camp  Doaglas«onsists  of  the  Michigan  sharpshooters, 
under  Col.  C.  V.  De  Land,  and  six  companies  of  the  Invalid  Corps, 
under  Colonel  Sweet,  giving  an  aggregate  of  1,190,  but  of  these  only 
.S.jt)  enlisted  men  are  for  duty,  and  as  the  invalids  cannot  count  on  more 
than  two-thirds  of  their  strength  for  guard  duty  in  all  weather  the 
actual  force  for  service  is  small,  .lust  previous  to  my  visit  the  sharp- 
shooters had  been  ordered  to  join  General  Grant's  army,  but  on  my 
representations  of  the  necessity  of  their  presence  at  the  camp  till 
relieved  by  an  equivalent  force  the  order  has  been  suspended  by  the 
General  in-Chief. 

Colonel  Sweet  thinks  that  with  one  regiment  of  the  First  BattalioQ 
of  the  invalids  and  two  companies  of  the  Second  Battalion  he  will  be 
able  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  but  con- 
sidering the  unavoidable  inefficiency  of  that  organization  I  doubt  if 
less  than  fifteen  companies  will  be  competent  for  the  service.  The 
guard  and  the  prisoners  are  within  the  same  inclosure,  which  makes  a 
larger  proportion  of  guard  necessary. 

There  are  between  0,000  and  7,000  prisoners  at  Camp  Douglas,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  burning  of  a  part  of  the  barracks  by  paroled 
troops  last  winter  tliey  are  very  much  crowded,  having  now  to  occupy 
buildings  which  were  formerly  used  as  cook-houses  and  which  are  very 
iuditi'erently  fitted  up  with  sleeping  arrangements.  To  relieve  them 
somewhat  from  unwholesome  crowding  I  propose  to  order  about  a  thou- 
sand to  the  depot  at  Ivock  Island,  unless  there  is  a  prospect  that  large 
numbers  of  prisoners  will  be  sent  there  from  General  Grant's  army. 

The  sick  in  hospital  are  very  comfortable,  but  they  are  too  crowded, 
and  there  are  many  iu  the  quarters  who  should  be  in  the  hospital. 
Two  additional  buildings,  with  enlarged  accommodations  for  dispen- 
sary, store-rooms,  laundry,  &c.,  are  being  erected,  which  will  greatly 
improve  the  condition  of  the  sick. 

An  abundant  supply  of  water  has  just  been  introduced  into  the  camp, 
and  an  extensive  system  of  sewerage  has  been  constructed,  which  will 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  camp  by  the  greater  facilities  it  will  afford  for 
preserving  a  sood  state  of  police  and  by  carrying  off  the  surface  water, 
treeing  the  camp  from  the  mud  which  has  heretofore  been  a  source  of 
much  annoyance. 

One  square  formerly  occupied  by  prisoners  of  war  is  now  vacant,  the 
buildings  having  been  destroyed  by  tire  last  winter.  Barracks  for 
-.000  prisoners  could  be  erected  on  this  ground  for  $10,000  to  812,000, 
and  since  it  is  inclosed  and  the  rent  of  the  ground  has  to  be  paid  it 
would  seem  to  be  economy  iu  the  end  to  rebuild  the  barracks.  A  large 
l)art  of  the  expense  could  be  paid  from  the  prison  fund. 

I  found  at  Camp  Douglas  five  officers  who  had  passed  themselves  off 
as  enlisted  men  until  this  deception  had  been  detected.  Two  of  them 
were  among  some  who  bad  made  their  escape  and  were  sent  back  from 
Louisville,  where  thej'  were  recaptured.  One  of  them  bad  been  the 
ringleader  iu  all  the  disturbances  in  the  camp,  and  for  their  greater 
security,  and  on  account  of  the  offense  which  they  had  committed  iu 
misrepresenting  their  rank,  I  ordered  them  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Warren 
to  be  held  in  close  confinement. 

On  Monday  evening  I  left  Chicago  for  Rock  Island,  which  I  reached 
the  next  morning.    The  inclosure  and  the  barracks  for  prisoners  are 
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completed  and  are  ready  for  occupation,  though  there  is  yet  some 
unfinished  work.  In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  inclosure  and 
the  less  efficient  character  of  the  Invalid  Corps  than  other  troops  the 
accommodations  for  the  guard  will  have  to  be  more  extensive  than  was 
anticipated,  and  some  little  time  will  elapse  before  the  additions  which 
are  in  progress  will  be  completed.  This,  however,  will  not  delay  the 
reception  of  prisoners.  I  found  but  four  companies  present,  two  of 
which  had  just  arrived,  and  as  no  medical  officer  had  been  appointed  I 
applied  to  assistant  surgeon-general  in  Louisville  for  one  to  be  ordered 
tliere,  with  a  supply  of  medicines  and  st(jres.  My  request  was  immedi- 
ately complied  with,  and  I  have  since  asked  that  other  medical  officers 
may  be  ordered  there.  Since  my  return  to  this  city  the  guard  has  been 
increased  to  a  regiment  and  the  depot  is  placed  under  the  command  of 
Col.  K.  H.  Rush,  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  who,  I  feel  confident,  will  soon 
have  it  so  organized  and  administered  as  to  give  the  most  satisfactory 
results. 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  part  of  it  Rock  Island  belongs  to  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  it  should  be  placed  under 
martial  law,  in  order  that  the  commanding  officer  may  have  it  in  his 
I)Ower  to  i)revent  the  intrusion  of  persons  who  will  take  advantage  of 
every  oi)portuuity  to  enter  into  an  illicit  traffic  with  the  guard  or  the 
prisoners.  The  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Railroad  crosses  the  island 
and  should  not  be  allowed,  without  the  permission  of  the  commanding 
officer,  to  land  passengers  on  the  island. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  lett  Rock  Island  for  Sandusky,  where  I  arrived 
on  Thursday  morning  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  depot  on  Johnson's 
Island,  wliere  I  met  Ceneral  Cox,  who  had  a  considerable  force  with 
him,  drawn  there  by  the  threatened  attempt  from  Canada  to  rescue 
the  prisoners.  I  met  there  also  Captain  Carter,  of  the  Navy,  the  com- 
mander of  the  D.  S.  steamer  Michigan,  which  was  lying  otf  the  island. 
As  the  Michigan  had  been  lying  in  Sandusky  ISay  at  the  re(|uest  of 
the  War  Department  some  ten  days  when  the  report  of  the  threatened 
invasion  was  made  there  was  no  possible  chance  of  its  being  attended 
with  any  success,  even  if  the  rebels  could  have  been  sufficiently  secret 
in  their  preparations  to  have  left  a  Canada  port  without  detection,  but 
that,  as  the  results  show,  was  not  possible. 

Some  threats,  it  is  reported,  have  been  made  by  the  prisoners  on  the 
island  to  take  advantage  of  some  opportune  moment  to  overcome  the 
guard  and  make  their  escape  to  Canada,  but  their  situation  must  be 
much  more  desperate  than  it  is  now  before  they  will  attempt,  with 
naked  hands,  to  attack  a  vigilant  guard  armed  with  muskets  and  revolv- 
ers, when  success,  which  is  only  within  the  reach  of  possibility  after 
great  sacritices,  would  only  place  them  on  an  island  from  which  they 
could  not  escape. 

General  Cox  will  withdraw  all  his  troops  except  five  companies  of 
cavalry  recruits,  who  will  remain  on  tbe  island  until  relieved  by  some 
of  the  companies  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  battalion  to  make  it  up  to 
a  regiment.  I  doubt  if  quarters  for  more  than  two  companies  can  be 
built  this  season,  and  with  this  increase  of  the  strength  of  the  guard  I 
think  the  prisoners  will  be  perfectly  secure  for  the  winter. 

In  consequence  of  the  dangers  which  it  lias  been  represented  would 
attend  her  wintering  in  Sandusky  I'.ay  the  Michigan  has  been  ordered 
to  return  to  Krie  before  the  navigation  of  the  lake  closes. 

While  General  ( )rme,  who  accompanied  me  to  the  island,  was  inspect- 
ing the  (irisoners  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions  I  cxaniined  the 
ground  with  a  view  to  decide  on  the  best  location  for  the  barracks  about 
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to  be  erected,  aud  having  attended  to  this  I  gave  all  necessary  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  the  restrictions  which  should  be  put  upon  the  pris- 
oners in  the  receipt  of  (clothing  and  other  particulars.  The  sutler's 
store  had  been  closed  pursuant  to  your  orders  and  remained  closed. 

The  aftairs  of  this  depot  under  Lieutenaut-Uolonel  Pierson  have  been 
very  creditably  managed ;  but  one  prisoner  is  known  to  have  escaped, 
aud  it  is  believed  he  was  enabled  to  do  so  by  taking  the  place  of  an 
enlisted  man  who  was  of  a  party  ordered  from  the  island.  There  are 
now  at  the  island  l',350  officers,  33  citizens,  and  10  enlisted  convicts. 

After  completing-  my  duties  at  the  depot,  I  left  Sandusky  that  even- 
ing, in  compaTiy  with  General  Orme,  for  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  we 
arrived  the  following  morning.  After  breakfast  we  proceeded  together 
to  Camp  Chase,  where  I  in(iuired  into  the  management  of  the  aftairs  of 
the  camp,  the  condition  of  tlie  prisons,  &c.,  and  "gave  such  instructions 
as  seemed  to  be  necessary. 

The  camp  is  commanded  by  Col.  William  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio, 
and  the  guard  is  composed  of  eleven  companies  of  the  Invalid  Corps, 
giving  an  aggregate  [of]  771  men,  and  for  duty  oOi'  enlisted  men.  There 
are  three  different  prisons,  all  re(|uiring  guards,  which  make  the  guard 
duty  more  arduous  than  it  would  be  for  the  same  command  if  all  the 
prisoners  were  within  the  same  inclosure,  but  the  duty  can  probably  be 
performed  by  a  small  increase  of  the  present  guard  without  too  much 
oppressing  the  men. 

There  are  now  in  this  prison  upward  of  2,500  men,  when  1,800  is  cal- 
culated as  its  full  capacity.  To  relieve  it  from  this  excess,  and  the 
Alton  military  i)rison  from  a  like  excess,  I  have  applied  for  a  guard  to 
be  sent  to  Camp  Butler,  near  Springfield,  111.,  where  General  Ammeu, 
who  commands  the  district,  informs  me  3,00()  prisoners  can  be  accom- 
modated. 

1  did  not  visit  the  prisoners  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  because  I  had 
recently  received  a  very  detailed  report  from  General  Mason  showing 
that  they  were  well  and  securely  quartered  and  provided  for,  and  the 
duties  in  my  oflflce  re(iuiring  my  return  at  the  earliest  day  possible  I  was 
unwilling  to  make  a  delay  which  would  cause  my  return  to  this  city 
delayed  laeyond  Sunday.  I  was  anxious  to  have  seen  His  Excellency 
Governor  Tod.  to  have  consulted  with  him  in  relation  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  six  comi)anies  which  are  to  be  added  to  the  battalion  at 
Johnson's  Island,  making  it  up  to  a  regiment,  but  the  Governor  was 
absent  from  the  city  and  1  was  unable  to  accomplish  this  part  of  the 
object  of  my  visit  to  Columbus. 

On  that  evening  I  left  for  Pittsburg,  where,  on  the  following  day,  I 
had  an  interview  with  Major-lieueral  Brooks  relative  to  tlie  prisoners 
of  war  in  the  Allegheny  Penitentiary.  They  are  held  there  at  an 
expense  of  48  cents  a  day  per  man,  and  they  are  mucli  better  provided 
for  and  more  com  for  table,  from  the  nature  of  the  prison,  than  they  deserve 
to  be.  I  am  informed  tliat  the  political  sentiments  of  the  officials  who 
have  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  prison,  with  one  exception, 
incluie  them  to  liave  sympathy  for  the  prisoners,  aud  I  would  recom- 
mend that  they  be  sent  eisewliere  lor  safe-keeping  and  to  lessen  the 
exi)ense,  but  1  can  tind  no  suitable  place  to  which  they  can  be  ordered: 
none  of  our  forts  have  sutlicient  room  which  can  be  made  available  for 
this  purpose. 

I  returned  to  this  city  on  Sunday,  the  22d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commisnary- General  of  Frisoners. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department 

Ricfimonil,  Va.,  December  3,  LS63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exehani/e: 

Sir:  On  the  6th  of  this  month  I  shall  declare  exchanged  theotBcers 
and  men  named  in  the  accompanying  lists.  They  were  all  captured 
and  paroled  at  Vicksbnrg  on  July  4,  ]8(i.3.  I  have  valid  paroles  in  my 
possession  sufficient  to  couuterbalance  this  and  the  other  exchanges  I 
have  declared.  When  I  make  use  of  that  phrase  I  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  meaning  valid  paroles  according  to  your  own  general  orders. 
If  in  tiie  computation  of  them  it  should  prove  otherwise  I  am  ready 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  by  actual  deliveries  of  prisoners  now  in  our 
hands,  provided  m  the  same  contingency  hereafter  you  will  agree  to  do 
the  same. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
A(/eiit  of  E.iflianqe. 


(.'(i.nff.derate  States  of  Ajierica,  War  Department, 

Richmand,   Va.,  December  ■!,  ISfJo. 
Brigadier-General  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Confederate  prisoners  at  Point 
Lookout  are  confined  in  company  with  negroes  and  that  the  smallpox 
is  raging  fatally  among  them.  Will  you  please  make  inquiries  and 
ascertain  if  this  be  so? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OCLD, 
Agent  of  Erdinnge. 


Headquarters  Commandeu  of  the  Post, 

Camp  DoKgla.s,  Chicago,  III..  December  3,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Contmissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Wasliini/ton,  £>.  C: 
Colonel  :  It  is  my  disagreeable  duty  to  report  to  you  the  circum- 
stances of  a  serious  break  of  the  Morgan  prisoners  in  this  camp.  The 
prisoners  in  Barrack  No.  3,  of  the  southeast  or '•  White  Oak"  square, 
succeeded  in  making  a  tunnel  from  the  barracks  to  tlie  outside  of  the 
fence.  They  dug  a  small,  round  hole  Just  under  the  frozen  crust  of  the 
ground,  tfie  dirt  being  secreted  under  the  floors  of  the  barracks  and 
cook-houses,  leading  outside  the  fence.  During  the  day  this  hole  was 
covered  with  a  board,  over  which  was  kept  about  six' inches  of  dirt. 
This  same  barrack  was  searched  every  week,  Imt  the  ilevicc  was  too 
perfect,  and  the  officers  failed  to  detect  it.  The  barracks  at  this  point 
are  very  near  the  fence,  the  distance  being  forty-three  feet  from 
center  of  barracks  and  seventeen  and  nine  twelfths  leet  from  cook- 
houses. The  night  was  so  <lark  and  foggy  the  guards  were  unable  to  see 
a  distance  of  over  ten  feet.  Theie  were  Vatmis  on  both  sides  of  fence 
and  guards  on  the  top.  From  the  best  information  I  can  get  tlie  pris- 
oners commenced  making  their  escape  about  8  p.  m.,  and  this  continued 
at  intervals  until  !>..3()  o'clock,  when  the  outside  patrols  discovered 
them  and  the  alarm  was  given.  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain  now  not 
far  from  KM)  ])risoners  passed  out.  If  tlierc  had  iiecn  less  hurry  among 
them  many  mure  could  have  escapetl.     As  soon  as  tlie  alarm  was  given 
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I  sent  mounted  men  out  on  roads  leading  south  and  west  for  twenty 
miles  and  filled  the  city  with  active  patrols.  The  police  and  provost- 
marshal's  deputies  and  my  own  detectives  rendered  invaluable  aid. 
During  the  night  a  large  number  were  caught,  and  others  have  been 
coming  in  during  the  night,  or  rather  day.  I  bave  telegraphed  to 
Detroit,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville  and  other  points  and  taken  every 
precaution  possible  and  hope  to  be  able  to  reduce  the  loss  below  fifty. 
Some  of  those  retaken  to-day  had  been  entirely  refurnished  with  cloth- 
ing by  sympatbiziug  friends  here  and  from  Kentucky.  This  is  the 
eighth  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  escape  from  here  by  tunnel- 
ing under  the  fences,  only  two  of  which  have  been  successful.  The 
large  spaces  under  the  barracks  at!bra  ample  room  to  store  away  the 
dirt  and  render  detection  difficult.  In  view  of  this  I  have  ordered  all 
the  floors  removed  from  the  barracks  and  cook-houses  and  the  spaces 
filled  with  dirt  even  with  the  top  of  the  joist.  This  will  undoubtedly 
increase  the  sickness  and  mortality,  but  it  will  save  much  trouble  and 
add  security.  A  complete  descriptive  list  of  the  prisoners  escaped,  so 
fiir  as  possible,  has  been  sent  to  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  and  Detroit,  and 
I  will  send  rolls  of  all  who  remain  at  large  on  Saturday,  when  I  hope 
the  number  will  be  still  further  largely  reduced. 

L  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  V.  DE  LAXD, 
Colonel  Jlichif/an  Sharpshooters,  (Jommandlnij. 

[First  imlorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-G-eneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  24,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 
There  appears  to  have  been  due  vigilance  exercised  to  guard  against 
escape,  but  it  is  very  singular  that  so  many  men  could  pass  near  a  sen- 
tinel's i)ost  and  when  patrols  are  passing  frequently,  and  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  General  Orme  be  ordered  to  have  a  strict  investiga- 
tion made. 

W.  HOFFMAlSr, 
Colonel  Third  [nfantrij  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  December  24,  18(13. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  with 
approval  of  the  recommendation  that  a  strict  investigation  be  made 
into   the  circumstances   attending   the   escape   of    these   prisoners,  a 
report  ot  the  same  to  be  sent  to  this  Department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Bricjadicr-Gineral  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  December  3,  I8fi3. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  As  there  seems  to  be  an  imi)ression  on  the  minds  of  some  that 
our  prisoners  in  Richmond  might  be  relieved  through  the  agency  of 
some  other  officers  than  those  now  acting  as  commissioners  or  agents  of 
exchange,  I  beg  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should  be  happy 
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to  have  the  experiment  made,  if  in  your  judgment  you  suppose  anv- 
thing  can  be  done  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object. 

I  ought  to  suppose,  perhaps,  that  you  would  onier  this  without  any 
suggestion  from  anyone;  but,  as  the  effort  would  be  experimental  I 
may  be  excused  for  an  apprehension  that  you  might  be  partially 
restrained  from  making  the  trial  out  of  some  delicacy  toward  myself 
since  I  am  not  aware  of  your  having  taken  exceptions  to  any  of  my 
proceedings  as  commissioner  of  exchange,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  thai; 
I  venture  to  say  that  I  would  not  upon  any  consideration  in  the  world 
be  supposed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  arrangement  which  might 
promise  relief  to  tlie  sufferers  in  Richmond  prisons. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  either  to  withdraw  altogether  or  to  be  set 
aside  temporarily  for  the  trial  of  any  experiment  which  meets  your 
approval. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  UITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  dc 


S.  B.  Fisher,  surgeon  and  chairman  of  committee  appointed  at  meet- 
ing of  the  returned  surgeons,  submits  to  the  Surgeon-General  <'.  S. 
Army  a  statement  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  various  prisons 
m  wJiicli  they  were  contined  and  to  the  treatment  of  officers  and  men 
now  held  as  captives.* 


DECE:\ri5ER  3,  1S(>3. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brig.  Oen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  agent  of  exchange, 
whose  special  attention  is  called  to  the  contents. 

EO.  OITLD, 

Agent  of  Exchange. 

Office  Commissary-( General  of  Prisoners, 

Waxhington,  D.  C,  December  -.'9,  1^63. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  commissioner  for 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

The  re[)ort  called  for  from  Colonel  Porter,  commanding  Fort  ^McHeury, 
shows  that  the  ju-isoners  had  no  sufficient  cause  of  complaint.!  The 
buildings  m  which  they  were  quartered  were  such  as  it  was  convenient  to 
assign  to  them.  Tiiey  were  used  by  Federal  soldiers  as  well  as  by  prison- 
ers ot  war.  The  medical  officers  at  hrst  occupied  the  soldiers' barracks, 
and  had  the  limits  of  all  the  grounds  of  the  fort  under  an  implicit 
understanding  that  they  would  not  take  advantage  of  this  liberty  to 
make  their  escape,  but  when  ten  of  them,  bv  the  opportnnitv  which 
this  indulgence  afforded  them,  did  escape,  tliey  were  placed  in  a  room 
120  by  •!.).  which  was  certainly  not  crowding'  thcin.  The  provisions 
iurnished  them  were  the  same  as  used  by  our  own  troops  and  were 
good  and  well  prepared.  I'ntil  recently  there  was  little  restriction  in 
triends  visiting  prisoners,  and  there  was  none  at  all  in  their  receivinn- 
contributions  from  friends,  but  both  of  these  indulgences  were  so  much 
a^jused  that  it  has  been  (bund  necessary  to  curtail  them  very  much. 

-Sfitrraont  is  not  found.     Tliis  brii^f  ,in.l   thr   in.lnm,.)u..iits  ,ire  taken  fr..in  Mr. 

Oulcls  ■•  luilnlslMIU-llt    liiidk." 

t  For  Porter's  report  see  Dcceiuher  10,  p.  TL'O. 
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They  are  still  permitted  to  receive  money  and  clothing  from  relativea, 
and  visiting  is  allowed  on  special  permits. 

The  post  adjutant  keeps  an  account  of  all  money  belonging  to  pris- 
oners of  war,  amounting  in  two  months  to  $1,500,  pays  their  orders, 
and  sends  their  monev  with  them  when  they  leave. 

WM.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  3,  1863. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWXSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 
There  are  .some  political  prisoners  at  Saint  Louis  and  elsewhere  in 
this  department.  All  cases  which  originate  in  my  command  are  regu- 
hirly  examined  by  the  provost-marshal  and  sent  to  the  depots  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  submitted  to  a  commission  for  trial  or  discharge  on  proper 
conditions.  I  l)elieve  there  are  no  cases  here  requiring  the  action  of 
the  commission  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  There  are,  how- 
ever, such  cases  at  Alton  of  prisoners  sent  from  other  departments. 
There  are  also  many  prisoners  of  war  who  do  not  desire  to  be  exchanged, 
some  of  whom  i)erhaps  ought  to  be  released,  and  others  held  as  prison- 
ers for  want  of  evidence  to  justify  their  release,  but  not  exchanged.  I 
respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  commission  to  act 
upon  such  cases  also.     I  will  give  the  commission  all  possible  aid. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Geiieral. 


Office  Cojimissart-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  3,  1S63. 
Major-General  Hitchcock,  Commissioner  for  Exchange: 

General  :  Permit  me  to  present  to  yon  Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  jr.,  who 

has  just  arrived  from  Richmond,  having  been  released  and  exchanged 

for  D.  T.  Chandler,  who  was  released  on  parole  from  the  Old  Capitol 

antl  permitted  to  visit  Kichmond  on  condition  of  effecting  the  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  3,  1SH3. 
Ma,i.  Gpn.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks. 

Commanding   Pepartmcnt  of  the  Monongahela,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  : 
(tENERAL:  By  direction  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War  prisoners  of  war 
in  the  AUeglieny  penitentiary  will  not  be  permitted  to  make  purchases 
of  any  kind  themselves  or  through  other  parties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same,  mutatis  mutanilis.  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Mason,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  Lieut.  Col.  James  O.  Broadhead,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 
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Office  CoMinssAEY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  3,  1863. 

Col.  P.  A,  Porter, 

Commanding  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Colonel:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  prohibit 
all  trading  by  prisouers  of  war  with  the  sutler  at  Fort  McHeury. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same,  m-itatis  mutandis,  to  commanding  ollicers  Forts  Lafayette  aud 
Warren.) 


HEADt,iU,VRTEKS    DISTRICT    OF    WESTERN    LOLISIANA, 

Alexandria,  December  3,  l<^ti3. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  in  Western  Louisiana: 

GENERiVL:  In  reply  to  your  communicaciou  of  the  -d  instant  I  have 
til  state  tliat,  while  I  believe  I  have  no  prisoners  from  your  command 
belonging  to  negro  organizations,  the  expression  contained  in  youi' 
letter  of  the  -0th  ultimo,  requiring  as  a  condition  precedent  that  I 
siiould  agree  to  -the  exchange  without  regard  to  the  regiment  ur  c(n-ps 
tD  which  the  prisoners  belong,"  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  slioidd 
distinctly  inform  you  that  I  was  precluded  by  the  instructions  of  my 
(Government  from  acceding  to  a  proposition  which  wouUl  embrace  that 
class  of  persons,  otherwise  I  would  clearly  have  committed  myself  to  a 
policy,  or  at  least  to  its  recognition,  in  violation  of  positive  instructions. 

My  inability  to  [irovide  for  the  prisoners  in  my  hands  in  such  manner 
as  1  desire,  aud  my  anxiety  to  alleviate  their  comlition  by  restoring 
them  to  their  Government  if  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be  agreed 
upon  betweeu  us,  induced  me  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  their 
exchange. 

I  know  that  you  have  the  means,  and  I  do  not  doubt  your  inclination, 
to  extend  to  the  prisoners  in  your  hands  all  the  comforts  aud  attentious 
to  which  the  usages  of  war  entitle  them. 

1  am  willing  at  all  times  to  exchange  with  y(ju,  with  the  exception 
heretofore  noted,  officer  for  otHcer,  and  enlisted  man  for  enlisted  man, 
at  such  point  or  points  as  we  may  agree  upon. 

The  clothing  and  other  necessary  articles  of  comfort  which  yon  intend 
for  the  prisoners  will  Ije  delivered  to  them.  If  you  desire  to  send  one 
of  your  officers  for  the  i)arpose  of  distributing  the  clothing  and  money, 
permission  will  be  granted  to  him  to  visit  the  officers,  prisouers,  for 
tliat  purpose. 

I  take  occasion  to  inform  you  thatortlers  of  the  C.  S.  War  Department 
prevent  the  Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States  from  being  (.lelivered 
to  or  put  in  circulation  by  prisoners. 

Gold  and  silver,  iu)tes  of  any  bank  ciiarteied  by  the  I.egislature  uf 
Louisiana,  and  C.  S.  Treasury  notes  may  be  sent  tu  these  oiiicers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv.uit, 

K.  TAYLOi:, 
Jlliijiir-tieneritl,  (.'ominandiiiy. 
•II    li    R — SERIES    a,   \OL    VI 
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QUAETERMASTER'S   OFFICE,    G.   S.   MILITARY   PRISONS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  3,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Sanderson  (Prisoner  of  War), 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Colonel:  Having-  heard  a  complaint  from  headquarters  that  the. 
provisions  received  from  your  Government  were  not  issued  to  the  Fed- 
eral officers  couliued  in  tliis  prison,  and  tLiat  your  fellow-prisoners  with 
you  liave  suffered  in  consequence  thereof,  you  will  please  state  the  facts  of 
this  ease,  at  what  time  the  provisions  arrived,  when  they  were  received 
by  you,  and  whether  issued  in  proper  ([uan titles.  Also  request  Colonel 
Boyd  to  state  at  what  time  he  saw  the  provisions  issued  at  Belle  Isle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.    WARXEE. 
Captain,  and  Asutntant  (J iiarter master. 

[Iiidorgement.] 

There  was  a  quantity  of  salt  beef  delivered  on  Belle  Isle  for  issue  to 
Federal  prisoners  on  'Sunday,  ^November  22,  1803.  The  beef  referred 
to  was  from  the  Baltimore  American  Relief  Fund,  and  was  unloaded 
from  boat  in  the  rear  of  Libby  Prison,  Xovember  21. 

A.  VON  SCHEADEE, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Assf.  Insp.  Gen.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
J.  F.  BOYD. 
Lientenant-CoJonel  and  (Quartermaster, 
Committee  for  Distribution  of  Clothing  to  Federal  Prisoners. 


C.  S.  Military  Prisons,  Libby,  December  3,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  Thornee,  Assistant  (Quartermaster  : 

Captain:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  this  date  I  would  state  that  as 
near  as  I  can  recollect  you  personally  offered,  on  Sunday,  22d  of  Xovem- 
ber, to  distribute  to  the  officers  in  this  prison  twenty-seven  barrels  con- 
taining pork,  salt  beef.  Hour,  and  corn-meal,  sent  by  the  Baltimore 
American  Relief  Fund,  but  having-  no  convenience  for  issuing  it,  I 
declined  receiving  it.  On  the  following  day,  however,  I  inspected  it  in 
company  with  other  officers,  and  directed  3Ir.  Buruham.  your  assistant, 
to  issue  it  in  rations  of  halt  a  pound  per  man,  to  the  two  officers  acting 
as  commissaries  for  the  prisoners,  and  I  can  cheerfully  state  that  the 
instructions  have  thus  far  been  faithfully  complied  with,  and  that  these 
provisious  have  been  issued  in  adtlition  to  the  regular  rations  allowed 
us  by  the  authorities  here. 

\'ery  respectfullv,  yours, 

J.  M.  SAXDERSOX, 
Ijievt.  (\il.  ami   Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.   Volunteers. 


LiRHY  Prison.  Richmond.  Va..  Drceinber  4,  1863. 
Capt.  C.  McRae  Selph, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector   General: 
Sir:  Iu  answer  to  your  comiminicatiou  of  this  date,  referring  to 
staremcnts  that  have  been  made  iu  regard  to  the  distribution  of  cloth- 
ing an, i  rations  sent  to  Richmond  by  the  Cnited  States  Ooverumeut 
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t 
for  Federal  prisouers  of  war,  the  comuiittee  in  charge  of  the  distribution 
of  clothing  desire  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

When  the  committee  entered  on  their  duties  November  10,  only  a 
small  supply  of  clothing  had  been  received  at  Riclimond.  To  secure  an 
equitable  d'istribution  of  this  to  those  who  wore  most  needy,  and  to 
a.scertain  what  future  consignments  would  be  required  for  tiieir  com- 
fort, it  was  deemed  advisable  to  malve  an  inspection  of  the  clothing  of  all 
the  prisoners.  A  careful  inspection  was  therefore  made  of  all  the 
prisoners  of  war  on  Belle  Isle  and  iuEichmond,  and  a  record  inadeof  tlie 
condition  of  each  article  of  their  clothing.  While  this  inspection  was 
in  progress  issues  of  blankets  and  such  clothing  as  liad  been  received 
were  made  to  those  who  weie  most  needy.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  last 
shipment  of  clothing,  November  '22,  two  members  of  the  committee 
have  been  constantly  engaged  in  the  distributicm,  which  is  now  almost 
complete. 

The  committee  is  unable  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 
clothing  issued  in  time  tor  this  communication.  Statements  in  detail 
will  be  prepared,  however,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  the  amount  of  clothing 
received  and  issued,  and  to  whom  issued,  and  the  amount  required  to 
fully  supply  the  wants  of  the  prisoners  of  war  now  here,  a  copy  of  which 
we  respectfully  request  may  be  forwarded  by  tl:ig  of  truce  to  the  proper 
U.  S.  military  authorities. 

A  shipment  of  clothing  is  now  being  made  to  Danville  sufficient  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  that  place. 

The  committee  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  every  facility  for  the 
inspection  of  the  prisoners  and  the  distribution  of  the  clothing  has  been 
afforded  them  by  the  Confederate  military  aatlmrities. 

The  duties  of  the  committee  were  limited  by  the  order  putting  them 
on  duty  exclusively  to  the  distribution  of  clotliing.  The  fact  that 
rations  forwarded  by  the  United  States  (rovernment  and  by  aid  socie- 
ties in  the  North  were  being  issued  to  prisouers  of  war  on  Belle  Isie 
and  in  the  prisons  in  Richmond  has,  however,  frequently  come  under 
the  observation  of  members  of  the  committee  while  in  the  discharge  (jf 
tlie  duty  assigned  them. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

A.  VON  SCnRADER, 
Lit')it.  CoL,  As.si.stKnt  Inspi'ctor-<rtneriil.  Fourteenth  Arini/  Corpx. 
n.  B.  HUNTER. 
Lieut.  Col.  One  liuudreil  and  tirenfij-tliinl  Ohio  [nfuntry  Volunteers. 

J.  F.  BOYD. 
Lieute)i(tHt-ColoiieI  and  (Quartermaster. 
.TAMES  ^l.  SANDERSON. 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Comniissar)/  of  i:>ubsistence,  First  Arm i/  Corps. 


CnLr:MBU.'^.  Ohio.  Thcemher  4,  If^GS — 3.45  p.  m. 

(Received  t>.2(i  p.  m.) 
Ron.  E.  31.  Staxtox.  Secretary  of  War: 

The  guard  at  Cnmp  Chase  is  entirely  inadequate.  The  number  of 
effective  men  is  about  -10(1  veteran  troops;  the  number  of  prisoners 
about  3,000.  To  supply  the  deticieucy  temporarily  I  have  ordered  tlie 
balance  of  the  Twelfth  Cavalry,  now  at  Johnson's  Island,  to  Camp 
<'h;ise.  To  provide  permanently.  I  recommend  that  the  Eighty-eighth, 
now  at  Cincinnati,  which  was  raised  especially  fur  this  duty,  be  ordererl 
back  to  Camp  Chase,  and  that  the  luvalitl  Corps  be  sent  to  Cincinnati 
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for  duty.  'So  reliable  information  as  to  Morgan's  whereabouts.  Rumor 
places  him  in  at  least  a  dozen  ditt'erent  places.  Shall  continue  to  do 
all  in  mv  power  for  his  arrest. 

DAVID  TOD, 

Governor. 


Headquartees  Saint  Mart's  District, 

Foint  Lookout,  Md.,  December  4,  186.3. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary- Gtneral  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  -'7th  instant,  with  u  copy  of  the  report  of 
an  ■■  inspector"  from  the  Sanitary  Commission,  have  been  received.  Of 
the  report  I  have  to  remark  that  oue  more  disingenuous  and  false 
could  not  well  have  been  made. 

It  is  surprising'  that  the  commission  should  employ  agents  so  stupid 
or  dishonest  as  the  author  of  this  report. 

You  know  the  number  of  prisoners  here  and  the  monthly  savings 
from  their  rations,  and  of  course  do  not  require  to  be  told  that  the 
statements  respecting  their  rations  are  erroneous  in  every  particular. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  report  of  the  commissary-sergeant,  who  has  the 
entire  charge  of  feeding  the  prisoners,  and  a  more  competent  and 
reliable  man  for  that  duty  can  not  be  found  iu  the  army. 

For  the  mouth  of  November  the  allowance  per  man  was  13.3  ounces 
of  bread,  8.1  ounces  of  meats,  of  vegetables  and  molasses  the  full 
ration ;  a  pint  of  coffee  on  the  days  when  soup  is  served  and  on  other 
days  a  quart. 

The  statement  that  two  men  had  been  killed  by  the  guard  is  simply 
untrue.  No  oue  has  been  killed  by  the  guard  or  by  any  one  else  since 
the  camp  was  established. 

The  following  statements  concerning  the  camp  hospitals  are  alto- 
gether erroneous,  viz:  That  the  sick  have  only  one  blanket  each;  that 
they  are  unwashed  and  uncombed;  that  they  have  no  other  food  than 
the  army  ration;  that  wounded,  erysipelas  aud  fever  patients  lie  side 
by  side  in  the  same  tent;  that  the  hospital  is  inadequately  supplied 
with  table  furniture,  and  that  the  grounds  are  not  policed. 

Every  bed  in  the  hospital  is  supplied  with  two  blankets.  There  is  a 
laundry  for  cleansing  the  clothing  of  sick  men  and  the  hospital  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  wash  basins,  towels,  and  soap. 

Two  or  three  nurses  aie  as;-igned  to  every  ward,  one  of  whom  is 
always  preseut  therein  day  and  night.  The  surgeon  has  all  the  table 
furniture  he  desires,  and  the  supply  is  ample.  For  the  use  of  the  sick 
the  surgeon  has  had  farina,  cornstarch,  meal,  soft  crackers,  fruit,  beef 
extract,  wine.  Jelly,  and  cordials. 

Wounded  meu  are  alone  in  oue  tent,  erysipelas  patients  alone  iu 
another. 

At  one  time  there  was  considerable  delay  in  filling  the  surgeon's 
re(|uisitiou  tor  medicines,  but  during  that  period  he  was  furnished  with 
medicines  from  the  general  hospital.  It  is  said  that  blankets  are  fur- 
nished well  meu  iu  the  proportion  of  oue  to  three  only;  false  again: 
every  uiau  has  a  blauket  unless  ho  has  sold  or  gambled  it  away.  True 
it  has  happened  that  on  the  arrival  of  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
without  blankets  the  quartermaster  has  not  had  enough  to  supply  theu), 
but  it  is  not  so  now. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  aud  coats,  pants,  shirts,  shoes,  and 
blankets  issued  as  health  and  decency  re(|uire.  According  to  the  report 
the  camp  is  a  little  over  1,0UU  feet  scpiare  aud  contains  sixteen  acres.    A 
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cliild  ten  years  old  who  did  not  know  and  could  not  find  out  that  a  plat 
of  ground  1. <)()()  feet  square  contained  over  twenty-three  acres  would 
not  lie  regarded  as  a  very  suritrising  genius. 

The  sinks  for  use  by  day  are  without  the  encampment  and  over  the 
waters  of  the  (Jhesapeake,  and  they  have  been  so  from  the  beginning. 
For  use  at  night  boxes  iiavel)een  provided,  which  at  reveille  are  removed 
to  the  bay  and  cleansed.  This  has  been  done  since  the  date  of  the 
report.  The  camp  is  policed  every  day.  The  drainage  is  not  good,  and 
will  not  be  until  some  genius  equally  as  brilliant  as  the  author  of  this 
report  in  question  discovers  a  method  of  causing  water  to  How  as 
readily  from  a  level  surface  not  much  elevated  above  the  surrounding 
seas. 

The  prisoners  are  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  ought  to  be  by  a  civil- 
ized people,  and  they  and  their  friends  are  content.  They  have 
slielter,  clothing,  and  wholesome  food  sufficient  to  insure  vigorous 
health.  They  have  an  abundance  of  fresh  water  in  the  camp  and  daily 
access  to  the  wafers  of  the  bay.  That  they  are  a  dirty,  lousy  set  is 
true  enough,  but  having  afforded  them  every  facility  for  cleanliness 
the  duty  of  the  Government  in  this  regard  as  respects  the  well  men  is 
accomplished. 

]S'ow,  colonel,  come  and  inspect  the  camp  yourself  or  send  some  one, 
a  soldier  or  army  surgeon,  who  knows  what  camp  life  is  and  who  has 
sufficient  ability  to  apprehend  the  facts  and  integrity  enough  to  state 
them 

liespectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

(rILMAN  MAESTON, 
Brigadier-Genernl,  Commanding, 


Office  Co^nirssARV  of  Prisoners'  Cami', 

Foint  Lookout,  Md.,  December  1,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Gtlman  ;\Lvrston: 

Gi:nkral:  In  cnmjiliance  with  your  request  that  I  make  a  report  to 
you  of  the  amount  of  rations  to  prisoners  at  the  camp  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

After  a  careful  ronii)utation  I  find  the  daily  amount  of  bread  issued 
to  each  prisoner  during  the  month  of  October  was  13.7  ounces,  and 
that  of  meats,  S.T  ounces.  For  the  month  of  M"o\ember,  13.3  ounces 
of  bread  and  S.l  ounces  of  meats.  Bean  or  other  soups  are  issued  on 
an  average  once  in  three  days;  coffee  twice  a  day — a  pint  at  each  time 
to  every  man  excepting  when  soup  is  served,  and  all  the  vegetables 
and  molasses  that  are  allowed  by  the  Army  liegulations  have  beea 
drawn  and  issued  to  them. 

1  would  remark  here  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  vegetables,  that  I  never 
knew  a  time  during  my  service  when  Federal  troops  got  so  constant  a 
snpi)ly  of  vegetables  as  has  been  issued  to  the  prisoners  here. 

J;ice  is  seldom  issued,  the  prisoners  generally  not  liking  rice.  If 
complaints  have  l)cen  made  to  you  of  the  inefficiency  on  the  part  of 
the  cooks,  I  woultl  respectfully  suggest  that  these  complaints  have 
come  from  persons  desirous  to  get  in  the  cook-rooms.  The  cold  weather 
coming  on  renders  this  position  <lesirable.  I  would  further  remark 
that  there  are  iirisoners  here  whose  only  disposition  is  to  eat  and  sleep. 
These  also  may  have  complained:  but  to  discriminate  in  their  favor 
would  only  be  to  encourage  these  habits,  which  1  have  not  done.  2fo 
restrictions  are  made  as  to  the  amount  of  soap  to  be  issued,  only  so 
far  as  to  prevent  waste.     On  the  whole,  I  have  no  liesitatiou  in  saying 
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that  it  is  my  firm  conviction  tliat  the  physical  condition  of  the  pris- 
oners is  far  better  than  when  received,  in  every  sense. 
Vexy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILKI2TS0N, 
Commissary- Sergeant  Prisoners'  Caynp. 


Headquaeters  Seventeenth  Aemy  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  December  4,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  In  explanation  of  your  letter  of  November  24  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  Lieut.  Col.  X.  G.  Watts,  C.  S.  Army,  assistant  for  the 
exchaufie  of  prisoners,  made  uo  application  to  me  for  the  delivery  of 
those  left  iu  the  city.  The  prisoners  referred  to  were  those  left  in 
hospital  because  their  condition  was  such  that  they  could  not  be  moved 
when  the  others  were  sent  off.  In  consequence  of  official  information 
from  Washington,  received  about  the  last  of  September,  that  the  Con- 
federate authorities  were  putting  the  paroled  prisoners  captured  in  this 
place  in  the  ranks  to  serve  against  us,  before  they  were  exchanged, 
Major-General  Grant  gave  verbal  instructions  that  no  more  paroled 
prisoners  should  be  sent  out  until  further  orders.  As  soon,  however, 
as  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  C.  S.  Army  hospital,  Dr.  R.  M.  Darling, 
reported  that  the  patients  were  in  a  condition  to  be  moved,  some  in 
wagons  and  some  in  ambulances,  I  telegraphed  to  Major-General  Grant 
and  asked  for  instructions.     His  reply  was : 

Send  them  out.     If  the   Confederate   authoritiea   have  acted   in  had   faith,  we 
will  not. 

They  were  accordingly  sent  out  about  two  weeks  ago. 
I  have  to  state,  also,  that  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  have  been 
carried  out  according  to  the  spirit  and  the  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B,  Mcpherson, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division  op  Cavalry, 

Vermillionville,  December  4,  1S63. 
Maj.  Geu.  W.  B.  Franklin: 

General  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  by  Captain  Wells,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  on  my  staff,  a  coiiimunicatiou  from  General  Taylor.*  Having 
no  officers  or  soldiers  of  the  class  spoken  of  in  this  district,  and  that 
question  being  unnecessary  to  be  mooted  in  an  arrangement  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  between  yourself  and  General  Taylor,  I  suppose 
the  exchange  will  be  effected,  and  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  send  cloth- 
ing or  money  to  your  ollicers  or  men  who  are  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
If,  however,  tlie  negotiations  should  be  again  broken  off.  I  will  take 
great  I'leasure  in  facilitating  you  iu  forwarding  money,  clothing,  or  other 
articles  to  your  ollicers  or  soldiers  in  our  hands  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  contained  in  General  Taylor's  communication. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  GREEN, 
Bri<j.  Gen..  Comdg.  First  Division  of  Cavalry,  Western  La. 

See  December  3,  p.  641. 
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Headquarters  Troops  in  Western  LorisiANA, 

Xew  Iberia,  December  4,  IS^,3 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  0.  P.  Stone.  Chief  of  Stnf,  Xeir  Orleans.  La.: 

General  Taylor  has  answered  my  dispatch  of  1st  instant  by  one 
dated  Alexandria,  3d  instant.  He  states  that  he  has  no  prisoners  who 
are  offie'ers  of  negro  regiments.  He  expresses  a  willingness  to  exchange 
othcers  and  men,  officer  for  officer  and  man  for  man.  without  acknowl- 
edging the  principle  that  officers  of  negro  regiments  are  subject  to 
exchange,  or  without  saying  anything  about  it.  He  otters  to  allow  aa 
officer  to  go  with  the  clothing  and  other  necessaries  sent  to  the  pris- 
oners if  I  desire  it.  He  informs  me,  too,  that  our  Treasury  notes  can- 
not be  used  by  our  otticers  and  men  who  are  prisoners.  Gold,  silver, 
and  Confederate  or  Southern  bank  notes  are  only  available.  Will  it 
not  lie  well  to  send  forward  Confederate  money  if  the  Government  has 
any  in  iHew  Orleans  .'     1  await  instructions. 

W.  B.  FRAXKLIX, 
Major-Oeiieral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders.  )      Ad.jt.  a.\d  Insp.  General's  Office, 

Xo.  159.  \  h'ichmond,  December  4.  1S63. 

I.  Hospitals  fi  r  prisoners  of  war  are  [>laced  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  C.  S.  hospitals  in  all  respects,  and  will  be  managed  accordingly. 

II.  The  hospital  ration  is  fixed,  until  further  orders,  at  the  same  rates 
of  issues  now  made  to  soldiers  in  the  field.  If  a  greater  allowance  is 
required  of  any  particular  articles,  special  re([uisitions  nmst  be  made 
therefor. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  ami  Innpeet-ir   General. 


War  Department,  Washington  City.  Btcember  5,  iscs. 
Mr.  President:  A  general  suuunary  of  the  military  operations  of 
the  past  year  is  furuished  by  the  report  of  the  General-in-Chief,  here- 
with submitted.' 

*  *  t  «  «  *  « 

In  the  operations  that  have  been  alluded  to,  prisoners  of  war  to  the 
number  of  about  l.j.O(Ki  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  are 
now  held  by  them.  From  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  until  rlie 
War  Department  came  into  my  charge  there  was  no  cartel  or  formal 
exchange  of  prisoners:  but  at  an  early  period  afterward  a  just  and 
reasonable  cartel  was  made  between  Major-General  Dix  and  the  rehel 
General  Hill,  which,  until  recently,  was  faithfully  acted  upon  by  l>oth 
parties.  Exchanges  under  that  cartel  are  now  stopped,  niainl\-  for  the 
following  reasons: 

First.  At  Vieksburg  over  .jO.ODO  rebel  prisoners  tell  into  our  hands, 
and  over  .5,000  more  at  Port  Hudson.  The>e  luisducis  were  paroled 
and  sutfered  to  return  tn  their  homes  until  exchanged  jiursuant  to  the 
terms  of  the  cartel.  But  the  rebel  agent,  in  violation  of  the  i-artel, 
declared  the  Vicksburg  prisoners  exchanged:  and,  without  being 
exchanged,  the  Port  Hudson  prisoners  he,  without  just  cause,  and  in 

*  See  extract  relatiu:;  to  this  sciios.  \t.  'ySo.  For  utUfi-  portions  i  here  nmiitt-il  ,  see 
Series  III. 
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open  violation  of  the  cartel,  declared  released  from  their  parole.  These 
prisoners  were  returned  to  their  ranks,  and  a  portion  of  them  were 
found  fighting  at  Chattanooga  and  again  captnred.  For  this  breach  of 
faith,  unexampled  in  civilized  warfare,  the  only  apology  or  excuse  was 
that  an  equal  number  of  prisoners  had  been  captnred  by  the  enemy. 
But,  on  calling  for  specitications  in  regard  to  these  alleged  prisoners,  it 
was  found  that  a  considerable  number  represented  as  prisoners  were 
not  soldiers,  but  were  non-combatants — citizens  of  towns  and  villages, 
farmers,  travelers,  and  others  in  civil  life,  not  captured  in  battle,  but 
taken  at  their  homes,  on  tlieir  farms,  or  on  the  highway,  by  John 
Morgan  and  other  rebel  raiders,  who  put  them  under  a  sham  parole. 
To  balance  these  men  against  rebel  soldiers  taken  on  the  field  would 
be  relieving  the  enemy  from  the  pressure  of  war  and  enable  him  to 
protract  the  contest  to  indefinite  duration. 

Second.  When  the  Government  commenced  organizing  colored  troops 
the  rebel  leader,  Davis,  by  solemn  and  official  proclamation,  announced 
that  the  colored  troops  and  their  white  officers,  if  captured,  would  not 
be  recognized  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  would  l)e  given  up  for  punish- 
ment by  the  State  authorities. 

These  proceedings  of  the  rebel  authorities  were  met  by  the  earnest 
remonstrance  and  protest  of  this  Goveinment,  without  effect.  The 
offers  by  our  commissioner  to  exchange  man  tor  man  and  officer  for 
officer,  or  to  receive  and  provide  for  our  own  soldiers,  under  the  solemn 
guarantee  that  they  should  not  go  into  the  field  until  duly  exchanged, 
were  rejected.  In  the  meantime  well  authenticated  statements  show 
that  our  troops  held  as  prisoners  of  war  were  deprived  of  shelter, 
clothing,  and  food,  and  some  have  perished  from  exposure  and  famine. 
This  savage  barbarity  could  only  have  been  practiced  in  the  hope  that 
this  Government  would  be  compelled,  by  sympathy  for  the  suffering 
endured  by  our  troops,  to  yield  to  the  proposition  of  exchanging  all  the 
prisoners  of  war  on  both  sides,  paroling  the  excess  not  actually 
exchanged;  the  ettect  of  which  operation  would  be  to  enable  the  rebels 
to  put  into  the  tield  a  new  army  40,000  strong,  forcing  the  paroled  pris- 
oners into  tlie  ranks  without  exchange,  as  was  done  with  those  paroled 
at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  also  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
rebels  the  colored  soldiers  and  officers,  who  are  not  regarded  by  them 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  therefore  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
proposed  exchange. 

The  facts  and  corresi)ondence  relating  to  this  subject  are  detailed  in 
the  accompanying  report  of  Major-General  Hitchcock,  commissioner  of 
exchanges.*  As  the  matter  now  stands,  we  have  over  40,000  prisoners 
of  war,  ready  at  any  moment  to  be  exchanged,  man  for  man  and  officer 
for  officer,  to  the  number  held  by  the  rebels.  These  number  about 
l.'IjOOO,  who  are  now  supplied  with  food  and  raiment  by  this  Go\"ern- 
ment  and  by  our  benevolent  and  charitable  associations  and  individ- 
uals. Two  [irisoners.  Captains  Sawyer  and  Flinu,  held  by  the  rebels, 
are  sentenced  to  death,  by  way  of  ;i  preteiuled  retaliation  for  two  pris- 
oners tried  and  shot  as  spies  by  couunand  of  Major-fieneral  Burnside. 
Two  rebel  officers  have  been  designated  ami  are  held  as  hostages  for 
tiiem. 

The  rebel  prisoners  of  war  in  our  possession  have  heretofore  been 
treated  with  fhe  utmost  humanity  and  tenderness  consistent  with 
security.  They  have  had  good  rpiarters,  full  rations,  clothing  when 
needed,  and  the  same  hospital  treatment  received  by  our  own  soldiers. 
Indulgence  of  friendly  visits  and  snpi)lies  was  formerly  permitted,  but 
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they  have  been  cut  off  since  the  barbarity  practiced  against  our  prison- 
ers became  known  to  the  Government.  If  it  should  become  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  our  men,  strict  retaliation  will  be  resorted  to.  But 
while  the  rebel  authorities  suffer  this  trovernment  to  feed  and  clothe 
our  troops  held  as  prisoners  we  shall  be  content  to  continue  to  their 
prisoners  in  our  hands  the  humane  treatment  they  have  uniformly 
enjoyed. 

ResnectfuUv  submitted. 

'  •  EDWIN  'SI.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of   War. 


P>AL'ri:\tORE,  Deci'mber   '>.  lf^63. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

(renernl  Superintnident  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  urgent  appeals  from  Point  Lookout  to 
send  some  common  clothing  to  some  destitute  suffering  prisoners  there, 
t'p  to  this  time  pernnssion  was  freely  given,  and  under  that  permission 
(for  I  would  do  nothing  without  the  express  consent  of  the  authorities) 
I  employed  a  merchant  here  to  prepare  a  box  worth  about  $1-5.  Some 
of  these  piisoners  are  relations  or  sons  of  old  Christian  friends.  The 
box  contains  only  tiannel  shirts  and  drawers,  and  socks  and  cheap  hats. 
As  an  act  of  charity,  especiallv  as  the  order  was  given  and  part  of  the 
things  bought  while  there  was  full  permission,  1  beg  you  will  allow  me 
to  send  this  bos.  to  be  examined,  of  course,  by  the  provost-marshal. 
Captain  I'atterson.  at  Point  Lookout.  For  my  loyalty  I  refer  you  to 
Secretary  Chase,  who  is  my  friend,  or  to  General  Schenck.  As  the  per- 
sons are  in  want  and  the  point  very  bleak,  some  of  them  wounded  and 
others  diseased.  I  beg  you  to  confer  a  favor  by  honoring  this  with  your 
immediate  attention.  I  refer  you  also  to  Senator  Harris,  of  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  my  intimate  friend. 

With  much  respect,  dear  sir. 


RICHD.  FTLLER. 


Please  direct  to  Reverend  Doctor  Fuller. 


CoLUMBi'S,  Ohio,  Decnnl>fr  .'.  I'^fi.T.     (Received  4.L")  p.  ni.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Sr\NT(ix: 

Two  of  the  captains  who  escaped  with  irorgan  have  been  retaken 
and  returned  to  the  penitentiary.  They  were  captured  near  ijouisville. 
Say  they  remained  in  a  corntield  forty  eight  hoars,  when  they  took  the 
cars  for  rjouisville.  As  yet  refuse  fo  give  any  intofiiiatii'U  as  to  Morgan. 
1  had  offered  a  suitable  n-ward  for  tlie  apitrehiMisiou  of  the  men  without 
naming  auy  .>nni.     What  sum  >liall  be  paid,  and  how.' 

DAVID  TOD, 

(liirenior. 


Hkadijiwriers  ^Military  Prison.  Camp  Morton, 

Inilianapolisj  Iml.,  Decenilier  '>.  />^'.9. 
Col.  William  Hoffman.  L'.  S.  Army, 

Coiinnissarii-deneral  of  Prisoners,  WitsJiinijton.  />.  C: 
CuLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  ac^knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
ot'  instructions  of  the  1st  instant  prohibiting  trading  by  the  jirisoners 
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•with  the  sutler.  This  order  will  be  strictly  obeyed.  I  beg  permission 
to  remark  that  the  privation  of  tottacco  will  cause  more  trouble  and 
discontent  among  the  prisoners  than  that  ot  the  short  allowance  of 
clothing.  The  revolvers  for  the  use  of  the  prison  guard  have  arrived, 
with  a  part  of  the  equipments,  and  I  sliall  endeavor  to  make  the  guard 
as  effective  as  possible  with  the  means  at  my  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel  Commanding  Camp  Morton. 


IlEADQrARTERS   Ci  iNVALESCENT    CAMTS   AND    BAKRACKS, 

Xd.'ihrillc,  I'vHii.,  December  5,  1863. 
Caiir.  K.  M.  Goodwin, 

Acting  Assistant  Prorost-Marsi.dl-Gi  neral  : 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  statements  of  Captain 
Lakiu.  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  lufantry,  in  regarel  to  shooting  of 
two  rebel  prisoners  at  Barracks  Xo.  1.  on  the  4th  and  Jth  of  December. 
I  am,  captain,  very  res])rctfullv,  vour  obetiient  servant, 

KALPE  HUNT, 
Captain  Firtit  KiUtiicki/  Infantry.  Command ing. 

Imii.su;.   X,.   1.! 

Headouarters  Exchange  Barracks, 

Xashrille,  Tenn.,  DecemOer  5,  1863. 
Capt.  Ralph  Hunt. 

Commanding  Convalescent  Camps  and  Barracks: 
Captain:  Sergt.  William  McClelland.  Company  F,  Fifty-eighth 
Alabama,  was  shot  by  George  Sitencer;  private  Company  K,  Sixteenth 
Michigan  Infantry.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  said  Spencer 
recei\ed  his  orders  from  Lieut.  Turner  Bartley.  Company  H,  Ninth 
Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  guartl.  to  .-hoot  the  tirst  Confederate 
prisoner  he  caught  throwing  out  of  the  windows  at  [leople  passing 
along  the  streets.  Said  Mc( 'leilana  did  throw  tw.i  pieces  of  brick  out 
of  the  window;  he  afterward  got  in  the  window  and  was  spitting  down 
upon  Federal  soldiers.  The  guard  ordered  said  McClelland  twice  to 
get  back  on  the  inside;  he  meaning  McClelland)  shook  his  head;  the 
guard  then  shot  him  dead.  Lieutenant  Bartley  told  the  Confederate 
prisoners  if  they  did  not  keep  out  nf  the  windows  and  rjuit  throwing 
things  out  that  some  of  them  would  get  shot. 
Very  respectfullv, 

JNO.  S.  LAKIN. 
Ciimmanding  Exeliange  Barracks, 


IlEADi.rAKTEKS    EXCHANGE    BARRACKS. 

.\"(/.w'(  i-///( ,  Tenn..  December  J,  1863. 
Capt.  Ralph  Hunt. 

Commamiing    ''.xehar^gr    lln rrit,-'.  <  I'nd   Concalesvent   Camps: 

Captain:  In  i-omplianee  v.:rii  niders  I  res;)ertfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing in  regard  to  the  >'i''(>t:iig  of  a  Confederate  prisoner  of  war  at 
Exchange  Barracks  this  nioiniiig: 

Lewis  Price,  iirivate.  Coiniiany  A.  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  was  on 
duty  as  guard  on  jiost  No.  •".,  ;i:  iiMrrhwest  corner  of  the  barracks  build- 
ing, and  his  instruction  was  to  Lrep  the  piisoners  out  of  the  windows 
and  not  allow  them  to  throw  anynin-  oiu  of  the  w  indows  at  people  pass- 
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mg  along  the  streets.    J.  H.  Reese,  first  lieutenant,  Company  G,  For- 
tieth Indiana  Infantry,  cooimandinof  guard,  gave  the  instructions. 

The  man  who  was  shot  came  to  the  window  and  got  up  into  the  win- 
dow, and  the  sentinel  ordered  him  away  three  times,  and  he  paid  no 
attention  ro  the  command,  and  the  guard  shot  him  (meaning  T.  J. 
Smith,  private,  Company  B,  Fifth  (ieorgia),  causing  his  death.  I 
immediately  went  upstairs  and  made  inquiries  what  the  prisoner  had 
done  to  be  shot.  The  prisoners  standing  by  when  Smith  was  shot  told 
me  Smith  was  standing  in  the  window  making  sport  of  the  sentinel, 
and  remarked  that  "the  damned  old  gun  was  of  no  use,  and  that  they 
would  not  kill  him,  &c."'  The  prisoners  told  me  that  he  ought  to  be 
shot;  that  he  had  orders  to  keep  away  from  the  windows. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  LAKIX, 
Commanding  Exchange  Barracks. 


Headquarters  Departjiemt  of  the  Gulf, 

yen-  Orleans,  December  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin. 

Commandini/  Troops  in  Western  Louisiana,  Xew  Iberia: 
CtEneral:  If  you  can  effect  exchange  of  prisoners  with  the  general 
in  front  on  equal  terms  without  raising  the  iiuestion  of  officersof  col- 
ored regiments,  the  enemy  having  none  such  in  their  hands,  by  General 
Taylor's  statement,  the  commanding  general  will  approve.  How  much 
worthless  money  do  you  want? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUAS.  P.  STONE, 
Briijadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  5,  ise.S. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exehamje  of  Prisoners: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  agreeably  to  your  order  of  the 
:!d  ultimo  I  proceeded  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Fort  Delaware  and  inspected 
that  post  with  reference  to  the  provision  for  and  treatment  of  rebel 
prisoners  con  fined  there.  I  tirst  saw  and  conversed  with  the  rebel  sur- 
geons, explaining  to  them  the  purpose  of  my  visit.  I  invited  a  free 
expression  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  matter  connected  with  their 
treatment  and  the  treatment  of  their  nieu  then  existing,  or  that  had  at 
any  time  existed  since  their  imiirisonment  there.  Replying  to  my 
interrogations  about  food,  clothing,  ((uarters,  and  general  treatment, 
their  expression  was  that  they  had  no  cause  of  comiilaint,  nor  did  they 
know  of  any  on  the  part  of  their  men.  One  of  their  number,  however. 
referred  to  thecase  of  a  man  being  shot  by  a  sentinel  which  he  thought 
was  unjustifiable,  which  was  the  only  couiplaint  any  of  them  made  or 
referred  to  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  there.  Another  one,  for  the  want 
of  anything  to  complain  of  there,  alluded  to  the  treatment  of  General 
Morgan  in  Ohio  as  a  great  outrage.  I  replied  to  him  that  my  mission 
related  exclusively  to  matters  at  Fort  Delaware.  Failing  to  elicit  from 
them  any  matter  of  complaint,  excepting  about  the  soldier  that  was 
shot,  I  made  in(|uiry  into  that  matter  and  found  he  was  killed  while 
attempting  to  eflect  his  escape:  and  next  visited  the  men's  quarters. 
I  found  their  sleeping  barracks  well  constructed,  well  lisrhted.  and  well 
ventilated,  the  doors  sufficiently  raised  above  the  ground  surface  to  be 
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dry,  whitewashed  on  the  outside,  and  sufficiently  high  between  joints 
for  two  tiers  of  banks  on  either  side  of  a  middle  passageway  seven  feet 
wide.  ■  In  the  passageway  at  suitable  intervals  were  put  up  four  large 
coal  stoves  in  each  one  of  the  barracks.  The  tiers  of  bunks  are  about 
four  and  a  half  feet  between  joints,  six  and  a  half  feet  deep,  and 
inclining  slightly  toward  the  passageway.  The  ventilation  is  through 
the  roof.  A  sufficient  number  of  ventilators  constructed  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner  are  common  to  all  the  buildings  constituting  the  men's 
quarters,  mess-rooms,  kitchens,  bakery,  and  hospital  wards.  Visiting 
next  the  kitchens,  I  found  them  exceedingly  neat  and  well  ordered, 
ample  in  size,  and  furnished  with  kettles  set  in  arches,  and  cooking 
ranges  with  all  necessary  furnishings  and  utensils.  The  bake-honse  I 
found  to  be  a  model  one  in  all  respects,  as  well  constructed  and  con- 
venient as  any  post  bakery  I  have  ever  seen  outside  of  Washington, 
and  ample  in  its  accommodations.  I  examined  the  bread,  which  I 
found  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  made  of  two  parts  wheat  and  one  of 
corn-meal.  The  mess-rooms  are  constructed  like  the  sleeping  barracks, 
somewhat  wider,  with  tiers  of  stationary  tables  with  sufficient  intervals 
between  them. 

These  buildings  have  all  been  constructed  on  the  same  general  plan, 
including  also  the  hospital  ward,  of  the  same  material,  and  are  as  good 
in  all  respects  as  are  provided  for  our  soldiers  at  recruiting  depots  and 
camps  of  instruction.  The  grounds  are  well  ditched,  and  plank  and 
brick  walks  have  been  constructed  to  and  from  every  point  necessary 
to  be  visited.  I  saw  the  men  at  their  dinner  and  noticed  their  fare; 
everything  served  to  them  was  as  good  and  abundant  as  the  rations 
supplied  to  our  soldiers,  including  onions,  potatoes,  and  cabbage  once 
a  day  habitually.  I  made  inijuiry  of  the  men  singly  and  in  groups  and 
of  their  non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  of  messes  about  their 
rations,  their  clothing,  quarters,  and  general  treatment.  With  a  single 
exception  their  answers  were  that  they  had  nothing  to  complain  of, 
that  they  had  good  and  sufficient  rations,  good  clothes,  and  good  quar- 
ters. The  exception  was  that  of  a  man  who  said  he  did  not  have  as 
much  bread  for  his  breakfast  that  morning  as  he  usually  had.  Turning 
to  the  sergeant  of  his  rae>s,  I  asked  him  about  the  matter.  "Oh,"  said 
he,  '*  don't  mind  him ;  he  would  grumble  if  he  had  a  cart-load  of  bread." 
In  the  course  of  my  inquiries  I  learned  from  the  men  that  of  their  bread 
rations  for  the  last  week  they  had  saved  thirteen  cart-loads  of  bread — 
any  excess  of  rations  or  savings  is  allowed  to  them  in  an  increased 
amount  of  vegetables.  Finding  the  well  men  without  cause  of  com- 
plaint, I  next  visited  the  prison  hospital.  Each  of  the  hospital  barracks 
constitutes  a  ward,  with  a  mess-room  at  the  head  for  convalescents  and 
a  surgeon's  office  across  a  hall  opposite.  I  found  them  clean,  comfort- 
able, and  well  ordered  in  all  respects,  with  ample  room  and  accommo- 
dations for  the  sick.  They  are  arranged  with  one  tier  of  single  beds  on 
either  side  of  a  sufficiently  wide  passageway,  and  are  heated  with  coal 
stoves;  the  walls  were  whitewashed,  the  bedding  clean,  the  attendants 
tidy  in  appearance,  and  everything  indicated  that  the  sick  were  as  com- 
fortable as  possible.  I  talked  with  the  sick,  with  the  convalescent,  and 
with  the  attendants,  and  to  all  inquiries  received  the  same  general 
replies,  that  they  were  well  cared  for  and  as  comfortable  as  they  could 
be  made.  The  sick  are  allowed  to  have  the  attendance  of  their  own 
surgeons  if  they  so  desire,  and  I  found  in  the  dift'erent  wards  rebel  sur- 
geons attending  some  of  their  sick. 

From  my  personal  inspection  and  from  what  I  learned.  I  venture  to 
affirm  that  the  rebel  sick  are  as  well  provided  for  and  treated  at  this 
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post  as  our  own  sick  in  the  various  hospitals  provided  for  our  army, 
and  that  the  accommodations  for  aud  general  treatment  of  the  rebel 
prisoners  will  compare  favorably  with  the  accommodations  provided  for 
and  the  treatment  of  our  soldiers  at  recruiting  depots  and  camps  of 
instruction.  In  my  description  of  the  buildings  for  prisoners,  1  omitted 
to  mention  the  provision  made  for  water,  which  is  supplied  from  Brandy- 
wine  Creek  every  day  or  once  in  two  days ;  it  is  kept  in  large  iron  tanks 
convenient  to  aud  sufficient  for  all  the  uses  of  the  post,  the  garrison 
included.  These  tanks  are  of  the  capacity  of  sixty  barrels  or  more,  and 
are  tapped  with  faucets  at  the  base  all  around  the  tanks,  as  near 
to"-ether  as  practicable,  so  that  a  dozen  or  more  persons  can  draw  water 
at^tlie  same  time.  They  are  coated  with  a  white  paint  and  in  warm 
weather  keep  the  water  as  cool  as  any  hydrant  water.  I  tasted  the 
water  autl  found  it  as  sweet  as  Potomac  Creek  or  James  River  water. 
In  re"ard  to  clothing  supplied  to  prisoners,  1  ascertained  from  the  post 
quart'ermaster  that  about  G,(JUO  overcoats  had  beeu  issued  to  them  since 
the  1st  of  September  last  and  a  corresponding  amount  of  other  cloth- 
ing. Every  man  is  furnished  with  whatever  clothing  he  needs,  to 
include  for  each  man  au  overcoat  aud  one  good  blanket. 

I  asked  for  aud  obtained  duplicate  clothing  and  provision  returns 
from  September  1  to  November  o,  inclusive;  also  hospital  mess  bills  for 
each  (lay  lu  the  week,  the  diet  being  varied  somewhat,  ana  auplicate 
siciv  ie[iorts  for  two  periods,  which  were  estimated  to  be  a  fair  average 
in  tlieir  showing.  On  my  return  to  Fort  Monroe,  I  reported  in  writing 
to  Brigadier!  ieneral  Meredith  the  result  of  my  inspection,  aud  appended 
to  my  report  the  duplicate  vouchers  above  mentioned,  which  report  was 
immediately  dispatched  to  Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Confederate  agent  of 
exchange,  in  Richmond.  At  a  subsequent  day  and  on  or  about  the 
23d  ultimo,  I  met  Mr.  Ould  under  a  flag  of  truce  at  City  Point,  and  in  a 
conversation  with  him  in  relerence  to  treatmentof  prisoners  he  remarked 
in  substance,  "that  the  concurrent  testimony  they  had  repecting  the 
treatuunt  of  Confederate  prisoners  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  went  to 
show  that  they  were  well  treated  at  all  points  excepting  at  Fort  Dela- 
ware and  Point  Lookout."'  To  which  1  answered  that  I  had  no  personal 
knowledge  about  the  treatment  of  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout,  but  at 
F'ort  Delaware  1  had  carefully  examined  into  tlieir  treatment  there  aud 
knew  it  was  without  any  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  called  his  atten- 
tion to  my  report,  which  he  had  before  then  received.  He  said  he  had 
looked  over  the  report,  but  that  he  had  formed  the  opinion  that  their 
prisoners  were  badly  treated  there  upon  what  he  supposed  to  bo  reliable 
information,  and  it  was  hartl  lor  him  to  overcome  that  conviction,  tie 
then  referred  me  to  his  dispatches  which  Captain  Hatch,  his  assistant, 
would  during  the  day  deliver  to  me  for  General  Meredith,  aud  recjuested 
me  to  read  a  report  of  an  inspection  of  their  prisons  and  prison  hos- 
pitals in  Richmond. 

On  receiving  the  dispatches,  I  read  the  report  to  which  he  had  invited 
my  attentiou,  and  1  confess  1  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  by  the 
certificates  of  at  least  two  Confederate  officers  that  my  observation 
during  a  period  of  over  four  mouths  which  1  spent  in  Libby  Prison 
and  Its  hospital  was  all  a  delusion.  The  uiianimons  testimony  of  our 
ninety-three  surgeons  wh<»  have  since  beeu  released  from  Rirhmond 
and  the  conilitioii  of  350  of  our  sick  sent  away  from  the  hospitals  of 
Richmond  while  that  rei)ort  was  being  prepared,  are  stronger  evidences 
than  the  report  furnished  by  Mr.  Ould. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  \ery  respectfully,  voiir  obedient  servant, 

'\VM.  IRVINE, 
Licutenant-t'olonel   Tenth  Xew  York  Cavalry. 
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Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

IS'eur  iSanduskij,  Ohio,  December  5,  1863. 
Colonel  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  Many  of  the  prisoners,  especially  among  late  arrivals,  are 
in  need  of  shoes,  stockiugs,  aud,  indeed,  other  clothing,  to  be  suited 
to  the  climate  and  season.  There  is  also  a  great  call  for  tobacco,  paper, 
stamps,  &c. ;  also  vegetables,  &c.  They  have  money  in  my  hand.s  for 
the  purchase  of  such  articles.  Is  it  the  design  that  they  should  be 
prohibited'?  I'uder  my  present  orders  to  issue  no  clothing,  aud  there 
being  no  sutler  to  buy  of,  it  amounts  to  a  prohibition.  If  they  can 
have  them,  hnw  can  they  be  sui)plied  ?  My  own  judgment  is  that 
some  one  should  be  appointed,  whether  called  sutler  or  by  any  other 
name,  who  should  supply  the  prisoners;  that  he  should  sell  from  a  list 
furnished  by  the  commanding  officer,  ou  which  articles  could  l)e  added 
or  taken  off,  as  desired.  I  c'ould  furiiish  you  tlie  list  and  when  any- 
thing was  added  to  it,  scud  it  to  you,  subject  to  your  approval.  I  will 
only  further  add  that  I  see  no  medium  course.  Either  that  they  cannot 
have  the  articles,  or  some  one  be  appointed  to  provide  them.  If  they 
■were  allowed  to  send  to  rlie  city,  some  one  must  do  their  errands. 
If  officers  or  non-commissioned  olticers,  it  brings  them  in  such  contact 
as  to  lead  to  bribery.  \-c.  Indeed  it  makes  a  number  of  persons  to  take 
care  of  instead  of  one. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

W.  S.  PIEESOX, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman\s  Battalion,  Commandincj. 


Fort  Lafayette.  Xew   York  Harbor,  December  5.  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir:  I  have  Just  received  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant, 
which  in  effect  appears  to  mean  that  the  prisoners  shall  live  on  the 
rations  allowed  by  G-overument.  I  would  respectfully  request  to  be 
informed  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  War's  wishes,  whether  donations  from  friends  are  allowed 
to  be  received  for  the  prisoners  at  this  post.  Money,  of  course,  is 
excluded,  but  I  mean  clothing  aud  provisions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIX  BUEKE. 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Confeberate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  5,  1S6S. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  correspondence 
between  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange  and  myself. 

I  have  selected  from  the  mass  of  correspondence  such  letters  as  relate 
to  matters  of  general  interest,  and  especially  to  the  subjects  of  contro- 
versy between  us. 
1.  Papers  from  1  to  li',  inclusive,  relate  to  the  arrest  aud  detention 
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of  non  combatants.*  The  Federal  authorities  have  persistently  refused 
to  observe  any  reciprocal  rule  as  to  such  parties.  Their  military  com- 
manders seeiu  to  have  been  permitted  to  make  arrests  of  uon-combat- 
auts  without  regard  to  their  age.  sex.  or  situation.  After  arrest  tbey 
have  beeu  thrown  into  pri.sou.  and  there  iudeduitely  retained  in  most 
cases  without  charges.  I  have  persistently  contended  that  the  whole 
subject  of  the  capture  of  uou-combataiits  siiould  be  deteriuiued  by  rule 
and  not  by  arbitrary  practice.  This  reasonable  proposal  not  receiving 
the  assent  of  the  enemy  the  Toufeilerate  authorities  have  been  forced 
in  some  instances  to  retain  Federal  non-combatants  as  a  measure  of 
retaliation. 

-.  Pajiers  from  13  to  1(3,  inclusive,  relate  to  the  retention  of  exchanged 
and  unexchanged  ollicers  and  men.t  There  are  now  otiicers  and  men  iu 
Federal  prisons  who  have  been  there  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  car- 
tel. I  l]a\'e  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  U.  S.  authorities  again  and 
again  the  names  of  some  of  the  parties  who  were  contined  in  violation  of 
tiie  exchange  agTeements.  In  some  cases  after  long  delay  the  parties 
were  released.     Others,  however,  are  still  languishing  in  coulinement. 

.3.  Papers  from  17  to  40,  inclusive,  relate  to  the  general  orders  of  the 
enemy  and  their  connection  with  declarations  of  exchange.!  So  anxious 
has  the  Confederate  (ioverument  been  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  a  gen- 
eral exchange  of  i)risouers  that  when  the  computation  and  adjustment 
of  paroles  was  matle  a  subject  of  diiliculty  by  the  enemy,  we  promptly 
agreed  to  determine  the  whole  matter  iu  accordance  with  the  general 
orders  issued  at  Washington.  This  very  !il)eral  proposition  has  not 
been  accepted  by  the  Federal  autliorities.  I  have,  however,  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  the  cartel,  proceeded  to  make  declarations  of 
exchange  upon  the  basis  of  those  general  oiders.  In  these  declarations 
of  exchange  I  have  not  exceeded  the  valid  paroles  wluch  are  ou  lile  in 
my  oflice.  The  reply  of  the  Federal  agent  to  my  letter  of  f)ctober  31, 
1S03,  was  so  personally  offen.>ive  that  I  was  compelled  to  return  it  to 
him  witlKjut  any  answer. 

4.  Papers  from  41  to  47.  inclusive,  relate  to  the  confluemeut  of  General 
Johu  11.   Morgan  and  his  otiicers  iu  the  penitentiary  at  Columbus, 

"  For  extract  uf  Ould  to  Ludlow.  October  4  [.i],  1862  (beginning  "I  also  brinsj  to 
your  attention''  and  ending  '•  belonging  to  tlii'  class  to  wUicb  I  hare  ri'ferreil"),  see 
Vol.  IV.  this  series,  pp.  G02.  liO'i:  Ludlow  to  Ould.  Di'cembei'3.  18ti-',  Vol.  V,  this  series. 
p.  20;  Ould  to  Ludlow,  Dec.-iulier  11,  ISiyi.  ihid..  p.  71:  Ludlow  to  Ould.. June  2,  lfi6S. 
p.  6o7,  post:  Ould  to  Ludlow,  .lune  5,  ISiiS  relating  to  correspondents  of  the  press). 
Vol.  V,  this  series,  p. 74(3;  Ould  to  Meredith.  August  1,  1863  (extract  beginning  '-For 
the  purpose  of  showing"),  p.  167,  ante :  Mereilith  to  Ould.  August  27,  1863,  p.  232;  <"luld 
to  .Meredith.  August  28,  1863  (beginning  "I  still  adhere"),  p.  237:  Meredith  to  Ould, 
August  14, 1863,  p.  202:  Ould  to  Meredith,  August  20, 1863  ( tirstcummuuication),  p.220: 
Meredith  to  Ould,  (~ictolier  23.  1?63.  p.  416;  Ould  to  Meredith.  (October  31,  1863,  p.  452. 

tSee  Ludlow  to  Ould.  .April  8,  lt^63,  \ol.  V.  this  series,  u.  4.->6;  ( luld  to  Ludlow, 
April  11,  1863,  ihid..  p,  469:  Ould  to  Mereilith.  ().>tober  2,  1863,  p.  339,  ante:  OuId  to 
Mt-redith,  October  23,  1863  (second  comnuinii'ation^  p.  416. 

:See  Ould  to  Ludlow,  .Jane  19.  1863  (beginning  "On  the  jth  day  of  .June  ').  ]i.  29, 
aiitr:  Ludlow  to  Ould,  .Iuly7.  1x63, p. 90;  Grneval  Orders.  207,  p.  78:  i  luld  to  Ludlow, 
.Inly  13,  1S63  (tirst  coiniuumcation),  p.  113;  Ludlow  to  Ould.  ,Jnlv  14,  1863,  p.  116; 
Ould  to  Ludlow,  July  17,  1S63,  p.  12.''i :  Ludlow  to  Ould.  .July  22.  1863.  p.  136:  OiiM  to 
Ludlow,  July  26,  1863,  p.  ISl ;  Exchange  Notice  No,  6  (in  (leneral  Orders,  No.  123,  Seji- 
teinher  16.  1863>,  p.29:>:  Meredith  toOnld,  September  24.  1863,  p.  31,"i:  (_)uld  to  .Mere- 
dith, October  2,  1863  (si-cond  coiuiiuinicationi,  p.  339:  .Meredith  to  <  luld,  .September 
14.  1863.  p.  •2sii:  Ould  to  .Mi-redith.  September  14.  1863,  p.  286;  Exchange  Notice  No.  7, 
p.  3S8;  I  Uihl  to  Meredith,  October  16.  1.8ii3  (second  conimunication),  p.  387:  Meredith 
to  Ould,  ( )ctober  IT,  1863.  p.  388:  Ould  to  Meredith.  October  27,  1863,  p.  428:  Ould  to 
Meredith,  October  20,  1x63,  p.  401 :  Ould  to  .Meredith.  October  27. 18li3  (third  couimn- 
oicationi.  p.  430:  Meredith  to  Ould,  Octolu-r  2'.K  1863,  p.  441 :  Ould  tc  Meredith,  i  'cto- 
l>er31,  1863,  p.  452:  Meredith  to  Ould.  November  7,  1,863,  p. -481:  Ludlow  toOuld,  Mav 
22,  1863,  Vol.  V,  this  s.-ries,  p.  690;  ( >nlil  to  .Meredith,  November  18,  1863  (, tirst  ooni- 
inunication),  p.  537,  ante. 
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Ohio.*  Though  the  Federal  agent,  ou  the  30th  of  July,  1863,  notified 
me  that  General  John  H.  Morgan  and  bis  otScers  would  be  placed  m  close 
confinement,  he  informed  me  two  months  afterward  that  "the  U. 
S.  authorities  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  treatment  that  General 
Morgan  and  his  command  received  when  imprisoned  at  Columbus." 

5.  Papers  from  48  to  57,  inclusive,  relate  to  the  detention  of  sur- 
geons.t  Before  the  date  of  the  cartel  surgeons  were  unconditionally 
released  after  capture.  That  rule  was  first  adopted  by  the  Confederate 
commanders,  and  was  subsequently  followed  by  the  Federals.  Some 
time  ago,  one  Doctor  iiucker  was  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  in  Virginia 
for  several  felonies.  Although  Rucker  never  was  a  surgeon  in  the 
Federal  service  the  enemy  held  Surgeon  Gieeu  of  the  Confederate 
^'avy  in  retaliation.  This  caused  retaliation  on  our  part  in  return,  and 
surgeons  were  afterward  held  in  captivity  on  both  sides.  In  this 
instance  the  P'etleral  authorities  provetl  that  they  were  ready  to  sacri- 
fice their  own  medical  officers  in  an  endeavor  to  secure  the  release  of  a 
felon  in  no  way  connected  with  their  medical  service.  Kucker  having 
recently  escaped  from  jail,  the  surgeons  on  both  sides  have  been 
released. 

6.  Papers  from  .58  to  63,  inclusive,  relate  to  persons  captured  upon 
our  rivers  and  the  high  seas.t  By  agreement  made  with  the  Federal 
agent  of  exchange  all  such  who  were  captured  belbre  December  10, 

1862,  were  declared  exchanged.  In  spite  of  that  agreement,  some  of 
our  pilots  and  sea  captains  were  kept  in  confinement.  The  correspond- 
ence will  fully  show  the  refusal  of  the  Federal  authorities  to  adopt  any 
fair  and  reciprocal  rule  as  to  the  further  exchange  of  such  persons. 

7.  Papers  numbered  64  and  65  show  the  pretentions  of  the  enemy  as 
to  such  persons  as  have  been  tried  nmler  the  laws  of  a  sovereign  State 
for  ofienses  against  her  laws..j 

8.  Papers  from  66  to  72,  inclusive,  embrace  all  the  correspondence  in 
which  General  E.  A.  Hitchcock  has  borne  a  part,  t  It  seems  there  are 
two  commissiouersof  exchange  on  the  yjart  nf  the  Federal  Government. 
How  far  the  authority  of  each  extends,  or  how  far  one  is  subordinate 
to  the  other,  has  not  as  yet  clearly  appeared.  The  future  may  perhaps 
explain  that  they  may  be  put  to  separate  uses. 

The  last  letter  of  General  Hitchcock,  bearing  date  November  23^ 

1863,  I   returned  with  the   following    indorsement,  to  wit:  "Protest. 

'  See  Meredith  to  (iiild,  July  :>l),  I860,  p.  160,  anie;  Oiilil  to  Meredith,  Auf^ust  1, 1«63 
(tirst  communication),  p.  166;  Ould  to  Meredith,  August  28,  1863  (seoonii  communi- 
cation), p.  237;  Meredith  to  Ould,  September  30,  1863  (first  communication),  p.  330; 
Ould  to  Meredith,  October  2,  1863,  p.  338;  Ould  to  Meredith,  October  13,  1863,  p.  374; 
Alston  to  Seddou,  October  10.  1863  ieudiug  "and  he  had  sent  them"),  p-  375. 

t  .-^ee  Ould  to  Ludlow,  May  29,  1863,  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  720;  Ludlow  to  Ould,  June 
9, 1863,  p.  657, po.?*  ,•  <.luld  to'Ludlow.  .June  12,  1863,  p.  13.  aiiie;  Ludlow  to  Ould,  June 
14,  1863  (seooud  communication!,  p.  IS;  Ludlow  to  nuld,  .lune  18,  1863,  p.  26;  Ould  to 
Ludlow,,Iuue23,  1863,  p.  35:  Lu.lluw  toOuld.  .luly  12.1863.  p,  109:  Ould  to  Meredith, 
August  16,  1863,  p,  208:  .Meredith  to  Uiild,  Sfptember  30,  1863  (second  communica- 
tion", p.  3:30:  Ould  to  Mereditli.  1  ntolier  2.  1S63  >  aecoud  communication),  p.  337, 

;  .-^ee  Meredith  to  Duld,  .luly  :iO.  1N63,  p.  1.5'.);  Ould  to  Meredith,  August  1,  1863 
(second  communication  ),  p,  168:  Mcri-dith  to  Ould,  September  27,  1863,  p,  323;  t>uld 
to  Meredith.  Septemljer  2.'^,  IMIH,  )).  325;  .Meredith  to  Ould,  October  28,  1863,  p,  4o3: 
Ould  to  Meredith,  (Jctolier  :W.  IMi.;  .deioud  communication),  p.  451. 

s^  See  Meredith  to  1  lukl,  No\  cuibcr  15.  l.-^63,  and  Ould  to  Meredith,  November  18, 
1863.  p.  538. 

;|Uuld  to  Mereditli,  October  27.  Isii:;  i  third  communication^  p.  130;  Hitchcock  to 
Mereditli.  November  6,  I860,  |i.  171;  ould  to  Meredith,  November  21,  1863.  p.  .54!i ; 
Hitchcock  to  Meredith.  Novcmbir  L"^.  l>ii:'.  ]>.  5!)n ;  Hitchcock  to  Meredith,  November 
13,  1863  (first  couimuuicatiou).  i>.  -".1.'.;  Ould  to  Meredith,  November  18,  1863  (scconil 
comuiunication),  ]),  ."liu;  Hitclnock  to  .'li-n-ditb,  .November  23,  l.><63,  p.  .^52;  Dii-Hill 
cartel  and  supplemjutary  artak>,  .Inly  22.  1n62,  Vol.  1\',  this  series,  p.  266. 
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in;;-  tliiit  the  stuteineut  of  facts  coutaiiie<l  iii  this  paiJcr  i.s  iiiuoirect 
1  letiirii  it  to  its  author  as  uutit  to  bo  eitlier  written  or  received."  ' 

With  this  brief  notice  of  the  correspondeuce,  I  resiiectfiillv  submit  it 
as  uiy  iep(irf. 

iiespectfully,  your  obedient  ser\aut, 

K<).  OULD, 
A(ji'nt  of  Exuhuiiije. 

Xo.  \. 

flDijRs.  Dei't.  ok  Viri,i.\ia.  >EVK.\Tir  Ai;3iY  Corps, 

F'>rt  Monroi;  June  :.',  la'lo. 
Hon.  Kor.ERT  Ol"LD,  Af/nif  /or  I-J.n'l,,niiir  Dt'  I'ri.snni  in  : 

Sii;:  A.  1>.  i;ichardson  and  Junius  {[.  nrownp.  nu  respondents  of 
thf  New  V.ak  Tribnue.  captured  about  the  -ith  (U '^lav  la>r,  nc<a-  \iclvS- 
bui--,  aie  said  to  be  routined  in  the  I.ibbv  i'rison.  '.Mr.  CnllKini.  the 
.inifspniHleut  (if  the  New  Voik  World,  wiio  was  ca|dured  with  theui, 
has  In-, 11  released.  It  has  liecn  the  practice  to  treat  attacdus  nf  the 
piess  as  nun  combatants  and  not  t..  retain  tliem.  The  release  of  .Air. 
<;nlliiirn  IS  a  partial  leco^nition  ef  thJs  practice.  Will  you  please 
lutorm  nie  if  you  will  lelcasc  iiicliardsou  and  Browne;  and  if  not,  whv 
liot  .' 

I  .1111,  vci\'  lespectlully,  \(inr  uliediciu  -t-i  vaiit. 

WM,    il,    l.l'DLOW, 
J.ii  iifritiint-Ciiloiul  "ml  Aijnit  Jnr   h'rrhKitij,    i,f  frisnncris. 

[In  its  chrouoliigical  order  this  pai^-r  slujuld  have  appeared  m  \'ol.  V.] 

Xo.    ID. 

llii'Mis.  Dei'i.  np  \'i!;(;iN[A.  Se\kntii  Army  ('(iri-s. 

Fort    M^niror,  .June  '<,  i>i::. 
Hon.  l;iii:i:i;i    (Jri.n,  Autut /nr   Frrltiimir  <>/  Prison,  r^ : 

^IR:  I'lease  Iiive  read',  for  deli\eryall  our  otlicers  iii  your  hands 
ul.o  hiive  lieeii  derlared  cxriianued,  .-^^iieiirer  K'ellnei;'  ainoiiu'  the  iiuiu- 
l"-r.  |lell\eiies  ot  \oiir  ollirer.  derlared  evrhan'ued  I'an  then  be 
elbcted.  I  would  siiLt-est  to  yon  time  1 'oetor  Kiicker  be  included.  I 
\eiy  niileh  ilesire  tiiatall  siir-eiuis  .dimi  M  he  tieated  as  Iloll-rouibatan  ts 

ami  iincomlition.illy  ivleiseil.  As  I  have  beioi  e  renuirke<l  to  you,  the 
e:iM-c  of  humanity  demands  it.  I  -aw  1  )oetoi' ( rieeii  at  fort  Norfolk. 
!!e  :>  most  auxKuis  to  know  uhac  is  to  l,e  his  fate.  Can  \ou  inform 
liiiii  .' 

1  am.  \ery  i-es[ieetiiilly.  \our  ol.i  dieiit  ser\ant. 

WM.   11.    IJ'I»L()\V, 
Li.  Hi.  „,nil-i-,  lnii,l   .1,1,1   A,,,-, It    <:.,■    i:,.l,,,:i,,.    ,,/    I'ris,. I, ,',■.<. 

la  If-  enioiioli-ie.il  older  t  !i  is  pa  [ie|-  dioiia  Mi.l\-e  aii|.ea  1 1  d  1 11  \'ol.  \'.  j 


Si'i  11  Ai    I  )!;im:i;s.  ^  ( ■n\p.rAMiANT's  ( )i-i' ice. 

f.  s.  MiLi  rAi;  V  L'ui.sov. 
X".  — .  )  ir,.h„i,.n,l.  ll,.:.i,h,r    :.  /S-.  ;. 

•\  '■" ittecof  Federal  oiij.eis,  to  beealled  ••  I'.oaid  of  1  )|.tiil.iir i " 

IS  hci-eb\   .ippointcd.  to  ronsisr  ol    r lie  lollowiuu   meinl.ei-s:    Licuteiiaiit- 
i-  u   i;  —  i;i;[Es   ii,  vml   \  i 
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Colouels  Boyd,  Sanderson,  Hunter,  and  Von  Schrader,  and  Captain 
CLaraberlain.  The  board  will  report  to  Oapt.  C.  McRae  Selph,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  who  -will  assign  them  to  such  duties  in  connection 
with  distribution  and  delivery  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores 
and  other  things  sent  from  the  United  States  for  Federal  prisoners  of 
war  as  he  may  deem  advisable.  This  board,  under  Captain  Selph's 
directions,  will  be  the  only  authorized  party  to  sign  certificates  of  issue 
and  distribution,  and  in  case  the  board  needs  assistance  they  can  apply 
thnmgh  Captain  Selph  for  one  or  more  members  for  temporary  duty. 
By  order  of: 

TH.  P.  TURNEK, 
Major,  Commandiiuj. 


[December  fi,  1S63.— For  statement  of  Capt.  Lewis  L.  Carter,  Com- 
pany B,  Ninth  Tennessee,  of  his  treatment  while  a  prisoner,  see  Series 
I,  Vol.  XXXI,  Part  III,  p.  347.] 


Headi.iuarters  Eighteemth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fortress  Monroe,  December  7,  1S6S. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  1  was  informed  upon  the  return  of  the  fiag-of-truce  boat  from 
Richmond  tliat  the  suialliiox  has  broken  out  among  our  i)risoners  there, 
as  it  has  among  our  negroes  here.  We  are  beginning  to  get  it  under 
here.  The  flagof  truce  boat  being  about  to  return  to-day,  and  there 
seeming  to  be  an  immediate  exigency,  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to 
send  the  inclosed  note  to  the  rebel  conrmissiouer  of  exchange,  which 
will  explain  itself. 

The  telegraph  not  working  between  here  and  Washington  any  faster 
than  the  mail  1  could  not  communicate  with  you  before  sending. 
I  trust  my  action  in  the  premises  will  be  approved. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BLTTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fortress  Monroe,  December  7,  1S6S. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  A^ent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  thti  smallpox  has  unfortunately 
broken  out  among  the  i)risouers  of  war  now  in  tlie  hands  of  tlie  Con- 
federate autlioritiesbotli  at  Belle  Isle  and  at  Lynchburg.  Anxious,  from 
obvious  humane  considerations,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  terrible 
disorder.  1  have  taken  leave  to  forward  for  their  use.  by  Major  Mulford, 
assistant  agent  of  exchange  in  belialf  of  the  United  States,  a  package 
of  vaccine  matter  sufficient,  as  my  medical  director  informs  me,  to  vac- 
cinafe  G.OUO  x)ersons. 

]\ray  I  ask  that  it  shall  be  uiiiilied  under  the  direction  of  the  proper 
medical  officer  to  the  use  intended  .' 
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Being  uncertain  how  far  I  can  interfere  as  a  matter  of  official  duty  I 
beg  you  to  consider  this  note  either  official  or  unofficial  as  may  best 
serve  the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  distresses  of  these  unfortunate 
men. 

Since  learning  the  fact  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  apply  to  the 
Department  at  Washington   for   instructions.      No  formal    receipt   is 
needed;  a  note  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  being  all  that  can 
be  desired. 
If  more  vaccine  matter  is  necessary  it  will  be  furnished. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  Commisstoner  for  Exchange, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  December  7,  1863. 

Hon.   ROBT.   OULD, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Richmond,  Ya.  : 
Sir:  lam  requested  by  MajorGeneral  Hitchcock,  commissioner  for 
exchange  of  prisoners,  to  tender  yuu  his  personal  thanks,  to  which,  Jet 
me  assure  you,  I  most  cheerfully  join  ray  own,  for  the  ertbrts  we 
believe  you  to  have  recently  made  in  behalf^  and  for  the  relief,  of  Union 
prisoners  in  and  arountl  Eiehmond. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headqt'arters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  December  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  .Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General:  I  inclose  herewith  au  official  letter  to  General  R.  E.  Lee 
which  you  will  send  to  him  by  a  tiag  of  trace.     This  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Colonel  Cutts,  aide  de  camp,  bearer  of  dispatches. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

[Inclosiirp.i 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Wash  I  Hilton.  D.  C,  December  7,  1863. 
General  Robert  E.  Lee,  Cmnmanding,  ,(r.  .- 

General:  I  am  authorized  to  offer,  through  you,  to  exchange  all 
U.  S.  prisoners  of  war  now  in  Richmond  and' its' vicinity  for  equiva- 
lents, according  to  tlie  scale  of  the  cartel,  the.se  equivalents  to  be  sent 
by  us  to  City  Point,  leaving  for  future  arrangement  all  questions  in 
regard  to  other  prisoners  of  war  held  liy  either  i)arry. 

If  the  otter  is  accepted  you  will  please  inform  me  of  the  numbers  and 
grades  to  be  so  excliauged  and  the  times  of  their  delivery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.   HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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HEADQdARTEES   SEVENTEENTH   AEMY   COEPS, 

Vicksburg,  Hiss.,  December  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 
GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  letter*  from  Lieut. 
Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  received  per  tlag  of  truce,  in  relation  to  the 
exchange  of  i^risoners,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPHEESON, 

Major-  General. 

[IncloBure.] 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  December  7,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Trans- Mississippi  Department,  G.  S.Army: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  November  26,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  1  have  no  authority  to  enter 
into  any  arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Your  communication,  however,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  author- 
ity for  final  action,  and  the  decision  in  the  matter  transmitted  to  you  by 
flag  of  truce  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPHERSOIf, 

Major -Geyieral. 


Washington  city,  D.  C,  December  7, 1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  order  from  you  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
several  places  named  wliere  rebel  prisoners  of  war  are  coutined  and 
report  as  to  the  supplies,  means  for  guarding  and  keeping  the  prisoners, 
their  sanitary  condition,  &e.,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

On  the  12th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1863, 1  left  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton and  prior  to  ray  return  on  the  5th  of  December  visited  each  of  the 
places  hereinafter  named. 

CAMP    DOUGLAS,    CHICAGO,    ILL. 

Tliere  are  here  5,064  rebel  prisoners  of  war;  too  many  for  the  capacity 
of  the  barracks,  wjjich  are  long,  wooden,  one-story  buildings,  with  bunks 
on  either  side,  and  stoves  in  the  passageway  between  tLie  bunks.  The 
pristmers  are  well  supi)lied  with  food,  the  ration  actually  issued  being 
tliree  ([uartcrs  of  a  pound  of  bacon  (1  pound  of  fresh  beef  three  times 
a  week),  s'(ji)d,  well-biiked  wheat  bread,  hominy,  coftee,  tea,  sugar,  vine- 
gar, candles,  soap,  salt,  pepper,  potatoes,  and  molasses.  These  articles 
are  all  of  good  (juality.  Tliere  is  no  good  system  for  cooking,  each  man 
being  left  to  arrange  for  himself  The  result  is  a  great  waste  of  food 
and  fuel,  the  latter  of  which  especially  is  a  serious  item  of  expense  at 
this  camp.  There  is  a  sutler's  shop,  containing  nearly  everything 
(except  li([Uors).  including  cider,  butter,  eggs,  milk,  canned  fruits,  boots, 
&c.,  underclothing,  and  all  the  minor  articles  usually  found  in  a  sutler's 
stock,  of  which  the  prisoneis  nre  allowed  to  purchase.  Money  received 
for  prisoners  from  their  friends  is  retained  by  the  commanding  officer 
and  issued  to  them  in  small  amimnts  in  sutler's  checks.    The  sanitary 

*  yeu  X(.\  .•iiiber  'Je,  p.  583. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.    661 

condition  of  this  camp  is  very  good.  The  sinks  are  well  arranged  and 
kept  clean  and  pure.  During  October  there  were  eighty-two  deaths. 
The  prison  hospital  is  clean,  neat,  well  attended,  and  comfortable.  The 
garrison  is  under  command  of  Col.  Charles  V.  De  Land,  who  lias  his 
regiment  of  Michigan  sharpshooters,  540  strong,  two  companies  Kij;hth 
Regiment  Invalid  Corps,  3o6  strong.  During  the  three  mouths  ending 
November  18,  18(>3,  sixty  one  prisoners  escaped.  If  this  garrison  were 
so  increased  as  to  throw  around  the  camp  on  the  outside  of  the  prison 
fence  a  chain  of  sentries,  it  would  prevent  all  escapes,  especially  by  the 
new  process  of  burrowing  out. 

CAMP    MORT(iN,    INDIANAPOLI.S. 

There  are  2,S81  rebel  prisoners  of  war  here.  They  occupy  long, 
wooden  liariacks,  without  tioors,  with  bunks  of  all  shapes  and  designs. 
Nearly  every  barrack  was  v.armed  by  stoves,  but  tliere  were  some  bar- 
racks wiiich  had  no  stove  or  other  means  of  heating.  The  sui)i)lies 
here  are  the  same  as  at  Camp  Douglas  and  tiie  same  want  of  system 
ill  cooking  exists  i  see  page  2).  A  sutler's  shop  is  also  allowed  here,  simi- 
lar to  the  (me  at  Camp  Douglas.  The  sanitary  condition  of  this  camp 
has  been  much  neglected,  Imt  under  the  present  cumiminder  it  is  leceiv- 
mg  proper  attention.  The  deaths  for  thirty  days  ending  November  18 
were  forty.  The  number  of  sick  in  hospital  (which  is  very  clean  and 
comfortalile)  at  that  date  was  L'Od,  The  garrison  is  in  command  of 
Col.  A,  A.Stevens.  Fifth  i  Regiment]  Invalid  Corps.  He  has  twelve 
companies,  averaging  about  seventy-five  men.  for  diiry  and  four  other 
companies  now  ort:;niizing.  This  camp  is  well  and  securely  guarded. 
A  new  fence  is  badly  needed  around  the  prison  inclosure. 

.TOHNSON'S    ISLAND,    NEAK    SANDUSKY,    OHIO. 

There  are  2.3S1  rebel  prisoners  of  war  here,  all  of  whom  but  .")9  are 
otiicers.  They  occupy  very  comfortable  liarracks,  which  are  two-story 
frame  buildings,  with  tioors  and  well  ceiled  up,  and  with  good  ventila- 
tion. Till!  barracks  were  mostly  very  clean  and  neat,  the  extent  of  the 
cleanliness  depending  upon  the  taste  of  the  occupants.  These  barracks 
are  built  in  two  rows,  facing  each  other,  with  a  wide  street  between. 
The  supply  of  food  is  abunilant  and  of  good  ipiality,  the  bread  being 
good  wheat  bread  of  the  same  kind  used  by  our  own  otiicers  and  meu 
composing  tlie  garrison.  The  prisoners  lia\e  arranged  themselves  into 
convenient  messes  and  have  cooking-stoves  and  (jtlier  facilities  for  cook- 
ing, by  means  of  which  they  get  along  comfortably.  No  sutler  is 
allowed  here.  The  sanitary  condition  of  these  prisoners  is  very  good. 
The  whole  number  of  deaths  among  prisoners  during  the  year  1863  up 
to  November  was  only  sixty-nine  out  of  a  total  of  L.',tj!»."i  prisoners. 
During  18'.2  the  deaths  were  only  thirty-seven,  most  all  of  these  cases 
resultiu.i;-  from  diseases  incurred  before  reaching  this  camp.  The  num- 
ber of  sick  is  ibrtytwo.  These  prisoners  look  well  and  hearty.  The 
garrison,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pierson,  Hoffman's 
Battalion  Ohio  Infantry,  lOU  effective  men,  is  ample  for  this  post. 

CAMP    CHASE.    NEAR    COLUMBrS,    OHIO. 

There  are  2,448  rebel  prisoners  of  war  here  who  are  (piartered  in 
wooden  barracks,  with  tioors.  and  bunks  arranged  on  the  sides.  Some 
of  these  barracks  are  too  much  crowded.  Kach  one  is  comfortably 
heated  by  stoves.  The  siip]ily  of  food  is  abundant  and  good,  as  at 
Camp  Douglas,  and  althou.uh  their  arrantienients  tor  cooking  are  some- 
what better  than  at  Camp  Doii^his,  yet  they  are  not  what  they  should 
be.     A  sutler  is  permitted  Icif.  who  lurnishes  a  supply  of  articles  as  at 


662  PRISONERS   OF    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

the  other  camps.  In  the  stock  here  I  noticed  several  bottles  of  gin  or 
schnapps,  which  were  being  sold  to  prisoners,  to  which  I  called  the 
attention  of  the  commanding  officer.  The  sanitary  condition  of  this 
camp  is  very  good.  The  deaths  for  October  were  twenty-eight,  and 
during  the  first  twenty  days  of  ^STovember  were  twelve.  There  are 
twenty-eight  sick  in  hospital.  The  hospital  is  not  as  clean  and  neat  as 
it  should  be.  The  garrison  is  under  command  of  Col.  William  Wallace 
and  is  sufficient  for  the  duty. 

COLUMBUS    PENITENTIAET,  OHIO. 

There  are  seventy-nine  rebel  prisoners  here,  consisting  of  Cen.  John 
Morgan  and  his  subordinate  officers,  who  are  confiueil  in  a  portion  of  the 
building  to  themselves.  Tliey  are  (|uartei  ed  in  the  cells  and  have  clean, 
comfortable  beds  and  bedding.  They  have  theit  washing  done  in  the 
prison  and  their  cells  cleaned  and  swept  by  the  convicts.  They  are 
supplied  with  prison  fare  (with  the  difference  of  coffee  being  allowed 
them),  which  is  well  cooked  for  them;  a  table  set  for  them  and  cleaned 
away  by  convicts.  These  prisoners  wear  their  own  clothing  and  have 
no  labor  whatever  imposed  upon  them.  They  are  prohibited  newspapers 
and  intercourse  with  any  fierson.  They  are  in  good  health  and  condi- 
tion, only  sis  of  them  being  slightly  sick,  but  they  are  kindly  and  com- 
fortably cai  ed  for  in  the  hospital.  Since  my  visit  General  Morgan  and 
six  of  his  officers  escaped.  In  this  prison  I  hud  a  Doctor  Brickley,  a 
prisoner  under  military  orders,  but,  as  he  affirms,  he  is  a  citizen  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  is  ignorant  of  the  reason  of  his  detention. 

LOUISVILLE    AND    NASHVILLE. 

The  prisons  at  these  points  are  principally  used  as  depots  for  prison- 
ers en  route  from  the  front  to  other  points.  At  Louisville,  November 
22,  there  were  133  rebel  prisoners:  at  Nashville,  November  24,  there 
were  315  rebel  ])risoners,  who  are  well  fed  on  regular  rations.  These 
prisons  are  kept  clean  and  thoroughly  policed. 

WHEELING,    "W".    VA. 

There  were  only  thirty-two  rebel  prisoners  of  war.  There  are  here 
seven  citizens  under  military  orders,  and  twelve  citizens  held  as  hos- 
tages by  tlie  Governor's  order.  This  is  principally  a  prison  depot  for 
passing  prisoners.  Those  on  hand  are  well  fed  and  cared  for.  The 
prison  is  a  building  rented  at  ••Sl,oOO  a  year  by  the  Government. 

URATIOT    STREET    PRISON,  SAINT    LOUIS,  MO. 

There  are  3S2  rebel  prisoners  of  war  and  114  citizens  held  under 
military  orders  at  this  prison.  They  are  kept  in  a  large  building,  which 
is  well  and  conveniently  arranged  for  the  purpose.  They  receive  an 
abundant  sup[)ly  of  good  food  and  have  good  facilities  for  cooking. 
There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  y>ure  water  at  this  prison.  The  prison 
building  and  yards  are  well  policed  and  kept  clean,  but  there  is  a  great 
lack  of  personal  cleanliness  among  the  prisoners.  The  prisoners  are 
generally  in  good  health,  though  there  are  a  large  number  on  hand 
sick.     The  garrison  is  ample  for  the  guard  duty  required. 

ALTON    PENITENTIARY,  ILL. 

There  are  1,550  rebel  prisoners  of  war  here,  who  are  confined  in  this 
building,  which  was  formerly  used  as  the  State  penitentiary,  but  some 
years  since  abandoned.  They  are  comfortably  quartered  and  well  sup- 
plied with  good,  warm  bedding.  This  prison  is  too  much  crowded.  It 
should  be  relieved  of  500  men.    The  jirisoners  are  well  supplied  with 
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aa  abundaiire  of  food,  which  is  well  prepared  and  cooked.  A  sutler  is 
allowed  to  sell  to  tlieiii.  The  sanitary  condition  of  this  prison  is  very- 
good.  It  is  cleanly  and  well  kept  and  under  good  discipline.  There 
were,  Xoveniber  1'."),  1 1'J  sick  in  hospital.  The  deaths  for  October  were 
thirtytive  and  for  November  twenty  nine.  The  garrison,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Kincaid  with  his  regiment,  -I.jO  strong,  is  sufficient.  The 
wall  surrounding  this  [)risou  is  in  some  places  in  bad  condition  and 
propped  up,  much  facilitating  chances  for  escape,  it  could  lie  cheaply 
rebuilt  by  the  labor  nf  prisoners  here  under  sentence.  There  are  very 
many  prisoners  here  under  sentence,  by  court-martial  or  military  com- 
mission, of  hard  labor,  ..Vc.  Some  -00  Federal  soldiers  are  here  under 
sentence,  but  there  is  no  mode  of  executing  the  sentence  at  this  place. 

M'LEAN    barracks,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

There  are  only  twenty-six  prisoners  of  war  here;  the  other  forty-three 
are  citizens  under  military  arrest.  The  i)risoners  here  are  well  and 
abundantly  fed  and  allowed  to  purchase  articles  untler  supervision  of 
commanding  oftieer.  They  are  all  in  good  health.  The  garrison  of 
twenty  eight  men  is  ample  for  the  present  duty. 

ALLEGHENY    CITY    PE.NITKNTIARY,  PA. 

There  are  112  rebel  prisoners,  subordiiuite  officers  of  General  ^Tor- 
gan"s  command.  They  are  ([uarteretl  in  the  cells,  which  are  large  and 
well  ventilated.  "  Each  cell  is  sui)plied  with  water  and  gas.  The  former 
is  useil  (('/  libitum  and  the  latter  until  10  p.  m.  Since  the  latter  part 
of  November  they  have  been  closely  conhned  to  their  cells.  Prior  to 
that  they  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  prison  yard  at  stated  hours 
of  the  day,  on  their  parole  of  honor  that  they  would  not  escape  nor 
attem[)t  to  do  so.  Two  of  them  were  caught  on  the  roof  iu  the  act  of 
escaping.  For  this  bieach  of  the  parole  by  two  of  the  prisoners  they 
are  all  closely  coutiued.  They  have  their  washing  done  at  the  prison, 
are  allowed  to  purchase  most  anything  they  desire,  and  are  very  kindly 
and  considerately  treated.  They  are  supplied  with  the  prison  fare; 
good  wheat  breait,  soups,  beef,  and  potatoes  at  stated  times.  There 
are  about  twelve  of  these  prisoners  who  expressed  a  desire  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

ROCK    ISLAND,   ILL. 

There  were  no  prisoners  at  this  point  November  3(»,  but  arrangements 
were  being  raiiidly  iierfectetl  lor  their  reception.  The  capacity  of  the 
barracks  will  be  1(i,(mio  men.  The  gaiiison  here  is  under  command  of 
Colonel  Ihish  and  should  be  in  my  oiiinion  at  lea.--t  fouiteeu  full  com- 
panies of  the  Invalid  Corps,  as  the  natural  obstacles  to  an  escape  are 
\  ery  trivial  around  this  island. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  at  each  po.-t  I  visited  the  officers 
were  active  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Theie  is,  however,  a 
\\:\\\i  of  uniformity  in  the  treatment  of  the  prisoneis  at  the  ililferent 
jiiisons,  at  some  nuMe  jirivileges  being  allowed  them  than  at  others, 
uhde  at  all  places,  however,  they  are  kindly  treated  and  well  supiilied 
with  food.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  that  I  visited  is  about 
l(i,300,  and  taking  into  consideration  that  these  men  have  bi/eu  gath- 
ered from  all  [larts  of  the  Southern  States,  have  eudurctl  immense 
hardships  and  fatigue,  and  ha\e  been  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  weather 
and  tinally  compelled  to  change  cliunite  by  being  removed  as  pris- 
oners to  the  Northern  States,  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  them 
is  in  my  opiniiui  very  uood.  At  ail  the  prison  camps  the  comman- 
dants  ha\"e   taken   from    t'le    oi  isoncr^  lar;;e  amounts  of  (Confederate 
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money,  wliicli  tliey  liold  without  any  special  orders  and  seek  instruc- 
tion as  to  its  disposition.  At  several  of  these  camps  I  found  large 
numbers  of  Union  soldiers  under  sentence  of  courts-martial.  Although 
not  within  the  purview  of  tliis  report,  1  cannot  help  from  suggesting 
that  there  are  many  tine  soldiers  who  liave  already  been  punislied 
sufficiently  and  who  would  render  good  service  if  sent  back  to  their 
commands.  At  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  I  found  some  200  or  3()() 
paroled  Federal  soldiers,  without  commander,  discipline,  or  any  kind 
of  order.  At  the  Columbus,  Ohio,  penitentiary,  I  found  General  John 
Morgan  and  seventy  eight  of  his  otticers.  They  were  not  shaved  and 
dressed  in  convict  clothes  as  alleged,  but  wore  their  own  dress  and 
were  confined  in  a  part  of  the  building  to  themselves.  Tiie  warden 
assured  me  that  they  were  not  shaved  on  the  head  on  their  entry  into 
his  ])rison,  but  that  their  hair  was  simply  trimmed  or  cut  ottibut  not 
short),  as  a  necessarj-  measure  for  personal  cleanliness.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  at  each  camp  where  a  large  number  of  prisoners  maybe  kept 
there  sliould  be  as  a  part  of  the  garrison  defense  two  or  more  how- 
itzers, which  would  be  of  great  service  in  the  event  of  trouble  among 
the  prisoners.  Some  good  plan  of  cooking  for  the  prisoners  at  all  these 
large  camps  sliould  be  adopted,  by  means  of  which  the  Government 
could  sa\e  very  largely  in  expense,  both  in  rations  and  fuel.  By  the 
present  unorganized  system  at  the  larger  camps  every  man  takes  care 
of  himself,  and  thus  wastes  rations  and  uses  as  mucl;  fuel  to  cook  his 
dinner  as  could  otherwise  be  used  to  cook  for  twenty-five.  If  our 
brave  soldiers  whom  the  fortunes  of  war  have  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  as  prisoners  are  as  well  treated  as  the  rebel  prisoners  I 
have  visited,  then  indeed  might  we  rest  comparatively  easy  while  they 
are  withheld  from  us.  I  have  appended  hereto  on  one  sheet  a  brief 
synopsis  of  my  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WxM.  W.  ORME, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


The  pr 


Camp  rioiiglas ,  5,964^ 

Camp  Morton 2,  S81 

Jolinsona  Island 2,331 

Ciinip  Cliasie 2.448 

Ciiliiinbu.spi.'uirfutiary  T9 

Louisville 133 

Na.-'liville 315 

Saint  Louis  prison 3X2 

Alton  penitentiary 1,550 

McL.-an  liarr.icks 26 

AUi-gheny    City  peni-  112 

tentiary. 

Wheeling 32 

Tot,al 16,303 

i  I 


u   fare, 
l.)ut  plenty. 
Very  good.   Aliuudant  and 
very  good. 


.good. 


first  rate     Pris 
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Quartermaster-General's  Department, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  7,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Dav^d  Tod,  Governor  of  Ohio: 

Sir:  Iu  obedience  to  your  order  we  proceeded  to  the  Oliio  peniten- 
tiary about  10  o'clock  a.  m  on  the  morning  of  November  28,  l.sti3,  and 
presented  to  the  warden  your  note,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

.State  of  Orio,  Executive  Department, 

Columbua,  November  2S,  1S63. 
N.  Meriov,  Esq.,  Warden,  .I c.: 

I  am  iistoiiuileil  .at  the  escape  of  Morgan  .and  other  rebel  prisoners,  .and  desiring 
authentic  and  reliablr  information  of  all  tlie  circumstances  attending  tlie  escape  I 
send  QiiartcTmaster-General  Wright  and  Secretary  Hotfman  to  visit  the  prison  and 
learn  from  you  and  by  per.«onal  in.spection  of  the  prisoners  all  that  can  be  known 
on  the  snbject.     Please  coaimnnicate  freely  with  them. 

Respectfully,  yours,  DAVID  TOD, 

(lorirnor. 

In  comjiliance  witli  your  request  the  warden  accompanied  n.s  to  that 
part  of  the  prison  occujjied  by  the  Morgan  prisoners.  With  a  lighted 
lamp  we  examined  one  only  of  the  seven  cells  from  which  escapes  were 
made. 

As  we  could  not  conveniently  explore  the  openings  below,  we  adopt 
as  correct  tlie  following  repoit  of  examination  made  by  F.  X.  Desellem 
to  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary: 

Office  Onto  Pexitentiarv,  Columbus,  Xovember  .:0,  tSGS. 
Capt.  X.  Merio.v,  TVanlen  dhio  Penitvntiari/ : 

^iii:  Pursuant  to  your  request  I  took  an  assistant  and  examined  that  part  of  the 
cells  and  of  tlie  cell  house  from  which  .lohn  H.  Morgan  and  six  of  the  prisoners  con- 
fined with  him  made  their  escape  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  this  month. 

Clearness  and  brevity  re:|iiire  a  short  description  of  the  cell  block  and  house  iu 
whicli  they  with  others  had  l.eeu  contined.  The  cell  block  is  aliout  WO  feet  long, 
20  wide,  and  40  high.  It  is  built  of  hammered  lime.stoue,  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
doors  of  the  cells  are  all  on  the  sides  and  are  the  only  external  openings.  There  are 
five  range.-,  of  cells,  one  above  the  other,  with  tliirty'-tive  cells  (ui  eac^h  range.  The 
doors  are  latticework  of  2-iiich  bar  iron,  upeuing'outward.  and  strouglv'secured. 
The  cells  opening  on  opposite  sides  of  the  block  are  separated  bv  a  center  wall  of 
brick,  running  parallel  with  the  fronts,  and  those  on  the  same  s'ide  bv  transverse 
brick  walls.  Each,  except  the  highest  range,  i-i  closed  above  hy  a  brick  arch  which 
rests  on  the  transverse  walls  and  supjiorts  the  floor  of  the  cell  above  it. 

The  cell  house  is  a  stone  building,  the  walls  of  which  are  eleven  feet  distant  from 
the  cell  block.  The  intervening  space  is  llagged,  and  lighted  with  gas  at  ni"ht. 
1  his  space  has  been  the  walk  of  the  ]irisoiiers  bv  dav.  and  tin-  lirst  or  lowest Tind 
the  second  range  of  the  cells  those  iu  which  thev'liave  been  locked  at  iii"ht 

The  foiiiulaticm  of  the  cell  block  consists  of  three  parallel  walls,  with  cnTl  walls,  all 
of  unhewn  stone,  the  middle  parallel  wall  being  the  foundation  of  the  brick  partition 
wall  before  mentioned.  The  space  between  tlieoutei- andceiiter  wall  issix  leet.  An 
arch  ot  twenty  inches  curvature  rests  on  these  walls  and  runs  from  the  extreme  west 
end  ot  the  cell  block  to  the  east  wall  of  the  cell  house,  and  forms  the  cover  of  what 
was  intended  for  an  air  chamber.  This  chamber  has  had  two  transverse  partition 
walls  with  an  air  w-ay  thr.>ugli  each;  an  opening  eighteen  iiu-hes  S(|uare,  secured  bv 
an  iron  grating,  formerly  admitted  external  air  to  the  chamber,  but  is  now  (lo.sed  bv 
a  bank  of  coal.  The  Moor  conforms  to  the  original  eastern  slope  of  the  ground  oh 
which  the  cell  hou>e  stands.  At  the  west  eml  of  the  chamber  the  space  Ir.un  the 
lioor  to  the  center  of  arch  is  about  thirtv  inches;  at  the  cist  end  it  is  live  feet  six 
inches,  fhe  cells  stand  across  this  chamber,  the  arch  of  w  hich  is  composed  of  three 
conr.ses  of  brick,  the  lowerset  on  end,  the  second  and  third  on  edge,  making  ci^'hteen 
rnc4ies  of  brick- work,  set  as  usual  iu  lime  nioi  tar.  On  this  a  lloor  bed  r.f  linie  mortar 
of  the  depth  of  three  inches  at  the  center  of  the  arch  receives  the  cement  Moor  of 
the  cells,  which  is  three  inches  thick;  thus  m.akinir  a  viTtii'al  distance  from  the  top 
of  the  lloor  to  the  center  of  the  arch  beneath  twentv-fonr  inches.  To  obtain  access 
to  this  air  chamber  a  small  opening  was  made  at  the  left  inside  corner  ot  ,  ell  Xo.  20. 
The  thickness  of  the  cement,  lime  mortar.  Ac,  between  the  surface  of  the  lloor  and 
the  top  of  the  arch  at  this  spot  is  abimt  twenty-six  inches.     The  foundation  w.all 
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being  thicker  than  the  partition  wall  of  the  cell,  the  opening  being  cIobb  to  the  lat- 
ter, caused  a  beiul  in  the  opening  which  is  now  at  the  surface  about  thirteen  by  tif- 
teen  inches  in  diameter.  The  selection  of  this  spot  had  reference  to  the  comparative 
danger  of  discovery.  I  saw  no  indication  of  the  use  of  any  other  passage  than  this 
in  going  in  and  oat  of  the  chamber  previous  to  the  night  of  escape,  and,  though  now 
the  most  difficult  aniong  the  seven,  w;i8,  I  believe,  the  oaly  one  used. 

The  stone  foundation  on  which  the  arch  of  the  chamber  rests  presents  a  vertical 
face  of  thirty  inches  at  the  point  selected  for  digging  the  passage  to  the  outside  ot 
the  cell  house,  fhat  is,  the  wall  between  the  door  and  the  bottom  ot  the  arch  is 
thirtv  inches  high.  The  lower  stone  seems  to  have  been  loosened  and  remove(l  by 
scrap'ing  theilirt  beneath  it;  others  in  the  same  way;  until  an  irregular  arched  hole 
was  made  through  the  wall,  at  one  place  live  feet  wide,  and  ascending  to  the  brick- 
work of  the  arch,  none  of  wliich  was  disturbed.  When  the  dirt  was  reached,  a 
right-angled  hole  eighteen  inches  wide  and  thirty  high  was  commenced,  fhis  was 
carried  forward  and  downward,  widening  as  it  went,  for  about  live  teet.  At  this 
point  it  is  thirty  inches  wide,  and  from  it  continues  of  the  same  width  and  hori- 
zontally to  the  wall  of  the  cell  house.  The  wall  being  reached,  it  seems  to  have 
been  necessary  to  scrape  out  more  of  the  bottom  of  the  passage  in  order  to  reach 
and  loosen  the  lowest  stone  of  the  wall.  The  depre.-siou  thus  formed  has  hlled  with 
water.  The  stones  taken  from  the  hole  made  through  the  wall  of  the  cell  house 
were  jiassed  back  into  the  air  chamber.  The  hole  when  tiuished  was  smaller  than 
that  made  through  the  tuundatiou  of  the  cell  block. 

I  saw  no  evidence  that  the  ascending  hole  made  on  the  outside  of  the  wall  ot  the 
cell  house  had  been  fully  opened  to  the  surface  of  the  ground.  Previous  to  the  night 
on  which  it  was  used  to  escape,  I  think  it  had  not  been  so  opened.  The  openings 
from  six  of  the  cells  into  the  air  chamber  had  been  formed  from  below,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  that  is,  from  the  center  of  the  arch,  the  brick-work  with  the  mortar 
above  it  had  been  taken  ilown  without  disturbing  the  cement  tiooring  of  the  cells, 
a  sufhciency  of  which  had  been  removed  to  permit  the  easy  passage  of  a  large  man. 
The  rubbish  remains  where  it  fell.  The  appearances  indicate  that  the  noiseless  push 
of  a  foot  broke  down  the  cement  tiooring  at  the  proper  time  and  opened  a  free  pas- 
sage. I  saw  no  appearance  of  any  work  having  been  done  to  any  of  the  cells  with 
a  view  to  open  a  passage  from  them,  except  to  the  seven  mentioned,  and  do  not  think 
any  such  was  done.  The  air  chamber  is  dry  and  absolutely  dark.  The  stones  and 
the  dirt  removed  from  the  passage  were  piled  in  the  cbarabereast  of  the  opening  and 
form  an  irregular  heap  L'-4  feet  long,  of  the  average  depth  of  16  inches. 

Some  of  the  implements  used  in  the  work,  the  most  efficient  of  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  common  table  knives  used  by  the  convicts,  had  been  removed  by  persons 
visiting  the  chamber  before  me.  I  found  three  fixtures  used  as  candlesticks,  a  small 
woo(len  box,  two  table  knives  as  above  described,  some  pieces  of  candles,  and  two 
wooden  washdishes,  same  as  used  by  convicts. 
Respectfully, 

^  ■'  J.  N.  DESELLEM. 

The  hole  on  the  outside  of  the  cell  house  from  which  the  prisoners 
escaped  had  been  tilled  when  we  reached  it.  It  would  seem  easy  for  the 
prisoners  to  reach  the  top  of  the  high  wall  surrounding  the  prison 
grounds  by  climbing  the  inner  gate  at  the  southeast  corner.  On  reach- 
ing the  top  of  the  wall  the  prisoners  seem  to  have  let  themselves  down 
ne^ir  the  guardhouse  at  the  southeast  corner  by  means  of  a  rope,  found 
hanging  there  on  the  morning  of  the  L'Sth  and  which  was  the  tirst  inti- 
mation given  of  an  escape.  This  rope  was  constructed  of  bedticking 
and  towels  torn  into  strips  and  braided  in  links,  or  loops  about  two  feet 
in  length  and  tied  together,  making  a  rude  but  efficient  rope  ladder. 

We  could  gain  no  information  as  to  the  time  of  the  escape.  l']ach  of 
the  prisoners,  it  was  said,  were  locked  in  their  cells  as  usual  about  4.;5n 
p.  m.  on  the  day  previous,  and  tlieir  cells  found  vacated  about  !>  a.  m. 
of  the  2Sth.  We  learned  from  Col.  Dick  Morgan,  a  brother  of  the  gen- 
eral, and  one  or  two  other  prisoners,  that  i)revious  to  the  hour  for  lock- 
ing up  on  the -7th,  General  .Morgan  took  the  cell  occupied  by  his  brother 
on  the  lower  tier,  and  Col.  Dick  Morgan,  disguised  in  a  portion  of  the 
general's  garments,  was  standing  in  the  general's  cell  above  with  his 
back  to  tile  door  as  the  turnkey  came  to  lock  the  cell  door.  The  turn- 
key, Milo  II.  Scott,  says  that  as  he  closed  the  door  and  locked  it  he 
spoke  to  the  general,  who  said,  '•  Yes,  sir.''  Xo  suspicion  or  thought  of 
this  change  entered  the  mind  of  the  guard  or  turnkey. 
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The  names  of  the  prisoners  who  escaped  are  as  follows:  Brig.  Gen. 
John  H.  Morgan,  Capt.  J.  G.  Bennett.  L.  D.  Hockersmith,  T.  Henry 
Hines,  Gnstavus  S.  Mayer,  Ralph  Sheldon,  and  Samuel  B.  Taylor. 

In  regard  to  the  discipline,  control,  and  guard  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
in  the  penitentiary,  we  submit  copies  of  the  following-  letters,  orders, 
and  statements — flrst,  the  letter  of  Your  Excellency  to  the  warden  on 
the  .'30th  of  July,  the  day  the  prisoners  were  received  at  the  peniten- 
tiary : 

THf;  Stati-:  ow  iIhih,  ExEcuTn'E  Department, 

Coliimhus.  July  SO.  1S6.'!. 
Nathaniel  Merion,  Esq.,  TVarden  nf  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  : 

You  have  been  advised  of  a  formidable  and  destructive  raid  through  our  State  by 
a  baTid  of  desperate  meu  under  the  lead  of  the  notorious  Jolni  .Morgan;  also  of  their 
capture  by  the  military  forces  of  the  Keileral  (Tovernmeiit.  aided,  however,  materi- 
'  ally  by  the  suilitia  forces  of  our  State.  L'pon  consultation  with  Major-Geueral  lUu-n- 
side,  commander-in-chief  of  this  military  department,  I  learn  from  him  that  he  has 
not,  subject  to  his  command,  a  secure  place  in  which  to  keep  the  princijial  officers  of 
9ai<l  band.  I  have  therefore  tendered  to  the  Federal  (Government  the  use  of  our 
peniteutiary  as  a  place  of  safe-keeping  for  them  until  other  provision  can   be  made. 

Yon  will  therefore  [ilease  receive  trom  the  orticers  of  the  United  .States  Government 
the  said  .John  ilorgan  and  thirty  others,  Confederate  officers  captured  with  him  (a  list 
of  whose  names  is  herewitli  handed  yoiU,  ami  safely  and  securely  keep  them  within 
the  walls  of  the  penitentiary  until  other  provision  shall  be  made  for  them.  You  will 
carefully  search  each  prisoner  as  ho  may  he  lianded  over  to  you  and  take  from  him 
all  aims  and  articles  of  value  (money  included)  and  carefully  preserve  the  same 
until  you  may  receive  further  directions  touching  the  disposition  thereof.  You  will 
keep  said  prisoners,  so  far  as  may  be  possible,  separate  and  apart  from  the  convicts. 
You  will  furnish  them  with  everything  necessary  in  the  way  of  food  and  clothing 
for  their  comfort,  and  impose  only  such  restrictions  upon  thein  as  may  be  necessary 
for  their  safe-keeping.  Vou  will  permit  no  one  to  hold  interviews  or  communica- 
ti(ms  by  writing  or  otherwise  with  them  except  by  written  or  telegraphic  order  trom 
Cieucral  Burnside.  You  will  employ  such  additional  force  for  guard  or  other  duty 
as  you  may  deem  necessary.  .Should  clothing  be  required  for  the  prisoners  you  will 
make  rcciuisitiun  upon  me  for  the  same.  You  will  keep  an  accurate  account  of  all 
increased  cost  to  the  institution  con3e(iiient  upon  a  compliance  with  this  request 
and  report  the  same  to  me  from  time  to  time  as  you  may  reijuire  fuuds  to  meet  the 
es?>euditure. 

liespectfuUv,  \  ours, 

DAVID  TOD, 
Onrernor  and   t'iimmander-in-(^hif/. 

We  found  in  the  hands  of  the  warden  a  book  of  record,  kept  by  him, 
containiug  the  names  of  the  prisoners,  iuveutones  of  their  etlect.s,  date 
of  their  arrival  or  discharge,  copies  of  various  letters  and  orders 
entered  in  the  style  of  a  diary.  We  copy  from  thhs  book  the  following 
entries: 

.Jrr.v  HO,  l¥iJ3. 
At  3  o'clock  1).  m.  this  day  twenty-nine  prisoners  were  received  from  lUig.  <^ien. 
.John  ."^.  ilasou,  each  of  whom  was  re(iuircd  to  deposit  I'is  arms,  nione.\ ,  jewelry, 
watch,  with  what  ho  claimed  as  personal  etfects.  except  apparel  in  use.  in  the  war- 
den's care  ;  to  be  bathed,  shaved,  supplied  with  supper,  a  clean  bed,  and  a  ventilated 
gas-lit  cell. 

Under  July  31  is  the  following  entry: 

The  prisoners  arc  fiiruisheil  two  meals  daily,  looki-d  well  and  served  in  the  ilining- 
rooiu  at  tables  not  usi-il  l,y  the  ■  nnvicts. 

fhe  prisoners  are  not  c.intiiu'd  in  the  cells  during  tlie  day,  aiol  a  niilit.iry  :,ni,iril  of 
two  men,  wearing  only  -,ide  ;irms.  is  detailed  and  stationed  in  tho  hail  ii,-,,ii  li .  the 
prisoners  in  djytime. 

The  prisoners  aie  locked  in  dilferent  cells  at  night  in  the  care  of  the  usual  piixMi 
night  watch , 

.All  letters  addressed  to  prisoners  must  be  examined  by  Lieneral  .Mason,  ,iud  all 
letters  written  by  them  are  submitted  to  him. 


668  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC.       ' 

Under  date  of  August  2,  1863,  is  the  following  entry: 

Office  Ohio  Pen^itextiary,  Cotambua,  August  2,  1863. 

An  order,  of  which  the  following  is  a  correct  copy,  was  received: 

"Order.]  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

■'  Cincinnati,  August  2,  1S63. 

"Col.  .John  T.  Croston  will  proceed  to  Colambns,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
his  lirotliiT,  who  is  in  confinement  as  prisoner  of  war. 
"By  order  of  ilaj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Buruside: 

)  ■>  ,<I5    R,  LARNED, 

"  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General." 
Pursuant  to  the  above,  Colonel  Croxton  had  an  interview  with  his  brother. 
Under  date  of  August  3,  1863,  is  the  following  entry: 

Office  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  Columbus,  August  3,  1863. 
Pursuant  to  the   recommendation  of  General  Mason,  the   prisoners,  at  their  cost, 
were  furnished  with  a  set  of  W'averley  Novels  and  chewing  tobacco. 

August  3,  l-^Oo,  is  tlie  following  entry: 

An  account  has  been  opened  with  the  rebel  officers  having  money  on  deposit  with 
the  warilen,  and  they  having  permission  to  pnrchase  some  i)crsonal  conveniences, 
Sergt.  Josrph  Kifle,  officer  of  the  military  guard  at  the  prison,  has  been  instructed 
to  make  a  few  such  iuirchas<-s  until  proper  arrangements  shall  have  been  completed 
to  conduct  the  liusiuess  sntisfactorily. 

Under  date  of  August  8,  1863,  is  the  following  entry: 

To  secure  systematic  control  and  supervision  in  the  purchase  of  authorized  personal 
clothing,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  war  now  i^ontiued  here,  James  H.  Barcus, 
steward,  was  this  day  directed  to  attend  to  this  business. 

Under  date  of  August  17,  1803,  are  the  following  entries: 

Office  Ohio  Penitentiary,  Columbus,  August  17,  1863. 
Copy  of  order  from  physician  received  this  day: 
"Capt.  N.  Merion,   IVurden  Ohio  PenHentiary,  4-c. : 

"Dear  Sir:  I  think  it  advisable  that  Messrs.  Bennett  and  McLean,  rebel  prisoners, 
be  allowed  to  purchase  a  small  quantity  of  ale  daily.  They  are  both  in  failing 
health. 

"Respectfully, 

"S.  LOVING, 
"Physician   Ohio  Penitentiary." 

Onio  Penitentiary,  Columhus,  August  17,  1863. 
At  the  same  time  were  received  two  orders,  of  which  the  following  are  copies: 

"August  H,  1863. 
"(  aptiiin  Merion,  Jfarden,  .Ic.  : 

••.Sir:  I  think  it  ailvisable  tli:it  (iieatbam  and  Gibson,  rebel  prisoners,  should  be 
allowed  to  pun  base  suiall  nuautities  of  ale  daily;  both  are  becoujing  feeble. 

"S.   LOVING. 
"Physician  Ohio  I'enitenliary.'' 

"AuciuST  n,  1803. 
"CaiJiaiu  Mkrion.  Warden,  Sc  : 

■•  DiAR  Sii: :  I  think  itail\  i-aliloth;it  Colonel  Cluke  and  Major  Elliott,  reliel  prison- 
ers, .--hMiiid  hr  allowed  to  piucha,--e  small  quantities  of  lager  beer  daily;  they  are 
faiiiULT  in  health. 

"S.  LOVING, 
"Physician  Ohio  Peniteutiarij." 

General  Moriran's  mother,  by  letter,  requested  Captain  Merion  to  accept  from  her 
two  botth'sof  cordial  forwarded  by  eipress,  which  was  received  and  appropriated 
to  the  use  ol  siuk  in,  hospital. 
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Under  date  of  September  10,  1863,  is  the  following  entry: 

Septembkr  10,  1863. 
Copy  of  order  l)y  General  Mason: 

"  HeadcjCarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Columbus,  Ohio,  September  10,  1S63. 
"Capt.  N.  Merion",   Warden  Ohio  Feniteiitianj : 

"  Sir:  III  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  Commissary-General  of  PrisonerH, 
the  prisoners  of  war  tontiued  in  the  Ohio  iJiMiiteutiary  ;iu(l  at  Gamp  Chase  will  not 
be  allowed  to  receive  any  articles  of  either  olothini;  or  edibles  without  special  orders 
Irom  these  headquarters,  but  will  be  cuntineil  to  the  fare  provideil  by  tlie  proper 
authorities,  and  limircd  to  a  chanr:o  of  undfrclothiug  and  one  suit  of  outer  garments. 
.Should  tliey  have  more  in  their  possession  it  will  be  immediately  removed. 
"  Permits  to  visit  prisoners  of  war  must  be  countersigned  at  these  headriuarters, 

",JXO.  S.  MASOX, 
"  Brigadier-irtneral.'' 

Under  date  of  September  16,  1863: 
Copy  of  order  by  warden: 

"Office  Onto  Penitenthrv,  Coinmhim,  Seplemlter  16,  1S6.T. 
"  On  and  afti'r  this  day  the  sti'ward  will  lie  permitted  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
the  reliel  prisoners  of  war.  po8tau;e  stamps,  stationery,  candles,  tobacco,  and  sanitary 
necessaries  ordered  by  the  physician. 

"N.  MERIOX, 

"  ITarden,  il'c." 
Copy  of  order  to  inspect  prisoners  : 

•■HeadiH'aRTERS  V.  S.   Forces,  Columbus,  Ohio,  September  16.  1S63. 
"Mr.  X.  Merion.  Warden  Ohio  Penitruliary: 

••  I  send  Lieutenant  Judkins  to  inspect  the  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing their  wants  as  to  clothing. 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"■JXO.  S.  MASOX, 

■'  Britiadier-Geiieral.'^ 

Tender  date  of  November  3,  1SG3,  is  the  following;-  ciitiy: 

The  liirectors  and  warden  have  requested    General    Mason  to   receive  the  funds 
lieloii^ing  to  the  rebel  prisoners  of  war  here.  and.  throuijh  the  a;,'eucy  of  V.  ^.  otlicers 
of  liis  appointment,  to  disburse  them,  to  guard  them  at  meal   time,  and  to  attend  to 
their  medical  treatment,  subject  as  far  as  possible  to  the  rules  of  this  prison. 
I'opy  of  notice  from  General  Mason  : 

•'Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Xorember  4, 1863. 
"Mr,  X.  Merio.v,  JTarden  Ohio  Penilenlianj  : 

"  .Sir:   1  send  .Sergt.  .1.  \V.  Moon  as  prison  steward. 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

■•JXO.  S.  MA.SOX. 
'•  Briijadier-iienrrat.'' 

There  are  many  other  entries  in  this  book,  but  the  foregoing  give  as 
fair  an  idea  of  the  treatment  and  general  control  of  the  prisoners  as 
can  be  derived  fr<pni  this  record,  and  we  deem  it  mucli  more  reliable 
and  worthy  of  credit  th;in  any  statement  wiiich  can  now  be  made  from 
witnesses  who  trn.st  to  memory  in  giviiio-  ilftailcd  .-statements  of  what 
rliey  saw  or  heartl  at  a  previous  time,  of  which  no  record  was  made  at 
the  time. 

The  following  are  copies  of  piipers  furnished  by  f'ol.  William  Wallace, 
at  present  in  command  at  this  post,  as  lieaiinij  upon  the  subject. 

<'opv  of  telegram  from  Col.  William  Wallace  to  Briuadier-deueral 
M:isom: 

C'.ii.i'Miu  -,  Ohio.  Xureuiher  JS.  1S6J. 
Brig.  Gen.  .loil.v  ,s.  Masox,  Steubencille,  Ohio: 

General  .lohn  Morgan  and  sis  otticiTs  have  escapi  d.  Please  let  ine  know  what 
instructiniis  Lieutenant  Judkins  gave  to  Sergeant  Moon  a>  regard^  the  in>peetiou 
of  til.'  cells. 

WM.    \VA1.1..U_-E, 
Coloiid  I  illerulli  nhio  Volunteer  lujanlrij.  Comuuiniiimj. 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  General  Mason's  reply: 

Steubenville,  Ohio,  November  SO,  1863. 
Col.  William  Wallace,  Columbus,  Ohio : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  Saturday  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
no  instructions  were  given  to  Sergeant  Jloon  by  l^ieutenant  Judkins  with  reference 
to  the  inspection  of  cells  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  give 
you  a  full  history  of  the  confinement  of  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary. 
Morgan  and  his  officers  were  turned  over  by  me  to  the  warden  of  the  Ohio  peniten- 
tiary for  safe-keeping,  in  July  last.  After  that  time  the  military  authorities  only 
pretended  to  have  control  over  the  letters  and  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  they  should 
receive  and  send,  and  also  decide  who  might  visit  them.  Such  number  of  men  for  ■ 
guard  was  furnished  as  the  warden  from  time  to  time  might  require.  The  disposi- 
tion of  the  guard  and  the  times  the  prisoners  might  be  allowed  out  of  their  cells,  in 
fact  everything  relating  to  their  safe-keeping  was  in  the  hands  of  and  under  the 
control  of  the  warden  exclusively. 

During  the  month  of  October,  I  think,  I  met  the  directors  of  the  prison  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  sending  one  of  our  physicians  to  attend  the  prisoners  and 
also  to  appoint  one  of  our  sergeants  as  prison  steward,  to  take  the  duties  of  their 
steward,  Barcus.  I  sent  Doctor  Bailey  as  surgeon  and  Sergeant  Moon  as  steward.  I 
had  Sergeant  Jloon  selected  as  a  trustworthy  and  reliable  soldier.  I  gave  him  his 
instructions  that  he  was  to  receive  ;U1  communications  either  for  myself  or  the 
warden;  all  letters  the  prisoners  miu'ht  desire  to  send:  to  return  such  articles  to 
them  as  might  be  authorized  from  my  office,  and  none  other;  to  keep  an  eye  to  all 
irregularities  and  report  them  tn  the  warden;  to  .see  that  the  cells  were  in  order, 
and  that  the  guards  vrere  attentive  to  tlieir  duties;  to  conduct  the  prisoners  to  and 
from  their  meals,  and  allow  no  communication  with  them.  He  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  locking  or  unlocking  of  their  cells  or  as  to  the  time  thay  should  be  in  or 
out  of  them.  The  usual  routine  of  duties  of  the  keepers  of  the  prison  was  in  no  way 
interfered  with.  All  of  the  arrangements  were  so  complete  that  I  cannot  conceive 
how  prisoners  could  escam-  without  aid  from  the  outside.  They  were  locked  up  at  .5 
o'clock  p.  m.  and  remained  in  tlieir  cells  until  after  7  o'clock  a.  m.  During  the  day 
they  were  constantly  under  the  eye  either  of  the  guard,  the  steward,  or  one  of  the 
prison  keepers.  All  sohliers  employed  in  and  about  the  prison  were  under  the  orders 
of  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary. 

I  have  written  this  letter  that  you  may  know  who  was  or  who  was  not  responsi- 
ble for  the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  and  that  in  the  investigation  full  justice  may  be 
done  to  all  parties.  I  tliink  a  full  and  searchinii  investigation  is  demanded,  for  there 
must  have  been  some  bribery  and  corruption. 

The  officers  of  my  stalf  were  not  authorized  to  give  orders  with  reference  to  the 
prisoners,  and  none  were  given  by  them. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  MASON, 

Brigadier-General. 

Letter  of  Colonel  AVnllace  to  General  Wright: 

Headqu.vrtkrs  U.  S.  Forces,  Columbus,  Ohio,  December  6,  1S8S. 
Brig.  Gen.  Georce  B.  Wright: 

Sir;  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  my  adiniuistratiou  cif  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  forces  at  Columbus,  i  ihio, 
previous  to  ami  during  the  escape  of  General  .John  Jlorgan  and  sis  other  rebel  offi- 
cers, prisoners  of  war,  confined  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary. 

Brig.  Gen.  .lohn  S.  Mason  left  this  post  on  the  2.5th  day  of  November,  1863,  having 
been  ordered  to  San  Francisco  without  having  lieen  relieved  by  any  officer  appointed 
to  relieve  him.  .\s  ranking  offiei-r  1  took  charge  of  his  headquarters  until  such  time 
as  his  successor  shoulil  arrive.  I  found  that  General  Mason  had  cbarne  of  the  fund 
beliuiging  to  the  reliel  officers  confined  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  that  he  furnished 
a  guard  for  them  ;it  meal  time,  and  provided  their  medical  treatment,  and  that  this 
arrangement  had  lieeu  made  at  the  request  nf  the  directors  and  warden  of  the  peui- 
teutiary,  Novemljer  '2.  l^fio,  a  copy  nf  which,  marked  A,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Lieutenant  .ludkius,  of  General  Mason's  staff,  was  disbursing  officer  of  the  fund 
referred  to  above,  and  had  charge  of  all  letters  passing  to  and  from  the  prisoners. 
1  immediately  appointed  Capt.  R.  Lamb,  of  the  Eighty-eighth  i)hio  \'olunteer  Infan- 
try, to  relieve  Lieutenant  .Judkins  of  these  duties.  No  change  was  made,  and  as  far 
as  my  authority  extended  I  conformed  strictly  to  the  regulations  before  followed. 
It  has  been  the  rule  at  Camp  Chase  .ind  at  the  penitentiary  to  permit  interviews 
between  a  prisoner  and  his  near  relatives  when  sick,  if  the  relatives  be  loyal  and 
come  so  recommended.     On  November  2ti,  18t)o.  -Mrs.  Lucy  Dorsey,  of  Carlisle,  Ky., 
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indorsed  by  the  provost-marshal  of  her  district,  and  with  a  letter  from  Brigadii'r- 
lieueral  McLean,  of  Cincinnati,  indorsing  Mrs.  Dorsey's  loyalty  and  claiming  in  her 
behalf  the  rule  to  permit  near  loyal  relatives  to  see  sick  prisoners,  and  urgently 
desirini'  that  I  should  grant  Mrs.  Dorsey  the  interview  she  desired  with  her  brother, 
('apt.  'f.  .S.  Morgan,  then  sick  in  hospital.  Having  sent  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  to 
know  the  conditlon'of  Captain  Morgan,  he  certified  that  he  had  been  sick  in  hosidtnl 
and  had  not  recovered.  The  original  certificate  is  herein  inclosed,  marked  B.  I  then 
wrote  a  note  to  Captain  Meriou  permitting  the  interview,  not  to  exceed  half  an  hour, 
a  copy'of  which  note  is  hi-rein  inclosed,  marked  C. 

I'n  the  niorninf  of  the  2<Sth  of  November,  about  7  o'clock,  I  received  a  note  from 
N.  Meriou.  warden  of  the  penitentiary,  notifying  me  that  seven  rebel  prisoners  had 
escaped  from  him  during  the  uight.  His  note,  marked  D,  is  herein  inclosed.  I 
afterward  understood  (icneral  .lohn  Morgan  was  one  of  the  number.  Having  tele- 
n-raphed  to  the  principal  cities  of  the  West  and  North  notifying  the  chiefs  of  police 
ofMoro-an's  escape.  1  dispatched  Capt.  R.  Lamb  and  Lieutenant  Coss,  on  duty  at 
these  he'a.iciuarters,  to  the  penitentiary  to  ascertain  and  report  by  wh.at  means  the 
escape  was  effected.  The  means  used  by  Morgan  and  his  .associates  is  well  known 
to  vnu.  The  affidavits  of  Captain  Lamb  and  Lieutenant  Goss  ;i8  to  a  conversation 
with  the  warden  in  the  presence  of  (ieneral  Mason,  about  two  weeks  before  General 
Mason  was  relieve<l.  is  [.ire]  also  inclosed,  marked  E  [and  F.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfuliv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WXL  WALLACE, 
i.'olonel  Fifiietith  Ijhio    Volunteer  Infantry,  Commandimi. 

Tlic  folldwiug  are  ciii>ies  of  the  papers  referred  to  iu  Colonel  Wallaee's 
letter: 

A. 

CoLr:Mni-s,  Ohio,  Xomnber  _.',  7,W.j. 
The  directors  and  warden  have  requested  General  Mason  to  receive  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  prisoners  of  war  here.  and.  throngh  the  agency  of  U.  S.  otiicers  of 
liis  appointment,  to   disburse  them;  to  guard  them   at  meal  time,  and  to  attend  to 
their  medical  treatment,  subject,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  rules  of  this  prison. 

HKADifi'ARTKKS  l'.  .S.  FciRcE.s.  Col iiiiibna,  Uliio,  Xovember  4,  lSiJ3. 
Mr.  N.  MEKIoy.    fTarden   Ohio   Peiiilfntiani : 

,-ir:   I  send  you  Sergt.  .J.  W.  Moon  as  prison  steward. 
Your  obedient  servaut, 

.JNO.  S.  MASON, 

Brigadier-(reneral. 

B. 

L^  S.  Army  fSK^tiy.\RY)  Hospit.\i„  Cohimhn^,  Ohio,  Xonmher  J6.  1S63. 
I  certifv  that  Capt.  T.  .S.  Morgan,  prisoner  of  war,  has  been  sick  iu  hospital  and 
has  not  yt  recovered. 

'  .1.  SYD.  BAILEY, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  V.  S.  Aniii/,  Surgeon   to  Prisoners  of  War. 

C. 

llEADcjiARTEU.s  f.  S.  FoRCEs.  toliimltiis.  (Jhio,  Xoreniber  ,'«,  lS6-j. 
Captain  Merion  : 

Sir:  Y'ou  will  ]urmit  Mrs.  Lm-y  Dorsey  t<j  have  an  interview  with  Capt.  T.  S. 
Morgan  not  to  esci-ed  oin'-balf  lioiir.     ( 'aptain  MorLran  has  been  sick  for  some  time. 

\VM.   WALLACE. 
Colonel   Fifteenth    nliui   Volnnteer  [nfantry,  Cominanilinij. 

D. 

I  till"    I't^NITKNTIARV,  Xoremher  JS,  ISi". 
Colonel  Wallace: 

.■^IR:  .Seven  reliel  prisoners  esi'aped  from  here  last  night.  They  were  reported 
bicked  up  by  Sergeant  Moon,  bnt  were  uot  in  their  i  idls  at  the  time.  They  un<loubt- 
edly  hid  out  in  the  yard  and  scaled  the  wall  with  rope  ladders.  There  has  been 
bnberv  somewhere. 

Respectfully,  N-  MKK1(.)X, 
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E. 

State  of  Ohio,  County  of  Franklin,  as: 

I  certify  on  honor  that  on  this  7th  day  of  December,  1863,  pereoually  appeared 
before  me,  Frederick  J.  Kay,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Franklin  and 
.State  of  Ohio,  Robert  Lamb,  who,  bein^  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
is  captain  of  Company  F,  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try;  that  he  was  present  at  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
on  Saturday  morning,  the  28th  day  of  Xovemlier  last,  in  company  with  General 
George  B.  \\'rii;ht,  Lieut.  Mark  W.  Goss,  and  Nathaniel  Merlon,  the  warden  of  said 
penitentiary,  at  which  time  a  conversation  was  had  as  to  the  escape  of  General  John 
.Morgan,  in  which  conversation  the  said  Merion.  warden  as  aforesaid,  stated  that  it 
would  never  have  occurred  if  the  cells  had  been  swept  out  daily.  Lieutenant  Goss 
inquired,  "Why  the  sweeping  was  dispensed  with?"  Said  warden  replied,  ''One  of 
the  directors  said  let  the  (iod-damned  rebels  clean  their  own  cells; ''  and  that  there- 
upon Mr.  Heavy,  the  prison  guard  who  had  charge  of  that  duty,  was  notitied  to  stop  it, 
and  the  prisoners  were  told  they  must  sweep  for  themselves.  Deponent  further  says 
that  he  was  present  at  the  examination  of  Sergeant  Moon  by  Colonel  Wallace,  and 
said  Moon's  answers  were,  in  effect,  that  he  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  to  act  as 
steward  to  the  reliel  prisoners  contined  therein;  that  he.  Moon,  had  received  no 
orders  to  clean,  sweep,  or  inspect  the  cells  occupied  by  said  rebel  prisoners  from 
General  Mason  or  any  of  his  staft';  that  he.  .Moon,  had  no  authority  or  control  over 
said  prisoners,  except  as  ordered  by  the  warden  of  said  penitentiary,  and  that  the 
guard  placed  at  the  said  penitentiary  were  entirely  subject  to  said  warden's  orders. 

ROBERT  L.UIB, 
Captain  Company  F,  Eiqhtii-eighth  Ohio  Folnnteer  Infantry,  and 
Aide-de-Canip  to  Col.   William  itallarc,  Comdg.   C.  S.  Forces,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  December,  1863,  at  the  city  of 
ColuMihus  aforesaid. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

FKEDK.  J.  FAY, 

Notarii  Public. 
F. 

State  of  Ohio,  County  of  Franklin,  ss  : 

I  certify  that  ou  this  7th  day  of  December,  1863,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
i'rederick  J.  Fay,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Fraukliu  and  State  of 
Ohio,  .Mark  \V,  Goss,  who,  being  by  nie  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  ho  is  tirst 
lieutenant  in  Company  Iv  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  i  )hio  VcdnnteerC'avalry  ;  thathe  was 
present  at  the  i  ihio  penitentiary,  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  Saturday  moiu- 
iug,  28th  day  of  Xovember,  IStiS,  in  company  witli  General  George  B.  Wright, 
Capt.  Robert  Lamb,  and  Nathaniel  .Merion,  the  warden  of  said  penitentiary,  at 
which  time  a  couversation  was  had  as  to  the  escape  of  General  ,Iohn  Morgan,  in 
which  conversation  the  said  Merion,  wanlen  as  aforesaid,  stated  that  it  would  never 
have  oi-curred  'Mf  the  cells  had  been  swept  out  daily."  Deponent  inquired,  ■'  Why 
the  sweeping  was  dispensed  with  ?  "  Said  warden  replied,  "  One  of  the  directors  said 
lei  the  God -damned  rebels  clean  their  own  cells;"  ami  that  thereupon  .Mr.  Heavy,  the 
pris(m  guard  who  had  charge  of  that  duty,  was  notified  to  stop  it,  and  the  prisoners 
were  told  tliey  mu3tswee|i  for  themselves.  Deponent  further  says  that  he  was  present 
at  the  exauiiuation  of  Sergeant  Moon  by  (,'olonel  Wallace,  and  said  Moon's  answers 
were,  in  ett'ect.  that  he  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  to  act  as  steward  to  the  rebel 
prisoners  cuiiflned  therein;  that  he,  Moon,  had  received  no  onlers  to  clean,  sweep, 
or  ins]iect  the  cells  occupied  by  said  rebel  prisoners  from  General  Mason  or  any  of  his 
start';  that  he.  .Mnon,  had  no  authority  or  control  over  said  prisoners,  except  as 
(irdereil  by  the  warden  of  said  peniteutiary.  and  that  the  guard  placed  at  the  said 
penitentiary  was  entirelv  subject  to  said  warden's  orders. 

M.  W.  (iOSS, 
Firxt  Lieutenant  t'ompany  K,  Sixth  Ohio  I'oluuleer  Carairy, 
iin  duly  an  J ide  de-Camp  at  Hclijrx.  C.  S.   Forces,  ('ulumbus.  (Jhio. 

Sworn   to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  said  county  and 
State,  this  7th  day  of  December.  1863. 
Witness  mv  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

FREDK.  .1.  FAY, 

Xolary  Public. 
G. 

State  ok  Ohio,  Counfy  of  Franklin,  ss  : 

I  certity  that  nu  this  7th  day  of  December,  1863.  personally  appeared  before  me, 
Frederick  J.  Fay,  a  notary  public  in  afuresaid  county,  John  W.  Skiles,  who,  being  by 
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me  (Inly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  major  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment 
Ohio  Volnntetr  Infantry  and  provost-marshal  of  the  city  of  Columbns,  Ohio,  and  that 
abont  the  L'Oth  of  Nov.-niber,  1SIJ3,  this  deponent  was  in  conversation  with  General 
Mason  and  that  Nathaniel  Merion.  warden  of  the  (;)hio  penitentiary,  approached.  This 
deponent  asked  the  question  of  said  warden  if  he  could  not  lessen  the  guard  on  the 
outer  wall,  that  we  were  hard  pressed  for  duty  men.  M.'rion  replied  tliat  if  he  was 
to  be  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  reliel  officers  he  could  not  spare  any  men. 
General  Mason  at  once  agreed  that  none  of  the  men  should  lie  relieved.  Deponent 
further  says  that  all  details  of  guards  f.r  said  prison  were  ordered  by  nie,  verbally, 
to  report  to  said  Merion  for  instructions. 

JOHN  W.  SKILES, 
}[ajor  Eighty-eighlh  Ohio    I'ol.    fnt'aiitni,  /'rorost-Afar-ihal  City  of  Columbus. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me.  at   the  city  of  CoIuml)iis,  ia  said  county  and 
.<tate.  this  7th  day  of  December,  1863. 
Witness  ray  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

FREDK.  .T.  FAY, 

Xotary  Piihlio. 

Swoni  .statements  of  Sergeants  Moon  and  Gonee: 

Staie  of  Ohio,  County  <f  Frnnklin,  sa  : 

1  certify  that  on  this  7th  day  of  December,  18ti3,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
Frederick  J.  Fay,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county  and  State,  .Jesse  W.  Moon, 
who,  lieliig  by  me  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  sergeant  of  Company  F 
of  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  of  Ohio  \'olunteer  Infantry;  that  about  the:id  or  1th 
day  of  November  last  past,  as  near  as  this  deponent  can  remember,  he  was  sent  by 
the  order  of  General  Mason,  through  Major  Skiles,  to  the  Ohio  penitentiary  to  act  as 
steward  to  the  rebel  prisoners  coutined  therein.  Deponent  had  a  note  from  General 
Mason  to  Nathaniel  Merion.  the  warden  of  said  penitentiary,  informing  said  warden 
who  he  was  and  directing  said  warden  to  admit  him.  This  note  contained  no  orders 
or  instructions  as  to  the  duty  of  this  deponent.  Deponent's  instructions  were  received 
verbally  from  General  Mason.  They  were  as  follows  :  That  this  deponent  was  to  lock 
up  said  rebel  prisoners  in  their  cells  at  night  and  unlock  saiil  cells  in  the  morning, 
to  take  said  prisoners  to  their  meals,  and  to  ]'ur.  base  such  things  for  them  as  were 
allowed,  tobacco  or  stationery  ( lor  anything  else  an  order  from  the  surgeon,  Doctor 
iiailey,  was  necessary ),  to  see  to  the  rations  of  said  prisoners,  and  see  that  I  hey  ilrew 
them  regularly  every  ten  days,  (general  Mason  also  directed  deponent  to  have  an 
e,>  e  to  the  guard  on  the  outside  wall  of  said  penitenti.iry,  that  they  performed  their 
duty  faithfully,  although  there  was  another  sergeant  of  that  guard,  and  this  depo- 
nent's principal  duty  was  the  charge  of  the  guards  inside  of  the  said  penitentiary. 
Deponent  was  not  instructeil  to  sweep  the  cells  occupied  by  said  prisoners  or  to  have 
them  swept.  .Said  warden  gave  this  deponent  instrmtions  when  he  tirst  went  to  said 
penitentiary  how  to  lock  and  unlock  the  cells,  what  articles  said  prisoners  were 
allowed,  and  so  forth.  Said  warden  afterward  from  time  to  time  cautioned  this 
deponent  to  be  careful.  When  .-aid  prisoners  wanted  anything  not  allowed  by  the 
orders,  for  instance,  when  they  wanted  their  clothes  or  boots  mended,  deponent  was 
in  the  habit  of  applying  to  said  Mericui,  the  warden  as  aforesaiil,  for  his  permission. 
Some  times  said  warden  would  give  his  permissiou,  and  at  other  times  refuse  it. 

.1.  W.  MOON, 
Senjeanl,  Compami  /•',  Ki^ilili)-'  ii/lith  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  saiil  county  and 
State,  this  7th  day  of  December,  1863. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

FREDK.  .J.  FAY, 

Xnlary   Piihlir. 
Si'MK  ciK  (~)ino,  County  if  I'ranklin,  sn : 

I  lertify  that  on  this  7th  <lay  of  December,  1863,  personally  appeareil  before  me, 
I'lederick  .).  Fay,  a  notary  public  in  and  tor  --aid  ■  nunty  and  State,  .John  A.  i.Jonce, 
wh.i.  being  by  mo  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  lie  is  a  sergeant  of  Company  C 
of  ihe  Ninth  Regimen't  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry;  that  about  the  1st  of  Octo- 
I'fi  la.-t  this  deponent  was  sent  by  the  verbal  order  of  Major  Skiles  to  take  charge 
of  the  outside  guard  at  the  iThio  penitentiary,  said  order  being  gi\en  to  this 
deponent  through  Sergeant  Home.  I'eponent  never  receivial  any  instructions  in 
writing.  Sergeant  Lewis,  who  precialed  this  deponent,  gave  deponent  the  orders 
verbally,  whicdi  were  in  torce.  and  related  to  the  posting'of  the  guard.  Deponent 
had  at  that  time  nothing  to  do  with  the  inside  of  said  penitentiary.  About  the  Ist 
of  No\emlier  last  deponent  was  jvlaced  in  charge  of  the  whob-  guard  of  said  peni- 
tentiary, and  has  been  acting  in  that  capacity  since  that  time,  and  posted  the  guard 
4.3    R    R — SERIES!    II,  VuL    VI 
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inside  of  said  penitentiary.  Deponent  had  nothing  to  do  with  sweepins;,  clean- 
ing, or  iuspijitlug  the  cells  of  the  rebel  prisoners  lonlined  in  said  penitentiary,  or 
guarding  the  prisoners  to  and  from  their  meals.  Deponent  considered  the  said  rebel 
prisoners  under  the  iharge  of  the  said  Nath.miel  Merion,  the  warden  of  said  peni- 
tentiary, and  that  this  deponent  was  as  mnch  under  the  orders  of  said  Merion, 
warden  ;is  aforesaid,  in  regard  to  all  control  or  guarding  of  said  rebel  prisoners,  as 
he  was  under  the  orders  of  Major  Skiles,  if  not  more. 

.lOHN'  A.  GONCE, 
Seryeaiil,  Company  C,  yiulli   Michigan  Folunteer  Infaniry. 

Sworn  to  .ind  subscribed  before  me  at  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  said  county  and 
State,  this  Tth  day  of  l.)eccmber,  1NB3. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  oUice. 

FREDK.  ,r.  FAY, 

Notary  Public. 

The  following  affidavits  of  Jesse  E.  AVat.son  and  Mile  H.  Scott,  regu- 
lar penitentiary  guards,  and  of  Julius  J.  \\'o()d,  director,  antl  Nathaniel 
ilerion,  warden  of  the  penitentiary,  liave  Ijeen  handed  to  me. 

Affidavit  of  Jesse  E.  Watson  fiiih.)\vs. 
Statu  oi-"  Ohio,  County  of  FraukHu,  si  : 

Jesse  E.  Watson,  "f  the  city  of  Ciilnmlms,  Fiiinkliu  County,  State  of  (~ihio,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  1  am  one  of  tlie  guards  of  the  Ohio  peni- 
tentiary, situate  at  Columbus,  ami  since  ;iljiiut  the  1st  of  October.  1863,  have  been 
assigned  to  duty  as  night  watch.  The  cluty  of  said  night  watch  is  as  follows;  He 
goes  in  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  after  the  prisomrs  are  all  lockeil  in  their  cells,  and 
passing  around  with  a  liuht  inspi'Cts  eacli  cell  thiou'.;h  the  grated  iloor.  seeing;  the 
occupant  is  within,  and,  countins  the  number,  reports  the  same  at  the  guard-room  of 
the  penitentiary.  Shortly  afrer  G  o'clock  p.  ni,  lie  p.isses  round  again  and  directs 
the  lining  of  the  water  buckets  of  tlie  prisoners  through  the  bars  of  the  cell  door. 
At  9  o'clock  he  again  p.assi'S  round  to  direct  that  the  prisoners'  lights  in  cells  all  to 
be  extinguished.  At  11  o'clock  p.  m..  1.'  o'clock  a.  nj..  ami  4  o'clock  a.  m.  he  again 
pa.sses  round  quietly  with  a  light  in  his  hand,  whirh  he  holds  close  to  the  cell  door, 
to  see  if  the  con\ict  is  within  and  ijuiet.  and  ■ouuting  the  number  thus  seen  each 
time.  The  rest  of  the  time  durini;  the  night,  until  the  hour  of  t3  o'clock  a.m.,  is 
spent  in  the  halls  about  tlio  blocks  of  the  ic-Us,  walking  about  and  watching  gen- 
erally, the  guard  or  watch  being  in  s;iid  halls  constantly.  On  the  night  of  Novem- 
ber 27,  ISiiS,  I  went  on  duty  as  usual  at  .5  o'clock  p.m.  M_\'  place  has  been,  since 
acting  as  night  watch,  the  most  easterly  block  of  cells,  in  the  south  side  of  which 
the  rebel  Oeneral.lohn  11.  Morgan  and  the  other  rebel  orticers  were  confined.  On 
the  night  aforesaid  I  disi  barged  the  usual  routine  of  duties  as  above  described.  I 
counted  the  said  rclicl  prisoners  at  the  lirst  round,  reported  the  number,  found  it 
correct,  gave  them  their  water  at  the  usual  time,  ordered  lights  out,  seeing  them 
each  one  iu  his  cell  at  the  time,  uuule  ujy  usual  round  with  the  lamp  at  11  o'clock,  2 
o'clock,  and -1  o'clo'k,  found  evei  ythiiig  as  usual  in  cell,  counted,  as  1  supposed,  a 
man  iu  each  of  said  rebel  cells,  heard  no  noiso  or  disturbance  of  any  sort  soever,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  day  guards  cauii'  in  the  morniu','  of  Xovember  28  that  I  even 
imngined  that  the  said  rebel  prisoners  were  not  safely  iu  their  cells.  I  afterward 
saw  in  their  btds,  iu  said  cells,  stulVed  images  which  h.id  been  placeil  therein  to 
deceive  me  and  which,  in  my  rounds,  [  had  uiistak.  n  for  the  men  themselves 
wrapped  up  in  their  bedclothes  Mverythini;  \cas  \iry  unlet  all  the  night  of 
said  Xoveraber  27.  Kntirc  stillness  .ilmosr  ah^ays  )ire\ails  about  said  cells  and 
hulls  do  riiru'  the  night,  ;i;id  the  least  noisr  or  jar  is  immediately  and  distinctly  heard 
anywhere  in  the  hall,  and  it  would  be  impossilph-,  I  think,  for  any  prisoner  to  cut, 
saw,  dig,  pound,  scriipc,  or  ai  tempi  ;ii:>tliinu  •<(  that  kind  without  being  iminedi- 
.itely  heard  atnl  di-coveii-d  by  tl'.e  ni-iil  uiteli.  ami  that  it  was  (lerfectly  i'mpossible 
for  said  reliel  prisoners  to  have  es.-nate.l  tlie  hol.-s  in  tlu-ir  cell  doors  which  they 
did  dig,  in  anv  of  them  dnriiiy'  ilo-  ;iiL;hi  season,  when  I  was  on  duty  as  af>res:iiii. 
without  beiug'h.ard  and  dise,,ve;e,l  l,\  me.  And  1  further  declare  that,  durin;;  all 
the  time  I  .so  warcleil  them  at  iiiuht.  as  .-iforesnid,  I  never  heard  any  noise  of  such 
di;,'eini,'  oi-  .1  isco\oied  anythiiiu-  nhoni  tlieiu  or  their  behavior  in  their  cells  at  night 
to  create  suspiciou  or  I'von  to  ainu^e  extra  attention.  And  further  this  atiiant  saith 
not. 

.lE.'^.SE  E.   WArSOX, 

Sworn  to  liei'ore  me  and  ~'i!'s,Mil>e(l  in  nu-  ]u-esence  this  December  s,  1863. 
\^'ltnl■ss  m\'  hand  and  seal  of  otiice 

.1.  WILLIAM   BALDWIN, 
.\"/i(ry  I'uhlic,  Frauklin  County,  Ohio. 
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Affidavit  of  Milo  H.  Scott  follows. 

State  ov  Ohio,   Franklin  Connlij,  ss  : 

Milo  H.  Scott,  of  the  city  of  Colnniljtis,  Fianklia  Connty.  .^tate  of  Ohio,  beiiif 
duly  sworn,  deposes  ;uid  .says  as  fidlnws:  I  ;iru  uue  of  the  guards  employed  "within 
the  Ohio  peaiteutiary  Ijy  Nathaniel  Jlerion,  the  warden  thereof,  and  for  a  time  iire- 
vious  to  the  4th  of  November,  li^ii:!.  ray  special  duty  was  the  oaro  and  control,  under 
the  directions  of  said  warden,  of  the  rebel  General  .John  II.  Morgan  and  other  rebel 
oHicers  tlierein  conlined.  I  unlocked  their  cells  in  the  raomiuus  conducted  them  to 
their  meals,  overlooked  the  sweepiuf^  and  cleauingof  said  cells  by  the  party  of  .'state 
convicts  employed  for  that  purpnse,  remained  with  said  prisoners  durin;;  the  day 
locked  them  in  their  cells  at  niyht,  and  reported  their  number  and  condition  at  the 
f;nard-ro(im  of  said  penitentiary  every  nijfht.  On  the  niornini;  of  said  4th  of  No- 
vember, ISiiS,  I  went  to  the  ottiee  of  saiil  penitentiary,  saw  the.  warden,  Merion.  who 
told  me  that  the  military  authorities  at  Colnmbus  had  taken  the  charf;e  of  said 
rebel  prisimers,  and  that  he,  the  warden,  was  no  louf^er  to  manage  or  guard  them, 
and  gave  me  to  understand  that  I  should  not  bo  needed  huiger,  as  the  military  were 
that  day  to  send  one  or  two  sergeants  who  were  to  attend  to  them  and  discharo-e 
generally  the  duty  I  had  theretofore  I'Ugaged  in.  Said  warden,  however,  further 
told  mc  that  he  thought  the  sergeants  a[ipoinied  to  take  charge  of  said  prisoners 
would  not  understand  i)recisely  the  mode  of  manageujent  and  care  necessary  to  be 
taken  with  s.iid  prisoners  in  unlocking  them  from  their  cells,  and  locking  them  up; 
ami  sa.id  that  I  had  better  go  with  them  ami  keep  them  for  a  whilej'nntil  they 
learneil  said  duties  and  the  usual  mode  of  disch.arging  them.  S(](m  afterward  one 
of  the  sergeants  (Mmm  by  namiM  came  to  that  part  of  the  prison  where  said  pris(jn- 
ers  were  .■.mhned.  stated  he  was  sent  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  I  tlien  gave  him 
all  the  instrnctKHis  1  could  as  t.i  the  general  care  and  control  of  said  prisoners, 
locking  and  nub. eking  their  cells,  (inducting  Ihem  to  their  meals,  and  gave  up 
charge  of  said  prisoners  to  him.  The  next  morning,  I  think  it  was.  another  sergeant 
came  itionce  hy  name,  I  think)  and  assisted  said  Moon  in  the  care  of  the  priscVuers. 
I  continued  with  them  a  few  days,  until  I  thought  thev  were  sutticieutly  ac(inainted 
with  their  duties,  when  I  was  employed  by  s.aid  warden  in  other  places.  I  bad, 
however,  the  duty  assigned  nu^  of  overseeing  the  convicts  detailed  totakedown  and 
cleanse  the  night  Imekets  and  bring  in  coal  for  fires,  and  was  thus  obliged  often  to 
pass  into  ihe  hall  where  said  prisoners  were  in  the  daytime,  but  had  no  authority  or 
control  over  them,  nor  hail  any  guard  of  said  prison.  Freiiuently  one  of  .said 
sergeants  i  Imuicc)  would  come  late  in  the  morning  or  be  entirely  absent,  and  then 
9(mietimes  I  aided  said  Jloon  in  locking  and  unlocking  said  cells. 

Affiant  further  says  tiiat  previous  to  his  being  assigned  to  the  ch.arge  of  said  pris- 
oners he  served  as  night  watch  in  said  penitentiary.  The  duty  of  said  night  watch 
is  imce  in  two  hours  during  the  night  tn  pass  around  the  range  of  ccdls  noiselessly, 
wearing  only  their  slippers,  and  with  a  lamp  in  the  hand,  held  close  to  the  grating  of 
the  cell  door,  to  see  if  the  prisoner  is  within  and  ipiiet.  Evervthiiig  aboutsaid  halls 
and  cells  is  kept  very  (|uict  and  still,  ami  the  least  Jar  or  noise  is  m.pst  distinct,  and 
atfiant  believes  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  auyjirisoner  orconvict  in  any  of  said 
cells  to  saw,  dig,  pound,  serape.  or  attempt  anvthing  of  the  sort  in  the  nighttitne 
without  being  immediately  heard  ami  discovered  by  said  night  watch  and  ni"ht 
guard.     And  farther  this  alBaut  snith  not.  " 

MILO  11.   .SCOTT. 

Sworn  to  .and  subscriljeil  liefore  me  this  liecemb.r  ^,  IsBH,  .as  witiies.,  mv  hand  and 
seal  of  otiice. 

.1.  WTLLI.V.M    r.ALDWIN. 
Xntiir^i   riiblic.  Franklin    Cuiinhi,  iiliio. 

Affidavit  of  Juliibs  J.  Wood  follows. 

.State  oi'  tlinn.  FmnlJin   Cnnntii.  ■.»  .■ 

.Iiilius  .1.  Wuod,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  ns  follows:  I  reside  at  the  city 
ot  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  am  one  of  the;  dirc-ctors  of  tlie  nhio  penitentiary  there  sit- 
uated. At  a  meeting  of  the  ilirectors  of  said  institution  lielil  on  the' Hd  day  of 
November.  1S13,3,  the  warden  thereof,  Nathaniel  Merion,  being  present.  .lohn  S.  .Mason, 
V.  S.  military  commandant  at  Columbus.  Ohio,  attended  and  proposed  to  said 
directors  to  make  a  I'haiige  in  the  management  and  care  of  the  rebel  otticers  con- 
hned  in  said  penitentiary.  Theretofore  the  warden  and  ollicers  of  said  penitentiary 
had  e.'cercised  care  and  control  over  them,  and  saiil  ilason,  for  reasons  then  assigned, 
thought  it  better  that  they  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  military  authoritTesat 
Columbus.  It  was  then  anil  there  agreed  between  said  .Mason  and  said  warden  and 
directors  that  from  and  after  said  date  said  niilitarv  authorities  should  take  charge 
ot  -aid  prisoners,  attend  upon  them,  procure  siinh  things  as  said  authorities  thou-^ht 
miglit  be  proper,  besides  the  rations  allowed  bv  the  prison  rules,  guard  and  look  after 
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them  ssnerally,  the  prisoners,  however,  still  to  be  kept  in  said  penitentiary,  food  and 
■washing,  fuel  and  water  to  be  provided  by  said  warden,  and  after  they  were  loclced 
up  in  cells  at  uight.  the  usual  prison  nijjfat  watch  to  visit  their  cells  iu  his  usual 
rounds.  Said  Mason  agreed  to  continue  the  guard  at  the  outside  gate,  and  the  sentries 
in  the  hall  fronting  the  ranges  of  cells,  to  appoint  a  surgeon,  and  someone  to  attend 
to  all  the  wants  of  the  prisoners.  Affiant  called  said  Mason's  attention  to  the  nee  es- 
sity  of  having  reliable  men  to  perfcrra  such  duty,  when  said  Mason  said  that  he 
would  put  an  officer  in  charge,  and  would  have  a  sergeant  there  all  the  time,  except 
at  night  after  said  prisoners  were  locked  up  in  their  cells.  In  pursuance  of  this  agree- 
ment, said  Mason  on  the  next  day,  Xovember  4,  IxtiS,  appointed  a  sergeant  to  the 
duty,  who  came  to  said  prison  and  entered  immediately  upon  the  discharge  of  that 
duty,  and  had  the  full  care  and  charge  of  said  prisoners  from  that  date,  from  the 
time  they  were  let  out  of  the  cells  in  the  morning  until  they  were  locked  up  again  at 
night  by  said  sergeant,  and  a  surgeon  who  duly  cttended  upon  any  who  were  ill  or 
in  the  hospital.  Xeither  affiant  nor  the  officers' of  said  penitentiary  thencelbrth  con- 
sidered the  said  prisoners  under  their  control  or  charge,  except  so  far  as  the  night 
watching  as  aforesaid.  The  money  belonging  to  said  prisoners  was  also  all  paid  over 
by  said  prison  authorities  to  said  Mason,  or  said  officer  placed  in  charge  by  him. 

J.  J.  WOOD. 

Sworn  to  before  me  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  this  December  8,  1863.  Wit- 
ness my  hand  and  seal  of  ofiBce. 

J.  WILLIAM  BALDWIN, 
Xotarji  Public,  Franklin  Count)/,  Ohio. 

Affidavit  of  Xathaniel  MerioQ  follows: 
State  ot'  Ohio,  Franklin  County,  ss: 

Nathaniel  Merion,  of  the  city  of  Cohtmljns,  Franklin  County,  State  of  Ohio,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am  the  wanlen  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary, 
located  at  the  city  of  Columbus,  nhio,  wherein  have  lieen  cimrined.  for  several 
months,  the  rebel  General  .John  H.  Morgan  and  a  number  of  rebel  officers  taken 
prisoners  by  the  U.  .S.  troops  iu  (Jhio  iu  .July,  1863.  That  previous  to  the  4th 
day  of  November,  1863,  said  prisoners  were  under  the  charge  and  control  of  affiant, 
and  the  officers  of  said  penitentiary,  by  whom  they  were  released  from  their  cells  Iu 
the  morning,  watched  during  the  day,  their  cells  cleaned,  they  taken  back  and 
forth  to  the  prison  dining-room,  locked  in  the  cells  again  at  night,  watched  during 
the  night,  attended  upon  when  ill.  cared  for  and  guarded  generally,  with  the  assist- 
ance and  protection  of  two  soldiers  stationed  as  sentries,  one  at  either  extremity  of 
the  hall  fronting  said  ranges  of  cells  occupied  by  said  prisoners,  in  the  daytime,  and 
a  further  military  guard  at  the  first  entrance  gate  outside  of  said  prison  walls,  fur- 
nished by  the  military  authorities  of  Columbus.  That  sojue  few  days  previous  to 
the  3d  day  of  November,  1S63,  affiant  had  held  several  conversations  with  General 
John  S.  Masou,  L'.  S.  military  ccuumaudant  at  Columbus,  regarding  the  manage- 
ment of  said  prisoners,  in  which  for  various  reasons  said  Mason  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  L'.  S.  military  authorities  to  take  full 
charge  and  control  of  said  prisimers.  And  in  one  of  the  last  of  said  conversations 
affiant  informed  said  Jfasou  that  the  directors  of  said  penitentiary  were  to  have  a 
meeting  on  the  2d  and  3d  days  of  November,  1863,  aud  re<|uested  him  to  attend  and 
make  such  arrangements  for  the  future  care  of  said  prisoners  as  might  be  satisf  ictury. 
That  accordingly  said  Mason  attended  at  the  meeting  of  said  directors,  held  on  the 
3d  day  of  NovembiT,  1863,  at  which  artiant  was  present,  and  it  was  then  and  there 
agreed  between  said  Mason  aud  said  directors  that  the  general  care,  contnd.  aud 
management  of  said  prisoners  should  thencetbrth  be  assumed  by  the  said  military 
authorities  at  Columbus,  or,  as  it  was  expressed,  that  said  authorities  should  take 
"military  charge  of  them"  fromand  after  that  date.  Said  jirisoners,  however,  were 
still  to  be  kept  in  said  penitentiary,  but  said  prison  authorities,  thereafter,  oidy  to 
provide  prison  rations,  aud  cook  the  same,  wash  clothing,  ic,  provide  fuel,  emptying 
.and  cleansing  night  buckets,  and  after  said  prisoners  were  locked  iu  their  cells  for 
the  night,  reported  at  the  prison  guard-roiun  and  the  military  guard  relieveil  from 
said  hall,  that  the  night  watch  of  the  prison  should  take  that  hall  aud  those  ranges 
of  cells  in  his  regular  rounds  and  watihing.  That  said  JIason  agreed  expressly 
to  give  a  U.  .'^.  military  officer  charge  overtheui,  to  contiuue  a  sufficient  giuird 
in  said  hall  aud  at  the  outside  gate  as  before;  to  furnish  one  or  two  sergeants, 
who  shoulil  unlock  the  cells  in  the  morning,  see  that  said  cells  were  kept  iu  iTder, 
conduct  said  prisoners  to  their  meals  in  said  dining-room  :  maintain  the  usual  prison 
discipline  and  order  during  daytime  and  lock  them  iu  their  cells  again  at  uight; 
and  to  make  purchases  of  such  small  items  of  food,  etc.,  for  said  prisoners  with  their 
own  money  as  might  seem  proper  to  said  military  authorities,  and  to  furnisli  a 
surgeon  to  attend  upon  such  as  should  be  ill  or  iu  the  jirison  hospital,  aud  who 
was  to  order  such  extras  for  their  comfort  as  might   be  needed.     That  according  to 
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said  ay;reemeut,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  day  of  Novemlicr  qq:,i  \f , 
alliaut,  a  ser;,eant  of  the  name  of  Moo,,,  of  Eightv-eightirReiu,,ent  Oh  '  V  T"  *" 
Infautry-ho,ne  f;uar.l.-to  take  charge  of  sai.l  priso1.er,s  as  al"n°aul  who"  T' 
artiaut  for  directions,  where  aud  how  to  proieed  with  liis  duty  '  irti  '  l"",  " 
instructed  said  Moon  in  the  mauagemeut  theretofore  adopted  in  regard  to  .s"  1 
ouers,  as  to  iinloclun.;  cells,  couductiug  to  meals,  care  and  examinaTion  of  cells 'a\',![ 
the  rules  for  discipline  and  behavior  during  the  day,  aud  the  lockiui;-  of  the  prism  e 
in  the  cells  at  night,  charging  said  Moon  especially  that  said  iirismiers  wcjulll  re.'ii'ire 
fiiutinual  and  close  watching.  Said  Moon  went  immediately  to  that  part  of 'said 
I)rison  in  which  said  rebel  prisoners  were  and  took  charge  of  them  and  remained  in 
such  charge  until  ihe  escape  of  .John  Morgan  and  others.  Ahiaut  cUrected  the 
prison  guard  theretofore  employed  there  to  remain  a  few  days  and  aid  aud  iustruct 
said  Moon  until  he  was  able  to  lock  and  unlock  said  cells  and  to  understand  otlier 
duties  of  his  charge.  l)n  the  next  day  another  sergeant  came  to  aid  saiil  Moon,  and 
said  two  sergeants  thenceforth  attended  to  said  ]iiisoners.  Affiant  withdre\v'his 
officer  previously  stationed  there,  and  from  that  time  employed  none  of  the  officers 
or  guards  of  s.aid  prison  continuously  in  said  hall  or  about  said  prisoners  except  the 
watch  at  night  and  the  necessary  superintendence  of  convicts  carrving  fuel  and 
cleansing  night  buckets.  Occasionally,  however,  one  of  said  sergeant.s'^would  be 
absent  or  late,  when  one  of  the  prison  guards  woiilil  assist  the  o^her  sergeant  in 
unlocking  in  the  moruing  or  locking  up  at  night.  That  from  aud  after  said  3d  day 
ot  November  the  care,  control,  and  management  of  said  rebel  jirisoners  as  aforesaid 
was  conducted  by  said  military  authorities,  a  lieutenant  appearing  to  be  the 
supei-ior  officer  in  charge,  said  two  sergeants  generally  opening  the  cells  in  the 
uuiimng.  attriiding  during  the  ilay  upon  theni,  nverseeiug  the  care  of  said  cells  and 
conduct  of  the  prisoners,  and  lu(  king  up  at  night,  and  reporting  the  number  in 
cells  or  hns|dtal  at  the  piison  guard-room  after  locking  U])  tinu',  two  soldiirs  niuiiut- 
ing  guard  all  day  at  either  end  of  said  hall,  a  larger  military  guard  outside  the 
walls  ol  prison  .it  the  gate,  aud  a  I'.  S.  surgeon  attending'upou  their  si<d; 
Alhaiit  considered  that  from  ami  after  said  3d  day  of  Xovomber,  1863,  neither  he 
nor  the  directors  of  saiil  Ohio  j)enitentiary  had  any  further  care  of  .-aid  prisoners 
th.-in  to  furnish  food,  fuel,  Ac.  as  above  st.ited,  and"  to  watch  them  ;it  ui"ht  when 
locked  up  in  their  cells,  and  from  that  date  until  the  isth  of  November  affiant  did 
not  go  even  once  in  the  ilaytime  into  that  hall  where  the  said  prisoners  wi-re  coii- 
liiied  or  to  said  cells,  believing  himself  freed  from  all  care  and  uiana.>-emeut  of  sani.- 
and  not  considering  it  in  the  line  of  his  duty  to  pay  any  further  atfention  thereto 
He  otten,  however,  ]Kis8ed  through  in  the  night,  always  finding  his  ni"ht  watch  at 
tlieir  posts  and  everything  about  said  prisoners  and'cells  <|iiiet  ami  In  the  usual 
order. 

N.VTIIAXIEL   MKKIoy. 

>W(U'ii  to  before  me  and  siiliscribed  in  inv  presence  this  Ueccuiber  ,-<,  l.sii;!  as  wit- 
ui-sa  iiiy  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

.1.   WILLIAM  BALDWIN. 

X„l„ry    I'uhlir,   FnniUn,    Connhi,  Slnlf  „/  lllil,,. 

\\  o  pte.s.Mit  the  t'oreyoino  testiuiouy  a.s  we  fL-reivt'd  if.  Wu  were  u,,t 
lii-e.seiit  at  the  examinations,  aud  it  will  he  seen  that  niueli  of  it  is  not 
directly  pertinent  to  our  inquiries. 

From  the  tbresoiufi-  and  our  personal  e.\aniinal  ions  and  iiniuiries  we 
are  led  to  the  tbllowine;  conelusions: 

First.  Had  the  clear  and  distinct  instiucrions  given  to  the  warden  in 
\our  Excellency's  note  of  July  30.  isii,;,  l„.,.n  tairhtidlv  billowed,  no 
conriict  of  Jurisdiction  or  esca[(e  conid  have  ocairred. 

Second.  That  with  jiroper  vi.oiiance  (,n  the  parr  ot  tlie  guards  within 
the  walls  of  the  penitentiary,  and  a  dailv  .ir  even  weekly  inspection  (d' 
the  cells  occuiiied  by  the  [.risoners  ,,f  war.  no  escape  coldd  have  been 
made. 

fhird.  That  the  omission  to  make  fre(|uenf  and  careful  inspection  of 
the  cells  arose  irom  a  want  of  ddinireand  cle.ir  uiider>tandini;^  between 
the  inilitary  and  i.rison  authorities  as  to  the  guard  and  inspection. 

I'oiuth.  It  is  evident  that  the  pri.soners  made  :;reat  complaint  of 
their  coutinemeut  iu  a  [dace  desio-ned  for  canicts  ,mlv.  and  in  the 
arrempt  to  treat  them  as  pi  isoners  of  war  and  o,ant  them  indulgences 
not  allowed  to  convicts  discrepancies  and  embarrassments  would  arise 
between  the  military  and  [n  ison  authorities. 
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Fifth.  This  would  have  beeu  avoided  and  the  escape  prevented  by 
the  adoption  of  clear  and  distinct  written  orders  and  regulations  by 
the  military  commander  and  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary,  and  the 
warden  left  to  enforce  their  provision. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  B.  WRIGHT, 
Bfiyadkr-Geiieral  and   Quartermaster-General  of  Ohio. 
B.  F.   HOFFMAN, 

Private  /Secretary. 


Richmond,  December  7,  1S63. 
To  the   Senate   and   House  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
federate States:* 


BXCHANrrE    of    PRISONERS. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  have  returned  to  the  barbar- 
ous policy  with  wiiich  they  inaugurated  the  war,  una  that  the  exchange 
of  piisouers  has  beeu  for  some  time  suspended.  The  correspondence  of 
the  commissioners  of  exchange  is  submitted  to  you  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  it  has  already  been  published  for  the  information  of  all 
now  sutt'ering  useless  imprisonmeut.t  The  conduct  of  the  authorities  of 
the  L'nited  States  has  been  consistently  i)ertidious  on  this  subject.  An 
agreement  for  exchange  in  the  iucipieiicy  of  the  war  had  Just  been 
concluded  when  the  full  of  Fort  Donelsini  reversed  the  previous  state 
of  things  and  gave  them  an  excess  of  prisoners.  The  agreement  was 
immediately  repudiated  by  them  and  so  remained  until  the  fortune  of 
war  again  placed  us  in  possession  iif  the  larger  number.  A  new  cartel 
was  then  made  and  under  it.  for  many  months,  we  restored  to  them 
many  thousands  of  [irisoners  in  excess  of  tlmse  whom  they  held  for 
exchange,  ami  encampments  of  the  surplus  paroled  prisoners  delivered 
up  by  us  were  estalilishe<l  in  the  T'nited  States,  where  the  men  were 
enaliled  to  receive  tlie  comforts  and  solace  of  constant  communication 
■with  their  homes  and  families. 

In  .lul.\-  last  the  fortunes  <if  war  again  favored  the  enemy,  and  they 
were  enabled  to  exchange  for  duty  the  men  previously  delivered  to 
them  against  those  caiitured  an(l  paroled  at  Vieksburg  and  Port 
Hudson.  The  prisoners  taken  at  Gettysburg,  however,  remained  in 
their  hands,  and  >liould  have  been  at  once  returned  to  our  lines  on 
parole  to  await  exchange.  Instead  of  executing  a  duty  imposed  by  the 
plainest  dictates  of  justice  and  good  faith,  [iretexts  were  instantly 
sought  for  holding  them  in  permanent  caiitivity.  (General  orders 
ra[)idly  succeedc'd  each  other  from  the  bureaus  at  Washington,  placing 
new  constructions  on  an  agreement  which  liad  given  rise  to  no  dispute 
wiiile  we  retained  the  ad\antage  in  the  number  of  prisoners.  With  a 
disregard  of  honorable  obligations  almost  unexampled  the  enemy  did 
not  hesitate,  in  addition  to  retaining  the  |.)risouers  captured  by  them, 
to  declare  null  tin'  paroles  given  by  the  prisoners  captured  by  us  in  the 
same  series  of  engagements  and  liberated  on  condition  of  not  again 
serving  until  exchanged.  They  have  since  openly  insisted  on  treating 
the  paroles  given  by  their  own  sohliers  as  invalid,  and  those  of  our 
soldiers  given  under  precisely  similar  circumstances  as  binding.  A 
succession  of  similar  unjust  pretentions  has  been  set  up  in  a  corre- 
spondence tediously  prolonged,  and  e\ery  device  employed  to  cover 

"  t'ur  [jurtiuud  tit-if  uuiitteil  si-i-  S.i  ii'>   1  \  .  t  See  December  5,  p.  654. 


CORRESPOXDENCE,  ETC. UXION    AND    CONFEDERATE.        67!) 

:he  disreorarcl  of  aa  obligation  which,  between  belligerent  uations  is 
oaly  to  be  enforced  by  a  sense  of  honor.  Xo  furtiier  comment  is  need'ed 
on  this  snbject,  bnt  it  may  be  permitted  to  direct  yonr  special  attention 
to  the  close  of  the  correspondence  submitted  'to  you,  from  which 
you  will  perceive  that  the  final  jiroiiosal  made  l)y  the  cncmv  in 
settlement  of  all  disputes  under  the  cartel,  is  that  we  shall' lib- 
erate all  prisoners  held  by  us  without  the  offer  to  release  from 
captivity  any  of  those  hehl  by  them.  In  the  meantime  a  system- 
atic and  concerted  effort  has  been  made  to  (|uict  the  complaints  in 
the  United  States  of  tliose  relatiscs  and  friends  of  the  prisoners  in 
our  hands  who  are  unalde  to  understand  why  the  cartel  is  not 
executeil  in  their  favor  by  the  groundless  assertion  that  we  are  the 
parties  wlio  refuse  compliance.  Attempts  are  also  unide  to  shield 
themsehes  from  the  execration  excited  by  their  own  odious  treatment 
of  our  oilicers  and  soldiers,  now  capti\  e  in  their  hands,  by  misstate- 
ments, sucli  as  that  the  ]irisouers  held  by  us  are  (lei)iivcd  of  food.  To 
this  last  accusation  the  conclusive  answer  lias  been  matle  that  in 
accordance  with  our  law  and  the  general  orders  of  the  Department  the 
rations  of  the  i)ris(jners  are  precisely  the  same,  in  quantity  and  quality, 
as  those  servetl  out  to  our  own  gallant  soldiers  in  the  tield,  and  which 
has  been  fountl  suflicjeiit  to  support  them  in  tlieir  arduous  campaigns, 
while  it  is  not  pretended  by  the  enemy  that  they  treat  prisoners  by^the 
same  generous  rule.  l!y  an  indnlgcuce,  peili'a|is  unprecedented,  we 
have  even  allowed  tlie  jirisoners  in  our  hands  to  be  .-uii|)Iied  by  their 
friends  at  home  with  comforts  not  en  joyed  by  the  men  whocaiiture'd  them 
in  battle.  In  contrast  to  tliis  treatment  the  most  revt>lting  iidiuuianity 
has  characterized  tlie  I'onduct  of  the  United  States  toward  ll^i^ollers 
held  l)y  them.  ( »iie  luonunent  fact,  which  adnnts  no  d.-iiial  nor 
iialliation,  must  sulUce  as  a  test.  The  oilicers  of  our  army,  natives  of 
Southern  and  semi-tropical  climates,  and  nn[)repared  tor  the  cold  of  a 
Xorthern  winter,  have  been  conveyed  for  imiirisonnieut  during  the 
rigors  of  the  present  season  to  the  most  northern  and  exposed  >itnation 
that  could  be  selected  by  the  enemy.  There,  lieyond  tlie  reach  of  com- 
torts.  and  often  of  c'Vcn  news  from  home  and  familw  expo>ed  to  the 
pierciiii;-  cold  of  the  Northern  Lakes.  the\-  are  held  by  men  who  cannot 
be  ignorant  of,  even  if  tlie\  do  not  design,  the  probable  result.  How 
many  of  our  mit'oitiiiiatc  friends  and  comrades,  who  lia\c  passed 
unscathed  tlirnii-h  imnicnai-  battle-,  will  perish  on  .iohnson's  Island, 
under  the  iiilel  trial  io  w  liicii  tliey  aie  Mibjected.  none  but  the  (.)mius- 
cient  can  foretell,  'fliat  tlie\  will  endme  this  barbaiou.^  treatment 
with  the  same  -tei n  loititiide  tli;it  they  ha\ c  ever  evince.)  in  their 
country's  service  \\e  cannot  doulit.  I'.ut  who  can  Ite  lound  to  believe 
the  assertion  that  it  is  our  reliisal  to  execute  the  cartel,  and  not  the 
malignity  of  tiie  foe.  u  liich  has  caii-ed  the  iniiiction  of  such  intolerable 
cruelt>   on  our  own  losedand  houoied  defender^? 

Ji'Frf:i;s(^»N  dax  is. 


l-l.\TERri;isE,  Ihrfinhtr  7.  isi::;. 
•  b'lieral  S.  (.'onpER, 

Airiiitiint  <i,i'l   fiisprrtnr  Gem  nil,  lu'rl, iii<ni,l : 
I  liaxe  written  3011  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  rhe  lanuiiage 
of  the  parole  given  by  our  prisoners.      It  is  desirable  the  <  lovcrninent 
shoiud   decide   how   far  they  are  subject   to   military  dur.\  and  of  what 
kind.     This  is  necessary  to  discipline  and  should  be  done  at;  once. 
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Can  they  be  armed  aucl  drilled  aud  made  to  police  their  own  eucamp 
nieut,  aud  cau  officers  serve  on  court-martial  for  paroled  prisoners  ? 

L.  POLK, 
Jjieutenant-  General. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  x^merica: 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Wliereas,  in  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  President  '•  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and 
pardons  for  offenses  against  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment;"  and 

Whereas,  a  rebellion  now  exists,  whereby  the  loyal  State  governments 
of  several  States  have  for  a  long  time  been  subverted  aud  many  per- 
sons have  committed  aud  are  now  guilty  of  treason  against  the  United 
States;  and 

Whereas,  with  reference  to  said  rebellion  and  treason  laws  have 
been  enacted  by. Congress  declaring  forfeitures  aud  confiscations  of 
projjerty  and  liberation  of  slaves,  all  upon  terms  and  conditions  therein 
stated,  and  also  declaring  that  tlie  President  was  thereby  authorized 
at  any  time  thereafter,  by  i)roclamatioii,  to  extend  to  persons  who  may 
have  participated  iu  tlie  existing  rebellion,  iu  auy  State  or  part  thereof, 
])ardou  aud  amnesty,  with  such  exceptions  and  at  such  times  aud  on 
such  conditions  as  he  may  deem  expedient  fir  the  public  welfare;  aud 

Whereas,  the  Congressional  declaration  for  linuted  and  conditional 
pardon  accords  witli  the  well  established  judicial  exposition  of  the 
pardoning  power;  and 

Whereas,  with  reference  to  said  rebellion  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  issued  several  nroclamatious  with  provisious  in 
regard  to  the  liberation  of  slav   ;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  now  desired  by  some  persons  heretofore  engaged  in 
said  rebellion  to  resume  their  allegiauco  to  the  United  States  aud  to 
reinaugurate  loyal  State  g(jvernmer.ts  within  and  for  their  respective 
States:  Therefoie, 

I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  proclaim, 
declare,  and  make  known  to  all  persons  who  have,  directly  or  by 
implication,  participated  iu  the  existing  rebellion,  except  as  hereinafter 
exccjited,  that  a  full  pardou  is  hereby  granted  to  them  aud  each  of 
them,  witli  restoration  of  all  rights  of  property,  except  as  to  slaves, 
aud  iu  property  cases  where  riglits  of  third  parties  shall  have  inter- 
vened, and  upon  the  condition  that  every  such  person  shall  take  and 
subscribe  aii  oath,  and  thenceforward  keep  and  maintain  said  oath 
inviolate;  and  which  oath  shall  be  registered  for  permaueut  preserva- 
tion aud  shall  lie  of  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  to  wit: 

"1. .  do  Solemnly  swear,  iu  preseiu'C  of  Almighty  (lod, 

that  1  will  heneeforth  faitlifully  support,  protect,  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution of  tlie  United  States  and  the  uuion  of  the  States  there- 
under, and  that  I  will,  iu  like  uuxuner,  abide  by  aud  faithfully  support 
all  acts  of  Congress  ])assed  during  the  existing  relielliou  with  reference 
to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as  not  repealed,  nioditied,  or  held  void  by 
Congress,  or  by  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  1  will,  in  like 
uuiuuer,  abide  by  and  faithfully  support  all  proclamations  of  the  Presi- 
dent made  during  the  existing  rebellion  havnig  refereuce  to  slaves,  so 
long  and  so  far  iis  not  niodified  or  declared  void  by  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court.     So  helj)  me  God.'' 
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The  persons  excepted  from  the  beuefits  of  the  foregoing  provisions 
ure  all  who  iire.  or  shall  have  been,  civil  or  diplomatic  officers  or  agents 
of  the  so  called  Confederate  Govermueut;  all  who  have  left  judicial  sta- 
tions under  the  United  States  to  aid  the  rebellion;  all  who  are,  or  shall 
have  been,  military  or  naval  officers  of  said  so-called  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment above  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Army  or  of  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy:  all  who  left  seats  in  the  ('.  S.  Congress  to  aid  the  rebellion;  all 
who  resigned  commissions  iu  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States 
and  afterward  aided  the  rebellion,  and  all  who  have  engaged  in  any  way 
in  treating  colored  persons,  or  white  persons  in  charge  of  such,  other- 
wise than  lawfully  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  which  persons  may  have 
been  found  in  the  U.  S.  service  as  soldiers,  seamen,  or  in  any  other 
capacity. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  whenever, 
in  any  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  ?ilississippi,  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama,  (Georgia,  Florida,  South  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina, 
a  number  of  persons  not  less  than  one-tenth  iu  number  of  the  votes  cast 
in  such  State  at  the  Presidential  election  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  each  having  takeu  the  oath  afore- 
said and  not  having  since  violated  it,  and  being  a  qualified  voter  by 
the  electiou  law  of  tlie  State  existing  immediafely  before  the  so  called 
act  of  secession,  and  excluding  all  others,  shall  re  establish  a  State  gov- 
ernment which  shall  be  rei)ul)lican  and  iu  nowise  contravening  said 
oath,  such  shall  be  recognized  as  the  true  gcnernment  of  the  State,  and 
the  State  shall  receive  thereunder  the  beiiehts  of  the  constitutional 
provision  which  declares  that:  "The  United  States  siiall  guarantee  to 
every  State  iu  this  Union  a  re|)ublican  form  of  government,  and  shall 
l)rotect  each  of  them  against  invasion;  and  on  application  of  the  Legis- 
lature, or  the  Executive  (when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened) 
against  domestic  violence." 

And  1  do  further  proclaim,  declare,  and  make  known  that  any  i)ro 
vision  which  may  be  adopted  by  such  State  government  in  relation  to 
the  freed  people  of  such  State,  which  shall  recogni/.e  and  declare  their 
permanent  freedom,  i)rovide  for  their  cducati<ui,  and  which  may  yet  be 
consistent  as  a  temporary  arrani^einent  with  their  present  condition,  as 
a  laboring,  landless,  and  Ijomeless  class,  will  not  be  objected  to  by  the 
national  Executive. 

And  it  is  suggested  as  not  iin])ro[icr  that,  in  constructing  a  loyal 
State  goveinment  iu  any  State,  tlie  name  of  tiie  State,  the  boundary, 
tlie  subdivisions,  the  constitution,  and  the  general  code  of  laws,  as 
before  the  rebelli(jn,  be  nuiuitained,  subject  only  to  the  inodihcatious 
made  necessary  by  the  conditions  herein  lie  tore  stated,  and  such  otiiers. 
it  any,  not  contravening  said  conilitions,  and  which  may  be  deemed 
expedient  by  those  framing  the  new  State  government. 

To  a\-oi(l  misunderstanding,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  tliis  ]irocla- 
iiiation.  so  fir  as  it  lehites  to  State  governments,  has  no  rcleieiice  to 
>rate>  wherein  loyal  State  uoxeruments  liasc  all  the  while  been  inain- 
taiiieil.  And  for  tlie  same  reason  it  may  be  ludiier  to  further  say, 
that  whether  members  sent  to  Coni;ie.ss  trom  any  State  shall  lie 
admitted  to  seats  (•onstitutionally  rests  exclusively  with  the  resi)ecti\e 
Houses,  and  not  to  any  extent  with  the  I'^xecutive,  and  still  further, 
that  this  ]iroclainatiou  is  intended  to  jireseiit  the  jieople  of  the  States 
wherein  the  national  authority  has  been  suspended,  and  loyal  State 
governments  have  been  subverted,  a  mode  in  and  by  which  the 
national  authority  and  loyal  State  governments  may  be  le  established 
within  said  States  or  in  any  of  them;  and  while  the  mode  presented  is 
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the  best  the  Executive  cau  sugjjest,  with  his  present  impressions,  it 
must  not  be  understood  that  no  other  possible  mode  would  be  acceptable. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  8th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1803,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  eightyeijihth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  Piesideut: 

WILLIA.M   H.  SEWARD, 

iStcretury  of  iState. 


War  Department,  Washimjion,  December  S,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  lOc,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you  that 
your  action  in  regard  to  supi)lying  vaccine  matter  for  the  use  of  the 
Union  prisoners  at  K'lchuionil  is  approved  by  this  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Medical  iNspECTOR-GENERAL's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C.  Deeember  !),  l^Ho. 
Cdl.   William   Hoffman,  Conuhissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  report  of  inspection  of  the 
prison  and  hospital  at  Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  November 
I'O.  18(13,  by  Meilical  inspector  L.  Humphreys,  U.  S.  Army: 

I'risdu  hospital  is  in  the  same  condition  ;i3  hxst  reported,  except  the  wards  are  not 
so  iinicli  irosvded.  The  pri-sent  iiumbi-r  of  patients  is  thirty,  a  large  majority  of 
whom  are  sick.  The  pre\  ailing  diseases  in  the  wards  are  chronic  diarrhea,  typhoid 
malarial  fever,  and  erysipelas.  l"he  mortality  in  October  was  twenty-four,  out  of 
a  daily  averaije  treated  of  thirty.  Dr.  I  J.  W.  Fitzpatrick,  actin.;;  a.ssist;iut  surgeon, 
is  ill  charge  of  the  hospital  ami  appears  to  be  a  competent  ami  ellicient  m.au. 

The  mortality  for  the  month  of  .Vos-cmber  is  much  diminished  Ifom  what  it  was 
last  month. 

The  prison  hospital  is  inadc(|nate  lo  i  ho  wants  of  this  place.  .\  new  teiuporary 
pavilion  is  in  process  of  erection  and  will  soon  be  complete  for  use  of  the  prison  hos- 
pital. The  Imihling  is  unlit  and  will  not  be  comfortable  when  completed.  I  would 
ai;aiii  iir^e  the  erection  of  better  hospitals  for  the  prisoners  here,  as  set  forth  in  my 
special  re[)ort  made  to  the  Inspector-I  .em-ral  hist  nioiitli. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  \erv  respectfuUv.  your  nbedient, 

'  J.   M.  CUYLER, 

AeHiuj   Medical   Inspector.   U.  ,S.  Armtj. 


Washington,  December  9.  l^GS. 
(ieneral  :\rEREniTH: 

Do  you  know  whether  the  Union  citizens,  prisoners  in  Richmond, 
share  in  the  supplies  sent  forward  for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners  '  The 
supplies  are  intended  for  all  the  prisoners. 

E.  A.   UITC[ICOrK,_ 
Ma'ior-Oeneral  of   Vulaat'eers. 
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Washington,  December  :j,  1863—13  m. 
General  Meredith: 

Please  slate  your  knowledge  or  your  belief  as  to  whether  our  prison- 
ers at  Belle  Isle  are  provided  with  shelter,  either  barracks,  tents,  or 
shelter  of  any  kind. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 
Mujor-GeneraL  of  Vulunteers. 


FriRT   "SVarren,  December  9.  1863 — '>.50  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  K.  A.  Hitchcock: 

My  belief  is  that  our  prisoners  on  Belle  Isle  are  in  tents.  I  have 
reiiuested  Mr.  Ould  to  share  the  clothing  and  subsistence  sent  by  the 
(ioverumeut  with  our  citi/eu  {jrisouers.  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  been 
done. 

S.  A.  .MEREDITH, 

Briijadter-General. 


COXFEDERATr.    STATES    OF    AMERICA,  WaK  DEPARTMENT, 

h'ichmoiul,  December  'J,  1863. 
MaJ.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  : 

Sir:  The  package  of  vaccine  niattm-  has  been  received,  and  will  be 
faithfully  devoted  to  the  i)urp<jse  indicated  iu  your  letter.  I'cruiit  an.-, 
in  resi)i)nse  to  the  fricudly  tune  of  your  letter,  to  assure  you  that  it  is 
my  most  anxious  desii'c  and  will  be  my  constant  ertbrt  to  (lo  cserything 
ill  my  power  to  alleviate  the  miseries  that  spring  out  of  this  terril^le 
war. 

I  have  the  honor  ti^  be,  verv  resi)ectfiillv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RU.  OULD. 
Agent  of  Exchamje. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  DEPART:\rExr, 

Rii  huKinil,  D'ciinbrr  :<.  />',.;. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  .Meredith,  Aiicnt  »/  EdihuiKjc: 

Sir  :  Permit  me.  in  ie>|MiuM-  to  rlic  iVienill\'  tone  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  to  assure  you  that  it  is  luynuist  ;inxious  ilesire  and  will  br 
my  most  constant  ellort  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  alle\  i;ite  the 
miseries  that  spring  from  this  terrible  war. 

I  have  the  honor  tu  lie.  vers'  resiiectfuUv.  \(iur  ohedient  sei  vant. 

UU.  oULl). 
Aijcnt   ,(/  Exchau'i' . 


1'2\ECUTIVE  ^[ansiox, 
W.i^lrinijton.  Drccinhtr  1",  L^i,:i—L(i.-J'.   «.  m. 
Ma-jor-General  Butler.  I'ort  Mmirn,-.  Vn.-. 

Please  sii-peiid  execution  in  any  and  all  sentences  ot'  lieatli  in  \-unr 
department  until  liuther  mder. 

A.   LINCOLN. 
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Headquarters  Green's  Cavalry  Division, 

Yermilionville,  December  10,  1863. 
Col.  E.  L.  Molineux,  U.  S.  Army,  Commissioner,  ifcc.  ; 

Colonel:  The  general  eomiuandiug  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  in 
receipt  of  a  commuiiicatiou  rrom  Maj.  W.  M.  Levy,  assistant  adjutaat 
and  inspector  general,  Major-General' Taylor's  staft',  stating  that  he  has 
been  appointed  commissioner  of  exchange  and  that  he  will  be  down  as 
soon  as  the  lists  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  can  be  made  out.  I  look  for 
him  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  notify  you  at  once. 
He  has  sugjjested  that  the  prisoners  be  moved  toward  this  point  at 
once.  Pa])ers  and  heavy  document  for  Colonel  Major  duly  received. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.   WELLS, 
Captain  and  Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ohio  Penitentiary,  Cell  Xo.  7,  December  1<),  1868. 
Hon.  David  Tod,  Governor: 

I  have  been  requested  by  my  fellow-otidcors  to  address  you  upon  the 
subject  of  the  harsli  ami  rigorous  treatment  to  which  we  have  been 
subjected  since,  and  1  presume  in  consc(|neiice  of,  the  recent  escape 
of  General  .Morgan.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  unfortunate  war  I 
believe  we  are  the  only  prisoners  wiio  base  been  confined  in  a  peniten- 
tiary and  subjected  to  the  ordinary  discipline  of  convicts.  General 
Burnside  believed,  and  so  stated  to  us,  that  Colonel  Streight  and  the 
officers  of  his  command  were  similarly  situated  in  the  Soutli,  and  as 
long  as  this  ap[)eared  to  be  the  case  we  had,  perhaps,  no  reason  to 
coujplaiu.  It  is  now  more  than  three  months  since  the  announcement 
of  Colonel  Streight's  release  was  made  b>'  authority  in  the  Washington 
newspapers.  In  an  official  communication  to  General  Morgan,  dated 
Cincinnati.  .Inly  ■">(•,  18ii.'?,  (-leiieral  Burnside  distinctly  declares  that  we 
shall  be  restored  to  tlie  orilinar>-  tooting  of  prisoners  of  war  upon  the 
release  of  Colonel  Streight  and  his  officers.  It  would  seem,  therefore, 
that  iirevious  to  General  ^lorgan's  escape  we  were  entitled  at  all  events 
to  be  removed  to  a  military  prison,  ami  I  cannot  discover  upon  what  jn-in- 
ciple  his  escai)e  ought  to  alfcct  the  ([uestion  so  lar  as  we  are  conn'rued. 
Instead,  liowever,  of  fulfilling  tlic  i)romise  of  General  Burnside  in  our 
behalf,  the  antiioi  ities,  whether  civil  or  military,  have  suddenly  deprived 
us  of  every  mitigating  feature  in  our  condition,  bad  enough,  and  iu 
our  judgment  unjust,  as  it  was  before.  I  can  conceive  of  but  one 
motive  that  could  possibly  dictate  such  an  extraordinary  punishment — 
that  it  is  necessary  to  secure  our  safe  keeping — tor  it  is  not  possible 
for  a  moment  to  suppose  that  the  autiiorities  desire  to  punisli  us 
because  we  did  imt  betray  our  comrades  and  our  comnumding  otHcer. 

We  recognize  <di.'arly  aiul  distiiu'tly  your  right  and  your  duty  to  take 
such  precautions  as  you  may  deem  iiecessarv  to  secure  our  safekeeping, 
uniler  such  restrictions,  however,  as  are  imposed  by  the  geiunal  \'oice 
of  mankind,  and  which  cannot  be  justly  disregarded.  Is  solitary  con- 
finement necessary  to  secure  our  safe-keeping?  I  am  authorized  to  say 
that  every  one  of  my  comrades  is  willing  to  give  his  parole  of  honor 
not  to  attem[)t  to  escape.  But  aside  from  tliis,  it  was  not  the  liberty 
allowed  us  but  the  gross  negligence  of  the  civil  otticers  in  charge  that 
rendered  escape  luacticable.  Vigilance  would  render  escape  impossi- 
ble quite  as  effectually  without  as  with  solitary  coutinemeut.    There 
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are  men  confined  in  this  penitentiary,  men  who  have  been  convicted  of 
every  crime  known  to  onr  laws,  and  yet  the  basest  and  vilest  among 
them  the  lawoftlio  land  exempts  from  such  pniiishmentasonrs.  Who 
are  we,  how  (ilfterent  from  ordinary  men,  orof  whatcrime  are  we  guilty, 
that  we  are  put  beyond  the  pale  of  civili/ed  waiiare,  the  utmost  limit 
of  law  overleaped  to  indict  upon  us  a  punishment  at  variance  with  and 
abhorrent  to  the  moral  sense  of  mankind?  To  the  cruelty  of  solitary 
C(nitineinent  must  be  added  excessive  cold  and  every  other  discomfort. 
The  surgeon  will  tell  you  that  lie  cannot  venture  to  give  us  such  medi- 
cines as  we  frequently  need.  The  ordinary  privations  and  conrtuemeiit 
to  which  ]irisoners  of  war  are  subjected  we  are  willing  to  accept,  and 
cheerfully  submit  to,  as  incident  to  the  fortune  of  war.  We  protest  oidy 
against  unjust  and  unnecessary  cruelty. 

Since  the  Ix'ginning  of  the  war  moie  than  .10,000  jirisoners  have  been 
captured  liy  this  (■ommand.  They  have  lieeii  treated  always  with  kind- 
ness— ne\er  with  iidiumanity.  They  may  sometimes  have  wanted  for 
tbod  and  shelter,  but  not  more  so  than  ourselves.  In  a  word,  we  have 
never  failed  to  do  by  them  as  we  have  done  liy  ourselves.  It  is  the 
motive  that  gives  to  every  act  its  (pndity  of  right  or  wrong.  I  have 
addressed  this  communication  to  you  because  we  have  been  informed 
tliat  it  lies  within  yonr  province  to  correct  the  evil  of  wliieli  we  com- 
plain, and  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  hope  that  you  will  not 
iletinitely  decide  the  question  without  that  careful  consideration  which 
its  importance  to  us  demands,  and  that  kiinlly  feeling  which,  within 
my  ()«n  observation,  you  have  on  moie  than  one  occasion  shown  to 
[uisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  "S'our  Exeelleucv's  very  obediiMit  servant, 

'  HART  GIBSON, 
Captiiin  and  Asinifitiint  Ailjiitaiit-(ri  nir(tl,  Monjan's  Division. 

Hespectfully  tbrwarded  to  Col.  William  trolTni.an,  commissary  of  pris- 
oners, witli  tile  uigeuc  request  that  he  give  the  matter  his  immetiiate 
attention. 

DAVID  TOD, 

(iarfrnor. 

Office  Commissar v-(;e>'eral  of  Prisoners, 

]Viis!iiii(jl(i:i.  D.  r.,  December  18,  ISiSo. 
Res|)ectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  tlioiiglit  ad\  isable  to  remove  these  olhcers  from  the  penitentiary. 
They  can  be  jdaced  in  one  of  the  small  prisons  at  Canq)  Chase  by  traus- 
lerring  to  another  I'amu  the  prisoners  uhieh  it  now  holds. 

W.    IIOFFMAX. 
Loliinel  I'liird   In/tintri/,  Coiiniiiss(n-i/-Ocnenil  <>/   1'ii.^ijnerK, 

[Tlurd  In.Iorepment.] 

Wai;    Dep  \i;T"HK\T.   Piremlier   :?n.   /v/;7. 
Respectfiillv  referred  to  .Major  (leneral   lliteli<-o(  k.  (■Mii]iiii>.--ioner  lor 
exclialii;e.  lor  lemai  k. 

Liy  Older  of  the  Secietarv  oC  War: 

ED.  n.  S.  CAXr.V. 
B>-i(jailirr-<,enrriil  mul  Assistant  Ad/ntaiiiticnrnil. 
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^Fourth  iudorseinent.] 

December  22,  1863. 
I  do  not  recomineiid  any  change  nf  looalitv  for  these  prisoners. 

E'.  a.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Vohmteers. 

["Fifth  inilors.-m.'nt.l 

War  Department,  December  32,  is63. 
Tvesppetftilly  returned  to  the  Oomniissary-CJeneral  of  Prisoners,  witb 
reference  to  riie  above  indorsement  by  Major-Geueral  Hitchcock. 
By  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brii/adier-Geiieral  and  Assi.ttant  Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERVI'E    STATES    OF    AMERICA,   WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

JJeremher  11,  ls63. 
Brig.  (len.  S.  A.  .Meredith,  Aijent  of  E.rchamje  : 

Sir:  As  tlie  assent  of  the  Confederate  (Tovernment  to  the  transmis- 
sion by  your  authorities  and  people  of  food  and  clothing-  to  the  prison- 
ers at  Kiclnnond  and  elsewliere  has  been  tlie  subject  of  so  much  miscon- 
struction aiui  misrepresentation,  and  lias  l»eeu  made  the  occasion  of  so 
nuich  vilification  and  abuse,  1  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  no  more 
will  be  allowed  to  be  delivered  at  Cit\-  Point.  The  clothing  and  jiro 
visions  already  received  will  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  your  [irisoners. 
When  that  sui>ply  is  exhausteil  tliey  will  receive  the  same  rations  as 
our  soldiers  in  the  Held. 

liespccttully,  yuur  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Ai/ent  of  Exehawje. 


TlEAniiT' arters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Vermilidurilh',  December  11,  1863. 
Col.  K.  L.  ^lOLiNET'X.  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

COLONEL:  3Iajor  Levy,  commissioner  of  exchange,  has  arriveil,  and 
proposes  to  meet  you  to-morrow  morning  at  the  Boatte  place,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  wishes  expressed  in  your  communication  of  yesterday. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  WELLS, 
Captain  and  AKsi.stant  Adjutant-General. 

Will  be  down  tn-morrow  morn  between  10  and  11  o'clock. 


\\'aii   l)i:rARTMENT,   Wafihinf/ton,  Dccemher  11,  ls63. 
(''A.  William  Himfman,  Com missary-Generat  of  Driaoners : 

Sir:  It  apiiear-  iVuni  a  report  of  a  recent  insi)ection  of  the  places  of 
confinement  at  tlic  West  iiiiil  Xnrthwest  for  rebel  prisoners  of  war  that 
sutlers  are  iK'iuiitted  to  ti-;ide  with  the  prisoners  at  all  points  except 
Johnson's  Island,  and  that  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  the  sale  of  ••gin," 
under  the  name  of  ''schnajips,"  is  allowed.  Some  200  paroled  Federal 
prisoners  at  Cam])  Chase  are  reported  as  being  without  a  commander, 
the  cousequeuce  of  whicli  is  a  laxity  of  discipline  and  general  disorder. 
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It  is  further  reported  that  at  all  these  places  inspected  [there  are] 
defective  arrangements  for  cooking;  large  quantities  of  foofl  and  fuel 
are  wasted. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  communicate  these  facts  to  you 
and  to  call  upon  you  for  such  explanation  thereof  as  you  may  have  to 
otter. 

Very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant. 

JAS.  A.   HARDIE, 
Ansistunt  Ailjutant-denernl. 


Entkrprisk,  -Miss.,  ftevunbcr  11,1.^63. 
Commissioner  OVLV<,  Richmond,   Vn.: 

You  say  we  have  declared  exchanged  those  Vicksburg  piisouers  who 
have  reported  at  Enterprise.  May  1  ask  whether  these  men  were  actu- 
ally exchanged  by  the  two  (roveruincnts  consenting  or  only  declared 
exchanged  by  the  Confederate  (loverninent  on  .some  construction  of  its 
rights  in  the  existing  cdndition  of  the  (piestion  of  exchanges!  If  the 
latter,  what  is  that  consLruction  1 

L.  r()LK. 


I>E<'EMBER    12,  18ti.'>. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Sirretanj  af  War,  Wasliingtim,  D.  C.  : 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  inspection 
which  I  ha\ejust  made.  i)ursuant  to  >our  instructions,  of  forts  on  the 
eastern  seaboard,  with  a  view  to  selecting  such  ones  as  may  be  suitable 
for  the  confinement  of  prisoners  of  war. 

I  reached  Xew  York  on  Friday  morning,  and,  after  reporting  at  head- 
quarters of  the  dei)artmeiit  and  district,  proceeded  at  once  to  Vovt 
Sclinyler.  about  twelve  miles  from  tiie  city,  on  Long  Island  Sound,  which 
is  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Drigadier-General  Brown,  I'.  S.  Army. 
The  i|uarters  for  the  garrison  are  fully  occui)ied  by  otlicers  and  men, 
leaving  tione  which  could  possibly  bo  appropruited  to  pris(mers.  Four 
of  the  live  fronts  of  the  work  lra\e  a  double  tier  of  casemates  which  :ire 
fully  armed,  and  though  they  might  be  fitted  up  .so  as  to  be  used  for  the 
reception  of  ]irisoners  there  are  serious  objections  to  this  course.  There 
are  two  guns  mounted  in  each  casemate  wliich  cannot  be  removed,  and 
tlieir  carriages  w  ould  be  ex|)osed  to  malirioiis  injury  by  the  i)risoners 
even  with  every  precaution  to  .i:uard  against  it.  The  floors  being  of 
wood  and  \ery  dry  the  juisoners  would  Inive  it  in  their  power  to  .--et 
tire  to  them  ami  destroy  the  fort  in  spite  of  any  vigilance  on  the  pait 
of  the  guards.  A  more  wei.uht\-  objection  jjerliaps  is  the  fact  that  it 
would  be  to  a  certain  i'\tent  disarming  ilie  tort  and  thereby  very  much 
weakening  the  deUuise  of  the  eit\'  ot'  New  York,  if  these  objections  to 
the  use  of  the  fort  as  a  prison  are  not  I'cjiisidered  sutlicioutly  serious  to 
jnevent  a  jiart  of  it  beiiii;-  appropriate'd  to  this  i)iirpose,  which,  however, 
1  am  not  jirepared  to  say,  rwoof  it~^  I'loiits  may  be  fitted  up  at  no  great 
cx])ense  to  recei\e  oOO  prisoners.  The  casemates  would  require  to  be 
furnislied  with  bunks,  earh  one  Inning  room  enough  between  the  guns 
and  in  the  arches  to  accommodate  tliirty-six  men  ;  the  front  of  tiie  c-ase- 
mates  would  ha\c  to  be  closed  in,  windows  lieing  inserted,  and  itwoiild 
be  necessary  to  grate  and  glaze  the  embrasures.  There  is  no  hospital 
room,  kitchens,  or  sinks  insale  tlie  fur  wlueh  could  be  u^ed  bv  pii^oii 
ers,  and  tliese  could  only  in-  pio\ideil   !iy  er(.Tting  >uitaole  Iniihlings 
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outside  adjacent  to  the  two  fronts  occupied,  inclosing  them  by  a  sub- 
stantial fence  running  from  one  salient  to  the  other.  Access  to  these 
buildings  from  the  interior  of  the  front  could  be  had  only  through  one 
of  the  lower  tier  of  embrasures,  which  would  have  to  be  enlarged  by 
cutting  out  the  sill  to  the  depth  of  10  or  12  inches.  As  it  is  of  concrete 
r  presume  this  miglit  readily  be  done;  the  fence  on  each  front  would  be 
about  100  yards  long;  two  kitchens  20  by  50  feet  would  be  required,  ami 
a  hospital  100  by  23  feet,  the  whole,  including  bunks,  costing  from  $2,000 
to  -^.J.OOO.  It  would  not  be  advisable  to  occupy  more  than  two  fronts  of 
the  work,  as  a  greater  number  of  prisoners  than  500  wouM  be  more 
than  the  ordinary  garrison  of  the  fort  could  securely  guard.  The  sup- 
ply of  water  at  tiie  fort  is  limited,  but  it  would  probably  be  sufticieut 
for  the  proposed  number  of  prisoners. 

After  visiting  Fort  Schuyler  I  consulted  Colonel  Delatield,  Engineer 
Corps,  who  is  in  charue  of  the  forts  in  New  York  Harbor,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  using  any  of  them  as  military  prisons.  Assuming  that  the 
forts  will  not  be  immediately  required  for  the  defense  of  the  harbor  the 
chief  objection  which  he  suggested  is  the  one  I  have  already  mentioned, 
viz,  that  it  puts  in  the  power  of  the  prisoners  to  destroy  or  seriously 
injure  the  fort  they  occupy  by  fire.  However  remote  this  possibility 
may  be  it  does  exist,  anil  it  is  a  jirave  fjuestion  whether  such  a  risk 
should  be  taken  if  it  is  possible  to  avoid  it. 

I  then  visited  Fort  Columbus,  on  Governor's  Island.  The  fort  itself 
furnishes  no  room  for  prisoners,  but  in  Castle  Williams,  an  outwork  of 
two  tiers  of  guns  in  casemates  and  one  of  15-inch  guns  in  barbettte,  the 
third  floor  of  which  consists  of  arched  rooms  for  the  garrison,  some  500 
prisoners  may  be  accommodated.  The  floors  are  of  wood,  and  though 
they  may  be  set  on  tire  there  is  less  risk  of  it  than  at  Fort  Schuyler,  as 
the  prisoners  occupy  separate  rooms.  This  castle  is  used  at  times  for 
prisoners  of  war,  but  it  is  generally  devoted  to  deserters  from  our  Army, 
and  I  recommend  that  it  continue  to  be  so  used  and  for  prisoners  under 
sentence. 

There  are  at  this  time  more  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette  than  can  be 
accommodated  there  without  interfering  with  the  work  of  remounting 
the  batteries  with  heavier  guns,  as  has  been  ordered. 

For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  camp  on  Hikers  Island,  which  is 
in  the  East  Iviver  between  the  city  and  Fort  Schuyler;  but  the  camp  is 
about  being  transferred  to  another  island,  and  it  otters  an  excellent 
location  for  a  place  of  confinement  for  prisoners  of  a  special  character, 
which  at  this  time  is  much  needed.  We  have  officers  under  S[)ecial 
charges, blockade  runners,piraticalcases,  political  prisoners,  and  women, 
all  of  whom  should  be  kept  separate  from  ordinary  prisoners  of  war  and 
from  each  other,  and  1  respectfully  recommend  that  a  suitable  prison 
be  erected  on  this  island  of  sutficient  extent  to  receive  1,000  prisoners 
and  so  arranged  as  to  be  capable  of  enlargement  if  necessary.  There 
are  but  two  or  tliree  buildings  on  the  island,  which  are  now  used  as 
store-houses.  I  am  informed  Ity  .Major  Van  \'liet  that  it  costs  about 
825  jier  man  to  erect  barracks  for  soldiers  in  the  \icinity  of  New  York. 
A  prison  may.  therefore,  be  expected  to  cost  ■825,000  to  830,000.  Water 
is  scarce  upon  the  island,  but  if  it  cannot  be  supplied  by  cisterns 
receiving  the  water  from  the  roofs  it  may  be  furnished  by  a  water  boat. 

On  Saturday  night  1  proceeded  to  I'.oston,  but  on  Sunday  I  was  only 
able  to  make  arrangements  to  visit  Fort  Warren  on  Monday.  Early 
on  -Monday  morning  1  proceeded  to  the  tort  and  examined  its  accommo- 
dations for  prisoners,  of  whom  there  are  now  about  120  there;   more 
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than  half  of  them  are  occupyiug  the  officers'  quarters,  which  is  very 
olijectiunable,  as  this  willfully  injures  the  quarters  vury  much,  and 
besides  compels  our  own  officers  to  be  resliicted  to  a  very  scant  allow- 
ance. They  are  immediately  to  be  moved  into  tour  rooms  designed  for 
soldiers,  which  will  accommodate  KiO  men.  There  are  some  basement 
rooms  belonging  to  the  otlicers'  quarters,  where  8<jme  special  cases  are 
now  contiued  and  which  can  still  be  used  for  this  purpose.  They  will 
receive  from  thirty  to  tifty. 

There  is  quite  an  extensive  building  on  the  parade  ground,  now 
partly  occuiiied  by  tlie  engineers,  wliieli  will  very  well  quarter  one  com- 
pany, and  if  it  can  be  used  for  tliis  purpose  six  of  the  casemate  rooms 
may  be  vacated,  which  will  artbrd  room  for  the  recejjtion  of  -40  prison- 
ers^ thus  making  the  whole  number  that  can  be  accommodated  between 
400  and  .'>00. 

I  was  informed  by  ?*[ajor  Blunt,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work, 
through  Caiitain  McKim,  the  quartermaster  in  Boston,  thattiie  build- 
ing referreil  to  can  conveniently  be  s')ared  by  his  de|iartment,  and  I 
respectfully  recommenil  that  the  arrangement  suggested  be  authorized. 
The  present  garrison  will  sultice  for  the  uiimijcr  of  prisoners  proposed. 

I  visited  Fort  In(lei)e!ideuce  also,  which  lies  between  Fort  Warren 
and  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  a  small  work  and  there  is  no  part  of  it 
that  is  well  adapted  to  receive  prisoners,  though  if  it  were  necessary 
eight  or  ten  special  cases  might  be  taken  care  of  there. 

On  Tuesday  I  visited  Fort  Adams,  wliich  is  on  a  point  of  land  in  Xar- 
rag'ansett  Bay,  about  two  miles  by  water  from  Newport,  1!.  I.  This  is 
a  very  extensive  work,  but  it  lias  limireil  accommodations  for  the  garri- 
son, none  of  which  cmild  be  made  available  for  prisoners.  There  are 
more  quarters  for  officers  than  are  now  required,  l)ut  some  of  them  are 
occupied  by  laundresses,  andothers  leak  s<j  much  as  to  make  them  unin- 
habitable. Tiiereare.iiowever.  twenty  casemates  whir  1 1  are  not  armed  and 
are  only  occupied  as  store-rooms  for  gun  carriages  aiul  for  workshoiis; 
these  could  be  litteil  up  to  receive  about  "lOO  prisoners,  tive  of  them  being 
used  for  hospital  purposes.  T'he  floors  are  of  liea\y  plank  and  are  so 
very  open  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  calk  tliem;  windows  would 
ha\e  to  be  made  in  the  end  of  the  casemate  which  is  boariletl  in,  and 
the  embrasures  would  require  grating  and  glazing.  There  is  a  gallery 
for  guns  below  this  range  of  casemates,  part  of  which  could  be  used  as 
a  kitchen;  but  the  danger  from  tire  would  make  this  very  olijectionable. 
A  kitclien  might  lie  constructed  on  the  parade  ground,  but  it  would  be 
much  in  the  way  and  but  a  short  distance  Irom  the  magazine,  where 
."iod  barrels  of  powder  are  stored.  The  garrison  consists  of  two  compa- 
nies of  recruits  of  the  Fifteenth  Intaiitry  and  a  few  assignable  recruits. 

There  are  no  sinks  insiile  the  forts  wliich  the  prisoners  could  use  and 
they  would  have  to  pass  to  them  outside  during  the  da.\time  and  use 
tubs  in  their  rooms  at  night.  The  extent  of  the  work  and  the  numer- 
ous openings  into  the  casemates  make  it  \ery  convenient  for  prisoners 
on  the  outside  to  communicate  with  tliose  within  unless  pre\'ented  liy  a 
siroug  and  vigilant  nuard. 

If  prisoners  of  war  are  to  be  contilieil  there  the  garrison  should  not 
lie  less  than  three  full  companies. 

(.)n  Thursday  1  visited  Fort  Miftliii.  on  the  banks  of  the  Delawiire, 
about  seven  miles  lielow  I'hiladelphia.  It  is  a  small  work,  luu'ing  at 
present  no  place  of  coiitinement  for  iirisoners  but  three  bomb  proofs, 
which  have  no  other  ventilation  than  by  the  doors,  one  in  each,  and 
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siDiill  openino^s  through  the  arches  overhead.  They  are  all  entered 
through  one  door  opening  into  halls  which  lead  to  them,  and  of  coarse 
are  dark  and  the  air  is  very  foul.  TLere  are  seventy-five  prisoners 
belonging  to  our  Army  in  one,  fifty  eight  political  prisoners  arrested 
for  resisting  the  draft  and  ordered  there  from  Harrisbiirg  by  General 
Sigelin  another. and  eighty- two  rebel  prisoners  in  the  third.  They  sleep 
on  straw  laid  on  the  stone  floor  on  each  side  of  the  room  or  vault,  the 
arch  springing  from  near  the  tloor.  There  is  a  fireplace  in  each  room 
at  the  end  "opposite  the  door,  which  enables  them  to  have  a  fire  tiiat 
gives  them  light  and  heat  and  assists  greatly  in  purifying  the  air. 
These  bomb-proofs  are  unwholesome  places  for  prisoners,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  keep  them  in  a  proper  state  of  police,  but  from  necessity  they 
may  be  used  during  the  winter.  Of  the  three  classes  of  prisoners  con- 
fined there  the  rebel  in-isoners  are  the  only  ones  which  i)roperly  come 
under  my  supervision,  and  they  are  of  that  doubtful  class,  probably 
deserters  who  have  or  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  whose  dis- 
charge cannot  be  safely  recommended. 

There  is  a  gun  shed  within  the  fort,  now  occupied  in  part  as  quarters 
for  laborers  and  in  part  as  a  store-house  for  materials,  which  could  be 
fitted  up  for  prisoners  and  would  accommodate  about  200.  It  would  be 
necessary  to  ei'ect  a  shed  kitchen,  but  the  wliole  work  would  not  cost 
over  8'jOO.  The  bomb-proofs  need  then  be  used  only  for  the  worst  class 
of  prisoners. 

Should  it  be  thought  advisable  to  occupy  the  forts  as  prisons,  there 
could  be  received  at  those  which  I  have  mentioned  as  follows: 

Fort  Warren,  liostou  Harbor 450 

Fort  Scbuyh.-!',  T.nui;'  IsbiU'l  Souud "lOO 

Flirt  Adams,  Newport 5(10 

Castle  Williams,  Governor's  Island,  N.  Y : 500 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y 50 

Total 2.  000 

l^xcept  at  Forts  Schuyler  and  Adams  little  is  to  be  done  to  prepare 
them  tor  the  r('cei>ti()n  of  prisoners,  and  at  the  two  named  the  expense 
in  money  of  fitting  them  uj)  would  not  be  very  heavy,  but  the  unavoid- 
alile  injury  to  the  works,  the  [)ossibility  of  serious  damage  by  fire,  the 
additional  cust  of  transportation  to  Fort  Adams,  and  the  consideration 
that  while  so  occupied  the  iiower  ot  the  forts  for  defensi\'e  purjioses  is 
greatly  impaired.  It  would  seem  that  tiie  best  policy  and  best  economy 
would  recommend  the  construction  of  a  suitable  jirison  on  Hiker's 
Island  for  the  recei)tion  of  at  least  1,000  prisoners  with  barracks  for  a 
suitable  guard. 

While  in  Pxiston  I  called  to  see  His  Excellency  (lovernor  Aiidiew, 
to  consult  him  as  to  the  prisons  in  ^lassachusetts  wliich  might  be  used 
for  the  confinement  of  prisoners,  but  he  was  absent  from  the  city.  I 
found,  however,  ."Mr.  Keyser,  the  marshal  of  the  State,  who  has  full 
iniiinnation  of  the  State  antl  county  i)risons.  From  him  I  learned  that 
the  jail  at  Concoiil  is  the  only  one  which  can  be  made  avaihible.  It  is  a 
sulistantial  stone  building  having  t\\"enty  rooms,  wliieh  can  accommodate 
from  100  to  l.">0  prisoners.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall  and  would 
require  a  guard  of  one  othcer  and  thirty  men.  ,  acre  is  a  provost- 
marshal  in  the  town  who  could  be  placed  in  charge. 
Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN", 
i'lihiiifl   Thiril   Tiildntrn  (tuil   L'iimmimsani-denfrul  of  L'yisonvrx. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND    CONFEDERATE.        h'Sl 

Headquaeters  Army  of  ISTorthern  Virginia, 

December  13,  IsiiS, 
General  II.  W.  Halleck,  Comma tt(hr-i)hChief  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  7th 
instant,  proposing  to  exchange  all  T.  8.  prisoners  of  war  now  in 
Hichmond  and  its  vicinity  for  eqnivalents  according  to  the  .scale  of 
the  cartel,  and  to  leave  for  futnie  arrangement  iiue.stions  in  regard  to 
other  prisoners  of  war  hehl  by  either  party.  The  cartel  having  been 
agreed  upon  by  both  parties  to  regnlate  the  exchange  of  all  prisoners 
I  do  not  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  depart  from  its  provisions.  I 
regret,  therefore,  that  1  am  unable  to  accept  your  offer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

(ri  nenil. 


Fort  Monroe,  December  13,  i>v,v. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  ]Vi(r: 

The  tlag  of-truce  boat  just  in.  They  report  that  the  rebels  refn>c  to 
receive  any  more  snpi)lies.  Mr.  liarclay  tailed  to  ,^et  through.  Will 
telegraph  more  at  length  if  auvtiung  more  of  ini|:ortance. 

B.   F.  r.UTLER, 
Mnjor-Generitl,  Comma inlinii. 


I>rig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder  inclo.ses  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  .1.  F.  T.ovd, 
i|uartermaster,  (J.  S.  Army,  prisoner  at  the  Libby  and  a  nicml'cr  of 
the  Board  of  Distribution,  refuting  statements  made  in  >;orthcrn 
papers  relative  to  the  non-delivery  of  the  clothing.* 


Decjcmbet?   Ii',  l.sc;!. 
Fiespectfully    referred     to     i;rig;idier(  General     .Meredith,    agent    <<t 
exchange. 

IM).  OULl). 

Aijritt   <;/'  L'.rcliaiuii'. 


l''i>i;i'    .MiiNRuK,    peeiiiihrr    /.',   /sv,  ; — ';/,.,». 

MaJ.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock; 

The  rebels  letuseto  ic<-cive  anything  more  for  our  iirisoiicrs  at  City 
Point.     Will  write  to-morrow. 

•s.   .V.   MEIJEDITH. 

liriijailiei   (ri  III  ml. 


ilKAni'T- viMKRs  Hki'auimknt  OF  WEST  Ti:nnessek, 

/;*    thr   Field,  December  l.>,  l^h  :. 
Maj.  (leu.  S.  A.  llURLncT, 

Commanilhui  Federal  For<-es\  Memphis.  Tenn.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state  that  informarion 
has  just  reached  me  that  Capf.  Frank  1!.  (furlcy  is  on  trial  in  NaslisiJle 

"  IjOvJs  letter  uut  Iniiuil, 


692  PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,  ETC. 

for  the  so-called  murder  of  General  McCook,  and  that  further  time  has 
[been]  liranted  him  tor  the  purpose  of  procuring  evidence.  As  I  was 
his  comniandinu'  ofdcer  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  forward  you  under  Hag  of  truce,  and  by  the  jiands  of  my  adjutant- 
general,  Maj.  J.  P.  Strange,  the  following  statement  of  facts  to  show- 
that  Captain  Gurley  was  then,  and  is  yet,  a  Confederate  soldier  and 
otticer,  and  that  he  should  be  treated  and  regarded  as  such:  Captain 
Cuiley  was  regularly  mustered  into  the  C.  S.  Army  as  a  member  of 
the  Kelley  Tro'opers,  in  duly,  1861',  which  company  formed  a  portion  of 
my  old  regiment  known  as  Forrest's  regiment. 

After  the  fall  of  Fort  Douelson  i  froni  which  place  I  escaped  with  my 
command)  Captain  (iurley  was  left  sick  at  Huntsville,  Ahi.,  with 
orders  from  me  to  gather  up  all  the  men  of  my  command:  also  with 
power  and  authority  to  raise  [a]  com[iany  of  cavalry.  Tliis  he  did,  and 
reported  to  me  with  his  company  in  July,  18(iL'.  It  was  inspected  and 
mustered  into  the  service  at  Chattan(Mi<;a.  by  my  inspector-general 
and  by  my  order,  in  the  month  Just  named.  Hence  Captain  Gurley 
has  been  regularly  in  the  service  from  .July,  1801,  to  the  time  of  his 
capture. 

In  November  last  his  company  with  tluec  others  from  my  old  regiment 
(all  from  Alabama)  were  consolidated  with  Kussell's  Ijattalion,  and 
formed  what  is  known  as  Kusselfs  nr  the  Fourtii  Alabama  Caxalry, 
which  regiment  served  under  me  until  the  -1st  nf  February,  186.'!,  when 
it  was  transferred  from  my  command  to  (jeneral  Wheeler.  These,  gen- 
eral, are  facts,  and,  when  known,  I  confidently  rely  upon  his  being 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  not  as  a  gueirilla  or  robber. 

My  desire  is  to  show  the  court,  thmngh  you,  that  Captain  Gurley 
has  been  from  the  beginning  a  sohlie.'  in  the  Confederate  service,  and 
I  claim  for  him  the  treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of  war.  What  may 
have  been  attributed  to  him  by  the  i>ress  of  the  country,  Xorth  and 
South,  is  one  thing,  but  actual  facts  and  the  muster-rolls  in  the  Depart- 
ment at  Kichmond  is  quite  another.  .Major  Strange,  tlie  bearer  of  this, 
has  been  with  me  in  the  service  (as  myadjutautj  from  the  organization 
of  my  old  regiment  to  the  present  time,  and  can,  if  you  think  proper  to 
receive  it.  add  his  testimony  to  the  facts  as  stated. 

While  communicating  witli  you,  general,  on  this  subject,  allow  me  to 
say  that  it  is  my  purpose  to  drive  guerrillas  from  the  country.  They 
must  join  the  ser\ice  regularly,  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  otherwise 
be  disbanded  and  driven  off;  and  while  I  de[)lore  the  existence  of 
such  men  and  their  lawless  coiuluct,  I  desire  respectfully  to  call  your 
attention  to  facts  selfevidiMit  and  undented.  The  charred  walls  of 
many  dwellings  have  met  my  eyes.  The  luiked  chimneys  and  devas- 
tated premises  of  the  now  houseless  and  homeless  is  not  calculated  to 
soften  the  feelings  of  those  engaged  in  this  struggle,  the  merits  of 
which,  in  its  beginning,  I'onriiiuaiice.  or  ''ud,  the  women  and  children 
of  the  country  are  in  no  «  isc  responsible.  It  has  ever  been  my  desire 
to  see  this  war  conducted  accoidmL;  to  the  rules  of  civilii:ed  warfare, 
and  so  fir  as  I  am  cotu'erned  will  -o  ccniduct  it.  At  tlie  same  tiine  i 
am  determined  to  execute  on  the  s|Hit  every  house-burner  and  robber 
that  may  fall  into  my  liamN,  \v  liether  he  claims  to  be  a  Federal  or  a 
(,'onfederate. 

Hoping,  general,  that  \ou  \  lew  these  matters  as  I  do,  I  trust  you 
will  issue  sucli  orders  and  \\  lien  disolieyed  indict  snch  punishment  as 
wdl  prevetit  the  destruction  oi  liou^^cs  and  property  of  non-combatants. 
Whatever  may  be  necessar>  lor  the  use  of  troops,  military  necessity 
ami  nulitar\'  law  anthoii/e>  to  lie  appropriated,  luit  the  wanton  destruc- 
tion of  the  houses  and  dwellinu-  oi  i  he  [icople  might  to  bi.'  discontinueil 
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aud  severely  punished  by  every  civilized  or  Chri.stiaii  commauder. 
-Major  Strange,  with  his  escort  of  twenty  men,  is  instructed  to  wait 
your  pleasure  and  bear  any  message  or  communication  you  may  thinli 
proper  to  uialce. 

Hoping-  that  you  will  forward,  wirliout  delay,  to  tlie  proper  authori- 
ties at  Nashville  the  facts  in  regard  to  Cafitain  Crurley,  al.so  that  voa 
will  receive  this  communication  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  sent,* 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  I].  FOUKEST. 
I!ii(/ii(licr-(_!cntral,  ('unnituiHliiiii. 


Cartel  tor  the  exchange  (if  pii.soncrs  captured  fidiii   the  c ]iaiid.>  nf 

Maj.  I  icn.  \V.  B.  franklin.  ('.  S.  Army,  and  .MaJ.  (ren.  K.  Tnylnr,  ( ',  .S. 
Army,  respectively. 

BOUTTE'S, 

Sercii  .][iI/\  ah(,rr  Xeir  Iheria.  Dtcemlnr  1:?,  ;>V).;. 

The  undersigned  eommissioners,  ai)pointed  respectively  by  iMaj.fi-en. 
VV.  J!,  franklin,  U.  8.  Army,  and  31aJ.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  V.  S.  Army,  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  exchange  ot  prisoners  of  war  captured  iVom 
the  ciimmands  of  the  above-menti(nicd  otlicers.  do  hereby  agree  u[ion 
the  following  articles: 

I.  The  ofticers  and  enlisted  men  shall  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  brought  under  tlag  of  truce  to  the  former  stage  stand  on  the 
stage  road  between  Vermilionville  and  New  Iberia,  about  equidistant 
between  these  two  places,  in  the  fnllnwing  manner,  viz:  <  )flicer  for  otli- 
eer.  accnrding  to  their  several  grades;  where  either  party  has  an  excess 
of  otticers  prisoners,  the  otticers  constituting  such  excels  may,  at  the 
option  of  either  party,  be  exchanged  on  the  toUowing  terms,  viz: 

For  a  colonel,  titteeu  privates:  lieutenaiit-colonel.  ten  [)ri\ates;  major, 
eight  privates:  cai)tain,  six  privates:  lieutenant,  f'uir  ])ii\ares;  n,in- 
commisioind  officer,  two  privates;  private  sohlier  for  juiNare  suldjer. 

H.  There  being  in  the  hands  of  Majnr-Gencial  Tayhu-,  0.  .S.  Army, 
an  excess  id'  prisnners  belonging  to  the  command  of  Major*  leueral 
Franklin,  I'.  S.  Army,  m  order  to  expeilite  the  exchange  and  delivery 
of  said  prisoners  it  is  agreed  that  a  list  of  those  belonging  to  the  com- 
mand of  .Major-Gcneral  Taylor  shall  be  furnished  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable moment  to  Majnr  (ieneral  Ta\  lor  by  MaJoi-(  ieiieral  Franklin. 

III.  Ill  the  event  of  nil  anangemeiits  being  made  for  the  paroling 
and  delivery  of  the  excess  of  iirisoiieis  belonging  to  the  command  of 
.MajorGeneral  Franklin  it  is  agreed  that  >iich  eh, thing  and  provisions 
as  are  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  said  ini^oners  wiiieh  may  be  fur- 
nished by  ^Majorlleneial  Franklin  shall  be  nceived  and  be  (lelivcred 
to  the  said  prisoner-. 

i;i)\VAi;i»  F.  MoLiNFrx. 

Colniiifl    ■iinl    Cm,  mi. .in, I,  !■    /'-.,■    I!  ,  ,li,i  i„i,'   ,,f   I  ■,-lsi,ii,,s 

ni    !•,■!,, i!f  ni    M„i.  (,.n.    W.  I:.  F,',i „I:U „.   I'.  S.  A,-,,,,,. 
WILL.   .M.   Li:\'Y, 
Mi,i,,,-   ,i„il    C,,,i,,nisshiitvi-  /,,,■    i:.,-,-h,i„,i,'  ,,/'  l'i-i.s,i,i,  IS 

III  I:,  hill/  n/  M'iij.  f.-fit.  R.  't,iii),,,\  c.  s.  Ai-iim. 

It  is  agreeil  ami  undersrood  that  shouhl  any  casualty,  ,-uch  as  death, 
sickness,  or  other  unavoidable  cause,  pre\ent'the  deln'ery  or  exchange 
of  an\  of  the  oflicers  or  soldiers  enumerated  above,  if  such  (nisualty 
should  occunin  the  part  of  the])ris(iners  held  by  Major-Geueral  Taylor, 

-Fui'  iviily.  .si't)  Sunes  I.   \  ..1.  \\\I,  I'ait  III,  p.  US. 
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otber  prisouers  shall  be  substituted  and  delivered  ia  lieu  of  the  same. 
Should  it  occur  on  the  part  of  those  held  by  Major-General  Franklin, 
the  i)risouers  enumerated  for  the  exchange  with  those  who  may  not  be 
delivi'red  shall  be  still  held  by  3[ajorGeneral  Tayloi. 

It  is  further  a^^reed  and  understood  that  the  above  list,  which  is 
signed  in  duplicate,  shall  be  verified  by  the  officers  charged  with  the 
delivery,  and  errors  of  misnomer  and  otherwise  shall  be  corrected  by 
such  officers  according  to  the  spirit  and  iutent  of  the  cartel  dated 
December  12. 

Entered  into  bv  us  as  commissioners. 

EDWARD  L.  MOLINEUX, 
Ciihinil  and  Coiitmhuioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners 

In  behalf  of  Ma}.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Armi/. 
W.  M.  LEVY, 
Miijoi-  and   Commissioner  for  Exelianye  of  Prisoners 

In  helialf  of  MaJ.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army. 


Enterprisk,  December  IJ,  l><f>::. 
Commissioner  Ould,  Richmond,  Va.: 

A  dispatch  stating  that  ''Grant  had  ca])tured  some  of  Pemberton's 
men  at  Chattanooga  and  telegraphed  to  Washington  to  know  what  to 
do  with  them,''  has  created  some  apprehension  in  this  camp. 

These  men  were  declared  exchanged  by  Notices  (J  and  7.  Can  there 
be  any  doubt  of  the  Federal  Government  recognizing  that  declaration 
of  exchange  ' 

\,.  POLK, 
Lientenant  General. 


CONFKDKUATE  STATES  OF  A3IEIU(;A,  WAB  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  December  12,  1S6S. 
Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Folk: 

Sir:  I  send  by  Cajjtain  Thomson  the  lists  which  were  forwarded  to 
me  by  ^laJor-General  Forney,  lie  will  remain  until  a  copy  is  taken  and 
theu  return  with  the  lists,  ^"ou  can  use  him  for  the  i)urpose  of  making 
the  coi)y.  I  hope  none  of  the  soldiers  will  have  any  reluctance  in 
returning  to  duty.  I  have  in  my  possession  enough  valid  Federal 
paroles  to  cover  this  declaration  of  exchange.  I  have  duly  notified  the 
Federal  authorities,  stating  that  fact,  and  pledging  myself  that  if  upon 
computation  it  siiould  be  found  otherwise  I  would  deliver  equivalents 
from  men  now  in  (^uitivity. 

ricspectfuUw  \'our  obedient  servant, 

i;0.  OILI). 
Aijent  oj'  Kxchaniie. 


ciun-LAR. 


To  the  l^XCHANGEU    PRISONEUS    OF    THE    GARRISONS    OF    ^■Il■K8B^RG 

AND  Port  iliusoN: 

As  certain  doubts  are  understood  to  disturb  tlie  minds  of  some  of 
the  prisoners  of  the  above  garrisons,  who  have  been  declared  exchanged, 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  publishes  tlie  following  dispatch 
from  tlie  \\'ar   1  )e[iaitment  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by  him  as  to  the 
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mauuer  iii  which  the  exchange  was  made  and  the  authority  by  which 
it  was  declared : 

Rl(JIl.\IoNii,  lircemher   l.>,  ISti:!. 
Lieiitenant-General  Polk,  Eiiterprite: 

The  es(.ha,n<;e  was  (Icclared  by  our  Government  ou  a  coustructioii  of  the  ri"lits 
miller  the  cartel,  auil  not  in  (/unaei|iienc(^  of  any  agreement  with  the  Federal  agent 
of  exchange.  That  construction  by  the  Confederate  authorities  is  comdusive  on  its 
olticers  ami  soldiers.  The  right  is  ba.sed  both  on  the  cartel  and  ou  the  privile^Te 
claimed  and  exercised  by  the  enemy.  To  iinestiou  it  is  lo  tlcny  to  our  Government 
what  the  enemy  claims  and  exercises. 

Ri).   iM'LD, 
Aijent  of  Ej'iliaiiije. 

From  the  tbregoiug  telegram  the  authority  for  the  course  pursued  hy 
our  (loverumeut  is: 

I""irst.  The  practice  of  the  Federal  (rovernmeiit  in  like  iMrcuiii.staiiri_'.s. 

Second.  The  provisious  of  the  cartel  agreed  u[»in  by  the  two  (iov- 
ernnieuts. 

Ou  turuiiig  to  tiie  cartel  we  find  its  fifth  article  reads  as  follows: 

Each  party,  iipi>ii  the  discharge  of  prisoners  of  the  otliei-  ii.irty,  is  authorized  to 
discliari^e  an  6i|ual  uiunlierof  their  own  ofliccrs  m-  men  fnuu  ]iarole,  tiirnishing  at 
the  same  time  to  the  other  party  a  list  of  their  prisoners  discharged,  :uid  of  their 
own  otticcrs  and  men  Ti  liev.-it  fnun  parole,  thus  enabling  each  party  to  relievi'  fioiii 
parole  such  of  their  own  olHcers  and  men  as  the  party  uiay  choose.  Tlic  lists  thus 
mutually  furnished  will  kceji  Koth  parties  advised  of  the  true  (imilitiun  ot  the 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

From  this  itrticle  it  is  clear  that  we  have  a  ])erfect  right  to  release 
and  declare  exchanged  any  number  of  our  paroled  prisoners,  provided 
we  send  a  list  of  tliem  to  the  enemy  tiud  at  the  same  tinu'  authorize 
the  enemy  to  release  an  et]ual  number  of  theirs,  sending  to  them  the 
names  of  ours  whom  we  have  leleased  aud  the  names  of  theirs  we 
authorize  them  to  release  ;is  equivalents.  Upon  iloiug  this  wc  comply 
w  ith  the  provisions  of  article  .">,  aud  have  a  right  to  declare  the  men 
wliom  we  have  released  exchanged. 

The  ninth  and  last  article  of  the  cartel  provides: 

.\ud  in  lase  any  misunderstanding  shall   arise  in   regard  to  any 
tiou  in  the  foregoing  article  it  is  mutn.illy  agreed  that  such  luisumh 
not  interrupt  the  release  of  prisoners  on  p.irole  as  hi-rein  pro\  idi-d.  Ip 
the  subject  of  Irieudly  explanations  in  order  that  the  oliject  of  this  agreement  may 
neither  be  defeated  nor  [io>t|ioned. 

The  action  of  (jur  Government  therefore  is  in  strict  (-(jiiformity  with 
hiw,  aud  is  binding,  not  oidy  upim  its  ollicers  and  men.  but  also  upon 
the  Goverument  of  the  I'uited  States.  As  well  might  Federal  generals 
charge — if  indeeil  any  have  charged — irregularity  in  the  e.xchange  of 
the  prisoners  captured  at  Fort  Douelsou  as  those  captured  at  Vicks- 
burg.  The  obligation  which  binds  their  Government  to  recognize  the 
latter  is  precisely  the  same  which  bound  it  to  recognize  the  former. 
G(jo(l  taith  prcdects  both  alike. 

L>y  order  of  Lieut.  Gen,  L.  I 'oik  : 

T.   .\r.  JACIx. 
Avsistiiiif  A'ljiitdiit  'i,  nrn'l. 


lai 

ise  or  stipu 

la- 

ler- 
ut 

■  tandin-  si. 
-hall  be  m., 

all 
lie 

Office  ('omimissioner  for  Exchaniie, 

Fort  Moiiriii',  Jh_ccmlier   /  V,  i.sv;,;. 
MaJ.  Gen.  E.  A.  HiTCHCnCK, 

L'onuinanioner  <</  Exckaiicjes,  Wnsliinijoii.  D.  <_'.: 
."^IR:   I  liave  the  honor  to  inclose  you  li  etc  with  ropy  of  a  letter  rci-cived 
from   .Mr.  Oiild.  lebcl    agent  nf  e\rli;ingc,  declining   to  leceivc  at  <  ity 
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Point  any  more  supplies  for  our  prisoners  in  Kicbmoud  and  elsewhere 
in  tbe  Soutli.* 

I  Lave  also  the  lionor  to  send  you  by  today's  mail  a  Richmond  news- 
paper of  the  loth  instant  and  would  res[>ectfully  call  your  attention  to 
the  remarks  published  tlierein  made  by  .Mr.  Foote  in  the  rebel  House  of 
Representati\es,  calliiis'  the  attention  of  tlie  members  to  the  roportsof 
tiie  inade(iuate  supplies  of  food  furnished  our  men  in  their  custody. 

I  would  observe  \\v\>  the  rebel  assistant  agent  of  exchange  informed 
Major  Mulford  that  an  almost  entire  change  had  been  made  iu  the  offi- 
cers lately  in  control  nt  the  commissariat  of  our  jtrisoners,  several  hav- 
ing been  dismissed  for  misappropriating  subsistence  stores  intended  for 
thera.  and  that  theie  would  be  no  further  cause  of  complaint  in  regard 
to  the  insutticiency  of  food.     Money  can  be  sent  as  usual. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

S.  A.  MEREDITH, 
Jlrii/udier-dcncriil  kik!  ('(iinmiasioner  for  Exchange. 


HEAUgUARXEUs    NiNETEEXrH    ARMY    COKl'S, 

L)i  the  Fitld,  Xcii:   Iberia,  La.,  December  lo,  l^'/.V. 
Capt.  H.  L.  PiERSox,  Jr.. 

Aasisfant  Adjutant-Geiienil.  yiic  (hieaiix : 

Sir:  The  rolls  of  prisoners  of  \\av  were  duly  received  per  hands  of 
Captain  Benton. 

Maj.  ^V.  M.  Levy,  commissioner  in  liehalf  of  Maj.  Gen.R.  Taylor,  com- 
manding Confederate  forces  Western  Louisiana,  and  myself  as  commis- 
sioner in  behalf  of  ^Lij.  Gen.  W.  B.  Lranklin.  commanding  U.  S.  forces 
in  tlie  said  district,  have  agreed  upon  an  exchange  by  which  the  prison- 
ers, olticers  and  men,  named  upon  y(.)ur  rolls  will  be  exchanged  at  the 
stage  station  midway  between  New  Iberia  and  Vermilionville  some 
time  in  the  early  part  of  next  week,  and  I  will  give  you  timely  notice 
when  to  send  the  said  prisoners  to  this  point.  L'ntil  they  are  delivered 
by  you  into  my  hantls  it  will  be  necessary  still  to  keep  them  strictly 
guarded,  for  slumld  any  escape  it  will  cause  a  loss  to  us  iu  the  said 
exchange. 

The  tbllowing  ]iarties  neeil  not  be  sent  and  will  be  retained  by  you  or 
disposedof  asyou  deem  proper,  as  tliey  are  not  included  iu  theexchange, 
for  explanation  of  which  see  remark  oi)i)osite  to  their  names: 

Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Truess.  Thirty-hrst  Texas,  captured  by  Maior- 
General  llerron,  reported  by  them  as  a  traitor  and  deserter  on  fiehl  of 
battle.     Our  reason,  '■  not  iu  this  comnmnd.'' 

^Lij.  R.  A.  Howard.  CS.  Army.  Major  General  Pembertou's command, 
east  side  of  ?ilississippi. 

Pri\-ates  Juk\s  Duhon.  Mar-h;il  Fabcr.  Antoine  Guidry,  Sergt.  A.  D. 
Landry,  Corpl.  Alfred  Trek,  of  'f  u  cnty-sixth  Louisiaiux  Volunteers. 
INInjor-Cieueral  Pcmbi  iron's  cummaml;  >u[>i)Osed  to  be  paroled  at  Vicks- 
burg. 

1  am.  cai 'tain.  \imr  ol)ci limit  ser\  ant. 

i:i)\VARD  L.  MOLIXEUX, 
Colniirl  ,iiiil   <,'iiiniiii>:.si, liter  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners 

la   i.Jidlf  n/  Maj.  den.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Armi/. 

-Sur    !  'r.-.   Iiliil     I  1,  ]].  tj.S|). 
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Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

^Yf=)('  Iberia,  L<i.,  December  13,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin: 

(Throiish  Maj.  Wickbam  Hoffmau,  a.ssi.staut  adjutant  <;eneral.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  net;otiations 
which  have  l)een  made  by  me  with  Maj.  W.  >[.  Levy,  cummissicmer  in 
behalf  of  A[aj.  Gen.  K.  Taylor,  (^ommaudins-  G.  S.  forces,  for  exchange 
of  prisoners  of  war  captured  from  the  mutual  commands. 

la  obedience  to  your  instructions,  under  a  flag  of  truces  L  met  the 
Confederatecommissioner  at  I5outte"s  [)lautation,  some  h\e  miles  beyond 
our  pickets,  on  the  li-'th  of  Hecember,  and  he,  having  informed  me  in 
behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor  that  they  had  no  otlicers  or  enlisted  men 
belonu'ing  to  negro  organizations  captured  from  this  command,  the 
inclosed  cartel  was  agreed  tipou  and  signed  by  us  in  duplicate.* 

It  will  he  noticed  that  all  our  commissioned  otficcrs  were  exchanged 
by  me.  I  did  so,  being  anxious,  should  it  unfortunately  occur  liy  I  he 
fortunes  of  war  that  reprisals  take  place,  none  of  the  ofticers  of  this 
command  would  be  sutfercrs. 

Having  been  uotitied  that  a  Mr.  Gatchell,  a  non-combatant  and  a 
correspondent  for  the  press,  was  detained  in  their  h;inds,  and  indeed 
entered  ui)Oii  their  lists  of  -'prisoners  of  war,""  1  addressed  an  ollicial 
communication  to  .Major  Levy  re(iuesting  to  be  iiifornuMl  whether  Mr. 
Gatchell  was  detained  as  such,  and  if  not,  whether  he  would  be 
released  (document  1 '. 

The  rei)ly  to  these  queries,  and  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
idocumeut  L'),  shows  a  determination  to  retain  Mr.  Gatchell.  not  as  a 
lirisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  reprisal,  they  asserting  that  a  number  of 
peaceful  or  non-combatant  citizens  have  been  seized  by  our  forces.  The 
case  of  Mr. "Gatchell  is  therefore  respectfully  referred  to  you  by  me  as 
it  is  likewise  to  Major-Cieueral  Taylor  by  his  commissioner. 

I'pou  our  rolls  of  prisoners  appeared  the  names  of  two  eoininissioned 
otlicers  and  tive  enlisted  men  not  belonging  to  Maj.  Cien.  K.  Taylor's 
command,  and  they  were,  therefore,  not  exchanged. 

There  being  an  excess  of  prisoners  belonging  to  this  command  in  the 
hands  of  Maj.  Gen.  11.  'J'aylor.  his  commissioner  [)roposed  to  deliver  them 
up  to  lis  as  paroled  piisuners  under  certain  conditions  as  expressed  in 
his  letter  (document  '■>  .  As  this  would  fie  Ijinding  us  to  the  delivery 
of  certain  jiersons  in  exchange  who  had  not  been  captured  by  this  com- 
mand as  at  [)reseut  constituted,  and  also  upon  future  captures,  I 
informed  ^hijor  Levy  that  I  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  such  agree- 
ment, but  would  refer  it  to  you. 

Their  commissioner  thereupon  very  frankly  stated  the  sufferings 
which  must  of  necessity  fall  ujion  the  ])risoners  left  in  their  hands,  ami 
offered  to  deliver  them  ])aroled  to  onr  lines  provided  I  would  agree  to 
return  them  into  their  hands  should  no  agreement  lie  entered  into 
between  yourself  and  ^Major-Cieneial  Taylor  (document  -4).- 

As  1  \  iewed  this  to  hi^  binding  uiion  you  in  the  e\ent  of  any  different 
action  being  taken  by  the  I",  t?.  authorities  1  deelined  so  to  receive 
them,  thankinu  him  in  my  re]ily  (doenment  Ji  for  the  high  minded  and 
hunniue  siunt  in  which  1  feel  assured  the  offer  was  made.  I  notified 
-Major  Levy  that  should  lu)  cartel  foi'  the  excess  of  prisoners  be  made 
we  should  a\  ail  ourselves  of  the  stipulation  agreed  upon  to  send  the 
lU'isoners  clothing  and  other  necessaries  for  their  com  tort.     He  in  reply 

t  X..t  toiiiiil:  iTohulih   r.  tuMirtl  to  Miijnr  l,e\v.      s.m-  i'riiukl M.>liii.-ux,  HeL-.-m- 

ber  13,  II.  Tee. 
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very  haudsomeiy  ottered  to  allow  us  to  send  an  officer  (on  parole  of  honor) 
witii  the  clotbiiig-,  he  to  see  to  its  proper  distribution. 

The  enlisted  men  wlio  were  ruptured  while  acting  as  safeguards  on 
property  of  citizens  are  to  be  ddivered  back  to  us  with  their  arms, 
equipments,  &c.,  without  coiidifioa  of  exchange,  and  orders  have  been 
issued  by  Majordeneral  Taylor  against  any  capture  in  future  of  like 
safeguards. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  negotiations  have  been  carried  on  with  the 
best  of  feeling,  and  that  tlie  greatest  liberality  and  straightforward 
candor  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  have  met  me 
in  behalf  of  Maj.  (ieu.  R.  Taylor,  G.  S.  Army. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWARD  L.  MOLIXEL'X, 
Col.aiulActij.  AsHt.  Insy.  Gfii.,  Coinr.for  Exchitiuje  uf  Prisoners 

III  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen'.  \V.  B.  Franklin,  I'.  S.  Armij. 


FLACr  ()F  Tki-ce,    BorTTE'8   PlA>'TATION, 

year  Xetc    flirrin.  La.,  Deeember  IJ,  1^(13. 
.Maj.  W.  M.  Lew, 

Comniissiont  r,  ((■(■.,  to  Maj.  den.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Arnuj : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  yon  to  sta'e  wliether  Mr.  (nitchell, 
a  correspondent  for  the  Xew  York    llerakl  and  a  non-combatant,  is 
detained  by  you  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  and  if  not,  whether  he  will  be 
released  by  the  CNjnfederate  authorities. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  MULIXEUX, 
Colonel  and  Commissioner  for  Eix'hawje 
In  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army. 


'Fi.Kii  OF  Truce,  Boutte's  Plantation, 

Near  Xen-  Iberia,  Deeember  l.i',  1S63. 
Col.  E.  L.  MoLiNEUX, 

Commissioner  for  .}[ajor-Gener(il  Franklin,  C  S.Anny: 
Colonel:  In  re[>ly  to  your  communication  of  this  date  asking  me 
to  inform  you  whether  .Mr.  William  M.  Gatciiell,  correspondent  of  tlie 
New  York  Herald  and  a  non-combatant,  who  was  captured  by  our 
forces  some  time  ago,  is  detained  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and,  if  not  held 
as  such,  whether  he  will  be  released  by  Maj.  Cen.  R.  Taylor,  com- 
manding (.'.  S.  forces,  Western  Louisiana,  I  have  to  state  that  the  citi- 
zens in  the  hands  of  Major-* lencral  Taylor,  captured  with  your  other 
prisoners,  are  not  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  are  held  because  your 
Go\'ernineut  through  its  officers  in  this  district  have  arrested  citizens, 
non-combatants,  and  hold  tliem  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Among  other  instances  is  the  case  of  Mr.  John  (>.  Pratt,  a  citizen  of 
Saint  Landiy  Parish,  in  this  State,  wholly  disconnected  witli  the  mili- 
tary service.     I  mention  this  as  a  case  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  tratcheli. 
Major-Ceneral  Taylor  is.  1  assure  yon,  anxious  that  on   l)oth  sides 
this  practice  shouhl  he  discontinued. 

1  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  .AL  LI']VY, 
Maj.  and  Coininissiomr  in  brlmlf  if  Maj.  Gin.  li.  Taylor,  C.  »!>'.  Army. 
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[laclosure  No.  3.] 

BouTTE's  Plantation, 

Xear  Xeic   lln-ria,  Dtxtmbtr  12,  1863. 
Col.  E.  L.  MdLiNEUX,  U.  S.  Army. 

Conimiii.sion(  >■  /or   l-'.rrhanije  : 

CoLONKL:  Having  beeu  cliitlifd  with  authority  b.y  Major-deueral 
Taylor,  coiniiiaiKliii,!>'  C.  S.  forci's  in  Wrsteru  Louisiana,  to  ett'ect  with 
you  arraum'iiients  for  the  excLanyt-ot  all  prisoners  now  in  hands  of  the 
U.  S.  and  ('.  S.  authorities,  respectively,  captured  in  this  military  dis- 
trict, and  where  there  miijht  be  an  excess  on  eitlier  side  to  ayree  upon 
terms  whereby  the  excess  miglit  be  [laroled  and  delivered  to  their 
friends;  and  having'  been  informed  by  you  that  \'ou  have  no  authority 
to  enter  inro  any  au'teemcut  cmbraciui;'  other  prisoners  than  those  cap- 
tured b.N'the  forces  of  Major-<  ieneral  Franklin,  and  now  in  his  posses- 
sion, I  submit  in  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  i;.  Taylor,  (J.  S.  Army  (coniniantl- 
iuy  as  aforesaid],  the  following  propositions  for  the  cousiderati<in  and 
action  of  MaJ.  Cren.  W.  1!.  Franliliii,  U.  8.  Army  (cominandiug  asatbre- 
said),  and  such  otiier  authority  whose  approwil  may  be  necessarv  to 
enable  the  iiro|iositions  to  1)6  agreed  to  in  behalf  of  the  I'.  S.  authorities: 

.Major-(  b-nei  al  Taylor  will  parole  and  deli\cr  at  the  outpost  of  tlieir 
friends  whicli  uuiy  be  nearest  to  that  of  rlie  tbrces  of  Major-General 
Taylor  the  excess  of  prisoners  imw  in  his  liands,  who  ha\e  been  cap- 
tured from  the  U.  S.  forces  in  ^Vcstern  Louisiana  commanded  by  Major- 
General  Franklin,  the  paroles  of  the  prisoners  thus  deli\ered  to  be 
recognized  by  the  proper  U.  S.  authorities,  or  in  the  event  of  their  not 
being  thus  recognized  such  prisoners  to  be  returned  to  Major-General 
Taylor,  commanding  G.  S.  forces  iu  Western  Louisiana. 

The  jirisouers  belonging  to  the  (,'.  S.  forces  commanded  by  ;NLiJ(jr- 
General  Taylor  who  have  been  captured  from  time  to  time  in  Western 
Louisiana  at  Fort  Butler  or  elsewhere,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
L^.  S.  authorities,  to  be  deli\ered  to  Major-General  Taylor  at  his  outpost 
which  may  be  nearest  to  that  of  the  U.  S.  forces  iu  Western  Louisiana. 

Major-tieneral  Taylor  will  also  exchange  for  prisoners  cai)tured  from 
time  to  time  from  his  command  all  other  prisoners  in  his  hands  who 
have  been  trom  time  to  time  captured  from  the  ('.  S.  forces  in  V\"esteru 
Louisiana  upon  the  terms  this  (la\'  agreed  upon  for  the  exchange  of 
]n-isoners  between  Col.  E.  L.  Molineux  and  myself,  commissioners,  and 
if  the  excess  shall  be  paroled  and  delixered  on  the  terms  ami  with  the 
understanding  herembetore  mentioned. 

The  approval  of  the  (•ommanding  oflicer  of  the  department  to  be  given 
to  the  agreement  if  entered  into  by  Ma|or-(ieneial  Franklin,  or  such 
other  officer  as  may  be  aiitliori/eil  to  make  the  arrangement  and  agree- 
ments; and  it  shall  i)e  distinctly  avowed  and  understood  that  such 
prisoners  received  li>  either  party  under  the  lernrs  of  this  cartel  to  be 
entered  into  shall  not  In.'  released  tiom  their  paiole  until  regularly 
exchangetl,  and  shonid  tiie  Goveniinent  of  either  [larty  r(;t'useto  recog- 
nize such  paroles  then  the  [irisoners  win  may  ha\e  beeu  thus  delivered 
shall  be  returned  to  their  captors. 

This  agreement  is  not  to  Ije  elfected  by  the  action  or  by  any  cartel 
agreed  upon  by  the  two  Governments,  whetlier  general  or  special,  but 
if  either  Government  should  direct  the  ili.scontiuuance  of  exchange  or 
delivery  of  prisoners  as  herein  proposed,  due  notice  thereof  shall  be 
given  by  the  parties  res|]ectively.  as  the  orders  discontinuing  the  car- 
tel herein  |iroposed  may  jjroceed  from  one  or  the, other  <b.)\eninient. 
Any  excess  of  prisoners  released  on  parole  by  either  party  under  the 
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provisions  of  the  cartel  herein  proposed  not  to  be  included  in  an 
exchange  under  a  general  cartel  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  two  Gov- 
ernmeuts  until  formal  notice  has  been  given  to  the  other  party  by  the 
party  wishing  to  include  them  in  such  getieral  exchange. 

Before  any  discontinuance  of  the  cartel  herein  proposed  notification 
of  such  intention  sliall  be  given  to  the  other  party  and  officers  and  men 
captured  prior  to  such  notification  and  those  captured  within  ten  days 
thereafter  will  be  subject  to  the  pnnisums  ot  the  cartel  proposed 
herein. 

This  term  of  ten  days  being  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  party  to 
whom  the  notice  of  cessation  of  exchange  and  delivery  as  above-men- 
tioned is  sent  ample  time  to  recei\  e  it  and  adopt  measures  suitable  to 
the  new  condition  of  things  which  wculd  arise. 

The  cartel  which  may  be  adopted  on  the  basis  which  I  have  proposed 
to  be  construed  on  all  occasions  according  to  its  spirit,  and  the  proposi- 
tions herein  made  are  dictated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  mitigate  as  far  as 
possible  the  sufferings  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  scrxant. 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 

Maj.diid  Cotiiinissiiiitt'r  in  lnhdl/d/  Mnj.  (h  n.  /,'.  Taylor.  (.'.  S.  Armi/. 

:il,.l.>-u,vNo.  5.] 

Flag  of  Truce, 
Xear  A'c/r  Ibcyin,  Lti..  Dtvember  13,  l^tJS. 
MaJ.  W.  M.  Levy, 

Contmisisiunf'r,  dr.,  in  I)elial/  ol'  Maj.  den.  h'.  Tai/lnr.  C.  S.  Annt/ : 
Major:   I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  date  offering  to  deliver  into  .Major-(;eneral  Franklin's  hands  un 
parole  the  excess  of  prisoners  captiireil  from  his  command  under  certain 
conditions. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  state  that  \\  hile  1  fully  appreciate  j'our  huniaue 
desire  to  alleviate  the  sutl'erings  \\  liich  must  of  necessity  attend  the 
prisoners  in  your  hands  yet  I  cannot  accept  your  proposal  until  further 
instructions  have  been  received  from  MaJ.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  command- 
ing Department  of  the  (nilf. 

As  soon  as  he  is  heard  from  on  the  subject  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  informing  you  in  behalf  of  ALij.  ( Jen.  W.  B.  Franklin  through  a  flag  of 
truce. 

[  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

KDWARD  L.  MOLINEUX, 
Colonel  mid   Cmnniisxiomr  for   K.vchitiifje  of  Prisoners 

In  behalf  of  Mnj.  <hn.  IF.  B.  Frunklin,  U.  iS,  Ann;/. 


TTeadi.'UArtkk.s  F.  s.  1'(ik(  ks  in  Western  I.orrsiANA, 

Xrir    Ibrnii.  Deci'iiiber  !■■;,  l-^hS. 
Col.  i-:.  L.  MuLiNiU"x. 

Act  i  III/   [  nxiii'dcr-di'iuriil .   I 'dih  inissioncr  fir   I\.rch(in(je : 
Colonel:   I  have  received  yuiir  note  of  this  morning  and  the  two 
from  .Major  Levy,  which  latter  I  return  to  you. 

I  think  it  safe  to  continni'  the  arrangement  for  paroling  the  excess  of 
prisoners  who  cannot  be  excliaiii:ed  by  getting  them  forward  toward 
our  lines,  if  suth  a  movement  Iws  t)eeii  commenced.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned I  shall  consent  to  any  ai  iaiiL:enient  that  will  bring  the  jirisoners 
into  our  possession,  and  which  will  nut  at  the  sa;ne  time  conriict  with 
the  orders  of  the  War  Deimi  i  nicni  on  the  suliject. 
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I  do  not  think,  however,  that  an  arrangement  can  he  made  by  which, 
in  spite  of  any  orders  from  oar  Governments,  these  prisoners  can  be 
placed  upon  a  diflerent  tooting  from  those  taken  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  leaving  their  disposition  merely  to  General  Taylor  and  myself. 
General  Taylor  or  myself  might  be  sent  to  some  other  army,  and  I  think 
that  neither  of  us  can  enter  into  an  agreement  which  would  bind  a  suc- 
cessor, provided  any  action  of  our  respective  Governments  might  force 
that  successor  to  act  somewhat  iu  opposition  to  his  Government  while 
carrying  out  our  agreement.  I  telegraph  to  headquarters  on  the  sub- 
ject to-day,  and  in  the  meantime  write  you  this  to  acquaint  you  gen- 
erally with  my  own  views,  iudet)endent  of  any  higher  authority. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  B.  PKAXKLIN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  1).  G.,  Decnnber  11,  1863. 
Hon.  I*L  .M.  Stanton,  Secretanj  of  War,  Waskinyton.  D.  C. : 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  lltli  instant,  requiring  explanations  in  relaticjii  to  the  trade 
with  sutlers  by  prisoners  of  war  at  camps  in  the  West  and  Northwest, 
the  want  of  discipline  of  Federal  prisoners  on  parole  at  Camp  Chase, 
and  the  waste  of  food  and  fuel  in  consequence  of  defective  cooking 
arrangements  at  all  these  places,  and  I  would  respectfully  submit  the 
following: 

When  the  prison  camps  in  the  West  wers  tirst  occupied  in  the  winter 
of  IStil  and  1^62  there  were  sutlers  at  each  of  them,  ami  iu  18(J2  a  sutler 
was  appointed  for  the  depot  at  Johnson's  Islanil  by  the  then  Secretary 
of  War.  In  June  an  order  was  published  by  the  War  Department 
placing  the  control  of  prisoners  of  war  in  my  hands,  and  1  immediately, 
among  other  regulations,  placed  the  trade  by  sutlers  with  prisoners 
under  the  control  of  the  commanding  otiicer,  who  was  to  restrict  them 
to  such  articles  as  it  was  proper  for  them  to  have.  None  of  the  articles 
which  the  Army  Regulations  permitted  a  sutler  to  keep  were  at  that  time 
prohibited  to  prisoners,  exi'e[)t  arms  and  an  excess  of  clothing.  No 
I)urchases  could  be  made  except  by  an  order  on  the  commanding  officer, 
wlio  himself  paid  for  the  article  purchased  out  of  the  prisoners'  money 
on  deposit  in  liis  hands,  so  that  he  was  always  informed  of  the  sales 
made.  "Schnapps"  is  among  the  articles  prohibited  by  the  Army 
Ifegulations,  and  if  they  were  sold  by  the  sutler  at  Camp  (Jhase  he 
should  be  dismissed  from  his  place,  and  if  the  sale  was  a[)proved  by 
the  cc>mmanding  ofBcer  he  should  be  dismissed  from  the  service.  I 
have  had  no  ofdcer  at  my  disposal  for  months  past  whom  I  could  send 
out  to  make  an  inspe<'tion  of  these  c^'.nips,  and  my  duties  in  my  office 
have  not  permitted  me  to  go  myself.  I  have  tlierefore  not  had  it  in  my 
power  to  ascertain  by  ))ersi)nal  observation  what  irregularities  were 
occurring.  I  had  ordered  Captain  Lazelle  on  such  a  tour  of  inspection 
just  as  he  was  relieved  from  duty  in  my  office  in  September,  ami  it  is 
only  within  a  few  days  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  the  detail  of 
an  officer  to  fill  his  place. 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  I  have  recently  prohibited  all  trade  by 
prisoners  with  sutlers  or  other  persons,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  I  think 
it  proper  to  mention  in  this  counection  that  1  have  received  from  sev 
eral  commanders  ini|uiries  to  know  whether  this  order  is  to  l)e  under 
stood  to  prohibit  the  piurhasc  of  tolmcco.  jupcs,  letter  paper,  and  post 
age  stamps,  ;ind  1  respecrfully  ask  your  instructions  on  this  subject. 
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To  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  using  tobacco  it  is  a  great  punishment 
to  be  deprived  of  it,  and  the  deprivation  would  be  a  greater  inducement 
to  endeavor  to  escape  than  anyother  course  which  is  likely  to  influence 
tliem.  If  they  are  not  permitted  to  purchase  it  I  would  recommend 
that  it  be  i)urchased  for  ( hem  out  of  the  prison  fund. 

Camp  Chase  is  too  remote  from  this  city  for  me  to  give  the  discipline 
of  the  paroled  troops  there  my  personal  supervision,  and  it  is  very  pos- 
sible that  there  has  been  a  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  camp  is  under  the  immediate  command  of  Col. 
William  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  makes  a 
part  of  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mason,  whose  headquarters 
are  at  Columbus,  and  they  are  the  officers  who  are  responsible  for  the 
good  order  and  discipline  of  all  troops  at  the  camp.  General  Mason 
furnishes  to  my  office  tri-monthly  reports  of  all  arrivals  and  departures 
of  paroled  officers  and  men,  but  he  makes  no  reports  of  the  condition 
of  the  troops  at  the  camp,  and  I  have,  therefore,  had  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining whether  a  satisfactory  state  of  discipline  is  kept  up  or  not. 

The  arrangements  which  I  had  ordered  for  cooking  were  made  with 
a  view  to  economy  in  expense,  labor,  and  fuel,  and  for  greater  conven- 
iences. I  found  at  all  the  camps  camp-kettles,  skillets,  and  frying- 
pans  in  general  use,  which  wasted  the  rations,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  numerous  tires  used  required  an  extravagant  quantity  of  fuel.  At 
one  camp  the  fuel  cost  810,000  a  mouth.  To  remedy  this  great  evil  I 
ordered  the  purchase  of  "  Farmer's  boilers,"  which  hold  from  thirty  to 
sixty  gallons  and  require  but  a  small  quantity  of  wood.  They  were  put 
in  use  at  Johnson's  Island  for  the  guard  and  prisoners  and  were  pur- 
chased by  other  camps,  but  owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  commanders, 
and,  as  1  am  induced  to  believe,  the  influence  of  contractors,  these  boil- 
ers were  only  put  in  partial  use  or  not  at  all,  and  the  prisoners  having 
been  about  that  time  sent  forward  for  exchange,  the  failure  in  this 
matter  did  not  come  to  my  notice. 

Recently  I  have  repeated  the  orders  on  this  subject  and  have  insisted 
that  they  shall  be  carried  out,  but  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  these 
boilers  some  time  must  elapse  before  they  can  be  procured.  They  have 
been  supplied  for  the  depot  at  Hock  Island.  As  another  means  of  saving 
fnel  I  ordered  the  purchase  of  a  portable  circular  saw  out  of  the  prison 
fund  for  the  cutting  of  wood,  by  which  the  great  waste  by  chopping  with 
an  ax  was  avoided,  and  at  Camp  Douglas,  where  so  much  was  paid  for 
fuel,  a  large  reduction  was  made. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  great  waste  of  provisions  at  any  of  these 
camps  because  I  have  adopted  a  scale  for  the  issue  of  rations  based  on 
what  was  found  to  be,  on  trial,  a  sufficient  allowance,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  this  and  the  allowance  by  regulations,  a  large  percentage, 
is  the  "savings"  which,  sold  to  the  commissary,  makes  the  prisoners' 
fund,  which  varies  from  83,000  to  $20,000  at  the  several  camps.  There 
may  be  an  appearance  of  waste  at  times  growing  out  of  the  purch;ise 
of  articles  from  the  sutler,  or  the  use  of  vegetables  which  would  make 
a  surplus  of  some  ])art  of  the  ration  which  cannot  be  saved.  When  the 
provisions  are  divided  into  small  parcels  and  cooked  in  small  messes, 
which,  I  presume,  is  the  case  reported,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  create 
a  deticiency  of  the  ration  than  any  surplus  to  waste. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  CommissartGenebal  of  Prisoners 

Washington,  B.  C,  December  14,  1863. 
Brig.  (ien.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  relating  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  smallpox  hospital  on  the  New  Jersey  shore,  is  received.  My 
letter  of  the  30th  instant  [ultimoj  was  intended  as  an  order  for  the 
election  of  a  hospital,  but  the  reasons  you  urge  for  delaying  the  work 
aie  of  a  character  to  make  it  proper  to  reconsider  the  matter.  That  you 
may  understand  what  led  to  the  issuing  of  the  order  I  inclose  herewith 
a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  sick  at  Fort  Delaware  made  by  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Silliman  to  the  medical  director  at  Baltimore.  This  report 
IS  dated  on  the  otli  of  November,  and  puts  a  very  ditfeient  face  upon 
the  matter  from  his  report  of  the  (itii,  one  day  later,  which  was  for- 
warded by  you  on  the  7th  of  November.  I  was  much  embarrassed  by 
tiie  contradictory  character  of  the  reports,  but  as  there  seemed  to  be  no 
doubt  that  -iOO  men  had  died  in  Se|.tember  and  330  m  October,  there 
could  be  no  hesitation  as  to  the  propriety  of  establishin-;-  a  detached 
hospital,  as  was  recommended  by  the  medical  director  and  the  Surgeon- 
(ieneral.  Surgeon  Clark,  who  made  an  inspection  of  the  hospital  at 
that  time,  concurred  in  I  his  recommendation,  though  the  tigures  which 
he  obtained  differed  very  much  from  those  given  in  Surgeon  Snckley's 
indorsement.  Please  report  fully  on  the  whole  matter,  and  I  will  again 
call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  it.  Oblige  me  by  return- 
ing the  inclosed  commLiuication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFiMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[IndosMre] 

Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  Xonnnher  r,,  iSfio'. 
Surg.  George  Suckley,  IJ.  S.  V^olunteers, 

Acting  Medical  Director,  Middle  Department : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  monthlv  report  of 
sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post  during  the  month  of 
October.  I  also  inclose  a  list  of  deaths  which  have  occurred.*  An 
epidemic  of  variola  has  been  prevailing  at  this  post,  chiefly  among 
■prisoners.  I  have  emi)loyed  as  agen's  to  check  its  ])rogress,  cleanliness, 
as  far  as  practicable,  disinfectants  (/.  c.  chloride  of  lime,  and  the  Itidge 
wood  disinfecting  powder),  exercise  in  the  oiien  air,  and  vaccination. 
The  violence  of  the  disease  has  rvidcutly  abated  but  I  am  still  admit- 
ting one  or  two  new  cases  daily.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
snrticient  grounds  be  procured  on  the  New  Jersey  shore  of  the  bay 
opposite  the  fort  for  the  erection  of  a  number  of  hospital  tents,  whither 
these  cases  might  be  transixirted  and  there  treated  without  ondani;er- 
ing  the  lives  of  those  who  remained.  The  contagious  hospital  which  I 
now  have  in  use  is  entirely  too  small  for  the  purpose,  and  in  addition  is 
in  close  connection  with  the  main  building. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  SILLIMAN, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army,  Post  Surgeon. 

'List  oaiitted  shows  376  soldiers  aDil  1  citizen. 
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_  ■-  [First  indorsement.] 

Medical  Dieector's  Office, 

Baltimore,  November  10,  18H3. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners. 

As  over  300  deaths  occurred  among  the  prisoners  in  the  month  of 
September  and  377  during  the  month  of  October,  making  a  total  of 
over  10  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  prisoners  at  the  fort,  it  is  especially 
urged  on  the  ground  of  humanity  that  the  suggestion  of  Doctor  Silli- 
man  be  acted  upon  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  that  sufficient 
accommodations  be  furnished  for  those  patients  with  contagious  dis- 
eases at  a  remote  point  from  the  fort. 

GEO.  SUCKLEY, 
Surgeon,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  and  Acting  Medical  Director. 

[Second  indorsemeot. ) 

Office  Coiimissaky-General  of  Prisoners. 

Xovemher  12.  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  J.  K.  liarnes,  acting  surgeon-general, 
lor  his  views. 

W.  HOFFMA:^r, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  Noi-ember  13,  1863. 
The  erection  of  hospital  tents  ou  opposite  shore  is  approved  ami 
respectfully  recommended. 

JOS.  K.  BARNES, 

Acting  Surgeon- General. 

[Fonrth  indorsement.] 

Office  Coimmissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Xovember  SO,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  authority  be  given  to  rent  a  piece  of  ground  on  the  New  Jer- 
sey side  on  which  to  establish  a  smallpox  hospital  and  that  a  small- 
pox hospital  capable  of  receiving  100  patients  be  erected,  to  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  prison  fund. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Fifth  iudorsement.  ] 

November  30,  1863. 
The  erection  of  a  smallpox  hospital  is  authorized,  and  if  the  ground 
cannot  be  rented  on  reasonable  terms  its  seizure  and  occupation  is 
directed. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  Ajierica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder: 

General:  You  will  dispose  of  prisoners  named  below,  embraced  in 
Report,  No.  146.  of  Maj.  I.  H.  Carrington,  indicated,  viz:  Joseph  A. 
Marni,  William  Temuuit,  John  E.  Tciinant;  send  to  conscript  camp. 
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Ton  will  also  deliver  to  Robert  Ould,  esq.,  commissioner  for  exchange, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  United  States  by  the  tirst  Hag  of  truce  boat, 
Amos  Bares,  a  free  negro  from  Pennsylvania,  whose  release  is  applied 
for  by  the  Rev.  T.  V.  Moore,  of  this  city,  upon  grounds  which  appear 
to  the  Department  sufficient  to  justify  an  exceptional  policy  with  regard 
to  him. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Decanljer  15,  1S>>3. 
Hon.  OctDen  Hoffman, 

U.  S.  District  Juilf/e,  San  Francisco,  Cal. : 
The  oatli  in  the  proclamation  of  December  8  is  intended  for  those  who 
may  voluntarily  take  it,  and  not  for  those  who  may  be  ronstrained  to 
take  it  in  order  to  esciipe  actual  imprisonment  or  puiiLslimcnr.  It  is 
intended  that  the  latter  class  shall  abide  the  granting  or  withholding 
of  the  pardoning  power  in  the  ordinary  way. 

A.   LINCULN. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmonil,  \'a.,  December  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchamje: 

Sir:  The  Confederate  (lovernment  has  received  nuthentic  informa- 
tion that  Acting  Master  .John  Y.  Beali  and  Edward  McGuire,  of  the 
Confederate  Navy,  and  fifteen  regularly  enlisted  seamen  of  the  same 
service,  are  now  closely  confined  in  irons  at  Fort  McHenry,  awaiting 
trial  as  pirates.  They  were  recently  captured  in  Virginia.  They  were 
engaged  in  open  warfare  and  are  entitled  in  every  respect  to  the  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  of  war. 

With  whatever  regret  retaliatory  measures  may  be  adopted,  the 
course  of  your  authorities  leaves  no  other  alternative.  In  the  hope, 
therefore,  of  inducing  your  Government  to  accord  to  these  [larties  the 
treatment  due  to  prisoners  of  war,  I  inform  you  that  Lieut.  Commander 
Edward  P.  Williams  and  Ensign  Benjamin  H.  Porter  and  tifteen  sea- 
men, all  of  the  r.  S.  Navy  and  prisoners  in  our  bands,  have  been 
placed  in  close  continenient  in  irons  and  held  as  hostages  for  their 
proper  treatment. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R().  Ol'LD. 
Afient  ()/■■  tj.ichange. 


Office  CoMMissARY(iENERAL  of  Prisoners. 

Wasltinijfon,  />.  C.  December  15,  l'^(>3. 
F.  N.  Knapp,  Esq.. 

Associate  Scrrrtary  Sanitary   Commission, 

:.'ii  >  Street,   Wiishinf/ton.  D.  C: 
Sir:  Believing  that  there  were  some  inaccuracies  in  the  report  nf 
the  condition  of  the  prisoneis  of  war  at  Point  Lookout,  made  by  an 
inspector  of  the  Sanitary  Commissioii,  of  which  you  had  the  kindness 
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to  furuish  me  a  copy,  I  referred  it  to  the  commanding  officer,  Brig, 
Gen.  G.  Marston,  and  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  lierewith  a  copy  of  hia 
reply.*  .      _ 

Your  inspector  has  strangely  been  led  into  many  errors  in  his  report, 
and  their  publication  cannot  but  do  much  harm  to  our  cause  by  excit- 
ing the  friendly  sympathies  of  the  people  for  those  who  seem  to  be 
treated  with  unnecessary  harshness  and  neglect,  and  by  giving  the 
rebel  authorities  an  api)areiit  excuse  for  the  cruel  treatment  which  they 
have  heaped  upon  those  of  our  people  who  have  been  so  unfortunate 
as  to  fall  into  their  hands. 

Verv  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  13,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor: 
Colonel:  Capt.  R.  H.  Tyler,  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  a  prisoner 
of  war  at  the  Old  Capitol,  in  this  city,  has  been  ordered  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  of  the  rebel  army,  now  in  your 
charge,  and  Captain  Tyler  are  to  be  held  as  hostages  for  Captains 
Flinn  and  Sawyer,  of  the  Federal  Army,  now  in  confinement  in  Rich- 
mond, but  until  further  orders  they  will  be  treated  as  other  prisoners 
of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


WASHiNaTON,  D.  C,  December  15,  1863. 
Brii;-.  Gen.  A.  ScnoEPF,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

Prisoners  of  war  will  be  permitted  to  purchase  of  the  sutler  tobacco, 
pipes,  letter  paper,  and  postage  stamps.     Is  the  smallpox  abating? 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xew  Iberia,  La.,  December  15,  1S63. 
Maj.  \\.  M.  Levy, 

Vdmnisxiduer  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners 

in  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  G.  S.  Army  : 
3IA.T0R:  In  my  reply  to  your  communication  of  12th  instant,  respect- 
ing tlie  paroling  of  the  excess  of  prisoners  in  hands  of  Maj.  Gen.  R. 
Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  I  liad  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  as  soon  as  a 
dehnite  answer  had  been  received  from  INIaj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks  I  would 
immediately  inform  you. 

I  have   tlie  pleasure,  herewith  inclosed,  to  send  you  copies  of  the 
telegraphic  correspondence  between  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin  and 

*  See  p.  644. 
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Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks  on  the  subject,  and  as  the  reply  from  headquar- 
ters of  the  department  is  favorable  I  would  susjie^t  that  all  the  excess 
of  paroled  men  now  in  your  possession  be  moved  toward  some  favorable 
point  for  delivery. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  Maj.  Gen.  N.  f".  Banks  has 
appointed  a  commissioner  on  his  part  to  agree  upon  a  cartel  and  agree- 
ment for  paroling  of  the  balance  of  all  prisoners  in  hands  of  Maj.  Gen. 
H.  Taylor.  Will  yon  please  appoint  the  time  and  place  at  which  you 
will  meet  the  said  commissioner  and  notify  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin 
two  or  three  days  in  advance. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  MOLIXEUX, 
Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners  on  In-hnlf  of 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  'S.  Armif. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  state  whether  it  is  agreeable  to  you  to 
exchange  Mr.  U.  F.  Fcnner,  civil  clerk  in  commissary  department,  for 
Mr.  Stockton,  assistant  engineer  steamboat  Webb,  taken  when  not  in 
commission.  I  shall  bringMr.  Stockton  up  at  the  exchange,  hoping  to 
have  a  favorable  answer. 

lInel..M,r..  Xn.  l.| 

New  IisERiA.  December  i V,  lsi:s. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  P.  Stone, 

Chief  of  Staff,  New  Orleans,  La.  : 

The  exchange  of  prisoners,  oflicer  for  officer  and  man  for  man,  is 
progressing.  (General  Taylor  offers  to  place  the  excess  of  prisoners  in 
his  hands  in  our  possession  on  these  terms,  viz: 

I.  Their  paroles  to  be  recognized  by  the  U.  S.  authorities,  and  if 
they  are  not  so  recognized  the  prisoners  to  be  returned  to  General 
Taylor. 

1'.  All  prisoners  from  the  forces  under  General  Taylor's  command  to 
be  exchanged  for  these  paroled  prisoners,  including  those  taken  at 
Fort  Bntler  or  elsewhere. 

3.  The  agreement  thus  entered  into  is  not  to  be  affected  by  the  action 
of  the  Government  of  either  party;  but  if  any  general  exchange  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  two  Governments,  the  excess  of  prisoners  is  not  to 
be  included  in  that  agreement  until  formal  notice  has  been  given  to 
one  party  by  the  other  to  include  them  in  that  exchange.  Also,  ten 
(lays'  notice  must  he  given  of  the  cessation  of  exchange  before  any 
change  in  the  cartel  shall  go  into  effect. 

General  Taylor  wishes  an  acceptance  of  these  terms  by  the  depart- 
ment commander. 

W.  B.   FRAXKLIN, 
Major- (l(iieral,   Coiniiiandini/. 

[Tnclosiirt-  Xo.  J.] 

Department  of  the  Gulp, 
Xrw   Orleans,  Decetnlier   71,  ;,W.9. 
Major-General  FRANKnr;, 

Comdfj.  Troops  in    Western    Louisiana.  Xeir  Iberia: 
The  major-general  commanding  department  will  approve  the  accept- 
ance by  you  of  the  terms  proposed  by  General  Taylor,  as  by  your 
dispatch  of  yesterday,  just  received. 

C.  P.  STONE, 
Br iijidiier- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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General  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  397.  (  Washinr/ton,  December  16, 1863. 

I.  Before  a  military  commission,  wliich  convened  at  Fort  McHenry, 
M(l.,  Octoberii,  18(53,  pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  78,  dated  head- 
quarters Second  Separate  Brigade,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Defenses  of 
Baltimore,  Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  October  12,  1803,  and  of  which  Col.  P. 
A.  Porter,  Eighth  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  is  president,  were 
arraigned  and  tried  — 

1.  Daniel  Davis,  now  or  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  so-called  Confederate 
Army. 

Charge:  Recruiting  men  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  fi.  forces  for  the  so-called. 
Confederate  Army. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  Daniel  Davis,  now  or  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  so-called 
Confederate  Army,  on  or  about  the  18th  day  of  April,  1863,  was  arrested  within  the 
linesof  the  U.  S.  forces,  near  Clarksburg,  Harrison  County,  ^tate  of  Virginia,  engaged 
in  recruiting  men  for  the  said  so-called  Confederate  Army. 

To  which  charge  and  specification  the  accused,  Daniel  Davis,  now  or 
late  a  lieutenant  in  the  so-called  Confederate  Army,  pleaded  guilty. 


The  commission,  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced, 
finds  the  accused,  l)auiel  Davis,  now  or  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  so  called 
Confederate  Army,  as  follows: 

Of  the  specification,  guilty. 

Of  the  charge,  guilty. 

sentence. 

And  the  commission  does  therefore  sentence  him,  the  said  Daniel 
Davis,  ''to  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  Fort  Warren,  or  such  other 
prison  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct,  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
years." 

2.  Thomas  D.  Armesy,  now  or  late  a  major  in  tlie  so-called  Confed- 
erate Army. 

Charge:  Eecrnitiug  men  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  3.  forces  for  the  so-called 
Confederate  Army. 

Si>ecific((tiuit. — In  this,  that  the  said  Thomas  D,  Arraesy,  now  or  late  a  major  in  The 
so-called  Confederate  Army,  on  or  about  the  ISth  day  of  April.  A.  D.  1863,  was  arrested 
within  the  lines  of  the  L'.  S.  Army,  near  Clarksburg,  Harrison  County,  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, acting  under  authority  from  the  War  Department  of  so-called  Confederate 
States  of  America,  conferred  by  an  onler  of  said  Department  bearing  date  '■  War 
Department.  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  February  8, 
1863,''  empowering  him,  the  said  Armesy,  to  raise  a  battalion  of  volunteers  within 
our  lines  for  the  array  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  that  the 
said  Thomas  D.  Armesy  was  actually  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  said  arrest,  and 
before  that  date,  in  recruiting  men  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces  for  said 
battalion  of  volunteers  and  for  said  so-.alled  ('onfederate  Army. 

To  which  charge  and  specilicariou  the  accused,  Thomas  D.  Armesy, 
now  or  late  a  major  iu  the  so-called  Confederate  Army,  pleaded  •'  not 
guilty.'" 

FtNOIN(J. 

The  commission,  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced, 
finds  the  accused,  Thonuis  I).  Armesy,  now  or  late  a  major  in  the  so- 
called  Confederate  Army,  as  I'ollows: 

Of  the  s|)eciticatioii,  guilty. 

Of  the  charge,  guilty. 
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SENTENCE. 

And  the  commission  does  therefore  sentence  him,  tlie  said  Thomas 
D.  Armesy,  ■'  to  be  contined  at  bard  labor  at  Fort  Warren,  near  Bos- 
ton, or  such  other  prison  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct,  for  the 
term  of  tifteen  years." 

II.  The  proceed  in  ffs  of  the  military  commission  in  the  cases  of  Daniel 
Davis  and  Thomas  D.  Armesy  have  been  approved  by  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding-  and  forwariled  for  the  action  of  the  War  Deiiart- 
ment.  The  sentences  are  apj^roved,  and  the  prisoners  will  be  sent, 
under  proper  guard,  to  Fort  Warren  and  delivered  to  the  commanding 
ofticer. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWXSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Gtneral. 


War  Department,  Washimjton,  Dewmb/^r  16,  iS(i3. 
Major-General  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners : 
General:  You  will  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Monroe  and  take 
any  measures  that  may  be  practicable  for  the  release,  exchange,  or  reliet 
of  U.  S.  officers  and  soldiers  held  as  prisoners  by  the  rebels.  You  are 
authorized  and  directed  to  confer  with  Major  General  Butler  on  the  sub- 
ject and  may  authorize  him  as  special  agent,  commissioner,  or  otherwise, 
to  procure  their  release  or  exchange  upon  any  just  terms  not  ('ondicting 
with  principles  on  which  the  Department  has  heretofore  acted  in  refer- 
ence to  the  exchange  of  colored  troops  and  their  officers,  and  not  sur- 
rendering to  the  rebels  any  prisoners  without  just  equivalents.  You 
may,  if  you  deem  it  proper,  relieve  General  Meredith  and  direct  him  to 
report  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  orders. 
Y'ours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
Secretary  of  War. 

[December  1G,  186.3. — For  order  assigning  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme 
to  command  of  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  see  Series  I,  V'ol.  LII,  Part  I,  p.  oU-t.J 

Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xear  Sandusky,  Ohio,  December  liJ,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  On  the  2()th  day  of  November  Col.  Trusten  Polk  was 
removed  to  Sandusky.  In  the  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War  he 
stated  that  he  had  uo  otticial  intoriiiation  that  he  had  been  exchanged 
t(U'  Hon.  Lucien  Anderson.  <.'ol(inel  Polk  has  been  very  sick,  and  his 
daughter  has  been  taking  care  of  him  and  she  is  now  sick.  He  is 
desirous  of  being  moved  as  soon  as  he  is  well  enough  to  Saint  Louis,  so 
tliat  his  friends  can  take  care  of  him.  He  also  advises  me  that  liis 
liecuniary  resources  will  not  admit  liis  paying  his  bills  in  Ohio,  where 
lie  has  no  friends.  He  has,  therefore,  desired  me  to  ascertain  wlierlier 
tlie  limit  of  his  parole  must  be  continued  to  the  State  of  Ohio  or  whether 
he  can  go  to  Saint  Louis. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIEKSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel.   Ho  f man's  Battalion,  Commandiny. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  December  16,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  H.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  this  day  *  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  smallpox  is  not  only  decreasing  in  number,  but  also 
in  its  form.     Deaths  are  very  few.    The  sutler  has  been  authorized  to 
sell  to  prisoners  such  articles  as  you  designated. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Bricjadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fikst  Cavalry  Division, 

VeriniUonville,  December  16,  1863. 
Col.  E.  L.  MOLINEUX,  Inspector- General,  ifcc.  ; 

Colonel:  I  have  Just  received  the  inclosed  documentt  from  Saint 
Martinsville.  As  it  is  impossible  for  the  Coufederate  Army  to  protect 
those  of  our  citizens  who  aie  within  or  near  the  lines  of  the  Federal 
Army  I  submit  the  inclosed  through  you  to  the  commanding  general, 
trusting  his  sense  of  Justice  in  the  matter  ot  defenseless  non-combatants. 
When  the  tiring  took  place  on  Sunday  upon  the  citizens  of  the  town 
there  was  no  Confederate  soldier  in  tiie  place,  as  I  am  informed;  but 
the  tiring  was,  as  1  have  been  informed,  upon  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren promiscuously  as  they  were  returning  from  church,  and  one  very 
old  man  dangerously  wounded.  I  call  your  attention  to  this  matter  for 
the  reason  that  I  do  not  believe  such  barbarity  to  be  sanctioned  by  the 
orticers  of  the  Federal  Army. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Romulus  McBride,  a  citizen  of 
this  village.  I  believe  he  is  a  blacksmith.  This  man  never  has  belonged 
to  the  Confederate  Arm}^  He  was  conscripted  but  discharged  for  dis- 
ability. His  wife  is  distressed  to  a  degree  that  she  has  become  an 
invalid.     I  hope  you  will,  if  possible,  have  this  man  released. 

Major  Levy  desired  his  compliments  to  be  returned  to  you  for  the  use 
of  your  horse  in  his  ambulance  and  for  other  kindnesses  and  courtesies. 
The  horse  will  be  sent  back  with  the  prisoners. 

Accept,  my  dear  colonel,  for  yourself  personally,  the  very  best  wishes 
of  the  writer.  1  hope  the  fate  of  war  may  some  time  make  you  my  pris 
oner  so  that  I  will  be  able  to  show  you  how  I  appreciate  an  opponent  of 
your  qualities.  I  regret  I  have  nothing  to  send  you;  not  a  newspaper, 
nor  e\eu  -'Louisiana  lightning." 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  CtREEN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division. 

P.  S. — The  compliments  of  my  young  friend  and  statt'  officer,  Captain 
Wells.     He  will  meet  you  again  before  this  close  of  negotiations. 

Yours,  &c.,  "  '  T.  G. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

liichmimd,  December  16,  1863. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell,  A.v.vf.v^nnf  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:    In  compliance  witli  your  indorsement  on   the  accompanying 
paper|  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

1  think  it  is  very  clear  that  the  Government,  in  ordering  paroled 

'  December  15.  t  Not  luinul.  :  Sc-  I'olk  to  Cooper,  November  24,  p.  558. 
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men  into  a  paroled  carap  and  retaining  them  there  until  they  are 
exchanged,  does  nothing  in  any  way  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
the  cartel  or  the  obligations  of  a  military  parole.  Therefore  it  has 
l)een  the  constant  practice  on  both  sides,  immediately  upon  the  deliv- 
ery of  paroled  men,  to  put  them  into  a  paroled  camp.  The  Federals 
have  had  as  many  as  10,000  men  at  one  time  in  tiieir  paroled  camp  at 
Annapolis.  These  men  were  delivered  to  the  Federal  authorities  at 
Varina  and  City  Point,  and  thence  carried  to  Annapolis  and  there 
kept  until  exchanged.  Our  authorities  never  at  any  time  entertained 
the  idea  that  such  a  course  was  any  violation  of  either  cartel  or  parole. 
Upon  the  delivery  of  our  paroled  men  at  Varina  or  City  Point  they 
were  immediately  transferred  thence  to  a  paroled  camp,  either  at 
Petersburg  or  Richmond.  I  think  it  equally  clear  that  it  is  no  viola- 
tion of  the  cartel  or  parole  to  require  the  paroled  men  to  guard  their  own 
stores  and  camp,  or  to  do  i)olice  duty  generally  in  such  camps.  In  no 
just  sense  can  they  be  said  to  be  taking  up  arms  again  or  serving  as 
military  police.  The  language  of  the  cartel  is:  ''Serving  as  military 
police  or  constai)ulary  force  in  any  fort,  garrison,  or  tield-work  held  by 
either  of  the  respective  parties."  A  paroled  camp  is  in  neither  cate- 
gory. The  other  phrase.  "Nor  as  guards  of  prisons,  depots,  or  stores,"' 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  view  here  taken.  A  paroled  caiii[)  is  not  a 
prison,  and  the  depot  and  stores  referred  to  are  those  which  supply 
troops  actually  in  the  tield.  Accordingly,  I  am  ([uite  confident  that  the 
practice  on  both  sides  from,  the  beginning  has  been  to  employ  the 
paroled  prisoners  themselves  as  the  guard  and  police  force  of  their 
camps. 

Kes|jectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchumje. 

P.  S. — I  would  add  further  that  there  was  gross  mismanagement  and 
negligence  in  the  matter  of  the  lists  of  the  prisoners  paroled  at  Vicks- 
burg.  After  strenuous  eftbrts  I  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  partial 
and  very  imperfect  lists  of  some  of  the  commands.  These  are  on  tile  in 
my  oftice.  I  can  have  them  copied  if  you  wish  it.  i  very  much  dmibt 
whether  the  enemy  woulu  furnish  a  copy  of  their  rolls,  and  somewhat 
question  the  propriety  of  making  such  a  request,  in  consequence  of  our 
quarrel  about  the  exchange  of  the  Vicksbuig  prisoners. 
Eespectfullv, 

HO.  orLD, 

Aijtitt  of  Ejcludiije. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

F<'rt   Monroi,  Ih'vember  17,  186:1. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Commandinf/,  ttc.  Fort  Monroe: 

(tENERAL:  You  are  instructed  to  take  charge  of  the  matter  of  the 
exchange  of  iirisimers  at  City  Point,  and  the  prisoners  at  Point  Look- 
mit.  Fort  McHenry,  and  at  Fort  Norfolk  are  [)ut  under  your  charge  for 
that  purpose,  and  such  others  will  be  sent  to  you  from  time  to  time,  upon 
notification  to  the  Department,  as  maybe  thought  advisable.  You  are 
herein  instructed  not  to  make  any  exchange  which  shall  not  return  to 
you  man  for  man,  officer  for  officer,  of  equal  rank  with  those  paroled 
.iiid  sent  fi>rward  by  yourself,  regarding,  of  course,  from  motives  of 
humanity,  in  the  earlier  exchange  those  officers  and  men  on  either  side 
who  have  been  the  longest  confined.     Colored  troops  and  their  officers 
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will  be  put  upon  an  equality  in  making  exchanges,  as  of  right,  with 
other  troops.  Colored  men  in  civil  employment  captured  by  the  enemy 
may  also  be  exchanged  tor  other  men  in  civil  employment  takefl  by  our 
forces.  You  are  permitted,  in  conducting  the  exchange,  to  waive  for 
the  present  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  parole  and  excess  now 
pending  between  the  Confederate  belligerent  authorities  and  this  Gov- 
ernment, leaving  them  untouched  as  they  stand  until  further  exchange 
of  views  between  those  authorities  and  yourself.  In  conducting  this 
delicate  and  perhaps  difficult  matter  you  will  see  to  it  that  in  no  degree 
the  protection  of  the  Government  is  withdrawn  from  colored  soldiers 
of  the  I'nited  States  and  tlie  officers  commanding  them,  and  that  in  no 
respect,  so  far  as  results  from  your  action,  the  honor  or  dignity  of  the 
Government  shall  be  compromised.  Brigadier-General  Meredith  is 
ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  will  be  relieved  from  further  duty  as 
commissioner  of  exciiange,  except  under  your  orders.  The  conduct  of 
the  flag  of  truce  and  the  necessary  transportation  to  carry  out  these 
instructions  are  placed  at  your  disposal.  You  will  report  as  often  as 
practicable  to  this  Department  your  action  under  this  letter  of  instruc- 
tion and  for  further  instructions. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Uxchamje  of  i'risouers. 


Office  of  Cojdiissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  17,  1S63. 
Ma,).  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Commanding,  Src,  Fort  Monroe: 

Sir:  By  the  authority  and  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  are 
hereby  appointed  special  agent  for  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  at 
City  Point  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  instructions  from  the  War 
Oflice,  of  this  date,  addressed  to  you.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  (ien.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Fxchanye  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissarv-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wiishini/tiin.  D.  C.  December  IT,  ItftiS. 

Col.  G.  W.  KiNCAID, 

Commundiiuj  Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.: 
Colonel:  The  practice,  as  reported  in  your  letter  to  General  Scho- 
field  of  the  19th  ultimo  as  prevailing  at  the  Alton  prison,  of  taking 
gdUl  fiom  prisoners  and  giving  tljem  sutler's  tickets  in  return  is  unau- 
thorized and  in  violation  of  the  instructions  on  this  point,  \\hatever 
money  is  taken  from  prisoners  must  be  returned  to  them  in  money  of 
the  same  cliaraeter,  unless  expended  for  them  on  their  own  orders: 
and  if  tliere  are  any  prisoners  in  your  charge  now  holding  sutler's  tickets 
you  will  cause  them  to  be  immediately  redeemed  in  tlie  same  kind  of 
money  for  which  they  were  given.  Keport  your  action  under  tliis 
order. 

Verv  respertfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Tliird  Infantry   and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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Office  CoMinssAEY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

V/ashington,  D.  C,  December  17,  1863. 

Col.  A.  A.  Stevens, 

Commnnding  Camp  Morton,  Tndia7iapolis,  Ind. : 
Colonel:  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Captain  Ekiu, 
iiitoimiiit;'  me  that  the  prisoners  in  hospital  at  Camp  ;MortoQ  are  in 
want  iifilrawers,  socks,  and  shirts.  This  state  of  things  should  not 
exist  nor  is  it  proper  that  the  information  should  come  to  me  through 
raptain  Ekin.  The  circular  of  rejiuhitious  issued  from  this  office 
amply  provide,  iu  paragraphs  3,  4,  and  5,  for  all  such  wants,  and  there 
is  no  good  I  reason]  why  at  any  time  there  should  be  any  deticieucy  of 
necessary  articles.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  commanding  officer  to  take 
timely  measures  to  provide  whatever  may  be  reciuired,  and  that  the 
regulations  may  not  be  lost  sight  of  I  inclose  herewith  several  copies,* 
which  1  request  may  be  preserved. 

\'ery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  IIOFFMAif, 
CidiiHvl   Third  Infantry  and   Vommifimrij-General  of  Frtsoners. 


HEADgUARTERS    NINETEENTH    AKMV    CORPS. 

Xew  Iberia,  La.,  December  17,  1SG3. 
Brigadier-General  Green, 

('ommanding   Cavalry  Division,  C.  S.  Army: 

GENERAL:  By  direction  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin,  commanding 
D.  S.  forces,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  a  certified  coi)y  of  the 
rejwrt  of  (.'olonel  Lucas,  commanding  the  reconnaissance  of  last  Sun- 
day, together  with  one  from  Captain  Baker,  aide-de  camp  to  the  gen- 
eral. These  reports  were  made  in  couse(|Ueiice  of  investigations  respect- 
ing the  matter  which  you  brought  to  Major-General  Franklin's  notice 
in  your  communication  of  the  IGth  instant. 

Our  forces  have  made  sundry  visits  to  Saint  Martinsville,  and  always 
have  seen  tioops  of  your  forces  in  or  near  the  town.  As  a  general 
thing  the  pickets  fall  back  through  the  town,  and,  of  course,  the  citizens 
are  in  danger  from  shots  (iied  at  these  men. 

On  the  occasion  referred  to  iu  your  letter  several  of  your  men  were 
in  the  town,  were  driven  trom  it  by  our  people,  and  found  on  the  prairie 
in  rear.  It  was  unfortunate  and  greatly  to  Ije  deidored  that  many 
peaceable  people  were  in  the  streets  at  the  rime,  but  it  is  still  more 
unfortunate  that  the  inhabitants  encourage  a  small  force  to  remain  iu 
or  about  their  town  if  they  exi)ect  to  undergo  none  of  the  horrors 
accompanying  a  state  of  war. 

The  general  most  sincciels-  regrets  that  the  uiitortunate  citizen  was 
wounded,  but  is  inclined  to  attribute  his  misfoitunes  more  to  the  fact 
of  the  presence  of  your  troops  than  to  any  barbarity  on  our  part. 

As  to  firing  at  or  u[)on  defenseless  citizens  and  upon  helpless  women 
and  children,  you  must  yoaiself,  general,  be  aware  thit  such  could  not 
have  been  the  case. 

Hearing  that  several  <if  your  men  were  concealed  in  the  houses  with 
their  friends,  search  was  made  for  them,  and  the  capture  of  Captain 
Beldeii  and  Sergeant  Delahoussaye  will  be  sutlicient  proof  that  there 
was  go(jd  reasons  for  searching.  The  reimrts  will  show  that  all  the 
houses  were  entered  by  parties  under  rharge  of  a  commissioned  officer. 

"St-r  \ul.  1\  ,  this  sc'lles,  p.  loU. 


714  PRISONERS    OP   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Id  respect  to  depredatious  and  maltreatment  of  citizens,  I  be^  to 
inform  you  that  the  strictest  orders  have  been  issued  to  prevent  this, 
and  the  severest  punishment  intiicted  upon  all  oti'enders  who  are  guilty 
of  such  conduct. 

Respecting  the  case  of  Romulus  McBride,  I  do  not  find  him  upon  the 
list  of  captured,  but  have  telegraphed  to  New  Orleans  to  see  if  he  has 
been  sent  there  by  any  ofticer  without  having  been  reported  at  these 
headquarters. 

Can  you  give  me  iuformation  when  and  where  he  was  captured,  as  I 
can  assure  you  if  he  is  in  our  possession,  upon  finding,  he  will  be 
promptly  released. 

I  feel  fully  assured,  general,  that  further  investigation  on  your  side 
wdl  show  you  must  have  been  misinformed  respecting  the  transactions 
uf  the  loth  instant.  It  may  be  that  your  vedettes  make  more  frequent 
use  of  Saint  Martinsville  and  the  comforts  of  their  friends  there  than 
has  been  brought  to  your  notice. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  truly,  yours, 

EDWD.  L.  MOLINBUX, 
CoL,  Acting  Assistant  Inspector  and  Procost-Marshal-Gcneral, 

U.  S.  Forces  in  the  Field. 


(JONFEDEEATE   STATES   OP   AMERICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  December  18,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Aijent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  you  can  what  is  the 
present  condition  of  Capt.  William  F.  Gordon,  Maj.  Thomas  D.  Arm- 
esy,  and  Lieutenant  Davis.  It  has  been  stated  on  what  is  deemed 
reliable  iuformation  that  these  officers  have  been  tried  and  sentenced 
to  various  punishments.  In  one,  if  uot  more,  instances  the  party  has 
been  condemned  to  death.  Will  you  uot,  if  these  parties  have  been 
tried,  faruish  me  with  certified  copies  of  the  records  i  1  wdl  reciprocate 
in  any  case  where  you  may  ilemaud  similar  records  All  these  officers 
were  regularly  in  the  Confederate  service. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OLTLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


State  nv  West  Virchnia,  Exectitive  Department, 

Wheeling,  December  18,  1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  :M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Colonel  Powell,  of  the  Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  as  you 
are  aware,  was  woumled  and  captured  at  the  fight  of  Wytheville,  Va., 
in  September  last,  lie  is  still  a  [trisouer  at  Richmond,  but  has  recov- 
ered from  liis  wounds.  The  assistant  surgeon  of  his  regiment  (Doctor 
Neilis)  was  captured  at  the  same  time,  and  was  a  prisoner  with  the 
colonel  until,  some  two  <ir  three  weeks  since,  he  was  released  and 
returned  with  many  other  of  our  surgeons.  Doctor  Neilis  informs  me 
that  a  formal  proposition  had  been  made  to  Colonel  Powell  by  some  of 
the  rebel  otticers  to  exchange  him  for  a  rebel  colonel,  R.  H.  Lee,  who  is 
said  to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  and  Colonel  Powell  is 
anxious  that  his  exchange  be  etfected  in  this  way  if  it  be  possible  in 
till'  midst  iif  the  present  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  exchanges.  Who 
this  Colonel  Lee  is  I  am  uot  fully  advi>ed,  but  am  assured  that  he  is 
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not  the  officer  whom  you  have  been  holding  as  a  security  for  tlie  lives 
of  some  of  the  Goveruinent  officers  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  I  sliouhl 
be  pleased  if  he  could  be  exchauged,  not  only  to  relieve  hiin  from  his 
imprisonment,,  but  for  the  good  of  the  service,  as  he  is  needed  very 
much  to  command  his  regiment. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  I.  BCJREMAN, 

(Jovernor. 

[First  in.lorst-ment.] 

December  24,  1SC3. 
The  rebel  authorities  seem  particularly  anxious  to  retain  Colonel 
Powell,  the  reason  being  well  known,  to  wit,  his  value  to  the  Union 
cause.  They  will  not  exchange  him  for  Colonel  Lee,  the  latter  being 
disabled.  I  suggest  that  General  Butler  is  now  making  an  ettbrt  to 
efl'ect  exchanges,  and  if  he  succeeds  Colonel  Powell  and  his  high  claims 
will  not  be  overlooked. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-Genera  I,  Ac. 

[SeicmJ  iiidorsemeut.l 

Col.  R.  H.  Lee  ordered  to  City  Point  in  exchange  for  Colonel  i'owell, 
February  2,  by  telegram. 


Headi^iuarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

ALxnndriu,  December  is,  lt<63. 

Col.  E.  L.  MOLINEUX, 

Commissioner  for  Exchaiu/e  of  Prisoners 

On  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin.  U.  S.  Arm^: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei[jt  of  your 
communication  of  1.5th  instant  and  inclosures,  viz,  "copies  of  the  tele- 
graphic correspondence  between  3Iaj.  (4eu.  W.  B.  Franklin  and  Maj. 
Gen.  N.  P.  Banks." 

The  approvalof  Major  General  Banks  being  given  to  terms  proposed 
by  me  as  commissioner  for  the  delivery  of  the  excess  of  prisoners  in  tlie 
hands  of  Major-General  Taylor  belmigiug  to  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Franklin,  that  excess  will  accompany  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  whom  we  agreed  to  exchange  in  the  ciirtel  entered  into  between 
us  on  the  1-th  instant,  and  will  be  delivered  at  the  place  therein  indi- 
cated. These  prisoners  are  now  en  loute  for  the  point  below  Vermilion- 
viile,  and  will  arrive  there  in  four  or  tive  days  from  the  day  on  which 
you  will  probably  receive  this,  but  due  notice  will  be  given  to  you  so 
that  the  prisoners  on  both  sides  may  reach  the  spot  contemporaneously. 

Herewith  I  inclose  a  list  of  eight  privates  who  will  be  exchanged  for 
Maj.  P.  A.  Howard,  C.  S.  Army,  whom  y(ju  hiive  upon  your  list  of  ottieers 
in  your  possession  as  iirisoners.  Be  [ileased  to  have  Major  Howard 
delivered  when  the  others  are  exchanged  at  the  stage  stand. 

H.  F.  Fenner,  of  whom  you  write,  will  be  sent  down  tor  exchange  with 
>rr.  Stockton,  as  requested  by  you.  Major-General  Taylor  instructs  me 
to  state  to  you  that  he  will  appoint  a  commissioner  to  meet  the  com- 
missioner a[)pointetl  by  Major-General  Banks,  and  suggests  the  Red 
River  Landing,  near  the  mouth  of  Red  Eiver,  as  the  place  of  meeting. 
He  requests  that  (reneral  Banks  may  be  informed  thereof,  and  that  he 
will  name  the  time  at  which  his  commissioner  will  be  at  the  place  and 
coMuuunicate  the  same  to  liini  so  that  no  delay  or  detention  may  be 
experienced  by  either  party. 


716  PRISONERS   OF    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Inclosed  please  tiud  receipts  of  Lieuteuant  Herbert  and  H.  F.  Fenuer 
for  money  forwarded  to  them  through  district  headquarters  by  Hag  of 
truce. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Major  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners 

On  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  Taylor,  G.  S.  Army. 


Quartermaster's  Office, 
Fort  Delaware,  Bel.,  December  IS,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commandinij  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  anthracite 
coal  used  at  this  post  I  answer  that  there  has  been  consumed  since  the 
middle  of  October  hist  nearly  800  tons  of  coal,  of  which  600  tons  have 
been  consumed  in  the  general  hospital  and  prisoners'  barracks.  There 
was  purchased  from  the  prisoners'  fund  500  tons,  all  of  which  has  been 
consumed.  The  coal  now  used  in  prisoners'  barracks  is  drawn  from 
the  quartermaster's  department.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  at  once 
500  tons  for  use  of  the  prisoners  at  this  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  CKAIG, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[iDdorseuient.) 

Fort  Delaware,  Del.,  December  19,  1863. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hotiinan  with  information  that  upon 
the  within  statement  1  ordered  the  quartermaster  to  purchase  500  tons 
of  coal  from  the  Government  contractors  at  Philadelphia  at  Govern- 
ment prices. 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  18,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Our  authorities  will  not  grant  permission  to  Mr.  Cliarles  C, 
Fulton,  of  Baltimore,  to  come  to  Richmond  for  any  purpose. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Ejcchange. 


Office  Co:mmissary-Gkneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  IS,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  Can  you  obtain  from  Mr.  Ould  a  list  of  officers  captured 
since  his  last  list  was  furnished  ?  ^Mr.  Ould's  list  of  deaths  to  October  1 
contained  only  133  names.  Of  course,  this  is  but  a  small  part  of  those 
who  died,  and,  as  we  have  furnished  full  reports  of  deaths  of  their 
prisoners,  we  have  a  right  to  ex])ect  they  will  furnish  us  similar  com- 
plete lists  of  all  Federal  prisoners  wlio  die  in  their  hands  or  have  died. 
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I  would  like  to  have  it  understood  that  monthly  lists  of  officers  cap- 
tured and  of  deaths  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  will  be  furnished  reg- 
ularly by  both  parties.  I  am  having  lists  of  prisoners  in  our  hands 
prepared,  in  the  hopes  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
the  arrangement. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Depart^ient, 

Richmond,  December  1^,  ISHS. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk, 

Commandinij  Department  of  ^fississippi : 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  i-'ith  ultimo- was  duly  received  and 
referred  to  Major  Quid  the  Ttli  instaut.  It  was  mislaid  in  his  office, 
and,  though  much  search  was  made  for  it,  it  was  iu)t  returned  until 
yesterday.  This  will  explain  the  seeming  inattention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  your  communication.  The  Department  has  uniforndy  decided 
that  the  formation  of  a  camp  for  paroled  prisoners,  the  requirement  of 
these  prisoners  to  sultmit  to  military  control  in  the  camp,  the  employ- 
ment of  them  for  the  purpose  of  organization,  discipline,  and  instruc- 
tion, did  not  violate  the  obligation  of  the  parole  or  the  terms  of  the 
cartel  between  the  Confedenite  States  and  the  United  States.  The 
letter  of  Major  (Juki  is  inclosed,  so  that  you  may  see  his  views,  and 
also  what  he  says  relative  to  lists  of  the  prisoners.*  The  Chief  of 
Ordnance  reports  that  arms,  &c.,  may  be  obtained  at  Demopolis  and 
Sehiia. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretarij  of  War. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  December  18,  1863. 
Hon.  Ed.  Sparrow,  C.  S.  Senate: 

Dear  Sir:  I  hardly  know  what  to  promise  you  in  the  case  of  Briga- 
dier-General Adams.  If  we  had  captured  and  paroled  any  brigadier  at 
Chickamauga,  or  if  there  was  any  Federal  brigailier  on  parole,  I  might 
nmke  the  exchange.  But  neither  is  the  case.  If  one  is  ever  captured 
and  pariiled  I  will  make  the  exchauge.  I  do  not  like  to  es(  hange  liim 
fur  officers  <if  a  lower  grade.  I  have  encroached  so  much  upon  the 
paroles  in  my  possession  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  exchanged  a  large 
portion  of  the  Vicksburg  cajitures  that  I  am  not  sure  I  have  left  any 
to  be  used  in  the  way  of  making  further  exchanges.  I  received  General 
Adams'  letter,  and  the  difficulties  in  his  case  prevented  me  from  making 
such  a  reply  as  I  would  like  to  have  made.  Flease  assure  him  I  will  do 
everything  in  his  behalf  which  I  can  do.  I  knew  the  general  well 
twenty  years  ago. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

RO.  UULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

P.  S. —  [  omitted  to  state  that  we  cannot  afford  to  exchange  any 
Yankee  officers  in  cajitivity  tor  General  Adams,  who  is  on  parole. 

R.  O. 
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Washington  City,  D.  C,  December  19, 1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  &c.  : 

SiE:  I  will  thank  you  tx)  require  a  report  from  the  commanding  ofB- 
cers  of  the  places  named  in  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Montrose  A.  Fallen,  dated  at  Montreal,  in  reference  to  the  state- 
ment made  by  Doctor  P.  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  rebel  prisoners. 
Require  the  otticers  to  forward  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  facts 
they  may  state  as  may  be  within  their  control,  and  when  obtained 
please  furnish  me  with  the  papers. 

liespectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCBCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


ent.J 

Extracts  sent  to  (General  Marston.  Colonel  De  Land,  Colonel  Wallace, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pierson,  and  report  called  from  each. 

[Inolosure.l 

MoNTRKAi.  Canada  East,  December  14,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  apply  for  permission  to  go  to  and  return 
from  Richmond  via  City  Point,  per  tlagof-truce  boat,  upon  an  errand 
of  mercy,  dictated  by  humanity  and  charity. 

I  have  this  day  received  communications  which  reveal  the  suffering 
condition  of  the  prisoners  of  war  contined  at  Johnson's  Island,  Point 
Lo<ikout,  Camp  Chase,  and  Camp  Douglas.  Many  of  these  men  are 
without  the  necessary  clothing  even  to  hide  their  nakedness,  and  dur- 
ing the  late  cold  weather  several  absolutely  froze  to  death  at  Point 
Lookout,  where  they  are  living  in  tents,  and  more  than  half  of  the  9,01)0 
and  more  there  contined  have  not  even  a  single  blanket  for  covering  or 
bedding  and  sleep  on  the  bare  ground,  which  you  well  know  is  certainly 
productive  of  an  immense  amount  of  disease  and  suffering. 

My  object  in  visiting  Richmond  will  be  to  obtain  from  tlie  authorities 
there  the  necessary  amount  of  funds  to  supply  those  men  with  at  least 
enough  of  clotliing  to  prevent  their  freezing. 

As  the  prisoners  now  conflneil  at  Richmond  have  been  permitted  by 
the  Confederate  Government  to  receive  the  supplies  forwarded  by  the 
United  States  Government,  and  also  from  their  friends  per  express,  it 
is  hoped  that  you  will  grant  this  favor  as  a  reciprocal  kindness. 

I  will  of  course  give  all  necessary  guarantees  not  to  divulge  any- 
thing prejudicial  to  the  L''nited  States,  or  in  any  wise  to  communicate 
aught  concerning  the  war. 

I  am  satisfied  that  I  could  obtain  from  the  authorities  at  Richmond 
all  requisite  funds  for  this  si)ecilic  i)urpose,  to  be  devoted  to  that  eud, 
and  to  be  distributed  as  you  might  deem  best. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  Hon.  B.  Gratz  Brown,  Senator 
from  ^fissouri.  to  ilaj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Representative  from  Saint  Louis, 
to  Major-General  Grant,  and  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  as  to  who 
I  am. 

I  would  also  most  respectfully  ask  permission  to  forward  from  this 
point  such  supplies  of  clothing  as  are  here  and  such  as  may  hereafter 
be  prepared  for  the  prisoners  of  war  now  contined  in  the  various  places 
within  the. jurisdiction  of  the  I'uited  States. 

The  favor  of  a  speedy  reply  is  most  respectfully  solicited. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MONTROSE  A.  PALLEN. 
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Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmond,  December  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchamje: 

Sir:  I  have  before  me  a  letter  fiom  Capt.J.G.McKee.Third  Georgia, 
dated  Johnson's  Island,  December  4,  1803.  sent  by  tlag  of  tiuce,  in 
which  be  states  that  the  money  which  had  been  sent  to  him  was  of  no 
avail,  because,  owing-  to  the  removal  of  the  sutler,  he  and  other  officers 
were  unable  to  buy  anytiiing  either  inside  or  out.  I  will  thank  you  to 
intbrm  me  what  is  the  true  state  of  this  matter.  In  order  also  to  enable 
us  fully  to  understand  each  other,  and  to  act  on  reciprocal  principles,  I 
will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  is  the  course  of  your  Government  iu 
relation  to  funds  sent  by  private  individuals  both  within  your  and  our 
lines  to  our  prisoners  in  your  hands.  I  will  also  thank  you  to  iniorm 
me  what  is  the  coarse  as  to  contributions  of  food  and  clothing  sent  to 
the  same  by  private  individuals  both  within  our  Hues  and  yours.  1  do 
not  think  that  you  will  tind  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  Con- 
federate Government  to  agree  to  reasonable  and  reciprocal  terms  on  this 
subject. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OI^LD. 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Confederate  States  of  A^ieripa.  War  Department, 

Richmond,  December  I'J,  1S63. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  Captain  McKee  receives  in  every  respect  the  same  treatment 
as  his  brother  officers.  I  saw  him  in  my  office  a  short  time  ago.  He 
was  looking  well.  He  desired  an  interview  with  me  and  \  granted  it, 
as  I  always  do  when  the  request  is  made.  His  status  is  that  of  a  pris- 
oner of  war. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OTLD. 
Agent  of  Exchidigc. 


Cn.\FEDERATE    STATES    OF    AMERICA,  WAR    DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond.  December  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  I  have  made  the  in(|uiry  you  recpiested  some  time  ago  about 
Maj.  B.  F.  Mosely,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry;  Caiit.  Lewis  L.  Carter, 
East  Tennessee  cavalry:  F.ieut.  Iv  H.  Mason.  Twenty-tirst  Ohio: 
Capt.  C.  S.  F.  Dircks.  Middle  Tennessee  infantry,  and  Private  John 
William,  Thirty-third  (3hio  Volunteers. 

Major  Mosely's  irons  were  removed  before  he  was  taken  sick.  He 
falsely  represented  himself  as  a  lieutenant. 

Capt.  Lewis  L.  Carter  was  a  deserter  from  the  Confederate  service. 
He  escaped  from  prison  some  time  ago. 

Lieut.  E.  H.  Mason  is  liere  in  Richmond;  he  bus  never  been  in  irons. 
Captain  Dircks  has  never  been  in  irons. 
^  Private  John  WoUam  was  one  of  the  party  who  stole  the  engine  on  the 
Georgia  State  road.     He  escaped  from  prison,  but  was  subsequently 
recaptured  and  put  in  irons. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OFLD, 
Agent  (f  Exchange. 
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Confederate  States  of  Ameeiga,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  December  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  Agent  of  Exchange : 

Sir:  Authentic  information  has  been  communicated  to  our  authori- 
ties that  Robert  Hunt,  Thomas  Butters,  and  Francis  Traner,  seamen, 
captured  on  board  the  Tacony,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Charles 
W.  Read,  0.  S.  Navy,  are  now  confined  in  the  Portland  Jail.  I  will 
thank  you  to  inform  me  why  these  men  are  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  crew,  and  whether  they  are  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Green's  Cavalry  Division, 

Vmiiilidnville,  December  19,  1S63. 

Col.  B.  L.  MOLINEUS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  dcneral,  U.  S.  Army, 

General  W.  B.  Franldin\s  Staf: 
Colonel:  The  general commaiidiiig- instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  ITtli  instant,  and  in  reply  would 
state  that  he  is  satisHed  tliat  the  officers  were  not  cognizant  to  any  of 
the  outrages  committed,  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  repress  anything 
of  the  kind.  Stragglers  and  skulkers  undoubtedly  committed  the  acts. 
Romulus  McBride  and  John  R.  Creighton  were  citizens  of  this  town; 
also  Louis  Couret,  taken  up  the  12tli  of  October.  Their  families  are  in 
great  distress,  and  the  general  trusts  that  they  will  be  returned. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  WELLS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Geiieral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Xea-  Orleans,  December  19,  1S63. 
MaJ.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Troops  in    Western  Louisiana,  Xeu-  Iberia: 
General:  The  cartel  of  exchange  was  received  last  night  late.     It 
has  been  approved  by  the  coinmaiuliug  general,  who  also  agrees  to 
having  the  excess  of  prisoners  paroled  according  to  conditions  stated. 
Do  you  want  the  prisoners  sent  up  '. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  STONE, 
Brifiadier-General  and  Chief  of  l^taf. 


Headquarters  I'ort  McHenry,  December  19,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Cnmmissanj-Gencral  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  j"0ur  iudorsenient  on  the  communication  of  the 
Confederate  surgeons.  rccei\i'il  December  17,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
as  follows:  The  general  treatment  intended  for  prisoners  of  war  at  this 
post  will  best  be  gathered  fnun  post  (U'ders.  General  Orders,  No.  49, 
October  U,  1863,  says: 

Tlie  circnlav  issued  by  Coiini\is<:ir\  i  .merril  of  I'risoners,  ilnted  Detroif,  .Mich.,  July 
7,  1862,  will  be  ngaiiltjil  ;is  tlic  .u  ^im.    iaw  Idi-  the  t;overnnient  of  [irisoiiers  of  war 
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at  thi3  post,  inclnfiing  what  are  usually  termed  political  prisoners.  Everv  officer 
connected  officially  with  such  prisoners,  on  permanent  or  daily  duty,  will  make  him- 
self familiar  with  the  contents  of  that  circular,  and  will  strictly  carry  out  its  orders 
in  letter  and  spirit.  He  will  report  to  the  commander  of  the  post  any  deviations 
from  the  ahove  circular  in  order  that  they  may  be  remedied  in  the  pnldic  interests 
and  for  the  protection  of  all  engaged  in  duties  of  great  difficulty  and  responsiLiility. 
Special  Orders,  Xo.  247,  November  6,  says: 

Articles  of  tbod  or  clothing  intended  for  prisoners  of  war,  or  Union  prisoners,  will 
be  left  at  the  exterior  gate  in  charge  of  the  othcer  of  the  guard,  carefully  labeled. 

Special  Orders,  Xo.  252,  says: 

The  articles  left  for  prisoners  at  the  exterior  gate  are  subject  ;it  ;iU  times  to  the 
orders  of  the  provost-marshiil. 

A  receipt  book  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  officer  of  the  exterior 
fjate  for  the  registry  of  articles  left  for  prisoners  of  war,  ami  as  several 
articles  miscarried  an  order  of  November  27  enjoins  on  the  provost- 
marshal  '-to  procure  the  receipts  of  the  prisoners  on  the  delivery  of  the 
articles.'  This  has  been  done.  Special  Orders,  No.  215,  October  1, 
says: 

In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  ]i08t  surgeon  the  prisoners  confined  in 
the  interior  (under  cduirges  of  lieing  spies,  etc.)  will  be  allowed  to  exercise  in  the 
mien  air  for  half  an  hour  each  day  under  ^uard. 

A  similar  order  was  issued  on  December  13  in  regard  to  other  prison- 
ers of  the  same  chtss.     An  order  of  the  same  date  says: 

The  provost-marshal,  in  pursuance  of  Paragraph  IV,  circular  of  Commissary- 
Oeneral  of  Prisoners,  will  give  notice  of  any  clothing  needed  for  prisoners  id"  war 
in  order  th:it  the  proper  requisitions  may  be  made  at  these  headriuarters. 

I  add  the  abstracts  of  provisions  issued  by  the  post  commissary  for 
two  months: 


(Average  of  313  prisoners  of  war,  inclnd-     (Average  of  2,56  prisoners  of  war.  iiuhul- 
ing  political  prisoners. )  ing  political  prisoners.) 


3,:3()7  rations  ot"  pork. 
3,453  rations  of  fresh  beef. 
3,307  rations  of  salt  liecf. 
386  rations  of  Hour. 
9,625  rations  of  hard  bread. 
9,780  rations  of  beans. 
386  rations  of  mohisses. 
7.L'51  rations  of  rice. 
1(1.008  rations  of  pepper. 
111,008  rations  of  cotfee. 
10,008  rations  of  potatoes. 
10,008  ratiiius  of  <ugar. 
1(1,1108  rations  of  vinegar. 
10,008  rations  of  adamantine 
10, (08  lotions  of  soap. 
111. (.108  rations  of  salt. 
I!i.0(i8  r:itioas  of  onion^. 


2,067  rations  of  pork. 
2,52!)  rations  of  salt  beef. 
2,480  rations  of  fresh  b^ef. 
389  rations  of  llonr. 
7,587  rations  of  hanl  lucad. 
7,850  rations  of  beans. 
1,861  rations  of  onions. 
6,215  rations  of  rice. 
7,976  rations  of  adamantine 
7,976  rations  of  .soap. 
7,976  rations  of  salt. 
7.976  rations  of  jiotatoes. 
389  rations  of  molasses. 
7, 970  rations  of  pepper. 
7.97i)  rations  of  cotfee. 
7.97i)  r:itions  of  sugar. 
7.:i7ii  rations  of  vinegar. 


Such  were  tiie  seneral  directions  and  regulations,  the  execution  of 
which  was  contided  to  a  provost-marshal  who  is  described  liy  the  accus- 
ing surgeons  as  ••deseiving  all  praise.''  He  declares  the  food  to  have 
been  good  and  well  prepared,  the  cotfee  better  than  that  used  by  several 
companies  of  tiie  garrison.  He  confesses  Judgment  in  the  matter  of 
knives  and  forks  and  [dates.  He  also  acknowledges  that  water  for 
bathing  was  not  furnished  the  prisoners.  Two  brick  buildings,  formerly 
stables,  ll.'0  by  oO  feet,  with  an  upper  ami  lnwer  thmr.  and  two  rooms  in 
the  intefiof  of  the  tort  weie  nse(l  for  the  accommodation  of  an  average 
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of  400  Federal  prisoners  and  250  prisoners  of  war,  including  some 
thirty  political  prisoners.  Building;  Xo.  1  has  been  fitted  up  and  divided 
off,  and  building  No.  i!  is  about  to  undergo  the  same  process.  The 
policing,  privy  arrangements,  drainage,  although  not  perfect, -are,  as 
the  biaildings  stand  within  a  few  feet  of  the  water,  tolerable.  Exten- 
sive outlays  are  being  made  to  remedy  whatever  is  at  all  defective. 
The  health  of  the  prisoners  lias  been  excellent,  and  since  July  20  only 
one  Confederate  prisoner  (Lewis  Call,  of  Virginia)  has  died.  The  post 
adjutant  Iceeps  a  ledger  account  of  all  money  taken  from  the  prisoners 
of  war  or  seut  by  their  friends,  amounting  to  $1,500  in  two  montiis. 
He  pays  their  orders  on  the  sutler  and  washerwomen  and  sends  the 
money  with  them  when  they  leave.  I  now  proceed  to  the  details  of 
treatment. 

Surgeons  {about  sixty-five). — These  occupied  the  soldiers'  barracks  for 
two  months,  and  afterward  an  upper  room  of  brick  building  No.  1 
(120  by  30  feet),  alone.  There  were  some  fifteen  bunks,  holding  four, 
persons  each.  Some  forty  arrived  here  in  transitu  a  dayor  two  before  the 
final  departure  of  all.  NVlieu  the  surgeons  first  arrived  in  August  they 
enjoyed  the  freedom  of  the  whole  grounds  of  the  fort,  but  as  ten  of 
them  escaped,  violating,  I  think,  an  implied  parole,  or  at  any  rate  (to 
borrow  a  phrase  from  another  learned  profession),  being  guilty  of  sharp 
practice,  I  restricted  the  remainder  to  an  area  of  three  acres.  They 
were  visited  by  scores  of  friends,  chiefly  females,  and  received  clothing 
and  delicacies  in  profusion.  The  visits  were  interdicted  by  the  order 
of  September  19  totally,  but  the  supplies  were  allowed  to  continue. 
I  found  it  necessary  to  i-efuse  admittance  to  the  ladies  who  brought 
them,  as  when  ailmittetl  they  acted  in  some  instances  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that,  "All  was  fair  in  love  and  war,"  and  disobeyed  the  rules  of 
the  post.  It  was  for  this,  I  supi)ose,  that  I  am  indebted  to  the  sur- 
geon's unfavorable  diagnosis  of  my  character,  which  has  filled  me  with 
astonishment  rather  than  any  other  sensation.  I  rarely  exchanged 
words  with  them,  and  never  unkind  ones.  I  was  told  that  they  did 
not  hesitate  to  express  satisfaction  with  their  treatment.  They 
appeared  to  enjoy  their  daily  game  of  ball  greatly.  When  the  sur- 
geons left  I  took  from  them  vast  supplies  of  clothing  and  other  articles, 
leaving  all  they  had  when  captured,  and  at  least  a  full  suit.  But  I 
thought  it  politic  (not  .just)  during  the  negotiations  conceriung  our 
prisoners  at  Richmond  to  forward  the  huge  pile  ot  redundant  articles 
to  General  ilereditli,  who  restored  them.  Twelve  Government  blankets 
were  distributed  among  the  surgeons. 

Wounded  officers  (tirenty  nine). — These  occupy  the  large  room  pre- 
viously assigned  to  the  surgeons,  with  the  parole  of  the  same  grounds. 
One  of  them.  Colonel  Connally,  of  North  Carolina,  has  a  tent  with 
young  Latrobe,  of  Maryland.  They  are  fully  supplieil  with  clothing 
from  Baltimore,  as  they  came  from  our  hosjiitals  to  this  post.  ^Most  of 
thorn  had  blankets.  Captain  Baylor,  of  Virginia,  had  a  tent  aNo. 
Several  of  these  have  bedding. 

Otiier  pri.^oners  of  war  (about  ISO). — These,  including  a  few  oflicers, 
occupy  two  rooms  ;each  sixty  by  thirty  feet)  of  the  upper  floor  of 
brick  building  Xo.  2.  They  have  received  and  are  receiving  clothing 
from  friends,  :nid  are  comfortably  clad.  Several  have  applied  recently 
to  the  provost  marshal  for  clothes,  who  has  furnished  one  or  two  suits 
and  will  furnish,  when  called  upon,  whatever  is  needed.  They  are 
allowed  to  go  out  upon  a  balcduy  for  sun  and  air  during  the  day,  and 
go  down  into  the  prison  yard  for  water,  roll-call,  and  to  the  sutler, 
under  guard,  to  purchase  allowable  articles.     Some  ninety  Government 
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blankets  are  distributed  among  them.  Soft  bread  has  been  allowed  to 
several  who  needed  it.  Some  few  have  bedding.  Eight  prisoners  who 
attempted  to  escape  occupy  a  smaller  room,  but  are  not  m  irons. 

Offenders  nrjainst  the  law  of  nations  [twenty-six). These  accused  of 

being  spies,  pirates,  recruiting  within  our  lines,  under 'sentence  of 
death,  &c.,  occupy  two  rooms  in  the  interior  of  the  fort.  Only  a  por- 
tion ;\re  in  irons.  The  doors  are  open  all  day  to  admit  air  and  li-'bt 
and  exercise  in  the  interior  parade  is  allowed  for  half  an  hour  elich 
(lay.  Some  have  received  U.  S.  blankets.  Most  of  them  have  received 
food  and  clothes  from  friends. 

Hospital— i  can  imagine,  as  a  layman,  no  hospital  in  better  condi- 
tion. The  prisoners  of  war  are  admitted  as  freely  (as  patients)  as  our 
own  soldiers.  A  case  of  smallpox  occurring  some  two  weeks  ago,  all 
prisoners  were  vaccinated. 

In  reply  to  the  allegations  concerning  a  remark  of  Lieutenant  Web- 
ster, the  commissary  of  prisoners,  to  one  of  the  surgeons,  I  would  state 
tliat  that  otticer  was  busy  in  attending  to  his  onerous  duties  when  he 
made  the  reply  in  question.  This  was  about  the  time  when  reports 
were  prevalent  of  the  extraordinary  treatment  of  our  prisoners  at 
Richmond.  Dy  the  side  of  what  he  said  should  he  placed  the  record 
of  what  lie  did.  He  inquired  into  the  matter  when  his  duties  per- 
mitted, and  could  find  no  prisoner  without  breeches.  The  provost- 
marshal  says  that  no  prisoner  to  his  knowledge  left  in  that  condition. 
The  commissary  of  ])risoners  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  clothing, 
and  no  official  character  can  be  attached  to  his  remark,  which  was 
accompanied  by  the  observation  that — 

Consideriorr  how  our  prisoners  farecLat  Richmond  the  demand  was  rather  extraor- 
dinary, but  that  he  had  nothing  to  do'with  the  clothing. 

I  have  replied,  I  believe,  fully  to  the  communication  referred  to  me; 
not  by  mere  answers  to  special  allegations,  but  by  the  fullest  informa- 
tion concerning  the  treatment  of  prisoners  here.  I  do  not  claim  that 
the  jirison  arraugTinents  are  perfect,  but  I  do  claim  that  humanity  has 
something  to  do  with  all  the  regulations  of  this  post,  and  that  I  shall 
he  thankful  if  the  chance  of  war  shall  never  subject  me  to  greater 
hardshi[)s  than  are  felt  in  prison  life  at  Fort  McHenry. 
I  remain,  colonel,  very  res[)ectfully,  yours, 

P.  A.  PORTER, 
Colonel  Eujhth.  yen-    York  Henvji  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  U.  0.,  December  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General   U,  S.  Army.   Wiishiii,/ton,  D.  C: 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  me  from  your  office  on  the  2d  in>tant.  a  copv  i)f  which  is  herewith 
appended,  marked  A,  I  proceeded  to  Columbits,  Ohio,  and  investi- 
gated the  circumstances  connected  with  the  imprisonment  and  escape 
ot  John  H.  Morgan  and  other  rebel  prisoners  of  war  recently  routined 
m  the  Ohio  penitentiary.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of 
my  investigations. 

On  the  .5th  instant  I  presented  in  person  my  instructions  to  His 
Excellency  Governor  Tod.  He  expressed  himself  as  pleased  with  my 
mission  and  as  desirous  to  have  the  (rovernment  fullv  informed  of  tiie 
particulars  of  Morgan's  escape.     He  Chen  gave  me  a  succinct  history 
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of  thecapture,  imprisonment, and  escapeof  Morgan  and  his  companions; 
stating  that  on  the  day  the  escape  was  discovered  (November  28)  and 
the  following  day  every  house  and  buihling,  without  exception,  in 
Columbus  was  searched  by  bis  orders;  that  information  of  the  escape 
was  sent  by  telegraph  to  all  parts  of  the  State  and  elsewhere  immedi- 
ately; that  a  reward  of  31,000  was  otfered  for  the  apprehension  and 
delivery  of  Morgan,  and  that  this  reward  was  subsequently  increased 
to  .S5,0U0. 

The  Governor  also  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  whole  matter  of  escape,  and  that  it  was  then  being 
prosecuted  by  Quartermaster  General  Wright,  to  whom  he  introduced 
me,  requesting  him  U)  give  me  every  facility  in  his  power  for  arriving 
at  the  facts  in  the  case.  This  was  very  cheerfully  done  by  General 
Wright,  who  accompanied  me  twice  to  the  penitentiary  and  who  per- 
mitted me  to  read  his  report  as  it  was  being  made  up,  and  when  com- 
pleted gave  me  a  duplicate,  which  I  respectfully  submit  herewith.* 

For  convenience  of  reference  I  will  classify  my  report  according  to 
the  different  objects  of  inquiry  required  by  my  instructions. 

First.  The  mode  in  which  Morgan  and  his  companions  were  treated 
while  imprisoned  at  Columbus.  Ohio: 

On  the  oOth  of  July,  1S(I3,  General  John  H.  ]\Iorgan  and  some  thirty 
other  rebel  officers  were,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Gov- 
ernor Tod,  transferred  to  the  warden  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary  by  General 
Buruside.  On  assuming  the  custody  of  tbese  jirisoners  the  warden 
took  charge  of  their  money,  jewelry,  and  other  effects.  They  were  then 
required  to  conform  to  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  prison,  viz, 
bathe,  have  their  hair  cut,  and  faces  shaved. 

The  newspaiiers  having  commented  rather  freely  on  these  steps, 
Governor  Tod  heard  of  them  and  went  to  the  prison  and  assured  Gen- 
eral Morgan  that  these  seeming  indignities  were  the  inconsiderate  acts 
of  the  prison  officers,  antl  were  not  prescribed  or  sanctioned  by  any 
military  authority.  Morgan  seemed  satisfied  with  this  explanation, 
and  treated  the  loss  of  his  beard  and  mustache,  which  was  the  princi- 
pal grievance,  as  simply  an  accident. 

In  order  to  keep  these  prisoners  separate  from  the  convicts  a  board 
partition  was  put  up  across  the  open  space  in  front  of  the  south  face 
of  the  cell  block  in  the  east  wing  of  the  prison.  In  the  daytime  they 
were  allowed  to  assemble  in  this  open  space  or  hall,  100  feet  long  and 
11  wide,  and  walk,  talk,  &c.,  at  pleasure. 

They  had  two  meals  a  day  by  themselves  in  the  prison  dining-hall; 
one  between  7  and  8  a.  m..  the  other  between  3  and  -1  p.  m.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  prison  fare  the  United  States  furnished  them  with  coffee 
and  sugar,  and  after  about  two  weeks  confinement  they  had  fresh 
white  bread  in  lieu  of  the  [irison  bread.  Their  fare  was  always  good 
and  sufficient,  and  Ijetter  than  the  army  rations.  For  awhile  they 
were  allowed  to  purchase  from  their  own  funds,  through  a  steward, 
extra  articles  of  food,  but  tliis  was  discontinued  by  an  order  from  the 
commissary  of  i)risonei  s. 

They  were  allowed,  and  kept  furnished  with,  one  suit  of  outside  gar- 
ments and  two  suits  of  underclothing,  the  latter  being  regnlaily 
washed  and  ironed  for  them. 

At  night  they  were  locked  up  in  separate  cells  occupying  the  first 
and  second  tiers,  i.  e.  the  tier  on  the  ground  floor  and  the  one  immedi- 
ately above:  the  number  of  prisoners  having  been  increased  to  about 
seventy. 

"See  p.  HHri. 
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They  were  allowed  lights  (eaiulles)  oue  hour  after  the  gas  was  t'trued 
oft,  VIZ,  S  p.  111.,  but  were  iiot  allowed  to  talk  or  make  a  noise  after  the 
convicts  were  locked  up,  viz,  between  5  and  a  p.  m.  They  were  also 
billowed  books. 

At  tirst  their  cells  were  swept  aiid  scrubbed  by  convicts;  afterward 
by  themselves.  Their  night  buckets  and  spittoons— being  allowed 
tobacco — were  always  emptied  and  cleaned  by  convicts. 

All  their  correspondence  passed  under  the  inspection  of  the  militarv 
authorities.     No  persons  were  allowed  to  visit  them  except  on  written 
authority  from  the  military  comuiauder. 
The  sick  were  carefully  provided  for  in  the  prison  hospital. 
After  the  escape  of  Morgan  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
were  kept  coutined  to  their  cells  (in  second  and  third  tiersi,  except  at 
meal  times,  until  the  12th  of  December,  when  the  warden  resumed  the 
custom  of  allowing  them  to  assemble  in  the  liall  for  exercise,  &c. 
Second.  The  precautions  taken  to  guard  the  prisoners: 
I'p  to  the  3d  or  4th  of  Xovember  last  these  prisoners  were  exclusively 
under  the  control  of  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary,  excepting  their 
correspondence  and  visitors.     A  military  guard  of  twenty-seven  men 
was  detailed  daily  and  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  warden.     Durin"- 
the  daytime,  while  the  [irisoners  were  out  of  their  cells,  a  sentinel  was 
placed  at  each  end  of  the  open  space  or  hall  in  which  they  were  allowed 
to  promenade.     The  balance  of  the  guard  were  kept  outside  the  prison 
buildin-,  ready  to  be  called  upon  in  case  of  need.     At  meal  times  an 
additional  guard  was  taken  inside  to  escort  them  to  and  from  the  dinin"-- 
hall  and  watch  them  while  eating.  " 

The  cells  were  inspected  during  the  day  by  one  or  more  of  the  prison 
watchmen. 

After  the  prisoners  were  locked  up  for  night  the  military  guards 
were  dismissed  and  a  prison  watchman  took  exclusive  charo-e  He 
inspected  the  cells  with  a  light  at  stated  periods  during  the  night  and 
remained  constantly  in  the  open  space  around  the  cell  block.  (See 
rejiort  to  Governor  Tod,  p.  20,  aftidavit  of  J,  E.  Watson.*) 

It  was  assumed  that  when  the  prisoners  were  locked  up  in  their  cells 
they  were  perfectly  secured— an  unfortunate  assumption,  as  the  se(|iiel 
proves. 

On  the  -tth  of  Xovember  there  was  a  change  in  this  programme.  By 
an  agreement  between  the  prison  authorities  and  the  military  com- 
mander at  Columbus  (Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  3Iason)  a  new  steward, 
appointed  by  the  latter,  entered  upon  certain  duties  respecting  the 
rebel  prisoners  on  that  day.  What  these  duties  were  is  now  a  matter 
ot  controversy.  The  pri.son  authorities  claim  that  this  new  steward. 
Sergeant  Moon,  by  their  arrangement  with  (ieneral  Mason,  took  the 
])lace  both  of  their  steward  and  their  watchman  in  the  daytime,  and 
that  they  relinquished  all  control  over  these  prisoners  and  their  (luar- 
ters  from  the  time  they  were  let  out  in  the  morning  until  they  were 
locked  up  in  the  evening  ,  report  to  Governor  Tod,  p.3.s,  affidavit  of  war- 
deuT),  while  General  Mason  claims  that  he  never  took  charse  of  these 
prisoners  or  their  ipiarters,  and  that  the  steward  appointed  by  him  was 
placed  under  the  orders  of  the  warden,  exce])t  in  the  matter  of  pur- 
chases lor  the  prisoners  and  their  correspondence.  (Report  to  (lover- 
iior  Tod,  p.  Iti,  General  .Mason's  letter.t) 

From  this  misunderstanding  of  their  respective  responsibilities  the 
usual  critical  inspections  of  the  cells  of  the  prisoners  in  the  daytime 

•  See  p.  U74.  t  .<eu  p.  67tj.  ;  ^^^  p_  570. 
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were  discontinued  from  that  date,  November  4;  in  other  respects  the 
guards  and  discipline  continued  about  as  before  described. 

Third.  The  manner  in  which  the  escape  was  eftVcted: 

In  the  interior  of  the  building  in  which  the  rebel  prisoners  were 
contined  is  a  block  of  masonry  IGO  feet  long  and  20  wide  with  an  open 
space  all  around  11  feet  wide  between  it  and  tlie  exterior  walls.  In 
the  sides  of  this  block  are  live  tiers  of  cells,  thirty  live  in  each  tier, 
each  cell  having  an  iron  latticed  door  opeiiiuy;  out  into  the  open  space  in 
front  of  the  block.  The  upper  tiers  connect  with  the  ball  tioor  by  iron 
stairways  and  narrow  balconies  also  of  iron. 

The  cell  block  is  divided  longitAidinally  by  a  middle  wall  resting  on  a 
foundation  wall  parallel  to  those  of  tiie  sides  of  tlie  block.  Between 
the  inner  surfaces  of  these  foundation  walls  is  a  space  of  six  feet;  over 
this  is  sprung  an  arch  of  brick  eighteen  inches  thick,  with  a  rise  of 
twenty  inches.  This  arch  and  the  "foundation  walls,  with  the  natural 
surface  of  the  ground  below  (which  has  a  gentle  slope  downward  from 
west  to  east  through  the  whole  length  of  the  block),  form  an  air  cham- 
ber underneath  the  first  row  of  cells,  and  extending  east  to  the  exte- 
rior wall  of  the  building,  through  which  is  an  opening  closeil  with  iron, 
bars.  At  the  east  end  of  this  chamber  the  crown  of  the  arch  is  sixty- 
sis  inches  above  the  i;round;  at  tbe  west  end.  thirty  inches.  The  arch 
is  covered  with  mortar  three  inches  tbick  over  the  crown  and  made 
level;  over  this  is  placed  three  inches  of  cement  forming  the  doors  of 
the  cells. 

This  air  chamber  may  readily  be  discovered  by  stamping  on  the  floor 
above.  The  beds  in  the  cells  occupied  by  the  rebel  prisoners  were  on 
the  left  hand  side  of  the  entrance.  I'nder  the  bed  in  cell  No.  i'-,  in  the 
farther  left-hand  corner,  an  elliptical  bole  thirteen  by  fifteen  inches  was 
cut  through  the  cement  and  mortar  and  an  entrance  eti'ected  into  the 
air  chamber  by  removing  some  of  the  bricks  in  tlie  arch.  This  work 
was  done  probably  with  the  prison  table  knives  stolen  for  this  purpose. 
The  clippings  from  the  floor  were  picked  uj)  and  put  in  a  carpet  bag, 
and  this  bag  was  placed  upright  in  the  corner,  covering  the  bole  in  the 
floor.  This  simple  method  of  concealment  was  successfully  practiced 
until  the  escape  was  effected. 

After  access  was  gained  to  the  air  chamber  it  was  explored  with 
lights,  the  prisoners  having  caudles  and  matches.  Tbe  outlet  to  tbe 
chamber  being  closed  by  a  large  bank  of  coal,  the  rebels  concluded  to 
dig  a  lateral  passage  out  to  and  under  the  exterior  wall  of  the  prison 
building.  To  do  this  they  dug  under  the  foundation  wall  of  the  cell 
block,  removed  some  of  tbe  bottom  stones,  and  then  worked  out  an 
irregular  arch  tlirough  that  wall,  then  they  dug  a  narrow  passage 
through  the  earth  between  tbe  foundation  wall  "f  the  cell  block  and 
tbe  foundation  wall  of  tbe  prison  building.  This  latter  wall  was  then 
undermiue<l,  some  of  the  stones  removed,  and  a  hole  made  through  it. 
The  earth  and  stones  excavated  were  taken  back  into  tbe  air  chamber 
by  means  of  a  small  coal  box  and  a  cord.  Having  gotten  outside  the 
foundation  wall  of  the  prison  building,  a  vertical  pit  was  run  up  to  near 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  In  tbe  meantime  tbe  bricks  and  mortar 
were  removed  from  tbe  crown  of  the  arch  of  the  air  chamber  iu  six 
places  leading  into  six  other  rdls  and  a  portion  of  the  cement  was  also 
cut  away  from  below,  leaving  only  a  thin  crust  which  could  be  readily 
broken  by  a  pressure  of  a  foot  from  above.  Tbe  cell  floors  being  cold 
and  damp,  one  board  was  allowed  in  each  to  stand  on;  this  board  i)ro- 
tected  the  weakened  part  of  tbe  floor  from  accident. 

On  tbe  night  of  Novendni- -7  John  ^Morgan  managed  to  exchange 
cells  with  his  brother  Dick,  without  being  discovered  (John's  cell  was 
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111  the  second  tier,  Dick's  in  the  first).  Tlie  wiirdeu  iufoniied  me  that  he 
thought  this  change  could  liave  becu  easily  made  at  any  time,  as 
John  Morgan  and  his  brother  Dick  are  about  of  a  size  and  build,  and 
as  no  special  attention  has  ever  been  given  to  see  that  the  prisoners 
were  in  their  own  cells,  the  custom  being  to  have  the  inmate  pull  his 
cell  door  to  when  the  turnkey  came  around  to  hick  up  for  night; 
that  was  the  proot  that  the  prisoner  was  within,  and  the  whole  number 
locked  up  Ijeing  reported,  if  this  number  agreed  with  the  number  of 
laisoners,  all  was  right. 

.lolin  Morgan  being  in  the  desired  cell,  the  plan  of  escape  was  ripe 
Inr  execution.  Dummies  made  of  extra  clothing  and  bedding  were  put 
into  the  cots  to  represent  the  occupants  abed:  the  latter  then  gently 
broke  through  the  shell  of  a  tlooring  and  decended  into  the  air  chamber. 
The  pit  outside  the  prison  building  was  opened  to  the  surface  and 
.Mi>rgan  and  his  -'six  Confederates"  were  in  the  ])risou  yard,  but  had 
still  a  wall  of  about  twenty  feet  in  height  to  scale  before  they  would  be 
Irce.  This  was  accomplished  by  means  of  ropes  which  they  had  manu- 
factured for  the  purpose  out  of  bedticks,  towels,  &c.  It  is  supposed 
that  by  climbing  upon  a  gate  a  rope  was  thrown  over  the  wall  so  that 
one  man  got  up  and  secured  the  rope  ladder  and  then  the  others  jiassed 
over  easily. 

From  a  note  left  in  the  air  chamber,  addressed  to  the  warden  of  the 
penitentiary,  it  appears  that  Capt.  T.  Uenry  Hiues  was  the  chief  engi- 
neer: that  the  work  was  commenced  in  his  cell  (No.  -0)  on  the  4th  of 
November:  was  prosecuted  three  hours  a  day  and  completed  November 
-0.     A  copy  of  this  note  is  appended,  marked  13. 

Fifth  [Fourth.]  Upon  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  the  escape  ot 
Moigan: 

It  is  claimed  by  the  warden  and  directors  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary 
that  their  custody  and  control  of  the  rebel  prisoners,  during  the  day, 
ceased  on  and  after  the  4th  of  November,  ISGo;  also  that  the  escape 
could  not  have  been  effected  in  the  manner  it  was  had  the  prisoners 
remained  under  their  charge,  for  the  reason  that  the  cells  would  then 
have  been  inspected  daily.     iSee  their  printed  statement  ajipended.*) 

The  entry  of  November  3  in  the  record  book  of  the  prison  (report  to 
Go\ernor  Tod,  pp.  14  and  1.'):  also  p.  I'l,  Ai  does  not  show  that  the 
warden  and  directors  proposed  or  desired  to  relinquish  tlie  custody  of 
the  rebel  prisoners  to  (General  Mason.  Nor  does  any  subsequent  entry 
show  that  such  custody  was  ever  relin(|uished  by  them. 

The  affidavit  of  Major  Skiles  (report  to  Governor  Tod,  p.  26,  Gt)  shows 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  warden's  jirevious  opinion  he  was, 
by  his  own  admission,  '-responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  rebel  otMcers" 
from  and  after  November  I'O. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavits  of  Captain  Lamb  and  Lieutenant  Goss 
(report  to  Governor  Tod,  pp.  l.'.:;-l.'5,  E  and  F+)  that  the  warden  attributed 
the  escape  of  Morgan  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  having 
the  cells  swept  out  daily  by  convicts  under  charge  of  a  prison  keejjer; 
also  that  this  discontinuance  was  by  order  of  the  prison  authorities. 

A  party  of  convicts  under  charge  of  \Vatclimau  Scott  did,  liowever, 
visit  the  cells  of  thes  '.  prisoners  daily  and  take  away  their  night  buckets, 
clean  and  return  them.     (Report  to  i.iovernor  Tod.  p.  .14.) 

It  also  appears  that  said  Scott  locked  up  the  rebel  prisoners  or  a 
portion  of  them  on  the  evening  of  the  escape.  (Report  to  Governor 
Tod.  p.  7.) 

In  view  of  the  evitlence  and  facts  here  presenteil  it  is  dilKcult  to 
relieve  the  officers  of  the  penitentiary  from  all  responsibility  in  the 

'  See  p.  730.  :  Sor  p.  til'J. 
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custody  of  the  rebel  piisouera,  or  to  exonerate  them  fiom  all  bhime  in 
the  escape  of  Morj;au,  even  admitting  that  all  the  preparatory  work  tor 
escape  was  done  in  the  daytime,  which  seems  hardly  probable,  par- 
ticularly the  first  step— the  cutting  through  the  Hoor  in  cell  No.  l.'0. 

The  affidavits  ot  the  officers  of  the  penitentiary  (report  to  Governor 
Tod,  p.  36  and  following*)  are  entirely  at  variance  with  the  statement 
of  General  Mason.  (Report  to  Governor  Tod,  p.  lli.t)  The  latter  is 
strongly  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  Major  Skiles  (report  to  Governor 
Tod,  p.  2Gt),  while  the  former  are  sustained  by  the  afddavlt  of  the  watch- 
man— Scott.     (Keport  to  Governor  Tod,  p.  o3.i) 

Doubtless  all  these  statements  were  made  iu  good  faith,  but  they 
illustrate  but  too  plainly  the  great  impropriety  of  intrusting  ]>ublic 
interests  of  importance  to  the  infirmities  of  humau  memory  when  it  can 
be  avoided.  Had  the  agreement  between  General  Mason  and  the 
prison  authorities  been  reduced  to  writing  and  put  on  record  both 
parties  would  have  distinctly  understood  their  resiionsibilities  and 
doubtless  each  would  have  faithfully  discharged  its  duties. 

Taking,  however,  General  Mason's  own  statement  as  a  guide,  it 
would  have  been  eminently  proper  and  quite  withiu  the  legitimate 
sphere  of  his  duties  for  him  to  have  ordered,  after  the  4th  of  November, 
])eriodical  inspections  of  the  rebel  prisoners  and  their  quarters  by  a 
reliable  commissioned  officer  of  his  staff. 

Lieutenant  .Judkins,  of  General  Masou's  stall',  had  charge  of  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  rebel  prisoners  after  the  4th  of  November  and  nuide  pur- 
chases for  them.  In  some  of  these  purchases  he  was  extremely  indiscreet, 
providing  them  with  watch  spring  saws  (report  of  Captain  Lamb  and 
Lieutenant  Goss  appended,  marked  C),  with  which  all  the  bolts  and 
bars  in  the  prison  could  have  beeu  sawn  asunder.  It  is  not  known 
that  any  improper  use  was  made  of  these  tools,  but  had  there  been  no 
bank  of  coal  at  the  mouth  of  the  air  chamber  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  they  would  have  beeu  used  in  removing  the  iron  bars  closing  it. 
That  a  high  value  was  placed  upon  these  saws  by  the  prisoners  tiiem- 
selves  is  patent  from  the  fact  that  they  were  found  carefully  hid  away. 

The  affidavit  of  Sergeant  Moon  (report  to  Governor  Tod,  pp.  27,  28, |) 
difl'ers  somewhat  from  General  Mason"s  statement  respecting  him. 
(Report  to  Governor  Tod,  p.  17. t) 

If  this  sergeant  is  an  honest  man  he  can  hardly  be  considered  a 
close  observer;  certainly  not  a  shrewd  detective;  tor  whether  General 
Mason  or  the  warden  of  the  i^enitentiary  had  the  custody  of  the  rebel 
X)risi)ners  Sergeant  Moon  was  certainly  placed  in  the  immediate  charge 
and  control  of  them.  It  was  his  place  to  be  generally  present  with 
them  in  the  daytime,  to  see  that  they  were  properly  caretl  for  anil  duly 
•watched.  If  the  hole  through  the  tloor  in  cell  No.  20  was  cut  in  the  day- 
time, he  ought  to  have  discovered  the  men  while  at  the  work  utiles^  he 
was  criminally  blind.  I  am,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  this  hole  was 
cut  after  the  prisoners  were  locked  uj),  notwithstanding  the  contrary 
oiiinion  of  Watson,  the  watchman.  (Report  to  Governor  Tod,  p.  32.*) 
It  is  plain,  however,  that  the  main  work  below  was  done  in  the  daytime, 
and  that  the  men  engaged  in  it  passed  through  cell  No.  20  into  the  air 
chamber.  That  cell  must  necessarily  have  possessed  unusual  interest 
to  the  rebel  prisoners,  and  it  is  very  hard  to  conceive  that  no  suspicions 
circumstances  surrounded  it  during  all  the  time,  over  three  weeks, 
between  the  commencement  of  the  work  and  the  e>ca[>e. 

When  I  wished  to  examine  Sergeant  IMoon  on  these  points  I  learned 
that  he  had  been  sent  to  Chattanooga   with  a  party  of  soldiers,  but 

*  Seo  p.  674.  ;  See  p.  672.  ||  See  p.  073. 

t  See  p.  670.  \\  Sre  p.  675. 
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would  return  to  Oolumbiis  after  awhile.  I  learued.  however,  from 
Colonel  Wallace,  the  present  military  commander  at  Columbus,  that 
Sergeant  Moon  took  the  watch  of  Ceueral  John  Morgan  to  a  jeweler's 
in  Columbus  to  be  repaired  on  the  day  of  his  escape  (November  1'7),  and 
did  not  ask  for  permission  to  do  so,  as  was  required  by  orders.  He 
called  for  the  watch  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  but  it  had  not 
been  repaired  then;  he  called  tor  it  several  times  the  next  ilay,  when 
Colonel  Wallace,  hearing  of  it,  toolc  ixi.ssessiou  of  the  watch  himself. 
This  circumstance  shows  at  least  that  the  sergeant  held  improper  inter- 
course with  .John  Morgan. 

Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration.  I  think  Sergeant  Moon  is 
justly  chargeable  with  neglect  of  duty  and  liable  to  suspicion  of  com- 
plicity in  tlie  escape  of  Morgan. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  plain  that  from  the  loose  arrangements  between 
the  prison  antiioiities  and  the  military  commander  resulted  a  divided 
and  undetined  responsibility,  and  tlien  naturally  followed  a  relaxation 
of  vigilance,  which  the  prisoners  had  the  address  to  turn  to  their  own 
account. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

().  A.  MACK, 
}[ajor  and  Aklecle  Camp. 

Appendix  A. 

Copy  of  letter  of  instfuctiom. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washinqton,  December  .:.',  1863. 
Maj.  O.  A.  Mack,  U.  S.  Army.  Wti^hlnyton.  I>.  C. : 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  ('olumbus, 
Ohio,  and  imiuiro  into  the  circumstances  of  the  recent  escape  of  .John 
.Morgan,  a  rebel  jirisoner,  from  contiiiemeut  at  that  place.  Ascertain 
the  mode  in  which  he  and  his  fellow-prisoners  were  treated  while  in 
continenicnt;  the  precautious  taken  to  guard  them,  and  upon  whom 
rests  the  responsibility  of  the  escape  of  Morgan. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Tod  is  requoted  to  aid  Vdu  in  making  this 
investigation;  having  completed  which  you  will  return  to  this  city  and 
make  your  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res[)ectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWXSEXI), 
Assistant  Adjutant-denrrah 

Appeniuk  B. 

Copy  {made  from   >nemory)  of  )ii,te  for  irarden  of  Ohio  pfuifiiitian/  left 
ill   the  air  I  hinnlji  r. 

Superscription:   ••iron.-  \\]  N.  .Mciion,  the  watchful,  the  vigilant. 

••Castle  Merion,  ('ell  No.  jo. 
"Commenced  work  November  -i;  number  of  hours  worked  per  day, 
three;    completed    work    November  S;    toi.j.s.  two  small  knives.     'La 
patience  est  iimcrc,  inais  son  fruit  est  iIuhj-.'  * 
"By  order  of  my  six  confederates: 

"T.  HENRY  HINES, 

'^  Captain,  C.  «V.  Army."' 

"Patiencij  is  bitter,  but  ita  fruit  is  swuet. 
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Frintecl  statement  of  officers  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary. 

Office  Ohio  Penitentiary, 

Columbus,  December  4,  1863. 
Editors  Ohio  State  Journal: 

The  officers  of  this  institution  have  been  blamed  tor  the  escape  of 
John  Morgan  and  six  of  his  confederates.  .Justice  requires  of  as  the 
following  statement: 

On  the  lid  or  3d  of  November  General  John  S.  Mason  and  the 
directors  and-  warden  had  a  conference  on  the  propriety  of  placing  the 
prisoners  of  war  under  military  government.  It  was  then  agreed  that 
General  John  S.  Mason  should  continue  rhe  military  guard  aud  also 
appoint  a  surgeon,  who  should  attend  to  the  sick,  and  a  camp  steward, 
who  should  see  that  the  cells  were  examined  and  cleaned  and  attend 
to  all  the  wants  of  the  prisoners. 

In  pursuance  of  this  agreement  General  Mason  immediately  appointed 
a  surgeon  and  steward,  and  the  warden  paid  to  him  the  money  belong- 
ing to  the  prisoners  of  war  in  bis  hands.  From  this  tiuje  the  officers 
of  the  i)rison  did  not  examine  the  cells,  nor  did  they  consider  it  their 
duty  to  do  so. 

We  do  not  say  that  the  prisoners  would  not  have  escajied  had  they 
continued  under  our  charge,  but  we  do  say  that  they  could  not  have 
escaped  in  the  manner  they  did  had  they  continued  in  our  charge,  for 
the  reason  that  while  in  our  charge  every  cell  was  examined  daily. 

X.  MERIOX, 

Warden. 
THOS.  SPARROW, 
J.  J.  WOOD, 

Directors. 


.^5,000  re/rard. 

Hkadquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Dectmber  3,  lS6o. 
Additional  reward  for  the  arrest  of  John  H.  Morgan. 
I  am  authorized  by  the  Governor  of  Ohio  to  increase  the  reward  for 
the  apprehension  and  delivery  to  the  U.  S.  military  authorities  of  the 
rebel  Cieueral  John  H.  Morgan  to  83,000,  wliith  sum  will  be  promptly 
paid  upon  his  delivery  as  above. 

WM.  WALLACE, 
Colonel.  Fifteenth    Ohio   Volunteer  Infantry,  Commtntdinij. 


Printed  lefttr  of  Corrrnor    Tod  in   n-arden  of  the   Ohio  penitentiary. 

Thk  Sta'I'e  of  <»hi(i.  ICxecutiye  Department. 

Columbus,  December  11,  ISiJS. 
y.  Merion,  Esi[.,   Warden   if  Penitentiary : 

Dear  Sir:  Deeply  chagrined  and  mortifieil  as  I  was  to  hear  of  the 
escaiie  of  John  Morgan  and  si\  other  Confederate  prisoners.  I  am  glad 
to  know  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Wright  and  Hott'man,  just  handed 
to  me,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  to  be  found  of  fiautl  or 
corruption  on  the  part  of  the  ollicrrs.  either  civil  or  military,  concerned 
in  their  custody,  nor  on  the  part  ot'  any  individual  or  citizen  without  or 
within  tlie  prison;  but  that  thr  sole  reason  for  their  escai)e  is  to  be 
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tbuud  iu  the  misuuderstanding  of  General  Mason  and  yourself  as  to 
wLicb  of  you  should,  after  the  3d  of  November,  be  responsible  for  and 
have  the  care  of  the  inspection  of  the  cells. 

To  avoid  danger  of  a  like  occurrence  I  have  now  to  request  that  you 
take  upon  yourself  the  entire  charge  and  responsibility  of  the  safe- 
keeping of  these  prisoners.  That  you,  and  you  alone,  select  and  employ 
all  guards  and  other  assistants  which  you  may  deem  necessary  for  a 
faithful  and  vigilant  discharge  of  this  duty.  You  are  at  liberty  to  make 
requisitions  upon  me  for  everything  necessary  to  enable  you  to  comply 
with  this  request,  and  it  shall  be  i)roraptly  forwarded  to  you.  I  have 
furnished  Colonel  Wallace,  commander  of  this  post,  with  a  coi)y  of  tliis 
letter  of  instructions  and  (lirected  him  to  conform  his  a<'tions  thereto, 
liespectfnlly,  yours, 

DAVID  TOD, 

Gorenior. 
Appendix  V. 

IlEAD(,irARTERS    U .    S.    FORCES, 

d'oluiiibiiK,  Ohio,  Deceiuber  1'-.',  1S63. 
Col.  William  Wallace, 

Fi/tetnth  Oliio  \'i>l.  [ii/aiitry,  Coiitdij.,  ('alnmbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  your  ordeis  I  proceeded  on  the  morning 
of  the  I'd  day  of  December  to  tlie  Ohio  penitentiary,  with  Lieut.  M.  W. 
(ioss.  to  search  the  persons,  clothes,  and  cells  of  the  rebel  prisoners  of 
war  now  confined  there. 

The  examination  lasted  over  and  occupied  most  of  three  days.  The 
prisoners  were  stripped  and  their  clothing  and  persons  examined,  their 
cells  thoroughly  searched  and  all  their  clothes  and  baggage  removed. 
We  found  Confederate  money  in  sums  varying  from  i-5  to  ■jl.l'OO,  gold 
and  silver  watches,  pocket  knives,  and  pipes.  From  one  was  taken  $L'0 
iu  U.  ti.  money,  from  another  842.7.")  in  gold  and  silver,  which  had  been 
concealed  in  a  cravat  and  a  boot,  t^ome  other  small  sums  of  U.  S. 
money  were  found,  but  no  attempt  had  been  made  at  concealment. 

We  also  found  three  steel  frames  for  using  spring  saws,  and  some 
thirty-five  saws,  very  tine,  and  tempered  to  cut  steel  or  iron,  which  were 
founcl  in  lots  of  live  to  one  dozen.  These  frames  and  saws  were  bought 
lor  and  given  to  the  prisoners  by  Lieutenant  Judkius,  aide-de-camp  on 
(ieneial  .Mason's  staff,  to  assist  them  in  making  rings  and  trinkets  of 
bone,  gutta-percha,  >.*\;c.  An  examination  of  the  bars,  locks, and  catches 
showed  that  they  had  not  been  used  improperly.  We  found  the  cells 
very  dirty,  not  having  been  swept  for  some  weeks,  nor  an  examination 
made  of  them  by  the" prison  authorities.  Their  cells  were  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  all  their  surplus  baggage  and  clothes  packed  up,  labeled, 
and  removetl.  limiting  each  man  to  a  change  of  clothing. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servants, 

i;.   LAMB, 
('(ipliiin  Hint  Aiiic-de-Camp. 
.M.  W.  (iOSS, 
First   TAtiiteiuiiit  and  Aidcde-Cantp. 

Appendix  D. 

Intercepted   letter  from   Dick  Mor(juii   to   Miss   SalUe  0.   Warjield,  Le.r- 
ini/ton,  A"//. 

Dece^iber  ."),  1863. 
My  Deau  Sallie:   I  will  endeavor  to  write  you  a  letter,  but  fear  it 
will  not  prove veryinteresting,  for  1  am  not  in  the  very  best  humor  and 
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iny  liauds  are  so  cold  I  can  scarcely  hold  a  pen.  and  know  that  before  I 
tiiiisli  this  to  iiiglit  will  have  to  warm  them  over  the  gas,  for  it's  the 
nearest  approach  to  tire  we  have,  having  been  kept  locked  up  iu  our 
cells  (except  for  two  meals  per  day)  ever  since  John's  escape,  a  week 
since. 

So  far  we  have  gotten  along  very  mnch  better  than  I  expected,  sup- 
posing that  from  our  close  contiuemenC  to  the  cells  a  great  many  would 
have  suffered  from  rheunnitism,  iSrc.  Some  two  or  three  of  the  older 
officers  have  been  uiade  quite  sick,  but  there  is  no  help  for  it,  as  they 
are  no  longer  allowed  to  be  treated  in  the  hospital.  What  may  yet  be 
the  result  if  we  are  kept  iu  our  cells  much  longer  I  am  afraid  to  say. 
Being  l)lessed  with  au  excellent  constitution,  I  have  had  the  gi)od  for- 
tune to  enjoy  excellent  health  since  my  imprisoumeut  and  manage  to 
pass  the  day  very  well,  reading,  singing,  aud  whistling  in  a  very  low 
tone,  exercising  as  much  as  we  can  iu  a  room  seven  by  three  aud  six 
feet  deep.  It  would  be  some  consolation  if  I  were  |)eniiitted  to  talk  to 
my  next  cell  neighbor,  but  this  is  strictly  forbidden,  aud  if  I  am  caught 
at  it  will  be  i)ut  in  the  '■l)lack  hole,"  a  place  even  smaller  than  our  cells 
and  where  one  cau  scarcely  breathe,  ;fs  I  have  been  informed  by  some 
of  my  brother  otticers  who  have  had  the  honor  of  visiting  this  secluded 
spot,  who  were  placed  there  tor  sucli  offeuses  as  reading  a  paper  or 
talking  in  a  loud  voice.  It  was  only  a  few  nights  since  that  one  of  the 
officers  was  caught  at  ni.uht  telling  his  next  cell  neighbor  the  day  of 
the  month,  when  he  was  taken  to  the  "  hole"  and  not  even  jjcrmitted 
to  take  a  blanket  with  him,  and  a  bitter  cold  night,  too.  Just  to  thiuk, 
this  has  to  be  submitted  to  without  a  murmur  or  yon  are  kept  longer 
for  complaining.  This  punishment  is  always  iutiicted  by  some  of  the 
penitentiary  guard,  whose  duty  during  the  day  is  to  guard  the  convicts 
at  work  and  for  amusement  at  night  to  detect  some  of  us  iufriiiging 
some  peuiteutiary  rule.  Is  not  this  pretty  iiard  to  bear?  And  still  there 
is  no  help  for  it.  Should  we  coin[iIaiu  to  the  military  authorities  their 
reiily  is,  generally,  '•  Make  your  comi)laints  known  in  writing,"  which, 
when  done,  is  the  last  heard  from  it. 

fo  day  I  asked  Captain  Lamb,  aide  de-camp  to  the  commandant  of 
this  post,  by  whose  authority  it  was  we  were  kept  in  solitary  contine 
ment.  His' reply  was  '■  that  he  did  not  know  whether  by  military  |or) 
State,  or  by  orders  of  the  warden  of  this  penitentiary."  So,  yon  see, 
between  hawk  and  buzzard  we  are  pretty  well  picked  before  going 
through  all  thei-i'  hands. 

Four  days  since  we  were  visited  by  two  ofiQcers,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
inspect,  which  I  assure  you  they  did  most  effectually — takiug  away  all 
the  clothes  which  they  had  permitted  us  to  purchase;  also  money, 
watches,  knives,  postage  stamps,  tobacco,  pipes,  and  various  other  arti- 
cles too  numerous  to  mention;  suffice  it  to  say,  everything.  -Olan's 
inhumanity  to  man,  iS:c." 

I  have  often  heard  our  soldiers  complain  of  their  ill-treatment  iu 
]S'<nthern  prisons,  and  always  made  allowance  for  exaggeratinn.  but 
since  1  have  exi)erienced  a  little  of  their  conduct  toward  prisoners 
it  will  most  certainly  have  a  great  indueiice  on  my  own  cmuluct  toward 
any  prisoners  I  may  e\'er  take  should  I  be  so  silly  as  to  do  so. 

I  am  forming  resolutions  for  the  future,  I  think,  rather  prematurely, 
don't  you  think  so  '.'  and  had  better  wait  until  I  get  out  of  this,  of  which 
I  see  very  little  prospect  at  present  unless  John  has  reached  Richmond 
and  cau  there  make  some  arrangement  for  exchange  or  succeed  in  hav- 
ing ns  placed  in  some  other  prison  where  we  cau  receive  such  treatment 
as  is  generally  extended  toward  prisoners  of  war. 
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Now  to  warm  my  hands  over  the  gas.  Since  my  bands  Have  become 
somewhat  thawed  I  will  tell  you  how  John  escaped.  He  occupied  a  cell 
oil  the  second  range  and  I  one  on  the  lower  range,  which  is  on  a  level 
with  the  ground.  Immediately  under  the  lower  range  there  is  an  arch 
of  brick  upon  which  tlie  cells  are  huilt;  the  thickness  trom  the  tioor  of 
the  cell  t(i  the  arch  is  abdut  two  feet  ;ind  a  half.  A  hole  was  cut  through 
the  cell  adjoining  mine.  When  the  arch  was  reached,  large  enough  for 
:i  uian  til  stand  in,  six  otlicers  were  let  into  the  secret  and  each  pertormed 
their  turn  of  duty  each  day,  <iiggiug  with  knives  in  the  direction  of  the 
main  wall.  Finding  it  too  compact  to  cut  through,  it  was  determined 
to  nune  under  it,  which  was  done  until  they  reached  within  six  inches 
of  the  surface  of  the  grouTid  in  an  adjoining  yar<l,  which  was  surrounded 
by  walls  at  least  twenty  feet  High.  They  maile  a  rope  of  the  bed  cloth- 
ing, and  the  night  they  proposed  escaping  I  exchanged  cells  with  John, 
i  forgot  to  mention  that  as  soon  as  the>  had  mined  beyond  the  wall  of 
this  building  holes  were  cut  through  the  tioor  of  seven  cells  into  the 
arch. 

Just  after  the  night  watch  had  gone  the  rounds  (about  half  past  9 
p.  ra.)  they  passed  into  the  arch  and  removed  this  six  inches  of  earth, 
which  placed  them  in  the  adjoining  yard,  and  ou  a  shed  two  of  the 
stoutest  placed  a  third,  who  succeeded  in  reaching  the  top  of  the  wall, 
where  the  rope  was  fastened.  They  then  jiassed  over  this  and  found 
themselves  still  inside  of  the  main  wall  sarrnundiiig  the  penitentiary, 
which  they  succeedcil  in  scaling  with  the  assistance  of  their  rope  aiicl 
a  gate.  Their  escape  was  not  found  out  till  next  morning  about  7 
o'clock,  when,  seeing  the  cell  I  occupied  vacant,  they  thought  I  had 
gone,  and  uere  very  much  delighted  when  they  went  to  John's  cell,  and, 
seeing  me  u\,  there.  suppo>ed  it  was  him:  but  how  lilauk  they  looked  a 
short  time  atterward  when  they  saw  their  mistake  and  that  the  bird 
had  tlown. 

Flow  they  succeeded  in  doing  all  this  work  without  being  found  ont 
is  wonderful,  for  there  is  always  some  of  the  otiicials  present,  and  not 
exceeding  eight  of  us  knew  it  until  two  days  previous  to  their  escape, 
altliough  they  had  been  at  work  for  nearly  a  nirit'j.  Many  a  sleepless 
hour  did  I  spend,  fearing  tletectiou,  and  1  aever  spent  time  in  such  hor- 
rible suspense  as  the  hour  previous  and  the  two  hours  succeeding  their 
departure. 

('aptains  Sheldon  and  Taylor,  who  escajied  at  the  same  time,  were 
recaptured  at  or  near  Louisville  and  were  brought  back  here  to-day, 
and  aie  in  the  penitentiary  somewhere — [wherefl  can't  say,  but  sup- 
pose in  the  black  hole.  Was  ever  sucu  treatment  heard  of?  Punish- 
inu-  a  prisoner  for  attempting  to  make  his  escape  when  by  all  civili/.ed 
nations  it  is  considered  leuitiinate  for  a  prisoner  to  make  his  escape,  if 
possible,  even  with  the  life  of  his  guard,  if  he  ran  eHect  it  I 

About  six  weeks  since  two  of  oiu  ottieeis  were  betraved  hv  a  soldier 
at  Camp  Chase  whom  rliey  had  ]iai(l  to  assist  theiii'otf.  They  were 
liandcuffed,  bnuight  to  (/olumlnis.  mid  phiccd  in  jail  with  negroes, 
thieves,  and  Yankee  deserters,  and  airerward  were  marched  through 
the  street  to  this  place,  and  on  their  way  were  hooted  and  thrown  at  by 
the  rabble.  What's  your  opinion  now,  dear  Sallie,  of  the  [leople  cotii- 
posing  what  they  call  •■the  greate>t  country  the  sun  ever  shone  on  .'" 

John's  not  having  been  heard  from  leads' me  to  believe  he  has  made 
good  his  escape. and  presume  by  the  time  you  receive  this  lie  will  have 
reached  Richmond,  where  if  our  exchange  cannot  be  etiected  he  may 
succeed  in  having  the  same  treatment  meted  out  to  our  prisoners  as  they 
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do  to  US.    He  was  not  allowed  to  communicate  our  condition  to  our  Gov- 
ernment when  he  was  here,  and  still  our  Government  allows  the  friends 
of  prisoners  held  by  them  to  send  clothing,  edibles,  &c.,  to  them.' 
Truly, 

SlINDAY,  9   A.  JI. 

I  was  never  more  astonished  in  ray  life  than  I  was  just  now  when  I 
went  in  to  breakfast,  when  I  heard  that  Basil,  Cally,  and  two  other 
officers  had  been  put  in  the  "black  bole"  for  talking  last  night  and 
were  caught  by  one  of  the  penitentiary  attaches.  They  were  all 
released  this  morning  except  Basil,  who  they  say  is  not  humble  enough 
yet  to  let  out.  I  suppose  he  will  remain  there  until  Monday,  if  not 
longer.  Cally  says  it  is  the  most  terrible  place  he  was  ever  in  and  was 
covered  with  green  mold  when  he  came  out.  Is  not  this  terrible? 
To  be  taken  up  when  you  least  expect  it  and  subjected  to  such  infa- 
mous punishment.  Do  not  speak  of  this  for  fear  ma  might  hear  it 
and  would  only  make  her  unhappy  and  do  no  good.  This  treatment 
will  profit  the  Yankees  when  we  get  out.  Cally  says  he  was  not  talk- 
ing, so  you  see  it  makes  very  little  difference  whether  it  is  the  innocent 
or  guilty  they  pnuish,  just  so  it  is  some  Confederate  officer  to  vent 
tiieir  spite  upon. 


The  State  vf  (Jnio,  Executive  Department, 

Columbus.  December  11,  1863. 
Colonel  Wai, lace.  Commander,  Ac: 

Herewith  you  have  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  to  N.'Merion,  esq., 
warden  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  relating  to  the  care  and  keeping  of 
the  rebel  prisoners  therein  con  lined,  and  I  ask  that  you  conform  your 
action  thereto. 

It  is  entirely  impracticable  to  have  any  divided  responsibility  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  and  as  the  warden  has  the  sole  charge  of  the 
convict  prisoners  confined  within  the  same  walls  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  tliat  he  have  the  charge  of  the  rebel  prisoners.  All  requisi- 
tions made  upon  me  by  the  warden  for  aid  or  assistance  within  your 
power  as  military  commander  at  this  post  will,  after  approval,  be 
referred  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

DAVID  TOD. 

Governor. 


Headqi"arteks  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  December  1.9,  iSfhi. 
Brig.  den.  W.  If.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  In  view  of  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  my 
possession  belonging  to  the  command  of  Major-General  Franklin,  my 
inability  to  supply  them  with  the  clothing  and  blankets  necessary  to 
prevent  great  suffering  to  them,  and  the  difficulty  of  furnishing  tiiem 
with  subsistence  ami  guarding  them,  I  proposed  to  General  Franklin 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  meet  one  of  his  own  appointment  to  nego- 
tiate for  the  exchange  of  these  prisoners  as  far  as  he  had  prisoners  in 
his  hands  belonging  to  my  command  and  to  deliver  the  excess,  with 

'  Reuiaiuiier  of  letter,  containing  strictly  personal  m.atter,  here  omitted. 
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suitable  agreements  as  to  the  observance  ot"  tlieir  paroles  and  recogni- 
tion thereof  by  Major  General  Banks.  Accordingly,  this  proposition 
was  accepted  by  General  Franklin,  and  he  appointed  Colonel  Moli- 
neux.  inspector  general  on  his  statt',  to  meet  Major  Levy,  inspector- 
general  on  my  stafl',  and  these  otlicers.  meeting  at  a  point  near  New 
Iberia,  agreed  upon  a  cartel,  of  which  the  following  is  a  substance: 

All  the  ofticers  held  respectively  by  General  Franklin  and  myself 
have  been  exchanged,  ofhcer  for  officer  of  like  grades,  and  the  excess 
of  otHcers  on  the  basis  established  in  the  old  cartel  agreetl  upon  between 
Coinmissidners  tlill  and  Dix  in  18(J2.  Tnder  this  agreement  an  aggre- 
gate of  1157  Federal  prisoners  are  exchanged  and  314  C.  S.  prisoners. 
The  excess  in  my  hands,  numbering  about  4.30,  are  to  be  delivered  to 
(ieneral  Franklin  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  their  paroles 
are  to  be  held  binding,  and  that  in  the  event  of  their  not  being  recog- 
nized by  the  r'uited  States  Government  the  prisoners  are  to  be 
returned'  to  me:  this  excess  thus  delivered  not  to  be  included  in  any 
general  exchange  without  my  consent.  The  approval  of  General  Hanks 
has  been  given  to  the  arrangement  and  agreements,  and  all  the  pris- 
oners are  now  eu  route  to  the  point  of  delivery,  (ieneral  Banks  has 
also  agreed  to  ajipoint  a  commissioner  to  meet  one  of  my  appointment 
to  agree  upon  the  terms  of  a  cartel,  which  shall  embrace  the  exchange 
and  delivery  of  these  prisoners  who  have  been  heretofore  captured  from 
our  respective  romnuiuds,-and  also  those  who  may  hereafter  be  cap- 
tared.  I  have  already  submitted  to  General  Banks  the  basis  on  which 
I  am  willing  to  enter  into  that  cartel. 

I  desire  to  be  informed  if  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  wishes 
me  to  include  in  the  cartel  the  exchange  and  delivery  of  all  prisoners 
who  may  have  been  or  may  be  captured  from  Major-General  Magru- 
der's  command,  as  we  have  a  large  excess  in  our  favor,  and  General 
Banks  is  o]ierating  in  General  Magruder's  district  as  well  as  mine.  I 
have  no  doulit  the  arrangement  to  include  captures  from  his  command 
will  be  made. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

R.  TAYL(JR, 
Major- (Ieneral,  Com maiiiling. 


Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  V.  S.  agent  of  exchange,  denies  that  he 
has  complauied  to  his  ( iovei  innent  (^f  tlu'  non-delivery  of  clothing  as 
intimated  in  a  letter  from  General  Winder  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd. 
U.  8.  prisoner  of  war. 

December  19,  18i'..3. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  BrigadierGenoral   Winder.     I  will  thank 
General  Winder  to  return  this  paper  to  me  when  he  is  done  with  it. 

i;0.  OULD. 
Ai/eiit  of  Exeluinge. 


HEADofAKTERS    FORT    DELAWARE.  DEL.. 

Ihcembvr  ,>ii,  l^ilo. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissar\j-( ieneral  of  Prisonerfi,  Wasliington,  I).  C: 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  14th  instant,  ordering 
a  bill  report  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  erecting  a  contagions  hospi- 
tal on  the  Jersey  shore,  I   have  the  lionor  to  inclose  surgeon's  report. 
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which  exhibits  a  great  reduction  not  only  in  the  number,  but  also  in  the 
form  of  the  disease.  The  total  number  ot  patients  in  the  contagious  hos- 
pital this  day  is  only  113;  in  October  and  November  it  was  over  200. 
My  letter  of  the  7th  instant  to  you,  and  that  of  Doctor  Sillnnan,  of 
November  5,  to  the  Surgeon-General,  advises  the  erection  of  a  tent  hos- 
pital on  tlie  Jersey  shore,  which  I  will  have  done  as  soon  as  Surgeon 
Sillimaii  advises  me  to  do  so.  On  account  of  the  great  abatement  of 
the  disease  I  have  ample  hospital  room  here,  and  Doctor  Silliman  and 
myself  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  erection  of  a  new  frame  hospital 
would  be  a  useless  and  unnecessary  expense,  and  before  it  could  be 
accomplished  the  disease  will  most  probably  have  entirely  disappeared. 
Awaiting  your  final  decision  in  this  matter, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 

Post  Hospital,  Fort  Delan-are,  December  17,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with. instructions  received  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  you  the  following  report,  viz: 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  contagious  hospital  from 
September  1,  1803,  to  December  17,  1863,  520. 


September 


I     November.    jDeeember  1-17. 


.ui^d. ;  D-"-    mnL. ;  "-I-  \  mui^.  I  D-O-  I  m^.  \  D-<'- 


Variola 

Tiirioloid 

23  ! 
17 

7 

1  ' 

200  i 

u  :. 

78  1 

138  i 

73  i. 

70  i 

27 
34    . 

21 

Total 

10 

° 

214 

78 

2U  i 

70 

61 

21 

Morninij:  report  Dece 

mber  17,  1863: 

_  11-; 

Died                      1 

,  114 

Tor.il  number  in  hospital  from  September  1 526 

Tot.Tl  n limber  .leatlKi 177 

Respectfully  submitted. 


WILLIAM  F.  WOOLSEY, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


War  Department,  Washington,  December  21,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  iustrtict  the  officers  in 
command  at  Camp  IJoiiglas,  Fort  Delaware,  and  Point  Lookout  to  turn 
over  to  tlie  officers  tliat  may  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  such  of  tlie  prisoners  of  war  under  their  charge  as  will  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  enlist  in  the  Navy  of  tlie  L'nited  States.  A 
weekly  report  of  tiie  men  so  transferred  will  be  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assista7it  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf 

Xeir   Orleiinn,  December  ;.'!,  \s63. 
Maj.  Geti.  W.  B.  Franklin,  Commandinfi  U.  s.  Forces,  d-c: 

General:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patches of  December  15,  1803,  transmitting  the  cartel  for  the  exchau"-e 
of  prisoners  and  the  accompauyinfj  correspondence  and  documents.    "^ 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  presented  by  Maj.  William  .\I.  Levy,  major 
and  commissioner  of  exchange  for  Major-General  Taylor,  0.  S.Army 
dated  at  Xew  Iberia,  December  13.  you  are  hereby  a\ithorized  to  say 
that  I  will  agree  if  the  prisoners  in  excess  of  our  prisoners  are  paroled 
and  delivered  to  you  tliey  will  be  held  as  paroled  prisoners  of  war 
and  only  releasetl  therefrom  if  when  duly  exchanged  by  agreement 
entered  into  between  Majot-General  Tavlor  and  Major  General  Frank- 
bn  (or  the  commaudiug  otHcer  of  the  tbrces  of  the  Fuited  States),  and 
if  It  shall  be  [iroposed  to  include  these  paroled  prisoners  in  anyexchano-e 
to  be  ettected  under  a  cartel  between  the  two  Governments  for  the  "en- 
eral  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  formal  notice  shall  be  given  of  .siich 
desire  to  Major-Geueral  Taylor  by  Major-General  Franklin  (or  the  offi- 
cer in  command  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States),  and  in  the  event  of 
the  paroles  not  being  recognized  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  Its  authorities  I  will  agree  to  return  these  prisoners  to  Major- 
General  Taylor. 

In  reference  to  the  capture  of  William  M.  Gatchell.  a  correspondent 
ot  the  ^ew  lork  Herald,  you  will  say  that  we  regard  him  and  other 
gentlemen  ot  his  profession  as  standing  upon  the  same  basis  as  other 
lion  comljatants.  Uis  professed  intention  is  to  make  a  true  rei)ort  of  the 
events  ot  the  war  as  a  l)asis  for  history,  and  he  would,  uo  doubt,  oladlv 
do  within  the  camp  <,f  the  Confederate  Army,  with  the  consent  of  its 
ottcers  that  which  he  does  in  our  camp.  Adhering  to  such  purpose  he 
cannot  be  considered  a  public  enemy  to  either  Government.  If  he  falsi- 
ties his  profession  by  his  acts,  his  detention  should  be  placed  ui)ou  that 
ground.  W  hile  we  could  not  ask  that  he  should  be  allowed  the  privileo-e 
accorded  him  within  our  lines,  we  certainly  have  the  ri-ht  to  ask  his 
surrender  upon  the  ground  that  adhering  in  good  faith  to  his  profes- 
sion as  a  reporter,  and  willing  to  do  for  one  side  what  he  does  for  the 
otiier.  he  cannot  be  considered  a  public  enemy. 

The  case  of  Mr.  John  G.  Pratt,  a  citizen  of  Saint  Landry  Parish, 
stands  upon  entirely  different  grounds.  Mr.  Pratt  is  re'^ognized  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  "General  Pratt,''  eno-aged  iu  the 
organization  ot  military  service  lor  the  Confederate  Armv.  whose  posi- 
tion and  character  was  so  prominent  as  to  give  his  name  to  the  "eneral 
camp  of  military  instruction  for  the  Stare  of  Louisiana.  It  is'imina- 
terial  whether  he  was  [in |  command  for  this  service  by  the  State  or  bv 
the  Contederate  States,  if  he  is  still  in  possession  of  this  authoritv  and 
m  the  pertormance  of  this  duty  he  is  rightlv  held  a  prisoner  of  war. 
It  he  has  surrendered  his  commission  and  di.sc(jiuinued  permanentlv 
the  exercise  ot  the  power  conferred  upon  him  the  chan-e  in  his  posi- 
tion  should  be  made  [.ablic.  in  order  that  it  shall  be  uudersrood  bv  the 
people  that  he  retains  his  liberty  within  the  countrv  occui)ied  bv  our 
trooijs  because  ot  the  i.iermanent  change  in  his  position  and  ourpose. 
ihere  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  has  exercised  such  powers,  and  1  have 
received  no  evidence  of  any  change  in  his  position  in  that  lespect. 
L  ntil  such  evidence  is  offered  there  can  be  no  just  claim  tbr  his  release 
1  conrur  with  Major  (leneral  Taylor  that  the  expression  of  his  opinion, 
«-hicli  does  him  so  much  honor,  that  those  who  are  not  parties  directly 
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or  indirectly  to  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  should  be  relieved 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  suffering  incident  thereto.  I  do  not  approve 
the  arrest  of  persons  without  other  cause  than  that  they  are  found 
within  the  lines  of  one  army  or  the  other.  I  have  released  all  the  pris- 
oners in  this  department  from  the  walks  of  civil  life  except  where  held 
for  the  commission  of  crimes  independent  of  all  political  considera- 
tions, or  where  their  release  would  imperil  public  peace,  and  I  shall 
gladly  CO  oi)erate  with  General  Taylor  as  far  as  possible  in  relieving 
from  the  horrors  of  war  those  who  are  not  in  any  sense  to  be  considered 
participants  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  liigh  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General.  Conimandiiuj. 


Headquarters  Trans-^Iississippi  Department, 

ahrevcport,  December  21^  1863. 
Major-Geueral  Taylor: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  I'Jth,  rehitiug  to  an  exchange  ot  prisoners.  There  are  now  here 
430  non-commissioned  officers  and  i)rivates  who  will  be  sent  down  to 
you  forthwith.  Theie  are  also  at  Tyler,  Tex.,  a  number  of  officers 
captured  by  your  command  who  will  be  sent  to  you  if  you  desire  it.  It 
would  be  desirable  to  make  such  arrangements  as  would  enable  us  to 
exchange  Allen's  brigade,  as  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  reassem- 
bling it  while  tiiey  remain  in  parole.  This  might  be  done  by  arranging 
to  furnish  rolls  of  our  men  as  fast  as  they  report,  and  authorize  the 
enemy  to  release  a  like  number.  It  is  probable  that  this  brigade  ('ould 
be  put  in  service  in  a  short  time  by  this  arrangement.  No  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  include  General  Magruder's  command  until  he  is  heard 
from.     I  will  write  to  him  immediately. 

I  am,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  iSrc. 

W.  U.  BOGGS. 
i:ri(/adier-(itneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Viclsburfi,  ]>ecember  33,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 

Vomm((nfUnii    Military  Division  of  the  .Minsi>>-sippi : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  communication 
from  Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watts,  agent  for  exchange  of  prisoners,  with  a 
copy  of  my  answer  to  the  same. 

\"ery  respectfultv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  B.  Mcpherson, 

Major-General,  Commaiidinij. 


HEADin-.VUTERS    ExCHAN(fE    OV    PRIS(JNERS, 

Jack.son,  Miss.,  December  lb',  I860. 
MaJ.  Gen.  .1.  1!.  .McPheuson,  I'.  S.  Army. 

Commanding,  I'icksbnrri : 
Gener.il:  Since  my  letter  of  (October  24  ultimo  my  Government 
ileems  it  more  convenient  for  the  object  of  my  mission  to  change  my 
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headquarters  to  a  poiut  more  iu  advance  than  Mobile,  the  pla^e  agreed 
upon  by  Geueral  Grant  and  myself. 

In  accordance  with  the  wish  expressed  I  have  selected  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and,  to  make  it  permanent,  require  your  sanction. 

My  military  family  will  consist  of  Capt.  J.  11.  Cmell,  assistant  agent; 
Maj.  C.  W.  Gassett,  assistant  quartermaster;  Maj.  .lohn  R.  Hicks, 
surgeon;  Charles  E.  Smidy  and  Jack  Cassary,  Jr..  secretaries. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  object  of  my  former  letter.  Still  anxious 
to  carry  out  the  views  therein  expressed,  I  should  like  to  prove  to 
you  the  humanity  and  general  good  of  personal  exchanges. 

Should  you  agree  with  me  in  tliese  views,  for  our  prisoners  in  your 
hands  captured  iu  this  department  I  will  give  you  men  of  equal  rank 
captured  from  you,  thus  preventing  unnecessary  suffering  on  the  part 
of  either,  and  restoring  men  to  duty  in  their  respective  commands.  I 
have  now  about  -•"><)  officers  and  men  at  convenient  camps  to  carry  out 
this  object.  Tills  matter  could  lie  much  better  explainetl  in  a  personal 
interview,  time  and  i)lace  left  with  you  to  appoint. 

1  am  tlesirous  to  see  Mr.  Portertield  and  Mr.  Hand  on  business  dis- 
connected from  my  department,  and  in  no  way  connected  with  my 
Government,  purely  personal  to  them.  I  hand  inclosed  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Walker  Brooke  upon  the  subject  of  the  recent  visit  of  his 
wife  to  Vicksburg.  rendering  his  thanks  for  your  kind  treatment,  &c. 
I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

X.  G.  WATTS, 
Lieiitenanf-Colonel  and  Agent,  C.  S,  Army. 


HEADQfARTERS   SEVENTEENTH    ARMY   CORPS, 

Viek.sbin-fi,  .l/i'.s,?..  Deirmher  Jl,  18>)3. 
Lieut.  Col.  N".  G.  Watts.  Ar/ent  for  E.rchanrje  <>/  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munication  of  the  Kith  instant,  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
&c.,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have  no  authority  to  enter  into  any 
arrangements  or  making  any  exchange.  The  matter  has  been  referred 
by  me  to  my  Governmenr  iu  relation  to  some  prisoners  in  the  hands  of 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith.  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  I  am 
daily  expecting  an  answer  which  will  cover  the  whole  case.  As  soon 
as  the  decision  arrives  1  will  (•ommunicate  the  result  to  you  by  flog  of 
truce. 

Verj-  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

.IAS.  B.  Mcpherson, 

Major-deneral. 


IlEADorARTERS    MiLITAllY    PRISON, 
(.'amp   Miirtiin.  Indiannpiilia,  liiil.,  I>ercinber  :.'3,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffhan, 

CommissaryGeiieral  <>/  f'n.sDners.  W'asli'uiijtini.  D.  ('.: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
mnnication  of  the  17th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  your  circulars  of 
regulations  governing  tlie  issues  of  clothing  to  ju'isoners  in  hospitals, 
&c.  I  beg  leave  fo  state  that  the  telegram  from  Colonel  Ekin  was  sent 
without  my  knowledge,  and  that  we  keep  constantly  on  hand  shirts, 
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drawers,  &c.,  ready  to  supply  the  prisoners  in  hospital  upon  the  recom 
mendation  of  the  surgeon  in  charge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Camp  Morton. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  22,  1863. 
Col.  WiLLiAJi  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  retained  a  gold 
watch  belonging  to  the  rebel  General  John  H.  Morgan,  supposed  to  be 
worth  about  .flio,     I  respectfully  ask  for  instructions  what  to  do  with 
said  property. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.M.  WALLACE, 
Colonel  Fifteenth    Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Office  Comjiissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  22,  186S. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of 
inspection  of  the  camp  and  hospitals  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Point 
Lookout,  Md.  I  left  Washington,  in  accordance  with  your  orders,  ou 
the  10th  instant  and  returned  ou  the  2Uth.  During  that  time  I  made 
a  careful  and  thorough  inspection  of  the  post  designated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK. 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


Report  of  inspection  of  the  Hammond  V.  S.  General  Hospital  at  Point 
Lookout,  Md.,  December  17,  ld6o,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting 
medical  inspector  prisoners  of  war. 

Surgeon  in  charge — Surg.  A.  Heger.  U.  S.  Army.  Location — Point 
Lookout,  Md.  Vicinage — Chesapeake  Bay  and  Potomac  IJiver  on 
north  camp  of  prisoners  of  war.  Topography — dat  sand  spit.  Drain- 
age— none.  Soil — sand  and  gravel:  water  does  not  stand  on  surface. 
Buildings — wooden  barracks,  sixtceu  arranged  around  a  co\'ered  corri- 
dor as  spokes  iu   a  wheel;  first  division,  cottages,  formerly  used  as  a 

watering  place.     Wards — sci'Oiid  division,  fifteen,  each feet  long, 

feet  wide. feet  hi,i;li.  for  seventy  beds.  Tents — none.  Capac- 
ity— 1,0")0  in  second  division,  allowing cubic  feet  to  each  patient; 

first  division, 3"iU;  total,  1.  lno.  L'atieuts,mimberof — prisoners,  787;  Fed- 
erals, -93:  prisoners  and  Federals  an'  kept  in  separate  wards.  Patients, 
condition  of — excellent  in  cvi-ry  respect:  men  clean  and  comfortable. 
Patients,  return  to  duty  of — are  returned  to  camp  when  fully  recovered. 
Ventilation — riilge  ventilation  and  side  windows;  very  well  ventilated; 
first  division,  windows,  not  well.  Warnung — sufficient,  by  stoves,  three 
in  each  ward;  first  division,  .--toves  or  fireplaces.  Lighting — lamps, 
coal  oil.     Lavatories  aiul  liaths — facilities  good,  bathroom  well  fitted 
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up  and  in  excellent  order.     Water  supply— sufficient,  by  wells:  water 
not  very  good;   tank  of  10,000  gallon   capacity  in  center  of  circle. 
Water  closets— well  arranged  and  policed.     Latrines  and  sinks- built 
ont  over  river  on  west  side  of  hospital;  tirst  division,  boxes  promptly 
emptied  each  morning.    Excreta,  removal  of— i)romptly  by  tide.     Fur- 
niture and  utensils— sufficient  of  every  kind  and  in  sood  order.     Bed- 
ding—sufficient and  clean.     Kitchen— well  arranged,  in  perfect  order 
:iiid   police.     Kitchen  utensils— sufficient  and  in  good  order.     Cooks — 
prisoners,  do  their  work  well;  Sisters  of  Charity  in  half-diet  kitchen. 
Cookint;  and  serving— daily  inspection  by  medical  othcer  of  day.     Diet, 
quality  and  variety  of— half  and  low  diet,  U.  S.  general  hospital  diet 
table;  full  diet  somewhat  less  in  variety.     Means  of  supply — boat  from 
Baltimore.     Knapsack   rooms  and   store-rooms — in  good  order.     Dis- 
pensary—in very  good  order  and  well  furnished.     Instruments,  medi- 
cines, &c.— supply  sufficient  and  in  good  order.     Compounding  and  dis- 
pensing—under  charge  of  competent  U.  8.  Army   hospital  stewards. 
Hospital  stores  and  comforts— supplies  kept  up.     llospital  records  and 
accDunts— exceedingly  well  kept  in  every  particular.     Hospital  fund- 
November  ;i(),  Si.O\):  expended  for  articles  of  diet,  ice,  eggs,  milk,  but- 
ter, vegetables,  &c.     Hospital  clothing— abundant  sni)plv"     Reports- 
well  kept  up.     Requisitions— promptly  filled.     Laundry— washingdone 
by  steam.     Repair— repairs  are  needed  on   the  roofs  of  some  of  the 
wards.     Prevention  of  tire— caretiilly  provided  for;  hose  led  over  build- 
mgj  tank  in  circle  <;ives  sufficient  head  ot  wate. .  Medical  attendance- 
sufficient.     Chaplain— Rev.  J.  A.  Spooner,  U.  S.  Army.     Discipline  and 
police- admirable    in    every    respect.      Nurses,    men— convalescents 
>urses,  women— nine  Sisters  of  Charity  in  charge  of  half-diet  kitchen, 
store  rooms,  &c.     Post  mortem  rooms  ana  dead-houses— at  sufficient 
distance  trom  hospital  and   well  arranged.     Interments— bv  quarter- 
master at  cemetery  one  mile  and  three-quarters  from  hospital.     Dis- 
eases  local— none   apparent.      Diseases   prevalent— chronic   diarrhea 
chronic  dysentery,  general  scorbutic  taint.     Diseases  zymotic— a  few 
cases  ot  smalliwx.     Diseases,  mitigation  of— all  facilit'ies  of  a  well- 
ordered  hospital.     Diseases,  ijreveotion  of— everv  person  at  the  point 
prom].tly  vaccinated.     Recoveries  and   mortalitv   from    diseases  and 
wounds— report  for  November  shows  aggregate 'number  of  prisoners 
sick  and  wounded  m  hospital,  ],0;J7;  aggregate  of  deaths.  14.5;  per- 
centage  ot    de;!ths.   L'J.OS:    aggregate    number  of   Federal   sick   and 
wounded  in  hospital,  50.3;  aggregate  number  of  deaths,  1;  percentao-e 
of  deaths.  .019.  ^  " 

Medical  officers— Surg.  Anthony  lleger,  U.  S.  Army,  assisted  by  one 
assistant  surgeon,  C.  S.  Army;  one  assistant  surseon,  I'.  S  Volun- 
teei's;  eleven  actin-  assistant  surgeons,  four  hospital  stewards. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  in  reference  to  this  hospital;  there  is 
110  fault  to  be  found. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

-V.  M.  CLARK, 
■■^urueon  ami  Art  I,,;/  Meilicdl   Inspertnr   I'nsontrs  ,//  Way. 


Report  nt  insptxtion  of  camp  and  tiehl  hospitals  for  prisoners  of  inir  at 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  December  17  and  1^,  7>y/.;,  bi/  A.  M.  Clark,  sur- 
ijeon  and  acting  medical  inspector  prisoners  of  a:ar. 

Designation  of  camp— camp  of  prisoners  of  war.     Commander  of 
camp— Brig.    Gen.    (K    Marston,    L*.    S.    Volunteers.      Command    and 
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strength — 8,764  prisoners  of  war,  including  1,196  sick  in  hospital. 
Location  of  camp— Point  Lookout,  Md.,  one-half  mile  from  extieme 
point.  Time  occupied — established  August  1,  1863.  Water,  source 
and  supply — wells  and  pumps;  supply  abundant.  Water,  quality  and 
effects— impregnated  with  ferruginous  and  alkaline  salts,  giving  rise  to 
digestive  and  intestinal  derangements.  Fuel — wood,  abundant.  Soil — 
sand  over  clay,  with  lower  stratum  of  gravel.  Drainage— much  neg- 
lected; the  natural  facilities  are,  howes'er,  very  poor.  Topograpliy— 
flat  sand  spit.  Meteorology— wind  generally  northeast  or  southwest;^ 
not  much  rain.  Zymotic  influences — no  malarial  influences.  Police  of 
camp — generally  well  attended  to.  Discipline  in  camp— tolerably  strict. 
Duties  in  camp — policing,  procuring  fuel,  &c.  Kecreations  in  camp — 
making  brick,  and  gambling  for  rations,  clothing,  wood,  &c.  Tents, 
position — arranged  on  nine  streets  or  divisions  running  nearly  east  and 
west;  streets  about  sixty  feet  wide.  Touts,  [lattern  and  quality — Sib- 
ley or  French  bell  tents,  330;  common  tents.  050:  quality,  generally 
good.  Tents,  \entilation  and  removal — ventihition  at  option  of  inmates; 
position  of  tents  had  just  been  changed.  Tents,  sufficiency — regula- 
tions of  camp  assign  sixteen  men  to  a  Sibley  and  hve  to  a  common 
tent;  total  8,530,  exclusive  of  hospitals.  Tents,  heating — most  of  the 
tents  have  chimneys  and  tireplaces  of  brick,  made  by  prisoners. 
Sinks,  construction,  condition  antl  position,  management — three  large 
sinks  built  out  over  the  bay  on  east  side  of  camp,  for  use  by  day; 
these  are  in  good  order  but  are  Insufticient;  for  night  use  large  boxes 
are  provided  to  be  emptied  in  the  morning;  these  are  insuthcient  and 
are  not  properly  attended  to;  in  many  ])Iaces  excrement  was  found  in 
the  division  streets.  Piemoval  of  offal,  &c. — thrown  into  bay  or  river 
and  readily  removed  by  tide.  Previous  use  of  camp — Point  Lookout 
was  formerly  used  as  a  watering  place,  Eations — sufficient,  meat,  vege- 
tables, biscuit,  served  in  six  mess-rooms  accommodating  500  at  a  time; 
police  good.  Cooking  in  camp — nine  cook  houses,  six  in  use,  each  con- 
taining five  40-gallon  caldions,  capacity,  0,000  pints  of  souj)  per  diem. 
Inspection  of  food — said  to  l)e  inspected  daily  by  officer  of  day.  Port- 
able ovens — none;  bread  furnished  by  commissary  of  subsistence. 
Vegetables — abundant  at  present;  purchases  to  amount  of  $4,000 
this  week.  Cleanliness  of  men  and  clothing — dirty,  as  usual  in  simi- 
lar camps;  apparently  no  laundry  regulations.  (Quality  of  clothing — 
mostly  owned  by  prisoners,  some  donations,  some  condemned  U".  S. 
clothing.  Quantity  of  clothing — apparently  sufficient  except  overcoats 
and  undercldthing.  Blankets  and  bedding — in  camp  blankets  suffi- 
cient, foul,  partly  brought  by  prisoners;  mostly  su[iplied  through  ([uar- 
termaster.  Habits  of  men — indolent,  but  willing  to  work  if  ordered. 
Condition  of  men — good  as  is  usual  or  to  be  expected  in  similar  camps. 
Hospital  buildings — none.  Hospital  tents — 30  hospital  tents  for  sick, 
3  hospital  tents  for  quarantine,  0  hospital  tents  tor  miscellaneous  uses, 
0  common,  3  wall.  Hos[)ital  police — excellent  in  every  particular. 
Hospital  disci])line — very  good.  Hospital  diet  and  cooking — generally 
TJ.  S.  general  hospital  diet  table;  c'ooking  airangements  ainjile  and  in 
excellent  order.  Hospital  heat  and  ventilation — b.ospital  tents  arranged 
in  wards  of  three,  stove  in  center  tent,  ventilation  by  tent  tloors.  and 
slits  in  walls  kept  open.  Hospital  capacity — about  -'-'5.  dumber  sick — 
in  prison  camp  hospital,  217;  in  quarters.  380;  total,  507.  State  of 
medical  supidies  and  surgical  instruments  — sufHcient  and  in  good 
order.  State  of  hospital  records  and  accounts — very  well  kept.  State 
of  hospital  fund — November  30.  ••?U4-;  purchases,  exclusively  articles  of 
diet.    Reports — well  kept  up  and  apparently  accurate.    Pequisitions — 
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promptly  tilled.  ALedical  attendance— sutticient  and  apparently  skill- 
ful. Nursing— well  done  by  convalescents.  Interments— by  (iiiarter- 
master  at  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  i|uatter  from  camp  and  across  a 
tnek.     Diseases  local — none  apparent.     Diseases  prevalent— chronic 

diarrhea,  chronic   dysentery,  pneumonia.     Diseases  zymotic variola 

(smallpox).  Diseases,  mitigation  of— every  facility  that  a  well  con- 
ducted field  hospital  can  attbrd  is  employed.  Diseases,  prevention 
(if— only  measures  lacking  are  want  uf  drainage  and  want  of  enforced 
\  entilation  of  tents  in  camp.  Wounds  and  operations — but  few.  mostly 
transferred  to  tlammoud  General  Ihjspital.  Kecoveries  and  mortality 
from  diseases  and  wounds — the  monthly  reitort  for  November  shows 
the  Ibllowing  aggregate  number  of  sick,  L',;j0U:  aggregate  deaths,  3.5- 
percentage  of  deaths,  about  l.i';  average  daily  sick.'uOU:  average  daily 
number  of  sick  since  December  1.  OOO:  average  daily  deaths,  2.5- 
percentage  of  deaths,  about  .04  per  diem. 

Medical  officers— Surg.  James  LI.  Thompson,  U.  S.  \'olunteers.  in 
charge  (the  excellent  condition  of  the  hospital  is  proof  sufficient  of  the 
elHcieucy  of  the  surgeon  in  charge);  two  acting-  assistant  surgeons; 
twelve  Confederate  physicians  (these  last  are  enlisted  men,  but  are  edu- 
cated physicians,  and  are  said  by  Doetor  Thompson  to  perform  their 
duties  with  alacrity  and  skill):  nine  arc  assigneil  to  duty  in  the  camp, 
one  to  each  division;  two  are  employed  in  the  hospital,  autl  one  as 
dentist. 

There  are  two  great  faults  to  be  found  with  this  camp,  viz,  imperfect 
drainage  and  crowding  the  tents  too  near  tooetlier.  In  regard  to  the 
drainage  each  tent  has  a  shallow  ditch  around  it  leadini;-  into  a  ditch 
running-  along  the  ^ide  of  the  street.  These  main  ditches  are  not  kept 
cleared,  nor  are  their  outlets  well  designed  or  properly  attended  to. 
This,  in  my  Judgment,  might  be  obviated,  and  the  camp  effectually 
drained,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  ground,  by  au 
ofHcer  with  a  moderate  annnuit  of  engineering  talent.  The  tents  are 
so  ]Mtched  that  except  on  the  streets  few  are  more  than  two  feet  apart, 
while  the  bases  of  many  nearly  touch.  The  streets  are  being  leveled 
antl covered  with  coarse  gravel,  of  which  theieis  an  abundance.  Many 
of  tlie  tents  are  built  up  at  the  .--ides  and  some  are  rioored  with  materia'l 
olitained  from  cracker  boxes;  many  are  rioored  with  gravel,  [tacked 
haul.  None  of  the  tents  are  excavated;  a  I't^w  have  been,  but  are  now 
removed.  Nearly  all  the  tents  are  provided  with  lireplaces  and  chimneys 
btult  of  bricks  manufactured  by  the  prisimers.  No  wood  has  yet  been 
issued  to  the  prisoners  for  fuel,  but  they  are  sent  out  in  sipiads'into  the 
woods  to  cut  down  stumjis,  \-c.  In  this  way  they  jirocure  an  abundant 
su[)ply.  ami  in  many  ot'  the  tents  they  have  piled  away  stores  of  it. 
In  several  tents  I  saw  piles  containing  at  least  half  a  cord,  and  tak- 
ing up  room  in  the  tent  which  might  have  been  more  advantageously 
occupied  by  the  inmates.  As  a  general  rule  the  men  and  their  clothing 
are  dirty,  and  strut  wa-liii::;-  and  laundry  rules  should  be  issueil  and 
enforced.  The  sink  arrangements  are  not  properly  attended  to.  The 
day  sinks  are  insutticient  in  number,  a:.d  the  niuht  >inkaare  iiisiulicient 
ill  number  and  not  i>roniptIy  em|)tied  iii  the  imu'iiing.  They  are.  how- 
ever, e\cn  in  tlieir  [iroent  aiaiiagemeiit.  iiilinitelv  superior  to  the  exca- 
vated >inks.  for  the  tide  pmniptlv  washes  the  ottiil  away.  i:very  man 
1  am  intbrmed.  has  at  least  one  l.lanker  and  many  have  more. 

Tiie  cook-houses  ale  situated  on  the  \ve>t  side  of  the  camp,  and  are 
nine  in  number,  but  -ix  of  which  are  at  present  in  use,  the  remainder 
being  used  a.->  st<ue  hou.>es.  l-ach  (.f  tiiese  buildiims  is  about  ICo  ti-et 
long  by  li4  feet  witle.     About  I'.",  leet  in  length  is  paititioued  olf  for  the 
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kit(-lieu,  which  is  furnished  with  five  40-gallou  caldrons,  with  a  total- 
capacity  for  the  whole  of  9,600  pints  of  soup  per  diem.  The  remaining' 
room  in  each  cook-house  is  furnished  with  tables  and  table  furniture  as 
a  mess-room  for  1,500  men,  accommodating  500  at  a  time.  The  cooking 
utensils  and  table  furniture  are  in  excellent  order,  aiul  the  kitchens  and 
mess-rooms  in  good  police.  They  should,  however,  be  well  whitewashed 
inside.  The  cooks  sleep  in  a  sort  of  loft  over  the  kitchen.  There  is  a 
well  at  each  cook-house,  but  the  water  is  poor.  The  rations  are  sufd- 
cient  and  good,  consisting  of  meat,  potatoes,  or  rice,  soup  and  hard 
bread  for  dinner,  and  hartl  bread  and  tea  or  cotfee  for  breakfast  and 
supper. 

The  hospital  is  located  on  the  southern  side  of  the  camp.  The  tents 
are  arranged  in  wards  of  three  uu  either  side  of  well  ditched  and 
graveled  street  of  about  tifty  feet  wide.  The  wards  are  in  an  excellent 
state  of  police,  well  warmed  and  tolerably  well  ventilated.  With  but 
very  few  exceptions  the  patients  are  on  iron  bedsteads,  the  exceptions 
being  on  well-built  wooden  bunks.  The  men  look  clean  and  comfortable; 
the  clothing  is  clean  and  in  good  order,  though  the  surgeon  in  charge 
complains  that  until  very  recently  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  a 
sutiicient  supply  of  underclothing.  The  (piartermaster  has  now  filled 
his  re(|uisitions.  It  is  highly  important  that  the  hospital  teutsbe  floored ; 
at  present  but  one  tent  is  so.  At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  street  is 
the  laundry,  which  was  iu  active  operation  at  the  time  of  my  N'isit.  The 
cook  tent  containing  one  large  stove  and  a  large  caldron,  cooking  and 
table  apparatus  in  sufficient  quantity  and  in  very  good  order.  The  dead- 
house  in  good  order,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  100  yards  from  the  rest 
of  the  hospital;  the  quarantine  n-ard  of  three  tents,  in  which  are  placed 
the  patients  suspected  of  smallpox  until  they  are  sent  to  the  con- 
tagious hospital,  and  also  such  patients  as  are  returned  as  convalescent 
from  that  hospital,  until  all  danger  from  contagion  has  passed  away. 

The  dispensary  is  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  street.  It  is  administered 
by  three  rebel  acting  hospital  stewards,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
chief  steward,  and  is  kept  in  very  good  order.  A  sufficient  supply  of 
medicines  for  each  day's  use  only  is  kept  here,  to  prevent  waste  or  mis- 
application. The  office  tent  is  iu  very  good  order  and  the  books  very 
well  kept.  When  the  wards  of  the  camp  hospital  become  overcrowded 
patients  are  transferred  to  the  Hammond  General  Hospital  near  the 
camp.  Every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the  s[ireading  of  the 
smallpox  is  taken  by  vaccination  and  eti'ectual  isolation  of  the  cases  as 
soon  as  discovered.  The  disease  is  evidently  on  the  decrease,  for, 
although  numbers  of  cases  still  occur,  the  large  majority  are  of  the 
milder  form,  or  varioloid. 

The  contagious  hospital  is  located  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
northwest  of  the  prison  camp,  and  entirely  sli  u  t  oti'  from  it  by  a  barricade 
across  a  narrow  neck  of  land  leading  to  it,  and  well  guarded  by  sen- 
tries. Tlie  ground  is  the  most  elevated  about  the  point.  It  is  under 
the  charge  of  Asst.  Surg.  S.  Bunton,  Fifth  [Second]  Xew  Hampshire 
\oluntucrs.  assisted  by  one  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  nine  Confed- 
eiate  acting  medical  officers.  The  books  are  almost  illegible,  and  the 
following  is  all  I  could  glean  from  them:  Average  daily  sick  since 
December  1.  105:  total  deaths  since  December  1,  43;  number  of 
cases  December  17,  ItJS;  number  of  deaths  December  17,  none.  Pres- 
ent number  of  tents — Sibley,  S;  common,  35.  Hospital  fund  November 
30,  •'$135.31.     No  purchases. 

The  officer  iu  charge  of  this  hospital  is  utterly  incom[)etent  to  fill  his 
post.  I  found  the  tents  huddled  together  and  overcrowded,  and  not  at 
all  ventilated.     An  utter  want  of  attention  to  police  and  a  complete 
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flisrogard  of  the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  patients.  The  medical 
director  of  the  district,  Surgeon  Hetjer,  U.  S.  Army,  visited  the  iiospital 
with  me,  aud  on  witnessing  the  condition  of  things,  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  at  once  taking  charge  of  the  matter  himself,  putting  thehosi)ital 
into  proper  condition,  aud  i)lacing  competent  officer  in  charge.  That 
this  will  be  thoroughly  and  eflectually  done,  I  feel  assured,  from  the 
excellent  effects  of  his  administration  in  thecamp  and  general  hospitals; 
therefore  1  do  not  feel  called  on  to  offer  any  suggesti(Kis  in  the  prem- 
ises, except  that  the  commanding  general  be  directed  to  purchase  a 
sui)ply  of  the  liidgewood  disinfectant  powder  for  use  in  camp  aud 
hospitals. 

Kespertfullv  submitted. 

A.  :\r.  CLARK, 
Surcjeon  und  Actiiu/  Mfdical  Inxpecfor  Fri.soner^  of   War. 


HdQRS.  DEPT.  f)F    VlUGlNtA    AND    XORTH    CAROLINA, 

December  32,  1S6S. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Heckjiax, 

('oi)nnundinij  Forces  at  yeirport  Xeics: 
Herewith  inclosed  please  tind  an  urder  for  Captain  P>elger,  Rhode 
Islaml  battery,  to  proceed  to  Point  Lookout  to  report  to  Brigadier 
General  Marston  for  duty.*  The  reason  for  this  move  is  that  that 
country  has  been  added  to  this  department  and  an  attack  by  the  rebels 
is  apprehended  to  release  the  prisoners  now  confined  there.  I  also 
inclose  you  a  co])y  of  the  telegraphic  order  extending  the  limits  of  this 
department.* 

By  command  of  IMajor  General  Butler: 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Mdjar  ((nil  Afisistiiiit  AilJHtaiit-'Jt'nertd. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richinonil,  December  \.':J.  lsf,s. 
Hon.  .James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  <•/  War: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  I  have  the  liomn-  torepnrt  that  the 
tbllowing  otticers  have  been  selected  from  among  the  Federal  prisoners 
contiiied  here  "to  undergo  hard  labor  during  the  war  in  the  i)enitenri;iry 
at  Salisbury,  ZST.  C,  for  a  like  number  <if  our  own  ntKcers  con  lined  in  the 
penitentiary  at  Alton.  111.,"  and  that  they  will  be  immediately  sent  to 
Salisbuiy.  to  wit: 

I'Mward  E.  Chase,  raiitain.  First  llhode  Island:  .Julius  B.  Litchfield, 
cajitain.  Fcmrteenth  .Aiaiue;  Charles  S.  Kendall,  captain,  First  .Massa- 
chusetts. 

^■ery  respci/tfully,  your  oliedii^iit  servant, 

.IN().   11.   WIXDER. 

Briijudn  r  (iriiiraJ. 
;rDiUirsrni(-ut.; 

I  snpiiosed  these  men  were  imprisoned  in  retaliatinn  for  the  treatment 
of  certain  naval  officers,  but  it  seems  the  purpose  was  retaliation  tor  a 
different  outrage  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

J.  A.  SEDDOX. 

Si  rri  tanj. 

-  Ornirtcl. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La.,  December  23,  1S63. 
Major-General  Magruder,  Commanding,  ifec,  Houston,  Tex.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
Geneial  Taylor  iu  reference  to  all  arrangements  he  has  made  with 
Major-Geiieral  Franklin  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.*  Yon  will  see 
that  General  Taylor  proposes  to  make  permanent  arrangements  and  to 
inclnde  yonr  district  where  General  Banks  is  now  operating. 

1  have  written  to  General  Taylor  that  I  wonld  consult  with  yon  upon 
the  subject,  and  he  will  take  no  steps  so  far  as  your  command  is  con- 
cerned until  your  reply  reaches  these  headquarters.  You  will  please 
inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  whether  an  arrangement  of  this  kind 
would  suit  you. 

I  am," general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  BOGGS, 
Brbjadier- General  and  V hie/ of  Staff. 


Office  of  Military  Prisons, 

Camp   Chase,  Ohio,  December  23,  1S63. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  19th  instant, 
concerning  the  treatment  and  condition  of  rebel  prisoners  at  this  post, 
and  covering  copy  of  extract  from  letter  from  Dr.  M.  A.  Fallen  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  viz:  The 
general  condition  of  the  prisoners  at  Camp  Chase  is  good  in  every 
respect. 

They  are  accommodated  in  one-story  wooden  barracks  of  one  room 
each,  the  same  as  our  troops  here,  and  capable  of  accommodating  easily 
thirty  men  each  in  winter,  and  some  a  larger  number,  and  all  supi)lied 
with  stoves  and  plenty  of  fuel.  There  are  100  or  more  rooms  and  i;,700 
prisoners.  The  issue  of  wood  is  the  regulation  allowance,  one-sixth  of 
a  cord. 

Their  subsistence  is  the  ration  daily  issued  to  our  troops,  in  kind  and 
quality,  but  recently  reduced  to  three-fourths,  in  consequence  of  the 
prisoners  wasting  so  much;  since  this  reduction  this  waste  has  mainly 
ceased. 

Their  clothing  is  of  good  common  quality,  and  the  quantity  issued  to 
them,  whenever  actually  needed,  is  one  outer  suit  and  a  change  of 
underclothing;  this,  with  a  surplus  of  blankets  among  them,  is  sufdcient 
to  insure  them  all  against  suffering.  See  accompanying  report  of 
clothing  issues  by  tlic  provost-marshals  of  prisons. 

The  prison  hospital  accommodations  are  ordinarily  good,  and  have 
been  approved  at  all  times  by  such  medical  otlicers  as  have  inspected 
them,  and  no  i)ai  ticnlar  suffeiing  has  been  known  to  occur  among  the 
sick  from  want  of  sutticient  clothing  or  proper  food. 

The  small  percentum  of  sick,  as  shown  by  accompanying  morning 
report,  and  reports  of  tlie  acting  assistant  surgeons  in  charge  is  evi- 
dence sutticient  chat  the  i)risoners  here  aie  well  cared  for. 

Such  is  a  detailed  report  (if  the  general  condition  of  the  prisoners  at 
this  post,  substantiated  by  the  reports  of  officers  on  daily  duty  with 

■  See  Lieceuitjer  19,  p.  734. 
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tUe  pri.soners,  herewith  inclosed,  aud  which  I  tru.sfc  may  prove  satisfac- 
tory. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WSl.  WALLACE, 

Colonel  Fifteenth   Ohio    Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Llndosure  N'o.  1.] 

Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  December  3;?,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  A,  H.  Poten,  Commaniliiuj  Prisons: 

8iR:  As  per  request  I  beg  leave  to  re|)ort  that  I  have  under  my  care 
as  surgeon,  in  ptison  No.  ■!,  about  l,t'iOO  men.  The  sick  during  my 
attendance,  two  weeks,  has  aver;iged  about  ].{  per  cent.  Tlieir  quar- 
ters are,  by  the  aid  of  stoves.  I  thiidi.  comfortable.  They  are  well  fed. 
some  of  them  rather  thinly  ulad,  which  I  understand  can  be  remedied 
on  application  to  the  proper  authority.  Their  general  health  is  good 
as  could  be  expected  under  like  circumstances. 
V^ery  resiiectfnllv  submitted. 

L  M.  ABRAEIAM, 
Actimj  Assistant  Siirt/eon. 

[rnclosiire  So.  2.] 

Office  Provost-Marshal  op  Prisons. 

C<tm2j  Chase,  Ohio,  December  ;.':.',  1863. 
Col.  William  Wallace,  Commanding  Post: 

('(iLONEL:  In  compliance  with  the  instruction  of  Lieuteiuint-Colonel 
Poten.  assistant  commandant  of  prisons,  we  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  issues  of  clothing  to  rebel  prisoners  at  this  post, 
made  since  the  Mth  of  October,  LSU.J,  viz:  Coats,  liOU;  trousers,  506; 
shirts,  jUO;  drawers,  125;  shoes,  500;  socks,  .550;  blankets,  900— all  of 
Government  property.  Besides  these,  during  the  short  time  300  suits 
of  clothing,  sent  by  the  friends  of  prisoners,  have  been  issued  also. 
Tliere  are  now  in  the  prisons  3,100  good  and  some  100  worn  and 
inferior  blankets  to  2,700  prisoners.  One  stove  with  cooking  utensils 
is  furnished  to  every  twenty- two  men,  and  all  the  \vood  required  for 
the  comfort  of  prisoners  is  regularly  issued. 

The  prisoners  are  required  to  keep  the  prisons  and  their  (luarters 
clean  and  well  policed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

S.   L.  HAMMON, 

Invalid  Corps, 
S.   B.  BPJCHT.MAN, 
Lieutenant,  Si.vtti-sixth   Illinois, 

L'rorostMarshah  of  Prisons. 

;iQrl(.sun-  X.,,  3.1 

.Uoniinfi  rrporl  of  ^i''k■  rnui  irontuleil   in   iiris.in   lioniiital.  Cimp   I'luh^f,  Ohio,  I'or  (IVi/hcs- 
dai/.  iJtctiiili,  r  .,;,  H'j  :. 

lieorge  Monie.  t'evL-r  roniiit.  ;   privnte,  >i-ctreiitL  \"ir"iuia  C.ivuli  v  (  (iiiin.-iuv  C 
.M.  U.  Wbire,  rlieiiiii.irisin;   ririztiioi    \ii-^ini;i. 

Reiiiaiuiiii;  at  last  ie[ii)rt ■>- 

Disrhargod ;";;;;  'o 

RiMiiamini; ~j 

Number  ot'  atteuilauts 13 

A.   HOW. 

Aeting  Stricard. 
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Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.,  December  23,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary -General  of  Prisoners,  Washington : 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  ITtli  instaut,  relative  to  money- 
matters  between  prisoners  and  sutler,  I  Lave  the  honor  to  state  that  no 
prisoner  iu  my  charge  holds  sutlers  tickets  except  such  as  have  given 
orders  on  me  as  commandant  of  the  prison  for  money  in  my  hands 
belonging  to  them.  Please  tind  inclosed  one  of  sutler's  tickets.*  When 
prisoners  are  released  or  transferred  they  receive  the  amount  due  them 
on  tickets  at  my  desk  in  greenbacks,  and  in  no  instance  have  I  heard  au 
expression  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  i)art  of  prisoners  relative  to  their 
dealings  with  tiie  sutler.  On  the  contrary,  ail  express  themselves  as 
being  highly  satisfied.  I  have  taken  special  pains  to  ascertain  in  per- 
son tiie  views  of  prisoners  as  to  the  sutler's  dealings  with  them,  and  I 
am  highly  pleased  to  learn  tliat  the  sutler  has  given  them  entire  satis- 
faction. Very  few  of  the  prisoners  have  gold.  When  they  do  they 
get  the  face  of  the  coin  in  greenbacks.  Premium  goes  to  prison  fund. 
Col.  John  C.  Carlin  expcniled  with  the  sutler  all  the  funds  he  had  when 
captured.  Have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whether  the  premium  on 
gold  retained  from  prisoners  shall  Ije  retumled  them. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

a.  w.  ia>"CAiD, 

Colonel,  Commandinq  Prison. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virgixia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  23,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir  :  I  inclose  two  papers,  the  contents  of  which  will  explain  them- 
selves, and  perhaps  you  will  be  able  by  forwarding  them  to  relieve  the 
anguish  of  an  attlictcd  family. *■ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BCTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headi^itarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

December  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  ['.  S.  Troops  in  Western  Louisiana: 
(1i:neral  :  Your  coaimunicatioii  of  the   l'.)th  instant,  inclosing  the 
altidavit  of  one  E.  .1.  (Jumer,  tom-hiiig  the  alleged  cruel  treatment  oc 
certain  V.  S.  oflicers  at  ^Monroe  and  .Shreveport.  has  been  receis'ed.t 

In  reply  I  ha\"e  the  honoi'  to  .-tate  that  the  rumors  upou  which  Comer's 
attiila\  ir  is  based  are  utterly  without  foundation,  and  that  I  have  to 
regiet  that  .'^ lajor  I  ieneral  Banks  has  thought  them  of  sufiQcieut  impor- 
tance to  call  my  attention  to  them,  particularly  considering  the  improper 
language  in  which  the  al1ida\it  is  couched. 

I  aui,  general,  verv  resuectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  TAYLOR, 
Major-General,  Commanding,  C.  IS.  Army. 

'Not  incldseil;  .*i'r  Hotiuuiu  to  Iviniaid,  December  31,  p.  803. 
t  liiclii>iue.s  not  louiul. 
;  See  p.  oi2. 


correspondence,  etc. union  and  confederate.      749 

Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

December  ^'o,  1863. 
Col.  E.  L.  MOLINEUX, 

Commissioner  on  behalf  of  Major- General  FnuiUin,  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel:  Iu  the  absence  of  Maj.  W.  M.  Levy  [  have  the  honor  to 
ackuowledo'e,  by  direction  of  MajorGeneral  Taylor,  the  receipt  of  your 
'communica1:ion  of  the  :JOth  instant,  proposing',  on  the  behalf  of  Major- 
(ieneral  Franliliu,  tlie  exchange  of  Captain  ^Maltby,  editor  of  the  Rau- 
chero,  for  Mr.  Gatchell,  the  correspondent  ot  the  New  York  Ilerahl, 
both  of  whom  are  supposed  to  be  uon  combarants  and  not  at  the  time 
of  their  capture  in  the  military  service  of  either  belligerents. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  MajorGeneral  Taylor  regrets  he  cannot 
accede  to  the  proposal. 

The  capture  and  detention  by  the  C.  S.  forces  of  Mr.  Gatchell,  and 
of  others  similarly  situated,  is  resorted  ftoj  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
an  end,  if  possible,  to  the  practice  of  the  I  .  S.  authorities  of  arresting 
and  imprisoning  private  citizens  of  tlie  Confederate  States  iu  nowise 
connected  with  the  service  at  the  time  of  their  arrest. 

Tlie  object  of  the  measure  would  be  entirely  defeated  by  recognizing, 
as  the  offer  of  MajorGeneral  Franklin  substantially  proiioses  to  do, 
these  persons  as  prisoners  of  war  and  a  proper  subject  of  exchange  in 
that  character. 

[  am  further  instructed  to  state  that  ?ira;ior-General  Taylor  earnestly 
desires  to  effect  si>me  general  arrangement  by  which  the  non-combat- 
ants held  by  both  belligerents  may  be  released,  and  that  before  the 
ciirrespondence  between  .MajorGeneral  Banks  and  himself  shall  have 
closed  a  convention  may  be  agieed  upon  protecting  for  the  future 
])ersons  not  engaged  iu  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  respective 
Governments  from  capture  by  either  party. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  with  best  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

1'.   E.  BONFORl), 
First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Xineteentii  Arjiy  Corps, 

Xew  Iberia,  La.,  December  23,  1S63. 
Maj.  W.  M.  Levy, 

Commissioner  for  Llrchamie  of  Prisoners 

In   liehalf  <f  }[aj.  dm.  R.  Taylor.  C  S".  Army: 

>Lv.TOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  df  your  I'avor 
of  the  ISth  instant. 

Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks  has  sigiiilied  liis  assent  to  Ked  River  Landing 
as  a  place  of  meeting  lietween  liis  commissioner  and  one  apjiointed  by 
!\Lij.  (ien.  R.  Taylur.  As  snon  as  he  appoints  a  commissioner  and 
names  the  time  I  will  immediately  notify  you. 

I  have  to  express  to  you  my  siiu;ere  regret  that  your  escort  at  our 
last  meeting  sutlered  the  loss  of  certain  halters  belonging  to  them,  and 
Captain  Wells  of  a  jniir  of  saddle  bags.  Fvery  means  has  been  taken 
to  ferret  out  the  deliuiiuents  and  to  bring  them  to  punishment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  forwarded  to  icare  Capt.  K.  R. 
Wells,  assistant  adjutant  general)  General  (neen  four  army  halters, 
complete,  and  one  pair  saddle-bags  to  make  right  the  deficiency,  and  I 
think  you  will  accept  the  apology  in  the  same  frank  spirit  in  which  It 
is  given.     Maj.  R.  A.  Howard  will  be  exchanged  as  you  propose. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  furnish  us  information  respecting 
Fiiiley  Anderson,  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  who  was 
captured  on  board  of  steamer  (Jueen  of  the  West  in  May  last,  and  was 
last  heard  from  at  Shreveport  in  August. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  MOLINEUX, 
Colonel  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners 

In  behalf  of  Mnj.  den.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army. 


Head(,)Uauters  Nineteenth  Armv  Corps, 

Xeic   Fherid,  La.,  Decemlier  ia',  IStio. 
MaJ.  W.  M.  Levy, 

Ciimmissioner  for  Exchange  in  hehalf  of  }[aj.  Gen.  N.  Taylor: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  iufonn  you  that  we  have  received  word 
from  MaJ.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  tliat  his  commissioner  will 
meet  the  one  appointed  by  Maj.  Gen.  H.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  at  Red 
River  Landing  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  18tJ4,  or  as  soon  after  as 
practicable  for  them  to  meet  at  the  api)()iuted  place.  I  have  to  inform 
you  our  prisoners  are  here  ready  for  exchange. * 
1  am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  MOLIXEUX, 
Colonel  and  Commissioner  for  Exchamje  of  Prisoners 

In  behalf  of  Muj.  Gen.  ^Y.  B.  Franklin, 


HEADyUARTERS   (iREEN'S    L'AVALRY   DIVISION, 

Virniilionrillc,  December  So,  1860. 

Col.  E.  L.  MOLINEUX, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen..  Commissioner  of  E.rchanije : 
Colonel:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  Federal  prisoners  fiu'  exchange  and  parole  will  arrive  here  to- 
morrow, and  the  exchange  can  take  place  at  the  point  designated  in 
the  cartel  on  Friday  morning.  December  2.3.  Please  answer  by  this 
tlag  if  the  time  menrioned  will  suit  you. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  resi)ecttullv.  your  obedient  servnnt, 

E.   R.  WELLS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


nEALX^iCAKTERS    XtXETEEXTH    ARMY    CORPS, 

Xi'ir    Iberia.  I. a..  December  5o',  1^63. 
Capt.  E.  R.  Wells, 

A.-ist.  Adjt.  (leu..  Grnrinl    <,r'r,fx   Ciraln/  IHrision: 
Captain:  Your  letters  nf  I'.irh  mid  Joth  instant'  were  duly  received 
per  tlag  of  truce. 

The  cases  of  Romulus  MclUiilc  and  John  R.  Creightou  are  being 
investigated,  and  I  trust  will  rc-nlt  in  their  being  acquitted,  as  yon 
express  that  desire.  -John  R.  <,'rciL.'lit()ii  is,  I  uiuierstand,  a  colonel  in 
the  State  militia. 


'For  Molineux's  .qmoiutDient  ,1-  .in i-sinin'r.  see  Stone  to   I'mnklin.  Series  I, 

Vol.  XXVI,  Part  I,  p.  S70. 

» That  of  the  JOth  omitted.  It  niiT.-)  t.i  los.i  .>t'  the  halters  auil  sailiUe-bags  hereiu 
mentioned. 
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I  have  written  to  Major  Levy,  iu  aa  accompanying  letter,  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  detect  tlie  men  who  stole  your  halters  while 
under  our  protection  at  the  '"Red  House," and  that  I  have  sent  to  your 
care  lour  complete  sets  of  halters  and  one  pair  saddle  bags,  to  make 
Kond  the  loss,  and  my  sincere  regrets  that  such  an  occurrence  should 
have  taken  jilace  under  a  tiag  of  truce.  The  saddlebags,  I  trust,  will 
answer  ynur  purjiose,  captain,  as  well  as  the  pair  you  lost,  and  jilease 
see  that  the  halters  are  given  to  those  to  whom  they  should  most 
l)roi)ei'lj'  belong. 

1  trust  the  little  articles  you  desired  from  Mrs.  Devalcourt  will  safely 
reach  your  hands. 

Are  you  aware  that  the  tire  of  your  troops  upon  the  Mississippi  River 
boats  caused  the  death  of  some  women  and  children  ?     I  do  not  inention 
this  otticially.  as  I  am  sure  you  regret  it  as  much  as  I  do. 
Trulv,  yours, 

E.  L.  MOLINEUX, 
Colonel  iiikI  Actfi.  Asst.  Tnsp.  Gen.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 

P.  S. — This  postscript  is  to  notify  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners 
of  war  from  New  ()i-lcans  to  this  point.  We  trust  you  will  hasten  for- 
ward the  exchange  as  rajiiiily  as  possible. 

E.  L.  M.. 
Colonel  and  Co)nmis.sioner. 


rONFEDERATE    STATES   OF    AMERICA, 

Kiclnnond.   Vd.,  December  ;.y,  1863. 
UuHERT  H.  Wynne, 

I'oorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Coiifjress  of  the  Confederate  States: 
You  are  hereby  commanded  to  summon,  without  delay,  Capt.  R.  M. 
Booker,  witness,  to  appear  before  the  Committee  on  Quartermaster's 
and  Commissary  Departments,  the  same  being  a  committee  of  said 
House  of  Representatives,  at  their  rooms,  over  Taylor's  music  store,  cor- 
ner Tenth  and  Main  streets,  in  said  city,  on  the  I'sth  day  i>f  December, 
A.  D.  l.>)0.'?,  at  5  p.  m.;  that  he,  the  said  Booker,  shall  then  and  there 
testify  before  said  committee  in  a  matter  for  investigation  referred  to 
them  in  relation  to  alleged  failure  to  furnish  Yankee  prisoners  with  a 
sutficiency  of  wholesome  tbod. 

Herein  fail  not.  and  have  you  then  and  there  tliis  summons,  with  your 
indorsement  on  the  same. 

WALTER  PRESTON, 

Chairman. 


WasH1N(;TON.   D.  C.    I)e,;iill»r    ,'/.  is6'5. 

Mai.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler.  CnmmaniliHii.  itr..  Fnrt  Minnie: 

Dear  Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  statement  by 
Doctor  Forrester  in  reference  to  the  I'ondition  under  which  Captain 
]\IcKee  was  surrendered  prisoner  of  war. 

I  respectfully  request  your  etfbrts  to  obtain,  through  Mr.  ( >uld,  as  a 
first  step  toward  the  exchange  of  Caiitain  McKee,  a  compliance  with 
the  couditidii  of  his  capture. 

\'ery  resiiectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

,     ,  ,    I    '  E.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 

MaJ.  lien,  of  Vnts..  Conuuisxiontr  for  E.rchanije  of  Prisoners. 
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[Incloaure.] 

Louisville,  Kt.,  December  8,  1863. 
Messrs.  Editors: 

Ou  leaving  Libby  Prison.  November  24, 1863, 1  was  requested  by  Capt. 
Samuel  McKee,  of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  to  give  you  a 
statement  of  his  case. 

Captain  McKee  was  captured  at  Mount  Sterling,  March  22,  1863,  by 
Cluke's  cavalry.  The  terms  of  surrender  were  that  every  otBcer  and 
enlisted  man  should  be  paroled  on  the  spot.  All  were  paroled  except 
Captain  McKee.  By  the  iudaenee  of  his  old  enemies  from  Mount  Ster- 
ling who  were  with  Cluke  he  was  retained.  Upon  remonstrating  with 
them  for  their  bad  faith,  he  was  told  that  charges  had  been  made 
against  him  since  his  capture,  and  that  he  would  be  sent  on  to  Rich- 
mond for  trial.  He  was  immediately  sent  to  Richmond,  placed  in 
Libby  Prison,  where  he  has  been  up  to  the  present  time.  In  all  that 
time  1  think  he  has  not  been  allowed  to  set  foot  out  of  his  prison. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  FORRESTER, 
Surgeon  Fifth  Kentucky   Cavalry. 


Bdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  ;J4*  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ocld, 

Cixnnussioner  of  Exchange.  Richmond,  Va.: 
Siu :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  an  official  copy  of  the  author- 
ity conferring  upon  me  the  duties  of  commissioner  of  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, so  that  we  may  be  able  to  establish  official  relations  upon  that 
subject.! 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

JudcteAdvocate's  Office, 
Saint  Louis,  December  ;J1,  1863. 
Col.  J.  Hohi:,  Judge-Advocate-General : 

Colonel:  The  inclosed  letter  raises  a  question  on  the  President's 
proclamation  of  amnesty. t  Charles  H.  Burch,  a  soldier  in  the  rebel  army, 
was  tried  by  a  military  commission  in  this  city  on  two  charges:  First, 
being  a  spy:  second,  violation  of  the  oath  nf  allegiance.  Was  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  The  proceedings  were  approved 
by  conuuanding  general  ami  fmwarded  for  the  action  of  the  President 
September  l'.»,  LStio.  My  recollection  of  the  case  is  that  though  the 
evidence  showed  him  technically  to  be  a  spy,  there  was  not  sutiicieut 
evidence  to  establish  that  he  was  such  in  fact.  Of  the  other  charge  he 
was  no  doubt  guiltj-.  ^'ow  he  proposes  to  avail  himself  of  the  amnesty 
proclaimed  by  the  President.  Is  he  within  the  provisions  of  that  procla- 
mation?     Other  cases  aie  being  presented  daily  of  jieisons  charged 

"Anotlier  copy  is  ilatt^d  D>"ceiiibfr  25. 

t.See  HitcliLOL'k  to  Butler,  December  17,  p.  712. 

t  See  p.  680. 
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with  violation  of  oath,  &c.,  who  desire  to  take  the  President's  oath  and 
be  released  from  custody.  The  tiood  sate  has  not  yet  been  opened  here, 
but  when  it  is  there  will  be  a  rushing  of  waters.  What  the  ettect 
of  a  general  jail  cleariug  is  to  be  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  In  many 
cases  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  work  well.  Will  you  please  give  me  your 
views  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  and  proceeilings  under  this 
[)roclaination. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  DUNX, 
Major  (tiul  Judge- Advocate. 

[Tncloanrrl 

Gratiot  Street  Prison,  Sai)tt  r.ouis.  December  31,  1S63. 
Mrs.  E.  Burch,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

-My  Dear  Wife:  This  last  week  has  been  oTie  to  me  of  greater 
anxiety  and  solicitude  than  any  one  since  my  capture.  If  your  affairs 
ha\'e  reached  such  a  point  it  is  one  (if  the  conditions  that  1  have  always 
looked  forward  to  as  one  possible,  but  highly  improbable,  and  not  hear- 
ing from  you  today  has  increased  my  anxiety  tenfold.  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you  immediately  and  to  see  you,  if  possible.  I 
can  no  longer  resist  your  importunities  to  return  to  my  allegiance  to 
the  (ioverninent  and  remain  a  [>caceable  ami  ijuiet  <'itizen.  ["conceive 
it  to  be  my  duty  under  all  circumsrances  to  remain  and  i)rotect  and 
provide  for  my  family,  and  with  the  help  of  God  I  will  make  that  my 
tirstobject  in  life  hereafter.  If  [have  been  led  by  passion  and  continued 
excitement  to  neglect  that  claim  of  my  family  I  have  now  resolved  not 
to  do  so  ai:ain.  Von  say  1  can  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  ot  alle- 
giance, [f  such  is  the  case  you  will  attend  to  having  the  matter  brought 
up  at  once  before  the  proper  officers.  1  have  arrived  at  the  aliove  con- 
clusions after  due  and  deliberate  consideration.  Waiting  with  anxiety 
to  hear  from  you,  and  hoping  you  are  all  well,  as  I  am  at  present,  I 
remain, 

Vour  afl'ectionate  husband, 

CnAS.  II.  BURCH. 

I'.  S. — Give  my  love  with  a  kiss  to  my  little  daughter. 


OFFtcE  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Waahinijton,  1>.  (.'..  December  -Ji,  /sv;;,\ 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston. 

Commanding   Depot  Prisoners  of  War.  Point   Lookout.  Md.  : 

General  :  Surgeon  Clark  reports  very  favorably  of  the  general  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  prisoners  ot  war  at  Point  Lookout.  He  recommends 
that  the  hospital  tents  be  Moored,  and  I  reiiuest  you  will  carry  out  his 
suggestion,  unless  there  is  some  objection  which  does  uot  occur  to  me. 
A  good  supply  of  shirts  and  drawers  tor  the  sick  should  be  kept  ou 
hand  for  the  u<e  of  the  sick.  These  articles  should  not  be  issued  to 
individuals,  but  should  be  used  and  accounted  lor  as  hospital  property. 
They  should  be  imrchased  with  the  prison  i'und,aiid  tliese  and  all  oi  her 
articles  so  purchased  should  be  accounted  for  together,  not  as  public 
property,  but  as  property  on  hand  for  the  use  of  prisoners. 

The  contagious  hospital  seems  to  have  been  very  badly  conducted 
by  Assistant  Surgeon  Bunton,  but  as  Surgeon  liegei'.  medical  director, 
proi)oses  to  take  the  matter   in  hand,  it  is    hoped  tliat  the   hosintal 
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will  be  put  in  a  satisfactory  condition.     Please  give  this  matter  yonr 
attention. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  HOFFxMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-Geneeal  op  Prisoners, 

Washincjton,  D.  C,  December  24,  1863. 
Col.  William  Wallace, 

Commandini/  Camp  Chase  Prison,  Columbus,  Ohio  ; 
Colonel:  As  the  molasses  ration,  according  to  the  new  regulations, 
has  been  changed  to  a  daily  ration  of  one  quart  per  KtO  rations,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Coramissary(jeneral  of  Prisoners  to  request  that  here 
after  the  issue  to  prisoners  of  war  may  be  in  accordance  with  the  same, 
instead  of  four  quarts  per  K'O  rations  twice  a  week,  as  heretofore  issued. 
Tea  may  be  issued  in  lieu  of  cotfee,  in  the  proportion  provided  for  by 
regulations,  with  such  deduction  in  the  ration  as  may  be  deemed  proper 
by  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  HARTZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  (^ol.  Charles  V.  De  Land,  commanding  Camp  Douglas,  111.; 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton.  Ind.;  Col.  G.  W.  Kin- 
caid.  commanding  Alton  military  prison.  111.;  Lieut.  Col.  J.  O.  Broad- 
head,  provostmarslial  general.  Saint  Louis.  Mo.;  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Pier- 
son,  commanding  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio;  Capt.  W.  Barr,  Saint  Joseph, 
Mo.;  Capt.  S.  E.  Jones,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Capt.  .J.  P.  Langdon,  Colum 
bus.  Ky. ;  Capt.  Levi  Kuggles,  Kansas  City,  Mo,;  Col.  C.  S.  Merchant, 
Fort  Wood,  New  York  Harbor;  Capt.  G.  C.  See.  Springtield,  Mo.;  Lieut. 
Col.  George  K.  Clarke.  Camp  Butler,  111.;  Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston,  com- 
manding depot  prisoners  of  war.  Point  Lookout,  Md.;  Brig.  Geu.  A. 
Schoepf,  commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.) 


Hbadqx'aeters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  35,  1S63. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Ciimmissioner  of  Exchanfie  of  the  Confederate  Authorities : 
Sir:  I  send  by  ^lajor  ilulford,  assistant  commissioner  of  exchange, 
502  prisoners  of  war  from  the  Confederate  Army  from  Point  Lookout — 
all,  1  believe,  servi(;eable  men  and  substantially  those  longest  there  in 
conlinenient. 

I  offer  them  for  dcliver.N-  at  City  Point  upon  condition  of  receiving 
the  same  number  of  men  held  by  your  authorities  as  prisoners  of  war 
from  our  Army,  leaving  all  questions  of  dittereni-e  in  controversy 
between  your  authorities  and  my  (iovernment  for  the  present  in 
abeyance. 

I  have  made  personal  examination  of  the  condition  of  the  prisoners 
of  war  of  the  Confederate  Army  now  in  prison  at  Point  Lookont,  and 
beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  they  are  as  well  cared  for,  and  in  as  good 
health,  and  as  well  fed  as  the  soldiers  in  our  Army. 
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I  will  send  you  in  my  next  communication  the  statement  of  the  ser- 
geants, Confederate  prisoners,  who  have  charge  of  the  several  cook- 
houses upon  that  subject. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  ration  is  as  large  as  our  regularly 
issued  ration,  because  of  their  state  of  entire  inactivity,  but  it  is  in 
every  respect  of  the  same  quality  as  those  issued  to  the  men  generally. 

If  you  have  any  doubt  of  it,  upon  an  examination  of  tlie  condition 
of  the  men  I  send  you,  and  upon  hearing  their  statements,  please  sug- 
gest what,  in  your  judgment,  should  be  done  further  in  their  behalf 

I  have  made  this  examination  and  this  statement  to  you  in  order 
that  you  may  be  able  to  satisfy  the  friends  of  the  prisoners  who  may 
be  disturbed  by  the  unfounded  reports  of  ill  tieatnicnt  and  cruelty 
suB'ered  by  the  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout,  in  like  niiuiner  as  our  people 
are  excited  by  what  I  hope  are  like  groundless  stories  of  ill-usage  and 
starvation  suttered  by  our  soldiers  in  your  hands. 

I  lind  there  some  of  the  wounded  from  Gettysburg,  and  some  that 
have  been  sick  that  are  convalescent,  and  some  so  far  disabled  by  sick- 
ness that,  while  they  may  be  sent  forward  for  exchange,  they  will  proba- 
bly be  of  no  further  service  in  the  field. 

Men  without  arms  and  legs  and  debilitated  by  sickness  are  certainly 
untit  to  bear  the  necessary  hardships  incident  to  a  condition  of  prisoners 
of  war;  besides,  they  encumber  our  hospitals. 

As.  upon  examination,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  order  them  into 
the  prisoners'  camp  with  wounds  freshly  healed  aiul  health  hardly 
restored,  and  as,  perhaps,  the  hope  of  seeing  their  friends  might  have  a 
benettcial  influence  upon  their  health,  therefore  1  suggest  that  m  the 
next  transport  I  send  up  as  many  (.f  these  as  are  entirely  able  to  bear 
the  exposures  of  traveling  without  probable  danger  to  their  health,  and 
that  in  exchange  you  will  return  to  me  an  equal  number  ot  our  soldiers 
that  may  be  in  like  condition.  As  it  may  be  inconvenient  and  ]»reiu- 
dicial  to  their  health  to  transship  these  invalids  on  either  side,  I  will 
have  them  put  upon  a  separate  boat,  upon  which  there  shall  be  nothing 
but  provisions  for  them,  and  will  direct  that  that  boat  he  i)ut  at  your 
disposal  at  City  Point  to  carry  tliem  immediately  to  Richmond  and 
bring  back  those  that  you  shall  give  in  exchange. 

Ut  course,  you  will  transfer,  if  you  think  best,  the  master  and  crew 
of  the  boat  to  the  steamer  Xew  York,  which  will  accompany  them,  and 
will  remain  at  (Jity  Point,  and  put  your  own  master  and  crew  on  board 
until  tiie  l)oat  is  returned. 

I  need  not  suggest  the  necessity  of  care  that  the  boat,  which  is  but  a 
hired  transport,  shall  receive  no  damage  while  in  your  charge,  tor  which 
my  (lovernmeut  will  be  responsilde. 

And  I  further  suggest  whether  the  same  means  of  avoiding  trans- 
shipment might  not  be  a  convenieme  and  faciliry  in  making  furrlier 
exchanges  of  well  men.  as  well  as  invalids. 

1  also  send  four  otticers.  lately  captured  at  Charles  City  Court- lIoii>e, 
and  a  surgeon  ;  one  in  exchange  for  Captain  Irving,  who  was  sentdown 
by  last  boat;  one  at  his  argent  ie(iiicst.  being  suffering  from  injuries; 
and  two  others,  for  whom  you  will  forward  me  any  otlicers  of  ''i|iial 
rank.  I  send  these,  though  lately  captured,  liec;iiise  I  liavc  no  uriiccrs 
short  of  Johnson's  Island,  and  I  wish  to  avoid  dt-lay. 

I  also  send  others,  prisoners  whom  I  understand  were  exchanged  long 
since,  but  by  some  oversight  were  not  forwarded  until  now. 

I  trust  such  oversight  will  never  happen  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  \'our  obedient  servant, 

HENJ.  F.  BL'TLFR, 
Major-General.  Commandni'/.  (iml  ('umiiiis.siiiinr  of  E.nhaiiiji'. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Yieginia  and  North  Caeolina, 

December  25,  1863. 
Hon.  Egbert  Otld,  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond: 

The  agents  of  tbe  Sanitary  Commission  claim  that  a  Mr.  Alfred  F. 
Brengle,  now  confined  at  Castle  Thunder,  near  Richmond,  was  employed 
in  the  Sanitary  Commission  at  the  time  of  his  arrest;  was  entirely  non- 
combatant,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  exchanged.  I  am  informed  that 
it  has  been  proposed  to  exchange  him  for  a  Mr.  Thatcher,  also  a  non- 
combatant.  We  have  no  record  of  such  a  Mr.  Thatcher.  We  should 
be  willing  to  exchange  Mr.  Thatcher  for  Mr.  Brengle  if  he  stands  in 
similar  circumstances.  W^ill  you  give  us  means  of  makiug  inquiry  for 
Mr.  Thatcher  .'  Will  yon  also  forward  Mr.  Brengle,  either  conditionally 
or  unconditionally'  If  we  can  find  Mr.  Thatcher,  and  he  desires  to  be 
exchanged,  1  will  send  him  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding,  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

December  25,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Otld,  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond: 

I  understand  that  it  has  been  proposed  by  you  that  if  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  steamers  Emily  and  Arrow,  captured  by  your  forces  about 
the  ICth  of  May,  1863,  and  the  boats  were  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  when  captured,  the  officers 
and  men  would  be  released.  I  am  not  informed  how  the  proposed  evi 
dence  can  bear  upon  the  matter;  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
to  you  to  ask  if  such  a  proposition  has  been  made  before  I  look  for  the 
evidence  suggested,  if  any  such  exists. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding,  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  25,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  of  the  Confederate  Authorities : 
Sir:  I  desire  to  have  specially  exchanged  Capt.  B.  F.  Ewers,  of  the 
One  hundredth  Ohio  Volunteers.     He  is  now  suffering  with  the  chronic 
diarrhea,  with  a  predisposition  to  phthisis.     He  will  probably  not  live; 
and  if  able  to  come,  please  send  him,  and  I  will  account  for  liim. 
1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  iS:c., 

BENJ.  F.  BL'TLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqirs.  Dept.  of  Vir(;inia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  25,  1863. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  of  the  Confederate  Authorities : 
Sir:  Maj.  Joseph  Cushing  Edmands,  Thirty-second  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  was  about  the  14th  of  December  on  picket  duty  eight  miles 
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t'rom  WarrentOD,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  captured  or  killed  by 
the  Confederate  soldiers,  I  wish  you  to  ascertain  where  he  is,  or  what 
has  become  of  him,  for  the  sake  of  his  father,  who  is  a  personal  friend 
of  mine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Generid,  Comma  ndintj. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  25,  1S63. 
EIoii.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange  of  the  Confederate  Authorities: 
Sir:  I  take  leave  to  send  you  inclosed  an  extract  furnished  me  by 
General  Hitchcock   from  the  statement  of  Surgeon  Forrester,  Fifth 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  in  regard  to  Captain  McKce.'' 

If  that  statement  is  correct  I  know  that  you  will  see  to  it  that  proper 
proceedings  are  had,  either  to  procure  for  Captain  McKee  a  trial  or 
promote  his  release. 
May  I  ask  a  favorable  reply,  stating  your  action  in  the  premises. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  December  'Jj,  1S63. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  papers  in  the  case  of 
two  Ohio  prisoners  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  authorities — 
Lieut.  E.  H.  Mason,  Company  B,  Twenty  first  Ohio  Volunteers,  and 
Private  John  NVollam.  Company  C,  Thirty  third  Ohio  Volunteers.  Do 
me  the  favor  to  report  where  they  are,  in  what  condition,  and  if  they 
cannot  be  exchanged,  the  reasons  that  lead  to  that  conclusidu.  Allow 
nie  to  remark  tliat  I  do  not  share  in  the  apprehension  expressed  by  the 
agent  of  Ohio,  that  any  wrong  has  or  will  be  tlone  them. 
Please  return  the  papers  with  your  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

BE  N.I.   F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Ceneral.  Commanding,  and   (Jonimissioni  r  nf  Exchange. 


Special  Ordeks,  ;    IIdqrs.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  X.  ('arolixa. 

No.  LJ8.  \  Fort   Monme.  L>ecvinl>er  J'j,  ISHS. 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meiedith  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  this 
de[)artment  as  i'ommissi(;ner  of  exclianuc,  and  will  not  carry  (jn  any 
coirespondence  with  any  <_'oiifederate  autliorities   until   further  ortlers. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Butler: 

R.  S.   HA  VIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


'  lixtruct  Qot  fouud;  but  see  Forrester  to  Editors,  p.  752. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  December  25,  1S63. 
Snrg.  A.  M.  CLARK, 

Actin'j  Merlical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War,  Washington,  D.C.: 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  ouce  to  visit  the  several  stations  in  the 
West  where  prisoners  of  war  are  held,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
present  condition  of  the  sick  in  hospital  and  in  barracks,  and  putting 
in  force  such  reforms  in  the  various  branches  of  the  hospital  service  as 
may  be  found  necessary,  (rive  such  directions  to  the  surgeons  iu 
charge  of  hosi>itals  in  all  minor  matters  as  you  may  think  necessary, 
and  iu  those  of  more  consequence  you  will  consult  the  commanders  and 
request  the  proper  orders  given.  When  larger  hospital  accommoda- 
tions for  the  sick  are  necessary  direct  them  to  be  built  and  conveniently 
fitted  up,  the  exi)ense  to  be  paid  out  of  the  prisoners'  fund,  and  with 
the  same  fund  procure  all  necessary  bedding  and  clothing  for  the  sick 
and  what  table  furniture  and  kitchen  utensils  may  be  required.  Exam- 
ine particularly  into  the  management  of  the  hospital  fund  and. see  that 
the  savings  are  economically  made  and  that  the  funds  are  judiciously 
expended.  Yon  will  also  examine  into  the  general  sanitary  condition 
of  the  places  you  visit  and  make  such  suggestions  of  measures  for 
improvements  as  you  may  think  proper.  Having  visited  the  several 
stations  iu  the  most  convenient  order,  and  given  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions, you  will,  on  your  return,  again  visit  them  and  see  that  the 
measures  suggested  have  been  properly  carried  out. 

On  comi)Ieting   this  duty  you  will  report  in  person  at  this  office, 
giving  a  detailed  report  of  the  service  performed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdmrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xtar  Sandusky,  Ohio,  December  25,  lSf>3. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  (f  Prisoners,   Wasliinyton,  D.  C: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1 9th 
instant,  inclosing  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Montrose  A.  Pallen, 
dated  at  Montreal  on  the  lith  of  December  instant,  to  Hon.  E.  M. 
Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  Doctor  Pallen  states  that  he  has 
received  communications  which  reveal  the  suti'ering  comlition  of  the 
prisoners  of  war  conriued  at  .Johnson's  Island,  Point  Lookout,  Camp 
Chase,  and  Camp  Douglas;  that  many  of  the  men  are  without  tlie 
necessary  clothing  even  to  hide  their  nakedness,  and  during  the  last 
cold  weather  several  of  them  absolutely  froze  to  death  at  Point  Lookout, 
where  they  are  living  in  tents,  and  more  than  half  of  the  'J.OIJU  and 
more  there  confined  have  not  even  a  single  blanket  for  covering  or  bed- 
ding, and  sleep  on  the  b;ire  ground.  You  reipiire  me.  in  reitly  to  the 
statements  in  the  abstract  from  the  letter  of  Doctor  Pallen  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  jiris- 
oners  in  m\-  charge,  their  accommodations  in  barracks  or  tents,  their 
subsistence,  their  clothing,  and  the  provisions  made  for  them  in  hos- 
pital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reinirt  that  the  specidc  allegations  appear 
by  said  extract  to  be  contined  to  Point  Lookout,  leaving  the  general 
charge  of  the  '-suffering  condition  of  the  prisoners  of  war  "'alone  appli- 
cable to  the  depiit  for  prisoners  of  war  near  Sandusky,  which  genera) 
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charge  will  be  most  eti'ectually  controverted  by  the  facts  hereinafter 
reported  respecting  their  actual  condition,  as  indeed  the  specitic  allega- 
tions contained  in  said  extract  of  the  letter  of  Doctor  Fallen  would  be, 
if  considered  at  all  applicable  to  this  depot.  There  are  now  at  this 
depot  2,633  men  prisoners,  embracing  -J87  general,  held,  and  statf  offi- 
cers and  2,274  company  officers.  The  remainder  are  privates,  political 
prisoners,  persons  sentenced  by  courts  martial,  and  spies.  This  depot 
is  located  on  an  island  in  Sandusky  Bay,  three  miles  from  the  city  of 
Sandusky.  There  is  an  iuclosure  of  fifteen  acres  on  the  south  side  ot 
the  island.  It  is  covered  with  grass  and  tlie  prisoners  have  the  full 
range  of  the  iuclosure  to  within  thirty  feet  of  the  fence.  Within  this 
iuclosure  are  thirteen  barracks,  in  which  the  prisimers  are  quartered. 
The  buildings  are  two  stories  in  height,  four  of  which  are  severally  117 
feet  long,  29  feet  wide,  and  each  divided  into  22  rooms,  2  kitchens  and 
mess-rooms  included.  Each  building  contains  on  an  average  150  pris- 
oners. Four  of  the  other  barracks  aie  severally  130  feet  long  and  2-1: 
feet  wide,  divided  into  ti  rooms.  There  are  2  kitchens  to  each  barrack, 
built  on  as  additions  to  the  main  building.  In  each  of  these  barracks 
are  quartered  about  230  prisoners.  The  four  other  barracks  are  sev- 
erally 130  feet  long  and  24  feet  wide,  tlividetl  into  (!  rooms,  with  2  kitch- 
ens each,  in  addition  to  the  main  building,  and  in  each  are  quartered 
270  prisoners.  In  the  above  no  alluwauce  is  made  tor  those  absent  in 
hospital.  The  remaining  building  is  the  hos[iital.  It  is  126  feet  long, 
30  feet  wnle,  and  divided  into  4  wards.  There  are,  besides,  a  stesv- 
ard's  room  and  a  consulting  roitm.  All  of  the  l)arracks  have  bunks  and 
stoves  in  each  room.  Kvery  bunk  has  a  straw  tick,  aud  each  prisoner 
has  a  blanket  issued  to  him  if  he  has  not  sufficient  of  his  own,  and 
additional  blankets  have  been  issued  wlien  called  for  on  complaint  of 
being  cold,  so  that  each  bunk  for  two  men  has  an  average  of  three 
blankets.  With  regard  to  clothing,  your  orders  are  to  issue  it  when 
absolutely  necessary.  It  is  done  when  the  prisoner  is  not  protected 
from  sutiering  on  account  of  the  cold,  or  when  his  clothing  is  so  worn 
as  not  to  protect  his  person.  Cntil  the  sutler  was  removed,  in  ]S"ovem- 
ber  last,  the  prisoners  had  opiiortuiiity  to  purchase  clothing,  when 
needed,  to  the  amount  of  one  suit  and  change  of  underclothing,  as 
directed  by  you,  but  they  have  no  oiq)ortuuity  now  to  purchase,  and  uo 
clothing  is  allowed,  by  your  orders,  to  be  delivered  to  the  prisoners 
from  their  friends,  except  such  as  is  sent  from  near  relatives,  and  as 
many  of  the  prisoners  have  no  relatives  within  our  lines  the  issue 
of  clothing  by  the  Clovernineut  will  have  to  be  largely  increased  should 
these  prisoners  remain  any  great  length  of  time.  By  the  report  of 
Lieut.  L.  M.  Brooks.  acconii)anyiiig  herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  since 
last  January  there  have  been  issued  to  prisoners  1,046  trousers,  1,022 
shirts,  200  blouses,  270  drawers,  3S0  pair  socks,  13  greatcoats,  and  706 
pair  of  shoes.  The  same  ([uality  of  rations  are  issued  to  the  prisoners 
as  to  the  troops,  and  in  quantity  the  same  as  tlie  old  army  rations. 
Theiiuantity  is  much  greater,  in  point  of  fact,  than  to  the  troops  on  the 
island,  allowing  for  the  company  savings  resold  to  the  commissary. 
Bread  is  issued  daily,  the  same  having  been  baked  at  the  post  bake- 
house, aud  is  distributed  among  the  tlitterent  messes  of  prisoners 
according  to  their  several  numbers.  Fresh  beef  is  issued  live  days  in 
a  week.  It  is  cut  up  and  delivered  to  the  ditferent  messes  according 
to  numbers.  Wood  is  delivered  cut  into  four-feet  lengths.  The  pris- 
oners do  all  their  work  of  every  descri[jtion_^  cooking  and  policing 
included,  and  cutting  up  their  wood.  It  is  practically  iliihcult  to  have 
them  keep  their  quarters  properly  iioliced  at  all  times,  either  through 
an  appeal  to  their  own  health   or  coiutbrt  or  by  such  iJiscipline  and 
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punishment  as  is  resorted  to  to  secure  sufficient  cleanliness  from  the 
details  daily  made  tor  that  purpose  from  among  the  prisoners.  There 
is  a  surgeon  and  also  a  physician  hired  to  assist  him,  who  have  the 
charge  of  the  hospital.  I  believe  the  sick  have  had  every  care  and 
kindness  compatible  with  their  condition  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  Doctor  Woodbridge.  the  surgeon,  accompanying 
herewith,  for  more  particular  information  respecting  the  hospital  and 
other  provisions  for  the  sick,  with  the  assurance  that  his  statements  can 
be  relied  on  as  correct. 

In  considering  the  mortality  it  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
that  many  came  here  after  great  exposure  in  camp,  on  marches,  and  on 
the  battle-held;  many  wounded,  many  sick  on  their  arrival,  and  many 
very  much  emaciated.  The  smallpox  has  been  brought  here  on  three 
different  occasions  by  prisoners  having  the  disease  on  their  arrival,  so 
that  they  were  carried  at  once  into  the  pest-house.  The  truth  is  that 
the  health  of  the  prisoners  greatly  improves  while  at  this  depot,  so 
much  so  that  there  is  a  marked  change  in  their  api)earance  for  the 
better  between  their  arrival  and  departure. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIERSOISr, 
Lieutvnant-Colonel,  Commanding  rout. 


Office  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Depot  Prisoner.s  of  War, 
Near  iSamlusky,  Oliio,  December  25,  18ii3. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Pierson.  Commandhuj  Post: 

8iR:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  the  lionor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  confined 
at  this  post,  viz:  First,  barracks,  oce.  Tliere  are  in  all  thirteen  bar- 
racks for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  including  one  hospital,  each  two 
stories.  Four  of  these  barracks  are  each  117  feet  long  and  L"J  feet 
wide,  divided  into  22  rooms,  including  2  kitchens  and  2  double  mess- 
rooms,  and  holding  at  the  present  time  on  an  average  of  150  prisoners. 
Four  barracks  are  each  130  feet  long  and  24  feet  wide,  divided  into  6 
compartments,  with  2  kitchens  in  addition  to  the  main  building,  and 
containing  on  an  average  23.3  prisoners.  Four  barracks  are  each  134 
feet  long  and  24  feet  wide,  divided  into  6  compartments,  with  2 
kitchens  in  addition  to  the  main  building,  and  contain  on  an  average 
270  prisoners.  The  hospital  is  12i>  feet  long  and  3o  feet  wide,  and 
divided  into  4  wards,  and  contains  aliont  80  patients  at  ])resent.  The 
barracks  are  all  provided  with  bunks,  tables,  and  benches,  and  stoves  in 
all  the  rooms,  (.'ooking  utensils  and  table  furniture  are  also  furnished. 
Second,  rations  are  issued  to  prisoners  in  accordance  with  the  old 
army  regulations  and  of  the  same  quality  as  those  issued  to  the  U.  S. 
troops.  Third,  wood  is  issued  tor  actual  use:  at  present  about  fifteen 
cords  per  day  is  allowed'.  Fourtli.  clothing  is  issued  when  absolutely 
necessary.  The  issue  for  the  year  isiy.',  is  as  follows,  viz:  Trousers, 
1,04(5;  shirts,  1,092:  blouses.  L'oo:  drawers,  270:  socks,  380;  greatcoats, 
13;  shoes,  7!HJ. 

I  am,  sir,  ^"ery  resiicctfiilh-,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  BKOOKS, 
First  Lieut.,  Hojf'man'y  Jliit.'iilinii  Ohio  Volunteer  In t'antry, 

Artint/  Assistant   (Quartermaster. 
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[Incloaare  ^o.  2.] 

Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
year  iiandusky,  Ohio,  December  25,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Pieeson,  Command  in;/: 

Sir:  The  number  of  prisoners  received  at  this  post  since  its  organi- 
zation is  6,-tlO.  The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  as  good  as  could 
have  been  expectetl  with  the  same  number  ot  men,  with  their  general 
health  impaired  by  previous  disease,  exposure,  and  bad  diet,  and  while 
there  has  been  the  ordinary  sickness  of  camps  and  prisons,  we  have 
had  also  fevers  of  a  typhoid  type,  rubeola,  smalli)Ox,  erysi[ielas,  hospi- 
tal gangrene,  and  diphtheria;  but  the  mortality  has  been  small  in  the 
aggregate  and  also  in  the  number  of  cases  attacked.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  all  causes  has  been  127,  an  average  of  six  and  one- 
third  per  month.  The  cases  have  been  as  successfully  treated  here  as 
they  could  have  been  anywhere  with  the  continemeut  and  the  fact  that 
prisoners  are  apt  to  get  into  a  low  condition  and  despondent,  being 
away  from  home  and  friends;  but  uniform  kindness  of  manner  and 
encouraging  hinguage  give  them  hope  and  confidence  of  recovery. 
The  accommodations  for  the  sick  are  good.  The  hospital  building  is 
I'JO  feet  by  ■'!()  feet,  with  a  transverse  hall  Hi  feet  wide  in  the  center; 
there  are  4  wards  48  by  30  feet,  containing'  80  beds,  and  giving  to 
each  patient,  when  full,  728  cubic  feet  of  atmospheric  air.  The  office 
and  steward's  room  is  below,  and  immediately  above  is  the  consulting- 
room,  used  also  as  a  sleepiug-room  by  the  honse  surgeons,  that  they 
may  be  always  at  hand  to  attend  to' the  wants  of  the  patients,  and 
never  since  the  establishment  of  the  hospital  have  I  been  without  com- 
petent Confederate  surgeons  to  assist  me  in  attending  the  sick,  and 
who  cheerfully  gave  their  time  to  that  duty.  When  the" surgeons  were 
exchanged.  I  have  supplied  their  place  with  surgeons  holding  commis- 
sions in  the  line.  The  cooking  arrangements  aie  good,  and  I  now  have 
a  professed  cook,  who  is  most  apt  in  getting  up  many  nice  dishes  for 
the  sick.  In  addition  to  the  rations  I  furnish  them  tiour,  potatoes, 
corn  meal,  butter,  eggs,  chickens,  tea,  &C. ;  milk  being  the  most  diflfl- 
cult  to  obtain,  and  in  winter  the  supply  is  very  meayer  on  the  island. 
Of  medicines  and  stimulants  the  sui)[ily  is  liberal,  and  more  than 
double  the  proportion  used  by  the  same  number  of  uur  troops.  The 
bedding  is  sutHcient  in  bed  sacks  and  blankets,  but  the  number  of 
sheets  and  pillows  is  insufficient  for  all,  but  the  most  ueedy  are  sup- 
plied. The  smallpox  has  been  three  times  brought  here  by  prisoners 
from  this  point.  Init  the  cases  are  immediately  removed  from  the  jirison 
to  the  pest-house,  whiuh  narrows  as  much  as  possible  the  cham-e  of  con- 
tagion, and  with  twenty-six  cases  here  since  July  there  have  been  but 
four  deaths,  and  they  all  of  the  contiuent  variety.  We  have  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  lose  none  with  hospital  gangrene.  If  it  be  proper  in 
this,  I  would  recommend  that  some  provision  be  made  by  which  the 
l)risoners  can  purchase  onions,  cabbage,  and  potatoes.  In  my  opinion 
there  are  not  sufficient  vegetables  in'the  old  army  rations  for  the  per- 
manent health  of  the  prisoners.  So  little  time  has  now  elapsed,  how- 
ever, since  the  prisoners  had  the  ojiportunity  to  purchase  of  the  sutler 
that  the  evils  arising  in  camp  for  want  of  sufficient  vegetable  diet  have 
not  becoaie  manifest. 

I  am,  verv  respectfullv.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.   \VOtH»BRIDGK. 
,SHr(jiijn  Hnfiitan's  Battalion,  hrpitt  I'ri.soners  of   War. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  December  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks, 

Commandimj  Department  of  the  Oulf,  Xew  Orleans,  La.: 
Geneeal:  Sometime  iu  July  last  the  War  Department  found  it 
necessary  to  suspend  the  operation  of  so  much  of  General  Orders,  No. 
60,  of  June  6.  IStil',  and  No.  90,  of  July  26, 1862,  as  direct  that  medical 
officers  and  chaplaius  who  may  be  captured  shall  be  unconditionally 
discharged,  they  being  nou  combatants,  but  recently,  the  cause  of  the 
suspension  having  been  removed,  the  orders  above  alluded  to  have 
again  been  put  in  full  force. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, Chattanooga,  Teuu.) 


Office  CommissaeyGeneeax  of  Peisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  2H,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  20th  instant  iu  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  hospital  on  the 
New  Jersey  shore,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  approves  your  suggestion  to  substitute  a  tent  hospital,  it 
you  find  oue  necessary,  for  the  frame  hospital  ordered. 
Very  respectfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Assistant  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Coeps, 

Xeic  Iberia,  La.,  December  26,  1863. 
Capt.  H.  L.  Pierson,  Jr.. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Provost-Marshal-General : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  re|)ort  to  you  that  the  prisoners  of 
war  sent  up  by  you  were  yesterday  delivered  to  the  Confederate  author- 
ities iu  exchange  lor  prisoners  of  ours  iu  their  hands. 

Colonel  Vincent,  C.  S.  Army,  has  applied  for  permission  to  have  a 
trunk  of  female  apparel  sent  out  to  his  wife  from  New  Orleans.  JIaj. 
Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin  has  himself  no  objection  to  allowing  this,  provided 
the  provost-marshal-general  deems  it  advisable  and  proper. 

If  the  request  is  brought  to  your  notice  by  Colonel  Vincent's  friends 
in  New  Orleans  I  have  to  reijuest  you  to  give  it  such  consideration  as 
you  think  best. 

Should  any  such  trunk  be  sent  to  us  to  forward,  we  shall,  of  course, 
understand  that  it  has  been  carefully  examined. 

The  major  general  coinuiauding  desires  nie  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Confederate  prisoners,  both  officers  and  men,  who 
arrived  from  New  Orleans  were  accompanied  by  a  large  amount  of 
baggage,  consisting  of  extra  suits  of  clothing,  spurs,  belts,  tiles,  cotton, 
needles,  playing  cards  (by  the  gross),  and  writing-paper  (by  the  ream), 
I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

KDWAIID  L.  MOLINEUX, 
Cuhintl  and   Commissioner  fur  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  op  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fortress  Monroe,  December  27,  \863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  On  Thursday  last,  in  eompliauce  with  your  order  by  telegram 
I  went  to  Point  Lookout  and  made  a  full  inspection  of  its  locality  as  a 
l)risoners'  camp,  the  means  of  retaining  the  prisoners  within  and 
defending  it  from  any  attack  from  without,  and  also  of  the  condition  of 
the  prisoners  there  conrineil,  and  made  incpiiry  into  the  general  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  iu  that  district. 

Immediately  upon  receiving  your  suggestion  of  the  possibility  of  a 
rescue  I  sent  the  army  gun  boat  (ieueral  Jesup  to  report  to  (leneral 
Marston,  and  also  a  very  efficient  light  battery. 

I  am  convinced  that  Point  Lookout  is  one  of  the  best  situations  and 
with  surticieiit  capacity  to  retain  and  control  all  rebel  piisouei'S  that  we 
have  or  are  likely  to  have  in  our  hands.  It  is  entirely  defensible,  owing 
to  its  situation,  with  much  less  than  the  [irescnt  Vorce  guarding  it, 
against  the  attack  of  the  whole  of  (ieneral  Lee's  army. 

I  found  the  prisoners  well  fed,  perfectly  well  covered  as  regards 
tents,  and  sufficiently  clothed. 

I  send  appended  a  memorandum  of  a  conversation  reduced  to  writing 
by  my  phonogTaphic  clerk  and  afterward  sworn  to  by  the  six  Confed- 
erate prisoners  who  were  sergeants  of  the  cook-houses.  It  will  be 
observed  that  their  statement  is  a  complete  answer  to  all  slanders 
against  the  management  of  the  prisoners. 

I  found  that  the  internal  adnunistration  of  the  post  had  been  very  sat- 
istactorily  carried  on  by  Brigadier  General  Marston.  who  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  efficiency  and  economy,  but  I  think  the  external 
arrangements  are  exceedingly  expensive.  All  the  supplies,  whether 
qnartermaster's  or  comnussary's,  are  furnished  from  Washington;  so 
that  bread  and  forage  are  first  to  be  carried  by  Point  Lookout  to  VVasli- 
ingtou  and  then  brought  back  and  deliveretl  at  Point  Lookout.  That 
necessitates  the  running  of  a  steamer  dady  between  Washington  and 
that  iioiut.  I  shall  take  leave  to  alter  the  arrangement  as  to  .snpj)lies, 
and  shall  furnish  the  supplies  directly  from  Baltimore  or  New  York,  to 
be  huuled  at  Point  Locjkout  without  any  transshipment. 

1  also  propose  that  the  steamers  (jf  the  Pay  Line,  being  mail  steamers 
running  between  Baltimore  and  Fortress  .^lonroe.  as  they  pass  Point 
Lotikout  each  way  on  their  route,  shall  >top  there  for  the  mail  matter 
and  passengers,  so  that  (.•onimunicati(ui  between  Point  Lookout  and 
\\'ashingfon  by  mail  will  l)e  twice  as  fre(|uent  as  at  present  and 
every  day  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Point  Lookout,  and  that,  too, 
without  any  .ulditional  expense  to  the  (lovcrnment  and  the  saving 
of  a  steamboat  upon  the  Potomac.  I  lia\'e  written  to  the  Postmaster- 
Ceneral  so  to  arrange  the  mails.  This  will  relieve  the  services  of  one 
steamer  ])lying  on  the  Potomac  liivcr. 

1  lind  that  there  has  been  the  sum  of  >'<;."i.()iii)  in  cash  sa\ed  from 
feeding  the  prisoners,  over  and  above  the  allowance.  1  pioiiij>e  to  use 
such  [lortion  of  that  fund  as  may  be  necessary  foi-  the  purpose  of  fnr- 
ni>hing  facilities  of  transportation  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners  which 
are  now  chargeal)le  to  the  (^tuartermastei's  Department. 

I  have  taken  -jno  prisoners  from  Point  Lookout  and  sent  them  to 
City  Point  by  flag  of  truce,  as  oi)ening  the  exchange,  and  1  ex[)ect  to 
be  able  to  telegraph  you  by  the  time  you  na'civc  this  report  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  exi>eriment,  and  I  will  then  report  at  lcnL:th  the  correspond- 
ciice  had  between  .Mr.  Ould  and  myself  iip^n  tlie  subject  of  exchange. 
1  have  sent  none  away  that  dnl  not  desire  to  i^c. 
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I  am  informed  that  large  numbers  of  the  prisoners  would  enlist  in 
our  service  if  tbouyht  proper,  and  to  that  I  see  no  objection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

HeADQ CARTERS   SAINT   MAET'S   DISTRICT, 

Foitit  Lookout,  Md.,  December  24,  ISflS. 

Conversation  between  Mai.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  and  six  Confederate  pris- 
oners, sergeants  of  the  cook-houses  at  the  prisoners'  camp. 

General.  The  command  of  this  district  being  pat  under  my  charge 
I  want  to  liudw  exactly,  from  each  of  you,  how  the  prisoners  are  treated, 
and  as  I  can't  examine  them  all  I  have  taken  you  as  the  representative 
men,  who  know  the  most  about  it.  I  want  to  know  the  facts.  You 
may  state  them  to  me  without  fear,  favor,  or  affection,  and  that  you 
may  not  feel  embarrassed  at  all  General  Marston  has  withdrawn,  and 
if  you  have  any  desire,  any  of  you,  I  will  ask  Sergeant  Wilkinson  to 
withdraw  also.     (Sergeant  Wilkinson  is  acting  commissary  sergeant.) 

Sergeaut  Olivei;.  I  don't  thiuk  that  there  is  a  m.iu  iu  this  lirigade  wlio  coiilJ 
please  us  better,  sir,  than  Sergeant  Wilkinson. 

Ai.L.   We  all  agree  to  that,  sir.     Xo  man  could  please  us  better. 

Generax.  What  is  your  name,  sir? 

Sehge.\.\t.  W.  a.  T.  Oliver. 

General.  How  long  have  you  been  here? 

Oliver.  About  four  months.  I  was  one  of  the  tirst  thousand  that  came  to  the 
point. 

General.  You  are  sergeant  of  a  cook-house?    What  is  your  duty? 

Oliver.  To  see  that  the  rations  are  drawn  and  cooked  and  divided  among  these 
l,5r)0  men  that  I  have  charge  of.     I  have  been  in  the  business  about  three  months. 

General.  In  what  regiment,  company,  and  corps  were  yon? 

Oliver.  Company  D,  First  Texas,  Hood's  division,  Longstreet's  corps. 

General.  Do  you  know  what  the  ration  allowed  for  a  prisoner  is? 

Oliver.  I  do  not,  sir. 

General.  Do  you  see  the  rations  dealt  out? 

Oliver.  Yes.  sir. 

General.  AVhat  do  you  receive  per  day  each  man  ? 

I  invER.  Well,  sir,  for  1,4.50  to  1,.500  men  we  get  three  barrels  of  pickled  pork  a 
day,  ten  irackers  a  day  each,  a  cup  of  colfee,  about  two-thirds  of  a  cup  that  makes 
aliout  a  pint  of  coti'ce  twice  a  day.  We  get  the  cotfee  twice  a  day  when  we  don't 
li.ivf  soup.     When  wc  have  soup  it  is  iu  lieu  of  coffee. 

General.  Is  that  every  day? 

Oliver.  No,  sir. 

General.  What  change  is  there  from  that? 

Oliver.  We  average  soup  every  third  day.  One  barrel  of  beans  with  the  surplus 
crackers  makes  a  lirst-rate  cup  of  soup — two-thirds  of  a  cup — a  pint  of  soup. 

General.  Do  you  put  any  meat  iu  it? 

Oliver.  No,  sir;  we  put  the  meat  on  the  table. 

General.  The  soup  is  umde  of  the  liquor  in  which  the  meat  is  boiled  ? 

Oli\eb.   Yes,  sir;  we  generally  Ijoil  about  two  barrels  of  meat  with  the  beaus. 
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General.  You  have  that  about  every  third  day? 

Oliver.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  been  getting  turnips  lately.  We  have  turnips  and 
pork  to-day.  (Ine  barrel  or  two  barrels  of  turnips  and  one  barrel  of  c.irrots  cut  up 
make  a  i;ood  soup. 

(rENERAL.  Aiiythiug  elsc  ? 

Olivku.  We  have  had  some  cabbage. 

General.  Yes;  but  have  you  any  other  eliauge  from  day  to  day? 

dliver.  I  believe  that  is  all  the  change  we  have  had — light  bread  and  fresh  meat 
twice  a  week,  now  we  get  it  about  once  a  week. 

General.  Is  fresh  meat  dealt  out  extra? 

Oliver.   It  is  a  ration  instead  of  the  salt-meat  ration. 

General.  How  mucli  fresh  meat  do  you  get? 

(Oliver.  From  four  and  a  half  to  five  and  a  half  quarters. 

General.  Do  you  see  it  weighed  ? 

Oliver.  \o,  air. 

General.  Weighing  about  how  much  on  an  average — do  you  know? 

Oliver.  I  can't  tell  yon:  as  a  general  thing  we  have  got  very  fine  beef 

General.  That  is  for  your  division  of  1,500  men  ? 

Oli\  er.  Ye.s,  sir;  diminished  as  much  as  it  may  be  by  those  gone  to  the  hospitals 
and  absent.  Generally  we  give  in  our  reports,  and  if  there  is  twenty-five  or  fifty  men 
come  from  the  hospital  we  get  a  little  extra  sometimes. 

(General.  Is  it  gauged,  then,  upon  a  standard  of  1,500  men? 
Oliver.  Yes,  sir. 

General.  Well,  now,  in  this  matter  of  food,  to  save  going  all  nver 
this  matter  with  each  one  of  yon.  I  will  ask  you  that  if  either  of  you 
has  anything  to  add  to  this  statement  you  will  make  it  known. 

Sergt.  R.  M.  Brooks,  Company  0,  Fourth  [Forty-seventh]  Virginia,  Hill's  corps; 
.T.  I).  Palmer,  Company  (!',  Fifty-fifth  \'irginia  Regiment,  A.  P.  Hill's  corps;  W,  T, 
Johnson,  Company  JI,  Fifty-fifth  Virginia  Regiment,  Heth's  division,  A.  P,  Hill's 
corps:  C,  P.  Mooring,  Company  D,  Twenty-second  Virginia  Battalion;  Thomas  Otis, 
Company  D,  Seventh  Texas,  General  Gaidner's  division,  all  say:  We  have  nothing 
to  add,  sir;  he  has  state<l  my  case,  sir. 

General.  Is  this  ;imonnt  honestly  and  regularly  dealt  out  to  you,  as 
far  as  you  know  '. 

Olivei;  I  all  joining).  It  is,  sir.  I  have  never  sent  to  Sergeant  Wilkinson  and 
demanded  anything  but  what  he  has  gi\en  me. 

General.  Well,  now,  I  want  to  know  and  see  that  there  is  no  cheat- 
ing done  here;  after  it  is  dealt  ont  to  you,  is  it  honestly  given  to  the  men? 

iirn-ER.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  given  strict  attention  to  that  un  self.  We  get  so  mucli 
anil  we  are  responsible  for  it. 

(All  s;iy  that  they  concur  in  the  above  statements  of  Sergeant  Oliver.) 

(iENERAL,  Well,  uow,  as  to  the  houses  of  the  men. 

<iLi\ER.    They  are  in  tents,  -ir. 

General.  How  many  are  there  to  a  Sibley  tent? 

Oli\'er.   I  am  not  able  to  fell  much  about  tlie  tents. 
Sergeant  .Joiixsii.v.   I  beard  there  were  sixteen,  sir. 

General.  Have  those  tents  all  stoves  or  chimneys? 
Sergeants.  All  chimnevs,  but  few  stoves. 
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Generai..  How  have  you  been  supplied  with  wood  ? 

Sergeants.  We  get  ample  wood  nt  the  cook-houses  for  cooking  pnrpospH.  There  is 
some  grumbling  iu  the  camps  with  regard  to  wood.  Wheu  we  want  it  in  the  cook- 
houses we  go  to  .^ergeant  Wilkinson  and  get  it. 

General.  When  tlie  rations  are  cooked  where  are  they  eaten  ? 

Oliver.  Right  in  the  room.  We  havesix  liouses  right  adjoining.  Theeatingand 
cooking  is  in  the  same  place. 

General.  Then  all  eat  under  cover.' 

SiCRGEANTS.   Ves,  sir. 

General.  Is  your  coffee  sweetened  ?  :  , 

All.  Yes,  sir. 

General.  Is  there  much  complaint;  and  if  so,  how  much  with  regard 
to  the  scarcity  of  food? 

Sergeants.  There  is  sometimes  a  good  deal  of  griimlding.  Soup  days  give  satis- 
faction, and  the  pork  days.  We  generally  get  four  barrels  of  pickled  beef  instead 
of  three  liarrels  of  pickled  pork.  Pork  gives  b<-tter  satisfaction  than  beef.  The 
potatoes  are  played  out.     They  generally  gave  bad  satisfaction. 

General.  You  get  more  beef  than  you  do  pork  ? 

Oliver.  Well,  sir,  the  beef  is  used  to  make  soup  of,  and  it  boils  down  a  couaiderable. 

General.  Why  is  it  that  the  potatoes  gave  you  dissatisfaction? 

Olivf.r.  Well,  general,  you  see,  sir.  we  drew  about  six  barrels  of  potatoes  for  half 
rations— six  barrels  of  potatoes  and  crackers.  We  used  to  draw  potatoes  instead  of 
bread  and  then  sometimes  the  potatoes  were  bad  and  the  commissary  could  not  make 
them  good,  so  we  had  a  bud  ration. 

Sergeant  .Johnson.  I  would  add  that  we  have  sometimes  drawQ  molasses  to  eat 
with  tlie  soft  bread. 

General.  How  are  the  men  supplied  with  blankets? 

Oliver.  So  far  as  I  know  there  is  great  complaint  in  regard  to  blankets.  I  have 
drawn  from  my  cook-house  a  blanket  for  nearly  every  man  iu  the  house.  We  have 
thirty  men  in  the  house. 

Mooring.  I  have  drawn  no  blankets  in  my  house.  I  have  got  none  myself;  I  have 
never  had  one. 

General.  How  do  you  compare  so  far  as  comfort  is  concerned  and 
as  to  clothing  and  food  with  men  iu  the  field;  1  mean  in  the  held  with 
you  in  the  Confederate  service? 

.\ll.  They  are  better  off  in  the  held  as  regards  clothing  and  rations. 

General.  That  is,  when  you  were  soldiers  iu  the  field  you  were  better 
off  than  you  are  now? 

All.  Yes,  sir. 

General.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  was  the  rule  in  the  Confederate 
service  ? 

Palmkr.  That  was  the  rule  in  my  regiment.  We  always  drew  clothing  and  bad 
pieJlty  to  eat.     Sometimes  we  had  iloiir  over. 

General.  Well,  I  only  want  to  know  the  exaci  state  of  things. 

Otis.  Tlie  Western  army,  where  I  was,  was  pretty  short  of  rations. 

BrouKS.   I  think  we  lived  better  in  our  array  than  we  do  here. 

.louNSox.  Plere  we  have  not  had  plenty  of  clothing.  I  have  never  drawn  any- 
thing except  a  pair  of  pants  and  a  shirt.  I  have  been  here  since  the  9th  day  of 
August. 

General.  The  Confederate  authorities  say  that  our  prisoners  fare  as 
well  as  their  soldiers  iu  the  Held;  now,  if  your  judgment  is  that  your 
prisoners  of  war  here  do  not  fare  as  well  as  you  do  in  the  field,  I  sliall 
call  on  the  Confederate  authorities  to  make  up  the  rations  to  our  men 
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on  Belle  Isle  to  what  it  is  here.  But  let  me  ask,  are  there  any  instances 
of  abuse  or  ill-treatment  here? 

Oliver.  I  have  never  received  .any. 

(All  state  that  they  kuow  of  no  instance,  save  that  when  they  first 
came  here  they  used  to  detail  some  of  the  men  out  of  the  companies  to 
work.     The  men  did  not  want  to  work,  but  they  were  made  to.) 

General.  On  what? 

J<iHNsoN.  In  hiiilding  houses  and  prep.iring  the  gronnd  for  their  reception.  But 
they  have  now  plenty  of  hands  to  work  whenever  they  want  thorn.  They  volunteer 
to  work  whenever  they  are  called  upon. 

(iENERAL.  Suppose  that  we  should  add  beef  enough  to  give  you  a 
pint  of  sdup  every  day  instead  of  coffee,  would  your  men  feel  perfectly 
satisfied,  so  far  as  the  eating  part  is  concerned? 

Oliver.  They  .-ire  most  di-ssatisHed  with  their  ration.s  of  salt  and  fresh  beef.  We 
set  our  tack  and  that  is  more  than  we  can  eat.  It  is  only  berf  davs  tli.it  there  is  a 
scarcity. 

General.  You  think  they  would  be  reasonably  well  off  if  they  could 
have  their  fresh  meat  made  up  equal  to  their  pork .' 

Oliver.  Yes,  sir;  if  they  couhl  draw  more  fresh  beef  to  make  the  nitions  as  large 
as  they  are  when  rhey  get  pork  it  would  be  ri;,dit.  Some  days  we  have  rwenty-sTx 
boxes  of  crackers,  and  .some  days  they  fall  a  little  short  in  number,  and  sometimes  a 
little  over.  Our  general  ration  of  crackers  a  day  is  ten.  Whenever  it  falls  short  of 
the  number  of  pieces  it  is  made  up  in  weight.  I  soon  found  that  out.  I  saw  that 
some  of  them  were  a  great  deal  larger  than  others. 

General.  So  you  get  what  would  be  the  value  of  five  <  rackers  a 
meal  ? 

All.  Vcs.  sir. 

(iENERAL.  Give  me  tlie  number  of  men  fed  by  you  according  to  yonr 
reports? 

Serge.vnts.  Oliver:  Jly  last  report  was  l.-l.^O.  Brooks:  Mv  report  w.is  1,182. 
Palmer:  Mine  was  1,440.  .Johnson:  Mine  was  1,516.  Mooring:  Mine  was  1490 
Otis:  Mine  was  1.410. 

P.^l.mer.  The  reports  are  made  out  as  follows:  The  sergeants  of  the  companies 
have  charge  of  the  men  and  it  is  left  to  them  to  call  the  mil  and  to  report  to  us.  as 
well  as  those  in  authority  over  us,  the  number  of  men,  and  we  report  to  the  com- 
missary-sergeant whenever  we  draw  fresh  bread. 

General.  "VVell,  have  you  anything  further  to  add? 
All.  No,  sir. 

General.  I  have  hnd  all  this  taken  down  just  as  you  have  said  it. 
Are  you  willing  when  it  is  written  out  to  sign  it? 
All.  Yes,  sir. 

W.  A.  THOMP.  OLIVER, 
Si'rrieanf.  ('(iinpaiii/  7),  First  Texas  I\e(/inievt. 
H.  M.  BROOKS. 
Comptniy  I>.  Fio-fif-serenth   Virqinia  Reijiment. 
JOHX  I).  PALMER,   ' 
Citmpiini/  (',  F!  ft  I/- fifth   Virf/inia  Regiment. 

WILLIAM  T.  .lOHXs'ON". 
Compani/  M.  Fi/ty-til'tli  Viniinia  Rei/iiiu'iit. 

c.  P.  :\iooRiyG, 

Tiveutii-necoiiil  Vivdiiiin  Hattalion. 
THOMAS  OTIS. 

('oi)ipiiii)/  />,  Seventli   'Fcras. 
Signed  in  the  presence  of  -Tohn  I.  Davenport. 
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Point  Lookout,  Saint  Mart's,  Ya., 

December  24,  1863, 

This  is  to  certify  that  Sergts.  W.  A.  Thomp.  Oliver.  R.  M.  Brooks, 
John  D.  Palmer,  William  T.  Johnson,  C.  P.  Mooring,  and  Thomas  Otis, 
members  of  the  Confederate  Army,  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war  at 
this  point,  personally  appeared  before  me,  and  the  above  minutes  of 
ihe  conversation  held  between  themselves  and  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 
of  the  U.  S.  Army,  being-  in  my  hearing  read  to  them,  they  each  of  them 
alfixed  their  sigmitures  us  above,  and  thereupon  after  being  witnessed 
they  each  of  them  were  by  me  sworn  and  declared  that  the  statements 
herein  contained  were  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  information, 
and  belief,  and  were  trulv  stated  herein. 

H.  Q.  SARGENT, 
Lieutenant,  Twelfth  New  Hampshire   Volunteers, 

Judge- Advocate,  General  Court- Martial. 


Fort  Monroe,  December  27,  1863.     (Received  11. -!0  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Is  there  any  objection  to  my  enlisting  as  many  prisoners  as  may 
desire  to  do  so  after  they  know  they  can  be  exchanged  either  in  the 
regular  or  volunteer  force  of  the  United  States  or  that  of  any  State? 

P..  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Confederate  States  of  A^eerica,  War  Depart^ient, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  from  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  a  copy  of 
a  communication  to  him,  signed  by  yourself  as  commissioner  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  by  the  authority  and 
orders  of  the  U.  S.  Secretary  of  War  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  was 
appointed  "special  agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  at  City 
Point." 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States  Ma-j.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  is  under  the  ban  of  out- 
lawry. Although  we  do  not  pretentl  to  prescribe  what  agents  your 
Government  shall  employ  in  connection  with  the  cartel,  yet  when  one 
who  has  been  proclaimed  to  be  so  obnoxious  as  (General  Butler  is  selected 
self-respect  renuires  that  the  Confederate  authorities  should  refuse  to 
treat  with  him  or  establish  such  relations  with  him  as  properly  pertain 
to  an  agent  of  ext'haiige.  The  proclamation  of  President  I'avis  forbids 
that  General  Butler  should  be  admitted  to  the  protection  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government,  and  he  cannot  theretbre  be  received  under  a  flag  of 
truce.  Accordingly,  I  am  directed  by  the  Confederate  authorities  to 
inform  you  that  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  will  not  be  recognized  by  tbem 
as  an  agent  of  exchange. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 
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Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  37,  1863. 
Maj.  John  E.  Mulford,  Assistant  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  aiinouneiiig  your  arrival  with  Con- 
federate prisoners.  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  you  an  equal  or  greater 
number  of  Federal  prisoners. 

I  received  with  your  letter  several  comiaiinicatious  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Butler.  In  no  one  of  them  is  it  stated  that  the  Tnited  States  Gov- 
ernment is  willing  to  resume  the  cartel  and  deliver  all  of  our  prisoners 
now  in  captivity,  the  excess  on  either  side  to  bo  on  parole.  I  have,  more 
than  once,  expressed  the  entire  willingness  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment to  deliver  the  Federal  prisoners  now  in  our  hands,  provided  the  U.  S. 
authorities  will  deliver  the  Confederate  i>risouers  in  their  hands.  This 
is  the  provision  of  the  cartel  and  we  can  accept  nothing  less.  Unless 
this  is  the  distinct  understanding,  no  equivalent  will  be  delivered  to  you 
for  any  Confederate  officers  and  soldiers  whom  vou  may  hereafter  brino- 
to  City  Point.  In  the  hope  tiiat  such  is  the'  understanding  I  have 
directed  that  a  number  greater  than  the  total  of  your  delivery  shall  be 
sent  to  you. 

In  no  event  can  wo  consent  that  the  general  release  of  prisoners  so 
distinctly  required  by  the  cartel  shall  be  evaded  bv  partial  deliveries. 
Accepting  the  present  delivery  as  a  step  toward  a  g'eneral  exchange  oii 
the  principles  of  the  cartel,  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  the  hope^hat 
deliveries  on  the  basis  above  indicated  will  be  continued  until  all  the 
troops  in  continement  on  both  sides  are  released. 
Kespei-tfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OFLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

Fort  Monrok,  Va..  Dcrcmhcr  3s,  1^60. 

(Received  ll.iO  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  ^TxyiToy,  ,Secyetari/  nf  n'nr: 

Flag-of  truce  boat  in  with  520  returned  prisoners.  Farther  exchange 
sto!)ped  after  sharp  debate  in  rebel  cabinet.  .Major  Mulford  will  briii""- 
dispatches  by  noon  to-morrow.  Xo  news  of  interest  from  Charleston  ol- 
the  West.  H.  F.  Bl'TLFR, 

Mil/or  (ii-ncrnl.  Commanding. 

riKADOrARTEBS    Fir,HTKENTII    AR^tY    CORPS, 

Department  of  \'irl;i.\ia  a.\d  Nurtii  Cak(jlina, 

Fort  Moiinir,  Ih-renibcr   .'>',  1^63. 
Hon.  KuwiN  M.Stanton,  Secn-tari/  0/  W,:,-: 

^ui:  Acting  on  the  instructions  sent  me  tVom  the  Department  I  for- 
warded to  City  Point  50.3  prisoners,  othceis  and  soldiers,  accompanied 
by  a  letter  proposing  an  exchange  of  all  the  prisoners  actuallv  held  in 
custody,  holding  in  nbeyaneo  all  other  questions  relating  to"  the  sub- 
ject between  this  Govemnent  and  the  rebel  authorities.  ai)on  belief 
that  a  tair,  honorable,  and  just  proposition  of  exchange  of  prisoners 
actually  in  custody  would  bo  accepted,  leaving  other  .luestious  of  dif- 
teience  to  be  adjusted  by  other  negotiations.  With  this  view  I  was 
caretul  that  nothing  should  ai)i)ear  in  my  note  which  could  be  made 
either  a  cause  or  jiretext  tor  otiense. 

-iO    U    R — series    tl,   VOL    VI 


770  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

The  result  has  been  that  520  prisouers  of  war  held  by  the  Confeder- 
ates have  been  sent  back  in  exchanse,  and  the  information  is  afforded 
Major  Mulford,  assistant  agent,  and  MajorGeneral  Hitchcock,  commis- 
sioner of  exchange,  by  letters  from  Robert  Ould,  Confederate  commis- 
sioner of  exchange,  which  are  inclosed.*  wliich  assert  in  substance  that 
unless  the  Cnited  States  give  up  every  claim  which  they  have  made  in 
behalf  of  their  soldiers  who  are  prisoners  of  war:  consent  to  sacrifice  the 
colored  soldiers  the  Government  has  enlisted;  turn  over  their  officers 
to  the  cruel  punishments  imposed  by  the  pretended  law  of  the  Confed- 
erate Congress:  and  last,  and  much  the  least,  consent  ofticially  that  the 
person  to  whom  the  Government  has  intrusted  the  command  of  this 
department  shall  be  executed  immediately  upon  capture,  and  that  he 
and  all  officers  serving  under  him  shall  be  excluded  from  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  laws  which  regulate  civilized  warfare  and  from  even  the 
privilege  of  communication  by  flag  of  truce,  for  such  is  the  tenor  of  a 
proclamation  from  Jcfterson  Davis  under  which  they  shelter  themselves; 
that  no  exchanse  can  be  effected  while  our  soldiers,  prisoners  in  their 
hands,  are  to  be  maltreated,  starved,  ironed,  or  hanged,  as  suits  their 
caprice. 

Tliere  is  but  one  way,  it  seems  to  me.  to  meet  this  question,  and  that 
is  by  the  steruest  retaliation. 

This  Government  stands  before  the  world  as  having  offered  in  every 
form,  and  through  every  variety  of  agent,  to  exchange  men  actually  in 
prison,  the  starvation  of  whom  is  justified  by  the  public  journals 
of  the  Confederacy  ui)on  the  ground  that  they  have  not  food  enough 
to  feed  their  own  soldiers,  a  coiulitiou  of  things  which,  by  every 
writer  upon  the  law  of  nations,  is  held  to  require  a  release  of  the  pris- 
oners so  held  without  ability  on  the  part  of  the  captors  to  see  to  it  that 
they  are  fed.  Nor  is  the  condition  altered  because  by  contributions  by 
the  friends  of  the  i)risoners  and  our  (Government  our  soldiers,  their 
prisoners,  have  been  kept  from  suftering  the  last  pangs  of  hunger. 

I  ask  leave,  therefore,  to  be  enabled  to  take  into  my  custody  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  rebel  officers  held  by  us  and  have  them  so  placed 
under  such  orders  as  to  insure  the  safety  of  every  prisoner  that  may 
fall  into  their  hands.  If  such  orders  shall  be  given  me  I  will  see  to  it 
that  under  no  possible  circumstances  shall  there  be  doubt  upon  the 
point. 

If  these  frantic  men,  with  a  bad  cause  and  a  dissolving  power,  choose 
to  make  this  war  one  of  extermination,  twenty  millions  to  two,  as  the 
war  now  stauds,  makes  it  a  matter  of  easy  arithmetical  calculation 
when  it  will  end. 

I  would  further  suggest  that  every  rebel  prisoner  and  nfficer  be  put 
upon  precisely  the  same  and  measured  allowance  as  to  food,  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  and  no  different  treatment  as  to  clothing  and  fire,  as 
our  surtering  prisoners. 

Xow.  having  exhausted  negotiation,  conciliation,  offers  of  amnesty 
and  pardon,  let  the  Government  call  upon  the  loyal  North  for  volun- 
teers to  relieve  these  prisoners,  and  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  either 
bounty  or  other  inducemeuts  to  till  up  our  armies.  Certain  it  is.  in  my 
judgment,  that  the  rebel  authorities  could  have  done  no  better  act  for 
us,  to  unite  our  people,  to  rouse  again  the  enthusiasm  of  the  country  to 
the  point  at  which  it  stood  when  the  attack  on  Sumter  was  heard,  and 
thus  enable  the  Government  to  exert  all  its  strength  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  speedy  conclusion:  for  there  is  no  loyal  man  in  the  country  who 

*  Quid  ti)  Hitchcock  ami  MiilforJ,  December  2',  pp.  768,  769. 
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can  read  at  one  and  the  same  time  the  proclamation  of  grace  and  par- 
don by  the  President  and  an  accurate  account  of  the  condition  of  our 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  who  would  dare  to  raise  his  hand 
or  voice  in  opposition  to  the  Government  of  his  country. 

In  order  that  it  may  fully  appear  that  this  stoppage  of  exchange, 
once  again  begun,  has  been  from  no  f  uilt  on  my  part,  I  beg  leaveto 
inclose  co[)ies  of  every  communication,  oflicial  or  unofficial,  that  has 
passed  between  me  and  Robert  Ould,  their  conimissoner  of  exchange.* 
Although  many  of  them  are  not  relevant  to  this  precise  subject,  one  at 
least  will  show  how  shallow  is  the  pretext  personal  to  myself  ujion 
which  they  refuse  to  treat  with  me. 

When  I  was  sending  medicines  to  prevent  the  spread  of  a  loathsome 
disease  among  their  citizens  I  was  not  so  "obnoxious"  to  Jetferson 
Davis  but  that  the  medicine  was  received,  and  the  usual  official  cour- 
tesies passed  between  his  agent  and  myself  But  when  a  pretext  was 
sought  for  to  prevent  a  fair  and  honorable  exchange  of  prisoners  of 
war,  then  a  cowardly  proclamation,  issued  aftiT  I  was  relieved  from 
command  to  his  knowledge,  which  has  lain  dormaut  a  year,  is  brought 
forward. 

80  long  as  I  am  honored  with  a  rommai,d  in  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  I  will  see  to  it  that  if  a  hair  nf  the  head  of  one  of  my  officers  or 
soldiers  is  injured,  except  in  honorable  warfare,  that  day  shall  be  a  day 
of  mourning  for  all  south  of  ilason  and  Dixon's  line. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful  I  v,  yours, 

BKXJ.   F.    BTTLER, 
Major-Grinral,  (^oinnniitilituj. 


CHATTANOncrA,  Derrmher  ^^,  1^6S. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

('onimandiiiij  -V.  S.  Forces,  Depurtment  of  Tennessee  : 

Your  communication  of  the  23d  December,  relative  to  Capt.  F.  B.  Gur- 
ley,  who  is  now  on  trial  for  the  murder  of  General  McCook,  I  found  here 
on  my  return  from  Nashville,  where  I  have  been  spending  a  few  days. 

Captain  Gurley  being  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  Army  does  not 
preclude  the  possibility  of  his  having  committed  a  foul  murder,  for 
which  he  can  be  held  fully  amenable  by  the  laws  of  war.  and  if  found 
guilty  punished  with  death. 

Captain  Gurley  has  been  charged  with  murder  not  justified  by  anv 
position  he  can  possibly  hold.  He  will  receive  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial.  Ff  acquitted  of  murder  he  will  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  If 
found  guilty,  not  being  the  reviewing  officer  myself,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  what  action  will  be  taken. 

Whilst  at  Xashville  I  received  a  (■ommuuicatioii  from  General  For- 
rest making  the  same  statement  of  Captaiu  (lurley's  [lositioii  tliat  you 
do.  That  pomiuuuicatioii  [  referred  to  the  commi'ssiou  which  is  trying' 
his  case.     The  same  disposition  will  be  made  of  your  communication. 

This  is  addressed  to  you  at  Borne,  (la.,  your  letter  having  nothing  to 
.unide  me  as  to  wheie  it  was  written  from, and  supposing  that  to  be  j'our 
present  head(iuarters. 

r.  S.  (IKANT, 
Mujtir-Gcneral.  U.  S.  Army. 

•Sen  Butler  to  Oiild.  I>eceml.er  7,  ami  siilise.iueut  iMnespijudence  luohniuolo.'i.ai 
order.  ^ 
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Assistant  Inspector-General's  Office, 
Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

^''ew  Iberia,  La.,  December  28,  1863. 
MaJ.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  exchange  agreed  upon 
by  the  cartel  of  December  13  has  been  fully  and  satisfactorily  effected. 
The  exchange  took  place  at  noon  on  the  25th  instant  at  the  old  stage 
station,  midway  between  Vermilionville  and  New  Iberia,  and  a  verbal 
agreement  was  entered  into  that  no  hostile  movement  or  demonstration 
should  be  made  by  the  Confederates  toward  New  Iberia  and  its  rear 
or  on  our  part  toward  Vermilion ville  and  its  rear  during  the  25th, 
26th,  and  2Tth  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  each  i)arty  sufficient 
time  to  refresh  and  send  to  the  rear  the  exchanged  and  paroled  men. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  herewith  rolls  of  exchange  and 
paroled  prisoners  by  which  we  receive  back  and  report  for  duty  to  their 
respective  regiments  2!)  commissioned  officers,  222  non-commissioned 
otiicers  and  privates,  and  received  in  charge  449  paroled  prisoners  sub- 
ject to  a  cartel  to  be  entered  into  between  the  couimissioners  on  behalf 
of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S. 
Army. 

At  the  request  of  the  commissioner  for  Maj,  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S. 
Army,  the  paroled  prisoners  before  being  delivered  were  drawn  up  in 
line  and  it  was  announced  to  them  that  their  paroles  were  binding 
upon  them  until  regularly  exchanged;  that  they  had  been  delivered 
into  the  charge  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  suffering  among  them 
(luring  the  winter:  that  in  the  event  of  no  amicable  arrangement  being 
made  they  were  subject  to  be  returned  to  the  custody  of  their  captors, 
although  such  a  contingency  was  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  roll  was  then  called  over  and  corrected  and  the  said  paroled  men 
delivered  over  to  me  in  go<id  faith,  ,ui)Ou  my  simply  signing  receipt  for 
the  correct  number  at  the  foot  of  each  roll. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  those  of  our  men  suffering  for 
the  want  of  shoes,  blankets,  &c..  were  supplied,  provisioned,  and  the 
exchanged  officers  and  men  of  the  regiments  at  this  place  sent  to  their 
commands. 

Those  belonging  to  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  were  sent,  under  a 
guard,  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  McGinnis  at  Algiers,  and  the 
paroled  prisoners,  under  guard,  to  Brigadier-General  Bowen,  provost- 
marshal-generai,  at  New  Orleans. 

It  is  with  considerable  pleasure  that  I  can  report  that  the  Confed- 
erate prisoners — officers  and  men — were  anxious  to  express  their  feel- 
ings at  the  humane  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated  while  in 
hands  of  the  U.  S.  authorities:  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  following  fact: 

Many  of  the  prisoners  who  were  despondent  at  the  prospects  of  the 
(Vonfeileracy  before  they  were  sent  to  New  Orleans  on  their  return  from 
that  city  seemed  to  be  animated  with  a  different  feeling  and  to  have 
been  encouraged  in  tlieir  treason  and  hopes  from  the  numerous  inter- 
views wliich  they  reported  to  have  had  with  rebel  sympathizers  and 
friends  visiting  them  in  that  city. 

They  arrived  here — the  officers  and,  in  many  instances,  the  men — 
with  presents  of  two,  and  sometimes  three,  suits  of  clothing  and  uuder- 
clothes.  I  suffered  the  officers  to  pass  their  clothing,  but  I  deemed  it 
proper,  as  provost-marshal-general  in  the  field,  to  seize  such  articles  as 
the  following,  which  the  men  had  concealed,  viz,  files,  cotton  thread, 
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needles,  spurs,  paper,  playing-cards,  shoes,  medical  'scales,  in  undue 
quantities. 

I  respectfully  meutiou  this,  although  I  do  not  know  that  it  can  be 
avoided  if  necessity  compels  the  keeping  of  prisoners  in  the  city  of 
Xew  Orleans.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  exchange,  which  is  now 
ended  between  your  comniissioner  and  that  of  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor, 
G.  S.  Army,  should  not  have  been  successful  in  ettecting  the  release  of 
Mr.  Gatciiell,  news  corresptiudent.  In  every  other  respect  it  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory  to  ^Nlajor  Levy,  commissioner  of  0.  S.  Army,  and 
myself,  and  I  trust  "will  meet  with  your  approval. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  MOLINEUX, 

('(-/.  (tnd  Commissionrr  for   Maj.  Oen.  W.  H.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army. 


Office  CoM^nssARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  :.>S,  1S63. 
Surg.  A.  M.  Clark, 

Aftituj  Medical  Inspevtor  Prisoners  of  ^yar, 

West  House,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Sir:  My  instructions  to  you  in  relation  to  the  service  you  are  now 
upon  did  not  particularly  state  to  what  extent  I  expected  improve- 
ments in  tlie  hospitals  you  are  visiting  carried,  and  I  think  it  proper  to 
make  some  suggestions  on  this  point.  As  the  prison  camjjs  are  of  a 
temporary  character,  and  may  not  be  occupied  for  more  than  two  or 
three  months,  or  may  be  for  a  year  or  two,  it  is  only  desirable  to  put 
things  in  such  a  condition  as  to  make  the  sick  as  comfortable  as  the 
promptings  of  humanity  deuuind  during  the  time  they  may  be  occupied. 
It  is  not  expected  that  the  hospitals  will  be  fitted  up  with  all  the  con- 
veniences and  with  all  the  comforts  of  well  organized  and  permanent 
establishments,  but  all  practicable  arrangements  for  cleanliness  in  their 
persons,  their  clothing,  their  bedding,  and  of  the  hos])ital  and  for  pro- 
tection against  the  weather  shouhl  be  made,  as  far  as  the  buildings 
occupied  and  the  means  at  command  will  allow.  At  best  it  must  tail 
far  short  of  jierfection,  but  it  is  hoped  the  essential  will  be  suflicieiitl\- 
attametl  to  insure  that  there  shall  be  no  want  of  comfort,  ^^'hatever 
is  done  should  be  done  with  a  due  regaril  to  economy. 

On  arriving  at  a  station  you  will  of  course,  as  a  tirst  stej),  report  to 
the  commanding  ofticer  and  sho\\'  him  your  instructions  if  he  desires 
to  see  them. 

Verv  respectfullv.  S'oiir  oliedieiit  servant, 

\V.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  [n/'antn/  mid  Coiinnissiini-deneral  nf  Prisoners. 


KlCIOIt'ND.  luirinhrr   :N,  iscs. 
General  Joseph  E.  .I(iiinston.  I'ulton.  da.: 

Information  is  received  that  <_'apt.  Frank  B.  Gurley.  a  gallant  par 
tisan,  acting  under  autlioiity  I'rom  General  E.  K.  .Smith,  has  been 
captured  while  sick  in  Alabama,  and  is  aljoiit  to  l)e  tried  by  military 
commission  at  Xashville  as  a  bushwhacker  or  unauthorized  insurgent. 
He  killed  General  R.  L.  McCook,  and  is  thus  the  object  of  special 
•spite.  Make  im|uiry.  and  if  satistied  of  the  facts  take  pro[)er  steits  to 
warn  against  and  prevent  such  outrage. 

J.  A.  SEI)I)<»X. 
Secretary  <•/   War. 


774  PRISONERS   OF    WAR   AJTD   STATE,  ETC. 

Wa.shogton,  D.  C,  December  29,  1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman.  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  belief  that  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  war  in  Kicbuiom'.  has  been  materially  improved,  is  disposed 
to  authorize,  aud  he  desires,  tliat  prisoners  held  by  ns  shall  be  allowed  to 
purchase  from  sutlers  such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  com- 
fort—tobacco, pipes,  paper,  and  a  few  other  things  which  must  be 
designated  under  your  instructions. 

Very  resiiectfully,  \  our  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Oeiwrul  I'/  Volunteers  and  Commissioner  for  Hxchanc/e. 


Officf,  (.'om:\iissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  2!),  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  fur  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  tu  inclose  herewith  a  letter*  referred  by 
Mr.  Ould  from  medical  ofticers  recently  held  at  Fort  McHenry  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  comphiining  of  the  treatment  received  while  at  the  fort. 
I  have  indorsed  upon  it  a  reply  to  such  of  their  complaints  as  are  of 
any  conse(iuence,  though  I  have  great  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  taking 
any  notice  of  such  a  paper. t  Mr.  Ould  has  forwarded  several  such  com- 
plaints, some  of  them  being  mere  tissues  of  untruths,  all  of  which  have 
been  satisfactorily  answered,  antl  he  has  no  right  to  expect  that  they 
shall  be  further  answered.  I  respectfully  refer  this  case  to  you  for 
such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMA^T, 
Colonel    Third  Iiifnntri/  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C.  December  2t>.  I'^tis. 
Maj.  (ten.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  Some  months  since  I  requested  General  Meredith  to  pro- 
pose to  Mr.  Ould  to  make  an  exchange  of  lists  of  officers  held  as  pris- 
oners i<(  war  by  botli  parties  from  time  to  time,  and  also  list  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  have  died  or  may  die  while  so  held.  The  proposition 
was  accepted,  and  I  have  furnished  through  General  Meredith  full  rolls 
of  all  officers  held  by  us  up  to  the  1st  of  ( )ctober,  and  all  ofticers  aud  sol- 
diers who  liave  died  up  to  the  1st  of  April.  In  return  I  have  received  a 
roil  (if  officers  hehl  at  liichmond  to  (October  -(i,  aud -a  list  of  less  than 
I'du  deaths,  wliirh  nf  course  is  very  far  short  of  the  number  who  have 
died.  I  will  ibrward  to  you  to-day  by  mail  a  roll  i>f  7fi4  otBcers  cap- 
tured since  the  1st  of  .September,  whicli  may  contain  the  names  of 
some  wlio  were  on  the  roll  heretofure  furnished,  as,  to  insure  that  none 
should  be  omitted.  I  liave  gone  back  to  the  tst  of  September.  I 
send  at  the  same  time  a  list  of  l'.jO  deaths,  covering  all  cases  not  before 
reported.     I   would   respectfully  suggest  that  before  these  rolls  are 

"  Xiit  touiul.  t  See  p.  63y. 
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delivered  there  should  be  a  clear  understanding  with  Mr.  Ould  that  he 
will  furnish  in  return  a.s  full  rolls  of  all  otficers  held  in  their  prisons, 
and  of  all  deaths  of  our  officers  and  soldiers  which  have  occurred  in 
Kichniond  or  elsewhere.  The  list  of  deaths  Mr.  Ould  has  furnished 
falls  very  far  short  of  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect.  He  has  received 
lists  of  thousands,  while  he  returns  less  than  hundreds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Y.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel    Third   Infantry  and  Commissarij-Gtnernl  of  Prisoners. 


Depart:ment  of  the  South.  Hdqrs.  in  the  Field, 

Folly  Island,  S.  <'.,  Di'vemher  .J!),  1S6S. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  coui- 
mandiug  officers  of  colored  regiments  serving  in  this  de[uirtnient,  as 
requested  in  your  letter  of  tiie  -d  instant. 

The  statement  of  Colonel  Tilghuian,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
in  relation  to  the  body  of  one  of  his  men  having  been  tied  to  a  torpedo, 
embodies  the  substance  of  a  rumor  which  was  at  (uie  time  credited, 
but  soon  after  disproved  by  the  testimony  of  the  engineer  and  other 
officers  who  were  on  the  spot. 

I  am  satisfied  that  Cidonel  Tilghman's  information  on  the  suljject  is 
erroneous,  and  for  the  purpose  of  placing  in  your  possession  all  the 
information  to  be  hud  upon  the  sulyect.  L  inclose  an  extract  from  the 
jdurnal  of  siege  operations  on  Morris  Island,  prepared  by  Maj.  T.  B. 
Brooks,  aide  de-camp,  who  was  the  engineer  in  charge  at  the  point 
wliere  the  man  was  killed.* 

Very  respectfuilv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

(,).  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major- General,   Com munding. 

[iDclosure.l 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-foueth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

Morris   Fsland,  .S.  C.,  December  Id',  1S63. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  \V.  Smith,  Assistant  Adjiitant-Gencral : 

Sir:  In  conipli;iijce  with  your  letter  dated  December  12,  ISO.S.  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Since  this  regiment  leDorted  for  duty  in  this  depaitment  the  following 
casualties  have  occurred: 

Field  and  staf.—'Slovvis  Island,  -Uily  18,1363:  Col.  R.G.Shaw.  killed; 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  X.  Hailowell,  Adjt.  G.  W.  James,  wounded. 

Line  (i(ficers. — ^Morris  Island,  July  is,  16(J.j:  Wounded,  '■>:  missing,  2 
(Cai)ts.  VV.  H.  Simi)kins,  C.  J.  Russell). 

Enlisted  men. — Tames  Island,  July  10,  1S(1;]:  Killed,  1-4;  wounded.  IS; 
missing,  13.  Morris  Island,  July  IS,  fsi;:;:  Killed,  I'O;  wounded,  li'."">; 
missing,  102.  In  trenches  on  .Morris  Island  .>iuce  July  is,  1603:  Killed, 
4;  wounded,  4. 

Being  wounded  during  the  action  on  Morris  Island  July  IS,  1863,  I 
was  precluded  from  getting  positive  evidence  at  the  moment  of  what 
the  officers  and  men  s;iw  of  the  taking  of  prisoners  and  leaving  of 
wounded  on  the  ground,  but  the  observations  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  chaplain 

'Set-  Serifrt  [,  V.,1.  XXVIII,  Parr  I,  p.  296. 
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of  the  Tenth  Oounecticut  Vohmteers,  who  was  takea  prisoner  during 
said  action,  and  who  has  since  been  returned  toils  regiment,  give  me 
assurance  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind  that  between  50  and  100 
enlisted  men  of  this  regiment  were  taken  prisoners  during  said  action. 
This,  coupled  with  Jeff.  Davis'  proclamation  that  he  would  not  treat 
blacks  or  their  officers  as  prisoners,  furnishes  the  strongest  circum 
stantial  evidence  that  a  larsje  number,  say  between  50  and  100,  were 
taken  and  are  now  held  bv  the  rebels.  Chaplain  Trumbull  made  the 
statement  I  have  referred  to  to  MaJ.  James  Sturgis,  assistant  adju 
tant-general  to  John  A.  Andrew.  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

I  have  no  evidence  that  any  officer  or  enlisted  man  of  this  regiment 
has  been  treated  by  the  rebels  in  a  barbarous  manner.  The  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners,  as  far 
as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  in  fair  tight. 

Very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

'    '  E.  ^-.  HALLOWELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts    Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  i   Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Ar>iy  Corps, 

Department  uf  the  Tennessee, 
No.  52.  )  Vickslninj,  Miss.,  December  2U,  1863. 

The  following  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding, and  is  now  published  in  general  orders  for  the  information 
and  guidance  of  all  parties  interested,  who  will  nuike  a  note  of  it  and 
govern  themselves  accordingly : 

Circular.]  IIraiiqcakters  .Se\-en'teexth  Army  Corps, 

1'rovost-Marshal's  Office, 
Vicksburg,  .!/;»».,  Dcomhtr  27,  1863. 
The  following-named  persons — Miss  Kate  lianictt.  Miss  Ella  Barnett,  Miss  Laura 
Latbam,  Miss  KUeii  Martin,  Mrs.  Moore — ba\  im;  acted  ilisri'speotfully  townnl  the 
President  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  bavins;  insulted  the  officers, 
soldiers,  and  loyal  citizens  uf  the  United  States  who  had  assembled  at  the  Episco- 
pal L'hurch  in  Vieksburg  on  Lhristmas  d.iy  for  divine  service  by  abruptly  leaving 
said  church  at  that  point  in  the  services  where  the  ofliciating  minister  prays  for  the 
welfare  of  tlie  President  of  the  I'nited  States  and  all  others  in  authority,  are  hereby 
banished,  and  will  leave  the  Federal  lines  withia  forty-eight  hours,  under  penalty 
of  imprisonment. 

Hereafter,  all  persons,  male  or  female,  who.  by  word,  deed,  or  implication,  do 
insult  or  show  disrespect  to  the  President,  (bivernment,  or  tlag  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  any  oliicer  or  soldier  of  the  United  States,  uiion  matters  of  a  national  character, 
shall  1)6  fined,  banished,  or  imprisoned,  according  to  the  groasuess  of  the  olfense. 
By  order  of  Major-Gcneral  McPhcrson  : 

.JAMES  WILSON, 
f.ieuteiKtiit-Cohiiiil  uml   I'finont-MarshaJ  Serenteenth  Armii  Corps. 

Bv  order  of  ^[aj.  (run.  James  !;.  Mrl'licrson: 

W.  T.  claek. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


State  '>f  Xoriii  (Jakhi.in.v.  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  December  29,  lS6:i. 
Judge  OULD.  Commisiiionpr  uf  K irlnnnje,  Richmond.  Va.: 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  call  yoiu-  atreurion  to  the  condition  of  the  troops 
of  this  State  on  the  (Jhowan  Itivt'r  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hiu- 
ton.    As  you  will  see  by  the  letters  from  a  Yankee  general  by  the  name 
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of  Wild,  which  Colonel  H.  will  show  you,  they  refuse  to  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war,  though  regularly  commissioned  by  law.  They  have 
also  muidered  several  soldiers  and  have  arrested  two  respectable  ladies, 
whom  they  keep  handcuffed  as  hostages  for  two  negro  soldiers  and 
declare  their  purpose  to  hang  them  in  case  the  negroes  are'hnng.  I 
must  ask  you  to  see  if  some  arrangement  cannot  be  made  to  include 
these  troops  within  the  cartel  of  exchange,  and  repress,  if  possible, 
this  horrible,  cowardly,  and  damnable  disposition  on  the  jiart  of  the 
enemy  to  put  women  in  irons  as  hostages  for  negro  soldiers.  Such  men 
as  this  Wild  are  a  disgrace  to  the  n)anliood  of  the  age;  not  being  able 
to  capture  soldiers,  they  war  upon  defenseless  women.  (Ireat  God! 
what  an  outrage.  There  is  no  reason  why  those  men  are  not  entitled 
to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  If  it  is  not  done  and  these  outrages 
upon  defenseless  females  continue  I  shall  retaliate  upon  Yankee  sol- 
diers to  the  full  extent  of  my  aliility  and  let  the  <'onse(iuences  rest  with 
the  damnable  barbarians  wlio  began  it. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Headijuarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

h'icliDiond,   ]'(i.,  December  M,  lSfi'3. 
(i-eneral  J.  H.  Winder,  Jiu'lnnomL  ^'ll.  : 

(General  :  In  obedience  to  comnuind  of  Honorable  Secretary  of  War 
I  rei)ort  the  following-named  1'.  S.  officers,  i)risouers  of  war,  who  had 
more  than  -S.JOO  when  captured:  Lieut.  D.  L.  Wright,  Fifty-flrst  Indiana 
Kegiment,  8680;  Lieut.  Ira  Tyler,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Illinois 
Eegiment,  8<)17.i!0. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  MOEFIT, 
Viiptain  mill  Assistant  i/uifrtfrDiaster. 

[Ii,.l..rs.nu.nt.I 

January  12,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  tbe  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  no  ultimate  decision  be  made  in  this 
matter  until  certain  inquiries  already  made  be  answered,  or  at  least 
until  sullicieuf  time  be  ui\'eu  for  such  answer. 

R().  OULD, 
A(/eiit  iif  ErcluuKje. 


Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith,  T'.  S.  auent  of  exchange,  makes  iuijuiry  as 
to  what  has  become  of  815  in  gold  sent  to  William  S.  Scudder,  Fed- 
eral prisoner  ot  war. 

Imlur-ement.] 

December  .">0,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  .Meredith,  agent  of  exchange, 

requesting  attention  to  imdosed  copy  of  receipt  from  Captain  Winder.* 

The  money  is  on  deposit  with  the  prison  quartermaster.  Captain  Morfit, 

and  that  fact  was  indorsed  on  the  letter  when  it  was  sent  to  the  prisoner. 

W.  II.   HATCH, 
Cnptiiiii  iiml  Assistant  Ailjutant-deneraL 
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Office  CoaoiissABT-GENERAL  of  Peisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  30, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Stannaed, 

Commanding  U .  S.  Forces,  City  and  Harbor,  N.  ¥. : 
Geneeal  :  I  am  informed  by  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, that  there  are  some  sick  and  wounded  prisoners  of  war  in  his 
charge  who  require  better  treatment  than  can  be  given  them  at  the 
fort,  and  I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  order  them  transferred  to 
the  hospital  at  Fort  Wood. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  CommissaryGeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Headquaetees  Cooiandee  op  the  Post, 

Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.,  December  30,  1S63. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 
Colonel:   In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  10,  1S63,  inclosing 
extract  of  letter  from  Dr.  Montrose  A.  Fallen,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report : 

That  all  the  prisoners  of  war  at  this  camp  are  quartered  iu  barracks 
which  are  warmed  by  coal  stoves.  They  receive  a  good  supply  of 
rations,  and  are  generally  sufficiently  clothed.  They  are  well  cared  for 
in  hospital  aud  receive  every  medical  attention.  On  my  taking  com- 
mand here  I  found  abuses  existing  in  the  commissary  supplies,  such  as 
short  weight  iu  beef,  Sec,  which  is  now  being  corrected. 

As  the  best  evidence  of  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  I  send 
inclosed: 

First.  Statements  of  the  rebel  sergeants  in  command  of  each  squad 
of  the  prisoners  of  war,  with  a  synopsis  of  the  whole. 
Second.  Report  of  the  surgeon  in  charge  at  this  post. 
Third.  Report  of  Captain  Rhines,  my  commissary  of  prisoners,  who 
has  immediate  control  of  the  prisoners.  The  originals  of  the  above 
papers  1  have  retained,  aud  furnish  you  with  copies,  duly  certified. 
These  ])apers,  I  conceive,  will  fully  comply  with  the  requisition  in  your 
letter  of  December  lit. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  W.  ORME, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Office  Coimmissaey-Geneeal  of  Peisonees, 

Washington,  January  4,  l^i!4. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  commissioner  for 
exchange. 

The  accompanyiDg  circular*  wdl  show  what  orders  have  been  given 
iu  reference  to  pro\'idiiig  clothing  for  prisoners  aud  under  what  circum- 
stances it  is  to  be  issued. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


'-See  \'oi.  IV,  this  series,  p.  l.j 
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[Inclosures.] 

Sergeant-major  Second  Kentucky,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the 
intervening-  space  tbe  following  questions: 

I.  How  many  men  liave  you  in  your  squad? 

Four  hundred  aud  ten. 

-.  How  many  of  tliose  arr  now  sick  in  hospital,  detacheil,  :uid  in 
contineuieiit  ? 

Fourteen  in  hospital,  ten  detached,  ten  .-nnrint-d. 

.'J.  How  many  are  tiiere  for  wiioni  you  draw  rations'? 
For  :i7ti. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks'? 

A  sutiioiency  of  bunks. 

.">.   How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  roiuforts  have  yo  '  in  your  squad'? 

Average  two  to  a  man,  with  a  l'e»'  cxeeptinns    luioiintini;-  t(j  twenty  men. 

(i.  About  how  much  elotliing  has  your  sqiuid  leceived  since  it  came 
to  this  canq) '. 

A  majority  of  the  men  have  received  nUf  .suit  from  home  or  frifuds;  aliout 
twenty-flve  have  received  unthiug. 

7,   Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 

I  am  informed  by  the  commissary  that  we  do, 

5.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn  ? 

I  am  informed  by  the  cnnnnissary  ni  si|iKid  until  recently  tliey  were  infenor. 
cbipecially  sugar  ami  eortee. 

9.  How  do  the  nund>er  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  ••  for  duty"  and  ■•  sick  iu  ([uarters?" 

I  am  lulormed  that  the  number  is  favoraldc. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  raticms 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  l)asis  ? 

I  am  informed  by  the  commissary  of  squad  there  is  no  delect  iu  commissaries 
drawn  Imm  post  commissary,  but  invaiiably  a  ileticiem  y  iu  numlier  of  pounds  of 
beef  drawn  from  contractor. 

II,  Do  your  men  receiv-  prompt  nuMlical  attendance  when  reported 
sick '? 

Receive  verv  prompt  atlentom. 

H,   H.   B.VKLOW, 

Si-njua lit- Major   Si'caitd   KciitiicLi/   Cnvalrij. 


('.IMP    1)0U(^LAS.  J),rr„iljtr  ;'o',  ls6::. 
Captain    RiIIJJES,   (_'i}iiniii.'<siiri/   of  /',■ /.voices,   l',(iii]i    Itiiinilax: 

Sir:  In  Sergeant-Major  i',aili)\v's  rciiort.  day  before  yesterday,  he 
said  the  rations  up  to  lately  had  been  l)a<l,  which  wdiild  leave  .\oii  to 
think  all  was  Inid.  This  has  nut  been  the  case.  Flour,  meal,  potatoes, 
hominy,  candles,  soap,  and  bacon,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  good, 
and  no  complaint  made  of  them.  The  coffee  we  used  to  get  is,  I 
believe,  preferretl  by  the  men.  Tlie  rations  we  receive  now,  and  for 
some  tinje  biick,  is  as  j^nod  as  we  should  desire,  with  the  exception  of 
beef,  which  does  not  hold  out  in  weight,  and  inferior  jiarts  of  the  beef 
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generally.  I  make  this  statement,  as  the  report  he  gave  you  was  not 
as  full  as  I  should  have  made  it,  I  being  busy  at  the  time  drawing 
rations. 

Tours,  with  respect, 

R.  s.  masske:n", 

Commismry-Sergeant,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry. 


Sergeant-major  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  please  answer  iu  writing 
on  the  intervening  spate  the  tbllowiug  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  j-ou  in  your  squad? 

There  are  266  men  iu  the  Third  Iventucky  Cavalry. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Nine  sick  in  hospital,  five  on  detached  service. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

We  draw  rations  for  252  men. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  enough  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not, 
how  many  need  bunks? 

There  are  hunks  for  all  my  men. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 

We  have  400  blankets  in  regiment,  all  sent  by  frientls. 

6.  About  how  mnch  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

The  regiment  ha.s  received  about  lOU  suits  trora  Kentncky. 

7.  Do  your  men  draw  rations  regularly  or  not'? 

We  draw  our  rations  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn? 

Sugar  indifferent,  esccpt  two  or  three  times:  meal  indiiferent,  flour  moderate, 
beef  in<litferent.  bacon  good,  coffee  iuiUffertnt,  potatoes ,  others  good. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  -for  duty''  and  -'sick  iu  quarters'?" 

They  fall  short  sometimes  as  many  as  six. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  always  a  deficiency  in  the  beef,  varying  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds.  I 
cannot  speak  positively  about  the  others,  but  when  we  draw  for  four  days  we 
always  lack  rations  for  the  last  ilay. 

11.  Do  your  meti  receive  prompt  medical  attentiou  when  reported 
sick? 

The  men  most  generally  recei\'f  prnmpt  artention. 

V.  BUTLER  TURPIN, 

Scnicdiit-Miijor  Tklnl  Kentucky   Cavulnj. 


Sergeaut-maior  Fifth   Kentncky,  please  answer  iu   writing  on   the 
intervening  space  the  following  questions: 
1.  How  mauy  men  have  you  iu  your  s(iuad? 

Two  hundred  and  fifteen. 
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2.  How  many  of  these  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and.  in 
contiuement? 

Seventeen  in  hospital,  ID  detached.  6  contined;  total,  36. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations! 
One  hundred  and  pighty-three. 

i.  Are  there  biinlis  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  liow 
many  need  bunks? 

All  the  men  are  sniiplieil  with  bunks. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  (juilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 
We  have  238  blankets  and  piJ  comforts. 

t).  About  how  much  clothini;  lias  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

About  134  buits  from  friends  at  home. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 

Yes. 

5.  What  is  the  (luality  (if  rations  drawn? 

Rations  are  good,  with  the  exception  of  beef. 

0.  Flow  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  ronipare  wttli  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  '-sick  in  ([uarters!" 

Very  well 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledjie,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis  '. 

All  hold  out  well,  u  ith  the  exception  of  beef. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

Ves 

H.   VV.  SMITH, 

Actiiif!  Seri/eant- Major  Fifth   Kentucky. 

Serg-eant-niaijor  Sixth   Kentucky,  please  answer  in   writing  on   the 
intervening  space  the  following  (luestions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  .squad  ? 

I  have  304  men  in  my  squad. 

-.  Ilow  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in   hospital,  detached,  and  in 
continemeut  ? 

Thirteen  in  hospital,  seven  detached,  two  eniitiiied. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

I  report  and  have  l.'S2  men  for  r:irioiis. 

I.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  uo"    iii  your  iniarters;  it'  not.  how 
many  need  bunks .' 

Bunks  enough  for  all  the  men. 

.5.  IIow  many  blankets,  ciuilts.  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  sijuadl 

The  eijuad  has  418  quilts,  comforts,  and  blankets. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squail  ri'ceived  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

I  have  received  ,nt  the  express  about  L'lio  suits  of  clothing  for  my  aqiiad,  and  J2 
blankets  from  general  distribution. 
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7.  Do  yoa  draw  rations  regularly  or  uot? 
Rations  issued  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  latious  drawn? 

The  beef  received  is  the  inferior  portion  of  beef;  bacon  good;  others  are  second 
and  third  rate. 

0.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
reported  by  you  "for  duty''  and  '-sick  in  quarters?" 

We  draw  rations  for  all  men  I  report  for  duty. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  aiuount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

The  spring-balance  reduces  the  weight  of  the  rations  received  at  tlie  commissary 
about  one-quarter;  the  weighed  bacon  by  these  is  from  one-half  to  three-quarters 
pound,  the  lieef  three-quarters. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick  ? 

The  sioli  receive  very  prompt  attention. 

H.  K.  HAY, 

Sergeant- Major  Sixth  Kentucky. 


Sergeant-major  Seventh  Kentucky,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the 
intervening  space  the  following  ijuestions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

2.  How  many  of  these  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in  con- 
tineraent  ? 

Seven  in  hospital,  seven  detached,  oue  confined. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

Two  hundred  and  forty-tive. 

■4.  Are  there  bunks  tbr  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;    if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 
All  have  Imuks. 
5.  How  many  blankets,  fpiilts.  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Two  hundred  and  titty. 

fi.  About  how  much  clothing  lias  your  s<iuad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp' 

I  have  received  200  suits  nf  rlothr>. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  rcgulaily  or  not? 

I  draw  ([uite  punctually. 

S.  What  is  the  quiility  of  rations  drawn  ? 

Beef  quite  inferior,  llour  good,  meal  ordinary,  cortee,  lately,  good;  su^jargood,  bacon, 
good  usually,  liad. 

0.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  u umber 
of  men  reported  by  you  --for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

Nine  rations  dedcieut. 
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10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amouut  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  takiug  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  no  defect  except  iu  beef. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

They  do. 

S.  S.  SNOW, 
Sergeant-Major  Seventh  Kentucky  L'araJry. 


Sergeant-major  Eighth  Kentucky,  please  answer  in  writing  ou  the 
intervening  space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in  con- 
tinement  ? 

Twenty-seven 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Three  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

The  bunk.s  are  sufficient  since  tho  recent  littinf;  up. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  ([uilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

About  625. 

<>.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  s(iuad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

None  has  been  issued.  I  suppose  about  200  suits  have  been  sent  to  individuals  by 
friends,  besides  underclothing.  A  good  deal  of  it  was  taken  according  to  recent 
orders. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 

We  draw  beef  three  times  a  week,  other  rations  twice. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn  ? 

Flour  godd.  meal  inferior,  bacon  and  pork  goml,  beef  inferior,  con.si^tiuK  of  necks 
and  shaniis;  coffee  and  >ugar  inferinr,  pntatocs  and  hominy  good. 

0.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
ot  men  reported  by  you  "  for  duty"  and  ■'  sick  in  quarters  ?'' 

There  i-<  .i  slii^ht  falling  off  in  the  number  of  rations.  For  instance,  this  morning 
357  men  were  reported  in  the  ((uarters,  while  rations  were  issucil  for  only  3.50. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  <lefect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  biisis? 

There  is;  none  of  the  rations  hold  out.  The  orders  call  for  o\ie  pound  beef,  three- 
i|iiarters  of  liacon  or  pork;  the  issue  never  exceeds  three-quarters  of  iir>t  or  luilf  of 
second;  the  sugar  i.s  deficient,  and,  in  fact,  all  other  rations. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  sick? 

They  do. 

KespcctiuUy, 

J.  D.  HUNT. 

Serijeant- Major  Eighth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
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Sergeaut-major  Tenth  Kentucky,  please  aaswer  in  writing  on  the 
intervening  space  the  following  questions:  •.  •  ,   . 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Two  hundred  and  twenty. 

2.  How  many  of  these  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Five  sick  iu  hospital,  nine  in  ((uarters. 

3.  How  many  men  ;ire  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

Two  huudrei   aud  fiftetMi. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not.  how  many 
need  bunks  ? 

Yes. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Cue  hundred  aud  eighty-eight  blaukets. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  S(iuad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
I  do. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn  ? 

In  some  articles  it  is  good.  Sii<;ar  and  coftee  have  been  defeetive,  but  are  not 
now;  meat  is  sound;  the  beef  i.^sued  is  from  the  fore-quarters  aud  danks;  we  receive 
uone  (if  hind-quarters  of  beef. 

9.  How  do  the  uumber  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  '-for  duty"  and  '-sick  in  quarters?'' 

It  generally  tallies. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  an  average  dedciency  nf  twenty-five  pounds  per  day  iu  beef  and  twenty 
pounds  in  pork  or  bacou.  It  is  pmper  to  say  that  there  may  be  honest  ditierence  iu 
the  scales  of  the  oonimis.sary  and  my  3i|nad.     By  our  scales  the  bread  holds  out. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick  ? 

Tliiey  do. 

X.  PASTERS, 
Sergeant-Major  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Sergeant-maior  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  please  answer  iu  writ- 
ing on  the  iuterveniug  space  the  fullowiug  questions: 
1.  How  many  men  have  you   iu  your  squad? 

Whole  number.  159. 

'1.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  aud  in 
confinement? 

Seventeen  men. 

3.  How  many  of  them  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  men. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not.  how 
many  need  bunks.' 

There  are  not  enough  bmil<s.  Xi>.  s  barracks  have  forty-four  bunks  ami  muety-tive 
men  in  barracks;  the  balance  of  snuad  is  scattered. 
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5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Whole  squad  have  207.     Need  many  more. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  ha.s  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

About  one-third  have  received  clothing.  We  need  more  to  make  the  men  cum- 
foitable  this  winter. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not  J 

We  do;  our  rations  are  given  us  in  tveo  drawings,  three  and  four  days  each. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn? 

The  quality  of  the  rations  is  as  follows:  Flour,  inferior;  beef,  flanks,  shanks, 
and  uecks;  coti'ee,  spoiled;  meal  and  bacon,  good;  others,  fair. 

l>.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters  i" 

The  requisition  would  be  amply  sufficient,  but  we  think  we  do  not  get  full  weight. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

None  that  I  know  of  for  a  certainty. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 

sick:' 

Invariably  vtry  prompt. 

Respectfully, 

E.  D.  BURKE, 

Seryeant-Major  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Sergeant-major  Fifteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  please  answer  in  writ- 
ing on  the  intervening  space  the  following  questions: 
i.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 
One  hundred  and  sixty-dve. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in  con- 
finement 3 

Four  in  hospital;  detached,  19;  total.  23. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
One  hundred  aud  forty-two. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how  many 
need  bunks? 

The  nimiber  of  bunks  i.s  sufficient. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 
Blanket.*,  quilts,  and  comforts,  18o. 

tJ.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  siiuad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ' 

As  ne.ar  as  I  can  ascertain  the  number  of  suits  is  tifty-five;  the  cottonade  jackets, 
substitute  for  coats,  are  very  uncomfortable  for  the  .-teason;  many  men  are  suHering 
for  clothes. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  draw  rations  regularly,  but  very  irregular. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn  f 
Very  good,  excepting  beef  and  coffee,  which  ure  bad. 
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9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

The  comparison  13  good,  excepting  beef,  which  is  short  in  weight. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis! 

None,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sickf 

My  men  would  have  been  benefited  by  a  more  prompt  admission  into  the  hospital 
in  several  instances ;  otherwise  attention  has  been  good. 

W.  H.  KTSG, 

Sergeant- Major  Fifteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


Sergeant-major  First  Confederate  Cavalry,  please  answer  in  writing 
on  the  intervening  space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 
Two  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Twelve  sick  in  hospital  and  two  detached. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations  ? 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  squad ;  if  not,  how  many 
need  bunks? 

There  are. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts^and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 
One  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

About  fifty-five  suits. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  do. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn  ? 
Tolerably  good,  except  coflee  and  sugar;  at  times  bad. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "  sick  in  quarters'?"' 

They  fall  :i  little  short,  particularly  beef,  which  falls  very  short,  say  fifteen  pounds 
on  the  hundred. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

Not  except  as  above  stated  in  answer  to  interrogatory  9. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

They  du. 

L.  C.  COQLSON, 

Sergeant-Major  First  Confederate  Cavalry. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION   AND   CONFEDERATE.        787 

Sergeant-major  Fifty-fifth  Georgia,  please  answer  ia  writing  on  the 
intervening  space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 
Five  hundred  and  forty-one. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Thirty-four. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

Fivi-  hundred  and  seven. 

■i.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

Supplied  with  bunks. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  .squad? 
Seven  hundred  and  ei!,'hteen. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

About  I'Jo  .^uits. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not  ? 
Rations  drawn  regularly  generally. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn? 
Very  good. 

0.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
ot  men  reported  by  you  -'for  duty"'  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

Number  of  rations  drawn  compare  with  the  number  of  men  reported  for  dutv  and 
sifk  in  quarters.  •' 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

Xo  knowledge  as  to  the  defect. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attention  when  reported 
sick? 

Prompt  medical  attention  given. 

J.  W.  FLORENCE, 
Sergeant-Mnjor  Fifty-fifth  Georgia  Regiment. 

Sergeant-major  Sixty  fourth  Vir;;inia.  please  answer  in  writing  on 
the  intervening  .space  the  following  iiuestions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Three  hundri-d  and  -ixty-thrce. 

I'.How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in   hospital,  detached,  and  in 
coiihnement? 

Thirteen  in  hospital,  one  mau  detached  m  hu-pital. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Three  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  ail  men  now  in  vour  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks .'  -  i  5 

There  are  hunks  fur  all  ui\  men. 
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5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Two  hundred  aud  nine. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

About  seventy-one  suits. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  do. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn  ? 

The  meal  and  beef  at  times  ;ire  very  inferior,  other  rations  good;  at  times  sugar  is 
not  aa  good  as  we  wish. 

'.).  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  ••  for  duty"  and  ••sick  in  quarters?" 
They  compare  well. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  no  defect  except  in  beef;  the  beef  does  not  weigh  out.  with  other  rations, 
according  to  our  scales. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 

sick? 

They  do,  by  Ductnrs  lloUoway  aud  Cooli. 

WM.  BOLIX, 

Sergeant- Major  Sixty-fourth    Virginia. 


Sergeant-maior  Sixty-second  Xorth  Carolina,  please  answer  in  writ- 
ing on  the  intervening  space  the  following  ([uestions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Four  hundred  and  forty-three. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Twenty-two. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Four  hundred  and  twelve  men. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not.  how  many 
need  bunks  ? 

Men  all  have  bunks. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

Shoes,   134   pair;    pants.    72    pair:    jackets,   7;    drawers,    50   pair;    shirts,    93; 
stockings,  98. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  do  draw  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn  ? 
All  very  good  excepting  the  beef. 
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!).  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

The  number  of  rations  ordered  for  the  past  ten  days  lack  nine  of  being  as  many 
as  there  are  men  for  duty  and  sick  in  quarters. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis  ? 

There  is  none  except  in  the  rations  of  beef. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick  ' 

They  receive  prompt  attention. 

B.  A.  MOODY, 
Acting  Sergeant- Major  Sixty-second  Xorth  Carolina. 


Sergeant-major  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina,  please  answer  in  writing 
on  the  intervening  space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement. 

Twelve  in  hospital  and  forty-three  detarhed  to  work  in  camp. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Two  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

Bunks  enough,  but  need  some  hay  in  our  bunks. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  yonr  squad? 
Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

Twenty-two  shirt.s,  20  plain  slips,  3.j  pair  <>(  socks,  5  pair  of  pants,  42  pair  shoes, 
and  3  coats. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  do. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn? 

Yellow  corn-nieal  fair  article,  dour  second  quality,  beef  ^^enerally  indifferent,  pork, 
coffee,  and  sugar  good. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty''  and  "sick  in  (juarters  .'■' 

Generally  falls  very  short. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  [not]  except  in  meal  and  flour. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance   when   reported 
sick? 

They  do. 

CHAS.  IRWIN, 

Sergeant- Major  Sixty-fourth  Regiment  Xorth  Carolina  Volunteers. 


790"  PRISONERS  OP   WAR  AND   STATE,  ETCf 

Sergeant-major  Arkansas  Post  prisons,  please  answer  in  writing  on 
the  intervening  space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  yoa  in  your  squad  ? 

One  sergeant;  mosicians  and  privates,  30;  detached,  12;  in  hospital,  2;  aggre- 
gate, 4a. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Two  in  hospital,  detached  twelve. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations  ? 
Thirty-one  in  barracka. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

There  are  bunks  for  all  the  squad. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  aud  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 
Blankets,  45;  quilts,  8;  total,  53. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

This  squad  came  here  January  27,  1863;  so  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  do. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  ration  drawn  ?  •         ■ 
The  rations  are  good. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  -'sick  in  quarters?" 

The  rations  compare  very  well. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

They  do. 

HAEEISON  CHAMBERS. 

Sergeant-major  Barnes'  battery,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the 
intervening  space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 
Fifty  men. 

2.  How  many  of  them  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in  con- 
finement ? 

One  sick  in  hospital,  five  detached  to  work. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations  ? 
Should  draw  for  forty-four  on  the  25th  instant. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

There  are  bunks  for  all  the  men. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  aud  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad '? 
About  sixty  that  are  good. 
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6.  About  how  macb  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  cam© 
to  this  camp? 

None  from  the  Government  except  that  paid  to  men  who  have  heen  employed  at 
work.  There  haa  been  received  about  13  pair  shoes,  3  shirts,  7  blankets,  10  pair 
drawers,  1  jacket,  8  pair  of  socks, 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
The  rations  are  drawn  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn  ? 
Medium,  with  the  exception  of  beef. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "  for  duty"  and  "  sick  in  quarters?" 

Compare  well. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  a  defect,  the  beef  frequently  falling  short  from  a  quarter  to  a  third  in 
weio-ht,  and  the  bacon  or  pork  from  eifjhth  to  a  sixth  in  weight;  the  beef  is  gener- 
ally neck  and  shank  parts. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

^^'^'"  W.  W.  COMPTON, 

Sergeant- Major  Barries'  Battery. 


Sergeant-major   Kain's  battery,  please  answer  in   writing  on   the 
intervening  spa<^e  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  iu  your  squad? 
I  have  eighty-four. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  aad  in 
confinement? 

I  have  four  sick  in  hospital  and  two  detached. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Seventy -eight. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

There  are  bunks  for  all  men. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 
There  are  about  one  hundred  that  are  good. 

6.  About  how  much  cl<ithing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

I  have  received  none  fr..ni  the  Guvernmeut,  but  have  received  a  few  by  private 
contribution. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
I  draw  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn  ? 
Medium,  with  the  exception  of  beef  and  meal,  which  are  inferior. 
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9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare- witlt  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 


Compare  well. 


10.  I3  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis  1 

Having  no  meana  of  Tveighing,  I  do  not  know.     The  meat  rations  frequently  run 
ont  before  the  time  expiree. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

^^^•^^         ,.  CHA9.  S.KING, 

Sergeant- Major  Rain's  Battery, 


Sergeant-major  squad  13,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  intervening 
space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 
Total  aggregate,  seventy-one  men. 

2.  How  many  of  those  men  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and 
in  conhnemeut? 

Seven  in  hospital,  17  detached  ;  total,  24. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Forty-seven  men. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

Yes. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 
About  seventy-live  blankets  and  quilts. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

I  have  drawn  fur  my  squad  10  blankets,  4  shirts,  12  pair  of  socks,  7  yam  jackets. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  draw  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn? 

Good,  excepting  meal  and  sugar,  which  are  sometimes  very  inferior. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number  of 
men  reported  by  you  "  for  duty"  and  "  sick  in  quarters?" 

The  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  men  reported. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations  issued 
by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  defect  in  the  amount,  especially  beef. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

They  do. 

J.  J.  HOEAJSr, 

Sergeayit  in  Charge  of  Squad,  Saint  Louis. 
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Sergeant-major  squad  17,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  intervening^^:- 
space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 

One  hnndred  and  twenty-one. 

2.  How  many  of  them  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Three  sick  in  hospital. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations  ? 
One  hundred  and  seventeen. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks '? 

There  are  enough  Imnks  for  my  squad. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 
One  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

Sixteen  blankets,  8  pair  shoes,  7  pair  socks,  10  pair  drawers,  10  pair  pants,  10 
shirts,  10  military  jackets. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
We  have  received  our  rations  regularly. 

S.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn? 
All  very  good,  except  potatoes,  beef,  and  sugar. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

They  are  equal. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

There  is  in  the  beef. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick  ? 

Thev  do. 

T.  B.  REDDEN, 
Ser (leant- Major  ISquad  No.  17. 


Sergeant-major  squad  18,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  intervening 
space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 

.Six  hundred  and  forty. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
continement? 

.Seventet-n  in  hospital,  detached  six,  eighty-four  sick  in  quarters. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 

.Six  hundred  and  seventeen. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters:  if  not,  liow 
many  need  bunks? 

All  have  bunk.s,  but  some  are  without  hay;  the  men   have  uo  regular  ([uarters, 
which  makes  ir  difficult  to  get  them  to  atfenil  roll-call. 
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5.  How  mauy  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  sqnad? 

As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  530  blankets  and  comforts,  many  of  these  are  very  much 
■worn ;  250  blankets  would  be  a  low  estimate  of  the  number  actually  needed. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  cam& 
to  this  camp  ? 

About  100  suits,  150  pair  of  shoes ;  all  or  nearly  aU  the  contributions  of  friends. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 

I  do. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  ol' rations  drawn? 

Generally  good.  Sometimes  the  meal  is  inferior;  beef  very  heavy  for  the  size  of 
pile. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

There  is  a  difference  sometimes  of  ten  to  fifteen  men  owing,  I  suppose,  to  men 
returning  from  hospital. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

Not  having  any  means  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  weight  a  positive  answer  is 
impossible,  but  I  think  a  liberal  discount  for  wastage  is  generaUy  made,  but  pre- 
sume all  are  gentlemeu  connected  with  the  department. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

Prompt  attendance  is  generally  given  by  Doctors  HoUoway  and  Cook,  and  all  pre- 
scriptions promptly  tilled.  They  state,  at  present,  a  lack  of  a  few  medicines.  Post 
surgeon  has  given  general  satisfaction. 

FRANK  P.  GILLESPIE, 

Sergeant- Major  Squad  18. 


Sergeant-major  squad  21.  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  intervening 
space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 

Ninety-one. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Five  in  hospital,  detached  to  work  three;  the  latter  three  are  marked  transferred, 
but  are  still  in  barracks. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations?  .     ■ 

Eighty-three. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  enough  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not, 
how  mauy  need  buuks? 

There  are  forty-one  bunks  for  ninety-one  men,  which  compels,  in  some  cases,  three 
men  to  occupy  one  bunk.     Some  of  the  bunks  have  neither  straw  nor  hay. 

5.  How  mauy  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

Ninety  blankets,  mostly  light  and  ragged;  live  quilts  or  comforts. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

About  thirty  suits  and  about  twenty  pair  of  shoes,  many  of  them  furnished  through 
the  agency  of  friends. 


:^^^ 
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7.  Do  yoa  draw  rations  regnlarly  or  not?  «„       ^ 

I  draw  regularly  with  few  exceptions.  .■?'¥*''-    .  ?;.":-• 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn? 

Generally  good;  meal  inferior  for  bread  and  beef  heavy  for  size  of  piece. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

Generally  exact;  when  there  is  a  deviation  it  is  owing  to  mistake  or  to  men  chang- 
ing quarters. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

Having  no  positive  means  of  determining,  I  could  not  say  with  certainty;  there 
seems  to  be  plenty  allowance  for  waste.  I  rely  on  the  honor  of  the  gentleman  in 
charge  to  do  justice  to  prisoners. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick?  ^ 

They  do;  Dr.  Pettus  seems  untiring;  prescriptions  are  promptly  filled. 

O.  W.  MULLER, 
Sergeant- Major  Squad  21. 

Sergeant-major  squad  23,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  iutervenin"' 
space  the  following  questions:  " 

1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 
One  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

Eleven. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations?- 
One  hundred  and  tifty-two. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks? 

There  are  bunks  enough. 

.5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad  ? 

As  near  as  I  can  come  to  it  there  are  160  blankets  belonging  to  my  squad— several 
have  none. 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

Thirty  blankets,  32  shirts,  24  drawers,  32  pair  shoes,  32  pair  socks  36  knit 
jackets. 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not  ? 

Yes,  as  regularly  as  necessary. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn? 

_     Bacon  or  pork,  corn-meal  coarse  but  good,  flour  common,  hominv  "nod    coflFee 
inienor,  sugar  common,  bulance  good  save  the  beef,  which  is  bad.         '    " 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
ot  men  reported  by  you  •'  for  duty"  and  "sick  in  quarters?" 

They  frequently  lack  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  of  holding  out,  by  mv  hand  balances 
bnt  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  correct. 
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10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

None  to  my  certain  knowledge,  but  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  weights 
do  not  hold  oat  with  the  amounts  on  the  order. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
sick? 

^''''  _  R.  A.  THORNTON, 

Sergeant- Major  Squad  No.  23. 

Sergeant-major  squad  No.  24,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  inter- 
vening space  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  many  men  have  yon  in  your  squad? 

I  have  fourteen  men  in  my  squad. 

•1.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

None  in  hospital,  five  detached  as  clerks. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations  ? 
Have  fourteen  who  draw  rations. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  now  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how 
many  need  bunks  ? 

There  are  sis  who  have  none,  but  they  are  being  prepared. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 
All  supplied. 

G.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp  ? 

All  supplied.  ' 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
Have  dravni  regularly. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  rations  drawn? 
Sugar  indifferent;  balance  good. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "  sick  in  quarters?" 

Number  of  rations  equal  to  number  of  men. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

None  that  I  am  aware  of 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
si(!k  ? 

Not  having  had  any  sick,  cannot  tell. 

JOSEPH  H.  CONN, 

Sergeant- Major  Squad  24. 


Sergeant-major  squad  25,  please  answer  in  writing  on  the  intervening 
space  the  following  questions : 
1.  How  many  men  have  you  in  your  squad? 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-live. 
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2.  How  many  of  those  are  now  sick  in  hospital,  detached,  and  in 
confinement? 

None  sick,  detached;  none  in  confinement. 

3.  How  many  are  there  for  whom  you  draw  rations? 
Two  hundred  and  twenty -tour. 

4.  Are  there  bunks  for  all  men  in  your  quarters;  if  not,  how  many 
need  bunks  f 

There  are  bunks  for  all  that  stay  in  the  workmen's  quarters. 

5.  How  many  blankets,  quilts,  and  comforts  have  you  in  your  squad? 

6.  About  how  much  clothing  has  your  squad  received  since  it  came 
to  this  camp? 

7.  Do  you  draw  rations  regularly  or  not? 
I  draw  three  times  in  ten  days. 

8.  What  is  the  quality  of  rations  drawn  ? 
They  are  good,  what  we  draw  now. 

9.  How  do  the  number  of  rations  ordered  compare  with  the  number 
of  men  reported  by  you  "for  duty"  and  "sick  m  quarters?"' 

They  compare  very  near. 

10.  Is  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  defect  in  the  amount  of  rations 
issued  by  the  post  commissary,  taking  the  order  as  a  basis? 

No,  there  is  not;  as  I  can  ascertain. 

11.  Do  your  men  receive  prompt  medical  attendance  when  reported 
.sick  ? 

They  do. 

Synopsin  of  foregointj  statements. 


""""*■  i  ^f^en""  "^£^1^^  hiLp't'al.  Detached.    >>'',™ 


rally. 


2d   Kentucky  Cavalry  . 

3d    Ktnturky  Cavalry . 

5th  Kentucky  Cavalry . 

6th  Kentucky  Cavalry . 

7th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 

8th  Kentucky  Cavalry . 
10th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 
14th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 
15th  Tennessee 

latConlederateC; 

55th  Georgia 

64th  Virginia 

62rt    North  Carolii 
e4th  North  Carolin 

Arkansas  Post 

Barnes   battery  ... 

Kain  3  battery 

.Squad  i:! 

.Squad  17 

Squad  18 

Squad  21 

Squad  23 

Squad  24 

Squad  25 


410 

376 

266 

252 

215 

183 

.■11)4 

283 

268 

245 

:iH4 

357 

220 

215 

U9 

142 

165 

142 

292 

276 

541 

507 

10  I  Enongh. 


1   I ' 

43 

12 

17 

Total. 


225 

5 

5,  822 

5.378 

265  1 

154  i 
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Synopaig  of  foregoing  atatements — Continaedi 


I  Namber 
1  of  qoilts  Clothing  r«-^  Medical 
i  or  blank-      ceiveo.  ''" 

eta. 


Name  of  rebel  ser- 
geant making  state- 
ment. 


2d   Kentucky  Cavalry . 


3d   Kentacky  Cavalry . 

5th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 

6th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 

7th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 

8th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 
10th  Kentucky  Cavalry  . 
14th  Kentucky  Cavalry . 


15th  Tennessee 

l8t  Confederate  Cavalry 

55th  Georpa 

64th  Virginia 

62d    North  Carolina 

64th  North  Carolina 

Arkansas  Post 

Barnes'  battery 

Kain's  battery 

Squad  13 

Squad  17 

Squad  18 

Squad  21 i 

Squad  23 ; 

Squad  24 ,  En 

Squad  35 |--- 


Prompt. 


25. 
100  suits. 
134  suits. 
20O  suits . 
20O  suits. 
200  suits. 


One-third  I do. 

received  | 

clothing. 

55  suits...! do  . 

55  suits... I do. 


.do. 


10  suits.. 
100  suits. 
30  suits.. 
30  suits.. 
Enough.. 


Total. 


H.  H.  Barlow. 


P.  Butler  Turpin. 
H.  W.  Smith. 
H.  K.  Hay. 
S.  S.  Snow. 
J.  D.  Hunt. 
N .  Pasters. 
E.  D.  Burke. 


W.  H.Zing. 
L.  C.  Coulsou 
J.  W.  Florence. 
Wm.  Bolin. 
B.  A.  Moody. 
Chas.  Irwin. 
H.  Chambers. 
W.  W.  Compton. 
Cbas.  S.  King. 
J.  J.  Horan. 
T.  B.  Redden. 
F.  P.  Gillespie. 
O.  W.  MuUer. 
R.  A.  Thornton. 
J.  H.  Conn. 


Post  Hospital,  Camp  Douglas,  III.,  December  27,  1S63. 
Brigadier-General  Orme,  Commanding  Post  : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  60,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning  sick  prisoners  of 
war  in  hospital  at  Camp  Douglas: 

First.  There  are  now  sick  in  hospital  217,  distributed  in  six  wards, 
with  an  average  atmospheric  capacity  of  975  cubic  feet  to  the  patient. 
Each  has  a  cot  bed,  sack  iilled  with  hay,  sheets,  pillows  of  hair  or  hay, 
pillow  slips  or  cases,  two  blankets  to  each  bed  and  more  when  the  sur- 
geons deem  it  necessary  for  the  health  or  comfort  of  the  sick,  and  to 
those  who  are  confined  to  their  beds,  drawers,  shirts,  and  socks  from 
the  hospital  clothing,  all  of  which  are  frequently  changed. 

Second.  The  rations  issued  to  the  sick  prisoners  are  the  same  in 
quantity  and  quality  as  issued  to  TJ.  S.  troops  sick  in  hospital,  which 
consist  of  bacon,  beans,  beef  (fresh),  soft  bread,  potatoes,  rice,  tea, 
cott'ee,  sugar,  &c.  The  purchases  from  hospital  savings  are  butter, 
eggs,  cabbages,  beets,  parsnips,  turnips,  onions,  chickens,  oysters, 
fresh  fish,  salt  fish  (and  lemons  when  prescribed  or  recommended  by 
the  attending  surgeon),  dried  apples,  berries,  currants,  cherries,  all  in 
such  quantities  as  are  needed  and  in  accordance  with  the  "diet  table" 
recommended  by  the  Surgeon-General. 

Third.  There  are  four  contract  surgeons,  on  duty  with  prisoners,  and 
five  acting  surgeons,  who  volunteered  their  services,  and  were  detailed 
from  among  the  prisoners,  being  graduates  of  medical  colleges,  and  so  far 
have  shown  themselves  to  be  men  of  fine  medical  talent  anxious  to  do 
their  duty  and  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  camp  and  hospital.  There  is 
not  hospital  capacity  enough  at  present,  but  will  soon  be  remedied,  for 
there  is  now  being  erected  a  fine,  commodious  building  for  use  of  sick 
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prisoners,  capable  of  holding  200  patients,  with  ventilation,  fornaces, 
hydrants,  bath-room,  &c. 

Fourth.  Hospital  and  medical  supplies  are  furnished  by  Surg.  J.  B. 
Porter,  U.  S.  Army,  medical  purveyor  at  Chicago,  promptly  iu  accord- 
ance with  "supply  table"  for  the  medical  department  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  for  1863,  aud  of  the  same  quality  as  for  U.  S.  troops  at  this  camp. 

Fifth.  The  kitchens  are  well  supplied  with  stoves  and  appUances  for 
cooking,  and  table  furniture,  chairs,  stools,  aud  benches.  The  cooks 
are  detailed  from  the  prisoners,  and  their  kitchens  and  cooking  are 
inspected  daily  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  and  three  times  a  week  by 
the  post  surgeon. 

Sixth.  The  buildings  now  occupied  as  hospital  [by]  both  Federals 
and  prisoners  were  originally  built  for  other  purposes  than  which  they 
are  now  used,  and  hence  many  inconveniences  are  experienced  daily  in 
treating  the  sick  properly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AEVIX  F.  WHELAN, 
First  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  Post  Surgeon. 


Hdqrs.  Commander  of  Post  Ca^ip  Douglas, 

Chicago,  III.,  December  26,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Orme,  Commanding  Post: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  requiring  me  to  report  in 
writing  the  amount  of  clothing  issued  by  myself  to  prisoners  of  war, 
together  with  such  other  facts  as  might  be  necessary  to  determine  the 
present  and  past  treatment  of  those  confined  here,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following: 

I  commenced  to  act  as  commissary  of  prisoners  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1863.  At  that  time  there  were  3,127  prisoners  present  here;  the 
greatest  number  here  at  any  time  since  is  6,105. 

1.  On  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  here  some  were  found  to  be  com- 
fortably and  others  very  poorly  clad.  Under  verbal  orders  received  by 
me  trom  Colonel  Ue  Land,  commanding  post,  I  commenced  at  once  to 
clothe  the  needy.  There  was  a  large  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  the 
camp  and  not  enough  Federal  sokliers  to  do  it.  The  needy  prisoners 
were  detailed  to  work  and  the  clothing  given  to  them  as  a  recompense. 
Those  that  were  not  detailed  to  work  were  given  clothing  from  that 
furnished  by  Government  for  that  purpose.  Under  this  arrangement 
since  the  23d  of  September,  1863,  I  have  issued  to  the  needy: 

Jackets 953 

Trousers 796 

Drawers 1,955 

Shirts 2,033 

Stockings 2, 106 

Blankets  1,  280 

B<iutees 1,  lU 

A  part  of  this  clothing  is  receipted  for  on  clothing  receipt  rolls  by 
the  prisoners.  Those  rolls  show  tlie  amount  issued  from  September 
23,  1863,  down  to  ^Tovember  2,  1863;  from  November  2,  1863,  to  this 
date,  I  have  kept  a  clothing  book,  in  which  may  be  found  the  names 
of  the  persons  to  whom  clothing  has  been  issued,  and  the  articles. 
Besides  the  clothing  so  furnished  by  the  Government  the  immediate 
relations  of  the  prisoners  have  been  permitted  to  furnish  them  clothing 
when  they  were  really  needy.  If,  on  examination,  the  party  to  whom 
the  clothing  was  directed  was  found  not  to  be  needy  then  the  clothing 
was  given  to  some  one  who  was  in  want  of  it.     I  am  unable  to  give  the 
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amodnt  thna  furnished,  but  I  think  ifc  is  fnlly  eqnal  to-  that  furnished 
by  Government.  A  considerable  amount  of  clothing  must  still  be  dis- 
tributed among  those  prisoners  from  the  more  southern  States; 

2.  The  bedding  consists  of  prairie  hay,  of  which  I  have  ordered  each 
month  but  this  from  twelve  to  fourteen  pounds  for  two  men.  The 
bunks  are  intended  to  accommodate  two  men  each,  and  the  amount 
furnished  I  regard  as  sufficient.  In  the  early  part  of  this  month  I 
received  orders  from  Oolonel  De  Land,  ''not  to  order  any  more  straw 
until  a  new  contractor  could  be  procured."  The  prisoners  have  received 
no  new  straw  this  month;  more  ought  to  be  furnished  at  once. 

3.  The  fuel  furnished  to  prisoners  consists  of  both  wood  and  coal; 
of  wood,  orders  are  issued  each  month  for  1,4:11!  cart-loads,  or  350  cords, 
as  near  as  I  can  estimate  it.  Of  coal  294  cart-loads,  or  196  tons.  If 
the  proper  means  of  heating  the  barracks  and  of  cooking  the  food 
could  be  procured  and  used  an  immense  saving  would  be  effected  with 
the  stoves  now  in  use.  I  do  not  deem  the  amount  furnished  any  too 
much,  and  in  extreme  cold  weather  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  it. 

4.  The  requisition  for  rations  is  drawn  every  tenth  day.  The  utmost 
care  is  taken  on  my  part  to  furnish  an  order  for  rations  for  every  man, 
but  the  morning  reports  constitute  my  guide,  and  I  do  not  allow  the 
requisition  to  exceed  the  number  reported  "for  duty"  and  "sick  in 
quarters"  inclosed  herewith.  I  transmit  certain  questions  to  sergeants 
of  squads,  and  their  answers,  to  which  I  would  respectfully  beg  leave 
to  refer  as  best  calculated  to  show  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the 
prisoners  in  regard  to  the  treatment  they  have  received  and  are  now 
receiving. 

In  conclusion  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  answers 
of  the  sergeants  in  reference  to  food,  and  would  say  that  I  most  fully 
believe  the  prisoners  have  been  shamefully  treated  by  the  contractor 
for  fresh  beef. 

I  am,  sir,  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVANT  C.  RHIKES, 
Capt.  Company  A,  First  M.  S.  S.,  and  Commissary  of  Prisoners. 


Headquartees  Departjient  of  Western  Tennessee, 

In  the  field,  December  30, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Memphis: 
Generai,:  I  have  in  my  hands  forty-flve  or  fifty  Federal  prisoners, 
among  them  two  captains  and  three  lieutenants. 

I  suppose  that  I  have  lost  some  men  also,  and,  owing  to  the  fatigue 
and  exposure  necessary  to  send  your  men  to  Eichmond,  I  write  to  pro- 
pose exchanges.  The  desire,  also,  to  get  my  own  men  prompts  me  to 
make  the  proposition  to  exchange  with  you  for  them  or  for  any  Confed- 
erate soldiers  you  may  have  in  your  hands. 

I  have  asked  permission  to  make  the  exchanges,  provided  you  con- 
sent to  do  so.  I  should  be  pleased  to  make  such  an  arrangement,  with 
the  understanding  that  I  exchange,  first,  for  my  own  troops,  afterward 
for  any  other  belonging  regularly  to  the  C.  S.  Army.  Should  you  con- 
sent to  do  so,  you  will  please  forward  by  the  flag  a  list  of  men  now  iu 
your  hands,  and  I  will  exchange  for  them  as  far  as  I  have  men,  and  at 
any  point  you  may  designate  on  the  railroad  between  La  Grange  and 
Memphis. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N'.  B.  FORREST, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Mystic,  Conn.,  December  .31,  1863. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln: 

My  Dear  Sir:  After  years  of  travel,  twice  around  the  world,  I  am 
in  my  old  ancestral  home  here  to  obtain  the  rest  which  I  require,  but 
may  it  please  the  President,  the  situation  of  our  sons,  piisouers  of  war 
at  Richmond,  makes  it  a  duty  to  ofler  my  services,  without  pay  or  any 
pecuniary  compensation,  aud  if  necessary  my  life,  to  accomplish  their 
deliverance. 

I  believe  that  Mr.  Davis  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  visit  Piicli- 
mond  and  make  every  arrangement  necessary  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

Virginia  well  knows  me  and  knows  that  till  the  attack  on  Fort 
Sumter  I  was  a  true  friend  of  the  South,  educated  by  ilatlison,  Monroe, 
and  Jackson. 

President  Monroe  sent  me  to  Europe  in  1818,  and  in  his  retirement 
from  public  life  he  became  poor,  and  my  funds  were  ])Iaced  at  his  dis- 
posal, which,  as  he  said,  ■'  protected  him  from  want  at  his  table  in  his 
old  age.'' 

The  monument  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  over  the  remains  of  "Mary, 
the  mother  of  Washington,"  the  corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  by 
President  Jackson,  was  all  my  own,  the  i^rincipal  and  interest  of  which 
is  830,000. 

President  Taylor  was,  I  think,  Mr.  Davis'  father-in-law,  and  the 
accom[)anying  general  letter  of  introduction,  with  other  historical  facts 
with  which  my  name  is  connected  with  Virginia,  will  .secure  me,  I 
believe,  a  kind  reception  at  Richmond,  and  successful  acuompjishment 
of  the  holy  mission.* 

Believing  that  I  can  be  the  agent  in  doing  this  satisfactorily  to  the 
President  of  the  LTnited  States  and  the  call  of  my  country,  I  hold 
myself  subject  to  the  President's  commands,  and  remain 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  liumble  servant, 

SILAS  E.  BURROWS. 

[ludorsenient.] 

January  9,  lS<i4. 
Kespectfully  referred  by  the  President  to  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  War.+ 


Unofficial.]  (Received  December  31,  1863.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

Dear  Sir:  The  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  -8th  instant,  I  see,  con- 
tains some  slang  abuse  of  your  report,  or  yourself  on  account  of  it.  If 
there  was  any  ground  at  all  for  the  Richmond  Knquirer's  remarks  they 
should  have  been  leveled  at  me:  but  there  was  no  ground  for  any  such 
remarks. 

Mr.  Ould  made  his  declaration  of  exchange,  to  which  ( reueral  Mere- 
dith (aud  myseli)  took  exception,  in  September.  When  called  upon 
for  the  "  valid  paroles,"  as  he  called  them,  he  furnished  the  tabular 
statement  of  guerrilla  captures.  This  statement,  all  that  ilr.  Ould 
furnished,  then  became  the  debatable  ground,  and  was  the  immediate 
subject  of  controversy.  This  controversy  was  virtually  closed  before 
you  went  to  Ohio  in  ^iovember.     After  that,  after  I  had  prepared  my 

"luelosiues  omitted.  -.Sfr  Hitchcock  to  .Stautou,  January  13,  1864,  p.  .s38. 
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official  report,  and  after  I  had  written  the  letter  for  the  Times  news- 
paper, and  after  the  data  for  official  action  had  passed,  prior  to  the 
preparation  of  the  message  of  the  President,  Mr.  Oiild  artfully  wrote 
a  letter  to  re-open  the  controversy,  not  with  General  Meredith,  but  with 
me,  and  in  this  letter  he  professes  himself  ready  to  produce  evidence  of 
the  validity  of  the  paroles  claimed  in  the  tabular  statement,  and  then, 
not  only  at  the  eleventh  hour,  but  after  it,  he  declared  his  readiness  to 
exclude  from  the  tabular  .statement  all  citizens! 

Here  is  a  confession  that  the  tabular  statement  did  contain  citizens; 
just  what  General  Meredith  said  of  it,  and  what  I  say  of  it;  and  if  the 
statement  was  not  to  be  considered  on  its  face,  why  was  it  presented 
at  ail? 

The  simple  fact  is  that  Mr.  Ould  intended  to  force  us  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  tabular  statement;  but,  flnding  himself  thwarted,  comes 
forward  with  a  letter  with  no  less  than  seven  proposed  questions  for  a 
new  discussion,  which  he  proposed  to  carry  on  with  myself. 

The  28th  of  Xovember  I  wrote  the  letter  to  General  M.,  to  be  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Ould,  in  which  I  stated  that  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  discuss  any  points  Mr.  Ould  might  present  at  the  time  of  presenta- 
tion; and  this  is  the  letter  to  whicii  Mr.  Ould  refers  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  you  knew  that  the  statements  in  your  report  were  not  true, 
when,  in  fact,  Mr.  Quid's  invitation  to  enter  into  controversy  with 
myself  made  no  essential  point  in  his  favor. 
With  great  respect, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 


[December  .31,  1863. — For  Butler  to  Stanton,  in  regard  to  operations 
of  General  Wild  against  guerrillas  in  northeastern  counties  of  jS"orth 
Carolina,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIX,  Part  II,  p.  595.J 


War  Department,  Washington,  December  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  Iforth  Carolina, 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.: 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  27th  instant,  and  to  express  his  gratifica- 
tion at  the  satisfactory  condition  of  affairs  at  Point  Lookout. 

The  measures  whicli  you  have  adopted    and   propose  to  adopt,  as 
stated  in  that  communication,  are  ap])roved  by  the  Secretary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.    S.  CANBY. 
Brigadier- General  and  Asuistant  Adjutant-General. 

Judge- Advocate-General's  Office, 

December  31,  1863. 
Maj.  W.  M.  DvNN,  Judge- Advocate: 

Major:  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  I  conferred 
with  the  Secretary  "f  War  in  regard  to  the  grave  and  important  ques- 
tion it  presents.  From  him  I  learned  that  this  question  had  already 
been  decided  by  the  President  himself,  who  holds  that  the  amnesty 
proffered  by  his  proclamation  does  not  extend  to  prisoners  of  war,  nor 
to  persons  suffering  punishment  under  the  sentence  of  military  courts, 
or  (III  trial  m-  under  charges  for  military  otlenses.  The  case  of  Burch 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  the   President  on  a  report  from  this  office.     I 
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see  no  grnuucl  whatever  on  which  he  can  claim  immunity  for  the  crimes 
of  which  be  has  been  convicted,  under  the  terms  of  the  proclamation. 
"A  general  jail  clearin;:-,"  as  you  express  it,  could  not  certainly  have 
been  contemplated  by  the  President  in  issuing  his  proclamation,  and 
such  a  result  would.  I  think,  be  in  every  way  to  be  deplored. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  HOLT, 
■J  wltje- Advocate-General. 


War  Department,  Wit.shin/jton,  December  d'l,  1863. 
Elis  Excellency  O.  P.  Morton, 

Governor  of  Iiidiana,  Tiiiliaiutpolis.  Ind.: 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  it  has 
been  found  upon  investigation  that  a  party  of  rebel  troops  captured 
in  Kentucky  after  a  raid  in  Indiana  and  turned  over  to  the  civil 
autbiirities  of  the  latter  State  as  kidnappers  and  marauders,  belong  to 
the  rebel  army,  were  duly  mustered  in  that  service,  and  commanded  by 
a  rebel  otlicer,  and  (jonseipiently  are  not  amenable  to  trial  by  civil 
courts,  but  are  subject  to  the  same  treatment  as  other  prisoners  of  war. 
They  aie  now  in  the  custody  of  the  militaiy  authorities  at  Camp  Mor- 
ton, and  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  coiiies  of  the  papers  in  the 
case  be  furnislied  for  your  information,  with  the  request  that  Your 
Excellency  will  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  transfer  them 
formally  from  the  civil  to  the  military  authority. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Briijadier-Generiil  and   Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department.  Wasliin<iton,  December  31,  1863. 
FTis  Excellency  A.  I.  Boreman, 

Governor  of  ]!>«<  Virginia,  Whcelinrj,  \V.  Va. : 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  It^tli  instant.  propo>ing  an  exchange  of  Colonel 
Powell,  of  the  Second  \Vest  Virginia  Cavalry,  for  Col.  R.  H.  Lee,  of  the 
rebel  service,  and  in  reply  to  cnmnuinicate  to  Your  Excellency  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  Major-tieueral  Hitchcock,  coniniissioner  of  exchange, 
in  relation  to  the  subject: 

The  rebel  autLorities  seem  partinilarly  anxious  to  retain  Colonel  Powell,  the 
reason  lieinsi  well  known,  to  wir.  his  value  to  the  Union  eanse.  They  will  not 
exchange  him  for  Colonel  Lee.  the  latter  Ijein^c  disabled.  General  Biitbr  is  nnw 
iii.'iking  an  ettbrt  to  erte>t  escbanues.  and,  it  lie  succeeds,  Colonel  rnwell  and  his 
high  claims  will  not  be  overlooked. 

Verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

ED.   li.  S.  CANBY, 

Briiioilirr-Gi  neral  and   Assistant   Adjutant-General. 

Offici:  (J(immi.s.sart-C.eneral  <:)F  Prisoners, 

\Vasliin;/ton.  l>.  C.  December  31,  1863. 

Col.  G.  W.  KlNCAID, 

Connnandiiig  Militiin/   Piisoii,  Alton.  TIL: 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  l'.'hI  instant,  in  relation  to  money  trans- 
actidus  between  the  sutler  and  prisdiiers,  is  received,  hut  tlie'sutler's 
ticket  meutioLied  was  not  inclosed.     The  legulatinus  coutein|ilate  that 
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the  prisoner  will  purchase  from  the  sutler  such  articles  as  he  may  wish, 
for  which  on  the  bill  he  will  give  an  order  on  the  commanding  officer 
who  pays  it,  and  who  thus  knows  what  the  sutler  sells.  Your  practice 
is  just  the  opposite  of  this.  You  give  the  prisoner  an  order  or  ticket 
on  the  sutler  for  $5,  more  or  less,  in  trade,  and  he  buys  with  it,  or  he 
disposes  of  it  in  some  other  way.  Your  plan  possibly  saves  trouble  in 
disbursing  the  deposits,  but  the  mode  required  by  the  regulations  must 
be  adhered  to.  If  the  prisoners  deposit  gold  they  are  entitled  to  the 
full  value  of  it,  including  the  premium,  and  if  the  premium  belonging 
to  any  prisoner,  now  present,  has  been  placed  in  the  prison  tund  it 
must  be  returned  to  him  by  deposit  in  your  hands.  When  prisoners 
are  released  on  bond  forward  the  bon-i  to  this  office. 

A'ery  resi)ectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Convmissayi/-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  December  31,  1863. 
Col.  WiLLiA3[  Wallace, 

Coinmandinq  Camp  Chase,  Columijus,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant.  re(|uesting  instructions  how 
to  di>poseof  a  watch  belonging  to  the  rebel  Oeneral  Morgan,  is  received, 
and  in  reply  I  have  to  say  that  the  watch  and  any  other  articles  which 
may  have  been  lelt  by  the  rebel  prisoners  who  recently  escaped  from 
the  penitentiary  will  be  sidil  and  the  proceeds  added  to  the  prison  fund. 
If  any  money  was  left  by  any  of  them  it  also  will  be  added  to  the  fund. 
I  will  add  in  this  connection  that  money  or  valuables  left  by  deceased 
prisoners  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  way. 
Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third   [iit'untrii  and   Coinntissarif-Ceneral  of  Prisoners. 


Hdurs.  Commander  of  Post  Camp  Douglas, 

(Jkicago,  III.,  December  31,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  In  addition  to  what  I  have  stated  in  my  letter  inclosing 
reports  of  the  condition,  &c.,  of  prisoners  of  war,*  I  have  the  honor  to 
intorm  you  turtlier  that  the  subsistence  of  i)iisoners  of  war  is  furnished 
by  the  commissary  through  the  contractors,  John  McGinnis.  jr.,  & 
Co.  The  article  of  beef  these  contractors  tnriush  through  a  sub-con- 
tractor named  Curtis,  who  cuts  up  and  delivers  directly  to  the  rebel 
ciiiiimissary  sergeants  upon  orders  issued  by  the  commissary  of  pris- 
oner-;. I  am  clearly  satistied  that  for  some  time  back  the  weight  of  the 
beef  issueil  to  the  prisoners  has  been  short.  I  believe  that  theoriginal 
contractors  are  not  implicated  in  the  matter,  as  they  lease  the  furnisli- 
ing  of  beef  entirely  to  the  sub-contractor  and  settle  with  him  on  the 
orders  issued  by  the  I'onunissary  of  prisoners.  I  am  further  induced  to 
this  belief  by  the  character  and  standing  of  some  of  the  contractors, 
whom  1  personally  know.  I  am  engaged  now  in  investigating  this 
question  and  will  heieafter  have  some  person  to  supcrinteuil  the  issuing 
of  all  the  rations.  The  I'lnestlon  I  now  desire  to  submit  to  you  is  this:  If, 
upon  further  investigation,  I  remain  satislied  that  this  fraud  of  cheat- 
ing in  weights  has  been  carried  on  without,  liowever,  being  able  to 

*  See  December  Mi\  p.  778. 
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obtain  sufficient  legal  i)roof  to  justify  a  prosecution,  would  it  meet  with 
approval  if  I  should  compel  the  suspected  party  to  pay  over  to  the 
coimnis.sary  for  account  of  prisoners'  savings  fund  what  I  might  deter- 
mine to  be  a  fair  restoration  of  the  money  thus  wroiigtully  sought  to  be 
and  already  obtained?  I  have  informed  the  contractors  and  Curti.s  of 
my  suspicions  and  have  also  notified  the  commissary  (Captain  Edwards) 
to  withhold  his  settlement  to  await  further  investigation.  The  fact 
that  this  shortness  in  weight  in  beef  has  been  alnmst  entirely  with  the 
piisoners  is  the  reason  why  I  think  clear  proof  will  be  difficult  to 
obtain.  Curtis  has  had  an  interview  with  me  and  would,  I  think,  consent 
to  my  order  to  refund.  I  also  desire  to  advise  you  that  1  find  here 
prisoners  of  war  i)ermanently  engaged  in  helping  the  persons  who  issue 
the  rations  and  doing  divers  other  duties  for  different  persous  about 
the  camp.     Has  this  practice  met  with  your  sanction? 

I  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.   VV.  OKME, 
Firiijadier- Gt'iterul,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Del-artment  of  the  Gulf, 

Seic  Orleans,  I>eceml>tr  :-Jl,  1S63. 
Col.  C.  C.  DwiGHT,  Ihdth  Regiment   Xew   York  Vols.,  yeic  Orleans: 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  appoints  you  commis- 
sioner to  C(mter.  in  his  name,  with  a  commissioner  ai)pointed  by  Maj. 
Gen.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  on  the  subject  of  exchange  of  piisoners. 

The  place  of  meeting  agreed  upon  for  the  conference  is  Red  River 
Lauding,  near  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  to  which  place  you  will  please 
proceed  without  delay.  The  time  of  meeting  is  the  1st  proximo,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  the  major-general  com- 
mantling  to  Major  General  Franklin,  contirming  the  exchange  agreed 
upon  by  the  latter,  and  you  nre  desired  to  give  formal  sanction  to  that 
exchange  in  the  name  of  the  majorgeueial  commanding,  should  it  be 
rei  I  nested. 

You  are  authorized  to  offer  to  Maijor-General  Taylor,  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  agreed  upon  by  ?tlajor  ( reneral  Franklin,  idl  the  prison- 
ers recently  c;iptnred  by  the  V.  S.  forces  in  Texas,  provided  he  will 
procure  the  delivery  of  all  captured  from  the  United  States  at  Galves- 
ton. Sabine  Pass,  and  other  points  in  Texas.  You  will  also  endeavor 
to  juocure  the  release  on  parole  of  our  prisoners  captured  at  Brashear 
and  other  points  in  the  department,  and  now  held  by  the  Confederate 
authorities. 

You  will  be  careful  in  all  conferences  to  keep  in  view  the  fact  that 
the  commanding  general  will  not  sanction  aiiv  ditference  being  made 
between  the  officers  and  men  of  diii'ercnt  corps  of  the  army. 

The  olKcers  and  men  of  colored  regiments  have  been  received  into 
the  service  of  the  country:  and  no  agreement  can  be  made  or  discussed 
in  which  the  rights  of  the  colored  troops  or  their  officers  to  be  treated 
and  exchanged  as  other  prisoners  of  war  may  be  ignored. 

You  will  please  correspond  freelv  with  these  lieadiiuarters  duriii"- 
your  conferences,  using  the  telegraph  from  I'ort  Hudson  to  tacilitate 
communication. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CUAti.  P.  STOXE, 
Briijadiir-Genenil  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

■  *uB  liecembfi-  .'1,  ]..  737. 
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[Tnclosure.] 

Memoranda  of  prisoners  of  war  held  by  Major- General  Banks,  command 
ing  Department  of  the  Gulf,  December  31,  1863. 

Officers; 

Colonels I 

Majors  I 

Captains  •"> 

Lieutenants  !■' 

Total ^0 

Enlisted  men: 

Xon-commissioned  staff - 

Sergeants 12 

Corporals 10 

Artificer 1 

Privates 193 

C.  S.  Navy 8 

Total 226 


Headmuarters  >'5ixrEE.\Tn  Army  Corps. 

Memphia,  Tcnn.,  December  31,  1S63. 

Brig.  Gen.  ^T.  B.  Fotrrest,  0.  S.  Aiiiiy. 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Wext  Tennessee,  noic  in  Xnrth  Mississijjpi : 

SiE:  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  commuuication 
of  30th,  and  in  reply  send  you  a  list  of  commissioned  officers,  prisoners 
of  war,  and  a  statement  of  number.  iS:c.,  rank  and  tile,  so  far  as  heard 
from. 

It  is  somewhat  doubtful,  under  the  terms  of  the  cartel,  whether  I  am 
authorized  to  exchange  prisoners,  but  for  the  sake  of  humanity  I  will 
assume  the  responsibility 

If  you  will  forward  by  riag  of  truce  the  names  and  rank  of  the  officers 
captured,  and  the  number  and  regiment  and  company  of  the  rank  and 
tiie,  I  will  cause  the  exchange  to  be  made,  and  will  designate  the  south 
side  of  Wolf  River,  oi)posite  La  (Grange,  as  the  place  of  exchange. 

As  you  have  not  done  me  the  favor  <if  sending  a  roster  of  your  com- 
mand, nor  specified  what  you  understiiud  l>y  the  regular  troops  of  the 
C.  S.  Army,  it  may  happen  that  I  cauuot  give  the  preferences  which 
you  indicate,  first,  for  your  own  troops,  next,  for  the  officers  and  men  of 
C.  S.  Army. 

I  will,  however,  exchange  rank  for  rank  and  man  for  man,  excluding 
irregular  guerrillas,  who  have  no  coinniissions  and  show  no  authority. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


S.  A.  HUKLBUT, 

Miijitr-General. 


lli'.AUv'rAUTERs  C.v:\ip  Parole. 

A' .()■  .  1 //»/(//. w /.v.  .!/(/..  Januunj  1,  1SH4. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Comints.sitrii-Grui-nii  nf  I'ri'^n.irrs.  Wdshinijton,  D.  C.  : 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave  respei  i;nlly  to  state  that  the  clothing  of  the 
paroled  prisoners  of  war  who  aiiU'd  ti-om  i;ichmond,  Va.,  on  the  I'lith 
instant,  although  eomparatixily  new  liid  in  good  condition,  was  filled 
with  vermin  to  such  an  extenr  rh.ir  ir  was  ron^jilered  be>t  to  recloche 
the  men  entirely.     The  clorhin-  i  ikrn  tmn]  tliemeuhas  been  boxed  up. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION    AND    CONFEDERATE.        807 

and  1  respectfully  inquire  it'  it  c;iu  be  returned  to  Richmond,  V;i.  for 
the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  that  place. 

I  remain,  colonel,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant 

ADRIAN  H.   ROOT, 

Colonel  yinety-fourtk  Sew  York  Vols.,  (Jommandhuj  Camp  Parole. 


f)ALT(iN,  Jannar;/  1,  lS6-i. 
Hon.  James  A.  -Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

8iR:  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  in  relation  to  the  trial  of 
Captain  Gurley  by  the  nuhtary  authorities  of  the  United  States.  Licu- 
tenant-General  Hardee  had  written  to  Major-General  Grant  on  the 
subject  before  your  letter  was  received.  This  moiinuff  a  rei^ly  to 
Lieutenant  General  Hardee's  letter  was  received  from  Major-General 
Grant.* 

From  this  reply  I  suppose  that  Gn[)taiii  (rurley's  trial  has  been  ordered 
by  the  United  States  Goveriiiiient,  and  therefore  transmit  t>  you  the 
letter  in  question,  that  you  may  address  the  U.  S.  military  authorities 
on  the  subject. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,i.  E.  -lOHXSTOX, 

General. 


C0H"MBIA,  S.  C.  Jannary   1.  18^ /. 
[President  Davis:] 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  in  your  power  to  remove  or  greatly  mitig-ate  the 
growing  discontent  and  almost  universal  gloom  that  now  peis  adc  luir 
people  in  many  (nearly  all)  parts  of  the  country.  This  is  owing  to 
iutiuences  that  emanate  from  certain  [lersons  in  power  at  Richmond: 
most  especially  General  Winder.  He  is  universally  disliked,  ami  l)y 
many  detested.  Coming  t'rom  a  Stati;  that  has  no  sympathy  with  us, 
it  is  thought  strange  he  should  be  put  in  a  position  where  he  can  exert 
his  influence  for  so  much  evil.  His  syuqiathics  are  wholly  with  .Mar\-- 
landers.  He  grants  them  favors  denied  to  our  own  jieoplc:  allows  them 
to  cross  the  lines  at  pleasure.  In  addition,  he  is  rhaigcd  with  habicnal 
drunkenness,  accepting  bribes  for  [lassports  and  permission  to  bring 
li(|Uor  into  the  city.  He  has  greatly  [irejudiced  our  peo[>le  by  his  pro 
faulty  and  abuse  of  all  to  whom.  b>"  bribery  or  for  other  causes,  he  is 
not  made  partial.  The  people  are  weary  of  such  a  man  in  so  ]noMNneiit 
a  jiositiou.  It  is  in  your  powm'  to  give  a  Ijetter  man  to  the  olhre  whirli 
Winder  holds,  and  thereby  increase  the  affection  of  the  [leoule  f  a- 
yourself,  and  restore  their  (  oulidcnce  in  our  ultimate  success. 
With  much  respect. 

T.  (_).  STKVEXS. 

SEORf:TARY  OF  WaR:  I  know  nothing  of  the  writer,  ami  the  u-:iiit 
of  si)ecitication>  (le]iri\es  liis  allegiitions  of  ihnni  to  eonsaleration. 
unless  his  character  mav  entitle  his  statement  to  it. 

J.  D. 

-lANfAllT    15,   lS(;i. 

Xo.  1. — (ran  \iui  learu  who  and  what  is  this  .Mr.  Stevens' 

.I.A.  S. 
File  February  -';J,  18(14. 
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Ben.  S.  \V(jod,  surgeon,  0.  S.  Army,  relative  to  the  treatment  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Patton,  who  was  placed  in  close  confinement  with 
ball  and  chain  for  trying  to  escape.* 

[Indorsement  ] 

January  1,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
Colonel  Streight,  who  attempted  to  escape  some  nights  since,  is  now 
in  solitary  eontinement  in  irons.  The  same  course,  1  understand,  is  to 
be  pursued  in  future  oases.  IMaJor  White  attempted  an  escajie  some 
time  since,  but  was  only  confined  for  a  dny.  Shall  he  be  put  iu  irons, 
or  shall  I  notify  the  Federals  that  unless  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pattou  is 
released  White  will  be  ])ut  in  irons?  Is  it  entirely  clear  that  the 
Yankees  have  no  right  to  punish  a  party  for  attempting  to  escape? 
Please  return  the  paper. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington.  January  2,  1864. 
3Iajor-General  Butler: 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  and  myself  have  concluded  to  discharge 
of  the  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout  the  following  classes: 

First.  Those  who  will  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  proclamation 
of  December  8  and,  by  the  consent  of  General  Marstou,  will  enlist  in 
our  service. 

Second.  Those  who  will  take  the  oath  and  be  discharged  and  whose 
homes  lie  safely  within  our  military  lines. 

I  send  by  Jlr.  Hay  this  letter  and  a  blank  book  and  some  other 
blanks,  the  way  of  using  which  I  propose  for  him  to  explain  verbally 
better  than  I  c;in  in  writing. 
Yours,  verv  trulv. 

A.  LINCOL^^. 


Washington,  January  2,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  President  has  had  under  his  consideration  the  question  presented 
in  your  telegram  of  the  -!7th  ultimo,  regarding  the  enlistment  of  pris- 
oners, and  will  to-day  send  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Hay.  to  Point 
Lookout  with  a  letter  to  you.  and  also  instructions  to  General  Marstou. 
You  will  please  meet  hiiu  there,  if  convenient,  and  come  to  Washington 
fur  the  jiui-pose  of  explauatious  and  further  instructions. 

EDWIX  M.  STANT(JX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headijl'Arters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Xeir  Orleans,  January  2,  1864. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  extract  from 
the  Ti  i- Weekly  Telegr;ipli,  iloiiston,  Tex..  Friday,  November  •_'().  1,SG.3, 
being  a  letter  from  Robert  Ould.  < '..ufederate  agent  of  exchange,  to 

■  Wnuil-  litt.-r  not  Ibuiid. 
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Lieut.  Col.  N.  G.  Watts.  Mobile,  Ala.,  relatiug  to  the  return  to  duty  of 
tlie  Cuiit'ederate  prisoners  of  war  captured  and  paroled  at  Vicksburg 
and  Tort  Hudson.* 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  forward  an  order  of  Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Polk, 
dated  headquarters  Paroled  and  Exchanged  Prisoners,  Enterprise, 
^liss.,  November  20,  l.siiS.t  taken  from  the  Mobile  Daily  Advertiser  and 
Register  of  December  15,  1863,  relating  to  the  same  subject,  of  a  later 
(late  than  Mr.  Ould's  letter,  which  appears  to  limit  the  service  of 
prisoners  paroled  at  Port  Hudson  to  duty  in  paroled  camps  until 
exchanged. 

1  resiiectfully  reipiest  to  be  informed  whether  any  recognition  has 
been  made  by  our  Government  of  the  illegality  of  these  paroles.  It  is 
a  question  of  great  importance  in  this  department,  one  person  being 
already  under  sentence  of  death  by  the  provost  court  in  this  city  for 
being  found  in  arms  again>t  the  United  States  after  havnig  been 
paroled  at  Port  Hudson,  he  pleading  to  have  been  returned  to  duty  by 
virtue  of  orders  from  llichmond. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

y.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


r.  S.  Military  Prison, 
Ciimi>  Morton,  Iiulianapolin,  January  :.\  lS6-{. 
Col.  WiLLi.vrn  Huff:\[a.\, 

Cnmnii.snary-General  of  Prisoners,  Wanliintiton,  D.  C.  : 
1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  approval  duplicate  blank 
re(|uisitions,  which  1  trust  will  meet  with  your  favorable  consideration. 
t)wing  to  the  extreme  sudden  change  of  the  weather,  1  was  obliged  to 
obtain  and  distribute  the  clothing  specitied  in  the  inclosed  requisitions 
at  once,  in  order  to  pre\'eut  great  suiiering,  as  this  number  were 
entirely  destitute  of  the  articles  referred  to.  Trusting  my  action  in 
this  matter,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  may  be  approved,  I  am, 
^'erv  respecttullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,   Commanding. 


lUcHMOND,  Va.,  January  J.  ISSl. 
Col.  Pit).  OVLD,  (Jommissiomr  for  E.rvhange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you,  in 
respon>e  to  your  inquiry  of  Decemlter  '-'4,  1863,  in  regard  to  paroled 
auti  exchanged  prisoners  of  ditt'erent  commantls.  that  those  belonging 
to  organizations  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  should  be  at 
once  returned  to  them,  and  that  Missourians,  Arkansans,  or  Loui- 
siaiiians  should  be  sent  on  temporai'v  transfers  to  rompauies  from  their 
resiiective  States  serving  on  this  side. 

Exehanged  men  belonging  to  organizations  east  of  the  Missis8ipi)i 
River  which  are  broken  up  or  not  capable  of  assemblage  should  be 
formed  tcnqiorarily  into  companies  and  reported,  that  they  may  be 
assigned  to  some  active  dutv.     The  men  not    vet  exchanged  should 
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be  thrown  into  temporary  companies  for  such  service  as  may  not  con- 
flict witli  their  paroles,  and  reported. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ^       ^       V  g_  L.  CLAY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Brig.  den.  John  Echols,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  A.  .T.  Stevenson, 
sherilf  of  Mcholas  County,  uuder  the  bogus  Virginia  government.* 


January  2,  ISUi. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

My  own  conviction  in  this  cla^s  of  cases  is  clear  that  we  should  not 
be  (feterred  from  the  arrest  and  detention  of  domestic  traitors  because 
the  eueaiy  seizes  and  holds  one  or  more  of  our  citizens  as  hostages  for 
Such  parties.  It  is  true  that  it  is  hard  upon  the  hostages,  but  yet  it  is 
only  one  of  the  many  forms  of  sutieriug  which  the  cruelty  and  malignity 
of  our  foe  iuriict  upon  our  people.  Sluill  they  be  permitted  by  any 
resorts  to  interfere  with  our  rights  to  administer  criminal  justice  within 
our  own  limits  ? 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  <>/  Exchange. 

Colonel  Quid's  opinion  was  concurred  in  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
January  7,  LS(_i4. 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  January  4.  1S64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissaru-General  of  Prisoners  : 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  he  authorizes  the 
immediate  issue  on  General  Boyle's  order  of  such  clothing  as  is  imper- 
atively needed  to  prevent  suffering  amongst  jirisoners  of  war  at  Louis- 
ville without  waiting  for  your  formal  approval  of  the  requisitions, 
^'ery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  n.  S.  CAXBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutniit-Goieral. 


Washington,  D.  C.  January  -i.  /^W. 
General  Butler; 

The  Secretary  (if  War  directs  that  you  forward  as  soon  as  i)racticable 
copies  of  the  correspontlence  referred  to  in  the  following  resolution  of 
the  Hon.se  of  Representatives: 

/,'fv"?re<'.  That  it'ii'it  i;icijiu|iarilile  with  the  public  interest  all  coiuLiinnicatiou>  lu 
ri-l'ci-.'!iiT  t'l  tlii-  e\cliaiiL:e  ol  )>ri<ciiier3  uot  heretofore  published  be  cuiumuuicated  to 
this  House  by  r!i.'  -ecvetary  of  War. 

Acknowledue  receipt. 

E.  D.  TOW^'SEXD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

clter  uot  touud. 
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Office  (JoMMisyARv-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Wa.shington,  D.  C,  January  4,  1864. 
Brig.  Geu.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General:  Tbe  Secretary  of  War  ilireuts  that  yoa  turn  over  to  the 
officer  who  may  be  desij^iuired  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive 
tbem  such  of  the  prisouers  of  "'ar  at  Fort  Delaware  as  will  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  aud  enlist  into  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  A 
weekly  report  of  prisoners  so  tranferred  will  be  transmitted  to  this 
ofdee  for  the  information  of  the  War  Department, 
^'ery  resnectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Cnlotol    Thiril  Infantry  and   Commissary-Gmeyal  <>f  Prisoners. 
(Same  to  Briu'.  (Icn.  G.  ^farstoii.  Point  Lookout.  Md.,  and  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  \V.  Oiuie.  Camp  Douglas.  111.  ) 


IIdqrs.  Cavalry  (if  West  Tfc;.\>'.  and  Nouih  .Miss.. 

Panola,  January  4,  4>ij4. 
Ma].  Gcii.  S.  A.  IIt"RLBUT,  U.  S.  Army, 

('  iinnanil'nuj  Si.rfeeiitii  Arnii/   i'lirps,  Memplii>i.  Tcnn.: 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  recciiit  of  your  favor  of  31st 
ultimo,  and  respectfully  ibrward  you  herewith  a  list  of  Federal  prison- 
ers now  ill  my  camps;  have  telegraphed  to  Grenada  for  the  balame  to 
be  sent  to  my  headquarters  with  as  little  dela/  as  possible.  Will  for- 
ward a  list  of  tbem  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 

If  not  objectionable  to  ymirself  it  would  be  more  expeditious  aud 
less  fariguing  to  the  prisuners  now  iu  my  possession  to  make  the 
e:schange  aC  some  point  on  the  Mississippi  aud  Tennessee  Paihoad, 
say  at  lleruaudo  or  at  Farrar's,  ten  miles  south  of  Memphis;  also  that 
you  will  set  a  time  for  the  exchange  several  days  hence  in  order  that 
the  balance  of  the  prisoners  now  at  Grenada  may  be  exchanged  also. 

Geiirge^il.  Poljert.^on,  who  is  reported  in  your  list  of  otlicers  as  second 
lieutenant  Company  E,  3IcL)(uiakrs  battalion,  is  not  and  never  was  an 
orticer.  He  is  a  private,  a  deserter  and  a  thief.  In  order  to  get  him 
will  give  a  man  for  him.  He  has  represented  himself  falsely,  as  also 
have  others  on  the  same  list  bclunuing  to  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 
They  Were  men  sent  out  to  garher  up  absentees  from  the  army  and 
from  their  couimands.  but  ne\er  were  commissioned  officers. 

I  resi)ectfully  inclose  list*  of  those  desired  in  exchange  for  your  pris- 
oners now  in  my  camp.  The  balance  I  have  will  more  than  cover  your 
entire  list  of  privates.  Am  willing,  however,  when  they  arrive  for 
e\<-hange  to  turn  you  over  any  excess,  with  tlie  understanding  and 
assurance  that  you  will  release  and  send  to  me  an  e(iual  number  of  my 
men  when  captured. 

I  am.  general,  v^-rv  respei/ttullv,  \iiur  obedient  >ervant, 

N.   P.   FUlIPFST, 
Majiir-i_r'  ncral.  CoinnianiUiia. 


Office  Commiss  m;^  aiENERAL  DF  Prisc»-ers, 

Wasiiinijtiin.  J).  (.'.,  January   I.  l^'ii. 
Brig.  Gen.  ^^'.  A\'.  (  ir>ie.  Cnindii.  ('amp  Dour/las,  Chicago,  lU.: 

General:   I  Iiu\(i  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  .inth  ultimo,  reporting  the  condition  of  prisoners  of  war  at 
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Camp  Douglas,  with  accompanying  papers.  It  appears  from  these 
papers  that  tlie  rations  usually  issued  to  prisoners  have  habitually 
I'allcQ  short  ia  weight,  particularly  iu  beef  and  bacon,  and  that  some 
of  the  articles  are  of  an  inferior  quality.  I  liave  therefore  to  request 
that  you  will  have  the  whole  matter  of  rations  thoroughly  iu  vestigated, 
to  ascertain  how  far  and  in  what  articles  the  provisions  furnished  have 
been  inferior  in  quality  to  what  is  required  by  the  contract;  to  what 
extent  and  in  what  articles  the  issues  have  been  short  in  the  number 
of  rations  and  the  weight  of  the  articles,  and  to  whose  gain  these 
deficiencies  in  quality  and  quantity  inured.  Please  report  through 
tliis  office  (as  soon]  as  piacticable'.  for  the  information  of  the  \\'ar 
Department. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel    Third  InUditry  and   Cnmmiasdnj-denerul  of  Prisoners. 

Office  C(jMMis:sAKi  t  iENEE.vL  of  Prisoners, 

]Va.ihinyton,  D.  C,  Junitary  4,  J^ij'4. 
Col.  A.  K.  EooT,  Comdg.  Camp  Pande,  Annapolis,  2Id.: 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  1st  instant  in  rela- 
tion to  prisoners  arriving  from  Pichmond,  Va.,  1  am  directed  by  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  to  request  that  you  have  the  clothing 
you  referred  to  cleaned. 

Very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

\Y.  T.  HAETZ, 
Captain   iind  Assistant  Adjutant- (ieneral. 


Eed  Pivek  Landing,  La..  January  4,  1^64. 
Maj.  William  M.  Levy,  C.  S.  Army,  Cominissioner,  dx.: 

Sir:  As  commissioner  on  the  part  of  MajnrGeneral  Banks,  TJ.  S. 
Army,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  am  authorized  to  offer,  anil  do 
hereby  offer,  to  -Major-General  Taylor.  C.  S.  Army,  to  deliver  to  him, 
upon  the  same  terms  as  tliose  agreed  upon  in  the  cartel  this  day  exe- 
cuted by  us,*  all  the  prisoners  recently  captured  by  tlie  L".  S.  forces  in 
Texas,  provided  Major-General  Taylor  will  procure  the  delivery  to 
Major-General  Banks  of  the  prisoners  captured  from  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  at  Galveston,  Sabine  Pass,  and  other  points  in  Texas. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfullv.  \'e.. 

CHARLES  C.  DWIGHT. 
Colonel   li-JOth   Xen-    Ynrk    Volnntccrs,  Commissioner,  dr. 

Red  Puei;   Laxdinu.  La..  -Uinnary  i,  1SG4. 
Col.  Charles  C.  Dwieur. 

Liji-ith  Xeir  York  Vnlanirirs.  I/.  ."<.  Arniy,  Connnissioner,  d:c. : 
SiR:  In  reply  to  your  noti'  of  this  dare,  (iffering  ou  behalf  ot  ilajor- 
General  Banks,  U.  S.  Arni\ .  to  delncr  to  Maj.ir-(reneral  Taylor,  C.  S. 
Army,  upon  the  same  terms  ,is  tliose  agreed  uimui  iu  the  cartel  this  day 
executed  by  us,  all  the  priMiners  recently  i-aptured  by  the  C  S.  forces 
in  Texas  provided  Major  i  I'lier.il  Taylor  will  procure  the  delivery  to 
Major-General  Banks  of  the  pr;si,ners  captured  from  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  at  (Jalveston.  S.iiiine  Pass,  and  other  points.  I  have  to 
state  that   I  am  not  authni-i/rd    rn  make  any  arrangements    for   the 

■>,..,■!,,  517. 
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exchange  or  delivery  of  prisoners  captured  by  any  other  cominand  than 
that  of  MajorGeneral  Taylor. 

Efforts  are  now  beincf  made  by  Major-Geaeral  Taylor  to  accomplish 
the  object  which  you  desire  in  this  matter.  I  will  communicate  your 
otter  to  Major-General  Taylor  and  advise  you  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment  of  the  result  of  these  efforts. 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.   LEVY, 
Major  and  Comminsioner 
In  hthalf  of  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  S.  Armi/. 


Red  River  Landing,  La..  January  /,  1S64. 
Col.  Charles  C.  D^YIr;^T. 

innih  Xca-  York  Volunteers,  I'.  S.  Army,  Commissioner,  li-c: 
Colonel:  1  am  iustructed  by  Major-General  Taylor,  C.  8.  Army, 
commanding  District  of  Western  Lmiisiana,  to  call  jour  attention,  and 
through  you  that  of  Major-General  lianks,  to  the  arrest  and  detention 
of  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  liDlding  no  military  i)osition  and 
in  no  nuinner  connected  with  the  army.  The  assurances  of  ^Major- 
General  Banks  in  correspondence  heretotbre  had  with  him  of  his  indis- 
position to  hold  as  prisoners  private  citizens  induces  me  with  the 
greater  confidence  to  refer  to  cases  of  this  character  with  the  hope 
that  individuals  tlius  held  may  be  released.  Among  those  who  are 
detained  I  would  cite  Judge  A.  Voorhies,  of  Saint  ^lartin's  Parish;  Mr. 
.J.  G.  Pratt,  of  Saint  Landry,  and  'Sir.  D.  (.)'Brien,  of  Vcruulion.  All 
of  these  gentlenen  aie  private  citizens  wholly  disconnected  with  the 
army.  Judge  \'oorhies  is  an  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Louisiana,  elected  in  IS.jO,  and  has  never  been  in  the  army,  but  has 
confined  him  self  to  his  judicial  duties.  Mr.  Pratt  was  tbnnerly  brigadier- 
general  of  the  State  militia,  but  for  nearly  a  year  has  been  disconnected 
with  that  position,  and  long  since  vacated  his  c  anmission.  For  many 
months  previous  to  his  arrest  he  had  resided  (piictly  at  his  plantation 
in  Saint  Landry,  and  at  the  time  of  capture  was  at;  home  not  expect- 
ing to  be  interfered  with,  as  he  was  clearly  a  non-combatant.  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  never  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 
Major-General  Taylor  instructs  me  to  state  that  he  sincerely  desires 
there  may  be  a  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  making  ari'ests  of  this 
character  and  detaining  in  custody  private  citizens,  iioii-combatauts, 
whom  he  does  not  regard  as  proper  subiects  for  capture  as  jirisoiicrs  of 
war.  and  would  be  ghul  to  accede  to  some  arrangements  which  would 
deiinitcly  settle  a  iiolicy  in  this  district  putting  a  stop  thereto. 

I  am,  1  olonel.  \  erv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  :M.  LEVY, 
Major  and   fomiuissiom  i- 
1,1    hrhal/  o/    \laji,r-(i',i,rral    Ta ylor.  C .  S.  A  i  ,u y. 


(' \yToy.  Januari/    i.  l^Hi. 
Lieutenant-Geueral   L'^lk,  ('(•nniianiliiiii.  Ac.: 

Just  received  the  following  telegram  from  General  Forrest  at  Coino, 
via  Senatobia.  ^liss. : 

.Si'iul  li.icktlif  Fi'iliTal  pri-niier>  if  tlie\  liav.-  reaclinl  (  aiit.ni  underCaptaiii  Good- 
win. [  lia\-e  ftt'i-i'teil  an  exclian-e  with  (.Bin-ral  ilnrlinit  at  Memiilii--  for  mir  truoi'^. 
An-wi-r  inimeiUately. 

W.   W.  LORING, 

Major-drui  ral. 


814  PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,  ETC. 

iJOBlLE.  January  4,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  : 

Please  direct  the  Federal  prisoners  captured  by  General  Forrest  to 
be  retained  at  ileridian  till  his  arrival. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Major- General. 


Headmuaetees  Disteict  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Alexandria,  La.,  January   '>,  1S04. 
^la].  Gen.  VV.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding   U.  iS.  Forces  in   West  Louisiana: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  -d  instant,  with  the  copy  of  the  disi)atch  of  Major- 
General  Banks  to  you  of  the  19th  ultimo. 

The  sentiments  expressed  by  MaJorGcneral  Banks  with  regard  to 
the  exemption  of  civilians  withiu  the  ciirle  of  military  operatiosis  from 
disturbance  or  arrest  I  need  hardly  say  meet  my  cordial  approval. 
They  have  satisfied  me  of  the  sincere  desire  entertained  by  Major- 
General  Banks  to  put  an  eud  to  arrests  of  non-combatants  in  the  dis- 
trict of  country  over  which  he  exercises  military  control,  and  acting 
under  that  conviction  1  have  released  Mr.  W.  'M.  Gat(/heli,  the  lleraUl 
correspondent,  and  send  him  down  to  you  with  this  comnumication. 
I  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  lor  the  future  the  arrest 
or  detention  by  the  troops  anilermy  command  of  persons  not  connected 
with  the  Army  or  Xavy  of  the  United  States,  nor  engaged  in  giving 
them  assistance  in  military  movements,  and  shall  contidcntly  anticipate 
the  adoptiou  of  similar  measures  by  Major-General  ]'>anks.  1  shall 
also  cause  it  to  be  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  those  [lortions  of  the 
State  which  may  be  subject  to  invasion  that  in  case  of  invasion  they 
can  safely  remain  at  their  homes  without  the  fear  of  disturbance  in  the 
peaceful  pursuit  of  their  avocations. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  movement  on  Brasheav  City  were 
several  who  claimed  to  be  civilians.  They  have  been  sent  to  Texas.  I 
shall  direct  an  in(iniry  to  be  made  into  their  condition  and  have  them 
released  if  their  representations  jirove  correct. 

I  have  no  doaht  my  cnmniissioner.  MaJ.  W.  M.  Levy,  now  in  confer- 
ence at  Eed  Ki\-er  Landing  witli  tlic  ciinunissioiier  appointed  by  .Major- 
General  Jianks,  will  be  able  to  form  with  that  otUcer  a  conventiou  for 
the  general  exchange  and  delivery  of  prisoners  of  war  which  will  lie 
satisfactory  to  butli  jiarties. 

The  case  (if  ^Ir.  John  (i.  Pratt,  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Landry,  has 
been  misapprehended  by  ]\Lijor(  Irncral  lUioks.  ^Ir.  I'ratt  at  tiic  tune 
of  the  fall  of  the  city  of  Xew  Orleans  was  a  1):  igailiergeiicral  of  militia 
in  the  service  of  the  State  and  so  continued  uui  il  the  repeal  by  the  leg- 
islature at  it-;  last  session  of  the  militia  law  under  which  he  held  his 
commission.  Mr.  Pratt  h:i.>  never  held  any  otherconiniissiou  than  that 
of  brigadier  (if  militia,  -whii  h  u  as  vat  ated  at  the  time  I  have  nientioiied, 
an(l  has  never  been  engaged  in  the  (U'uanization  of  military  lurces  for 
the  <-'.  S.  Army. 

About  eiulitecn  months  since  a  caiiii*  in  the  vicinity  of  Xew  Iberia 
which  had  been  used  as  a  cain]!  for  a  small  body  of  militia,  iuid  which 
bore  his  name,  was  taken  by  me  as  a  camp  of  instruction  t'or  corseripts. 
but  ^Ir.  Pratt  has  never  exercised  any  authoritv.  m.litary  or  otherwise, 
over  or  in  connection  with  tli.(t  >  .imp  >iiii  e  tliO  d;i.v  it  was  >o  appropri- 
at(,-d.      I  trust  that  tliis  exiilan.itioii  will  be>nfticient  toeiuninee  .Major- 
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General  Banks  that  Mr.  Pratt,  in  accordance  with  the  liberal  views  he 
ha.s  expressed  relative  to  non-combatants,  is  entitled  to  be  released  and 
that  he  will  be  jiermitted  to  return  to  his  home. 
Verv  resnectt'ullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  TAYLOR, 
Major-Generfil,  Commanillnrf   District  of  Western  Louisiana. 


Offu'e  CijMT^rrss  \.ry-General  of  Prisoners, 

\\'ashi)>fitoti,  D.  C,  Jiinuarif  .'i,  1S64. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  PlERSON, 

Cnmitutmlin'i   prpof   Prisoners  <ir    War.  Sonihisk}/.  Ohio  : 
Colonel:  The  follnwiu.u'  is  a  co[)yof  a  tele.t^rani  which  I  sent  you: 

\\'.\>HINi.ToN,  I>.  C,  Jnniiin-;i  ■■,  1^C4. 
Lieut.  L'oL  W.  S.  PlERSON, 

Coinmuiiding  De"jt  ['i-i':niiein   of   H'lir.  Saiuhiskti,  (Ihio  : 
Diviile  the    otticer3  prUoU'-vs  •■C\r;r   into  )i.artics  nf  oOO,  takiaL;   ;i    pniportioiial 
iiumlier  I'mni  each  si'-i'lf  ^in'l  "'laki-  ilnplii'ato  p.irole-mlN,  imt  -iuneil.  of  t-a.  h  jiarty, 
without (k'lav.      Wheu  will  the  lii'st  -et  i>i  rolN  be  PDiupleted? 

W.  [lOn'MAX. 
''ommi<>'arii-''"'»eral  of  I')iioner>i. 

The  division  of  tbr  ]nisoiiers  of  war  into  parties  ami  pieparing  rolls 
of  tbeui  is  with  a  ^•i(;•w  ro  rraiisfeiriiiij  tlieiu  South,  and  wliile  yiui  are 
making  up  tlie  injls  vdu  will  at  tlie  same  time  make  all  necessary 
arrinmeniL'Uts  tur  the  iuo\  I'lueuts  iu  parties  of  ."lOO,  of  proljably  an 
interval  of  foity-eiulit  hmus  betweeu  them.  The  trausp()i-tati(jn  will 
be  pr(.)vided  for  in  this  city,  and  you  will  only  have  to  -attend  to  ^^ettiug 
the  parties  and  their  baugage  tV(un  the  island  to  the  ears.  Tlieir  bag- 
gage should  be  taken  over  before  they  letive,  and  yon  shuuld  have  large 
sleiglis  pieijared.  two  tngether,  with  a  platform  to  carry  over  the  sick 
and  feeble.  Tliey  will  take  with  them  cooked  rations  for  the  Jnurney 
of  perhaps  two  days.  Each  paity  will  be  accompanied  witli  ti  gii.ird  of 
one  comiiany  made  up  to  lUO  men.  Select  tlie  most  eiti(Meut  and  relia- 
ble captains  in  your  ciuumaiid.  The  guanl  of  tlie  tirst  deracliinent  will 
probably  return  before  the  third  detachment  leaves,  (nstruc't  the 
oiiicer  in  charge  not  to  allow  tlie  prisoners  to  leave  the  cars,  or  to  have 
comnniuication  with  anyone  by  the  way.  He  will  take  a  receipt  for  all 
prisoners  delivered,  aitd  will  account  tor  by  name  all  who  niay  not  be 
delivered.  The  direction  in  uhich  the  inovemeiit  is  to  be  accninlished 
and  the  time  of  starting  will  lie  indicated  to  you  wiien  all  needful 
preparations  are  completed. 

Verv  res[iectfullv.  \oui'  ohedieiir  servtint. 

W.  IIUITMAX. 
Colonel    Third    r,ifn,ifni   o,nl    (■..minlsso  ru-t  leio  rol   ,,,'■/',■.  v,oi- ;■-■. 


He  vD'.'T"  vRtERs  DEPART^n-'.xr  .u    I'lir;  Monc)M>\iiela. 

L'itt~lii'r,i,  I'll.,  .hnintni   '/,   /w//. 

Col.  \V.  Hoffman. 

('oinuiissonj-Geni  ral  <./'  Prlsniii  r>:.   ]Viis!i liKjtoii,  T>.  <_'.: 

(^'OLONEL:  I  infer  from  your  lctri-r"i'  t!ii»  17th  that  there  is  no  imme- 

diati'  ]uo>|i('et  of  the  pi  isonei  s  ..f  wai  beiiiu  removed  fi  om  the  Western 

I'ciiitentiary  in    Allegheny.      If  this    >iiniii~e   i>    conecr    1   hopi'  some 

instfui-tions  nia\-  be  sent    in    le^aid   to    the;r   coiiiini'inent.     Un   their 
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arrival  here  they  were  put  two  iu  a  cell  of  about  eight  by  twelve  feet, 
and  the  privilege  was  giveu  for  exercise  in  the  prison  yard  of  two  hours 
in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  afteruoon,  the  prisoners  giving  their 
verbal  parole  of  honor  not  to  attempt  to  escape  or  take  advantage  of 
the  privilege  granted.  This  parole  was  violated  by  two  of  the  number, 
who  were  caught  making  an  attempt  to  escape,  and  the  privileges  to  all 
canceled  and  tLie  prisoners  kept  in  close  confinement.  Now  they  are 
allowed  exercise  in  the  open  air  at  irregular  intervals  and  according  to 
the  weather.  The  officer  in  charge  reports  that  the  confinement  appears 
to  have  a  very  injurious  effect  on  their  health.  There  are  no  vacant 
cells,  so  that  if  it  were  desirable  to  separate  them  and  put  them  singly 
in  cells  it  is  impossible.  When  they  have  exercise  now  it  is  under  the 
supervision  of  sentinels  from  the  provost  guard,  iu  which  little  depend- 
ence can  be  placed. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  H.  BROOKS, 

Major-Gen&yiii. 


Headquarters;  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mci>i2)his.  Tenn.,  Januari/  n,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  X.  B.  Forrest.  C.  S.  Army. 

Comdy.  Cavalry  Xorth  Mississippi,  and  West  Tennessee: 
Sir:  I  will  deliver  the  equivalent  of  prisoners  in  your  hands  at  Her- 
nando on  Tliursday,  the  15th  day  of  .January  instant,  if  the  full  num- 
ber is  at  that  time  in  my  control.  If  not,  my  exchanging  orticer  will  be 
authorized  to  receii)t  fir  the  excess,  to  be  returned  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. I  shall  expect  the  same  from  you.  KoUs  of  prisoners  will  be 
made  in  triplicate. 

1  shall  feel  it  an  obligation  if  you  will  cause  a  list  of  prisoners  to  be 
forwarded  to  ine  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

I  have  the  houdr  of  recommending  to  you  that  some  evidence  of  rank 
and  commission  he  furnished  to  Confederate  officers,  to  prevent  their 
imposing,  as  iu  the  case  of  liobertson,  of  whom  you  speak  in  your 
letter. 

I  send  herewith  a  letter  in  relation  to  the  estate  of  Mrs.  J.  K.  Polk, 
which    I    have    already    brought   to   the    notice   of   Brigadier-General 
Chalmers,  and  whicli  I  desire  may  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  officer. 
Verv  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HU'ELBUT, 
}[ajor- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


New  O-R-LKsy^,  \^x..  ■Tannuni  7.  l^i>l. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Sxo.ne.  Cliief  of  Staff,  d'c. ; 

(Iknekal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  December  ol  ultimo.  I  left 
this  city  on  the  1st  in>tant.  reached  the  mouth  of  Red  River  on  the 
evening  of  the  I'd  instant,  and  met  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of 
'S\a'}.  Gen.  R.  Taylor  at  l!cd  i;i\-fr  Lauding  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
instant.  After  an  exhibition  to  each  other  of  our  resi)ective  creden- 
tials, we  proceeded  to  confer  upon  the  subject  of  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, ami  a  short  coid'ereuii'  ic^ulreil  in  the  execution  by  myself  and 
Maj.  William  M.  Levy,  the  coimuissioner  on  the  part  of  Major-(Teneral 
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Taylor,  of  tlie  cartel,  in  duplicate,  one  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  present  herewith,  and  which  will  be  .seen  to  embrace  all  the  prisoners 
heretofore  captured,  respectively,  by  and  from  the  commands  of  ^fajor- 
General  Banks  and  Major*  ieneral  Taylor.  .Some  discussion  was  iia<l 
in  reference  to  a  f;eneral  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  all  iirisnners  here- 
after to  be  captured  by  and  from  the  same  comniands,  but  thereupon 
immediately  arose  the  ([uestion  of  the  exchanjie  of  the  olVicers  and  men 
of  tiic  iiearro  orsanizatlous,  when  Major  Levy  informed  me  that  his 
instiuctions  positively  forbade  hiiu  to  make  any  agreement  which 
should  in  any  nuinner  include  the  ineudjers  ol'  sncli  orsani/.atious,  and 
1  informed  him  that  my  instructions  ei|naliy  forbade  me  to  make  any 
aureement  which  should  in  any  manner  i'\cliidc  or  iliscrimiiiate  against 
thi'iii.  It  was  therefore  apparent  that  no  agiecmeni  for  the  exchange, 
of  future  captures  could  be  matle  by  us. 

Major  Levy  declared  that  the  cartel  whi<-U  was  exeeiited  liy  us  did 
not  violate  his  instructions  above  mentioned,  for  the  i<'asou  that  tlen- 
eial  Taylor  liad  not,  up  to  tiiat  time,  taki-n  any  prisoners  of  the  organi- 
zations leferred  to. 

.Vecompanymg  the  <'artel,  inclosed  with  this,  will  be  found  a  corre- 
spondence between  Major  Le\'y  and  myself  upon  ilie  ^nbjcct  of  a  jiro- 
posed  exchange  ot  prisoners  captured  by  and  liom  t  he  (  icnmamls  of 
.Major  (b'ueial  Banks  in  Texas;  also  a  letter  tiom  Maior  Levy,  doiuned 
to  call  the  attention  of  Major  ( ieneral  I'.aiiks  to  the  matier  of  the  cap- 
ture of  iioii-c(jmbatants.  and  especiall\-  to  the  cases  of  Messrs.  I'ratt. 
\  oorhies,  and  OT'.rieii,  claimed  to  be  non-combatant  residi-nts  within 
the  lines  of  the  Confederate  .Vrmy,  lately  taken  prisoners  by  the  forces 
of  .Major-ireneral  Hanks." 

Having  comideted  the  business  of  my  mission,  I  leit  ihe  mouth  of 
iU'd  Iliver  on  the  otli  instant  ami  arii\<-d  in  rhis  city  on  the  e\-eiiing  of 
the  lith, 

1  am,  general,  \  er\    . cspect riillv,  yoiir  obedieiil  servant, 

■riiAi;Li;.->  r.  dwk.iit. 

fnlniirl     I'.nth     Xrir     Varl:    V„hnitvrrs.    lu,n,ins;sio,l,-,\  dr. 


Cut,  I    /;,,■   Ihri'.rrhitlliir  nl'   nrlsn,irrs-   r,l  jif  „  rr'l .  i-c>ijli'rtir,'hl.n;,,il    tllr  mm- 

imniiUof  Ml',.  (,,n^  X.'r'.  l:'nil.s.   I'.  ,v.  Ar„ni.,t„,l  Ma/,  d-ii.  I:.  Tni/lor, 


('.   S  Anmi.  ,i,nl    '■„; 
hrhl  In/  tith,,-  ,;/■  th, 


■V  „r   th, 


't  V 


1;eii  Kp.ei;   I,  vxhim;,  1. a.,  ■/"((((('/•)/  i.J^hi. 

The  uiideisigned  coiMiiii--->ioneis,  appointed,  n--pecri\-el\-,  by  Mai,(;en. 
N.  1'.  Hank-,  i.  S.  Arni>,  and  Mai.  •^ei,,  I;.  Taylor,  C  S.  Army,  for  the 
purpose  of  anaiigiiiL;-  and  a-rcemg  m-on  a  cairc!  for  exchange  of  i)ris. 
oners  of  war  bejonuing  to  f he  abovc  iiienrioiicil  conimamls,  do  liereby 
auree  upon  the  t'ollowin,  articles,  \i-: 

[.  The  oflii-cis  and  .-idi-rcd    i wlio  have  hcrefof  .re  !  iccu  ca]itured, 

respectively,  by  ami  from  Mie  conimauiU  ot  Mai,  i.en.  N-  1'-  liank-, 
('.  S.  Arm;,,  aiid  Maj,  <'ieii.  b',  fa,  lor.  < '.  .'^.  Army,  in  \\'e-rern  l,oni-i 
ana,  w  e-t  of  tlii'  Mi->issi'i.a  jliv  ,-r,  shall  !"■  evi-liaimcd.  oilicer  f  u'  ol1i<'er, 
accorilmg  to  rlieir  -evera!  coire-iioiuliiu  ,,iades  in  -cr\  ice,  ami  en  1 1 -fed 
nuiii  foi- eiili-ted  auin,  .IS  tar  a-  the  oiia-crs  and  enlisted  men  held  by 
Major  (b-ncral  iJaiiks  and  M  ajoi  ( b-neral  Ta,\h'i  will  enable  such 
exchange  per  capita  to  he  made. 


<Ki;iKs  11 
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II.  The  excess  of  officers  and  enlisted  men,  prisoners  of  war,  belong- 
ing to  either  of  t\nt  coinuuiuds  above  mentioned,  shall  be  delivered  on 
parole  not  to  bear  arms  or  render  any  military  service  until  regularly 
exchanged.  uu<ler  the  terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
their  friends  at  the  places  herein  selected,  though  said  prisoners  shall 
not  be  released  from  their  paroles  until  regularly  exchanged:  and,  in 
the  event  of  the  paroles  of  such  prisoners  not  being  recognized  by  their 
respective  Governments,  riiey  shall  be  returned  by  Maj.  Gen.  X.  P. 
Banks,  I'.  S.  Army,  or  .Alaj.'fTeii.  R.  Taylor.  C.  S.  Army,  as  the  said 
excess  may  have  been  delivered  to  one  or  the  Dther  of  them. 

III.  This  cartel  is  intended  to  c-inbrace  all  the  prisoners  heretofore 
captured  in  Western  Louisiana  by  the  forces  of  ^laj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor, 
C.  S.  Army,  from  the  coiumand  of  .Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  and  those 
cajjtured  by  the  forces  of  IMajor-General  Banks  from  the  command  of 
Major-Geueral  Ta>lor,  at  any  points  in  Western  Louisiana,  not  hereto- 
fore exchanged  or  deli\-cred  on  parole,  including  those  captured  at  and 
near  Fort  Butler,  La.,  in  .June,  b~^c,;3. 

IV.  List  iif  the  prisoners  hi-rein  embraced,  who  have  been  heretofore 
captured  by  either  uf  tlje  commands  above  mentioned,  and  whose 
exchange  and  (leli\  cry  is  herein  [)rovided  tor.  shall  be  furnished  respec- 
tively to  each  other  by  MaJor-(ieneral  Banks  and  -Major-General  Tay- 
lor: and  in  the  exchange  and  delivery  of  said  prisojiers  any  misnomers 
or  failure  to  deliver  according  to  said  lists  on  account  of  death  or  escape 
of  the  prisoners  shall  be  competed  at  the  time  of  delivery  by  the  otticers 
charged  with  the  delivery,  the  spirit  of  the  cartel  not  to  be  vitiated  by 
any  discri^pancies  or  eir(irs  in  su(di  lists  which  maybe  fairly  explained. 

^^  The  [loiiit  oi'dclivery  of  the  prisoners  to  be  exchanged  and  i)aroled 
shall  be  the  Red  Uiver  Landinu',  near  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  in 
the  ]>arish  of  Puintc  Couiice:  but,  upoiidue  notification  of  a  desire  to 
<'haiige  th(i  snine  li>-  either  of  these  commissioners,  some  other  point 
may  be  sele(;teil  liy  them. 

^"L  If  prisoners  belonging  to  the  command  of  'Sh\\.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks, 
heretofore  captun-d  by  other  forces  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, Confederate  .-states  of  Aujerica.  than  those  of  Major-General 
Taylor,  or  prisoners  on  parole  within  the  district  of  Major-General  Tay- 
lor, can,  with  the  (,'onsent  of  the  authorities  having  control  of  the  same, 
be  included  in  the  terms  of  tliis  cartel,  ilue  notice  thereof  shall  be  given 
by  Major-General  Banks  and  Maior-(Teneral  Taylor  to  each  other,  with 
a  view  to  embracing  them  in  the  tiTms  hereof. 

VII.  Col.  Charles  <.".  Dwight,  ( )ni-  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York 
Volunteers,  L'.  S.  Army,  commissioner  on  behalf  of  Maj.  (ren.  N.  P. 
Banks.  L'.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  under 
autiiority  vested  in  him  by  ^laj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  does 
hereby,  in  behalf  ot'  Mai.  Geu.  X.  L'.  Banks,  commanding  Department 
of  the  (liilt,  ratifs'  ami  appr<'\-e  the  (b'livery  of  the  excess  of  paroled 
prisoiMi^  liy  Mill.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Maj.  Gen.  William  B. 
r'ranklin.  b.  S.  Arni\".  under  the  agreement  entered  into  between  (;'ol. 
E.  L.  AbiJineux  and  Maj.  W.  31.  Levy,  comnussioners  for  exchange  on 
bi-halt  of  M;i|or-lb.-neral  I'r.inklin  and  3Iaior-(  General  Taylor,  respcc- 
ti\ely.  and  aiMnove^  ami  ratirtes  the  t(M'ms  and  conditions  of  said 
agreement. 

\'ni.  The  prisoiun-s  in  excess,  who  may  be  delivereil  on  jjarole  as 
hereinbefore  mentioueil.  shall  not  be  included  in  any  cartel  which  may 
be  entered  into  on  lielmlf  of  the  I'liited  States  and  Confederate  States 
without  due  uotihcation  and  the  iou>ent  of  Ma|or-General  Ban.ks  and 
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Major-lieneral  Taylor,  a.s  the  e.xces.s  may  1>e  in  t;i\ur  nt'  rlie  one  or  the, 
otlier. 

K.vei-iited  ill  ilnplicate. 

CliAiJI.K.S  (  .    DWK.llT. 

Cnh.iirl    Iniith    \,ir     V(iri.     \'oi  :ni  l<  r  f, .   Cni,  „n  s.s :  ,.„  rr .  ,[r.. 

Oil  thr  imrt  ii/'  M'ljnr  ii,':irr,il    /wr,.A.v.   I'.  S     [  riti n 
WILL.    M.    \.V.\\. 

\l,ll„,.    C.    S.       \rn,:l.    <;,,„nn,.s,nl,r,.    ,1-,,, 
/,(   hrhii/r  ,./    1/,-,.    <;ri,.    l:.    r„iil,,r.   C   S.  Anmi. 


<  ''ilj   Mill  s.  I  MlK  '.  ■Iiniinini  7.  l^'Hi. 
<'ol.   ^V.   HDFF^tAX. 

Cniiniiissiiiii-C,  iirrnl   nl'    I'riMiiiir^.    W'isliiiKjt.m.    P.   I'.: 

Coi.o.xEL  :  I  have  tin-  lioiior  to  i-r|M>rr  rli.it  I  have  made  a  rhoroiiuh 
iuspertioii  ot  (/aiiiji  (.'ha^f.  neai-  rhi^  {ilan^.  ami  .it  r'at-  i|iiarters  (HTii]ik-(l 
liy  jiri^oiiers  ol'  war  in  the  (Jolnmbiis  penitential}.  At  l^'arnji  Cha.se  I 
t'lMinii  the  saiiirar\' (•"lelit'oii  ni'  thi'  liiisom-r^' 'luarteis  and  lio^iiifal 
i|iute  .--ati.startoi  \',  and  tin- (mis'  leeoninM-ailation  t'l  L>o  ni.ide,  a  inoi'c 
iii-e  use  (it'  lime  m  w  In teu-a^aiiiu  t he  inri-rii a- ,ii  tie,  -i-\eral  I'nildin.u'-;. 
The  i|narfe!S  ot  tin'  ^iiard  WfVf  not  in  a>  >at  ;-t'.n  i.ny  lomiition.  >nlh- 
laelit  i-ari'  not  hi-ili-'  tal<ell  to  keep  tin-  i|iialt(a-^  rlean  and  rh"  ;^-uard.s 
pnlircd.  Till-  wa^  e-pcrially  the  r.i-i-  with  till-  'inarri-rs  >>!'  ihr  liiuiitv- 
rii;1itli  Oliii)  \"iihi!:ti'ei->.  In  tiie  ipiairi-r-  of  tiiis  ri'L;iii:fnt  Miuhty- 
r!-]ifh  lUiiii  \'nhinrc.-i--  1  tunad  fhar  ti.nr  easr-  ..t  x.inMlniil  had 
iccfiifly  (iccuried.  the  ]a>r  ra-e  on  tlie  muriiin^-  .it  my\i-it.  L'hese 
ra-e>  had  I'een  repnrted  tVom  the  re^inii.Mif  to  the'  po-t  -nrueon  Aetm^' 
A->>r.inr  .-^ni  '.^eou  .\!i  l-'addeii.  Imt  thi-  hitter  oftirrr  iael  r.iki-n  no  >rep.s 
to  repiirt  ihe  tact  to  the  eummamlant  <•(  the  po--t.  ( 'nhnad  \\'ailaee, 
wlnmi  I  toiind  Ui  lie  entirel\"  iuinirant  ni'  the  e\i>tenee  nt  tia'  di^ea.-e  at 
the  po~t.  \\  irh  the  I'veeptinii  "t  renM.\"iiu'  rile  patieiit.s  :'.  hen  attai-ked 
to  ihe  ueneial  huvpical.  and  '.aeeiiiarinu  a  tew  nt'  rlie  niemluM's  uf  the 
reuimeiit.  lei  mea-nre>  had  1m-. ai  r  iken  t.'  jTin'enr  rla-  -pr.Miliii-'  nt  the 
di>ea>e.  On  eallinu  Iio.tor  .M.  FinM-:  lo  aee.mnr  turl;;,  neu],-er  at 
dnt.W  Ik-  .-imply  -'are.l  ihat  he  wa-  mn  a\\are  rhar  it  um~  hi-  dat\-  to 
iiiitily  riie  eommaniliHL;  nlileer  .a  rhe  e\i.-renee  ..['  rh.'  ili-na-;.'.  |  unna'- 
iliately  i--neil  an  .inler.  throiiuh  tlii'  e.nnmandaiir  .a'  rh.'  pi.i-t,  t..r  tin; 
]inrrh.i-e  III'  a  -nt'lieiriir  -appiy  ..t'  \M.ii!,,-  marter  it  i.nt  r.i  lie  .ilit.iined 
I'ldin  'lie  mediial  depaitmenr  ,  and  the  .mmi'dmre  \  aeein.iriiin  .ite\ei\" 
pi-r-.ill  III  ..r  e.inneeted  '.\-ith  til.,  .-amp.  .u  vvlm  ImiV  iii..Time  eoniieeted 
w  Ith  the  earn  o  w  lilh-  a-.-d  ior  r-;  pie-.--  t  i.nii.e-e.  I  ■]  tills  i-inneerii'li  1 
w  I II I  Id  a  U.I  in  -auuesf  r  lie  I'npi  .an  letx'  .  a'  iiitrn-t ;  n_  riie  iiii-'li.'al  nianaue- 
ii.ent  nt  rhe-i-  'p.  .-C-  to  luiii  pal  .i  r :  \  el  .-  :  .  ..-.p.  i,'.-i: .',  .nnnaer  -niLreiiii-. 
.md  N\iinld  I  e-p.-ettally  'air  iiruiai!,.  I  ei-iiiiimeiiil  :|;at  till-  >ili'_eiiii 
<  .emaal  !"■  i  .'aie-t.-.i  r..  a->i-ii  a  rna.n  i--i,,ni-.t  m.-.a.  al  i.lli.-ei'  o.  e.i.ai 
.d' I  he  pri-(in  [Hi.-ts.  .U'hi-  |ieii:reiit!,i'  ,"  I  ..111111  .a.,  p!  ,-iiiiei  -  i.t  w,lr 
-..lr  i-t.ii-r.ii  i!\-  pi-..\adeii  ;iii'  iiiel  die  -.iiar.iiw  inaimu'enient  p!-..pia'l\' 
all. aided  f... 

I  -hail  -tai  ;   III  iiiu'n  1   :■  .    .-<  and  n -ky .  1  diin. 

\'(a-\"  I  e-i  ei-f  !a  M  V.  ■•  ..ii  i'  nii  dieat  -.a  \'.i  nr. 

\.  '!.  I  i,.yi;i\. 

.M.,./i..„    iw/./     h;'",e/     1/,,/,,,,/    /;,.,...'..,     /'.■■.„., I,, a    , I/'    War. 
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Alton  Military  Prison, -/"rt^^wr;/  r,  11^64. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Coinmhuanj-denernl  of  Prisoners,  Wasliiiujton,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  There  are  a  great  many  of  the  rebel  prisoners  in  this 
prison  who  are  willing;'  and  anxious  to  enlist  in  the  U.  S.  service  as  soon 
as  an  opportunity  is  ofl'ered  them.  Many  of  them  have  been  con- 
scripted in  the  rebel  service  and  are  now  anxious  to  be  avenged  for  the 
wronii's  done  them.  ( )thers  were  induced  to  enter  the  rebel  service 
through  misrepresentation  of  wicked  and  designing  men,  and  would  be 
glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  tirst  opportunity  of  enlisting  in  the 
{' .  S.  Army.  Can  there  not  be  some  person  authorized  to  eidist  them? 
.Many  of  tiiem  will  make  as  good  soldiers  as  any  in  the  service.  There 
is  another  class  of  prisoners  that  I  would  call  your  attention  to.  These 
are  young  boys,  from  lifteeu  to  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  were  forced 
into  the  rebel  army,  and  who  are  not  able  to  endure  the  hardsliips 
ot' prison  life.  Many  of  them  are  now  in  bail  liealth.  Cannot  some  tlis- 
cretiotmry  power  he  given  the  eomniaiiders  of  prisons  in  respect  to 
this  class  of  prisoners? 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  -er\ant, 

(;.  \V.   IviyCAID, 
Coloni.l,  C'liinntandiiuj  I'rison. 


lll'.ADijr.VRTERS    KoRT    WaRREN, 

lUistoii   Jliirlior.  January  7,  1S64. 

Col.  William  Hoffman. 

C()>nmismry-(jeni:riil  a/  I'riminers,  Witshington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  permission  to  select  a  separate 
room  in  which  I  may  place  such  [irisoners  as  may  be  in  delicate  health, 
and  who  may  be  really  untit  to  be  subjected  to  the  contincd  air  of 
rooms  containing  tVoia  twenty-eight  to  forty  men  each.  There  are  at 
this  time  tliieeor  four  political  prisoners  suffering  with  diseases  of  the 
lungs  and  throat  who  would  come  under  this  head. 
^"er\•  respectfullv,  your  obeilieut  servant, 

STKl'lIKX  CABOT, 
Ma jnr.  First    Ihttt.  nf  Iha ry    Artillery,    Mxssnehiisefts    Vols. 


State  hf  North  Carolina.  K>:ErrTivE  Department, 

Knieigh,  January  ?.  1.^64. 
Mr.  Theo.  Andrea.  Wilntixnton.  X  C: 

Dear  Sfr:  There  are  about  1,000  prisoners  of  the  troops  of  this 
State  ill  Northern  ]irisons  who  are  suffering  for  clotliinu'.  !\Ir.  Com- 
missioner Oiihl,  nf  the  oiHce  of  exchange,  informs  me  that  money  can 
be  .sent  to  them  to  imrcliase  clotliing,  and  for  this  purpose  I  ilesire  a 
bill  ofe\ehaiige  <mi  l.nndon.  My  own  check  on  Mr.  Collie,  for  cottiui 
sales,  might  not  be  reeeived.  (_'ouM  .\'ou  give  me  a  check  on  your 
house,  whicli  is  doubtless  well  known  in  New  Vork,  and  take  my  cheek 
on  3Ir.  Collie?  The  amount  I  desire  is  ••*(!,000,  in  two  bills  of  ■-'iJ.Odo 
each.  If  you  can  manage  this  tor  me  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged.  Let 
me  liear  immediately. 
Yours,  \-i;., 

Z.  B.   VANCE. 
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House  of  Eepkesentatives,  January  n,  h^i'iL 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  the  investigation  now  pending  before  tlie  ooiuniittee  du 
Quaitermasters  and  Commissary  Departments  as  to  tbe  truth  ot  cer- 
tain allegations  made  against  tiie  Oomniissary-lieneral  for  failure  in  fur- 
nishing pniper  subsistence  for  the  Feileral  prisoners.  Colonel  Northrop 
ilesireii  that  you  should  be  summoned  to  ap[»ear  behire  tlie  commutrc. 
1  suggested  to  him,  that  iis  the  meeting  of  the  committee  took  place  at 
night,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  better  he  shouhl  commit  the  ipiestions  to 
writing,  send  them  to  me,  and  I  would  inclose  them  to  you  for  your 
answer.  I  accordingly  inclose  them  with  this  note  and  request  that 
you  will  return  the  iiiterrogatories  to  me  with  your  answers  at  your 
earliest  couvenieuce. 

Very  respectfully,  vonr  obeilieiit  servant. 

WAl/riill   I'RESTOX, 

VhalrDinu    <  '(nnmittce. 

Qitrstiiins  for  thf  St'rretari/  nf  War. 

1.  Did  or  did  not  the  Commissary-General  state  to  you  the  disadvan- 
tage to  the  commissariat  and  the  injury  to  the  country  by  giving  ri>e  to 
discontent  conse(iuent  mi  agents  of  the  Xavy  and  of  the  Quarter- 
nuister-General,  purchasing  tornaval  supplies  and  for  the  prisoners,  ask- 
ing you  to  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  antl  get  an  iirder  prohibiring 
it.  and  asking  directions  that  the  C*uartermaster-General  should  nut 
exceed  schedule  rates  iu  purchasing  for  the  prisoners.' 

Answer;  Yes;  the  Commissary-General  made  such  representations 
more  than  once.  At  his  instance  I  enjoined  the  heads  of  bureaus  to 
conform  to  schcdide  prices  fixed  by  the  appraisers  and  avoid  competition 
among  the  purchasing  agents  as  far  as  practicable.  1  likewise  had  a 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  co  induce  a  similar  conformity 
and  the  avoidance  of  conflict  on  the  iiart  of  jmrchasing  agents. 

-.  I'lease  state  substantially  what  was  your  understanding  of  the 
arrangemei}t  for  sui)plying  the  prisoners  finally  made  lictweeu  the  (/oni- 
missary-Gcneral  and  the  C*'iarterniaster-General,  anil  which  received 
your  sanction  .' 

Answer.  The  undcrstaniling  had  after  some  interi'hange  of  views 
in  my  i)res(Mice  t)etween  the  (^hiaitcrmaster  (General  and  Oommissary- 
(ieiieral,  as  I  nndei>tood  it,  was  that  the  latter  should  a.--sunie  the  duty 
of  affording  subsistence  .-.u[)plies  to  the  prisoners  as  to  tiie  soMit-r^; 
that  the  former  should  look  to  him  for  the  tlischarge  of  the  obligation 
imposed  by  him  to  feed  them:  that  iu  conformity  therewith  as  long  ,is 
supplies  could  be  obtained  the  prisoners  should  be  subsisted  a^  the 
soldiers:  that  if  it  bi'came  necessary  tfoni  scant  supplies  to  make  a 
diflerence  in  the  rations  furnished  the  >oldiers  at  jiosts  and  men  in  i  he 
tield,  in  favor  of  the  latter,  then  the  |)risoner>  shouhl  be  [iro\  ided  as 
those  at  posts,  ami  if  at  any  time  or  iinall\'  it  iinhapinly  became  im|i"^- 
sible  to  furnish  e\en  reduced  rates  of  meat  to  l)orli  the  soldiers  ami  the 
prisoners,  the  soldiers  should  be  preferred.  This  airangemeiit  and 
understanding  had  my  sanction.  On  one  occasion,  how  e\  er.  airerw  ai  d, 
on  a  dehciency  of  meat  occurring  from  a  casual  necessity.  I  autlion/.ed 
(ieneral  Winder,  who  came  to  me  representing  it  as  i'\isting.  in  the 
then  conditiou  of  the  guard  and  the  state  of  the  city,  some  apprehension 
on  his  part  of  an  oiubrealv  of  the  prisoners,  to  purchase  throu,L;h  Ins 
agent  Some  bee\es  on  their  way  to  the  market  of  the  city. 
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IJou.  Walter  Preston  (cluiirmanj :  Two  (laestioiit;  have  beeu  giveri 
ro  Mr.  Smith  tin-  Mr.  Preslou  to  ask  the  Secretary  ot  War.  I  omitted 
ttie  two  t'oHowiui;-  which  I  now  wish  prescribed: 

3.  Did  I,  or  di<l  1  not,  protest  again.st  Dauville  being  a  pUice  for  keep- 
in;;-  prisoners,  becanse  it  was  a  terminus  ot'  railroads  and  had  uo 
southern  extension,  and  having  already  to  supply  large  hospitals? 

Answer.  I  did  not  understand  the  Commissary-General  to  insist 
exactlyagain.st  the  .selection  of  IJanville  as  aplaceofcoutineinent  for  the 
prisoners,  but  while  I  was  considering  the  propriety  of  sending  them  theie 
ho  certainly  urged,  as  a  consideration  against  it.  that  it  would  be  more 
ditticult  to  subsist  them,  both  because  some  of  the  counties  around  were 
brlieved  to  have  had  a  deficient  crop  and  because  there  was  no  direct 
railroad  communication  from  the  south;  other  considerations,  however, 
left  me,  I  thought,  no  otlier  reasonable  alternative,  and  a  limited  number 
were  sent  there. 

4.  Please  state  what  discretion  was  allowed  by  you  in  feeding  pris- 
oners under  the  arrangement  between  the  (Juartermaster-<reneral  and 
Commissary  (ieneral. 

Answer.  My  answer  to  (he  second  ijiiestion  fully  replies  to  this.  Xo 
other  discretion  that  I  recoUeet  was  allowed  than  is  there  explained. 

L.  B.  XORTHliOP. 


HEAD(,ifARTER.S   DISTRICT    (>F    We.STERN    LOUISIANA, 

Alc.rautlria,  ■laniiury  s,  18H4. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  II.  Boggs,  Chiff  of  Staf: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  cartel* 
entered  into  on  the  4th  instant  by  commissioners  appointed,  respectively, 
by  3Iai.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  and  myself,  and  copy  of  a  let- 
ter* from  General  Banks"  commissioner,  containing  an  offer  to  deliver 
the  prisoners  recently  captured  by  the  P.  S.  forces  in  Texas,  for  the 
consideration  and  action  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding.  In 
order  tliat  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the  exchange  aiul  delivery  of  pris- 
oners embraced  in  the  cartel.  I  iiave  to  request  that  the  officers  captured 
at  Brasliear  <  iry  and  iu  the  r,a  Fourche  country,  and  the  officers  and 
men  caiitnred  on  the  Fordoche  by  my  command  may  be  sent  for  and 
kept  at  Shrevepoi-f,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to  the  point  of  delivery 
as  s(]ou  as  1  am  informed  by  (Jeneral  Banks  that  he  is  ready  to  deliver 
his  prisoners,  the  greater  number  having  been  sent  Xorth,  and  it  being 
necessary  to  send  there  for  them.  In  correspondence  between  (General 
Banks  and  myself  he  has  declared  his  intention  of  releasing  civilians 
who  have  been  arrested  by  his  forces  and  detained  in  custody,  and 
express<-s  a  detei-mination  to  put  a  stop  in  tlie  future  to  such  arrests  of 
prixate  citizens  disc(innected  with  the  army.  I  have,  therefore,  to 
reiiue>t  tlr.i"  you  will  iiave  the  citizens  who  wore  arresteil  by  me  in  my 
caMi]iaign  in  the  !.,i  Fouri'lii'  I'ountiy  last  summer  and  forwarded  to 
Slirexepoi  r.  and  Mr.  I'.  Anderson,  a  n'[)oiter  of  the  New  York  Herald, 
who  was  caiituriMl  on  tlie  unn-lioat  C'ueen  of  the  ^Vest,  sent  to  this  place 
at  once,  in  order  that  1  may  release  them  and  return  them  to  tiieir 
frientls. 

^'erv  respectfullv,  \()nr  obedient  servant, 

E.  TAYLOP, 
Miijor-deiieral,  ComnuuuUiuj. 

-  Sl-o  PI',  si;.  •^1L:.  if,pc-.rively. 
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War  Department,  ADjuT.iNT(iENERAL's  office, 

]V(i.sliiH(/toit,  ■fmiitiiry  'J,  1864. 
Judge  H.  Lennox  Bond,  Baltimoi-f,  .)/</.  .• 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  iuclose  herewith  Special  Orders,  Xo.  13,  of 
this  date,  appoiiitiny  you  a  coimiii.ssioiier  to  determine  eases  of  state 
pi'isouers  sent  to  Port  Delaware  for  (.■onrtueinent  hy  the  ^-eneral  eom- 
iiiandiiij;-  the  Middle  Department  at  Baltimore. 

The  Secretary  of  War  desires  your  comiiiissioii  to  decide  which  iirison- 
ers should  be  immediately  released  and  which  retained  in  oonliuemcnt, 
and  to  report  your  opinniQ  in  eacli  case  t<>  BriuadierGeneral  Lock- 
wood,  commanding  tlie  department.  Oeneral  J-ockwodd  is  instructed  to 
give  yini  access  to  the  records  in  his  oftice  bearing  on  the  several  cases. 
\Vill  you  please  signify  your  acceptance  (»r  non-acceptance  of  the 
aii[)ointment  by  letter  addressed  to  the  Ad  jutaiit-(  General  of  the  Army.' 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWXSEXD. 
A.'i-'iistdiit  Ailjiitmit  Oeneritl. 

(Same  to  Judge  John  0.  King,  Baltimore,  Md.) 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Vir(h.\ia  and  North  Carolina. 

Fort   Moni-or.  J:i h Hunj  IK  l-i.i. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston: 

You  will  cause  every  prisoner  at  Point  Limliout  to  aii.^u'cr  one  nf  the 
following  ciuestions,  taking  bis  answer,  alter  he  has  heard  tiiein  ail: 

First.  Do  you  desire  to  lie  sent  Sontli  as  a  pri-oner  nt  war  t(ir 
exchange  .' 

Secoiul.  Do  you  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  [larole,  and 
enlist  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  if  so  in  wluch' 

Third.  Do  you  desire  to  take  the  oath  and  parole  and  be  sent  Xorth 
to  work  on  public  works,  under  [lenalty  of  death  if  fnnnd  in  the  Suntli 
before  the  end  of  the  war .' 

Fourth.  Do  you  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  alle.uiauce  and  go  to  your 
home  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  under  like  penalty  if  t'oiuid 
South  beyond  those  lines  during  the  war  .' 

You  will  adopt  the  form  set  torth  in  this  boob,  and  let  eacdi  signature 
be  witnessed,  causing  tlie  oath  and  parole  to  be  reail  to  eacli  man,  the 
questions  to  be  luopounded  to  these  men  alone  and  apart  from  any 
other  rebel  prisoner. 

The  book  mentioned  herein  will  be  tbrwaided  in  a  lew  days. 
Trulv,  yours, 

r.HXJ.   F.   BI'TLER. 

M,ij<n-(lrnn-nl,   fniiniunnVnni. 


Office  Cior-iissiMxi;;;  for   i:xciiam;e. 

/-■../•,'    .\l„,n-<.,.  .f,nnnn-,i   ■>.  1S':4. 

Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Ciiilj'filerilti'    Aijent  fill-    E.rrlniinif.  Uuiiunnul .    \',i.: 

SrR:  Be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  of  tiie  wlieieabouts  and  present 
condition  of  John  W.  Burns,  (;(jm[>any  IL  Twelfth  Massai'huseir^  \'ol- 
unteers,  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  llth  of  <  ictolier.  isil.j,  ami  is  at 
[iresenc  supposed  to  be  in  Ivichmoud,  \"a. 

1  am,  sir,  \erv  respec'tfulh',  your  obeilient  ser\"anf, 

IIKXJ.   V.  Br'TLKR, 
Majiir(h-iii  nil   nnd    <_'(imiiiixsi(tii,-i-   h>,-   Exclnnajt. 
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Office  Commissioner  foe  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  .'/,  lS(i4. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Con/ederute  A</ent  for  E.vchanije,  Richmond,  Ya.: 
Sir:  Will  you  j)lea.se  give  me  such  iiit'orui;itiou  as  you  may  be  iible 
to  obtain  conceriiiugCapt.  .Tohu  [S.j  McDowell,  Seveuty-seveuth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  captured  at  the  battle  ofCbickaujaug-a? 
1  am,  sir,  verv  respectful  I  w  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
MiAJiir-dviu  ral  (tiid   Commissioutr  for  Exchange. 


Heapquarters  Department  of  the  Gclf, 

Xetv  Orleans,  January  ,V,  l.'iij4. 
Brig.  Gen.  Philip  8t.  Georcje  Cooke,  U.  S.  Army, 

(_'om)na)idi)u/   T>istrict  <f  Baton   Rouge  : 
General:  You  are  authorized  to  distribute  a  notice  that  the   Port 
Hudson  i)risouers  have  not  been  exchanged  by  the  (Government. 
By  commaud  ot .Major-General  Banks: 

C.   P.  STONE. 
IU-i<jiidier-l ieneral  a)id  Ch'uf  <f  •'^taf. 


Office  Com.missarv-General  op  Prisoners, 

Wa.-ihimitO)!,  J).  C.  January  '.),  lSii4. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme, 

Comniandnifi  Camii  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  olst  ultuno  relative  to  the  frauds  |)racticed  at  Camp 
Douglas  in  the  issues  of  subsistence  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  reporting 
the  employment  of  prisoners  of  war  by  various  persons  about  the  camp. 
When  the  re[>ort  callcil  for  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  is  received 
1  will  lay  the  whole  matter  nf  the  fraudulent  issues  of  provisious  before 
the  Secretary  of  War.  a:id  will  at  the  same  time  call  his  attention  to 
your  suggestion  to  compel  the  contractor  to  pay  into  the  prison  fund 
the  value  of  the  rations  retained.  I'lie  p:irtios  contracting  with  the 
Go\eruinent  are  resiionsiblc  that  its  terms  are  faithfully  complied  -witii, 
and  I  do  not  tliinic  they  ciin  sliift  the  res[)onsibility  on  the  sub- 
contractors or  any  third  party. 

The  practice  of  cniployiug  prisoners  of  war  b\'  individuals  in  camp  is 
not  with  !iiv  aoprobation,  and   -lioiild  not  be  |)ermitte(l,  tlmugh  tliere 

'     !  door 
ulicial 


would  be  po.^sibly  no  obje 

■etioii  in    a   siiiule  case,  yet   it  opens  tin 

to  irre-ulariries,  and  the 

(jlily  sate  wa.\"  is  to  forbid  it.  e\ee|)t  in  ( 

iMuploymeiits,  as  at  the  Im 

ispital. 

\"ery  lcspeetlllll\  . 

\imr  obedient  ser\ant. 

W.  HOFFMAN. 

<;,l<n„'l    Thn;l    1  iila 

iitig   anil    < dui iitin.sari/drntral  of  I'riso) 

W.  M.  Fllington  asks  if  (•lotjiinu-  can  be  sent  to  a  Confederate  pris- 
oner at  Point  I.ookont." 
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[Indoraement.] 

January  9, 1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  General  Winder,  commanding,  &c. 
ClotliiuK  and  money  for  Confederate  prisoners  conttned  in  the  North 
can  be  safely  forwarded  via  rtag  of  truce. 

HO.  OITLD, 
A(jent  of  E.ichnn(je. 


James  M.  Brown.  Darlington  District,  S.  C,  imiuires  if  be  can  send 
money  ro  Ids  son,  wiio  is  a  prisoner  at  Cami)  < 'base,  Ohio.* 

!Iu<l"r8e,u.nt.l 

January  '.),  18(i4. 
Respectfully  returned. 

Federal  money  can  l)e  transmitted  through  this  ottice  to  our  prison- 
ers in  the  North  with  comparative  safety.  Any  jjackage  ynu  may  wish 
to  send  to  your  son,  if  intrusted  to  us,  will  be  promptlv  forwarded. 

RO.  OULD, 
Aijent  of  ExclnnKjf. 


Headmuauters  Fort  Delaware,  Dkl.,  Junuary  10,  1864. 
Col.  Wrr  LiA^t  lIoFFiiAN,  U.  S.  Army, 

Ciiniiiiiasary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  JJ,  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  abating  of  the 
smallpox.  In  two  weeks  the  number  was  reduced  from  17.S  to  only  84, 
of  which  do  of  tlie  latter  will  be  discharged  ou  next  Saturday.  No 
new  cases  have  made  their  aiipearauce  for  six  days  past,  and  only 
three  deaths  in  seven  days. 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  resjjectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEFF, 
Tiriijailifr-driitrdl,  <  'oi)iiniui<lin<i. 


War  Department,  AD.n-TANT-(rE.\KRAL's  Office, 

Wiishinf/toii.  .laniidnj  11,  isiii. 
MaJ.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  8.  Volunteers, 

Cotitiig.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  X.  Curnlind,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Brigadier-General  Lock 
wood,  couimandiug  Middle  Dei)artnient,  has  this  day  been  instructed  to 
send  to  you  in  irons  Bcall  and  his  jiarty,  some  fourteen  in  number,  now 
held  in  contiiieuieut  in  irons  at  Foit  .Mc  Henry. 

The  Secretary  directs  that  on  receipt  of  Bead  and  his  party  you 
cause  their  irons  to  be  removed  preparatory  to  an  investigation  of  their 
cases,  which  you  will  order,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  irons  are  removed 
yon  immediately  send  notice  of  the  fict  to  the  iclx-i  agent  of  exchange. 
Acknowledge  receipt. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

E.  D.  TOWNS  END, 
Assistant  Adjutant- (Ifntral. 

"Brouua  lettei-  Jiot  IoimmI. 


826  PRISONERS   OP   WAE   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

Special  Orders,  [   Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Va.  and  IST.  Carolina, 

^0.  11.  )  Fort  Monroe,  January  11,  1864. 

Lieut.  F.  M.  Norcross,  of  the  Thirtieth  Kegiinent  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers, being  disabled  for  active  service  because  of  lameness  resulting 
from  wounds  received  before  Port  Hudson,  and  yet  desires  to  do  what 
he  can  for  the  service,  is,  at  bis  own  request,  detailed  as  recruiting  otii- 
cer  among  the  rebel  prisoners  confined  at  Point  Lookout.  They  will 
be  recruited  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  letter 
to  (ieneral  Marston,  of  the  date  of  January  9  instant,  and  the  ques- 
tions therein  being  asked  of  each  of  them  before  they  enlist.  The  book 
mentioned  in  the  letter  will  be  tarnished  as  soon  as  possible.  They 
will  be  enlisted  for  three  years,  and  for  and  during  the  war  upon  the 
same  terms  as  other  soldiers  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  An  assistant  surgeon 
of  the  hospital  will  be  detailed  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  to  examine 
recruits. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler: 

HENRY  JOHNSTON, 
Acting  Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  op  War, 

Xcar  Sandusky,  Ohio,  January  11,  1S64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  Wasliimjton,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  9th 
instant  of  your  letter  of  instructions,  dated  December  28.  It  contirms 
the  construction  which  I  had  placed  on  your  letter  of  the  25th.  Your 
instructions  shall  be  strictly  carried  out.  I  forward  herewith  my  report 
of  inspection  of  this  depot,  January  9,  10,  and  11,  inclosing  copy  of  a 
communication  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  the  post,  requesting 
supplies,  &c.,  for  the  hospital. 

1  leave  to-night  for  Cincinnati,  staying  at  the  Burnet  House  while 
there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of   War. 

[Inclosure  So.  I.] 

Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xear  Sandusky,  Ohio,  January  11,  1S64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  careful  and 
thorough  inspection  of  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  prisoners  of  war, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  troops  stationed  at  this  post. 

Prison  quarters — as  regards  the  prison  quarters,  there  is  little,  if 
any,  change  to  be  made  in  the  particulars  given  iu  my  last  report. 
Police — the  quarters  are,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  tilthy,  the 
prisoners  policing  or  not  (after  a  fashion)  as  they  see  tit,  no  organized 
system  being  iu  force,  but  the  whole  matter  left  to  the  caprice  of  the 
prisoners  themselves.  The  kitciiens  are  tilthy,  with  all  their  utensils, 
and  the  ground  around  the  outer  doors  covered  with  filth  and  slops, 
fr<i/,en  to  the  deptli  of  several  inches.  The  grounds  show  no  evidence 
of  having  been  policed  for  a  long  time.     Sinks,  disinfectant — the  sinks 
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ara  iii  a  tilthy  condition.  The  disinfectant  powder  ordered  by  you  to 
be  purchased  has  not  yet  been  received.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pierson 
wrote  to  the  company  for  it  November  28.  I  requested  him  to  ascer- 
tain at  once  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  forwarding  it,  for  its  absolute 
necessity  is  everywhere  most  evident.  The  principal  excuse  urged  by 
the  prisoners  for  their  tilthy  condition  is  the  scarcity  of  water,  caused 
by  the  freezing  of  the  pumps  and  the  frequent  exhaustion  of  the  wells. 
This  excuse,  however,  will  not  hold  good,  for  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  sufficient  supjdy  of  water  trom  the  lake.  Ventilation — 
there  is  an  utter  absence  of  ventilation  in  all  the  quarters,  and  to  this 
fact,  together  with  that  of  their  being  generally  overheated  and  almost 
constantly  crowded  with  their  inmates,  who  rarely  venture  out  of  doors, 
is  attributable  the  great  majority  of  the  cases  of  disease  which  occur 
among  the  prisoners.  Suggestions — several  of  the  blocks  are  divided 
up  iuro  small  rooms,  each  being  made  to  accommodate  six  to  twelve 
l)risoners,  although  originally  designed  for  but  four.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  i^artitions  between  these  rooms  be  removed,  thus  dividing  each 
block  into  but  two  barracks,  one  on  each  floor.  They  might  then  be 
readily  provided  with  the  means  for  some  degree  of  ventilation,  such 
as  I  have  directed  (as  hereafter  described),  to  be  introduced  into  the 
hospital,  and  which  I  would  suggest  be  also  adopted  here,  unless  it  be 
deemed  advisable  to  adopt  some  more  complete  and  expensive  method. 
The  quarters  sliould  all  he  thoroughly  and  frequently  (as  they  have 
not  yet  been)  whitewashed.  Blankets  and  clothing— che  prisoners  are 
provided  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  blankets,  and  but  few  complain 
seriously  of  having  insufficient  clothing,  although  all  need  and  should 
be  supplied  with  overcoats.  Heating— there  is  a  sufficient  number  of 
stoves  and  an  abundance  of  wood  for  fuel.  Rations — the  rations 
provided  are  of  good  quality,  though  they  suffer  considerably  from 
improper  cooking,  and  are  in  sufficient  quantity  with  the  exception  of 
vegetables.  The  ordinary  ration  of  potatoes  is  issued  as  a  purchase 
from  the  prison  fund.  1  have  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer 
t);at  at  least  two  rations  of  cabbage  or  onions  be  issued  per  week  as  a 
preventive  of  scurvy,  for  although  there  are  no  declared  cases  of  this 
disease  at  present  in  camp,  yet  many,  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  pris- 
oners, are  more  or  less  strongly  tainted  with  it.  Hospital — the  hospi- 
tal is  in  a  slightly  better  condition  than  the  quarters.  It  consists  of 
four  wards,  two  on  each  tloor,  and  each  forty  eight  feet  long,  twenty- 
eight  feet  wide,  ;ind  ten  feet  high,  affording  accommodation  for  sixty- 
eight  beds,  allowing  SOO  cubic  feet  of  air  to  each  patient.  There  are 
at  present  in  the  hospital  eighty  beds  and  tifty-six  patients,  of  whom 
fifteen  are  cases  of  erysipelas,  the  remainder  being  principally  a  low 
type  of  fever  complicated  with  pulmonary  disease,  and  chiefly  super- 
induced by  living  in  the  crowded  and  unventilated  quarters.  Venti- 
lation— the  wards  are  utterly  unventilated  except  by  the  side  windows. 
The  accompanying  copy  of  a  communication  to  the  commanding  officer 
describes  the  manner  in  which  I  propose  to  remedy,  though  by  no 
means  efl'ectually.  this  defect.  Police — the  wards  are  defective  in 
their  police  and  are  much  in  need  of  a  frequent  coat  of  whitewash; 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  walls  are  rough-plastered. 
Heat— they  are  each  heated  by  one  stove,  which  in  the  present  state 
of  the  weather  is  insufficient.  I  have  directed  that  an  additional 
stove  be  placed  in  two  of  the  wards  (the  pulmonary  and  convalescent). 
Fuel  (wood)  is  abundant  and  of  good  quality.  Kitchen— the  kitchen 
is  partitioned  otf  from  the  lower  right-hand  ward  and  though  small  can 
be  made  to  answer  its  purpose.     It  is  under  the  charge  of  a  Confederate 
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major,  wtioni  the  surgeon  in  charge  states  to  be  a  competent  cook  and 
to  discharge  his  duties,  as  tar  as  cooking  is  concerned,  well.  The 
kitchen  and  utensOs,  of  which  latter  there  is  a  sutlicient  supply,  are, 
however,  exceedingly  dirty.  Hospital  clothing — there  is  an  entire 
absence  of  hospital  clothing,  as  drawers  and  shirts,  which  are  very 
much  needed  and  of  wliich  I  have  directed  a  i)roper  supply  be  procured. 
Laundry— there  is  also  an  utter  want  of  facilities  for  hospital  laundry 
purposes.  These,  also,  I  have  directed  to  be  provided.  Supplies — the 
supplies  of  medicines  are  kept  well  tilled.  There  is  a  sufficient  supply 
of  blankets  and  of  all  utensils  absolutely  needed.  Hospital  fund — 
there  is  no  hospital  fund  kept  separately  from  the  general  prison  fund, 
purchases  for  the  hospital  being  made  from  the  latter.  These  purchases 
have  been  judiciously  made,  though  not  to  the  extent  iu  the  purchase 
of  vegetables,  &c.,  that  is  perhaps  necessary.  Of  vegetables  I  have 
directed  a  larger  supply  to  be  issued.  Attendance — the  sick  are 
attended  by  medical  men  (bearing  line  commissions)  of  their  own  army, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  surgeon  in  charge.  Statistics — the  total 
number  of  prisoners  during  the  month  of  December,  1803,  was  2,625. 
Xumber  of  sick  reported,  219;  deaths,  18;  percentage  of  deaths  to 
number  of  prisoners,  .68;  percentage  of  deaths  to  number  of  sick,  8.21. 
This  is  a  large  percentage  of  mortality  and  is,  I  think,  attributable  to 
the  causes  before  alluded  to.  Surgeon  iu  charge — the  remarks  above 
made  should  not  be  construed  to  bear  too  heavily  on  the  surgeon  in 
charge,  Dr.  T.  Woodbridge.  His  work  shows  him  to  be  evidently  a 
man  of  no  mean  professional  ability.  He  is,  moreover,  of  very  kind 
and  gentle  temper,  and  this,  together  with  his  very  limited  acquaint- 
ance with  military  and  hospital  routine,  renders  him  unfit  to  force 
obedience  to  his  orders  in  the  proper  conduct  of  the  hospital  or  in  the 
sanitary  management  of  the  camp.  If  it  were  practicable  for  the 
Surgeon-General  to  assign  a  competent  assistant  surgeon  to  act  as 
ineilical  executive  officer  at  the  post,  it  would  lighten  Doctor  Wood- 
bridge's  labors  and  be  of  advantage  to  the  post. 

Guard,  camps  and  hospital,  troops — the  present  number  of  troops 
stationed  at  this  post  is  1,284,  including  ofticers,  comprising  the  Hotit- 
man  Battalion,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantrj',  four  companies;  Twelfth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  six  companies;  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Light  Artil- 
lery, First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  one  battery  each.  Commandant  of 
post,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  s.  Pierson,  Uortiuan  Battalion.  (Quarters — the 
officers'  quarters  face  the  western  wall  of  the  prison  yard  at  about  200 
feet  distance.  The  Hoffman  Battalion  occupy  barracks  just  outside  the 
northwestern  corner  of  the  prison  inclosure.  The  cavalry  (dismounted 
and  acting  as  infantry)  and  artillery  are  encamped  iu  tents  near  the 
northwestern  shore  of  the  island.  The  infantry  barrack  is  an  ordinary 
two-story  frame  bailding  divided  into  four  rooms,  each  about  forty-tive 
by  twenty-tive  by  ten  feet  in  diniensinns;  well  heated  by  stoves;  iu 
tolerable  state  of  police,  and,  as  usual,  utterly  devoid  of  ventilation 
excei>t  by  the  side  windows,  of  which  there  are  eight  in  each  room, 
with  two  additional  in  the  outer  end  of  each  of  the  upper  rooms.  These 
windows  are,  of  coiiisc.  always  closed.  The  cooking  is  done  by  company 
detail  in  a  small  lean-to  on  either  end  of  the  barrack.  The  cooking 
utensils  are  sutricient  in  i|iiantity  and  ([uality,  but,  with  the  kitchens, 
not  ill  very  good  order.  Cooking^-the  cooking  appears  to  be  done  as 
well  as  it  ordinarily  is  by  men  not  familiar  with  the  process.  Hospital — 
the  hospital  is  in  excellent  condition  as  regards  police  and  general 
management,  but  is  utterly  unfltted  for  its  present  purpose  both  in  size 
and  construction.     A  new  building  should  be  erected  at  once.     The 
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l.ospital  offices  and  store-rooms  are  in  very  creditable  order.  Reoiii- 
sitions  are  promptly  filled  and  the  books  and  papers  in  good  order. 
Hospital  fund — the  present  hospital  fund  is  SU9.  Purchases  are 
mostly  of  articles  of  diet  and  appear  to  be  Judiciously  uuule.  The 
surgeon  in  charge  is  assisted  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Wilson. 
Camps — the  cavalry  and  artillery  camps  are  well  located.  The  men 
occupy  wall  tents  and  the  camp  is  pitched  in  regular  camp  order. 
Most  of  the  tents  have  board  floors.  Some  are  warmed  by  stoves,  but 
most  by  outside  fireplaces.  The  number  of  men  to  a  tent  is  six.  The 
camp  is  not  trenched  or  drained.  Cooking  is  done  by  company  detail 
and  the  appliances  aiipear  to  be  sufficient.  The  grounds  and  most  of 
the  tents  are  in  a  tolerable  state  of  police!  The  sinks  are  in  tolerable 
condition.  The  sick  occupy  temporarily  the  post  chapel,  which  will 
answer  very  well  for  a  temporary  hospital,  accommodating  about  fifteen 
beds.  Several  cases  of  measles  liave  .just  appeared  among  the  cavalry. 
Proper  measures  have  been  taken  for  their  isolation.     The  temporary 

hospital  is  under  the  care  of  Assistant  Surgeon  ,  of  the  cavalry. 

The  aggregate  strength   of   the  command    for    December  was  l.l'S-tj 
aggregate  sick,  156;  deaths,  1.     Baking— the  troops  and  prisoners  are 
supiilied  with  soft  bread  baked  at  the  post  and  of  excellent  quality. 
The  bake-house  and  store-rooms  are  in  very  good  order. 
^'cry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A    M.  ('l.AKK. 
SuriirDu  and  Actimj  Medlcdl   fnxpi-ctor  Prisonrrs  <>>'  War. 


Hd^rs.  Hoffma.x's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  uf  War. 

Xenr  Sandusky,  Ohio,  Janudry  11,  lSf)4. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.   Pi^-Rsoy,  Ho  fni an' s  Baffalion,  Comdfj.  Post  : 

(-'OLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  re(iuest,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  first,  that  certain 
laundry  facilities  be  provided  for  the  prison  hospital,  viz,  a  shed  for  a 
laundry,  which  need  not  be  of  any  great  size— say  the  depth  of  the 
hospital  building  (twenty-eight  feet  i,  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  ten  to  twelve 
feet  high,  and  which  might  be  erected  at  one  end  of  the  hospital  build- 
ing in  the  form  of  a  lean-to;  the  furniture  to  ci>nsist  of  two  O(i-gallon 
caldrons,  with  stoves,  washboards,  half  dozen  buckets,  and  a  sufficient 
supply  of  line  for  drying  the  clothes.  Tubs  can  be  readily  prepared 
from  pork  barrels.  Second,  that  a  supply  of  hospital  uiiderclothiiiu-  be 
provided,  viz.  17.")  muslin  shirts,  175  pair  muslin  or  canton  fiaunel 
drawers.  l.JO  pair  woolen  socks:  this  clothing  to  be  retained  in  and  for 
the  hospital  use  only.  Third,  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  lime  and 
brushes  be  provided  to  thoroagiily  whitewash  the  interior  of  the  hos- 
pital at  least  once  a  month.  Fourth,  some  method  of  ventilating  the 
hospital  wards  is  absolutely  necessary:  this  may  be  attained  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  and  at  a  nominal  expense  by  cutting  two  holes  in  the  ceil- 
ing of  each  ward,  two  fi-ct  s(|iiare,  with  wooden  pipes  of  rlie  same  dimen- 
sions leading  from  them  and  out  of  the  roof,  and  then  properly  covered 
with  a  board  ,so  arranged  as  to  exclude  the  weather.  Fresh  air  may  be 
introduced  by  an  opening  in  the  side  of  the  ward  and  at  the  level  of 
the  fioor,  twenty  four  inches  wide  and  twelve  inches  high,  with  a  wooden 
pipe  through  the  ward  and  opening  under  the  stove,  thus  warming  the 
air  before  it  enters  the  room  at  large.  Fifth,  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  present  severe  weather  an  adilitional  stove  should  be  jilaced  in  two 
of  the  hospital  wards,  viz,  the  one  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering 
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from  pulmonary  diseases  and  the  convalescent  ward.  Sixth,  for  the  pre- 
vention of  scurvy  in  the  prison  (there  are  already  premonitary  signs  of 
it)  a  large  supply  of  vegetables  should  be  furnished,  both  in  the  hospital 
and  prison  at  large;  two  rations  per  week  of  cabbage  or  onions  should 
be  issued.  I  would  suggest  that  the  whole  prison  quarters  be  frequently 
whitewashed,  and  that  the  police  details  be  more  strictly  kept  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty.  I  would  also  suggest  that  an  entirely  new  hos- 
pital be  erected  for  the  use  of  the  guard.  The  present  one  is  entirely 
unfitted  for  its  purpose,  both  in  size  and  construction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLAEK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


Office  CooiisisART-rTENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  £>.  C,  January  Jl,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Pittsburg,  Pa.: 
General  :  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting  instructions  in 
relation  to  the  confinement  of  prisoners  in  the  Allegheny  penitentiary, 
is  received.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  how  long  the  prisoners  may  be 
retained  there.  It  may  be  but  for  a  few  days,  or  it  may  be  for  months 
yet,  and  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  make  such  arrangements  for 
their  security  and  health  as  will  serve  for  an  indefinite  period.  Some 
of  them  having  violated  the  parole  which  was  granted  them  for  their 
benefit,  it  is  very  proper  that  it  should  be  taken  from  them,  and  if  they 
sufl:er  in  consequence  it  is  their  own  fault.  But  it  is  advisable  that 
they  should  have  opportunity  for  as  much  exercise  as  their  health 
demands,  if  it  can  be  conveniently  granted,  and  I  would  suggest  that 
certain  hours  be  given  them  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  under  cover 
or  in  the  prison  yard,  and  that  a  guard  under  an  officer  be  detailed  to 
take  charge  of  them  during  the  time.  Visitors  to  these  prisoners 
should  not  he  admitted  without  permission  from  this  office — not  even 
in  cases  of  illness,  unless  there  is  something  very  urgent  about  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Intantri/  and  Commi.ssary- General  of  Prisoners, 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C.  Jamiary  11,  1S64. 
Maj.  Stephen  Cabot, 

First  Battalion  Heacy  Artillery  Massachusetts  Vols., 

Headquarters  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor: 
Major:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  asking  authority  to  a|)pro- 
])riate  a  room  to  the  use  of  prisoners  in  delicate  health,  is  received. 
The  arrangement  you  suggest  seems  to  be  a  very  proper  one.  and  you 
are  at  liberty  to  set  aside  for  their  use  any  one  or  more  rooms  which 
are  available  for  that  purpose.  It  has  not  yet  been  decided  whether 
the  engineer  barracks  on  the  parade-ground  can  be  used  by  the 
garrison. 

Very  I'espectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAJ!^, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 
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EXECUTIYE   DEPAETMENT   OF   ALABAMA, 

Montgomery,  January  11,  1864. 
His  ExceJlent-y  President  Davis: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  the  inclosed  letter,  which,  though 
anonymous,  is  evidently  a  correct  representation  of  the  facts  of  the 
matter  about  which  it  is  written.  Gurley  was  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  in 
the  Confederate  service,  and  ought  to  be  protected  by  the  most  prompt 
aud  stern  retaliation.  I  need  only  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  to 
enlist  your  sympathies  and  prompt  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Governor  of  Alabama. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War; 

Please  consider  and  reply  to  Governor  Watts. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[  Second  indorsement.  ] 

The  Department  fully  appreciates  the  condition  of  Captain  Gurley 
aud  measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  liis  position  to  the  notice  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ('oinmuiiieations  have  passed 
between  the  commanding  general  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee 
and  Major-General  Grant,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject,  which  are  on  tile  in  the  Department.  The  Department  holds 
itself  bound  to  take  every  measure  in  its  j)ower  to  secure  the  safety 
of  Captain  ( iurley  or  to  vindicate  his  memory  and  its  indignity  to  our 
Government  if  his  life  is  taken. 

[Inclosure.] 

Madison  County,  December  13.  1863. 
Governor  Watts  : 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  slip  in  relation  to  Capt.  Frank  Gurley  was  cat  from 
the  Cincinnati  Daily  Commercial.  Frank  Gurley  is  well  known  to  the 
writer  of  this  as  an  honorable,  high  toned  gentleman,  modest,  unas- 
suming, and  universally  popular  both  as  citizen  and  soldier.  His  gal- 
lantry as  a  soldier  has  been  illustrated  upon  many  liotly  contested 
battle  fields  and  his  generosity  and  humanity  as  a  foe  are  well  known 
to  many  of  the  enemy,  and  scores  of  the  citizens  of  Jackson  and  Madi- 
son Counties  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact. 

Captain  Gurley  volunteered  in  August  or  September,  1861,  in  a  cav- 
alry company  raised  in  tliis  county  and  known  as  the  Kelley  Troopers, 
of  which  he  was  elected  second  lieutenant.  The  company  was  attached 
to  Colonel  Forrest's  regiment  and  served  under  (General  A.  S.  John- 
ston in  Kentucky.  Ui)on  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  Uowling  Green, 
the  regiment  was  ordeied  to  Huntsville  in  March,  1862.  While  here 
Lieutenant  Gurley  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  conveyed  to 
his  father's,  eighteen  miles  east  of  Huntsville.  Before  his  recovery  all 
the  country  north  of  the  river  was  occupied  by  General  O.  M.Mitchel's 
forces,  and  the  river  itself  closely  picketed.  This  was  the  situation  of 
the  country  when  Gurley  had  sutli<'iently  recovered  to  be  lit  for  duty. 
It  being  diflicult  and  hazardous  in  the  extreme  to  attem[)t  to  cross  the 
river  and  join  his  command,  then  at  Corinth,  he  collected  several  of 
his  company  who,  like  himself,  were  at  home  on  sick  leave,  and  went  to 
work  fighting  and  annoying  the  enemy  on  every  suitable  occasion. 
Finding  his  forces  too  small  to  do  efficient  service  he  obtained  an  order 
from  General  Kirby  Smith,  then  in  command  of  East  Tennessee,  to 
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recrait  for  and  organize  a  full  company.  This  be  did  and  was  in  com- 
mand when  McCook  was  killed.  A 'short  time  prior  to  that  event 
Captain  Hambrick,  of  Forrest's  regiment,  joined  him  with  his  company, 
the  two  commands  numbering  ninety  men,  all  under  the  command  of 
Hambrick.  Going  on  a  scout  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county  to  gaia 
information  of  the  movements  of  Buell's  army,  which  was  marching 
from  Decatur  and  Florence  to  Winchester,  they  came  up  unexpectedly 
with  General  McCook  and  escort,  some  mile  or  two  in  advance  of  his 
brigade.  Captain  Hambrick  ordered  a  charge,  before  which  they  broke 
and  tied  in  disorder.  General  :McCook  and  bis  aide.  Captain  Brooke, 
were  riding  in  an  ambiihince.  This  was  singled  out  and  pursued  by 
Captains  Hambrick  and  Garley.  When  tbey  overtook  them  Gurley 
ordered  them  several  times  to  surrender.  Not  doing  so,  he  fired,  hit- 
ting McCook,  when  the  ambulance  was  stopped.  He  was  carried  to  the 
residence  of  a  gentleman  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  everything 
that  humanity  could  do  was  done  for  him.  Captain  Gurley  expressed 
his  regret  to  General  McCook  at  being  put  to  the  necessity  of  firing 
upon  him,  and  he  (McCook)  exonerated  bim  from  all  blame  in  tbe 
matter.  This,  sir,  is  a  true  statement  of  th(.  killing  of  McCook  and  of 
Captain  Gurley's  military  ca'reer  up  to  that  time.  And  it  is  for  this  a 
true  and  noble  gentleman  and  gallant  patriot  soldier  will  doubtless 
meet  a  felon"s  doom  at  the  hands  of  a  remorseless  and  vindictive  foe. 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  put  you  in  possession  of  these  facts,  but  for 
obvious  reasons  withhold  my  name. 

[Sub-iiifkraure.l 

(From  the  Xaihrtlle  riiion,  December  2.) 

THE  MrKHERlCR  OF  GENERAL  ROBERT  L.  McCOOK. 

Frank  Gurley,  charged  with  the  murder  of  Brig.  Cren.  Kobert  L. 
McCook,  is  now  in  custody,  and  is  ordered  for  trial  before  a  military 
commission,  assembled  by  order  of  General  Thomas,  consisting  of  tbe 
following  ofdcers: 

Col.  John  F.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  president; 
Capt.  Jasper  Partridge,  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers;  Capt.  Thomas 
.r.  Rhodes,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Volunteers;  Capt.  xindrew  V.  P.  Day,  Tenth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Capt.  Albert  M.  Green.  Sixth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry; Lieut.  II.  C.  Blackman,  Eighth  Kansas  Volunteers,  judge- 
advocate. 

Capt.  Hunter  Brooke,  judge-advocate  of  tbe  department,  who  was 
with  (ieneral  McCook  when  be  was  murdered,  will  be  in  attendance  as 
a  witness. 

Colonel  Miller,  tbe  president  of  the  commission,  was,  a  portion  of  last 
year,  commander  of  this  post.  He  is  an  able  administrative  officer, 
and  lias  won  distinction  on  the  battle-tield.  (ienei-al  Thomas  made  a 
wise  selection  in  placing  him  at  the  head  of  tbe  commission.  His  col- 
leagues are  all  gentlemen  of  tine  abilities,  men  who  have  been  tried  and, 
can  be  trusted  in  any  sphere  of  duty. 


CiRCrLAR.]  HeauijIARTERS,  Meridian,  Jamiary  11,  1864. 

Tbe  Paroled  Prisoners  of  the  Garrisons  of  Vicksbubg  and 

Port  Hudson: 

Tbe  following  decision  of  the  \\'ar  Department  fixing  the  liability  of 
paroled  prisoners  and  detinmn    the  kind  and  description  of  military 
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service  that  may  be  lawfully  required  of  them,  is  published  for  their 
information  and  benefit: 

CONKEDBRATE   STATES   (IF   AMERICA,   W'aR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmonil.  Decr-mbei-  IS,  1S6S. 
Lieutenant-CjeQeral  Polk,  Commanding  Department  of  MixKi«Kippi : 

(tEXERal:  Vour  letter  nf  the  24th  ultimo  was  duly  received  and  rplVrred  to  Major 
Ould  tlie  "til  instant. 

The  Department  haa  uniformly  decided  that  the  formation  of  a  oamp  of  paroled 
prisoners,  the  rec(iiiriMneiit  of  those  prisoners  to  submit  to  military  control  in  camp, 
and  the  omploymeut  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  orL;aniz:ition.  discipline,  and 
instruction,  did  not  violate  the  ohlisation  of  the  parole  or  tiie  terms  of  the  cartel 
between  the  (,'onfederate  States  and  the  L'nited  States.  The  letter  of  .Major  Ould  is 
inclosed,  so  that  you  may  see  his  views.' 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

.J.  A.  CA.MPBliLL, 
AnKittaiit  Secretary  nf   lldr. 

■•  RlCIIMO.Vli,  \'a..  December  JiJ.  lS>:.t. 
"Hon.  .r.  .\.  Campbell,  Aaaiatant  Secrctarij  of  War: 

■•.Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  indorsement  on  the  accompanying  paper,  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

•■  I  think  it  is  very  clear  that  the  Government,  in  ordering  paroled  men  into  a 
paroled  camp  and  retaining  them  there  until  they  are  exchanged,  does  nothing  In 
any  way  Inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  cartel  or  the  oliligations  of  a  mil- 
itary parole.  Therefore,  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  on  both  sides,  inmie- 
diately  upon  the  delivery  of  paroled  men,  to  [lut  them  into  ;i,  paroled  camp.  The 
Federals  have  had  as  ujany  as  10.000  men  at  one  time  In  their  paroled  camp  at 
Annapolis.  These  men  were  delivered  to  the  Federal  authorities  at  City  Point  and 
thence  carrieil  to  Annapolis  and  there  kept  until  exchanged.  Our  authorities  never 
at  any  time  entertained  the  idea  that  such  a  course  wasanv  violationof  either  cartel 
or  parole.  I'piui  the  delivery  of  our  paroled  men  at  City  Point  thev  were  imme- 
diately transferred  thence  to  a  paroled  camp  either  at  Petersburg  or  Richmond.  I 
thmk  it  equally  clear  that  it  is  no  violation  of  the  cartel  or  parole  to  reciuire  the 
paroled  men  to  guard  their  own  stores  and  camp,  or  do  police  duty  generally  in  such 
canips.  In  no  just  sense  can  they  be  said  to  be  'taking  up  arms'  or  'serving  as 
military  police.'  The  language  of  the  cartel  is  '  serving  as  military  police  or  con- 
stabulary force  in  any  fort,  garrison,  or  Held- work  held  by  either  of  the  respective 
parties.'  A  paroled  camp  is  in  neither  category.  The  other  phra,se,  'nor  as  guards 
of  prisons,  depots,  or  stores,'  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  view  here  taken.  A 
paroled  eump  Is  not  a  'prison,'  and  the  -depots  and  stores'  referred  to  are  those 
which  supply  troops  actually  in  the  Held. 

"Accordingly,  lam  cpiite  rouh<lent  that  the  practice  on  both  sides,  from  the  begin- 
ning, has  been  to  .-mploy  the  paroled  pri.som-rs  themselves  as  the  guard  and  police 
force  of  their  camps. 

'•  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■RO.  OULD, 
"Agent  of  Ei-change." 

From  the  foreo'oinff  it  i.s  clear — 

First.  That  each  Govenimeut  has  the  right  to  establish  camps  at 
■which  to  assemble  their  paroled  iirisoiiers,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of 
that  right  they  have  assembled  tlieir  prisouers  at  Annapolis  and 
Petersburg,  or  Kicliuiond,  respectively. 

Second.  That  while  these  prisouers  may  not  be  re(|uired  ■'  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  enemy,"  or  -.serve  as  a  military  police  or  constabulary 
force  to_any  fort,  garrison,  or  held- work  held  by  either  of  the  respective 
parties,"  nor  -'act  as  guards  of  pri.sons.  depots,  or  stores"  belonging 
to  the  general  army  actually  in  the  field;  yet  they  may  be  retjuired 
"to  submit  to  military  control  in  the  camp,"  and  may  be  employed  '■  for 
the  purpose  of  organization,  discipline,  and  instruction  without  violat- 
ing the  obligations  of  the  ])arole  or  terms  of  the  cartel  between  the 
Confederate  States  and  the  Cnited  States."' 


"  For  full  text  of  these  letters,  see  pp.  717,  710,  respectively. 
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Organization,  discipline,  and  instractioa  involves,  neeeasarily,  tha^ 
use  of  arms,  these  being  indispensable  for  purposes  of  drill,  for  the  . 
enforcement  of  orders,  aad  for  the  protection  of  the  subsistence  and 
other  stores  indispensable  for  the  support  of  the  prisoners  themselves. 

Q'he  lieutenant-general  commanding,  therefore,  hereby  orders  all 
paroled  prisoners,  whether  officers  or  men,  belonging  to  the  garrison  of 
Vicksburg  or  Port  Hudson,  to  report  for  duty  within  fifteen  days  at 
the  paroled  camp  at  Enterprise,  or  be  held  and  treated  as  deserters. 

By  order: 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding,  &c. 


Executive  ^Mansion,  January  12,  1864. 
The  Senate  OF  the  United  States: 

lu  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  conveyed  in  their  reso- 
lutions of  the  16th  of  December,  1S63,  desiring  any  information  in  my 
possession  relative  to  the  alleged  exceptional  treatment  of  Kansas 
troops  when  captured  by  those  in  rebellion,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  reports 
from  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  the  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  relative  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolutions. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOL2T. 

[Inclosui-e.] 

War  Department,  Washinf/ton.  January  11,  1864. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of 
the  General-iu-Chief  and  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  made  in 
response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  16th 
ultimo,  referred  by  you  to  this  Department,  rerjuesting  information  rela- 
tive to  the  treatment  of  volunteers  from  the  State  of  Kansas  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  rebels. 

The  resolution  is  herewith  returned. 

Very  respectully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTO^^, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Sub-incloaiiru  Xo.  1] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

December  16,  1863. 
Whereas,  it  is  ])ositively  stated  by  respectable  parties,  returned  pris- 
oners from  the  rebel  States,  that  the  volunteers  from  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas, taken  prisoners  by  the  rebels  are,  and  have  been  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rebellion,  invariably  put  to  death,  when  recognized 
as  such,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  any  informarion  in  his  possession  on  this  subject. 
Attest : 

.1.  W.  FORNEY, 

Secretary. 

!■  !T--L    indorseraent.] 

December  17,  1863. 
Respectfullv  referred  hv  tlie  i'lesident  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War. 

J  NO.  G.  NICOLA  Y, 

Private  Secretary, 
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(Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  December  37,  186.3. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutaut-Geueriil  for  report. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  K.  S.  OANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Third  indorsenjent.] 

Ad.tutamt-Genebal's  Office,  January  i,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I^'othing  can  be  found  on  the  tiles  of  this  ottice  in  relation  to  the  i)ut- 
ting  to  death  of  Kansas  volunteers  taken  prisoners  by  the  rebels. 

Inclosed  is  the  report  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  on  the 
subject. 

E.  D.  TOWXSEND, 
Assintant  Adjutant-  General. 


Office  of  CoMMissARY-GEiiERAi.  dP  Prisoners, 

WKshington.  £>.  ('..  January  3,  1864. 
Col.   E.   D.   TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washimjtnn.  I>.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  two  resolutions 
which  accompanied  your  note  of  the  ;JOth  ultimo. 

There  is  nothing  on  the  records  of  this  otlice  to  show  the  manner  in 
whicli  our  wounded  and  dead  soldiers  have  been  treated  oij  tlie  battle- 
tield  by  the  rebels,  nor  is  there  anything  to  show  that  Kansas  volun- 
teers have  been  put  to  death  on  being  taken  prisoners.  Only  tiftyeight 
enlisted  men  of  Kansas  regiments  can  be  found  on  the  records  as  hav- 
ing been  delivered  on  parole  by  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMA2f, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  January  12,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Commanding  at  Sew   Fork. 

General:  You  are  directed  to  investigate  the  cases  of  persons 
arrested  and  detained  in  Fort  Lafayette  and  other  military  prisons  in 
your  command  (other  than  prisoners  of  war)  and  to  detail  and  organize 
courts-martial  and  military  commissions  for  the  trial  of  all  persons 
against  whom  there  shall  be  any  evidence  of  violating  the  laws  of  w:ir, 
in  order  that  they  may  have  a  speedy  trial  and  punishment.  Persons 
against  whom  no  evidence  appears,  and  no  reason  for  their  detention. 
you  will  please  report  to  this  Department,  stating  when  and  by  what 
authority  they  were  arrested  and  your  recommendation  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  in  their  cases.  Your  immediate  and  diligent  attention 
to  the  execution  of  this  order  is  re(iuested.  i'ou  will  acknowled^re  its 
receipt. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX. 

Secretary  nf   War. 
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Hdqes.  Dept.  of  ViEaiwiA  and  North  Cabolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  12,  1864, 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.:  « 

Sir:  Tour  note  addressed  to  Major-General  Hitchcock,  in  relation  to 
the  appointment  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  a  commis- 
sioner of  exchange,  is  returned. 

This  Government  claims  and  exercises  the  power  of  appointing  its 
own  agents  to  represent  its  interests,  irrespective  of  any  supposed 
sanction  by  the  Confederate  authorities. 

Xo  right  of  declaration  of  outlawry  by  those  authorities  of  any  officer 
or  soldier  of  the  United  States  can  be  admitted  or  for  a  moment  regarded 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  it  certainly  will  not  be  by 
the  persons  upon  whom  such  intimidation  is  attempted. 

I  am  instructed  to  renew  the  otter,  leaving  all  other  questions  in 
abeyance,  to  exchange  man  for  man  and  officer  for  officer  of  equal  rank 
actually  held  in  custody  by  either  party,  until  all  prisoners  of  war  so 
held  are  thus  exchanged.  I  take  leave  to  express  the  hope,  from 
humane  considerations  to  those  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  on  either 
side,  that  this  offer  will  be  accepted. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  inform  you  that  unless  the  flag  of  truce 
sent  forward  under  the  sanction  of  the  commanding  general  of  this 
department  is  recognized  and  respected  by  your  authorities,  all  further 
communication  between  this  Government  and  the  Confederate  author- 
ities by  flag  of  truce  must  cease,  however  much  the  loss  of  its  amelio- 
rating influences  upon  the  rigors  of  what  ought  to  be  a  civilized  warfare 
is  to  be  regretted ;  but  the  responsibility  of  such  determination  must 
be  left  with- those  wliom  you  represent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  Commanding  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Vhiginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  1:J,  1S64. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  It  is  desirable  that  a  list  of  all  the  prisoners  held  by  either 
belligerents,  whether  officers  or  soldiers,  should  be  furnished  to  each 
office  of  exchange,  and  also  a  list  of  all  who  have  died  on  either  side 
while  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  an  arrangement  should  be  made  by  which 
monthly  lists  shall  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as  practicable,  up  to  the 
first  of  each  month,  of  the  persons  captured  and  who  have  died  on  both 
sides. 

I  am  prepared  to  send  forward  a  list  up  to  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1803,  and  to  continue  so  to  furnish,  upon  condition  that  you  will  do  the 
same,  monthly  lists  of  prisoners  and  deaths  as  above  suggested. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  that  your  lists  already  furnished  contain 
the  names  o"  only  some  1-3  deaths.  VV^ould  we  could  hope  that  list  is 
correct,  but  it  is  impossible. 

Please  see  to  it,  if  this  arrangement  is  made,  that  we  have  accurate 
lists  of  all  the  deaths  in  all  the  prisons  and  prisoners'  camps  wherein 
our  officers  or  men  are  held  by  your  autliorities,  and  on  our  part  it  is 
stipulated  that  the  utmost  pains  shall  be  taken  to  make  like  accurate 
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lists  of  the  oflicera  and  men,  both  living  and  dead,  who  are  and  have 
been  held  by  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEX  J.  F.  BUTLEE, 

Major- General  Commanding  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  12,  1864. 
HoTi.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  It  is  reported  that  yoa  have  stipulated,  if  evidence  is  produced, 
that  the  ofdoeis  and  crews  of  the  steamers  Emily  aud  Arrow,  captured 
about  May  •'),  1863,  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment when  captured,  the  officers  and  men  can  be  released  from  close 
confinement,  in  which  we  are  informed  they  are,  and  treated  as  other 
prisoners  of  war. 

I  iDclose  the  evidence  of  the  fact  for  your  information,*  and  respect- 
fully ask  that  you  will  inform  me  if  the  officers  and  crews  of  such  boats 
can  or  are  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BCTLEK, 
Major-General  Commanding  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Yirginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va.,  January  12,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  previous  arrangements  fifteen  civilians  are 
sent  up  for  exchange  for  a  like  number  of  civilians  held  as  prisoners  by 
your  authorities. 

Please  receive  them,  and  return  the  men  for  whom  they  are  sent 
forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  Commanding  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,    Va..  January  12,  1864. 

Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  receipt  roll  aud  certificate  of  thirteen  men 
claiming  to  be  master,  master's  mate,  and  seamen  in  the  (;.  S.  Navy, 
captured  at  Aocomac,  Va.,  who  were  said  to  be  in  irons  at  Fort 
McHenry,  and  because  of  whose  confinement  certain  officers  and  sailors 
of  the  D".  S.  Navy,  in  the  hands  of  your  authorities,  were  put  in  irons 
in  retaliation. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  certificate  that  they  have  been  received  by  me 
at  Fort  Norfolk,  and  are  therein  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  are 
not  in  irons.  One  of  the  men,  captured  at  the  same  time,  made  his 
escape  from  Fort  McHenry. 

*  luolosure  nut  tbiinil. 
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I  need  not  call  yonr  attention  to  the  necessity  of  striking  off  the 
irons  from  those  meu  whom  you  hold  thus  in  retaliation. 

Please  advise  me  that  it  is  so  doue  that  I  may  inform  the  friends  of 
the  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  Commanding  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissionee  fob  Exchange,     . 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Jamiary  12,  1864. 
Hon.  RoBEET  Otjld, 

Confederate  Agent  of  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 
Sir:  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  furnish  me  with  all  the  information 
you  may  be  able  to  obtain  concerning  William  Xelsou,  uow'supposed 
to  be  a  prisoner  in  your  hands  f 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Headquaeters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  January  13,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Sineteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  By  direction  of  Brigadier- General  Stone,  chief  of  staff, 
&c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  lists  of  prisoners  captured  by 
the  command  of  Major-Gentral  Banks  from  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
K.  Taylor,  and  to  be  embraced  in  the  terms  of  a  cartel  lately  executed 
between  Maj.  W.  M.  Levy,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Major-General 
Taylor,  and  myself,  ou  the  part  of  Major-General  Banks. 

That  cartel  provides  that  lists  of  prisoners  shall  be  furnished  by  said 
commissioners,  respectively,  to  each  other,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  you  will  cause  the  accompanying  lists  to  be  furnished  to 
Major  Levy  by  the  first  opportunity,  under  flag  of  truce,  and  will 
receive  from  Major  Levy,  in  return,  the  lists  of  the  prisoners  to  be 
exchanged  for  them  by  Major-General  Taylor. 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  the  greater  number  of  prisoners  embraced  in  the 
accompanying  lists  have  been  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  New  York. 
Measures  have  already  been  taken  to  procure  the  return  to  this 
department,  for  exchange,  of  such  of  those  prisoners  as  have  not 
already  been  exchanged  or  delivered  on  parole  by  the  authorities  to 
whom  they  were  sent. 

You  will  please  communicate  this  fact  to  Major  Levy,  with  the  lists 
of  prisoners. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  O.  D  WIGHT, 

Colonel,  lie. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  13,  1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

SiE:  The  offer  of  ilr.  Silas  E.  Burrows,  by  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  to  visit  Richmond  to  eflect  the  Liberation  of  the  pris- 
oners of  war  in  rebel  hamls  is  very  noble,  and  altogether  in  character 
and  keeping  with  the  world-wide  ie[)utatu)n  of  Mr.  Burrows  for  benev- 
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oleuce  and  pbihmtliropy,  but  I  apprehend  that  he  overestimates  the 
pliability  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  who  are  in  jjower  in  Richmond. 

The  authorities  in  Richmond  have  a  purpose  in  view  in  their  distinct 
refusal  to  release  the  prisoners  of  war  in  their  hands  except  upon  cer- 
tain declared  conditions,  and  1  cannot  well  conceive  how  they  would 
concede  to  the  personal  intluence  of  an  individual,  or  to  his  arguments 
and  repicsentations,  that  which  they  will  not  surrender  to  their  sense 
of  the  claims  of  liumanity  upon  them. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  any  individual,  however  eminent  he 
may  be,  or  whatever  relations  he  may  be  supposed  to  have  to  individ- 
uals in  the  South,  can  lay  before  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  any  con- 
siderations of  weight  with  them  which  they  are  not  already  in  full 
possession  of. 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  rebels  at  this  time  are  in  such  straits  that 
they  cannot  be  moved  by  considerations  of  mere  humanity,  which  Mr. 
Burrows  would  be  likely  to  urge,  and  I  feel  ipiite  certain  that  an  indi- 
vidual inrtueuce,  as  already  intimated,  would  be  utterly  and  absolutely 
disregarded. 

The  offer  to  exchange,  grade  for  grade  and  man  for  man,  with  the 
rebels  has  been  again  and  again  refused,  and  unless  Mr.  Burrows  can 
indicate  some  other  proposal  as  proper  to  be  made,  I  do  not  think  the 
public  interest  would  be  advanced  by  accepting  his  generously  proffered 
services. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major- (Jt^itfral,  cOc. 


Office  Cojimissioner  of  Exchange, 

Fort  .][onroe,  Va..  Jiountri/  Ir!,  i.^v;/. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  of  Exchange,  Ekhmowl,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  send  forward  Henry  M. 
Wartield,  who  proposes  to  effect  a  special  exchange  between  Brigadier- 
(ieneral  Trimble  and  .Major  White.    This,  of  course,  will  be  indei)endent 
of  all  other  i[uestions  between  these  Governments. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  iSrc. 

be'x.t.  f.  ncTLEt;, 

Major-Generid  ami   ('otn^niasiontr  nf  K.rvliaug^'. 


Fort  ^[onroe,  Va.,  -lannunj  1",.  IS04.     'Received  ."i.l'O  p.  m.) 
Maior-(ieneral  Hitchcock: 

I  have  forwardeil  Mr.  Wartield  this  morning  to  exchange  Trimble  for 
White.  We  shall  only  be  spit  upon  for  the  otl'er.  Please  order  all  the 
prisoners  of  war  from  Fort  Delaware,  Fort  Mcllenry,  and  (_'a[)itol 
l)rison  down  to  Point  Lookout.  Am  I  expected  to  take  tiiem  at 
Baltimore ' 

ben.j.  f.  r.uTLKi;, 

.][ajor-Oent'riil. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Jiiininrii  I'-:.  L^iil. 
"Maj.  Gen.  X.  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army; 

I  send,  as  per  agreement,  prisoners  of  war  to  be  cxciian^ied  at  Her- 
nando. 
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Vou  will  letmii,  it"  you  have  them,  officer  for  officer  and  raau  for  man, 
the  surplus  on  either  side  to  be  released  from  subsecjuent  captures. 

With  this  exchange  I  am  compelled  to  close  the  system.  J\Iy  orders 
are  such  that  after  the  conclusion  of  tliis  transfer  I  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  receive  or  deliver  prisoners  by  this  irregular  mode  of 
exchange. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  aclinowledge  the  courteous  tenor  of  your  com- 
munications, and  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Mii/or-aeneral,  !'.  ,V.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Office  0(iMMissARY(iENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

]Vi(xhi)>tifon,  D.  C,  Janudvy  l-'-J,  1864. 

Col.  A.  J.  Johnson, 

Comminuliixj  Depot  Prisoners;  of  War,  Rock  Island,  III.: 
Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  to 
ref|uest  that  all  prisoners  of  war  under  your  charge  may  Ije  informed 
that  for  the  present  no  more  discharges  will  be  granted,  but  those  who 
do  not  wish  to  be  sent  South  for  exchange  may  make  application  to 
you  to  that  effect,  and  you  will  forward  to  this  office  semi-monthly,  or 
oftener,  rolls  (jf  all  such  applicants,  giving  the  rank,  regiment,  and 
company,  when  and  where  captured,  and  in  the  column  of  remarks 
sucli  other  particulars  as  on  examination  you  may  think  necessary  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  case.  Cases  which  you  may  deem  of  an 
extraordinary  character  may  be  presented  separately.  No  prisoners  of 
war  who  have  made  application  to  be  released,  or  who  desire  to  remain 
Xorth,  will  be  sent  South  for  exchange,  unless  under  orders  from  this 
office. 

Very  respectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

'    '  W.  T.  HARTZ, 

Ciipta'ni   (luil  Assistiint  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  X.  C.  .McLean,  provost-marshal-general.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati;  Capt.  W.  C.  Tliorjie,  commanding. 
Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  and  Capt.  ^I.  Walsh,  commanding  Fort  Wood, 
Ijedloe's  Island.  Xew  York  Harbor.) 


WashingT(jn  City,  \K  ('.,  Januari/  IS,  18/)4.     ' 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler.  Conuniindinij.  d-r..  Fort  Monroe: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  the 
prisoners  at  Fort  Delaware,  Fort  .McIIenry.  and  (Capitol  i)rison,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  he  does  not  wish  them 
sent  to  Point  Lookout  at  pre>ent.  Those  at. Johnson's  Island  are  also 
detaiiHMl  for  the  ])reseiit  by  his  order. 

A'erv  respectfullv.  vour  oliedient  servant, 

!•:.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Mujor-deneral  of   Volantct  rs.  Coinniisnioner  for   E.vcttanije,  d"c. 
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Geneeal  Obdees,^  Hdqes,  U.  S.  Foeces       ■: 

>   AX  Sandusky  and  Johnson's  island^a 
^.'  No.  1.^  )  Sandusky,  Ohio,  January  14,  1864. 

I.  In  pursnance  of  orders  from  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army, 
the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 
assumes  command  of  this  post  and  Johnson's  Island,  and  the  troops 
thereat,  and  the  charge  of  the  prisoners  of  war  on  the  island. 

II.  The  Sixty-tifth  and  Sixty-seventh  Eegimentsof  New  York  Volun- 
teers, the  Twenty-third  and  Eighty-second  Kegiments  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  will  be  quartered  on  the  island.  The  division  quartermas- 
ter is  charged  witli  the  furnishing  of  the  necessary  quarters.  The  One 
hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York  Regiment  will  be  (juartered  in 
Sandusky  until  further  orders. 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fierson,  commanding  the  battalion  of  infan- 
try now  on  the  island,  will  continue  his  administrative  duties  and  his 
daily  military  duty  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  of  war  until  further 
orders. 

*  *  »  »  #  »  » 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Terry: 

ADAM  E.  KING, 
Captain  and  Assiatant  Adjutant-General. 


John  R.  Chambliss  and  others,  House  of  Representatives  [C.  S.],  ask 
that  it  be  demanded  that  General  Morgan's  officers  be  treated  as  other 
prisoners  of  war.* 

[Ind<,rs.Mneut.] 

January  14,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-Cieneral  Winder. 
Can  some  SO  or  100  officers  be  accommodated  in  the  Salisbury  peni- 
tentiary in   a  style  corresponding  to   the  treatment  ours  receive  at 
Columbus,  Ohio? 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond.  January  14,  1S64. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  <>/  War : 

In  obedience  to  your  request  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
statement  in  regard  to  the  extraordinary  treatment  which  I  and  a  large 
number  of  the  officers  of  my  command  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  After  our  capture,  I  and  sixty-nine  of  my  officers  were 
carried  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  we  were  scrubbed,  our  hair  cut  very 
close,  and  our  beards  shaved.  We  were  then  locked  up  in  cells,  where 
we  remained  for  two  days  in  solitary  continemeiit.  After  that  we  were 
allowed  the  privilege  of  walking  in  the  passageway  upon  which  our 
cells  opened,  and  which  was  twelve  feet  wide  and  about  ninety  feet  long, 
but  we  were  locked  up  every  day  at  4.30  o'clock  and  released  at  7  in 
the  morning. 

Our  treatment  was  in  all  respects  that  of  felons,  except  that  we  were 
not  habited  in  the  convict  dress.     Seventy  others  of  my  officers  were 


■  Comoiuuicatioa  of  Chambliss  and  others  not  t'ound. 
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sent  to  Allegheny  City  penitentiary,  where,  as  I  learned,  they  received 
similar  treatment.  I  was  informed  by  General  Burnside  that  this 
extraordinary  treatment  was  in  retaliation  for  the  treatment  which  my 
Government  had  accorded  to  Colonel  Streight  and  his  ofBcers,  and  that 
so  soon  as  Colonel  Streight  and  his  officers  were  placed  upon  the  f(>oting 
of  other  prisoners  of  war  we  would  be  released  and  treated  accordingly; 
These  are  briefly  the  facts  in  regard  to  oar  treatment,  and  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  you  take  such  action  in  the  matter  as  in  your 
discretion  yon  deem  necessary  and  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J2JO.  H.  MORGAIT, 
-    ^        •.  Brigadier- Oeaeral,  G.  S.  Armyri 


[  Januaet  15,  1864.— For  General  Orders,  No.  6,  Headquarters  Cav- 
alry Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  paragraph  11  of  which  is  in  following 
words : 

Every  guerrilla,  or  other  rebel,  wearing  the  nnifonn  of  a  U.  S.  soldier,  caught  in  the 
act  of  uiaking  war  against  any  of  the  forces  of  this  command,  will  be  hung  on  the 
spot — 

and  revocation  of  same  April  5,  1864,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  pp. 
383,  806.] 


Office  CommissaeyGeneeal  of  Pbisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  15,  1864. 
Col.  G.  W.  KmcAiD, 

Commanding  Military  Prison,  Alton,  III. : 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  reporting  that  many  of  the 
prison3r3  of  war  are  willing  and  anxious  to  enlist  in  the  U.  S.  service, 
and  calling  attention  to  a  class  of  boys  among  the  prisoners,  is  received, 
and  in  reply  I  have  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  instructions  already 
given  as  to  how  and  under  what  circumstances  prisoners  may  be  dis- 
charged, and  these  instructions  are  intended  to  cover  all  cases. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  op  Ameeica,  Wae  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  15,  1864. 
Hon.  Z.  B.  Vance,  Governor  of  Xorth  Carolina: 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  North  Carolina  troops  are  within  the  provisions 
of  the  cartel,  and  are  fully  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Confederate 
authorities.  If  any  cruelties  not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  war  are 
inflicted  upon  them  prompt  retaliation  will  follow.  Moreover,  as  these 
troops  are  acting  upon  your  orders,  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  you  from 
retaliating  upon  any  Yankees  whom  they  may  capture  for  any  outrages 
which  they  may  inflict  upon  your  people. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EO.  OULD, 
■  •  ■  Agent  of  Exchange. 
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General  Thomas  Jordan,  Cftw/ 0/ ;5f<a#.'  *'= 

General:  While  obeying  your  instructions  "to  examine  and  reporfer 
the  condition  of  the  Yankee  negro  prisoners,"  I  had  a  converaation 
with  H.  P.  Estelle,  an  inmate  of  the  institution,  and  one  apparently- 
well  versed  in  its  operations.  lie  stated  that  the  prisoners'  rations  a 
day  consisted  of  one  pound  of  rice  dour  or  corn-meal,  half  an  ounce 
of  salt,  half  an  ounce  of  soap,  one  pound  of  beef.  On  an  average  of  two 
weeks,  the  prisoners  lose  about  three  rations  of  their  meat  in  some  way; 
many  get  only  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  beef.  This  is  practiced  on 
those  who  submit,  or  are  afraid  to  assert  their  rights.  He  has  seen  the 
commissary  send  i)ieces  of  meat  away  from  the  prison  by  his  servant; 
has  bought  rice  and  salt  from  Colquit,  a  prisoner.  Colquit  and  one 
other  prisoner  weigh  rations  and  act  the  part  of  stewards.  Estelle 
said  the  jailer  and  turnkey  sell  things  to  the  prisoners  in  copartner- 
ship. Three  small  loaves  of  bread  for  $1;  a  plug  of  common  tobacco 
for  $3;  and  other  things  at  exorbitant  prices.  He  says  two-thirds  of 
the  men  are  without  blankets;  half  without  a  change  of  clothing;  con- 
sequently the  prison  is  full  of  vermin. 

I  went  among  the  Federal  prisoners;  they  had  no  blankets;  they  get 
one  meal  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  the  negro  department  I  saw  a  few 
blankets.  The  jailer  said  the  negroes  received  the  same  rations  the 
white  prisoners  did ;  that  the  rations  were  cooked  for  the  most  of  them, 
some  few  cooked  for  themselves.  The  negroes  look  as  if  they  were 
poorly  fed.  I  asked  one  if  he  got  enough  to  eat;  he  said  he  did  by 
working  about  the  otflce,  but  the  others  did  not. 

A  lot  of  condemned  blankets  had  been  sent  to  prison  for  the  negroes. 
The  tioors  looked  clean ;  the  rooms  have  an  unpleasant  smell,  especially 
where  the  negroes  sleep.  As  a  prison  the  arrangements  are  shocking. 
In  our  present  condition,  I  suppose  we  cannot  do  much  better,  but  I  do 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  prisoners  should  have  at  least  straw  for 
beds,  and  that  their  rations  be  cooked  and  given  to  them  at  regular 
hoars.  The  Yankee  prisoners  told  me  that  they  did  not  get  their  food 
some  days  until  3  o'clock.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  provost-mar- 
shal to  make  frequent  and  thorough  inspections  of  the  prisons,  I 
respectfully  submit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  PLTNT  BRTA2T, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Medical  Director's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  !.'>,  1864. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  many  prisoners  are  men  worn  down 
by  disease,  fatigue,  and  hardship,  and  these  conditions  being  aggra- 
vated by  confinement  and  the  hardships  inseparable  from  prison  life, 
cause  the  death  of  many,  and  others  to  be  totally  unfit  for  the  duties  of 
a  soldier.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  all  such  Federal  prisoners  as  a 
competent  board  of  examining  surgeons  report  as  totally  unfit  for  any 
military  duty  and  proper  cases  for  discharge  from  service  be  paroled 
and  offered  to  l^he  Federal  agent  of  exchange  for  return  to  the  iforth, 
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and  ab  the  same  time  that  application  be  made  for. similar  privileges  for  ^ -  _^. 

our  own  soldiers  held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  United  States^.  -  f^f^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  .?. 

WM.  A.  CAEELNGTOls^,  •         ^1 

Medical  Director.  ;  :£ 


Fort  Monkob,  January  16,  1864.     (Received  6.20  p.  m.) 
Secretary  of  War:  •  - 

Flag-of-truce  boat  from  Bichmond  arrived.  'So  news  of  interest  of 
army  movements.  If  you  are  not  coming  here,  it  may  be  necessary 
tliat  I  see  you  soon  upon  exchange  business.  I  think  we  may  have  it 
within  ourcoutrol.  Shall  I  come  to  Washington  for  a  day,  if  necessary? 
Please  say  to  the  President  that  the  published  copy  of  Mallory's  report 
is  genuine.     I  will  have  a  copy  next  boat. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
;"      .         ',        .    .  Major- General,  CommaTiding.-: 


War  DEPARTirENT,  Washington,  January  16,  1864.-'""': 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe: 

It  is  uncertain  when  I  can  leave  here.    To  avoid  delay,  you  will  come 
to  Washington  if  a  personal  conference  is  necessary. 

EDWIN  M.  STAXTOif.- 


CrNCINNATI,  Ohio,  January  16,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C.: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  thoroughly  inspected 
McLean  Barracks,  the  only  prison  at  this  post  where  prisoners  of  war 
or  political  prisoners  are  detained.  Lieutenant-Colouel  Eastman,  First 
Infantry,  commandant  of  the  post,  very  kindly  accompanied  me  on  my 
inspection  and  gave  immediate  orders  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  sug- 
gestions which  1  found  it  necessary  to  make.  McLean  Barracks  is 
situated  on  West  Third  street,  in  this  city,  and  consists  of  a  large 
three-story  brick  building,  formerly  used  as  a  German  orphan  asylum. 
The  first  floor  is  used  as  quarters  and  kitchen  for  the  guard,  and  is  in 
a  tolerable  state  of  police.  The  second  floor  contains  the  office  and  a 
room  about  fifteen  by  tweuty  by  twelve  feet  in  tlimensions,  for  the 
detention  of  prisoners.  This  room  has  three  windows,  and  is  well 
heated  by  a  large  stove.  Bunks  for  twenty  four  men  are  arranged  in 
three  tiers  around  the  room.  The  police  is  not  very  good.  On  this 
floor  is  also  the  prisoners'  kitchen,  containing  a  large  cooking  stove 
and  an  apparatus  for  heating  water.  The  cooking  utensils  are  suf- 
ficient and  in  very  good  order,  but  the  general  police  of  the  kitcheu  is 
bad.  The  cooking  is  done  by  a  detail  from  the  prisoners.  Ou  the  third 
floor  is  a  large  room,  about  twenty-five  by  thirty-five  by  ten  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  which  at  present  contains  tweuty-seven  prisoners. 
One  corner  of  this  room  is  partitioned  otf  and  contains  two  spies,  with 
ball  and  chain.  The  room  is  well  ligiited  and  is  warmed  by  two  large 
stoves.  There  are  no  bunks,  the  prisoners  spreading  their  blankets  on 
the  floor.  The  police  of  the  room  is  very  good.  The  sink  is  in  the 
small  back  yard.  It  is  a  deep  vault  and  very  foul.  The  privy  building 
is  in  a  filthy  condition.  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water  trom 
the  city  works.     Xo  arrangement  is  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
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1 
sick,  such  being  at  once  removed  to  the  U.  S.  general*  hospitah  -  At"  ^ 

present  there  is  bat  one  case  of  illness,  and  that  bat  slight^  A  medicafc  i 

officer  visits  the  prison  daily  to  give  attention  to  such  as  need  it.    Hff'  3 

is  said  to  perform  his  duties  well.    There  are  at  present  forty-four-  1 

prisoners,  mostly  political,  confined  in  this  prison.    No  prison  fund  haa  "J 

accumulated;  merely  sufficient  being  saved  to  furnish  lights  and  cook-  -l 

ing  utensils.    The  suggestions  which  I  found  it  necessary  to  make  were  1 

that  the  interior  of  the  whole  building  be  whitewashed  at  least  once  i 

per  month;  that  it  be  at  once  cleaned  and  purified,  and  that  stricter  i 

attention  be  paid  to  police.  • 

I  leave  to-morrow  for  Louisville,  staying  at  the  Gait  House,  aud 
thence  to  Indianapolis,  staying  at  the  Bates  House. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
iSurf/eon  and  Acting  Medical.  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  17,  1864. 
MaJ.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

Sir:  I  received  tliis  morning  the  inclosed  communications  from 
Colonel  Spear,  commanding  the  exterior  line,  near  Norfolk. 

I  reported  some  time  since  to  the  War  Department  the  action  of 
Brigadier-General  Wild,  to  which  this  is  in  retaliation.  Were  this  the 
act  of  General  Pickett  simply,  I  should  readily  know  what  course  to 
pursue,  but  it  is  evidently  the  act  of  the  Confederate  Government. 

Private  Jones,  Company  B,  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,*  was  evidently 
taken  from  among  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Richmond  and  turned  over 
to  General  Pickett  for  this  purpose;  therefore  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
subject  for  the  action  of  the  Government,  not  for  the  action  of  a  com- 
mander of  a  department. 

The  strongest  evidence  that  this  is  the  action  of  the  Confederate 
Government  which  I  have  is  the  fact  that  we  have  no  Ohio  troops  iu 
the  department  upon  whom  vengeance  could  have  been  wreaked  in 
this  way. 

This  action  may  be  as  well  met  now  as  at  any  time.  Our  Govern- 
ment has  suffered  its  officers  and  soldiers  to  be  outlawed  for  doing 
their  duty.  It  has  sufl'ered  its  prisoners  to  be  starved  without  retalia- 
tion, and  now  hanging  is  superadded.  I  state  the  fact.  I  do  not  pre- 
sume to  otter  advice. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hinton  to  me 
upon  this  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  most  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

Bl'lNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
M<tjor-  (rcncral,  <  'ommandintj. 

[Infl..»ure  \o.  1  ] 

flEAD(,>T-ARTERS    L".  S.  FORCES, 

Xeur  Portmnoiith,   Va.,  January  16,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina: 
General:  Pardon  me  for  addressing  you  direct  in  an  official  com- 
munication, but  the  nature  is  such  that  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  do  so 
and  to  send  the  documents  by  an  officer  as  special  messenger. 

-  Bat  see  Butler  to  Halleck,  Jiinuary  20,  p.  858. 
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As  soon  aft  the  information  relative  to  the  banging  of  the  unfortunate 
man  reached  me  I  at  first  could  not  believe  it,  and  directed  Colonel? 
Smith  to  send  at  once  and  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  statement,  the 
result  of  which  is  conclusive*    (See  document  marked  B.) 

The  body  is  now  in  ray  possession  and  I  shall  have  it  properly  buried 
in  my  inclosure  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day,  uuless  otherwise  instructed  by 
the  commanding  general. 

Eelative  to  the  statement  of  the  citizens  of  Pasquotank  County 
(marked  A),  most  of  them  are  known  to  -me,  and  those  I  know  to  be 
loyall  have  marked  (X)  in  red  ink;  the  balance  are  what  they  term 
here  neutral. 

The  original  placard  (a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed)  is  in  my  possession 
subject  to  your  order. 

Trusting  that  my  action  in  the  case  may  meet  with  approval,  and 
respectfully  requesting  information  relative  to  the  burial  of  the  body 
by  return  messenger,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  P.  SPEAK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


State  of  J^orth  Caeolina, 
Pasquotank  County,  January  13,  1864. 
General  Getty: 

Dear  Sir  :  We,  the  subscribers,  regret  to  say  that  there  was  found 
this  morning  a  dead  man  (aud  still  hanging)  in  our  neighborhood.  As 
the  inclosed  scrip  was  found  pinned  to  his  back,  will  show  you  by  whom 
it  was  done.  We  have  made  a  suitable  box  and  buried  him  near  the 
place  he  was  found  hung.  Should  his  friends  wish  to  get  his  body  they 
can  get  it  by  applying  to  any  of  the  subscribers. 

We  trust  that  you  will  not  attach  any  blame  to  any  of  the  citizens  of 
this  neighborhood,  as  we  were  entirely  ignorant  of  any  of  the  circum- 
stances until  we  found  the  body.  From  all  we  can  learn  he  was  brought 
across  the  Chowan  River  to  this  place,  and  as  soon  as  the  men  who  had 
him  in  charge  had  hung  him  they  went  back. 

JAMES  FORBES. 
i^^EWTON  C.  JONES. 
-       .  [And  nine  others.] 

;^'  [Inclosure.] 


Here  hangs  Private  Samuel  Jones,  of  Company  B,  Fifth  Ohio  Regi- 
ment, by  order  of  MajorGeneral  Pickett,  in  retaliation  for  Private 
Daniel  Bright,  of  Company  L.  Sixty  second  Georgia  Regiment  (Colonel 
GrifBn's),  hung  December  IS,  1863.  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Wild. 

B. 

Headquarters,  Deep  Creel-,  Va.,  Janunry  16,  1864. 
Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  Commandiwj  Division  : 

Colonel:  According  to  instructions,  I  sent  out  a  company  of  cav- 
alry under  command  of  Captain  Alman;  they  proceeded  to  South  Mills 
and  sent  a  detachment  of  twelve  men  aud  a  lieutenant  to  the  turnpike 
gate,  where  Samuel  Jones,  of  Company  B,  Fifth  Ohio  Regiment,  was 
executed.     He  was  hung  on  Tuesday,  the  12th. 

One  Mr.  Williamson,  living  near  by,  on  Wednesday  made  a  coffin,  cut 
him  down,  and  buried  him  in  the  tield  opposite. 
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Captain  Almatt  was  instrneted  to  bring  the  remains  in,  which  he  has 
done,  and  I  send  them  in  ambulance  to  these  headquarters  for  your  dis- 
posal, also  a  pair  of  handcuffs  which  was  taken  from  his  wrists,,  which 
are  rather  ugly  things. 
Nothing  further  of  interest  to  report.  '"■  f -^  ;  - 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
..,-:-.,  M.B.SMITH, 

.,.-,,,,■  -v.       .--'■  Colonel,  Commanding  Deep  Creek. 

[Incl.isiireNo.  2.1 

Headquarters  North  Carolina  State  Forces, 

Murfreenborough,  N.  C,  January  15,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  C  S.  Army, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe: 

General:  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
Brigadier  General  Wild,  of  the  I'.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  EUiolt,  of  the 
Sixty-sixth  Kegiment  JSforth  Carolina  State  Troops.  From  the  general 
tenor  of  the  letter,  and  from  the  fact  that  it  is  addressed  to  an  officer 
of  my  command,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  General  Wild  intended 
his  threat  against  "  guerrillas ''  to  be  applied  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command. 

The  Sixty-eighth  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  State  Troops,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  command,  was  organized  under  authority  obtained 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  its  officers  are  regularly  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor.  With  this  explanation  I  desire  to  know 
whether  it  is  your  purpose  to  pursue  the  policy  indicated  in  General 
Wild's  letter  to  Captain  Elliott,  in  the  event  you  should  hereafter  cap- 
ture any  of  the  officers  or  uieu  of  my  command,  or  are  they  to  be  recog- 
nized and  treated  as  other  prisoners  of  war? 

I  have  captured  a  goodly  number  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  and  Navy  and  have  uniformly  treated  them  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

I  desire  to  treat  those  I  may  capture  hereafter  similarly,  but  as  a 
matter  of  course,  I  shall  be  guided  in  the  future  in  my  treatment  to 
your  men  by  the  answer  I  receive  to  this  letter. 

I  desire  further  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  ladies 
whose  names  are  mentioned  in  General  Wild's  letter  are,  as  I  am 
informed,  still  held  in  close  confinement  in  the  city  of  Norfolk.  I  want 
to  know  whether  it  is  your  purpose  to  hold  these  ladies  as  "  hostages" 
for  a  soldier  legitimately  captured? 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  a  speedy  reply  to  this  communication. 
Eespectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

'    "  .lAMES  W.  HINTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Xorth  Carolina  State  Forces. 


Elizabeth  City,  December  17,  1863. 
John  T.  Elliott.  Captain  of  Guerrillas  : 

Sir:  I  still  hold  in  custody  Mrs.  Munden  and  Mrs.  Weeks  as  host- 
ages for  the  colored  soldier  taken  by  you.  As  lie  is  treated  so  shall 
they  be,  even  to  hanging.  By  this  time  you  know  that  I  am  in  earnest. 
Guerrillas  are  to  be  treated  as  pirates.  You  wdl  never  have  rest  until 
you  renounce  your  present  course  or  join  the  regular  Confederate  Army. 

KDWL).  A.  WILD. 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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DATEHPOBGPi  JantMry  18, 1864. . 
Cor.  R,  0;  Wood,  Assistant  Surgeon-Oeneral,  U.  Si  Army!f^-  -     . 

Dear  Sir  :  After  several  delays  and  small  railroad  disasters  I  arrived 
at  Rock  Island  yesterday  and  immediately  set  about  finding  out  the^ 
truth  of  the  reports  of  sutfering  among  the  prisoners.  To-day  I  have 
visited  all  the  barraclis,  &c.,  and  hospitals  on  the  island  and  conversed 
with  most  of  the  otBcers.  The  couclasion  of  my  investigations  thus  far 
is  that  the  statements  of  the  papers  were  for  the  most  part  untrue  or 
greatly  exaggerated.  Almost  all  the  suffering  that  has  actually  occurred 
has  been  in  consequence  of  the  transportation  of  prisoners  during  the 
extreme  cold  weather  and  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  smallpox  among 
them.  There  is  yet  no  hospital  building  large  enough  to  accommodate 
the  sick,  but  several  buildings  intended  as  barracks  for  prisoners  have 
been  used  for  hospitals  and  are  well  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  sick 
all  have  straw  beds  and  sufficient  blankets  to  keep  warm.  The  stoves 
and  fuel  have  been  obtained  from  Davenport  by  purchase  out  of  the 
prison  fund.  The  vaccine  virus  sent  by  Doctor  Magruder  has  been: 
received  and  was  being  used  with  promptitude.  It  is  perhaps  desirable 
that  additional  medical  help  be  obtained,  especially  as  some  of  the  con- 
tract physicians  desire  to  leave  at  the  expiration  of  the  month.  Doctor 
Moxley,  surgeon  in  charge,  has  or  will  write"  you  on  that  subject.  It 
will  uot,  I  think,  be  necessary  for  me  to  employ  other  contract  physi- 
citius  than  those  already  ou  duty.  Medicines  are  supposed  to  be  on  the 
way  from  Saint  Louis  and  also  hospital  supplies.  I  hope  these  will 
arrive  as  expected  and  that  requisitions  made  on  the  purveyor  at  Louis- 
ville will  be  filled  promptly.  When  these  arrive  there  will  be  no  defi- 
ciency. Prisoners  are  coming  in  rapidly;  about  60  yesterday,  500 
to  day,  and  telegrams  advising  that  1,000  or  more  are  ou  the  way. 
Others  ought  not  to  be  sent  until  these  are  comfortably  provided  for. 
Ill  short,  1  do  not  see  how  the  sutfering  that  ^actually  occurred  could 
have  been  prevented  by  any  agency  short  of  that  which  sent  the  unex- 
pected and  unprecedented  cold  weather. 
Yours,  truly, 

,  F.  S.  TOWNSHEND, 

■  Medical  Inspector,  U.  8.  Army..' 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  say  that  two  excellert  buildings  are  just  finished 
for  smallpox  cases  away  from  the  other  buildings. 


Report  of  inspection  of  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.,  made  by  order  of 
Col.  K.  G.  Wood,  assistant  surgeon-general,  U.  S.  Army,  by  Edward 
I).  Kittoe,  surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  January  18,  1864. 

R.  C.  Wood,  Assistant  Surgeon- General,  U.  S.  Army : 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  bearing  date  January  16,  1864,  I 
proceeded  to  examine  Camp  Douglas,  at  Chicago,  IlL,  and  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  of  my  inspection: 

I  visited  Camp  Douglas  on  the  i8th  of  January,  1864.  On  present- 
ing your  order  to  Colonel  De  Land,  commandant  of  the  camp,  he 
attended  me  over  the  premises  and  afforded  me  all  information  required. 

The  site  of  Camp  Douglas  is  very  objectionable  as  a  depot  for  troops. 
The  ground  is  low  and  fiat,  rendering  drainage  imperfect  and  difficult 
to  be  effected.  Its  proximity  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  consequent  expo- 
sure to  the  cold,  damp  winds  from  off'  this  large  body  of  water,  with  the 
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flat,  marshy  character  of  the  soil,  must  of  necessity  create  a  tendency 
to  disease  of  the  respiratory  organs,  which  fact,  I  thinkiMis,  clearly 
demonstrated  by  reference  to  reports  of  disease  prevalent  during  the 
month  of  December.  At  this  time  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow 
and  the  frost  is  severe.  When  the  frost  gives  way  and  fogs  and  usual 
dampness  of  spring  succeed,  in  conjunction  with  the  surroundings  of 
large  cattle  yards,  slaughter-houses,  and  other  offensive  matter  usual  to 
the  suburbs  of  large  cities,  may  it  not  be  reasonably  expected  that  dis- 
ease will  assume  a  low  or  typhoid  type,  and,  per  consequence,  the  rate 
of  mortality  be  largely  increased?  The  cases  of  disease  denominated 
"epidemic  catarrh"  would,  I  think,  be  more  appropriately  named 
endemic. 

In  addition  to  these  objectionable  features,  in  a  sanitary  point  of 
view,  Camp  Douglas,  as  a  jjjace  of  security  for  the  confinement  of  pris- 
oners, is  otherwise  illy  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  nature  of  the  soil 
is  such  as  to  render  tunneling  (the  method  of  escape  which  has  been 
most  common  and  successful)  easy  of  accomplishment.  The  extent  of 
ground  occupied  renders  the  employment  of  a  large  force  necessary  to 
guard  the  inmates,  and,  being  in  the  suburbs  of  the  large  and  populous 
city  of  Chicago,  notorious  for  containing  numbers  of  persons  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  prisoners  and  with  rebellious  proclivities,  almost  cer- 
tainly prevents  the  possibility  of  recapture  after  escape  is  once  effected. 
The  barracks  occupied  by  the  troops  who  garrison  the  camp  are  for 
the  most  part  new,  well  built  of  lumber,  raised  sufficiently  from  the 
ground,  well  ventilated  and  warmed,  with  good  and  convenient  mess- 
halls  and  kitchens.  The  quarters  of  the  men  are  well  kept,  clean,  and 
comfortable.  The  men's  persons  are  clean,  as  is  also  their  clothing. 
The  state  of  discipline  appears  to  be  good. 

The  quality  and  supply  of  rations  is  good,  as  is  also  the  cooking;  the 
guard-rooms  are  convenient  and  comfortable;  the  supply  of  water  from 
hydrants  is  abundant  and  of  good  quality. 

The  sinks,  or  privies  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  are  clean  and  well 
kept.  They  are  so  arranged  over  the  large  sewers  recently  constructed 
that  the  "  soil  box,"  which  receives  the  ordure,  is  emptied  and  thor- 
oughly washed  out  every  twenty-four  hours. 

The  prisoners  are  quartered  in  the  barracks  erected  in  the  autumn 
of  18G1  and  winter  following  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  then 
organizing.  These  buildings  are  constructed  of  boards  with  the  points 
battened.  The  floors  were  never  sufficiently  elevated  to  allow  the  pas- 
sage of  a  Iree  current  of  air  beneath,  and  the  ground  outside  being  sub- 
sequently raised  made  the  matter  still  worse.  It  has  been  found  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  the  practice  of  prisoners  tunneling  out  (to  screen  which 
process  these  floors  were  admirably  adapted)  to  remove  these  floors 
entirely.  The  consequence  is  that  in  the  place  of  dirty  boards  [there] 
is  a  mass  of  mud  and  tilth.  These  buildings  are  100  feet  by  30  feet,  into 
which  space  is  crowded  from  iL'o  to  l"iO  men,  who  are  mostly  in  a  tilthy 
and  disgusting  state  and  swarming  with  vermin.  They  are  amply  sup- 
plied with  good  and  wholesome  rations,  but  the  arrangements  for  cook- 
ing are  deficient  or  entirely  wanting,  and  the  food  is  improperly 
prepared,  and  much  waste  prevails.  This,  together  with  a  yreat  neglect 
of  police  duty,  is  very  ap[)areut  by  the  condition  of  the  ground  immedi- 
ately around  their  quarters. 

The  barracks  anil  grounds  in  the  northwest  square,  occupied  by 
Morgan's  men,  were  preeminently  tilthy.  In  the  center  square  things 
are  in  no  better  condition.    The  old  privies  have  been  removed,  and 
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the  sinks  have  been  but  imperfectly  covered,  so  that  the  filth  is  seeping 
up  through  the  ground.  When  there  is  rain  the  grounds,  are  flooded 
with  an  infusion  of  this  poisonous  matter;  at  least  sol  was  informed 
by  Colonel  De  Land,  who  also  states  that  he  finds  it  impossible  to 
make  these  men  observe  the  ordinary  rules  of  decent  cleanliness  of  per- 
son or  quarters.  There  are  no  kitchens  to  the  barracks  in  the  center 
square.  As  a  general  thing  the  prisoners  are  too  much  crowded.  In 
the  southwest  square  three  of  these  buildings  contain  440  men.  This 
overcrowding,  together  with  the  disregard  of  personal  cleanliness,  must 
prove  a  fruitful  source  of  disease. 

The  hospitals  are  in  good  order,  well  regulated,  and  clean.  No 
prescription  book  is  kept,  but  the  other  books  and  records  are  fall  and 
complete.  The  dispensary  is  neatly  ordered  and  kept,  and  the  supply 
of  medicines  is  ample,  that  of  luxuries  and  comforts  bountiful.  Under" 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  Surg.  A.  F.  Whelan,  First  Michigan 
Sharpshooters,  surgeon  of  the  post,  a  new  hospital  building  is  in  course 
of  erection  and  approaching  completion.  It  is  a  ixame  building,  boarded 
perpendicularly  with  inch  stuft',  having  the  joints  battened,  lathed,  and 
plastered  inside.  It  will  contain  four  wards,  each  28  by  1 00  feet,  13  feet 
high,  well  ventilated  and  lighted,  with  bath-rooms,  lavatories,  and 
privies  conveniently  arranged.  It  will  contain  also  rooms  for  surgeon, 
matron,  nurses,  and  attendants,  kitchen,  dining-hall,  and  closets,  plans 
of  which  are  api^ended. 

The  garrison  at  this  camp  is  composed  of  the  First  Kegiment  of 
Michigan  Sharpshooters,  Colonel  De  Land  (who  is  commander  of  the 
post),  having  an  aggregate  of  812;  six  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment Invalid  Corps,  Colonel  Sweet,  with  an  aggregate  present  of  447 ; 
six  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  Invalid  Corps,  Colonel 
Strong,  with  an  aggregate  present  of  409.  The  aggregate  present  and 
absent  of  ofBcers  and  men  is  1,783.  Aggregate  of  strength  present, 
1,595;  number  of  sick  in  garrison,  275,  which  is  about  7.J  per  cent,  of 
the  command. 

During  the  month  of  December  there  were  in  Federal  hospital  516 
cases  of  disease  with  six  deaths,  giving  the  ratio  of  mortality  of  about 
Hi  per  1,000  per  month.  Of  this  number  of  sick  there  were  17  cases  of 
measles,  24  of  mumps,  34  of  pneumonia,  and  96  of  epidemic  ( I)  catarrh. 
This  presents  130  cases  of  disease  of  the  respiratory  organs,  being  a 
ratio  of  25i  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  sick  in  the  hospital  during 
the  month. 

There  is  at  this  time  5,616  prisoners  in  this  camp,  of  whom  225  are 
sick  in  hospital. 

The  total  sick  in  hospital  during  the  month  of  December  last  past 
was  2,011,  with  57  deaths,  a  ratio  of  28  per  1,000.  The  disease  most 
prevalent  among  the  prisoners  is  camp  diarrhea,  arising,  doubtless, 
from  badly  cooked  food  and  extreme  tilthiness  of  person  and  quarters. 

Of  the  sick  iu  hospital  during  December  there  were,  of  measles,  134 
cases;  mumps,  lUS:  i)iieumonia.  84;  epidemic  ( ')  catarrh,  233;  showing 
317  cases  of  disease  strictly  of  the  respiratory  organs,  which  gives  15i 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  those  treated  in  hospital. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  cases  of  disease  of  the 
respiratory  apjiaratus  among  the  prisoners  ia  very  great,  but  the  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  among  the  Federal  occupants  of  the  camp  is 
over  10  per  cent,  greater,  the  cause  of  which  is  manifestly  owing  to  the 
greater  exposure  of  these  men  while  doing  guard  duty  mounted  on  the 
top  of  a  high  fence,  exposed  to  the  full  sweep  of  the  cold  and  damp 
winds  blowing  directly  from  the  lake  with  unobstructed  force. 
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I  believe  that  the  facts  thus  brought  to  your  notice  fully  justify  the 
opinion  advauced  that  the  site  and  surroundings  of  this  camp  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  highly  objectiouable  and  unfit  for  the  use 
ti)  which  it  has  been  appropriated,  and  that  it  would  be  exceeding-ly 
dilMcult  to  overcome  the  cil)stacles  in  the  way  of  proper  drainage,  eveu 
at.  a  large  expenditure  (if  money  were  that  the  only  objection;  there 
are,  however,  other  important  objections  which  neither  iiKuiey  nor  art 
can  remove  or  obviate. 
Trusting  that  this  report  may  meet  your  approbation, 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be.  very  resiicctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDVV.   I).   KITTOH, 

'Siirf/ivii,  r.  S.  Vohinttrrs. 


IIdors.  .Militarv  Division  of  the  ^Mississippi. 

Xaslti-ilU'.  Tenn.,  Fchruari/  J7',  ISUl. 
I'es[)ectfully   forwarded  to  Hea<b|aairei^  of  the  Army,  Washington. 
I).  C.  and  special   attention  invited   to  the.  statements  in   rehition  to 
Cami)  Ddughis. 

U.  S.  (iFLl^'T. 

Miijor-Gencriil. 


Hdqrs.  Hoffman's  IJatt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

Xear  iSdnihtski/,  Ohio,  •hiiiuayy  7>',  /sv;/. 
Oapt.  Adam  E.  King,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gi'neral: 

Captain:  I  Inive  the  houor  to  aciiiiowledge  the  receii)t  nf  (leueral 
Orders.  Xo.  1,  announcing  tliai,  m  pursuance  of  orders  of  the  (leneral- 
in-Ghief  of  the  Army  that  iJrigadier-General  Terry,  commanding  the 
Third  Divisiou,  Sixth  Corps,  assumes  cuiumand  of  tliis  post  and  John- 
sou's  Ishuid  ami  the  troops  thereat,  and  the  cliarge  of  the  prisoners  of 
war  on  the  ishuid.  In  being  relieved  from  my  command  I  beg  to  re[jort 
tliat  by  the  order  of  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Third  Infantrv,  r..S.  Army, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  I  assumed  command  of  this  depot  at 
its  estiiblishment  and  have  continued  in  uninteiruiited  command  for  the 
periodof  two  years  on  the  Istof  January  instant.  The  whole  numberor 
lirisoners  received  has  been  il,41(3,  of  which  there  have  been  exchangeil 
-,08.3 ;  discharged  on  oath  of  allegiance,  jiarole.  and  otherwise, •'!()i' ;  trans- 
ferred to  other  prisons.  .Iiw:  ifeatlis.  110;  shot  dead  l>y  sentinel,  1; 
executed,  .!:  escaped,  '■'>:  jireseiit  at  rhis  time.  L'.GIL'. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiv  lespectfiillv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

\\^i.  s.  i'iEi;s()x. 

I.icittrndiiti'olonct  IIntf))lilll's    lUlttiili,,,! 


QUARTERMASIEi;'s    (IFIICK,  C  S.   .MILITARY    I'RISoNS. 

UirliniDiuL    V'l..  J,iiniiirii   l^\l^i;i. 
Capt.  J.  Warner. 

Actfi.  .l^.s■^  Com.  «/  Subsistence  and  Assf.  <hiin-tri-m>ist(  r. 

C.  S.  Milltnri/   l:ris,i,is: 
Captain:   1  received  from  Captain  Forbes,  assistant  commissars-  oi 
subsistence,  o,UUO  pounds  of  salt  beef  on  the  14th  instant:  o.UOO  pounds 
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of  salt  beef  on  the  15th  instant;  16th,  17th,  and  18th  instant  do  beef 
or  substitute  thereof  furnished  for  prison  subsistence. 
1  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  BURJfHAM, 

Commissary- Sergeant. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  the  above  is  the  signature 
of  Samuel  Buriiham. 

JNO.  H.  WIJfDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Slalenieiit  of  dothlnii  inHiied  to  Federal  prisoners  of  tear  at  Richmond,  Va.,  hij  a  committee 
of  ufiii/rs  nfthe  C.  S.  Army,  from  yoiember  10,  1S6-'!,  to  January  IS,  1S64. 
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In  the  annexed*  statement  of  clothing  issued  the  "number  of  men" 
entered  in  the  first  column  is  the  number  of  names  on  the  sheets  ou 
which  the  issues  were  recorded.  This  does  not  indicate  correctly  the 
number  of  men  in  the  different  prisons,  as  all  the  prisoners  from  the 
Smith  Factory  Prison  and  a  large  number  from  the  Scott  Factory 
Prison  were  sent  to  Danville  after  the  issue  was  made  to  them,  and 
changes  were  constantly  going  on  in  the  other  prisons.  Xor  does  the 
aggregate  entoied  in  this  column  indicate  correctly  the  nniiiber  (jf  pris- 
oners to  which  clothing  has  been  issued.  Prisoners  were  being  trans- 
ferred from  Belle  Isle  and  other  prisons  to  the  hospitals  and  returned 
from  there  to  the  prisons  while  the  distribution  of  clothing  was  in 
jirogress.  The  same  names  would  therefore  frequently  be  entered  on 
one  or  more  sheets. 

The  accompanying  sheet,  being  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  sheett  on 
which  the  issue  to  sqnnd  Xo.  21  on  Belle  Isle  is  recorded,  will  show  the 
maimer  in  which  the  issue  wns  made. 

The  annexed*  statement  covers  all  issues  of  clothing  made  by  the 
Commission,  whether  furnished  by  the  United  States  Government,  the 


Foret;oing. 


t  Omitted. 


CORRESPONDENCK,  ETC. UNION    AND    CONFEDERATE.        853 

State  of  Indiana,  or  contributed  by  the  Sanitary  or  Christian  Commis- 
sion. The  committee  also  distributed  the  towels,  handkerchiefs,  read- 
ing matter,  stationery,  and  housewives  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  and 
Christian  Commissions.  The  ho.spitals  were  first  supplied  with  these 
articles  and  the  remainder  distributed  in  the  other  prisons. 

J.  F.  BOYD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Arvty. 
A.  VON  SCHRADER, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Acting  Inspector- General,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

H.  B.  HUNTER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  123d  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
JAMES  M.  SANDERSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
J.  W.  CHAMBERLIN, 
Captain,  123d  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wasltinijton,  D.  C,  January  19,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commundini/  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Sanduslij,  Ohio: 

General:  The  instructions  heretofore  communicated  to  the  com- 
nianding'  officer  of  the  post  contemplated  the  presence  of  a  much 
smaller  force  as  the  guard  than  is  now  assembled  there  under  your 
command,  and  this  changed  state  of  things  makes  it  proper  to  modify 
tlie  instructions  somewhat  to  meet  the  necessities  which  the  change 
produces.  Heretofore  the  commanding  officer  has  been  to  a  great 
extent  the  executive  otticer  of  the  post,  and  the  guard  being  small,  this 
arrangement  was  attended  with  no  inconvenience;  but  with  tlie  large 
force  under  your  command  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  appoint 
a  colonel,  to  have  the  immediate  control  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  as  at 
tliis  time,  who  should  perform  all  the  duties  now  performed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Pierson,  Ijut  making  his  report  through  you,  and  not 
direct  to  this  office.  Col.  C.  W.  Hill,  of  the  One  huiulred  an<l  twenty- 
eighth  Ohio,  whose  regiment  has  been  specially  raised  for  service  at 
the  depot,  will  report  for  duty  in  a  lew  days,'and  1  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  he  with  liis  regiment  be  placed  in  the  immediate  charge  of 
the  de])ot,  making  it  a  command  distinct  from  your  brigade. 

In  the  month  of  November,  to  provide  against  a  threatene<l  effort 
to  liberate  the  ]irisoners,  a  large  force  was  assembled  at  the  depot, 
part  of  which  now  remains  there,  viz.  the  four  companies  Twelitli  Ohio 
Cavalry,  company  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Light  Artillery  and  a  bat- 
tery each  of  1*40  light  artillerymen,  assigned  as  heavy  artillery.  As 
your  brigade,  with  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  Ohio  \'ohin- 
feers.  will  turm  an  ample  guard  for  the  security  of  the  de])0t.  and  as  it 
will  be  difficult  to  supply  so  large  a  force  on  the  island  (hiring  the 
winter.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  a(l\isable  to 
recommend  a  return  of  the  abo\'e-nauied  detachments  to  the  stations 
from  which  they  were  ordered. 

From  a  report  just  received  of  an  inspection  of  the  dejiot  made  by 
Surgeon  Clark,  acting  medical  inspector  of  prisons,  1  learn  that 
the  police  of  the  prison  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  ciinditicm.  and  I 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  matter,  with  the  re(|iiest  that 
you  will  now  give  the  necessary  orders  to  insure  that  a  proper  state  of 
police  shall  be  preserved  throughout  the  prison.     The  prisoners  must 
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do  their  own  policing,  and  as  they  are  all  officers  it  will  require  carefni 
management  to  accomplish  the  object  without  exciting  a  spirit  of 
insubordination  and  resistance.  Full  instructions  have  been  given  to 
the  commander  of  the  depot  for  the  management  and  a  safe  custody  of 
the  prisoners,  all  of  which  you  will  find  on  file  in  his  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

p.  s. — Ox\  further  reflection  I  would  advise  your  retaining  one  bat- 
tery of  artillery  at  the  depot  as  part  of  the  guard. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  January  19,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  your  telegram  of  the  15th  instant  I  have 
the  honor  to  herewitli  transmit  a  detailed  report  in  each  case  of  the 
shooting  of  five  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Obase,  Ohio.  I  took  the 
statement  of  liieutenaut-Colouel  Poteu,  assistant  commandant  of  prisons, 
in  the  cases  occuiring  in  the  months  of  November  and  December  last, 
as  the  best  evidence  in  those  cases,  the  otMcers  of  the  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment Invalid  Corps  having  been  transferred  to  Chicago,  111. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

WM.  WALLACE, 
Fifteenth  Ohio   Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[IncIosureNo.  11 

Office  of  Military  Prisons, 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  January  17,  1S64. 
<"Jol.  W.  Wallace,  Commanding  Camp  Chase: 

Colonel:  According  to  your  order  received  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  statement:  On  the  night  of  December  19,  1863, 
between  the  hours  of  10  and  12  p.  m.,  I  was  ascending  the  stairs  of  the 
parajiet  round  prison  Xo.  2,  when  I  heard  the  discharge  of  a  musket. 
Inspecting  the  different  sentinels  around  the  parapet,  I  came  to  a  man. 
Private  F.  Allen,  Twelfth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who  told 
me  that  he  had  ordered,  in  a  loud  voice,  the  persons  in  mess  No.  10, 
prison  1,  to  extinguish  the  light  inside,  but  not  being  obeyed,  after 
repeated  calls,  he  tired  off  his  piece  into  the  building  and  wounded  one 
man  in  the  arm,  named  Henry  Ilupman,  Twentieth  Virginia  Cavalry, 
Ci)mpany  V..  lie  was  put  directly  under  treatment  of  the  surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  i)rison  hospital,  but  whilst  amputating  his  arm,  several 
days  afterward,  he  died.  As  sad  as  this  case  may  be,  to  wound  a  per- 
haps innocent  man,  by  a  soldier  who  obeys  his  order,  it  has  proved  to 
be  a  most  excellent  lesson,  very  much  needed  in  that  prison — No.  1 — as 
the  rebel  officers  confined  in  that  prison  showed  frequently  before  a  dis- 
position to  disobey  the  orders  given  to  them  by  our  men  on  duty.  They 
have  since  changed  their  minds  and  obey. 

I  am.  colonel,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  H.  rOTEN, 

Lieut.  Col.  Sertnih  Eegiment  Invalid  Corps,  Asst.  Comdt.  of  I'risnn. 
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[Incioaure  No.  2.] 

Office  of  Military  Prisons, 

Gamp  Chase,  Ohio,  January  17,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Wallace, 

Commanding  Post,  Camp  Chase,  Ohio: 
Colonel  :  Pursuant  to  your  order  I  make  the  following  statement : 
in  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1S63,  fretiueut  reports  were 
received  from  the  prison  stewards  and  from  detectives  employed  inside 
the  pri-son  that  a  conspiracy  existed  among-  the  prisoners,  in  connection 
with  Vallaudigham  sympathizers  outside,  to  overijower  (he  guard  and 
break  out.  In  many  places  they  were  undermining  tlie  wall;  arms 
were  found  in  their  possession:  their  mutinous  conduct  was  increasing 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  guard  had  to  be  increased  every  night,  and 
the  order  '-lights  out"  after  tattoo  renewed.  William  L.  Pope,  pri 
vate,  Xinth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Company  A,  was  shot  in  presence  of 
Capt.  William  Smith,  of  the  Fifteenth  Invalid  Corps,  officer  of  the  day, 
Lieut.  I.  S.  Taylor,  provost-marshal  of  prison,  and  myself,  assistant  com- 
mandant of  prison,  whilst  inspecting  the  guards  together,  on  or  about 
November  5, 186.'5,  between  the  hours  of  8  and  lit  p.  m.  Standing  ab(uit 
six  feet  outside  the  gate  of  prison  No.  2,  I  lieard  distinctly  the  sentinel, 
H.  ^^'ilson,  Company  A,  Fifreenth  Eegiment  Invalid  Corps,  stationed 
above  the  gate  on  the  parapet,  call  out  twice  to  a  nuin  inside  to  go 
back  to  his  ipiarters  and  not  approach  the  wall.  About  a  few  moments 
afterward  the  sentinel  called  again:  --Go  back,  or  I  shoot  you."  Ue 
then  tired,  and  the  man  Pope  was  shot,  and  died  a  few  hours  after- 
ward.    Since  then  the  inmates  of  prison  No.  2  have  been  quite  orderly. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  EI.  POTEX, 
Lieut.  Col.  Seventh  Regiment  Invalid  Corps,  Asst.  Comdt.  of  Prison. 

finclosurc  No.  3.1 

Office  of  Milit.vry  Prisons, 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  January  17,  ISHi. 
Col.  W.  Wallace,  Commanding  Camp  Chase: 

Colonel:  Pursuant  to  your  order  I  now  make  my  second  state- 
ment. The  inmates  of  the  different  buildings  on  the  extreme  western 
part  of  prison  No.  '■>  had  been  warned  frequently  before  not  to  keep  a 
light  burning  after  tattoo,  as  especially  in  the.se  quarters  they  had  been 
found  digging;  notwithstanding,  the  windows  in  mess  49  were  illunu- 
nated  again  in  the  night  of  November  1(3,  1863,  between  the  hours  of 
10  and  12  p.  m. 

The  sentinel  on  the  parapet  clo.se  by  (John  White,  of  Company  E, 
Fifteenth  Kegimeut  Invalid  Coriis)  called  .several  times,  at  that  time, 
to  extinguish  the  light,  so  distinctly  that  it  was  heard  by  other  sentinels 
on  the  farther  end  of  the  parapet.  His  order  not  being  obe\  ed.  he 
tired  his  piece  into  the  building  and  killed  Ilaniilton  McCarroll, 
Welcker's  Tennessee  cavalry.  Company  B.  Since  then  no  more  dig- 
ging has  been  carried  on  in  prison  No.  .'5.  the  lights  have  been  e\tiu 
guished  at  the  proper  time,  and  the  prisoners  obey  the  orders  now  in 
every  respect  satistactorily. 

Yours,  verv  respectfully, 

A.   H.   I'OTKN, 
Lieut.  Col.Seccntli  Regiment  Inralid  Corps,  Asst.  Coimlt.  of  I'rison. 
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[Inclosxire  No.  4.] 

Oamp  Chase,  Ohio,  January  16,  1864. 
Lieut.  W.  A.  McGrew,  Pont  Adjutant: 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  at  your  request  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  shooting  of  a  rebel  prisoner  confined  in  prison  No.  2,  at 
this  post,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  September,  1863.  While  on  a 
tour  among  the  guards  around  the  prison.  Private  Moody,  Company  C, 
Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  complained  that  the  prisoners 
would  not  obey  his  commands  to  keep  away  from  the  fence  and  from 
behind  the  sink,  which  were  standing  orders  for  guards.  He  had 
repeatedly  ordered  them  away,  to  which  order  they  paid  not  the  least 
attention.  I  instructed  him  to  keep  them  ten  feet  from  the  fence  and 
from  behind  the  sink;  to  order  them  distinctly  three  times,  and  if  not 
obeyed  to  shoot  into  them.  Some  ten  or  fifteen  moments  after  this 
Samuel  Lawley,  private.  Nineteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  went  behind  the 
sink  against  distinct  orders  from  Private  Moody  and  consequently  was 
shot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  as  a  statement  of  the  trans- 
action. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.. 

THOMAS  REBER, 
Second  Lieut.  Company  if.  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  January  17,  :?^"«. 
Lieut.  W.  A.  McGrew,  Post  Adjutant: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  yours  of  this  date,  in 
regard  to  the  shooting  of  William  Jones,  a  citizen  prisoner  courtued  in 
prison  No.  -,  at  this  post:  I  was  on  duty  as  officer  of  the  day  on  or 
about  the  1st  ol"  November,  18(32.  On  visiting  the  above-named  prison 
I  was  informed  by  the  officer  of  the  guard  that  there  was  quite  a  stir  in 
prison  No.  2,  and  he  feared  there  would  be  some  demonstration  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners  to  make  their  escape.  1  visited  the  guards  and 
became  satisfied  there  was  something  more  than  usual  going  on  in  the 
prison.  I  used  every  means  to  prevent  surprise.  About  11  p.  ni.  the 
sentinels  gave  the  alarm  and  every  man  was  on  duty.  1  discovered 
the  plan  was  to  get  up  a  general  fight  in  the  north  end  of  the  j^rison 
while  some  of  them  made  their  escape  at  the  south  end  of  the  prison. 
Tlie  sentinels  ordered  them  to  their  quarters,  which  was  not  obeyed. 
One  of  the  sentinels  discharged  his  gun  at  the  main  crowd.  One  Wil- 
liam Jones  was  hit  by  a  buckshot  in  the  neck  and  instantly  Icilled. 
One  other  prisoner  was  wounded  in  the  head  (not  serious).  <  )rder  was 
immediately  restored  after  the  gun  was  discharged.  I  made  a  written 
report  of  all  the  circumstauces  connected  with  the  case  at  the  time  to 
Major  Ziun.  then  post  commandant. 

Adjutant,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.   E.  SAUSSER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  Hi,  is/a. 
Colonel  Hoffman.  Commissary  (rcneral  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:   .Mr.  Wetmore,  of   the  commission    examining  hospitals   and 
prisons,  reports  to  me  this  morning  that  there  are  several  cases  of  small- 
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pox  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  Perhaps  you  know  the  danger  and  may 
already  liave  taken  the  proper  steps  in  the  matter,  but  I  have  tliouijht 
proper  to  make  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major-General,  &c. 

[First  iudursemeuL] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wtciliiiujtoti,  January  i'O,  1x64. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-Ceueral  Martindale,  military  gov- 
ernor. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
('Olonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Seuoud  iiidursement.] 

Headquarters  Military  District  of  Washington, 

January  L'l,  1S6J. 
Respectfully  referred  to  surgeon  in  charge  of  Old  Capitol   Prison, 
through  Surg.  II.  O.  Abbott,  medical  director,  for  reiiort. 
By  cummaud  of  -Brigadier-General  Martinilale: 

JOHX  1".  vSHERBFRNE, 
Assistant  A<tjut((nt-General. 

[Third  indorscTiii-nt-) 

Medical  Director's  Office. 

January  :.':j.  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  with  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Ford, 
C  S.  Army,  medical  officer  in  charge  of  01dCai)it()l  Prison. 

R.  ().  ABBOTT, 
Sunjeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  JJirector  J>ept.  of  ]Vasliin<iton. 

rFi.iirtli  iudorattiieDt.] 

Headquarters  Military  District  of  Washington,. 

January  .36,  1^64. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Colonel   Ilortiuaii.  Commissary-General  of 
Prisoners,  with  report  inclosed. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Martindale: 

JOHX  P.  SHERBUKXE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[niclosiirot„tl,iid  in.l,.r,.'i„.  iit. 

Old  ('APiTdL  Piiisiix, 
Wasltiiii/foii.  I>.  ('..January    Ji\  lS6i. 
Siirg.  i;.  O.  Abhott,  U.  S.  a  liny. 

Medical  iJirector  Dcjjartjnrnt  of  Wasliiuijtnii  .- 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  re|jort  that  cases  of  smallpox  ;ii)[)('ar  every 
day  or  two,  but  as  soon  as  discovered  they  are  st-nt  to  Kaloiania  Hos- 
pital. 1  visit  the  prison  several  times  a  dav,  and  have  taken  every  pre- 
caution to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  dise;ise.  1  have  the  lioiior  to 
inform  you  that  there  was  but  one  case  of  snndlpox  in  the  i)iison  on 
the  day  that  several  were  reported  to  General  Hitchcock,  ;iiid  tliat  cast- 
was  removed  to  Kalorama  Hospital  the  same  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

(.'.  M.  I'ORD, 
Aclin(i   Asststant  Sunjuni,   U.  S.  Army,  in    Vliarijc. 
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Alton  Militaevt  Prison,  January  19, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Acting  Provo-st-Murshal-General,  Department  of  the  Missouri: 
SiE:  I  find  iu  the  prisoa  here  continued  efforts  being  made  daily  by 
prisoners  to  effect  an  escape.  They  are  so  numerous  and  crowded  that 
detection  is  almost  imi)ossible  by  the  ordinary  guard.  Their  plans  are 
dee[iiy  laid  and  well  concerted.  The  duty  here  is  very  onerous  upon 
my  regiment,  and  I  tliought  that  if  we  could  procure  the  services  of  a 
few  skilled  detectives  I  could  fathom  whatever  plot  might  he  existing 
amougthe  prisoners.  You  can  hardly  imagine  the  wonderful  ingenuity 
resorted  to,  and  I  must  therefore  resort  to  others  outside  of  my  com- 
mand to  detect  the  schemes.  Can  you  not  furnish  me  for  a  few  days 
some  suitable  men  ? 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEER, 
Colonel,  Co m m a u d i nfj. 


TTeadqttartkks  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  :.'i),  ISO l. 
Mai.  Cen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Genernlm-Chief: 

Sir:  Since  making  my  report  of  the  execution  of  a  V.  8.  soldier  in 
Pasiiuotaiik  C(.iunty,  X.  C,  by  order  of  the  rebel  General  Pickett,  I 
have  learned  the  following  additional  facts: 

The  enemy  were  mistaken  both  in  the  name  and  regiment  of  the 
deceased. 

His  name  is  Samuel  Jordan,  Company  D,  Fifth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
captured  from  that  regiment  on  Ceneral  Wild's  late  exjiedition  into 
North  Carolina,  and  is  the  person  for  whom  General  Wild  holds  two 
women  as  hostages,  as  mentioned  in  his  report,  which  I  have  had  the 
lionor  to  forward  to  the  War  Department. 

The  mistake  of  the  enemy  probably  arose  from  the  fact  that  the 
Fifth  U.  S.  Colored,  having  been  raised  in  Ohio,  is  familiarly  called  by 
the  men  ••Fifth  Ohio." 

3Iay  I  ask  specific  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  upon 
this  subject .' 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Wdfthingtan,  J).  C,  January  :J(\  1S6-I. 
MaJ.  fion.  I!.  F.  I'.rTLEi;. 

Coindg.  J)tjit.  of  Virginia  and  X.  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe,  Vn.: 
Sir:  ^\-  paper  was  sent  Brigadier-General  Meredith, commissioner  of 
exchange,  on  the  ilth  nf  December.  lStl3,  for  report  in  relation  to  the 
case  of  ^Irs.  Henrietta  Boate.  whose  husband,  Edward  W.  Boate,  Com- 
l>any  K,  Forty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  is  a  prisoner  at  Belle 
Isle,  Va..  and  said  to  be  in  a  dying  state. 

Y'our  attention  is  invited  to  this  case  to  ascertain  the  latest  informa- 
tion respecting  this  soldier,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assintant  Adjutant-General. 
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State  of  Xorth  Carolina,  Executive  J)epartment, 

Raleigh,  January  20,  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Commissioner  of  E.vchan<ie,  Richmond: 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  Your  long-promised  letter  in  regard  to  transmitting 
funds  to  the  North  Carolina  prisoners  not  having  come  to  hand  1 
inclose  you  herewith  a  letter  to  (Governor  Seymour,  of  New  Yorli,  cov- 
ering three  bills  of  exchange  on  A.  Collie  &  Co..  London — two  for  £.500 
each,  and  one  of  .£-00 — which  please  transmit  to  its  destination  if 
practicable.  Without  your  advice  this  was  the  best  plan  I  could  lis 
upon.  Please  have  a  receipt  from  the  ofticer  receiving  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  Januanj  2f>,18iJi. 
His  Excellency  Horatio  Seymour, 

Governor  of  Xeic  York: 
Sir:  There  are  quite  a  number  of  soldiers  of  this  State,  prisoners  of 
war  in  the  United  States,  confined  principally  within  your  State.  I 
learn  that  they  are  suti'ering  greatly  for  want  of  winter  clothing,  and 
that  the  regulations  of  your  Government  do  not  forlii<l  their  purchasing 
if  they  had  the  means.  Presuming  upon  your  known  humanity,  I 
have  ventured  to  inclose  to  yon  by  flag  of  truce  three  sterling  bills  of 
exchange,  drawn  by  Theo.  Andrea  upon  Messrs.  A.  Collie  iS:  Co.,  17 
Leadenhall  street,  Lomlon,  amounting  to  £1,L.'(h;),  which  I  desire  you 
will  have  expended  in  the  purchase  of  tlie  most  necessary  clothing  for 
the  prisoners  of  war  from  North  Carolina  iu  whatever  prison  contined. 
I  presume  at  the  quoted  rates  of  exchange  the  bills  will  produce  nearly 
$9,000.  In  venturing  to  ask  you  to  take  so  much  trouble  upon  your 
hands  I  feel  sure  that  the  suggestion  of  humanity  and  the  common 
courtesy  existing  between  honest  enemies  will  be  a  sutlicicut  apology. 
I  can  but  hope  you  will  accept  the  trouble,  and  that  you  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  allow  me  an  opportunity  of  reciprocating  your  kindiicss  should 
it  become  possible  for  me  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  witli  proper  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  P,.  VANCE. 


Headijuarteks  Sixteenth  AR^tv  Corps, 

}[imphi.'i,  Tenn..  Jununrij   ■Jli,  l^Gl. 
Prigadier-Geueral  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army; 

Sir:  No  further  exchanges  will  be  allowed.  T  have  instructed  Maj. 
D.  .1.  P)enner.  uide-de  camp,  to  receive  the  two  otliceis  and  forty-two 
privates  mentioned  in  your  last  la\or. 

The  excess  in  our  favor  can  be  settled  for  by  the  same  ollicer  and 
ilelivered  hereafter. 

Your  obedient  servant,  S.  A.  HrELPCT, 

Mcjor-General,  C'onimandinij. 


Confederate  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

Richmond,   \'a.,  Januari/  :.'<!,  I^il4. 
Maj.  Gen.  1-L  A.  HlTCilCOCK,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:   It  has   been   represented  to  the  Confederate  authorities  that 
Capt.  George  Dusky  was  taken  prisoner  iu  July,  1803,  iu  Koaue  County, 


860  PRISONERS   OP   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

W.  Va.,  and  lias  since  been  kept  in  close  confinement  on  charges  of 
robbing  the  mail,  treason,  and  nnirder.  It  is  stated  that  a  portion  of 
the  time  he  was  kept  in  irons.  At  the  time  of  his  capture  he  was  a 
captain  in  oar  service  and  held  such  a  commission  at  the  time  of  his 
alleged  offenses.  Capt.  George  Dusky  is  now  at  Wheeling.  If  he  is 
not  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war  au  oflicer  of  like  rank  will  be  selected 
for  similar  treatment.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  he  is 
regarded  as  a  jirisoner  of  war. 
liespectfully,  &c., 

EO.  ODLD, 

A(jent,  tfce. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III.,  January  20,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War  com- 
municated to  me  by  your  letter  of  January  2,  1804,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  I  have  investigated  the  circumstances  attending  the 
escape  of  prisoners  of  war  from  Camp  Douglas  on  the  2d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1863.  The  escape  was  effected  by  means  of  a  tunnel  dug  by  the 
prisoners  extending  from  the  barracks  in  which  they  were  cjuartered 
beyond  the  fence  inclosing  the  camp.  The  construction  of  the  barracks 
and  the  large  number  of  prisoners  necessarily  quartered  in  each  bar- 
rack make  the  efforts  at  tunneling  very  difficult  to  detect.  In  the  case 
investigated  the  prisoners  commenced  operations  by  opening  a  place 
through  a  bunk  on  the  lower  tier  of  bunks,  and  then  passed  along 
under  the  tloor  of  the  barracks  on  a  line  running  lengthwise  with  the 
barrack  to  a  point  in  the  end  of  the  barrack  distant  from  where  they 
first  entered  tlirougli  the  bottom  of  the  bunk.  At  this  point  they 
started  a  tunnel  running  at  right  angles  with  the  barrack  (the  barrack 
being  nearly  parallel  with  the  high  fence  inclosing  the  camp),  the  dis- 
taiu;e  from  the  barrack  to  the  fence  being  about  forty  feet.  The  earth 
taken  from  the  tunnel  was  pressed  in  under  the  tioor  of  the  barracks 
between  the  timbers  on  which  the  floor  rested.  The  barracks  are  built 
close  to  the  ground  and  there  was  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  was 
going  on  under  the  floor  of  the  barracks  except  by  taking  up  some 
boards  and  sending  men  under  the  floors  to  grope  and  feel  about.  (3n 
the  L-'d  day  of  December,  LSOo,  Hooker  A.  De  Land,  captain  Company 
F,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  was  ofHcer  of  the  day.  Lieutenant 
Briggs,  Company  A,  Eighth  Iteginient  Invalid  Corps,  was  officer  of  the 
division  of  the  guard  where  the  escape  happened.  On  the  outside  of 
the  fence  (beyoud  wliich  the  tunnel  reached)  a  patrol  was  placed. 
This  patrol  about  9  p.  m.  discovered  the  mouth  of  this  tunnel  and  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  the  act  of  coining  out.  He  seized  the  escaping  i)ris- 
oner  and  then  learned  of  tlie  prior  escape  of  a  large  number  of  other 
prisoners.  The  night  is  said  to  have  been  very  dark  and  in  every  way 
favorable  to  tlie  escaping  ]>risoncrs.  Pursuit  was  made  and  all  dili- 
gence used  to  recapture  tlie  prisoners.     A  large  number  were  retaken. 

The  non-commissioned  officer  on  duty  in  the  sijuare  whence  the  escape 
was  made  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  Ninth  Vermont  troops,  which 
lias  since  been  sent  forward  to  join  the  regiment,  so  that  1  have  not  been 
able  to  see  and  hear  him  concerning  the  matter.  From  ray  own  expe- 
rience and  knowledge  of  the  camp  I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  censure  any 
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one  for  this  escape.  The  camp  is  very  badly  arranged  for  the  custody 
of  prisoners  of  war.  Tliere  are  so  many  persons  who  have  access  to  the 
camp,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  that  secret  intercourse  with  pris- 
oners of  war  is  sometimes  kept  up,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  vigilance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  further  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  insti- 
tute many  reforms  in  the  camp,  chief  of  whi('h  is  the  removal  nf  the 
jirisoners'  barracks  from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  camp  to  the  west 
side  of  the  camp,  by  which  I  get  all  the  prisoners  together  in  one  part 
of  the  camp.  Heretofore  they  have  been  so  divided  up  as  to  make  the 
guard  duty  nearly  double  what  it  ought  to  be  and  also  to  make  it  ditli- 
cult  to  prevent  access  to  and  communication  witli  the  prisoners  of  war 
by  unauthorized  persons.  I  have  the  honor  further  to  state  that  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  once  beyond  the  camp  lines,  tiuds  in  this  city  so  many  active 
friends  and  sympathizers  as  to  render  his  recapture  almost  impossible. 
Among  the  necessary  changes  in  the  barracks  to  guard  against  tunnel- 
ing the  rtoors  of  all  barracks  where  tunneling  has  been  detected  have 
been  taken  up  and  tilled  in  with  sand.  In  conclusion,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  state  that,  if  I  were  not  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  arrangements 
of  the  camp  and  barracks,  and  did  not  know  so  well  their  defects,  I 
might  attribute  the  escape  to  want  of  pro[ier  vigilance  on  tlie  part  of 
the  otlicers  in  command,  but  under  the  circumstances  and  from  the 
investigation  I  have  made,  1  am  satisfied  that  lack  of  vigilance  on  the 
l)art  of  the  otlicers  has  been  no  ingredient  in  the  means  used  to  malce 
the  escape. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant. 

\VM.   \V.  OliME, 
BriijuiUer- General,  Ci)minantUn(j. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  ;J0,  ISfU. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commanding  Sandusky  Depot,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
Please  see  that  rolls  called  tor  in  my  letter  of  the  "ith  instant  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Pierson  are  completed,  and  be  ready  for  the  movement 
of  [irisoners  wlien  ordered.     An  ordinary  roll  of  each  party  will  be 
ic([uired  for  this  otUce.     Please  reply. 

W.   HOFFMAX, 
Commissary- (leneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prishners, 

WashingtO)!,  /).  (.'.,  Jannan/  ;.'",  ISill. 
Ward  H.  Lamon,  Es([., 

r.  .S.  Marshal  for  the  District  of  C'dnmbia,  Washington.  />.  C: 
8iR:  I  am  informed  by  E.  C.  Carrington,  T.  S.  district  attorney,  that 
l>y  an  order  from  the  U.  S.  court  of  this  1  )istrict  ■^."i:.'.;j()  in  U.  S.  Treasury 
notes  and  850  in  gold,  belonging  to  1».  T.  Chandler,  and  83(5  in  ('.  S. 
Treasury  notes  and  i'Ml  in  gold,  belonging  to  W.  D.  Cassin,  will  be 
[ilaced  in  your  hands  by  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  lie  paid  to  me,  and  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
me  to  receive  said  money  whenever  it  suits  your  convenience. 
Very  res[)ectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  IIOEFMAy, 
Colonel  Thiril   Infantry  and   ('mnmissary-Ceneral  of  Frisonei  s. 
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Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  January  20,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden,  Commanding,  &c. : 

(;e>"ERAL:  I  have  beea  iuformed  that  you  have  in  arrest  a  citizen  of 
Hardy  County  named  Michael  Yoakum,  who  is  charged  with  outrages 
committed  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  some  of  our  citizens  of  that 
county,  and  that  you  propose  trying  him  before  a  court-martial.  I  am 
also  informed  that  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  been  sued  out  by  Yoakum, 
to  which  you  have  made  return  claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  case. 
Y'ou  have  the  power  to  atfbrd  immediate  protection  to  our  citizens 
against  threatened  or  attempted  violence,  but  where  an  offense  has 
been  committed  by  one  uot  in  the  military  service  of  the  L'uited  States 
or  our  own  you  have  no  jurisdiction  to  try  the  offender  by  a  court- 
martial.  You  can  arrest  and  deliver  him  to  the  civil  authorities,  who 
alone  are  competent  to  try  him.  If  the  facts  of  this  case  be  such  as  I 
have  represented  them  above  I  desire  that  you  will  surrender  the 
accused  to  the  civil  authorities,  in  obedience  to  tlie  writ,  to  be  disposed 
of  by  the  court  having  jurisdiction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

e;  e.  lee, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  /     War  Dept.,  Ad.tt.  General's  Office, 

Xo.  31.  )  Washington,  January  21,  ISiiJ. 

12.  Judge  fJ.  C]  King  and  Judge  Hugh  Lennox  Bond,  of  Maryland, 
appointed  commissiouers  in  paragraph  36,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  13,  of 
January  'J,  1864,  from  this  office,  will  also  hear  and  determine  the  cases 
of  state  prisoners  who  have  been  contined  at  Fort  ilcHeury  by  orders 
from  the  general  commanding  Middle  Department;  the  instructions 
heretofore  giveu  the  saiil  commissiouers  will  apply  in  the  present 
instance.  The  commanding  oHicers  of  the  Middle  Department  and  of 
Fort  Mcllenry  will  give  them  every  facility  in  prosecuting  their  duties. 

iiy  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A/isistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headoxtarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

IJhattanooga,  January  21,  1364. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

(.'itminaiidinij  Army  of  Cmifederate  States,  Dalton,  Ga. : 
(tKNERAL:  Leaniiug  that  you  now  have  at  Atlanta  lifty  wounde<l 
Federal  soldiers,  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  September 
19  and  I'O,  I8<i;!,  [  proi)ose  an  exchange  of  these  men  for  a  like  number 
of  your  men  (wounded)  now  in  our  hands,  the  exchange  to  be  complete 
and  tinal  and  to  Ije  effected  at  any  point  between  the  lines  of  the  two 
armies  you  iiuiy  prefer,  both  parties  to  be  accompanied  by  full  lists. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General  of  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  Executive  Dept., 

Richmond,  Vn.,  January  ;?1,  'l864. 
Houorable  Secretary  of  War: 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor,  by  the  President's  direction,  to  forward  for 
your  attention  and  the  proper  action  tlie  following  copy  of  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  liepresentatives  of  this  date: 

Besolved,  That  pending  the  suspension  of  exchanjie  of  prisoners  of  war  it  is  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  sive  expression  to  their  sympathies  for  the  brave  citizen  soldiers 
who  have  Ijy  the  fortune  of  war  been  consigned  to  a  foreign  prison;  and  that  every 
effort  made  by  the  President  to  alleviate  their  condition  and  supply  their  necessities 
will  meet  the  cordial  concurrence  of  Congress. 

Resolred,  That  until  the  enemy  shall  consent  to  renew  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
undi-r  the  cartel  the  Congress  will  cheerfully  ni_ako  all  uei'cssary  appropriiitions  for 
supplying  the  wants  of  our  fellow-citizens  now'in  the  hands  of  "the  enemy. 

SemJri'd,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Cimgress,  it  is  advisaljle  to  endeavor  to  make  an 
agreement  with  the  enemy  for  permitting  the  prisoners  on  each  side  to  be  attended 
by  a  proper  number  of  their  own  surgecms;  to  be  mutually  pcTmitted.  under  rules 
to  be  established,  to  take  charge  of  the  health  and  i  omfort  of  the  prisoners,  and 
also  to  act  as  commissaries  of  prisons,  with  power  to  receive  and  distribute  among 
the  prisoners  all  contributions  made  by  their  friends  or  by  the  respective  Govern 
meuts  of  articles  of  food,  clothing,  and  medicine. 

Itcsolved.  That  the  President  be  respectfully  requested  to  communicate  to  Congress 
the  present  state  of  the  question  pending  between  the  two  Governments  relative  to 
the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iiUKTOX  N.  HAERISOM, 

Private  Secretary . 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  !}:>,  1864. 
Dr.  Francis  Lieber.  Xew  York  : 

Dear  Sir:  In  General  Orders,  No.  100,  of  1SG3,  section,  r,,  para 
graph  7C),  it  is  announced  as  a  part  of  the  law  ot  war  tiiat  prisoners  of 
war  "may  be  required  to  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors'  Govern 
ment,  according  to  their  rank  and  condition.'" 

While  at  Chattanooga,  where  the  population  was  thin,  the  army 
overtasked  with  building  of  bridges,  roads,  rel)uilding  railroads,  and 
all  the  labors  attending  the  repair  of  the  communication  destroyed  by 
tiie  rebel  army,  I  advised  the  eniiiloyiacut  of  some  tj,0O(»  prisoners 
taken  in  battles  of  Chattanooga  upon  imblic  work,  such  as  repairing 
rhe  railroads  which  the  troops  from  which  the  prisoners  were  captured 
had  deliberately  labored  to  destroy,  the  handling  of  freight,  forage, 
rations  in  course  of  transj)ortation  to  our  own  soldiers  and  to  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  for  the  use  of  these  very 
prisoners.  I  found  the  practice  sanctioned  by  the  authoritative  dec- 
laration of  military  law  of  General  Orders,  Nn.  10(1,  and  had  I  been 
lin)  command  should  have  acted  under  it  without  reference  to  Wasii- 
ington  for  instructions.  The  only  oijjections  I  heard  urged  against  it 
at  Chattanooga  were  the  trouble  of  taking  care  of  them,  a  trouble 
now  only  transferred  to  another  jilace,  and  the  fear  of  retaliation  uiion 
our  men  captives  to  the  rebels.  As  in  my  own  person  I  should  much 
prefer  labor  with  ax  or  spade  or  pick  to  rotting  in  idleness  and  sloth 
in^  prison,  tliis  liad  no  weight  with  me.  Labor  was  much  needed. 
VVarmer  covering,  warmer  clothing,  more  al)undant  food,  must  be  sni)- 
plied  these  prisoners  transferred  to  the  rigorous  winter  climate  of 
Chicago  or  Rock  Island.  The  co.st  of  transportation  to  that  depot  and 
thence  to  Richmond  is  very  great.     If  kept  near  Chattanooga  the  time 
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would  arrive  when  they  would  be  released  at  that  place.  Full  fed  in 
idleness,  without  exercise  or  mental  occupation,  disease  will  decimate 
them.  To  repair  the  railroads  they  had  destroyed  and  to  build  the 
bridges  needed  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  I  have  been 
obliged  to  hire  in  the  Xorth  and  East  over  2,000  able-bodied  men  at 
high  prices  and  transport  them  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
with  promise  of  return  transportation  to  their  homes  at  expense  of  the 
United  States.  Thus  expediency,  efficiency,  economy,  and  humanity 
appeared  to  me  to  unite  in  favor  of  the  employment  of  these  men  on 
the  public  work.  It  was  decided,  however,  by  higher  authority  to  be 
•'inexpedient."'  I  am  not  arguing  against  that  decision.  The  prisoners 
have  been  sent  North.  The  able  bodied  mechanics  and  laborers  to  do 
their  proper  work  liave  been  hired  and  transmitted  South.  But  I  am 
convinced  that,  should  the  war  continue,  the  policy  of  working  prison- 
ers of  war  must  be  tinally  adopted,  and  that  public  opinion  will  become 
so  well  instructed  on  this  subject  as  to  compel  an  advance  in  the  true 
direction.  The  popular  mind  is  agitated  with  the  question  of  military 
water  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  .Mississippi.  We  feed, 
clothe,  and  shelter  40,000  rebels  rotting  in  idleness,  with  no  prospect 
of  release  by  exchange.  Why  not  give  them  a  new  lease  of  life  by 
employing  them  upon  this  or  some  other  such  national  work  intended 
to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  that  Union  which  they  have  striven  to 
destroy  ? 

I  write  this  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  your  attention  to  a  matter 
which  appears  to  me  of  great  importance,  and  I  would  be  under  obliga- 
tions to  you  for  any  historical  precedents  showing  the  custom  or  law  of 
war  on  this  subject  in  Europe.  I  understand  that  prisoners  of  war  in 
France  were  employed  by  Napoleon  on  public  work.  Have  not  the 
prisoners  of  Mexico  sent  to  French  colonies  within  the  past  two  years 
been  so  employed? 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


Office  Commissaey-GtENEBAi.  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Januanj  .:.'2,  186i. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  Commanding,  ICemphis,  Tenn.: 

General  :  lu  a  recent  report  made  to  the  Surgeon-General  by  ^Medical 
Inspector  J.  E.  Summers,  U.  S.  Army,  he  represents  the  prison  at  Mem- 
phis in  a  very  bad  condition  and  so  much  out  of  repair  that  in  case  of 
cold  weather  the  prisoners  must  suffer  very  much.  Colonel  Summers 
recommends  that  the  repairs  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible  and  that 
bunks  be  put  up  in  the  lower  rooms,  and  I  respectfully  request  you 
will  order  his  recommendation  carried  out.  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  copies  of  regulations  issued  from  this  oftice  by  authority  from 
the  War  Deiiartmeut  for  the  guidance  of  officers  in  charge  of  prisoners.  * 
They  should  have  been  furnished  before,  but  I  have  learned  only  througli 
the  rejtort  of  Colonel  Suminers  that  there  is  a  prison  at  ^Memphis  cou- 
taiiiiiig  some  200  rebel  prisoners.  I  have  no  supervision  over  Federal 
prisoners. 

Very  resi)ectfullv,  vour  dbedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  ami   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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LOUISVILLK,  Ky.,  January  33,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  thorough 
iuspection  (if  the  U.  S.  military  prison  at  this  place,  a  detailed  report 
of  which  I  herewith  inclose,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  communicatioa 
addressed  to  Capt.  S.  E.  Jones,  assistant  provost  marshal-general 
department  of  Kentuciiy.  Captain  Jones  states  that  it  is  necessary  to 
increase  the  barrack  room  at  the  prison.  If  additional  bnildings  are 
erected  within  tiie  present  inclosure  it  will  altogether  overcrowd  a 
place  already  too  fall  for  the  health  of  its  occupants.  The  proximity 
of  other  buildings  prevents  the  extension  of  the  present  inclosure. 
In  view  of  this  fact  Captain  Jones  suggested  that  a  new  hospital  be 
erected  on  a  vacant  lot  opposite  the  prison,  and  that  the  present  hos 
pital  building  be  converte<l  into  barracks,  which  can  be  done  at  a  nomi- 
nal expeuse,^aud  thus  give  an  additional  capacity  of  li'')  to  150,  or,  on 
emergency,  as  high  as  I'OO.  On  consideration  I  deemed  the  suggestion 
a  wise  one,  and  accordingly  gave  the  directions  shown  in  the  inclosed 
comnuuiication.  I  hope  my  course  will  meet  your  approval.  I  leave 
to -ujorrow  for  Indianapolis,  staying  while  there  at  the  Bates  House; 
thence  to  Chicago,  staying  at  the  Tremont  House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  -M.  CLAEK, 
Surgeon  anil  Acting  }[ciHcal  Insiivetor  Prisoners  of  War. 


Report  of  inspection  of  U.  S.  military  prison  and  hospital  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  January  30-31,  IS'll,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting  medical 
inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp — U.  S  military  prison.  Commander  of  camp — 
Cai)tain  Pratt,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteers.  Command  and 
strength — present  luimber  of  prisoners,  prisoners  of  war,  2o0;  Federal 
prisoners,  ."io;  total,  30.5.  Location  of  can:p — corner  Tenth  street  and 
Broadway.  Water — source antl  supply,  city  water  works:  fiozen  for  ten 
days,  leaving  prison  without  water.  Water — i|uality  and  effects,  good. 
Fuel— c(,ial.  Soil — clay  and  sand.  Drainage — sufUcient  in  ordinary 
weather,  but  at  present  trozen  and  inettective.  Drains  are  to  be  enlarged. 
Topo;;raphy — ground  Hat,  but  elevated  about  two  feet  above  street; 
easily  drained.  Police  of  camp — not  as  well  attentled  to  as  should  be, 
though  much  is  to  be  excused  on  account  of  the  late  severe  weather. 
Discipline  in  camp — not  very  strict.  Tents  or  huts,  position — barracks, 
center  and  north  side  of  prison  inclosure.  Tents  or  huts,  ])attern  and 
quality — one  story,  in  a  tolerable  state  of  repair.  Tents  or  huts,  venti- 
lation and  removal — no  \entilation  excejit  by  doors  and  side  windows, 
which  are  utterly  insutficient.  Tents  nv  huts,  sufficiency — tor  about  300 
prisoners.  Tents  or  huts,  heating — sutficient  in  ordinary  weather,  by 
stoves.  Sinks,  construction — excavated.  n(jt  removed  since  last  iuspec- 
rion.  Sinks,  condition  and  position — tiltli\".  and  offensive  at  a  distan(;e, 
too  near  barracks,  insullicieut  in  si/e  and  number.  Sinks,  manage- 
ment— not  well  attended  to,  not  projierly  disinfected.  Itemoval  of 
offal,  &c. — not  effectual.  Previous  use  of  camp — vacant  lot.  llations — 
abundant  and  of  good  quality.  L'o(jking  in  camp — by  contrabands, 
apparently  well  done,  though  kitchen  is  insufficient  in  size;  utensils  in 
L^ood  order,  but  insufficient.     Inspection  of  fooil — daily,  by  oilicer  of 
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tlie  day.  Portable  ovens — bread  of  excellent  quality  and  baked  at 
prison.  Vegetables— sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality.  Cleanliness 
of  men  and  of  clothing — very  foul,  owing  of  late  to  want  of  water. 
Quality  and  quantity  of  clothing— good  aud  sufficient,  mostly  contrib- 
uted, "condemned  United  States.  Blankets — sufficient;  prison,  from 
quartermaster's  department;  hospital,  quartermaster's  and  medical 
departments.     Condition  of  men — generally  filthy. 

Hospital  buildings — two  wards,  with  kitchen,  dining-room,  dispensary 
and  office,  each  ward  .">•,)  by  19  by  10  feet,  giving  total  capacity  about 
2'2,i2n  cubic  feet;  each  ward  has  a  bath  and  wash  room  and  privy. 
Hospital  police — tolerably  good.  Hospital  discipline — not  strict.  Hos- 
pital diet  and  cooking — sufficient,  apparently  well  done  by  contrabands 
paid  from  hospital  fund.  Hospital  heat  and  ventilation — sufficient,  by 
three  stoves  in  each  ward;  ventilation  utterly  insufficient.  Hospital 
capacity— S-  beds,  allowing  700  cubic  feet  to  each;  present  number  of 
beds,  80;  number  of  sick,  51  Confederate,  6  Federal.  State  of  medical 
supplies  and  surgical  instruments — sufficient  and  in  good  order.  State 
of  hospital  records — not  properly  or  well  kept,  much  falling  oft'  since  last 
inspection.  State  of  hospital  fund — 8-42.25,  chielly  expendeil  for  articles 
of  diet,  table  furniture,  and  police  utensils.  Medical  attendance — suffi- 
cient, one  surgeon,  one  assistant  surgeon.  ]S"ursing — by  convalescents. 
Interments — by  quartermaster.  Diseases  prevalent— pneumonia,  remit- 
tent and  typho-malarial  fever.  Diseases,  zymotic — six  eases  of  small- 
pox have  occurred;  promptly  sent  to  pest-house  of  general  hospital. 
Diseases,  mitigation  and  ]irevention  of — vaccination  properly  attended 
to,  proper  medical  care  gi\en,  but  hospital  is  ill-placed,  ill-ventilated, 
and  overcrowded.  Wounds  and  operations,  recoveries  from  disease, 
recoveries  from  wounds,  mortality  from  diseases,  mortality  from  wounds, 
military  history — total  number  of  sick,  December,  1863, 1 44 ;  deaths,  17 ; 
percentage  of  mortality,  11.80.  This  large  percentage  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  Longstreefs  men  were  received  in  so  wretched  a 
condition  that  many  died  within  a  few  hours  after  entering  the  hos]iital. 

iledical  otticers — John  C.  Welch,  Twentieth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
surgeou  in  charge;  P.  X.  Norton,  Twentieth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
assistant  surgeon. 

Remarks  concerning  character  and  skill:  The  surgeon  in  charge  is 
not  apparently  wanting  in  professional  skill,  but  lacks  executive  ability. 

Prison  fund.  •84.243.15. 

The  few  cases  of  smallpox  which  have  occurred  were  promptly 
removed  and  all  precautions  against  a  recurrence  of  tlie  disease  have 
been  taken,  livery  man  about  the  prison  has  been  vaccinated,  and 
revaccinated  wlien  necessary,  and  all  fresh  arrivals  undergo  the  same. 
It  is  proposed  to  remove  the  hospital  from  the  ])rison  inclosure,  a  step 
which  will  ])roveof  great  benefit  to  the  general  etficiency  of  the  hospital, 
as  well  as  afford  increased  barrack  room  for  prisoners. 

A.  M.  CLAKK. 
Siiri/con   (iiid  Actiinj  Medidtl  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


LonsviLLE,  Ky.,  Janiiiiry  jl.  l.'<6-^. 
Captain  .TnxKs.  LdiiisrilJr.  Kif.: 

CAt'TAiN:  1  ani  authorized  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
where  additional  hospital  accommodations  are  necessary  at  a  prison 
post  to  direct  them  to  be  built,  the  cost  to  be  paid  from  the  ])risou  fund, 
observing  a  due  regard  to  ccoiKimy.  in  view  of  the  non-permanency  of 
the  prisons.     At  the  militai'y  pi-i.-M)!!  iu  this  oity  the  hospital  is  very 
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poorly  located,  as  regards  1'acilities  for  ventilation.  &c.,  owing  to  the 
elose  proximity  of  the  barracks.  It  is  also  represented  tliat  it  will  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  l)arrack  room  of  the  prison,  thus  still  further 
crowding  the  prison  inclosure,  and  creating  a  strong  necessity  for  the 
removal  of  the  hospital  therefrom.  You  have  suggested,  and  I  think 
wiselyt  that  a  new  hospital  be  built  outside  the  prison  inclosure,  and  the 
[iresent  hospital  building  be  converted  into  barracks.  In  accordance 
with  this  suggestion  you  will  |)lease  erect  a  building  for  hospital  pur- 
jioses  im  the  ground  proposed  (opposite  the  present  inclosure).  Its  size 
sliiiuld  be  sufdcient  to  accommodate  seventy-tive  [latients.  in  two  wards, 
with  the  necessary  offices,  bath,  and  wash  rooms.  The  wards  should 
be  so  constructed  as  to  allow  each  patient  at  least  800  cubic  feet  of  air. 
To  this  end  their  dimensions  should  be  100  by  -.j  by  10  feet,  with  about 
four  feet  pitch  of  roof,  giving  a  capacity  lor  thirty  eight  beds  to  each 
ward.  A  bath  and  wash  room  should  be  added  to  the  rear  of  each  ward. 
The  sinks,  one  for  each  ward,  should  be  entirely  distinct  from  the  wards, 
sei)arated  by  at  least  twenty-five  feet.  The  wards  should  be  ventilated 
from  the  ridge,  with  openings  for  the  supply  of  fresh  air  in  the  sides  of 
the  buildings,  leading  under  the  floor  and  opening  beneath  the  stoves. 
If  it  does  not  add  too  greatly  to  the  cost  the  walls  of  the  wards  should 
be  plastered  instead  of  ceiled.  The  whole  interior  of  the  building 
should  be  fre(|uently  whitewashed,  at  least  once  a  month.  The  frequent 
use  of  some  etiective  disinfectantis  very  necessary,  both  in  hospital  and 
barracks.  For  this  purpose  the  Ridgewood  disinfectant  jiowder  has 
been  approved  as  the  most  efficient  by  the  medical  inspector-general. 
You  will  please  purchase  from  the  prison  fund  two  barrels  of  the  same  for 
trial,  addressing  Ridgewood  Manufacturing  Company,  Harlem,  X.  Y. 
If  it  i>roves  as  eft'ectual  as  represented  additional  supplies  can  be 
obtained  as  needed.  Please  to  (lirect  that  observations  be  noted  as  to 
the  comparative  effectiveness  and  cheapness  of  this  agent. 
Very  resjiectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Sunjeon  and  Actimj  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  is64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  ISttler,  Command iiuj,  Fort  Monroe: 

Sir:  I  received  this  morning  under  one  envelope  a  number  of  papers 
from  the  other  side,  seven  of  which  appear  to  have  passed  under  your 
eye;  eleven  are  without  any  evidence  of  it.  Xot  one  of  the  eighteen 
bears  evidence  of  having  been  addressed  to  yourself  by  the  rebel  agent. 
Some  are  referred  to  (General  .Meredith  and  some  to  myself. 

I  have  Just  reported  the  facts  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  wish  is 
that  nothing  shall  be  done  to  compromise  the  right  of  the  (Tovernraent 
to  a])i)oint  its  own  agents  for  intercourse  with  the  rebels,  and  he 
autiiorizes  me  to  hold  the  papiers  in  reserve  until  I  can  learn  your  per- 
sonal wishes  on  the  subject.  If  it  is  your  desire  these  pa[)ers  (mostly 
inquiries  about  rebel  prisoners  supposed  to  be  in  our  hands)  will  be 
sent  to  you,  to  be  returned,  if  you  think  proper,  to  Mr.  Ould,  under  a 
notiticatiou  that  they  will  [be]  received  when  properly  addressed  to 
yourself. 

You  will  doubtless  consider  the  effect  of  any  particular  decision  you 
may  make  upon  our  power  to  send  papers  over  the  lines  ourselves. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  A.   HITCHCOCK, 
MajurOeneral  of   Volunttcrs,  (Jommissionur  for  Exchange,  &c. 
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Office  Commissaet-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I).  G.,  January  33,  1864. 
Col.  William  Wallace,  Commanding,  Cohimhus,  Ohio: 

COLONEL;  I  bave  received  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  L. 
Humphreys,  medical  inspector,  made  to  the  Surgeoa-General,  of  an 
inspection  of  Camp  Chase,  in  which  he  states  that  cases  have  occurred 
of  the  wounding  of  prisoners  at  night  by  the  guard  when  they  neither 
were  sent  to  the  hospital  nor  received  medical  treatment  until  the  next 
morning.  Such  treatment  of  prisoners,  whatever  may  be  the  necessity 
for  wounding  them,  is  barbarous  and  without  possible  excuse,  and  I 
trust  you  will  give  such  orders  as  will  certainly  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  outrages.  He  reports  also  that  there  is  great  neglect  of  cleanli- 
ness in  the  persons  of  the  prisoners  in  their  barracks  and  disgracefully 
so  in  their  sinks.  They  have  nothing  to  do  but  police  themselves  and 
their  quarters  and  grounds,  and  it  is  inexcusable  in  the  officer  in  charge 
to  allow  this  duty  to  be  so  grossly  neglected.  The  sinks  should  be 
covered  and  inclosed  and  the  earth  should  be  banked  up  around  them 
to  prevent  the  surface  water  from  running  into  them.  It  is  not  expected 
a  very  perfect  condition  of  things  can  be  arrived  at,  but  by  proper 
attention  on  the  part  of  officers  in  charge  a  more  creditable  state  than 
now  exists  can  be  had.  I  must  depend  more  upon  the  energy  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  commander  of  the  camp  for  the  proper  discipline  and 
police  than  any  instructions  I  can  give  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Mrs.  Rachel  Mark  states  the  condition  of  her  husband  who  was  a 
prisoner  and  because  of  sickness  and  to  save  his  life  gave  his  parole  not 
to  take  up  arms  against  United  States.  If  taken  again  will  be  hung. 
Prays  therefore  that  he  be  released  from  his  parole. 

[Indorsement.] 

January  23,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

This  is  one  of  manj'  similar  cases.  The  enemy  seeks  to  destroy  our 
power  of  raising  armies  by  forcing  oaths  upon  non-combatants.  Such 
a  proceeding  is  without  precedent  amongst  civilized  nations.  Our 
authority  over  the  persons  who  take  such  oaths  is  supreme.  A  military 
parole  given  by  a  soldier  not  to  take  up  arms  until  he  is  exchanged  is 
to  be  respected,  but  when  a  non-combatant  is  compelled  by  imprison- 
ment or  other  duress  to  subscribe  an  oath  in  conflict  with  his  allegiance 
such  oath  is  unlawful  and  void.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  dare  to 
infiict  any  peculiar  pains  and  penalties  on  a  party  giving  such  an  oath, 
if  he  is  captured.  Even  if  this  were  not  so  the  Government  is  bound 
to  claim  and  enforce  its  sovereignty. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchawjv. 


New  York,  January  24,  1864. 
General  M.  C.  Meios,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  treated,  in  your  favor  of  the  22d.  paragraph  70 
of  General  Orders,  No.  100,  of  1863,  so  completely  that  I  shall  hardly  be 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION   AND    CONFEDERATE.        869 

able  to  add  anything  of  value.  I  recollect  very  well  that  when  first  the 
ideaofgiviiig  the  substance  of  that  paragraph  occurred  to  me  I  hesitated 
again,  fearing  to  write  down  something  wholly  superfluous.  Still,  I 
thought  of  the  unmeasured  arrogance  of  our  enemy— one  of  the  motive 
elements  of  this  whole  war— how  he  pretended  to  lay  down  the  most 
extravagant  and  immoral  things  as  law  for  us.  and  I  recollected  an  article 
in  an  Alabama  journal,  in  which  the  editor  called  upon  his  authorities  not 
to  forget  to  send  with  all  the  troops  a  sufficient  number  of  negroes  to  do 
working  business,  for.  said  he,  our  soldiers  are  all  gentlemen,  every  one 
of  them.  I  thought  of  all  this  and  concluded  to  put  down  paragraph 
7G.  It  appears  from  your  letter  that  I  did  right.  Prisoners  of  war  are 
universally  set  to  worlv,  whenever  work  can  be  found  for  them.  If  a 
besieged  commander  happens  to  have  prisoners  and  is  not  obliged  to 
drive  them  out  of  the  fortress  for  want  of  food,  it  is  tliey,  before  all 
others,  who  are  used  to  repair  the  fortiticatioiis,  to  clear  the  streets, 
&c.,  and  I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  a  Kuropean 
commaiiiler  who  should  be  proved  to  have  neglected  to  use  pri-soners 
for  such  work  or  for  repairing  bridges  or  railways  or  for  fetching  sup- 
plies (communication  and  food  being  quite  as  important  as  fortilica- 
tions;  Frederick  the  Great  used  to  say:  "Armies  march  on  their 
bellies")  would  be  cashiered.  But  the  thing  could  never  happen. 
Prisoners  of  war,  however,  are  not  only  used  for  military  work;  they 
are  set  to  work  to  do  anything  for  which  the  captor  can  conveniently 
use  them.  The  captor  feeds  them  and  clothes  them  and  their  time 
belongs  to  him.  Prussian  prisoners  vfeve  used  by  Nai)oleon  I  to  work 
on  the  unfinished  great  canals  of  France.  Some  of  them  used  to  tell 
me  how  anxious  they  were  to  be  drafted  for  this  canal  work,  because  it 
gave  them  better  food  and  clothing  than  they  received  in  the  churches 
or  other  buildings  where  they  were  huddled  together  and  died  like 
tlies.  Prussian  officers  frequently  coniuianded  these  prisoners  in  the 
digging  work.  I  have  known  officers  or  other  educated  prisoners  being 
used  for  writing,  &c.  Of  course,  if  they  objected  they  could  not  well 
be  forced  to  do  such  work,  but  then  it  would  not  have  Ijeeii  to  their 
advantage  to  do  so.  The  liberty  of  the  street  would  probably  have 
been  taken  from  them.  I  have  seen  French  prisoners  of  war  working 
as  blacksmiths,  &c.,  in  making  artillery  or  commissary  wagons,  &c. 
Perhaps  a  little  allowance  was  given  them;  1  do  not  know.  They 
worked  cheerfully,  too.  I  repeat,  the  prisoner  of  war  is  universally 
put  to  work,  if  work  can  be  found,  and  I  think  my  memory  does  not 
deceive  me  when  I  say  that  sometimes  private  individuals  have  hired 
so  many  hundred  prisoners  from  the  (lovernment  for  some  great  work; 
nay,  1  think  the  Russian  (Government  distributed  a  number  of  French 
prisoners  of  war  among  the  landowners,  to  do  the  work  of  the  men  who 
had  been  taken  away  ti-om  agi  iculture  for  the  war.  I  speak  of  the  war 
of  isKJ  and  ISll.  I  think  1  am  right,  and  am  quite  sure  that  it  would 
always  be  done  when  found  expedient.  1  recollect  single  French  pris- 
oners taken  into  service  of  private  individuals,  the  (ioveriinieiit  thus 
getting  rid  of  feeding  them.  I  recollect  having  seen  it  stated  in  the 
pa()ers  that  the  French  had  used  .Mexican  prisoners  for  work  in  tlieir 
colonies.  Whether  this  is  a  fact  I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  know  that  if 
they  liave  not  done  so  it  was  from  no  idea  of  delicacy  or  incompatible- 
nesswith  the  usages  of  war.  The  French  are  no  super-retined  i)liiloso- 
phers  in  war.  If,  then,  it  is  the  universal  usage  of  war  to  make 
prisoners  work,  and  thus  reimburse  in  part  the  expenditure  they  cause, 
the  only  remaining  question  for  me  in  drawing  up  the  little  code  was — 
Is  there  any  reason  of  honor  or  humanity  why  this  usage  slioiild  be 
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stopped?  There  is  none  whatever.  The  prisoner  is  better  off  for 
working  than  rotting  in  idleness,  and  if  he  be  put  to  dangerous  or 
unhealthy  work,  which,  nevertheless,  must  be  done,  will  any  one  say 
that  the  captor  is  obliged  to  expose  his  own  men  to  the  danger,  rather 
than  the  enemy.  I  have,  of  course,  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of 
expediency.  Expediency  must  be  judged  of  in  each  single  case  on  its 
own  peculiar  grounds.  As  a  general  thing,  I  say,  as  every  one  else  will 
say,  that  it  is  very  expedient  indeed  to  make  prisoners  work  and  not  to 
waste  the  capital  that  is  embodied  in  thousands  of  lusty  hands.  I  do 
not  know  whether  our  50,000  prisoners  are  very  lusty  hands.  The 
mass  of  Southern  common  people  are,  physically,  worth  very  little,  but 
■work  and  strong  food  would  greatly  improve  them. 

Permit  me,  general,  to  add  here  that  so  far  from  my  having  indulged 
in  harsh  rules  in  the  code,  I  have  received  numerous  letters  expressing 
great  satisfaction  at  my  having  taken  an  elevated  point  of  honor  and 
morality.  ^Ir.  Mittermaier,  one  of  the  first  jurists  and  jjublicistsof  the 
age,  thanked  me  in  very  warm  and  flattering  terms,  that  1  had  suc- 
ceeded in  circumscribing  the  military  lawlessness  of  generals  "  of  which 
we  have  known  and  suffered  so  much."'  Mittermaier  is  near  eighty 
years  and  lives  in  Baden;  he  lived  therefore  on  the  very  ground  over 
which  the  overwhelming  tides  of  the  Napoleonic  era  flowed  to  and  fro. 
I  speak  frankly  to  you,  general,  if  I  confess  that  I  have  written  this 
whole  letter  in  the  consciousness  that  were  an  old  European  warrior 
looking  over  my  shoulder  he  would  smile  at  the  idea  that  any  one  can 
have  doubted  the  right  and  bounden  duty  of  the  captor  to  make  nse  of 
prisoners  of  war.  If  the  enemy  has  complained  of  your  using  prisoners 
to  repair  railways  at  Chattanooga,  it  produces  on  my  mind  an  effect 
somewhat  similar  to  that  produced  by  the  complaint  of  Soubise  after 
his  rout  at  Eossbach,  that  Frederick  had  attacked  him  at  an  hour  so 
early  that  no  French  soldier  could  possibly  have  finished  his  hair- 
powder  toilette.  The  rebel  complaint,  however,  would  be  more  arrogant 
or  insolent.  The  French  complaint  was  simply  entertaining  —  a  good 
subject  for  Punch.  If  I  have  left  out  anything  which  I  ought  to  have 
touched  upon  let  me  know  it  and  I  will  reply  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
I  have  110  secretary.  ^lay  I  beg  you  to  keep  this  letter,  so  that,  should 
occasion  arise,  I  ujight  refer  to  it.  Or  can  some  young  epaulette  make 
a  copy  of  it' 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRAXCIS  LIEBER. 

I  must  state  to  you  as  an  inquiring  otBcer  a  fact  with  which  my  cor- 
respondence arising  out  of  code  has  made  me  acquainted,  although 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  topic  of  the  letter.  In  the  wars  between 
France  and  Prussia  preceding  that  of  1813-1815  a  treaty  was  nnxde 
between  the  belligerents  during  the  war  that  each  power  should  pay 
halt  pay  to  the  captured  officers  on  its  hands,  the  sums  thus  spent  to 
be  balanced  in  the  treaty  of  jieace  whenever  it  should  be  conciudetl. 
You  will  allow  this  to  lie  an  item  very  remarkable  in  its  way. 

Translation. 

The  only  canal  which  Bonaparte  finished  is  that  of  Saint  Quentin, 
which  contains  the  largest  known  tunnel.  He  prosecuted  other  canals, 
comuieiiced  by  his  predecessors,  but  did  not  finish  any  of  them.  As  to 
the  labor  of  prisoners  of  war  applied  to  these  works  my  memory  leaves 
me  in  doubt  on  the  subject.     After  the  Italian  campaign  in  1850  the 
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Austrian  prisoners  of   war  sent  to  Africa  were  hired  to  the  French 
colonists.     I  myself  have  made  reciuisitions  for  them. 

CLUSERET, 

P.  S.— After  I  had  finished  my  letter  to  you  I  received  this  note 
from  General  Cluseret,  in  our  service.  I  made  his  ac(iuaiutance  last 
night;  introduced  the  subject  of  prisoners  of  war  and  the  canals,  the 
ilates  of  which  were  not  ([uite  present  to  my  mind.  He  pruuused  to 
furnish  me  with  the  date.  You  will  find  on  page  1,  in  the  passage 
marked  ■•  an  interesting  corroboration  of  what  I  have  stated,"  not  that 
[  a|ipri)ve  ot  sending  prisoners  to  distant  colonies,  or,  as  Kussia  did  in 
1811,  to  tsiberia,  where  many  French  prisoners  remained. 

F.  L. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  ;24,  1864. 
All  prisoners  heretofore  held  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  whether 
ci\-ilians.  otticers,  or  soldiers,  received  at  City  Point  before  the  i^Oth 
instant  fr(ira  the  Confederate  commissioner  are  declared  exchanged. 

BEN.I.  F.  BCTLER, 
Mitjor-Otiieral,  Comnianilinij,  and   CouDniaxionvr  of  Exvltumje. 


Confederate  .states  of  America,  War  Dei'ariment, 

Ukhnmnil,   Va.,  Januanj  ,^i,  1361. 
31aj.  (icn.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Agent  of  E.vdiange: 

Sir:  The  j)roposal  borne  by  Henry  M.  Wartield,  esq.,  for  the  special 
exchange  of  Ceiieral  Trimble  for  Major  White  is  respectfully  declined. 
It  is  due  to  Mr.  Wartield  that  I  should  state  he  has  made  must  strenu- 
ous efforts  to  accom[ilish  the  oliject  of  his  visit.  If  tlie  Confederate 
Covcriiment  were  not  <Mjnimittcd  against  the  prinriple  of  special 
exchanges  he  would  not  have  been  unsuccessful.  3Iajor  White  will 
be  cheerfully  released  for  an  equivalent  of  his  own  lankjust  as  soon  as 
the  Fetleral  Government  agrees  to  release  all  of  our  prisoners  on  the 
terms  of  the  cartel.  Until  then  we  must  decline  special  exchanges, 
unless  there  are  circumstances  attending  them  which  very  rlearly  take 
them  out  lit'  the  general  rule. 

Kespectfully,  your  uliedient  servant, 

i;0.  OTLD, 
Ai/'-)it  III    E.cclianije. 


C(iNFEDERATE    SlATES    (iF    A^rERITA,   WaU    DeTAK  I MENT. 

Uifhrnonil.    \'(i.,  -I miliary  :Ji.  l^iiL 
MaJ.  Gen.  V..  A.  HlTrilCCX'K,  Aqnit   tf  E.n-lunnjr  : 

SiK:  In  vieu'  of  the  present  diiticulties  utteniliiig  the  exchange  anil 
release  of  prisoners  I  propose  that  all  such  on  each  side  >hall  be 
attended  by  a  pr<jper  number  of  their  owu  surgeons,  who,  umler  rules 
to  1)6  established,  shall  be  permitted  to  take  charge  of  their  health  ami 
coinibrt.  I  also  proi)ose  that  these  suri;eous  shall  act  as  commissaries, 
with  power  to  receive  and  distribute  such  contributions  of  money,  food, 
and  clothing  and  medicines  as  may   be  foiwardetl  for  the  relief  of  the 
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prisoners.  I  further  propose  that  these  surgeons  shall  be  selected  by 
their  owu  Goverument.  and  that  they  shall  have  full  liberty  at  any 
and  all  times  througli  the  agents  of  excliange  to  malie  reports  not  only 
of  their  own  acts,  but  of  any  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
prisoners. 

Eespec'tfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

liO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchamja. 

[Iiidorsemeut.j 

War  Department,  February  Si,  1S64. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commissioner  for  exchange. 
The  Secretary  of  War  declines  to  entertain  ^Ir.  Ould's  proposition. 

ED.  K.  s.  ca:s'by. 

Brigadier-  General. 


CO^'FEDERATE    STATES    OF    AMERICA,  WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  \'a.,  January  ^-'J,  1':>C4. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  EIitchcock,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  for  what  reasons  Dr.  William  S. 
Wright  is  detained  in  prison.  He  was  arrested  in  Sauit  Louis  in 
Eebruary  last,  thence  carried  to  Alton,  and  kite  in  last  year  removed 
to  Saint  Eouis,  where  he  is  now  confined.  Doctor  Wright  is  a  surgeon 
in  o;  r  service  and  is  entitled  to  his  release. 
1-iespectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


G.  B.  Wallace  and  other  citizen  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout  give  an 
account  of  theii'  treatment  and  ask  to  be  exchanged.* 

Jluilurst-meut.] 

January  2J:,  1S64. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  agent  of  exchange. 
I  will  tliauk  General  Hitchcock  to  ini'orm  me  why  these  citizens  of 
Virginia  are  detained  in  prison  withnut  charges. 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Washington,  January  35,  18<i4 — ii?.^5  7).  m. 
^Lajor-General  Butler,  Fm-t  Monmr: 

Vou  will  please  suspend  your  oider' declaring  exchanges,  and  not 
allow  it  to  be  publislicd  nv  issued  until  the  reason  and  operation  of  it  is 
exidained  to  this  Department  and  approved. 

EDWIX  -M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  :}5,  1S04. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Serniiiry  of  War: 

Sir:  Having  seen  the  declaration  of  exchange  announced  by  Gen- 
ev;\l  r.utlcr  of  all  Eederal  prisoners  of  war  delivered  at  City  Point  prior 

'Couuimniciitioii  uot  luund.  t  See  Jnuuiuy  '.U,  p.  sTl. 
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to  the  i'Oth  instant,  I  think  proper  to  state  that  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  particular  grounds  upon  which  the  declaration  was  made,  aud  as 
no  list  of  prisoners  is  referred  to,  the  individuals  thus  set  free  from  the 
obligations  of  their  parole  may  be  exposed  to  serious  inconvenience,  if 
not  danger,  in  case  of  being  recaptured  by  the  enemy. 

Indeed,  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  upon  what  authority  this  dec- 
laration has  been  made,  unless  General  Butler  assumes  ti>f(illi)w  the  exam- 
ple of  Mr.  Ould  and  make^^.r^arfe  declarations  without  that  conference 
and  mutual  understanding  between  the  respective  agents  of  exchange 
wliich.  as  I  sui)pose,  should  always  precede  such  declarations,  and 
which,  prior  to  the  unauthorized  declarationsof  3Ir.  Ould  in  September 
last,  did  lay  at  the  foundation  of  such  publications  of  exchanges. 

The  declaration  by  General  Butler  does  not  purport  to  be  in  con- 
formity witli  the  cartel;  and  if  the  cartel  isconsidered  as  obsolete,  then 
General  Butler  has  no  authority  to  make  exchanges  except  by  mutual 
agreement  between  himself  aud  some  opposing  commander  in  the  held. 

The  intercourse  of  belligerents.  a|iart  from  ofien  violence  in  the  tiehl, 
is  always  a  matter  of  great  delicacy,  and  cannot  prosper  except  when 
both  parties  act  upon  some  common  principles  of  Justice  recogtiized  by 
both;  and  nothing  can  tend  to  embarrass  intercourse  under  tiags  of 
truce  so  much  as  an  assumption  by  one  jiai'ty  to  decide  a  disputed  point 
upon  a  judgment  not  submitted  to  the  other  party  for  remark. 

In  my  opinion  the  step  taken  by  (jeneral  Butler  should  at  least  have 
had  the  sanction  of  the  War  Department  prior  to  its  announcement, 
and  I  therefore  feel  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  laws  of  war  to 
observe  that  those  laws  seem  to  me  to  require  that  the  order  or  decla- 
ration of  exchange  in  question  should  be  revoked  or  suspended  until 
some  principles  for  mutual  exchange  can  be  agreed  upon. 

The  whole  of  the  present  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  exchange  have 
grown  out  of  arbitrary  departures  from  the  cartel  on  the  other  side, 
and  we  unavoidably  countenance  their  proceedings  when  we  follow  their 
ex  an}  pie. 

It  may  be  unfortunate  that  we  have  a  number — possibly  1,200  or 
1,500 — ()\  our  men  on  pande  within  our  lines  nut  to  take  arms  until 
exchanged,  but  if  we  undertake  to  put  these  men  in  arms  into  the  held 
without  being  duly  exchanged  according  to  the  laws  of  war,  we  inev- 
itably give  the  enemy  the  very  i)retext  he  wants  to  force  upon  our 
acceptance  as  prisoners  of  war  in  exchange  his  unauthorized  guerrilla 
captures  of  non-combatants. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  -s'crv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Getieral  of  Volunteerfi,  il'c. 

XoTE. — The  Secretary  of  War  revoked  General  Butler's  order  before 
seeing  me  or  hearing  a  word  from  me  about  it. 

E.  A.   IIITCIICOCK. 


Hinjus.  Dept.  OF  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fart  Moiifof,  January  ^'J,  i^o'i. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  There  have  been  delivered  for  special  exchange  or  otherwise 
since  last  Septemlier  by  the  Confederate  authorities  at  City  Point  a 
number  of  otticeis  and  men  amounting  to  about  750  men,  including  the 
."00  delivered  to  me  on  the  Ji^th  ot'  December.  Then'  has  been  no 
declaration  of  exchange  of  any  [iii--oners  since  September,  and  all  these 
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prisoners,  by  the  cartel,  as  I  understand,  are  waiting  to  be  declared 
exchanged  in  the  parole  camps  or  elsewhere. 

Upon  looking  over  the  course  of  the  officer  of  exchange  in  this  matter 
1  hud  that  from  time  to  time  declarations  of  exchange  have  been  made, 
and  therefore  I  propose  to  declare  all  prisoners  held  by  the  Confeder- 
ates and  delivered  by  their  agent  at  City  Point  to  our  agent  of  exchange 
up  to  this  date  exchanged. 

The  operation  of  that  declaration,  as  I  understand  it,  will  be  only  to 
allow  those  who  have  been  in  fact  exchanged  and  delivered  to  us  as 
such  to  be  put  in  the  service  instead  of  remaining  at  the  parole  camps 
or  at  home. 

I  should  have  asked  instructions  upon  the  matter  had  1  not  supposed 
that  this  was  simply  in  the  course  of  official  business.  It  will  and  can 
have  no  operation  upon  any  pending  question,  or  any  other  tbrce  than 
simply  to  release  the  men  already  exchanged  and  allow  them  to  be  sent 
into  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Trusting  that  you  will  approve  this  and  will  announce  your  approval 
by  telegram, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Special  Orders,  \  Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Va.  and  X.  Carolina, 

Xo.  1'5.  )  Fort  Monroe,  January  25,  1S64. 

******* 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Meredith  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  this 
department  and  will  report  in  person  to  the  Adjutant-General  at  Wash- 
ington for  further  orders.  He  will  before  leaving  turn  over  to  Col.  J. 
W.  Shafl'er,  chief  of  staff,  all  books,  orders,  and  papers  of  any  kind 
relating  in  any  way  to  the  duties  concerning  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 
******* 

By  Command  of  ilajor-General  Butler: 

E.  S.  DAYIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Commissioner  op  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  25,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  give  me  what  information  you  can  concerning 
the  whereabouts  of  Thomas  H.  Pendleton,  Company  E,  Eighty-fifth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  captured  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga? 

[  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General,  Comiiuniding,  and  Commissioner  of  Fxchamjc. 


Office  <Jo>imissioner  op  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Jannary  25,  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

S[R:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  accompanying  papers*  for  more 
dertnite  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  parties  inquired  for, 

'Not  fouud  with  Conlederatc  records  aud  not  otherwise. identified. 
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as  the  indorsement  merely  states  that  they  are  not  in  prison  in  Rich- 
mond, which  ia  but  a  vague  reply  to  send  to  their  surviving  and  anxious 
friends.  I  trust  you  will  endeavor  more  fully  to  inform  me  where  these 
men  are,  if  in.  the  hands  of  your  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLKK, 
Major-deneral,  CmnmandiiKj.  and   Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Office  Co.mmissioner  of  Bkchanoe, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  :J5.  18i'>4. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exclianz/e,  Eichmoml,  Yu.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  give  me  what  information  you  can  concerning 
the  present  condition  of  Nicholas  H.  Thompson,  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
Ohio  Regulars  [vicj,  and  Calvin  W.  Hudson,  Company  D,  Sixty-tifth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  prioouers  of  war  in  Richmond? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  res[)ectful]v,  your  obedient  servant. 

BENJ.  I'.  BUTLEIt, 
Major-Oi'neral,  Cuuunauilintj,  and   Commissioner  of  E.vclianije. 


Hdqrs;.  Third  Division,  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

CItarli'ston,  W.  Ta.,  January  ,;'7,  1364. 
The  Commander  uf  Confederate  Forces  in  S.  W.  Virginia: 

Sir:  I  send  by  flag  of  truce  to  your  lines  by  the  Lewisburg  turn- 
pike a  3Ir.  C.  NV.  .^Iaupin,  who  has  been  detained  at  the  military 
prison  at  Chiuiestou  as  a  hostage  for  ^Ir.  Shaw,  sheritf  of  Putnam 
County,  in  tlie  State  of  West  \'irginia,  who  was  taken  from  his  home 
in  Putnam  County  anil  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to  some  place  within  the 
Confederate  lines.  Mr.  Muupin  leaves  here  under  a  pledge  to  procure 
the  release  of  Sheriff  Shaw.  He  is  bound  by  oath  to  give  no  military 
information,  and  also  to  return  to  the  custody  of  the  L'.  S.  authorities 
at  Charleston  unless  he  shall  procure  the  release  and  return  of  Sheriff 
Shaw  within  twenty  days  from  this  date.  The  capture  of  Jlr.  Shaw 
cannot,  I  think,  have  been  authorized  by  you.  His  detention  can  serve 
no  end,  save  that  of  provoking  retaliation  upon  such  civilians  as  may 
sympathize  with  his  captors,  and  who,  but  for  such  useless  acts,  would 
be  permitteil  to  remain  in  trau(|uillity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vS:c., 

E.  P.  soA:\nioN, 

llriiiadier-Geiier((l,  Command  i)iii  I)  ic  in  ion. 


Office  Co:m>iissai;v-Ceneral  of  Prisoners. 

Washinijton.  D.  C,  January  ^'.'>,  ISfj-l. 
General  D.  H.  Rucker. 

Chief  J>epot  (^hiartermaster.  ]Vasliin//ton,  I).  C.: 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  to  request 
you  will  make  arrangements  for  tlie  transportation  of  :\,Wi)  trooi)S  and 
prisoners  from  Sandusky,  Ohio,  via  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  Baltimore.  It  is 
desired  that  tlie  movement  should  commence  the  day  after  tomorrow. 
I'assenger  cars  will  be  required,  which  should  be  provided  with  a  good 
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supply  of  water  and  be  well  lighted  at  night.  It  should  be  stipulated 
in  the  contract  that  they  will  leave  Sandusky  between  10  a.  m.  and  1 
p.  m.  in  trains  carrying  about  600  men,  and  arrive  at  Baltimore  before 
12  m.  the  second  day  after,  making  about  forty-eight  hours  on  the 
route.    The  trains  will  leave  at  intervals  of  forty-eight  hours. 

Very  re.spectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMA2S-, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  ComminsaryGeneral  of  Prkonern. 


Suegeon-Ge>'EEAL's  Office,  Raleirjh,  January  25,  1,'^64. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  The  Governor  of  this  State  is  anxious  to  obtain  permission  for 
me  to  visit  the  North  by  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  making  proper 
arrangements  for  the  clothing  of  our  prisoners.  Permit  me  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  proposition  may  meet  with  your  approval  and  that 
the  necessary  steps  may  be  taken  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Federal 
authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  WARREN, 
Surgeon- General  of  Xorth  Carolina. 

[First  iadorseraent.] 

Ja>-xjaey  30,  1864. 
Colonel  Ould  for  consideration  and  report  or  conference. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Febeuaky  1,  1S64. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  have  asked  the  consent  of  the  Federal  Government  that  surgeons 
might  be  allowed  reciprocally  to  attend  prisoners.     Please  see  accom- 
panying letter.* 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Third  indorsement,] 

Let  Doctor  Warren  be  informed  that  application  has  been  made  which 
will  include  his  case. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


Office  of  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  :jj,  ls64. 
nis  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance,  Goremor  of  North  Carolina: 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yours  of  20th  instant 
inclosing  a  letter  to  Governor  Seymour,  of  New  York,  covering  three 
bills  of  exchange  on  A.  Collie  &  Co.,  London,  two  for  £500  each  and 
one  for  £200.  The  letter  and  drafts  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  first 
tiag-of-truee  bout.  Receipts  for  these  drafts  will  be  given  by  the  Fed- 
eral agent  of  exeliaiige  and  forwarded  to  you.  As  advised  in  my  letter 
of  the  23d  instant  you  were  informed  by  telegraph  and  letter  that  the 
plan  '-was  the  most  advisal)le  to  furnish  clothing  to  the  troops  from 

"Sue  jLiLiuaiy  L'l,  [).  jiTl. 
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your  State  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war  by  the  enemy.  We  have  the 
assurance  of  the  Federal  authorities  that  clothing  will  be  promptly 
delivered  when  sent  to  our  prisoners,  or  they  will  be  permitted  to  receive 
the  funds  and  make  the  purchases  there."' 

Very  respectfully,  yimr  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.   HATCH, 
Captain  and  Assintant  A(ljutant-(Jenfriil. 


Fort  -Moneoe,  Jmutaiy  2i;,  1S64. 
The  President,  Abraham  Lincoln: 

Your  dispatch  was  received.     All  e.xecutions  have  been  stayeil  until 
further  orders  from  you. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK. 
Major-General,  Command'uuj. 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

■  lanuary  JC.  lS'i4. 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested,  if  not  in  his  opinion  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  all  the  correspondence 
between  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  the  rebel  authorities 
on  the  exchange  of  prisoners  and  the  different  prepositions  connected 
with  that  subject. 

Attest:        '  JXO.  W.  FOKNEY'. 

Si'crrtnni. 


Headquarters  EiaHTEENTH  Army  Oorps, 
Department  i:>f  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  2i>,  1SH4. 
Lieut.  W.  J.  MUNDEN  and  Mr.  Pender  Weeks: 

Messrs:  In  answer  to  your  application  in  regard  to  your  wives  held 
as  hostages  by  (General  Wild  for  the  treatment  of  his  colored  soldier. 
Samuel  Jordan,  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored,  upon  a  full  examination  I 
have  determined- 
First.  That  as  no  difference  was  made  between  Jordan  and  Daniel 
Bright  on  account  of  color,  one  being  hanged  in  rutaluition  for  the 
other  by  the  rebel  authorities,  the  case  presuppwsed  by  (reueral  Wild 
when  the  hostages  were  taken  in  the  persons  tif  these  women,  that  some 
ditferent  treatment  would  be  meted  out  to  his  sokliers  because  of  his 
color  not  having  arisen,  the  order  i^iven  by  him  for  execution  of  the 
women  in  retaliation  will  be  revoked. 

Second.  1  will  leturn  the  women  to  Northwest  Landing  with  a  copy 
of  this  note,  as  direction  to  the  officer  there  that  iijion  your  placini;- 
yourselves  in  his  hands  in  their  stead,  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war 
unless  some  outrage  uotjiistihed  by  civilized  warfare  is  perpetrated  b>' 
the  men  of  your  c()mmands,  the  two  women,  Mrs.  W.  -L  Mundeii  ami 
Mrs.  Pender  Weeks,  will  l>e  delivered  to  their  friends. 

I  take  leave  to  assure  you  that  nothing  lias  been  done  to  them  to 
annoy,  insult,  or  injure  them,  except  the  detention,  as  I  have  no  iloubt 
they  will  inform  you  when  you  see  them. 
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I  am  compelled  to  require  ynur  presence  and  detention  instead  of 
your  wives  on  account  of  further  threatened  retaliation  made  by  the 
men  of  your  regiment  upon  the  soldiers  who  may  be  unfortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  their  hands,  and  in  order  that  the  transaction  may 
assure  you  and  your  people — 

First.  Tliat  we  will  carry  on  this  war  upon  the  rules  "f  civilized 
warfare  if  ])ermitted  to  do  so  by  the  rebel  authorities. 

Second.  That  we  will  not  i)ermit  outrages  upon  our  men  without 
swift,  severe,  and  stern  retaliation.  It  is  tor  your  friends  therefore  to 
malve  the  clioi(;e. 

Daniel  Bright,  wlio  was  executed  by  General  Wild,  was  a  deserter 
from  the  Sixty-second  Georgia:  was  wrongfully  enlisted  in  the  Sixty- 
sixth  North  Carolina;  was  engaged  not  in  warfare,  but  in  pillage  and 
murder,  as  a  guerrilla;  was  duly  tried  by  court-martial,  sentenced,  and 
banged:  and  the  execution  of  Private  Jordan  in  retaliation  for  that 
act  will  be  made  the  subject  of  other  and  different  measures  from  any 
that  relate  to  yourselves  and  your  treatment. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfully,  yours, 

nEy.J.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major- General,  Commnndiuf/. 


Report  of  inspection  of  ramp  and  field  hospitals  at  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
January  i'fi,  18ii-i.  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting  medical  inspector 
of  prisoners  of  irar. 

Designation  of  camp— Camp  Morton.  Commander  of  camp — Colonel 
Stevens,  Invalid  Corps.  Command  and  strength — prisoners  of  war, 
3, '207;  guard,  18  companies  Invalid  Corps.  Location  of  camp — about 
one  mile  north  of  city.  Water,  source  and  supply — wells,  sufticieut. 
Water,  quality  and  eltects— good.  Fuel— wood,  sutticient.  Soil — sand 
and  clay.  Drainage — artiticial,  imperfect,  but  much  better  attended  to 
than  at  hist  insi)ection.  Topography — camp-ground  rlat,  but  can  be 
readily  drained  into  a  creek  running  in  a  deep  gully  through  center  of 
camp.  Police  of  camp — of  ground,  very  good;  of  barracks,  very  much 
neglected.  Discipline  in  camp — much  more  strict  than  at  last  inspec- 
tion. Duties  ill  camp — none.  Tents  or  huts,  position— barracks,  on 
north  and  west  sides  of  imlosure.  Tents  or  huts,  pattern  and  quality — 
one  story,  very  much  dilapidated  and  in  need  of  repair.  Tents  or  huts, 
ventilation  and  removal— ventilated  oidy  by  dilapidation  and  by  insuf- 
ticient  doors  and  \\  indows.  Tents  or  huts,  sufficiency — if  in  repair,  for 
about  L.-iOO.  Ileating — sufficient,  by  stoves.  Sinks,  construction — open 
excavation.  Sinks,  condition  and  position — rear  of  barracks.  Sinks, 
management — not  well  attended  to,  though  in  very  much  better  condi- 
tion than  at  last  inspection.  Removal  of  otfal,  &C. — tolerably  well 
attended  to.  liations — abundant  and  of  good  i|uality.  Cooking  in 
camp — much  reform  needed:  prisoners  cook  their  rations  with  iiisiifH- 
cient  utensils  over  camp  tires:  cookhouses  to  be  erected  and  cooking 
done  by  detail.  Inspection  of  food — none  after  cooking.  Portable 
ovens — bread  of  very  good  quality,  baked  in  camp.  Vegetables — insnf 
ticient  in  (piantity.  Cleanliness  of  men — tilthy.  Cleanliness  of  cloth- 
ing— filthy  from  want  of  laundry  and  washing  facilities.  (Quality  of 
clothing— poor.  «^)uantity  of  clothing — insufficient.  Blankets  and  bed 
ding — in  hospital,  sufficient  and  in  good  order;  in  (|uarters,  a  sufficient 
supply  of  blankets.  Habits  of  men — indolent,  should  he  furnished  with 
emi)loynieut.     Condition  of  men — in  nuarters,  tiltliy  ;  in  hospital,  excel- 
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lent,  but  ill  want  of  additional  hospital  clothing.  Hospital  buildings — 
four,  two  of  which  are  new;  kitchen  too  small;  uo  laundry.  Hospital 
tents — sixteen,  not  floored;  six  additional  tents  not  yet  erected.  Hos- 
pital police— generally  excellent.  Hospital  discipline — good.  Hospital 
diet  and  cooking— diet  good;  cooking  well  done  and  inspected;  kitchen 
too  small.  Hospital  heat  and  ventilation— well  heated  by  stoves;  in 
new  wards  facilities  for  ventilation  good,  bat  not  yet  completed.  Hos- 
pital capacity — in  wards,  about  lOO,  allowing  800  cubic  ieet  to  each 
[latient;  intents,  132;  total,  292.  Number  sick — in  hospital,  i:40;  in  quar- 
ters, 706;  total,  'J4(i.  Transportation  of  sick — no  ambulance  detailed  to 
prison,  not  necessary;  transportation  of  medical  supplies,  by  ([uarter- 
master.  State  of  medical  supplies  and  surgical  instruments — sutlicieut 
and  in  excellept  order.  State  of  hospital  records — ^enernlly  very  well 
kept.  State  of  hospital  accounts — not  as  strictly  kept  or  scrutinized  as 
they  should  be.  State  of  hospital  fund — December  .'51, 18(i3,  Sl.llT:  pur- 
chases, articles  of  diet  and  table  furniture,  8208.(54.  Reports — generally 
well  kept  up.  Reiiuisitions — promptly  tilled.  Medical  attendance — 
sutticient;  surgeon  in  charge,  assisted  by  three  acting  assistant  surgeons, 
two  physicians  (prisoners).  Nursing — by  convalescents  and  detail  of 
prisoners.  Interments — by  contract.  Diseases  local — from  contlitiun 
of  barracks  and  faulty  cooking  of  rations,  pneumonia,  chronic  diarrhea, 
may  be  said  to  have  localized  themselves.  Diseases  prevalent — i)neu- 
monia,  chronic  diarrhea,  chronic  bronchitis,  typho-malarial  fever, 
scurvy.  Diseases  zymotic — no  variola  (smallpox),  rubeola  (measles) 
has  been  quite  frequent.  Diseases,  mitigation  and  prevention  of — in 
hospital  all  is  done  that  can  be,  but  the  condition  of  the  barracks  and 
faulty  cooking  tend  to  overflow  the  hospital.  Recoveries  from  diseases, 
recoveries  from  wounds,  mortality  from  diseases,  mortality  from 
wounds — from  the  general  character  of  the  men  and  their  quarters 
recovery  from  disease  is  necessarily  slow  and  the  death  rate  very  large. 
Report  for  November,  ISii.},  total  strength,  2,808;  deaths,  GS;  per  cent., 
2.42;  average  number  on  sick  report  daily,  315.  December,  18113,  total 
strength,  3.144;  deaths.  92;  per  cent.,  2.92;  daily  average  sick,  742. 

^Medical  otMcers — Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  W.  A.  Johnson  in  charge,  assisted 
by  three  acting  assistant  surgeons  and  two  physicians  ' prisoners),  one 
acting  hospital  steward. 

Remarks  ('oncerning  character  and  skill:  Doctor  Johnson  is  an  ener- 
getic and  skillful  officer,  and  has  succeeded  in  working  a  very  great 
change  tor  the  better  in  this  hospital  since  he  assumed  the  charge,  but 
declares  his  intention  of  throwing  up  his  ctmtract  and  retiring  from  the 
service.  I  wouUl  earnestly  recommend  that  a  commissioned  medical 
ofticer  be  assigned  t(j  the  charge  of  eacli  of  the  [uison  cam|i  hospitals. 

Prison  fund — January  26,  1864,  •84,208.03.  Tin'  [)resent  commandant 
of  Camp  Morton  is  rapidly  improving  the  condition  of  the  camp.  Tlie 
gully  ninning  through  tlie  camp  ground  has  been  thoroughly  policed, 
and  the  lieil  of  the  creek  dug  out,  so  that  wiuMi  the  system  of  ditching 
now  in  progress  is  conqileted  it  will  form  a  valuable  adjunct  in  the 
drainage  of  the  camp.  The  barracks  are  much  overcrowded  and  \  eiy 
much  in  need  of  repair.  In  their  present  condition  it  is  only  to  lie 
wondered  at  that  the  sick  report  is  not  larger  than  it  is.  It  is  proposed 
to  repair  the  barracks  and  rioor  them,  and  to  erect  new  barracks  as 
the  condition  of  the  hospital  fnud  will  allow.  Cook-houses  are  also  to 
be  erected  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  uteusils.  These  will  soon 
pay  for  thenjselves  in  preventing  waste  of  rations  and  in  the  saving  of 
luel,  and  the  necessary  improvement  in  the  mode  of  cooking  will  ^o  far 
in  preventing  much  of  the  disease  which  is  now  largely  attributal'le  to 
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the  use  of  badly  cooked  food.  When  the  proposed  improvements  are 
completed  the  present  hospital  accoramodatious  will  be  ample.  I  have 
directed  that  the  hospital  kitcheii  be  enlarged  aad  that  a  few  addi- 
tional and  necessary  uteuji^ils  be  procured.  1  have  also  directed  that  a 
temporary  building  for  a  hospital  laundry  be  erected.  At  present  the 
washing  is  done  outside  the  prison  by  laundresses,  who  are  mustered 
and  paid  by  the  Government  as  in  general  hospitals.  This  is  entirely 
irregular,  for  these  are  not  general  hospitals,  and  if  laundresses  aie 
employed  at  all  tbey  sliould  be  paid  from  the  hospital  or  prison  fund. 
This  e'xpense  is  needless,  however,  for  with  the  proper  facilities  there  is 
no  reason  whvthe  necessary  washing  should  not  be  done  by  the  prisoners. 
Additional  hospital  clothing-  is  needed,  and  I  have  directed  the  pur- 
chase of  300  shirts,  300  pair  of  drawers,  and  300  pair  of  socks  to  be 
retained  and  used  in  the  hospital  only.  1  learn  that  the  two  new  wards 
for  tlie  hospital  at  this  camp  were  built  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart 
ment  instead  of  from  the  prison  fund.  Would  it  not  be  practicable  to 
exchange  the  addition  built  to  the  city  hospital  in  1S6L'  for  this,  at  least 
in  part  "payment  therefor?  This  latter  is  now  used  for  Federal  troops 
as  a  part  of  tiie  T.  S.  general  hospital  and  is  no  longer  needed  foe  the 
use  of  prisoners.  It  was  paid  for  from  the  prison  fuiul.  together  with  its 
furniture,  with  the  exception- of  some  eighty  bedsteads  (iron),  the  bill 
for  which,  I  am  informed  by  the  medical  director,  is  as  yet  unpaid.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  henceforth  all  hospital  supplies  needed 
for  the  prison  camps  be  purchased  from  the  prison  fund  instead  of  being 
purchased  on  requisition  from  the  Medical  Department,  U.  S.  Army. 
This  would  relieve  that  department  of  a  heavy  burden,  which  should 
properly  fall  on  the  prison  fund,  and  which,  in  most  if  not  in  every  case, 
could  be  readily  borne  by  that  fund.  The  (piarters  of  the  guard  out- 
side the  prison  inclosure  are  in  admirable  condition,  well  drained  and 
jiolire  complete.  Both  men  and  camps  are  a  credit  to  the  commanding 
othcer  and  his  subordinates. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
SurijiOH  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  27,  l^>i4. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  answer  to  your 
instructions  of  yesterday's  date  in  reference  to  an  order  represented 
to  liave  been  issued  by  Major-General  Butler,  dated  Fort  Monroe  the 
25th  instant,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

All  prisoners  lievetofore  held  by  Conrederate  authorities,  whether  civilians,  offi- 
reiM.  or  soWiiTS.  receivod  at  City  Point  before  the  I'Oth  instant  t'roiu  the  Confederate 
cinniiiissiouer  are  hereby  declared  exchanged. 

The  jioints  to  which  my  attention  is  called  in  your  instructions  are 
the  following: 

First.  Whetlier  it  itho  order)  is  in  accordance  with  the  cartel  hitherto  existing 
botweei!  this  i.oveiumeut  ;iuci  the  rebel  aiitliorities. 

Sei-oud.   Wliether  it  is  in  accordiince  with  or  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  war. 

Third.  Whetlier  in  your  (  my  ^  opinion  it  is  expedient  that  such  au  order  should  lie 
iiiaile  under  existini;  ciri-umstauces  with  the  reasons  for  the  opinion  you  express. 

Fourth.  Whether  any  authority  has  been  conferred  upon  General  Butler,  by  or 
throuu'h  you,  to  make  such  an  order. 

Fifth.  Your  recouimendations  as  to  what  shall  be  done  in  the  premises  in  case  such 
an  oriler  has  been  issued  by  or  through  you. 

;First.]  The  order  of  General  Butler  does  not  on  its  fixce  expressly 
purport  to  have  been  issued  in  accordance  with  the  cartel,  and  unless 
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there  was  some  prior  conference  or  agreement  between  General  Butler 
and  the  rebel  ageut,  Mr.  Ould,  which  has  not  been  reported  I  see  in 
the  order  in  question  no  connection  it  can  have  with  the  cartel'.  It  has 
the  appearance,  on  tlie  contrary,  ot  an  independent  isolated  order,  the 
authority  for  which  is  unlinown  to  me.  In  the  absence  of  explanations, 
there  being  none  with  the  order,  I  regard  it  as  being  without  authority 
from  the  cartel. 

Second.  If  the  order  is,  as  it  now  appears,  without  authority  from 
the  cartel,  it  is  without  question  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war.  It  is 
manifest  that  no  general  is  authorized  by  the  laws  of  war  to  declare  a 
body  of  troops  on  parole  freed  from  the  obligations  of  their  parole  by 
an  ex  parte  declaration  unsustained  by  the  party  accepting  the  parole 
unless  the  i)arole  itself  can  be  shown  to  have  been  invalid  and  without 
authority,  and  even  where  the  valitlity  of  the  parole  is  questioned  the 
precise  authority  for  determining  a  disputed  point  of  this  sort  is  by  no 
means  settled.  In  this  case,  however,  there  is  no  question  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  paroles.  The  prisoners  atfected  by  the  order,  unless  a 
few  ntizens  be  excepted,  had  been  captured  bv  the  enemy,  had  been 
duly  delivered  on  parole  at  City  Point,  and  were  mostlv  at  the  parole 
camp  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

Third.  In  answer  to  the  third  point  I  have  to  observe  that  when  Mr. 
Ould,  the  rebel  agent,  in  September  and  October  last  made  his  declara- 
tions of  exchange  in  violation  ot  the  laws  of  war,  and  without  authority 
from  the  cartel.^  we  on  our  side  emphatically  protested  against  his 
proceedings.  We  accepted  indeed  his  express  invitation  to  declare 
exchanged  a  number  of  our  men  then  on  parole,  which  we  were  fully 
authorized  to  do;  but  when  subse(|uently  we  came  into  possession  of 
the  prisoners  ithe  prisoners  now  declared  by  General  Butler  to  be 
exchanged)  the  (Jeneral-iii-Chief  addressed  an  inquiry  to  me  desiring 
to  know  whether  those  prisoners  could  not  be  declared  exchanged.  I 
expressed  my  opinion  in  the  negative.  We  claimed  indeed  that  the 
rebel  agent  had  declared  exchanged  a  considerable  number  of  his  own 
men,  over  and  above  any  right  on  his  part,  contrary  to  the  cartel  and 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  war.  iJut  here  was  a  (juestion  in  dispute 
between  the  parties,  and  I  remarked  to  General  Halleck  that  a  decla- 
ration of  exchange  under  the  circumstances  on  our  part  would  be  but 
following  the  example  of  the  rebel  agent,  against  which  we  had  earn- 
estly protested.  The  Geueralin  Chief  appeared  to  be  satisfied  with  that 
view  and  took  no  further  steps  in  the  matter. 

Since  that  time  the  position  of  the  entire  (piestion  has  remained 
unchanged.  The  enemy  has  not  receiled  from  Ids  point  of  view,  neither 
have  we  receded  from  our  own,  and  unless  General  Butler  has  been  able 
to  come  to  some  understanding  or  explanation  with  tlie  rebel  authorities 
on  this  subject,  of  which  1  am  not  adviseil,  I  regard  this  declaration 
of  exchange  by  him  as  an  unauthorized  step,  indirectly  sanctioning  the 
proceedings  < if  .Air.  Ould.  or  the  rebel  authorities,  to  which  we  have  taken 
exception.  It  is  an  instance  of  an  arbitrary  order,  tlie  direct  effect 
of  which  must  be  still  farther  to  couii.licate  the  (|uestiou  of  exchange, 
already  sufficiently  embarrassing. 

A.s  it  is  plain  that  we  cannot  return  prisoners  of  war  on  parole  to 
the  South  if  the  rebel  authorities  assume  arbitrarily  to  declare  tliein 
exchanged,  so  neither  can  we  expect  the  South  to  send  our  captured 
troops  to  the  North  on  parole  if  an  agent  of  exchange  or  a  general 
officer  assumes  to  put  arms  in  their  hands  and  send  them  into  the  field 
when  there  has  been  no  agreement  between  the  parties  to  that  end. 
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I  therefore  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  order  of  General  Butler 
is  inexpedient  under  existing  circumstances,  except  that  inasmuch  as 
General  Butler  effected  an  exchange  of  some  500  prisoners,  delivering 
and  receiving  about  that  number,  he  was  authorized  to  declare  a  num- 
ber equal  to  that  delivered  by  him  exchanged,  furnishing  an  accnrat* 
list  of  them  according  to  the  hfth  article  of  the  cartel. 

Fourth.  The  only  authority  conferred  upon  General  Butler  to  make 
exchanges  through  me  or  within  my  knowledge  is  contained  in  the 
annexed  copy  of  an  order,  marked  A,*  dated  Fort  Monroe,  December  17, 
1863,  which  was  communicatetl  to  him  under  instructions  from  the  War 
Department  as  exhibited  iu  the  annexed  copy  of  an  order,  marked  B,t 
dated  War  Department,  December  10,  1863,  addressed  to  myself. 

The  special  order  of  the  17th  of  December,  vide  copy  herewith  marked 
0,1  was  furnished  to  General  Butler  merely  to  enable  him  to  make  known 
if  necessary  his  authority  to  meet  the  rebel  agent  under  Hag  of  truce  on 
the  business  of  exchange  without  exhibiting  his  detailed  instructions. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  instructions  thus  recited  or -referred  to 
to  authorize  General  Butler  to  act  retrospectively  and  declare  a  body 
of  prisoners  exchanged  then  ou  parole  within  our  lines  unless  their 
relations  to  the  enemy  should  be  changed.  General  ?')Utler  was  per- 
mitted by  his  instructions  to  waive  the  consideration  of  questions  of 
difficulty  then  pending  between  this  Government  and  the  rebel  authori- 
ties on  the  subject  of  exchange  until  further  interchange  of  views 
between  himself  and  those  authorities,  but  he  was  not  authorized  to 
assume  to  dispose  of  those  questions  by  an  arbitrary  decision  of  his 
own;  he  was  authorized  to  exchange  prisoners,  man  for  nuin  and  grade 
for  grade,  irrespective  of  the  then  existing  difdculties. 

If  there  had  been  any  sufficient  authority  for  a  declaration  of  exchange 
for  the  prisoners  in  question  prior  to  General  Butler  entering  upon  duty 
in  connection  with  the  subject  of  exchanges  General  Butler  might 
naturally  have  concluded  that  the  claims  of  some  1,500  men  and  the 
claims  of  the  Government  and  the  country  in  relation  to  them  would 
not  have  been  overlooked.  Xo  change  of  relations  iu  respect  to  those 
men  has  occurred  within  my  knowledge,  and  none  has  been  reported 
by  General  Butler  so  far  as  I  know. 

My  answer  to  the  fourth  point  is,  tlierefore,  that  General  Butler  had 
no  authority  to  make  the  declaration  in  (juestion;  and  this  unavoidably 
leads  to  the  remark  that  we  canuot  expect  to  return  to  a  becoming 
intercourse  with  tlie  enemy  under  tiag  of  truce  except  by  a  strict 
adherence  ou  our  part  to  the  laws  of  war,  and,  as  I  consider  the  decla- 
ration in  (question  is  iu  coutra\entioii  of  those  laws,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  recommending  that  the  order  be  revoked. 

The  intercourse  of  belligerents,  apart  from  open  violence  in  the  field, 
which  has,  however,  its  own  imperative  laws,  is  always  a  matter  of 
great  delicacy,  and  cannot  prosper  except  when  both  parties  act  upon 
common  piiuciples  accepted  by  bi)tli ;  and  nothing  can  embarrass  inter- 
course under  rlag  of  truce  nKjre  than  an  assumption  by  one  party  to 
decide  a  disputed  point  upon  a  judgment  not  submitted  to  the  other 
for  acce()tance  or  remark. 

It  may  be  unfortunate  tliat  we  have  a  number — possibly  1,500  or 
more — of  our  men  on  parole  within  our  lines  not  to  take  arms  until 
exchanged,  but  if  we  undertake  to  put  these  men  with  arms  into  the 
field  without  being  duly  exchanged  we  not  only  expose  the  men  to  the 
danger  of  being  dealt  with,  if  captured  again,  for  breach  of  parole,  one 

'  See  Hitchcock  to  Butler,  p.  711. 
t  Sec  Stanton  to  Mitchcoek,  p.  709. 
*,  See  Hitchcock  to  liiitler,  p.  712. 
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of  the  highest  ofiFenses  known  in  war,  but  we  inevitably  give  the  enemy 
the  very  pretext  he  wants  to  force  upon  us  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
exchange  his  unauthorized  guerrilla  captures  of  non  combatants. ' 
I  annex  herewith  a  copy  of  the  cartel  of  exchange,  marked  D.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .-servant 

E.  A.   HITCHCOCK,     '      ' 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commifisioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  :j~,  1864. 
Col.  James  W.  Hinton, 

Commanding  North  Carolina  State  Forces: 

Colonel:  Your  letter  per  tlag  of  truce  of  date  January  15  was 
received,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Brisadier  General  Wild  to  John 
T.  Elliott,  captain  of  guerrillas.  I  am  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  .state 
to  you  tte  exact  policy  which  I  propose  to  jjursue  in  carrving  on  the 
war  now  raging  between  the  Confederate  authorities  and  my  Govern- 
ment, because  upon  that  subject  there  seems  to  be  a  wide  iiiisundor- 
stauding.  Perhaps  the  easiest  way  to  elucidate  it  will  be  an  explicit 
statement  of  what  I  do  not  mean  to  do. 

First,  then,  I  do  not  mean  to  conduct  the  war  like  a  fishwomaii  in 
BilHngsgate  by  calling  hard  names,  such  as  '-brnte,"  '-beast,"  &c. 

Second.  1  do  not  mean  to  carry  it  ou  by  any  futile  proclamations  of 
outlawry  against  any  officer  or  soldier  duly  authorized  and  commis- 
sioned for  doing  his  duty. 

Third.  I  do  not  mean  to  carry  it  on  by  threatening  when  1  am  beaten 
to  take  to  the  woods  and  organize  guerrilla  forces. 

Fourth.  I  do  not  pro[iose  to  carry  it  on  unless  my  troops  will  obey 
my  orders,  and  if  they  do  not  while  1  am  in  command  of  them  I  shall 
not  attbrd  them  protection. 

Again,  I  do  mean  to  carry  on  this  war  according  to  the  rules  of  civil- 
ized warfare  as  between  alien  enemies. 

To  apply,  then,  this  principle  to  the  case  you  mention  of  the  action 
of  General  Wild.  General  Wild  found  Daniel  Bright,  a  deserter  from 
the  Sixty-second  Georgia  Regiment,  carrying  on  robbery  and  pdlage  in 
the  peaceable  counties  of  Camden  and  Pas(|ui)tank.  He  was  further 
informed  and  believed  that  being  such  a  deserter  he  and  his  company 
had  refused  to  obey  any  order  emanating  from  you  or  the  Governor  i)f 
North  Carolina,  because  you  had  freipiently  ordered  the  squad  of  which 
he  had  pretended  to  be  one  across  the  Chowan  Kiver,  and  they  had 
refused  to  obey.  These  facts  appeared  to  the  court  martial  beibre  which 
Daniel  Bright  was  tried,  and,  in  my  judgment,  brought  him  within  the 
strict  meaning  of  the  term  ■•  guerrilla." 

If  these  facts  are  true,  and  they  are  known  to  you  if  they  are  so— the 
fact  that  he  was  a  member  of  a  (ieorgia  re.yiment  beinu'  shown  bv  tiie 
placard  put  upon  the  body  of  Private  .lordaii.  who  was"haii;;fd  iii  pre- 
tended retaliation  tor  liim— it  is  quite  clear  that  he  met  his  fate  accord- 
ing to  every  rule  of  warfare,  and  the  murder  of  .lordaii  in  pretemb'd 
retaliation  for  him  will  be  met  in  such  a  way  as  becomes  the  Government 
which  I  represent. 

If  Elliott  and  his  men  had  refused  to  obey  your  orders  and  to  march 
as  they  were  directed,  but  remained  in  a  peaceable  county  against  the 
will  of  the  inhabitants,  plundering  and  burning  as  tliey  were  doing,  and 
as  we  were  informed  they  were  doing,  they  also  deserved  a  like  fate  as 

'See  Vol.  I\',  this  series,  p.  1'66. 
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Daniel  Bright  by  every  rule  of  civilized  warfare.  But  if  your  men  are 
met  in  the  held,  in  the  usual  duty  of  soldiers,  uuder  your  command  or 
that  of  any  other  duly  qualified  oiBcer  carrying  on  war  in  any  form  that 
war  has  been  carried  on  by  any  Christian  nation,  except  the  English 
against  the  Chinese,  they  will  be  treated  whenever  captured  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  all  the  more  tenderly  by  me  because  they  are  North 
Carolina  troops,  most  of  whom  I  believe  unwillingly  iu  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  Government. 

General  Wild's  threat  was  only  against  "guerrillas,"  and  these  are 
men  coming  within  the  description  which  1  have  given,  and  you  can  easily 
determine  for  yourself  whether  your  regiment  as  organized  does  come 
within  that  description.  If  not,  they  may  fear  nothing  worse  than 
imprisonment.  If  they  do,  it  will  be  more  convenient  for  them  not  to 
get  into  our  hands. 

I  leave  it  to  your  own  good  sense  whether  the  kind  of  warfare  carried 
on  for  the  past  year  iu  the  counties  of  Camden,  Currituck,  Pasquo- 
tank and  the  neighboring  counties  tends  either  to  set  up  the  Confed- 
erate Governmeut  among  tlie  nations  of  the  earth  or  overthrow  and 
cripi)le  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  and  if  it  does  neither, 
whetlier  such  a  warfare  ouglit  not  be  stopped  by  the  most  stringent 
measures. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
^[aj(n•-General,  Commanding. 


PlTLASKi,  January  2T,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowers,  Assistant  A<}jntant- General: 

General  Roddey  desires  to  make  an  exchange  with  me,  man  for  man. 
Will  I  be  allowed  to  do  it? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier- General, 

Confederate  States  of  x\.>ierica.  War  Department, 

Richmond,   Va.,  January  :i7,  1S64, 
Ma.j.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Agent  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  All  of  the  deliveries  at  City  Point  have  been  mutually  declared 
exchanged  up  to  September  1,  1803.  Since  that  date  there  have  been 
several  deliveries,  the  numbers  on  each  side  generally  corres[)ondiug. 
If  there  is  any  excess  it  is  iu  our  deliveries. 

On  the  1st  of  February  I  shall  decdare  all  otfi<'ers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  delivered  at  City  Point  at  any  time  prior  to  January  1,  ISC'!, 
exchanged. 

Yiiu  can  make  a  similar  notire  as  to  those  who  have  been  delivered 
to  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  RO.  OULD. 

Agent  of  Exchange. 


riEAn(jrAUTERS  Military  Prison, 
Cintiji   Moitnn,  Indiaiiapuli.s,  lud.,  January  27.  1864. 
Capt.  W.  T.  Hartz, 

Assistant  Adjutiuit-<!i  >iirnl,   Washington,  D.  C. : 
Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
shooting  of  (ioacin  Aicr!ii:iiir.  ( '(uifederate  prisoner,  by  a  sentinel  of 
the  guard  at  this  camp  tm  the  morning  of  the  lOth  of  January,  186-4. 
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The  report  of  the  officer  of  the  guard,  Lieut.  T.  tl.  Tyudale,  received 
through  Captain  Pingree.  officer  of  the  day,  shows  that  the  occurrence 
took  place  at  1.30  a.  m.  on  the  I6th  instant  at  post  No.  2(»  on  the  guard 
line.  Tlie  sentinel  on  dnty  at  said  post,  being  examined,  states  that 
he  had  been  annoyed  repeatedly  during  his  tour  of  duty  by  prisoners 
leaving  their  barracks  and  approac'hing  the  fence,  contrary  to  orders; 
that  the  deceased  had  iiuitted  his  quarters  and  was  approaching  the 
frnce  in  the  same  manner,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  he 
ordered  him  to  halt  and  return  to  liis  <iuarters:  that  the  prisoner,  on 
receiving  the  order,  stopped  and  made  answer,  but  did  not  return  to 
his  quarters.  Theorder  being  repeated,  and  tiie  prisoner  still  refusing 
obedience,  the  guard  states  tiiat  he  tired  on  him.  and  immediately 
called  the  number  of  his  post,  following  strictly  the  instructions  he  had 
received.  Post  Xo.  I'l,  contiguous,  states  that  the  order  was  given  dis- 
tinctly each  time,  ami  that  the  prisoner  must  have  heard  and  under- 
stood it.  As  several  attempts  have  been  made  i>y  prisoners  to  escape 
at  that  point  during  the  present  mouth,  it  is  probaijie  that  the  deceased 
approached  the  fence  with  a  similar  intention.  The  deceased  himself, 
a. short  time  before  his  death,  stated  that  he  left  his  quarters  to  go  to 
the  sinks.  As  there  are  no  sinks  in  the  (juarter  to  which  lie  was  going 
he  must  liave  had  other  intentions. 

\'ery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,  Command in(j   Camp  Morton. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washimiton,  February  ;,  1S64. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  sentinel  seems  to  have  obeyed  his  orders,  and  rigid  orders  to  the 
guard  are  necessary  to  preserve  order  and  discipline  among  the  pris- 
oners; but  great  care  should  be  observed  by  the  commanding  officer 
that  excesses  are  not  committed  under  the  plea  of  enforcing  orders,  and 
Colonel  Stevens  will  be  cautioned  to  this  effect. 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colont'l   Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  I'risoners. 

[Sfcoml  inai)rs.'Tiieiit.l 

War  Department,  ^fnrch  lO,  isei. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary  (ieneral  of  Prisoners. 
The  shooting  was  justitiable;  but  in  all  such  cases  an  investigation 
should  be  made  by  a  board  of  officers. 
By  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBV. 
Briijadier-tjeneral  and  Aii-sist((}tt  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  Sumter,  Andersonrille,  Ga..  January  iT,  lS>i-l. 
Colonel  Harris,  Commandiny  Conscript  Camp.  Macon,  Ga.  : 

Sir:  Ciider  instructions  from  the  (i>uartermaster-Geiieral  I  am 
ref|uired  to  purchase  in  southwestern  Georgia  and  in  Floridii  as  much 
beef  as  1  shall  need  for  the  sui>ply  to  Fetleral  prisoners  at  this  post, 
and  shall  need  some  detailed  men  to  drive  the  beeves.  VVill  \  on  be 
kind  enough  to  Inform  me  \v  liether  I  shall  make  application  to  you  for 


886  PRISONERS    OF    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

the  detail  of  those  men  and  if  any  special  form  is  required.     Please 
answer  at  once,  as  I  must  be  making  my  necessary  arrangements. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  WIJSTDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  (Quartermaster. 


Examining  board  of  surgeons,  Richmond.     Report  of  surgeons  on  the 
condition  of  certain  cells  in  the  penitentiary.* 

[Indorsement.] 

January  27,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  G-overnor  Smith. 

Cau  the  ulaces  recommended  be  secured  for  cases  of  extreme  retalia- 
tion? 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Richmond,  January  2S,  1S64.     (Received  March  1.) 
The  Honorable  the  Seceetaby  of  Wae  of  the  United  States: 

Allow  me  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  simple  statement  with 
no  other  design  than  to  subserve  the  cause  of  humanity  as  connected 
with  the  treatment  of  prisoners. 

Some  weeks  since  it  was  my  privilege  to  obtain  the  release  of  Doctor 
Goldsborough,  a  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  I  had  repeatedly  visited 
him  during  his  confinement  and  was  permitted  to  proffer  to  him  and 
others  similarly  situated  any  assistance  which  I  deemed  proper.  He 
invariably  replied  to  my  inipuries  that  he  was  furnished  with  everything 
that  a  prisoner  of  war  could  expect,  wanting  nothing  but  an  additional 
undergarment  to  supply  the  place  of  one  which  he  had  lost  at  Gettys- 
burg. This  I  offered  to  send  him  at  once,  but  as  he  expressed  a  prefer- 
ence for  purchasing  it  with  his  own  funds,  which  were  iu  the  possession 
of  Cieueral  Winder,  I  had  the  order  procured  and  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal. He  did  not  use  it,  and  in  a  subseiiuent  interview  attempted  an 
explanation,  but  so  confused  in  its  character  that  I  changed  the  conver- 
sation to  relieve  his  embarrassment.  At  a  later  date  he  sent  for  me  to 
show  nie  a  letter  which  he  had  received,  informing  him  of  the  illness  of 
his  father  and  brother,  and  of  their  great  desire  to  see  him,  and  asked 
me  to  procure  his  parole  for  that  puri)ose.  He  urged  this  on  the  ground 
of  his  being  a  non-combatant,  assuring  me  that  he  had  not  joined  the 
army  from  any  zeal  against  the  South,  but  that,  being  without  practice, 
he  was  desirous  to  be  in  a  position  which  would  afford  him  employment 
and  suiiport  iu  the  line  of  his  profession. 

1  went  iiiunediateiy  to  .Fudge  <  )uld  and  asked  for  the  parole  solely  on 
the  plea  (jf  humanity.  He  replied  that  under  the  existing  difticulties 
which  had  arrested  the  exchange  of  prisoners  lie  did  not  feel  authorized 
to  yield  to  the  sympathy  whi(.-h  the  case  involved,  unless  by  so  doing 
something  could  be  etfected  toward  a  general  exchauge  ot  surgeons  and 
chaplains:  but  if  Doctor  (u)l(l.>borough  could  and  would  visit  Washing- 
ton for  this  purpose,  and  use  his  own  and  such  other  iutluence  as  he 
could  obtain  to  promote  this  excliange  on  the  plan  proposed  by  Judge 
Ould,  theu  the  parole  might  Ije  gianted.     I  asked  for  these  conditions 

*  Ouly  thia  biict'  ;iiid  the  iudoi-semtjut  found. 
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in  writing,  and  handed  them  to  Doctor  Goldsborough  for  his  considera- 
tion. He  assured  me  that  he  cordially  approved  of  the  views  of  Judge 
Ould  and  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevail  on  his  Government  to 
concur.  He  then  signed  an  agreement  to  this  effect  and  took  a  copy 
for  himself.  By  the  next  tiag  of  truce  he  was  permitted  to  return  to 
the  United  States,  and  carried  with  him  the  funds  which  during  his 
imprisonment  had  been  in  tlie  keeping  of  the  provost-marshal. 

In  pa' ting  I  took  the  liberty  of  stating  to  him  that  my  ability  to  be 
of  service  to  others  would  dei)end  nuich  on  his  course  after  his  libera- 
tion, and  expressed  the  ho[)e  that  notiiing  would  occur  to  make  me 
regret  my  agency  in  procuring  his  parole.  His  assurances  left  no  room 
for  apprehending  the  slightest  disappointment.  And  yet,  this  man 
with  a  worthy  name,  which  he  should  have  changed  before  prostituting 
it  by  ingratitude  and  falsehood,  had  scarcely  reached  his  home  when  he 
began  to  utter  the  grossest  misrepresentations  as  to  the  treatment  to 
which  his  fellow-prisoners  and  himself  had  been  subjected;  hastened 
to  Washington,  not  to  comply  in  good  faith  with  his  engagements  as 
an  agent  for  etiecting  a  humane  arrangement,  but  to  widen  the  existing 
breach  and  inflame  revenge  by  his  report  of  cruelties  which  he  knew 
had  never  been  practi<-ed:  and  then  to  boast  that  his  statements  had 
stimulated  his  Government  to  severe  retaliation  upon  the  Confederate 
.soldiers  in  their  prison.s.  As  I  was  connected  with  his  parole,  which 
afforded  him  the  opportunity  for  attempting  to  increase  the  sufferings 
of  others,  1  deem  it  a  duty  to  make  this  statement  to  correct  the  false 
impression  which  his  uncontradicted  representation  may  have  produced 
and  to  prevent  the  misery  which  might  ensue. 

y\y  own  testimony  is  as  follows:  During  my  visits  to  the  Libby 
Prison  to  minister  to  its  inmates,  as  need  might  require,  I  have  often 
appealed  to  them  individually  and  in  groups  to  know  if  they  had  any 
cause  to  complain  of  the  treatment  which  they  experienced,  assuring 
them  of  my  readiness  to  secure  the  redress  of  any  real  grievance.  The 
uniform  reply  has  been  that  they  had  no  inhumanity  to  complain  of, 
and  that  except  the  want  of  outdoor  exercise  they  wanted  nothing  but 
to  go  home.  The  spacious  rooms  of  the  building,  which  was  originally 
an  extensive  tobacco  warehouse,  I  always  found  sufficiently  wanned  and 
ventilated,  and  the  appearance  of  the  inmates  that  of  persons  in  good 
health. 

In  penning  this  statement  I  do  but  comply  with  the  demands  of  con- 
science and  humanity,  and  shall  be  most  happy  if  it  serves  to  prevent 
all  unnecessary  suffering  on  the  part  of  tliose  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
has  subjected  to  imprisonment. 

With  due  consideration,  voius, 

J.  .rOHNS, 
Bishop  of  the  I'rofcstant  Episcopal  Church   in    Virginia. 


HEAnriUARTERS    ElCIITEENTH    ARMY   CORPS, 

Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  -iW,  1S61. 
Col.  J.  Holt,  Judiie-Adrocatc-General : 

Colonel:  The  records  ami  court-martial  have  been  received.  The 
President  telegraphed  me  that  no  person  who  had  been  sentenced  to 
death  should  be  executed  until  further  orders.  The  order  was  there- 
upon issued  suspending  all  executions.  There  have  been  some  men 
tried  since  that  order  and  the  sentences  approved,  and  acting  under 
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tbe  spirit  of  the  President's  telegraph,  I  have  not  carried  any  sentence 
into  execution  All  sentences  of  death  are  under  my  order  to  be 
executed  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the  sentence  is  read  to  the  pris- 
oner. That  sentence  is  not  ordered  to  be  read  to  the  prisoner  until  the 
time  and  place  are  fixed  for  his  execution,  so  that  there  would  seem  to  me 
to  be  no  propriety  in  noting  anything  of  the  President's  order  upon  the 
proceedings  I  ai)prove.  No  man  has  been  pardoned  or  respited  by  the 
President,  because  the  record  has  not  been  forwarded  to  him,  so  that 
I  can  make  no  record  of  any  action  of  the  President,  because  none  has 
been  taken.  I  must  do  my  duty  under  the  law,  which  is  to  approve 
or  disapprove  of  the  sentence,  and  to  carry  it  into  effect  unless  the 
President  intervenes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

bi:nj.  f.  butler. 

Commanding. 


Office  Commissary-Gexeral  of  Prisoners, 

]Vnsliini/ton,  D.  C,  Jamiary  38,  1864, 
Col.  William  Wallace,  CommaiuUnij,  Colamhus,  Ohio: 

Colonel:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please 
release  Col.  B.  W.  Duke,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  from  the  Ohio 
penitentiary  at  Columbus,  where  he  is  now  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  transfer  him  to  Camp  Chase  on  his  parole  not  to  pass  the  limits  of 
the  camp  without  authority  from  the  War  Department,  nor  to  have  any 
communication  with  any  person  by  word  or  in  writing,  except  by  your 
autharity,  nor  to  do  any  act,  directly  or  indirectly,  against  the  authority 
or  interests  of  the  United  States. 

Terv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commis.'iary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Richmond,  January  28,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  ^Yar  : 

Sir:  I  am  charged  by  the  corporate  authorities  of  Danville  with  a 
mission  whose  character  will  appear  by  a  perusal  of  the  accompanying 
papers,  to  which  I  ask  your  attention,  and  will  be  very  much  obliged 
if  you  will  favor  me  with  a  reply  as  soon  as  by  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
evening,  to  be  lett  at  the  office  of  the  Spotswood,  as  I  desire  to  leave 
to-morrow  afternoon  on  my  return  home. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.   ATKINSON. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon. 

Secretary  of  War  nf  the  Confederate  States: 

Your  petitioners,  the  mayni-  and  idiumou  council  of  Danville,  would 
respectfully  represent  tliat  \m-  ileeiii  it  our  imperative  duty  earnestly 
to  petition  for  tiic  reiuo\',il  n{  the  Vaukee  [irisoners  located  among  us 
to  some  other  place,  or  at  least  ourside  the  limits  of  the  corporation  ot 
Danville.  The  reasons  tor  thi-  apulication,  which  are  embodied  in  this 
petition,  are  esphiined  l)y  the  cerritii.'ates  hereto  annexed. 

The  hospitals  of  the  iinsomis  and  sick  are  located  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  town,  and  are  not  all  in   one  [ilaee,  but  scattered  in  the  most 
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public  and  business  places,  so  as  to  infect  tlie  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
town  with  smallpox  and  fever  now  raging  within  the  limits  of  the  cor- 
poration. Your  i>etitioners  fear  mostly  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
cases  of  fever  and  the  virulence  of  the  same 

The  stench  from  the  hospitals  even  now  'in  winter)  is  almost  insup- 
portable, and  is  otteiisive  at  the  distance  of  several  hundred  yards. 
We  are  advised  by  our  medical  advisers,  the  board  of  health,  that  they 
believe  the  great  number  of  cases  of  fever  now  in  Danville  proceeds 
from  the  cause  above  in<licated.  Your  petitioners  believe  that  no 
police  regulations,  however  etlicient,  (nm  remove  the  evil  from  which 
they  apprehend  so  much  misi'hief,  particularly  in  the  summer  months. 
The  tilth  of  the  neighborhood  of  the  hospitals  runs  down  in  small 
sluggish  branches  that  run  nearly  through  the  breadth  of  the  town, 
and  it  is  permitted  to  remain  until  a  rain  partially  removes  it.  the  most 
of  it  finding  a  permanent  lodgment  in  the  drains.  The  town  has  no 
water- works  to  cleanse  its  streets. 


Most  respectfully  submitted. 


T.  P.  ATKINSON, 

^[at/or. 
JOnX  W.   HOLLAND, 

rri'siilent  of  Council. 
E.  J.  BELL. 

Clerk  of  Council. 


[Inilorseinent.] 

Ordered. 


Received  .lanuary  2!>,  18(34,  6.30  o'clock. 


J.  A.  S., 

iSecretary. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  town  of  Danville,  held  on  the  27th 

of  January,  1864,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  passed: 

Wiiereas,  it  has   l)cen  reiiresented   to  the  council  by  the  board  of 

health,  as  well  as  the  citizens  generally,  that  the  health  of  the  town  is 

greatly  endangered  by  the  presence  of  the  Yankee  prisoners  here: 

Be  it  resolve'l.  Tiiat  the  mayor.  Dr.  T.  1'.  Atkinson,  be  anthorized  and 
requested  to  proceed  to  Kichmond  and  present  our  situation  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  use  every  exertion  to  have  the  prisoners  removed. 
Rfsolred  furUier,  That  Dr.  T.  P.  Aticinson,  our  mayor,  is  authorized 
to  apply  to  the  projier  authorities  for  the  exemjition  of  the  council  of 
Danville  from  military  duty. 

JOHN   W.   HOLLAND, 

President  iif  Council. 
E.  J.  BELL, 


CUrk. 


[iLclosilr 


Office  of  the  I!(iai;i)  hf  Health, 

I>(tnrill'.    \'(i ..  Junuary   J7.  l'^6l. 
John  W.  Holland,  President  .of  Council: 

Prom  the  number  of  cases  uf  tever  and  sniallptix  occurring  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  hos[iitals  containing  Yankee  prisoners,  and  theotfensive- 
uess  of  the  eftiuvia  [iro(;eeding  therefrom,  we  feel  it  oiirdutyTo  ask  the 
council  to  take  such  measures  as  are  necessary  to  protect  tiiemselves 
and  the  communit\'.  The  hospitals  are  located  in  tlie  very  heart  of  the 
town,  and  while  every  police   measure  may  be  adopted  as  far  as  the 
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ability  of  the  polite  and  gentlemanly  commandant  mil  permit,  yet  it  is 
manifest  that  the  principal  streets  are  now  avoided  on  account  of  the 
excessive  otfensiveness  therefrom. 

We  believe  the  large  number  of  cases  of  fever  proceed  from  the  causes 
enumerated;  and  if  it  commences  so  soon  in  the  year,  what  are  we  to 
expect  during  the  summer  mouths  if  the  cause  remains?  And  as  the 
situation  of  our  town  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  establishing  of  proper 
regulations  to  enable  the  authorities  to  get  clear  of  the  offensive  matter 
that  naturally  accumulates,  we  tiierefore  respectfully  request  that  the 
necessary  steps  be  taken  to  have  the  prisoners  removed  from  the  limit 
of  the  town. 

J.  M.  SMITH,  M.  D., 
W.  S.  GREEN,  M.  D., 
THOS.  D.  STOKES,  M.  D., 
GEO.  E.  WELSH, 

Board  of  Health. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Danville,  Va.,  January  27,  1864. 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  Danville  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  council  to  an  intolerable  grievance  by  which  they  are  annoyed, 
and  wliich  threuteus  the  destruction  of  their  families  unless  it  shall  be 
speedily  removed. 

The  stench  arising  from  the  C.  S.  prisons  in  this  place,  and  in  which 
there  are  some  4,000  Yankee  prisoners  confined,  many  of  them  suffer- 
ing from  smallpox  and  other  virulent  diseases,  is  so  extremely  offensive 
to  the  neighborhood  in  which  we  respectively  reside  as  not  only  to  sub- 
ject us  and  our  families  to  the  greatest  degree  of  annoyance,  but,  as  we 
are  informed  by  our  physicians,  to  render  it  almost  certain  that  the 
most  fearful  and  fatal  diseases  must  soon  be  brought  upon  us. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  call  upon  you,  as  the  legislative 
authority  of  the  town,  to  take  such  measures  in  the  premises  as  you 
may  deem  most  efficient  in  relieving  us  from  the  present  and  pros- 
pective evils  of  our  condition. 

We  are  confident  that  in  making  proper  inquiry  into  the  matter  you 
will  adopt  prompt  means  to  effect  an  object  so  desirable  not  only  to  us, 
but  to  the  whole  town. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  constituents, 

WADDELL,  PARISH  &  CO., 

Proprietors  Tunstall  Souse. 
SAMUEL  S.  BRYANT. 
JULIUS  GERST. 
[And  fifty  other  persons  and  firms.] 


CALHOi'Tf.  McMiNN  CoUNTY,  Tenn.,  January  28,  1864. 
His  Excellency  .Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 
SIR:  John  L.  Bridges,  es(i.,  Mr.  Alfred  Swatibrd,  and  myself  were 
arrested  last  Saturday  morning  at  our  homes,  in  this  county,  and  are 
now  held  at  this  place  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States, 
as  they  allege,  merely  as  hostages  for  Jesse  R.  Blackburn,  a  citizen  of 
this  county,  who  they  allege  was  arrested  in  November  last  by  the 
military  of  the  Confederate  States  for  being,  as  they  alleged,  engaged 
in  bushwhacking  or  harboring  bushwhackers,  and  who,  they  allege,  is 
now  held  in  custody  at  Richmond. 
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The  friends  of  Mr.  Blackburn  here  aver  that  he  is  innocent  of  the 
charge  made  against  him  and  that  he  has  never  had  any  trial. 

I  know  nothing  myself  of  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Blackburn's 
arrest,  and,  in  fact,  knew  not  of  his  arrest  until  after  I  was  arrested 
myself,  when  his  sonin-law.  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Cass,  who  had  me  arrested, 
informed  me  of  it  and  made  his  statement  to  me  of  the  lircumstauces 
under  which  Mr.  Blackburu  was  arrested.  His  statement  is  that  John 
IJunn,  esq.,  an  agent  of  the  Confederate  States,  came  to  the  dwelling 
of  Mr.  Blackburn  to  impress  some  hogs  belonging  to  said  Blackburu 
and  Cass,  when  an  altercation  took  place  between  him,  Cass,  and  Dunn 
about  the  authority  of  Dunn,  and  when  Dunn  determined  to  take  the 
hogs  he,  Cass,  without  the  knowledge  of  Blackburn,  went  off,  collected 
some  friends,  intercepted  Dunn  and  his  party,  tired  into  them,  and 
rescued  the  hogs. 

If  these  are  the  facts,  surely  Mr.  Blackburn  ought  not  to  have  been 
arrested  or  molested  in  any  way.  I  trust,  therefore,  you  will  ha,ve  this 
matter  inquued  into,  so  that  justice  maybe  done  to  all  parties,  and 
Messrs.  Bridges,  Swaftbrd,  and  myself  be  discharged  from  the  custody 
of  the  Federal  authorities. 

As  I  never  had  but  one  short  interview  with  you,  and  that  more  than 
two  years  ago,  you  may  not  remember  who  I  am.    1  therefore  refer  you 
to  the  memliers  of  Congress  from  this  State. 
Respectfully, 

T.  XIXON  VAN  DYKE. 

[First  indorsemeDt.] 

February  12,  1864. 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  this  letter  be  forwarded  to  General 
!  Sutler,  to  be  sent  by  tlag-of  truce  boat  through  the  lines  according  to 
Its  address. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MajorOeneral  of'  Volunteers. 

(Second  indoraeiuent.  ] 

War  Department,  Fcbruari/  30.  t8G4. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Butler,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  for  actiou  as  above  suggested. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 

[Third  indorsement.  1 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exciianoe, 

Fort  }[o)n-oe,  Fehriinnj   i'9,  1^64. 
Respectfully  referred   to   Hon.  llobert  Ould,  Confederate  agent  for 
exchange. 

I'.KXJ.  F.   BUTLER, 
Major-doiernl,  d'c.  ('inninissioncr  /or  E.icltanye. 


Respectfully  referred  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

RO.  OITLD. 


Maiich  s,  1S(M. 
?nt. 

iO.  OITLD. 
Agent  of  Fxclianye. 
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Office  Commissauy-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  29,  1864. 
Col.  WiLUAii  Wallace, 

Commanding  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  iustant,  inclosing  reports  made  to 
you  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Poten,  Seventh  Kegimeut  Veteran  Reserve 
Cori)s,  and  Lieutenant  Keber,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio,  iu  relation  to  the 
shooting  of  live  prisoners  of  war.  is  received,  My  telegram  of  the  loth 
instant  rei|uireil  you  to  uuilie  a  detailed  report  of  the  occurrences 
referred  to.  ami  it  was  your  duty  to  make  the  report  yourself  and  not 
turn  it  over  to  subordinate  ofdcers.  If,  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
camp,  you  did  not  liuow  anything  of  the  transactions  at  the  time  of  their 
occurreiu'e,  \  ou  sliould  yourself  have  investigated  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  tliem.  as  far  as  practicable,  stating  the  orders  under 
which  the  sentinel  acted  and  the  necessity  for  these  orders,  the  name 
of  tlie  sentinel  [prisoner),  and  how  far  he  disobeyed  the  regulations  of 
tbe  prison;  whether  he  was  killed  or  wounded,  and  if  the  latter,  what 
care  was  taken  of  hira;  and  it  should  be  shown  that  all  proper  measures 
were  taken  to  preserve  order  ami  subordination  before  resorting  to 
those  of  the  greatest  severity.  These  details  should  be  established  by 
the  affidavits  of  sucli  witnesses  as  can  be  had — the  officers,  the  sentinels 
on  post  at  tbe  time,  and  the  medical  officer.  The  statements  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Poten  are  very  unsatisfactory,  being  vague  or 
general,  and  without  any  evidence  to  support  them.  As  he  seems  to 
have  been  nuule  resixmsible  for  the  guard  and  the  security  of  the 
prisoners,  it  is  the  more  necessary  that  his  report  should  be  corroborated 
by  statements  of  others  not  so  interested.  In  the  first  place,  he  reports 
that  a  sentinel  at  night  ordered  a  prisoner  to  his  quarters,  and  cautioned 
him  if  he  did  not  obey  lie  would  shoot  him.  It  appears  that  he  did  not 
obey,  and  the  sentinel  shot  him.  The  colonel  saw  nothing  himself,  but 
on  what  he  heard  he  makes  his  report.  Where  was  the  prisoner;  what 
was  he  doing;  what  appeared  to  be  the  reason  for  his  persisting  in  diso- 
beying the  sentinel's  orders;  what  excuse  did  he  give  for  it!  Was  the 
l)risoner  taken  to  the  hospital,  or  what  disposition  was  made  of  him? 
All  these  are  details  necessary  to  be  given  for  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  casf . 

In  two  other  cases  the  sentinels  tired  into  the  barracks  occupied  by 
prisoners  at  night  because  a  light  was  burning;  uncertain,  of  course, 
whether  he  was  going  to  kill  tlie  oti'ender  or  an  innocent  man  while 
sleeping.  Tojustit'y  such  an  act  as  this  it  is  necessary  to  show  that  all 
proper  means  had  been  tried  in  vain  to  put  a  stop  to  the  burning  of 
lights  after  prescribed  hours,  and  it  should  be  shown  that  the  light 
was  not  the  accidental  blazing  up  of  wood  left  in  the  stove,  without 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  inmates  of  the  room  to  violate  orders. 
Lieutenant  Reber  reports  that  the  sentinel  states  the  prisoner  went 
behind  the  sink  and  he  shot  him.  The  lieutenant  does  not  say,  nor 
does  the  sentinel,  that  the  prisoner  was  ordered  not  to  go  behind  the 
sink;  nor  does  the  lieutenant  say  tliat  wlien  he  reported  to  him  that 
the  prisoners  wiMild  go  behind  rlie  sink  against  his  orders  he  forbid 
them  doing  so.  It  is  not  stated  whether  the  man  was  killed  or  not,  and 
the  case  is  as  deficient  in  details  as  the  others. 

You  will  [ilease  investigate  these  cases  yourself,  give  all  the  details 
requisite  to  a  full  understanding  of  their  necessity,  and  until  this  is 
satisfactorily  done  you  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Poten  from  the 
charge  of  the  jirisoners. 

The  rebels  have  outraged  every  human  and  Christian  feeling  by 
shooting  down  their  prisoners  without  occasion  and  in  cold  blood,  and 
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it  is  hoped  that  LTnion  soldiers  will  notbrincj  reproach  upoa themselves 
bv  following  their  barbarous  example.  I  did  not  expect  a  report  of 
the  case  which  occurred  in  1862. 

The  commandiuti  otficer  of  the  camp  is  responsible  for  its  good  order 
and  proper  conduct  in  all  particulars,  and  he  cannot  place  any  of  his 
responsibilities  upon  otBcers  under  him  unless  he  can  show  that  he 
n-ave  all  proper  orders  and  took  all  necessary  steps  to  see  that  they 
were  enforced.  ,     ,.     ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,        ^^^^,^  ^  ^^ 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary -General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinuton,  D.  C,  January  29.  1864. 
Col.  WiLLiAii  Wallace, 

Ciimmandinil  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  It  is  possible  that  by  tlie  employment  of  detectives  among 
the  iirisoners  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  information  that  may  be  usehil 
to  the  Government  or  to  yourself  in  giving  you  notice  of  improper  coin- 
nuinication  passing  between  the  piisouers  iind  ill-disposed  persons  out- 
side, or  of  giving  information  of  plans  to  escape:  and  you  are  there- 
fore authorized  if  you  can  find  a  suitable  man  for  this  purpose  to  pay 
him  for  such  services,  according  to  their  value,  out  of  the  prison  fund. 
I  do  not  tiunk  it  advisable  to  pay  by  the  month,  but  for  each  item  of 
information  according  to  its  importance.  Deserters  from  the  Federal 
Army  are  sometimes  found  among  the  prisoners  of  war,  who  may  be 
traced  out  by  a  detective.  Please  inform  me  what  steps  you  take  under 
these  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

■^        ^  W.  HOFFMAiT, 

Colonel  Third   Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
(Same  to  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.) 

War  Department,  Washington,  January  30,  1864. 
Ordered,  That  :Major-General  Hitchcock  and  Brigadier-General  Cauby 
prepare  proper  rules  and  regulations  to  govern  the  enlistment  of  such 
rebel  prisoners  as  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  rnitt-d 
States  and  to  enter  its  militarv  service,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval.        ^^^^^^^  ^^    sTANTON, 

fycvrvtiiry  of  War, 


WAStIIN<;TnN.  D.  (_'...  .Imniary    :".  IShl. 
[low.  H.  .1.  Raymond,  luiitor  <f  the  Xnr    YorL-   Times: 

Dear  Sir:  Let  me  invite  your  attention  to  rhe  economic  and  humane 
considerations  whicli  alfcct  the  maintenance  in  idleness  of  our  4(»,0Ut)  or 
uO.ooo  prisoners  of  war.  iMuployinent  is  the  law  of  war.  See  General 
Orders.  Xo.  IdO.  prepared  bv  Doctor  Lieber.  and  announced  as  to  govern 
our  armies.  European  nations  employ  them.  They  are  made,  if  possi- 
ble, to  earn  their  bread.  Thev  are  more  healthy  and  more  happy  tor 
the  exercise.  Full  fed  in  idleness  they  die.  We  alone  of  all  nations 
keep  and  feed  and  clothe  50,000  criminals  as  prisoners  of  war;  enough 
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to  dig  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Ship  Canal,  and  the  Niagara  Ship 
Canal,  and  establish  a  lasting  bond  of  union  and  defense  about  our 
northern  frontier  in  a  tew  months' time.  Only  tools  and  powder  would 
be  needed  in  addition  to  tlie  labor  of  these  .50,000  idle  men.  Bonaparte 
built  the  canal  Saint  Quentin  with  Eussian  prisoners  of  war.  Napoleon 
the  Austrian  prisoners  of  his  Italian  campaign  the  Algeria,  and  hired 
them  out  to  colonists.  The  subject  is  worth  treatment  in  the  public 
prints.  It  has  not  been  ordered,  I  suppose,  because  the  public  mind  has 
not  yet  been  instructed  and  knows  nothing  of  the  laws  or  usages  of  war, 
but  supposes  that  as  a  Christian  nation  we  are  bound  to  support  these 
Southern  gentlemen  in  idleness,  well  fed,  till  we  kill  them  with  gout  or 
inanition.  I  do  not  wish  to  appear  in  print.  I  invite  your  attention  to 
a  subject  of  public  importance.  Let  us  have  the  value  of  this  $50,000 
a  day.    There  is  now  no  prospect  of  change,  I  believe. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  oO,  1864. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould,  Confederate  Commissioner  for  Exchange: 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  exchange  of  Lieut.  John 
M,  Holloway,  Company  L,  Seventy-tirst  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers 
(Sixth  Cavalry),  taken  near  Knoxville,  for  any  lieutenant  of  like  rank 
which  we  hold? 

If  so,  send  down  Holloway  and  name  your  man  and  he  shall  be 
returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  30,  1864. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  i>f  the  Xavy  : 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  by  note  of  tlie  I'Sth  instant,  touching 
a  published  dechiration  of  exchange  purporting  to  have  been  made  by 
General  Butler,  extending  to  certain  prisoners  paroled  prior  to  the  '2i)th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  (reneral  Butler  has  made  no  report  to  the  War  Department  on 
the  subject,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  having  no  knowledge  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  such  a  declaration  could  have  beeu  made,  ordered, 
upon  the  receipt  of  unofficial  intelligence  on  the  subject,  that  the  sup- 
posed order,  if  issued,  should  be  suspended.  No  such  order  is  there- 
fore iii)erative. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
MaJ.  (ien.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Frisoners. 


Office  Co>oiis.sary-(;eneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  [NIarston, 

Commanding  Depot  Frisoners  of  War,  Point  Lool-out.  Md.: 
General:  It  is  represented  that  Capt.  F.  A.  Bond,  a  prisoner  of 
war  at  I'oint  Lookout,  is  sutieriug  much  from  his  wounds,  and  I  have 
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therefore  to  request  that  his  wife,  who  will  present  you  this  note,  may- 
be permitted  to  have  an  interview  with  him  under  the  usual  restric- 
tions. Will  you  permit  Mrs.  Bond  to  replace  such  articles  of  clothing 
as  her  husband  may  have  lost  on  the  way  from  Fort  McHenry  to  Point 
Lookout,  not  to  exceed  the  prescribed  allowance? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and   Commi.smry-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad, 
PresidenVs  Office,  Richmond,  January  30,  1864. 
Hon.  Jajtes  a.  Sbddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  {,nve  me  a  reply  to  the  communication 
sent  in  to  you  yesterday*  at  any  time  during  the  day? 

I  have  not  sought  a  personal  interview  with  you  because  1  was  unwill- 
ing to  trespass  on  your  time,  wliich  I  know  is  so  much  occupied  in 
attending  to  your  pressing  otticial  duties. 

Sixty  of  the  prisoners  escaped  from  the  jail  in  Danville  on  night 
before  last,  and  the  remainder  of  them  can  get  away  whenever  they 
shall  make  the  attempt,  there  being,  as  I  informed  you  at  my  last  inter- 
view with  you,  no  buildings  in  the  town  at  all  ade(iuate  to  their  safe- 
keeping. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  a  personal  conference  with  me  on  the  sub- 
ject of  my  mission  it  will  give  me  i)leasure  to  call  on  you  at  any  time 
to  day.     I  am  at  the  Ballard  House. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  P.  ATKINSON. 


Confederate  States  of  ^Vmeuica,  Executive  Dept., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  3<>,  1864. 
The  Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  forward  for 
your  attention  and  the  proper  action  the  following  copy  of  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Uepreseutatives  of  the  -.jth  instant: 

Resolved,  That  the  Presiileat  be  rei|Uested  to  inform  this  House  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  uf  the  i:>th  October, 
li?62,  ihapter  62,  in  rehvtion  to  the  arrest  and  disposition  of  slaves  who  have  been 
recaptured  from  the  enemy  :  what  uimiber  of  depots  for  their  safe-krcpiui;  have  been 
estal>lished,  and  whether  public  notiie  has  been  giveu  in  the  newspapers  of  their 
arrest,  as  provided  in  said  act. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

I'rlriitc  Srcrttari/. 


HEADor.vRTERS  FiRST   Hrk^ADE,  [Jununrij  :;i.  1^6i\. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Strinofellow,  Dnblin: 

A  flag  of  truce  from  Kanawha  has  arrived  conveying  a  Mr.  M;in|iiM, 
of  Cabell  Comity,  W.  \'a.,  wiio  lias  been  arrested  as  a  hostage  for  Mr. 
Shaw,  of  Putnam,  arrested  by  Colonel  Ferguson  and  sent  to  iiichnioiul. 
Mr.  Maupiu  is  under  oath  to  disclose  notliing  and  to  return  in  twenty 
days  unless  Sheriff  Shaw  is  released  and  returned.     Mr.  Maupiu  tells 

'  See  January  2b,  p.  SSS. 
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me  that  eight  or  ten  others  have  been  arrested  also.  Mr.  Maupin  is 
reported  as  a  strong  Southern  sympathizer,  which  I  am  satisfied  is  the 
case,  and  desires  to  know  if  there  is  any  chance  of  the  exchange  being 
made.  Please  answer.  The  tiag  has  been  dismissed.  Will  send  a  copy 
of  iScammon's  letter  tomorrow.*  The  enemy  has  been  examining  the 
blocliade.     Will  watch  them  closely. 

GEO.  S.  PATTON, 
Colonel,  Commandituj  Brigade. 


[.January  31.  1864.— For  report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters 
received  and  disji.isi-d  of,  and  oaths  administered  to  citizens  durmg 
January.  ISfU,  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXXli,  Part  I,  p.  12.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Febrnary  1,  1864. 
Dr.  Francis  Lieber.  New   York: 

Dkar  Sir:  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  upon  Che  subject  of  employ- 
ment of  prisoiieis of  war.  I  have  spoken  to  sonie  persons  who  will  take 
an  interest  in  such  a  matter,  and  do  not  doubt  that  these  .jO,0(K)  pair  of 
hands  will  soon  be  made  to  contribute  enough  at  least  to  pay  the  cost 
of  their  support  I  inclose  a  copy  of  your  letter  as  requested, t  and  am. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quatier  master-General. 


ORnER.]  War  Department, 

Washhif/ton,  D.  C,  February  1,  1864. 

Ordered  in  relation  to  examination  of  prisoners: 

First.  That  all  cases  of  persons  not  prisoners  of  war  arrested  and 
iuHirisoned  in  the  military  prisons  of  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
referred  to  Major  Turner,  judge-advocate,  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  same  from  time  to  time,  a  copy  of  his  report  in  each  case  to  be 
tiled  with  the  military  governor  and  one  to  remain  on  record  in  the 
judge-advocate's  ottice,  and  that  his  rei)ort  shall  in  each  case  contain  a 
brief  statement  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  person;  when,  where, 
and  by  whom  and  whose  order  the  person  was  arrested  and  for  what 
cause,  together  with  an  abstract  of  the  proofs  that  may  be  in  each 
case. 

Second.  That  jiersons  not  prisoners  of  war  against  whom  there  is 
no  just  or  probable  cause  for  detention  shall  report  to  the  military 
governor  for  discharge,  and  upon  such  rei)ort  the  person  shall  be  forth- 
with discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  departing 
beyiuid  the  District  of  Cdluiiibia,  or  be  placed  beynnd  the  United  States 
linos,  or  upon  such  other  reasonable  terms  as  may  in  the  judgment  of 
the  judge-advocate  be  proper  to  be  im[)osed  for  the  public  security. 

Third.  That  persons  not  prisoners  of  war  w4io  are  arrested  and 
detained  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  war  shall  be  reported  accord- 
ingly for  trial  before  a  military  commission  to  the  .rudge-Advocate- 
General. 

Fourth.  That  prisoners  of  war  confined  in  said  prisons  shall  be 
reported  to  the  commissioner  of  exchange,  Major-General  Hitchcock. 
Deserters  shall   be  rep<irted    to   the   major-general  commanding  the 

*  8ee  January  -5,  p.  875.  t  See  p.  868. 
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Defenses  of  Washington,  to  be  returned  to  their  proper  commands  for 
such  proceedings  as  the  case  may  require,  and  that  in  iiU  other  cases 
special  reports  shall  be  made  to  Adjutant-General  Canby  for  such 
orders  as  the  cases  may  require. 

Fifth.  That  wherever  it  shall  appear  that  any  provost-marshal  or 
other  officer  has  been  guilty  of  abuse  of  his  authority,  oppression 
embezzlement  or  fraud,  or  other  act  prejudicial  to  the  service,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  judgeailvocate  to  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the 
military  governor  of  the  District  and  to  proceed  to  investigate  the 
facts  in  the  case  and  make  report  thereon  to  that  officer  for  the  action 
of  the  War  Department. 

Sixth.  That  the  military  governor  of  the  District  and  judge-advo- 
cate may  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  to  govern  provost-marshals 
within  the  District  in  making  arrests,  searches  and  seizures,  to  be 
approved  by  the  War  Departi  ent,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
judge-advocate  to  report  any  piovost-marsbal  that  shall  violate  such 
rules  and  regulations  after  they  have  been  so  approved. 

Seventh.  That  the  judge-advocate,  moreover,  prescribe  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  proper  for  a  speedy  investigation  of  every 
case  of  arrest  or  detention  in  the  prisons  of  said  District  and  report 
all  delin(iuencies  on  the  part  of  officers  arresting  or  holding  prisoners 
tliat  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Eighth.  That  the  judge  advocate  is  authorized  to  employ  an  addi- 
tional clerk  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  shall  keep  a  full  and 
regular  docket  in  which  every  case  is  entered  and  all  the  proceedings 
had  in  each  case. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S,  CANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  1,  1S64. 
;\[a,i()r  General  Hitchcock, 

fomminsioner  of  Exehange,  Washington,  D.  C: 
(Jeneral  :  I  have  treated  the  papers  that  you  speak  of  in  your  letter 
of  the  -!3d  rather  as  the  debris  of  the  exchange  business,  which  was  to 
be  passed  through  informally.     At  iiresent  I  am  awaiting  an  answer  to 
my  proposition  from  Mr.  (»uld.  having  had  no  otticial  answer. 

In  regard  to  matters  arising  before  1  t0(jk  charge  we  stand  in  this 
way:  As  commissioner  of  exchange  1  send  forward  such  in(iuiries  and 
formal  papers  as  are  necessary  in  the  course  of  business.  Commissioner 
Onld  has  returned  answers  by  formal  indorsements. 

I  thank  you  for  your  courtesy,  and  will  only  add  tliat  I  am  endeav- 
oring so  to  manage  this  business  as  to  avoid  any  i)crsonal  collision;  to 
maintain  my  personal  respect  and  tlie  honor  of  the  Government.  I 
don't  )nean  to  make  difficulties  about  personal  matters.  Wlien  a 
ditlerence  arises  it  will  be  a  perfectly  distinct  one.  which  will  justify 
nie  in  taking  tlie  issue.  If  you  will  iiave  tJie  kindness  to  forward  me 
the  papej's  mentioned  in  your  note  1  will  see  tlie  proper  disposition 
made  of  them.  They  were  sent  to  you  while  1  was  absent  in  the  course 
of  office  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  res[)cctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEX.T.  F.   BUTLER. 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ta.,  February  1,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissnrij-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  Will  you  have  sent  me,  among  the  first  oflBcers  forwarded, 
Ambrose  R.  Woodroof,  second  lieutenant  of  Thomas  J.  Kirk  patriot's 
company,  ^Icison's  battalion  light  artillery,  EwelFs  corps,  of  ^^"orthern 
Virginia.'     I  want  liim  for  special  exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BBXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commandinfj. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruarxj  1,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  1  will  thank  you  for  a  statement  of  the  number  of  Federal  pris- 
oners of  war  delivered  by  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange  at  City  Point 
since  the  last  declaration  of  exchange  by  General  Meredith,  and  to 
what  period  that  declaration  extended. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  1,  1S64. 
Major  General  Hitchcock,  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  memorandum  of  the  Fed- 
eral ])risouers  of  war  and  citizens  paroled  at  City  Point  since  the  1st  of 
September,  1S(!.').  up  to  which  time  is  covered  by  the  last  declaration 
of  exchange.     See  General  Orders,  No.  330.  herewith  inclosed.* 
Verv  respectfully, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Statement  accompanying  the  note  of  Colonel  Holfman  of  the  1st  of 
February,  ISfil,  addressed  to  General  Hitchcock. 

Abstract  of  Federal  troops  paroled  at  City  I'nint,   Va.,  since  September  1,  1S63. 
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Abstract  of  Federal  troops  paroled  at  City  Point,  Va.,  etc. Continued. 

EECAPITrLATIOy. 


Cnplaiua I  I 

Lieutenants '  2 

Noii-coraniisdionedotficera 512 

Pri  vates   1 .  88:1 

Citizens il 

Total 2,  483 


Col.  VV.  H.  Powell,  Second  Virgrinia  Cavalry;  Capt.  A.  H.  Steuton, 
Sixteeutli  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  Capt.  James  Gait,  assistant  quarter- 
master Sixth  Division.  Sixth  Corps  (reported  this  morning),  and  Capt. 
W.  n.  Irving  (reported  a  few  days  since),  are  not  iucludediu  the  above. 


Office  CoAnnssARY-CTENKRAL  of  Prisoners, 

\Viiskiii;/toii,  J).  ('.,  Febrnari/  1,  1S64. 
Major-General  Hitchcock,  Commissioner  for  Exchange: 

General:  The  delivery  on  the  L'3d  December  is  tho  one  made  to 
General  Butler,  and  adding  ofttcers,  non-commissioned  officers,  privates, 
and  citizens  together,  makes  a  total  of  520.  These  jiaroled  men  are  at 
Camp  Parole,  Camp"  Chase,  Benton  Barracks,  in  general  hospitals,  on 
furloughs,  and  absent  without  leave.  About  1,100  at  Camp  Pande. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Wa.shingtox,  D.  C,  Fehrnarij  1,  1864. 
Col.  W.  HoFFAiAN,  CommissaryGenerai  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  Colonel  Powell  has  arrived  on  jiarolefrom  Ifichmond  toert'ect  an 
exchange  for  Colonel  Lee  (not  general),  now  at  .roluison's   Island,  and 
1  request  that  Colonel  Lee  may  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCIn:, 
Mdjor-Gciieral  if    \'i}lHiitetrs. 


HEAtXifAi:  lEKS    r.  S.    I'dRCES    AT 

Sandusky  and  .Ioiinson's  1si,a.m>.  (  »iiio, 

Sanihisl.ii,  I'li.nmn/  J,lSiJl. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Ci'tnniissary-Gtiieriil  if  /'c/.voj/rrx,  Wnsliiiiiitun.  I>.  ('.  : 
Colonel:  Inclosed  1  send  you  a  rc(iorr  made  by  surgconin-chief  and 
acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  cummand,  uIm)  letter  nt  Coh)nel 
Pierson.as  to  the  peculiar  po.-ition  (jf  those  prisoners  desiring  to  return 
to  their  allegiance  to  the  (iovernment;  also  the  complaints  of  Major- 
General  Trimble.  As  far  as  po-sibir  the  real  evils  an-  being  reiniMried. 
A  rigiii  system  of  pcdieiiig  is  established,  and  the  wells  will  be  so  tixed 
(not  tilled  up;  as  that  no  surface  water  will  run  into  them. 
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Some,  indeed  most,  of  the  complaints  are  without  substantial 
foundation. 

The  weather  is  very  warm  and  ice  growing  weaker.  My  opinion  is 
that  it  will  not  be  possible  in  any  event  to  move  troops  before 
Wednesday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  D.  TERRY, 
Brujadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  I.] 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  January  22,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry: 

General:  In  compliance  with  paragraph  II,  of  General  Orders,  No. 
1,  we  have  inspected  the  (juarters  of  the  prisoners  of  war  now  con- 
fined on  Johnson's  Island,  and  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to 
report : 

That  upon  visiting  the  quarters  of  the  prisoners  we  find  them  roomy, 
comfortable,  and  in  many  instances  quite  clean  and  well  ventilated. 
The  yard,  or  inclosure.  we  found  in  a  most  filthy  condition,  the  refuse 
and  garbage  of  a  month's  collection  still  lying  where  it  was  thrown;  no 
system  of  drainage  has  been  adopted,  thus  leaving  the  slops  lying  on 
the  surface  as  thrown  from  the  several  quarters.  This  demands  imme- 
diate attention.  A  thorough  system  of  police  must  be  adopted;  too 
much  lenity  has  been  allowed  the  prisoners  iu  this  respect.  If  they 
will  not  attend  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  (quarters  and  grounds  by 
moral  suasion  they  should  be  compelled  to. 

Upon  inquiry  we  find  that  no  proper  plan  of  removing  this  filth  has 
ever  been  adopted.  It  seems  that  the  owner  of  the  island  had  madean 
arrangement  to  remove  it  from  the  yard  for  the  use  of  swine;  these  he 
no  longer  jiossesses  and  therefore  ceases  to  remove  this  matter  from  the 
inclosure,  and  since  the  1st  of  January  it  has  been  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate. 

In  our  opinion  requisitions  should  be  made  for  a  suitable  number  of 
teams  antl  boats  to  convey  this  mass  away  from  the  island  and  deposit 
it  iu  some  other  locality  where  the  soil  is  deeper  and  will  allow  of  its 
being  buried. 

The  buildings  may  be  well  ventilated  by  the  windows,  but  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  give  the  attention  tbat  this  sub- 
ject calls  for.  They  will  keep  the  windows  closed  to  the  detriment  of 
their  health;  therefore  a  proper  system  of  ventilation  must  be  resorted 
to.  We  would  suggest  that  a  plan  of  ventilation  by  means  of  wooden 
pipes  in  the  hospitals  and  in  those  large  rooms  occupied  by  a  large 
number  of  prisoners  be  adopted. 

The  subject  of  water  demands  attention.  Most  of  the  water  used 
at  this  season  is  obtained  from  surface  wells  and  is  not,  in  our  opinion, 
fit  for  use.  During  our  tour  of  inspection  this  was  a  source  of  much 
comjilaint  from  both  medical  otticers  and  prisoners.  The  water  is  not 
suitable  as  a  beverage,  as  it  causes  a  diarrhea  which  invariably  proves 
fatal,  and  in  our  opinion  these  wells  should  immediately  be  filled  and 
covered.  Water  sh<inld  be  obtained  from  the  lake,  and  if  necessary  a 
covered  way  should  be  erected  from  the  yard  to  tbe  water.  In  this 
way  the  details  made  to  get  the  proper  supply  could  be  properly 
guarded. 

In  closing  we  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  suggestions;  That  to 
comply  with  the  increased  number  of  troops,  two  buildings  for  hospital 
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use  be  erected  at  ouce;  also  that  two  buildings,  with  proper  drainage, 
be  erected  for  laundry  use,  one  for  the  troops,  the  other  for  the  pris- 
oners, and  that  certain  days  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  washing 
and  cleaning.  That  the  pest-house  or  smallpox  hospital  be  removed 
to  the  farther  end  of  the  island;  at  present  it  is  in'  too  close  proximity 
to  the  troops.  That  a  plank  walk  be  built  around  the  prison  yard  at  the 
foot  of  the  stairs  leading  to  the  quarters. 

And  we  would  further  suggest  that  barracks  be  erected  for  those 
troops  now  quartered  on  the  island  in  tents.  As  they  are  now  situated 
the  stoves  used  by  them  are  much  too  large,  heating  the  small  tents  to 
such  a  degree  that  much  sickness  must  be  the  result. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  B.  M.  READ, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Act(j.  Asst.  In.'<p.  (Jen..  Sd  TUv.,  0th   Corpn. 

J.  B.  pi:thekbi;id(;e, 

Surgeon,  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Hixth  Corps. 

[iQL-losure  No.  2.] 

Peison.  Johnson's  Island,  January  26.  1864. 
Brigadier-General  Terey,  Cominanding  Post  Sandusky: 

SiE:  I  made  a  communication  a  few  days  ago  directed  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pierson,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post,  and  as  I  have 
n(jt  been  favored  with  a  reply,  I  infer  that  it  has  not  readied  you. 

I  now  ask  your  attention  to  the  points  therein  referred  to,  partly  as  a 
matter  of  Just  complaint  ou  the  part  of  prisoners  and  partly  that  the 
simple  statement  of  facts  may  reach  you,  iu  the  hope  that  au  othcer  of 
rank  who  has  seen  active  service  in  the  field  may  not  think  such  treat- 
ment the  best  or  most  honorable  way  of  subduing  an  enemy. 

Eirst.  Since  the  privates  contined  to  hard  labor  have  left  the  island, 
and  also  the  private  soldiers  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  officers 
confined  here  have  been  required  to  dig  sinks,  remove  privies,  and  load 
piles  of  kitchen  garbage  in  Johnson's  carts.  I  need  not  inform  you 
that  such  degrading  duties  are  never  performed  by  officers  and  are 
contrary  to  the  usages  of  war  among  civilized  nations,  and  not  intlicted 
on  Federal  officers  prisoners  in  Kichmond.  Such  offices  are  the  more 
humiliating  as  Mr.  Johnson,  proprietor  of  the  island,  has  the  benefit  of 
the  -'garbage'"  as  a  manure,  hauls  it  away,  and  could  be  easily  required 
to  load  it  with  his  farm  hands,  and  as  it  is  easily  practicable  to  send 
us  a  few  i)rivates  of  our  own  army  held  as  prisoners  by  your  Gov- 
ernment. 

Second.  The  fuel  supplied  us  (as  no  doubt  also  that  of  your  own 
troops)  is  all  green  and  of  such  trees,  elm,  linn,  &C.,  as  are  never  used 
as  fuel  iu  the  army  when  in  garrison.  It  gives  no  heat,  andean  only  be 
consumed  after  constant  etiort  by  the  use  oi  the  bnanls  obtained  from 
express  boxes,  which  we  eagerly  look  for  more  as  tire  kindling  than  for 
the  contents  so  kindly  contributed  by  relatives.  Pardon  me  for  saying 
that  some  one  is  defrauding  your  Government,  as  well  as  indicting 
unnecessary  punishment  on  ns,  not  intended  by  your  authorities.  It  is 
of  frequent  occurrence  tliat  our  messes  can  coolc  no  meals  tnr  au  entire 
day,  and  that  many  have  been  eonqielled  to  get  iu  bed  l)y  day  in  order 
to  seek  some  warmth.  Iu  my  own  room  we  have  been  many  hours 
without  any  fire  during  the  day  in  the  most  inclement  weather  of  this 
month. 

Third.  Our  officers  have  been  and  up  to  a  recent  date)  frequently 
"  fired  on  "  by  day  and  night  by  sentinels  when  by  accident  or  to  avoid 
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mud  and  water  they  have  passed  a  few  feet  outside  the  line  of  stakes, 
but  more  frequently  while  passing  to  a  privy  at  night,  on  the  plea  that 
"not  more  tbau  one  should  enter  them  at  the  same  time."'  If  any  such 
absurd  rule  lias  been  adopted  by  your  predecessor  it  has  never  been 
published  in  the  yard. 

Fourth.  The  water  supplied  by  wells  iu  the  yard  is  often  deficient, 
and  during  a  thawiscbietiy  supplied  by  surface  drainage,  unwholesome 
and  of  Tuiuseous  taste.  When  permitted  to  g'et  water  from  the  lake  no 
fixed  hours  are  allotted,  and  officers  are  often  compelled  to  stand  in 
the  severest  weather  an  hour  waiting  for  the  opening  of  the  gate  after 
notice  has  been  sent  into  the  yard,  or  go  without  water,  as  they  ofteu 
prefer  to  do. 

Fifth.  The  meat  supplied  to  the  messes  is,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
composed  of  necks,  shanks,  pieces  of  thin  ribs,  and  other  refuse  parts, 
never  in  "  quarters"  of  beef,  as  should  be  done,  thus  d(Uibtless  defraud- 
ing your  Government.  We  are  supplied  with  a  very  limited  quantity 
of  vinegar  at  all  times,  often  ncme  at  all:  with  no  vegetables,  except 
occasionally  hominy  or  beans,  but  excellent  bread  and  coffee,  and  sugar 
in  tolerable  quality  and  quantity. 

Our  messes  are  not  allowed  to  employ  any  one  to  make  purchases  of 
food  in  Sandusky,  either  fur  rheniselves  or  for  the  hospital,  as  F'ederal 
prisoners  are  permitted  to  do  in  Richmond,  as  I  can  assert  from  per- 
sonal knowledge,  conflrmetl  by  officers  of  your  disision  now  here. 

The  condition  of  the  hos])ital  in  respect  to  bedding  and  food  essential 
to  invalids  antl  convalescents,  medicines,  vessels,  and  attendance,  calls 
earnestly  for  reform. 

Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that,  so  far  as  compatible  with  the 
orders  under  which  you  arc  acting,  you  will  cause  to  be  paid  such  atten- 
tion to  our  wants  as  humanity  suggests,  and  as  we  have  the  right  to 
expect  from  one  who  has  felt  the  hardships  of  war  and  would,  therefore, 
mitigate  its  sufferings. 

It  is  due  to  ourselves  to  add  that  we  shall  bear  without  a  murmur 
to  you  all  such  restrictions  and  privations  as  are  imposed  on  Federal 
officers  now  ])ris()ners  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  Ciovernment  at 
Eichmoiid,  or  which  may  be  diiected  by  orders  from  VVasliington. 

We  have  felt  it  a  duty  to  give  our  Government,  as  opportunity  offered, 
a  true  and  impartial  account  of  our  prison  treatment  here,  and  shall 
continue  to  do  so  as  we  best  can.  I  hope  you  may  tiiul  it  compatible 
with  your  duties  to  visit  the  yard  and  look  into  the  condition  of  things 
with  your  own  eyes. 

Respectfully,  I  am,  vour  obedient  servant, 

I.  R.  TRIMBLE, 
Major- General,  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States. 

P.  S. — It  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  us  if  some  distinct  arrange- 
ment cnuld  be  made  by  which  we  can  use  our  money  in  paying  for 
washing,  cooking,  and  other  iiicidcntai  exiieuses. 

I.  R.  T. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Johnson's  Island,  Januartj  i7,  18f>4. 

The  objection  to  the  supply  of  water  is  not  allowed.     At  the  regular 

calls,  from  10  to  1-  a.  m.  ami  from  -  to  4  p.  m..  squads  of  fifty  prisoners 

at  a  time  are  allowed,  under  proper  guard,  to  draw  water  from  the  lake. 

Lieutenant-Colonel    Pierson    having    control   of   the    administrative 

powers  of  the  prison,  and  having  no  knowledge  of  the  orders  of  the 
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general  commandiug'  to  him  on  the  subject,  your  attention  is  respect- 
fully called  to  the  inclosed  letter  ofUeneral  Trimble, 
liespectfully  forwarded. 

I.  C.  BASSETT, 
Colonel  Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Commandinij. 

[lDcl03ure  Xo.  3.] 

IIdqrs.  Hoffman's  Batt.,  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 

iSitndiisky,  Ohio,  January  .i't),  1864. 
Col.  I.  C.  Bassett, 

Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Commanding : 

Colonel  :  I  lesiiectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  those 
prisoners  who  have  made  ai)[)licatiou  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Many  of  them  have  not  concealed  their  sentiments,  and  the  applica- 
tions of  others  have  become  known  or  strongly  suspected.  There  are 
also  among  these  prisoners  some  cases  of  peculiar  hardship,  ilany 
of  these  prisoners  are  very  much  afraid  of  secret  assassination,  and 
whether  that  fear  is  well  founded  or  not  it  appears  to  me  hard  to  keej) 
men  any  great  length  of  time  in  so  uncdmfortable  condition  if  it  is 
really  designed  to  make  them  subjects  of  Executive  clemency. 

In  a  prison  of  so  many  ofticers  of  high  rank  of  course  the  predomi- 
nant sentiment  is  so  rebellious  that  persons  of  dilferent  views  ai-e  sub- 
ject to  much  indignity,  which  will  never  c(mie  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
commanding  ollicer,  and  it  rei|Uires  great  mural  courage  to  act  against 
it,  especially  wlien  the  ])risoiier  can  for  so  long  time  get  no  relief. 

In  case  the  [)olic.\  of  the  (lovernment  will  not  admit  of  si)eedy  action 
ill  these  cases,  and  they  are  to  be  retained  here,  I  would  recommend 
that  the  attention  of  the  Commissary-tleneral  of  Prisoners  be  called  to 
the  i)ropriety  of  a  se[)arate  inclosure  and  barracks  being  erected  for 
them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  PIEUSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Hoffman's  Haitalion. 

[First  iiidorscmi-iit.i 

Heaix^iuarters  it.  s.  Forces, 

JidiHson's   Island.  Jainiary  ;?.y,  ISM. 
Eesi)ectfully  forwarded    for  the  consideration  of  the   general  com- 
manding. 

In  many  cases  those  applying  for  the  oath  of  allegiance  iif  detected) 
are  roughly  used  and  their  li\es  thrcatenetl  by  the  ]irisouers  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  remo\e  those  rhieatened  from  the 
inclosure.  Such  being  the  case,  a  separate  building  is  necessary  tor 
their  protection. 

I.  C.   n.VSSHTT, 
Cohmel    Eiglity  sridinl   Poinsi/lriDiia    \'ol loitrtrs.  Cominunding. 


UlxjRS.   V.  S.   PourKs    At    SAM>rSKV   AND 

Johnson's  Isi-anh,  Tiiiku   I'lv..  S[\-iii  Ai;m\   Corps, 

S,iiiih.sLi/.  .I,n,ii,n-;i    .n,  !>i,l, 
Eesiiectfully  sent  to  the  ( 'oinmis-ary  <ieneral  of  Prisoners. 
The  recoiiiiiicndai  loll  lit  <'oloiiel    Pier>oii    is  fully  approved.     In  the 
meantime  I  shall  enile.i\()r  togi\ethem  all    the  temporary  luotcctiou 
possible. 

II.  M,  'n:i;i;v. 

Jji  iiiiuliir-  (itncnil,    ( 'mii  iiianiliini. 
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Office  Commissary-Geneeal  of  Peisonebs, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Forces,  !<anduskij,  Ohio: 
General:  By  authority  of  the  War  Department  I  have  the  honor 
to  request  that  you  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  transfer  of 
C<il.  K.  H.  Lee,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Johnson's  Island,  to  Fort 
iVlonroe,  where  he  will  be  delivered  to  Major-General  Butler,  commis- 
sioner for  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFPMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

No.  27.  (  Xew  Orleans,  February  1,  1864. 

*  ****** 

Colonel  Killborn,  First  Xew  Orleans  Volunteers,  is  hereby  detailed 
for  special  duty  as  commissary  of  prisoners  for  this  department,  and 
will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Bowen,  provost-marshal-geueral,  for 
orders.     Colonel  KilUiom  will  retain  command  of  his  regiment. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Banks: 

GEORGE  B.  DRAKE, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Carroll  Prison,  Washington,  D.  C,  February  1,  1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman: 

Sill:  Learning  that  I  with  two  of  my  friends  are  confined  in  this 
prison  under  your  charge  as  hostages  for  three  negroes,  captured  in 
South  Carolina,  if  it  is  allowed,  it  will  atford  me  much  pleasure  to  know 
at  what  time  and  place  these  negroes  were  captured,  and  if  the  United 
States  Government  will  exchange  us  if  these  negroes  are  released  by 
the  Confederate  (Government.  My  reasons  for  wishing  information  on 
this  point  are  that  I  may  write  to  my  friends  and  let  them  use  their 
intiuence  to  eft'cct  this  exchange.  By  giving  me  the  necessary  informa- 
tion you  will  much  oblige, 

Your  obetlient  servant, 

c.  J.  Mcdowell, 

Company  A,  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 


Office  Com-^iissary-Geneeal  of  Prisoners. 

Waxhington,  February  3.  I'^ij^. 
Respecrtull\-  subnuttcd  to  the  Secretarv  of  War. 

W.  H(JFFx\IAX, 
Cohiucl  Third  liifiHtry  and   Commissary  Goteral  of  Prisoners. 

s..,,,iul  iu.IorseiiH-ut.i 

War  Department.  Fibrnnry  15,  1S64. 
Kespectfull\' referred  to  the  i-onimissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prison- 
ers tor  remarlc. 

Bv  order  of  tlie  .Secretarv  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
l>rigadier-(ii iLcral  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Third  indorsement] 

February  18,  IS64. 
Tliese  applicants  were  (irdered  to  bard  labor  on  the  application  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  because  of  the  coiitiuemeiit  in  Charleston  of 
three  colored  seauieu  of  the  IJ.  S.  Navy.  They  might  have  permission 
to  address  a  letter  to  the  authorities  in  liichmoud  re|)resentiug  their 
case. 

E.  A.   [IITCUCOOK. 
Majvr-deiitral  of   \'oliititecrs. 

[I--Hurlhi..dor3em.-ut) 

War  Department,  Fvhniary  IS,  1S64. 
Approved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War: 

KD.  E.  S.  CAXBr, 
Britjaditr-deneral  anil  Aasixtunt  Adjiitant-Geiwral. 


Headijuarters  Department  hf  tue  (j-ulf, 

Xrir  (Jrleaiis,  Filirnanj  J,  I'^fJl. 
Adjutant-General  of  tpie  A.ifsiY,Washinijto)i,  P.  C: 

(Iexeral:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copy  of  a  cartel* 
for  exchange  of  i)risoners  agreed  upon  by  coinmissioncrs  ai)pointed  by 
MaJ.  Gen.  li.  Taylor,  G.  S.  Army,  and  myself,  respectively,  covering 
captures  from  our  respective  commands,  with  copies  also  of  the  corre- 
spondence in  that  matter. 

I  also  inclose  a  list  of  prisoners  of  war  included  in  this  cartel  who 
hav(;.  been  sent  North  at  various  times,  and  would  request  that  said 
]irisoners  may  be  forwarded  to  this  department  to  be  turned  over  to 
^lajor-General  Taylor  in  exchange  for  those  whom  he  has  already  deliv- 
ered to  me. 

It  will  ije  observed  that  this  exchange  was  etiected  with  the  distinct 
announcement  that  tiie  conmiissioner  on  my  part  could  not  entertain 
01-  discuss  any  propositicju  in  which  the  rights  as  soldiers  of  the  colored 
troops  should  be  disiL'garded. 

Very  resuectlully,  general,  vour  olicdient  servant, 

N.  P.   P.AXKS. 
Miijor-Geiuriil,  ( 'i)miiuinilin<j. 

Fir-t  mdc.r-Miii.'nt-: 

Office  GoMMissARvCrEXURAL  mf  Prisoners, 

\\',isi(i,i;it,>ii.  1).  C.  MiikIi  :.':',  :^i,L 

Pa'spectfully  subniitti'il  for  tin'  consiilc!  atioii  of  tlic  Secretary  of  War. 

The  cartel  of  .lannaiy  i.  herewith  inclosed.  pro\ides  for  the  ri'lease 
on  parole  of  the  excess  of  Federal  prisoners  held  l)y  the  enemy,  to  be 
exclianged  for  an  equivalent  number  in  our  hands,  this  agreement  being 
subjectto  the  appvo\al  of  the  War  Deparrnient. 

The  list  of  prisoners  ^ent  Noith.  reteried  to  liy  General  Hanks  as 
inclosed  in  his  letter,  has  not  been  recei\eil,  nor  lia\'e  I  recei\cd  any 
notice  of  the  arrival  at  the  North  of  an\'  prisoners  from  General  Banks' 
department,  except  L'-i'  otlicers  ('aptured  at  Port  Uudson.  I  have 
reported  to  the  Adjutant-General  the  exchange,  which  was  completed 

■  .See  .lauuary  I.  ISUI,  p.  817. 
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under  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  December,  1863,  herewith  respectfully 
indorsed.  The  correspondence  referred  to  by  Major-Geueral  Banks  is 
ou  tile  iu  this  office. 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Conunissanj- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Secoud  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  March  3-i,  isni. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners   for 
the  correspondence  referred  to  within. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
•^  ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier -General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wasliini/ton.  I).  C,  March  .:.'o,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  with  the  correspond- 
ence called   for.*     The  list  of  -!51    Federal  officers  and  enlisted   men 
exchauaed  and  list  of  4-49  enlisted  men  paroled  lemain  iu  tliis  office. 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantrij  and  Commissary-Getieral  of  Prisoners. 


Headqfarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  ViRifiNiA  and  North  Carolina. 

Fort  Monroe,  February   '-i,  ISh'-i. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secrt-tary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  telet;rain  I  inclose  the  ••correspondence 
between  the  U.  S.  authorities  and  the  rebel  authorities  ou  the  c.>cchanj;e 
of  i)risoners,  and  the  dilferent  propositions  connected  with  that  sub- 
ject," so  far  as  they  have  come  from  my  office. t 

My  reports  aud  letters  of  iustructiou  you  have  in  the  office  at 
Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


ni)(2Ks.  I'D  Separate  Brig.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Defenses  of  Baltimore, 
Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  February  :.'.  ISHS. 
Col.  W.  HoFiMAN,  Cmnmissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Ci'LoNEL:  I  liave  the  honor  to  re(piest  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Robert  II. 
Carr,  of  P.altimore,  a  lady  ol  devoted  loyalty,  yreat  aftluence,  and  dis- 
tinsnisheil  benevolence,  permission  to  visit  West's  Buildings  Hospital, 
in  tiu^cityof  lialCimore,  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  by  her  gifts 
to  the  alleviation  of  the  suH'erings  of  its  inmates.     During  the  past 


"See  Iiwi^iUt  to  Stoue,  .I^iuu.Try  7,  and  the  correspondence  therein  ref'eiTCd  to, 
p.  S16. 

f  See  Butler  to  (luld,  December  7,  1*^63,  p.  GoS:  Onld  to  Butler,  December  9,  18iw, 
p.tiSo:  llitchi'Oi-k  to  liutler.  Decemlier  li.  lSH:i,  p.  'U:  Butler  to  Ould,  Detemlier  -Jt. 
18li3.  I'.  Tr.-.';  Butler  to  Ould  .lour  pap.-rsi.  Dcfeiuber  2.5,  isij3,  pp.  7.34-7.">IJ:  Ouldto 
MuUord.  lieiomliiT  L'7,  isfio,  p.  7ii;):  Ould  to  Hitclicoc  k.  December  27,  IS&S,  p.  (Wi; 
Butkr  to  Ould  I. live  papers',  January  1-,  l>iU.  pii.SiU),  S37. 
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two  years  Mrs.  Carr  has  had,  by  authority  from  the  different  com- 
iiiauders  of  this  corps,  free  access  to  tlie  hospitals  of  the  anuy  in  Bal- 
timore and  vicinity,  Init  under  the  present  orders,  witliout  peVmissioa 
from  Washington,  she  states  that  admission  is  denied  her  to  those  hos- 
pitals where  rebel  [)risoners  are  held.  Tlie  unceasing-  kindness  of  this 
lady  to  Dur  own  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  entitles  her  request  to  as 
favorable  consideration  as  the  interests  of  the  service  will  admit. 
Should  it  be  deemed  improper  to  give  ])ermission  to  Mrs.  Carr  to  have 
IKTsonal  interviews  with  the  rebel  i)risoners  in  this  hospital,  she  desires 
liberty  to  take  to  the  matron  sucii  articles  as,  u[)on  ini|Uiry  of  her,  she 
should  ascertain  would  contribute  to  their  comlbit  and  not  contra\ene 
the  regulations  of  the  hospital. 

1  am,  colouel,  with  great  respect,  your  olx-dieut  servant, 

K.  VV.  ANDREWS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Gencrdl. 

[First  iniloriement.l 

Office  f'oMMiss.vRY-CiENERAL  OF  Prisoners, 

Wiish'DKjton,  1>.  C,  Februari/  4,  ISHI. 
Respectfullv  referred  to  Surgeon  Simpson,  medical  director  .Middle 
Department,  who  will  i)lease  report  if  there  is  any  necessity  for  contri- 
butions of  any  kind  to  rebel  iirisoners  at  the  West's  Buildings  Uos- 
pital  to  alleviate  their  sufferings:  and  if  so,  whether  a  deviation  from 
the  present  regulations,  as  within  re(iuested,  would  be  attended  with 
any  inconvenience. 

VV.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third   [nfantri/  oml   Coininissarii-tifncrid  of  l'ri.<iini;rs. 


Medical  Uiukctor's  Office,  Middle  Departmknt, 

Baltimore,  Ftbruarij   J,  /^v;/. 
RespecttuUy   referred  to  Surg.  T.  H.  Bache,  U.  S.   Volunteers,   lor 
report. 

J.  SIMPSON. 
iSuri/eon,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Medical   Dim  tor. 


West's  Buildings  ITosriTAL, 

Haltiiiiore,  Fehriiarij  >,  L'^HI. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  medical  director. 

i  tieem  it  not  only  nnnecessaiy  but  highly  improjier  lor  ladies  to 
visit  this  hospital.  It  is  mi  place  for  them  exeepting  when  a  near  rela- 
tive is  \'ery  ill.  There  is  no  alisolute  neiessity  to  send  c(jiitributioiis 
of  any  kind.  Still,  as  it  is  difticult  to  I'oiiduct  a  hospital  on  a  -O  eent 
valuation  of  the  ration  without  eohtriliittions  of  food,  1  would  be  i:lad 
to  receive  eon  tri  but  ions  of  w  holesome  t'ood — not  custards,  etikes,  ji'llies, 
:iiid  pies — proNiiled  the  said  tood  is  not  bnmght  by  hiiiies  in  eairiaues. 
as  was  tbrmerly  done.  Imt  sent  by  servants,  as  ladies  generally  send 
such  articles  Irom  their  houses.  1  sincerely  hoju'  theConimissary-Oen- 
eral  of  Prisoners  will  not  de\;ate  in  this  case  from  the  present  regula- 
tions, which  apiiear  to  me  to  he  working  well.  (Granting  the  within 
request  will  he  attemled  with  inconvenience.  In  behalf  of  m\si'lf  1 
i-especttully  request  that  no  iiiterl'erence  with  the  atfairs  of  this  hos- 
pital will  be  [le/mitted  by  those  having  no  authority  to  <lo  so. 

TUOS.   HFWSON  BACIIE, 
Sinuiroit.  r.  S.    Volunteers,  in    Clanji. 
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[Fourth  indorsement.) 

MEDinAi  Director's  Office,  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  February  !j,  1804. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Cotnmissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  whose  attention  is  invited  to  the  preceding  indorsement 
by  Surg.  T.  H.  Bache,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  West's  Build- 
iiigs  Hospital.  The  opinion  expressed  by  him  meets  with  my  entire 
approval. 

J.  SIMPSOX, 
Surijeon,  V.  S.  Army,  and  Medical  Director. 


Chicago,  III.,  February  Q,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commi.ssary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  T).  C: 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  thorough 
inspection  of  Camp  Douglas,  at  this  post,  a  detailed  report  of  which  I 
send  herewith. 

1  shall  leave  to-morrow  for  IJock  Island.  111.,  and  thence  for  Spring- 
field, 111. 

Very  respectfuHv.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surijeoii  and  Acting  Medical   Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 


Report  of  inspection  if  ramp-s  and  jield  liospitals  at  Chicago,  111.,  Feb- 
ruary  1,  1861,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and  acting  medical  inspector 
of  prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp — Camp  Douglas.  Commander  of  camp — Colonel 
De  Land,  First  Micliigan  Shariishooters:  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme,  com- 
manding district.  Command  and  strength — prisoners  of  war,  5,r)81; 
federal  troops.  1.781;  total,  '.'■'•i'i'2.  Location  of  camp — southern  liuuts 
(if  city.  Water,  source  and  supply — city  water-works,  twelve  hydrants 
in  cam]),  sullicient.  Water,  quality  and  effect.^ — gO(jd.  Fuel — wood 
and  coal,  abundant.  Soil — light  sand  with  about  three  to  five  inches 
of  alluvial  deposit  on  surface.  Drainage — insutticieut  at  present,  but  to 
be  improved  when  weather  permits.  Topography — ground  nearly  flat, 
requiring  artiticial  drainage.  Police  of  camp — very  much  neglected. 
Discipline  in  camp — very  lax.  Duties  in  camp — such  prisoners  as 
desire  to  work  are  employed  on  the  improvements  now  in  progress. 
Tents  or  huts,  position — barracks,  all  to  be  removed  to  the  western 
division.  Tents  (U"  huts.  j'Utteni  and  quality — une  story,  tnuch  dilapi- 
dated. Tentsor  huts,  v  cnrilarum  and  removal — no  vintilatinn.  Tents 
or  huts,  heating — sutfii-ient.  liy  stoves.  Sinks,  constructicm.  condition, 
and  position — verj-  good,  luii'.t  over  central  sewer  and  so  arranged  as 
to  be  flushed  with  water  uul  druincd  into  sewer,  well  covered  in  l)y 
closed  sheds.  Sinks.- management — not  well  managed.  Imildings  in 
bad  pidice;  little  ca;e  wu  'Id  ^cilice  to  keep  sueet  and  clean.  Pemoval 
of  oli'al.  i^cc. — but  (■areli-s^ly  attended  to.  Rations — abundant  and  of 
good  quality.  Conking  in  camp — mostly  <loue  in  well-turnished  cook- 
houses,partly  over  cainp-iin--.  Inspection  of  food — none  after  issueof 
rations.  Pm'table  ovens — liri-ad  of  very  good  i|uality  issued  by  com- 
missary.    Vegetables — suiiicieut.     Cleanliness  of  men  and  clothing — 
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filthy.  Quality  of  clothing — poor,  brought  by  prisouers,  donations,  con- 
demned United  States.  Quantity  of  clothing— apparently  sufficient 
except  overcoats.  Blankets  and  bedding— supply  sufiBcient.  Condi- 
tion of  men— filthy  except  in  hospital,  where  they  are  neat  and  clean. 
Hospital  buildings,  tents,  police,  discipline,  diet  and  cooking,  heat  and 
ventilation— barracks  in  southern  i)art  of  indosure;  chapel  also  used 
as  hospital,  containing  sixty-six  beds:  police  admirable;  cooking  well 
done  and  inspected;  kitchens  insufficient,  but  witli  utensils  in  very 
good  order;  diet  good;  no  laundry,  l>ut  one  is  in  process  of  erec- 
tion; washing  at  present  done  outside  by  contract.  A  new  hospital  for 
prisoners  is  in  process  of  erection,  containing  four  wards,  with  neces- 
sary accessories;  each  ward  KiU  by  L!>S  by  13A  feet  in  dimensions,  accom- 
modating a  total  of  l'^9  patients;  will  be  well  ventilated  and  in  every 
respect  well  adapted  for  its  purpose.  Hospital  capacity — 234  beds  at 
present.  Xumber  sick — prisoners  in  hospital,  23-i;  in  i|uarters,  '2~A). 
State  of  medical  supplies  and  surgical  instruments — sufficient  and  in 
very  good  order.  State  of  hospital  records  and  accounts — very  well 
kept.  State  of  hospital  fund — $246.21.  l",xpcnditnres..ranuary,  S4S1.48, 
for  articles  of  diet,  washing,  &c.  Reports — well  kept  up.  Re(iuisi- 
tions — promjitly  filled.  Medical  attendance— sufficient;  one  surgeon, 
four  acting  assistant  surgeons  (one  under  arrest).  Xursing — by  con- 
valescents and  detail  of  prisoners.  Interments — by  contract  in  city 
cemetery.  Diseases  prevalent — pneumonia,  chronic  diarrhea,  measles, 
typlio-malarial  and  malarial  fevers.  Diseases  zymotic — smallpox;  at 
present  twenty-six  cases  in  smallpox  hospital,  twenty-five  prisoners,  one 
garrison.  Diseases,  mitigation  and  prevention  of — everything  is  done 
that  can  be  as  far  as  hospital  treatment  is  concerned;  the  condition 
of  the  barracks  invites  disease;  vaccination  strictly  enforced  in  prison 
and  garrison.  Wounds  and  operations,  recoveries  from  diseases,  re- 
coveries from  wounds,  mortality  from  diseases,  mortality  from  wounds, 
military  history,  orders  or  advice:  Prison — December  report,  total 
strength,  5,750;  aggregate  sick,  2,443:  deaths,  57;  per  cent,  of  deaths 
to  total  strength,  .()()!I9;  to  sick,  .023:  average  daily  sick,  375.  Jan- 
uary, total  strength,"), 581;  aggregate  sick,  2,000 ;  deaths,  55;  per  cent, 
of  deaths  to  total  strength,  .0U!i8;  to  sick,  .018;  average  daily  sick,  486. 
Garrison — December  report,  total  strength,  1.404;  aggregate  sick, 
617;  deaths,  0;  per  cent,  of  deaths  to  tot:il  strength.  .0042;  to  sick, 
.0007;  average  dailj- su'k.  265.  January,  total  strength,  1.781;  aggre- 
gate sick.  1,007;  deaths,  11:  per  cent,  ofdeaths  to  total  strength,  .(M)6l; 
to  sick,  .010;  average  dnily  sick,  244. 

Medical  officers— •Surg.  A.  F.  Wliclan,  First  Michigan  Sharpsliooters, 
in  charge.  Prison  hospital — four  acting  assistant  surgeons  i  Doctor  Lee 
under  arrest).  Post  hospital — two  assistant  surgeons,  one  acting 
assistant  snrgeon. 

The  commandant  of  the  district.  General  ( •rmc,  i^  making  several 
changes  in  tlie  disposition  of  the  camp,  and  from  tlie  coiit'usioii  thus 
caused  it  is  ditficult  to  re[)ort  on  the  general  cnndition  of  the  camp.  It 
1^  proposed  to  remove  the  prisoners'  liarraclis  entirely  into  the  western 
division  of  the  camp,  leaving  the  eastern  division  for  Federal  trooiis 
and  the  hospitals.  The  tloors  have  been  removed  from  the  barracks  to 
(irevent  the  prisoners  from  tunneling  underneath  tliem.  Tin?  fioors  of 
many  of  the  bariacks  being  several  inches  behjw  the  siulace,  the  lloors 
are  hence  constantly  wet  and  muddy.  I  have  suggested  that  the  Ijar- 
racks  be  raised  on  posts  two  or  three  feet  high,  so  ;is  to  att'ord  a  clear 
view  beneath  them  and  allow  the  ])risoners  the  ;idvantage  of  a  fioor. 
The  cook-houses  are  not  yet  completely  furnished,  but  this  will  be 
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arranged  when  the  camp  has  again  become  quiet.  Tlie  ho.spital  and  its 
accessories  will,  I  think,  by  my  return  visit,  be  all  that  is  necessary, 
and  by  that  time  the  camp' will  be  all  that  can  be  expected  with  the 
very  lax  discipline  now  enforced  in  the  garrison.  1  have  satisfied 
myself  that  every  precantion  possible  is  taken  against  the  spreading 
of  sraall])Ox.  Vaccination  is  thoroughly  enforced,  the  pest  house  is  out- 
side tlie  limits  of  the  general  camp,  and  its  management  is  all  that  can 
be  wished. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surt/eon  and  Acting  Medical   Impcctur  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Office  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

\Viixltin(jtiin.  I>.  C,  Feljniary  ;.•',  1864. 

Col.  P.  A.  Porter, 

Commandint)  Fort  McHenrij.  Baltimore.  Md.: 
CoLOMEL:  By  direction  of  His  ilxcellency  the  President  you  will 
please  forward  Lieut.  T.  J.  Hall.  adJutantThirtyseventb  NirginiaCav- 
ahy.  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  iMc Henry,  to  Fort  Monroe,  where  he  will 
be  (leli\ered  to  ihijor  General  P)Utlcr.  cominissioner  for  exchange.  .Mr. 
I.  W.  Montort,  military  agent  for  Indiana,  will  take  charge  of  Lieuten- 
ant Hall. 

Very  resi)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

\V.  HOFF^FAJf, 

Colonel    Third  Infantry  and   ('<iinntissary-(icni'ral  of  Prisoners. 


HDQRS.   DEPI'.  OF    VlROINlA    AND    \(inT!I    CAROLINA. 

Office  Ciimm[ssionek  fur  Kxcoaniie, 

Fort  Monroe,   \'a..  February  j.  lf?64. 
Col.  "W.  Hoffman, 

Commissiiry-Gcjural  (f  Prisoner.^.   Wasliinaton,  D.  C: 
Sir:  The  (omnianding  general  ilireirs  me  to  rei|uesc  that  you  will 
inform  him   on   what  grounds  Singeon    Wright,  of  the  rebel   army,  is 
detained  in  prison  at  Saint  Louis. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectful  I  \-,  \"our  obedient  servant, 

A.  F-  PCFFER. 
Captain   and  Aiik'-de-<^amp. 


Office  Co^iAtissAKv  General  of  Prisoners, 

Washiiiatoii,  Frhnoirii  '',  l^'U. 
Respectfully  rernnied  ti>   M.ii.  Ccn.    I!.   F.  Putler.  eoinniissi.iner  for 
exchanue. 

\V.  S.  \^'rigllt.  siirgenii  Mitchell'-  regiment,  was  captured  in  Saint 
Louis  County,  -Mo..  Febniars  11.  ISC.;;  was  transferred  Iroin  -Saint 
Louis  to  Alt(iii  June  i'k  l^H!:  s.ntriiicil  to  be  shot  to  death  at  -urh  time 
and  place  as  the  major  g.-ii,i  ,il  ci.mnuuiding  |)e|iartmenf  of  the  Mis- 
souri mav  direct.     (General  i  inlcr  '■'■'.*.  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

\V.   HOFF.MAN, 
Colonel    Tliird   Infaninj   'i,id    i  nin missary-deneral  ,f  Prisoners. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Vikginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  j\  1S64. 
Colonel   Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

CoLiiNEL:   Please  have  ( »liver  J.  Baum,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Delaware, 
who  claims  to  be  a  deserter  from  the  Southern  army  sent  to  ine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  (jbedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLHR, 
Major- (reiieral,  Coiiununiliiu/. 


Fort  Lafayette,  Xeir  York  Ilarhar.  February  .v,  ISHL 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  V.  8.  Army, 

Commissary-General  <>/  Prisouirs.  W((shin(itoii.  I>.  ('.: 
Colonel:   I  have  the  lionor  to  inroriii  you  that  ll.'4  prisoners  are  no 
in  confinement  at  this  post.     They  are  very  much  crowded,  ;ind  1  cai 
not  conveniently  accommodate  any  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  voar  obedient  servant, 

MART IX  BL'RKE, 
Lieutenant-Ciihiiui,  I'.  8.  Army,  ('iiinmnnilinii. 


Washington.  D.  C.  Filin/ary   ?,  is«. 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevens, 

CoiiintaiKUni/  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis.  Tn<l.  .- 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the 27th of  January,  reporting  the  shooting 
of  a  prisoner  of  war  by  a  sentinel,  is  received. 

Tlie  action  of  the  sentinel  in  this  case  seems  to  bejustiticd  b\-  the 
orders  under  which  he  acted;  and  it  is  very  proper  that  very  rigid 
orders  should  be  given  to  the  guard  to  provide  against  ilisorder  among 
the  prisoners  or  attempts  to  escape,  hut  it  is  eipially  important  that  the 
prisoners  should  be  made  fully  ac(iuaiuted  with  the  nature  of  these 
orders,  that  they  may  not  ignorautly  disobey  them  and  thereby  Jeop- 
ardize their  lives.  The  life  of  a  prisoner  must  not  be  wantonly  taken, 
and  wlieu  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  it  must  be  clearly  sliown. 

In  this  case  your  report  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  it  showed  tliat 
the  prisoner  persisted  in  disobeying  the  sentinel's  ordeis  by  hiding  to 
return  to  his  quarters  after  being  repeatedly  warned  to  d(j  so.  It  is 
stated  that  on  iteing  ordered  to  halt  and  to  return  to  his  (piarters  he 
stopped  and  made  some  answer.  On  the  order  being  repeated '•  the 
prisoner  still  refusing  obedience"  the  .•^entiuel  shot  him.  Does  this  mean 
that  the  prisoner  retiised  in  words  to  obey  the  oriler  or  that  he  did  not 
move  when  ordered,  and  if  the  latter,  what  was  the  interval  between 
the  giving  of  the  order  and  the  tiring? 

If  the  sentinel  liad  been  annoyed  during  his  tour  by  i>risoners 
approaching  the  teiice  against  orders,  this  fact  should  li:ui'  been 
established  by  the  teslinioiiy  of  the  sentinel  near  him.  The>eanil  s:ini- 
lar  particulars  are  necessary  to  show  how  tar  the  act  was  pron\preil  by 
a  sincere  desire  to  perform  his  duty  faithfully. 

Your  rei)ort  appears  to  be  based  on  that  of  the  lieutenant  of  the 
guard,  and  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  an  investigation  further  than 
a  (luestioning  of  the  sentinel  whose  conduct  was  to  be  considered.  The 
case  was  too  imjtortant  a  one  to  be  left  in  such  ine.xperieiu-ed  hands, 
and  that  the  atfair  ina>-  be  put  in  its  proper  light.  I  rei|iiest  you  will 
make  a  full  rep<u't  from  a  personal  investigation,  giving  all  essential 
particulars. 
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We  must  strive  to  avoid  giving  the  rebels  an  opportunity  to  charge 
us  with  following  their  barbarous  example  in  shooting  down  unoffending 
prisoners  on  triftiug  pretexts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAIf, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  CAirp  Ferguson, 

Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  February  3,  1S64. 
Col.  E.  R.  Livingston: 

Dear  Sir:  Capt.  E,  O.  Wolf,  who  goes  to  Batesville  under  a  flag  of 
truce  with  a  detail  of  four  men,  will  deliver  to  you  four  prisoners,  sol- 
diers of  your  command,  captured  by  him  on  the .    Their  names, 

as  they  represent,  are  as  follows :  .James  VV.  Guion,  corporal  of  Company 
L,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry:  W.  J.  Ferguson,  private  of  Company 
I),  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry;  Lewis  Clarii,  private  of  Company  D, 
Eleventh  3Iiss(iuri  Cavr.lry,  and  William  A.Adair,  private  of  Company 
L,  Eleventh  ^lissouri  Cavalry.  1  have  paroled  these  men  until  they  are 
exchanged  for.  and  wish  to  have  in  return  for  them  .lesse  Ritchie,  of 
Company  K  (Captain  Wolf) ;  Fry,  of  Company  C :  Peter  Young,  of  Com- 
pany I,  and  Washington  Mitchell,  a  detailed  teamster — all  privates. 

The  above  named,  1  believe,  are  all  now  prisoners  at  Batesville,  and 
I  desire  to  have  the  exchange  made  at  once,  so  that  Captain  Wolf  may 
bring  them  back  on  his  return. 

The  four  prisoners  belonging  to  my  command  whom  you  agreed  to 
have  exchanged  for  the  four  sent  by  you  with  Captain  Grace  have  not 
as  yet  reached  my  camp.  I  hope  you  will  have  them  sent  to  me  as  early 
as  possible.  You  informed  me  in  your  last  communication  that  you 
were  ordered  to  [lut  to  death  all  Confederate  soldiers  wearing  the  uni- 
form of  the  U",  S.  Army.  This  cannot  be  a  general  order,  or  it  is  not 
always  executed,  for  there  are  hundreds  of  our  Confederate  prisoners 
who  have  been  taken  in  that  uniform  and  afterward  exchanged. 
Besides,  the  laws  of  war  have  always  allowed  one  army  to  deceive 
another  either  by  wearing  the  enemy's  uniform  or  hoisting  its  flag. 
Furthermore,  your  own  soldiers,  when  on  the  march  through  the  coun- 
try, frequently  send  their  advance  dressed  in  citizens'  clothing  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  as  or  tlie  citizens,  and  if  you  should  put  to  death 
all  Confederate  soldiers  dressed  in  Federal  uniform  you  could  not  blame 
me  for  putting  to  death  all  b'ederal  soldiers  taken  without  their  entire 
uniform.  Again,  should  any  of  my  men  be  killed  for  wearing  the  above- 
named  uniform  it  would  engender  a  spirit  of  retaliation  ainonu'  my  sol- 
diers, and  the  result  would  be  that  the  war  in  this  section  of  the  country 
would  be  carried  on  more  like  barbarians  than  civilized  people. 

You,  [  am  sure,  know  that  no  one  could  prevent  soldiers  lor  even 
blame  them  for  it)  from  killing  prisoners  when  their  own  comrades  had 
been  put  to  death  after  being  taken,  for  the  simple  reason  of  wearing 
the  enemy's  uniform. 

Such  a  state  of  things  as  would  result  from  the  execution  of  said  order 
I  do  not  wish  to  see:  whenever  prisoners  have  fallen  into  my  hands  I 
have  endeavored  to  treat  them  as  well  or  even  better  than  my  own 
men.  Your  men  were  stripped  of  their  clothing  before  they  reached 
me,  and  you  cannot  censure  our  soldiers  for  taking  from  yours  what- 
ever they  wish,  when  your  own  scouts  strip  ours  of  all  they  waut, 
iucluding  money  and  other  private  property. 
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Many  of  my  command  wear  various  articles  of  your  uniform,  which 
tbey  have  purchased  from  deserters  from  the  Federal  army,  or  others 
coining'  from  Missouri,  and  it  is  not  done  for  the  purpose  of  deceptioo 
(although  I  contend  that  would  be  lawful). 

I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  inform  nie  in  writing,  through  Captain 
Wolf,  whether  you  intend  to  execute  the  above  named  order  upon  reg- 
ular Confederate  soldiers,  so  that  I  may  notify  the  department  at  head- 
quarters and  receive  instructions  as  to  the  course  I  am  to  pursue. 

There  are  hundreds  nf  men,  many  of  them  belonging  to  no  organized 
body  of  troops,  wlio  are  running  through  tlie  country  claiming  to 
belong  to  my  command,  for  the  sake  ot  i)rotecti(Mi  when  captured. 
These  men  are  doing  the  country  and  citizens  great  injury,  and  if  they 
claim  they  shall  not  receive  my  protection.  Whea  such  fall  into  your 
hands  and  idaim  to  be  my  soldiers  I  hope  you  will  investigate  the 
matter.  Many  of  those  men  do  acts  of  violence  both  to  citizens  and 
soldiers  which  the  laws  of  war  can  never  justify,  and  frequently  my 
soldiers  are  blamed  for  such  acts.  I  have  issued  an  order  to  have  all 
such  men  punished  severely  whenever  tound.  not  only  for  the  good  of 
the  country,  but  for  the  protection  of  my  own  soldiers. 

I  have  many  thanks  to  offer  you  for  tlie  bottle  of  tine  old  Bourliou 
you  sent  me  through  Captain  Grace,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I 
have  not  some  of  the  same  sort  to  send  you  in  return,  but  the  country 
cannot  atibrd  it,  and  my  communications  with  other  sections  where  it 
can  be  obtained  is  somewhat  interrupted  at  present.  I  hope,  however, 
it  will  not  be  the  case  much  longer. 

Most  resiiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  FEE  EM  AX, 
Colonel.  L'ommnndinfi. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,   Va.,  Fcbruari/  J,  IStii. 
To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  uUimo,  referring  to  this  Department  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting  to  be  informed 
•'what  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  actof  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  October.  1862,  chapter  62,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  and 
disposition  of  slaves  who  have  been  recaptured  from  the  enemy,  what 
number  of  depots  for  rheir  safe-keeping  have  been  established,  and 
whether  public  notice  has  been  given  in  the  newspapers  of  their  arrest, 
as  provided  in  the  said  act,"  has  been  received.  1  have  the  lionor  to 
inclose  Creneral  Orders,  Xo.  2.5,  of  tlie  current  series,  which  shows  the 
measures  taken  by  the  Department  for  the  execution  (jf  the  actof  Con- 
gress cited.*  There  has  been  no  return  to  this  Department  by  the  com- 
mandants of  the  camps  of  instruction  of  their  proceedings  under  these 
orders.  Some  instances  of  publication  umler  the  thiiil  paragraph  of  the 
orders  have  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  and  the  orders 
themselves  have  been  duly  promulgated  through  all  the  ilepartments 
and  districts  of  the  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 

■  The  order  was  issued  in  1S63  i  nor  current  series) ;  see  Vol.  V,  this  siTies.  p.  S4 1. 
58  S   B — series   II,  VOL    VI 
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CONFEDEEATE   STATES   OP   AJEERICA,  WAR   DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  3,  1864. 
Dr.  Edward  Warren, 

Sicrgeon-Gentral  of  Xorth  Carolina,  Raleigh,  X.  €.: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2otli  ultimo,  asking  passport  to  the  United 
States  for  eertaiu  purposes,  was  referred  to  Robert  Ould,  esq.,  ageut  of 
exchange,  who  reports  that  he  has  proposed  to  the  commissioner  of 
excliauge  of  the  United  States  that  the  prisoners  of  war  on  each  side 
shall  be  attended  by  a  proper  number  of  their  own  surgeons,  who  shall 
be  permitted  to  take  charge  of  their  health  and  comfort  and  to  act  as 
commissioners,  with  power  to  receive  and  distribute  contributions  of 
money,  food,  clothing,  and  tnedicines. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOy, 

iSeuretary  of  War, 


OONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  A^IERICA.  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  February  3,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder  : 

General:  You  will  hold  as  prisoners  of  war,  subject  to  orders  of 
Robert  Ould.  es(i.,  commissioner  of  exchange,  Daniel  (rould  and  his 
fifty-six  associates,  the  subject  of  Isaac  H.  Carrington's,  esq.,  report 
Iso.  492,  who  were  captured  in  Upshur  County,  Va.,  while  drilling  as 
militia  under  orders  of  the  treasonable  goverumeut  of  Virginia. 
By  order  of' the  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Axuiatant  Hecretary  of  War. 


Andersonville.  Ga..  February  3,  1S64. 
Maj.  A.  M,  Allen: 

Sir:  I  Veeeived  j'ours  of  the  Ifth  of  January,  and  have  to  thank  you 
for  your  attention  to  the  nuitter  therein  contained. 

I  sliall  soon  have  the  Yankee  prisoners  at  this  ]iost,  and  as  I  am 
instructed  by  the  <,!uarterraaster-Geueral,  tirst,  to  call  upon  the  nearest 
commissary  for  supplies.  1  now  write  to  know  iu  wliat  quantities  you 
can  supply  me  beyond  the  ])ossihiiity  of  failure.  In  regard  to  corn  and 
meal.  1  can  relieve  you  of  the  trouble  in  that  uuitter.  as  I  can  draw  that 
in  sutticient  supply  from  the  quartermaster's  department,  but  I  shall 
M'aut  beet,  meat,  tiour,  sugar,  mohisses.  rice.  soap,  candles.  ^:c.  You 
can  give  nie  meat  or  beef  as  you  please;  sugar  1  shall  only  want  for 
hospital  iiurposes.  and  shall  not  require  a  large  quantity  of  tlour.  1 
shall  liave  lU.OlKi  jirisoners  at  tliis  post,  and  you  can  easily  calculate 
what  I  shall  re<iuire.  IMr.  Harrold  cannot  begin  to  furnish  me  with  one- 
half  what  i  shall  need.  The  lieef  which  you  turn  over  to  me  I  do  not 
want  strii»iied  of  tiie  tallow,  as  I  inteiul  to  manufacture  caudles  at  this 
place.  All  beef  whit'h  has  been  heretofore  sent  lue  by  Mr.  llarrohl,  he 
has  (so  he  sa\'Sj  taken  out  the  tallow  by  your  orders.  Please  give  your 
earliest  attention  to  answering  this,  as  1  shall  want  to  hear  from  you 
before  I  make  other  arrangements. 

\'erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

P.  P.  WiyDER. 
Captiiin  and  As.^intant  (^uarierniaaier. 
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Washington,  February  4,  1864. 
To  the  kSENATE : 

111  I'Oiupliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Seuate  of  the  I'Oth  ultimo, 
re(niestintr  --a  copy  of  all  the  currespoiideuce  between  the  authorities 
of  the  I'liited  States  and  the  rebel  authorities  on  the  exeliange  of  pris- 
oners and  the  ditfereiit  pro|iositions  eouiiected  witli  that  subject."  I 
transmit  herewith  a  re|)ort  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  papers 
with  which  it  is  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

IIiiLlosares.: 

Wai:  Depakt:\[ent,  Wnshlnijtoii   Citi/.  Ffhi  niiri/  i.  I'^ni. 
The  President: 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  resolution  of  the  Seu- 
ate of  the  l!(>th  ultimo,  requestinu  -a  copy  of  all  tlie  corres|iOQdence 
between  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  the  rebel  authorities 
on  the  exchange  of  piisoners  and  the  different  propositions  connected 
with  that  subject,"'  and  to  transuiit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  ^Major- 
(ieneral  Hitchcock,  coiiiiuissiouer  for  exchanges,  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers. 

^'c^v  rcspectfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

EDVVIX  M.  STANT<^N. 

Srrrctiiri/  of  W(tr. 

WA.SinN(fTO.\.  D.  C   Frliniiiri/    I.  1SH4. 
Uon.  E.  ;M.  StantijN,  Sn-retarii  o/   W'nr  : 

StR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  -the  correspondence 
i)et\veen  the  authorities  of  the  Laiited  States  and  the  rebel  authorities 
on  the  exchange  of  prisoners  and  the  differeut  propositions  connected 
with  that  subject,"  called  for  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by 
resolution  of  the  I'Oth  ultimo."* 


"see  Luillen- to  Hitchcock,  January  It;,   1,S63,   Vol.  V,   this  srries,  p.   Isl;    t-xtract 
rioMi  iiiL->saire  otJerti-isun  Diivis.  ihid.,  p.  19;!;  <  hilil  to  Ludlow.  .lainiary  17,  1SH3,  ibid., 
]t   ISfi:   LiuUow  to  i.)uld,,Jauiuirv  U.  lst»,  il>nl..-p.  ITS;   Ludluwto  Oiil'il,  .lauuai'v  Is. 
il,iil..]>.  18!i;  I.iuUowtoHit.iiC(Hk..Janiiary  L'l,  Isti:.!.  iliid..\>.  1H<I;  Liellow  t.i  i  Hild,  Jau- 
I'lTTL'S.  IStio.  ihid..  p.  21*5:  Ould  to  Ludlow'.  Maiidi  :il,  1863  i  be^iniiin^'   ■■  in  the  deli^- 
■  ■.v'>.ihnL,i'    in;;    Ludlon- t.,  Oulii,  April  3,  ls8:;.  (/.»/..  p.  431;    Ludlow  to  Dnld.   Anril 
-.'isi;:-;.  j/<i-/.,  p.  inti:  Unld  t..  Ludlnw,  Apnl  11.  ISliS,  iiirf..  p.  4i3li;  Liidluw  to  i  i,il,l. 
Apiillo,  18H3.  ;;<)■(<.. p. -IT.S;   Ludlow  to  i  Mild,  A  [iril  L'O,  ls63,  ihi(i..\>.  4!jn;  (luM  to  Liid- 
l......  April  L'2.  1S63,  ibid.. -p.  .'cT;  Ludlow  to  ihild.  May  21',  ISiio.  i'l/'/..  p.  OHO;  Ould  to 

Ludlow.  Mav  J'J,  18ri3  i  seccuid  coimuunicatioii  i.  ihid.,  p.  6!'l ;  i  luld  to  Ludlosv.  J[a.\  L'L'. 

ISC.3,  ili'd.,  p.  T'lIC;   Ludl'.w  to  Ould,  Mav  2."i,  IStiii  ,  l.«>;inniuu:  '•  Vou  tlireatru  retalia- 

riou''i.  ibid.,  p.  702:   Ould   to   Ludlow,  May  31,  IsiiS,  ihid..  p.  723:  iiuld  10  Ludlow, 

.luur  1,  lMi3,  ihid.,  p.  72:i;   Ludlow  to  1  luhl,  .luue  3,  1SH3  .two  papersi,  il'id.,  p,  7;i7: 

(luld  toLudlow..Ir.ue."i,  l^l).'..  ibid..  ii.T4,5:  Ould  to  Ludlow,  .luue"'.  1883  itwopap.r.s  . 

i'ii'/.,p.  714:  (luid  to  Ludlow,, lunr  12,  l.Sri3    t  u  ..  paper-  ,  p   ' 

•  luue  U.  18H3itwo  papers.,  p.  17  aud  ( lit-^'inniiii;  ■■iJ.uii-r 

Ould  to  Ludlow,, luue  11',  l.^ti3  .  lie-inniuii  '-i  >n  -he  ')t!i  ua 

Ludl.'w,  .luh-  1,   1SH3,  p.  71:  Ludlow  to  1  uil.i,  .lul.    7.   l-i^ 

.lulv  14.  isrtj,  p,  116;   Ludlow  to  Ould.  .lulv  \'>,  isi,;;.  p.   1 

17.  l-i;3.p.  12.":  l.uillnw  to  ould,,luly  22,  ISH:!.  p.  IJi;;  m,,| 

II.  l."l:  cuild  to  Meivdith,  Au,i;nst  1,  is(33  O'e^'iiinuji,'  •■  hi  tliu  Armv  and  ^:l^:■  ■  nii.  ial 

( .azette'i.  p.  Iil7:  .Meredith  to  Hit.  hcock.  August  7.  Isii;; 

dith.  Au^ni.<t  13.  l.s«:i.  ]>.  liW;   HalU-.k  t..  Hit.di k.  Au^i 

roOuld.  Aii.,'ust2li,  i.si;:j,ii.227;  Ould  to  Mer.'.ljth.  -.■nteiu 
Notice  No.  6,  p.  2',i,'i;  Meredith  to  Ould,  .September  14.  Ish 
September  11,  lSri3,  |i.  28'!;  Hitchcock  to  .M.o-diili,  Seiitenib. 

.lith  t.)  Hitch. Oik,  Aup:u>t  2."),  1.H63.  ]>.  22.'>;  llitelniick  t.i  Mereiiith,  Septeiuber  21. 
IsiiS  (beL'iiiniu;;  ■•  The  coiumuuication  ol'  the  Sd  instaut"..  p.  3l'7;  .Meredith  to 
Hit.'hcocdi,  Septeiiiiiei  23.  IsriiS,  p.  312:  Meredith  t.>  Oul.l.  Septeiuber  24,  IsrilS.  p.  Ul'i; 
Hitchc.nk  t..  .\i.uv.lith,  Sr)>te»iber  2(;.  IStlS.  p.  :-i22:  (Jul.l  to  Mere.lith.  o.  t.ib.T  2. 
LStj3  i  beyinnini;  ■•  Vour  comuiiiLii.  ..ti.m  of  the  24th  '',  p.  339:  Hitchcock  to  Meredith, 


ll../H(e;  Ludl. 

IW  t. 

.Oul.l 

al  .'rders,  No.  : 

p.  1-. 

V  of, lime  ■■>,  ].. : 

lul.i  t. 

'■.'■.  p.  'lO:    l.u.llo 

w  t., 

Klll.l 

2..;   oul.l   u,  1.11 

l,ll.,v 

.-.  ,;.ih 

.1  to  l,'i.U..w..h 

I !  y  2' 

:.  ! -.::: 

he  Armv  an. 1  V: 

i\'y  . 

nil.  ia 

1..  IS-,:   Hii.h.  ... 

.■k'  I. 

.  .M.  r.- 

t  12.  IS,,;;,  p  i:... 

:  .M. 

■r.'.liri 

erT.  IS.;:;,,,.  J..,-, 

;  Kv. 
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,  M.-i 

.v.iiri:. 
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This  correspondence  has  been  furnished  by  General  Meredith  down 
to  the  period  when  -^[ajo^■General  Butler  entered  upon  duty  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  of  exchanges  and  since  then  by  General  Butler 
himself. 

I  have  added  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  General  Butler  on  the  sub- 
ject, dated  Port  Monroe,  December  17,  18(33,  signed  by  myself,  in  con- 
formity with  your  orders  of  the  previous  day,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
annexed,  and  I  have  added  a  copy  of  the  cartel  so  frequently  referred 
to  in  this  correspondence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  niTCHCOOK, 
Major ■<h'nernl  of  Volunteers,  Gommissioner  for  Exchanges. 


Hdcjrs.  Dept.  of  Virgini-v  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,   \'<(.,  February  4,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  ITiTCHroCK.  Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

Sir:  I  have  already  forwarded  a  captain  in  exchange  for  Capt. 
William  H.  Irving,  so  "that  everybody  delivered  to  us  prior  to  the  i-'Oth  of 
January  has  been  duly  exchanged,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
declaration  should  not  be  made.  Please  answer  what  are  the  objections 
to  the  declarations  of  exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  4,  1864. 
Hon.  EoBERT  OuLD.  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  proposal  to  exchange 
Colonel  Powell  for  Colonel  Lee  is  accepted,  and  the  latter  has  been 
ordered  from  -lohnson's  Island  and  will  be  reported  to  you  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  will  be  delivered  at  City  Point  for  Colonel  Powell,  who  is 
already  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  ,S:c.. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

Octolier  2.  1863.  p.  336 :  Jleredith  tn  Hitchcock.  October  S.  1863  i  ttvo  papers),  p.  361 ; 
Exchange  Notice  No.  7,  p.  388:  Mi're<lilh  to  i.liild.  October  17,  1863,  p.  388;  ijnlil  to 
Mei-eilith.  October  20,  18H3,  p.  401;  Oiilil  to  Meredith,  October  :27.  1863  i  two  papers), 
p.  4:18  and  (besinniiij;  "  I  inclose  to  yon  a  memorandum")  p.  430;  tal)iilar  statement 
of  paroled  prisoners  i  (October  27.  18H3).  p.  131;  Meredith  to  Ould.  (October  2i>,  1863, 
II.  Ul:  Ilitclicocl<  tn  Mercditii,  dctdber  30.  1863,  p.  444;  ()uld  to  Meredith,  October 
:n.  l'<i;3  awo  p:ipcr>i,  p.  4.=i-';  Hitchcock  to  .Ntercdith.  November  6,  1863.  p.  471; 
More.iith  to  onld,  Xnveail>er  7.  18H3.  p.  4S1;  Meredith  to  Ould.  November  12,  1863. 
p.  .".Ill :  I  iiild  to  Mi-redith.  Novemlier  21.  1863.  p.  rii^):  Meredith  to  Hitchcock.  Novem- 
bir  2.1,  IxG'.i,  p.  56ri:  Hiti  hi'nck  to  Meredith.  November  23.  1863.  p.."i.52:  Hitchcock  to 
Meredith.  November  28.  1863.  p.  .oW;  Hitchcock  to  Batler.  December  17,  1863,  p.  711; 
Stanton  to  Hitilicock,  Decimlier  16,  l,x63,  p.  709;  General  Orilers.  No.  142  lannounc- 
inL;  l<ix-Hill  carteb.  Vi>\.  IV,  thi.s  series,  ji.  ooo;  Bntler  to  .Stanton.  Februiiry  2. 
1864,  p.  906.  ante  lintler  to  Ould,  December  7,  1863,  p.  658:  i:)uld  to  Butler.  December 
9,  1863.  p.  6S3:  Butler  to  Onld.  December  2.5.  1863.  p.  752;  Hitchcock  to  Butler,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1863.  p.  712:  Butler  to  Ould.  December  25,  1863  (four  papers),  pp.  754,  756  (first 
two  communications  I,  and  (beiiinuing  "I  be>i  leave  to  submit'"),  p. 757;  OuU\  to 
Mulford,  December  27.  1863.  p.  769:  Ould  to  Hitchcock.  December  27,  1863,  p.  768; 
Butler  to  Ould,  January  12.  1864  (.live  papers  ,i,  pp.  836,  837. 
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Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  4,  IS'U. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Aijent  for  Exchaiu/e,  Richmomh  Va.: 

SiR:  I  have  the  bouor  to  request  that  you  will  exchauge  Mr.  H. 
Cowilry,  a  citizen  prisoner  at  Castle  Thuuder,  for  one  of  the  four  citizen 
prisoners  which  1  send  by  tia^'  of  truce. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  res[iectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-(ji:neral   V<iin\nandin<i  mid   Coinini.siiioner  for  Exduimje. 


Office  Com^iissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Februanj  -i,  l^iil. 
fliin.   RouERT  OvLD.  Aijent  for  E.ickanije,  liiclnnimd.   Vti.: 

SrR:  Charles  Kirk  is  held  as  a  prisoner  at  McLean  Larracks,  Cincin- 
nati, and  may  be  offered  iu  exchange  for  any  newspaper  reporter  held 
as  a  prisoner  by  your  authorities.  It  has  been  intimated  that  he  may 
be  received  for  Solomon  Buclilev,  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Herald. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  \erv  respccttullv.  \'c.. 

BE'N.I.  V.  BCTLER. 
Mnjor-tieiwral  ami   ('onimissidinr  for  E.rchduije. 


Office  Ci):,[.missioner  for   Exchange, 

Fort  Mmiroe,    \'o..  Ffhnmrii   i,  1S04. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould.  Aijent  for  ExclKimje,  Riclimoiul,   \'ii.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  give  me  what  information  you  can  concenung 
the  whereabouts  and  present  condition  of  Private  I'cter  Cnnway,  First 
N'irgiuia  iJcuiinent,  caiitnred  September  11,  lsO.'3. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv.  vnnr  obedient  seivant, 

BKX.J.   F.  BlTLER. 
Mnjiir-dtniriil  mi, I   Cuiiniiissioiier  for  Exclimii/r. 


Ol'KK   K    (NiMMlSSKiNER    FijR    EXCUANGK, 

Fort   M"iin,r.    U,;.,  Frljrnmif    i,  l^':4. 
lion.  RnnERT   ()VL]\  A,/'  iif  fir    E.irlimmf.  l:ii  h.iiiiinl.    V,i.: 

S[R:  Will  Villi  [ilcasc  inform  me  if  the  IhmIv  iiT  ("harh^^  Sanders, 
Company  1.  Niiitli  Indi.ina  Regiincut,  wlm  diud  at  Belle  Isle,  can  be 
recovered. 

I  ha\e  the  homu-  to  be,  \er\'  respcctlullv,  \'our  obedioTit  servant, 

i;i:n.'!.  r.  lU'TLKi;. 

M.i/iir-dtiiiri'i   r.ii'l    ('■fin.ni^sioiu  r   I'-.jr   E'ciimui'', 


Ofi  i.'E  (;(>:>ofi~^- 1' 'Nr,!:   fi>i;    i'lxruANcE. 

/•■-■/    Mn:nn.:    {-.,..   F;,n'-ni,    /,   />'  /. 

Hon.  Robert  Oulu,  Ai/'I'*  fn-  i:..r]imuu .  Uitlnuoml,  Va.: 

Sir:   Will   you   p]e:isc  iM;.a-;!i   me  as  tn   the  ■.vhcrcabonts  iijid   condi- 
tion of  i--dwai(l   11.  Kitel.  lompan)  C.  Fiffii  New  Vnii<  Ca\,iliy, 

I  ]i:i\-e  tlie  hoo'ir  ['■  ire,  \-ci-\-  lespcctbili'. ,  \  o-ii  obedient  xT'.aiit. 

F.LNJ.  F.  i;rTi.i;R, 

M,ri,u.r,rin,.il  an,!    r„,,^.,:,,u,,i,r    ••■r    t:.n-ii,nia,-. 
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HDQRS.  DePT.  of   VlEGrNIA   AST)   NORTH   CAROLINA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  4,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Conferierate  Commissioner  for  Exchanpe: 
Sir:  David  Wood,  esq.,  comes  to  me  with  aa  open  letter  to  General 
T,ee.  and  claims  tliat  lie  has  some  private  and  personal  business  with 
the  general. 

I  have  taken  his  parole  not  to  make  any  dis(>losure  that  will  be  injn- 

rious  to  the  L'nited  States,  and  have  permitted  Ijim  to  go  to  City  Point. 

I  believe  Mr.  Wood  to  be  loyal  to  the  United  States,  but  I  have  no 

acquaintance  with  liiiu;  you  ran  let  him  go  forward  or  not.     I  have  no 

interest  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vcrv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

bi:n.j.  f.  eutler, 

Major-(ri_'iiry/il  and  Commissioner  for  Exchamje. 


Office  ('oMMi:=:sinyER  for  ExctiANGE. 

Fart   Monroe,  Va.,  February  4.  I'^iSi. 
Hon.  R(^bert  OT"r,D,  Ai/cnt  for   H.(ihitii;ie,  Richmond.  Va. : 

Sir:  I  havr  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Thomas 
Hill,  a  citi/en  of  the  United  States.  He  was  living  in  West  Union, 
Doddridge  ('Munty.  W.  Va..  and  was  captured  Aiiril  30.  l.Sd.'.?,  wiiile 
building  brid;zes  for  (Tovernment  use  by  order  of  (reiieral  Roberts. 
He  has  been  offered  frecpient  paroles  of  Richmond  by  the  Confederate 
authorities,  but  has  refused  them.  He  will  accept  no  protection  but 
that  of  the  United  States  (iovernment.  He  is  now  liable  to  con- 
scription by  the  Confederate  (Toveruinent,  and  is  not  a  subject  for 
ex'ciiange. 

This  Covernment  is  willing  to  exchange  a  Confederate  citi/en  for 
liim.  If  you  should  not  accede  to  these  terms,  wliy  should  we  not 
imprison  a  Confederate  citizen  as  hostage  for  him? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  resi)ectfallv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BKXJ.   F.   BI'TLER, 
Major-General  and   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  A  irginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  4.  1904. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould. 

Coii/edrnttr  Coinmixsioney  for  Exchange : 
Sir:  I  send  Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie,  a  surgeon,  captured  at  Brandon, 
and  liis  two  o\-erscers. 

1  ilo  !ior  ask  any  exchange  for  Mr.  Ritchie,  because  1  think  he  comes 
■airly  within  th'-  spirit  that  surgeons  shall  be  exchanged. 

For  The  two  ciii:'cns  foverseia-s)  who  go  with  him   1  desire  that  you 
would  send  me  some  citizens  whom  you  hold  of  ours. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfully,  &c., 

BEN.T.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  Ccnrrnl  anii  Commissioner  for  Excltange. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.    919 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  4   1864.    ' 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  E.rchan/je,  Rirhmond,  Ya.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  give  permission  to 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Latham,  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  to  come  Xorth  by  Hag  of  truce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

BKNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchanqe. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe.  Va.,  Fehrvary  4,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchanf/e,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  consent  to  the  exchange  of  Lieut.  J.  G. 
Doughty,  of  the  Federal  Army? 

This  Government  is  willing  to  give  any  Confederate  officer  of  equal 
rank  m  excliange  for  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN.I.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exeliange. 


Hdqrs.  Middle  Department,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore.  February   i,  1864. 
The  President  of  the  United  States, 

Wnshi7ujton.  D.  C: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant  I  have  the 
honor  to  Tnake  the  lollowing  report  in  the  case  of  Beal  H.  Richardson, 
Francis  A.  Richardson,  and  Stephen  J.  Joyce: 

During  the  administratiou  of  Major-Geueral  Scheiick  these  gentle- 
man were  sent  South  for  ]niblishing  a  disloyal  sheet  known  as  the  Bal- 
timore Republican.  For  some  time  previous  to  the  publication  of  the 
article  which  caused  the  suppression  of  the  paper  its  course  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  General  Schenckand  every  number  breathed 
disloyalty  to  the  (xovernment  and  encouragement  for  the  rebels.  After 
due  and  thorough  investigation  these  parties  were  sent  South  with 
strict  orders  not  to  return  during  the  continuance  of  the  j)resent  rebel- 
lion or  to  be  considered  as  spies.  In  dertance  of  this  order  Francis  A. 
Richardson  and  Stephen  .J.  Joyce  returned  to  the  North  by  way  c)f 
Nassau,  running  the  blockade  at  Wilmington.  N.  C.  They  say  that 
n|)on  arriving  in  the  rebel  States  they  were  waited  upon  by  the  enroll- 
ing officer  and  intbrmeil  that  unless  they  were  exempted  by  age  they 
would  have  to  serve  in  the  rebel  army.  The  elder  Richardson  being 
so  exempted  remained  in  the  South,  while  the  other  two,  as  shown 
above,  ran  the  blockade,  returning  to  >iew  York,  not  changed  in  the 
least  in  sentiment,  but  as  contirmed  and  malignant  traitors  as  ever. 
fhe  good  effect  [iroduced  by  their  banishment  to  the  rebellious  States 
would  have  been  entireiy  done  away  with  if  Hichavclson  and  .foyee  had 
been  permitted  to  remain  in  New  York.  General  Schenck  communi- 
cated with  General  Dix  upon  the  siibject,  requesting  their  arrest  and 
transfer  to  this  department  for  jiunishment  as  they  deserve.  Owing 
to  some  mistake  this  correspondence  amounted  to  nothing,  and  I  for- 
warded a  report  of  the  provostmarshaf  of  tliis  army  corps.  Colonel 
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Fish,  giving  me  the  information  that  these  men  were  still  in  New  York 
talking  treason  boldly  aud  openly,  to  th**  Adjutant-General,  with  the 
re(iui^st  that  General  Dix's  attention  should  be  called  to  the  necessity 
of  arresting  Eichardson  and  Joyce.  Under  instructions  from  the  War 
Department  they  were  arrested  and  forwarded  to  these  headquarters, 
and  in  compliance  with  verbal  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  I  bad 
directed  that  they  should  be  confined  in  Fort  Delaware  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HEXRY   H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Offipe  Cohmissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  C,  February  4,  1864. 
Col.  William  Wallace, 

Commanding  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  i'9th  instant,  in  relation  to  rations 
issued  to  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  is  received.  Please 
inform  me  of  the  conditions  on  which  they  are  held  in  the  penitentiary, 
at  what  rates  per  day  per  man,  aud  what  other  charges.  1  have  for- 
gotten how  these  items  were  stated  on  the  bills  presented  some  time 
since,  but  I  remember  that  thei-e  were  charges  for  personal  attendance 
on  prisoners,  in  making  purchases  for  them,  in  carrying  messages,  &c., 
which,  if  they  are  rendered,  must  be  paid  for  by  the  prisoners  them- 
selves. There  was  a  charge  also  for  taking  care  of  property,  which 
should  be  stored  with  the  quartermaster.  Allow  no  expenses  to  be 
incurred  except  when  it  is  unavoidable.  Issues  to  the  prisoners  in  the 
penitentiary  will  be  governed  by  the  same  scale  as  for  other  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


General  Orders,  )       Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  14.  )  Richmond,  February  4,  1S64. 

The  following  order  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

CllNrEDERATE    STATES   OF    A:ME1UCA,  WaR    DEPARTMENT, 

Eichmond,  Februari/  1,  ISGi. 

Excliaiige  Xolice  yo.  8. 

1.  All  prisoners  heretofore  lielcl  by  the  U.  S.  autuorities,  whether  officers,  soldiers, 
or  civilians,  received  at  City  I'oiut  before  the  1st  of  January,  lSti4,  are  hereby 
declared  exchanged. 

2.  All  officers  and  men  of  the  Vicksburg  capture,  Tvho  reported  for  duty  at  Enter- 
prise, .Mi.--s.,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  14th"of  November,  1863,  and  whose  names  were 
forwarded  to  me  by  Maj.  (Jen.  John  H.  Forney,  are  declared  excbauged. 

3.  All  officers  and  uiun  of  the  N'icksluirg  capture  belonging  to  the  First  Tennessee 
Heavy  Artillery,  who  reported  for  duty  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  aud  whose  names  were 
forwarded  to  me  bv  Col.  A.  Jackson,  are  declared  exchanged. 

RO.  OULD, 
dgent  of  Exchange. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


By  order: 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1).  V..  February  .;,  1S64. 
.MaJ.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler: 

GENEEAi:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei|)t  of  your 
letter  of  the  1st  instaut.  iuclosiiig  a  letter  addres.sed  to  a  rebel  prisoner 
and  inquiring  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Private  Anderson. 

The  letter  will  be  forwarded  to  its  address,  as  required :  but  I  will  not 
be  able  to  answer  the  inquiry  in  relation  to  Private  Patterson  unless  I  am 
informed  whether  he  is  a  Fetieral  or  rebel  soldier,  and  his  company  and 
regiment  be  given,  with  time  and  jjlace  of  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  (jbedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Comini.ssitry-(Ttneral  of  Frisoners, 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

Fort  Monroe,  Vn.,  February  5,  lS6-i. 
EToii.  Robert  Ovld,  Aymt  f<ir  E.ichiMuje,  Fichmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  You  will  please  inforui  me  whether  Lieut.  P.  W.  Neff.  I'ourth 
Ohio  \'oluiiteers.  who  was  wounded  iii  the  head  on  the  I'Oth  September. 
l>0.j.  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  is  still  living  and  a  jpiisoner.  If 
he  died,  what  disposition  was  made  of  his  body  .' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  res[iectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BKX.i.  F.  BL'TLEK, 
Miijor-deneral  and   Co)nini!inioner  for  Edchanyt. 


[Unofficial.]      Confed.  States  of  America.  Wvr  Dept., 

Richmond,  Fubrunry  5.  l^Hl. 
Maj.  John  E.  MuLFORD: 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  in  reply  to  the  information  conveyed  by  the 
letter*  of  MajorCieneral  Butler  to  yourself,  submitted  to  my  [lerusal.  to 
say  to  him  that  the  Confederate  Government  has  always  admitted  and 
insisted  on  the  obligation  of  the  cartel  according  to  its  just  and  true 
construction,  especially  in  reference  to  its  cardinal  principle,  wliich 
requires  the  prompt  return  of  all  [jrisoiiers  within  ten  days  alter  their 
capture,  and  the  settlement  of  i)rescribed  e(iui\aleuts.  as  the  number 
resi)ecti\  ely  held,  or  subsequently'  ca[itured.  will  allow.  The  interrup- 
tion in  the  ie;;nlar  execution  of  the  cartel  has,  as  my  (Soverumeut  has 
throughout  maiDtained.  been  due  t<>  no  failure  dv  disinclination  on  its 
part  to  comply  with  it,  and  we  are  laeiiarcd  and  will  l)e  pleased  to 
resume  its  execution. 

The  anthoritii-s  ot  rlie  i'nited  States  have  only  in  piir>nance  of  this 
cardiiiiil  pio',  isioii  ot'  the  c:'r;el  to  -ruil  Idiw.ad  tlie  [irisoners  held  liy 
tlieni.  and  tlu-y  v.  ill  iic  [iroin[itly  met  !iv  roi  : cspoiiding  action  oii  the 
pair  of  my  Gosci  iiinent.  .^iitl-iaiiorii  \  a>^nied  of  the  jmi-pnse  of  the 
federal  (iovern  incut  to  o'ii>ei\  i-  and  evccuti'  t  he  cartfl.  my  Government 
\\  ill  proceeil.  as  pii)i:iptl\  as  I  he  lorarina  ami  coaditioii  ot  the  prisoners 
held  by  it  will  aHoi\ .  to  torwartl  tiiem  on  [larole  in  pursuance  of  the 
cartel.  Some  delay  may  be  inevitable,  as  portious  of  the  jirisoners 
ha\e  lieen  removed  to  di.-^raiit  parts  of  the  Confetlerac\-  vvlieie  sup]ilies 
could  be  more  readilv   furnished    them,     ^^■hcll  deiixeiies  have  been 
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thus  mutually  resumed  I  shall  expect  to  meet  MajorGeneral  Bntler 
within  the  limits  of  his  department  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  such 
details  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  RO.  OULD, 

Agent  of  Exchayige. 


WASHrNGTON,  February  6,  1864. 
^ilajor-General  Butler,  Commandimj : 

Sir:  It  is  understood  that  the  exchanges  proposed  through  the  citi- 
zen prisoners  Shaclileford  and  others  may  be  effected,  provided  we  on 
onr  side  disclaim  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  right  to  select  both  par- 
ties for  exchange.  I  will  thank  you  to  instruct  Major  Mulford  to 
inform  Mr.  Quid  distinctly  that  wr'do  not  claim  such  a  right  in  any 
manner. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War: 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 

Mnjor-General. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Northeast  Arkansas, 

BiitfsriUe.  Ark.,  February  H,  1S6L 
Col.  T.  R.  Freeman,  C.  S.  Army: 

i  am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  aclcnowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  under  date  od  instant,  conveyed  under  flag  of 
truce  by  Captain  Wolf,  and  rendering  up  four  Federal  soldiers,  prison- 
of  war.  to  be  exchanged  for  four  others,  to  wit,  -Jesse  Ritchie,  of  (.'om- 
\y.my  K  (Captain  Wolf),  Fry  of  Comjiany  C,  Peter  Voung  of  Company 
I.  and  Washington  Mitchell,  a  detailed  teamster,  who  are  herewith 
returned  to  you  tlirongh  Captain  Wolf.  The  colonel  commanding  wishes 
me  to  state  tliat  be  has  no  alternative  in  regard  to  the  wearing  of  Fed- 
eral uniforms  by  the  enemies  of  tlie  United  States.  When  his  men  are 
caught  wearing  your  uniforms  they  must  stand  the  consequences,  but 
wliere  they  are  in  their  own  regular  uniform  of  the  arm  of  service  to 
wiiich  they  properly  belong,  lie  expects  you  will  treat  them  kindly  and 
as  your  own  men  are  treated  by  liim.  Should  your  soldiers  retaliate 
unjiistitialily  upon  his  men,  he  desires  me  to  state  that  he  will  treat  them 
as  murderers.  He  does  not  object  to  your  killing  his  men  if  you  catch 
them  in  Confederate  uniform,  and  will  carry  out  his  orders  with  regard 
to  all  Confederates  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  Fnited  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  C.   FILLE BROWN, 

As'<i'<tant  Adjutant- Genernl. 


OfFTTE    COM^tISSARY-(;ENEKAL    OF    PRISONERS, 

]\'iisin)ii/tiin.  I>.  6'.,  February  H,  ISH-i. 
Brig.  Cen.  IT.  D.  Terry, 

('nmminiiliiKj  U.  S.  Forrrs.  .sVn(r/».s7,')/,  Ohio: 
( rENERAL :  I  have  the  lionof  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  1st  instant,  inclosing  report  of  inspection  of  the  depot  and  other 
papers.  The  immediate  removal  of  the  rebel  oflicers  from  the  depot 
will  give  an  opjirirtunity  to  jnit  tlie  barracks  and  police  of  the  prisoners 
in  a  projier  condition.  Sucli  iin|iro\-cniciits  in  the  liarracl;s  for  ventila- 
tion and  other  iicccssar\"  purposes  -liouM   be   made  as   soon  as  practi- 
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cable,  as  there  will  be  prisoners  enough  to  till  them  up  very  soon. 
Colonel  Hill  suggested  to  me  some  time  since  the  propriety  of  moving  the 
rear  fence  back  some  sixty  feet,  which  I  approved,  and  I  recommend  that 
it  be  done  at  once.  The  sinks  heretofore  prepared  have  been  of  too  tem- 
porary a  character,  being  altogether  too  shallow,  and  if  possible  they 
should  be  sunk  tifteen  to  twenty  feet.  The  rock  is  of  a  peculiar  char- 
acter and  difScult  to  blast,  but  I  presume  it  can  be  done.  The  original 
plan  of  the  depot  contemplated  that  wells  should  be  dug  at  various 
places  within  the  inclosure,  but  it  was  abandoned  in  conserpience  of  the 
want  of  intelligent  laborers  to  do  the  bhistmg  and  an  arrangement  for 
obtaining  the  water  from  the  bay  adopted  in  its  place.  This  answers 
very  well  for  summer,  but  not  for  winter.  1  presume  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  remedy  this  defect  wliile  the  ground  is  full  of  water. 

On  the  removal  of  the  otScers  I  presume  your  brigade  will  be  relieved 
from  duty  at  the  depot,  as  the  Ohio  regiment  under  < -olonel  Hill  will 
be  ample  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  all  the  i)ris(iners  that  can  be 
accomnmdated  there. 

Verv  respectfullv.  your  oliedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantni  and   Comm)s:siiri/-<h  nfoul  of  Prisoners. 


IIeaixiuar  t'EKs  Saint  Lofis  DrsTRirT, 

Saint  Lonis.  t'liirunnj  '/.  isiii. 
Col.  .r.  P..  RooERS,  Cape  Girardenn  : 

I  much  regret  you  failed  to  restrain  your  men  from  the  unlawful  pro- 
ceedings resulting  in  the  hanging  of  Bolin.  Such  acts  of  violeiice 
demoralize  both  soldiers  and  citizens.  Take  prompt  and  decisive  steps 
to  restrain  further  violence  toward  the  prisoners  yet  in  custody.  I 
would  prefer  that  no  such  villains  be  taken  prisoners,  but  after  they 
have  been  captured  and  imprisoned  within  our  lines,  law  and  order  and 
the  well-being  of  the  comnuinity  iiii[)ciai;i\'ely  di-mand  that  they  receive 
a  proper  trial,  and  be  punished  for  their  crimes  in  the  niauni'r  prescribed 
by  law. 

CLINTON   r..   FISK, 

l!ri(/(idier-General. 


Office  Co:\nu.ssiONER  for  Exchange, 

Fort   Monroe,  Vo.,  Fi-brnarii  7,  lSii4. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Aijent  for  E.rcluun/e.  Richmond.  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  inform  me  if  the  I'emains  of  Mnj.  Oeorge  W. 
Stough  can  be  recovered.  ITe  was  wounded  ;ind  taken  (irisoner  at  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.  and  died  in  Libby  L'rison. 

I  have  the  honoi-  to  be.  verv  respectfullv.  3"our  obedient  servant, 

BKN.I.   !■■.   BI'TLKi;. 
Mojor-drnrrfil  and   <  'oinnii<>^loii(  <■  for   Errhitnije. 


Office  (^'o^r^nssioxER  for  Fxttianoe, 

Fort    Monri>r.   \'n..  F'io-Kori/  7.  /s///. 
Hon.  RnBERT   Ovi.V.  A;je, it  J'^r    F.rrh<niiir.   h'icliinniid.    Vo.: 

Sir:   1  ha\'e  the  hon(n' to  call  your  nrrention   to  rlie  fart  thar  Snrg. 
I.  F.  (ralloiipe.  Seventeenth  -Ma>sacliu~etts  \'olunteers.  and  Asst.  -Surg. 
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R.  T.  Baker.  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry,  were  captured  at  New  Berne, 
N.  C,  on  the  1st  instaut,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  your  authorities. 
I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  cause  these  officers  to  be 
sent  here  by  the  next  tiag  of  truce. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  7,  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould.  Aijent  for  Exchanye,  Richmond^  Va. : 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  exchange  of  Lieut.  Green- 
leaf  (,Mlley,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Libby  Prison? 
This  Government  is  willing  to  give  any  officer  of  equal  rank  in  the 
Confederate  seivice  fur  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Geueral  and  Commissioner  for  Exchawje. 


Headquarters  Corps  d'Afrique, 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  February  7,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock. 

Coiinnin.siuiier  for  Exchanf/e  of  Prisoners  : 

(tENERal:  a  long  and  serious  illness  has  prevented  my  answering 
your  communication  of  December  2,  LSG3,  which  reached  me  after  much 
delay,  until  now. 

The  letter  from  an  otBcer  at  this  post  to  which  you  refer  was  unau- 
thorized and  the  statements  therein  made  were  unsupported  by  any 
e\idence.  There  iiave  been  many  niiiiors  and  many  statements  based 
iil)on  hearsay  evidence,  to  the  etfect  that  our  colored  soldiers  have  been 
Imng  or  shot  by  the  rebels;  but  until  very  recently  I  have  had  no  posi- 
tive evidence  of  the  facts.  A  man  from  .Jackson,  La.,  has  recently 
!iiade  a  statement  at  Baton  Rouge,  under  oath,  that  Just  after  the  aflaiE 
at  Jackson,  La.,  last  August  between  a  detachment  of  colored  troops 
from  this  place  and  a  large  force  of  rebels  under  General  Logan,  he 
saw  a  rebel  Lieutenant  Shattuck  shoot  some  wounded  colored  soldiers 
then  lying  on  the  ground.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  statements,  under 
oath,  of  two  colored  men  who  came  from  Jackson  last  week.  They 
also  state  that  cajitured  colored  soldiers  were  at  that  time  taken  into 
tile  wocid  by  rebel  soldiers,  who  afterward  stated  that  they  had  shot 
t'.iem.  And  these  lolorcil  men  say  that  they  afterward  found  in  that 
dill  rtiou  the  bodies  of  several  ci 'lured  suldiers. 

*Vt  the  rime  of  the  ailair  abnve  mentioned  1  sent  a  communication 
to  the  reiiel  iienerai  Lou;ui.  intorming  him  of  rumors  and  re[)oits  con- 
cerning t!ie  shootiiig.  hanging,  anil  ill  treatment  of  colored  soldiers,  and 
(■ailing  upon  liiiii  t.)  disavow  sneh  arts  and  punish  the  [)er|ietrators. 
lie  replied,  denying  that  sni'h  acts  liad  been  committed.  This  matter 
ha.-- been  rei>orred  to  i\Liior-<  General  I'anks  and  the  papers  recently 
o'otained  have  been  sent  to  him.  ainl  1  am  informed  that  a  communica- 
ti(3ii  on  the  sidMeet  is  to  !)e  sent  immediately  to  the  rebel  commander 
in  this  deiiartuiciit. 
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I  am  satisfied  that  rebel  soldiers,  with  the  connivance  and  assistance 
of  their  otticers,  have  abused  and  shot  some  of  our  captured  colored 
soldiers.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  no  captured  officers  of  colored  troops 
have  been  shot,  but  that  they  have  been  abused  more  or  less.  As 
already  observed,  it  is  only  within  a  few  days  that  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  any  positive,  reliable  evidence  of  the  perpetration  of  these  out- 
rages, although  I  have  made  every  effort  fo  obtain  such  evidence.  All 
the  rebel  prisoners  claim  to  know  nothing  of  the  matter.  I  learn  that 
the  Texan  troops  in  Western  Louisiana  openly  state  that  they  will  take 
no  colored  soldiers  iirisoners.  This  statement  is  made  by  Texan 
refugees. 

I  believe  T  have  now  given  you  the  substance  of  the  information  in 
my  possession  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 

Brifj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Comdg.  Corps  (VAfrique  and  Pout  of  Port  Hudson. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  7.  l.'^tlL 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  Cobb.  Atlanta,  Ga..- 

General:  I  am  about  to  establish  a  cantonment  at  Andersonville, 
in  your  State,  for  the  safekeeping  of  the  Federal  prisoners  now  in  this 
city,  numbering  from  10,0(10  to  li'.OOO,  and  1  am  greatly  in  want  of  an 
efticient  commander  for  so  imi)ortant  and  responsible  a  command. 

It  is  due  to  (leorgia  that  this  commander  should  be  a  citizen  of  the 
State  in  which  tiie  cantonment  is  situated,  in  order,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  allay  any  sectional  prejudices  which  might  be  anticipated. 

The  officer  for  the  command  should  be  one  holding  the  rank  of  either 
brigadier  general  or  colonel,  uiiassigned  by  reason  of  wounds  or  other 
disability.  Can  you  recommend  such  a  one?  I  ask  this  of  you  from  your 
known  acquaintance  with  the  citizens  of  your  State.  Colonel  Magill, 
of  First  Georgia  Regulars,  has  applied  to  me  for  the  situation,  but  1  fear 
he  will  not  answer,  and  I  understand  further  that  his  record  is  not 
altogether  such  as  would  entitle  him  to  so  responsible  a  command. 

I  would  have  desired  that  the  entire  guard  for  that  cantonment  should 
be  composed  of  Georgia  troops,  but  this  appears  to  be  impossible  on 
account  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  Georgia  in  the  ap[)roach- 
ing  campaign,  which  will  recjuire  every  able-bodied  man  from  the  State 
for  the  field. 

I  propose,  therefore,  making  arrangements  for  drawing  a  sufficient 
force  for  the  purpose  from  your  late  command  in  Florida,  believing  that 
a  large  portion  of  that  force  will  be  composed  of  former  residents  of 
Georgia,  who  have  emigrated  to  Florida. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  soon,  either  by  mail  or  telegraph,  the 
latter  preferable  if  you  can  in  that  way  answer  my  question  definitely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obediant  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  February  7,  1864. 
General  S.  QooVEU,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  I  propose  to  send  the  prisoners  to  Andersonville,  Ga.,  by  the 
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way  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  and  Columbia,  that  route  being  preferred  by  the 
officer  in  charge  of  transportation.  They  will  be  sent  in  detachments 
of  400,  daily,  which  will  require  a  guard  of  fifty  privates,  three  officers, 
and  four  sergeants  and  four  corporals. 

1  propose  that  the  guard  from  here  shall  be  relieved  at  Weldon,  and 
returu  immediately;  that  guard  from  Weldon  be  relieved  at  Augusta, 
return  immediately  to  Weldon;  the  guard  from  Augusta  to  go  to  Ander- 
souville.  I  propose  to  place  an  officer  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  and  one  at 
Augusta,  to  procure,  cook,  and  distribute  the  rations  to  the  prisoners. 

I  have  iust  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Sims,  superintendent  of 
transportation,  that  the  prisoners  will  be  sent  by  Gaston,  instead  of 
Weldon.  I  request  that  the  troops  intended  to  relieve  the  guard  from 
here  be  ordered  to  repair  to  Gaston,  twelve  miles  from  Weldon,  and 
there  relieve  the  guard. 
Eespectfully, 

JOHX  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Connnanding,  ti;c.,  Fort  Monroe: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  yours  of  the  4th  instant, 
in  reference  to  the  -'objections"  to  your  declaration  of  exchange,  I  wiU 
brietly  say  that  it  is  more  comprehensive  than  any  we  have  a  right  to 
issue,  under  existing  circumstances.  You  are  in  error  in  supposing 
that  only  750  men  are  affected  by  it.  The  nun^ber  on  parole  declared 
to  be  exchanged  by  your  order,  reduced  to  privates,  is  ^,921,  exclusive 
of  87  civilians,  according  to  an  official  statement  before  me  from  the 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

You  were  permitted  (by  the  instructions  authorized  by  the  Secretary 
of  War)  to  hold  in  abeyance  (|uestions  of  difficulty  between  the  bellig- 
erent parties  pending  at  the  time  you  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
exchange,  but  you  were  not  authorized  to  ignore  those  questions. 

Your  declaration  would  have  admitted  defense  if  you  had  extended 
it  to  a  number  precisely  corresponding  to  the  number  delivered  by 
yourself  according  to  the  tifth  article  of  the  cartel,  supposing  that 
instrument  operative.  In  that  case,  however,  the  declaration  should 
have  set  out  the  grouiids  of  it,  and  a  proper  list  of  those  declared  to 
be  exchanged  should  have  been  furnished  for  announcement  from  the 
Adjutant-General's  Office  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  Mr. 
Ould  should  have  been  furnished  a  list  of  those  delivered  to  him. 

If  the  cartel  was  not  the  basis  of  your  action,  then  you  could  only 
make  a  declaration  after  conference  with  the  enemy  and  in  conformity 
with  a  special  agreement,  botli  parties  assenting.  The  cartel  is  not 
held  to  be  binding  by  either  party,  but  inasmuch  as  it  has  not  been 
formally  annulled,  both  parties  may  continue  to  use  its  provisions  by 
a  sort  of  ini|ilied  assent,  but  neither  ])arty  can  assume  to  act  inde- 
pendently and  make  c.c  parte  declarations  founded  neither  ui)OU  the 
cartel  nor  the  laws  of  war. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 

l[itj.  Gen.  of  VoiiULtcera  and  Coiiiissioner  Jor  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 
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Washington  Oitv,  D.  C,  February  8,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butlek, 

Commandiw/,  d-c.  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.: 
Sir:  It  has  beeu  intimated  from  Richmond  that  if  we  will  consent  to 
exchange  General  Lee  and  two  officers  of  the  grade  of  captain  the 
rebel  authorities  will  give  us  General  Dow  and  Captains  Sawyer  and 
Flinn.  If  you  can  obtain  the  assent  of  the  rebel  authorities  to  this 
exchange,  making  sure  that  we  shall  receive  Captains  Sawyer  and 
Flinn,  the  exchange  can  be  made,  and  General  Lee  will  be  sent  to  you 
for  the  i)uriiose. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.   FilTCnCOCK, 
Maj.  Geii.  of  Vols,  (iml  Comminaioner  fur   E.vchdiuje  of  I'risoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wa.'ihiniitoii.  1>.  C.  February  8,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Stannard, 

Coinmandini/  U.  S.  Forces,  City  atid  Harbor,  X.  Y.: 
GeneR-VE:  In  consequence  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  prisoners 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  by  authority  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  I  have  respect- 
fully to  reijuest  you  will  order  the  otticers  of  the  rebel  army  held  at  that 
fort  as  prisoners  of  war  to  Fort  JIcHenry,  ISaltimore,  with  the  follow- 
ing exceptions:  .Maj.  Iren.  Fraukliu  Gardner,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  U.  F.  Lee, 
and  < 'apt.  K.  H.  Tyler.  I  have  also  to  request  you  will  order  thirr,\-tive 
of  the  citizen  prisoners  from  Fort  Lafayette  to  Fort  Wari>»u,  Boston 
Harbor.  Please  order  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  old  army  at 
Fort  Columbus  to  be  transferred  to  Fort  ^McHenry.  and  officers  or  sea- 
men of  the  rebel  navy  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Should  any  of  the  prisoners 
ortlered  to  Fort  McHeiiry,  being  invalids,  require  to  be  plucetl  in  hos- 
pital, please  order  them  to  the  West's  Buildings  Hospital,  at  lialtimore. 
This  transfer  is  not  made  with  a  view  sjiecially  to  exchange,  and  it 
embraces  all,  whether  desiring  exchange  or  not.  Have  notice  given  to 
the  commanders  of  Forts  .Afclleiiry  ;uid  Warren. 
\'erv  respe('tfall3-,  \o\xv  obedient  ser\  ant, 

W.   IIOFF.MAX, 
Colonel   Third   [nfintry  and   (_'(iiiunisxai;i-(}vneral  of  Frisuners. 


llEAlxjUAlMERS    I'osT    ol'    ClIirA(;i), 

lliirmin,  J II..  l-'iliniiiyy  .?',  18ii4. 
Col.  William  Hoffmax. 

t'liminiii.sary-Gencriil  <f  I'l-isoii,  ,\.  WiisliiiKjtini,  I>.  ('.: 
*'n[,uNEL:  In  reply  to  ynur  letter  i>f  .lainiaiy  i.  requesting  tlie  whole 
niatter  of  rations  to  be  tliorouglil\-  iii\-estigated.  to  aseert.iiii  how  lar 
and  in  what  articles  the  provisions  tiiriuslieil  lia\e  been  iiilerinr  in 
qualify  to  what  is  required  b\  the  i-oiitiaet;  to  wliat  extent  and  in 
what  articles  the  issues  liax'e  l.)een  short  in  the  nuiuber  of  ratnms  and 
the  weight  of  the  articles,  and  to  whose  gain  these  deliciencies  in 
quality  and  quantity  inured,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have 
had  the  whole  matter  of  rations  thoroughly  investigated  and  have 
gathered  all  the  evidence  and  information  1  couhl  hud,  and  have  arri\ed 
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at  the  following  conclusions :  That  all  serious  complaints  concerning  the 
rations  reter  to  a  period  of  time  prior  to  the  first  week  or  ten  clays  in 
December.  The  rations  for  the  garrison  and  prisoners  of  war  have 
been  furnished  at  Camp  Douglas  by  the  contractors  direct  and  not 
through  a  regular  commissary.  Prior  to  the  10th  day  of  November, 
1863,  the  contractors  were  E.  S.  Fowler,  R.E.  Goodell,  E.  L.  Baker,  and 
John  McGinnis.  jr.,  coinposiug  a  firm  called  E.  S.  Fowler  &  Co.,  under 
a  contract  dated  April  11,  1363.  Since  November  10,  1863,  and  by 
contract  of  that  date,  the  contractors  were  the  same  individuals,  but 
passing  under  the  firm  name  of  .John  McGinnis,  jr.  &  Co.  All  parts 
of  the  ration  except  fresh  beef  have  been  issued  by  the  contractors 
or  their  clerks  direct  to  the  troops  and  prisoners  of  war.  Fresh  beef 
has  been  issued  by  sub-contractor  named  Curtis  direct  to  troops  and 
prisoners  of  war.  Bread  has  been  delivered  by  subcon  tractors,  Ken- 
dall &  Sons,  at  the  camp  and  issued  by  the  contractors.  In  the  con- 
tract of  April  11,  1863,  tlie  article  of  pepper  is  omitted  from  the  ration 
named  in  said  contract.  As  to  the  different  parts  of  the  ration,  the 
evidence,  in  my  opinion,  establishes:  First,  that  the  pork  and  bacon  has 
not  been  inferior  in  quality  or  quantity  to  what  is  required  by  the  con- 
tract. Second,  the  salt  beef  used  has  been  a  good  article.  Third,  that 
the  fresh  beef  has  been  deficient  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  only  the  poorer  parts  of  the  beef  being  issued  and  in  quantities 
below  the  proper  weight;  that  this  deficiency  has  been  in  quality  and 
quantity  to  an  extent  of  from  20  to  40  per  cent,  and  has  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  sub-contractors  furnishing  and  issuing  it  at  the  camp  (the 
deficiency  in  quantity,  however,  only  extends  to  the  beef  furnished  to 
prisoners  of  war).  Fourth,  the  flour  has  been  a  fair  merchantable  article 
and  not  deficient  in  weight.  The  bread  has  been  of  good  quality,  but 
there  have  been  complaints  as  to  deficiency  in  quantity  or  weight  of 
fresh  bread.  I  am  inclined  to  the  conclusion,  however,  that  it  has  been 
generally  correct  in  cinantity  and  that  confusion  has  arisen  from  the 
use  of  three  different  sizes  of  loaves — one  a  proper  ration  loaf  of  twenty- 
two  ounces;  one  a  loaf  of  twenty  ounces  called  the  cottage  loaf,  and 
the  third  a  loaf  of  forty  ounces  called  the  home-made  loaf,  the  two  last 
described  loaves  being  made  for  city  use.  The  ration  loaf  was  usually 
counted  when  issued  and  the  others  weighed,  and  although  complaint 
has  been  made  of  the  shortness  of  weight  of  bread,  I  cannot  conclude, 
from  all  the  evidence  before  me,  that  it  has  been  so,  nor  that  any  bene- 
fit has  inured  to  any  party  from  such  deficit,  if  it  exist.  Fifth,  the  beans 
have  been  of  good  quality,  but  have  been  short  in  quantity  one-half,  the 
ration  of  beans  having  been  one  half  beans  and  one-half  peas,  the  peas 
issued  being  whole  peas  and  declared  by  some  of  those  using  them  as  too 
hard,  while  others  have  preferred  them.  As  the  peas  and  beans  are  fixed 
at  the  same  price  in  the  contract,  I  cannot  state  that  any  benefit  has 
inured  to  any  one  by  this  occurrence.  Sixth,  rice  and  hominy  have  not 
been  deficient  iu  either  quality  or  quantity.  Seventh,  ground  coffee 
w:  V  issnctl  prior  to  December  1, 1863,  and  was  everything  else  but  pure 
ground  coffee,  as  indeed  might  be  evident  from  the  contract  price — 10. 
cents  per  pound — while  green  coffee  was  contracted  for  at  30  cents  per 
pound.  The  contractors  kept  on  hand  green  coffee,  but  it  does  not 
appear  from  the  evidence  of  soldiers  and  prisoners  that  they  were 
informed  that  they  could  draw  green  coffee,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  they 
received  the  article  named  "  ground  coft'ee,"  but  it  does  not  appear  that  a 
large  number  of  the  officers  were  so  informed,  and  Colonel  De  Land,  who 
was  in  command  of  the  camp  since  August,  1863,  testifies:  "  In  regard 
to  coffee,  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  that,  for  I  instructed  all  persons 
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not  to  draw  ground  cofiPee,  but  to  call  for  the  green  coffee,  a  good  supply 
of  which  was  always  kept  on  hand."  1  am  advised  that  Colonel  Kil- 
burn,  chief  commissary  of  Department  of  the  Ohio,  procured  and  has  a 
full  statement  of  respective  amounts  of  green  and  ground  coffee  actu- 
ally issued  at  Camp  Douglas.  Eighth,  very  little  tea  has  been  drawn 
and  no  complaints  preferred  in  regard  to  it.  Ninth,  sugar  has  been  of 
a  fair  merchantable  quality  and  no  deficiency  in  (piantity.  Tenth,  vin- 
egar, caudles,  salt,  and  potatoes  have  been  of  a  fair  merchantable 
quality  and  not  deficient  in  quantity.  Eleventh,  soap,  pepper,  and 
molasses  have  not  been  deficient  in  quantity,  but  have  been  deficient  in 
(|uality  and  such  deficiency,  except  as  to  pepper  prior  to  November  10, 
18('(3,  has  inured  to  the  benefit  of  the  contractors.  Twelfth,  the  rations 
issued  to  the  hospital:  Surgeon  Whelan  testifies  that  he  has  examined 
every  issue  of  rations  to  the  hospital  since  September  1,  186.'?,  and  that 
they  have  been  of  good  quality  and  full  weight:  that  he  has  had  no 
causae  of  complaint  either  in  rations  or  purchases.  The  latter  were 
promptly  furnished  of  as  good  ([uality  as  the  market  attbrded  and  at 
lower  prices  than  he  could  purchase  himself.  Complaints  have  been 
made  and  substantiated  that  the  contractors  in  buying  back  the  rations 
saved  by  companies  would  not  pay  the  contract  price.  Discovering  no 
obligations  on  the  contractors  to  buy  back  the  rations,  1  simply  give 
the  fact  without  comment.  Regretting  the  delay  in  furnishing  this  report 
(which  has  been  unavoidable,  however),  it  is  now  respectfully  submitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  W.  ORME, 
Brigadier- Gem  ral,  CoiiimanditK/. 

[First  indorsement. 1 

Office  Comjiissary-Gbneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  I>.  C,  Febrwinj  111,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

A  statement  from  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Fowler  &  Co.,  with  other 
papers  furnished  by  them,  viz,  a  copy  of  their  contract,  a  certificate  of 
Colonel  De  Land  and  other  officers,  and  the  affidavit  of  James  M. 
Horsford.  clerk  in  the  subsistence  department,  are  also  iierewitli  sub- 
mitted. It  ap[)ears  from  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Orme  tliar  all 
the  stores  furnished  by  Fowler  &  Co.  were  of  good  quality  and  not 
deficient  in  quantity,  except  in  the  article  of  beef,  which  was  deficient 
in  iiuality  and  quantity  from  I'O  to  40  per  cent.,  and  in  the  articles  of 
soap  and  molasses,  which  were  deficient  in  ([uality.  and  I  would  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  contractors  be  required  to  make  good  in 
money  the  deficiencies  in  beef,  soap,  and  molasses,  at  such  rates  as  may 
lie  determined  by  Brigadier-General  Orme.  this  money  to  be  paid  into 
the  post  fund  or  the  prison  fund,  according  as  the  deficiency  rations 
were  due  to  the  troops  or  the  prisoners  of  war.  It  is  due  to  the  con- 
tractors to  say  that  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  tlieir  wish  or  their 
intention  that  there  should  be  any  deficiemaes  in  the  beef.  This  nuist 
be  attributed  to  their  sub-contractors.  There  has  i)een  great  neglect  in 
the  officers  at  Camp  Douglas  who  had  the  matter  in  charge,  more  i>ar- 
ticularly  Colonel  De  Land,  whose  duty  as  the  commanding  officer  and 
as  inspector  under  the  contract  rcfiuires  him  to  see  that  his  command 
received  the  rations  which  they  were  entitled  to  under  the  contract, 
and  for  his  neglect  of  this  duty  I  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be 
brought  before  a  court-martial. 

W.   HOFFMAN. 
Colonel   Third  In/aittri/  and   ('(imtnisaary-General  of  Prixnners. 

."ill    R    K — SEKIES    II,   VOL    VI 
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[Second  mdoraement.] 

War  Depaetment,  February  17, 1864. 
Approved  and  respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of 
J'risoners  for  the  action  recomnieiided  by  him. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

,  .   ,,,...  ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

..  ,  Brigadier- General. 

[IncloBure  to  first  indoraemeut.] 

Febeuaet  13,  1864, 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Comminsanj  General  of  Prisoners: 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  privilege  which  you  have  orauted  us  we 
would  state  that  upon  our  obtaining  from  the  Government  the  contract 
to  subsist  the  prisoners  and  soldiers  at  Camp  Douglas,  we  sublet  the 
furnishing  of  fresh  beef  to  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Co.,  butchers  of  Chicago, 
they  contracting  and  agreeing  to  till  all  requisitions  made  upon  us  for 
fresli  beef  and  to  furnish  a  good  article  and  of  just  weights;  that 
accordingly,  upon  issuing  days,  when  a  requisition  wasmadeupouus,  we 
gave  the  commissary-sergeants  beef  orders  upon  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Co., 
specifying  the  exact  amount  of  the  requisition;  that  the  commissary- 
sergeants  took  these  beef  orders  themselves  directly  to  Messrs.  Curtis 
&  Co.,  by  whom  the  beef  was  weighed,  issued,  and  delivered  over  to 
the  sergeants;  tlial  we  settled  with  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Co.  for  the  amounts 
called  for  in  the  reiiuisitions.  paying  them  for  as  many  pounds  of  beef 
as  these  called  for,  and  consequently  we  not  only  had  no  interest  in  or 
benedt  of  any  kind  from  the  alleged  short  weights  of  Messrs.  Curtis 
&  Co.,  but  we  were  entirely  ignorant  that  the  proper  quantity  and 
quality  of  beef  were  not  at  all  times  issued;  that  no  complaints  were 
ever  made  to  us  by  soldiers  or  officers  about  the  beef  issued  by  Messrs. 
Curtis  &  Co.,  either  as  to  quantity  or  quality.  On  the  contrary,  we 
were  given  to  understand  by  Colonel  De  Land,  commandant  of  the 
post,  and,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  inspector  of  the  subsistence 
stores,  also  by  the  line  officers  of  the  military  guard,  by  the  commissary 
of  the  regiment  on  duty,  and  by  the  overseeing  clerk  of  the  contract- 
ing commissary  of  the  Coyernment  that  they  were  satisfied  entirely, 
and  that  there  were  no  complaints  made  in  reference  to  the  beef,  as  will 
appear  from  their  certificates  made  to  General  Orme,  copies  of  which  are 
herewith  presented.  To  the  same  effect  are  the  reports  of  Captain  Bar- 
ringer,  U.  S.  ius[>ector,  sent  directly  to  Camp  Douglas  by  the  Commis- 
sary-General's Department.  His  reiiorts  are  on  tile  in  General  Taylor's 
otflce.  Under  these  circumstances  we  think  it  unjust  for  the  Govern- 
ment, after  the  contracts  have  been  completed  and  no  complaints  hav- 
ing been  made,  to  come  upon  us  for  reclamations  for  no  fault  or  derelic- 
tion of  our  own.  Had  we  at  the  time  been  advised  by  those  receiving 
the  beef  or  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  inspect  it  that  it  was  imt  of 
good  (luality  or  just  weight,  we  would  at  once  have  applied  the  proper 
remedy,  but  we  could  not  mend  a  wrong  which  we  did  not  know  to  exist 
and  from  which  no  benefit  of  any  kind  ever  accrued  to  us.  We  niaKe 
this  statement  injustice  to  ourselves  and  in  the  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  hold  us  accountable  for  wrongs  not  committed  by  us. 
Very  respectfullv, 

E.  S.  FOWLER  &  CO. 

p.  s. — We  would  fitrther  add  that  Colonel  De  Land,  commandant  of 
the  post,  Mr.  Horsford,  (iovcrnment  agent  in  supervision  of  the  camp, 
and  the  officers  in  charge  of   troops  and  prisoners   were  again   and 
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again  requested  by  us  to  report  at  once  any  deficiency  in  the  rations 
that  might  occur,  with  the  assurance  that  we  would  promptly  correct 
it,  and  we  heard  no  complaints  whatever. 

K.  S.  F.  &  UO. 

[Sitb-iuolosiire  X.j.  1.] 

Febrcaky  (5,  1804. 
The  undersigned  otScers  have  been  on  duty  at  Gamp  Dnuo-ias  and 
have  had  opportunities  to  know  about  tiie  character  of  the  rations 
issued  there  to  the  troops,  and  state  that  they  have  been  as  good  as 
rations  at  any  other  camp  they  have  been  in,  and  much  better  than 
usual:  that  it  was  generally  known  that  coti'ee  in  the  berry  was  kept  on 
hand  and  might  lie  drawn  by  those  who  [)referred  it  to  the  ground 
coffee;  that  the  beef  was  generally  good  beef  and  not  short  in  (piantity 
as  far  as  they  heard  or  knew,  and  that,  as  ofBcers,  they  were  always 
allowed  to  buy  saiii)lies  at  contract  price. 

C.   V.   Do    Land,   colonel   First  Michigan   Sharpshooters;  John 
Piper,  major  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters. 
As  to  anything  l)nt  fresh  beef: 

Levant  G.  Khines,  captain  Gompany  A,  First  Michigan  Sharp- 
shooters: Joseph  O.  P.ellair.  first  lieutenant  Gompany  F; 
Andrew  J.  Hall,  captain  Company  H;  Ira  L.  Evans,  first 
lieutenant  Gompany  E;  G.  (i.  Conn,  second  lieuteiuint  Gom- 
pany G:  E.  V.  Audress,  captain  Gompany  K.  First  Michi- 
gan Sharpshooters:  M.A.Powell,  first  lieutenant  Company 
(1:  William  J.  Driggs.  first  lieutenant  Company  K:  (luy 
Newhie,  second  lieutenant  Gompany  A;  Hooker  A.  De 
f.aud,  captain;  Lucieii  Meigs,  captain  Giunpany  G:  Thomas 
H.  Fowler,  first  lieutenant  Gompany  C;  Samuel  E.  Hudson, 
Gompany  D,  first  lieutenant;  H.  V.  Hinckley,  lieutenant. 
Company  E,  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters;  (i.  A.  Gra\eraet, 
second  lieutenant  Gompany  K;  William  Ruddock,  second 
lientenaiitComiianyH;  William  H.Randall, second  lieutenant 
Company  I;  George  Fowler,  first  lieutenant  Company  H. 

'First  indorsement,  1 

Heaih^h-arters  Michigan  Sharpshooters, 

('<(»ip  Doiiijlax^  Fehriiari/  h\  ISH4. 
1  have  seen  the  beef  often  and  seen  too  many  necks,  shanks,  and  flanks. 
Rounds  sometimes  cut  out.  I  could  not  get  good  tea  of  the  commis- 
sary. It  was  difficult  for  me  to  get  anything  for  my  familv  table,  but 
this  was  chiedy  beef  or  tea.  In  -eiieral  I  belic\e  the  ration  was  good 
aud  full  with  above  exceptions. 

WILLIAM    H.   II.   BEADLE. 
/.ieufi'iiaiitColoiirl  first   Michiijnn  Shurpslmntrrs. 


I  fully  concur  in  the   statement  made  at  the  conuneiiccmt'nt  of  this 
paper. 

<;e()i;(;i-.  h.  MrRnock', 

('(ilititin  Cdiiiiiiiiii/  I.  First  Miiliiiiiin  Sluirpshooters. 

SMb.in.losi.ri-  Xo.  2,; 

State  of  Illinois,  t'oimtii  af  Cmik.sx: 

James  M.  Horsfonl.  beiiii;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs  that  he  has 
acted  as  clerk   for  Gaot.   X.  W.  Edwards,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
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since  May,  1S63,  and  that  be  was  directed  by  Captain  Edwards  to  oversee 
the  issuing  of  rations  at  Camp  Douglas,  with  special  reference  to  their 
quality  and  the  amount  furnished  to  those  entitled  to  draw  the  same; 
that  he  had  been  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  during  the  entire  time 
since  the  arrival  of  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  in  August,  18G3, 
seldom  being  absent  from  the  commissary  department  during  the  hours 
of  issuing  rations;  that  he  has  given  his  attention  to  the  quality  of  the 
rations,  and  in  a  few  cases  when  inferior  articles  were  delivered  at  the 
commissary  liuildiug  he  knows  that  the  same  were  promptly  rejected 
and  sent  oat  of  camp  by  Mr.  King,  the  agent  of  E.  S.  Fowler  &  Co,, 
special  I'ontractors;  that  but  few  complaints  have  ever  been  made  of 
the  (luality  of  the  rations,  and  iu  such  cases  the  agents  or  clerks  have 
uniformly  arranged  the  matter  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned; 
that  he  has  frequently  heard  Mr.  McGiunis  (one  of  the  tirm  of  E.  S. 
Fowler  &  Co.)  give  directions  to  the  agents  and  clerks  to  issue  none 
but  good  rations  and  such  as  were  required  by  the  contract;  that  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  Camp  Douglas  he  has  freciucntly  had 
occasion  to  converse  with  the  commissary-sergeants,  to  whom  rations 
were  issued,  relative  to  the  same,  and  has  not  had  any  serious  com- 
plaints made  to  him  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  rations  furnished; 
that  by  this  statement  he  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  minor 
complaints  have  not  been  made,  as  for  instance,  such  as  an  occasional 
barrel  of  pork  ha\  ing  been  opened  after  being  issued  and  found  unsound, 
but  he  declares  that  in  every  such  case,  according  to  his  best  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  the  articles  thus  found  of  inferior  ([uality  have  been 
promptly  taken  back  and  sent  out  of  camp  and  the  parties  to  whom 
they  were  issued  supplied  fully  with  good  articles  in  return  tlierefor; 
that  it  has  been  his  duty  to  see  that  the  prisoners  of  war  and  otliers 
drawing  rations  at  the  commissary  department  were  .justly  and  honor- 
ably dealt  with,  and  has  to  the  best  of  his  ability  given  faithful  atten- 
tion thereto,  and  believes  they  have  received  just  and  proper  rations, 
both  in  quality  and  quantity,  at  all  times. 

•lAMES  M.  HOESFORD, 

Subscribed   and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  Januarv.  A.  D. 
1664. 

T.  B.  BROWX, 

■  '  ■  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  this  loth  day  of  Xuvember,  1863, 
between  Niuiau  W.  Edwards,  ca[itaiu  and  commissary  of  subsistence 
in  the  l'.  S.  Vuluiiteer  service,  on  the  one  part,  and  John  ^Ic(jinnis,  jr., 
Ivlwin  S.  Fowler.  I'.dward  L.  Baker,  and  Roswell  E.  Goodell.  all  of 
Spriiigdeld.  in  the  niunty  ijf  Sangamon  and  State  of  Illinois,  doing 
business  under  the  nnuje  and  tirm  of  John  ilc(jinnis,  jr..  >S:  Co.  Tliis 
agreemetit  w  itiicssetli  that  the  said  Ninian  W.  Edwards,  for  and  on 
liehalf  ot'  the  L'nitod  States  of  America,  and  the  said  John  ^letTinnis,  jr., 
Mdwin  S.  Fowler,  Ivhvard  L.  Baker,  and  Roswell  E.  (loodell,  their  heirs, 
exet-ntors.  and  administrators,  have  covenanted  and  agree  with  each 
other  as  lulhjws,  tii  wit: 

First.  That  the  said  John  McGiunis,  jr.,  Edwin  S.  Fowler,  Edward 
L.  Baker,  and  Roswell  E.  Goodell.  their  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis- 
ti'atnrs.  siiall  sni)i)ly  or  cause  to  be  supplied  and  issued  at  any  post  or 
place  ill  the  Military  Distinct  of  Illinois  (except  in  the  county  of  Sanga- 
mon and  the  general  hospital  at  '^tuincv!.  commencing  in  the  county  of 
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Cook  Oil  the  Lst  day  of  December,  18<J3,  and  at  all  the  places  ou  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1864,  aud  ending  June  30,  lS(J4j  or  such  earlier  day  as 
the  Comaii.ssary-(ieneral  may  direct,  all  of  the  rations  to  consist  of  the 
articles  hereinafter  specified  that  shall  be  icquiied  fur  the  use  of  the 
r.  >S.  troops,  prisoners  of  war,  or  others  entitled  to  draw  rations  t'rom 
the  Uiuted  States,  that  are  or  may  be  at  any  such  posts  or  places. 

Second.  Thiit  the  arti(descomposinf^'  the  ration  and  the  price  to  be  paid 
therefor  are  as  follows,  to  wit:  UH)  rations  of  jiorli  or  Ijacon.  7.">  pounds, 
at  •■>  cents  per  [lonnd.or  lOO  rations  of  Iresli  beef,  ll'o  pounds,  at  4  cents 
per  pound;  100  rations  ot  ilour  or  fresh  bread,  I'-J'h  pounds,  at:;  cents  per 
pound;  100  rations  of  beans  or  peas,  l.j  pounds,  at  4  cents  per  pound; 
UK)  I'ations  of  rice,  10  i)ounds,  at  .s  eeuts  ])er  i)ound,  or  100  rations  of 
houuny,  10  pounds,  at  '2  cents  per  pound  ;  100  rations  of  best  Rio  coffee, 
10  pounds,  at  32  cents  per  i>ound,  or  loo  rations  of  tea,  lA  pounds,  ;itso 
cents  ])er  pound;  100  rations  of  l)rown  sugar.  1.')  pounds,  at  I-'!  <'entsiier 
pouinl;  100  rations  of  vinegar,  1  quarts,  at  L'.l  cents  i>er  <[uart:  100 
rations  of  adamantine  candles,  1:^  pountls.  at  16  cents  per  pound;  loo 
rations  of  soap.  4  pounds,  at  4-,-;,  cents  per  pound;  100  rations  of  salt, 
.'!,'  jiounds,  at  1  cent  per  pound;  10(i  rations  of  pepper,  4  ounces,  at  IS 
cents  per  pound;  100  rations  of  potatoi-s,  30  pounds,  at  1  cent  per  pound; 
100  rations  of  molasses,  1  quart,  at  10  cents  per  (juart;  lot)  complete 
rations  for  ■r' 14.45,  or  1  complete  ration  for  l-iy-rro  cents,  or,  at  the  option 
of  the  (lovernment.  at  the  rate  specified  for  each  component  (lart 
thereof 

Tliird.  The  <  lovernment  reserves  the  right  to  retpiire  that  all  or  any 
portion  of  the  articles  composing  the  ration  shall  be  delivered  and 
issued  on  the  provision  returns  or  in  bulk,  in  suitable  packages,  free  of 
rharge.  at  the  rates  above  specified  for  each  comi)oneiir  part  thereof, 
and  when  several  articles  compo.se  the  ration  the  officer  iiuikmg  the 
rciiuisifion  shall  have  power  to  re(|uire  either  article:  aud  that  S  pounds 
of  pure  roasted  and  ground  coffee  sliall  Ije  issiu'd  in  lieu  (d'  lo  pounds  <if 
green,  aud  l\  pounds  of  corn-meal  or  1  pound  of  pilot  bread  iu  lieu  ota 
ration  of  titiur  or  fresli  bread,  and  corn- meal  at  100  cents  per  busliel 
when  not  forn]ing  part  of  a  conqilete  riition. 

Fourtli.  Tlie"said  John  ]\Ic<.Tinnis,  jr..  I'ldwin  S.  Fowler,  I'dward  L. 
Baker,  and  Uoswell  K.  Goodell.  tlieir  heirs,  executors,  and  ;ulinuiistr:i 
tors,  shall  supply,  deli\('r,  and  issue  lios[Mtal  supplies,  and  any  other 
articles  that  nuiy  be  required,  at  the  lowest  wiiolesale  ])rices.  to  be 
(leterniined  l)y  tlu>  surgeon  or  commissary,  and  shall  furnisii  tlie  f'.  S. 
officers  any  ot  the  articles  at  the  rates  abo\e  specihed.  All  of  the 
;irticles  shall  be  of  the  first  i|Uality  and  shall  Ijc  approved  by  the  com- 
manding ottieer,  the  Commissary  at  tlie  [lost,  or  said  F.dwards,  and  pay- 
ment sl];ill  be  nuule  as  per  advertisement  for  proposals,  on  forms  pre- 
scribed by  the  Army  Itegulations.  to  lie  nuule  out  Ijy  said  -bihn  .McfHu- 
nis,  jr..  Mdwiu  S.  Fowler,  F.dw;ird  F.  F.aker,  aud  Uoswell  F.  Coodell. 

."-^ixth.  That  in  case  of  failure  ov  deticiency  in  (|uaiitit\-  lU'  qualit\  of 
any  ot  tlie  articles  to  be  issued,  then  the  said  Fdwards  or  the  coninii^- 
sar\-  in  charge  sliall  lia\e  po\ver  to  sup[ily  the  di-licieucy  Ii\  jaircha^e, 
and  the  said  J<ihn  .AIe(  iiunis,  jr.,  Edwin  S.  Fowler,  Ftlwaid  I..  F.akei, 
and  Iv'oswell  E.  (ioodell  will  be  charged  with  the  dilfereuce  of  co-t. 

Sesenth.  Said.bilin  .Met  i  iiinis,  jr.,  Edwin  S.  Fowler,  Fdwanl  L.  Maker, 
aud  Roswell  E.  Goodell  shall  always,  either  l>,\-  theniselvivs  ,,r  aiieuts, 
be  at  said  posts  ready  to  receive  the  requisitions  of  the  oiliian-  m-  other 
person  authorized  to  receive  said  supplies,  which  are  to  be  deli\  ered 
and  issued  at  such  place  or  places  as  may  lie  directed  by  the  command- 
ing ofiieer  or  commissarv;  and  the  said  .lohn  Mciiinins,  jr..  Edwin  S. 
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Fowler,  Edward  L.  Baker,  and  Roswell  E.  Goodell  are  to  furnish  the 
necessary  hands  for  weighing  and  issuing  at  their  own  expense. 

Eighth.  No  member  of  Congress,  officer  or  agent  of  the  Government, 
or  any  person  emphiyed  in  the  public  service,  shall  be  admitted  to  any 
share  herein  or  to  any  benefit  which  may  arise  therefrom. 

The  Military  District  of  Illinois  includes  the  whole  State,  excejii  the 
cities  of  Alton  and  Cairo. 

In  witness  whereof  the  undersigned  have  hereunto  placed  their  hands 
and  seals  this  day  and  date  above  written. 

NINIAN  W.  EDWARDS, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
JXO.  McGlNNIS,  Jr. 
EDWIN  S.  FOWLER. 
EDWARD  L.  BAKER. 
ROSWELL  E.(iOODELL. 


House  of  Delegates,  Fehmari/  --■,  f^64. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America : 
Sir:  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  failing  to  send  yon  a  co[)y  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly,  the  original  draft  of  which  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor  Price  and  myself  had  the  honor  of  submitting  for  your 
perusal. 

The  delay  has  been  caused  by  a  nusapprehension  of  our  clerk.  You 
will  find  them  inclosed. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HUGH   W.  SHEFFEY. 
,  ■!  Speaker  House  of  Delegates. 

[luL-losure.: 

Whereas,  it  is  understood  that  negotiations  for  the  removal  of  obsta- 
cles to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  mutually  held  by  the  belliger- 
ents have  been  broken  oft',  and  so  remain,  in  part  at  least,  as  is 
believed,  on  account  of  objections  personal  to  the  party  selected  by  the 
United  States  Government  as  its  agent  of  exchange  taken  by  the 
Executive  of  the  Coutederate  States,  and,  while  no  ditierence  of  opin- 
ion exists  among  the  people  of  those  States  as  to  the  character  of  cer- 
tain past  acts  of  that  otticer,  which  have  rendered  him  justly  obnoxious, 
nor  as  to  the  President's  course,  having  been  dictated  by  a  /.ealous 
regard  to  the  public  sensibilities,  yet  we  are  unwilling  to  attach  to 
tliese  exceptions,  however  just,  an  importance  grave  enough  to  be  bal- 
anced against  those  vast  and  overruling  considerations  of  humanity 
pleading  against  the  condemnation  for  >uch  a  course  to  ho[)eless  and 
indefinite  bondage  of  the  thousands  of  our  gallant  sons  now  pining  in 
distant  and  loathsome  prisons,  and  of  the  families  of  those  devoted 
patriots  to  the  bitter  grief  of  separation  which,  while  it  cannot  shut 
out  all  knowledge  of  their  sutlenngs,  yet  leaves  them  in  suspense  as  to 
the  extent  or  duration  of  them,  while  it  denies  all  means  of  administer- 
ing mitigation  or  relief:  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolrcd,  That,  m  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by  the  Government  with  which 
we  are  at  war  to  represent  it  in  negotiations  touching  the  exchange  of 
prisoners  should  not  impose  an  insuperable  barrier  to  carrying  on  such 
negotiations. 
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Second.  Resolred,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  it 
■would  consist  with  true  dignity,  is  recoininended  by  a  just  regard  to 
considerations  ot  humanity  and  sound  policy,  stands  justified  by  rea- 
son, and  would  commend  itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  world,  that 
the  objections  naturally  felt  by  the  Presidei\t  to  authorizing-  ofdcial 
intercourse  to  be  held  with  the  agent  of  exchange  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  should  be  waived,  and  that  negotiations  for 
a  return  under  cartel  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  held  by  both 
parties,  so  far  as  the  interruption  thereof  may  be  due  to  that  cause, 
should  be  resumed. 

Third.  Resulred,  That  the  firmness  and  ability  wherewith  the  rights 
and  honor,  the  fairness,  humanity,  and  good  faith  of  the  people  of  the 
(Jonft'derate  States  have  been  upheld  and  manifested  in  the  condiu't 
heretofore  of  these  negotiations  by  the  Confederate  authorities  are 
entitled  to  and  receive  the  acknowledgments  and  high  approval  of  the 
(leneral  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

Fourth.  AV.so/red,  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be 
communicated  in  confidence  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  that  they  be  requested,  in  such  form  ns  they  may  deem 
best,  to  aid  in  giving  them  effect. 

Fifth.  Rfnolrtil.  That  they  be  specially  and  respectfully  presentetl 
to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the  president  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  in  person,  and  that  he 
be  informed  that  his  permitting  the  negotiations  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  now  suspended,  to  be  reo[)ene(l  between  the  agents  of  the 
respective  Governments  would  meet  the  entire  apin'oval  of  this  General 
As-embly ;  but  nothing  containetl  in  said  i  esolutions  shall  lie  construed 
as  advising  the  withdrawal  or  modification  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  against  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

A  copy  from  the  roil. 


Teste: 


WM.  F.  GORDON.  .IR.. 
Ch-rk   Hititse  nf  Di'leijaits  lOid  Keeper  of  h'alls. 


Fort  Monrih-:,  Fe}>ruary  ,'',  18ii4. 
Hon.  P]DWTN  M.  Stanton: 

Shall  I  send  a  tlagof-truce  boat  up  with  women  antl  children'.'  I 
have  a  large  number  in  and  alxuit  XortVilk  that  1  want  to  get  rid  of. 
If  so.  I  will  do  it  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  instant,  and  will  telegraph 
notices  to  Baltimore.  Washington.  Philadelphia,  and  New  Vcirk  papers. 
Please  answer  whether  1  shall  make  the  declaration  proposed,  that  all 
prisoners  released  by  us  have  been  exchanged,  so  they  may  return  to 


dutv. 


BKX.I.   F.   r.FTLKR. 

\l,iiiir-< i<  III  rai.    ('iiiiiiiiioi'li 


Offick  (_'om:missioner  i<u;   Excuaxc^k, 

Fort   Monroe.  Fa.,  Fchniiiry  ''.  /^'. /. 
Hon.  Robert  Otld,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Riclmiond,  Vn.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  ask  your  authorities 
to  make  the  tbllowing  exchanges: 

Henry  Bowers,  a  citi/en  of' ^^'alk^■l■  Cdiintv.  (^a..  for  1.  F.  Karly,  a 
citizen  of  Ilaniiltiin  ('(Uintv,  Teim.;    Ilallnut  <  (ilo.  a   (itizeu  of  Walker 
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County,  Ga.,  for  J.  J.  Garuer,  a  citizen  of  Winchester,  Tenn. ;  Warren 
Durham,  of  Walker  County,  Ga.,  for  Isaac  Sermons,  a  citizen  of  Ham- 
ilton, Tenn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Mqjor-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchamje. 


riDi^RS.  Army  and  District  of  iSTorth  Carolina, 

Sen-  Heme,  A'.  (7.,  February  9,  1864. 
Maj.  (ien.  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  in  Xurth  Carolina: 
General:  A  few  days  since,  while  the  forces  under  your  command 
were  iu  front  of  this  place,  1  sent  ;i  medical  officer  with  some  ambu- 
lances to  the  smallpox  hospital,  near  which  some  of  your  forces  had 
arrived,  with  a  flag,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  away  the  unfortu- 
nate occupants  of  the  building,  as  in  case  of  an  attack  on  my  lines 
they  would  be  certainly  in  great  danger  of  having  th(dr  house  burned 
over  their  heads.  Besides,  I  had  no  desife  to  see  the  loathsome  dis- 
ease spread  among  your  own  forces,  and  it  was  proper  that  you  should 
be  put  on  your  guard  as  to  the  nature  of  the  hospital. 

The  medical  officer  who  went  on  this  iiumane  errand  was  instructed, 
of  course,  to  explain  these  matters  to  any  of  your  forces  that  he  might 
meet,  and  he  doubtless  did  so.  He  was.  however,  seized  and  carried 
away  as  a  prisoner,  with  the  ambulances  and  drivers. 

I  have  known  you  too  long  and  too  well  to  believe  that  this  could 
have  been  done  by  your  direction,  or  by  your  knowledge,  and  I  respect- 
fully request  you  to  do  what  I  feel  certain  I  would  do  myself  under  the 
circumstances — that  is,  return  the  surgeon  ami  tlie  drivers  to  me.  The 
ambulances  witii  the  horses  I  say  nothing  of.  tor  tliey  are  too  trifling 
to  me  to  mention. 

Hoping  that  you  will  see  the  impropriety  of  punishing  this  little 
party  for  a  humane  act,  and  that  you  will  be  willing  to  meet  me  half 
way  in  these  little  amenities  of  war, 

I  remain,  verv  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.   PALMER, 
Brigadier-dencrttl,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

The  surgeon  is  Asst.  Surg.  K.  T.  Baker,  Twelfth  Xew  York  Cavalry. 
The  drivers  are  Privates  Calvin  W,  Willis,  Company  K,  Seventeenth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Henry  Taylor,  Company  G,  Seventeenth 
ilassachusetts  Volunteers;  Edward  Murray,  Company  C,  One  hundred 
and  dftyeighth  New  York  Volantcers:  Edward  Moore,  Company  E, 
Nineteenth  Wisconsin  ^'olunteels. 


War   1)iu'arime>  r,   Wn.sliington.  February  10.  1^64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  linxER.  Fort  Monroe.  Va.: 

I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  send  a  flag-of-truce  boat  with  women 
and  children,  nor  to  give  advertisement  in  Baltimore,  Washington,  and 
elsewhere,  at  i)resent,  as  you  propose  to  do.  If  there  be  anyresidents 
of  Norfolk  whom  you  want  to  send  ,iway  for  cause  you  are  authorized 
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to  do  so,  but  not  to  put  other  persons  across  the  lines.  Your  proposed 
declaration  of  the  exchange  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Department,  irreg- 
ular, and  ought  not  to  be  made,  because  it  would  be  seized  upon  as  a 
justification  of  the  irregular  and  improper  course  pursued  by  the  rebels; 
and  besides,  from  itsindefiniteuess,  would  not  afford  protection  toourown 
troops,  and  would  lead  to  serious  embarrassmeut  ia  the  final  arrange- 
ment of  exchanges,  if  one  can  be  made.  Tlie  reasons  for  this  opinion 
are  more  particularly  set  forth  in  the  reply  furnished  to  you  by  Majcr- 
General  Hitchcock  upon  this  subject.*  I  think  that  upon  consideration 
of  that  report  you  will  yourself  be  satisfied  that  the  proposeu  declara- 
tion of  exchange  is  premature,  and  would  afford  serious  advantages  to 
the  rebels  in  the  present  controversy. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Monroe,  February  10,  isin — W  p.  m. 
Secretary  of  War: 

Your  telegram  and  the  letter  of  General  Hitchcock  have  been 
received.  I  will  send  you  the  full  report  upon  this  matter  of  declara- 
tion of  exchange,  but  1  do  not  choose  to  sleep  upon  so  gross  a  misrep- 
resentation as  lias  been  made  to  ymi  of  my  proposed  declaration  of 
exchange.  First.  It  is  in  precise  words  like  those  that  have  been  made 
heretofore.  Second.  It  affects  no  paroled  i)risoners:  it  only  affects 
those  actually  received  at  City  Point.  It  touches  no  paroled  piisoners; 
it  interferes  with  no  questions;  it  is  in  exact  contbrniity  with  the  cartel. 
Allow  nie  to  send  you  the  words  of  the  declaration:  -'AH  prisoners 
heretofore  held  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  whether  civilians, 
otticers,  or  soldiers,  received  at  City  Point  before  the  2(ith  of  January 
from  the  Confederate  commissioner  are  declared  exchanged."  Is  there 
one  word  in  this  about  prisoners  on  parole  ?  Besides,  it  is  agreed  to  by 
Commissioner  Ould.  I  only  sent  up  for  a  ftagoftruce  boat  for  women 
and  children  because  I  was  informed  that  an  agreement  was  made  that 
one  should  go  once  in  every  six  months.  T  certainly  don't  care  to  seud 
one. 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major  General,  Conunandin;/. 


Fort  Monroe,  February  10,  1S64. 
Major-General  Hitchcock: 

Your  communication  |in]  regard  to  the  exchange  of  General  Lee  is 
received.     I  will  take  measures  to  have  the  proper  inquiries  made. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Washinoti^n.  D.  (".,  Felinianj  in.  iS/ll. 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  U.  S.  Senate: 

My  Dear  Sir:  From  conversation  with  a  surgeon  of  the  army  who 
has  had  much  intercourse  with  rebels — privates,  officers,  and  surgeons — 
at  Kuoxville  and  Chattanooga  I  believe  that  it  is  important  that  Con- 
gress pass  a  resolution  approving  tlie  President's  amnesty  proclama- 
tion. The  rebel  officers  persuade  their  men  that  the  amnesty  will,  if 
accepted  by  individuals,  still  leave  their  property  liable  to  confiscation. 

"See  February  S,  ;j.  yi,'6. 
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If  yoa  desire  to  hear  farther  please  send  a  note  to  Dr.  E.  H.  Coolidg&. 
colonel  and  medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army,  now  in  this  city. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


Headquarters  Hock  Island  Barracks, 

Rock  Island,  III.,  February  JO,  lsi;i. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  post  on 
the  3d  instant,  and  since  that  time  have  been  engaged  in  making  my 
inspection,  institutinj"'  certain  changes  in  the  administration  of  the 
hosi)ital  department,  and  investigating  the  causes  of  the  present  preva- 
lence of  the  smallpox  at  the  post.  A  detailed  report  of  inspection,  with 
copies  of  communications  addressed  to  the  commanding  officer,  and 
of  reports  received,  I  send  herewith.*  I  find  that  tliere  has  been  much 
remissness  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  i)rison  in  not  taking 
proper  measures  to  jirevent  the  spread  of  the  smallpox.  In  some  cases 
the  proper  steps  have  been  suggested,  but  not  urged  with  sufficient 
energy.  On  my  arrival  I  found  some  thirty  eight  cases  of  the  disease, 
and  some  of  these  in  an  advanced  stage,  lying  among  their  fellows  in 
the  jirison  barracks.  This  is  inexcusable.  The  fact  had  not  been 
reported  to  the  commanding  officer  by  tiie  surgeon  in  charge.  That 
officer  should,  however,  have  been  acquainted  with  the  fact  through  his 
provost-marshal,  and  should  have  directed  their  immediate  removal, 
even  without  the  request  of  the  surgeon.  Much  excuse  is  to  be  made 
for  the  medical  officers  in  view  of  their  inexperience  and  of  the  difficul- 
ties with  which  they  had  to  contend,  as  shown  in  their  reports  (Nos, 
G  and  7).  Doctor  Temple  is  an  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  was  not 
aware  of  the  extent  of  his  authority  or  duties  as  surgeon  in  charge. 
Doctor  iloxley  is  a  very  young  officer,  but  recently  commissioned,  and, 
though  anxious  and  trying  to  do  his  whole  duty,  is  entirely  unfitted 
both  by  temperament  and  inexperience  for  a  charge  of  this  magnitude. 
A  medical  officer  of  experience  and  executive  ability  should  be  at  once 
assigned  to  duty  here.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  lies  is  an  old  man, 
and,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  cmnmanding  otficer,  was  completely  bewd- 
dered  at  being  placed  in  such  a  charge,  and  though  n(jt  unskilled  pro- 
fessionally had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  his  duty  as  an  officer.  I  have 
called  for  no  rei)ort  from  him-.  A  large  portion  of  tlie  blame  in  this 
matter  ai)pears  to  rest  with  the  officers  at  Louisville.  Ky..  who  sent 
prisoners  to  this  post  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion  and  even 
some  with  the  disease  already  broken  out.  (See  Xos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7.) 
I  found  the  supply  of  vaccine  virus  on  hand  nearly  or  quite  exhausted,  so 
telegraphed  at  once  to  the  assistant  surKeongeneral  at  Louisville  and 
to  Saint  Lniiis  tor  a  suiqily,  anil  which  I  have  directed  to  be  thoroujiiily 
used  immediately  on  its  arrival  (Nos.  8  and  !)).  [  found  it  necessary  to 
direct  a  lariie  addition  to  the  pest  hospital.  This  is  already  under  way 
(Xo.  1'.  A  prison  hospital  is  imperatively  denmr.ded.  A  plan  for  a 
pioposed  Imilding,  to  be  erected  just  south  of  the  prison  inclosure,  has 
been  sent  to  \(iu  b.\'  Colonel  -lohnson.  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your 
approval,  as  ic  is,  I  think,  the  best,  and  certainly  as  economical  as  any 
that  c/.ui  be  furnished.  (Japtain  Reynolds,  depot  quartermaster,  has 
ajiplied  to  the  (j'uartermaster's  Department  for  authority  to  erect  it 
(No.  Iw').     A  post  hospital  for  the  garrison  is  also  greatly  needed.    A 

All  iiiiiirrril,  H\ci/|it  report  of  iiispt-itioii,  in  view  of  the  inspector'a  remarks  on 
the  snlijccta  treateil  in  the  commuuiciiriuns. 
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plan  for  this  bas  been  approved  by  the  commanding  officer  and  depot 
quartermaster  and  will  soon  be  eret-ted.  The  absolute  necessity  for 
an  increase  of  the  water  supply  and  for  a  system  of  drainajxe  is  recog- 
nized by  the  depot  (|nartermaster  and  prompt  attention  is  promised. 
I  feel  the  less  hesitancy,  sir,  in  suggesting  and  .strmigly  urging  these 
improvements  at  this  post  in  view  of  its  expected  permanency  as  a 
U.  S.  station.  The  hospital  proposed  can  be  at  any  time  after  the 
removal  of  the  prisoners  used  as  a  U.  S.  general  hospital  or  as  barracl^s 
for  troops;  and  the  proposed  water- works  and  accompanying  system 
of  di'ainage  will  always  be  of  service.  I  shall  leave  to-morrow  morning 
for  Springfield.  111.,  and  thence  to  Alton  and  Saint  Louis. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of   War. 


Report  of  inspection  of  camp  and  field  hospitals  at  Rock  Island,  III., 
Feliruary  4  to  7,  18ii4,  by  Surg.  A.  M.  Clark,  acting  medical  inspector 
prisoners  of  war. 

Designation  of  camp — 1".  S.  military  prison.  Rock  Island.  111.  Com- 
mander of  camp — Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  Invalid  Corps.  Command  and 
strength — prisoners  of  war,  7. 149;  Federal  troops,  Iti  companies  Invalid 
Corps,  l..;t)l ;  aggregate,  8,51(1.  Location  of  camp — Rock  Island,  in  Mis- 
sissippi River,  between  cities  of  Rock  island,  III.,  and  Davenport.  Iowa. 
Time  occnpied — tirst  prisoners  arrived  Decembers,  ISCi'.',.  Water,  source 
andsup|)ly — c-hietiy  from  river  by  steam  pump:  one  artesian  well  incauip, 
bore  9  inches  by  l-'>  feet  capacity.  Water,  quality  an  deflects — veryuood, 
especially  that  from  well, but  supply  iusufflcent.  (See remarks.)  Fuel — 
bituminous  coal;  wnod  to  a  small  extent.  Soil — alluvial  depo.sit,  one  to 
six  feet  in  depth,  on  limestone  rock.  Drainage — natural  facilities  good, 
though  requiring  blasting  through  rock;  present  system  utterly  ina<le- 
qnate.  Topography — island  of  limestone  rock,  about  three  miles  long, 
half  a  mile  wide,  lying  east  and  west,  west  end  cleared,  remainder  chietly 
young  woodland.  Meteorology — [irevailing  winds  south  and  southeast, 
frequent  rains.  Zymotic  intiuence.s — extensive  swamp  on  south  border 
of  camp  requiring  drainage  or  will  be  productive  of  miasmatic  disease. 
Police  of  camp — bad  as  regards  grounds;  in  barracks,  most  excellent, 
far  excelling  many  Federal  barracks.  Discipline  in  camp — of  prisoners 
very  strict,  productive  of  ex(;ellent  ett'ects.  Duties  in  camp — policing. 
Tents  or  huts,  position  —84  barracks,  arranged  G  rows  of  14,  streets  100 
feet  wiile,  distance  between  barracks  40  feet.  Tents  or  huts,  pattern 
and  quality — one  story,  raised  1  to  '6  tect  from  ground.  82  by  2-  by  12 
feet,  10  windows;  cook-house  at  end  of  barracks,  new  and  well  built. 
Tents  or  huts,  ventilation  ami  removal — 2  ventilators  in  I'oof  of  each 
barrack  4  by  2  feet,  insufticieut  without  aul  of  windows.  Tents  or  huts, 
sufficiency — (JOilouble  bunks  in  each  bai  rack,  aci.'omniodating  121),  total 
10,080.  Tents  or  huts,  heating — sutlicient,  2  stoves  in  each  barrack. 
Sinks,  construction,  condition  and  position — very  faulty,  excavating  but 
2  to  6  feet  deep,  owing  to  rock :  absolutely  necessaiy  to  employ  movable 
sinks  or  build  them  over  river,  otherwise  all  the  spare  ground  within  the 
inclosure  will  soon  become  a  seething  mass  of  filth.  Sinks,  manage- 
ment— very  faulty.  Removal  of  ofl'al,  ^'c. — tolerably,  but  not  thorouulily 
attended  to.  Previous  use  of  camp — woodland.  Ivations — abundant  and 
of  good  (|ualit\ .  Cooking  in  camp — cook  house  at  end  of  each  barrack, 
IS  by  22  by  12  feet,  one  40- gallon  caldron  in  each,  utensils  sufficient  and 
in  good  order.     Inspection  of  food — none  after  issue.     Portable  ovens — 
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bread  furnished  by  contract;  quality  good.  Vegetables — a  sufficient 
8up[)ly.  Cleanliness  of  men  and  clothing — cleaTi  and  neat  to  a-degree 
utterly  surprising  in  a  prison  camp.  Quality  and  quantity  of  clothing — 
brought  by  prisoners,  condemned  United  States;  supply  insufficient. 
Blankets — supply  sufficient;  no  bedding  in  hospital,  except  a  small  sup- 
ply of  straw  and  sufficient  blankets.  Habits  of  men — comparatively  neat 
and  cleanly  from  discipline.  Condition  of  men — in  barracks,  excellent: 
in  hospital,  as  clean  aiid  comfortable  as  practicable  without  hospitnl 
clothing  or  bedding  and  with  inadequate  laundry  facilities.  Hospital 
buildings  and  tents — none  yet  erected  except  in  smallpox  hospital-;  II 
prison  barracks  occupied,  giving  ■1(52  beds;  pest-house,  U  small  dwellings 
with  capacity  for  about  (i'2  (occupied  by  51) ;  2  barracks  completed,  108; 
1  barrack  not  completed,  54,  and  3  ordered,  102;  total  accommodation 
pest  barracks,  324  beds.  Police  of  hospital— tolerably  good ;  pest-house, 
bad.  Hospital  discipline — notatall  strict.  Hospital  diet  and  cooking — 
diet  good;  cooking  well  done,  but  food  not  properly  inspected  by  med- 
ical officer.  Hospital  heat  and  ventilation — sufficiently  heated  by  stoves, 
3  in  each  barrack,  5  in  each  pest-house  barrack;  ventilation  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  Hospital  capacity — pest-house,  324  beds ;  new  hospital  to  be 
erected,  700  beds,  dumber  sick — morning  report,  February  9,  in  pest- 
house,  336.  Transportation  of  sick — 3  ambulances  for  prison  and  post 
hospitals.  State  of  medical  supplies  and  surgical  instruments — suffi- 
cient and  in  very  good  order.  State  of  hospital  records — not  strictly 
kept  or  showing  the  exact  present  condition  of  the  hospital.  State  of 
hospital  fund — January  31,  1864,  8347.61.  Hxpeuditures — -$546.70,  for 
articles  of  diet,  &c.  Reports — not  promi)tly  kept  up.  Medical  attend 
ance — sufficient  in  number,  but  inadequate  in  skill ;  1  assistant  surgeon 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  10  acting  assistant  surgeons.  Xursing — by  convales 
cents  and  detail  of  prisoners.  Interments — in  grave-yard  on  island ;  con 
dition  very  good,  well  cared  for.  Diseases  prevalent — smallpox,  pneu 
monia,  intermittent  fever.  Diseases  zymotic — smallpox.  Diseases,  mit 
igatiou  and  prevention  of — proper  precautions  have  not  been  taken  or 
sought  for  with  sufficient  energy.  Wounds  and  operations,  recoveries 
from  diseases  and  wounds,  mortality  from  diseases  and  wounds — the  fol- 
lowing data  are  all  that  can  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  accuracy: 
Total  deaths  during  January,  173;  cases  smallpox,  207:  deaths,  small- 
pox, 62 ;  percentage,  20.87.  February  1  to  8,  cases  smallpox',  159 :  deaths, 
smallpox,  36;  percentage,  22.64.  Number  vaccinated  to  February  8, 
3,613,  Total  cases  smallpox,  456:  total  deaths,  smallpox,  98;  percent- 
age, 21.40.  Garrison — cases  smallpox,  8  (included  in  above) ;  no  deaths ; 
sick  in  post  hospital,  63;  in  quarters.  175.  Medical  officer — Asst.  Surg. 
M.  K.  Moxley,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  jiost  surgeon,  ten  acting  assistant  sur- 
geons. Remarks  concerning  cliaracter  and  skill:  Doctor  M.  is  anxious 
and  tries  to  do  \\eJl,  but  is  unfitted  by  liis  inexperience  for  the  charge 
of  a  post  of  this  magnitude.  He  is  hut  poorly  supported  by  his  assist- 
ants, who,  with  one  or  two  cxce|itinns.  are  utterlv  inefficient. 

The  water- works  are  about  being  reniovetl  and  improved  by  the  quar- 
termaster's depai'tment.  A  system  of  drainage  is  also  about  to  be 
adopted  which  will  entirely'  remedy  the  present  defects,  as  well  as  fur- 
nish drainage  for  sinks  and  wasli-h(nises,  thus  obviating  the  necessity 
of  [ilacing  the  former  over  the  river.  Additional  accommodations  at 
the  pest-house  are  rapidly  inogressing.  Strict  instructions  as  to  the 
steps  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  smallpox  have  been  given.  The 
ground  for  the  new  post  arul  prismi  hospitals  has  been  located  and 
carefully  surveyed. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surijeon  and  AcHikj   M'diml   Inspector  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Military  Prison^. 
Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  10,  1864".  .'; 

Col.  William  Hoffhan, 

Gommiasary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
mauication  of  the  3d  instant  requesting  a  fuller  investigation  aud  report 
of  the  facts  connected  with  the  shooting  of  Goaciu  Arcemant,  prisoner 
of  war  at  this  camp,  January  16,  1864.  In  compliance  therewith  I 
inclose  a  report  embracing  all  the  facts  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain 
by  a  strict  investigation  of  the  case  in  question. 
Hoping  that  the  evidence  therein  contained  will  be  satisfactory, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Camp  Morton. 


Headquarters  Camp  Morton,  Ind.,  February  9,  1864. 

Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
shooting  of  Goacin  Arcemant,  prisoner  of  war,  by  a  sentinel  of  the 
guard  at  this  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  January,  1864.  The 
occurrence  took  place  at  1.30  a.  m.  at  post  No.  20  on  the  guard  line, 
near  the  northwestern  angle  of  the  prison  inclosiire  and  between  the 
north  end  of  Barracks  A  and  the  fence.  (See  plat  of  Camp  Morton,  by 
C;ipt.  E.  M.  Littler.)  Lieutenant  Tyndale,  oflicer  of  the  guard,  states 
that  owing  to  the  fact  that  several  prisoners  at  different  times  had 
escaped  at  that  point  he  had  given  the  guards  in  that  vicinity  strict 
orders  to  permit  no  prisoners  to  come  out  of  the  door  in  the  north  end 
of  Barracks  A,  or  to'  pass  between  said  barracks  and  the  fence,  or  to 
approach  the  fence  anywhere  in  that  vicinity  nearer  than  twenty  feet. 
These  were  also  the  standing  orders  of  the  prison,  with  which  the  pris- 
oners are  well  acquainted.  George  Mndge,  Company  A,  Invalid  Corps 
Regiment,  the  sentinel  on  duty  at  post  20,  states  that  he  had  been 
annoyed  repeatedly  during  his  tour  of  duty  by  prisoners  coming  out  of 
the  barracks  aud  approacliing  the  fence,  contrary  to  the  orders  above 
mentioned;  that  on  being  ordered  to  return  to  quarters  they  would 
obey,  but  immediately  repeat  the  offense ;  that  the  deceased  had  quitted 
Barracks  A  by  the  door  above  mentioned,  and  was  proceeding  in  quick 
time  in  the  direction  of  the  northwestern  angle  of  the  inclosure,  when, 
in  obedience  to  instructions,  he  ordered  him  to  halt  and  return  to  his 
quarters.  The  prisoner  made  some  answer  (not  understood),  but  did 
not  obey.  Ou  the  order  being  repeated,  and  the  prisoner  still  refusing 
to  obey,  the  guard  tired  aud  immediately  called  the  number  of  his  post. 

James  Pittullo,  Company  A,  Fifth  Invalid  Corps  Regiment,  on  being 
sworn,  states  that  he  was  on  post  21  when  the  shooting  occurred;  that 
he  saw  prisoners  come  out  of  the  barracks,  seven  or  eight  at  a  time, 
and  heard  post  20  order  them  back  to  quarters.  Saw  the  deceased 
ai)proach  the  northwestern  angle  of  the  inclosure  in  quick  time.  Heard 
the  sentinel  on  post  20  order  him  to  halt,  lie  did  not  obey.  The  sen- 
tinel after  a  short  pause  repeated  the  order.  The  deceased  still  moved 
on.  The  sentinel  then  cocked  his  piece,  when  the  prisoner,  as  if  hear- 
ing the  click,  stopped,  and  the  guard  fired  at  the  same  instant. 

Asa  C.  Mason,  Thirty-eighth  Company  Invalid  Corps,  on  being  sworn, 
states  that  he  was  on  post  19  when  the  shooting  took  place;  that  he 
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heard  the  sentinel  on  post  20  order  somebody  to  go  back  to  their  qnar^ 
ters.  Saw  three  prisoners  outside  of  barracks.  Heard  them  laughing 
as  they  returned  to  quarters  as  ordered.  Saw  them  come  out  twice. 
Heard  post  20  halt  the  deceased,  who  made  some  answer  which  he  did 
not  understand.  Some  little  time  elapsed,  at  least  thirty  seconds, 
between  the  order  to  halt  and  the  firing.  States  that  he  had  orders  to 
shoot  any  prisoner  who  approached  nearer  than  twenty  feet  of  his  post; 
that  he  is  certain  that  time  sufficient  was  given  the  deceased  to  return 
to  quarters,  after  the  order  so  to  do  was  given,  before  the  firing 
occurred. 

By  reference  to  the  plat  of  Camp  Morton  you  will  observe  that 
the  sink  in  that  portion  of  the  camp  is  located  at  least  200  feet 
south  of  the  northwestern  angle  of  the  inclosure,  and  in  a  direction 
from  the  northern  extremity  of  Barracks  A  radically  different  from 
that  which  the  prisoner  was  pursuing  when  shot.  The  prisoners  in 
Barraclis  A.  had  been  ordered  to  close  up  the  door  mentioned  above, 
as  they  conid  not  be  permitted  to  use  it,  but  must  use  the  door  in  the 
southern  extremity  of  said  barracks.  The  deceased  could  not  have 
been  ignorant  of  this  order  from  the  fact  shown  by  the  evidence  that 
his  comrades  had  been  ordered  back  repeatedly  by  the  guard  when 
they  showed  themselves  outside  the  barracks,  which  here  approach 
very  near  to  the  fence.  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  evidence  of  the  sen- 
tries, that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  deceased  and  his  comrades  to 
trilie  with  the  guards,  if  not  to  attempt  an  escape. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,  CommancUnij  Gamp  Morton. 


Daniel  S.  Farrar  asks  if  an  oath  or  i)arole  forced  upon  a  non-combatant 
is  binding.* 

[Indorsement.] 

Februaey  10,1864.. 
Respectfully  returned. 

Paroles  or  bonds  imposed  by  the  enemy  upon  non-combatants  are  in 
violation  of  all  the  rules  and  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and  will  not 
be  recognized  or  respected  by  this  Government. 

[RO.  OULD.J 


D  ALTON,  February  11,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding   U.  .V.  Army,  Chattanooga: 
General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  proposal  to  exchange 
fitly  of  our  wounded  soldiers  now  in  your  hands  for  a  like  number  of 
yours,  which  you  suppose  to  be  at  Atlanta. 

^Ve  have  but  forty-one  wounded  Federal  soldiers  at  Atlanta,  and 
tlieir  surgeon  reports  fourteen  of  them  unable  to  bear  removal.  I 
accept  your  i)roi)()sal  for  the  others  with  pleasure,  the  exchange  to 
be  made  at  or  near  Graysville,  and  as  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  men, 
who  have  been  ordered  to  this  place,  as  may  be  convenient  to  you. 
Most  respectfiUly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  C.  iS.  Army. 

"  Farrar's  commuaicatioii  uot  tbond. 
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[February  11, 1864.— For  Peck  to  Pickett,  relative  to  the  execation 
of  certain  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Second  North  Carolina  Reeiment 
(Union),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  866.] 


Baltimore,  February  ii,  1864 — 9.30  n.  m. 
Major-General  Butler,  Commanding : 

Have  just  found  Brengle.     Will  send  him  down  to-night.     Prisoners 
not  yet  arrived. 

JOHN  E.  MULFORD, 

Major,  (Oc. 


Office  CojonssAEY-GENERAi  of  Prisoners. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  11,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butlee, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  8th  instant,  giving  particulars  to  identify  R.  Patterson,  a  rebel 
prisoner. 

There  was  a  mistake  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant  in  writing  Pat- 
terson instead  of  Anderson  in  the  second  paragraph.  I  knew  the 
address  of  the  former  and  forwarded  the  letter  to  him,  but  I  was 
unable  to  give  the  whereabouts  of  Anderson  without  having  the  details 
of  his  place  vf  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  11,  1S64. 
Hon.  S.  Galloway, 

Special  Commissioner,  Camp  Chase,  Ohio: 
Dear  Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let 
ter  of  the  L'Tth  ultimo,  inclosing  applications  from  men  who  represent 
themselves  as  deserters  fmm  the  rebel  army  and  recommending  their 
cases  to  favorable  consideration. 

I  agree  with  you  that  such  cases  as  you  describe  should  not  be  held 
as  prisoners  of  war,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  distinguish  those  who  may 
with  safety  be  so  classed  from  those  who  are  willing  to  represent  them- 
selves as  anything  and  swear  to  anything  that  will  secure  their  release. 
There  are  jirobably  many  men  among  the  prisoners  at  ( 'amp  Chase  who 
may  have  been  always  loyal  citizens,  or  would  become  so  if  they  had 
the  opportunity,  but  it  is  impossible  to  single  them  oat,  and  so  many 
rebels  have  been  released  under  false  representations  of  various  kinds 
that  the  Department  will  not  now  release  any  one  unless  the  proof  is 
very  pointed,  or  the  case  is  strongly  recommended  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State  from  which  the  applicant  came. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel    Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-deneral  of  Prisoners. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  12, 1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  The  telegram  from  General  Butler  to  yourself  of  the  10th 
instant,  charging  me  with  a  "gross  misrepresentation"  to  you  in  refer- 
ence to  his  declaration  of  exchange,  having  been  submitted  to  me,  I 
have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  following  papers, 
to  wit: 

Copy,  marked  A,*  of  the  telegram;  B,*  copy  of  my  letter  to  General 
Butler,  referred  to  in  telegram.  This  letter,  as  will  be  seen,  wt,3  in 
answer  to  aa  inquiry  addressed  to  me  by  General  Butler.  C,*  copy  of 
a  report  of  the  25th  ultimo  from  General  Butler  to  yourself,  which 
shows  the  number  of  prisouers  supposed  by  him  to  be  embraced  in  his 
declaration  of  exchange,  to  wit,  750;  D,*  copy  of  an  official  statement 
made  by  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  sent  to  me 
with  the  note  of  the  1st  instant,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  since  the 
1st  of  September  last  there  has  been  received  at  City  Point  (reduced 
to  privates)  2,921  Federal  prisoners,  besides  87  civilians,  being  an 
excess  over  the  750  supposed  by  General  Butler  to  be  affected  by  his 
declaration  of  2,171,  excluding  the  87  civilians.  Yet  General  Butler 
states  In  his  telegram  that  his  declaration  "affects  no  paroled  prison- 
ers," meaning,  of  course,  no  prisoners  not  exchanged.  He  states 
further  that  his  declaration  "interferes  with  no  questions,"  and  yet 
the  prisoners  in  question  were  held  unexchanged  precisely  because 
of  the  questions  of  "difficulty"  which  had  interrupted  the  course  of 
exchanges. 

He  states  that  his  declaration  is  "in  exact  conformity  with  the 
cartel,"  but  he  does  not  point  to  the  article  or  articles  to  which  it 
"conforms,"  and,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the  cartel,  it  is  not 
sanctioned  by  any  one  article  of  that  instrument,  without  presupposing 
some  antecedent  proceedings  not  reported  by  General  Butler,  and  which, 
by  the  publicly  recognized  condition  of  the  questions  of  exchanges,  could 
not  have  taken  place  with  authority. 

The  telegram  makes  an  important  statement  not  hitherto  reported, 
so  far  as  I  know,  that  the  declaration  "is  agreed  to  by  Commissioner 
Ould."  This  is  certainly  an  extraordinary  announcement  at  this  late 
period,  the  declaration  having  been  made  the  24th  ultimo,  when  the 
whole  country  is  and  has  been  under  the  impression,  from  numerous 
public  statements  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  that  the  rebel  authorities 
have  refused,  and  with  great  emphasis,  to  have  any  intercourse  with 
General  Butler.  I  presume  to  say  that  when  General  Butler's  declara- 
tion reached  you,  which  it  did  informally,  having  been  even  published 
in  either  a  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia  paper  before  it  was  officially 
communicated  to  yourself,  you  had  no  conception  of  any  agreement 
having  been  entered  into  between  General  Butler  and  Mr.  Ould,  and 
to  this  hour  the  nature  of  such  an  agreement  remains  an  unexplained 
mystery,  and  is  entirely  destitute  of  the  ordinary  public  sanctions  which 
ought  to  authorize  the  intercotu-se  of  belligerents.  Most  assuredly  no 
public  officer  in  Washington  under  your  authority  has  had  any  official 
notice  of  the  resumption  of  exchanges  between  the  two  agents  at  City 
Point. 

It  appears,  however,  that  Mr.  Ould  has  recently  made  another  of  his 
characteristic  declarations  of  exchange,  which,  according  to  the  news- 

"  See  pp.  937,  926,  873,  and  898,  respectively. 
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papers— DO  official  communication  having  been  made  to  my  knowledge  - 
is  in  the  words  contained  in  the  following  extract: 

Declaration  of  Commitsioner  Quid. — CommisBioner  Onld  declares  exchaaeed  all  pris- 
onera  heretofore  held  by  the  Union  authorities,  whetlier  officers,  aoKliers  or  civilians 
received  at  City  Point  before  January  1,  and  all  officers  and  men  of  Vicksbarg  cap- 
ture who  reported  for  duty  at  Enterprise,  ilias.,  prior  to  November  14,  1863-  also  all 
officers  and  men  of  the  Vicksburg  captare  belonging  to  the  First  Tennessee  Artillery. 

If  General  Butler's  declaration  is  vague  this  by  Mr.  Ould  is  of  like 
cliaracter,  but  in  extreme;  for  no  one  can  know  who  or  how  many  rebel 
prisoners  of  war  -'reported  for  duty  at  a  place  called  Enterprise,  iu 
Mississippi,  prior  to  November,  1863." 

I  must  here  notice  the  fact  that  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
has  received  no  list  of  prisoners  afl'ected  by  General  Butler's  declara- 
tion, and  is  uot  in  a  position  to  have  the  usual  order  issued  on  the 
subject  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

General  Butler  states  in  his  telegram  that  his  declaration  is  in  con- 
formity with  custom.  The  custom  has  been  for  the  two  agents  to  meet 
and  agree  upon  the  numbers  or  parties  who  should  be  exchanged, 
and  then  our  agent  has  been  accustomed  to  communicate  the  particu- 
lars to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  who  has  then  submitted  a 
copy  to  the  Adjutant  General  for  announcement,  and  this  announcement 
has  been,  in  fact,  the  "declaration"  of  exchange.  In  this  manner  the 
individuals  afl'ected  and  the  country  have  been  kept  advised  of  the 
state  of  exchanges. 

I  have  but  this  further  to  say,  that  if  General  Butler's  mode  of  mak- 
ing exchanges  by  some  secret  agreement  with  Mr.  Ould,  to  be  followed 
by  an  indetinite  declaration  by  Mr.  Ould,  like  that  above,  be  sanctioned 
it  will  require  but  a  very  short  time  to  involve  the  whole  subject  of 
exchanges  in  confusion,  so  that  no  one  on  either  side  of  the  line  will 
kn6w  who  is  or  is  not  exchanged. 

I  might  be  disposed  here  to  remark  upon  the  extraordinary  language 
of  General  Butler's  telegram,  but,  as  I  claim  to  have  some  respect  for 
both  decency  and  discipline,  I  abstain  from  tollowing  an  example  which, 
though  it  may  find  admirers  among  some  ignorant  novices  in  the  serv- 
ice, will  hardly  be  excused  by  any  one  who  pretends  to  be  a  soldier. 

I  respectfully  request  that  General  Butler  may  be  furnished  a  copy 
of  this  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  nf  Volunteers  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Office  Cojoiissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  12,  1S64. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  exchange  of  Capt.  Ralph 
Olmstead  Ives,  Tenth  Massachusetts  Kegiment,  captured  at  Warren- 
ton,  Va.,  September  3,  18ti3.  and  now  a  prisoner  at  Salisbury,  X.  C.  ? 

This  Government  is  willing  to  give  any  Confederate  oflicer  of  equal 
rank  in  exchange  for  Captain  Ives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  t&c, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 
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Office  CoMMissioNBa  FOB  Exohangtb, 
-  .       Fort  Monroes,  Va.,  February  12, 1864. 

Hon.  ROBEET  OtTLD,  Agent  for  Exchange^  Richmond,  Va.: 

SiE:  Will  yoar  authorities  make  a  vspecial  exchange  of  Lieut.  E. 
Charles  Parker,  i^iuety-fourth  j^'ew  York  Volauteers,  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  i 

This  Government  is  willing  to  give  any  otBcer  of  equal  rank  in 
exchange  for  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Washington,  February  12,  1864. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissanj-Oeneral  of  Prisoners : 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  if  you  have  not  been  ftir- 
nished  with  the  proper  lists  of  the  prisoners  mutually  delivered  at  City 
Point  at  the  close  of  the  month  of  December  last  you  call  upon  General 
Butler  to  furnish  said  lists. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Qeneral  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


CAiiP  Morton,  February  12,  1864. 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  Commanding  Camp : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night,  between  the 
hours  of  10  and  12  o'clock,  a  rebel  prisoner  named  James  Barnhart  was 
fired  upon  and  killed  by  the  guard  while  attempting  to  escape  through 
a  tunnel  excavated  by  the  prisoners,  running  from  the  east  end  of 
Barracks  Xo.  5  (G)  to  the  outer  side  of  the  fence.  Two  shots  were 
fired  by  the  guard,  both  of  which  took  effect,  causing  almost  instant 
death. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  M.   LITTLER, 
Captain,  Invalid  Corps,  and  Officer  of  the  Bay. 


Headquarters  Camp  Morton, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Febriiary  15,  1864 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C,  with  the  following  statement,  resulting 
from  a  personal  investigation  of  the  facts  in  the  above  case:  Having 
become  aware  from  inforniatiun  received  that  a  conspiracy  existed 
among  the  prisoners,  having  for  its  object  their  escape  on  the  night  of 
the  11th  instant  (which  in  all  probability  was  originated  by  the  Con- 
federate otHcers  lately  transferred  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio),  I  gave  special 
instructions  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  guard  to  make  such  dispositiou  of 
the  supernumeraries  on  dury  as  would,  with  the  regular  guard,  most 
effectively  secure  those  points  on  the  line  where  it  was  apprehended  an 
attempt  would  be  made.  The  guard  on  post  10,  opposite  the  east  end 
of  Barracks  G  (see  plat  of  Camp  .Morton),  was  strengthened,  as  several 
prisoners  had  escaped  at  that  jioint  on  the  preceding  night,  two  of 
whom  were  recaptured.  The  deceased,  when  first  discovered  by 
the  guard  (according  to  the  imlosed  report),  had  reauhed  the  outside  of 
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tlierfence  and  was  iasuin^ftom  the;  tunnel  referred  to,  closely  followed 
by  othjBE  prisoners,^  when  they  were  fired  on  by  two  of  the  guards,  the 
shots  taking  effect  as  stated.  At  the  same  time  an  attempt  was  made 
at  another  point  by  prisoners  to  break  over  the  fence,  but  they  were 
promptly  repulsed  by  the  guard,  several  shots  being  fired  at  them, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  did  not 
take  effect.  The  facts  which  I  have  gathered  in  the  investigation  prove 
that  a  general  attempt  to  escape  was  to  have  been  made  by  the  prison- 
ers on  the  night  in  question.  On  a  rigid  inspection  of  the  barracks, 
made  since  the  above  occurrence,  another  tunnel,  partially  completed, 
was  discovered  leading  from  the  north  end  of  Barracks  A,  which,  had 
the  outbreak  not  been  anticipated  and  provided  against,  would  un- 
doubtedly also  have  been  used  as  a  means  of  escape.  I  have  the  honor 
to  state,  additionally,  that  I  am  having  a  trench  dug  between  the 
respective  ends  of  Barracks  G  and  P  and  the  fence,  and  also  that  1 
have  caused  twenty  feet  to  be  taken  oft"  from  each  end  of  said  barracks 
approaching  the  fence,  which,  I  trust,  will  prevent  any  further  attempts 
at  tunneling  in  that  quarter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   A.   STEVENS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Camp  Morton. 


Navy  Department,  February  13,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Staj^ton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  On  the  29th  of  December  last  I  had  the  honor  to  request  that 
you  would  give  instructions  for  the  close  confinement  in  irons  of  Com- 
mander William  A.  Webb  and  some  other  prisoners  captured  in  the  rebel 
steamer  Atlanta,  in  retaUation  for  the  close  confinement  in  irons  ot 
Lieut.  Commander  E.  P.  Williams  and  others  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
Never  having  been  advised  of  your  action  in  the  matter,  if  any  was 
taken,  perm  it  me  now  to  make  the  inquiry. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

flndorsement-l 

War  Department,  February  17,  1S64. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners for  report,  the  previous  paper  having  been  referred  to  him. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Febrxjart  13,  1864.— For  Peck  to  Pickett,  relative  to  the  execution 
of  certain  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Second  North  Carolina  Regiment 
(Union),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  867.] 


Headquarters  r.  S.  Forces, 

Columbus.  Ohio,  February  13,  1S64. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  The  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post  are  desirous  of  pur- 
chasing   some    religious    reading    matter.     Your    instructions    allow 
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purchases  of  only  tobacco,  pipes^  and-  writiiis  mafceriai :'  Believing;  th  at^ 
proper  and  loyal  reading^  matter  wiUba  beneficial  to  the  priaoners  and 
have  a  tendency  to  prevent  attempts  to  escape,  I  have-  the  honor  to 
request  that  they  be  allowed  this  privilege; 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfaUy^  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  EIOHAEDSON,. 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infamtry^  Commanding^ 


Chicago,  III.,  February  IS,  1864, 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  My  report,  dated  Kock  Island,  February  10,  1864,  not 
having  been  as  full  in  some  particulars  aa  I  could  wish  it  to  be,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  supplement  thereto: 

Eock  Island  Barracks  are  situated  near  the  center  in  length  and  on 
the  northern  side  of  the  island.  The  prison  barracks  are  84  in  number, 
each  intended  to  accommodate  120  men.  They  are  arranged  in  blociis 
of  7  each,  fronting  on  streets  100  feet  wide,  with  two  main  avenues,  130 
feet  wide,  intersecting  the  camp  in  the  center.  The  sinks  are  placed  4 
in  each  street  running  north  and  south.  The  barracks  have  each  2 
ridge  ventilators  and  12  windows,  with  2  doors.  These  would  afford 
abundantly  sufficient  ventilation  were  it  not  for  the  difficulty  iu  having 
the  windows  kept  open,  and  in  view  of  this  difficulty  I  have  suggested 
that  the  ridge  ventilation  be  carried  the  full  length  of  the  barrack. 
This  can  be  done  by  prison  labor  and  at  atrifling  expense.  Each  barrack 
is  100  by  22  by  12  feet  in  dimensions.  Eighteen  feet  in  length  is  par- 
titioned off  for  a  kitchen,  which  is  furnished  with  a40-gallon  caldron 
and  the  requisite  kitchen  and  table  furniture.  The  barracks  are  suffi- 
ciently heated  by  two  coal  stoves  in  each.  The  bedding  is  well  aired 
each  day,  and  the  police  and  discipline,  as  well  as  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  men,  is  admirable.  Here,  however,  commendation  must 
cease.  The  camp  grounds  are  but  poorly  policed.  Some  excuse  exists 
for  this  in  view  of  the  very  severe  weather  of  late,  the  lack  of  trans- 
portation, and  the  utter  want  of  drainage.  A  feeble  attempt  has  been 
made  to  drain  the  camp,  which  is,  however,  entirely  inadequate  to  its 
purpose.  I^ear  the  southwest  corner  of  the  prison  inclosure  is  a  small 
marsh  which  receives  the  surface  drainage  of  the  adjacent  portion  of 
tlie  island  and  into  it  the  camp  drain  empties.  At  the  present  season 
this  marsh  causes  no  greater  evil  than  inconvenience  in  crossing  it,  but 
ill  warm  weather  it  will  become  a  hotbed  of  miasma.  Plans  for  effectu- 
ally draining  both  this  and  the  camp  have  been  approved  and  will  be 
described  presently.  The  present  means  of  water  supply  are  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  camp.  On  the  northern  shore 
of  the  island,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  inclosure,  is  placed  a  steam 
pump  which  forces  the  water  through  a  3-inch  wooden  supply  pipe  into 
four  cisterns,  two  outside  the  inclosure  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  and 
two  inside  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners.  There  is  also  an  artesian  well 
of  9-inch  bore  and  125  feet  depth  just  inside  the  west  gate  of  the  prison. 
The  present  loi-atiou  of  the  water-works  is  such  as  to  render  the  river 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island  useless  to  the  prison  for  all  purposes  of 
drainage.  In  the  plan  approved  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  steam 
puin[)  to  a  point  on  the  shore  some  distance  east  of  the  inclosure,  and 
to  run  from  it  a  Oinch  iron  supply  pipe  to  a  reservoir  100  feet  square 
(capacity,  1,800,000  gallons),  placed  on  a  knoll  about  300  feet  south  of 
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the  inclosnre  and  with  an  elevatioib  of  40  feet  above  low-watdr  marl^  • 
from  which  the  prison,  prison  hospital,  garrison,  and  post  hospital  may? 
be  supplied  by  means  of  hydrants  placed  in  convenient  locations.  The- 
elevation  of  the  reservoir  will  give  a  sufiBcient  head  of  water  to 
tbrow  a  stream  over  any  building  in  the  camp  in  case  of  Are.  A 
slightly  elevated  ridge  runs  east  and  west  through  the  center  of  the 
camp,  and  dividing  it  into  two  etiual  portions  for  drainage.  The 
southern  portion  it  is  proposed  to  drain  by  means  of  a  sewer  lead- 
ing into  the  main  one,  by  which  the  above-mentioned  marsh  is 
to  be  drained  into  a  natural  ravine  running  to  the  river  on 
the  south  side  of  the  island.  The  prison  sti'eets  are  to  be  graded 
and  furnished  with  surface  drains  leading  into  the  main  sewer. 
In  the  north  avenue  it  is  proposed  to  build  an  open  sewer  of  masonry, 
over  which  are  to  be  built  the  sinks,  allowing  the  soil  to  be  carried  off 
by  a  stream  of  water  constantly  flowing  from  the  reservoir  through  the 
sewer  On  either  side  the  sewer  are  to  be  built  the  wash-houses,  to  be 
supplied  with  water  and  drained  into  the  sewer,  which  is  to  empty  into 
the  river  below  low-water  mark,  and  to  be  efficiently  protected  from 
being  used  by  the  prisoners  as  a  means  of  escape.  A  copy  of  this  plan 
has  already  been  sent  to  Washington,  and  will,  I  hope,  meet  your 
approval  and  that 'of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  for  it  or  some 
similar  plan  is  most  necessary.  There  is  at  present  no  prison  hospital, 
prison  barracks  being  now  used  for  that  purpose.  I  have  approved  a 
plan,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  for  your  approval.  I  liave 
carefully  reconnoitered  the  island  and  selected  a  site  about  ")00  feet 
south  of  the  inclosnre  and  west  of  the  reservoir.  The  ground  is  ele- 
vated and  can  be  readily  drained  into  the  marsh  sewer  and  is  suffi- 
ciently near  the  reservoir  to  receive  a  supply  of  water.  Captain 
Reynolds,  in  anticipation  of  the  authorization  of  the  building  by  the 
(Quartermaster's  Department,  has  already  begun  the  cleaning  of  the 
ground.  The  most  urgent  necessity  exists  for  the  speedy  completion 
of  this  building.  The  smallpox  hospital  is  located  on  the  south  shore 
of  the  island,  directly  opposite  the  prison,  and  at  present  consists  of  3 
barracks,  each  12!)  by  '22  by  12  feet  in  dimensions  and  accommodating 
42  beds  in  each,  and  3  small  dwelling  houses,  unfit  for  any  use  at  all, 
except  for  kitchens  or  wash-houses.  Three  additional  barracks  of  the 
same  dimensions  as  the  above  are  in  process  of  erection  by  my  direc- 
tion. There  are  now  over  100  cases  of  smallpox  within  the  prison 
inclosnre,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  they  should  be 
removed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  inclose  an  application*  to  the 
Surgeon  General  for  the  assignment  of  a  capable  medical  officer  to  the 
charge  at  Rock  Island,  which,  if  it  meets  your  approbation,  please 
approve  and  forward  to  the  Surgeon-General's  Office.  I  leave  to-night 
lor  Springfield,  111. 

Very  respectfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
tSurgeon  and  Actitu/  Medical  Inspector  of  Frisonem  of  War. 


Office  CoMnissAEY-tiENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washimjton,  I).  C,  February  13,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

Commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Point  Lookout,  Md.: 
(rENERAL:  On  yesterday,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
addressed  a  telegram  to  Major-General  Butler,  commissioner  forexchange. 
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requesting  him  to  ordeu  General  M.  Jeff., Thompson,  one  of  the  rebel 
oificers  recently  arrived  at  Point  Lookout  from  Johnson'*  Island,  to 
Fort  Delaware,  bat  seeing  a  notice  in  the  newspapers  to-day  that  Gen- 
eral Butler  has  goae  to  New  York,  and  receiving  no  reply  to  my  tele- 
gram, I  am  led  to  believe  that  he  did  not  receive  the  order,  and  I  have 
respectfully  to  request  you  will  send  General  Thompson,  under  a  suit^ 
able  guard,  to  Fort  Delaware,  to  be  delivered  to  General  Schoepf,  com- 
manding that  post.    Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners.  - 


House  of  Representatives,  [C.  S.,]  February  13,  1864. 
Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Quartermaster'' h  and  Commissary  Departments. 

The  Committee  on  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  11th  December  last,  viz — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departnienta 
iniiiiire  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  allegation  that  the  Yankee  prisoners  in 
our  bands  have  not  been  adequately  supplied  with  food,  and  report  to  this  House 
as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  end  that  the  character  of  our  Government  may  be 
ertectually  vindicated  in  the  premises,  and  lensnre,  if  any  be  doe,  be  visited  upon 
those  who  deserve  it,  and  also  why  our  own  soldiers  have  uot  been  better  provided 
with  food. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  committee  also  inquire  and  report  whether  the  sama- 
rations  have  been  furnished  prisoners  captured  from  the  enemy  that  taaTe  been  fur- 
nished our  own  soldiers — 

beg  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

By  the  regulations  of  the  War  Department  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  to  subsist  prisoners  of  war.  The  prisoners  were 
subsisted  from  purchases  of  provisions  made  by  Gapt.  J.  Warner,  acting 
assistant  quartermaster  on  the  stall' of  Brigadier-General  Winder,  com- 
mandant of  the  Department  of  Henrico,  and  a.ssigned  to  that  special 
duty. 

The  regulation  requiring  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  subsist 
prisoners  of  war  is  still  in  force,  but  by  an  arrangement  made  between 
the  Quartermaster-General  and  the  Commissary-General,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  agreed  and  understood  that  the 
purchases  by  tht;  Quartermasters  Department  for  the  subsistence  of 
prisoners  of  war  should  thereafter  be  made  from  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment.   This  arrangement  was  entered  into  in  the  month  of  August,  1863. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  before  your  committee  that  the  induce- 
ment to  this  arrangement  that  the  purchases  made  by  Captain  Warner 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  [)risoners  of  war  prior  to  the  date  above 
mentioned  were  not  confined  to  schedule  prices  under  his  instructions 
from  tlie  Quartermaster  General,  whilst  in  no  instance  were  the  pur- 
chases made  on  account  of  the  Subsistence  Department,  under  orders 
from  the  Commissary- General,  allowed  to  exceed  the  prices  enumerated 
in  the  schedule. 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  to  the  extent  of  purchases  of  subsist- 
ence necessary  for  the  prisoners  the  Qnartermaster's  and  Subsistence 
Departments  were  brought  into  competition  in  the  market,  with  every 


'A 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.    951 

advantage  of  procuring  subsistence  in  favor  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  thus  furnishing  better  subsistence  to  the  prisoners  of  war 
than  to  our  own  soldiers  in  the  field. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangement  already  adverted  to  uniform  prices 
for  subsistence  furnished  alike  to  prisoners  of  war  and  our  soldiers  iu 
tlie  field  were  established,  and  the  advantage  of  better  and  fuller 
rations  for  prisoners  than  were  furnished  our  soldiers  iu  the  field  was 
ol)viated. 

Entire  harmony  between  Captain  Warner,  us  commissary  of  prisons, 
and  the  Subsistence  Department  was  not,  bowever,  established,  inas- 
much as  the  Commissary-lieneral  demanded  that  re(iuisition3  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  prisoners  should  be  made  by  liim  in  accordance 
with  form  No.  2,  the  vouchers  adopted  bv  the  Subsistence  Department. 
With  this  rcqiiirenient  Captain  Warner  made  ubjectioiis. 

An  order,  however,  from  the  Quartermaster  General,  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  required  him  to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  Sub- 
sistence Department  m  his  requisitions  for  rations. 

For  a  more  perfect  understanding  of  the  subject  it  is  perhajis  neces- 
sary to  state  that  all  requisitions  for  subsistence  drawn  from  the  Sub- 
sistence Dei)artment  were  directed  by  the  Commissary-General  to 
Ca()taiu  Forbes,  the  issuing  commissary. 

In  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  (Quartermaster's  Department  for 
subsistence  to  be  furnished  ])risoiiers  it  was  understood  between  Cap- 
tain Warner  anil  Captain  Forbes  that  the  rations  of  meat  should  be  of 
fresh  beef,  when  Captain  Forbes  could  supply  it.  and  when  beef  was  not 
fo  be  had  the  requisitions  fur  meat  rations  should  be  tilled  by  supplies 
(if  bacon,  bulk  p(.)rk,  or  salt  beef.  The  butcher  t'ov  the  Subsistence 
Department  in  Kichmond  was  a  certain  George  R.  Wilson,  upon  whom 
orders  were  given  by  Captain  Furbes  to  supply  rations  of  beef,  under 
the  requisitions  made  by  Ca])tain  Warner. 

It  apiieais  from  the  statement  of  Wilson,  herewith  submitted,  that 
orilers  were  drawn  ujioii  him  for  fresh  Ijeef,  iu  favor  of  (Aii)tain  Warner, 
on  the  1st,  0th,  8th,  ilth,  l.ith,  I'Oth,  L'lst,  I'L'd.  and  Ski  days  of  Novem- 
ber, which  were  not  tilled  because  the  supply  of  beef  on  hand  was  not 
more  than  suthcient  to  meet  the  requisitions  for  the  hospitals;  and  by 
an  order  from  the  CommissaryGeiieral  he  was  directed,  in  the  event  of 
the  scarcity  of  beef,  first  to  till  the  requisitions  for  the  hospitals  con- 
taining the  sick  and  wounded,  to  the  exclusion  of  prisoners  of  war  and 
our  own  soldiers  on  duty  at  this  post. 

It  further  appears  that  when  tlie  prisoners  of  war  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond were  either  upon  short  rations  of  meat  or  de|ui\ed  of  the  meat 
lation  altogether  our  own  soldiers  shared  the  same  privation.  And  it 
further  appears  from  the  evidence  that  when  the  meat  rations  were 
short  <U'  altogether  withdrawn  d(juble  rations  of  bread  and  vegetables 
were  furnished  to  the  prisoners. 

Vour  committee,  theretbre.  feel  authorized  to  state  that  the  complaint 
that  the  prisoners  sutfeied  trom  beiiii;  ile[)ri\ed  of  a  sufticieucy  of  food 
IS  entirely  without  foundation. 

Your  committee  feel  fully  warranted  in  making  the  statement  that 
it  the  meat  ration  for  prisoners  of  war  was  at  any  tune  short,  or  wholly 
unsupplied.  the  tact  is  attributable  rather  to  the  relentless  and  unchris- 
tian mode  of  warfare  adopted  by  our  enemies  in  the  wholesale  pillage 
of  private  [iroperty,  and  the  reckless  and  indiscriminate  destruction  of 
all  supplies  wlierever  tbnnd  by  them  iu  the  hands  of  loyal  citizens  of 
these  Confederate  States,  than  to  any  culpable  negleit  iqion  the  part 
of  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  subsisting  them. 
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It  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  that  when  Wilson  was  unable 
to  meet  the  orders  of  Forbes  to  fill  the  requisitions  made  upon  him  by- 
Captain  Warner  for  fresh  beef  that  Captain  Warner,  or  any  one  else,  in 
more  than  two  instances,  applied  to  Captain  Forbes  for  meat  rations  of 
bacon,  bulk  pork,  or  salt  beef,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  agreement 
already  adverted  to. 

In  justice  to  Captain  Warner  it  should  be  stated  that  be  informed 
Captain  Turner,  the  coiumandant  of  the  prisons,  tliat  he  (Captain  War- 
uer)  could  not  procure  rations  of  beef  at  the  times  Wilson  states  he  was 
unable  to  meet  the  orders  of  Captain  Forbes;  that  Captain  Turner 
reported  the  facts  to  General  Winder,  and  General  Winder  appears  to 
have  referred  them  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  Commissary-General  had  any 
information  from  any  quarter  that  the  prisoners  of  war  were  not  pro- 
vided with  meat  rations  on  the  days  designated. 

These  are  the  material  facts  collated  from  a  mass  of  testimony  so  far 
as  applicable  to  the  condition  of  prisoners  of  war  held  in  custoily  in  the 
city  of  Eichinond. 

Your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  censure  either  of  the  officers  con- 
nected with  the  care,  custody,  and  subsistence  of  prisoners  of  war 
under  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  regulations  upon  the  (Quartermas- 
ter's Department;  nor  is  your  committee  able  to  perceive  in  what 
respect  the  Commissary-General  has  tailed  in  the  performance  of  any 
duty  devolved  upon  him  under  the  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  Quartermaster-General  and  Commissary-General. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WALTER  PRESTON, 

Chairman. 


Washington  City,  February  14,  1864— 12.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Comchj.   Dept.  of  Virginia  and  X.  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

Yesterday's  Intelligencer  contains  an  account  of  a  recent  interview 
between  Mr.  Fulton,  of  the  Baltimore  American,  and  Commissioner 
Uuld,  at  City  Point,  in  which  the  latter  stated  that,  with  a  view  of 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  on  lioth  sides,  he  had  made 
a  proi)osition  to  this  (rovernment  two  weeks  previous  that  a  number  of 
our  surgeons  should  be  allowed  to  pass  through  their  lines  to  visit  and 
remain  with  our  prisoners  wherever  they  might  be,  and  with  full  liberty 
of  the  city,  and  permission  to  go  to  any  point  when  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  They  would  also  be  allowed  to  act  as 
commissaries  for  the  prisoners,  and  to  order  through  the  lines  such  stores 
as  they  might  deem  necessary  and  to  receive  an(l  distribute  them.  In 
return  he  had  asked  that  the  same  privilege  be  granted  to  their  side, 
and  expressed  surprise  at  not  receiving  any  reply,  No  proposition  of 
this  nature  having  been  received  here  the  Secretary  of  War  directs 
that  you  report  whether  that  or  any  other  proposition  from  that  source, 
not  submitted  to  this  Department,  has  been  received  by  you;  and  if 
so.  to  submit  them  without  delay. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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War  Department,  February  14,  1864. 
General  Lockwood: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  General  Trimble,  a  prisoner  of  war 
from  Johnson's  Island,  one  of  tlie  party  arriving  this  morning  at  Balti- 
more, be  sent  to  J^'ort  Delaware.     Please  reply. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


[FEBRrAKT  I4r-16,  18()4. — For  correspondence  of  Butler.  West,  and 
Wistar.  relating  to  the  escape  of  Union  prisoners  from  Libby  Prison, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX  III,  pp.  559-560.] 


Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  February  15,  lf^64. 
(Colonel  Richardson:] 

Colonel:  1  have  thehimor  to  submit  to  you  the  followins:  application, 
viz,  that  the  parole  of  honor  given  by  me  on  tlie  3d  of  February,  l.s(i4, 
ami  accepted  by  Col.  William  Wallace,  then  commandant  of  Camp  Chase, 
be  revoked,  and  that  I  be  sent  to  the  Ohio  State  Prison  or  to  the  ])rison 
in  which  the  prisoners  of  war  now  coiiflued  in  tiie  (Jhio  State  Prison 
shall  be  confined  at  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this  application. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BASIL  W.  DUKE. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  Chase,  February  18,  lSfJ4. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  Washington.  D.  C. 

W.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Ticenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Seroud  inilorsement. ] 

Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  1!>,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 
I  ho[ie  his  request  will  be  granted. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Major-General. 

(Third  indoraement] 

Office  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

Watihintjton.  February  2:1,  1861. 
Respectfallv  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  instructions. 

\V.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  (ind  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

iFuurtli  mdorsenu-nt.l 

If  approved,  should  be  sent  to  some  other  prison. 

'Filtli 


The  Secretary  of  War  decides  that  the  parole  of  Basil  W.  Duke  be 
canceled  on  his  giving  himself  up,  and  that  he  be  sent  to  tlie  State 
prison  or  penitentiary  at  Columbus,  and  that  immediately  thereafter  he 
be  transferred  to  Fort  Delaware. 


954  pris0nee3  op  war  and  state,  etc. 

Office  Cojimissaet-Geneeal  op  Peisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaicare,  Del.: 

Geneeal:  I  b.ive  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  direction  of  the 
Secretarj'  of  War  General  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  of  the  rebel  army,  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  has  been  ordered  to  be  sent  from  Point  Lookout  to  Foi t 
Delaware.  It  is  desirable  that  some  airangemeut  should  be  made  by 
which  he  can  be  held  separate  from  the  enlisted  prisoners. 

By  direction  ot  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  respectfully  to  request 
that  you  will  send  Private  Alvin  J.  Barren,  Company  I,  Thirty-second 
Virginia,  under  a  suitable  guard,  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  report  to  Major- 
Geueral  Butler,  commissioner  for  exchange. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  CoimissARYGENERAL  of  Prisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  15,  1S64. 
Brig.  (len.  H.  D.  Terey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Sandusky,  Ohio: 
General:  In  reply  to  your  reference  of  the  letter  of  Colonel  Pier- 
son,  commaniling  the  depot,  in  relation  to  the  exposure  to  violence  of 
prisoners  of  war  who  desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  lam  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  he  wishes  you  to  have  all  prison- 
ers informed  who  desire  to  return  to  their  allegiance  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  able  to  protect  them  from  violence  from  any  ([uarter  growing 
out  of  the  expression  of  their  Union  sentiments,  and  that  such  protec- 
tion will  be  alforded  them.  He  will  not  consent  that  they  be  removed 
to  any  other  prison  where  they  will  be  less  exposed  to  harsh  treatment 
from  their  companions  for  their  desire  to  abandon  the  rebel  cause.  He 
prefers  that  they  should  declare  themsehes  loyal,  and  he  will  protect 
them  in  it. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  an  officer  may  be  detailed  to  take  charge, 
as  treasurer,  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  prisoners  of  war.  I'his 
money  has  heretofore  l)een  in  the  hands  of  the  commander  of  the  depot, 
whose  other  duties  do  not  allow  him  time  to  attend  to  it  properly.  The 
prison  fund  is  a  different  matter,  for  which  the  commissary  is  the  proper 
treasurer. 

Verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


OFI-'ICE    COMitlSSAEV-CrENEKAL    OF    PRISONERS, 

Wdahinijton,  D.  C,  February  15,  1664. 
MaJ.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler. 

Ciimmissioner  for  K.rchaiige,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
(rENERAL:  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  instructed 
tlie  commanders  of  tlic  vaiimis  stations  wliere  i)risoneis  of  war  are  liekl 
to  periliit  no  artiile  of  food  to  lie  delivered  to  them.  The  Government 
furnishes  them  with  an  abundance  to  eat,  and  the  delivery  of  boxes  of 
eatables  from  their  friends  is  attended  \\ith  much  inconvenience  to  com- 
manders, creates  dissatisfactinn  ainons,'  those  who  receive  nothing,  and 
gives  opportunity  for  sympathizers  to  >how  their  interest  in  rebels. 
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Clothiug  is  limited  to  specified  articles,  which  can  be  furnished  only 
by  near  relatives. 

To-day  I  have  received  from  General  Marston  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
addressed  to  Mrs.  Mary  R.  Phinter,  of  Baltimore,  by  Colonel  Shatter, 
chief  of  atatt",  in  which,  by  order,  he  in  forms  her  that  he  has  no  objection 
to  small  boxes  of  provisions  being  received  at  Point  Lookout;  and 
1  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  the  system  indicated  in  Colonel 
Sliatfer's  letter  will  be  authori/^ed,  or  shall  the  regulations  now  in  force 
continue  to  be  observed  ? 

I  have  today  ordered  Private  Alvin  J.  Barren,  Company  I,  Thirty- 
second  Virginia,  to  bo  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  to  report  to  you. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  HOFFMA:^f, 
Colonel   Third   Infantry  and  Comminsarif-Gcneral  of  Prisoners. 


Cffice  Comjiissionee  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  i.J,  1S64. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Riehmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  Capt.  Edward  E.  Chase,  First 
Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  who  was  captured  in  \'irginia  about  eiglit 
months  since  and  until  lately  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  has  been  sent 
along  with  the  other  commissioned  officers,  bj^  order  of  your  authorities, 
to  Salisbury,  IST.  C,  and  sentenced  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  at 
that  place,  in  retaliation  (it  is  said)  for  the  treatment  of  three  Con- 
federate otMcers  in  Missouri. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  at  once  inform  me  if  such  is 
the  case;  and  if  it  should  prove  true  that  you  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  officer  relieved  from  such  indignities,  as  there  are  no 
Confederate  otticers  in  our  hands  subjected  to  similar  treatment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Fxchanye. 


Office  Commissary  (Jenekal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  l>.  ('.,  February  13,  18H-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  BuRKE, 

Commanding   Fort  Lafayette,  Xew  York  ITarbor: 
Please  inform  me  by  whose  autliority  visitors  are  i)ermitted  to  see 
prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

W.  HOF7MAN, 
Commifisary-General  of  Frixonvis. 


FwRT  Lafayette,  New  Vurk  Harbor, 

February   i:>.  Is64. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissary-Genmil  if  f'risoners  : 

Visitors  are  permitted  to  see  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post  by  order 
of  Major-Geueral  Dix,  commanding  Department  of  tlie  East,  and 
Brigadier-General  Staunard,  commantiing  U.  S.  troops.  New  Vork  City 
and  Harbor. 

MARTIN  BfJRKE, 
Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Contuuuuling. 
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[Indorsement.] 

This  is  Colonel  Burke's  reply  to  my  dispatch.     I  send  it  that  yea 
may  understand  the  whole  matter. 

W.  HOFFMAJ^^. 


FOET  MoNKOE,  Va.,  February  16,  1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  <>/  War : 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  interview  between  Fulton  and  Com- 
missioner Ould  at  City  Point  is  received.  I  will  write  and  inclose  the 
communication  of  Ould  upon  that  subject.  I  looked  upon  it  when 
made  to  me  as  an  attempt  to  get  the  Government  to  take  action 
through  communications  that  should  ignore  me,  and  as  a  proposition 
for  diplomatic  entanglement.  The  Virginia  Legislature  has  passed 
resolutions  requesting  the  Confederate  Government  to  treat  with  me. 
I  have  strong  hopes  of  opening  negotiations  with  regard  to  exchange. 

BEN  J.  F.  BCTTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  February  16,  1364. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Sr ANTON,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Ou  the  tiag  of-truce  boat  which  came  in  on  the  the  27th  of  .Jan  u- 
ary  I  received  the  inclosed  proposition  from  Commissioner  Ould  In 
relation  to  the  attendance  by  their  own  surgeons  of  the  prisoners  who 
were  sick  on  either  side.* 

That  communication  was  addressed  to  General  Hitchcock,  and  of 
course  ignored  my  appointment  in  the  matter  of  exchange. 

As  there  has  never  been  any  complaint  ou  the  part  of  Confederate 
prisoners  of  war  in  our  hands  that  they  have  not  received  proper  sur- 
gical and  hospital  treatment,  and  as  no  pretense  has  been  raised  by 
the  Confederate  authorities  to  that  effect,  and  as  on  our  side  we  have 
received  less  complaint  of  the  treatment  by  the  rebels  of  our  prisoners 
ill  hospitals  than  elsewhere,  and  so,  as  I  have  liad  occasion  to  know,  the 
treatment  in  the  hospitals  by  the  rebels  of  our  soldiers  prisoners  in 
their  hands  having  been  reasonably  proper  and  suthcient,  I  was 
induced  to  look  with  some  care  for  the  motive  which  should  require  at 
this  time  tliis  proposition  from  Commissioner  Ould. 

Acting  under  what  1  believed  to  be  your  instructions,  whatever  prop- 
osition looking  to  more  than  the  ordinary  routine  of  matters  carried  on 
by  tiag  of  truce  would  not  have  been  received  or  acted  upon.  Of 
course,  therefore,  I  did  not  forward  it. 

But,  siipposing  It  had  been  properly  addressed,  it  seemed  to  me  that 
it  was  a  proposition  intended  to  put  us  in  the  condition  of  admitting 
that  our  treatment  of  their  prisoners  was  similar,  and  required  like 
remedies  to  meet  the  case  as  their  own;  or,  in  other  words,  that  we 
were  to  admit  to  the  world  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  them  to  send 
their  surgeons  to  take  care  of  their  sick  soldiers  in  our  hands — an 
admission  1  shoukl  be  veiy  slow  to  make. 

The  second  part  of  the' proposition — that  these  surgeons  might  act 
as  commissaries  in  delivering  food,  money,  clothing,  and  medicines  for- 
warded for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners — not  being  accompanied  by  any 

•  S.-e  Oalil  to  Hitchcock,  January  24,  p.  871. 
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offer  to  retract  the  order  of  rejection  of  all  supplies  furnished,  either 
by  corporate  bodies,  sanitary  commissions,  States,  or  the  Government, 
and  as  Commissioner  Quid  has  over  and  over  again  assured  the  assist- 
ant commissioner  of  exchange  that  all  private  relief  was  duly  for- 
warded for  distribution,  and  as  our  own  men  and  officers  are  now  acting 
as  commissaries  of  distribution  in  tlie  rebel  camps  for  such  supplies  as 
are  in  fact  forwarded,  there  was  another  motive  for  this  paper  than 
what  appeared  upon  its  face. 

Again,  this  paper  came  to  me  at  the  same  time  with  the  information 
that  the  Virginia  Legislature  were  discussing  and  about  passing  (and, 
as  I  am  now  informed,  have  passed)  a  resolution  requesting  the  Con- 
federate authorities  to  recognize  the  agent  of  exchange  appointed  by 
this  Government.  And  knowing  as  I  do  that  tliis  action  was  taken  by 
the  Virginia  Legislature  because  of  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon 
them  fiom  the  supposed  ill- treatment  which  their  i)risoners  would 
receive  and  were  leceiving  at  my  hands;  and  taken  also  in  connection 
witli  the  fact  tliat  to  relieve  that  pressure  every  newspaper  in  the  Con- 
federacy was  publishing  reports  of  how  well  the  Confederate  prisoners 
in  our  hands  were  treated,  it  seemed  quite  certain  that  this  proposition 
was  made — 

First.  For  the  purpose  of  having  this  Government  weaken  its  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  sustaining  tlie  present  agent  of  exchange  by  adopting 
what  on  the  first  blnsh  appeared  to  be  a  humane  measure,  sent  through 
other  channels  than  through  me,  precisely  as  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties weakened  their  own  position  of  refusing  to  negotiate  with  uie — by 
having  treated  with  me  in  regard  to  vaccine  matters,  while  they  reim- 
diate  me  as  an  agent  of  exchange. 

Second.  For  the  purpose  of  getting  an  acknowledgment  to  the  conn 
try  and  for  use  abroad  that  because  of  neglect  of  their  soldiers  in  our 
hands  there  was  some  need  that  their  own  surgeons  should  be  sent  to 
them. 

Third.  To  be  able  to  answer  the  pressure  which  is  now  bearing  upon 
them  to  have  tlie  exchange  go  on  by  suggesting  to  their  frightened 
brothers  and  sisters,  fathers  and  mothers,  that  the  sick  in  our  hands 
would  now  have  the  treatment  of  their  own  Confederate  surgeons,  and 
thereby  relieve  the  Confederate  Government  from  the  pressure  to  have 
the  exchange  go  on  and  to  recede  from  the  position  taken  by  them. 

Therefore  I  had  thought  and  belie\ed  that  until  some  further  action 
should  be  had  by  Coiiunissioiier  Oiild  on  behalf  of  his  Government  in 
regard  to  the  exchange  that  this  proiiositiou  should  not  be  e\  en  con- 
sidered, because  I  know  that  its  consideration  will  weaken  the  position 
of  the  Government,  and  that  if  we  can  hold  to  the  position  taken  by 
us,  which  is  justilied  by  the  i)risoners  themselves  in  Kiehiuond,  and 
which  justities  itself  to  the  world,  that  the  infallible  result  will  be  that 
we  shall  get  such  terms  as  are  honorable  to  us  in  this  matter  of 
exchange,  as  against  these  Confederates. 

If  no  action  is  based  upon  newspaper  reports,  and  if  newspa[)er  men 
can  be  kept  from  interfering  with  the  extdiange  for  ]uirposes  of  their 
own  self-glorification,  I  believe  that  within  the  week  I  shall  have  jier- 
sonal  conference  with  the  ('onfederate  commissioner  upon  all  tliese 
subjects  and  arrange  most  of  them  satisfactorily,  provideil  nothing  is 
done  which  shall  weaken  the  belief  that  unless  exchange  is  efl'ected 
the  sternest  and  severest  retaliation  will  be  worked  out. 

For  I  have  no  doubt  that,  if  that  measure  of  rcraliatiou  which  I  sug- 
gested was  now  being  carried  (uit,  instead  of  the  first  •>'iO  prisoners 
having   just    arrived   at  Point  Lookout,  after   months  of  delay,  the 
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exchange  -would  go  tbrwird  iu  such  a  mauner  as  to  give  us  every  sol- 
dier, black  and  white,  that  they  have  in  their  hands. 

Upon  the  proposition  as  to  surgeons,  however,  1  will  confer  with 
Commissioner  Ould  and  report  further;  and  in  the  meantime  I  beg 
that  no  further  action  will  be  had  by-the  Government. 

I  wish  further  to  add  that  I  understand  that  Mr.  Fulton's  statements 
iu  regard  to  his  conversation  with  Commissioner  Ould  must  be  taken 
with  some  grains  of  allowance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Go  mmandin  (j. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  February  16,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  :\r.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  Colonel  McCreery,  of  Michigan,  one  of  our  escaped  prisouers, 
will  hand  you  a  dispatch  and  give  you  such  information  about  our 
prisoners"  fare  and  treatment  as  will  demonstrate  the  necessity  of 
retaliation  if  I  do  not  succeed  in  starting  the  exchange  which  I  hope 
to  do. 

Yours,  truly, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  U,  8.  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Richmond 
Examiner  sent  herewith. 

[Inclo3ure.] 
[From  the  Daily  Exammer   Friday  morning.  February  12,  1864.] 

Some  extremes  of  abasement  there  are  to  which  our  Government 
will  not  degrade  this  Confederacy.  For  example,  we  shall  be  slow  to 
believe  that  it  would  ever  ask  an  officer  bearing  a  Confederate  commis- 
sion— let  us  say  Judge  Ould — to  meet  on  terms  of  equality  and  to  treat 
about  exchange  of  prisoners  with  a  negro  colonel  of  a  Massachusetts 
regiment.  If  President  Lincoln  should  signify  that  he  is  ready  to 
permit  a  new  negotiation  to  be  entered  upon,  with  a  view  to  exchange, 
provided  we  send  our  commissioner  to  settle  the  terms  with  Frederick 
Douglass  or  with  Colonel  Porapey,  on  the  part  of  tiie  other  belligerent, 
we  presume  that  our  Executive  would  decline.  At  any  rate,  our  sol- 
diers now  ill  Northern  prisons  would  feel  bitterly  humiliated  by  the 
thought  of  their  freedom  or  captivity  depending  on  such  a  negotiation. 
No;  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Government  of  our  country  will  ever 
bring  us  down  to  this. 

But  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  is  not  of  our  opinion.  There  is  no 
depth  of  degradation,  it  is  said,  that  they  are  not  willing  and  eager  to 
plunge  us  into  iu  "  secret  session."  No  wonder  it  was  in  "secret  ses- 
sion'' that  some  person  or  persons,  to  us  unknown,  have  moved  and 
advocated,  and  carried  through  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  a  reso- 
lution in  the  nature  of  a  i)etitioii  to  the  President,  requesting  him  to 
accept,  as  Federal  agent  of  exchange,  not  even  the  mulatto  Frederick, 
or  the  wretched  runaway  slave  Pompey,  but  a  person  whom  the  Presi- 
dent has  officially  proclaimed  "  a  feion  deserving  of  capital  punish- 
ment"— ••an  outlaw  or  common  enemy  of  mankind,"  a  criminal  wlio, 
wherever  he  shall  be  caught,  ••  is  to  be  executed  by  hanging."  Such 
is  the  language  of  the  proclamation  of  Mr.  Davis,  dated  -3d  of  Decern 
ber,  l.SOJ.' 
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Virginia  legislators — if  this  story  be  not  a  base  calumny — ask  the 
Coufedi^rate  (lovernmenb  to  appoint  an  honorable  gentleman  who  shall 
treat  of  the  destinies  of  many  thousands  of  good  citizens  with  a  •'  mur- 
derer" (see  the  above  proclamation);  with  a  man  who  has  plundered 
the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  Sew  Orleans,  by  extorting  money  under  a 
threat  of  putting  them  to  hard  labor  with  ball  and  chain;  with  a 
crei'ture  who  ordered  his  officers  and  men  to  use  Southern  ladies  as 
women  of  the  town;  with  a  man  who  has  uirned  public  war  into  a 
inichinerv  of  thievery:  who  has  carried  on  hostdities  in  a  manner 
••beariu"  no  resemblance''  (says  the  proclamation)  "to  such  warfare 
as  is  permissible  by  the  rules  of  international  law  or  the  usages  of 
civilization  "'  This  'is  the  kind  of  miscreant  whom  Virginia  legislators, 
it  is  said,  think  good  enough  to  meet  Judge  <  )uld.  But  the  statement 
is,  we  trust,  a  b;ise  calumny.  Another  most  diabolical  calumny  has 
been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  mean  suggestion 
which  the  enemies  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  atlirm  that  they  have 
made  u>  the  President.  It  is  that  the  continued  suspension  ot  the 
exchange,  and  the  diligent  representations  made  to  the  Coutederate 
prisoners  of  their  captivity  being  perpetuated  by  their  own  tnends  on 
a  mere  •'  (luestion  of  etiquette,'"  are  inducing  tliem  in  multitudes  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  their  enemies,  and  enter  into  their  enemies 
service,  in  order  to  invade  and  lay  waste  their  own  homes.  This  we 
pronounce  a  wicked  and  cowardly  calumny  against  absent  men.  It 
there  be  amongst  so  great  a  number  a  few  miserable  beings  who  have 
done  so  base  an  act  our  cause  is  better  without  them;  but  as  to  the 
great  bodv  of  our  captive  friends  we  pronounce  the  story  a  vile  inven- 
tion to  palliate  the  cowardice  of  certain  creatures  at  home,  who  feel 
that  they  would  swear  anything  and  unswear  it  again  under  such  a 
pressure. 

And  still  another  odious  calumny  hovers  over  and  darkens  this  bad 
affair.  It  is  given  out  that  the  President  has  almost  invited  the 
strange  action  ot  the  Virginia  Legislature.  We  hope  that  this  is 
incredible.  Here  is  a  wretch  not  only  denounced  as  a  felon  by  our 
own  Government,  but  blasted  by  the  unanimous  execration  of  the 
whole  world,  and  even  by  all  decent  persons  of  his  own  nation,  and  the 
enem\''s  Government,  for  that  very  reason,  and  with  no  other  object 
than  to  bully  us  and  liumiliate  us  and  compel  us  to  eat  dirt,  demands 
that  be.  and  no  other,  is  the  person  we  shall  treat  with  in  such  a 
momentous  affair.  The  Confederates  themselves  are  to  rehabilitate  his 
character  and  be  his  vouchers  and  security  as  an  honorable  man.  It  is 
the  most  audacious  and  insolent  attempt  yet  made  to  force  us  to 
acknowledge  ourselves  criminals  and  rebels,  who  have  not  even  the 
rights  of  belligerents.  And  now  we  are  to  be  told  that  the  President 
has  even  signified  his  wish  to  be  requested  to  belie  himself  and  contra- 
dict himself  and  acknowledge  that  he  had  committed  an  ai-t  of  empty 
presumption  in  deiioiuicing  so  illustrious  a  •■  major-geiifial "  as  a  felon 
and  enemy  of  the  human  race'. 

But  what  do  onr  unhappv  legislators  imagine  we  shall  gam  if  we 
commit  this  filthy  action"?  We  are  lujt  offered,  even  on  this  condition, 
a  renewal  of  the  exi'hange  on  the  terms  of  the  cartel.  The  eiieiny  only 
say  to  us.  accept  Butler  without  conditions,  and  he  will  tell  you  then 
what  we  are  going  to  do  with  you.  If  we  accept  him  that  is  only  the 
first  step.  We  can  refuse  nothing  after  that  ignominious  concession. 
That  once  yielded,  the  same  reasons  will  be  good  for  aci|aiescing  m 
every  other  condition  they  may  choose  to  impose.  To  hold  onr  own 
recovered  runaway  slaves  as  prisoners  of  war,  to  receive  a  negro  officer 
as  Butler's  lieutenant  on  the  flag  of  truce  boat,  and  account  with  liini 
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for  the  prisoners — there  ia  nothing  of  all  this  that  Lincoln  may  not  exact 
and  ought  not  to  exact  if  he  finds  us  compliant  enough  to  negotiate 
with  the  felon.  The  exchange  will  next  be  stopped  at  the  first  diflB- 
culty  that  arises  upon  any  of  these  points.  The  intention  is  to  compel 
ua  to  certify  to  our  own  disgrace.  Yankee  ingenuity  will  exhaust  itself 
in  the  invention  of  ever  new  and  more  humiliating  conditions,  and 
there  will  be  no  end  of  it  until  we  all  consent  to  crawl  to  the  footstool 
of  Lincoln  with  nandcuffs  on  onr  hands  and  ropes  around  our  necks. 

Far  from  gaining  anything  by  facilitating  the  exchange,  we  shall  lose 
by  it.  The  suspension  of  that  exchange — the  uncertainty  that  hang.s 
over  the  fate  of  the  30,000  prisoners  in  our  bauds — this,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  is  stopi)ing  enlistments  in  the  Yankee  armies.  The  war  was 
child's  play  to  our  enemies  so  long  as  they  could  yield  themselves  pris- 
oners with  a  certainty  of  short  captivity  and  speedy  exchange.  Now, 
they  will  think  twice  over  it.  The  deeper  the  individual  stake,  the 
more  deadly  the  individual  penalty  in  this  war,  the  better  for  us.  If 
it  should  ever  come,  as  come  it  probably  will,  to  a  war  of  extermination, 
we  would  be  the  sole  gainers,  as  tbe  Confederates  would  tight,  must 
tight,  even  on  those  terms,  but  Yankee  troops  most  certainly  would 
not  and  dare  not. 

On  every  ground,  then,  of  dignity,  consistency,  and  expediency  this 
reported  action  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  is  shameful  and  pernicious. 
Wliy  was  it  not  the  Legislature  of  some  other  State  that  conceived  the 
base  idea  ?  Is  there  not  too  much  of  this  secret-session  work  ?  If  more 
such  damaging  rumors  get  abroad  the  people,  and  especially  the  army, 
will  wonder  what  is  the  use  of  a  State  Legislature  and  a  Gonfedeiate 
Congress. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  16,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Otld, 

CommiKsioner  for  Excharifje,  Richmond,  Va. : 
Sir:  Private  William  J.  Boyle,  First  Regiment  New  York  Mounted 
Eitles,  was  tried  aud  convicted  for  murder  nt  tlie  acting  piovostniar- 
shal  in  October  last.  For  humane  motives  the  sentence  was  not  exe- 
cuted. He  made  his  escape  by  colluding  with  a  sentinel  about  the  5th 
instant,  and.  as  we  learn  from  the  papers,  has  reached  Richmond.  As 
this  man  is  a  murderer,  duly  convicted,  it  is  believed  the  Confederate 
authorities  will  not  desire  to  retain  him,  as  a  murderer  is  defined  to  be 
an  enemy  to  all  mankind. 

I  am  willing  to  give  you  any  private  soldier  we  hold  of  yours  in 
exchange  for  Boyle. 

I  inclose  General  Orders,  No.  37,*  containing  the  record  of  Boyle's 
trial  aud  conviction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

BENJ.   F.   BDTLER, 
Major-Gentrai,  U.  iS.  Volunteers,  Comminsioner  for  Fuchantjc. 


Headquarters  LT.  S.  Forces, 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  February  16,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  Commanding  C.  S.  Forces,  cf-c. ; 

General;  By  direction  of  MajorGeneral  Banks,  commanding  the 
U.  S.  forces.  Department  of  theGuif,  1  respectfully  call  your  attentiou 

*  Omitted. 
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to  the  following:  On  or  .about  August  3, 1863,  in  an  affair  at  Jackson 
La.,  between  the  Confederate  forces  under  General  Logan  and  a  detach- 
ment of  IT.  S.  troops,  mostly  colored  men.  several  of  said  colored  troopa 
were  taken  prisoners,  and  it  was  then  reported  that  some  of  them  were 
shot  by  the  Confederate  soldiers  after  capture. 

A  communication  on  the  subject  was  sent  from  tlie  undersigned  to 
General  Logan,  to  which  he  (General  Logan i  replied,  denying  that  any 
such  acts  had  been  committed  under  his  authority.  For  want  of  direct 
and  positive  evidence  of  the  commission  of  the  acts  referred  to  the 
matter  was  for  the  time  allowed  to  rest.  liecently,  however,  a  citizen 
of  Jackson  has  made  the  statement  under  oath  that  the  day  after  the 
affair  at  Jackson  he  saw  Lieutenant  Sliattnck,  of  Scott's  Confederate 
Cavalry,  dismount  from  his  horse  and  deliberately  shoot  dead  a  wounded 
U.  S.  colored  soldier  then  ly;ng  wounded  on  the  ground;  also,  that  he 
heard  said  Lieutenant  Shattuck  say  that  he  had  shot  thirteen  negro 
soldiers  that  day,  and  that  they  took  no  prisoners.  There  was  no 
fighting  on  the  day  referred  to:  also,  that  he  saw  Confederate  soldiers 
taking  other  negro  soldiers  outside  of  town,  as  they  said,  to  shoot  them, 
and  that  he  saw  their  bodies  afterward  on  the  ground,  not  forming  any 
])art  of  the  battletield,  but  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  therefrom,  and  in 
the  direction  in  which  the  negro  soldiers  were  taken  for  the  avowed 
])urp()se  of  shooting  them. 

There  is  also  much  additional  testimony  corroborating  the  foregoing 
statement.  I  cannot  longer  doubt  that  U.  S.  colored  soldiers  cap- 
tured by  the  C.  S.  forces  have  been  deliberately  murdered  after  capture. 
1  am  further  directed  to  inquire  of  you  whether  such  acts  are  or  have 
been  permitted  by  your  otticers  or  other  authorities?  If  such  acts  are 
l>crmitted.  I  have  to  inform  you  that  prompt  retaliation  will  take  place 
iin  the  prisoners  in  our  possession.  If  such  acts  are  unauthorized,  I 
must  demand  the  punishment  of  the  perpetrators.  In  the  interest  of 
humanity  1  trust  you  will  be  able  and  willing  to  give  me  a  satisfactory 
reply. 

I  am,  general,  respectfullv.  vour  obeilient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  ANDREWS, 
Bri(jadiiT-(i,ii,-riiJ  ,>/  Vulunteers.  Commanding. 


Fort  Lafayette.  Xew  York  Harbor. 

Februanj  16,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffmax,  L'.  S.  Army, 

CoDnnissarii-denrnil  of  Prisoun-.s,  Wanhinr/ton,  D.  C. : 
Sir:  In  connection  with  your  dispatch  of  yesterday  it  mav  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  state  that  when  the  State  bei>artmcnt  had  charge 
of  affairs  now  more  or  less  connected  with  your  ottice  I  received  direc- 
tions from  Washington  to  allow  any  of  the  British  Leuation  to  liave 
interviews  with  certain  jtrisoners  at  Fort  Lafavette.  and  I  have  always, 
when  desired,  allowed  Mr.  Archibald  and  Mr.'Edwards  Fierrepont,  the 
couuseljind  his  assistant,  the  inivilcge  above  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAIITIX  BTRKE, 
LiciitfiiKHt-Coloiifl,  U.  S.  Army,  (.'oiiimmidinii. 

(il    K    U  — SERIES    II,   VOL    VI 


962  prisoners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Temporarili/  at.  Goldsborough,  y.  C,  February  16,  1864. 
Geuenil  Sakl'el  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  C.  S.  Army: 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  correspondence  between 
Geneial  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  and  myself.*  I  respectfully  ask  that  all  the 
prisoners  captured  iu  this  department  within  the  last  few  weeks  may 
be  held  liable  to  my  order,  or,  if  it  should  be  preferable  to  the  Depart- 
ment, that  they  be  returned  to  my  custody. 

I  am,  sir,  \-erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,  Commandin(]. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  tl.  Winder  asks  if  any  arrangement  has  been  made 
by  the  agents  of  exchange  by  which  prisoners  of  war  are  allowed  to 
receive  sums  of  money.! 

rin.lorserac.nt.] 

Febrl'ABY  K),  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Brigadier-General  Winder. 
Such  has  been  my  understanding  all  the  time,  and  such  I  am  sure  is 
the  understanding  of  the  Federal  authorities.     I  am  satisfied  that  the 
money  sent  from  this  side  reaches  its  proper  destination. 

|RO.  OCTLD, 
Agent  of  Exchange.] 

Camp  Sumter,  AndersonciUe,  February  16,  1S64. 
Mr.  William  Hopkins: 

S[R:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Cartersville,  Ga.,  and  pur- 
chase for  this  department  six  100  gallon  iron  kettles,  suitable  for 
boiling  meats  tor  prisoners  at  this  post. 

Very  respertfully.  vour  obedient  servant. 

R.  B.  WINDER. 
('apt(nn  and  Asaifitant  (Quartermaster. 


[February  KJ-IT.  18(U. — For  Pickett  to  Peck,  relative  to  the  execu- 
tion of  certain  [jrisoners  behmging  to  the  Second  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment (Fuion),  see  Series  1.  Vol.  XXXIII.  pp.  8t)7,  S08.] 


FFebruary  17.  ISfU. —  For  Butler  to  Peck,  in  reference  to  the  treat- 
ment by  G-eneral  Pickett  of  certain  members  of  the  Second  North  Caro- 
lina (Union)  Peuiment,  threatening  retaliation,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXXIII,  p.  ,-iG',».| 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Caiiup  Cliii.ie,  Columbus,  Ohio,  February  IT,  1{^64. 
Col.  William  Hoffman. 

Comniisxary-General  "/  Trisnners,  Washington  City,  D.  C. : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  in(|uiry  of  4tli  instant  in  relation  to  the 

*  See  Pec  k  to  Pirkett,  Febru^rv  il,  .mil   Pickett's  reply,  Feliruarv  16.  Series  I,  \o\. 
XXXIII.  p|i..si:H,  SHT. 

r  \\  indurs  Itttei-  nut  iimiid. 
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conditions  on  wbich  prisoners  of  war  are  held  in  tlie  Ohio  penitentiary 
is  received.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  (Tovernmeut 
furnishes  the  following  ration,  consisting  of  bread,  cotfee,  and  sugar, 
the  State  furnishing  in  addition  to  this  meat,  vegetables,  &c.,  which  has 
heretofore  been  paid  for  out  of  the  prison  fund.  In  reference  to  the 
items  on  the  bills,  as  presented  by  the  State  authorities  some  time  since, 
the  warden  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary  furnishes  the  following  statement: 

In  my  account  against  the  Government  lor  subsistence  of  said  prisoners,  includini; 
fuel,  U?ht8,  aud  cell  rent,  rendered  to  date  of  N'ovember  1,  1863,  I  charged,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Governor,  at  the  rate  of  oO  cents  per  day  for  each  man,  which 
account  has  been  paid.  We  also  rendered  an  account  to  .same  date  forextra  services, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Governor,  embracing  the  foUowinf;  items  of  additional 
duty,  necessarily  performed  on  account  (jf  the  prisoners  of  war  by  myself  and  other 
officers  of  the  prison,  to  wit,  cooking  and  preparing  meals  cleaning  and  care  of  cells 
and  beds,  washing  underclothing,  e.^amination  «(  boxes,  packages,  &c.,  e.\araination 
of  mail  matter  and  carrying  same  to  and  from  the  post-otiii'e.  keeping  account  of 
prisoners'  m(jney,  date  of  their  reception,  &c  ,  and  maintaining  discipline,  which 
alone  has  been  a  simrce  mure  vexatious  than  the  government  of  all  the  State  con- 
victs, for  which  I  charged  at  the  rate  of  H.oO  per  day,  to  be  divided  among  such  of 
the  officers  as  were  entitlcil  to  any. 

The  relations  that  exist  between  the  State  authorities  and  the  com- 
mandant of  this  post  in  regard  to  these  prisoners  is  neither  well  detined 
nor  well  understood.  Y"our  advice  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  unneces- 
sary expenses  has  been  carefully  noted,  but  how  any  control  can  be 
exercised  over  that  portion  of  the  subsistence  furnished  by  the  State 
and  charged  for  in  the  accounts  of  the  warden  cannot  be  perceived, 
unless  my  simple  approval  or  disapproval  should  be  considered  sufficient. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

VV.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Military  Prison.  Loidsrilli',  Fehrunry  17,  isnj. 
Capt.  S.  E.  Jones,  Pro rost- Marshal- General: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  we  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing in  regartl  to  sending  prisoners  with  smallpox  broi^en  [out]  on  them 
from  this  prison  to  Roclc  Island,  111.  All  the  prisoners  who  have  been 
sent  North  since  the  appe.vrance  of  smallpox  in  the  prison,  about  the 
l'7th  of  December  last,  have  been  carefully  examined  by  a  medical 
ofticer  previous  to  llieir  leaving  prison.  This  has  been  done  at  the  call- 
ing of  the  roll.  For  instance,  when  a  name  was  called  the  prisoner  was 
immediately  taken  and  examined  by  the  medical  ofticer,  and  if  there 
was  any  doubt  in  the  case  he  was  not  sent:  and  such  as  had  the  dis- 
ease were  always  sent  to  the  [>est  house  as  soon  as  i)racticable.  This 
rule  was  not  violated  in  a  single  instance.  ^Moreover,  all  who  were  not 
properly  protected  by  previous  vaccination  were  vaccinated  previous  to 
going  forward.  In  in^  instance  lias  any  prisoner  lieen  sent  from  this 
prison  with  any  appearance  of  the  smallpox  about  him.  and  every  pos- 
sible pain  has  been  taken  to  prevent  anything  of  the  kind. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servants, 

.'r.  0.  WELCH, 
Snrtit'dn  in   Charge  of  Prison  Hospital. 
cilAS.  p..   PRATT, 
Captain.  Twenty  fifth  Mivhi<jan,  ('onunaiidin;/  Military  Prison. 
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Office  Provost- Marshal-General, 

District  of  Kentucky, 

Louisville,  February  IS,  1864. 
Approved  mid  respectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners,  for  his  information. 

All  prisoners  that  are  received  here  from  any  sonrce  are  snbjected 
to  smallpox  iutluences,  consequently  it  is  continually  breaking  our 
amongst  them.  It  is  impossible  to  retain  them  here  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained whether  any  will  have  it.  or  none  would  be  forwarded  at  all.  All 
that  can  be  done  is  to  examine  them  before  forwarding  (as  is  done)  and 
send  those  who  do  not  appear  to  be  threatened.  It  has  happened,  how- 
ever, and  will  continue  to  happen  as  long  as  the  prisoners  are  forwarded 
at  all,  that  smallpox  will  develop  itself  while  they  are  en  route  for  other 
depots. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Uobson  : 

STErHEN  E.  JONES, 
Capt.  and  A.  1).  C,  Froi-ost-Marslial- General,  Dist.  of  Kentucky. 


The  Conr/ress  of  the  Confedernte  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  May  21,  1861,  as  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  under  instructions  issued  by  the 
War  Department,  to  provide  for  the  sustenance  of  prisoners  of  war,  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  hereafter  that  that  duty  shall  devolve  on  the 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  and  be  discharged  by  him,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to. 

Approved  February  17,  isti-i. 


IIeadquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

February  17,  1S61. 
Brig.  Gen.  1.  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  very  courteous 
communication  of  the  9th  instant  in  relation  to  Surgeon  Baker, 
Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry. 

The  case  was  duly  and  immediately  reported  to  me  by  Major  Read, 
C.  S.  Army,  who  took  charge  of  the  medical  officer  and  party.  They 
came  with  no  Hag  of  truce  and  therefore  could  not  be  recognized; 
in  addition,  the  surgeon,  by  his  iuciuiries,  conversation,  and  observation, 
had  learned  too  much  to  render  his  return  desirable. 

I  fully  appreciate,  general,  your  kind  remarks  and  remembrances  in 
relation  to  myself,  but  you  are  probably  not  aware  that  on  many  tields 
of  battle  medical  oflicers  of  my  division  have,  when  left  in  charge  of 
wounded,  been  seized  upon  and  kept  as  other  prisoners  under  close 
guard.  No  one  reprobates  such  a  method  of  warfare  more  than  I  do, 
but  we  did  not  initiate  it.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  your 
polite  communication  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Richmond,  suggest- 
ing, upon  your  statement,  the  release  of  the  parties  named. 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)cctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ct.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Camp  Sumtee,  Andersonville,  February  17, 1864. 
Capt.  Chaeles  R.  Aemsteong,  AssMant  Quartermaster : 

SiE:  TJuder  tbe  order  given  the  other  day  by  General  Mercer  in 
regard  to  the  quota  of  hands  from  Marion  County  being  turned  over  to 
me  1  have  taken  the  liberty  of  stopping  them  at  this  post.  There  are 
fifty-four  slaves  and  five  free  negroes,  of  which  I  will  in  a  day  or  two 
forward  you  descriptive  lists.  Please  inform  me  whether  I  shall  for- 
ward them  to  yon  at  Savannah  to  finish  out  their  term  of  labor  when 
they  have  completed  my  work  here.  With  the  force  I  now  have  I  can 
manage  to  get  along  very  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  WILDER, 
Captain  and  Asai.sUuit  (Quartermaster. 


Camp  Sumtee,  Anilersonville,  February  17,  1S64. 
[General  John  H.  Winder:) 

(iENEKAL:  It  is  absolutely  inii)ossible  to  hire  exempts  to  drive  cattle. 
This  class  of  men  find  speculation  mucii  more  profitable  than  anything 
else,  and  consequently  they  cannot  be  lilted;  such  as  would  be  willing 
to  perform  this  service  are  physically  unable. 

In  regard  to  the  construction  of  quarters,  store-houses,  and  hospital 
buildings,  I  have  consulted  with  Mr.  S.  Hays,  a  practical  mechanic, 
who  has  already  been  of  great  service  to  me  in  constructing  the  stock- 
ade, and  be  advises  that  plank  houses  can  be  built  much  more  rapidly 
and  at  less  expense  to  the  Government  than  log  ones.  In  adcUtion  to 
this  the  negroes  now  employed  here  will  have,  at  the  end  of  sixty  days, 
to  be  returned  to  their  homes,  and  I  shall  have  no  means  of  replacing 
them.  I  have  intended  to  use  logs  whenever  they  could  be  used  to 
advantage. 

Mr.  Stewart,  a  gentleman  of  this  county,  is  already,  at  my  instiga- 
tion, putting  up  a  mill  only  four  miles  distant,  to  saw  and  grind  for 
this  post.  The  sort  of  lumber  required  for  the  railroad  are  stringers, 
six  inch  by  eight  inch,  and  the  plank  which  comes  otf  the  sides  of  these 
will  give  me  the  requisite  lumber,  and  by  this  means  both  railroad  and 
the  Government  will  be  supplied  without  injury  to  the  other.  Under 
these  circumstances,  as  your  present  orders  are  imperative  to  con- 
struct the  buildings  of  logs,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  this  matter  be 
left  to  my  discretion  and  that  I  be  allowed  to  use  logs  or  plank,  as  the 
occasion  re(|uires.  Please  give  this  matter  your  immediate  attention, 
as  a  portion  of  the  work  will  await  your  instruction  in  this  matter. 

As  regards  the  pay  of  detailed  men,  1  would  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  following  quotation  from  an  order  from  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment, to  take  effect  from  January  1,  18<i4: 

The  foUowiug  is  :i  Mitiatitiite  tor  parai;raph  113)5: 

"The  pay  allowed  iletaili-d  men  at  posts  or  stations  without  troops,  or  in  oonnties, 
towns,  or  Itoverument  wurksliops.  is  f'j  per  day.  in  lieu  of  all  conimutatioa  or  alluw- 
auces,  except  tl.e  rei^ular  uujntlily  pay  of  a  aoldirr.  to  be  paid  by  the  departments  in 
which  the  men  are  detailed,  iVc.  This  regulation  to  ccjutinue  in  clicct  until  'MhI 
of  December.  Is64." 

These  instructions  were  sent  ^lajor  Locke,  chief  purchasing  commis- 
sary for  this  State,  who  has  kindly  furnished  mo  with  a  copy.  The 
quartermaster's  departments  at  Savannah,  Macon,  Augusta,  Albany, 
and  elsewhere  in  this  State  are  paying  their  detailed  men  rrnder  this 
order  8->  per  diem. 

Please  telegraph  me  on  this  subject  at  once,  as  I  am  anxious  to  pay 
off  the  extra  duty  men  for  last  month,  and  please  send  me  all  the  late 
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orders  beariug:  oa  duties  of  officers  in  Quartermaster's  Department 
from  tiie  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

Capt.  W.  S.  Winder  desires  me  to  state  for  him  that  Colonel  Persons 
has  just  informed  him  that  he  will  not  have  more  than  100  men  alto- 
gether in  his  command,  and  that  those  of  his  command  who  have 
arrived  at  this  post  as  guards  are  without  guns. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartefmaster. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Jj.  C,  February  18,  1864. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEIO), 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Colonel:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  following-named 
officers  of  the  Army,  now  iu  this  city,  who  have  recently  escaped  from 
Richmond,  where  they  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  be  (jrdered  to 
join  their  respective  commands,  with  authority  to  delay  on  the  route 
thirty  days,  viz : 

Col.  W.  B.  McCreery,  Twenty-first  Michigan  Infantry;  Col.  W.  P. 
Kendrick,  Third  West  Tennessee  Cavalry ;  Lieut.  Col.  Alex,  von  Mitzel, 
Seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry:  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F. 
Boyd,  quartermaster  of  volunteers;  Lieut.  Col.  George  G.  Davis,  Fourth 
Maine  Infantry;  Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  West,  Twenty- fourth  Wisconsin  Vol- 
unteer Infantry;  Lieut.  Col.  H. C.  Hobart,Twenty-tirst  Wisconsin  Vol- 
unteer Infantry;  Maj.  J.  P.  Collins,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry; 
Maj.  G.  W.  Fitzsimmons,  Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteers;  Capt.  J.  F. 
Gailaher,  Company  B,  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Capt.  Matt. 
Boyd.  Seventy-third  Indiana;  Cai)t.  A.  G.  Hamilton.  Company  A, 
Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry;  Capt.  I.  ]S".  Jolinston,  Company  H,  Sixth 
Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry;  Capt.  W.  S.  B.  Randall.  Company  C, 
Second  Ohio  Infantry;  Capt.  Michael  Gallagher,  Second  New  .Jersey 
Cavalry;  Capt.  Morton  Tower.  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers; 
Capt.  D.  J.  Jones.  Company  D,  First  Kentucky  Infantry;  Capt.  G.  C. 
Rose.  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry:  Capt.  T.  Clark,  Seveuty-niuth  Illinois 
Infantry;  First  Lieut.  .Albert  VVallber,  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin;  First 
Lieut.  .John  C.  Fislar.  Seventh  Indiana  Battery;  First  Lieut.  William 
Reynolds,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteers;  Lieut.  James  M.  Wells, 
Company  F,  Eighth  Michigan  ^'olunteer  Cavalry;  Lieut.  L.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteers;  Lieut.  X.  S.  McKeen,  Com- 
pany H,  Tweut\'-flrst  Illinois;  Lieut.  R.  Y.  Brailford,  Company  E, 
Second  West  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third   Tiij'antri/  and  Ccmmissarii-dcnrrttl  of  rrisonem. 


Headijuarters  ['.  S.  F(^RrES. 

Colnmhiis,  Ohio.  FebriKirii   l'^.  I'^HI. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman. 

Com missary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  for  instructions  in  relation  to 

authorizing  the  sale  of  articles  l)y  the  sutler  to  prisoners  of  war  now 

held  iu  the  prison  at  this  po'it.     1  tind  oa  record  your  order  to  Colouel 

Wallace  directing  him  to  contine  the  sutler  to  the  sale  of  the  following- 
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mimed  articles,  to  wit,  tobacco,  pipes,  paper,  and  postage  stamps. 
Since  then  there  seems  to  be  no  orders  on  tile  from  yon  touching  the 
sale  of  other  articles  by  the  sutler  to  prisoners.  There  seems  to  be  a 
necessity  that  the  prisoners  be  permitted  to  purchase  combs,  soap, 
tliread,  needles,  and  other  articles  necessary  for  their  cleanliness  and 
the  preservation  of  their  clothing. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  RICHARDSON. 
Colonel   Twenty-ji/fh   Ohio    Volunteers,  Contmandbui. 


HEADyUABTERS    MILITARY    STATION', 

Alton,  til.,  February  is,  ls64. 
Col.  W.  Week,  Tenth  Kansas    Volunteers,  (JommanduKj  I'ost : 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  my  instructions  from  the  Commissary- 
(ieneral  of  Prisoners  1  have  the  honor  to  request  the  following,  vi/.: 
First.  That  the  female  prisoners  now  held  in  cuntinement  at  this  post 
be,  as  soon  as  practicable,  placed  in  quarters  more  appropriate  to  their 
sex,  the  quarters  at  present  occupied  by  them  being  utterly  unfit  for 
tlie  purpose.  Second.  That  a  more  thorough  system  nt  police  be  enforced 
throuiihont  the  prison;  that  additional  facilities  for  supi)lying  the  pris- 
(inerswith  water  be  provided,  and  that  it  be  ordered  that  all  prison 
blankets  and  bedding  be  exposed  to  the  open  air  daily  when  the  weather 
permits.  Tiiird.  That  as  soon  as  practicable  the  prison  sinks  be  thor- 
ouiihly  cleansed  and  their  connection  with  the  main  sewer  cleared. 
I'o'urth.  That  the  shed  at  present  used  as  a  dead-house  be  properly 
inclosed  and  lighted,  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  tables  and  appli- 
ances for  making  post  mortem  examinations  of  such  deceased  prisoners 
as  mav  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  surgeon  in  charge.  Fifth.  1  am 
inform'ed  by  the  surgeon  and  (diaplain  that  the  ground  now  used  for 
the  burial  of  deceased  jirisoners  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  L  would 
suu'scst  tliat  a  fence  be  [ilaced  around  it,  and  that  it  be  kept  in  as 
decent  condition  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
^'e^v  resi^ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servauj, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surfjenn  and   ArtUKj   Medical    Inspn'tor  •>/  I'risoners  of   War. 


Hkadijuarters  Military  Station, 

Alton.  III..  February   is.  Isii4. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

r„nintissary-General  nf  Prisoners,   Wdsliiinjloii,  I>.  ('.: 

COLONKL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tiiat  1  have  made  a  tlioroagh 

inspection  of  the  military  i)iTson  at  this  [lOst,  a  detailed  report  of  which 

I  forward  lierewith.     1  shall  leave  to-morrow  morning  for  Saint  Louis, 

Mo.     I  liave  written  by  the  previous  mail  advising  you  of  my  inoveiuents. 

\'erv  respectfuilv.  vonr  obedient  -~civaiir. 

A.   M.  ('LAi;iv. 
Hin-fieon.  and   Aetina   Medival   Insiiectar  nf  Prison, rs  <</    11  .(/•. 


Report  of  Inspection  nf  the  I'.  -V.  militarii  iirlsnn  and  huspitnl  ut  .[Itnii, 
[II.,  February  17  and  /^,  IsiH,  by  A.  M.  Clark:  s,ir;icon  ami  actiny 
medical   inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Surseou  ill  charge— Surgeon  Worrall. I'.  S.  Volunteer^.    <  •.muiiandant 
ofposf— Cob  WAV eer, Tenth  IC  iii-:is  \'(,huireer-.    Location  — Alton,  111., 
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on  bluff  ou  Mississippi  River.  Vicinage — city  on  south,  river  ou  west, 
nigh  land  on  north  and  east.  Topography— ground  high,  limestone 
bluff.  Drainage — at  present  bad;  drains  frozen  up;  naturally  good  and 
tolerably  improved ;  might  be  better.  Prison  buildings — old  State  peni- 
tentiary, with  additional  frame  buildings  iu  prison  yard.  Wards — 
two  in  building  ou  north  side  of  prison  yard.  Tents — six  in  smallpox 
hospital.  Capacity — of  prison,  properly  800,  now  contains  1,757  pris- 
oners; ijf  hospital,  IL'5;  of  small[iox  hospital,  50.  Patients,  number 
of — in  hospital,  125;  smallpox  hospital,  20;  total,  11:5;  in  quarters, 
109.  Patients,  condition  of — excellent,  clean  and  well  taken  care  of.' 
Patients,  discharge  and  return  to  duty  of — returned  to  quarters  when 
convalescent,  except  such  as  are  needed  as  nurses,  &C.  Ventilation — 
only  through  side  windows  in  hospital;  in  ])vison,  sufficient  in  main 
building,  utterly  insutticient  in  the  others.  Warming — sufficient  in  all 
parts  by  coal  stoves.  Fuel — supply  sufficient.  Lighting — in  hospital,  by 
coal-oil  lamps:  in  main  prison,  gas.  Lavatories  and  baths — hospital, 
insufficient,  but  can  be  made  to  answer  purpose  at  present:  in  prison, 
no  arrangement  except  one  caldron;  hospital  clothing  washed  outside 
jirison.  Water  supply — from  river:  conveyed  in  barrels  in  one  six-mule 
wagon:  entirely-insutticient:  another  wagon  ordered.  Sewerage — by 
one  main  sewer  into  river.  Water-closets,  latrines,  and  sinks,  excreta, 
removal  of — sinks,  on  north  side  of  yard  in  close  proximity  to  hospital, 
connect  with  main  sewer,  which  connection  is  now  interrupted  from 
some  cause,  and  the  sinks  are  in  a  filthy  and  most  offensive  condition; 
ordered  to  be  cleansed  without  delay  and  connection  with  main  sewer 
reopened.  Furniture  and  utensils — supply  sufficient,  and  in  hospital  iu 
very  good  order.  Bedding — in  hospital,  sufficient  and  clean;  in  prison 
<iuarters,  sufficient,  but  filthy,  and  swarming  with  vermin.  Kitchen 
and  kitchen  utensils — in  hospital,  in  excellent  order  and  police ;  in  prison, 
kitchen  in  great  disorder  aiul  miserable  police:  mess-room  in  somewhat 
better  police;  much  cooking  and  messing  is  done  iu  prison  quarters; 
directed  to  be  discontinued.  Cooks — tletailed  prisoners.  Cooking  and 
serving — in  hospital,  well  done;  with  the  prison  kitchen  in  its  preseut 
condition  cannot  be  properly  done.  Diet,  quality  and  variety  of — iu 
hospital,  nearly  U.  S.  general  hospital  diet  table;  in  prison,  ordinary 
rations.  Supply  of  vegetables — sufficient.  Dispensary — in  very  good 
order,  in  charge  of  a  hospital  steward.  F.  S.  Army.  Instruments,  medi- 
cines, is:c. — supply  surticieuc  au<l  in  s'ood  order;  compounding  and  dis- 
pensing by  prisoners  detailed  as  acting  hospital  stewards,  under  charge 
of  a  hospital  steward.  L'.  S.  Armj-.  Hospital  stores  and  comforts — neces- 
sary supi)lics.  Hospital  records  and  accounts — very  well  and  apparently 
accurately  kejjt.  Hos])ital  fund — -^000,  January  1,  18(34;  judiciously 
expended  for  articles  of  diet.  lios|)ital  furniture  and  utensils  and  hos- 
pital laundresses.  Clothing — sutiicient  supply,  obtained  on  requisition 
on  the  medical  purveyor.  Iteports — well  kept  up  and  apparently  exact, 
llequisirions — promptly  tilled.  Laundresses  and  laundry — no  hospital 
(U-  prison  laundry;  hospital  washing  done  outside  and  paid  for  from 
lios[)ital  fund.  Kei^air,  alterations,  and  additions — dead-house  required 
anil  directed:  laundry  directed,  as  the  prison  yard  is  too  m.nch  encum- 
bered already.  Prevention  of  tire — if  occurring  iu  yard  buildings  can 
hardly  be  arrested  without  tearing  down  the  buildings,  owing  to  scar- 
city of  water.  31edical  attendance— sufficient  and  skillful.  Chaplain  — 
post  chaplain.  Discipline  and  police — in  prison,  no  discipline;  iu  hos- 
pital, all  are  (orderly,  though  not  under  strict  discipline.  Police — of  hospi- 
tal, good:  of  prison,  generally  much  neglected.  Xnrses — men,  detailed 
prisoners;    women,  three  female  prisoners  now   confined   iu  a  damp, 
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ha]f-undergroand  room,  only  partitioned  off  from  an  open  cellar.  The 
commandant  has  been  requested  to  remove  them  to  quarters  better 
fitted  to  their  sex.  Their  present  condition  is  an  outrage  on  human- 
ity. Operating  and  post-mortem  rooms — none.  Dead-house — an  open 
shed;  have  directed  that  it  be  inclosed  and  lighted,  and  fitted  tor  its 
purpose,  and  as  a  post-mortem  room.  Interments — near  the  prison ;  did 
not  visit  it,  but  ;im  informed  that  it  is  unfenced;  liave  directeil  that  it 
be  fenced  in.  Diseases  local — malarial  fevers,  forming  with  catarrh  the 
great  bulk  of  the  sick-list.  Diseases  prevalent — pneumonia,  bronchitis, 
catarrh,  intermittentfever.  chronic  diarrhea.  Diseases  zymotic — small- 
pox has  been  prevalent,  but  is  now  rapidly  disappearing;  the  same  may 
be  said  of  measles.  Diseases,  mitigation  and  prevention  of— in  hospital 
all  is  done  that  care  and  attention  can  accomplish,  but  the  close  and 
crowded  quarters  keep  the  hospital  constantly  full;  every  lU'ecaution  is 
taken  to  ])revent  the  spread  of  smallpox. 

Report  fur  J  an  nary,  l.stj4 — nieau  strength,  1,708;  aggregate  sick.  In  hos- 
pitals and  quarters.  1,SS2;  deaths,  92.  Percentage  of  deaths  to  mean 
strength,  .053 ;  percentage  to  sick,  .048.  Average  daily  sick  in  hospital, 
1441^1;  in  quarters,  I'S.'j.^^.  Cases  smalljiox,  107: deaths,  I'S;  percentage, 
26.17.  Cases  smallpox  since  February  1,  26;  deaths,  5;  percentage, 
19.23;  present  cases,  20,  mostly  varioloid. 

^ledical  officers — Surgeon  Worrall,  ('.  8.  Volunteers,  post  surgeon, 
re[)orted  about  FebruaT-y  10,  1863;  two  acting  assistant  surgeons. 
Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  H.  Williams,  formerly  in  charge  and  still  (m  duty 
as  attending  surgeon,  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  generally 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  hospital.  One  hospital  steward.  There 
are  at  present  contined  in  this  prison  as  follows,  viz :  Prisoners  of  war — 
officers,  8;  enlisted  men,  1,523;  civilians,  including  three  females.  60; 
Federal  prisoners,  106;  total,  1,757.  Prison  fund,  January  31,  18()4, 
80,087.34.  The  smallpox  hospital  is  still  located  on  the  island  in  the 
river  opposite  the  prison.  Intercourse  with  it  is  sometimes  interrupted 
by  the  obstruction  of  the  river  by  ice,  as  was  the  case  at  the  time  of  my 
present  inspection.  I  am,  however,  assured  that  every  precaution  is 
taken  to  prevent  the  sick  on  the  island  from  suffering  from  this  non- 
intercourse,  five  to  ten  days'  supply  of  lations  i except  fresh  meat), 
medicines,  and  other  necessaries  being  kept  on  hand.  I  am  also  assured 
that  at  no  time  hitherto  has  intercourse  been  suspended  for  more  than 
forty-eight  hours  at  a  time.  The  chief  difficulty  caused  by  it  has  been 
the  prevention  of  the  immediate  transfer  of  smallpox  patients  from  the 
prison  to  the  island.  Thus,  at  the  time  of  my  inspection  there  were  four 
cases  of  the  disease  within  the  prison  walls  awaiting  transfer.  Such 
cases  are,  however,  almost  entirely  ,  isolated]  from  the  other  inmates  of 
the  prison  until  they  can  be  removed.  The  utmost  care  appears  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  tlie  spread  of  the  disease.  Vaccination  is  thoroughly 
enforced.  All  infected  clothes  and  bedding  are  removed  to  the  island 
and  none  allowed  to  be  returned,  convalescents  lieing  furnished  com}ilcte 
with  new  clothing  before  leaving  the  island.  I  was,  for  the  reason  above 
given,  unable  to  inspect  the  smallpox  hospital,  but  I  am  assured  by  the 
surgeon  in  charge  that  it  is  in  good  condition  in  every  respect,  and, Judg- 
ing from  the  condition  of  the  prison  hosi)itaI,  I  place  confidence  in  iiis 
statement.  The  i/ommanding  officer  appeared  much  chagrined  at  the 
condition  in  which  the  prison  was  found  as  regards  police,  &C.,  and 
gave  his  assurance  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  and  as  far  as  the  state 
of  the  prison  will  permit  it  shall  be  rectified.  I  would  respectfully 
but  urgently  represent  the  absolute  necessity  of  si)eedily  diminishing 
the  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  this  prison,  which  was  originally 
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intended  to  contain  but  800.  It  now  contains  nearly  1,000  more.  I 
append  a  table  of  tlie  measurements  of  the  various  parts  of  the  prison, 
with  a  calculation  of  the  number  of  cubic  feet  and  inches  of  air  allowed 
to  each  prisoner.  These  measurements  and  calculations  were  made  by 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Williams  at  my  request,  and  I  presume  them 
to  be  correct,  though  I  have  had  no  time  to  verify  them. 

A.  M.  CLAEK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

[Sub-inclo3ure.] 
Ad-measurement  of  quarters  in  Alton  Military  Prison  January  10,  lS6i. 
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sured  in  two  parts,  bein;  partially  divided  by  a  partition, 
et  4  inclie.s  is  the  mean  height. 
1  boily  of  prison. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  February  I'J,  18f>4. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary,  of  War: 

Sir:  Upon  the  matter  of  the  declaration  of  exchange  of  prisoners  I 
have  the  lienor  to  report  that  following  what  I  believed  to  be  the  ordi- 
narv  routine  of  the  business  of  exchange,  and  in  order  that  the  ei|niva- 
lent  of  our  men  might  be  put  into  the  tield  to  meet  those  received  from 
us  by  The  Confederates,  I  made  the  declaration  of  exchange. 

It  is  '•("«  ipsissimis  verbis'''  so  far  as  applicable  with  the  other  decla- 
rations of  exchange  heretofore  made,  copies  of  some  of  which  I  hereunto 
annex  in  proof  of  tliis  assertion. 

This  declaration,  it  will  be  observed,  only  affects  those  men  actually 
delivered  at  Citv  Point. 

The  Confederate  commissioner,  acting,  as  I  believe,  under  the  exact 
provisious  of  the  cartel,  has  declared  exchanged  those  who  have  been 
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delivered  to  him  up  to  the   1st  of  January,  as   will  appear  by  the 
paper  hereto  annexed.* 

1  could  and  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  declare  those  so 
delivered  exchanged.  I  am  unable  to  see  any  hidden,  secret,  or  malign 
iiitiueuce  that  it  can  have  upon  any  pending  ((uestiou.  I  am  unable  to 
find  a  single  good  reason  against  it.  I  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to 
argue  a  (juestion  where  there  seems  to  be  but  one  side. 

When  in  my  former  note  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  I  spoke 
of  7.J0meu,  I  spoke  of  the  number  of  individuals  and  not  of  the  num- 
ber reduced  to  privates,  and  the  letter  of  MajorGeueral  Hitchcock, 
which  would  seem  to  contravene  that  number,  is  not  too  ingenuous. 
The  objection  made  in  that  letter  that  "the  declaration  would  have 
admitted  defense  if  you  had  extended  it  to  a  uumber  precisely  corre- 
S])Onding  to  the  number  delivered  by  yourself  according  to  the  fifth 
article  of  the  cartel,  supposing  that  instrument  operative,"  is  exactly 
met  by  the  case  in  hand,  because  since  the  last  declaration  of 
exchange  only  special  exchanges  have  been  made  by  delivery  at  City 
Point,  of  man  for  man,  equivalent  for  equivalent,  so  that  when  the 
declaration  of  exchange  states  that  all  who  have  been  delivered  at  City 
Point  up  to  a  given  time,  since  the  last  declaration  of  exchange,  it  is 
saying  rhe  precise  number  which  have  been  exchanged. 

To  the  statement  in  the  letter  of  General  Hitchcock  that  "  the  declara- 
tion should  have  set  out  the  grounds  of  it,"  I  answer,  the  universal 
practice  of  the  office  has  been  not  to  do  so,  and  this  would  seem  to  be  a 
hypercriticism  on  his  part,  because  I  made  the  declaration  ami  Tiot 
himself,  as  it  is  made  precisely  as  he  makes  such  declarations. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  "a  proper  list  should  have  been  furnished  of 
those  declared  to  be  exchanged  tor  announcement  from  the  Adjutant- 
(leneral's  Office  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  Mr.  Ould  should 
have  been  furnished  a  list  of  those  delivered  to  him.''  To  that  I  answer 
that  such  lists  have  not  been  announced  heretofore,  and  such  has  not 
been  tiie  practice  (see  General  Orders.  Xo.  134,  series  IStlii,  and  Xos.  10, 
117,  and  107.  series  1863);  and  as  to  the  delivery  of  a  list  to  Mr.  Ould, 
I  answer  that  it  has  been  done,  and  no  man  has  been  delivered  to  him 
without  a  list, and  he  knows  who  has  been  delivered  to  him  without  my 
telling  him  a  second  time,  and  he  makes  no  objection  on  that  account. 
As  to  making  "the  announcement  by  a  list  for  the  information  of  all 
concerned,"'  if  that  means  the  officers  and  men  who  would  be  returned 
to  duty  because  of  the  declaration  of  exchange,  each  one  of  them  will 
be  likely  to  remember  what  time  he  escaped  from  Libby  Prison  and 
Belle  Isle,  and  each  one  of  those  will  know  whether  he  was  delivered  at 
City  Point  and  when;  therefore  the  announcement  of  the  day  prior  to 
which  all  who  had  been  delivered  were  exchanged  is  sufficient. 

I  pray  the  Secretary  to  examine,  as  covering  tliis  whole  matter,  my 
declaration  of  exchange  and  the  i-oi)Jes  of  tlie  general  orders  hereto 
aunexed.t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

r.EX.J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- Ijeneral,  Commamlini;. 

'  See  Ould  to  Hitchcotk,  January  27.  p.  Ss4. 

t  See  Geoeral  (.)riJers.  No.  1S4,  Ailjutaut-GfueraL's  (ifficf,  Septi>rabrT  19.  lSt;2.  \'nl, 
IV,  tbis  series,  p.  "40;  General  (Inlers.  Nn.  lU,  Adjutant-Gem-ral's  C'tlice,  Jaunarv  in, 
1863,  Vol.  V,  this  series,  p.  169;  Geneial  i  irders.  No,  117,  Ailjutant-Uenfral's  Dttiof, 
Mav  9,  1863,  ;fcid..p.:>S4:  liiMieral  i  inlers.  No.  167,  A.ljutant-iiencral's  i  irti,.,-.  .Iini.-S, 
1S63,  ihid..  p.  ~:>>i;   Butler's  declaiarii>u  ui  exchan^iB,  .l.iuuary  M,  1S64,  p.  S71  aiitr. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  Del., 

February  19,  1S64. 

Received  from  Capt.  J.  X.  Patterson  the  rebel  Geieral  M.  Jeff.  Thomp- 
son, prisoner  of  war. 

By  order  of  Brii^-.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf: 

GEO.  W.  AHL, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OfFIGI:    COM:^riSSAKY-(xENERAL    OF    PRISONERS, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  19,  1864. 

Briff.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  Forces,  Sandiisl:y  City,  Ohio: 
(lENERAL:  I  have  frequent  complaints  made  to  me  that  the  prisoners 
of  war  in  many  instances  snrter  for  want  of  clothing.  The  instructions 
which  have  been  given  to  c(jrnmanders  of  prison  stations  contemplates 
that  prisoners  will  be  supplied  with  all  tlie  clothing  necessary  to  pre- 
vent suffering,  and  if  it  is  not  furnished  by  their  relatives  it  is  to  be 
issued  by  the  (.Jnarterniaster's  Department.  If  there  are  any  cases  at 
.lolinson's  Island  of  prisoners  in  summer  clothing,  or  clothing  very 
much  worn,  so  as  to  render  it  untit  for  the  season,  will  you  have  the 
kiudness  to  order  such  as  is  ])ro]ier  issued '^ 

I  am,  general,  verv  i-espt'ctfnllv,  ycnir  obedient  servant, 

W.   UOITMAX, 

Colonel   Tliird  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


AndersonviLLE,  February  19,  1864. 
Capt.  C.  H.  Berry,  Assistant  f/uartermaster : 

Captain:  1  shall  send  Mr.  Pickett,  one  of  my  agents,  to  Albany  in 
a  day  or  two.  I'lease  assist  him  in  any  way  you  can.  He  contracts 
with  Drew's  Mill,  at  Adams'  Station,  to  furnish  me  meal,  and  I  respect- 
fully ask  that«you  order  your  receiving  agents  at  that  point  to  turn 
over  to  Drew  the  number  of  bushels  of  corn  per  week  which  he  ('on- 
tracts  to  grind.  His  receipt  will  be  the  same  as  my  own,  as  I  shall 
empower  him  to  receise.  Please  attend  to  this  matter  at  once,  as  it  is 
necessary  these  mills  sluiuld  commence  o[)erations  at  once.  Captain 
Craft,  at  Americus,  has  given  his  agents  the  same  instructions  with 
mills  that  I  have  contracted  with  in  his  district.  Let  me  hear  from  you 
at  once  on  tliis  subject,  and  let  me  know  if  yon  will  be  able  to  keep  ui) 
the  necessary  supply  of  coni  during  the  year. 
Uespectfullv.  \c.. 

K.  B.  WIXDER, 
,  Ciiptaiii   and  Assistant   (piurtermaster. 


Camp  ^^UMTKii.  Andt-rsoncille,  February  19,  ISfi-l. 
[Capt.  W.  H.  Brotherton:] 

Captain:  I  send  inclosed  receipts  and  invoices  corresiionding  for 
everything  T  have  received  from  yni.  Mr.  \Velch  will  tell  you  that  tlie 
railroad  agent  here  is  witness  to  the  facts.     You  hold  the  railroad 
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receipts,  and  as  there  is  no  possible  doubt  of  the  missing  articles  hav- 
ing been  stolen  or  wasted  on  the  road,  you  must  hold  them  responsible 
for  the  difference  in  your  original  invoice  and  my  receipt.  It  is  time 
that  this  wastage  on  this  railroad  should  be  stopped,  and  you  now  have 
all  the  evidence  you  want.  -Mr.  Pickett,  one  of  my  agents,  will  be  in 
Albany  in  a  day  or  two  and  pay  the  $6u0  which  you  were  kind  enough 
to  advance  for  me.-  Have  written  to  Mr.  Powers  in  ie,i;ard  to  lumber 
train.  The  Yankees  will  commence  arriving  at  this  post  on  Sunday 
next.  Please  forward  all  the  provisions  you  can. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

R.  B.  WIXDER,    • 
Captdin  (Did  Axxi.'itunt   (^luirtcrmaster. 


War  Departtment, 
Was:hington,  FchriKirii  i*'/,  i>6'/.     (Sent  11  a.  m.  L'lst.) 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  V.  Butleb, 

Comdij.  iJi'pt.  of  Virginia  (iinl  .V.  dirolitia,  Fort  .][onroe.  Va.: 
Have  you  any  information  that  any  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Xavy  now 
held  by  the  rebels  as  prisoners  of  war  are  kept  in  irons  and  close 
conttnement? 

By  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  GANBY, 
Brif/adier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[February  20, 1S(U.— For  Peck  to  Pickett,  relative  to  the  execution 
of  certain  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Second  North  Garoliua  Regiment 
(Uuion),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  668.] 


HExUjquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fortress  Monroi ,  Va.,  Fehrnunj  JO.  1S64. 
Colonel  IlOFFviAN,  Commissartj-General  of  I'risoners  : 

Colonel:  Y'our  letter  of  the  l">th  instant  in  regard  to  furnishing 
boxes  of  eatables  and  clothing  to  inisoncrs  is  received.  In  the  course 
of  the  negotiations  for  the  supplying  of  comforts  to  our  prisoners  this 
state  of  facts  has  obtained: 

First.  That  the  rebel  authorities  received  all  provisions  from  wh;it- 
ever  source  sent  to  the  prisoners.  Then.  l)ecause  i>f  arcusaticins  of 
the  late  commissi(jner  of  exchange.  General  ^Meredith,  ])ublisheil  in  the 
newspapers,  that  these  pr(ivisi(jns  wei'e  embezzled  for  snstenance  for 
(ieneral  Lee's  army,  they  refused  to  receive  any  boxes  either  from  oijr 
Government  or  from  State  uovernments.  Then,  because  the  Sanitary 
Commission  and  various  benevolent  individuals  indulged  their  patriot- 
ism by  labeling  their  boxes,  -To  our  starsing  soldiers  in  li'iehiiiotul,"' 
"To  our  brave  defenders  in  Libby  Prison,"  the  rebel  authorities  refused 
to  receive  all  boxes  sent  to  our  prisoners.  At  my  intercession,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Ould.  the  Confederate  commissioner,  agreed  to  receive  boxes 
from  private  sources,  ;.  i\.  from  the  friends  and  families  of  our  ])ris- 
oners.  But  after  the  500  prisoners  were  exchanged  from  Point  Look- 
out and  reported  that  by  your  order  boxes  of  provisions  and  clothing 
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were  uot  delivered  to  Confederate  prisoners  there,  true,  Ould  refused, 
owing  to  aery  arising  in  the  newspapers  at  Richmond  that  he  was  tni- 
nishing  our  prisoners  with  their  boxes,  while  the  Confederate  prisoners 
were  deprived  of  their  boxes,  to  permit  any  boxes  to  be  sent  to  our 
men  under  his  charge  unless  I  would  assure  him  that  the  Confederate 
prisoners  under  mvcharge  received  their  boxes,  and  as  I  had  long  since 
been  taught,  "Do"  as  you  would  be  done  by,"'  this  seemed  to  me  emi- 
nently just,  and  I  therefore  gave  an  order  to  General  Marston  that  the 
boxes  containing  nothing  contraband  or  hurtful  sent  from  private 
sources  might  be  delivered  to  the  prisoners  and  informed  Mr.  Ould  by 
the  last  flag-of  truce  boat  of  that  fact,  and  n'ceived  his  assurance 
through  the  assistant  agent  of  exchange  that  the  boxes  sent  by  the 
friends  of  our  prisoners  should  be  delivered  to  them. 

I  agree  fully  that  the  delivery  of  paciiages  to  prisoners  causes  the 
commanders  of  camps  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  question  certainly 
gives  me  a  great  deal,  but  I  undergo  that  trouble  very  cheerfully,  and 
would  if  it  were  twice  as  much,  in  order  that  our  prisoners  may  get 
even  small  alleviations  for  their  sufferings  than  that  which  they  receive 
from  their  friends. 

I  have  conversed  with  many  of  our  prisoners  on  that  subject  and 
they  say  that  the  boxes  received  from  their  friends  have  been  almost  a 
source  of  support  to  them,  and  they  were  complaining  loudly  of  the 
Confederate  Government  because  that  source  of  supply  had  of  late 
been  substantially  cut  off. 

The  last  number  of  prisoners  that  escaped  left  on  Monday,  and  the 
assurance  that  Mr.  Ould  sent  me  was  given  cm  the  same  day  and  they 
had  not  heard  of  the  resumption  of  the  delivery  of  packages,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  it  has  been  resumed. 

I  agree  with  you  fully  that  the  rebel  prisoners  in  our  hands  are 
abundantly  fed,  but  I  suppose  that  when  yon  and  I  were  at  school  we 
were  abundantly  fed  and  our  stewards  at  that  time  hardly  thought  it 
an  imputation  upon  their  feelings  because  we  received  boxes  of  sweet- 
meats and  cakes  from  home.  Pardon  me,  but  I  look  at  this  matter,  so 
far  as  the  rebel  prisoners  are  concerned,  pretty  much  in  the  same 
light.  But  with  our  soldiers  in  their  hands  it  is  a  matter,  as  I  am 
instructed,  of  almost  entire  subsistence. 

In  the  meantime,  therefore,  I  desire  to  have  and  shall  have  the  deliv- 
ery of  packages  made  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein  contained, 
unless  specially  directed  to  the  contrary  by  the  Secretary  of  War:  for 
I  cannot  ask  the  Confederate  commissioner  to  deliver  boxes  to  our 
prisoners  from  their  friends  while  I  refuse  to  deliver  boxes  from  their 
friends  to  their  prisoners.  Whenever  the  time  comes  for  our  Govern- 
ment to  retaliate  upon  these  men  for  the  wrongs  done  to  our  prisoners 
I  assure  you  it  sliall  be  done  in  a  much  more  explicit  and  telling  man- 
ner thanby  withholding  boxes  and  provisions  from  tueir  prisoners  sent 
them  by  their  friends. 

In  the  meantime  1  do  uot  permit  anything  to  come  from  the  Con 
federate  Government  or  from  State  governments  of  the  Confederacy 
for  the  support  of  their  prisoners,  for  that  would  be  an  implied  admis- 
sion that  we  were  not  supporting  them  suthcieutly;  and  therefore  when 
Governor  Vance,  of  Xorth  Caioliiux,  forwarded  through  Commissioner 
Ould  a  draft  for  69,000  in  favor  of  the  Governor  of  ]SIew  York,  to  be 
by  the  Governor  of  New  York  expended  for  the  benefit  of  North  Car- 
olina prisoners  in  our  hands,  1  retained  such  draft  and  still  do  retain 
it,  and  have  notified  Mr.  Ould  unoHicially.  and  shall  hereafter  inform 
him  officially,  if  such  relations  ever  exist  between  us,  that  the  United 
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States  does  Dot  select  the  Governors  of  any  States  to  take  care  of  its 
prisoners  of  war,  or  allow  any  one  else  to  so  select  any  one  of  them, 
however  much  they  may  respect  such  officers  in  their  appropriate 
sphere;  and  that  if  Governor  Vance  or  the  Governor  of  any  other  State 
desires  to  have  money  expended  for  the  beiietit  of  prisoners,  that  if 
the  same  privilege  is  given  ours,  we  shall  have  no  objections  to  such 
expenditures,  provided  it  is  done  through  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  Government,  and  not  through  any  correspondence  between  the 
(lovernors  of  States. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  wliat  I  think  will  be  necessary  to 
be  done  further  in  this  direction,  to  wit,  that  the  (.'(infederate  prison- 
ers be  allowed  to  purchase  such  things  as  they  may  desire  to  wear,  eat 
or  drink,  intoxicating  liquors  alone  excepted,  with  their  own  money, 
01-  tiiat  furnished  them  by  their  friends,  and  I  would  like  to  have  your 
views  upon  this  subject. 

I  also  desire  to  ask  your  attention  to  these  views  because  if  they 
iiillueuce  your  Judgment,  as  they  have  mine,  I  trust  we  shall  make  a 
uniform  order  to  all  the  prisoners  held  by  us,  that  they  shall  be  allowed 
to  receive  boxes  from  their  friends,  and  buy  with  their  own  money  a 
reasonable  amount  of  things  which  they  may  need. 

Awaiting  an  interchange  of  views,  I  am.  \ery  resiicctfuUy,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

BENJ.   F.  BL'TLER. 
Miil<ir-(Ttnvral  (ind  ('omini.s^ioner  of  ExchaiKje. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinyton,  I).  <'.,  Februarij  2iK  I'^fj-i. 
Biig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orime,  Commanding  Post,  Vhivago,  III.: 

(General:  Your  report  of  the  8th  instant  in  relation  to  provisions 
issued  to  troops  and  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas  by  the  con- 
tractors, Messrs.  Fowler  &  Co.,  has  been  laid  before  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  contractors  be  required  to 
make  good  in  money  the  deticieucies  in  beef,  soap,  and  molasses,  at 
such  rates  as  you  may  determine.  The  money  so  collected  to  be  paid 
into  the  post  fund  or  prison  fund,  according  as  the  deficient  rations 
were  due  to  the  troops  or  prisoners  of  war;  and  with  the  further  recom- 
mendation that  Col.  C.  \'.  l>e  Land,  First  ^lichigan  Sharpshooters,  for 
his  neglect  of  his  duty  as  commanding  officer  and  as  inspector  of  pro- 
visions under  contract  in  permitting  his  command  to  receive  jations 
which  were  deficient  in  quality  and  (luantity,  be  brought  l)efore  a  court- 
martial  for  trial.  The  foregoing  recomniendations  have  been  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  ^V;|^,  ,uid  ]iursu;int  to  his  instructions  I  have 
resi)ectfully  to  request  that  you  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  put 
them  in  execution. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respeetfullv.  \(iur  oKedient  servant. 

w.  ih)ff:max. 

Colonel    Third    Inhintni  oiid   < 'oiiiiiiinsn  iif-ii'iicrol  ot'  PrisdHfrs. 


I'OKT  LaI-'AYETTI:.   FihriKl))/  ;J0,  /^^/. 

Col.  William  Hoffman,  Commissitrn-Crniral  of  frisomrs: 

r>rig.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee  has  just  been  informed  by  letter,  from  a 
gentleman  direct  from  ^Vashington,  that  a  proposition  had  been  made 
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by  tlie  Confederate  authorities  to  exchange  Brig.  Gen.  ISTeal  Dow  and 
Captains  Sawyer  and  Flinn  for  himself  and  any  two  captains  whom 
the  United  States  Government  might  designate. 

It  was  also  stated  in  this  letter  that  the  United  States  Government 
had  acceded  to  the  proposition  and  that  orders  had  been  issued  to  have 
the  exchange  carried  out.  As  I  have  been  held  as  one  of  the  hostages 
thv  Captains  Sawyer  and  Flinn,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  I 
may  be  selected  as  one  of  the  captains  for  exchange. 
KespectfuUy, 

EGBERT  H.  TYLEK, 
Captain.  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 


Office  CommissartGexeral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  February  ^5,  1864. 

i;esi)ectfullv  siibiiiittod  to  the  Seeretarv  of  War. 

W.  HOFFMA^f, 
Cdlonel  Third   In/antrij  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Soioncl  indorseuieiir .] 

War  Depart:ment,  February  35,  1864. 
Kesi>ectfully  referred  to  commissioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners  for 
remark. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CAXBY, 
Brigadier- (ienrral  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

:  Third  iudiiraement.] 

March  2,  1864. 
This  matter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  General  Butler. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 

(Fourth  iiiduraeiiient.l 

War  Department,  March  35,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Conmiissary-General  of  Prisoners,  with 
reference  to  .^[ajor-General  Hitclicock's  statement. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBT, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  Stmter,  Andrrsonrille,  (la.,  February  3ii.  18t;i. 
[General  J.  11.  Winder:] 

General  :  Inclosed  i)lease  lind  letter*  of  Maj.  J.  L.  Locke,  which  will 
explain  itself.  In  obedience  to  orders  t'rom  (^Juartermaster-General  I 
am  tirst  endeavoring  to  get  my  su[)plies  Irom  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, and  I  am  ipiite  I'ertain  that  it  will  be  as  much  as  I  can  do  to 
supply  this  post  with  provisions  by  getting  what  I  can  from  the  Com- 
missary Department  aiul  purchasing  the  balance.  If  instructions  can 
be  given  to  ^laj.  P.  W.  White,  chief  purchasing  commissary  of  Florida, 
to  turn  over  or  sell  beeves  to  me  at  (^uincy,  Fla.,  it  would  be  of  very 
great  assistance  to  me.     Of  course  1  shall  have  to  have  the  beef  driven 
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myself.     I  am  told  by  reliable  anthority  that  Major  White  haa  already 
))urchased  large  quantities  of  cattle  in  Florida,  and  lie  has  his  agents 
Xhroughont  the  State.     Please  give  this  matter  your  earliest  attention. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

It.  15.  WINDER. 
Captain  and  A.ssintant  (^narterma.slrr. 


Gamp  Sumter,  Audir.sonrillr,  Fchnuinj  :j(>,  iSHL 
[:\laj.  p.  W.  White:] 

Major  :  I  have  as  yet  only  received  some  1(),00()  pounds  of  the  bacon 
ordered  to  me.  Y'our  agent  at  Auiericus  did  not  have  on  baud  more 
than  4,U00  or  5,000  pouuds.  The  prisoners  arrive  here  to-day.  Please 
make  some  arrangemeut  at  once  about  my  supply  of  bacon  which  wid 
insure  me  against  failure.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  feed  pris- 
oners on  beef  so  far  as  it  <an  be  obtained  tirom  Phnicla,  but  it  is  not 
yet  in  conditiou  to  drive.  Will  keep  you  adviseil  in  this  matter.  Meal 
1  can  supply  myself  with.  Major  Locke  instructed  me  to  call  upon 
you  for  your  present  rates  of  purchase  for  the  Government  in  the 
Commissary  Department. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  P.  WINDER, 
Ciiptiiiii  mid  Afi-'<i.staiit   (Jiiurtt'rmiistcr. 


National  Hotel,  Wasliiniiton,  Fehmarij  l>1,  1^i>4, 
His  Excellency  President  A.  Lincoln: 

In  addressing  you  personally  I  otter  as  an  excuse  a  request  from 
friends  to  do  so.  My  object  is  to  bring  the  suljject  of  the  imprisonment 
and  condition  of  my  fellow-otiicers  at  Libby  Prison,  Richmonil,  Va., 
and  the  extreme  suffering  of  our  enlisted  men  on  Belle  Isle  (that  rebel 
hell)  before  you.  Having  recently  escaped  from  Libby  with  others,  I 
can  speak  advisedly.  So  far  as  the  otticers  are  concerned  their  treat- 
ment can  be  tolerated,  though  it  is  indeed  bad,  but  the  enlisted  meu 
are  treated  brutally,  cruelly.  Many  have  frozen  this  winter:  many  more 
have  died  from  actual  starvation.  Prom  the  causes  above  mentioned 
about  twenty  per  day  ai-e  dying,  and  should  they  remain  during  tiie 
si)ring  and  summer  in  contiuement  1  am  satisfied  more  than  one-half 
will  never  again  be  tit  for  duty.  These  men  are  our  best  and  bravest 
soldiers,  very  few  being  skulkers.  Can  not,  ought  not,  something  t  >  be 
done  for  these  l)iave  fellows?  Should  any  (|uestion  of  policy  stand  in 
the  way  of  their  release.'  Something  ought  to  be  done,  if  consistent 
with  the  honor  of  our  Government  and  the  aih  aiici-iniMit  of  (jur  rom- 
irion  cause.  1  was  requested  by  Lieut.  Col.  P.  S.  Noitlicott.  of  VVe^t 
Virgiiua.  who  is  a  jirisoner  at  Liiiby.  to  call  at  the  I'^xecutive  Mansion 
and  see  you  in  regard  to  his  condition.  lie  de-iied  me  to  see  you 
becan.se  lie  knew  you  to  have  a  warm,  .sympathetic  heart.  Colomd 
Xorthcott,  Twelftii  Virginia,  has  been  confined  in  Libby  since  about 
the  L'Oth  day  of  June  and  would  have  escaped  with  me  but  that  his 
health  was  too  bad  to  undertake  it.  The  coloners  health,  if  he  remains 
much  longer  in  Libby,  will  be  wholly  destroyed,  ami  should  he  b(>  soon 
released  I  thiidc  he  could  soon  lecruit  his  health  and  enter  the  licld 
again,  which  he  greatly  desires.  I  would  humbly  petition  you  for  the 
lii:  i;  i;  — -Kiiii.;s  it.  \  (Jt.   \  r 


978-  PRISONERS    OF   WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

purpose  of  preserving  a  valuable  life  to  the  country,  for  humanity's 
sake,  for  all  that  is  sacred,  have  Colonel  Xorthcott  released  by  special 
exchange,  if  it  can  not  be  done  otherwise.  Colonel  Xorthcott  begged 
this  favor  of  me,  but  do  not  think  that  I  have  forgotten  my  other  fel- 
low-officers. Although  I  have  through  great  trials,  dangers,  and  diffi- 
culties restored  myself  to  liberty,  which  is  appreciated  fully  by  me,  I 
can  not  forj;et  my  brother  officers  aud  fellow-soldiers  yet  in  bonds. 
Excuse  this  liberty. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  P.  KENDEICK, 
ColoHi-l  Third  West  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


War  Department.   Washinijton  City,  February  :23,  1864. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washin.f/ton,  D.  C. : 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  loth  instant,  in  which  you  advert  to  your  previous 
letter  of  the  29th  of  December  last,  requesting  that  instructions  should 
be  uiveu  for  the  close  coutiuement  in  irous  of  Commander  William  A. 
Webb  and  s.ome  other  ]u-isoners  captured  in  the  rebel  steamer  Atlanta, 
iu  retaliation  for  the  close  coutiuement  in  irons  of  Lieut.  Commander 
E.  P.  Williams  "and  others,  of  the  F.  S.  Navy,  and  now  desire  to  be 
informed  what  action  has  been  taken  thereon  by  this  Department. 

In  reply  the  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  say  that  your  previous 
letter  was  referred  to  the  commissioner  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 
It  is  understood  that  no  officers  of  the  U.  S.  N'avy  are  now  kept  in 
irons  by  the  rebels,  but  General  Butler  has  been  telegraphed  for 
further  infornuxtiou,  and  if  any  are  so  held  an  equal  number  •will  be 
subjected  to  the  same  treatment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  servant. 

.       '  ED.  R.  S.  CA2fBY. 

BriijadierOentral  und  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War   Iiepaktment,   Washimjton  City,  February  :^2,  1864. 
Ma].  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Corndg.  Department  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe: 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  send  an  experimental 
boat  under  tiag  of  truce  to  City  Point,  Va.,  with  1200  rebel  officers,  with 
an  ofler  to  exchange  tliem  for  a  like  number  of  U.  3.  officers  held  by 
the  rebel  autiioriries  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  City  Point  nnder  the  charge  of  Major 
^lulford,  agent  for  exchange,  who  will  be  instructed  by  you  to  make  a 
formal  oifer  to  exchange  them  for  a  like  numlier  of  F.  S.  officers  of  corre- 
spontiiug  grades  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war  by  the  rebel  authorities 
at  Richmond.  \'a. 

The  prisoners  sent  up  will  be  placed  on  their  parole  not  to  go  beyond 
City  Point  and  to  return  with  the  tiaff  of  truce  boat  unless  duly  accepted 
aud  exchanged  by  the  rebtd  authorities. 

Very  respectfuliv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

ED.  R.  S.  CAXBY, 
Drigadier-Gencral  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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FoBT  MONEOB,  February  22, 1864. 
General  Ed.  R.  S,  Canby: 

Two  officers  are  kept  by  the  rebels  prisoners  in  irons  and  in  close 
confinement  in  allefred  retaliation  for  two  captains  kept  in  prison  by- 
order  of  General  Burnside,  having  been  tried  by  court-martial.  I  have 
addressed  Mr.  Onld  on  the  subject  by  last  tiag  of  truce  and  expect  an 
answer  soon. 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

February  22, 1864. 
The  two  officers  in  irons  in  Richmond  are  army  officers.     They  were 
placed  in  irons,  as  (ieneral  Bntler  states,  in  retaliation  for  two  officers 
supposed  to  be  similarly  held  under  General  Burnside's  orders. 

The  rebels  are  iu  error  in  supposing  that  two  of  their  officers  are  in 
irons  as  they  allege. 

General  Terry  has  been  communicated  with  on  the  subject,  and  by 
telegraph  states  the  fact  as  above. 

The  naval  officers  placed  in  irons  on  account  of  Beall's  marauding 
party  have  been  released  from  close  confinement,  as  I  understand,  but 
General  Butler  must  know  and  it  would  be  well  to  inijuire  of  him. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Fort  Monroe,  V'a.,  February  32,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War: 

Flag-of-truce  boat  arrived.  No  news  of  mditary  movements  of  inter- 
est. I  am  able  to  answer  more  particularly  about  the  officers  in  irons. 
There  are  but  two,  in  retaliation  for  two  officers  confined  iu  Alton,  111., 
penitentiary,  by  order  of  General  Burnside,  as  is  alleged. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General.  Com mandiruj. 


Washington,   D.  C,  February  32,  1S64. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  From  a  conversation  I  have  just  had  with  Colonels  Hobart  and 
Boyd,  two  of  our  returned  prisoners  frciin  Richmond,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  it  is  expedient  to  send  an  experimental  boat  under  fiag  of 
truce  to  City  Point  with  100,  and  possibly  2(M)  or  300  officers,  prisoners 
i)f  war,  with  an  ofl'er  to  exchange  them  for  Federal  officers,  prisoners  in 
Richmond,  of  corresponding  grades. 

The  gentlemen  ;ibove  named  ai)[)ear  to  be  i|uite  confident  that  we 
can  by  this  means  withdraw  a  numl)er  of  our  prisoners  from  Richmond; 
that,  notwithstanding  the  public  dechiration  from  the  other  side  on  tlie 
.subject  of  recogniziug  or  the  refusal  to  recognize  Geuerai  Butler  iu  tlie 
business  of  exchange,  the  rebel  authorities  will  feel  compelled  to  accept 
their  own  officers  and  return  a  like  number. 

If  they  should  refuse  to  do  so  the  returned  prisoners  give  their  opin- 
ion that  the  refusal  will  seriously  damage  the  cause  uf  the  South,  and 
in  this  opinion  I  concur  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  that 
Geuerai  Butler  be  instructed  to  make  the  experiment  suggested,  unless 
there  should  be  reasons  against  it  unknown  to  me. 

(ieneral  Butler,  f>f  cnurse,  would  not  go  to  City  Point  himself.  Major 
3Iulford  could  execute  the  duty.     The  otlicers  sent  tor  exchange  might 
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be  placed  under  parole  to  go  no  farther  than  City  Point,  unless  accepted 
and  exchanged  on  the  other  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITOHCOCR, 
Maj.  Qen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinijton,  D.  C,  February  32,  lt<64. 

Col.    E.    D.    TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  Lieat.  Col.  H.  C.  Hobart,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Volan- 
teers,  and  Col.  J.  F.  Boyd,  assistant  quartermaster,  have  just  reported 
to  me  as  escaped  from  Richmond,  and,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  former  may  be  ordered  to 
join  his  regiment,  with  permission  to  delay  en  route  thirty  days,  and 
that  the  latter  may  be  ordered  to  report  at  such  station  as  he  may  be 
assigned  to  by  the  Quartermaster!  reueral,  with  like  authority  to  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal  General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  22,  1S64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  thorough 
iuspectionof  the  military  prisons  in  this  city,  a  detailed  report  of  which 
I  forward  herewith.  As  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh,  acting  assistant 
provost-marsbal-general,  accompanied  me  on  my  inspection,  when  I 
called  his  attention  to  such  necessary  reforms  as  came  under  his  juris- 
diction, and  as  the  sanitary  reforms  required  are  only  such  as  may  be 
readily  perceived  by  an  energetic  and  capable  medical  officer,  and  such 
I  understand  Surgeon  Breed  to  be,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to 
give  any  written  instructions  on  the  subject,  being  only  careful  to  draw 
the  attention  of  both  these  otiftcers  to  the  necessary  points.  Benton 
Barracks  1  did  not  visit,  they  being  now  occupied  by  Federal  troops. 
Would  it  not  be  practicable  to  transfer  these  prisoners  to  lienton 
Barracks?  A  portion  of  that  camp  could  he  readily  prepared  to 
receive  them,  and  would  not  re{iuire  a  much  greater  guard  than  is  now 
employed.  Neither  of  the  buildings  now  in  use  are  well  adapted  to 
their  purpose.  The  main  building  of  the  Gratiot  Street  Prison  might 
be  retained  for  aeutenced  prisoners,  or  still  better,  retain  the  peniten- 
tiary at  Alton  for  such  i)risi)n('rs,  and  dispose  of  the  remainder  among 
the  other  prison  camps.  I  ask  pardon,  colonel,  if,  in  presuming  to  offer 
these  suggestions,  I  exceed  my  duty.  There  being  a  prospect  of  Alton 
being  placed  within  (jeneral  Eosecrans'  department,  he  has  requested 
me  to  furnish  him  with  an  abstract  of  my  report  on  the  condition  of  that 
post,  and  also  with  the  same  in  reference  to  this  post.  I  shall  leave 
to-morrow  morning  for  Rock  Island,  stoiiping  at  Chicago  to  obtain  any 
communication  which  may  be  there  awaiting  me  from  your  office. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  (tiKl  Acting  Mt'dinil  Inspic/nr  of  Priso7iers  of  War. 
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Report  of  inspection  of  the  Gratiot  Street  Military  Prison  and  hospital 
at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Febrtiary  20,  1SIJ4,  by  A.  M.  Clark,  surgeon  and 
acting  medical  inspector  of  prisoners  of  war. 

SiirgeoQ  in  charge— Actg,  Asst.  Surg.  G.  H.  ITood.    Surg.  B.  B.  Breed, 
r.  S.  Volunteers,  has  just  reported,  but  lias  not  yet  assumed  charge. 

Location — corner  Gratiot  and streets,  in  southern  part  of  city. 

^'iciuage — city.  Topography— ground  somewhat  elevated.  Drainage — 
into  main  street  sewer;  not  very  good.  IJuildings,  t'onnerly  McDowell 
."Medical  College — main  building  with  two  wings,  also  two  dwelling 
houses  used  tor  hospital  purposes.  Wards— two  in  main  prison,  one 
si|uare  room  ou  secorul  rioor  of  north  wing,  7(»  by  70  by  14  feet;  one 
octagonal  room  ou  second  rioor  of  main  building  about  00  feet  in  diam 
eter  and  15  feet  high;  also  <i  rooms  each  about  U  by  15  by  9  feet  in 
the  dwelling  houses;  capacity,  about  125  betls.  Xumber  of  patients — 
1-4  III  hos[)ital.  Condition  of  j)atients — not  at  all  satisfactory;  bedding, 
clothing, aiul  persons,  foul;  wards  in  bad  police.  Patients,  present  num- 
ber of  prisoners — coinmissioiied  officers,  54;  enlisted  men,  521;  total, 
575.  Ventilation,  warming,  and  lighting — the  prison  and  hospital  may 
be  said  to  be  entirely  unventilated.  Xo  arrangements  made,  except  by 
side  windows,  and  these  are  but  few  in  number,  and  kept  almost  con- 
stantly closed.  From  the  gener.al  construction  of  the  building  this 
defect  can  hardly  be  remedied.  Sufficiently  wanned  by  coal  stoves, 
lighted  by  gas.  Prison  lavatories  and  baths  in  basement,  but  insuffi- 
cient, and  apparently  but  little  used.  None  tor  hospital.  Hospital 
washing  done  outside  and  paid  for  from  iiospital  fund.  VVater — supply 
ample,  from  city  water-works.  Sewerage — into  main  street  sewer. 
VV'aterchtsets,  latrines,  and  sinks — in  prison  yard,  except  one  in  S(iuare 
hospital  ward;  insufficient  in  number  and  size,  ami  at  i)tesent  in  very 
loul  condition;  are  drained  into  main  sewer,  and  could,  with  a  little 
care,  be  readily  kept  clean  and  in  good  order.  I'jxcreta,  removal  of — 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  at  hand  to  keep  sewer  constantly 
tiushed  and  clear.  Furniture  and  utensils — supply  sufficient,  but  in 
very  bad  order.  Prison  bedding — sutiicient,  but  foul,  never  aired;  in 
hiispital.  better,  but  not  at  all  in  proper  condition.  Prismi  kitchen 
and  kitchen  utensils — this  with  the  mess-room  is  in  much  better  condi- 
tion than  any  other  part  of  the  prison,  is  well  furnished,  and  in  toler- 
ably good  order  and  police.  There  are  two  hospital  kitchens  in  the 
<l  welling  houses,  both  well  furnished.  The  general  kitchen  is  in  miser- 
ablcpolice.  The  low-diet  kitchen  is  in  very  gooil  order,  aud  is  presided 
over  by  two  Sisters  of  Charity.  Cooks,  cooking,  and  serving — the  cooks 
are  detailed  prisoners;  the  cooking  ajjfjears  to  be  well  done.  Quality 
and  variety  of  diet — in  prison,  the  ordinary  ration  ;  in  hos])ital.  no  regu- 
lar iliet  table;  extra  diet  freely  supplied  from  liospital  lund.  Knajisack 
rooms — a  room  over  the  square  ward  is  provided  tor  storing  clothing, 
>>vc..  of  hospital  patients;  in  very  bad  order.  Dispensary — in  pretty 
good  order,  under  charge  of  hospital  steward.  Iiistruincnts,  medicines, 
0>cc. — supply  sufficient  and  in  pretty  gooil  order.  Compounding  and  dis- 
pensing— by  prisoners,  under  supervision  ot  acting  hospital  steward. 
llos]iital  stores  and  comforts — sufficient  supply.  Hospital  records  and 
accounts — loosely  kept.  Hospital  fund — lainiary  31,  1804,  8561,74. 
l']xpenditures — articles  of  diet  and  washing;  latter  item  charged  8175 
for  January.  Hospital  clothing — supply  said  to  lie  sufficient.  lieports — 
loosely  made.  Laundresses  and  laundry — hospital  washing  done  out- 
side; prison  washing  done  in  basement;  siUhcieiit  conveniences  pro- 
vided, but  their  use  not  apparently  enforced.     Pepair,  alterations,  aud 
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additions — whole  building  requires  repair,  especially  north  wing,  which 
is  in  a  dilapidated  and  apparently  dangerous  condition.  Prevention  of 
lire — no  adequate  precautions  taken;  plenty  of  hose,  but  too  small  to  be 
effective.  Medical  attendance — chaplain,  hitherto  careless  and  inefia- 
cient,  medical  supervision  being  only  directed  to  the  hospital,  and  care- 
lessly at  that;  apparently  no  attention  paid  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  prisoners  in  quarters.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Doctor  Breed  will 
inaugurate  a  reform  in  this  particular.  Discipline  and  police — no  disci- 
pline perceptible;  spasmodic  attempts  at  police  by  deluging  the  build- 
ing with  water.  Nurses — men.  detailed  prisoners;  women,  two  Sisters 
of  Charity,  chiedy  attending  to  preparation  of  special  diet.  Post- 
mortem rooms  and  dead-house — in  upper  story  of  building  over  hos- 
pital: location  inconvenient  and  improper.  Interments — by  contract, 
in  city  cemetery.  Diseases  prevalent — pneumonia,  bronchitis,  catarrh, 
erysipelas.  Diseases  zymotic — one  case  of  varioloitl  occurred  in  the 
prison  about  ten  days  since,  was  at  once  removed.  Diseases,  mitiga- 
tion and  prevention  of — from  the  utter  want  of  attention  to  sanitary 
management,  and  the  ill-directed  etforts  at  policing  in  some  places 
and  its  entire  neglect  in  others,  with  the  absence  of  all  ventilation,  it 
is  only  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  sick  list  and  mortality  is  not  much 
greater  than  it  is. 

Report  for  January — aggregate  number  of  prisoners, ;  aggre- 
gate sick,  347;  deaths,  -iO;  percentage  of  deaths  to  aggregate  strength, 
to  sick,  0.08*1.     No  smallpox.    At  present  sick  in  hospital,  124. 


Medical  otRcers— Surg.  B.  B.  Breed,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  charge,  has 
but  just  reported,  and  has  not  yet  assumed  charge;  three  acting  assist- 
ant surgeons.  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  G.  H.  Hood  has  hitherto  been  in 
charge,  but  is  now  relieved  by  Surgeon  Breed.  His  administration  of 
the  medical  aB'airs  of  this  and  the  Myrtle  Street  Prison  is  but  a  com- 
mentary on  the  report  which  I  have  so  ofteu  had  occasion  to  make 
of  the  general  uutitness  of  contract  surgeons  for  a  charge  of  such 
importance  and  resi)Ousibility.  The  condition  of  this  prison  was  bad 
enough  at  my  last  inspection.  It  is  many  times  worse  now.  As  to  the 
Myrtle  Street  Prison,  its  sanitary  condition  is  a  disgrace  to  its  com- 
mandant, and  still  more  so  to  the  otticer  who  has  in  charge  its  medical 
supervision.     Prison  fund,  .Tanuary  31,  1864,  $4,jL'9.20. 

This  prisou  appears  to  be  policed  in  but  one  way.  A  hose  is  led  into 
each  room,  which  is  then  flooded  with  water,  washing  thie  rubbish  and 
debris  into  the  hall,  while  a  large  portion  of  water  finds  its  way  through 
the  cracks  and  holes  in  the  floor  into  the  rooms  beneath.  The  bedding  and 
blankets  are  left  in  the  bunks,  and  by  the  time  the  washing  is  over  are 
about  as  wet  as  the  floor.  In  one  of  the  strong  rooms  which  had.jast 
undergone  this  policing  ojieration  a  red-hot  stove  was  in  full  blast  and 
the  door  and  window  tightly  closed.  The  window  at  best  could  be 
opened  but  about  six  ini'hes.  A  fetid  steam  pervaded  the  room,  which 
sickened  me  in  a  few  raiiiutcs,  and  this  is  but  a  type  of  the  entire  prison. 
The  north  wing  of  the  prison,  containing  one  of  the  principal  prison 
([uarters,  the  largest  liiispital  ward,  and  in  the  basement,  the  kitchen 
and  mess-room  and  laundry  is  in  an  a])parently  dangerous  condition. 
The  west  wall  has  settled  some  eight  inches  in  the  center,  bulges  about 
the  same  distance  near  the  foundation,  and  presents  several  wide 
cracks  running  from  the  foundation  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  building. 
It  has  been  strongly  braced  and  propped  on  the  outside.  Still,  it 
appears,  at  least  to  an  unpracticed  eye,  in  great  danger  of  falling.  I 
would  suggest  that  a  survey  be  at  once  held  on  the  i)uildiiig  to  deter- 
mine the  question  of  its  safety.  The  only  prison  yard,  or  place  where 
the  prisoners  can  exercise  in  the  open  air,  is  on  the  west  side  of  the 
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md  is  about  70  by  20  feet  iu  dimensions.    It  is  surrounded 

fence,  and  contains  the  sinks,  the  snpply  of  fuel  on  hand, 

uj  of  rubbish.    The  two  dwelling  houses  used  for  hospital 

might  be  made  to  answer  their  purpose  tolerably  well,  but 

in  a  miserable  state  of  police  and  management,  overcrowded 

ly.     The  prison  office  and  prison  (piarters  for  commissioned 

occupy  the  south  wing,  and  are,  if  possible,  iu  worse  condition 

1  other  parts  of  the  prison.     Prisoners  of  war  under  sentence 

iued  in  strong  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  the  main  prison 

jrtle  Street  Military  Prison:  I  can  say  no  word  for  this  building 
vcept  in  unqualified  condemnation.  It  is  overcrowded  and  extremely 
filthy  in  every  part,  and  its  keeper,  a  civilian,  is  utterly  un(|ualificd  for 
liis  post.  Two  instances  will  suffice.  There  are  two  female  prisoners 
confined  here,  a  white  woman  and  a  colored  girl.  I  found  them  occu- 
pying a  room  on  the  second  floor,  about  ll!  by  5  by  S  feet  in  dimensions, 
with  two  windows,  both  of  which  were  nailed  down  and  the  door  locked. 
When  the  door  was  closed  the  only  possible  sui)[ily  of  air  was  through 
a  partly  broken  pane  of  glass,  The  air  of  the  room  was  rendered  still 
more  foul  by  a  close  stool,  which  bore  evidence  of  not  having  been 
cleansed  for  some  time.  The  white  woman  was  in  coufinemeut,  I  believe, 
for  stealing  from  a  soldier.  The  colored  girl  for  no  crime,  but  detained 
as  a  witness.  There  are  two  strong  rooms  in  this  prison,  each  eight  feet 
in  all  its  dimensions,  planked  and  ceiled  with  heavy  oak  plank.  The 
inner  room  only  opens  into  the  outer,  and  iu  both,  when  the  doors  are 
closed,  the  only  source  of  supply  for  fresh  air  is  through  aliout  a  dozen 
inch  auger  holes  not  leading  into  the  open  air)  in  one  corner  of  the 
ceiling  and  the  same  number  near  the  floor.  In  the  inner  of  these 
rooms  I  found  six  men  and  in  the  outer  room  two.  Those  in  the  inner 
room  would  thus  have  but  eighty-flve  and  one-third  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
man  and  with  no  possibility  of  renewal.  The  poor  fellows  were  pallid 
and  sufl'ering  severely  from  want  of  air.  I  am  happy  to  add  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh,  acting  assistant  provost  marshal-general, 
who  accompanied  me  on  my  ir)S[)ection,  took  the  same  view  of  the  mat- 
ter as  myself,  and  ordered  the  immediate  removal  of  these  men  toother 
quarters  and  that  no  others  be  placed  in  these  rooms  without  orders 
from  liiu). 

Present  number  of  prisoners — civilians,  male,  IS;  female,  L':  total, 
•"iO;  Federal  prisoners,  10-4;  total,  I.jI.  The  sick  are  removed  to  the 
Gratiot  Street  Prison  hos])ital.     Prison  fund,  .January  31,  8st)1.38. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  mid  .ivtinif  Medical   [nspectnr  of  Prisonerfi  of  War. 


Office  Co^nrrssARY-GENEUAL  hf  Prisoners, 

\Viinlii)if/ioii.  r>.  <'.,  Febrnnry  ^3,  1S64. 
ITon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Sirrrtanj  of  War,  W'u.'iliiiuitnn,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  a  communication  received  from  Major- 
General  Butler,  commissioner  for  exchanges,  in  relarion  to  tiie  sus))en- 
sion  of  the  order  which  lias  hitherto  been  in  force  at  Point  Lookout 
prohibiting  the  recejitiou  by  prisoners  of  war  of  articles  of  clothing, 
except  from  near  relatives,  or  of  boxes  of  provisions  under  any  cir- 
cumstances.* This  prohibitory  order  was  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
prisoners  at  all  our  prison  stations  were  receiving  large  supplies  of 

"See  Febninrv  20,  p.  HT'i. 
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clothing  and  provisioDS  not  only  from  relations,  but  from  ay 
and  those  who  were  disposed  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  p 
cause  of  the  rebellion  by  providing  for  all  the  wants  of  the 
our  hands,  thereby  giving  essential  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enet 
pressure  upon  commanders  was  attended  with  much  embarrn 
and  if  any  latitude  was  allowed  them  it  was  scarcely  possible 
vent  its  being  overstepped. 

The  reasons  urged  by  General  Butler  for  suspending  the  rest; 
are  readily  appreciated,  but  there  is  a  wide  difference  betwee 
Mr.  Ould  asks  for  rebel  prisoners  and  what  he  grants  to  Federa. 
oners.     He  is  willing  to  permit  the  friends  of  the  prisoners  hela 
liichmoud  or  other  rebel  prisons  to  send  from  the  loyal  States  via  Fori 
Monroe  boxes  of  clothing,  provisions,  &c.,  and  to  make  the  privilege 
reciprocal  he  can  only  ask  that  the  friends  of  rebel  prisoners  held  by 
us  may  be  permitted  to  send  from  the  rebel  States  the  same  class  of 
articles  and  by  the  same  route,  but  he  asks  that  contributions  may 
be  received  by  rebel  prisoners  from  the  friends  of  the  rebellion  in  the 
Xorth,  a  privilege  which  is  scarcely  admissible. 

The  prisouerswe  hold  are  well  fed  and  clothed,  and  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  the  interference  of  friends,  but  it  is  not  so  with  Federal  officers 
and  soldiers  in  rebel  prisons;  they  must  suffer  greatly  for  food  and 
clothing,  unless  they  are  supplied  by  public  or  private  contributions 
from  the  loyal  States.  To  accomplish  this  very  desirable  end,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  General  Butler  be  directed  to  propose  to  Mr. 
Quid  a  reciprocity  arrangement,  viz,  that  the  prisoners  held  by  either 
party  shall  be  permitted  to  receive  from  public  or  private  sources 
within  their  respective  lines,  to  be  forwarded  via  City  Point  and  some 
point  to  be  agreed  upon  in  the  West,  such  articles  of  food  and  clothing 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  prisoners.  Should  this 
proposition  be  rejected,  it  may  then  be  considered  whether  for  the 
sake  of  our  suffering  officers  and  soldiers  in  rebel  prisons  it  will  be 
advisable  to  consent  to  an  agreement  which  gives  the  rebels  so  many 
advantages. 

I  do  not  concur  with  General  Butler  in  recommending  that  rebel 
l)risoners  be  permitted  to  buy  such  clothing  or  other  articles,  liquors 
excepted,  as  they  may  desire.  Such  a  privilege  would  be  attended 
with  many  inconveniences,  besides  enabling  them  to  tit  themselves  out 
with  a  serviceable  outfit,  for  which  transportation  would  have  to  be 
furnished  when  they  are  sent  South  for  exchange,  and  there  would  be 
no  corresponding  advantage  on  our  side,  as  our  prisoners  would  find 
few  similar  articles  in  the  Richmond  markets  within  their  reach. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  two  letters*  from 
Colonel  Kichardson,  commanding  Camp  Chase,  suggesting  tlie  neces- 
sity of  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  articles  to  prisoners  of  war,  and 
also  a  list  of  articles  which  I  liad  the  honor  some  time  since  to  recom- 
mend might  be  sold  at  each  prison  station  by  a  suitable  person  to  be 
selected  by  the  commanding  officer.  The  sale  of  these  articles,  I  think, 
might  be  allowed  without  detriment  to  the  service. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  submit  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Butlert 
to  which  his  is  a  reply.  I  also  inclose  a  communication  bearing  upon 
this  subject  i-eceived  from  Brigadier-General  Lockwood  since  the  fore- 
going was  written. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EOFFMAX, 
Colonii  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

'See  Ffbniary  13  and  IS,  pp.  947,  9(36. 
f  S(?c  Fubiuary  1.",  p.  'J5l. 
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War  Department,  March  1, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
ouers  for  report  if  the  authorities  in  the  rebel  States  have  permitted 
our  prisoners  to  receive  comforts  in  the  shape  of  food  or  clothing  from 
people  residing  in  those  States. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  E.  S.  CxVNBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Asuistant  Adjutant-General. 


.March  J,  1SG4. 
It  is  believed  that  no  Union  man  in  the  South  can  so  tar  make  him- 
self known,  in  the  presence  of  the  rebel  army,  as  to  show  even  ordinary 
sympathy  for  Federal  prisoners  of  war.  much  less  furnish  supplies. 

Unless"  a  rigid  system  of  retaliation  should  be  ordered,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  a  specified  class  of  needful  supplies  might  be  authorized 
to  be  delivered  to  rebel  prisoners  by  their  friends,  always,  of  course, 
under  proper  surveillance. 

E.  A.  IIITOIICOCK, 
^lajor-General  of   Volunteers. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

The  arrangement  made  by  Major-General  Butler  is  approved.  The 
supplies  which  the  prisoners  are  allowed  t.>  receive  will  not  be  limited 
to  specified  articles,  but  will  be  determined  by  questions  of  reci[)rocity ; 
it  being  an  object  to  give  the  rebel  authorities  no  excuse  for  withhold- 
ing supplies  sent  to  our  own  prisoners. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

El).  R.  S.  CAXBY, 

Ihi(jadier-<jeneral. 


Camp  Sumter,  AndrrsonrilU\  (la..  Fel>ruar>j  ,;■,;,  JS6I. 
Captain  Brotherton: 

When  I  was  in  Savannali  I  suggested  to  Major  Locke,  chief  pur- 
chasing commissary  for  tliis  State,  that  I  would  gladly  teed  any  oBal 
from  the  slaughter  houses  in  .Vlbany  that  could  not  readily  be  kept  on 
hand  or  forwarded  to  the  army  to  the  prisoners  at  this  post,  thereby 
saving  that  much  provision  to  the  Government,  but  never  dreamed  of 
paying  >i-  apiece  for  the  lu.\ury  of  beef  tongues  for  tliem,  or  81  for 
shanks,  or  M  cents  per  pound  tor  shank  meat  and  pickled  hearts.  But 
as  I  am  instructed  tirst  to  make  my  lairchases  from  the  Commissary 
Department  I  will  either  submit  your  [iriccs  to  tlie  proper  authorities, 
in  your  department,  to  know  it'  sucli  are  the  estaldished  prices  of  the 
commissary,  or  I  will  hold  the  shi[iiiieut  which  I  have  received  of  you 
subject  to  your  order.  Please  answer  at  once.  I  regret  that  any  mis- 
understanding about  lirices  shouhl  have  taken  place,  but  will  assure 
you  that  Mr.  Pickett  entirely  misunderstood  his  instructions  in  pur- 
chasing at  any  such  i)rices.  Of  c(nirse  I  shall  not  want  any  more. 
Very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

K.  P..  WTXDKR, 
Captain   and  A.f.sintant   ijaartennaster. 


986  PRISONERS    OF    WAR   AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Office  Commissionee  for  Exchange,. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  24.  1861. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ocxd,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Yn.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  iuform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  and  present 
condition  of  Capt.  Frederick  B.  Doten,  Company  F,  Foarteenth^Con- 
necticnt  Volunteers ?  He  was  captured  on  the  6th  instant,  in  Sedg- 
wick's advance  os-er  the  Rapidaii. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be.  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  24,  18ti4. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Comniissioner  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

S[R :  1  bes'  leave  to  inclose  a  letter  from  the  father  of  Captain  Waller, 
who  has  been  supposed  by  the  Confederate  authorities  to  be  couliued 
in  the  State  prison,  and  for  whom  Captain  Ives  has  been  ordered  to 
solitary  confinement  in  irons  as  a  hostage;  you  will  see  that  the  whole 
matter  is  a  mistake,  to  which  I  beg  to  call  your  attention. 

Please  inform  me  whether  the  irons  have  been  removed  from  I\-es 
and  his  associate. 

Will  you,  under  the  circumstances,  exchange  Ives  for  Waller? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
.]raior- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


The  State  of  Ohio,  Executive  Department, 

Colttinbu.s,  February  24,  ISM. 
Col.  WILLIA3I  Hoffman. 

Ciiinmis.s/n-y-fleneral  of  Prisoyiers,  Washington,  E.  C: 
Sir:  Ou  Saturday  last  it  was  discovered  that  the  band  of  Morgan's 
men  in  the  <.)hio  penitentiary  had  arranged  for  an  attempt  at  escape  by 
an  assault  with  weapons  upon  the  guard.    They  had  stolen,  one  by  one, 
a  lot  of  the  table  knives,  and.  by  the  use  of  files  procured  at  the  time  of 
escape  of  John  Morgan  and  the  stone  tloors  of  their  cells,  had  ground 
them  to  sharp-pointed  and  daugerous  weapons.     A  thorough,  and  to 
them  unexpected,  search  was  made  and  nine  of  these  knives  and  two 
files  taken  from  them,  tilling  the  number  we  were  informed  they  pos- 
sessed.    I  have  cleared  the  west  wing  of  convicts  and  placed  these  pris- 
oners there.     They  are  now  entirely  isolated  from  convicts  and  all  but 
their  jiroper  guards.     Their  meals  will  be  served  to  them  in  this  wing, 
and  all  eating  implements  counted  out  and  in  to  them  daily.     The  lead- 
ers of  this  l>and  are  desperate  men,  capable  of  any  crime.     The  disclo- 
sure of  tills  plot  was  made  by  one  of  the  baud,  whose  life  would  be  in 
, anger  if  his  uanie  or  the  fact  of  such  a  communication  was  known. 
'is  conduct  has  l>een  very  good  tiius  far.     If  it  holds  good  in  the  future 
L  will  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  his  case  to  you  for  consideration. 
Very  respectfullv, 

JNO.  BROUGH. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  24,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Weer,  Commanding  Military  Prison,  Alton,  III: 

Colonel  :  By  direction  of  tbe  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  etiects  left  by  deceased  prison- 
ers will  be  taken  posses.siou  of,  the  money  and  valuables  to  be  reported 
to  this  otfice  (see  note  under  head  of  remarks  on  blank  for  semi- 
monthly report  of  deceased  prisoners),  and  the  clothinjj,  if  of  any  value, 
to  be  ^iven  to  other  prisoners  who  may  require  it.  If  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  deceased,  beins'  loyal,  claim  the  money  or  other 
valuables,  the  claim,  with  the  proof,  will  be  forwarded  to  this  office. 
All  moneys  left  by  or  accruiuo-  from  the  sale  of  valuables  or  other 
etiects  of  deceased  prisoners  will  ]>e  placed  in  the  camp  or  prison  fund 
until  called  for. 

\'erv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  HARTZ, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  all  commanders  of  military  prisons  and  hospitals  for  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  of  war.) 


Rock  Island,  III.,  February  24,  1864. 
Co\.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I).  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  to- 
nijiht.  Your  telejfram  of  this  date  is  received,  and  report  of  inspection 
shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible.  I  understand  from  the  surgeon 
in  charge,  whom  I  have  already  seen,  that,  although  the  smallpox  is 
increasing  in  actual  number  of  cases,  it  is  not  at  all  increasing  in  viru- 
lence, a  large  proi>ortion  of  the  present  cases  being  hardly  more  than  a 
severe  form  of  varioloid.  I  am  informed  that  work  on  the  hospitals 
goes  on  but  slowly,  the  snmllpox  barracks  being  not  yet  completed. 
1  shall  remain  here,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  until  these  are  com- 
pleted and  every  case  of  the  disease  removed  from  the  prison  proper, 
leaving  no  reason  for  any  furtJier  spread.  This  will  probably  be  about 
March  1  or  2.  From  here  I  propose  to  go  to  Xashville.  Tenn.,  where 
tlie  smallpox  is  also  prevailing;  thence  to  Jlemphis,  and  then  start  on 
my  return  round. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  :^I.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  ami  Acting  ^[edival  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Headviuarters  Fiirt  Warren, 

Huston  Harbor,  Februtiry  Ji,  L^flL 
Col.  William  Hoffman. 

Couiniissari/  (irmral  <i/  Prisoners.   Wdshini/toii.  I>.  C: 
vSiR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  ynu  of  the  arrival  at  this  post  of 
Capt.  Frank  Battle,  a  prisoner  nf  \v;ir.  who  arrived  here  yesterday  in 
<:harge  of  a  guard.     He  has  been  jthiced  in  close  continemenr  and  irons 
as  per  your  instructions  under  d;ite  February  lo,  ISOi. 

1  am,  sir,  verv  re.^pectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

STHPIIEX  CABOT. 
Major  First  Batt.  Ifeary  Artij.  Massacliusetts  Vols.,  Comdg.  I'ust. 
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-  =    :^3^r  -^  =  OpPICE  SPEGIAB  COJSOnSSIOTTBEv 

-■  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  February  25,  18a I. 

His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  LmcoLN, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

My  Dbae  Fkiend  :  Don't  even  imagine  from  receiving  two  letters 
from  me  of  the  same  date  that  1  have  sefe  my  auger  for  "boring 
through."  I  will  not  take  another  chip  out  of  you  for  many  days  here- 
after. In  my  capacity  as  special  commissioner,  in  which  1  have  acted 
for  many  months  (how  faithfully  Judge- Advocate  L.  (J.  Turner  can  tell), 
I  receive  a  great  many  applications  from  conscript  deserters  and  pris- 
oners of  war  who  pray  for  release.  As  they  are  strictly  outside  of  the 
letter  of  my  instructions,  and  hence  of  my  jurisdiction,  I  can  but  hear 
and  forward  their  complaints.  As  respects  the  former  class  they  are 
unintentionally  subjected  to  a  grievous  wrong  in  being  imprisoned. 
There  are  hundreds  at  this  and  other  camps  who  have  encountered 
inconceivable  perils  in  avoiding  and  deserting  the  rebel  service,  and 
who  have  forsaken  fathers,  mothers,  wives,  and  children  rather  than  be 
enemies  of  our  tlag  and  Union,  and  yet,  after  having  sought  our  protec- 
tion, are  cast  into  and  kept  in  prison.  Such  men  ought  to  be  crowned 
rather  than  degraded  for  their  heroism.  If  there  is  no  testimony 
rebutting  their  declarations  they  are  entitled  to  the  ordinary  presump- 
tions of  innocence,  especially  with  the  fact  of  their  having  deserted 
being  notorious  and  admitted.  They  are  at  least  entitled  to  an  imme- 
diate examination.  I  have  again  and  again  submitted  this  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  Major  Turner.  As  to  the  captured  prisoners  of 
war  this  is  my  suggestion,  that  their  applications  for  the  benefit  of  this 
amnesty  proclamation  ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  rigid  examination, 
and  where  the  facilities  of  mail  communication  permit  they  ought  to  be 
required  to  produce  the  testimony  of  loyal  men  that  they  are  persons 
in  good  repute  for  veracity  and  integrity.  In  my  experience  with 
political  prisoners  I  have  not  found  it  uncertain  or  difficult  to  test  and 
determine  the  genuineness  or  falseness  by  a  searching  examination  of 
their  pretensions  and  declarations.  I  would  rather  base  my  judgment 
upon  the  manner,  api^earance,  mode,  and  circumstances  of  answers  to 
interrogatories  than  upon  any  imaginable  quantity  of  certificates.  I 
have  examined  and  reported  upon  over'  1,200  cases  within  the  past 
fifteen  months,  and  I  have  not,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  been  mistaken  in 
my  conclusions  in  a  single  case  where  I  formed  my  judgment  upon  an 
examination  of  the  prisoner  under  oath.  This  point  1  cannot  elaborate. 
8ome  method  ought  to  be  adopted  ibr  giving  applicants  the  benefit  of 
the  amnesty  or  allegiance  oath.  As  the  privilege  is  now  granted  it  is 
necessarily  the  fact  tliat  those  who  can  command  influential  friends  by 
affection  or  otherwise  have  their  cases  presented  and  obtain  relief,  while 
tlie  hun>bler  and  the  more  meritorious,  w^ho  have  been  misled  by  the 
iiiMnential  ;uid  designing,  remain  in  prison  iincared  for  and  unprotected. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  this  matter  merits  prompt  attention. 

\'ery  kind  regards  to  ^Irs.  L. 
Yours,  truly, 

SAML.  GALLOWAY. 

[First  indorsBment.] 

March  3,  1864, 
Respectfully  referred  by  the  President  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War. 

.     .  J2fO.  G.  NIGOLAY, 

Frivate  /Secretary. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

March  7,  1864. 
It  is  presumed  that  all  of  the  cases  referred  to  iu  this  letter  will 
come  properly  before  a  board. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

[Tliird  indorsement.) 

War  Department,  March  s,  iSfi4. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Coinraissary-Geiieral  of  Prisouers,  who 
will  return  with  this  letter  all  the  papers  relative  to  prisoners  in  whose 
cases  recommendations  have  been  made  by  Commissioner  Galloway. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  K.  S.  CANBY, 
Brigadier  (ieneral  and  Asuistant  Adjutant-General 


Office  ConiissARv-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Wasliinf/ton,  March  :>,  /^V)'/. 
TJespectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  with  the  accompauy- 
injj;'  I'cjwrts  of  (Jomniissioncr  Galloway. 

w.  iioffma:n^. 

Colonel   Third  Infantnj  and  Conuninsari/- General  of  Prisoners. 


Fort  JIonroe,  Va.,  February  2'>,  18H4. 
Brisadier-Geiieral  Canby,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Ycmr  communicatiou  in  relation  to  200  rebel  orticers  is  received,  and 
immediate  measures  will  be  taken  to  put  it  into  execution. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Vonimaudina. 


Headqi^vrtees  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Ale.randria,  February  :.'5,  lSii4. 
Col.  E.  L.  Mklineux, 

Commissioner  of  E.vchan<je  in  behalf  of 

Maj.  Gen.  \V.  B.  Franklin.,  U.  S.  Army  : 

OOLONEL:  I  am  instructed  by  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  C.  S.  Army, 
commandins'  District  of  Western  Louisiana,  to  call  your  attention  to  t!ie 
following  matters,  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  l)rought  to  the 
notice  of  Major-CTeiicral  Franklin,  conimanding  U.  S.  forces  in  the  Held 
in  Western  Louisiana,  aud  with  tlic  lio[ie  that  steps  may  be  taken  to 
release  the  parties  referred  to  from  arrest  and  coniiiiemeiit. 

-Majordeiieral  Taylor  is  iiiforme(l  by  the  lieutcnautcoloiicl  com- 
maiuling  the  Twenty-sixth  Lonisiiina  Regiment  of  Infantry  tliat  about 
the  hist  of  Octol)er.'l.S'i;i.  tlie  lolhiwiug  soldiers  of  that  regiment,  who 
had  been  reguhirly  paroleil  at  the  capture  of  Vieksliurg  l)y  the  I'.S. 
forces,  and  wvvl'  at  their  hoine>  in  the  parisli  of  Lafayette  (if  this  State, 
were  arrested  l)y  a  purtion  nf  the  command  nt'  .Ma  joi-(  General  Franklin, 
sent  to  New  Orleans  and  lodged  in  luisiiii.  u  here  f liey  are  now  eoutined. 
Tiie  names  of  tliese  men  are  Sei'i^r.  A.  I)  Landry,  Ci)mi)auy  E;  Corpl. 
Alfred  Peck.  Couijiany  E:  Private  .hiles  I  >uiion.C(iiiipaiiy  E  ;  A.Guidry, 
('om])any  .\  :  \'.  Comeau.  ('ouii)any  A:  Marshal  Falier,  Company  A,  all 
(if  the  Twentv-sixth  Lduisiana  Reirimeiit  nf  liifantr\'. 
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These  men  are  represented  as  having  been  quietly  at  their  homes, 
awaiting  their  exchange,  and  never  having  violated  their  paroles.  If 
such  are  the  facts,  1  have  to  request  that  they  may  be  released  from 
continement  and  returned  to  their  homes. 

I  am  also  instructed  to  communicate  with  you  relative  to  the  arrest 
and  deteDtion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Pratt,  a  citizen  of  Saint  Landry  Parish,  aud 
Judge  A.  Voorhies,  of  Saint  Martin  Parish. 

On  tlie  2d  of  January,  1864,  MaJ.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin  transmitted 
to  Ma.j.  Gen.  R.  Taylor  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Bauks, 
commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  dated  New  Orleans,  December 
19,  18tj3,  ou  the  subject  of  the  arrest  of  civilians,  non-combatants,  iu 
which  letter  Major-Geueral  Bauks  deprecates  the  arrest  of  those  who 
are  not  parties  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  contest  iu  which  we  are 
engaged,  -'who  should  be  relieved  as  far  as  possible  from  the  suffering 
incident  thereto."'  Iu  that  letter  Major  General  Banks  further  states: 
"I  do  not  approve  the  arrest  of  persons  without  other  cause  than  that 
they  are  found  withiu  the  lines  of  oue  army  or  the  other ; "  also,  '•  I  shall 
gladly  co-()perate  with  (General  Taylor  as  far  as  possible  iu  relieving 
from  the  horrors  of  war  those  who  are  not  in  any  just  sense  to  be  con- 
sidered as  participants  therein."'  In  the  same  letter  Maj  or- (General 
Banks,  referring  to  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  G.  Pratt,  justifies  it  upon 
the  ground  that  "he  is  recognized  by  the  officers  of  the  Government  of 
the  L'uited  States  as 'General  Pratt,' engaged  in  the  organization  of 
military  forces  for  the  Goufederate  Army,  \-c.j'"  and  states,  -if  he  is 
still  in  possession  of  his  authority  and  in  the  performance  of  this  duty 
he  is  rightly  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war."'  and  further,  '•!  have  received 
no  evidence  of  any  change  in  his  position  iu  that  respect;  until  such 
evidence  is  offered  there  cau  be  no  just  claim  for  his  release." 

On  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  Major-General  Banks"  letter  of  19th  of 
December,  above  referred  to.  Major-General  Taylor  at  once  released  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  been  arrested  by  him  who  were 
non-combatants,  and  I  addressed  to  Col.  C.  0.  Dwight,  commissioner  on 
behalf  of  .Major-General  Banks,  on  the  -1th  of  .January,  a  communica- 
tion, of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  iu  which,  it  was  believed,  the  evidence 
as  to  the  c<ui(lition  of  Judge  Voorhies  and  Mr.  Pratt  would  be  satis- 
lactory,  and  show  that  neither  of  these  gentlemen  could  "in  any  just 
sense  be  considered  as  participants  in  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
engaged.'" 

To  this  communication  no  answer  has  been  received,  and  I  therefore 
beg  to  call  your  attention  and  that  of  ^lajor-General  Franklin  to  the 
matter,  in  the  hope  that  as  Major  General  Banks'  letter  was  referred  to 
^lajor-General  Taylor  liy  General  Franklin,  by  whose  forces  the  arrests 
were  made,  and  acting  upon  the  assurances  therein  contained,  the  civil- 
ians in  liis  hands  were  all  released  by  General  Taylor,  you  will  be 
])k'aso(l  t<i  effect  the  release  oi  tlie  gentlemen  mentioned,  or  at  least 
inform  nie  of  t1ie  reasons  wliich  induce  their  continued  detention. 
1  am,  c(jloueI.  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Major  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


WashingT(1N,  D.  C,  Febrtiary  25,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Bxttler. 

Commissioner  for  Exahnnfje.  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
GENERAL:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  instructions  have 
been  given  to  the  commanding  general,  harbor  of  ^ew  York,  to  forward 
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to  you  General  W.  H.  F.  LeeandCapt.  E.  H.  Tyler,  of  the  rebel  army, 
prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  in  making  the 
exchange  of  these  two  officers,  and  a  third  one  to  be  selected  by  your- 
self for  General  Neal  Dow,  Captain  Sawyer,  and  Captain  Flinn,  of  the 
Federal  Army,  now  prisoners  of  war  in  Kichmoiid,  you  will  please  bear 
ill  mind  that  it  is  authorized  only  with  the  understanding  that  both 
Captains  Flinn  and  Sawyer  are  to  be  exchanged;  without  this,  the 
exchange  will  not  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  (Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


VVashinotox,  D.  C,  February  :35,  18t>4. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Sta.nnaed, 

Commanding  U.  tS.  Forces,  City  and  Harbor  of  New  York: 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  the  honor  to 
re<|uest  that  you  will  send  under  a  suitable  guard  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee 
and  Capt.  U.  LI.  Tyler,  of  tlie  rebel  army,  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  to  Fort  .Alonroe,  Va.,  to  be  delivered  to  .MaJor-GeQeral  Butler, 
commissioner  for  exchange. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third   Infantri/  and   Cammissarii-irrneral  of  Prisoners. 


Hdijrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Xashrille,  Tenn.,  February   -Jfi,  1864. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  C.  »V.  Forces,  Northern   Georgia: 

General:  1  have  learned— do  not  know  as  to  the  reliability  of  my 
information— that  .1.  T.  Stancel,  Jesse  Grear,  and  Robert  Waits,  sol- 
diers belonging  to  the  Third  West  Tennessee  Cavalry,  (J.  S.  service, 
are  now  conhned  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  charged  with  belonging  to  the  C.  S. 
Army. 

I  would  state  that  these  men  have  been  for  a  long  time  in  the  Federal 
Army,  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  treatment  as  other  prisoners  of  war. 
Of  course  1  would  claim  no  right  to  retaliate  for  the  punishment  of 
deserters,  who  had  actually  been  mustered  into  the  Confederate  Army 
and  afterward  deserted  and  Joined  <uirs;  but  1  cannot  agree  that  any 
wholesale  couscription  act  can  cover  as  deserters  person's  who  escape 
into  our  lines  and  join  our  service  to  avoid  such  conscription.  Further, 
I  would  ciaiin  that  i>ersoiis  who  have  been  personally  notified  to  report 
at  a  certain  place  by  a  certain  time  for  muster  and  "afterward  escaped 
to  our  service  before  obeying  such  summons  wcuild  be  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  Government  against  trial,  or  rather,  1  should  sav.  punish- 
ment as  deserters  if  afterw:ird  captured. 

I  believe,  general,  an  examination  into  the  case  herein  referred  to 
will  show  that  they  have  never  been  sworn  into  the  Confederate  .\.rmy; 
that  their  services  to  the  Government  entitle  them  to  the  protection  of 
that  Government. 

Believing  fully  that  you  are  disposed  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of 
war,  justice,  and  humanity,  I  subscribe  myself. 
Very  respecttuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  S.  GRANT, 
JIaJor-General.  C.  ,S.  Army. 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  Military  Prison, 
Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  26,  1864. 
Col.  William  Ropfhan, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  25th  instant,  directing  the  establishment  of  a  tent  hospital 
outside  the  prison  inclosure  for  the  accommodation  of  smallpox  cases 
occurring  in  this  camp.  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  three  cases 
mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  IGth  instant  are  all  that  have  as  yet 
occurred.  In  case  the  disease  should  reappear  your  instructions  will  be 
obeyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Camp  Morton. 


Gratiot  Street  Military  Prison  Hospital, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  26,  1S64. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh, 

slcting  ProrostMarshal- General,  Dept.  of  the  Missouri: 

Colonel:  In  response  to  your  request  for  a  report  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  this  prison  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 

Buildings. — The  buildings  are  but  illy  adapted  to  the  purpose.  They 
are  old,  with  insufficient  light  and  ventilation,  poor  sewerage,  and  so 
limited  an  area  of  yard  room  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  prisoners 
to  take  the  proper  amount  of  exercise.  The  large  square  room,  in  which 
an  average  number  of  300  men  is  confined,  contains  only  70,380  cubic 
feet  of  air,  allowing  but  230  feet  to  each  man.  The  octagon  room  con- 
tains but  45,488  feet,  giving  180  feet  to  each  prisoner.  The  water  supply 
is  insufficient  for  bathing  purposes,  and  wholly  so  to  properly  flood  the 
sewers.  The  privies  are  poorly  arranged  and  extremely  filthy.  The 
whole  building,  moreover,  is  insecure,  as  the  floors  have  settled  and  the 
walls  sprung  to  an  alarming  extent. 

Myrtle  Street  Prison. — In  some  respects  the  Myrtle  Street  Prison  is 
even  worse.  No  attempt  has  been  made  here  to  secure  proper  ventila- 
tion. The  amount  of  air  space  averages  187  feet  to  each  man  (in  one 
room  but  DO),  and  that  vitiated  by  close  stoves  without  water.  All 
light  is  excluded  from  the  strong  rooms,  and  air  is  admitted  through 
a  few  anger  holes  in  the  floor  and  roof.  These  do  not  communicate 
with  the  external  air,  but  \vit;h  the  spaces  between  the  floors.  The  means 
of  cooking  and  bathing  and  the  water  supply  are  inadequate. 

Police. — Both  of  these  piisons  are  excessively  tiltliy,  partly  due  to 
their  overcrowded  condition,  but  i)rincipally  to  a  lack  of  ])roper  [)olice 
and  the  enfbi'ceinent  of  personal  cleanliness.  I  wt)ul(l  most  earnestly 
reconuneud  that  these  buildings  be  abandoned  and  barrack  prisons 
with  ridge  ventilation  be  erected,  where  sutficieut  light  and  air  could 
be  secured,  and  si)ace  enuii^h  inclosed  to  afford  opftortnnity  for  exercise. 
Ventilation. — If  the  necessities  of  the  case  compel  the  continued  oci'u- 
patiou  (.)f  tiiese  buildings  the  strong  rooms  on  Myrtle  street  siiould  be 
abandoned,  and  in  both  prisons  immediate  steps  be  taivcn  to  secure 
proper  ventilation.  Large  air  shafts  should  be  run  through  the  build- 
ings, witli  openings  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  each  room.  Diet. — The 
diet  list  is  insuflicient.  No  vegetables  have  been  issued  since  the  mid- 
dle of  December,  and  the  result  is  a  decided  tendency  to  scorbutic 
diseases.  The  diet  should  be  varied,  and  potatoes,  oinons,  and  pickled 
cabbage  issued  as  often  as  three  times  a  week.     Eating  in  rooms. — The 
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practice  of  cooking  and  eating  in  the  rooms  should  be  discontinued.  It 
produces  tilth  and  confusion.  In  one  room  at  Myrtle  street  I  found  two 
men  roasting  pork  over  the  stove,  the  fumes  tilling  the  room  and  the 
fat  soaking  the  door.  Tables  should  be  provided;  the  meals  cooked 
by  regular  details,  served  at  regular  hours,  and  no  article  of  food  ot 
drink  allowed  in  the  rooms.  Personal  cleanliness.— This  should  be 
rii^idly  enforced.  Every  man  on  entering  the  prison  should  have  a 
bath,  his  hair  cut  close,  and  be  vaccinated,  and  atterward  be  com- 
pelled to  keep  his  body  clean.  More  ample  facilities  for  washing;  are 
needed.  Sleeping  bunks. — The  present  sleeping  bunks  are  worn  out, 
dirty,  and  tilled  with  vermin.  Permanent  bunks  should  be  erected  (if 
planed  stock,  that  they  may  be  washed)  and  placed  at  least  three  feet 
from  the  walls,  and  the  lower  berth  eighteen  inches  from  the  floor. 
Each  man  should  rise  at  a  certain  hour,  take  his  bedding  out  to  air, 
and  then  fold  his  blankets  neatly  and  pile  them  at  the  head  of  his 
bunk.  Suitable  benches  to  sit^on  should  be  provided  and  all  use  of 
the  bunks  in  the  daytime  strictly  forbidden.  Racks  for  clothing.— 
Packs  should  be  built,  so  that  each  man  may  have  a  place  to  keep  his 
erteets.  which  should  never  be  allowed  to  be  kept  about  his  bed. 
Police. — The  floors  should  be  scrubbed  by  hand  (not  flooded  with  water 
as  now)  every  day.  and  disinfectants  freely  used.  The  walls  and  ceil- 
ings should  be  whitewashed  at  least  once  a  month.  \Vater. — The 
privies  should  be  arranged  and  a  tire-plug  placed  so  that  the  vaults 
and  sewers  can  be  floodetl  every  day. 

The  above  suggestions  embody  the  result  of  my  immediate  observa- 
tions. Further  report  will  be  made  when  1  shall  have  exaaiiaed  more 
minutely  the  prison  routine.  I  desire  to  add  that  the  commander  and 
otticers  of  the  prison  concur  in  these  suggestions,  and  are  most  anxious 
to  aid  in  securing  some  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
prison. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  BREED, 
Surgeon,  I'.  S.   Votitnteers, 
III  Charge  of  Gratiot  Street  Military  Prixon  Hospital. 


Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  47.  s  Richmond,  Febrnanj  I'ti,  istll. 

XXXY.  Col.  A.  W.  Persons,  Provisional  Army,  C  S..  is  assigneil  to 
duty  as  commandant  of  the  post  at  Andersonville,  (ia. 

He  will  have  command  of  the  prison  guard  and  charge  of  the  Feil- 
eral  prisoners  at  Camp  Sumter,  near  that  post. 

By  command  of  the  Secretarv  of  War: 

JN().  WITHERS, 

Annistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolfna, 

Petersburg,  I'd.,  February  26,  186 1. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  letters  from  Gen- 
erals Peck  and  Palmer,  and  my  answers;  likewise  my  letcer  to  jou  of 
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the  17th  iustant,  forwarding  same.*  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  courier, 
Private  J.  L.  Watkins,  Eighteenth  Virginia,  deserted  to  the  enemy. 
He  did  not.  however,  take  any  valuable  information. 

I  send  by  Captain  Bright,  my  aide-de-camp,  the  money  to  Lieutenant 
Kirby,  as  it  will  not  do  for  this  officer  to  lose  what  was  intrusted  to  my 
charge,  I  feeling  myself  in  honor  bound.  The  clothing  I  have  recov- 
ered a  portiou  of  and  send  on. 

I  also  inclose,  general,  copy  of  letter  to-day  received  from  General 
Peck.  I  have  not  answered' it  yet.  I  think  the  most  direct  way  will 
be  by  next  flag-of-truce  boat.  You  will  perceive  that  these  men  were 
hung  by  sentence  of  general  coart-uiartial  regularly  appointed.  If 
these  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  and  captains  of  whom  he  speaks  are 
deserters  from  the  Federal  Army,  be  can  execute  them;  otherwise  it 
will  be  murder.  I  hope  the  whole  of  the  i)risoners  captured  in  this 
department  will  be  held  at  my  disposal. 

The  officers  General  Peck  speaks  of  were  not  taken  here.  My  letter 
of  the  15th.  inclosing  correspoudem-e  between  myself  and  General 
Peck,  has  not  been  answered.  1  respectfully  ask  a  reply  from  the 
Secretary. 

I  am,  oeueral.  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- (reuercd,  Commundinij. 


[February  27. 1S64. — For  Stantou  to  Vice-President  of  the  Uuited 
States,  transmitting  documents  relating  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment, 
by  the  military  authorities  in  3Iissouri,  of  stildiers  belonging  to  the 
Ninth  Minnesota  Kegiment.  see  Senate  Executive  Document  No.  24, 
Thirty-eighth  Congress,  first  session.] 


[February  27.  18(54. — For  Peck  to  Pickett,  relative  to  the  execution 
of  certain  prisouera  belonging  to  the  Second  North  Carolina  Regiment 
(Unions,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII.  p.  S09.| 


Headquarters  DEPAUTiTEXT  of  Xorth  Caroli>'a, 

I'etcrsbuni.  Va.,  February  37,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joun  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  Your  coumiunication  of  the  20th  iustant  is  i-eceived.t 
Y'our  letter  of  the  loth  referred  to  was  received  and  replied  to  by  tiag 
under  date  of  17th. 

You  have  doubtless  perused  my  reply  ere  this,  and  are  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  men  "duiy  eiiiisted  into  the  Second  Xorth  Carolina  Kegi- 
ment" spoken  ot'  by  you.  hnd  'ii-en  duly  eulisted  in  the  Confederate 
service  previously,  and  had  drsertrd  from  same;  that  they  were  taken 
in  arms  lighting  against  tht-ir  colors,  were  tried  by  a  duly  organized 
court,  sentenced,  and  eM-c-nrcd. 

If  theollieersof  the  C.  s.  Army,  wiiom  you  speak  of  -'as  hostages  tor 
their  safety,*' can  be  jnoNin  lo  In-  deserters  from  the  Federal  Aimy. 
you  will  certainly  be  fully ju.-5titiable  ia  treating  them  siuiilarly;  other- 
wise, should  j-ou  "retaliate'"  ynu  will  simply  be  giulty  of  murder. 

".See  Palmer  to  Pickott,  pHnniai  v  :'.  .nid  I'iolvetfs  reply.  February  t",  pp.  936.  Pi-i-l, 
anie;  Peck  to  Piekett.  Febrii;irv  1  -.  jml  I'irketfs  reply.  February  17:  aud  Peck  rj« 
Pickett,  February  L'O.  Series  i.  \'..;    XWMl.  [m..  SiiT.  SUS. 

t  See  Series  I,  \"ol.  XXXIII.  ]■.  ^''> 
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The  subject  does  uot,  however,  admit  of  discussioii,  and  I  refer  you 
to  the  conciudiug  paragraph  of  my  letter  of  the  KJth  instaut  * 
I  am,  geueral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

a.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major- General. 

Confederate  States  hf  America,  War  Department 

Eielimond,   V(t.,  February  :J7,  IStid. 
3Ia.j.  John  E.  Mulford,  Assistant  Agent  of  Fxchange: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  General  Butler's  letter  of  instructions  to  you  of  the 
i.'3d  instant  +  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  has  always  been  the  desire 
and  purpose  of  the  Confederate  authorities  to  conform  in  practice  to 
every  provision  of  the  cartel,  and  especially  to  That  important  part  of 
It  whu-h  requires  the  speedy  delivery  of  all  prisoners.  I  can  contidently 
appeal  to  the  action  of  this  Government  to  sustain  this  declaration. 
Your  own  long  connection  with  matters  pertaining  to  the  exchano-e  of 
prisoners  enables  you  to  attest  the  truth  of  this  statement.  " 

The  only  ditficuity  now  in  the  way  of  the  resumption  of  the  cartel  is 
the  relusal  ot  the  Federal  Government  to  deliver  the  excess  of  prisoners 
on  parole.  If  the  U.  S.  authorities  are  ready  to  abandon  this  position 
and  deliver  all  the  prisoners  now  in  their  custody  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment will  unhesitatingly  meet  the  movement  with  corresponding 
iiction.  .Special  or  partial  exchanges  are  liable  to  so  many  objections 
that  m  lutnre  they  will  be  steadily  refused. 

If  a  general  exchange,  on  the  principles  of  the  cartel,  is  resumed 
fliere  may  perhaps  be  some  delay  in  the  delivery  of  a  portion  of  the 
I'ederal  prisoners,  owing  to  the  tact  that  some  of  them  have  been 
removed  farther  to  the  south.  All  of  them,  however,  will  be  returned 
ti.  you  as  soon  as  the  conveniences  of  transportation  will  allow  Of 
course  we  would  expect  and  demand  that  the  same  rule  should  be 
observed  by  tlie  Federal  authorities,  so  as  to  insure  the  delivery  of  all 
prisoners  m  their  hands  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Such  'we  con- 
sider -a  just  and  true  interpretation  of  the  provisions  of  the  cartel  '• 
-May  1  not  therefore  contidently  expect  that  our  prisoners  will  be 
promptly  delivered  at  City  Point? 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Aijent  of  Exrliintife. 


Office  Commlssakv-C.e.\eral  of  Prisoners, 

Wa.shinijtnn,  />.  ('..  Fihriian/   J7,  l^i:4 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

AsxUtant  Adjutant-Geniral.  Wanhimiton.  J).  (_'..■ 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  Major  (ieneial  liitler 
commissioner  forexchange,  reports  the  exchaiigeof  Col.  W.  11.  t'owelT 
Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  now  on  i)arole  in  this  city,  for  ( 'ol  i;  II" 
Lee,  ot  the  rebel  army.  Colonel  Powell  mav  therefore  be  ordered  to  loiii 
his  regiment  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

,,  ,       ,  ^.,  W.  nOFFMAX, 

Luiuiui  Lhird   Injantni  and  Ci>inmi.ssari/-aenrntl  of  Prisoners. 

-Sees^eiirsl.  \ul.  XXXIII,  p.^,j;.  tyotunmd. 
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CA3IP  Sumter,  Andersonville,  Oa.,  Febrtiary  27,1864. 
[Maj.  P.  W.  White:] 

Major:  I  am  Just  informed  by  the  authorities  in  Eichmoud  that  the 
responsibility  of  feeding  the  prisoners  at  this  post  has  been  thrown  upon 
the  Commissary  Department,  which  will  relieve  you  from  furnishing  me 
with  the  horses  to  drive  cattle  from  Florida,  of  which  we  were  talking. 
The  ten  wagons  and  harness  I  am  very  much  in  need  of  and  will  be  glad 
if  you  will  send  with  them  six  saddles  and  bridles.  Please  let  me  have 
these  things  at  once. 

The  surgeon  in  charge  of  this  post  has  made  requisition  for  an  ambu- 
lance, harness,  and  horses,  also  a  light  wagon,  harness,  and  horses  or 
mules,  to  bring  up  hospital  stores  in.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  at 
once  whether  you  can  furnish  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captam  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Confederate  States  of  A^ierica,  War  Depart>ient, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  37,  1S64. 
Hon.  Jajies  A.  Seddon,  Svcretanj  of  War: 

Sii: :  I  have  Just  returned  from  City  Point  and  bring  the  accompany- 
ing communication.*  Major  !J[ulford  assures  me  upon  his  own  personal 
knowledge  that  General  Butler  is  in  favor  of  a  general  exchange  and 
release  of  prisoners,  and  furtlier,  that  he  is  entirely  satisfied  of  his 
ability  to  consummate  the  same.  He  distinctly  declares  that  he  is 
authorized  to  say  so.  Major  .Mulford  never  yet  has  deceived  nie  and  I 
am  very  much  inclined  to  believe  what  he  says.  Butler  has  evidently 
set  his  heart,  for  some  reason  or  other,  on  securing  the  release  of  the 
Yankee  prisoners.  ITe  would  hate  a  failure  in  that  direction  after 
recognition  more  than  a  refusal  to  recognize  him.  In  his  estimation 
the  tbrmer  would  damage  hiiu  more  than  the  latter.  If  Butler's  recog- 
nition is  an  impossibility  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs  I  think 
that  npon  an  interview  with  him  as  commanding  general  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe I  could  get  a  distinct  written  agreement  from  him  for  a  general 
exchange.  The  ditlicnlty  occurring  to  my  mind  about  that  arrangement 
is  that  he  might  re(}uire  some  pledge  as  to  slaves.  If  he  is  now  recog- 
nized as  an  agent  I  am  quite  sure  I  can  avoid  that  difficulty.  The 
tiag-of-truce  boat  remains  at  City  Point  to  await  your  decision.  The 
subject  is  environed  with  so  many  difficulties  that  I  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce any  judgment  in  the  premises. 

Respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

RO.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


HdijES.    r)EPART:^IENT   OP    EAST   TENNESSEE, 

February  38,  1S64. 
MaJ.  Cen.  J.  .M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Bt'imrtment  of  the  Ohio: 
I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you  an  exchange  of  prisoners  belong- 
ing to  our  several  commands.     For  this  jjurpose  I  suggest  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  arrange  the  terms  of  cartel.     I  have  also  the 

■  Not  found. 
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honor  to  request  that  the  families  who  were  recently  to  have  come  out 
from  Knoxville  be  now  allowed  to  do  so. 

•    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant 

J.  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

tShreveport,  La.,  February  28,  1S64. 
Maj.  George  Williamson, 

Asuistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  Headquarters  : 
Major  :  I  am  directed  by  Lieuteuaut-Geueral  Smith  to  say  you  will 
proceed  under  a  Aag  of  truce  to  the  Federal  Hues  nearest  the  head- 
quarters of  Major-Cieneral  Steele,  U.  S,  Army,  for  the  purpose  of 
arransing  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  with  'a  commissioner  to  be 
appointed  by  him. 

Tlie  principal  object  which  you  will  keep  in  view  in  your  negotia- 
tions is,  that  arrangements  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  whicirtlie  prisoners 
taken  by  the  Federal  and  Confederate  authorities,  respectively,  in  this 
department  may  be  restored  to  duty  as  soon  as  possible.  To  avoid 
embarrassments  and  possible  disagreements,  a  sj-stem  of  actual 
exchange,  according  to  the  schedule  agreed  upon  at  Haxall's  Landing, 
on  .Tames  River,  July  2l',  1S()L>,  slioiild  be  adopted.  In  order  to  facili- 
tate the  exchange  an  agent  will  be  appointed  for  the  District  of  Arkansas 
to  receive  and  deliver  prisoners  exchanged,  and  should  an  agreement 
be  entered  into  between  yourself  and  the  commissioner  appointed  by 
General  Steele  you  will  make  known  to  him  the  name  of  such  agent. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  Fehriiary  39,  1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Flag-of-truce  boat  is  in.  We  are  making  progress.  As  soon  as  they 
can  be  prepared  I  will  send  up  -iWi  othcers.  I  should  rather  not  be 
obliged  to  send  up  200  olficers  just  yet.  Can  get  an  exchange  of  men. 
Please  telegraph  me  if  I  can  delay  the  execution  of  order. 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 

War  Department,  Waxhlui/tou  City.  February  2:<,  i^iu. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Mimroe : 

You  may  exercise  your  own  discretion  ;is  to  the  time  and  number  of 
officers  to  be  sent  tor  exchange.  Representations  made  by  escaped 
officers  led  this  Department  to  the  conclusion  that  if  lOO  or  I'OO  officers 
were  sent  to  City  Point  by  you  and  mfered  in  exchanire  for  the  same 
number  of  ours  the  rebels  would  net  dare  to  refuse:  hence  the  order 
was  given  you.  But  if  you  deem  it  more  advantageous  to  the  service 
to  delay  its  execution  you  may  do  so. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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WASHltrGTOIir,  Fehruanf-  29i  1864..' 
Major- General  BXTTLEB,  C'ommwsioner /or  ^aJcAfflngie; 

Have  you  information  that  Captains  Ives  and  Eeed.have  beea- 
released  from  their  irons'}    If  not,' please  ascertain,  if  in  yoar  power. 

W,  HOFFMA]^, 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Ansicer. 

T  understand  that  Captains  Ives  and  Reed  are  not  in  irons,  but  have 
madethe  necessary  inquiries  by  the  tiagof-truce  boat,  which  is  expected 
in  hourly. 

BEITJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
JiLaj  or -General  and  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Office  Co^niissARY-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  29,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butlee, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Capt.  C.  C.  Mor- 
gan, aide-de-camp,  a  rebel  prisoner  in  the  penitentiary  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  has  been  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  you  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  I 
am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  ^Var  to  say  that  he  wili  be  delivered 
at  City  Point  and  exchanged  for  Capt.  A.  H.  Stanton,  Sixteenth 
Infantry,  now  on  parole  in  Xew  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAJf, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Co:\nnssART-GENEEAL  of  Peisonees, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  29,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Capt.  Frank  Battle, 
of  the  rebel  army,  has  been  ordered  to  Fort  Warren  and  placed  in 
irons,  to  be  held  in  retaliation  for  Capt.  Shadrick  Harris,  Third  East 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  is  now  reported  to  be  in  irons  in  Columbia, 
S.  C.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  authorities  at  Richmond 
be  notified  of  the  steps  taken  in  this  case,  and  that  when  Captain  Har- 
ris is  held  and  treated  as  other  prisoners  of  war  the  same  treatment 
will  be  extended  to  Captain  Battle. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

•  W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  mul  (^'nmmissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  CnAimssARY  General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  29,  1864. 
Col.  William  Weer, 

Commanding  Military  Prison.  Alton,  III.: 
Colonel:  I  have  jnst  received  a  report  from  Surg.  A.  M.  Clark,  act- 
ing medical  inspector  of  prisoners,  of  his  inspection  of  the  Alton  mil- 
itary prison,  from  which  I  learn  tliat  it  is  not  in  a  very  satisfactory  con- 
dition.   Though  many  tilings  are  in  a  commendable  shape,  there  are 
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Others  where  much  reformation  is  required.  I  know  that  it  is  impossible 
for  yon  to  give  your  personal  daily  attention  to  the  internal  mauage- 
uieut  of  the  prison,  but  with  proper  assistance  I  trust  yon  will  be 
nble  to  give  it  enough  of  your  supervision  to  insure  as  near  an  approach 
to  a  proper  stale  of  things  as  may  reasonably  be  expected.  Yourequire 
as  an  inspector  of  the  prison  an  active  and  reliable  officer,  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  inspect  the  prison  daily  in  every  part  and  to  give  all 
necessary  orders  tor  policing,  and  to  make  report  to  you  in  writing  every 
Sunday  morning  of  the  condition  of  tlie  prisoners  and  prison  in  every 
particular— personal  cleanliness,  clothing,  bedding,  quarters,  messing, 
slides,  yards,  prison  rooms  for  special  purposes,  and  the  hospital  and  all 
coiineited  with  it.  Let  nothing  pass  unnoticed;  make  your  comments 
on  these  reports  and  forward  them  to  this  ofdce.  Select  from  your  com- 
mand a  suitable  orticer  for  this  service  and  give  as  close  a  supervision 
yourself  as  your  other  duties  will  permit.  Let  the  foregoing  instructions 
be  put  in  immediate  force.  I  must  rely  entirely  (ui  your  energy  and 
judgment  for  the  proper  administratii)n  of  the  aflairs  of  the  prison,  for 
however  good  j'our  assistants  may  be,  unless  they  are  properly  directed 
and  controlled  no  satisfactory  results  can  be  anticipated. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantrij  and  Conimissanj-Oeneral  of  Prisoners. 


Office  CoMMissARY-t'rENEKAL  op  Prisoners, 

Wasltinf/ton,  JJ.  C,  February  :j9,  lsH4. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  \V.  :Marsh, 

Acfi/.  I'ro.  Mar.  Oen..  Dept.  of  the  Missouri,  8aint  Louis,  .l/"r>.: 

Colonel:  I  have  Just  received  a  report  from  Surg.  A.  M.  Clark, 
acting  medical  inspector  of  prisons,  of  his  ins])ection"of  the  Gratiot 
Street  and  Myrtle  Street  Prisons,  iu  Saint  Louis,  from  which  I  learn 
that  they  are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition.  It  is  not  worth  while 
to  go  into  details,  for  in  almost  every  particular  there  is  nothing  to 
commend. 

I  know  that  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  give  your  personal  daily  atten- 
tion to  the  internal  management  of  the  prisons,  but  with  proper  assist- 
ance I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  give  it  enough  of  your  supervision 
to  insure  as  near  an  approach  to  a  proper  state  of  things  as  may  rea- 
sonal)ly  be  exiiected.  Vou  require  as  an  inspector  of  the  prisons  an 
active  and  reliable  officer,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inspect  the  prisons 
in  every  part  daily,  and  to  give  all  necessary  orders  for  policing,  and 
to  make  report  to  you  in  writing  every  Sunday  morning  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  i)iisoners  ■ind  ju'lsons  in  every  particular — personal  clean- 
liness, clothing,  beddnig,  quarters,  kitchens,  mes.^niL;'.  sinks,  yards, 
prison  rooms  for  special  purposes,  and  the  hospital  and  all  cunnecred 
with  it.  Let  nothing  pass  unnoticed:  make  your  cuniLncnts  du  tiiese 
re[iorts  and  forward  them  to  this  office. 

Fur  a  suitable  otiicer  fn-  this  service  1  rc'iui-st  thar  you  <\ill  apply  to 
.Maj(u--General  Rdsecrans.  ^  (unnnniding  the  l>epartnienr  <if  t!ie  Mis- 
souri. If  he  has  none  available,  report  to  me.  that  1  may  apply 
elsewhere. 

It  is  reported  that  one  of  the  walls  of  the  Gratiot  Street  Prison  is  in 
a  falling  <-uu(lition.  Have  a  special  reimrc  made  mi  this  subiecr.  with 
suggestions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  remedying  the  evil. 
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Let  the  foregoing  instmctions  be  put  in  immediate  fo/ce.  I  must 
rely  entirely  on  your  energy  and  judgment  for  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  prisons,  for  however  good  your  assistants  may 
be,  unless  they  are  properly  directed  and  controlled  no  satisfactory 
results  can  be  anticipated. 

Very  respectfuUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


[FEBurART  29,  18C4. — For  report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters 
received  and  disposed  of,  oaths  administered  to  citizens,  iS:c.,  in  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland  during  February,  1864,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXII.  Part  I,  p.  13.]- 


Headqcartees  Camp  Sumter, 

Aiidersonville,  February  29,  1364. 
[General  J.  H.  Winder:] 

(tE>"ei:al  :  I  siiall  uot  need  the  second  baker  at  this  post,  as  I  have 
secured  the  services  of  one,  and  shall  not  need  a  butcher  either,  as  we 
are  to  be  far  fnmi  the  commissary  department,  nor  will  I  need  any 
commissary  officer  here,  as  all  these  arrangements  have  already  been 
made  through  A,  ^I.  Alleu,  major  and  commissary  of  subsistence.  I 
am  seriously  iii  need  of  a  cook  aiul  more  in  need  of  the  baking  pans 
for  oven,  and  do  uot  know  what  I  shall  do  without  them.  Please  have 
them,  tiie  nails  and  padlocks  for  prison  doors  sent  at  once,  and  also 
window  glass  and  platform  scales.  Our  stockade  is  nearly  completed 
and  everything  is  now  working  well. 

Kespectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

E.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va..  March  1,  1S64. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ould,  Commissioner  for  Exchange: 

Sir:  S.  1'.  Bailey,  William  Smith,  Benjamin  Bridges,  James  K. 
Skenker,  A,  J.  Riddler,  John  W.  Pugh.  Granville  J.  Kelley,  James  A. 
Hunter,  E.  J.  Smith.  A.  Nichols,  Edward  A.  Freeman,  Henry  Shackle- 
ford,  James  Harrison,  and  George  N.  Davis,  now  paroled  for  exchange, 
in  Richmond,  may  remain,  although  the  time  of  their  parole  has 
expired,  and  you  may  furnish  such  equivalents  for  them  as  you  may 
deem  propei'. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfuUv.  your  obedient  servant, 

I!  EN  J.  F.  BCTLKU, 
Major-Ciiicral  and   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Fort  Delaware,  March  1,  1S64. 

Col.  William  Hoffman. 

Commissary- General  of  I'ri-'inners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  repmt  that  the  smallpox  has  entirely 
disappeared  from   the   island,   ami    that   the   barracks,  having   been 
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repaired  and  renovated,  are  now  prepared  for  the  reception  of  -i.OOO 
more  prisoners  in  addition  to  those  already  ordered  bere. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brifiadier-GeneraU  Commanding  Post. 


Office  Co>niissART-rTENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  />.  C,  March  1,  1S64. 
Hon.  John  Brough,  Governor  of  Ohio,  Colnmbns,  Ohio: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  24th  nltinio,  reporting  the  discovery  of  the  projected 
attempt  of  the  rebel  prisoners  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary  to  escape.  Many 
of  these  men  are  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  chance  to  escape, 
however  desperate,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of 
separating  the  leading  spirits  from  the  others  as  far  as  practicable. 
The  prisoner  who  disclosed  the  plot  is  entitled  to  consideration,  and 
when  a  proper  occasion  arrives  he  should  be  rewarded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFjl^'MAX, 
Colonel   Third  In/antrif  and  Comniissary-treneral  of  Prisoners. 


U.  S.  Military  Prison, 
Rock  Island,  III,  March  1,  1S64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman. 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washim/ton,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  renewed 
inspection  of  this  depot,  a  report  of  which  1  forward  herewith.  This 
report  has  been  delayed  by  a  temporary  illness  which  disabled  me  for 
three  days.  I  shall  leave  here  probably  on  the  3d  instant  for  ( 'hicago. 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  obviate 
the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  burning  ( February  L'9)  of  one  of  tlie 
hospital  buildings.  From  thence  1  shall  go  to  2sashville,  Tenn.,  via 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Memphis,  Tenn.  In  Saint  Louis  I  shall  look  for 
any  communication  from  your  (ittice  at  office  of  assistant  provost- 
marshal-general. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Insj^ector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

[TncloBUre.] 

Report  of  inspection  of  U.  i>.  military  prison.  Rock  Island,  III.,  February 
35  and  36,  and  March  1,  1SG4. 

Total  number  of  prisoners 

Total  silk  in  hospital  March  1  (exclusive  of  smallpox) ;}.-4 

Total  deaths,  February  21)  (exclusive  of  smallpox) X 

Muallpox  cases,  Marcli  1 420 

Smallpox  deaths,  February  29 5 

.Smallpox  cases  (garrison) 10 

Abstract  of  sick  report  for  February,  1S64: 

Mean  strength  (prisoners) 7,  260 

Asi,L;re<;)ite  sii-k  i  includiu;;  smallpox  ' 1.  .j5o 

Aggregate  deaths  i  iocliuliu^  smallpox) 331. 

Percentaire  of  deaths  to  a<;>;Tegate  strength 01."6 

Percentage  of  deaths  to  aggregate  sick 2129 
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Average  daily  sick  in  hospital  (including  smallpox) 682 

Average  daily  sick  in  quarters 304 

Smallpox  cases 637 

Smallpox  deaths 170 

Smallpox  deaths,  percentage  to  cases 2669 

Smallpox  oases  (garrison.) 10 

Smallpox  deaths  (garrison) 0 

That  the  smallpox  is  decreasing  in  virulence  is  shown  by  the  following : 

February  1  to  10  (weather  cold),  cases 200 

Deaths 55 

Percentage  of  deaths 2750 

Feliniary  11  to  20  (exceedingly  cold ),  cases 224 

Deaths _61 

Percentage  of  deaths 2759 

February  21  to  29  (milder),  cases 213 

Deaths _54 

Percentage  of  deaths 2536 

The  pest-hospital  consists  of  six  barracks,  each  129  by  22  by  12  feet 
in  dimensions  and  calculated  for  31  beds,  giving  a  total  of  324  beds, 
which  may  in  an  emergency  be  increased  for  a  short  time  to  120,  the 
ventilation  of  the  wards  being  very  perfect.  To  guard,  however, 
against  the  necessity  of  overcrowding  the  wards  [  have  requested 
Captain  Reynolds,  depot  quartermaster,  to  procure  twenty  hospital 
tents,  to  be  used  if  necessary.  Every  man  now  suffering  from  the 
disease  has  been  removed  from  the  prison  inclosure,  and  every  possible 
precaution  is  being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  contagion.  It  is 
only  to-day,  however,  that  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  every  case  of 
smallpox  out  of  the  prison  yard,  the  ]iesthospital  being  Just  completed. 
Ten  prison  barracks  are  still  occujjied  for  hospital  purposes.  They  are 
in  tolerably  good  order  and  the  sick  are  doing  well.  The  prison  hos- 
pital is  well  under  way.  and  I  am  promised  that  in  six  weeks,  or  abont 
the  time  of  my  retnrn  visit,  it  shall  be  ready  for  occupation.  It  should 
be  ready  before  that  time,  and  would  be  were  it  not  for  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  lumber.  Within  the  prison  inclosure  the  necessity  of  a 
sufficient  system  of  drainage  and  privies  is  even  more  evident  than  at 
my  former  visit.  By  my  direction  portable  sink-boxes  are  being  pre- 
pared for  use  until  a  better  system  is  adopted.  The  old  excavated 
sinks  are  already  a  nuisance.  Accompanying  this  I  send  a  copy  of 
Captain  Reynolds'  letter  to  the  Quartermaster-General  relative  to  the 
proposeil  plan  of  water  supply  and  sewerage.  For  several  days  during 
the  past  week  the  entire  camp  has  had  to  depend  on  the  artesian  well 
pump  for  its  supply  of  water,  the  supply  ])ipe  from  the  river  having 
given  out.  The  barracks  are  in  admirable  order  and  are  being 
thoroughly  whitewashed.  The  streets  are  being  slowly  policed.  In 
fact,  everything  is  being  done  slowly.  I  rind  it  almost  impossible  to 
infuse  any  degree  of  energy  of  action  into  any  of  the  officers  with 
whom  1  have  to  ileal.  Colonel  .lohnson  aitpears  to  possess  a  sufficiency 
himself,  but  does  not  impart  it  to  his  subordinates.  In  this  connec- 
tion, colonel,  if  it  does  not  exceed  my  duty,  allow  me  most  respectfuUy 
to  suggest  that  Colonel  Kincaid,  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  V'olunteers,  be 
under  "no  circumstances  placed  in  command  of  this  post.  He  is  alto- 
gether too  slow  and  easy,  and  his  officers  and  men  appear  to  have  no 
idea  of  the  value  of  discipline. 

In  view  of  the  possible  extension  of  the  prison  barracks,  I  have,  in 
company  with  the  commandant,  selected  a  new  burying-ground  on  the 
south  side  of  the  island  and  some  distance  east  of  the  pest-hospital. 
The  present  grave-yard  is  very  injudiriously  located  within  about  luii 
yards  of  the  prison  inclosure,  due  south,  and  occupying  ground  which 
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must  be  included  in  any  considerable  extension  of  the  prisen,  or  at  all 
events  coming  too  near  it  for  prudence  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  I 
think  it  will  now  be  bat  a  short  time  before  the  smallpox  will  be  brought 
completely  under  control.  Until  this  is  the  case,  however,  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  send  more  prisoners  here.  I  have  suggested  to  the  com- 
mandant the  propriety  of  dividing  otf  a  number  of  barracks  from  the 
prison  at  large,  in  which,  when  more  prisoners  do  arrive,  they  may  be 
kept  in  quarantine  till  it  be  ascertained  that  no  contagion  exists  among 
them. 
Kespectfully  submitted.         , 

A.  M.  CLAEK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Meilical  Tuspecfor  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

Addendum. — Since  writing  the  above  it  has  been  reported  to  me 
that  on  the  ground  selected  for  tiie  new  graveyard  the  soil  has  been 
found  to  be  of  insutfii'ient  depth  for  the  purpose.  Accordingly  a  fresh 
selection  has  been  made  about  l,()Oi)  yards  east  of  the  present  ground, 
and  at  about  the  same  distance  from  the  south  side  of  the  island,  which 
will  answer  all  the  requirements. 

A.  M.  CLAEK, 
.Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of   War. 

[Siih-inclnaMre.] 

Assistant  (Quartermaster's  Office, 

Rork  Island,  III.,  February  2:',,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  IMeigs, 

Quartermaster-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Geneeax:  The  waterworks  and  sinks  at  llock  Island  juison  bar- 
racks have  been  found  by  experience  to  be  inadequate.  Heretofore  no 
provision  has  been  made  for  sewerage  or  systenuvtic  drainage.  The 
prison  has  capacity  for  12,000  men.  The  average  number  in  prison  from 
the  date  of  occupancy  until  now  has  been  between  3,(io0  and  5,000. 
There  are  now  S.OOU  or  9,00()  in  prison.  .V.heady  the  twelve  large  sinks 
have  been  tilled  and  the  privies  removed  three  times.  In  the  spring 
the  camp  will  unavoidably  be  muddy  and  tilthy.  In  the  summer  tlie 
stench  caused  by  excrements  will  be  insufferable  and  will  certainly 
engender  disease.  I  have  caused  a  primary  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
ground,  and  after  careful  consideration  I  have  the  honor  to  respect- 
fully recommend  the  construction  ot'  waterworks  and  sewerage  upon 
tlie  following  plan,  which  has  been  examined  by  Col.  A.. T.  Johnson,  com- 
mandant of  the  prison,  by  Dr.  A.  ;M.  ('lark,  acting  medical  inspector 
of  prisoners  of  war,  and  by  other  comiietent  persons,  who  agree  that  the 
work  proposed  is  necessary  ami  the  plan  adeijuate  and  as  economical 
as  any  that  will  meet  the  indispensable  reiuirements  of  the  prison 
and  garrison.  Directly  south  of  the  l.iO-foot  avenue  and  I'Oo  feet  dis- 
tant from  the  fence,  the  ridge  running  east  and  west  in  tlie  rear  of  the 
prison  is  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river  at  low-water  mark  and 
ten  and  fifteen  feet  higher  than  any  jioint  where  water  will  be  rei(uired. 
Upon  this  ridge  it  is  proposed  to  Imild  a  round  resersoir  (if  stiuie  l.JO 
feet  in  diameter  and  tifteen  feet  high,  whicli  is  estimated  to  have  capac- 
ity for  enough  water  to  last  lo.Ooo  men  ten  days  at  an  allowance  per 
day  to  each  maii  of  tifteen  gallons  for  all  purposes.  Through  the  center 
of  the  13(1  foot  avenne  it  is  proposed  to  dig  a  sewer  leading  into  the 
river,  and  over  which  is  to  be  a  line  of  double  lu'ivies  exten(ling  from 
the  UO-foot  avenue  north  to  within  thirty  feet  of  the  prison  fence. 
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The  sewer  is  to  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  reservoir,  and  by- 
means  of  gates  and  levels  three  or  four  feet  of  water  is  to  be  kept 
standing  in  the  sewer  to  receive  the  excrements,  which  as  often  as 
necessary  are  to  be  flushed  into  the  river.  At  the  south  and  upper 
end  of  tiie  sewer  are  to  be  the  wash  and  bath  houses  for  the  whole 
prison,  having  stationary  tubs  with  drainage  into  the  sewer.  The 
plan  provides  for  surface  drainage  from  the  kitchens  and  into  the 
main  sewer,  so  that  all  the  lilth  and  oflal  of  the  prison  passes  through 
the  sewer  and  into  ttie  river.  Water  for  drinking  and  culinary  pur- 
poses is  to  be  supplied  the  prison  and  post  by  means  of  cast-iron  pipe 
and  hytlrants.  The  pipes  from  the  reservoir  to  the  90-foot  avenue  to 
be  8  inches  in  diameter,  and  thence  through  the  center  of  the  90-foot 
avenue,  -A  inches  in  diameter.  When  the  reservoir  is  full  there  will  be 
from  22  to  ;>.j  feet  head,  which  is  sufficient  to  force  the  water  through 
400  feet  of  tine  hose  artached  to  hydrant  and  extinguish  any  fire  within 
the  prison  or  barracks.  The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  proposed  improvement:  160  feet  tj-iucli  cast-irou  suction  pipe,  at 
■$3  per  linear  foot,  8480:  800  feet  8-inch  cast-iron  main  supply  pipe, 
at  •'54.25  per  linear  foot,  83,400;  4,400  feet  4-inch  cast-iron  supply 
pipe,  at  •■?  1.7."),  87.700;  L'O  hydrants,  at  -840  each,  8800;  1  Worthing- 
tou  duplex  pump  (400  gallons  per  minute),  boiler,  &c..  complete, 
$1,6.jO;  total,  814, 030.  Fifteen  hundred  perches  masonry  in  reservoir, 
at  83..j0  per  perch,  8j.250  :  concrete  bottom  and  cementing  face  of  inner 
wall,  81.000;  .wO  perches  masonry  in  sewer,  at  82.50  per  perch,  81,275; 
total,  87,525.  To  be  reduced  two-thirds  by  rebel  labor,  &c..  to  about 
82.500.     Orand  total.  816.530. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  prisoners  and  troops  quarry  the  stone,  dig  the 
trenches  for  ]Hpe  and  sewer,  tend  the  masons  and  do  all  the  manual 
hibor  re(|uired.  Tlie  stone  cau  be  (juarried  on  the  island  and  hauled 
by  (iovernment  teams.  This  will  reduce  the  estimate  for  the  reservoir 
and  sewer  by  at  least  two-thirds  as  above  given.  If  the  Quartermaster- 
General  and  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  of  war  agree,  it  is 
proposed  that  the  privies,  the  wash  and  bath  houses,  and  the  supply  of 
water  for  the  rebel  hospital  (which  is  near  the  reservoir)  be  constructed 
at  the  expense  of  the  prison  fund.  The  above  estimate  does  not  include 
the  ('ost  of  the  above  work,  which  will  probably  amount  to  85,000. 

It  is  believed  that  when  bids  are  received  the  cast-iron  pipe  can  be 
furnished  considerably  lower  than  the  estimate.  I  believe  the  whole 
expenditure  of  quartermaster's  funds  will  not  exceed  8 17,000.  The  work 
may  be  done  for  815.000.  If  the  plan  and  recommendation  are 
approved  and  the  work  ordered,  I  will  immediately  cause  an  accurate 
and  detailed  plan  and  estimate  to  be  made  and  forwarded  for  your 
approval.  I  am  satisfied  that  such  a  plan  of  water-works,  sewerage, 
and  drainage  is  absolutely  indispensable,  and  believe  the  one  submitted 
to  be  adequate  and  as  economical  as  can  be  desired, 
^"ery  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

0.  A.  REYNOLDS, 
Captain  and  Assintant  (juartermaiiter. 


I  fully  concur  in  the  above.     In  my  judgment  the  object  proposed  is 
indispensably  necessary. 
Very  respectfullv, 

A.  M.  CLAEK, 
><ur;ii'on  and  Avting  2hdical  Inspector  of  Fri.'ioners  of  War, 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  I'd.,  March  o,  1364. 
Hon.  Robert  Ovld,  A(jejit  for  Exchange,  RichmomJ,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  inclose  a  letter  addressed  to  John  Hiltou,  who  is  supposed  to 
be  a  prisoner  in  tlie  hands  of  your  authorities,  and  respectfully  request 
that  you  will  endeavor  to  have  it  delivered  to  him.  He  was  on  board 
the  U.  S.  guu  boat  Tahoma,  and  was  wounded  and  captured  near  the 
town  of  Tampa  October  16,  ]S03. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  his  whereabouts  and  present  condition  ? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- Geiier((l  anil  Conimiissioner  for  Exchanije. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  * 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  3,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ocld,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond.  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  exchange  of  Lieut.  Yeat- 
mau  Bickiuim.  Nineteenth  U.  .S.  Infantry,  a  prisoner  in  Libhy  Pris(m, 
for  Capt.  N.  C.  McLean,  of  the  (.'onfederate  Armv,  prisoner  at  Johnson's 
Island; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BEN.r.  F.  BL'TLER, 
Major-Genernl  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  o,  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  <3i'LD,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  Will  you  please  inform  me  whether  S.  B.  Ellis,  third  assistant 

engineer,  late  of  the  L'aderwriter,  was  wounded  at  the  time  lie  was 

taken  prisoner;  and  if  not,  of  his  whereabouts  and  present  condition.' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEli, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  .;.  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ovld,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  yoti  please  inform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  and  ])resent 
condition  of  Martin  L.  Nutt,  Third  Brigade  ambulance  corps;  Warreu 
B.  Persons,  Company  D,  Sixty-fourth  Rej;iment  New  York  Volunteers: 
Andrew  Barmister,  Company  D,  Sixty  fourth  Hegiment  New  York  Vol- 
unteers; John  B.  McRoberts,  captain,  Third  Ohio  Volunteers;  James  A. 
Crawford,  private.  Company  B,  One  hundred  and  tifth  Ohio  Volunteers; 
Nathaniel  M.  Parsons,  on  gunboat  L'nderwriter;  T.  S.  Harris,  lieu- 
tenant. Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery;  Jeremiah  B.  Towson.  private. 
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Third  Peiiusylvania  Artillery:  Hiram  H.  Veuimm,  private,  Company  E, 
Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry;  Johu  R.  Johnstou,  private,  Coiapauy 
E,  Secoud  Ohio  Voluateers;  Frederick  A.  Kew,  private,  Company  A, 
Twenty-fourth  VViscoQsiu  Volunteers;  Philo  F.  Washbarn,  Nineteenth 
-Maine  Volunteers;  George  W.  Brown,  Company  M,  Sixteenth  Illinois 
Cavalry;  Dunt-au  V.  MeStewart.  lieutenant;  and  Francis  B.  Cary,  One 
hundred  and  furty-tirst  Tennsylvania  Volunteers? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectt'uUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Miijur-General  and   Comiiiixnioner  fur  Exchange. 


Hdors.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  MoHfOf,   T'((.,  March  3,  lSti4. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould. 

Confederute  Vummlssioner  for  ExcliaiKje,  Richmond.  Va.: 

Sir:  I  inclose  you  copies  of  correspondence,  so  far  as  received, 
between  General  Peck  and  General  Pickett,  and  instructions  to  Gen- 
era] Peck  from  myself,  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  certain  men  in 
Xorth  Carolina  enlisted  in  the  CJ.  S.  service.* 

I  desire  to  ask  your  es[iecial  attention  to  the  threat  of  General  Pickett 
that  he  will  hang  ten  men  for  any  retaliation  that  may  be  made  by 
General  Peck  for  the  murtler  of  men  in  the  L'.  S.  Army.  If  tliat  threat 
had  been  made  in  answer  to  a  claim  that  deserters  from  an  army  situ- 
ated as  is  yours  were  not  liable  to  be  executed  upon  capture  if  found  in 
arms  in  our  ranks,  it  might  have  been  possibly  justitied  under  the  laws 
of  war ;  but  even  then  the  question  of  the  right  of  executing  such  persons 
is  stdl  worthy  of  careful  consideration  and  discussion.  True,  General 
Pickett  having  deserted  his  own  dag  and  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
on  the  I'.Jth  of  June.  1S(31,  would  probably  know  what  should  be  the  fate 
of  a  desei'ter  found  in  arms  against  his  Government:  but  the  question 
will  be  whether  he  would  be  permitteil  to  allow  his  own  personal  feel- 
ings to  ])revail  in  a  matter  of  so  grave  importance  to  his  brother  officers 
and  soldiers  now  in  our  hands. 

I  beg  you,  however,  to  observe  that  this  threat  was  in  answer  to  a 
claim  that  a  negro  soldier  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  umler  the  protection  of  its  (Tovernment,  should  not  be  wantonly 
murileicd  sini|iiy  because  that,  while  in  the  tield  and  in  the  course  of 
military  operations,  he.  in  [lursuance  of  his  duties  as  a  soldier,  shot  a 
L-iiloiiel  of  the  Confederate  Army  while  he  was  building  a  pontoon 
bridge— a  meritorious  acton  the  part  of  the  soldier,  and  one  because  of 
which,  under  no  rule  of  civilized  warfare,  should  a  hair  of  his  head  be 
injured. 

Xow,  therefore,  as  I  cannot  hang  any  sufficient  number  of  General 
Pickett's  friends  or  relations  which  would  i)e  in  the  nature  of  a  personal 
retaliation,  and  which  ouglit  not  to  be  thought  of  by  the  generals  of 
two  armies  in  the  field,  if  I  proceed  to  retaliation  it  must  be  upon  tlie 
soldiers  and  officers  of  the  <,'oii federate  Army  that  I  have  in  m.\-^  hands, 
as  I  shall  most  assuredly  feel  it  my  duty  to  do  unless  some  period  is 
imt  to  such  acts  and  such  threats. 


Inclosines  werePi-ck  to  Pickett.  l"ei'ru;ir.\  11  and  ILi:  Pickett  to  Peck,  February  16 
and  17;  Butler  to  Pc.  k.  Febru.ary  17.  Series  1.  \'ol.  XXXIII,  pp.  s<t)6,  t!(j7,  tf68,  5t39, 
respectively,  aud  Pickett  to  Peck,  February  27.  p.  994,  ante. 
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It  therefore  becomes  my  duty,  as  commanding  general  of  this  depart- 
ment, to  call  upon  the  Confederate  authorities  to  know  if  such  acts  and 
that  threat  are  sanctioned  and  authorized  by  them.  I  will  patiently 
wait  for  a  sufBcieut  time  to  elapse  iu  which  I  can  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  course  which  the  Confederate  authorities  choose  to  take  upon 
this  subject,  and  then  will  i)roceed  to  such  action  as  I  may  be  advised  is 
proper  to  sustain  the  dignity,  power,  and  Justice  of  the  Government 
which  I  represent. 

To  avoid  all  misconception  upou  so  gra\  e  a  subject,  involving  so  much 
responsibility,  I  desire  to  say  that  until  full  explauatiou  is  had  with  the 
Confederate  authorities  I  should  not  deem  it  my  duty  to  execute 
I)risoners  of  war  in  retaliation  for  the  execution  of  deserters  from  the 
Confederate  Army  should  they  be  found  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
because  the  question  should  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion  between 
the  two  belligerents.  But  the  question  which  I  desire  to  submit  for 
authoritative  decision  on  the  ])art  of  those  you  represent  is,  whether  a 
soldier  of  the  United  States  who  is  duly  enlisted  and  has  not  deserted 
trom  your  army,  and  who  has  committed  no  act  Avhich  could  be  con- 
strued as  crime — save  acts  of  hostility  iu  the  held  against  the  Con- 
federate armies,  whatever  may  be  the  color  or  complexion  of  that 
soldier — is  to  be  regarded  and  treated  by  your  authorities  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  the  rights  and  immunities  of  such 
condition. 

The  most  obvious  considerations  of  humanity  and  mercy  will  impress 
more  strongly  than  anything  I  could  say  might  do  the  immediate 
necessity  of  placing  this  matter  before  your  authorities;  and  I  take  this 
method  of  communicating  through  yourself  as  the  most  proper  channel 
thi'ough  which  to  discuss  questions  relating  to  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchanije. 


WASHiNaxON,  D.  C,  March  [:j],  1(>61. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  M'ar : 

Sir:  On  the  1-th  ultimo  1  had  the  honor  to  address  you  in  reference 
to  a  telegram  from  General  Butler  from  Fort  Monroe  charging  me  with 
having  made  "gross  misrepresentations"  to  you.  I  have  now  (General 
Butler's  letter  to  you  of  the  10th  ultimo,  scarcely  less  offensive  iu  its 
reference  to  me  and  wholly  without  warrant  or  excuse.  If  General 
Butler  had  even  thought  me  mistaken,  he  might  have  pointed  out 
wliereinl  wasso,  and  then  let  the  nature  ofthe  mistake  determine  its  own 
character;  but  that  he  should  descend  to  the  use  of  his  vulgar  language 
in  the  gross  accusation  lie  has  dared  to  level  against  me  is  wholly 
unbecoming  his  rank  and  position,  though  entirely  in  keeping  with  his 
pretty  well-established  character  for  insolence  and  impudent  brutality-. 

The  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  cannot  need  the  suggestions  of  any 
one  to  enable  him  to  see  the  errors  and  the  wrongs  against  the  uuiler- 
signed  iu  the  letter  of  the  10th  of  February,  now  before  me.  It  is  a 
suitable  sequel  to  the  telegram  of  the  10th  of  the  month.  Having 
accused  me  in  his  telegram  of  having  made  '•  gross  misrepresentations" 
to  you,  he  now  accuses  me  of  being  •'  not  too  ingenuous  ■'  in  my  letter  to 
himself,  a  plain,  simple  letter,  setting  him  right  on  a  material  point  of 
fact.  General  Butler  had  officially  reported  that  his  declaration  of 
exchange  extended  to  only  ••  about  750  men,''  including  the  500  received 
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by  himself.  In  my  letter  I  informed  him  that  it  extended  to  some  3,000 
otincers  and  men,  reduced  to  i)rivates.  The  fact  is  one  of  record  and  is 
indisimtable.  but  in  a  brief  reference  to  it,  in  a  mere  letter  answering  a 
question  of  his  own.  I  did  not  flunk  it  necessary  to  make  authentic 
calculations  which  could  not  in  any  view  affect  tlie  main  point,  and  I 
therefore  accepted  his  own  report  as  to  the  number  which  he  stated 
would  be  affected  by  his  declaration,  to  wit,  750,  and  did  not  reduce 
the  two  officers — for  there  were  but  two — to  their  equivalents  in  pri- 
vates, which  might  have  carried  the  number  up  some  twenty,  or  thirty, 
forty,  or  possibly  fifty  more,  but  which  could  by  no  possibility  carry 
the  number  anywhere  near  the  3,008,  the  actual  number  affected  by  his 
declaration.  Upon  this  wholly  unimportant  matter  General  Butler 
takes  occasion  to  say  that  my  statement  is  "  not  too  ingenuous,"  or,  in 
other  words,  that  it  is  disingenuous,  and  he  makes  a  statement  himself 
that  his  730  included  some  officers  who  were  not  reduced  to  their 
equivalents  in  privates ;  thus  disingenuously,  even  dishonestly, 
attempting  to  convey  the  impression  that  if  his  7.';0  had  been 
reduced  to  privates  they  would  have  been  eiuivalent  to  the  3,(K)S.  It 
is  shoc'king  to  one's  better  nature  to  be  obliged  to  come  into  contact 
with  so  disrejr.itable  a  proceeding  in  any  shai)e. 

General  Butler  thinks  the  argument  is  all  on  "'one  side,"  meaning 
his  own  side.  lie  is  welcome  to  the  argument;  the  facts,  as  I  afdrm, 
are  all  against  him. 

He  accuses  me  with  being  displeased  with  his  declaration  of  exchange 
because  not  made  by  myself.  General  Butler  ought  to  know  enoughof 
the  course  of  duty  in  whicli  he  is  engaged  to  know  tluit  I  have  never 
made  a  single  declaration  of  exchange,  nor  have  I  at  any  time  desired 
to  make,  over  my  own  name,  any  announcement  iu  connection  witii  a 
declaration  of  exchange. 

I  have  pointed  out  to  him  the  proper  course,  sufficiently  indicating 
my  indifference  on  this  point,  to  wit,  that  the  agent  should  report  to 
Colonel  Hoffman,  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  when  an  ex- 
change has  been  projierly  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  and  that 
Colonel  Hoffman's  duty  is  then  to  furnish  the  specificaiions  or  details 
to  the  Adjutant-* iencral,  who  announces  the  declaration  in  orders  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned;  not  for  the  information  of  the  prison- 
ers merely,  for  the  commanding  officers  in  the  field  need  the  information. 
3Iy  name  has  in  no  instance  appeared  iu  connection  with  such  declara- 
tions, and  the  allusion  to  a  point  like  this  iu  General  Butler's  letter  can 
only  show  his  own  over- weening  anxiety  to  parade  his  own  name  before 
the  public  in  <,-onnection  with  the  duties  of  exchange  iu  order  to  create 
the  opinion  that  he  is  doing  something  in  the  direction  of  his  duties  as 
agent  of  exchange,  and  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind  you,  and 
through  you  General  Butler  himself,  that  in  the  hope  of  furnishing 
relief  to  our  suffering  prisoners  iu  Kichmoud  I  myself,  in  the  presence 
of  (leueral  Ualieck,  urged  upon  you  or  suggested  my  wish  for  the 
appointment  of  ( reneral  Butler  as  the  special  agent  of  exchange  at  City 
Point,  having  understood  that  he  thought,  or  professed  to  think,  that 
he  could  accomplish  tiie  release  of  those  prisoners  if  empowered  to  act 
as  agent  of  exchange. 

You  will  also  doubtless  recollect,  and  will  excuse  my  allusion  to  the 
fact  at  this  time,  that  when  it  became  apparent  that  the  system  of 
exchanges  had  become  seriously  interrupted  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
prisoners  iu  Richmond,  I,  by  a  note  addressed  to  yourself,  expressed 
my  entire  readiness  to  withdraw  either  altogether  or  temporarily,  as 
you  might  deem  proper,  from  the  duties  of  exchange,  to  give  any  other 
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officer  aa  opportunity  of  using  his  skill,  talent,  or  ability  for  the  relief 
of  those  prisoners. 

Xo  vulgar  love  of  newspaper  notoriety  tyrannizes  over  my  disposition 
to  impede  its  action  in  behalf  of  surt'eriug  humanity.  Xo  man  in  this 
nation  has  more  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  Union  people  in  Rich- 
uiond.  both  civilians  and  soldiers,  than  myself,  and  no  man  mure  deeply 
laments  the  cruel  and  barbarous  policy  of  the  Richmond  authorities  in 
the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  who  have  unhappily  fallen  into  their 
hands,  by  which  miserable  and  disgraceful  policy  they  hope  so  to  dis- 
tress our  people  through  the  noblest  of  symi)athies  as  to  force  upon  the 
Government  some  action  for  the  advantage  of  the  political  scoundrels 
who  have  got  up  this  horrible  rebellion. 

GeneralButler  himself  will  recollect  that  when  the  subject  of  his 
position  as  agent  was  spoken  of  in  the  War  Uftice,  in  the  presence  of  the 
President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  General-in-Chief  after  it 
became  known  that  the  rebel  authorities  had  given  notice  that  they 
would  do  no  business  with  him.  and  that  a  tiagof  truce  even  should  not 
protect  him,  I  then  expressed  the  oianion  that  the  rebels  could  not  be 
allowed  to  say  who  should  or  should  not  be  appointed  to  execute  the 
duties  of  the  (lovernmeut.  It  is  true  tliat  there  was  no  question  made 
on  this  point,  but  I  have  a  right  to  refer  to  my  frank  declaration  at  that 
time  to  show  General  Butler  the  enormity  he  commits  when  he  ])re- 
sumes,  even  so  remotely,  to  intimate  a  disposition  on  my  part  to  inter- 
fere with  any  proper  execution  of  his  duties  as  an  exchange  agent  out 
of  a  desire  to  see  my  name  in  connection  with  them.  I  advised  his 
appointment  as  agent  in  the  first  place  in  the  hope  of  carryini;-  relief  to 
our  prisoners  in  Richmond.  When  I  gave  the  opinion  that  he  ought  to 
be  sustained  as  the  agent  1  was  moved  by  a  consideration  of  the  respect 
due  to  the  Government,  but  with  a  ho|)e  that  the  obstacles  to  his  inter- 
course with  the  enemy  under  flag  of  truce  might  be  overcome.  In 
neither  case,  nor  at  any  time,  have  I  had  in  view  any  regard  to  its  effect 
upon  my  name  or  notoriety. 

But  the  obstacles  referred  to  have  not  yet  been  overcome,  and  now  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  express  my  deef)  regret  that  General  Butler  was  ever 
appointed  the  agent  of  exchange,  for  the  difficulties  of  an  advantageous 
intercourse  with  the  enemy  on  the  subject  of  exchange  have  been  greatly 
increased,  and  whilst  his  appointment  has,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
come  to  be  felt  in  the  country  as  an  embarrassment,  some  of  our  i>ris- 
oners  in  Richmond  are  writing  letters  of  coa^ilaint,  as  if  our  Govern- 
ment, in  the  appointment  of  General  Butler,  a  man  known  to  be  so 
offensive  to  the  rebel  authorities,  had  willfully  disregarded  the  interests 
of  the  prisoners.  The  evidence  of  this  latter  fact  is  in  my  own  hands, 
furnished  from  Libby  Prison  through  the  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  and 
can  be  produced  whenever  necessary.  Assuredly,  in  this  state  of  facts. 
General  Butler  cannot  impute  to  my  interference  from  personal  motives 
his  want  of  success  in  the  duty  he  so  earnestly  sought,  assuring  the 
Deiiartment  as  he  did  that,  if  permitted,  he  could  elfect  the  release  of 
all  of  our  prisoners  in  Richmond,  casting  unworthy  imputations  u|ion 
his  predecessor,  General  Meredith,  a  most  amiable  and  honorable  gen- 
tleman, for  no  other  ])urpose  but  to  have  him  removed  out  of  his  way. 

But  I  pass  by  the  further  consideration  of  these  points  and  beg  to 
refer  the  attention  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  the  presence, 
in  General  Butler's  communication  of  the  lUth  ultimo,  of  a  letter  i)ur- 
portingto  be  from  ilr.  Ould,  the  rebel  agent  of  exchange,  addressed  to 
myself.     This  letter  stands  in  General  Butler's  communication  as  an 
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official  paper,  received  and  acted  upon  in  due  course  of  business,  with 
which  my  name  and  presumed  sanction  is  connected,  and  yet  General 
Butler  never  sent  that  letter  to  me.  He  has  presumed  to  use  this  let- 
ter ill  his  secret  and  unauthorized  intercourse  with  Mr.  Ould,  even  to 
the  extent  of  making  it  the  ground  of  an  official  act  which  I  am  virtu- 
ally held  responsible  for.  General  Butler  interpolates  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion in  his  official  communication  to  yourself  without  any  explanation 
as  to  its  origin  or  history,  whilst  he  appeals  to  it  as  the  authority  for  his 
declaration  of  exchange,  and  lie  leaves  the  letter,  thus  unexplained,  to 
go  upon  the  archives  of  the  War  Department  having  the  appearance 
of  a  letter  received  and  acted  upon  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
when  General  Butler  knew  he  had  no  authority  whatever  to  use  this 
letter  without  first  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
His  position  required  him  to  forward  the  letter  or  a  copy  of  it  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  then  to  return  the  letter,  if  not  otherwise 
ordered,  to  Mr.  Ould,  as  a  rebuke  for  the  attempt  to  pass  by  himself, 
the  appointed  agent  of  exchange,  to  whom  Mr.  Quid's  communications 
should  have  been  addressed. 

The  letter  itself  is  artfully  written  by  Mr.  Ould,  in  keeping  with  the 
character  of  the  man.  calculated  expressly  to  convey  the  false  impres- 
sion that  the  business  of  exchange  had  been  regularly  conducted 
between  himself  and  General  Meredith,  as  General  Butler's  predeces- 
sor, down  to  th6  1st  of  September  last,  and  Mr.  Ould  then  ostensibly 
addressing  his  letter  to  me,  but  knowing  by  his  secret  intercourse  with 
(General  Butler  that  it  would  not  only  be  received  by  General  Butler 
but  would  be  acted  upon  by  him  without  my  knowledge. 

As  the  letter  purports  to  be  official  and  is  addressed  to  me,  I  am 
thus,  through  this  secret  channel,  made  a  party  to  a  transaction 
between  (General  Butler  and  Mr.  Ould,  which  in  point  of  fact  has  no 
official  sanction  and  with  which  I  had  nothing  to  do,  whilst  in  the  com- 
munication of  (rcneral  Butler  my  name  is  so  connected  with  the  pro- 
ceeding as  to  make  it  appear  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ould  had  not  only 
been  seen  by  me  but  that  its  use  by  General  Butler  had  my  sanction. 
But  now,  whilst  I  do  not  wish  to  have  my  name  appear  in  public  unless 
absolutely  necessary  for  some  sufficient  public  object,  1  do  not  choose 
to  have  it  foisted  into  a  public  transaction,  of  doubtful  propriety  at 
be.st,  with  which  I  had  nothing  to  do. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Ould.  and  which  I  repeat,  though  addressed  to 
me  as  the  commissioner  of  exchange,  was  never  sent  to  me  by  General 
Butler,  not  only  represents  that  the  business  of  exchange  had  been 
duly  and  regularly  conducted  between  himself  and  General  Meredith 
down  to  the  1st  of  September,  but  was  expressly  written  to  convey  the 
idea  that  the  business  had  been  subsequently  duly  formal  and  proper 
on  Mr.  Ould's  part,  when  Mr.  Ould  knew  that  his  improper  conduct 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  unpleasant  controversy  between  him- 
self and  General  Meredith,  which  made  further  exchanges  apparently 
impossible  without  a  change  of  agents.  That  controversy,  at  what  may 
be  called  its  close,  left  us  with  a  clear  and  decided  claim,  disputed,  it 
is  admitted,  by  Mr.  Ould,  to  from  10,000  to  15,000  men,  which  Mr.  Ould 
ought  to  liave  delivered  to  us,  embracing,  as  it  would  have  done,  nearly 
all  of  the  prisoners  then  in  rebel  [irisons. 

But  I  must  remark  here,  in  order  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the 
suspension  of  exchanges  did  not  result  from  the  consideration  that  the 
rebels  held  a  few  prisoners,  more  or  less,  improperly,  but  it  grew  out  of 
the  i>rinciples  upon  which  our  enemies  were  acting  and  which  left  us 
no  alternative. 
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Mr.  Quid's  letter  ostensibly  to  me,  but  designed  for  General  Butler's 
action,  was  thus  artfully  written  in  order  to  afford  a  seeming  excuse 
for  General  Butler  to  concede  the  point  to  Mr.  Quid  that  no  real  diffi- 
culties existed  on  the  subject  of  exchange,  and  that  there  existed  no 
reason  why  General  Butler  and  Mr.  Quid  should  not  recommence  the 
interrupted  system  of  declarations  of  exchange;  and  then  Mr.  Ould,  as 
if  he  was  but  acting  in  the  due  course  of  business,  proceeds  to  "  notify" 
me — that  is  General  Butler,  ostensibly  through  me,  to  whom  the  letter 
is  addres.sed — that  he,  3Ir.  Ould,  will  on  the  1st  of  February  declare 
exchanged  all  Confederate  prisoners  received  at  City  Point  up  to  a 
certain  date,  and  concludes  by  giving  permission  to  (ieueral  Butler  to 
make  a  similar  declaration,  which  he  makes  accordingly,  and  this  is 
tlie  declaration  which  General  Butler  now  insists  is  in  all  respects  in 
conformity  with  custom,  right  and  proper. 

But  the  de(.'laration  in  question  has  not  a  single  feature  in  it  in  con- 
formity with  usage.  It  is  not  founded  upon  an  authorized  agreement 
between  the  respective  agents  of  exchange,  nor  upon  any  publicly 
known  agreement  whatever.  It  stands  upon  an  ex  parte  letter  from 
Mr.  Ould,  addressed  to  myself,  and  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  General 
Butler,  who  has  presumed  to  act  upon  it  without  any  authority  what- 
ever, and  the  letter  itself  shows  upon  its  face  that  Mr.  Ould  assumed 
to  control  and  decide  upon  the  whole  matter  of  exchange  himself,  not 
conferring  openly  with  any  one  ou  the  subject.  He  condescends  to 
"notify"  me,  or  General  Butler,  through  me,  that  at  a  certain  time  he 
he  will  make  a  certain  declaration,  and  then  tells  General  Butler  that 
he  can  do  the  same.  He  invites  no  conference,  he  asks  no  consent,  but 
he  declares  what  it  is  his  purpose  to  do,  leaving  General  Butler  no 
option  in  the  case. 

W  this  is  the  way  to  do  business  of  this  sort  between  belligerents  I 
have  yet  to  be  instructed  in  some  of  the  plainest  dictates  of  the  morals 
of  war  and  must  learn  anew  what  constitutes  the  dignity  of  an  agent 
acting  in  the  name  of  his  Government  in  behalf  of  interests  of  very 
great  importance,  put  in  jeopardy  by  a  man  of  unscrupulous  and  vigi- 
lant activity  on  the  other  side. 

General  Butler  appends  to  his  letter  several  declarations  of  exchange 
announced  by  the  War  Department  by  orders  signed  by  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army,  and  he  claims  that  his  declaration  is  precisely  in 
the  same  language  and  pleads  this  as  a  justification  in  issuing  his 
department  order  on  a  similar  subject.  Besides  that,  this  does  not 
touch  the  real  objections  to  his  proceedings;  he  might  as  well  use  the 
precise  language  of  a  proclamation  of  the  President  and  then  claim  the 
right  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  whole  country,  dated  at  his  local 
headquarters. 

Mr.  Ould  maintains  his  character  tor  disingenuous  diplomacy  through- 
out the  whole  transaction.  After  giving  to  General  Butler  "a  iiDtitica- 
tiou  of  what  he  has  determined  he  will  do  with  regard  to  declaring 
exchanged  all  prisoners  received  by  him  at  City  Point,  having  inveigled 
General  Butler  through  his  secret  correspondence  into  an  acceptance 
of  his  purpose,  he  returns  to  Eichmond  ami  declares  exchanged,  not  the 
prisoners  "received  at  City  Point,''  but,  if  the  Kiihmoud  papers  can  be 
relied  upon  in  printing  his  declaration,  he  sets  free  from  the  obligations 
of  their  parole  all  Vicksburg  prisoners  (who  never  saw  City  Point)  who 
had  reported  for  duty  at  a  certain  place  in  Mississippi  called  Enter- 
prise prior  to  a  given  date  and  certain  other  prisoners,  leaving  himself 
still  an  indefinite  margin  to  go  upon  for  future  declarations  whenever 
it  may  suit  his  pleasure  according  to  his  principle  as  declared  to  General 
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Meredith,  that  he  would  "proceed  to  make  declarations  of  exchange 
whenever  he  conscientiously  felt  the  right  to  do  so,''  which  means  when- 
ever he  felt  disposed  to  do  so  '"for  the  purpose."  as  he  also  said,  "of 
putting  men  into  the  field."' 

What  now  is  the  result  of  this  secret  intercourse  with  Mr.  Ould  but 
to  give  him  some  color  of  excuse  for  going  on  ad  lib.  in  making  declara- 
tions of  exchange  in  total  disregard  of  all  just  principles  which  ought 
to  govern  this  business. 

We  have  had  it  in  our  power  all  along  to  have  had  amicable  dealings 
with  Mr.  Ould  by  simply  allowing  him  to  have  his  own  way,  by  simply 
permitting  him  to  take  the  initiative  and  "notify"'  us  of  his  purpose  and 
accepting  his  permission  to  follow  his  dictation  as  to  what  we  ought  to 
do,  whilst  he  takes  the  liberty  at  the  same  time  of  disregarding  his  own 
proposition  and  doing  something  else  more  to  the  interest  of  his 
employers. 

As  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  I  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  repudiate  this  whole  proceeding  as  irregular  and  unau- 
thorized, protesting  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  use  made  by 
General  Butler  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me,  but  which  he  never  com- 
municated to  me.  nor  did  he  communicate  it  to  yourself  until  it  was 
forced  out  of  his  hands  by  the  necessity  he  has  been  placed  under  of 
attempting  to  explain,  though  ever  so  feebly,  his  conduct  in  this  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  been  led  into  a  gross  impropriety  by  a  morbid 
desire  to  seem  before  the  country  to  be  doing  sometiiingin  the  business 
of  exchange.  His  pretense  is  to  put  men  into  the  field  who  are  now  at 
parole  camps,  but  this  affords  no  relief  whatever  to  our  prisoners  in 
Kichmoud,  and  it  is  manifest  that  so  long  as  no  declarations  are  made 
no  particular  advantage  can  be  gained  on  either  side,  each  side  being 
supposed  to  have  a  corresponding  number  on  parole,  not  under  arms, 
as  the  basis  of  exchange. 

It  is  not  out  of  place  to  notice  the  fact  here  that  General  Butler 
in  his  declaration  of  exchange  has  assumed  the  designation  of  com- 
missioner of  exchange.  If  he  will  consult  the  orders  under  which  he 
is  acting  he  will  find  that  he  is  an  agent  of  exchange  at  City  Point, 
under  the  cartel,  and  has  no  powers  beyond  that  agency.  I  regard 
this  of  no  importance  in  itself,  but  General  Butler  evidently  does,  and 
since  he  so  regards  the  designation  as  important  he  should  adhere  to 
the  one  given  him  in  the  orders  under  which  he  is  acting. 

Ci)lonel  Ludlow  always  adhered  to  his  proper  designation,  that  of 
agent  of  exchange.  General  Meredith  was  appointed  commissioner  by 
his  orders,  but  General  Butler,  by  his  orders,  is  agent  of  exchange  at 
City  Point,  and  has  no  duties  outside  of  it  in  connection  with  the 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  have  one  more  fact  to  state  which  I  wish  General  Butler  to  know, 
and,  as  I  request  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  may  be  furnished  to  him,  I 
state  the  fact  here. 

General  Butler  has  evidently  supposed  that  the  order  ft-om  yourself 
to  suspend  his  declaration  of  exchange  was  based  upon  some  suggestion 
of  mine,  but  he  is  mistaken.  TheSecretaryof  War  will  doubtless  remem- 
ber that  he  himself  on  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  that  declaration  interposed 
his  order  to  suspend  it  before  seeing  me  or  hearing  a  word  from  me  on 
the  subject.  The  impropriety  of  the  declaration  was  apparent  from 
several  points  of  view.  It  was  improper  from  the  single  fact  alone  that 
it  had  been  publicly  announced,  and  had  been  reported  by  General  But- 
ler himself,  that  the  rebels  would  have  no  intercourse  with  him  under 
flag  of  truce.  From  this  fact  alone  tlie  Secretary  of  War  was  com- 
pelled to  see  at  once  that  of  necessity  the  declaration  must  be  improper. 
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It  must  of  necessity  have  been  wanting  in  those  public  or  authorized 
sanctions  necessary  to  justify  a  public  act  of  this  nature,  and  how  could 
tlie  Secretary  of  War — how  could  any  one — have  imagined  that  Gen- 
eral Butler  would  carry  on  a  secret  intercourse  with  the  enemy  over  the 
name  of  another  otlicer  made  a  cat's  paw  of  by  both  parties  without  his 
knowledge,  even  to  the  point  of  concluding  an  arrangement  of  a  public 
character,  and  then  assume  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  it  without 
the  authority  of  the  War  Department,  and  without  even  reporting  the 
particulars  in  the  case. 

In  so  plain  a  matter  it  would  have  been  very  extraordinary  if  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  waited  for  the  suggestion  of  any  one  before  put- 
ting his  veto  upon  so  unwarranted  a  proceeding,  and  now  General  But- 
ler may  reflect  upon  the  fact  that  his  assault  upon  the  undersigned,  in 
connection  with  the  suspension  of  his  declaration  of  exchange,  must 
slide  oil'  from  the  object  aimed  at  and  fall  upon  a  much  higher  per- 
sonage. 

If  this  communication  betrays  a  deep  sense  of  the  wrong  done  me  by 
General  Butler  over  and  above  the  official  impropriety  he  has  commit- 
ted, and  exhibits  language  not  usually  found  in  official  communications, 
and  such  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  using,  and  such  as  I  had  proposed 
to  myself  not  to  indulge  in,  I  beg  the  Secretary  to  consider  the  enor- 
mous provocation  jput  upon  me  by  (ieneral  Butler,  who,  knowing  my 
official  relations  to  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  has  charged  upon 
me  a  "gross  "breach  of  those  relations — a  charge  at  which  every  right- 
minded  man  who  encounters  it  must  shudder.  The  charge  of  murder 
even  would  have  been  felt  aa  less  degrading  than  that  of  making 
"gross  misrepresentations ''  to  the  officer  in  whose  staff  I  have  the  honor 
to  hold  a  position. 

When  I  first  heard  of  this  accusation,  it  was  so  entirely  unexpected 
and  so  absolutely  undeserved  that  I  did  not  realize  its  enormity,  and  I 
thought  it  could  not,  as  I  intended  it  should  not,  mislead  me  into  any 
departure  from  official  courtesy  in  any  notice  I  might  be  required  to 
make  of  it.  If  I  have  departed  in  some  degree  from  the  rule  I  had  i)ro- 
posed  to  myself,  the  binding  obligations  of  which  I  admit  in  general,  I 
respectfully  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Honorable  Secretary,  through 
whom  I  am  compelled  to  transmit  this  letter,  in  the  writing  of  which  I 
an*  forced  to  admit  that  my  contact  with  General  Butler  in  the  brief 
intercourse  I  have  had  with  him  has  deeply  impressed  upou  me  the 
ancient  truth,  that  "evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A^  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Voluntetrs.  Comniissioner  of  Exchange. 


Headi.iuartees  Marmadcke's  Division, 

Camikn,  Ark..  .March  5,  I-^'Ai. 
Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele, 

Commandin;/,  d-c,  U.  iS.  Armij.  Headi[unrtrr>i  Little  Hock,  Ark.: 
General:  I  learn  that  you  have  in  your  guard-house  Captain  Eau- 
dall,  Lieutenant  Bradford,  Lieutenant  5lcCoy.  and  several  privates,  all 
of  my  command  and  lately  cajitured  by  some  of  your  scouting  parties. 
I  furlher  learn  that  Captain  Randall  (and  perhaps  the  rest  also)  are 
miserably  treated ;  the  officers  confined  in  dirty,  filthy  prisons,  bad  food, 
and  sadly  in  want  of  the  necessary  clothing  and  blankets  to  keep  them 
from  suffering.  I  hope  this  is  not  true,  yet  my  information  comes  in 
such  manner  that  I  am  compelkHl  to  believe  it.     I  cannot,  however, 
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believe  that  you  are  aware  of  this  sad  condition,  and  feel  assured  that 
you  will  see  them  treated  humanely  and  as  brave  men  deserve.  I  desire, 
moreover,  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  and  men  above  referred  to  were 
acting  under  my  orders  and  must  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  I 
learn  that  Lieutenant  ^NlcCoy  is  charged  with  being  a  spy.  It  is  false. 
When  captured  he  was  in  command  of  a  party  of  some  fifteen  men  act- 
ing under  written  and  proper  instructions  from  me. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-General^  Provisional  Army,  C.  8. 


Office  Com.missary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  3,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme,  Commanding  Post,  Chicago,  111.: 

General:  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  inclose  herewith 
a  list  of  articles  which  may  be  sold  to  prisoners  of  war  in  confinement 
at  Camp  Douglas,  by  some  suitable  person  to  be  appointed  by  yourself. 
It  is  not  expected  that  a  large  sutler's  store  will  be  established,  but 
merely  a  small  room  where  supplies  for  a  day  or  two  may  be  kept  on 
hand.  None  but  the  articles  enumerated  on  the  list  can  be  sold,  and 
every  precaution  must  be  taken  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  privilege,  either 
by  the  person  permitted  to  sell  or  the  prisoners.  No  sale  should  be 
made  before  S  o'clock  in  the  morning  or  after  half  an  hour  before  sunset. 
As  prisoners  are  not  permitted  to  have  money  in  their  possession;  all 
sales  should  be  made  on  orders  on  the  commanding  officer  or  officer  in 
whose  hands  is  deposited  the  money  belonging  to  prisoners,  and  these 
orders  should  be  paid  as  often  as  once  a  week,  if  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  hoffma:n^. 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

(Similar  to  Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston,  commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of 
War,  Point  Lookout,  'Shi.;  Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry,  commanding  U.  S. 
forces,  Johnson's  Island.  Ohio;  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  commanding  Fort 
Delaware,  Del.;  Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh,  acting  provost-marshal-gen- 
eral. Department  of  the  Missouri,  Gratiot  and  :Myrtle  Streets  Prisons, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.;  ^laj.  Stephen  Cabot,  commanding  Fort  Warren,  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  Mass.;  Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of 
War.  Rock  Island,  111.:  Col.  W.  P.  Richardson,  commanding  Camp 
Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio:  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton, 
Indianapolis.  Ind.:  Col.  William  Weer,  commanding  military  prison, 
Alton,  III.;  Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  commanding  Fort  McHenry.  Balti- 
more. Md.) 

:in.l..>.are.j 

List  of  articles  which  sutlers  may  he  permitted  to  sell  to  prisoners  of  icar. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  approved. 

Tobacco,  cigars,  pipes,  snuff,  steel  pens,  paper,  envelopes,  lead  pen- 
cils, pen  knives,  postage  stamps,  buttons,  tape,  thread,  sewing  cotton, 
pins  and  needles,  handkerchiefs,  suspenders,  socks,  underclothes,  caps, 
shoes,  towels,  looking  glasses,  brushes,  combs,  clothes  brooms,  pocket 
knives,  scissors.  Groceries:  Crushed  sugar,  sirup,  family  soap,  butter, 
lard,  smoked  beef,  beef  tougues,  bologna  saasage.  corn-meal,  nutmegs, 
pepper,  mustard,  table  salt,  salt  fish,  crackers,  cheese,  pickles,  sauces. 
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meats  and  fish  in  cans,  vegetables,  dried  fruits,  sirups,  lemons,  nuts, 
apples,  matches,  yeast  powders.  Table  furniture:  Crockery,  glass- 
ware, tinware. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


HEADyUAKTERS   CaMP    SuiITER, 

AndersoHville,  March  o,  1864. 
W.  B.  Paul,  Esq.,  Sheriff,  Lee  County: 

Sir:  Under  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  MaJ.  Xorman  W.  Smith, 
chief  inspector  of  held  transportation  (a  copy*  of  which  please  find 
inclosed),  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  impress  four  four-mule  wagons 
and  teams  for  the  period  of  thirty  days  and  forward  same  to  me  at 
once  at  these  headquarters.  You  will  be  careful  to  take  these  teams 
from  plantations  from  whence  they  can  best  be  spared. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  WINDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  (Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  March  4,  1S64. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners : 

Colonel:  In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  this  morning,  which  I  send 
by  mail,  as  the  telegraph  at  present  works  no  faster,  the  cable  being 
broken,  I  send  you  the  list  of  exchanges  following:  Maj.  A.  B.  Wade, 
Seventy-third  Indiana,  for  Col.  J.  S.  Gholston,  Sixteenth  Georgia;  Lieu- 
tenant Doughty,  Fifty-third  Indiana,  for  Lieut.  A.  R.  Woodroof,  Nel- 
son's battalion;  Col.  D.  F.  Dulany,  Fifth  Virginia  Militia,  for  Col.  D. 
Howard  Smith,  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry.  Can  there  be  any  possible 
objection  to  my  declaration  of  exchange .'  Ail  the  equivalents  are 
serving  in  the  Confederate  Army  against  us,  while  we  cannot  make  the 
declaration.  Please  also  send  to  L^iint  Lookout  all  the  prisoners  at 
Fort  Delaware.  We  are  amply  able  now  tu  take  care  of  them,  whether 
officers  or  soldiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Com manding. 

^FiraC  indorsemenc] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinr/ton,  D.  C,  March  7,  1S64. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  exchanges  auuounced  have  been  reported  to  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral and  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  respectfully  invited  to 
the  latter  part  of  this  letter.  Four  thousand  prisoners  can  be  provided 
for  at  Fort  Delaware  in  addition  to  those  now  there,  and  I  consider  it 
a  safer  place  for  them  than  at  Point  Lookout. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  March  9, 1864. 
Kespectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners for  remark. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBT, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorseroent.] 

March  12, 1864. 
I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Hoffman  that  Fort  Delaware  is  a 
safer  place  for  prisoners  than  Point  Lookout  if  they  are  not  required 
at  Point  Lookout  for  some  special  reason.  With  regard  to  a  declara- 
tion, as  referred  to  in  General  Butler's  letter,  I  have  to  remark  that 
if  Mr.  Quid  has  placed  on  duty  the  etiuivaleuts  as  stated  he  has  done 
so  without  authority,  without  any  agreement  with  us,  but  in  accordance 
with  his  known  disregard  of  all  proper  rules  governing  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  and  I  do  not  think  the  proper  remedy  of  such  irregularities 
is  to  be  found  in  following  his  example. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  (tc. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  ZSTorth  Carolina, 

Office  Cojdiissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  4,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  February  17,  informing  me 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  the  exchange  of  Capt.  A.  W. 
Metcalf,  Fourteenth  Few  York  Cavalry,  for  Capt.  George  V.  Moody,  a 
rebel  officer  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Captain 
Metcalf  has  been  exchanged  for  Captain  Stanley,  of  North  Carolina. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
2Iajor-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


[March  4,  1SG4.— For  Eoss  to  Coates,  and  Coates'  reply,  in  regard 
to  the  execution  of  certain  Confederate  prisoners,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXXII.  Part  I.  pp.  326.  327.j 


Washington,  D.  C,  2Iarch  4,  1864. 
Maj.  Geu.  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Xortliern  Department,  Columbus.  Ohio: 

General:  Until  recently  I  have  been  under  the  impression  that  the, 
prisoners  of  war  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary  were  under  military  control 
except  so  far  as  their  custody  was  concerned,  and  I  presumed  that 
visitors  were  not  permitted  to  see  them  except  by  permission  from  this 
oftice. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  under  what  rules  they  are  held  there,  and 
if  the  warden  or  otlier  State  olBcials  give  admission  to  visitors  to  these 
prisoners  as  they  do  to  state  prisoners.  They  should  be  under  the 
same  military  control  as  other  prisoners  of  war.  except  in  so  fur  as  this 
may  be  modified  to  suit  the  rules  of  the  prison.     Visitors  should  not  be 
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admitted  except  by  military  authority,  and  a  monthly  return  of  these 
prisoners  should  be  made  as  at  prison  stations. 

If  no  such  oiScer  has  yet  been  appointed  I  respectfully  request  you 
will  appoint  a  provost-marshal  to  the  prison,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
have  the  military  supervision  of  the  prisoners  and  to  make  to  this 
office  all  necessary  reports. 

Please  order  a  return  for  February  forwarded  immediately.  I  inclose 
a  form  herewith. 

Very  respectfullv,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissarij-General  of  Prisoners. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  4,  1S64. 
The  Officer  Commanding  at  Fort  Warren: 

Sir:  The  Xavy  Department  has  placed  in  my  hands  the  accompany- 
ing letter*  from  W.  A.  Webb,  commander,  C.  S.  Navy,  now  at  Fort 
Warren,  bearing  date  the  26th  ultimo,  for  such  use  as  I  may  think 
proper,  and  I  deem  it  proper  before  making  any  other  use  of  it  to  refer 
It  to  yourself  for  such  report  as  may  either  verify  or  refute  such  por- 
tions of  the  letter  as  refer  to  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort 
Warren. 

I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  letter  with  yoirr  remarks  upon  it.r  and 
inform  Commander  Webb  that  if  he  desires  to  communicate  with  the 
Richmond  authorities  by  letter  he  will  confine  himself  to  the  immediate 
business  object  he  may  have  in  view. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Richmond,  March  4,  1S64. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sie  :  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  papers  just  captured  from 
the  enemy  are  of  such  an  extraordinary  and  diabolical  character  that 
some  formal  method  should  be  adopted  of  giving  them  to  the  public 
than  simply  sending  them  to  the  press. 

My  own  conviction  is  for  an  execution  of  the  prisoners  and  a  publi- 
cation as  justification.  But  in  any  event  the  publication  should  go 
forth  with  ofdcial  sanction  from  the  highest  authority,  calling  the 
attention  of  our  people  and  the  civilized  world  to  the  fiendish  and 
atrocious  conduct  of  our  enemies. | 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Camp  Sumter.  Andersonrille.  Ga.,  March  4.  1864. 
-Alaj.  A.  M.  Allen, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Cohnnhns,  Ga.: 
Ma.tor:  I  will  take  great  pleasure  in  working  in  harmony  with  your- 
self and  Capt.  J.  W.  Armstrong,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence, 

'  Not  found. 

tSee  Cabot  to  Hitchrnck,  March  7.  p.  li>:2l. 

:  Fur  reports  ami  corn-spoinleiire  rulatin-  t..  the  •■  Dnhlgron  raiil."  and  especially 
General  Lee's  inmiuHuieatious  on  the  --ubiect.  see  Series  I^^■ol.  XXXIIL 
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to  facilitate  the  feeding  of  prisoners  at  this  post,  but  under  present 
instructions  see  some  difBcuIties,  and  before  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  to  them  would  be  glad  of  any  suggestions  you 
would  be  pleased  to  make  which  might  relieve  them.  There  is  no 
market  whatever  at  this  post  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  my  labor- 
ers and  employes  can  purchase  the  necessary  food  to  live  upon,  except 
at  the  caprice  and  exorbitant  charges  of  such  persons  as  will  bring 
provisions  to  them,  and  it  is  equally  impossible  for  them  to  obtain  board 
of  any  kind  at  any  price.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General has  instructed  me  to  sell  to  them  at  Government  rates  what 
provisions  they  may  require.  Again,  how  are  my  negro  laborers  to 
be  fed?  And  again,  under  precedent  set  at  Richmond,  which  I  am 
instructed  to  follow,  the  Yankees  who  are  detailed  at  work  receive 
double  rations.  How  are  these  rations  to  be  accounted  for?  It  is  true 
that  I  might  include  them  in  my  Ave  days'  provision  receipts,  but  it 
would  always  show  a  larger  number  of  rations  issued  than  prisoners 
on  hand,  and  as  I  am  receipting  to  you  on  provision  returns,  it  would 
be  folly  to  again  take  up  your  issues  on  ray  property  return  and  issue 
them.  If  you  can  so  arrange  it  as  to  furnish  rations  to  my  negro 
laborers,  sell  provisions  to  my  employes,  and  tix  the  matter  so  as  to 
issue  the  extra  rations  to  prisoners,  all  of  which  arrangements  I  think 
you  can  easily  make,  all  difficulties  will  be  at  end. 

Tour  commissary  house  I  shall  try  to  have  completed  by  1st  of  April 
if  Captain  Armstrong  can  furnish  me  the  necessary  materials. 

Please  give  me  your  very  earliest  attention  to  matters  herein  con- 
tained, as  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  arranged  at  once. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  WILDER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Depart>ient  op  the  Ctj:viberland, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  March  5,  1864. 
Col.  WiLLiAJi  Hoffman, 

Commissury-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  you  the  official  papers  relating 
to  the  recent  exchange  of  prisoners  entered  into  by  Maj.  Gen.  George 
H,  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding  Confederate  forces.*  Feelings  of 
humanity  prompted  the  commanding  general  to  endeavor  to  effect  this 
exchange,  he  having  learned  from  coiupeteut  authority  that  there  were  a 
number  of  the  soldiers  belonging  to  this  army  who  had  been  wounded 
and  captured  by  the  rebels  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  who  were 
suffering  in  rebel  prisons  at  Atlanta,  and  as  our  forces  had  captured 
some  wounded  Confederates,  who  were  then  in  our  possession,  it  was 
not  deemed  to  be  imprudent  to  etiect  the  exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


"SeeThomas  to  Johnstou,  January  :il,  p.  N'il.',  ami  Johnston's  reply,  February  11,  p.  942. 
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HEADQUAETERS   DEPARTilENT   OF   THE   EAST, 

Xew   York  City,  2Iarch  3,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  the  publication  by  the  Senate  of  the  correspondence  on  tlie 
subject  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners*  I  observed  that  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Ould  and  myself  previous  to  the  14th  of 
January,  1S64  [18G3],  and  much  of  it  since  that  date,  does  not  appear.  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  fact  and  that  I  turned  over  to 
Briffadier-General  Meredith  all  the  correspondence  and  papers  which 
])assed  between  Mr.  Ould  and  myself  during  the  whole  time  I  was  on 
duty  as  agent  for  exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Imp.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  East. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washin(jton,  D.  C,  March  J,  1S64. 
Capt.  Stephen  E.  Jones, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Provost-Marshal,  Louisville,  Ky.: 
Captain:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  in  relation  to  political 
prisoners  held  in  Louisville  is  received.  The  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment require  that  all  political  prisoners  who  have  been  reported  to  this 
office  shall  not  be  discharged  without  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  any  ■will  be  reported  here  against  whom 
there  are  not  apparently  well  founded  charges  of  disloyal  acts.  Many 
are  arrested  under  circumstances  which  make  it  proper,  but  a  little 
investigation  shows  the  innocence  of  the  accused,  and  he  should  be 
released;  but  this  should  take  place  before  reporting  to  this  office. 
Prisoners  confined  for  civil  oflenses  not  connected  with  the  rebellion 
are  not  political  or  state  prisoners  and  are  not  to  be  reported  to  this 
office. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  generals  commanding  depart- 
ments to  order  without  delay  the  trial  of  all  persons  arrested  as  spies, 
or  for  other  grave  oflenses,  and  you  will  therefore  forward  charges 
a.uainst  all  persons  so  charged  now  in  your  custody  through  the  district 
commander,  with  the  names  of  witnesses,  and  request  a  trial  to  be 
ordered.  When  prisoners  are  tried  before  a  military  tribunal  for  polit- 
ical or  for  other  oflenses  the  sentence  will  be  executed,  whatever  it 
may  be,  even  though  they  have  been  reported  to  this  office.  If  there 
are  prisoners  in  custody  for  ordinary  oflenses  against  the  law  who  have 
through  mistake  been  reported  to  this  office  they  may  properly  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  prisons  appropriated  for  such  cases,  and  be  so  reported 
on  your  rolls  and  returns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


"  Senate  Executive  Document  No.  17,  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  tirat  session. 
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GENEEAii  Oedees,  \      Adjt.  ajmd  Insp.  Geneeax's  Office, 

2^0.  29.  )■  Richmond,  March  5,  1864. 

1.  The  following  acts  of  Congress  are  published  for  the  information 
of  the  Army : 

»  *  *  *  *  *  * 

AX  ACT  to  repeal  certain  portions  of  the  act  of  May  21,  1861,  relative  to  prisonerg  of  war. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  so  much  of  the 
act  of  Coiiiiress  passed  M:iy  21,  1861,  as  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  under  instrnctious  issued  by  the  War  Department,  to  provide  for  the 
sustenance  of  priscmers  of  war,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  hereafter  that  that  duty 
shall  devolve  on  the  Commissary-Geneval  of  Subsistence,  and  be  discharged  by  him, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to. 

Approved  February  17,  18tj4. 

#  »  •        *  *  #  *  » 

By  order : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


[Maech  5,  1864. — For  Seddon  to  Lee,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of 
the  prisoners  captured  at  the  time  Colonel  Dahlgren  was  killed,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  2] 8.] 


Geneeal  Orders,  )      Headquaetees,  Ca3ip  Sumtee, 

No,  1.  )  March  5,  1S64. 

It  win  be  the  duty  of  the  ofQcer  of  the  day  to  furnish,  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  quartermaster  of  the  post,  such  detail  of  men  as  may 
be  required  for  burying  the  dead. 

A.  W.  PERSONS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Near  Point  Lookout,  JId,, 
On  Board  Steam- Tug  Clyde,  March  6,  1S64. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Perey, 

Asst.  Q.  M.,  Quartermaster- GeneraVs  Office,  Clothing  Branch: 
Captain:  Many  of  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout  wear  new 
light  blue  uniform  trousers.  General  Marstou  informs  me  that  these 
have  been  sent  to  him  for  issue  instead  of  irregular  clothing.  This  should 
be  corrected  and  a  supply  of  irregular  and  useless  clothing  sent  here. 
If  the  pantaloons  are  exhausted,  cut  up  the  overcoats  and  make  them 
into  pantaloons. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General. 


ViCKSBUEG,  March  6,  1SG4. 
General  Foece,  Commanding : 

I  am  just  up  from  New  Orleans.  General  McPherson  has  submitted 
to  me  your  dispatch  as  to  Judge  Sharkey.  Tell  Judge  Sharkey  the 
time  has  passed  for  any  more  halfway  measures.     Unless  he  takes  the 
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oath  and  becomes  an  active  Union  man  he  cannot  hold  property.  We 
will  give  his  plantation  to  some  one  who  will  not  only  take  the  oath, 
but  fight  for  us.  I  have  done  all  I  can  to  temporize  with  men  and  shall 
do  so  no  longer. 

W.  T.  SHERMAX, 

Major- (ieneral. 


Office  CoTdMissART-GENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Wusliinijton,  I).  C,  March  0,  1864. 
Surg.  A.  M.  Clark, 

Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners: 

(Care  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Orme,  Chicago,  111.) 
Sir:  Your  report  of  the  1st  instant  of  a  further  inspection  of  the 
Rock  Island  depot  and  apprising  me  of  your  expected  departure  for 
Chicago  is  received,  and  I  have  to-day  directed  you  by  telegraph  to 
remain  at  Chicago  till  you  hear  from  me  by  mail.  I  do  not  understand 
from  your  report  exactly  the  condition  of  the  hospital  buildings  at  the 
depot.  You  report  that  you  have  six  buildings  occupied  as  a  pest-hos- 
pital and  that  you  have  just  succeeded  in  getting  all  the  smallpox 
cases  out  of  the  prison  yard.  Ten  of  the  prison  barracks  are  occui>ied 
for  hospital  purposes  and  the  sick  are  doing  well.  You  then  add,  the 
prison  hospital  is  well  under  way  and  will  perhaps  be  constructed  in 
six  weeks.  From  this  it  appears  that  in  addition  to  the  six  buildings 
put  up  to  accommodate  the  smallpox  patients,  an  entirely  independent 
hospital  is  being  built.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  has  scarcely  been 
economy  consulted  in  this  arrangement.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  the 
appearance  of  very  great  extravagance.  The  extreme  necessity  for 
large  hospital  accommodation  which  existed  on  your  arrival  at  Rock 
Island  required  prompt  and  efficient  measures  to  be  put  in  force,  but 
only  to  meet  the  emergency,  and  such  measures  being  taken  led  to  the 
jiresent  state  of  things  which  will  serve  very  well  till  the  emergency 
passes  away,  and  then  there  will  be  little  absolute  necessity  for  the 
extensive  hospital  now  in  course  of  construction.  Your  former  report 
was  not  very  explicit  on  these  points  and  I  did  not  understand  the  real 
character  of  the  work  going  on.  My  instructions  of  the  2Sth  of  Decem- 
ber, a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,*  urged  upon  you  to  cousult  economy  as 
far  as  practicable,  reminding  you  that  the  prison  camps  were  of  a  tem- 
porary character  and  that  all  additions  and  improvements  must  be 
confined  to  such  as  were  absolutely  necessary,  made  so  by  humane 
considerations,  and  all  works  ordered  by  you  nuist  be  such  as  could 
readily  be  met  by  the  ])rison  fund.  In  order  that  I  may  fully  understand 
the  hospital  arrangements  at  the  depot  in  use  and  in  progress,  I  wish 
you  to  return  there  and  make  me  a  detailed  repcn-t  of  all  the  buildings 
so  occupied,  and  what  the  necessity  is  for  the  completion  of  all  the 
buildings  now  in  progress.  It  is  not  desirable  that  any  of  the  sick  but 
those  having  contagious  diseases  should  be  outside  the  prison  yard, 
and  it  was  therefore  the  original  design  of  the  prison  that  certain  of  the 
buildings  inside  should  be  fitted  up  as  a  hospital.  The  facilities  for 
escaping  from  a  hospital  outside  the  yard  are  very  great  and  it  would 
necessarily  require  an  inclosure  of  its  own.  The  question  as  to  the 
location  of  the  hospital  is  one  of  course  which  should  only  be  decided 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  commanding  officer,  and  I  presume  in  this 
case  Colonel  Johnson  has  selected  or  concurred  in  the  selection  of  the 


See  December  1'8,  1863,  p.  773. 


1022  PRISONERS   OF   WAR   AND   STATE,  ETC. 

site.  la  making  your  report  confer  with  Colonel  Jolinson  so  that  I  may 
have  the  advantage  of  your  joint  views.  Can  the  work  stop  where  it 
is  and  atiord  accommodations  enougli  for  the  ordinary  wants  of  the 
depot  with  10,000  prisoners  present;  and  what  will  be  the  cost  ?  What 
will  be  the  cost  when  completed  on  the  original  plan? 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Conmiissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Chicago,  III.,  March  6,  1SG4. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Rock  Island  for  this 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  ith  instant.  .Just  before  I  left  Surg.  W. 
Watson,  LT.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  for  duty,  relieving  Assistant-Sur- 
geon Moxley  as  post  surgeon.  I  repeated  to  him  the  instructions  which 
I  had  previously  given  to  Doctor  Moxley.  All  was  going  well  at  the 
depot.  The  smallpox  was  diminishing  in  vu'ulence.  If  this  continues 
to  be  the  case,  as  it  certainly  should,  it  will,  I  thiuk,  be  perfectly  safe  to 
send  more  prisoners  here  in  about  ten  days'  time.  The  carpenters 
promise  that  the  hospital  shall  be  ready  for  occupation  in  from  fourteen 
to  twenty-four  days,  according  to  the  rapidity  with  which  lumber  is 
furnished.  The  frame- work  is  already  partially  up.  The  work  of  remov- 
ing the  grave-yard  has  been  commenced.  I  forwarded  my  report  from 
Eock  Island  on  the  1st  instant.  On  arriving  at  this  place  I  made 
inquiry  as  to  the  damage  done  at  Camp  Douglas  by  the  fire  on  the  27th 
of  February.  I  find  that  no  part  of  the  prison  proper  was  injured, 
excepting  that  the  old  chapel  building,  now  used  for  prison  hospital  pur- 
poses, was  somewhat  scorched.  A  row  of  old  garrison  barracks  on  the 
south  line  of  the  east  square  was  the  only  property  destroyed.  This 
shows  strougly  the  necessity  of  proper  provision  being  made  for  the 
extinguishing  of  fire,  which  is  not  at  present  provided  for.  The  new 
prison  hospital  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  will  probably  be 
ready  for  occupation  in  about  ten  days.  There  is  no  smallpox  at  this 
depot.  As  the  date  of  my  last  report  was  so  recent  and  as  there  are  no 
material  changes  to  be  made  in  it  at  present,  I  defer  making  a  detailed 
report  until  my  return  visit.  In  view  of  the  difticulty  of  reaching  Nash- 
ville from  Memphis,  Tenu.,  it  being  necessary  to  go  around  via  Cairo,  I 
have  somewhat  changed  my  proposed  route.  I  leave  here  to-night  for 
Nashville,  via  Louisville,  and  thence  to  Memphis.  I  understand  that 
smallpox  is  prevalent  among  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Nashville.  I  shall 
inquire  at  the  ofUce  of  the  provost-marshal  at  each  point  for  communi- 
cations from  your  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  M.  CLAEK, 
Suryeon  and  Avtiwj  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry,  HoLCOirsE  Legion,  March  6,  1S64. 
Brigadier-General  Hunton: 

General:  I  send  up  four  negro  soldiers  captured  by  Lieutenant 
Hume  on  the  advance  of  the  enemy  from  Williamsburg.  In  a  conver- 
sation with  General  Elzey's  assistant  adjutant-general  some  months 
since  in  the  presence  of  General  E.,  I  think,  it  was  suggested  and 
sanctioned  by  General  E.  that  the  best  disposition  of  such  soldiers  was 
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to  sell  them  and  give  the  proceeds  to  the  comiuaud  capturing  them.  If 
such  a  proceeding  is  admissible  you  -will  allow  the  guard  with  the 
prisoners  to  proceed  with  them  to  Richmond,  as  they  are  instructed 
what  to  do  with  them,  or  you  can  let  the  guard  go  with  them  to  General 
E.  in  case  you  do  not  feel  authorized  to  act  in  the  matter.  I  have 
directed  Lieutenant  Hume  not  to  report  any  more  such  captures  to  me. 
1  wrote  you  some  days  since  that  I  had  two  men  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  on  the  public  works,  and  asking  you  if  you  had  any  use  for  them 
at  Chatiin's  farm,  or  where  I  should  send  them.  Please  answer  me  on 
this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  W.  PINKXEY  SHII^GLEE, 

Colonel,  t£:c. 

[ludor 


Headquarters.  Cha-ffins  Farm,  March  6,  1S64. 
Respectfully  forwarded  with  the  prisoners  to  Ma,iorGeueral  Elzey. 

E.  B.  MONTAGUE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


State  op  Ohio,  Executive  Departsient, 

Columbus,  March  7,  1864. 

Major-Generai  Heintzelman,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

Sir:  The  escape  of  Morgan  was  caused  by  a  mixed  control  of  the 
warden  and  the  mihtary  power  here.  Since  that  time  the  warden, 
under  the  order  of  Governor  Tod,  has  had  the  entire  charge  of  the 
prisoners,  having  an  allotment  of  four  mditary  guards  on  the  walls,  two 
bv  day  and  two  by  night.  The  prisoners  are  now  confined  in  a  sepa- 
rate wing  of  the  prison  from  the  convicts;  have  no  intercourse  with 
convicts  or  any  one  but  the  guards.  Their  meals  are  served  to  them 
in  the  same  wing.  No  visitors  or  spectators  of  any  kind  are  admitted 
to  that  part  of  the  prison,  and  no  intercourse  is  permitted  with  them 
by  any  person  except  the  warden  or  his  deputy.  Rolls  will  be  tilled  tip 
at  any  time. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  B ROUGH. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  7,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange,  Washinr/ton,  D.  C: 
General-  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received 
notice  from  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  commissioner  for  exchange,  of  the 
exchange  of  Capt.  A.  W.  Metcalf.  Fourteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  for 
Captain  Stanley,  of  North  Carolina.  The  exchange  of  Captain  Metcalf 
for  Captain  Moody,  of  the  rebel  army,  now  in  confinement  at  Camp 
Chase,  authority  for  which,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  communi- 
cated to  me  in  your  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  cannot  therefore  be 
arranged. 

If  tliere  was  a  desire  to  exchange  Captain  Moody  it  will  be  possible 
to  obtain  some  other  officer  for  him.  I  inclose  herewith  an  application 
for  his  exchange,  action  on  which  was  suspended  in  conseipienceof  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  note. 

I  am,  fjeueral,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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HEA.DQUABTEES   FORT   WaEREN, 

Boston  Harbor,  March  7,  1S64. 
General  E.  A.  Hitchcock. 

Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  -Ith  instant,  in  reference  to  letter 
of  Captain  Webb  to  ilr.  Mallory,  rebel  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  i  have 
the  honor  to  reply  that  the  casemate  occupied  by  Captain  Webb  and 
his  officers,  twenty-nine  in  all,  is  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those 
occupied  by  forty  of  our  own  troops.  They  are  comfortable,  with  as 
much  tire  in  them  as  they  desire;  each  officer  having  a  bedstead  and 
bed  and  blanket  to  himself,  furnished  by  the  (jovernment.  The  space 
allotted  to  all  of  the  prisoners  for  exercise  is  about  100  feet  by  i.'0,  out- 
side and  fronting  the  parade,,  in  which  place  they  are  permitted  to  walk 
any  time  between  reveille  and  retreat.  Captain  Webb  writes,  "We 
are  informed  officially  prisoners  are  not  allowed  full  rations."'  This  is 
not  the  case.  They  have  been  informed  over  and  over  again  that  the 
ration  allowed  them  was  the  nld  ration  of  the  army,  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three  articles,  and  which  ration  is  more  than  they  can  possibly 
eat.  There  have  been  complaints  made  that  they  have  not  a  sufficiency 
of  bread.  On  inquiry  I  And  that  the  bread  is  so  good  that  some  eat 
more  than  their  allowance,  eighteen  ounces,  aud  thus  may  deprive  others 
of  their  lull  share.  The  only  reasonable  complaint  that  can  possibly  be 
made  is  in  the  sink  accommodations,  which  place  will  accommodate  but 
live  at  a  time,  although  there  is  a  guard  detailed  especially  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  them  to  and  from  it  from  reveille  until  retreat,  after 
which  hour  they  use  the  police  tubs  in  their  quarters.  I  am  having 
constructed  a  portable  sink,  which  will  be  tinished  shortly,  and  which 
I  think  will  obviate  the  difficulty.  I  am  satistted  that  every  effort  con- 
sistent with  his  duties  is  made  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  them  to  make 
them  comfortable.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  officer  of  the  Is^avy  sent 
here  to  see  their  condition. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  CABOT, 
?,[aj.  First  Batt.  Heavy  Artg.,  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Comdg.  Post. 


Office  AcTiNCf  Assistant  Inspector-General, 

Headquarters  ^'ineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Franklin,  La,,  March  7,  1SC4. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Chief  of  Staf,  tOc.  ; 

General:  I  have  received  a  communication  dated  February  25, 
from  ^laj.  William  ^I.  Levy, commissioner.  &c.,  for  Major-General Taylor, 
in  which  he  states  that  information  has  been  received  by  General  Taylor 
that  about  the  last  of  October.  1S63,  certain  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Itegiment  Louisiana  Infantry,  who  had  been  regularly  paroled  at 
the  capture  of  Vicksburg  by  the  U.  S.  forces  aud  were  at  their  homes 
in  the  parish  of  Lafayette,  of  this  State,  were  arrested  by  a  portion  of 
the  command  of  .Major-General  Franklin,  sent  to  Xew  Orleans,  and 
lodged  in  prison,  where  they  are  now  confined.  The  names  of  the  men 
are  Sergt.  A.  D.  Landry,  Company  E;  Corpl.  Alfred  Peck,  Company 
E;  Private  Jules  Duhon,  Company  E;  A.  Guidry,  Company  A:  V. 
Comeau,  Company  A;  ^larshal  Faber,  Company  A;  all  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Louisiana  Eegiment  of  Infantry. 

Major  Levy  goes  on  to  say: 

These  men  are  repiesented  as  havinii  been  quietly  at  their  homes  awaiting  their 
exchange,  and  never  havin,<>'  violated  their  parole.  If  such  are  the  facts,  I  have  to 
request  that  they  may  be  released  from  confinement  and  returned  to  their  homes. 
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Major-General  Franklin  inform.s  me  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the^e 
facts,  and  that  the  prisoners  named  must  have  been  arrested  by  some 
of  the  command  of  Major-General  Ord,  then  at  Vermilionville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  to  be  informed  what  answer  I  shall  return 
to  Major  Levy  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  DWIGHT, 
Commissioner  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Fort  MonR(JE,  Ya.,  March  S,  18H4. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  t,f  War: 

Flag-oftruce  boat  is  in,  bringing  48  officers  and  liOO  odd  privates 
delivered  for  exchange.  Richmond  papers  give  account  of  I3ahlj;reu's 
death  and  Cooke's  capture.  Richmond  papers  of  to-day  say  that  on  tjth 
of  March  Sherman  was  at  Gantou;  that  he  has  taken  a  large  number 
of  negroes  and  leaves  the  country  impoverished.  Xo  further  news  of 
importance,  save  that  Richmond  papers  state  that  the  Confederates 
have  ordered  all  of  Kilpatrick's  (jtlicers  that  they  have  captured  in 
irons. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Office  Comiiissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  £>.  C,  March  S,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butlee, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General  :  As  the  exchange  of  Captain  Moody,  directed  in  my  letter 
of  the  17th  ultimo  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  could  not  be 
eti'ected,  I  have  respectfully  to  re(iuest  that  he  be  exchanged  for  some 
other  Federal  officer  of  corresponding  rank  now  on  parole.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  Capt.  Joseph  O'Keefte,  additioual  aide-decamp  to 
Major-General  Sherman,  who  is  anxious  that  he  shoukl  join  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX. 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  1>.  C,  March  8,  lsi;4. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Monongahela,  Pittsburg,  I'a.  : 
CtENERAL:  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  W'ui-  I  iucluse  herewith 
a  list*  of  articles  which  may  be  sold  to  i)risoners  of  war  in  the  Alle- 
gheny penitentiary  by  some  suitable  person  to  be  ;ippointetl  by  your- 
self, aT  d  I  resi>ectfully  reipiest  you  will  make  some  arrangement  by 
which  such  sales  can  be  made.  As  prisoners  of  war  are  not  permitted 
to  have  money  in  their  possession,  the  sales  will  have  to  be  made 
by  the  prisoners  giving  orders  on  the  officer  iu  whose  hands  their 
money  is  deposited,  and  these  orders  should  be  presented  for  payment 
at  least  once  a  week.    The  orders  for  the  articles  should  be  j;iven  in  the 

"  See  iaclosnre  to  Maii-h  3,  p.  1014. 
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presence  of  an  officer  and  they  should  be  delivered  to  the  prisoners  in 
the  same  way.  These  sales  will  be  made  only  as  far  as  can  be  done 
without  detriment  to  the  convenience  of  the  prison  or  the  security  of 
the  prisoners,  and  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  guard  against 
an  abase  of  the  privilege,  either  by  the  person  authorized  to  sell  or 
the  prisoners.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  officials  of 
the  penitentiary  to  have  anything  to  do  with  this  matter. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obeaieut  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Cdlond   Thiiil  Infii)itnj  Kitd   Co)iimi.s><ari/-General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same   to   Maj.   (leu.   S.   P.    Heiutzelman,   headquarters   Nortliern 
Department,  Columbus.  Ohio,  in  regard  to  Ohio  penitentiary.) 


Office  Commissary-CtENERAl  of  Prisoners, 

Washinyton,  D.  C,  March  S,  1SH4. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston, 

Comdg.  Depot  Prisoners  of  War,  Point  Lool'out,  Md. : 
General:  A  letter  has  been  written  by  General  Jeff.  Thompson  to 
General  Terry,  commanding  at  Sandusky,  complaining  that  a  large 
amount  of  baggage  was  stoleu  from  the  prisoners  recently  transferred 
from  Johnson's  Island  to  Point  Lookout  by  the  guard  which  accompa- 
nied them.  Will  you  please  inform  me  what  complaints  were  made  on 
the  subject  by  the  prisoners,  and  what  evideuce  was  oflered  to  show 
that  "the  trunks,  valises,  and  other  baggage  of  the  Port  Hudson  pris- 
oners reached  Point  Lookout  almost  entirely  rifled  of  their  contents  and 
several  of  the  trunks  and  valises  are  missing."  Please  ascertain,  if 
possible,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  baggage  when  it  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  boat  at  Baltimore,  and  when  and  to  whom  the  rob- 
bery was  first  reported.  Your  immediate  attention  is  reijuested  to  these 
inquiries. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissarii-General  of  Prisoners. 


Dalton.  March  !>,  1S04. 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

(.'ommandint/  Military  Dirision  of  the  Mississippi : 
General:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  and  on  inquiry  have  learned  that  J.  T.  Stancel  and  Jesse 
Grear,  claiming  to  belong  to  the  Third  West  Tennessee  Cavalry,  U.  S. 
service,  are  now  coiitined  in  Atlanta.  The  former  is  charged  with 
•'violating  his  parole,"  probably  without  foundation;  the  latter  with 
"desertiou  to  tile  enemy."  There  can  be  no  conviction  of  this  ottense 
without  full  proof  that  the  accused  was  a  Confederate  soldier.  Kobert 
M'aits.  also  charged  with  deserting  to  the  enemy,  has  escaped.  As  you 
justly  believe  that  I  am  '-disposed  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  war, 
justice,  and  humanity,"  1  need  not  assure  you  that  uo  prisoner  in  my 
power  will  sutler  contrary  to  those  laws. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTO^, 
'General,  C.  S.  Army. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washinijton,  D.  C,  March  9,  1864. 
Col.  William  Weer, 

Commandimj  Military  Prison,  Alton,  III.: 
Colonel;  Iu  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  the  general  commanding  the  department  has  the 
authority  to  mitigate  or  remit  the  sentence  of  any  prisoner  tried  by  a 
court-martial  or  military  commission  ordered  from  his  headquarters; 
but  if  the  prisoner  is  a  prisoner  ot  war.  as  is  the  case  with  Captain 
Frost,  he  remains  so  still  and  is  subject  to  the  same  treatment  as  other 
l)rifsoners  of  war.  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  in  reference  to 
improvements  directed  by  Surgeon  Clark  has  been  received,  and  iu 
reply  I  have  to  direct  that  no  improvements  except  such  as  can  be 
made  at  a  triliing  expense  be  made  until  the  necessity  is  reported,  with 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  submitted  for  my  approval.  Land  cannot 
be  purchased  for  a  grave-yard,  but  it  may  be  rented.  Keport  under 
what  terms  the  ground  now  occupied  is  held  and  on  what  terms 
additional  ground  can  be  rented. 

Verv  respectfallv,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and   Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Washington.  D.  C.  March   'J,  1^64. 
MaJ.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler. 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  arrangement 
made  by  you  for  the  delivery  of  supplies  to  prisoners  of  war  by  their 
friends  is  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  articles  to  be  deliv- 
ered will  not  be  limited  to  sjiecitic  articles,  but  will  be  determined  by 
question  of  necessity,  it  being  an  object  to  give  the  rebel  authorities  no 
excuse  for  withholding  supplies  sent  to  our  own  people  in  rebel  prisons. 
I  am,  general,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington.  D.  C,  March  <J,  1SH4. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs. 

(^t(<trter)naster-<ieyieral  f'.  S.  Army.  Wa.shington,  I>.  ('.: 
General:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  character  of  the 
transportation  furnished  to  transport  prisoners  of  war  Iroin  .Johnson's 
Island  to  Baltimore  iu  the  early  part  of  February  and  the  time  taken 
to  perform  the  journey.  By  your  instructions  of  the  ."ith  of  January 
passenger  cars  were  to  be  furnished.  They  were  to  be  well  supplied 
with  water  and  lights,  and  the  time  was  to  be  not  over  Ibrty-eight 
hours.  The  ofhcer  iu  charge  of  the  party  reports  that  at  Pittsburg 
they  were  put  on  freight  cars  which  were  inadequately  supplied  with 
water  and  lights,  and  that  the  rate  of  travel  was  from  eiglit  and  a  half 
to  seventeen  miles  per  hour.  He  does  not  report  the  time  of  arrival  at 
Baltimore,  but  as  they  did  not  leave  there  till  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
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having  left  Saudusky  oa  the  10th  of  February,  they  were  probably 
some  twenty  hours  behind  time.  The  commander  of  the  guard  reports 
that  the  transporting  of  the  prisoners  iu  the  freight  cars  and  the  slow- 
rate  of  travel  gave  them  great  facilities  for  making  their  escape,  which 
a  number  availed  themselves  of.  Having  no  means  of  communicating 
with  the  engineer  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  stop  the  train  when 
escapes  were  made.  I  report  these  facts  in  order  that  if  the  contract 
by  the  railroad  company  was  not  complied  with  it  may  be  made  to 
forfeit  some  part  or  all  of  their  compensation,  or  if  the  transportation 
was  not  properly  provided  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  you  may  judge 
proper. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 


Ohio  Penitentiary,  Columbus,  March  9,  1864. 
Col.  William  Hoffman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  prisoners  of  war  con- 
fined here  be  permitted  to  purchase,  by  consent  of  the  warden,  such 
articles  of  diet,  fruit,  &c.,  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  surgeon,  be 
necessary  to  preserve  our  perfect  sanitary  condition.  At  preseut  our 
purchases  are  limited  to  stationery,  tobacco,  pipes,  &c.  1  make  this 
application  the  more  confidently  having  understood  that  similar  privi- 
leges are  enjoyed  by  those  confined  elsewhere,  both  Xorth  and  South. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  WARD, 

Colonel,  C.  S.  Army. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Camp  Sumter, 

Xo.  o.  )  Andersoncille,  March  9,  1864. 

Until  further  orders  Capt.  li.  B.  Winder,  assistant  quartermaster,  is 
ordered  to  detail  from  the  i)risouers  of  Camp  Winder,  upon  his  own 
orders,  such  men  as  he  may  require  to  work  upon  the  different  build- 
ings at  the  post.  All  orders  issued  previously  regarding  detail  of 
prisoners  are  hereby  revoked. 

A.  W.  PERSONS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
'.  Per  JAS.  C.  SELLMAX,  Jr., 

Acting  Adjutant. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  March  10,  1S64 — •i'.io  j;.  in. 

3Iaj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Fort  Monroe  : 

You  will  please  furnish  to  uie  a  report  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
delivered  by  you  to  the  enemy  for  exchange  since  you  entered  upon 
your  present  command,  with  the  respective  dates  of  delivery,  desig- 
nating the  names  and  rank  of  the  commissioned  and  noncommissioned 
otficers  and  the  the  names  of  the  i)rivates.  Upon  receiving  the  rolls, 
with  this  designation,  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Pris- 
oners, will  be  ordered  to  designate  the  like  number  of  our  ofiicers  and 
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men  who  may  be  declared  exchanged.  Those  to  be  declared  exchanged 
will  be  taken  from  those  who  have  been  longest  on  parole.  This  is 
the  mode  in  which  declarations  of  exchange  under  present  circum- 
stances should  be  made. 

EDWIX  M.  STAJ^TOX. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wanltint/ton,  D.  C,  March  10,  1S64. 
Col.  William  P.  PiIchardson, 

Commaiidiitt/  Camp  Chase,  Columhus,  Ohio  : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  requesting  authority  to 
permit  the  prisoners  at  Camp  Chase  to  purchase  religious  reading  mat- 
ter lias  been  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  whom  it  has  been 
ajiproved.  You  will  therefore  permit  such  purchases  to  be  made,  being 
careful  that  the  permission  is  in  no  way  abused. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantrij  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Judge- Advocate-General's  Office,  March  11,  1S64. 
The  President: 

The  within  named  Frank  Gurley  was  tried  by  a  military  commission 
upon  the  charge  of  murder: 

Specification.— la  this,  that  the  said  Franli  Gurley,  not  being  lawfully  in  the  service 
uf  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  but  being  lianded  tn^ether  with  tertaiu  other 
citizens  for  the  purpose  of  killing,  robbing,  "and  plundering  Federal  soldiers  and 
loyal  citizens  of  the  L'nited  states,  did  feloniously  shoot  with  a  rev-olvinir  pistol  .and 
kill  Brig.  Gen.  Kobert  L.  JlcCook,  an  officer  in'the  service  of  the  i'nTted  .States, 
without  any  provocation  whatever,  and  while  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Kobert  L.  McCook 
was  lying  sick  and  helpless  in  an  ambulance.  All  this  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of 
New  Market,  -Madison  County,  Ala.,  and  on  or  nbout  the  .5th  day  of  August,  1862:  all 
this  in  time  of  war. 

The  court  rendered  a  verdict  of  guilty  as  charged  and  pronounced  a 
sentence  of  death  by  hanging.  General  Thomas,  who  ordered  the  court, 
approved  the  proceedings  and  findings  and  sentence,  but  suspended 
execution,  and  "on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  excitement 
under  which  the  crime  was  committed,  together  with  the  previous  and 
subsequent  good  character  of  the  prisoner,  as  proved  in  evidence," 
respectfully  recommends  commutation  to  ••  confinement  in  a  penitentiary 
for  five  years."    The  proof  of  the  killing  is  undisputed. 

On  the  •■)th  day  of  August,  1S61.',  while  sick  and  riding  in  an  ambu- 
lance, about  two  miles  in  advance  of  his  brigade,  with  an  escort  of 
nine  men,  General  McCook  was  attacked  by  a  party  about  10(»  strong. 
When  the  attacking  party  was  discovered  the  ambulance  wus  turned 
about  and  the  horses  put  to  full  speed  in  order  to  reach  his  bri- 
gade, which  was  .suppo.sed  to  be  only  half  a  mile  to  the  rear.  The 
escort  immediately  ran  away,  leaving  the  general  with  no  attendant 
but  Captain  Brooke,  who  was  riding  in  the  ambulance  with  him.  Dur- 
ing the  flight  the  cover  of  the  ambulance  was  torn  off  by  accident, 
leaving  the  cot.  with  the  sick  man  upon  it,  clearly  exposed  to  view. 
After  going  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  finding 'escape  impossible, 
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Garley  being  within  a  short  distance  and  having  commenced  firing  at 
them,  the  driver  of  the  ambulance  was  directed  to  stop,  and  to  do  this 
at  once  he  drove  the  horses  against  a  bank  of  the  roadside.  Gurley 
was  in  advance  of  his  men,  and  Just  before  coming  in  sight  of  the 
ambulance  he  fired  at  a  sutler  named  Aug,  who  though  not  wounded  fell 
from  his  horse,  and  the  accused  cried  out  to  bis  followers,  "There  he 
lays ;  kill  him ; "  and  rode  on  at  a  rapid  rate.  When  within  about  100  feet 
of  the  ambulance  he  fired  a  shot  which  went  wide  of  the  mark.  This 
was  followed  by  another  which  perforated  the  coat  of  Captain  Brooke, 
and  when  within  about  twenty-five  feet  of  the  ambulance  he  fired  a 
third  which  struck  General  McCook  and  caused  his  death.  Without 
stopping  his  horse  the  prisoner  galloped  on  and  was  lost  to  view. 
That  night  Captain  Brooke,  who  was  taken  prisoner,  saw  Gurley  when 
he  came  into  the  rebel  camp  and  recognized  him  as  the  man  who  killed 
General  McCook.  Gurley  admitted  that  he  shot  the  man  in  the  ambu- 
lance, but  without  knowing  who  it  was  at  the  time,  and  said  he  shot 
him  because  he  did  not  halt  when  ordered,  and  that  he  would  do  the 
same  thing  again.  Captain  Brooke  testified  that  he  heard  no  order  to 
halt,  the  only  words  that  reached  his  ear  being  something  about 
"Yankee  sons  of  bitches."  It  was  fully  established  that  on  the  day 
he  killed  General  McCook,  Gurley  and  the  men  under  him  were  dressed 
in  citizens'  clothes.  As  to  the  character  of  the  organziation.  Captain 
Brooke  testifies  that  during  the  twelve  days  while  he  was  a  prisoner 
in  their  hands  he  saw  men  join  this  band  of  rangers,  and  the  only  form 
of  enlistment  he  observed  was  that  men  would  be  told  "go  and  get 
your  gun  and  come  along.''  He  also  states  that  men  would  leave  camp 
at  night  and  go,  as  he  supposed,  to  their  homes,  returning  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  that  in  a  conversation  with  the  accused  and  another  rebel 
officer,  Captain  Hambrick,  the  latter  remarked  that  Gurley  and  the 
men  under  him  received  no  pay,  subsisted  themselves,  and  reported  to 
no  one.  and  the  accused  expressed  no  dissent  from  this  statement. 

(_)n  the  part  of  the  defense  it  was  proved  that  the  accused  enlisted 
in  September,  18(31,  in  a  regiment  of  cavalry  known  as  Kelley  Troopers, 
and  that  in  May,  1S62,  his  name  was  dropped  from  the  rolls,  and  he 
was  accounted  for  as  promoted  to  captain.  It  appears  by  General 
Eousseau's  testimony  that  some  time  previous  to  the  date  when 
General  McCook  was  killed  he  took  some  of  Gurley's  men  prisoners 
and  regarded  them  as  guerrillas,  and  that  their  friends  furnished  him 
with  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  order  from  the  rebel  General  Kirby 
Smith  appointing  Gurley  a  raptain,  and  authorizing  him  to  recruit  a 
company  of  partisan  rangers,  which  order  General  Konsseau  believed 
to  be  genuine:  and  being  told  by  very  good  people  that  Gurley's  men 
were  not  guerrillas,  he  allowed  them  to  take  the  oath  and  be  dis- 
charged, and  his  action  was  sanctioned  by  General  Buell.  A  Mr. 
( rtnitry,  who  was  a  member  of  the  rebel  Congress  in  18(32,  testified  that 
a  law  was  passed  in  April  of  that  year  authorizing  the  organization  of 
bands  of  partisan  rangers,  the  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
and  the  men  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  other  soldiers 
in  the  rebel  service,  and  in  addition  be  paid  the  full  value  of  any  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  they  capturetl  and  turned  over  to  (luartermasters. 
The  law  will  be  found  set  forth  in  full  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  argu- 
ment of  the  prisoner's  counsel.  Lieutenant  King,  a  rebel  officer  belong- 
ing to  the  Fourth  Alabama  Uegiment,  to  which  the  accused  with  his 
company  was  attached  in  Xoveniber,  1S(32,  stated  that  Gurley  drew  pay 
as  a  captain  from  the  20th  of  May.  1SG2,  and  that  his  men  were  formally 
enlisted  into  the  service:  but  his  testimony  appears  to  be  based  on 
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hearsay  and  is  not  conclusive.  He  also  stated  that  it  was  frequently 
the  case  that  officers  and  men  of  the  rebel  army  were  not  provided 
with  uniforms,  but  dressed  in  civilians'  clothing.  It  was  claimed  by 
the  defense  that  sufficient  evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that  the  pris- 
oner had  regularly  enlisted  in  the  rebel  armyl  was  made  a  captain; 
that  he  was  carrying  on  lawful  warfare,  and  was  entitled  to  be  treated 
as  a  prisoner  of  war.  It  was  also  claimed  that  in  the  excitement  of 
the  moment  tiie  prisoner,  riding  at  full  speed,  tired  his  shots  in  (piick 
succession  without  observing  the  condition  of  the  men  in  the  ambulance, 
and  without  discovering  the  indications  of  surrender,  if  indeed  such 
were  made  before  the  fatal  shot  was  tired,  and  therefore  his  act  should 
be  regarded  as  without  criminality. 

As  to  the  military  status  of  the  prisoner  it  is  observed  that  he  was 
not  a  soldier  when  he  shot  General  McCook.  for  his  name  was  dropped 
from  the  rolls  of  his  company  three  months  before.  He  was  not  an 
otticer  under  the  partisan  ranger  act.  for  that  act  expressly  proviiled 
that  the  officers  should  be  appointed  by  the  so-called  President  of  the 
rebel  Confederacy.  Kirby  Smith's  order  was  the  only  commission 
claimed  to  have  been  received,  and  it  was  not  shown  that  this  was  issued 
in  conformity  with  law.  or  in  any  way  authorized  by  the  rebel  (iovern- 
ment.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  may  be  held  that  (iurlcy  was  engaging 
in  hostilities  without  commission  from  the  rebel  Government:  without 
lawful  authority,  and  without  belonging  Co  any  organized  force  armed 
and  uniformed  as  soldiers.  The  laws  of  war  treat  snch  men  as  entitled 
to  no  privileges  as  prisoners  of  war.  but  as  liable  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is  laid  down  in  the  Code 
of  Instructions  for  the  Government  of  Armies  of  the  I'uited  States  in 
the  Field,  adopted  by  the  President,  and  published  in  General  Orders, 
Xo.  100.  April  i.'4,  1S63.  that  men  who  commit  hostilities,  whether  by 
fighting  or  inroads  for  destruction  and  plunder,  without  commission, 
without  being  a  part  and  portion  of  the  organized  hostile  army,  and 
without  sharing  continuously  in  the  war.  but  with  intermitting  returns 
to  their  homes,  or  with  the  occasional  assumption  of  the  character  of 
peaceful  pursuits,  divesting  themselves  of  the  character  or  appearance 
of  soldiers,  are  not  public  enemies,  and  may  be  treated  summarily  as 
robbers  or  pirates.  The  customary  law  of  liurope,  as  set  forth  in  First 
Kent's  Commentaries,  page  04.  is  that  in  a  state  of  war,  when  subjects 
of  one  nation  are  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  those  of  the  other,  they 
cannot  engage  in  offensive  hostilities  without  the  exjn-ess  permission  of 
their  sovereign;  and  if  they  have  not  a  regular  commission  as  evidence 
of  that  consent,  they  run  the  hazard  nf  being  treated  by  their  enemies 
as  lawless  banditti,  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  mitigated  rules 
of  modern  warfare.  Governed  by  these  laws,  it  certainly  seems  that 
Gurley  may  properly  be  held  as  a  citizen,  banded  with  other  citizens  for 
the  purpose  of  robbing,  plundering,  and  killing  Federal  soldiers  and 
loyal  citizens  as  alleged  in  the  specification.  I'ut  waiving  the  i[ues- 
tion  as  to  whether  Gurley  was  a  soldier  or  ufficer,  or  not.  there  still 
remains  sufficient  proof  of  criminality  in  liis  killing  of  General  McCook 
to  warrant  the  finding  and  Justify  the  sentence  i)roiiouuced  by  the  court. 
The  law  applicable  to  the  case  is  laid  down  in  Halleck's  International 
Law.  page  4:'26,  section  _'.  Referring  to  general  rights  of  war  as  to 
enemy's  person,  and  to  the  limitation  of  the  right  to  take  life,  it  is  held 
that— 

*  '  '  While  we  may  lawfully  kill  thnae  who  ;iro  iictually  in  arms  aud  continue 
to  resist,  we  may  not  take  the  lives  of  those  who  are  not  in  arms,  nr  who,  beini^  m 
arms,  cease  their  resistance  and  surrender  themselves  into  our  power. 
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General  McCook  was  unarmed ;  the  wagon  in  which  he  was  riding 

was  fast  against  a  bank  by  the  roadside;  he  had  just  risen  from  the 
bed  on  which  he  was  being  transported,  and  with  nothing  on  him  but 
his  shirt  and  drawers,  stood  with  his  hands  raised  above  his  head  in  the 
full  view  of  the  prisoner  when  he  tired  the  shot  which  caused  the  death. 
What  more  emphatic  and  obvious  signal  of  an  utterly  defenseless  and 
helpless  condition  and  of  unqualified  surrender  could  be  made?  The 
claim  that  the  prisoner  did  not  discover  these  signals  and  did  not 
know  that  General  McOook  had  surrendered  probably  received  the  due 
consideration  of  the  court.  There  was  no  evidence  which  supports  or 
admits  this  claim.  The  spirit  which  possessed  Gurley  and  which  actu- 
ated him  on  that  day  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  the  man  Aug  and 
Captain  lirooke.  Aug  swears  that  after  firing  at  him  and  seeing 
him  lying  on  the  ground,  he  cried  out  to  his  followers.  "There  he  lies; 
kill  him."  and  rode  on  at  a  rajiid  rate.  A  few  hundred  feet  in  advance 
of  Aug  was  General  McCook,  in  his  ambulance,  standing  up  as 
described,  and  Captain  Brooke  testifies  that  he  heard  no  order  to  halt, 
but  heard  something  about  "Yankee  sons  of  bitches;"  and  Gurley, 
after  having  fired  three  shots,  the  last  being  the  fatal  one,  passed  by  at 
full  speed  without  stopping  to  learn  who  he  had  shot  or  who  had 
surrendered. 

The  conclusion  is  unavoidable  that  Gurley  had  no  thought  of  captur- 
ing prisoners,  but  was  determined  on  nothing  less  than  taking  life. 
General  Thomas,  in  his  indorsement  recommending  mitigation  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  and  the  previous  sub- 
sequent good  character  of  Gurley,  does  not  express  an  o]Muion  that  the 
act  was  justified,  but  seemed  to  regard  it  as  extenuated.  The  proof  of 
general  good  character  consists  in  the  expressed  opinions  of  men  who 
were  acquainted  with  Gurley  and  believed  him  to  possess  an  amiable 
disposition  and  capable  of  doing  kindness  to  those  opposed  to  him. 
Such  testimonials  are  without  weight  in  a  case  of  this  character.  If 
the  killing  of  General  McCook  was  justifiable,  Gurley  should  not  be 
punished.  It  it  was  unlawful,  he  not  having  been  punished  by  bio  own 
authorities  I'efore  his  capture,  according  to  the  well-established  laws 
of  war,  remains  answerable  for  liis  crime  and  should  suffer  the  full 
penalty  ])rovi(led  in  such  eases.  The  law  upon  this  point  is  stated  in 
paragraph  51),  Creneral  Orders,  Xo.  100.  dated  April  21,  1S03,  in  the.se 
words : 

A  prisoner  of  war  remains  ausweralile  for  his  crimes  committed  against  the  cap- 
tor's army  or  people,  committed  lieforc  Ue  was  captured,  and  for  wliich  be  has  not 
been  punished  by  bis  own  autUorities. 

The  court  had  all  the  facts  submitted  for  their  consideration,  and  the 
law  was  fully  and  ably  discussed  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  and 
the  judge-advocate.  It  was  decided  that  the  crime  was  murder,  and 
that  the  death  penalty  was  merited,  and  no  reasons  are  j^reseuted  by  a 
review  of  the  trial  why  the  jndgmeut  of  the  court  should  not  be  con- 
tirnied.  Transmitted  with  tlie  record  are  several  letters  purporting  to 
be  from  rebel  officers,  forwarded  to  3Iajor-General  Grant,  whii'h  will  be 
found  inclosed  herewith.  Tliey  are  as  follows:  First,  a  letter  from  a 
person  who  signs  himself  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hambrick,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  Gurley  was  authorized  by  Kirby  Smith  to  raise  a  company 
to  operate  in  the  vicinity  of  .Madison  County,  Ala.,  and  that  on  the 
occasion  of  (ieneral  Mc<.'ook"s  death  he  had  reported  to  him  (Ham- 
brick),  and  was  with  liim  when  General  McCook's  party  was  attacked, 
and  that  a  volley  was  fired  because  he  (General  3IcCookl  would  not  halt 
when  ordered;  that  lie  had  not  surrendered  when  shot,  and  that  he 
(Hambrick)  and  Gurley  did  not  know  the  man  riding  iu  the  ambulance. 
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Second,  a  letter  signed  W.  J.  Hardee,  lieutenant-general  commanding, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  Garley  was  an  officer  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hambrick  when  General  McCook  was  shot,  and  that  Hambrick 
directed  the  tiring  under  which  General  McCook  fell,  and  that  when 
shot  he  bad  refused  to  surrender  and  was  endeavoring  to  escape.  It 
was  also  stated  that  all  this  could  be  proved,  and  it  was  requested  that 
this  letter  be  submitted  to  the  court.  Third,  a  communication  signed 
iSf.  B.  Forrest,  brigadier-general  commanding,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
Gurley  was  regularly  enlisted  into  the  rebel  service  in  July,  l.StJl.  and 
was  afterward  authorized  to  raise  a  company  of  cavalry,  which  he  did, 
and  reported  to  Forrest  in  July,  1862,  when  his  company  was  inspected 
and  mustered  into  service  by  his  (Forrest's)  order,  and  that  in  Novem- 
ber following  Gurley's  company  was  consolidated  with  others  and  made 
the  Fourth  Alabama  Cavalry.  After  stating  that  such  were  the  facts, 
the  hope  was  expressed  that  the  communication  might  be  received  in 
the  same  spirit  with  winch  it  was  written,  and  that  it  would  lead  to 
Gurley's  being  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  not  as  a  guerrilla  or 
robber.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  writer  did  not  desire  and  would 
not,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  permit  warfare  to  be  carried  on  except 
according  to  the  rules  observed  among  civilized  nations.  These  letters, 
coming  as  they  do  from  traitors  in  arms  against  the  Government,  being 
unfortified  by  the  sanction  of  an  oath,  and  intended  to  rescue  from 
impending  punislimeut  a  traitor  equally  guilty  with  their  writers,  are 
not  held  by  this  office  as  entitled  to  the  slightest  consideration,  unless 
so  far  as  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  loyal  witnesses  or  competent 
proof  from  unquestionable  sources.  These  letters  are  not  referred  to 
in  the  body  of  the  record,  and  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  court  gave  to 
them  any  credit  whatever.  So  far  as  regards  the  military  status  of  the 
accused,  they  are  corroborated  by  other  evidence  adduced  by  the  defense, 
but  as  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  killing  of  (leneral  McCook 
their  statements  are  contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  Captain  Brooke 
and  the  witness  Aug,  and  are  unquestionably  false.  Believing  the 
prisoner  to  be  a  cowardly  murderer  in  the  fullest  acceptation  of  the  term, 
and  that  the  fact  that  when  captured  he  was  in  the  rebel  military  service 
presents  no  legal  obstacle  to  his  punishment,  even  had  he  been  regu- 
larly in  such  service  at  the  time  of  the  commission  ot  the  crime,  which 
he  was  not,  it  is  recommended  that  the  sentence  be  carried  into 
execution. 

J.  HOLT, 
Jitchje-Adcocatt'-Gt'iieral. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  March  11,  1S>>4. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commintsary-General  of  Prisoners.  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  wish  you  would  send  to  me  at  Point  Lookout  what  pri- 
vates, prisoners  of  war.  there  are  at  Fort  Delaware,  and  troin  other 
points,  so  that  we  may  not  have  to  bring  tliem.  in  case  the  exchange 
comes  on,  as  1  believe  it  will.  If  it  does  we  shall  want  them  at  the  rate 
of  2,U00  per  week. 

That  would  press  transportation.  We  can  accommodate  i.'O,0(X)  as 
well  as  any  other  number  at  Point  Lookout.  We  want  them  there 
time  enough  to  have  the  four  (Questions  directed  by  the  President  put 
to  each  one  of  them,  copies  of  which  I  inclose.*      Every  prisoner  at 

*  See  p.  823. 
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Point  Lookout  has  recorded  his  name  under  one  of  the  four  questions. 
I  have  nearly  a  regiment  recruited.  I  can  get  more  when  I  get  more 
prisoners.  I  will  be  prepared  to  receive  prisoners  at  any  point  where 
there  is  steamboat  navigation,  upon  being  notified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN^J.  F.  BUTLER, 

•  Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchaiuje. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  CoioiissioNER  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  11,  1864. 
Hon.  Egbert  Ovld,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  send  for  our  olBcers  from  distant  points,  Texas 
and  elsewhere.  I  hear  complaints  that  none  but  officers  fi-om  Kich- 
mond  can  be  exchanged,  which  embarrasses  our  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BEX.J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  Coihiissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  11,  1$64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir  :  I  see  by  a  Richmond  paper,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  for  your 
information,  that  the  officers  who  accompanied  General  Kilpatrick  in 
his  late  expedition  and  were  captured  by  your  forces,  have  been  con- 
fined in  irons. 

To  such  a  report  I  give  little  credence,  and  before  I  take  any  action 
in  relation  to  it  I  desire  an  authoritative  contirmatiou  from  yourself. 

I  call  you  to  witness  that  since  I  have  had  charge  of  the  matter  of 
exchange  and  treatment  of  prisoners  I  have  endeavored  that  all  things 
should  be  conducted,  in  this  regard,  upon  the  most  humane  principles 
of  civilized  warfare.  I  therefore  shall  not  be  considered  by  you  as 
making  a  threat  when  I  announce  the  determination  of  my  Govern- 
ment to  return  the  promptest  and  severest  retaliation  for  the  treat- 
ment of  those  officers,  if  I  learn  this  report  is  possibly  true. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER. 
2Iajor- General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va,,  March  11,  li>64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ovlj),  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  body  of  Col.  Ulric  Dahl- 
gren,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  which  we  learn  is  buried  in  Richmond, 
be  permitted  to  be  forwarded  by  tlag-of-truce  boat,  to  be  delivered  to 
his  afflicted  father,  who  is  waiting  here  to  receive  it. 
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Asremainsof  officers  have  been  forwarded  to  their  friends  in  tliis 
manner  I  trust  this  request  may  he  granted;  specially  so,  because  I 
see  by  the  Richmond  papers  that  some  circumstances  of  indio-ni'tv  and 
outrage  accompanied  the  death.  You  do  not  war  upon  the" dead  as 
these  papers  would  imply,  and  would  it  not  be  <lesirable  to  prevent 
all  supposition  that  your  authorities  countenance  such  acts  by  deliver- 
ing; the  remains  to  the  bereaved  family?  Major  Mulford  is  empowered 
to  defray  any  expense  that  may  attend  the  remains. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

BEX  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Genrrdl  and  Commissioiier  for  Exchanqe. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  fur  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe.   Vn..  .Unrch  11,  1S64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman. 

Commii.iiir>/-Gcnerril  of  Priso)>ers,  Wiinhuxjion,  D.  C: 
Sir:  In   reply  to  your  coinmunicatiou  of  Jan  nary  7,  relative  to  the 
I'ase  of  William  FI.  Tilson,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this 
man  was  sent  to  Camp  Parole.  Annapolis,  on  the  1st  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s^-rvant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
^[ajor-GcneriiJ  unci  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina. 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

Fort  Monroe,   \'a.,  March.  11.  l^-GI. 
Hon.  Robert  OvlI),  A</ent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  exchange  of  .Air.  A.  D. 
Richardson,  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  for  James  P. 
Hambleton.  of  Atlanta,  (ra..  a  prisoner  in  Fort  A\':>rren  .' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

bex.'l  f.  butler, 

Major- General  and  Commissioner  fir  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Vir(;in[.v  and  Xorth  Carolina. 

Office  CoMMissirixEi:  ior  Exchange. 

Fort   Miinrof.    \'a..  Man-ii  11.  l^i:.L 
lion.  RoRERT  OVLT).  Agent  for   Exrhange.  Richmovd.   \'a.: 

Sir:  ^Vill  ynu  please  give  me  any  inforniarion  von  luav  have  cim- 
ceining  William  Henry  Tindall.  a  n;ifive  of  [reland  .'  When  hi>t  lieanl 
from,  in  April.  1S(JL>,  he  had  left  Mrs.  .loliu  Amlcrson's  phicc  Clarks- 
ville.  Red  River  County.  Tex.,  with  the  iiitiMition  of  i-eturnino-  to 
Ireland.  " 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  vonrs.  \-e., 

r.liXJ.   F.   BUTLER. 
Major-General  and   Commissioner  for  Exeliange. 
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Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  11,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  SandiisJcij,  Ohio: 
General:  By  autliority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  respect- 
fully to  inform  you  that  boxes  containing  nothing  hurtful  or  contraband, 
sent  to  prisoners  of  war  by  their  families  or  friends,  may  be  delivered, 
and  I  reiiuest  this  permission  may  be  put  in  force  at  Johnson's  Island. 
Any  uniform  clothing  or  equipments  of  any  kind  for  military  service, 
weapons  of  all  kinds  and  intoxicating  liquors  are  among  contraband 
articles.  Any  excess  of  clothing  over  what  is  required  for  immediate 
use  is  contraband. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infant)-]/  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston,  commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Point  Lookout,  'Sid.;  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  commanding  Fort  Dela- 
ware, Del.;  Col.  A.  J.  Johnson,  commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Rock  Island;  Col.  William  Weer.  commanding  Military  Prison,  Alton, 
111. :  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ; 
Col.  W.  P.  Richardson,  commanding  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  commanding  Fort  Lalayette,  Xew  York  Harbor; 
Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  commanding  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  W.  Orme,  commanding  Camp  Douglas,  111. ;  Maj.  Stephen 
Cabot,  commanding  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  Mass.;  Capt.  S.  E. 
Jones,  provost-marshal,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Col.  J.  P.  Sanderson,  pro- 
vost-marshal-general, Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 


Fdrt  Delaware,  March  11,  l'<i;4. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  ScHOEPF, 

Commanding  I.  S.  Forces,  Fort  Delaware,  Del: 
General:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  letter  from  Hon.  E.  M. 
Bruce,  member  of  Congress  from  Kentuc&y,  received  by  me  this  tlay, 
in  which  he  states  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  effect  a  special 
exchange  for  myself,  and  that  if  I  am  sent  to  City  Point  a  Federal 
ofhcer  of  equal  rank,  provided  there  be  no  special  reasons  against  his 
exchange,  may  be  selected  by  the  Federal  authorities  from  the  prisoners 
at  Richmond.  I  will  be  greatly  obliged,  general,  if  you  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  proi)er  officer  of  your  Government  to  this  proposition, 
that  I  may  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  City  Point  in  accordance  with  it. 
Respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BASIL  W.  DUKE, 
Colonel.  C.  S.  Army.  Prisoner  of  War. 

Fonr  Delaware,  2Iareh  11,  1^01. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Hoft'maii. 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-General. 

[Secuiitl  iiulorseiii'-Dt.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  March  16.  1.364, 
Respectfullv  submitted  to  the  Secretarv  of  War. 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  March  17,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  cotumissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners for  remark. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  UANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.! 

Washington,  March  19,  1864. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  Basil  Duke  has  no  claims  to  be  especially  selected 
for  exchange  while  we  have  so  many  rebel  prisoners  in  our  possession 
who  were  captured  before  him. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

[Incloaure.] 

Richmond.  Fehruaru  26,  1S64. 
Col.  B.  W.  Duke, 

Prisoner  of  War,  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
My  Dear  Colonel:  I  have  Just  received  and  read  your  letter  to 
General  :Morgan  by  last  tlag-oftruce  boat,  and  iu  return  am  authorized 
to  say  that  if  the  Federal  authorities  will  send  you  to  City  Poiut  an 
officer  of  equal  rank  will  be  returned,  thev  to  indicate  the  one  delivered 
unless  there  are  special  reasons  against  such  exchange.  1  hope  this 
will  consummate  your  exchange,  for  which  I  have  never'ceased  to  work; 
am  also  striving  for  Colonel  Morgan's  exchange,  as  we  learn  he  is  in 
bad  health.  Your  family  all  very  well.  Love  to  all  the  bovs  and 
believe  me. 

Very  faithfully,  your  friend, 

E.  M.  BKCCE. 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Office  Peovost-Marshal-General. 

Xashcille,  lenn.,  March  11.  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  'Jth  instant  instructing  me  to  order  no  buildings  or  other 
improvements  without  your  aiiproval  first.  I  have  also  acknowlediied 
Its  receipt  by  telegraph  on  the  Kith  instant.  Your  instructi(ms  shall 
be  obeyed.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place 
on  the  9th  instant,  and  am  now  engaged  iu  inspecting  the  penitentiary 
and  hospitals  occupied  by  prisoners  of  war,  a  detailed  report  of  which 
wdl  be  forwarded  without  delay.  I  do  not  find  the  smallpox  to  be  as 
prevalent  among  the  prisoners  of  war  at  this  place  as  1  had  been  led  to 
expect.  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  leave  here  for  Memphis,  Tenn..  on 
the  13th  instant.  My  report  from  Chicago  was  forwarded  to  ycmr  ofQce 
from  that  jdace  on  the  (5th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


1038  prisoners  of  war  and  state,  etc. 

Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

Xo.  59.  )  Richmond,  March  11,  1864. 

#  *  #  »  #  *  * 

XXI.  General  G.  T.  Beauregard  and  Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett  will 
cause  the  officers  of  their  respective  departments  who  have  had  com- 
uiaud  of  guards  in  charge  of  prisoners  being  sent  to  Camp  Sumter  to 
malie  an  immediate  rei)ort  to  this  oliice,  stating  the  number  of  [irison- 
ers  they  received,  the  number  escaped,  tlie  number  died,  the  number 
of  sick  left  on  the  road;  also  stating  in  each  case  of  escape,  death,  or 
sickness,  the  name,  company,  regimeut,  and  State,  and  when  and  where 
the  occurrence  took  i^lace,  and  to  order  hereafter  a  report  as  above 
immediately  after  the  transfer  of  the  prisoners  from  the  charge  of  the 
officer. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHERS. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Thos.  P.  Turner,  calling  attention  to  the  abuse  of  the  privilege  of 
sending  private  packages  to  Federal  prisoners.* 


March  11. 1S64. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
This  matter  was  brought  to  my  notice  some  time  ago  and  I  informed 
the  Federal  authorities  that  whenever  a  box  contained  any  contraband 
article,  or  when  any  false  pretense  was  used,  the  entire  contents  would 
be  forfeited.  I  gave  the  same  instructions  to  the  officers  in  Kichmond 
in  charge  of  the  boxes.  I  think  this  notice  and  regulation  will  cure  the 
evil. 

[KO.  OULD. 
Ayent  of  Exchange.] 


War  Department,  Washhujton  City,  March  12,  1S64. 
Major-Geueral  Butlee,  Fort  Monroe: 

Your  attention  is  requested  to  the  articles  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  week  taken  from  Richmond  papers  in  relation  to  exchanges 
of  prisoners.     Do  they  exchange  man  for  man.  or  only  pro  rata? 

EDWIX  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War, 


Private.]  Fort  r*IoNROE.  Va.,  .March  13,  1S64 — 3  p.  m. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Please  do  uot  believe  what  you  see  in  the  papers.  1  would  exchange 
pro  rata  if  I  could  not  do  otherwise,  but  am  not  doing  so.  Let  me  ask 
that  no  person  see  this  but  yourself.  If  it  gets  in  the  papers  it  will 
work  injury,   and  I  am  informed  that  General   Hitchcock  told  the 

'Turuer's  commuuicatiou  not  found. 
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Tribune  correspoudent  about  the  proposed  exchange.     Nobody  has 
seen  this  telegram  but  the  operator. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Majo r-  General,  Commanding. 

Office  Commissaet-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wa.shiiujtoii,  D.  C,  March  1:J,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  ScHOEPF,  Command  in;/  Fort  Delaware.  Del.: 

General:  I  have  the  hpaor  to  iaclase  herewith  some  extracts  from 
a  report  made  by  Medical  Inspector  Johusou  to  the  Medical  Inspector- 
General  of  the  Army,  of  his  inspection  of  the  prison  and  hospital  at 
Fort  Delaware.  Colonel  .Tohnsou  mentions  several  matters  where 
changes  may  be  made  to  advantage,  which  1  beg  to  call  your  attention 
to,  feeling  assured  that  nothing  more  is  necessary  to  bring  about  all 
proper  and  practicable  reforms.  The  ration  of  coffee  may  with  pro- 
priety be  iucreased,  and  such  vegetables  may  be  purchased  as  you  may 
deem  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  hoffma:n". 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Coinniiasary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Inclosnrt'  ; 

Medical  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Wanhinf/ton,  D.  C,  March  8,  1864. 
Commanding  General,  Fort  Delairare: 

(Through  Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.) 
Sir:  The  following  extracts  are  from  the  general  report  of  Medical- 
Inspector  Johnson  in  relation  to  the  post  hospital  and  prison  at  Fort 
Delaware,  dated  February  29,  1864 : 

A  special  n>port  upon  the  post  hospital  at  Fort  Delaware  accompanies  this.  In  that 
are  given  separately  the  mortuary  statistics  tor  the  prisoners  of  war  and  for  the  gar- 
rison at  that  post  from  the  1st  of  November.  1X133.  to  the  Ist  of  February,  1864.  For 
that  period  of  three  months  we  have  these  results. 

Frisoners  of  iriir. — Mean  strength.  l',747;  average  number  taken  sick  each  mouth, 
8.j6;  average  number  daily  sick,  611;  mean  average  rate  of  daily  sickness,  '-2^\  pfi 
cent.  Total  deaths  in  three  months,  311;  average  number  of  deaths  in  each  month, 
103j,  being  at  the  rate  of  4.')2;"i  ileaths  per  annual  for  l.O(K)  of  strength.  A  large  per- 
centage of  the  mortality  it  will  be  noted  was  from  smallpox,  namely.  112  deaths  iu 
three  mouths.     The  principal  diseases  were  as  follows: 


SiuuUpcix 

A'aiicluiil 

Tvphoid  fever 

T\  plio-malanal  fever 

italarial  tever 

Biavrliea.  acute  and  chronic  . . . 
I»ysentery.  acute  and  chronic. 

Erysipelas 

Pueumunia 
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fTarrison— Mean  strength,  1,068;  average  number  taken  sick  in  eacii  month,  163J; 
average  number  daily  sick,  44;  mean  average  rate  of  daily  aicknesB,  l^^r  per  cent; 
total  deaths  in  three  months,  14;  average  number  of  deaths  in  each  month,  4f.  being 
at  the  rate  of  52i<5-  deaths  per  annum  for  1,(XI0  of  strength.  The  principal  diseases  of 
the  garrison  were  as  follows : 


Smallpox 

Varioloid. .   

Typho-malarial  fever 

Xvphoid  fever 

ifalarial  fever 

Diarrhea,  acute  and  chronic  . 

Erysipelas 

Pleuritis 

Bronchitis,  acute 


Fort  Delaware,  which  I  visited  on  the  10th  instant,  stands  on  an  island  iu  Dela- 
ware River.  The  islauil  has  au  area  of  about  seveuty-tive  acres.  Its  surface  is  rtat 
and  below  the  level  of  liiy:h  and  tide  waters.  A  lUke  surrounds  it  and  preveuts 
overriow.  The  formation  is  alluvial,  or  more  strictly  tluvial,  aud  like  moat  deposits 
of  this  character  is  miasmatic.  The  soil  is  buuiid  aud  the  subsoil  iu  a  state  of  .satu- 
ration, water  standing  in  exicavatious  eighteen  inches  below  the  surface.  Draiuage 
is  of  course  out  of  the  ([ucstion.  The  water,  however,  which  usually  stands  in  the 
drains  a  few  inches  below  the  surface,  liows  out  at  ebb  tide.  The  islaud  is  well 
exposed  to  sun  and  air,  but  the  winds  which  come  to  it  in  autumn  and  winter  are 
from  passing  over  the  surrounding  water  apt  to  be  damp  and  chilly.  The  prisoners 
of  war  are  in  barracks  outside  the  fort.  The  barracks  are  T-shaped  and  single 
storied.  The  long  part  of  each  is  475  feet  long,  24  feet  wide,  and  has  an  a\  erage 
height  of  16  feet.  It  has  19  turret  and  latticed  ventilators,  3  doors,  28  windows  on 
one  .side  and  31  on  the  other.  It  has  4  stoves.  The  transverse  part  is  173  feet  long 
and  24  feet  wide.  It  has  7  ventilators,  10  windows  on  each  side,  and  2  stoves.  The 
two  parts  form  one  common  quarter,  there  being  no  partition  between  them.  Bunks 
range  one  above  another  round  both  sides.  The  floors  are  in  some  instances  loose, 
so  that  the  reek  of  the  wet  earth  beneath  may  hud  its  way  into  the  barracks. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  1,50.5  men  were  in  one  of  these  barracks,  so  that  each  man 
had  about  176  cubic  feet  of  space.  The  liarracks  were  at  that  time  damp  aud  not 
comfortably  warm,  ami  I  suspect  they  have  been  so  a  part  of  the  time  during  the 
winter.  The  police  of  these,  a.s  well  as  o{  the  grounds,  was  in  moderate  condition 
only.  Of  the  privies,  which  staud  over  the  river,  a  similar  remark  may  be  made. 
.Souie,  perhaps  a  large  majority,  were  comfortably  clad.  Some  had  a  moderate  and 
still  others  an  iusunticieut  supply  of  clothing.  The  garments  of  a  few  were  ragged 
aud  filthy.  Each  man  had  one  blanket,  but  I  observed  no  other  bedding  nor  straw. 
Xearly  all  the  men  show  a  marked  neglect  of  personal  cleanliness.  Some  of  them 
seem  vigorous  and  well,  many  look  only  moderately  well,  while  a  considerable  num- 
ber ha\  B  au  unhealthy,  a  cachectic  appearance. 

T..  the  prisoners  of  wpr,  averaging  2,747  in  number,  there  were  issued  iu  January, 
according  to  statements  furnished  nie,  the  following  provisions:  12,789J  pounds  of 
salt  pork,  3,315  pnuuds  of  bacon,  8,291i  pounds  of  salt  beef,  48,675  pounds  of  fresh 
beef,  74,734  pounds  of  tiour,  15,867i  pounds  of  rorn-meal,  4,215f  pounds  of  beaus, 
3.894  pounds  of  rice,  4,624i  pounds  of  cotfee,  9.386|  pounds  of  sugar,  670  gallons  of 
vinegar,  838  pounds  of  candles,  2,681  pounds  of  soap,  2,514  pounds  of  salt,  167+  pouuds 
of  pepper,  20,113  pounds  of  potatoe.s,  167  gallons  of  molasses. 

Purchased  10  barrels  of  onions,  150  bushels  of  potatoes.  Reduced  to  different 
form  these  figures  shew  very  nearly  that  cotfee  was  issued  of  5  pounds  9r',i  ounces 
daily  for  every  100  men,  being  2  pounds  i^-,\i  ounces  less  daily  than  the  regular  ration. 
Of  bread  (made  of  seven  parts  of  flour  and  two  of  meal)  18  ounces  were  issued  daily 
to  each  num.  Sugar  is  issued  at  the  rate  of  about  11  pounds  daily  for  100  men, 
being  4  pounds  daily  less  than  the  full  ration.  Of  fresh  beef  each  mau  gets  18  pounds 
5  'r  ounces  during  thirty-one  days,  or  9i  ounces  daily.  l)f  salt  meat,  includini;  pork, 
bacon,  and  salt  beef,  each  man  gets  9  pounds  3  ounces  during  thirty-one  days,  or 
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4-i'ff  ounces  daily.  Potatoes— Of  these  each  man  gets  10  poundg  lojiy  ounces  per 
month,  or  5,4,  ounces  daily.  Onions— Of  these  a  fraction  more  than  1  pound  per 
month  to  each  man  was  issued.  Beans — Of  these  1  pound  9  onnocs  were  issued  dur- 
ing thirty-one  days  to  each  man,  or  if  of  1  ounce  daily.  It  should  be  added  that 
encumber  pickles  were  also  issued  to  and  used  by  the  ruen  during  the  month,  but  to 
what  extent  I  do  not  know. 

We  have  seen  that  a  hii;h  sick  rate  and  special  types  of  disease  prevailed  amnno-st 
these  Mien.  Those  of  a  variidcms  character  had  of  course  a  specific  orifrin.  Neither 
the  scurvy,  of  whirh  there  were  363  cases,  nor  the  adynamic  fevers,  nor  the  erysipelas, 
nor  the  other  kindred  disorders  depended,  it  Is  clear,  on  any  one  cause,  but  ratlier  on 
several  concurrent  causes  and  intluences.  It  should  lie  remembered  that  these  men 
were  not  in  full  health  when  received  upon  the  island.  From  previous  hard  service 
and  short  rations  their  general  condition  was  considerably  below  the  par  of  health. 
Besides,  captivity  itself  has  a  depressing  effect.  With  it  are  associated  nostalo-ia, 
disappointment,  anxiety,  a  listless,  monotonous  life,  absence  of  discipline  and  of 
regular  exercise  and  occupation,  all  of  whicn  are  lowering  and  disease  inviting 
intluences.  Looking  tor  tlie  more  proximate  causes  we  find,  tirst,  that  the  island  on 
which  tlie  men  are  quartered  is  low,  clamp,  and  to  some  extent  miasmatic;  second, 
that  1.50;"  men  are  congregated  iu  one  common  liarrack  with  insufficient  space,  thus 
engendering  crowd  poison  with  its  evils :  third,  that  the  temperature  of  the  quarters 
is  too  low.  This  cause,  combined  with  humidity,  particularly  encourages  scurvy 
and  other  i-achectic  troubles ;  fourth,  the  diet  may,  I  suppose,  be  considered  fair,  both 
as  to  quantity  and  quality.  Under  favorable  or  ordinary  circumstances  it  probablv 
would  not  have  led  to  scurvy,  but  in  this  case,  considering  the  other  distempering 
induences,  the  diet,  I  aiiprehend,  has  not  been  quite  sufhcient  in  quantity,  nor  com- 
posed quite  largely  enough  of  vegetables.  These  facts  and  views  suggest  at  once 
the  proper  preventive  and  sanitary  measures,  and  these,  which  X  respectTully  recom- 
mend, are  as  follows:  First.  That  during  the  continuance  of  cold  weather  the  quar- 
ters be  kept  comfortably  warm;  those  men,  few  in  number,  who  have  iusufBcient 
clothing  should  be  sought  out  and  clad.  .Second.  The  congreaation  of  so  many  men 
in  one  barrack  should  lie  avoided.  The  1,505  men  now  thus  together  should  be  put 
into  at  least  two  barracks;  there  is  no  difficulty  in  doing  this  since  there  are  several 
unoccupied  buildings.  They  were  thus  concentrated  in  order  to  economize  fuel,  but 
this  motive  should  not  outweigh  sanitary  considerations.  Third,  \entilation  of 
quarters  and  policing  ot  quarters  and  grounds  should  be  carefully  attended  to.  While 
there  is  at  present  no  marked  neglect  of  policing,  yet  too  much  care  cannot  be  given  to 
it.  Fourth.  The  diet  needs  to  be  improved.  Ihe  present  issue  of  bread  I  regard  as 
sutJicient,  but  the  coffee  should  be  for  the  present,  and  until  further  health  shall  pre- 
vail, increa.sed  to  the  full  ration,  perhaps  also  a  small  increase  in  the  meat  ration 
would  be  desirable  ;  but  the  (|uality  of  vegetables  especially  should  be  increased  par- 
ticularly of  good,  sound  potatoes  and  onions.  The  proper  extent  of  this  increase 
can  only  be  determined  by  careful  observation  on  the  spot,  but  I  think  the  two 
articles  last  named  >hoiild  be  at  tirst  increased  liS  per  cent.  The  mode  of  cooking 
and  serving  these  vegetables  deserves  also  attention.  .\t  present  I  believe  they  are 
all  put  into  soup.  If  some  of  them  were  well  cooked  and  eaten  solid  advantage 
would  result. 

The  accumulated  savings  from  the  ration,  amounting,  I  think,  on  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary to  $23,000,  atibrd  abhudant  means  for  the  proposed  iiiciense. 

Very  respectfully,  ,\oiir  olj.-dient  serv.iut. 

(i.   K.  .IliHN,>OX, 
M-dn-al   hi^pi-ctor,   C.  N.  Aimi/. 

M()Si;i«H    K.   IIARNES, 

MiiVndl   [iisiiirlordriifnil  n/  the   Arm;/.] 


IIk.vd'..uai;tei;.s  Di;i'.vi;tmi:nt  of  Henrico, 

(.nnier;ll   S.  CoorEE.  Ailjutunt  nml   Inspector  (h'nrral  C.  .S.  Aninj: 

Generai,:  [  liiive  tin- honor  hri-ewitli  ro  retui-n  my  eoiiiiimnication 
ol'  the  I'd  iosrant  (■(iiitainiiig-  Special  Unlers.  No.  49.  n'lth  your  iiulorse- 
ineiit  of  the  7th  iiistaiir  thert'on.  In  reply  tliereto  1  would  re.^pecttully 
saj;gest  that  my  objeet  seem.s  to  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  rai.-^e  a 
question,  but  the  order  tor  Camp  Sumter  siiuplv  direct.s  Colonel  Per- 
sons to  take  command  without  tlesiguating- to  whom  he  .shall  report. 
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The  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  settles  that  case.  The  com- 
mauding  officer  of  the  post  at  Danville  is  under  the  cooimand.  of  Gen- 
eral Elzey,  and  it  is  rather  a  delicate  matter  for  me  to  issue  orders  to 
operate  upon  an  officer  in  General  Elzey's  command.  I  wish  to  be 
understood  as  having  no  disposition  to  raise  a  question.  My  object  is 
solely  to  avoid  that  very  thing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[luclosure  Xo,  1.; 

Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

h'ichmond.  March  3,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  my  position  iu  coaiiection  with 
the  prisons  at  Danville,  Va.,  and  Audersouville,  Ga.,  may  be  defined. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  Special  Orders.  No.  49,  February  29,  1804. 
This  order  places  Colonel  Persons  iu  command  of  the  post  and  does 
not  direct  him  to  report  to  me.  This  jilaces  him  beyond  my  control. 
The  letter  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  to  Colonel  Withers 
directing  Captain  McCoy  to  obey  the  orders  of  Colonel  Withers  oper- 
ates in  like  manner  at  Danville.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
complaining,  for  I  have  no  complaint  to  make.  If  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Department  to  relieve  me  of  the  command  of  those  prisons  I  oiier  no 
objections.  I  simply  wish  to  know  how  I  stand  in  relation  to  them, 
for  it  would  be  embarrassing  for  me  to  issue  orders  when  I  had  no  right 
to  do  S'  ,  and  it  would  be  just  as  embarrassing  for  me  to  neglect  to  issue 
orders  when  I  ought  to  do  so. 
Respectfully, 


[First  indo 


JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

March  1,  1S64. 
Adjutant-General  : 

What  is  tlie  best  solution  of  this  tangle,  which  seems  to  me  unneces- 
sary? There  was  no  purpose  to  take  the  command  iu  connection  with 
the  charge  of  prisoners  from  General  Winder,  yet  he  must  have  sub- 
ordinates, and  they,  it  strikes  me,  must,  iu  many  matters,  be  suboidi- 
nate  to  the  commander  of  the  post  where  the  pris(uieis  are. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


March  7.  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War. 

I  can  see  no  necessity  for  raising  a  question  of  difficulty  iu  this  case. 
The  commander  of  a  military  post  is  according  to  all  military  rule  and 
practice  the  commander  of  everything  which  appertains  to  that  post, 
whether  there  be  i)risoners  at  the  i)o.st  or  not,  and  we  cannot  make  a 
divided  res])ousibiiity.  This.  I  feel  satisfied.  General  Winder  as  a 
veteran  officer  will  admit.  It  he  has  not  that  confidence  in  the  present 
commander  of  the  jjost  as  will  insure  iu  this  instance  the  safety  of  the 
prisoners,  he  lias  but  to  name  his  successor,  when  a  change  can  be  made 
and  when  he  can  intimate  to  him  his  views  and  wishes  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  being  carried  into  efiect. 

S.  COOPER, 
Ail/utiint  and   Inspector  General, 
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[Tbird  indoraement.] 

MaSch  10,  lSrt4. 
Geueral  Winder: 

Xote  the  above  indorsement,  in  whieh  I  concur. 

J.  A.  S., 

Seer  f  til  ry. 

Special  Orders,  /  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  49.  t  Eichmond,  Febniary  39,  1864. 

XXVI.  Paragraph  XXXV,  Special  Orders,  No.  47.  current  series, 
is  hereby  amended.  Maj.  E.  Gnswold  is  assigned  to  special  duty  in 
charge  of  the  Federal  prisoners  at  Camp  Sumter,  near  Andersouvdle, 
Ga.  Col.  A.  W.  Persons,  commandant  of  the  post,  will  detail  the 
necessary  guard  for  the  prisoners  upon  the  requisition  of  Major  Gris- 
wold,  who  IS,  of  course,  subordinate  to  the  commandant  of  the  post. 
By  command  of  the  Secretarj  of  War: 

,JNO.  WITHEKS, 
A.ssifita  n  t  A  djutan  t-  Genera  I. 


Camp  Winder.  Aiidersunrllle.  (in..  Mnrch  IJ.  l>64. 
Maj.  A.  M.  Allen, 

ConimiHsiiry  of  Subsistence.  Columbus,  (in.: 
Ma.ior:  I  will  have  your  building  put  up  with  pleasure,  and  am 
already  imtting  up  the  logs,  but  I  cannot  get  lumber  surticient  to  do  my 
own  work,  and  told  you  when  you  were  here  that  you  must  furnish  your 
own  materials,  and  1  am  even  willing  to  pay  for  them,  but  not  at  the  price 
of  •SI 00  per  thousand,  which  was  the  price  that  Captain  Armstnjug 
informed  me  he  could  purchase  lumber  at.  Harold  is  purchasing  lumber 
and  has  authority,  too,  to  impress  same,  at  least  he  so  informed  me  tliis 
morning.  If  you  have  such  authority  come  at  once  and  impress  the 
necessary  mills,  or  give  me  the  power,  and  we  can  in  this  way  get  the 
lumber.  I  am  ready  to  assist  you  in  any  way  that  1  can.  but  nothiui;- 
can  be  done  without  the  materials.  It'  is  highly  important  that  yoii 
shouldget  your  house  at  once.  Please  inform  me  at  once  if  you  received 
my  letter  in  regard  to  feeding  employes  at  this  post  and  other  matters. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  WINDER, 
(^'tiptuiii  and  A.isistant  (Quartermaster. 

N.  B. — Can  you  not  i)rocure  nails,  windnw  lights,  and  door  fastenings 
in  Columbus  '. 

IlEAD(,irAKTEi;s    i  ".    S.    .MILITARY    PRI.sON, 
(^iinp   Miirton:  I inlianiipnlis.  hid..  March   iv,  l^Hi. 
Col.  William  Hoffman. 

(Ji)niniissarij-(irneriil  af  I'risnnira.  }ya>^li i ii;iti>n.  D.  (\  : 
Colonel;  Incompliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  7th  instanS 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  escape  of  eighteen 
prisoners  of  war  from  this  camp,  as  alluded  to  in  my  report  of  February 
•I'.K  1SG4.  From  information  received  fnim  prisoners  since  the  above 
occurrence.  I  am  satisfied  that  two  of  the  number  .-scaped  by  scaling 
the  fence  about  the  M  of  that  month,  the  tunnel  reported  not  having 
been  completed  until  the  night  of  the  10th.  The  sixteen  remaininopris'- 
ouers  escaped,  part  of  them  early  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  and  the 
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remainder  about  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  two  of  whom 
were  recaptured.  The  tunnel  had  been  opened  beneath  a  bunk  in  the 
east  end  of  Barrack  G,  and  had  escaped  the  observation  of  the  inspect- 
ing officer,  the  prisoners  having  concealed  it  by  replacing  and  nailing 
down  the  boards  immediately  over  it  each  day.  The  outlet  of  the  tun- 
nel was  under  the  guard  walk  and  concealed  from  the  sentinel  by  it. 
The  prison  barracks  are  carefully  inspected  ea<;h  day  by  an  officer  espe- 
cially charged  with  that  duty,  and  as  an  additional  precaution  a  patrol  is 
constantly'on  duty  during  the  night  to  see  that  the  prisoners  retire  to 
their  quarters  at  the  proper  hour  and  that  nothing  of  an  unusual  char- 
acter occurs.  The  tunnel  in  question  was  about  eleven  feet  in  length, 
and  from  information  since  received  was  several  weeks  in  construction, 
the  dirt  from  it  being  carefully  conveyed  in  buckets  mixed  with  ashes 
from  the  stoves  and  the  sweepings  from  the  floors  of  their  quarters  while 
policing  each  morning.  I  would  respectfully  state  that  since  the  above 
occurrence  four  similar  attempts  at  tunneling  have  been  made  in  dif- 
ferent localities  of  the  prison,  each  of  which  was  unsuccessful. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS. 
Colonel,  Commanding  Camp  Morton. 

^Indoraemenr.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  B.  C,  March  31,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 
Colonel  Stevens  is  a  reliable  and  attentive  officer  and  will  spare  no 
elibrts  to  prevent  tlie  escape  of  prisoners. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Office  Provost-MarshalGeneral, 

Xashville,  Tenn.,  March  13,  1864. 
Col.  VV.  Hoffman. 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  thorough 
inspection  of  the  State  penitentiary  and  the  several  U.  S.  Army  general 
hospitals  at  this  post  where  prisoners  of  war  are  detained,  a  detailed 
report  of  which  I  forward  herewith.  I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow 
a.  m.  for  Memphis,  Tenn.  I  wrote  you  from  this  place  on  the  11th 
instant,  acknowledging  receipt  of  telegram  of  '.Hh  instant,  and  report- 
ing movements. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK,  ^ 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 


HDyi;s.  Department  qtf  the  CuMBERLANn, 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  13,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  1).  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  the  penitentiary  and  the  several  hospitals  at  this  post  where 
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prisoners  of  war  are  detained.  Prisoners  on  arriving  from  the  front 
are  placed  in  the  east  wing  and  main  buildinor  of  the  State  peniten- 
tiary, but  are  rarely  detained  at  this  post  for  more  than  twenty-four 
hours,  being  as  quickly  as  practicable  transferred  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
unless  sufficiently  ill  to  reiiuire  hospital  treatment.  One  difficulty 
obtains  here,  which  I  have  not  met  with  elsewbere.  The  penitentiary 
is  used  as  a  general  guardhouse  for  the  district,  all  prisoners  being 
crowded  in  together  without  distinction  of  class,  excepting  that  the 
west  wing  is  devoted  to  civil  prisoners  only.  Xotwithstauding  this 
general  mixture,  anil  the  constant  changing  of  prisoners,  the  prison 
(juarters  are  kept  in  a  very  fair  condition  of  police,  though  much  in 
need  of  a  coat  of  whitewash  throughout.  The  cooking  arrangements 
are  somewhat  contracted,  yet  are  sufficient  for  their  puri)0se,  pris- 
oners being  furnished  with  cooked  rations  during  their  stay.  The 
cooking  is  done  by  contrabands.  No  prison  fund  is  established, 
rations  being  only  drawn  for  prisoners  as  they  arrive  and  for  one 
day  at  a  time.  The  sinks  are  in  the  prison  yard,  and  aie  alto- 
gether iiiadeipiate  in  accommodation,  and  in  a  mi.--erable  state  of 
police.  The  sink  consists  of  one  box,  about  12  by  3  by  3  feet  in 
dimensions,  with  four  half  casks  for  use  as  urinals.  These  are 
supposed  to  be  cleansed  daily,  but  such  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
I  found  them  full  to  overflowing  and  exceedingly  offensive.  There 
were  at  the  time  of  my  insijection  but  two  prisoners  of  war  retainetl 
here,  both  under  charge  of  murder,  and  one  political  prisoner,  also 
under  charges.  There  were  present,  and  were  received  during  the 
month  of  February,  012  prisoners,  TS-t  of  whom  were  prisoners  of  war, 
1  political  prisoner,  and  127  civilians.  All  the  prisoners  of  war  (witli 
the  exception  of  those  above-mentioned — 77  sick,  14  died,  2  released, 
and  5  escaped)  have  been  transt'erred  to  Louisville,  Ky.  Of  citizens 
there  were  remaining  February  29  7(3,  of  whom  8  were  in  hospital.  A 
medical  officer  visits  the  prison  daily,  and  such  prisoners  as  require 
hospital  treatment  are  transferred  to  one  or  other  of  the  U.  S.  Army 
general  hospitals  at  the  post.  March  12  I  found  6-1  prisoners,  ~M'>  of 
whom  were  prisoners  of  war,  sick  in  U.  S.  Army  General  Hospital  Xo. 
1,  in  charge  of  Surg.  C.  W.  Hornor,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

These  prisoners  occupy  a  ward  in  the  upper  story  of  the  hospital 
buikling,  which  was  formerly  used  as  a  gun  factory  and  which  is  very 
well  adajited  to  its  purpose.  The  i^risoners'  ward  is  170  by  4o  by  10 
feet  in  dimensions  and  will  acconnnodate  l.'i3  beds.  It  is  very  well 
ventilated  from  the  roof  and  Ijy  side  and  end  windows.  The  patients 
are  clean,  well  clad,  and  well  cared  for,  and  the  ward  and  furniture  in 
good  order  and  i)ulice.  Tiie  prisoners  are  not,  however,  propeily 
isolated  from  the  general  hospital  i)atients.  A  distinct  record  and 
report  of  them  is  made,  but  all  suiqilies  are  obtained  and  issueil  from 
the  general  hospital  supply.  Xo  distinct  prison  hospital  fund  is  kept. 
Tlie  January  monthly  report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  citizens  sick  in 
tills  hospital  is  as  follows:  Aggregate  sick,  137;  died.  23;  returned  to 
prison, 42;  sent  to  jicsthouse.  12:  r>:-maiiiiiig.  00.  Percentage  of  deaths 
to  aggregate  sick,  .1079. 

February  report:  Aggregate  sick,  141;  dii  d,  I'l;  returned  to  prison, 
52;  sent  to  pest-house,  3;  remaining,  71.  Percentage  of  deaths  to  aggre- 
gate sick,  .1004.  At  present  under  treatment — prisoners  of  war,  '>6; 
civilians,  8.  Every  prisoner  is  vaccinated  on  his  entrance  into  the 
hospital.  lu  Elospital  Xo.  3  I  found  12  prisoners.  This  hospital  is 
located  on  the  public  square  and  consists  of  two  large  warehouses  not 
at  all  well  adapted  to  this  piiriiose.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  Surgeon 
Turney,  L.  S.  Volunteers.     The  prisoners  occupy  a  portion  of  a  ward 
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in  the  fourth  story.  They  bear  evidence  of  being  well  cared  for.  la 
all  respects  the  same  remai'ks  made  concerning  Hospital  No.  1  will 
apply  to  this  hospital  also.  As  the  prisoners'  ward  in  Hospital 
No.  1  is  sutiiciently  large  to  accommodate  any  number  of  prisoners 
who  may  re(iiiire  hospital  treatment  I  have  requested  the  assistant 
provost-marshal-general  to  direct  that  henceforth  all  such  prisoners  be 
sent  to  Hospital  No.  1,  instead  of  being  scattered  about  the  city,  except- 
ing such  as  may  require  to  be  sent  to  the  pest-house.  The  pest-house 
is  located  about  a  mile  west  of  the  city.  It  is  a  camp  hospital  con- 
sisting mainly  of  hospital  tents.  It  is  very  well  arranged  and  is  under 
the  charge  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  France.  There  are  now 
twenty-two  prisoners  of  war  and  citizens  at  this  hospital,  or  rather  are 
supposed  to  be  here,  for  no  reliable  register  is  kept.  There  is  no  guard 
and  the  prisoners  are  scattered  among  the  other  patients  instead  of 
being  collected  together  in  one  ward.  The  surgeon  in  charge  states 
thathe  is  not  certain  but  that  some  of  the  prisoners  have  escaped,  as  he 
is  unprovided  with  a  guard:  that  he  has  applied  to  the  commandant  of 
the  post  for  such  guard,  and  m  reply  was  instructed  to  employ  his  con- 
valescents as  a  guard,  but  that  he  has  not  done  so  because  he  has  no 
convalescents  whom  he  considers  tit  for  such  duty,  and  moreover,  has 
no  arms  for  them.  He  also  states  that  a  ma,]ority  of  the  above  prison- 
ers are  convalescents  and  fit  to  be  returned  to  the  assistant  provost- 
marshal,  but  that  lie  has  no  clothing  wherewith  to  furnish  them  before 
their  return.  I  have  requested  Captain  Goodwin  to  see  that  these 
men  are  provided  with  the  necessary  clothing.  This  hospital  is  well 
organized  but  very  loosely  conducted. 

The  following  report  is  all  that  I  could  ascertain  from  the  hospital 
books:  January, lStJ-1 — cases  admitted. 27:  deaths,6.  February,  1864 — 
cases  admitted.  4;  deaths,  3.  March,  1864,  to  12th  instant — cases 
admitted,  U:  deaths,  1;  total  cases  admitted,  31;  deaths,  10;  percent- 
age. .3259. 

There  are  between  800  and  ?00  cases  of  the  disease  in  this  hospital, 
consisting  of  troops,  civilians,  and  contrabands.  I  would  suggest  that 
a  distinct  prison  hospital  be  organized  at  this  post.  I  do  not  think  that 
a  separate  building  is  necessary.  The  ward  at  present  used  for  the 
purpose  ill  Hospital  No.  1  might  be  continued,  but  as  a  distinct  hospital, 
tbougli  it  mi.uht  remain  under  the  charge  of  the  same  surgeon.  This 
would  enable  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  hospital  fund  from  which 
the  prisoners  could  be  supplied.  At  present  they  receive,  in  all  respects, 
the  same  treatment  as  do  our  own  sick  and  wounded.  Should  you  think 
proper  to  direct  this  to  be  done,  I  will  effect  it  on  my  return  here. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

^'ery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK. 
Sunjean  and  Actintj  Medical  Inspector  of  I'risontrfi  of  War. 


U.  S.  ^Military  Prison, 
Cttmi)  Morion,  Indiunapolix,  May  11,  1S64.* 
Col.  James  A.  Hardie, 

Inspector-deneral  U.  S.  Arnti/,  Wasltington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  April  29,  1864,  directing  that — 

inmiediare  and  snrtirient  measures  must  be  instituted  to  eause  a  thorough  and  oiim- 
plete  eli-ansing  of  the  quarters  and  barracks,  A:c.,  also  that  a  more  thorough  disci- 
pline must  be  adopted  with  both  guards  and  prisoners. 

"  InadverteTitly  printed  out  of  its  proper  sequence. 
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I  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that  by  direction  of  the  Coln- 
missarvtleiieral  of  Prisouers  1  have  commeuced  a  thorough  cleansing 
of  the  prison  barracks  and  grounds,  replacing  and  repairing  the  bunks 
and  quarters,  the  erection  of  a  bath  house,  laundry,  cook  houses,  &c. 
Your  orders  in  regard  to  a  more  rigid  discipline  with  both  guards  and 
prisoners  will  be  obeyed. 

I  am   very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  STEVENS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  t'.,  March  14,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washi)i<iton,  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  very  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  mat- 
ter for  your  consideration:  Under  the  authority  placed  iu  my  hands 
by  General  Orders,  No.  tiT,  of  June,  1862,  I  have  created  at  the  several 
prison  stations,  by  the  savings  of  rations,  large  prison  funds,  amount- 
ing, after  paying  many  necessary  expenses  connected  with  the  welfare 
of  prisoners,  to  not  less  than  f  13.1,262.3")  on  hand  at  the  present  time. 
In  the  latter  part  of  December  I  ordered  Surg.  A.  M.  Clark,  who  is 
acting  as  medical  inspector  of  prisoners,  to  visit  the  prison  camps  in 
the  West,  and  gave  him  authority,  where  he  found  it  necessary,  to 
order  additional  hospital  accommodations  and  to  have  them  paid  for 
out  of  the  prison  fund,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  particular  instruc- 
tions to  order  nothing  that  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  or  that  would 
lead  to  much  expense.  These  instructions  were  given  verbally  and  in 
writing.  On  reaching  Rock  Island,  about  the  1st  of  February,  Surgeon 
Clark  found  the  smallpox  prevailing  to  a  very  serious  extent,  and 
immediately  ordered  a  large  hospital  to  be  built,  which  he  reported  to 
me,  but  not  in  a  way  to  give  me  a  clear  idea  of  its  character.  The 
buildings,  as  he  suggested,  were  to  be  paid  for  in  part  by  the  quarter- 
master's department,  and  in  part  by  the  prison  fund,  to  cost,  as  I  under- 
stood, 81,800,  which,  considering  the  emergency  of  the  case,  I  did  not 
think  excessive,  thouuh  it  was  much  more  than  his  instructions  contem- 
plated. About  the  same  time  a  communication  from  the  quartermaster 
at  the  depot  was  pre.-^ented  to  the  (,)uarterniaster-General,  recommend- 
ing an  increase  of  the  hospitals  for  the  guard  and  the  prisoners,  which 
paper  passed  through  my  hands  and  the  Snrgeon-General's,  approved, 
and  I  was  of  the  impression  that  all  had  been  ordered  by  the 
Quartermaster  (leneral.  A  few  days  since  I  learned  tliat  the  hospital 
ordered  by  Surgeon  ( 'lark  was  to  cost  $18,000  instead  of  $  1 ,8(i0.  I  was 
very  greatly  surprised  at  this  discovery,  for  I  had  looked  upon  the  last 
sum  named  as  (piite  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  I  took  immediate 
measures  to  put  a  stop  to  an  outlay  which  1  deemed  in  great  part 
unnecessary.  ( >n  further  inquiry  at  the  (,)uartermaster-(  leneral's  Office, 
I  learned  that  the  hospital  for  the  prisoners  had  not  been  ordered,  as 
I  had  previously  understood,  and  I  have  given  the  commanding  officer 
orders  to  stop  the  work  as  far  as  practicable  until  he  receives  further 
orders.  The  ])rison  fund  at  the  depot  increases  rai)idly  and  can  bear 
the  expense,  but  it  has  been  my  desire  as  well  as  my  duty  to  authorize 
no  disbursement  from  it  that  was  not  indispensable.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  invite  attention  to  this  expensive  measure,  which  is  against  my 
judgment  and  without  my  approbation.  This  much  mav  be  said  in  its 
'favor:  The  l)uildings  are  on  public  ground,  where  they  may  be  appro- 
priated  to  public  i)urposes.     They  will   be  useful  during  the  war  for 
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prisoners  or  as  barracks,  and  they  will  vacate  the  barracks  now  occu- 
pied by  the  prisoners  as  hospitals,  which  will  accommodate  1,200  men. 
The  accompauyiug  copies  of  instructions  to  Surgeon  Clark  will  show 
how  careful  I  was  to  guard  against  any  unnecessary  expenditures.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  March  14,  1S64. 
Brigadier-General  Winder: 

General:  The  communication  of  Messrs.  William  W.  Xewman,  of 
the  Virginia  Senate,  and  Samuel  A.  Miller,  of  the  House  of  Eepreseuta- 
fives,  asking  the  release  of  Shaw,  sheriff  of  Putnam  County,  Va., 
under  the  revolutionary  government  of  Western  Virginia,  has  been  most 
respectfully  considered.  The  policy  of  the  Government  in  matters  of 
this  description  has  been  adopted  after  mature  consideration.  It  can- 
not recognize  the  riglit  or  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  coerce  us  into 
terms  by  the  arrest  of  nou-combatant  private  citizens.  This  mode  of 
warfare  seems  peculiarly  acceptable  to  them  and  if  tolerated  must  be 
prosecuted  on  our  part  upon  very  unequal  terms.  In  the  interests  of 
our  citizens,  unfortunately  beyond  tbe  pale  of  protection  by  our  armed 
forces,  we  cannot  permit  ourselves  to  be  seduced  into  even  a  quasi  recog- 
nition.of  such  arrests  as  legitimate  acts  of  war,  and  you  will  therefore 
advise  ^lessrs.  Xewman  and  Miller  that  I  am  constrained  to  decline 
authorizing  the  release  of  Shaw  for  the  reasons  set  out  in  their  com- 
munication. 

Verv  respectfullv,  vours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOM. 

tSecretary  of  VTar. 


KiCHJiOND,  Va.,  March  14,  1S64. 
General  Braxton  CRACrrr: 

General:  In  obedience  to  orders  the  undersigned  have  inspected 
the  hospitals  used  for  sick  and  wounded  i)risoners  of  war  attached  to 
the  military  prisons  of  this  city,  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  buildings  are  three  in  number,  each  of  brick  and  three  stories 
above  ground.  One  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Tweuty-lifth  and 
Carey  streets,  one  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Twenty-sixth  streets,  and 
the  other  at  the  corner  of  Franklin  and  Twenty-tifth  streets.  The  last 
two  seem  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  designed,  being  well  ven- 
tilated and  easily  kept  clean,  but  the  first,  possessing  neither  of  these 
conditions,  is  wliolly  unsuitable.  Tlie  three  buildings  can  acconinio- 
date  comfortably  about  300  patients,  allowing  SOO  cubic  feet  per  man. 
On  the  11th  instant  there  were  present  in  liospital  1,127  sick  and 
wounded.  The  wards  contain,  therefore,  more  than  twice  the  number 
prescribed  by  orders;  and  such  is  their  crowded  condition  that  in  some 
instances  two  patients  were  found  on  a  single  bunk. 

'See  Hoffman  to  Clark.  Decembci-  -'->  and  .n.  18(i:l  and  Clark  to  Hoffman  (extract 
ending  "  Vour  instructions  shall  be  strictlv  rairii'd  ont"\  Jaiinarv  11. 1864,  i)p.  758, 
773,  V>^. 
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The  evil  consequences  of  this  state  of  affairs  are  clearly  manifested 
in  the  severe  mortality  exhibited  by  the  reports  of  surgeon  in  charge. 

Ratio  of  deaths  per  1,000  in  January,  1804,  188;  ratio  of  deaths  per 
1,000  111  February,  240;  number  of  deaths  in  March  to  date  (eleven 
days),  l.'4-l.  Stated  in  another  form,  the  average  number  of  deaths  per 
day  during  the  month  of  January  was  10;  during  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18;  dui'ing  the  month  of  March  to  date,  22;  on  the  day  previ- 
ous to  that  of  ins[)ection  the  number  was  20.  The  ratio,  it  will  be 
observed,  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  compared  with  that  of  the  hospitals 
for  our  own  sick  and  wounded,  the  mortality  iu  which  for  the  same 
period  did  not  iu  any  case  exceed  20  ])cr  1,000  and  in  some  did  not  reach 
10  per  1,000,  is  truly  frightful.  As  further  illustrative  of  this  sad  con- 
dition of  things,  it  may  be  mentionetl  that  iu  the  month  of  February, 
of  337  cases  of  diarrhea  admitted,  20.5  were  fatal,  a  result  ascribed  in 
part  by  the  medical  ofticer  to  the  want  of  Hour,  corn-meal  alone  being 
furnished.  Of  typhoid  fever  cases  admitted  during  the  three  months 
preceding  March  1^  04.;^  per  cent,  proved  fatal.  Doctor  Wilkins,  the 
surgeon  in  charge  until  very  recently,  an  officer  to  whose  ability  and 
efliciency  the  medical  director  of  hospitals  bears  written  testimony  in 
most  complimentary  terms,  made  to  the  proper  authorities  a  report 
(see  inclosure  marked  A),  dated  November  21,  1863,  setting  forth  the 
capacity  of  the  hospital  buildings  and  the  overcrowded  state  of  his 
■wards  and  urging  the  necessity  for  further  accommodations,  but  it 
seems  that  liis  re(juest  was  not  complied  with.  He  again,  in  a  com- 
munication dated  December  10,  1803  (see  inclosure  marked  B),  called 
attention  to  the  same  subject,  but  so  far,  as  it  appears,  with  no  effect. 
He  further  reports  to  the  undersigned  that  the  metlical  purveyor  does 
not  furnish  a  sufficiency  of  medicines,  and  that  the  commissary  iloes 
uot  provide  tiour  for  the  sick  requiring  its  use. 

The  kitchen  and  laundries  of  two  of  the  buildings  are  tolerably  well 
arranged  and  well  attended  to;  the  latrines  are  badly  located  but  well 
cared  for.  From  the  crowded  condition  of  the  wards  it  is  impossible  to 
preserve  them  from  offensive  eftluvia.  The  officers  and  attendants 
(Confederate)  attached  to  this  hospital  are,  surgeons,  .5;  assistant  sur- 
geons, 0;  acting  assistant  surgeons,  3;  hospital  stewards,  2;  ward- 
masters,  4;  total,  23.  Nurses,  cooks,  washers,  and  clerks,  52  in  number, 
are  taken  from  the  prisoners.  The  daily  guard  reipiired  for  tlie  hospital 
consists  of  commissioned  officers,  3;  noncommissioned  otlicers  and 
privates,  105;  total,  108. 

The  ward  at  the  Libby  Prison  appropriated  to  sick  and  wounded 
Federal  officers  is  also  objectionable,  being  on  the  ground  door  and  not 
well  ventilated;  but  the  mortality  lias  been  very  slight,  owing  iu  a 
measure,  it  is  thought  l)y  the  snrgeon  in  charge,  to  the  fact  that  the 
patients  yenerally  have  the  means  and  [irivilege  of  purchasing  better 
diet  than  can  be  furnished  by  the  commissary.  There  are  forty  sick 
in  this  ward,  which  is  its  full  capacity.  The  bedding  of  the  hospital  is 
in  the  mam  good,  and  considering  the  limited  facilities,  well  taken  care 
of.     The  books  and  records  are  neatly  kept. 

In  conclusion  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  urge  that  an 
enlargement  or  entire  ciiange  of  hospital  is  absolutely  neressary  to 
meet  the  varied  wants  of  the  sick  aud  wounded  of  the  enemy  now  in 
our  hands. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT. 
Colonel  and  An.sistaiit  Adjutant- (I rntral. 
T.  G.  RICHARDSON, 
uSto-f/eon,  Frorisioital  Ar)iiy,  C.  !S. 
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(Inclosurea.) 

A. 

General  Hospital  ^fo.  21, 

Richmond,  Va.,  Nuvember  21,  1S63, 
Surg.  William  A.  Careington, 

Mfdicul  Director,  Bichmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  coiutnuiiicatioa  of  the  20th  instaut,  I  have  tht 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Hospital  Xo.  21  contains  17.600  cubic  feet.  At  this  date  there  are 
430  patients  under  treatment  in  said  hospital,  being  about  410  cubic 
feet  to  the  man.  Hospital  No.  22  contains  11,400  cubic  feet ;  272  patients 
are  now  under  treatment,  there  being  about  408  cubic  feet  to  the  man. 
The  Second  Alabama  Hospital  contains  the  same  number  of  cubic  feet 
that  Hospital  No.  22  contains.  Allowing  800  cubic  feet  to  the  man  the 
three  hospitals  will  accommodate  about  500  patients.  This  morning's 
report  shows  977  in  hospital.  Captain  Turner  has  visited  the  Texas 
Hospital  and  pronounces  the  building  ineligible  for  a  prison  hospital 
because  of  the  difficulty  in  guarding  it.  Please  have  turned  over  to  me 
as  soon  as  practicable  either  Hospital  No.  20  or  23. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  WILKINS, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 
B. 

General  Hospital  No.  21, 

Bichmond,  Va.,  December  16,  1863. 
Surg.  William  A.  CarrinCtTon, 

Medicitl  Director,  Bichmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  General  Hospital  No.  23  (Liggon's  factory)  is  now  under  con- 
trol of  Captain  Warner,  assistant  quartermaster.  Captain  Selph  informs 
me  that  the  upper  story  of  building  corner  Twenty-first  and  Carey 
streets  is  empty,  and  that  the  baggage  now  stored  in  No.  23  could  be 
put  in  there.  Please  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  have  No.  23  cleaned 
out.  so  that  I  can  get  possession  of  the  building  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
I  am  much  pressed  for  room.  The  admissions  to  hospital  this  month 
have  averaged  about  fifty  per  day. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servani. 

JNO.  WILKINS. 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 

[First  indorsement.) 

March  IS,  1864. 
Piespectfnlly  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  War  Department. 
A  coiiy  will  be  furnished  (Jeneial  Winder  and  his  attention  called  to 
the  condition  of  his  command.     The  Medical  Department  is  compro- 
mised l)y  this  state  of  affairs,  which  can  but  seriously  and  justly  com- 
promise us  in  the  treatment  of  our  prisoners. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

March  21,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Winder  for  examination  and  report 
before  submitting  to  higher  authority.     These  papers  to  be  returned  to 
this  office. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  March  2<>,  lf^64. 
Ee.spectfull.y  returned  with  a  report  from  Surg.  William  A.  Carring- 
ton,  medical  director,  to  General  Cooper.  I  file  also  a  statement  show- 
ing ratio  of  deaths  from  September,  18(»l',  to  February.  1S<14,  inclusive, 
among  Federal  prisoners,  and  also  a  statement  of  deaths  in  officers' 
hos]utal.  Reference  to  this  statement  will  show  that  the  ratio  of  deaths 
for  themoiithsof  December.  January,  and  February,  IStJL'-l.SGS,  apiirox- 
imates  the  ratio  of  deaths  for  the  corresponding  month  in  the  years 
1863-18ti4.  Yet  the  number  in  hospital  during  the  first  period  was  very 
small.  The  increase  of  mortality  tor  the  mouth  of  February,  1804,  may 
be  fairly  attributed  to  the  virulence  of  smallpox.  These  facts  taken 
in  connection  with  the  causes  of  mortality  set  forth  in  iuclosures  Xos. 
3  and  7,  show  that  the  ascription  of  the  mortality  to  the  crowded  state 
of  the  hospital  was  perhaps  precipitate.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  of 
Surgeon  Semple  that  the  ratio  of  mortality  does  not  exceed  that  of  our 
own  prisoners  In  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  All  these  facts  show  that 
the  mortality  is  imident  to  prison  life,  and  cannot  reasonably  be 
attributed  to  the  want  of  space  in  the  hosjiitals.  I  do  not  contend 
that  the  hospital  accommodations  have  been  such  as  were  desirable 
or  that  the  quarters,  fuel,  and  rations  of  the  prisoners  have  been 
such  as  were  most  conducive  to  their  health  and  comfort.  The  best 
disposition  of  them  has  been  made  which  the  guard  and  the  means  at 
my  disposal  would  allow.  With  an  insiifticient  guard  I  have  been 
compelled  to  concentrate  them  as  far  as  possible,  and  even  with  the 
aid  of  the  local  forces,  serious  and  well-giounded  apprehensions  have 
been  entertained  that  they  would  effect  their  escape.  Their  safe- 
keeping was  the  paramount  and  controlling  object  and  every  relaxa- 
tion consistent  with  this  object  has  been  extended.  It  was  impossible 
to  extend  the  hospital  accommodations,  for  1  had  not  sufticient  guard. 
On  several  occasions  the  guard  was  retained  on  duty  for  forty-eight 
successive  hours.  The  deficiency  in  commissary  supplies,  which  has  not 
been  contined  to  this  department  and  for  which  I  am  not  reS[)onsible, 
has  prevented  the  supply  nf  rations  necessary  to  the  health  of  the 
prisoners.  The  quantity  and  r|uality  has  been  such  as  necessity  com- 
pelled me  to  use.  This  remark  refers  to  rations  furnished  in  quarters. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  hospitals  were  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
Confederate  hospitals.  The  report  of  Surgeon  ^VilkiIlS,  September  5, 
1S(>3,  taken  in  connection  with  the  report  of  deaths  at  the  ofticers'  hos- 
pital in  the  Libby  I'risou,  prove  that  the  objections  urged  against  this 
hospital  are  not  well  taken. 

JXO.  H.  WINDER, 

Briiiadiff-  General. 

^Fourth  i 


Adjutant-General's  Office,  March  si,  JSH4. 
Respectfullv  submitted  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

SAML.  W.  MELTOX. 

Majiir  and  As.sintant  Adjutantdencral. 

[Filth  iuaur^enient.[ 

April  4,  1804. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Bragg  with  the  reports  of  General 
Winder  and  the  medical  director,  Suiueon  Carrington. 

S.  COOPEi;, 
Adjutant  and   Inspector   (ieneral. 
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[laclodiire-l 


Xumher  treated,  number  of  deaths,  and  ratio  of  deaths  at  C.  S.  military  prison  hospital 
from  September,  1S62,  to  February,  1S64,  incluxive. 


September 

240 

6 
3 
39 

39 
17 
17 
9 
3 

ll 
6 

28 
115 
346 
325 

311 
524 

2.50 

130 

2.30 

t,          . 

256 

15.23 

1863. 

358 

10.89 

TTphr  nrv 

108 

15.74 

156 

10.89 

213 

4.22 

May 

210 

1.42 

170  ! 

1.19 

233 

5.15 

247  I 

2.43 

256 

10.93 

1,139 

10.09 

2, 208 

15.67 

2,217 

14.65 

1864. 

1.706 

10.82 

T    h      irv 

2,180 

24.03 

Bv  order  of  medical  director: 


E.  S.  J.  PEEBLES, 
Surgeon,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 


Special  Orders,  } 
No.  7-i.  )■ 


Houston, 

March  11,  1S64. 


IX.  Lieut.  Thomas  E.  Sneed,  Thirty-third  Texas  Cavalry,  command- 
ing Post  San  Antonio,  will  take  necessary  steps  at  once  to  securely 
guard  the  political  prisoners,  Peebles,  Baldwin,  Zinke,  Hillebrand, 
and  Zeeliger,  until  returned  by  the  supreme  court  at  Austin,  Tex., 
against  an  attack  or  forcible  seizure  of  them  by  au  irrepressible  mob. 
He  will  be  held  personally  responsible  for  the  safety  of  them,  and  to 
enable  him  to  fully  execute  this  order  he  will  call  upon  Colonel  Ford, 
or  any  commanding  ofBcer.  for  the  necessary  guard. 

The  commanding  officer  at  Austin  will  take  necessary  steps  for  the 
execution  of  this  order  to  the  letter,  as  they  must  be  protected  at  all 
ha/.ards. 

L.  G.  ALDRICH. 
Assista  n  t  A  cljit  ta  tit-  Genera  I. 


War  Department.  Washhu/ton,  D.  C,  March  15,  l>!i>L 
Hon.  John  A.  Andrew,  (jorer)inr  of  Massachusetts : 

Can  you  place  in  a  workhouse  a  number  of  female  prisoners  held  by 
order  of  the  \Var  Department?     All  necessary  charges  will  be  paid. 

0.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Richmond,  March  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Geu.  John  H.  Winder: 

Sir:  1  have  examined  the  papers  in  the  case  of  one  Tom  Heath,  a 
freeman  of  color,  who  was  imprisoned  in  one  of  the  military  Jails  of 
this  city  on  the  3th  instant.  Heath  is  a  resident  of  Goochhxnd  County 
and  is  charged  by  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability  and 
veracity  with  having  acted  as  a  guide  to  the  enemy  during  the  recent 
raid  of  General  Kilpatrick  and  Colonel  Dahlgren  through  Goochland. 
The  only  witness  I  learn  against  the  accused  is  a  son  of  Mr.  S.  D. 
Fisher,  whose  testimony,  in  the  absence  of  other  witnesses,  \Tjould  not 
be  suttlcient  proof  of  the  overt  act  of  treason,  although  there  is  no 
doubt  of  Heath  having  adhered  to  the  enemy,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort.  His  otiense  is  one  of  so  grave  a  character  that  I  regret  to 
say  he  cannot,  I  fear,  be  successfully  prosecuted  for  treason.  The  act 
of  Congress  of  the  loth  of  February,  1804,  providing  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain  cases,  will  enable  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  inflict  the  punishment  of  imprisonment  upon  the 
accused.  He  has  clearly  been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  communicating 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  giving  him  aid  and  comfort  and  holding 
intercourse  with  the  enemy  without  necessity  and  without  the  jjcrmis- 
sion  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  he  may  therefore  be  imprisoned 
and  denied  all  recourse  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  As  hard  labor 
for  the  benetit  of  the  Confederate  States  should  be  superadded  to  the 
punishment  of  imprisonment,  I  have  to  recommend  the  immediate 
reference  of  the  papers  in  this  case  to  Judge  Cam])bell,  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  who  will  issue  the  necessary  orders  for  the  impris- 
onment of  Heath.  The  crime  with  which  he  is  charged  is  one  of  such 
frequent  occurrence  that  an  example  should  be  made  of  Heath.  It  is 
a  matter  of  notoriety  in  the  sections  of  the  Confederacy  where  raids 
are  fre((ueut  that  the  guides  of  the  enemy  are  nearly  always  free 
negroes  and  slaves. 
Eesi)ectfully, 

P.   H.  AYLETT. 
C.  S.  District  Attorney. 

[First  in^loraenu-m.i 

Headcjuarters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  March  18,  1864. 
Eespectfullv  forwarded  to  the  Secretarv  of  ^Var. 

JNG.  H.  WIXDKR, 

UriijaiVier- General. 

;Secnii,l  imlor^i-iiidir  I 

March  18.  1804. 
Assistant  Secretary  : 

This  man,  a  free  negro,  piloted  Daldgren  in  Goocldaud.  Hut  one 
witness  can  be  had  to  prove  guilt  and  Mr.  Aylett  asks  to  have  liim  con- 
titied  and  put  to  labor,  ilenying  recourse  to  habeas  corpus,  liecom- 
mendation  approved. 

P..   i;.  W[ELLFORl)l.  Jr. 

.Mar(  n  1*."),  I,s04. 
Refer  to  Brigadier-General  Winder  to  have  him  detained  in  custody 
and  placed  at  hard  labor  work  in  a  secure  place  and  for  other  attention. 
-By  onler: 

J,  A.  CAxMPBKLL. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Post, 

No.  (].  s     Camp  Sumter,  Andersonville,  March  15,  1864. 

I.  No  officer  or  soldier  at  this  post  will  be  permitted,  under  any  eir- 
cumstauces,  to  hold  any  conimiinication  whatever  with  any  of  the  pris- 
oners detailed  from  tbe  prison  at  work,  except  such  as  have  otidcial 
business  with  them. 

II.  All  noQcommissioned  officers  and  privates  who  may  have  written 
permission  from  officers  commanding  guard  to  be  absent  from  camp,  as 
per  Special  Orders,  No.  11,  paragraph  III,  will  not  congregate  upon 
the  platfgrm  of  the  depot  upon  the  arrival  or  departure  of  the  trains. 

A.  W.  PERSONS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Camp  Winder,  Anders-onrille,  Ga.,  March  15,  1361. 
[Gen.  J.  H.  Winder:] 

General:  I  would  respectfully  ask  instructions  to  the  following 
queries:  First,  the  Quartermaster-General  has  instructed  me  to  sell  to 
employes  at  this  post  the  necessary  provisions,  and  as  there  is  no 
market  here  from  which  they  can  get  supplies  this  arrangement  is 
imperatively  necessary.  Since  the  feeding  of  the  prison  has  devolved 
upon  the  Commissary  Department  I  shall  not  have  the  means  of  carry- 
ing out  my  instructions.  What  is  to  be  done .'  Will  Major  Allen  be 
instructed  to  sell  to  them,  or  will  I  have  to  make  re(|uisition  upon 
Major  Allen,  commissary  of  subsistence,  as  he  suggests  (a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  me  tind  inclosed*),  and,  if  so,  upon  what  form  shall  I  make  a 
return  of  these  provisions .'  I  much  prefer  that  the  employes  should 
]urrcliase  directly  from  the  commissary  department,  which  I  believe  is 
the  usual  channel.  Second,  instructions  as  to  whether  1  must  take 
charge  of  prisoners'  funds,  and,  if  so,  instructions  as  to  what  to  be 
done  with  it.  I  have  taken  in  my  keeping  a  lot  ot  funds  which  were 
forwarded  to  this  post  with  some  Florida  prisoners  by  the  commanding 
officer  capturing  them,  and  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  it,  whether  to 
let  the  prisoners  have  so  much  of  it  per  month,  or  what.  Please 
instruct  me  at  once  in  these  matters. 

Kespectfully.  vour  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  WINDER. 
Captain  and  Assistant  (Juartermaster, 


CA3IP  Wi>'DER,  Aintcr.sonriUe.  Ga.,  March   15,  1864. 
3Iaj.  A.  "si.  Allen, 

Coiniiiissary  of  SnJjsistcnce,  Columbus,  Ga.: 
Major  :  Am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  11th  instant,  and  have  called  atten- 
tion of  (,>aartermasterGeueral  to  the  suggestions  therein  contained. 
I  will  do  auythiug  that  1  can  to  facilitate  you  in  your  department  at 
this  post,  and  am  already  putriiig  up  your  house,  but  the  want  of  the 
necessary  lumber  and  materials  will  necessarily  retard  me.  However, 
my  own  house  will  soon  be  done,  and  I  will  then  release  to  you  the 
church  (my  present  commissary  hmisei  until  yours  can  be  finished.  I 
shall  be  able  to  give  up  the  church  certainly  by  next  Monday  week. 
You  must  aid  nie  in  every  way  in  getting  materials.     I  have  applied 
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to   Secretary  of  War   for  authority  to   impress   mills.     Should   thia 
authority  be  jjrauted  me,  all  obstacles  will  be  removed. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servaut, 

E.  B.  WINDER, 

Captain  and  Assistant  (Juarterma.ster. 


BoSTuN,  Mass.,  March  10,  1SH4. 
Hon.  C  A.  "Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

Under  dates  of  October  30  and  November  li',  lS(i.],  please  find  my 
letters  to  Maj.  L.  C.  Turner,  judge  advocate,  concerning  whole  subject 
of  receiviufi  and  keeping  female  prisoners  of  war.  I  have  arranged 
with  U.  S.  Marshal  Keyes  to  arrange  with  county  officers  if  you  should 
need  to  avail  of  houses  of  correction. 

JNO.  A.  ANDREW, 

(roveruor  of  Massachusetts. 


Office  Commissakv  General  of  Prisoneus. 

Washini/tOH,  J>.  ('.,  March   10,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Mononf/ahela,  Piltnhiinj,  Fa.: 
General  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  transfer  of  the  prisouers  of  war  now 
in  coutinemeut  in  the  Allegheny  penitentiary  to  Point  Look(nit,  ^Id. 
Please  onler  an  ami)le  guard  and  have  every  precaution  taken  that 
none  escape.  Instruct  tlie  commander  of  tlie  guard  to  permit  the  pris- 
oners to  have  no  communication  with  any  person  by  the  way  and  luitify 
the  commanders  at  llarrisburg  and  Baltimore  of  their  coming,  so  that 
guards  may  be  present  to  secure  their  safe  transfer  from  one  train  to 
anotlier.  A  steamer  will  be  i)repared  at  Baltimore  to  receive  them, 
but  the  guard  will  continue  with  tliein  to  Point  Lookout  and  all  should 
be  prei»aied  with  cooked  rations  tor  the  whole  route.  They  should  be 
transported  in  passenger  cars,  well  supplied  with  lights  aud  water,  and 
the  time  of  reaching  Baltimore,  before  4:  p.  m.,  should  be  tixed,  all  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  contract.  Send  witli  them  duplicate  rolls,  one  copy 
to  be  retained  by  the  officer  in  charge,  and  furnish  a  copy  to  this  office. 
The  othcer  in  charge  will  take  receipts  for  all  delivered  and  will  give 
the  names,  with  rank,  «S:c.,  of  all  not  delivered,  stating  what  became  of 
them.  His  reiiott  should  be  made  through  you  immediately  cm  his 
return.  If  the  prisoners  have  money  in  the  hands  of  any  otlicer,  please 
have  it  sent  with  tliem,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commander  at  Point 
Lookout.  Inform  me  by  telegram  when  they  can  reach  Baltinnne  and 
I  will  notify  you  when  the  boat  will  l>e  ready.  The  rolls  re(inircd  are 
the  ordinary  rolls:  not  the  parole-rolls. 

\'ery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.    UOFF.MAN. 

Colonel   Third   fiitantrii  and   CuinmixxKriiai  ncr<{l  at'  Prisniicrn. 


Prison  Hospital,  -/ohnson's  fsiaml.  Manh  lo.  i.^o-j. 
Colonel   llOFFiiAN.  Commissari/  Cmeral  of  I'risonrrK : 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  acting  surgeons  in  charge  of  the  prison 
hospittil  on  Johnson's  Inland,  in  \iew  of  the  )iros|iect  lor  at  least  a  jiar- 
tial  exchange  of  prisoners,  would  respecttully  set  forth  the  following 
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facts  in  behalf  of  our  sick  and  disabled  comrades :  In  this  prison  there 
is  a  large  number  of  officers  disabled  from  further  military  service,  in 
consequence  of  wounds,  amputations,  and  chronic  diseases  of  all  kinds, 
but  most  especially  from  chronic  diarrhea.  An  early  exchange  of  these 
men  and  their  return  home  to  their  relatives  and  friends  will  not  only 
relieve  a  vast  amount  of  surtering,  but  preserve  their  lives,  so  valuable 
to  their  families.  From  the  experience  of  the  past  few  months  we  are 
warranted  in  asserting  that  the  continuance  of  this  class  of  men  in 
prison  will  result  in  the  death  of  many.  Their  only  hope  is' in  an  early 
exchange.  Doubtless  the  same  state  of  things  exists  in  all  other  pris- 
ons, both  Xorth  and  South.  We  would  therefore  most  earnestly 
recommend,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that  these  men  be  selected  as  the 
first  for  exchange.  We  have  thought  proper  to  make  this  application 
in  duplicate,  one  directed  to  yourself,  the  other  to  the  Hon.  Robert 
Ould.  commissioner  of  exchange  for  the  Confederate  States.  We  sin- 
cerely hope  that  this  application  may  receive  immediate  and  favorable 
attention. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

I.  G.  W.  STEEDMAX,  M.  D., 
Colonel  First  Rcqhnent  Alabama    Volunteers, 

L.  E.  LOCKE,  M.  D., 
Captain,  Fiftif-third  Alabama  Cavalry, 

.1.  F.  SESSIONS,  M.  D., 
Captain  Company  K,  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 
Physicians  in  Charge  of  Prison  Hospital,  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Prison  Hospital, 
Johnson's  Island.  Ohio,  March  17,  t^64. 

Approved  ami  respectfully  forwarded. 

T.  WOODBRIDGE, 

Surgeon  12Sth  Ohio    Volunteer  Infantry,  in  Charge. 


Office  CoMMiss-viiT-CrENERAL  of  Prisoners, 

Washington.  D.  C.  March  ;24,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

rriiini  iii.lorsiTipLit.] 

War  DErARTMENT,  March  29.  I'oU. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners for  remark. 

Ev  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANDY. 
Ijrlgadicr-deneral  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  Marcli  .31,  1S64. 
I  see  no  necessity  for  sending  this  communication  to  Mr.  Ould.  but 
the  suggestion  appears  reasonable  and  1  suggest  that  the  class  of  per- 
sons described  might  be  sent  to  General  Butler  with  instructions  tooli'er 
them  for  exchange  under  his  exi.-ting  orders,  if  he  is  in  condition  to 
act  under  them. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Voluntrtrs  ami  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 
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;FiIlhimlur«-mcut.] 

War  Department  .  April  5,  ism. 
Respectfully  returued   to  the  Coiiiinissary-Geueral  of  Prisoners  for 
reference  to  Maj.  (len.  B.  F.  Butler. 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War: 

ED.  E.  S.  CANBY, 
Brif/adier-Gcitf^riil  (Uid  Assitstant  Adjutant-dtncral. 


C)FFicE  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Wdshini/toii,  I>.  C  April  S,  lsi;i, 
Respeetfally  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  B.   F.  Butler,  comuussiouer  lor 
exchange. 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Coloitd   Third  Int'antrij  tuid   ('ominissary-Gvnerdl  of  ['ri.soners. 


IIdi^rs.  Depi'.  of  \'irolnia  and  North  Carolina, 

Flirt  Moiinie,    !'<(..  April  In,  ISHi. 
Pes]ieerfully  returued. 

All  the  wounded  of  our  soldiers  at  Pieliniond  have  been  promised  to 
nic  by  the  rebel  eorniuissiouer  and  I  suppose  are  now  on  the  way  iicre. 
I  woiiUl  suu'i;est  rhat  all  the  siek  and  wounded  of  their  prisoners  that 
can  1>(»  moved  should  be  sent  to  Point  Lookout,  to  be  seat  a\i  for 
exehaui;e. 

BKNJ.  F.    ilL'TLKi;. 
Major- Gt'iu ml,  Cuiiimaii'iinij. 


Geors'e  P.  Farr.  Flaynesville,  Tcnn.,  asks  if  an  oath  to  which  he  has 
"inscribed"  is  biudiug.* 

:indor3e-,„eut.] 

:\rAKcii  1(1,  isiu. 

Returned  to  Colonel  Preston. 

We  cannot  respect  the  oath,  nor  the  bond  given  for  its  observanc<'. 
The  enemy  has  no  right  to  impose  such  obligations  on  noncoinbatants. 
If  these  obligations  wei'e  respected  by  us  they  wouul  practically  defeat 
our  power  "to  raise  armies.'' 

l;0.  OULD.l 


General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Comdij.  Bepartmetit  of  South  ('(U-oHna.  (hurfiin.  dud  Floriiio  : 
(rENERAL:  W'e  are  forced  to  complain  tiirectly  to  you,  and  it  is  with 
reluctance  we  do  so,  of  the  treatment  we  have  experienced  since  we  h;' \  r 
been  eonflued  in  this  Jail.  We  came  here  on  the  12th  of  January,  and 
for  the  first  few  days  the  food  was  suftieient,  but  since  then  it  has  talh-n 
off  in  ([uaiitity.  and  it  is  now  merely  nothing.  We  are  satisfied  in  our 
minds  that  the  ration  is  sufQcient,  but  this  we  do  not  get.  The  greater 
I)art  of  it  is  pilfered  from  us  by  the  negroes  wh(;  cook  it  and  by  others 
employed  about  the  premises.  We  have  been  forced  to  sell  our  clothing 
and  other  things  to  keep   us  alive,  and  now  that  these   things   have 

~  Fun's  i:oiiiiiiiiiiir:itiuu  not  t'liiiud. 
liT    R    R — Si;RlLS    II,   \"  ML    \  I 
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failed  we  are  compelled  as  a  last  resource  to  complain  to  you.  The 
provost-marshal  visited  us  once,  and  after  we  had  stated  the  case  to 
him  he  said  he  would  remedy  it,  but  that  is  the  last  we  have  heard  of 
it.  We  are  also  kept  iu  close  confiuement  all  the  time,  whilst  convicts 
of  all  kinds  have  the  run  of  the  yard  all  day.  We  have  complained  to 
the  jailer,  but  he  says  he  has  too  much  to  do,  and  cannot  look  out  for 
us.  We  apjieal  to  you,  aud  hope  to  [get]  relief  fiom  one  whom  we  have 
always  heard  spoken  of  as  a  brave  soldier  aud  a  humane  man. 

WM.  A.  YOUNG, 
A.  J.  HENDRICKS, 
W.  J.  WANTTS, 
CHARLES  E.  HORNEY, 
JAMES  BALLY. 
In  behalf  of  24  prisoners  confined  in  the  tower  of  Charleston  Jail,  S,  C. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Soi'th  Carolina,  &c., 

March  16,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  inspector-general  for  a  rigid  investigation 
and  report. 
By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Office  Cojimissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

WashiiKjton,  D.  C,  March  IT,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  B.  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  received  from  Col. 
W.  P.  Richardson,  commanding  Camp  Chase,  of  the  shooting  of  five 
prisoners  by  the  guard  at  that  camp. 

On  the  loth  of  January,  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  these  transactions,  I 
called  on  Colonel  Wallace,  commanding  Camp  Chase,  for  a  full  report 
of  the  several  cases,  which  was  received  January  l25,  but  being  unsat- 
isfactory, as  coming  from  subordinate  otticers,  and  not  going  sufficiently 
into  details,  I  directed  him  to  investigate  the  cases  fully  and  report  all 
the  particulars  in  his  own  name.  He  was  relieved  from  command  ot 
the  camp  before  the  order  could  be  executed  and  the  duty  has  been  per- 
formed by  Colonel  Richardson,  the  present  commander.  The  apprehen- 
sions which  prevailed  at  the  time  of  a  i.nolt  of  the  prisoners  justified 
a  more  than  usual  severity  iu  enforcing  orders  by  the  guard,  aud  three 
of  the  cases  seem  to  have  sufficient  justification:  but  in  the  two  cases 
where  the  sentinel  fired  into  tlie  bairaeks  iu  conseiiueuce  of  a  light  in 
the  >tove,  the  circumstances  were  not  such  as  to  justify  such  harsh 
measures,  though  the  sentinels  seem  only  to  have  obeyed  their  orders. 

The  most  censurable  feature  iu  these  several  cases  is  the  fact  that  a 
prisoner,  Henry  Hupmnn,  who  was  wounded  about  9  o'clock  iu  the 
evening,  was  suffered  to  lie  in  his  bed  bleeding  for  half  an  hour  before 
permission  was  given  to  burn  a  caudle,  while  his  mess  nmtes  bound  up 
the  wound,  and^hen  it  was  11  o'clock  the  next  morning  before  the  sur- 
geon in  charge  dressed  his  wounds.  This  was  a  gross  neglect  of  duty 
by  the  comuuiuding  officer,  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  the  surgeon  in 
charge.  Col.  W.  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio,  was  the  commander  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  though  he  hail  phiccil  Lieut.  Col.  A.  II.  Poteu  iu  the 
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immediate  command  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  guard  acted  under  his 
orders.  The  name  of  the  officer  of  the  day  is  not  reported.  Dr.  G.  W. 
Fitzpatrick,  acting-  assistant  surgeon,  was  the  surgeon  in  charge,  and 
for  this  neglect  I  respectfully  recommend  that  Lieuteuant-ColuuerPoteu 
and  the  officer  of  the  day,  if  he  can  be  found,  be  brought  to  trial  for 
their  misconduct,  and  that  Doctor  Fitzpatrick,  if  he  knew  of  the  wound- 
ing of  tlie  prisoner  at  the  time,  be  discharged  from  the  service. 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  also  thetirst  report  received  from  Colonel 
Wallace.  Lieutenaiitrolonel  Poten  states,  in  the  case  of  Hui)mau, 
that  he  was  -put  directly  under  treatment  of  the  surge(m  iu  charge  of 
the  prison  hospital,"  while  the  surgeon.  Doctor  Fitzpatrick,  states^that 
he  did  not  see  the  wounded  man  until  the  following  morning  at  11 
o'clock  when  making  his  regular  visit. 

To  meet  such  cases  in  future  I  have  given  instructions  that  whenever 
a  pri.soner  is  shot  by  a  sentinel  a  l)oaid  of  officers  will  be  immeiliately 
ordered  to  investigate  the  case  and  uuike  a  full  report  of  all  the  par- 
ticulars, which  is  to  Ije  forwarded  by  the  commanding  officer  with  his 
remarks  to  this  office,  and  I  have  at  the  same  time  reipiested  that  lioth 
the  guard  and  the  prisoners  be  made  fully  acquainted  with  the  orders 
by  which  they  are  to  be  governed." 

A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  CtDninlnsary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Cam}}  dia.se,  Columbus,  Ohio,  March  i<,  1S64. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissani-denernl  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  January  27,  1S04,  in 
regard  to  the  shooting  of  certain  prisouersof  war  courtned  at  this  post 
and  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  therein  contained,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report — 

That  having  taken  command  of  this  post  on  the  11th  of  February, 
1864,  and  being  without  any  personal  knowledge  of  these  occurrences. 
I  have  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  comply  fully  with  vour  instruc- 
tions iu  regard  to  the  nature  and  the  particularity  of  the  circumstances 
of  each  of  these  cases.  Had  a  full  report  been'  made  at  the  time  of 
each  occurrence  everything  of  importance  could  have  been  casilv 
ascertained,  but  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  absence  of  manv  iierson's 
whose  evidence  would  have  thrown  much  light  upon  the  whole  subject 
has  rendered  it  im[)()ssib]e  to  make  a  satisfactory  report. 

It  appears  that  during  the  mouths  of  September,  October,  Xovember. 
and  December  of  IStW  tears  were  entertained  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  by  disloyal  persons  in  this  State  to  liberate  the  prisoners 
confined  at  this  post,  and  a  very  decided  spirit  of  mutinv  prevailed 
among  the  prisoners,  arising,  as  was  supposed,  from  their  knowledge  of 
the  intentions  of  the  persons  referred  to.  Attempts  to  es(:ii)e  were 
frequent  and  persistent,  and  consequently  the  increased  vigilance  and 
severity  were  demanded  on  the  part  of  the  persons  responsible  for  their 
safe- keeping.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising  tiiat  the 
orders  in  regard  to  their  conduct  would  be  severe,  and  that  they  would 
sometimes  be  hastily  and  improperly  executed.    From  the  affidavits 

"  For  iiiclosures  1,  2,  3,  -I,  5  ;ind  6,  see  Wallace  to  Hottiuau,  January  19,  aud  its 
inclosurfs,  pp.  854-856. 
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accompauyinof  this  report  and  by  personal  inquiry  I  find  hat  the  senti- 
nels durino-  the  time  referred  to  were  instructed  as  follows: 

First.  Z^f ot  to  allow  prisoners  to  approach  the  prison  walls  nearer  than 
ten  feet.  If  any  attempted  to  do  so  to  halt  them,  warn  them  of  the 
infringement  of  the  rule,  and  if  they  persisted  in  approaching  the  wall 
to  tire  upon  them. 

Second.  Not  to  allow  prisoners  to  collect  together  in  large  numbers; 
when  they  did  so  to  order  them  to  disperse,  and  if  they  disobeyed  to  fire 
upon  them. 

Third.  Xo  lights  allowed  in  their  quarters  after  taps.  If  any 
were  observed  tlie  sentinel  should  warn  the  mess  in  the  building  where 
it  occurred  to  put  it  out,  and  if  not  obeyed  to  tire  into  the  building. 

LTuder  these  instructions  the  first  c;ise  of  shooting  that  occurred  was 
tliatof  Samuel  Lemley,  private,  Company  A,  Nineteenth  Mrgina  Cavalry, 
on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  September.  l.S<13.  It  appears  that  the  sink 
was  distant  from  the  wall  some  six  or  eight  feet,  ;ind  that  the  prisoner, 
for  some  reason  unexplained  and  against  the  warning  of  the  sentinel, 
ciintinued  to  attempt  to  go  beliind  the  sink,  between  it  and  the  prison 
wall,  was  fired  upon  and  killed.  The  affidavit  of  Lieutenant  Keber, 
Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteers,  officer  of  the  guard  at  the  time  of  this 
occurrence,  gives  the  facts  in  detail. 

Oil  the  night  of  November  o,  ISfi.'i,  Private  William  L.  Pope.  Company 
A,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalrj',  was  fired  ujion  by  a  sentinel  on  the  para- 
pet and  killed.  The  prisoner  came  within  a  few  feet  of  tlie  wall,  was 
challenged  by  the  sentinel  and  ordered  awny,  but  continued  to  advance 
and  was  fired  upon  and  killed.  The  senriners  name  was  Private  M. 
Wilson,  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Invalid  Corjis.  now  at  Camp  Douglas,  near 
Chicago,  111.  llis  affidavit,  together  with  that  (if  Lieut.  I.  S.  Taylor, 
of  ComiJany  I>,  Fifteenth  Kegiment  Invalid  Corps,  giving  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  aft'air,  accompanies  this  report. 

Hamilton  McCarroll,  private,  Company  B.  Welcker's  Tennessee  cav- 
alry, was  killed  by  a  shot  fired  by  a  sentinel  on  the  parapet  named 
John  W.  White,  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Invalid  Corps,  and  now  stationed 
at  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  111.,  on  the  night  of  the  ICth  of  November, 
1S63.  Said  sentinel  in  the  after  part  of  the  night  observed  alight  in 
one  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  the  prisoners,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
instructions  he  ordered  it  to  be  extinguished,  which  order  not  being 
complied  with,  he  fired  into  the  building,  the  ball  passing  tlirough  the 
door  and  striking  McCarroU,  killing  him  instantly.  The  affidavits  of 
the  sentinel  and  those  of  Capt.  H.  W.  Francis,  Lieut.  S.  L.  Mammon, 
and  Sergt.  Christopher  Fox  give  the  particulars  in  greater  detail. 
Henry  Hupnian.  jn-ivate.  Company  C,  Twentieth  Virginia  Cavalry,  on 
the  night  of  lOtli  of  December,  IStio,  was  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  shot 
fired  by  a  sentinel  on  tlie  parapet  named  Frank  Allen,  private.  Twelfth 
Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

This  case  is  sinular  to  the  last  or.e,  the  sentinel  firing  into  the  build- 
ing because  he  suw  a  light,  which  \\as  not  put  out  at  his  warning,  the 
ball  striking  the  i)iisoner.  inriicting  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  and 
of  which  he  afterward  died.  The  statement  of  Surg.  G.  W.  Fitzpat- 
rick  shows  that  the  wounded  men  received  all  the  attention  that  could 
be  given  them;  indeed,  all  the  wounds  appear  to  have  been  mortal. 
The  sentinel.  Allen,  is  a  deserter  and  his  testimony  cannot  be  procured. 
The  affidavit  of  the  sergeant  of  the  guard  on  the  night  of  the  occur- 
rence, A.  J.  Itussell,  Twelftii  <>hiii  \olunteer  Cavalry,  is  forwarded 
herewith. 

In  addition  to  tiie  affidavits  bciore  named  I  have  taken  the  state- 
ments of  several  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  Pope, 
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IMcCairoll.  aud  Hupmaii.  and  they  are  accordingly  forwarded  with 
this  report.  If  true,  they  make  tliese  cases  apuear  in  a  very  odious 
light  and  cause  me  to  reiterate  your  regret  that  they  should  have 
occurred. 

The  iustructions  to  sentinels  have  been  so  niodihed  that  it  is  not 
proliable  anything  of  the  kind  will  again  occur,  except  it  should  be 
actually  necessary  to  prevent  the  prisoners  from  escaping. 

I  have  not  taken  the  affidavit  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  H.  Poten  because  I 
understand  from  your  letter  that  his  statement  is  already  before  you. 

t'olonel  Wallace,  then  commanding-  ofticer,  is  now  very  ill  at'  his 
home  in  Ijelmont  County,  in  this  State,  or  I  would  have  taken  his  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  orders  and  instructions  given  to  the  prison 
guards,  bat  fr<un  conversations  with  him  on  this  subject  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  it  would  not  change  the  statement  of  those  aheaily  made. 

Having  rei)orted  as  fully  as  the  means  at  my  command  will  i)ermit, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.'  pichakdsox, 

Volijiu'l   Tictnty-Ji/tli    Ohio    Volunteers,  L'ommandnuj. 
llnclosuioXo.  .3,; 

Cajip  Chase,  Ohio,  March  n,  18i:4. 
Colonel  Richardson,   Command'nuj  Cuinp  Chase,   Ohio: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  liJth  of 
December.  ISiJo,  while  making  my  regular  visit  to  Prison  Xo.  1,  as  sur- 
geon in  charge  of  prisons,  I  was  called  to  see  one  Henry  Hupnian,  pri- 
vate, Company  C.  Twentieth  N'irginia  [Cavalry  j,  whom  I  found  pale  aud 
nervous  from  the  effectof  a  gunshot  wound  of  right  arm.  Patient  stated 
that  he  was  .--hot  by  sentinel  oa  jjarapet  about  0  o'clock  p.  m.  15th 
instant  while  lying  in  bed;  hemorriiage  was  quite  profuse  and  was  not 
arrested  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  his  associates  finally  obtained 
permission  to  have  a  light  for  fifteen  minutes,  during  which  tn\w  they 
succeeded  in  arresting  the  tlow  of  blood.  The  quarters  being  consider- 
ably crowded,  aud  not  lieing  [irepared  to  dress  the  wound,  I  ordered 
him  to  hospital  immediately,  and  visited  him  in  the  afternoon  of  same 
day  antl  found,  on  examination,  that  the  ball  entered  the  forearm, 
slightly  fracturing  the  inner  bortler  of  olecranon  pro(;ess  of  uln;i,  passed 
through  elbow  joint  uii  the  arm  under  inner  border  of  bice])s  into  shoul- 
der, where  it  was  lost,  not  being  able  to  trace  it  farther.  Xot  knowing 
where  ball  might  be  found,  it  was  not  thfjught  best  to  use  cutting 
instruments  tor  ascertaining  its  whereabouts  or  amputating  at  shoul- 
der joint.  From  the  weaicue-s  of  pulse  and  other  symptoms  I  was  led 
to  believe  that  the  ball  might  have  i)enetrated  into  the  bones  ol'thorax. 
Simple  dressing-  was  applied,  stimulants  supi)lied,  aud  the  patient  put 
to  bed.  September  17.  ])ulse  feeble,  tougue  dry  aud  brown,  sordes  liu 
teeth.  Continued  srimulants  and  usi-d  disinfectants  freely.  Erysip- 
elas being  in  the  hospiral.  antiseptic^,  were  a[iplied.  i-^ighteenth,  morti- 
ti-.-ation  was  jusr  laanifesriug  itselt;  treatment  continued,  and  Suigeous 
31cFadden.  Swiiigiey.  and  Abraham  weie  railed  in  council.  It  was 
not  tiiought  prudent  to  amputate:  patient  dica  abcnil  1  o'clock  p.  m. 
same  day. 

1  also' submit  the  following  copy  of  a  report  nnide  liy  Dr.  W.  C. 
^laxlield,  who  «  as  ar  the  time  reterred  to  surgeon  in  rlmrge  of  prisons. 

riie  .  M.He  rL-lrrred  r.i  iiihUt  head  of-  "t  )thfi-  \v omuls  oi  abdomiual  ca\  ity  '  was  rli.lt 
ot' Saniiu  1  i.eiiiley.  (  iti/rii  of  "Virginia,  ]jri30QiT  if  war.  routined  iu  I'lisou  Xo.  :!. 
(.'aitiii  Chase,  shot  by  the  sentiii^'i  on  t\\f  jiaraper  at  'J  u'clock  p.  m.  Septeuiliei-  lij. 
ISiJo.  C;ntridL;e  coutaiiiod  oue  roiiud  ball  aud  thi-.-o  buckshot:  ball  jiasseil  through 
rijclit  aim.  fractiiriuj;  humu-rns,  eutered  body  at  sevt-uth  rib,  passed  out  at  left  iii;,'ui- 
n;il  regiou;  t'.yo  of  the  shut  lodged  iu  aruj,,  the  third  passed  through  arm,  lea\iug  a 


1062         PRISONERS  OF  WAR  AND  STATE,  ETC. 

contused  spot  on  side  of  body.  Saw  patient  half  an  hour  after  injnry,  pulse  feeble, 
skin  cold  and  clammy,  nausea,  but  no  vomiting,  hemorrhage  slight,  ordered  stimu- 
lants, reduced  fracture,  applied  simple  dressing  to  wound,  continned  stimulants. 
Died  at  1  o'clock  a.  m.  17th  of  .September,  four  hours  after  injury.    No  post  mortem. 

I  certify  tbat  I  visited  the  said  Lemley  in  company  with  Doctor 
Maxtield  and  assisted  in  dressing  liis  wounds,  and  I  further  state  that 
the  above  report  of  Doctor  Masfleld  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  a 
correct  and  true  report  of  the  ca.se. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  FITZPATRIOK, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  this  Sth 
dav  of  March,  1S64. 

W.  A.  McGREW, 
First  Lieut,  and  Ailjt.  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Vol.  Infty.  and  Post  Adjt. 

[Iniloaure  Xo.  9.] 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  this  20th  day  of  February,  ISGi, 
Sergt.  A.  J.  Eussell,  Company  H,  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows: 

1  was  sergeant  of  the  guard  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  December 
last  at  Catiip  Chase,  Ohio.  The  instructions  which  I  received  from  the 
sergeant  whom  I  relieved  in  regard  to  the  lights  iuside  he  prisons 
were  that  nt  a  certain  hour — I  think  it  was  I)  o'clock  p.  m. — the  lights 
were  to  be  put  out;  that  the  sentries  at  and  near  the  prisons  should 
see  this  order  executed,  and  that  if  the  prisoners  did  not  respond  to 
the  order  after  being  twice  given  by  the  sentries  they  should  be  tired 
into.  These  instructions  I  gave  to  the  sentries.  Besides  myself  there 
was  another  sergeant  of  the  guard  (of  the  Invalid  Corps).  I  do  not 
recollect  his  name.  We  were  to  relieve  each  other  during  the  night. 
He  was  to  be  on  duty  from  9  o'clock  p.  m.  until  I  o'clock  a.  m.;  myself 
from  1  o'clock  a.  m.  until  daylight.  On  relieving  the  sergeant  of  the 
Invalid  Corps  I  was  told  by  him  that  one  of  the  sentries  of  the  parapet 
guard  had  firetl  into  the  prison.  Going  the  rounds  of  the  different 
sentries  about  daylight.  1  inquired  of  one  of  the  sentries  of  the  parapet 
guard  (Frank  Allen,  of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  I  think 
was  his  name)  if  he  had  heard  a  shot  being  fired  into  the  prison,  where- 
upon he  replied  that  he  himself  had  done  it.  I  asked  for  the  particu- 
lars, and  was  told  by  him  that  he  had  at  a  certain  hour  (I  think  it  was 
9  o'clock  p.  m.)  ordered  the  prisoners  in  Prison  Xo.  1  to  put  out  the 
lights.  He  saw  his  order  not  obeyed,  yet  one  of  the  prisoners  told  him 
that  the  lights  were  put  out;  that  he,  the  sentry,  repeated  his  order, 
and  no  attention  being  paid  to  it,  fired  into  the  prison,  aiming  at  the 
place  where  he  saw  the  light.  After  having  fired  he  heard  a  cry,  and 
one  of  the  prisoners  asked  permission  to  burn  the  light  a  few  minutes 
longer  in  order  to  dress  the  wound  which  he  had  indicted,  which  he 
(the  sentry)  refused,  it  being  against  his  orders. 

I  also  inquired  of  the  sentry  next  to  the  beat  of  said  Allen  if  lie  had 
heard  the  repeated  order  to  extinguish  the  lights,  to  which  he  rei)!ied  in 
the  affirmative.  He  stated  further  that  one  of  the  prisoners  said  some- 
thing before  the  shot  was  fired,  but  did  not  understand  what  it  was. 

A.  ,T.  RUSSELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  ine  this  29th  day  of  February,  1864, 
at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio. 

W.  VOX  DOEHX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Incloaure  No.  10.] 

Statement  of  J.  G.  Xance,  M.  D.,  Company  /,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry 
(prisoner  of  tear),  in  the  case  of  the  shootimj  of  Henry  Hiipman,  pris- 
oner of  irar. 

I  belong  to  Company  I,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry.  Said  Hupman 
was  a  mess  mate  of  mine  at  the  time  he  was  shot.  I  was  in  my  bunk 
asleep  at  the  time  the  shot  was  tired  and  was  awakened  by  my  cousin 
a  few  minutes  afterward  to  dress  the  wound.  It  was  some  time  before 
I  could  get  permission  from  the  sentinel  to  light  a  caudle  t(j  dress 
the  wound,  during  which  time  he  bletl  profusely.  The  shot  passed 
through  the  door-shutter  and  entered  the  forearm,  passing  over  the 
olecranon  process,  cutting  one  of  the  large  arteries  of  the  arm  and 
lodging  near  the  head  of  the  humerus.  I  succeeded  in  stopping  the 
bleeding.  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  the  bones  of  the  arm  were  broken. 
Doctor  Fitzpatrick  came  in  the  next  morning  and  examined  the  wound. 

Hupman  was  taken  out  late  the  next  evening  to  the  hospital,  up  to 
which  time  he  seemed  tolerably  comfortable,  being  able  to  walk  to  the 
hospital.  The  ball  was  not  taken  from  his  arm  while  I  staid  with  him. 
I  think  if  the  ball  had  been  taken  from  his  arm  as  soon  as  he  was  shot 
and  the  proper  medical  attention  given  him  he  would  have  recovered. 

This  is  about  all  I  know  concerning  his  case,  as  I  before  said  that  I 
was  asleep  at  the  time  he  was  shot. 

J.  G.  XAXCE,  M.  D., 
Prir((te,  Company  I,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 


Statement  of  H.  French.  Company  K,  Tenth  Kentucky  Regiment  [prisoner 
of  war),  in  the  case  of  the  shooting  of  Henry  Hupman,  prisoner  of  war. 

I  was  acquainted  with  Hupman.  I  heard  the  sentinel  call  "lights 
out."  and  the  candle  was  put  out  immediately. 

There  was  tire  in  the  stove  and  the  door  of  the  stove  was  broken  oft  so 
that  it  gave  a  bright  light.  1  think  the  sentinel  called  -lights  out"' 
once  after  the  candle  was  put  out.  I  think  it  was  about  fifteen  min- 
utes after  the  light  was  put  out  that  the  sentinel  tired  and  shot 
Hupman. 

H.  (his  X  mark)  FRENCH, 
Company  K,  Tenth  Kentucky  Regiment. 

[Incloaure  Xo.  12.] 

Statement  of  George  W.  Dean,  Company  I,  Sixth  Kentucky  Regiment  (pris- 
oner of  war),  in  the  case  of  the  shooting  of  Henry  JIupman,  prisoner 
of  war. 

A  few  minutes  before  Hupman  was  shot  there  was  a  noise  in  the 
mess,  very  loud  talkin-.  \'c. 

There  were  three  or  four  passed  in  and  out  of  the  mess.  They  had 
been  in  there  singing.  I  did  not  hear  the  sentinel  call  '-lights  out;"  I 
knew  what  the  prison  rules  were,  and  knew  it  was  against  the  rules  to 
have  lights  and  noise  at  that  time  of  night. 

The  stove  door  was  broken  so  it  gave  considerable  light  in  the  mess. 
The  mess  door  was  not  open  at  the  time  fJupman  was  shot.  I  was 
sitting  by  the  stove  at  the  time  the  shot  was  tired.  The  ball  passed 
through  the  door.    This  is  all  I  know  of  the  case. 

{'r.  W.  DEAX. 
Coinp((iiy   I.  Si.ctit  Kentucky  Regiment. 
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[iDClosure  No.  13.] 

IStatement  of  G.  ^V.  Cnrendish,  Company  C,  Twenty  second  Virginia 
Infantry  {prisoner  of  war),  in  the  cane  of  the  shooting  of  Henry 
Uupman.  priso)ier  of  irar. 

I  was  acquainted  with  Hupman.  the  prisoner  who  was  shot.  He 
was  in  the  same  mess  that  I  was.  1  think  it  was  in  December,  1803, 
when  lie  was  shot. 

I  believe  it  was  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  he  was 
shot.  We  had  a  candle  burning  that  evening.  We  heard  the  guard 
halloo  ••  lights  out"  and  immediately  put  the  candle  out.  We  had 
tire  in  the  stove,  aiid  it  being  verj'  much  fractured  it  gave  considerable 
light. 

I  think  it  was  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  guard  hallooed 
"lights  out'- that  Haimian  was  shot.  1  did  not  hear  the  guard  call 
"lights  out"  after  we  put  the  candle  out.  We  had  no  candle  burning 
at  the  time  Hupman  was  shot.  Ilupman,  myself,  and  one  man  was 
in  the  bunk  together  when  he  was  shot.  The  ball  passed  through  the 
mess  d(jor,  hitting  Hupman's  elbow,  and  lodged  in  his  right  shouhler. 
1  think  he  lived  about  twenty-four  hours  after  he  was  shot.  We  all 
knew  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  prison  rules  to  have  lights  or  any 
disturbance  after  !>  a'clock.     This  is  all  I  know  about  the  case. 

G.  W.  CAVEXDISH, 
Company   C,  T/reiity-seiond  Virginia  Infty.,  Prison  1,  Mess  10. 

!  Inrlosnre  Xci    14.) 

Statement  of  G.  iS'.  Barnes,  Company  A,  Fourth  Tennessee  Caralry  (prisoner 
of  war],  ill  the  ease  of  the  shooting  of  llamiltmi  McCarroll.  prisoner  of 
war. 

I  was  present  when  H.  McCarroll  was  shot.  He  (Mcr'arroll)  came 
into  prison  3  on  the  loth  or  14th  of  November,  1803,  stopped  in  some 
other  mess  one  or  two  nights  before  he  came  into  ours. 

Came  into  our  mess,  which  is  4!>.  on  the  1.5th.  That  night  I  got 
up  to  go  to  the  sink;  I  think  it  was  between  1  and  3  o'clock.  I  found 
McCarroU  up.  He  said  he  had  had  tire  all  night.  When  1  came  back 
from  the  sink  he  asked  me  if  it  was  not  almost  day.  I  told  him  he  was  an 
older  man  than  1  and  ought  to  know  better  than  I.  He  said  he  thought 
it  was  almost  day.  I  told  him  if  that  was  the  case  he  had  better  build 
more  tire,  which  he  did,  and  sat  down  on  the  south  side  of  the  stove  to 
warm  himself,  as  the  night  was  veiy  cold.  I  opened  the  stove  door  to 
light  the  room  in  order  to  find  the  kettle  to  make  some  coffee.  The 
stove  door  was  open  about  a  minute  while  filling  the  kettle  with  water: 
and  wiiile  filling  the  kettle  (which  was,  1  supiiose,  the  reason  I  did  not 
hear  the  guard  call -'lights  out")  I  heard  the  shot.  The  ball  passed 
through  the  building,  hit  McCairoll  in  the  left  breast,  passed  through 
him.  and  lodged  in  liis  i-Ibow. 

The  mess  door  was  not  open  at  the  time  he  was  shot.  McCarroll  said 
the  evening  before  th-.ir  if  he  was  cold  he  would  have  a  tire  nights.  W'e 
cautioned  hiin  yarticulariy  that  it  was  against  orders.  IMcCarroU  and 
myself  were  the  only  ones  up  at  the  time.  He  did  not  live  but  a  t'iiw 
niiuutes  after  he  was  shut. 

(;.  S.  BAEXES, 
,  .    '  Ci':iq>iiiii/  A.  Foiirih  Tmncssce  Caralry. 
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Statement  of  WiUifoi)  Hoorer.  CompfiiK/  C,  Sixteenth  Tennes!<ee  Infantry 
(prhoner  t>/  irar],  in  the  case  of  the  .sliootiiu/  of  Hamilton  MeCarroll, 
prisoner  of  war. 

I  wa.s  asleep  when  ]\rcCarroll  wa.'^  shot.  The  report  of  the  gnu  or  the 
groans  of  the  man  awakened  nie.  1  think  he  came  in  one  day  before  he 
■w;is  shot  and  stayed  one  night  in  some  other  mess  before  he  was  put  in 
onr  mess. 

^^onle  of  the  members  of  the  mess  tohl  him  we  were  not  allowed 
lights  after  !»  o'clock. 

1  knew  we  were  not  allowed  lights  after  9  o'clock,  and  this  wus 
between  the  lionrs  of  1  and  '■'<  o'clock  a.  m.  1  think  MeCarroll  was  shot 
between  the  1.5th  and:-Mith  of  November,  l.stl.i. 

WM.  HOOVER. 
Compani/  ('.  Sixteenth  Tie(/imnit  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infnitrt/. 

1  Iii.-losur»  X...  18. J 

Statement  of  H.  P.  .J.  Hathcocl'.  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Infantry 
(prisoner  of  irar),  in  the  ease  of  the  shootinr/  of  Hamilton  MeCarroll, 
prisoner  of  irnr. 

I  w;is  awake  at  the  time  Hamilton  ^NTcCarroll  was  shot.  MeCarroll 
was  sitting  by  the  stove  at  the  time.  The  srove  duor  was  open  and 
threw  consitlerable  light.  1  did  not  hear  the  guard  call  ••lights  out." 
[  was  sick  and  did  not  take  much  notice  of  what  was  said  or  done.  I 
tiiink  MeCarroll  knew  it  was  against  orders  to  have  a  tire  at  night. 
;\[c(_'arroll  had  no  l>lanket  and  I  suppose  that  was  the  reason  he  was 
sitting  by  the  rtve.  1  tliiuk  it  was  lietween  11!  and  '■'>  o'clock  a.  m..  the 
loth  day  of  November,  l.s(i3. 

H.  P.  J.  (hfs  X  mark)  HATHCOCK, 
Company  B,  Sixteenth   Tennessee  Infantry. 


Statement  of  L.  I).  Stacy,  Company  L,  Elerenth  Tennessee  Carnlry  •  jiris- 
oner  of  a-nr).  in  the  ease  of  the  shootinij  of  Hamilton  MeCarroll, 
prisoner  of  irar. 

1  belong  in  mess  49.  I  was  awake  at  the  time  Mcr'arroll  was  shot 
and  thought  1  heard  a  sentinel  cry  ••liglits  out."  I  was  Just  going  to 
tell  the  boys  to  shut  the  stove  door  when  the  shot  was  tired.  The  front 
part  of  the  building  was  lit  up  considerably,  and  some  one  of  the 
mess  was  tilling  a  Icettle  to  maice  colfee.  I  think  the  house  dooi-  was 
sliut  at  the  time.  3IcCarroll  lived  about  one  minute  and  a  half  alter 
lie  was  shot.     Tliere  was  no  candle  Iii:hted  at  the  time. 

L.   I).  STACY. 
Company   L.  l-.'ierrtiih    Tinnessif  Curalrii. 

f  liicloaiiiv  X,.    IV 

Statement  of  Silas  Hanq'lit.  citizen  of  Mrf/iniii  (prisoner  of  n-in-i,  in  the 
case  of  the  shootintj  of  W.   L.  Popr,  prisont  r  of  irar. 

I  was  ae(inainte(l  with  W.  L.  Pope.  I'ope  was  shut  in  the  evening 
about  >;  o'clock.  1  heard  souie  boys  in  my  mess  say  tliat  thi-y  heard  the 
sentinel  order  him  away  tfom  the  gate  two  or  three  times,     i'upe  made 
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no  reply.  I  understood  he  went  to  the  gate  to  see  something  about 
buruing  a  light  in  a  mess  where  there  was  a  sick  man.  That  is  all  I 
know  about  the  shooting  of  W.  L.  Pope. 

SILAS  HAUGHT, 

Citizen  of  Virguiia. 

[Inclosnre  No.  19.] 

Statement  of  Henry  Glover,  citizen  of  West  Virginia  (prisoner  of  war), 
ill  the  case  of  the  shooting  of   \V.  L.  Pope,  prisoner  of  war. 

I  knew  Pope  when  I  saw  him,  but  was  not  acquainted  with  him.  It 
was  a  little  after  dusk  when  Pope  was  shot.  I  was  on  the  street  and 
withia  KKi  feet  of  him  at  the  time.  When  I  first  saw  him  he  was 
standing  at  the  gate  looking  into  the  key  room.  I  beard  the  sentinel 
tell  him  to  get  away  from  the  gate.  I  also  heard  him  (the  sentinel)  tell 
him  to  get  away  from  there  the  .second  time.  I  do  not  remember  hear- 
ing the  sentinel  say  anything  more  to  him. 

i  think  it  was  about  one  minute  from  the  time  I  first  saw  Pope  at  the 
gate  until  I  heard  the  sentinel  order  him  away,  and  I  think  it  was  about 
two  minutes  from  the  time  I  first  heard  the  sentinel  tell  him  to  go  away 
until  lie  was  shot.     I  did  not  see  Pope  after  he  was  shot. 

HEXRY  GLOVEE, 

Citizen  of  Mest   Virginia. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

S.  L.  HAMMOX, 
Lieutenant  and  Provost-Marshal  of  Prison  No.  3. 

p.  s. — Henry  Glover  was  released  yesterday.  We  did  not  see  him 
to  get  his  signature. 

LIEUTENANT  HAMMON. 

[Inclosnre  No.  20.] 

Statement  of  James  S.  Sapp,  citizen  of  West  Virginia  [prisoner  of  war), 
in  the  case  of  the  shooting  of  W.  L.  Pope,  prisoner  of  icar. 

I  knew  Pope  ;  he  was  the  sergeant  of  our  mess,  which  is  mess  1.  I 
do  not  recollect  the  date  when  he  was  shot.  About  half-past  7  in  the 
evening  Pope  said  he  would  go  up  to  the  gate  and  ask  permission  of 
the  sergeant  of  the  gate  to  burn  a  light  in  our  mess,  as  we  had  a  sick 
man  there,  and  he  immediately  started  for  that  purpose.  I  do  not  think 
it  was  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes  after  he  started  until  I  heard  the 
report  of  a  gun.  The  next  I  saw  of  Pope  they  were  helping  him  up. 
I  do  not  know  where  the  ball  hit  him  or  how  long  he  lived. 

J.  S.  SAPP, 
Citizen  of  West  Virginia. 

[IncIo.9iire  No.  21.) 

CxMV  Douglas,  111.,  February  27,  186-1. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Orme,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 'Jtl,  1>;(J4.  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  in 
reference  to  the  shooting  of  William  L.  Pope,  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio: 

Said  William  L.  Pope^  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  was  tired  upon  and 
shot  by  a  sentinel  on  post  at  Prison  No.  -',  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  between 
the  hours  of  8  and  10  on  the  night  of  November  5,  18(i3. 

At  the  time,  and  for  some  weeks  previous,  and  also  thereafter,  I  was 
filling  the  position  of  provost-marshal  of  prisons  at  Prisons  Nos.  1 
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and  2,  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  having  been  detailed  to  that  duty  by  order 
of  Brigadier-General  Mason,  commandant  at  Columbus  and  at  Camp 
Chase,  Ohio,  with  orders  to  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  A.  H.  Poten,  assist- 
ant commandant  of  prisons,  for  instructions,  and  I  received  all  my 
instructions  from  him.  Those  instructions  did  not  give  me  any  imme- 
diate control  of  the  guards,  but  I  was  to  be  conversant  with  the 
instructions  given  them  from  time  to  time,  and  was  required  to  watcii 
closely  whilst  on  my  tour  of  duty  through  and  about  the  prisons  and 
see  that  sentries  strictly  carried  out  their  instructions  and  report  (sases 
of  neglect  or  carelessness. 

At  the  time,  and  for  some  time  previoiis  to  the  shooting  of  William 
L.  Pope,  the  instructions  given  sentries  were  more  rigorous  than  com- 
mon, and  greater  vigilance  was  required  owing  to  the  persistent  efforts 
of  the  prisoners  to  escape  by  tunneling  under  the  ])rison  walls  and 
the  continued  discoveries  of  plots,  seeming  to  have  connection  with  out- 
side induence,  for  their  release. 

No  prisoner  was  allowed  to  approach  the  wall  nearer  than  ten  feet, 
day  or  night,  and  no  lights  were  allowed  to  be  burned  in  their  quarters 
after  taps.  The  sentries  were  instructed  to  warn  the  prisoners  if  they 
attempted  to  approach — to  halt  and  order  them  away.  If  he  persisted 
in  approaching  after  being  so  halted  twice,  or  refused  to  go  away  when 
ordered,  the  sentry  was  to  tire  upon  him. 

In  case  lights  were  seen  burning,  the  sentry  was  to  order  them  out 
twice;  if  not  extinguished,  was  to  fire.  In  case  of  a  necessity  for  a 
deviation  from  this  rule  the  consent  of  the  provost-marshal  was  to 
be  obtained,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  inform  the  officer  of  tlie  day  of 
such  permission  being  given,  that  the  sentries  might  be  instructed 
accorclingly. 

No  permission  was  so  given  to  William  L.  Pope  to  approach  the 
wall,  nor  was  I  solicited  for  such  permission  at  any  time  for  some  days 
previous  to  the  shooting  of  William  L.  Pope.  Two  tunnels  were  known 
to  be  in  course  of  construction  by  prisoners  in  Prison  No.  2,  and  as 
extra  caution  was  called  for,  the  provost-marshal  was  required  to  visit 
the  prison  after  night  before  retiring  for  the  night. 

On  the  night  of  the  shooting  of  William  L.  Pope,  in  company  with  the 
commissary  of  prisons,  was  going  the  rounds,  visiting  sentries  and  sus- 
pected points  about  the  i^rison  to  see  that  all  was  correct,  and  while 
approaching  from  the  outside  the  entrance  gate  of  Prison  No.  1,  heard 
the  challenge  of  a  sentry,  we  continued  to  walk  toward  the  gate  and 
had  taken  perhaps  twenty  steps,  when  the  foll<iwiiig  words  were  spoken : 
"I  have  told  you  to  go  away  often  enough,"  and  instantly  followed  the 
report  of  a  musket,  with  the  groans  of  a  person  on  the  inside  of  the 
prison  wall. 

An  immediate  investigation  showed  that  the  challenge  and  remarks 
spoken  of  had  come  from  a  sentry  on  post  on  the  parapet,  over  the  ^ate 
and  that  he  had  tiretl  the  shot  at  anil  struck  one  William  L.  Pope,  a 
]irisoncr  of  war,  whom  the  sentry  stated  had  jjcrsisted  in  approaching 
the  wall,  the  bloo<l  on  tlie  ground  showing  that  Pope  was  close  to  the 
wall  when  shot. 

All  of  which  I  respectfnllv  submit. 

ISAIAH  S.  TAYLOK. 
Lieutenant.  Compamj  B,  Fifteenth  Re(jiinent  Invalid  Corps. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Chicago,  111.,  this  29th  day  of 
February,  1S64. 

II.  BURR, 

Assistiutt  Ailjufant-Oeneral,  U.  S.   Volunteers. 
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Headhuartees  Post  of  Chicago, 

Chicago,  III,  February  27,  1864. 

Affidavit  of  Corpl.  Miller  Wilson,  Company  A,  Fifteenth  Regiment, 
Invalid  Corps,  in  regard  to  the  shooting  of  William  L.  Pope,  Xintli 
Tennessee  ( 'avalry,  at  Camp  Chase,  November  5,  1863. 

My  instructions  were  first  to  allow  no  man  to  come  within  four  feet  of 
the  "fence.  Second,  to  bale  all  men  twice.  Third,  when  they  refused 
to  obey  the  challenge  to  tiie  upon  them.  Fourth,  I  received  my  instruc- 
tions from  Captain  Smith,  Company  C,  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Invalid 
Corps,  otticer  of  the  day  at  that  time.  I  also  received  the  same  orders 
from  the  olticer  of  the  guard,  whose  name  I  disremember. 

I  was  on  the  parapet  of  Prison  Xo.  1,  and  the  prisoner,  Pope,  came 
out  of  the  door  of  the  barracks  between  11  and  12  o'clock  at  night.  He 
came  toward  the  fence  and  came  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the  fence,  when 
I  ordered  him  to  halt  three  or  four  times,  but  he  did  not  stop  and  I 
tired  on  him.  The  bad  went  through  his  right  arm  and  hip  and  com- 
pletely through  his  body. 

He  died  about  4  o'clock  next  morning. 

MILLER  (his  x  mark)  WILSOX, 
Voriioral.  Compuni/  A.  Fifteenth  Regiment  Invalid  Corps. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Chicago,  111.,  this  -Sth  day  of 
February,  1SG4. 

H.  BUEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

Illiclusure  Xo.  23.] 

Camp  Chase,  March  0,  1S64. 
Col.  W.  P.  Richardson  : 

Sir:  According  to  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  shooting  of  Samuel  Lemley,  pri- 
vate, Xineteenth  Mrgiuia  Cavalry,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, ISlIo. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1S63. 1  was  officer  of  the  guard  at  prisons 
1  and  1'  at  this  post.  Captain  Allen.  Company  I,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  was  officer  of  the  day. 

^ly  instructioub,  received  from  the  officer  (jf  the  guard  relieved  by 
me,  were  to  keep  prisoners  confined  in  said  prisons  ten  feet  from  the 
fence,  to  allow  no  communication  between  them  and  the -sentinels.  The 
prisoners  failing  to  obey  orders  after  three  distinct  warnings  the  guard 
was  to  shoot. 

I  gave  these  instructions  to  the  guard,  and  between  the  hours  of  9 
and  11  p.  m.  1  made  a  tour  of  inspection  on  the  parnpet  and  found  the 
sentiuels  luonipt  in  halting  and  vigilant  in  their  duty.  Private  ;Moody, 
Comi)auy  C,  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  '."olunteer  Infantry,  posted  on  the  para- 
pet in  rear  of  Prison  Xo.  2  and  near  the  sink  of  said  prison,  c(nnplained 
that  the  ju'isoners  obeyed  hi-^  orders  with  reluctance  in  regard  to  ruu- 
uiug  behind  said  sink,  the  back  part  of  which  was  from  six  to  eight  feet 
from  the  fence.  IIo  had  very  often  during  the  day  warned  them  of  his 
instructions. 

I  repeated  the  orders,  and  on  no  consideration  to  allow  them  to  run 
behind  the  aforementioned  sink.  I  then  turned  to  a  groui>  of  pris- 
oners standing  near,  and  told  them  plainly  that  they  shouhl  keej)  ten 
feet  from  the  fence,  and  on  no  consideration  to  go  behind  the  sink.    I 
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tbeu  proceeded  on  my  tour.  When  I  was  from  tifty  to  sixty  yards  from 
him  1  heard  .said  private  ^[oody  ury  -lialr"  distinctly  three  times  and 
then  tlie  report  of  his  gun.  Cioin.i;  bacli  to  him,  I  saw  the  aforemen- 
tioned Samuel  Lemley  run  from  beliiud  the  siuic,  cryiii.u'  loudly  and 
holding' his  hand  to  his  side.  Tiieshot  and  cry  brouglit  out  a  great  many 
l)risoners  from  their  barracks,  who  crowded  around  liim.  1  couhl  not  tell 
wiiether  he  walked  or  was  carried  to  the  hospital,  which  is  iu  said  prison. 
Tlie  prisoners  were  very  much  excited,  talking  in  a  mutinous  manner.  I 
ordered  them  to  quarters  once  or  twice,  and  was  obliged  to  put  my 
liand  to  my  breast,  as  if  to  draw  a  revolver,  before  they  would  obey, 
which  was  done  in  a  sullen  manner.  I  went  to  the  guardroom,  ordered 
a  guard  to  go  for  the  surgeon,  went  into  the  prison  hospital,  fouml  the 
prisoner  sitting  mi  a  chair,  and  one  or  two  prisoners,  whom  I  judged 
were  connected  with  the  liosipital,  were  examining  the  wound,  one  of 
them,  looking  up  as  I  entered,  said,  ••  NVe  will  not  stand  this  kind  of 
work,  shooting  ns  prisoners,"'  or  words  to  that  effect.  I  ordered  him  to 
stop  his  talking  and  proceed  with  the  examination.  He  was  very  much 
excited,  and  1  was  obliged  to  partly  draw  my  sword  before  he  would 
desist. 

As  I  could  do  nothing,  I  returned  to  the  guard-room.  Soon  after  tlie 
regular  surgeon  of  prisons  came  and  went  into  the  prison. 

All  of  which  is  respecttullv  submitted. 

THOMAS  RE  BEE, 
■Second  J/tevt.  Compaiii/  H,  Ki(jhi>/-ci(jhth  Ohio  Yal.  Iiifnnirij. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Camj)  Chase,  ( >hio,  tliis  6th 
day  of  .Aiarch,  1864. 

\V.  A.  McGREW, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  Eightij-eitjhth  Ohio  Volunteers. 

;lncloaur.'y....M.l 
IlEADQt'ARTERS    POST    OF    CHICAGO, 

Chira^io,  III.,  Fehruarij  J/~,  IStJl. 

Artidavit  of  John  W.  White,  private  of  Company  D,  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment Invalid  (kirps,  in  regard  to  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner  of  war 
\\hileon  duty  at  Camp  Chase,  (Jhio,  on  the  night  of  November  16,  ISi;:;: 

i  would  respectfully  state  that  the  oliicer  of  the  day  was  (Japtain 
Francis,  of  the  Seventh  Kegiment  invalid  <_'orps. 

His  instrui'tions  were  to  allow  no  lights  in  the  i|uarters  (jf  the  pris- 
oners of  war  after  taps;  to  oriler  them  out  once,  and  if  not  obeyed  to 
shoot  tlicm  out  immediately.  While  on  my  post  a  light  api)eared  in 
one  of  the  prisoners"  barracks  near  the  hour  of  1  o"clock  a.  m.  I  ordereil 
it  out  three  times,  and  then  tired  into  the  window  ^l^'  the  barracks.  I 
gave  the  order  in  a  loud  tone,  which  couhl  be  disi  inctiy  iM-ard  in  the 
banacks.  [  cannot  positively  say  whether  it  was  the  light  of  a  candle 
or  a  sto\e.  but  my  belief  is  that  it  was  the  founer.  as  the  light  disaji- 
jiearcd  immediately  after  the  re[iort  of  the  gun;  therefcn'e  I  concluded 
it  must  have  been  a  caudle  or  they  conid  aot  ha\  l'  disposed  of  it  so 
soon. 

It  was  more  light  thun  I  could  allow  ;i!id  follow  my  instructions 
strictly  to  the  letter.  1  did  n<it  see  any  one  when  1  Jircd.  i  lired  at 
the  light  to  shoot  it  out  at;cording  to  my  instructions.  ^  eiy  soon  after 
I  liri'd  the  provost-marshal  came  and  went  into  the  ')arracks  and 
reported  that  a  man  was  shot.  I  did  not  leave  my  ))0st.  ami  iieser  saw 
the  prisoner  that  was  shot.      I  understood  that  the    [)ro\"ost-marshal 
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found  liim  lyiug  on  the  floor  of  the  barracks  and  not  in  his  bunk,  but 
state  that  only  from  hearsay.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  man  that 
■was  shot.  A  sergeant  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  Invalid  Corps  was  act- 
ing officer  of  the  guard;  his  name  I  do  not  remember.  The  instructions 
were  given  bv  Captain  Francis  to  the  detail  before  going  on  post. 

J(_)HN  AV.  WHITE, 
Company  I),  Fifteenth  Regiment  Invalid  Corps. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  at  Chicajio,  111.,  this  27th  day  of 
February,  1S'J4. 

H.  BURR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-deaeral,    U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Intlosure  Xo.  25.; 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Seth  L.  Haramou,  second  lieutenant 
Company  B,  Seventh  Regiment  Invalid  Corps,  who.  being  duly  sworn, 
states  that  he  was  acting  provost-marshal  of  i)risons  at  Camp  Chase 
on  the  Kith  of  Xovember,  1863.  About  midnight  of  that  day  he  heard 
a  sentinel  on  the  parapet  at  Prison  Xo.  3  (his  (juarters  are  immediately 
opposite  Prison  Xo.  3,  about  six  rods  from  the  prison)  call  "lights out" 
two  or  three  times.  Soon  after  lie  heard  a  shot  from  the  same  direc- 
tion. At  the  time  he  heard  the  sentinel  call  he  had  retired  for  the 
night,  having  immediately  before  made  his  rounds  inside  the  prison, 
which  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  every  night  on  account  of  a  muti- 
nous spirit  that  existed  among  the  prisoners  at  that  time.  Afterward 
he  heard  shooting.  He  then  dressed  himself  and  went  over  and  into 
the  i)rison  and  there  found  at  mess  49  a  man  dead  (shot  through  the 
breast)  by  the  name  of  Hamilton  McCarroU,  a  prisoner  of  war.  He 
had  repeatedly  cautioned  the  officer  of  the  guard  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  messes  47,  48,  49,  50, 51,  52,  and  53,  as  the  inmates  of  those 
messes  had  made  several  attempts  to  escape.  He  (affiant)  had  caught 
them  several  times  in  the  act  of  burrowing  out.  Affiaut  had  been  but 
a  short  time  previous  to  November  10,  18(33,  acting  as  provost  marshal. 
About  that  time.  November  IG,  the  prisoners  were  very  mutinous;  from 
what  cause  affiant  does  not  know. 

S.  L.  HAMMOX, 
Lieutenant  and  Procostllarshal. 

Sworn  to  before  me  and  subscribed  in  mv  presence  this  12th  <iay  of 
February,  A.  D.  1864. 

SAML.  GALLOWAY. 

Xotury  Public  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 


Personally  appeared  before  me  Christopher  Fox,  duty  sergeant  of 
Company  B,  Seventh  Regiment  Invalid  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  now  at 
Cann)  Chase,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  of  November.  1S63.  he  was  sergeant  of  the  gate  at  Prison  No.  3 
at  Camp  Chase,  and  that  about  midnight  of  said  16th  of  November  he 
distinctly  heard  the  sentinel  of  beat  No.  4  call  to  mess  49  of  said  prison 
to  put  out  their  lights,  and  I  also  heard  him  say  that  if  the  lights  were 
not  put  out  that  he  would  shoot  them  out.  Immediately  after  I  heard 
this  announcement  of  the  sentinel  I  heard  tiring.  I  think  it  was  the 
second  relief  that  was  on  duty  at  the  time.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  third  relief  guard  came  on  duty.     His  name  was  White.     He  was 
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asked  if  any  one  was  shot  by  biin.  His  answer  was  that  he  thought 
some  one  was  shot,  as  he  heard  some  one  groan,  and  that  the  hghts 
went  out  soon  after  he  shot.  In  the  moruing  the  provost-marshal  in- 
formed me  that  the  man  shot  was  Hamilton  McCarroIl,  a  prisoner  of 
war.  of  mess  49  of  prison  3. 

CHRISTOPHER  FOX. 

Sworn  to  before  ine  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  this  12th  day  of 
February,  A.  D.  1804. 

SAML.  GALLOWAY, 
Xotary  Public  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 

[Inclosure  No.  27.] 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Henry  W.  Francis,  cai)tain  of  Com- 
pany D,  Fifty-tirst  New  York  Vohxnteer  Inlantry,  of  lawful  age;  being 
duly  sworn  states  that  he  was  orticer  of  the  day  by  order  of  commandant 
of  post  at  Camp  Chase.  Ohio,  November  1(5, 1803;  that  when  he  entered 
upon  duty  on  the  morning  of  said  November  10  he  received  instructions 
from  Captain  Smith,  who  preceded  him  as  officer  of  the  day,  that  affi- 
ant was  enjoined  to  be  specially  careful  and  watchful  of  the  [)risoiiers, 
as  it  had  been  discovered  and  was  known  that  eftbrts  had  been  made 
by  prisoners  to  escape  by  excavating  the  ground  in  different  places 
within  the  prison,  and  that  as  a  means  of  guarding  against  any  fur- 
ther attempts  that  he  must  cause  an  order,  previously  made,  that  all 
lights  should  be  put  out  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  and 
he  instructed  his  guard  accordingly.  Affiant  further  suites  that  about 
2.30  a.  m.  of  the  morning  of  November  17,  1863,  he  heard  the  report  of 
a  musket:  that  he  immediately  repaired  to  the  place  where  he  supposed 
the  tiring  had  occurred;  that  he  there  ascertained  from  persons  present 
at  the  tiring  and  particularly  from  the  sentinel.  John  W.  White,  private 
in  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Regiment  Invalid  Corps,  and  also  from  the 
sergeant  of  the  guard,  that  in  mess  No.  49  and  Barracks  No.  3  a  light 
appeared,  and  that  the  inmates  of  said  mess  and  barracks  were  thrice 
ordered  to  ])ut  out  said  light,  bat  they  persistently  declining  to  do  so, 
thereupon  the  mnsket  was  shot,  and  as  the  result  of  said  shot  and  tir- 
ing Hamilton  McCarroll  of  said  mess  and  barracks  was  killed. 

H.  W.  FRANCIS, 
Capt.  Companif  D,  Fi/tij-Jirst  Neic  Vark  \'ols. 

Sworn  to  before  me  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  this  I2th  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1864. 

SAML.  GALLOWAY, 

Xdtari/  I'ublic  of  Franklin   County,  Ohio, 


Headquarters  Saint  Mary's  District, 

I'oint  Lookout,  Md.,  March  17,  18ii4. 
General  B.  F.  Butler  : 

General:  I  ha\e  received  your  order  of  the  loth  instant  directing 
me  to  cause  to  be  paroled  for  exchange  <io(l  privates  taken  in  (uder  from 
the  list  of  those  who  wish  to  be  exchanged,  and  all  the  convalescents  in 
the  hospitals  who  are  able  to  go,  except  from  the  smallpox  hosiiital. 
That  has  been  done,  the  convalescents  numbering  320. 

The  order  further  directs  me  to  send  •' fifty  officers,  taken  from  that 
list,  paroled,  iu  same  proportion  as  in  the  last  order."     Fifty  officers 
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taken  from  the  list  have  been  paroled  and  sent  as  directed.  But  as 
only  one  colonel,  one  lienteuautcolonel,  and  uo  majjor  remain  on  the  list, 
the  "same  proportion  as  in  the  last  order'"  could  not  be  maintained. 

I  have  completed  the  titty  by  taking-  captains  and  lieutenants  from 
the  list  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
majors. 

You  are  familiar  with  the  doctrine  of  vy  pren  in  law,  applied  to  the 
interpretation  of  wills,  which  requires,  when  the  intention  of  the  testator 
cannot  be  literally  executed,  that  it  shall  be  executed  as  nearly  as 
possible,  and  that  rule  I  have  applied  to  your  order. 

G.  MAESTON, 
Briijadier- General,  Commanding. 


Mai 


Office  Commissary* ;knekal  of  Prisoners, 

Wi(sliii)(jtoH,  J).  C,  March  IT,  1364. 
Gen.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 
Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Washington.  D.  C: 
General  :  As  a  basis  for  a  further  iiartial  exchange  of  prisoners  of 
^var  I  would  respectfully  present  the  following  memoranda.     Brigadier- 
Geueral  Meredith,  commissioner  for  exchange,  received  at  City"  Point 
from  Mr.  Oukl  the  following  deliveries,  viz:  " 


Date. 

Delh 

.rios. 

,  Equiva- 
1    lent  in 
j  privates. 

Total. 

lt-03. 
Sepr.  33 

171 
575 

107 
5ii4 

■:o 

155 

:9 

917 

773 

J8 

iiakiDy:  a  total  in  privates 

of. 

213 

ilajor-General  Butler,  commissioner  for  exchanges,  made  the  follow- 
ing deli\'eries  of  rebel  prisoners  at  City  Point: 


Date. 

Deli 

•eries. 

Equiva- 
lent in 
privates 

Total. 

l>i;:i. 
Dei.    2o 

20 
158 
421 

siouuil  officers 

"S 

.';  ..ni,vr< 

509 
20 

Jan.    :;il 

Mai'.    U 

1    "IIHiT     

]  :ii  n..i;-,'uHun 

ed'i.ffc'fV-"'    ■ 

:;56 

2fii) 
670 

■i 

.s^iHiied  olKce: 

Total... 

1.  2*1) 

Tlie  several  deliveiies  nbo\e  stated  balance  each  other  save  one  man, 
and  tht-y  ir.ay  be  declared  exchanged  as  equivalents. 

I  am.  aeneral,  verv  respectfulh',  \our  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infaninj.  (''•iinnisKanj-General  of  Prisoners, 
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Office  CojimissabyGeneral  of  PRi.soNERy, 

WushiiKjton,  IK  v.,  March  17,  1864. 
Col.  NV.  P.  Kichakdson, 

CommuiulliKj  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
Colonel:  By  tlirectiou  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  hereafter, 
when  a  prisoner  of  war  is  shot  by  a  sentinel  for  violating  the  regula- 
tions of  the  post,  immediately  order  a  Ixjard  of  officers  to  iuvostrf^ate 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  show  that  the  act  was  Justitiabte.  a 
full  report  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  this  office  with  your  remarks. 
It  is  necessary  that  both  the  guard  and  the  prisoners  should  be  fully 
informed  of  the  regulations  or  orders  by  which  they  are  to  be  governed, 
and  when  a  sentinel  Hnds  it  necessary  to  tire  upon  a  jtrisoner  he  must 
be  able  to  show  that  he  was  governed  strictly  by  the  orders  he  received, 
and  that  the  prisoner  or  prisoners  willfully  disregarded  his  cautions  of 
orders.  Rigid  disci]>line  must  be  preserved  among  the  prisoners,  but 
great  care  must  be  observed  that  no  wanton  excesses  or  cruelties  are 
committed  under  the  plea  of  enforcing  orders.  Should  a  prisoner  be 
wounded  by  a  sentinel  he  will  immediately  be  taken  to  the  hospital, 
where  he  must  have  proper  attention  from  the  surgeon  in  charge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  IIOFF3IAX, 
Coloiul,  Third  Iiifantni  and  C<Jiumissari/-Geiicral  of  Prisoners. 

(Same  to  Col.  A.  J.  .rohnsou,  commanding  Depot  Prisoners  of  War, 
Kock  Island,  111. ;  Col.  William  Weer,  commanding  military  prison,  Alton, 
111.:  Col.  A.  A.  Stevens,  commanding  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  iJurke,  commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  Xew  York  Harbor; 
Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  commanding  Fort  McHenry,  IJaltiiiune,  Md.:  Maj. 
Stephen  Cabot,  commanding  Fort  Warren.  Bo.ston  Harbor,  Mass. ;  Brig. 
Geu.  A.  Schoepf.  commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.;  Col.  .1.  P.  Sander- 
son, provostmarshal-gencral.  Department  of  the  Mis.souri,  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.:  Brig.  (len.  \\'.  W.  Orme,  commanding  post,  Chicago,  111.;  Capt. 
S.  E.  Jones,  provost-marshal,  Louisville,  Ky.) 


War   Department,  Washington  Cifii,  March  iN.  i^(,7. 
Hon.  CriDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  yavy,  Washin(jtnn,  D.  C: 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  ICth  instant  calling  attention  to  the  case  of  tlie 
sufferers  in  Southern  dungeons  and  inclosing  a  letter  received  by  the 
mother  of  Ensign  \\.  H.  iNnter.  F.  S.  Navy,  proving  that  he  is  still  in 
irons,  as  also  Lieut.  F.  P.  Williams,  V ,  S.  Navy,  and  a.-king  that 
retaliatory  measures  may  be  taken  to  mete  out  to'  Commander  Webb 
and  others.  luentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  L'Kth  Decemlier  last,  Minilar 
treatment. 

In  rejily  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  advise  you  that  vour  commu- 
nication, with  its  inclosures,  has  been  referred  to"3Iajor-(  lenenil  i;iitler. 
Department  of  \'irginia  and  Xorth  Carolina,  with  instructions  to  api)ly 
the  retaliatory  measures  therein  indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

ED.  K.  S.  CAXBV. 
Uriijadier-dencral  and  Assistant  Adji'tant-(lt  ncral. 

•38    R    R — SERIES    II,  VOL    VI 


1074  PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,  ETC. 

Fort  Monroe,  March  18,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War: 

Unless  there  are  specific  charges  against  ^lorgan's  officers,  confiued 
in  the  Columbus  peuitentiarj^.  I  think  it  would  advance  the  public  serv- 
ice to  have  them  released  and  sent  to  me  at  Point  Lookout.  Will  you 
l)lease  order  it? 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Com manding. 


War  DErARTiiENT,  Washington  City,  March  IS,  1864. 
Major.-CTeneral  Butler,  Fortress  Monroe: 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Morgan  is  organizing  anotlier  raid 
and  it  is  inexpedient  to  release  his  officers  before  their  regular  turn. 
1  had  ordered  them  to  Fort  Delaware  some  davs  ago. 

EDWlis^  M.  STANTOX. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fortress  Monroe,  JiFarcii  l^,  1S64. 
Secretary  of  War  : 

1  had  not  intended  releasing  Morgan's  officers  at  all.  only  to  get 
them  out  of  a  penitentiary,  as  reprisals  were  informally  notified  to  me 
and  I  did  not  wish  to  vield  after  formal  action  of  the  rebels. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE. 
Major-Uenerul,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina. 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  J[arch   l^,  1864. 
Hon.  Eobert  Otld.  Aiitnit  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  inform  nie  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Francis 
Lowe,  master  of  the  schooner  .Tulia  Baker,  captured  while  engaged  in 
gathering  oysters  at  the  mouth  of  .Tames  Kiver  on  the  li'th  instant.' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEX.J.  F.  BTTLEK. 
Major-General  and   Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


ITdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 

Fort  Monroe,  \'a.,  March  IS,  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Hall,  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  goes  to  City  Point  in  a  few  days  with  the  body  of 
Lieut.  -Julian  <.'ummiug.     Will  you  please  notify  ilr.  C.  C.  Cumming, 
of  Augusta,  (ra.,  of  this  fact  and  ask  him  to  meet  it  at  City  Point .' 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfullv.  yours,  \'c.. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchanae. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  ]'a.,  March  IS,  1S64. 
Hon.  EoBERT  OuLD,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Rii-hmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  your  authorities  make  a  special  excluuiKe  of  Private  D. 
C'owles,  Company  B,  Tenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  a  prisoner  of  war  at 
Danville,  Va. .' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oltedient  servant, 

HENJ.  F.  BCTLEH. 
Major- General  and   Commignioner  for  Exchange. 


Washington  Citv,  D.  C,  March  IS,  ls6i. 
Hon.  Edwin  ;\r.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  statement  of  prisoners 
of  war  received  and  delivered  at  City  Point  since  the  last  authorized 
declaration  of  exchange,  which  was  made  up  to  September  1  last.' 
The  statement  has  been  nuide  by  Colonel  Hotfman,  Commissary-General 
of  Prisoners,  from  otticial  data.  I  desire  to  state  that  the  regular  sys- 
tem of  exchanges  had  partially  ceased  through  the  action  of  the  rebel 
authorities  some  months  prior  to  the  1st  of  September,  but  as  the  cartel 
had  not  been  declared  null,  deliveries  coufnued  to  be  made  for  a  time, 
by  which  we  came  into  possession  of  most  of  the  prisoners  embraced 
in  the  statement  of  Colonel  Hotfman.  At  length,  however,  the  rebel 
agent,  Mr.  Ould.  m-  violation  of  tlie  cartel  and  in  defiance  of  all  author- 
ity, gave  notice  to  (ieneral  ireredith  that  he  would  on  a  certain  day 
declare  exchanged  a  long  body  of  prisoners  who  had  been  captured, 
and  paroled  by  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  giving  General  Meredith 
notice  at  the  same  time  that  he  might  make  a  corresponding  declara- 
tion. The  declaration  to  the  1st  of  September  was  then  made  on  our 
part  as  our  only  recourse  at  that  time;  but  the  irregularity  in  the 
coarse  of  'SVv.  Ould  nuule  it  proper  and.  as  I  considered,  necessary  to 
ci'ase  making  <-ither  deliveries  or  declarations  until  some  proper  nuder- 
-tandiug  could  be  had  with  the  reliel  authorities.  The  few  deliveries 
made  by  Mr.  Ould  subseiiueutly  to  the  1st  of  September  I  could  look 
upon  in  no  otlier  light  than  as  attempts  on  his  part  to  draw  from  us 
the  indirect  sanction  to  his  proceedings,  which  he  would  have  urged  had 
we  declared  them  exchanged ;  and  it  is  certain  that  if  we  had  tlius  grati- 
hed  him  he  would  have  urged  our  own  proceedings  as  a  full . justification 
of  himself.  I  coidd  make  this  more  plain  by  going  more  into  detail,  but 
1  deem  it  unnecessary.  We  have  latterly  made  deliveries  of  prisoners 
ourselves,  but  without  receiving  full  eiiuivalents,  and  I  now  suggest 
that  upon  the  principle  contained  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  cartel  (I  do 
not  say  under  the  cartel  itself,  which  has  been  practically  abrogated) 
we  have  a  right  to  declare  exchanged  a  number  of  our  own  officers  and 
men  now  on  parol.'  corresponding  to  the  number  of  rebel  prisoners 
delivered  at  City  Point  since  the  1st  of  Seittember. 
Very  respectfullv.  j'our  (jbedieut  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Gcneral  of  Volunteers  and  Conrmissioner  of  Excltange. 

-See  Mareh  17,  p.  Iu72. 
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Office  Coioiissaey-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C  March  IS,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman. 

Vommandiiui  Xorthern  Department,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
General  :  By  tlirection  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please  give 
the  uece.ssary  orders  for  the  transfer  of  prisoners  of  war  now  in  the  Ohio 
penitentiary  to  Fort  Delaware.  Please  order  an  ample  guard  and  have 
every  precaution  taken  that  none  escape.  Instruct  the  commander  of 
the  guard  to  permit  the  prisoners  to  have  no  communication  with  any 
jiersou  by  the  way,  and  notify  the  commanders  at  Pittsburg,  Harris- 
burg,  and  Philadelphia  of  their  coming,  so  that  guards  may  be  present 
to  secure  their  safe  transfer  from  one  train  to  another.  A  steamer  will 
be  prepared  at  Philadelphia  to  receive  them,  but  the  guard  will  con- 
tinue with  them  to  Fort  Delaware,  and  all  should  be  prepared  with 
cooked  rations  for  their  whole  route.  They  should  be  transported  iu 
passenger  cars,  well  supplied  with  water  and  lights,  and  the  time  of 
reaching  Philadelphia  before  0  p.  m.  should  be  fixed,  to  be  provided  for 
in  the  contract.  Send  with  them  duplicate  rolls,  one  copy  to  be  retained 
by  the  officer  in  charge,  and  furnish  a  copy  to  this  (jffice.  The  officer 
iu  charge  will  take  receipts  for  all  delivered,  and  will  give  the  names, 
with  rank,  >S:c.,  of  all  not  delivered,  stating  what  became  of  them.  His 
rejwrt  should  be  made  through  you  immediately  on  his  return.  If  the 
prisoners  have  money  in  the  hands  of  any  officer  please  have  it  sent 
with  them  to  be  delivered  to  the  commander  at  Fort  Delaware.  The 
rolls  required  are  the  ordinary  rolls,  not  the  parole-rolls.  The  rebel 
oflicers  now  at  Camp  Chase  have  also  been  ordered  to  Fort  Delaware, 
and  it  will  perhaps  be  convenient  to  send  both  parties  at  the  same  time. 
If  you  should  Judge  this  to  be  the  most  advisable  course,  will  you  please 
issue  the  necessary  orders  ?  I  send  instructions  by  today's  mail  to 
Colonel  Kichardson  for  the  movement  of  the  officers  under  his  imme- 
diate charge. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Culoiifl  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

P.  S. — Please  notify  me  bv  telegraph  of  the  time  when  thev  will  leave, 

W.  HOFFMAX. 

; Similar  instructions  to  commanding  officer  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.) 

Houston,  March  IS,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Boggs: 

The  Cincinnati  (Commercial  of  February  2G  copies  from  Richmond 
papers  of  I'Uth  the  act  passed  by  Congress  authorizing  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  President,  Secretary  of  War, 
and  commander  of  Trans-Mississi[)pi  Department.  It  covers  the  case 
of  Baldwin,  Peebles,  Zinke,  Hillebrand,  and  Zeeliger,  who  have  sued 
out  a  writ  before  the  supreme  C(nirt  at  Austin. 
Could  you  suspend  the  writ  iu  this  case? 

.1.  B.  MAGEUDEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters.  Snn  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  IS,  1S64. 
MaJ.  L.  G.  Aldrich, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Houston,  Te.r. : 

ISrA.JOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation received  from  the  Hon.  James  H.  Bell,  one  of  the  associate 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State. 

From  this  it  will  lie  perceived  the  sajtreme  court  has  suspended  a 
trial  of  the  prisoners  Peebles,  Baldwin.  Ziuke.  Hillebrand,  and  Zeeliger 
until  the  major-general  commanding  could  be  communicated  with,  and 
that  the  prisoners  have  been  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of 
Travis  County.  Should  the  major-general  desire  these  parties  j)rose- 
cuted  he  will  doubtless  furnish  such  evidence  against  them  as  he  con- 
trols for  the  consideration  of  the  court. 

I  would  most  respectfully  suggest,  in  the  event  that  these  prisoners 
are  returned  to  the  military  authoritj-  by  the  supreme  court,  that  the 
prisoners  would  be  safer  if  confined  at  Austin  than  at  San  Antonio. 
In  San  Antonio  there  is  a  formidable  mobocratic  element  which  has 
been  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  commit  violence  upon  the  pris- 
oners, whilst  Austin  is  free  of  this  element. 

Information  of  a   reliable  character  has  been  received  by  way  of 
Eagle  Pass  from  Matamoras  that  the  Federals  were  leaving  Browns- 
ville for  New  (Jrleaus  on  the  1st  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  servant. 

THOS.  E.  SXEED. 
Lieutenant,  Commandimj  Post. 

;inclo5ure.] 

ArsTiN,  Mariii   11.  ISH-L 
Lieut.  Thomas  E.  Sneed: 

Sir:  Captain  Euiz,  who  was  required  by  you  to  bring  certain  polit- 
ical prisoners,  viz,  Peebles,  Baldwin,  Zinke,  and  two  others  before  the 
supreme  court  of  Texas,  in  obedience  to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  issued 
for  that  purpose,  has  discharged  his  duty  in  the  matter  by  bringing 
the  said  prisoners  before  the  court;  and  as  the  case  of  the  said  pris- 
oners is  necessarily  postponed  until  (reneral  Magruder  can  be  commu- 
nicated with,  the  prisoners  have  been  ordered  by  the  court  into  the 
custody  iif  the  sheriff  of  Travis  County  until  the  final  judgment  of 
this  court  in  the  case  shall  be  rendered.  If  the  court,  upon  hearing  of 
the  case,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  prisoners  are  not  entitled  to  be 
discharged  from  custody,  they  will  be  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the 
military  officer  in  command  at  this  jilace. 
ifespectfullv. 

-TAMES    H.  BFLL. 
Associate  -Ivstiee  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
2)resiilini/  in  tlie  absiinf  of  the  Chief  Justice. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  PRisr,>-ERS. 

Washinijton,   />.  C.  March   VK  1^64. 
Mai.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga.  Tenn.  : 
General:  In  reply  to  your  reference  of  the  case  of  Charles  "VVhilan, 
hospital  steward  nf  the  rebel  army,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  decided 
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bj-  the  War  Department  that  hospital  stewards  shall  be  considered 
non-combatants.  Accordingly  hereafter  when  captured  they  will  not 
be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  will  be  sent  beyond  our  lines  at  the 
most  convenient  point  and  unconditionally  discharged,  as  in  the  case 
of  surgeons  and  chaplains. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  In/anti-y  and  Commissary- General  of  Frisoners. 


General  Orders,  (       Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

^"0.  35.  y  Richmond,  Ta.,  March  19,  1864. 

y.  Until  exchanged  and  reassembled  the  offlcers  and  men  of  cap- 
tured organizations  will  be  temporarily  assigned  by  the  general  com- 
mauding  the  deijartmeut  in  which  the  troops  have  been  serving  to 
deplete  organizations  in  the  service,  or  to  such  other  duty  as  the  com- 
manding general  may  direct.  To  this  end  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
officers  of  the  Conscription  Bureau  in  the  several  States  to  return  to 
the  general  commanding  the  department  in  which  the  troops  have  last 
served  such  ofdcers  and  soldiers  as  are  now,  or  may  be  hereafter,  absent 
from  duty  on  account  of  the  capture  of  their  commands.* 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters,  Austin,  Tex.,  March  19,  1864. 
Capt.  E.  r.  Turner,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Houston: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Special  Orders, 
Xo.  74,  paragraph  IX,  and  in  reference  thereto  beg  to  state  that  prior  to 
the  receipt  of  said  order  the  prisoners  referred  to  were  turned  over  to 
the  sheriff  of  this  county,  who  has  them  in  charge  now,  and  who 
declines  to  have  a  military  guard  placed  over  them,  saying  that  he 
'•  cau  tind  enough  men  to  protect  and  defend  them." 

I  conferred  with  the  Governor.  He  is  of  oi)iuion  that  the  men  should 
be  guarded.  I  have  offered  and  urged  the  protection  of  the  military 
here  for  those  men  and  it  has  been  positively  refused  and  declined. 

If  I  nuiy  be  permitted  to  suggest  or  offer  my  opiuiou  the  prisoners  are 
not  safe  as  now  held.  They  cau  in  my  judgment  escape  at  any  niomeut, 
and  although  I  have  not  placed  a  guard  over  them  yet,  if  vigilance  on 
my  part  can  prevent  escape  they  are  safe  in  that  particular. 

The  prisoners  not  having  been  turned  over  to  me,  the  sherili'  haviug 
charge  of  them,  and  the  guard  that  brought  them  here  from  San 
Antonio  having  returned  (they  did  not  report  to  me  at  all)  before  the 
receipt  of  the  order,  I  have  not  taken  any  further  steps  to  guard  them, 
nor  will  without  special  orders  so  to  do,  at  tlie  risk  of  clashing  with 
the  civil  authorities,  ileautime  all  the  protection  in  my  power  shall  be 
aflbrded  them.     I  await  orders. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  SPARKS, 
Major,  Commanding  Post. 


'  See  General  Orders,  No.  42,  paragraph  VI,  April  14,  Vol.  VII,  this  series. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE.  1079 

T>  s  — I  do  not  by  auy  uieaus  desire  to  disobey  the  order  or  to  shrink 
from  tlie  uerfonnance  of  auy  duty;  on  the  coutrary  I  ouly  <iuestioii  my 
right  or  autho.'ity  to  act  iu  the  premises  now  and  the  desire  ot  major- 
..eneral  commanding  to  have  the  action  ordered  earned  into  execution 
as  the  case  stands,  as  he  was  not  aware  ot  the  tacts  now  existing  when 

*''Meautiu\e'Ti-ihince   shall  be  used  to  guard,  protect,  and  prevent 
escape  of  prisoners  by  all  the  force  under  me  or  at  my  command. 
^    Very  rcspectfullv,  your  obedient  servant,^^  ^^    SPARKS, 

.][(ij(ir.  CiiinmundliKi  Post. 
Wak  Department,  W'i'shlii'jto,!.  1>.  r.,  M.irck  Ji,  isui. 

Siu-  The'secretary  of  NVar  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
by  reference  f  on  the  CommissaryGeneral  of  Prisoners,  ot  yon^  com- 
mu  li  ations  of  the  4th  and  11th  instant.  In  reply  to  y^''y^'\'^f' 
the  transfer  to  Point  Lookout  of  the  prisoners  ot  war  now  at  h  oi  t  Dela- 
ware mi  instructed  to  say  that  the  Secretary  does  not  deem  i  expe- 
hent  o  appro  et  from  the  fact  that  he  considers  the  last-named  place 
bvfi  he  safer  of  the  two.  With  regard  to  your  suggestions  tor  a 
declirvtou  exchange  the  Secretary  does  not  consider  the  alleged 
Hct  at  a  1  the  equivalents  are  serving  in  the  Confederate  Army  against 
us  \dle  we  cannot  make  the  declaration,  as  a  sutticient  reason  tor  us 
o  d  s  -ard  the  proi^er  rules  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  nor  does  he 
think  that  the  proper  remedy  of  such  irregularities  is  to  be  found  in 
foUowinu-  Mr.  Quid's  example. 

Very  respectfully.  &c.,  ^.^^    ^._  ^    CANBY. 

];yi<l,ulhr-Gciund  and  Assistant  AdJHtant-Oenrral. 
jCopy  to  Col.  W.  Uoliman.) 

L\SP£rXOR-(iENERAL'S   OPITCE, 

Ch'trUsti'ti,  S.  C,  .Varch   :.'!,  L^tii. 
Lieut.  Col.  ALFRED   Koman: 

colonel:  Pursuant  to  orders  I  visited  on  l^^^^]"^  l^f^^.^^^ 
Charleston  jail  in  order  to  investigate  the  complaints  ot  the  1  ederai 
prisoners^  aSo^^  the  fare  of  this  prison  and  the  treatment  they  met 

^'?h:\>S:e;rS>i^e  ;;^te'h[ghest  terms  of  the  kindnesses  bestowed 

'^Elditeen  deserters  stated  to  n.e  that  they  could  ^^^^  ~^";i«;i^^ 
comnlam  though  tliey  had  asked  one  ot  the  prisoners  to  ^Mite  a  letter 
to  lies  "headquarters  calling  their  attention  upon  the  unwholesome 
Sud  ion  o  the  fare;  that  they  were  tired  of  the  war.  were  anxious 
to  be  set  at  liberrv  in  order  to  work  ,n  one  of  the  f.oyermuent  shop. 
or  to  be  sent  back'to  their  native  phices-Canada  and  Ireland. 
Kespectfully  submitted.  ^'ELVIL  SOULE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General.^ 
'  ^e  William  A.  Young  ,tud  otUers  lo  Beauregard,  p.  1U5T. 
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Fort  Monroe,  March  22,  1864. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

On  tbe  1st  of  April  the  Confederate  money  which  you  have  got  by 
the  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress  becomes  worthless.  Had  you  not 
better  send  it  to  me  and  let  me  forward  it  to  our  prisoners  in  Rich- 
mond? Even  if  the  Confederates  should  seize  it  it  would  be  worth  no 
more  to  them  than  it  is  now  in  our  vaults.  There  is  necessity  for 
prompt  action  in  tlie  matter,  as  the  1st  of  April  approaches. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-Generah 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Vielsbt(r(j,  Miss.,  March  32,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  X.  G.  Watts, 

Agent  of  Exelianfie,  C.  S.  Army: 
Colonel:  Your  communication  in  relation  to  exchange  of  prisoners, 
&c.,  is  received,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding, 
to  wliom  it  is  addressed,  I  would  say  that  I  have  received  no  instruc- 
tions that  will  allow  me  to  comply  with  your  proposition,  regretting 
also  that  I  cannot,  under  the  circumstances,  com])ly  with  your  request 
for  permission  to  remove  the  body  of  Capt.  Paul  Hamilton,  now 
buried  within  our  lines.  In  the  matter  of  Doctor  Davis,  who  is,  as  you 
say,  a  citizen  and  not  connected  with  the  army,  I  would  state  that  he 
has  been  sent  North,  and  will  no  doubt  be  treated  according  to  the 
merits  of  his  case. 

1  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfullv, 

J.  McARTHUR, 
Bru/adier-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  CommissarvGeneral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C.  March  22,  1804. 
B.  FPvANK  Palmer,  Xeir  York: 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  relation  to  supplyiriu'  artiticial  limbs  to  prisoners  of 
war,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  as  long  as  the  prisoners  are 
in  our  hands  you  will  be  permitted  to  deliver  any  limbs  you  may  have 
been  authorized  to  make,  but  when  the  prisoners  have  been  delivered 
beyond  our  lines  the  same  rules  will  apply  then  to  the  furnishing  of 
aititicial  limbs  as  to  any  otlun-  article  of  trade. 
Verr  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel  Third  infanirij  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  or  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C.  March  22,  ISfll. 
3Iaj  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  T>''partment  of  the  Gulf,  Xew  Orleans,  La. : 
(General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  letter  of  the  2d 
ultimo,  addressed  to  the  AdjutantGeueral.  covering  correspondence  ia 
relation  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners  in  Western  Louisiana,  and  the 
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cartel  under  wliieb  the  exchange  was  efVeeted,  Las  been  received  at 
this  oftice.  With  tlie  papers  acconipanying  yonr  letter  are  two  lists, 
one  of  440  paroled  men.  Federal  troops,  and  one  of  2,51  exchanged  Fed- 
eral troops.  incliKiino-  officers  and  enlisted  men,  with  a  list  of  the  rebel 
equivalents  f<n  whom  they  were  exchanged.  The  list  of  rebel  prisoners 
sent  North,  which  you  mention,  has  not  been  received  at  this  office,  nor 
have  I  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  any  prisoners  of  war  captured  in 
Western  Louisiana.  The  only  prisoners  received  at  New  York  from 
your  department  are  '222  officers  capturetl  at  Port  Hudson.  I  am 
therefore  unable  to  designate  the  prisoners  whom  you  desire  to  be 
returned  for  delivery  in  exchange  for  Federal  troops  received  on  parole 
as  required  by  the  cartel. 

Verv  lesnectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

'    ■  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Coliiitel   Third   Tnl'itutry  <i)i<l   Voinmisstiyii-iiiueral  of  Frinomrs. 


Office  Cd^iiMissAUY-GEXERAL  of  Pri.soxers, 

\V,ish!iiflti,ii.  />.  r.,  Mitrvh   ^'J.  1S6L 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  P.  Small, 

Voyumismry  of  Siihsi.stoicc.  Fort  Monroe.  Va.: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  -0th  instant*  in  rehition  to  the  rations  to  be  issued  to  pris- 
oners of  war.  In  establishing  the  scale  which  accompanied  my  circular 
of  the  7th  of  July.  ISiiL',  as  it  was  somewhat  experimental,  I  left  it  to 
some  extent  at  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  officer  to  make  such 
moditications  as  might  be  found  necessary.  At  Point  Lookout  some 
articles  of  the  rations  have  been  reduced  below  the  scale,  but  this  has 
been  made  uii  by  the  purchase  of  vegetables  and  other  articles,  and  I 
have  therefore  not  thouglit  it  necessary  to  interfere.  The  fund  at  Point 
liOokout  is  very  large,  much  of  it  very  properly  remaining  as  a  credit 
against  the  subsistence  department,  but  this  credit  is  not  shown  by 
the  accounts  of  the  commissary,  and  1  rei|uest  that  hereafter  his 
accounts  may  show  not  only  the  amount  of  money  on  iiand.  but  also 
the  amount  due  from  the  subsistence  department,  and  this  account 
should  lie  carried  forward  from  month  to  month.  Xo  instructions  have 
been  issued  recently  in  regard  to  the  issueof  rations,  except  a  few  days 
since  to  make  the  ration  of  potatoes  conform  to  the  regulations.  It  has 
been  a  little  in  execs*,  but  1  am  preparing  ration  regulations  ou  this 
subject  which  will  jn-obably  go  into  etfect  on  the  Isf  of  May  and  will 
provide  a  full  system  of  accouutnMlity. 

^'ery  respectfullv.  vour  ooL-dieut  servant. 

W.  nOFFMAX, 

Cohnifl    Tliiril   Tiit\intrii  (iinl   ('o»i  ■ii)s:sorii-(rein'riii  of  Prixonerw 


State  of  SurTii  ('akoli>:a.  F.XEfTTiVE  Department. 

Colinnhiii,  Morcli   JJ.  l--f'4. 
General  Thomas  .Tokdan.  Chief  of  Stuf.  CJiKrlesfon.  s.  (.: 

General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  list  of  the  negroes  captured  on  Morris  Island  in  .'ulj-.  1863, 
and  .lanuary  of  the  present  year,  anil  to  inform  you  that  the  jailer  of 
Charleston  district  has  been" ordered  ro  hold  them  as  State  prisoners 
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from  the  5th  day  of  this  mouth,  the  date  of  your  uotiflcation,  and 
directed  to  supply  their  wants  for  the  future  at  the  expense  of  the 
State.  I  am  also  instructed  by  the  Governor  to  request  information 
for  tile  in  this  department  as  to  whether  the  said  negroes  •'  were  taken 
in  arms  against  the  Confederate  States,  or  giving  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  of  the  Confederate  States,"'  according  to  the  terms  of  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  retaliation, 
approved  the  1st  of  May,  1803.  and  to  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is 
desirable,  in  the  event  of  future  cai)tures  being  made  of  such  persons, 
that  this  department  be  furnished  by  the  military  authority  with  the 
names  of  witnesses  to  prove  the  facts  necessary  to  bring  the  said  per- 
sons within  the  terms  of  the  resolution  above  cited. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  AKTHUH, 

Private  Stvretary. 


Confidential.]  IId^es.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 

Dept.  of  Vikginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  March  :J3,  1804. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  default  of  the  telegraph  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  by  the 
Hag-of-truce  boat,  via  Annapolis,  the  report  that  I  have  received  03 
officers  and  905  men,  paroled  for  exchange.  This  number  is  an  excess 
of  the  number  last  sent  up.  and  nearly  e(iualized  the  whole  number 
between  us.  I  have  now  got  the  matter  of  exchange  to  such  a  point 
that  I  think  we  uniy  go  through  upon  a  proper  basis.  I  have,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  the  rebel  commissioner,  Ould,  to  have  him  meet  me, 
which  he  intends  to  do  ou  the  first  days  of  next  week,  at  Fort  Monroe. 

We  have  not  received  Colonel  Dahlgren's  body,  for  reasons  which  I 
believe  are  not  within  the  control  of  the  Confederate  officers.  I  trust 
at  least  that  matters  are  so  far  arranged  that  if  we  do  not  go  on  with 
the  exchange  upou  an  honorable  and  equitable  basis  we  shall  be  in  a 
condition  to  W(u-k  such  proper  and  thorough  retaliation  as  will  bring 
these  rebels  to  their  senses.  Therefore  I  desire  that  the  most  active 
measures  be  taken  to  transport  all  the  prisoners  we  can  to  Point  Look- 
out. I  will  be  ready  to  receive  at  Baltimi)re  these  prisoners  as  fast  as 
they  can  be  put  there,  because  if  we  are  successful,  as  I  believe  we  may 
be,  I  wish  to  luive  the  whole  exchange  business  finished  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks,  so  as  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  spring  campaign. 

I  have  marked  this  letter  -'coutideutiar'  because  I  am  anxious  that  no 
portion  of  the  terms  of  exchange,  or  even  my  meeting  with  the  com- 
missioner, gets  into  the  newspapers  before  my  arrangements  are  per- 
fected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Cviiiinanditiij. 


llEAD(a'AKTERS    U.   S.    FORCES, 

Vickubitry,  Mtsn.,  March  :>o,  1S(>4. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee. 

Command'uiij  Confederate  Forces,  Jackson,  Miss.: 
Sir:  There  being  a  few  of  our  wounded  soldiers  at  Clintoa  and 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  it  being  inconvenient  for  us  to  send  them  supplies 
at  these  places,  1  respectfully  forward  by  tlag  of  truce  conveyances  to 
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move  them  iuto  Vioksburg,  ami  earuestly  rei|uest  you  to  grant  us  this 
privilege  as  it  will  relieve  bdtU  Goverumeuts  of  au  uunecessary  ex- 
pense; and  it  being  tiie  duty  of  every  good  ofdeer  as  well  as  every  good 
government  to  provide  as  well  as  it  can  for  the  care  of  its  wounded,  1  feel 
it  my  duty  to  send  for  these  men,  and  trust  that  you  will  permit  them  to 
be  brought  to  Vicksburg.  Doctor  Touipkius.  in  charge  of  flag  of  truce, 
is  also  desirous  of  obtaining  the  body  of  liis  brother-in-law,  buried 
near  .Fackson,  Miss.  I  trust  you  will  perudt  him  to  bring  it  with  him, 
as  no  inconvenience  can  arise  to  you,  and  it  will  be  personally  gratify- 
ing to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

.1.  McAETHUK, 
Brhjadkr- General,  CominunduKj. 


HEADQUARTEK.S    UEPARTilENT    <iF    THE    OHIO, 

March  23,  1801. 
Lieut.  Gen.  .J.  Longstreet, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  East  Tennessee: 

General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  — ,  proposing  au 
exchange  of  prisoners.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  am  now 
prepared  to  offer  an  exchange  of  citizens  held  as  prisoners  by  the 
United  States  for  an  e(iual  number  of  citizens  held  as  prisoners  by  the 
Confederate  authorities,  and  1  inclose  herewith  lists  of  prisoners  whose 
exchange  is  proposed.* 

If  you  will  accept  rhis  proposition  and  will  send  the  prisoners  within 
named  within  our  lines,  I  will  in  leturu  send  tliose  named  within  your 
lines,  or  release  them  with  permissiou  to  remain  within  our  lines  if 
they  prefer  to  so  remain  and  there  be  no  good  reason  for  sending 
them  beyond.  If  it  should  be  found  that  any  of  those  named  in  either 
list  have  been  released,  or  exchanged,  or  are  dead,  then  au  equal  num- 
ber of  other  prisoners  of  the  same  character  to  be  substituted  for  them. 

You  have  a  number  of  citizen  prisoners  in  excess  of  those  held  by  me. 

Permit  me  to  suggest,  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  that  this  excess 
be  paroled  and  sent  within  my  lines.  Their  detention  can  do  your 
cause  no  good  nor  mine  any  harm.  Their  release  can  do  you  no  harm 
provided  they  be  sent  beyond  your  lines.  If  you  determine  uiion  tlii-^ 
humane  course  toward  the  Union  citizens  of  East  Tennessee  your 
action  will  not  be  forgotten,  but  will  be  reciprocated  upon  those  claim- 
ing to  be  Confederate  citizens  who  reside  within  the  limits  now  occu- 
pied, or  which  by  the  chances  of  war  may  hereafter  be  occupied,  by 
this  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  authority  does  not  extend 
to  the  exchange  of  military  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCnOFIELl), 
Major-deneral,  Coiniiiaitdiiii/. 

;F:rsr  indor^erueni] 

Headvuaktees  Department  of  East  Tennessee, 

April  J,  ISdJ. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  with  recommenda- 
tion for  exchange. 

J.  LO^'GSTKEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Coniinandint;. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 


The  Commissioner  of  ExchaDge,  Mr.  OuLD: 
What  do  you  advise  on  this  proposition  ?* 


April  21,  18C4. 


J.  A.  S.. 

Secretary. 


Medical  Director's  Office, 

Eichmond,  Va.,  March  33,  1S64. 
General  John  H.  "Winder. 

Commanding  Department  of  Henrico,  Eichmond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  respectfully  request  that  you  forward  this  communica- 
tion, with  inclosures,  that  it  may  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Brent  and  Surg.  T.  G.  Eichardson, 
Eichmond.  Marth  14,  on  theiuspectionof  prison  hospitals  in  Eichmond. 

I  request  that  inclosures  Xo.  3,  No.  7,  and  No.  8,  with  indorsements, 
be  perused  before  deciding  the  causes  of  the  mortality  at  these  prisons, 
and  that  especially  the  commissary  abstracts  for  Belle  Isle  for  the  last 
four  months  be  consulted.  The  great  mortality  and  suffering  among 
our  prisoners  has  been  a  cause  of  constant  anxiety  and  painful  solici- 
tude to  me.  Daily  reports  have  been  made  to  the  general  commanding 
and  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  mortality,  &c.  Inclosures  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 
5,  and  6  will  show  that  I  made  requisitions  on  the  proper  authority  for 
additional  hospital  accommodation,  and  named  the  Texa.s  Hospital,  Gen- 
eral Hospital  No.  10,  General  Hospital  No.  20,  General  Hospital  No.  23, 
in  succession,  as  proper  buildings.  I  also  offered  the  Third  Alabama 
Hospital  when  closed,  and  proposed  to  use  for  this  purpose  Howard's 
Grove  Hospital,  which  has  1,150  beds,  is  temporarily  closed,  and  is  iso- 
lated from  the  city  and  all  other  buildings;  or  part  of  Chimborazo  Hos- 
pital, which  has  3,200  beds.  I  was  informed  that  they  could  not  be  used 
for  this  purpose,  as  guard  sufficient  could  not  be  furnished,  and  that 
only  in  buildings  with  several  stories  and  few  entrances  could  the  sick 
and  wounded  prisoners  be  guarded  with  the  force  furnished.  As  it  was, 
I  know  tliat  quite  frequent  escapes  occurred. 

No.  2  is  the  action  taken  on  the  paper  of  Surgeon  Wilkins,  marked  A. 

No.  6  is  his  application,  marked  B,  with  my  reference  and  indorse- 
ments. 

I  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Surgeon-General  in  a  per- 
sonal interview,  told  him  of  the  difticulties  existing,  and  that  I  had 
represented  the  violation  of  hygienic  laws  in  the  prisons  and  prison 
hiispitals  without  efl'ect,  and  understood  from  his  remarks  that  the  mat- 
ter was  one  of  international  policy  and  military  control.  There  was  an 
inspection  made  of  the  hospitals  and  prisons  by  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  the  use  of  the  agent  of  exchange.  General  John 
n.  ^lorgan  and  a  committee  of  escaped  officers  inspected  them  and  a 
committee  of  Congress  also,  and  they  all  reported  favorably  and  approv- 
ingly. At  this  time  I  adopted  the  conviction  that  the  existing  state  of 
things  was  known  and  approved  by  the  Department  for  the  purposes  of 
diplomatic  policy,  or  forced  upon  them  by  the  stern  necessities  of  the 
occasion.  1  lost  no  occasion  to  make  known  to  the  proper  authorities 
the  violation  of  ordinary  hygienic  laws,  and  while  I  looked  upon 
the  spectacle  with  great  mortification,  I  was  deterred  from  further 
remonstrances  by  a  feeling  that  it  was  supererogatory,  and  might  be 
understood  as  disrespectful.     Large,  well-ventilated,  and  completely 

'  See  Ould  tu  Seddon,  Apnl  23,  1«U.  Vol.  VII,  this  series. 
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organized  hospitals  near  the  city  have  been  empty  during  the  whole  of 
this  time.  They  were  oftered  aiul  refused.  1  dissent  from  the  otWcers' 
report  as  far  as  the  principal  cause  of  mortality  is  stated  to  be  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  hospital,  and  request  that  the  luclosures  Xos. 
3.  7,  and  S  lie  considered  and  the  facts  therein  referred  to  be  investi- 
<^ated  and  considered.  (See  note.)  From  the  facts  above  considered  I 
do  not  consider  myself  responsible  fur  ur  compromised  by  the  eouditiou 
of  things  at  the  prison  hospital.  I  will  farther  state  that  since  the 
sickness  has  increased  to  any  extent  1  have  had  reasons  constantly 
given  nie  to  believe  that  most  of  the  prisoners  would  be  soon  removetl 
from  this  city.  Within  the  last  few  days  the  number  of  sick  have  been 
reduced  to  .SdO  by  parole  and  within  a  few  days  the  Hag-of-truce  boat 
will  return  and  carry  off  GOO  more.  1  did  all  I  could  by  proper  supply 
of  officers  and  directions  to  them  to  avoid  imputation  that  the  medical 
department  could  legitimately  be  considered  as  compromised  by  or 
responsible  for  the  existing  regulations  adopted  by  the  necessities  of 
mUitary  law.  The  medical  otUcers  were  directed  to  show  the  sick  and 
wounded  Federals  all  kinduessand  consideration,  and  to  give  them  all 
the  care  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

WM.  A.  CAREINGTOy, 

Medical  Director. 

XOTE. — When  the  three  hospital  buildings  were  separate  Confeder- 
ate hospitals  they  contained  ti.jO  beds,  room  being  left  for  store-rooms, 
kitchens,  aiiothecary  shops,  mess-rooms,  dining-rooms,  bath-rooms,  and 
offices.  The  ofticers'  portion  of  the  hospital  also  coutained  more  than 
100  beds,  making  7.30  beds. 

\V.  A.  C.    , 

[IllL-L.^ur.-  Xi.-  1. 

Medical  Director's  Office, 

[iirhmonil,  yoremhcr  ;.'",  ISOo. 
Surg.  J.  WiLKiJSS,  in  Chunje  of  General  Hospital  Xo.  21: 

Sir  :  I  fear  that  you  have  not  proper  accommodation  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  under  your  charge.  Please  report  the  number  of  cubic  feet 
now  allowed  each  patient.  I  wish  you  to  visit,  with  Taptaiii  Turner, 
the  Texas  Hospital,  from  which  tlie  sick  and  wounded  have  been 
removed,  and  report  whether  it  can  be  well  guarded  aud  is  otherwise 
eligible  as  a  prison  hospital. 
Very  respectfuilv, 

WM.  A.  CARRINGTON, 

Medical  JUrecior. 

[Incloami-X"   J- A.' 

General  lIcsriTAL  No.  i.'l, 

BieluHontl,  !'«.,  Xoremix'r   ?/,  isiiS. 
Surg.  W.  A.  Carrington.  Medical  Director,  Kichmoml.  Va.: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  conuuunication  ot  the  I'Oth  instant  1  havi'  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Hospital  No.  21  contains  17.000  cubic  feet.  At  this  date  tin-re  are 
430  patients  under  treatment  iu  said  hosjiital,  lieiug  about  HO  cubic 
feet  to  the  man.  Hospital  No.  '2'J.  contains  11,100  cuoic  feet.  Two 
hundred  and  seventy-two  patients  are  now  under  treatment,  there 
l)eing  about  408  cubic  feet  to  the  man.  The  Second  Alabama  Hospital 
contains  the  same  number  cubic  feet  as  Host  1  No.  L'i,  allowing  800 
cubic  feet  to  the  man.     The  three  hospitals   .'.i  accommodate  about 
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500  patients.  Tins  morning's  report  sliows  977  in  hospital.  Captain 
Turner  has  visited  the  Texas  Hos])ital  and  pronounces  the  building 
ineligible  for  a  prison  hospital  because  of  the  difficulty  in  guarding  it. 
Please  have  turned  over  to  me  as  soon  as  practicable  either  Hospital 
No.  20  or  23. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J2s^O.  WILKIXS, 
Surgeon  in  Charfje. 

[Inclosure  X''>.  3.1 

3IEDICAL  Director's  Office, 

I^iclimond,  Xovember  21,  li63. 
Major  Pegram,  Assisfant  Adjutant-General: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  1,296  sick  Federal 
prisoners  requiring  hospital  accommodation  in  this  city.  The  present 
hospital  accommodation  will  barely  be  sufficient  for  800  men.  I  request 
that  the  buildings  known  formerly  as  General  Hospitals  Nos.  20  and  23 
be  secured  bj'  the  quarterma.-;ter  aud  opened  as  prison  hospitals  at 
once.  The  Texas  Hospital  which  I  designed  opening  is  reported  as 
unfit  for  this  purpose  from  the  ditticulty  of  guarding  it. 
Very  respectfullv. 

WM.  A.  CAERIXGTOX, 

Medical  Director. 


Medical  Director's  Office, 

l^ichmoud,  December  S.  ISCo. 
General  Winder,  Bichmnnd,  To.  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  inquiry  at  the  Commissary- 
General's  Office  I  was  informed  that  an  order  had  been  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  the  same  rations  to  the  prisoners  as  to 
the  Confederate  soldiers  in  hospital  on  the  return  of  the  surgeon  in 
charge,  and  that  application  had  been  made  that  the  same  commissaiy 
that  acted  at  the  other  C.  S.  hospitals  should  supply  that  for  the  Fed- 
erals. The  diversity  of  the  duties  required  a  division,  aud  hence  I 
propose  to  assign  the  troops  on  the  island  and  barracks  to  the  medical 
care  of  one  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon,  and  the  sick  in  the  general 
hospital  to  that  of  another,  both  to  be  independent  of  each  other,  but 
under  the  military  authority  of  the  commaudant  of  the  prisons. 
Verv  respectfullv, 

WM.  A.  CAERIXGTOX. 

Medical  Director. 


Medical  Director's  Office, 

Richmond,  December  i>,  1SC3. 
General  Winder.  Richmond   Va.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  building  known  as  General 
Hospital  ^'o.  10,  or  the  U.  S.  Hotel,  wjU  not  be  used  as  a  general  hos- 
pital in  future.  It  is  very  commodious  and  has  been  put  in  excellent 
order  by  the  Government.  I  request  that  you  have  it  examined  to 
decide  whether  it  cannot  be  used  to  advantage  for  other  purposes  of 
the  Confederate  States.  Its  proximity  to  Castle  Thunder  and  its  con- 
struction will  ht  it  for  (.)Jices  aud  oiUcers'  quarters  and  I  think  for  the 
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confinement  of  females,  political  prisoners,  officers  of  the  United  States, 
and  suspected  persons  who  should  be  kept  separate. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  CARRINCtK.^N, 

Mvdk'al  Director. 

[Inolosure  Xo.  G— B.  1 

t'rENERAL   noSPITAL   Xo.  21, 

liichmond,  Dveemher  id,  18G3. 
Surg-.  W.  A.  Carrington,  Medical  Director,  Richmond,  V<i.: 

Sir:  General  Hospital  No.  I'.J  (Liujion's  factory)  is  now  under  con- 
trol of  Captain  Warner,  assistant  quartermaster.  Captain  Scliih  informs 
me  that  the  upper  story  of  building  corner  Twenty-first  and  Cary 
streets  |is  empty]  anil  that  the  baggasie  now  stored  in  Xo.  'So  could  be 
\n\t  in  there.  I'lease  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  have  Xo.  1.'3  cleaned 
ont,  so  tliat  I  cau  get  possession  of  the  building-  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
I  ail)  mu^h  pressed  tor  room.  The  admissions  to  hospital  this  month 
have  averaged  about  fifty  per  day. 

Yerv  respcctfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

,TX().  WILKIXS. 
/Siiri/ion   ill    Cliarije. 

[Imiorsenii'iit/ 

Medical  Director's  Office,  December  17,  ISH:^. 
liespectfully  referred  to  Captain  Warner,  assistant  (|narterinastcr. 
The  delay  in  getting  possession  of  the  hospital  has  been  productive  of 
great  suHering  and  probably  an  increase  of  mortality  among  the 
increased  prisoners.  Tlie  stores  from  the  Florida  and  Texas  Hospitals 
would,  I  think,  be  sufticient  to  fix  the  hospital  at  once. 

w.  A.  caim;ix(;tox, 

Medical  Director. 


Report  on  tlie  sunitanj  condition  of  Belle  Isle  and  the  caiisc.i  of  mortality 
amonij  tin-  patients  hi/  Snrij.  G.  IT'.  S,')iiple. 

March  <i,  lS(i4. 
Surg.  William  A.  CARRiNCrTON,  Medical  Director: 

Sir:  After  inspection  of  tlie  prison  camp  on  Belle  Isle  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  sanitary  repmt: 

Into  the  camp-containing  an  area  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of 
about  o.OOO  men  have  been  crowded  for  many  months  past  from  (i.OdO 
to  10,000  prisoners.  To  prevent  escapes  tlicy  have  not  been  allowed  to 
visit  the  sinks  at  night.  These  deposits  of  excrement  have  lieen  made 
in  the  streets  and  small  vacant  spaces  between  the  rents.  The  streets 
are  so  greatly  crowded  during  the  day  as  greatly  to  interfere  with  the 
working-  police  i)arties.  so  that  nearly  the  wliole  day  is  eoiisumed 
by  them  in  the  imperfeet  removal  of  the  filtliy  accunuilations  of  the 
night.  The  whole  surface  of  the  camp  has  thus  lieeii  saturated  with 
putrid  animal  matter.  Surrounded  by  such  circumstances  the  prison- 
ers have  been  totally  careless  of  personal  cleanliness.  The  rations  now 
consist  entirely  of  bread,  rice,  and  ]ieas  or  beans.  The  bread  is  made 
of  corn-meal,  unsifted  or  liolted.  Xot  separating  the  bran  from  the 
meal  tends  greatly  to  cause  and  continue  the  two  diseases  (diarrhea 
and  dysentery)  most  prevalent  among  the  prisoners.  Many  of  them 
are  badly  clad  and  destitute  of  blankets,  having  sold  the  articles  lately 
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furnished  them  by  their  Governmeut.  Under  these  circumstances, 
though  they  have  been  furnished  with  fuel,  there  has  been  great  suffer- 
ing from  cold  dunug  the  unusually  cold  weather  of  January  and  Feb- 
ruary, to  which  the  brutal  conduct  of  the  prisoners  in  expelling  their 
comrades  from  their  tents  at  night  has  greatly  added. 

To  the  crowded  and  uecessarUy  tilthy  condition  of  the  camp,  the 
absence  of  personal  cleanliness  of  the  prisoners,  the  meager  rations, 
and  the  etfects  of  cold  may  be  added  the  depressing  effect  of  long-con- 
tinued continement  without  emfiloyment;  mental  or  physical,  and  with 
little  hope  of  an  early  termination  of  the  imprisonment,  which  together 
make  up  a  sufticient  sum  of  causes  to  account  for  the  report  during  the 
month  of  February  of  a  sufdcient  number  of  cases  to  amount  to  one- 
fourth  the  average  uumber  of  i)risouers  in  the  camp.  The  diseases 
have  been  such,  consisting  principally  of  typhoid  fever,  diarrhea,  dys- 
entery, and  catarrh  and  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  as  might 
be  expected  to  result  from  the  causes  stated.  But  great  as  is  this 
amount  of  disease,  it  is  not  greater  than  the  average  sickness  among  the 
I'.  S.  troops  in  the  Held  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  as  reported  by  one  of  their 
own  surgeons.  3Iuch  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  ])roeuring  the 
regular  attendance  of  the  sick  at  sick-call.  Patients  have  been  brought 
out  on  litters,  unable  to  walk  and  greatly  emaciated,  who  have  never 
before  attended  sick-call,  and  several  deaths  have  occurred  in  camj) 
without  the  prisoners  having  been  seen  by  or  reported  to  a  medical 
oliicer,  the  sergeants  in  charge  of  S(iiiads  alleging  that  they  could  not 
attend  regularly  to  the  duty  of  bringing  the  sick  up  to  sick-call, 
because  of  the  necessity  of  at  the  same  time  drawing  and  distributing 
rations.  A  sergeant  has  been  selected  from  each  squad  to  attend  to  this 
duty  alone,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  more  regular  attendance  of  the  sick  at 
sick-call  will  thus  be  secured.  There  is  not  space  enough  in  the  camp 
to  establish  as  large  a  temporary  htispital  as  desired,  but  five  hospital 
tents  have  been  pitched,  which  afford  the  means  of  treating  temporarily 
the  sick  ordered  to  general  hospital  when  prevented  by  the  rising  of 
the  river  or  ice  or  the  non-attendance  of  ambulances  from  being  sent. 
The  overcrowding  of  the  camp  is  now  being  rapidly  reduced  by  trans- 
fers and  exchange  of  prisoners.  The  number  of  prisoners  being  sufH- 
cently  reduced,  the  irregularities  of  tlie  surface  of  the  camp  are  to  be 
hlled  up  and  the  ditches  and  drains  cleaned  out.  I  have  recommended 
to  the  commanding  ofdcer,  and  shall  urge  it  most  strongly  on  his  atten- 
tion, to  have  a  sufticient  number  of  sinks  dug  within  the  camp  to  water, 
which  rises  within  a  few  feet  of  the  surface.  In  consequence  of  vacci- 
nation having  been  so  generally  practiceil  among  the  prisoners  pre- 
vious to  their  capture,  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  continue  to 
propagate  vaccination  among  them.  But  varioloid,  which  has  prevailed 
to  some  extent,  seems  to  attack  indiscriminately  those  who  have  been 
vaccinated  early  in  life  and  those  recently  vaccinated.  The  reports 
show  a  great  diminution  iu  the  uuuiber  of  variola  and  varioloid  cases, 
giving  ground  to  hope  they  will  somi  cease.  The  commanding  officer 
and  his  subordinates  have  clone  all  within  their  power  to  carry  out  [what 
has  been]  suggested  towanl  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp,  but  the 
uumber  of  ofticers  and  the  guard  and  police  seem  too  small  to  re  estab- 
lish and  enforce  such  system  of  police  as  would  enable  the  medical  offi- 
cers to  discharge  their  duties  with  as  much  efficiency  and  satisfaction 
as  amongst  our  own  troops  iu  the  ticld. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WM.  SEMPLE, 

Surgeon  in  Charge  U.  S.  Frhoncr^  on  Belle  Isle  and  in  Barracks. 
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^Fedical  Director'.s  Office,  Ma>-ch  8,  1861. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  general  coiiimanditig. 
The  causes  of  the  mortality  are  clearly  deduced  from  the  foct  here 
shown  in  relation  to  the  diet  and  surroundings  of  the  prisoners. 

W.  A.  CARRIXGTON. 

Medical  Director. 

[Incl.isiire  N'o.  3,] 

General  Hospital  No.  21,  Richmond,  March  7,  1864. 
Surg.  W.  A.  Carrington,  .}[edical  Director: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing- report  of  the  deaths,  diseases,  and  condition  of  the  patients 
received  into  this  hospital:  The  daily  list  of  deaths  is  regulated  by  the 
umnber  admitted  each  day  from  Belle  Isle.  During  the  past  month 
twenty-tive  cases  died  before  they  had  been  in  the  hospital  twenty-four 
hours.  It  is  so  common  an  occurrence  for  the  patients  sent  Irom  Belle 
Isle  to  be  speechless  or  delirious  and  unable  to  give  their  names,  &c., 
that  I  have  requested  the  surgeon  in  charge,  in  addition  to  the  list  for- 
warded by  the  conductor  of  the  ambulances,  to  pin  their  names,  com- 
panies, and  regiments  of  desperate  cases  on  the  lapel  of  their  coats. 
The  majority  of  cases  die  of  chronic  diarrhea.  During  the  past  month 
337  cases  suti'ering  with  this  disease  were  admitted.  The  deaths  from 
this  disease  tluring  the  mtmth  sum  up  to  I'O.").  Of  typhoid  fever  cases 
for  the  last  month  t!4.3  per  cent,  have  died ;  from  diarrhea  59.7  per  cent. 
The  commissary  department  for  tive  weeks  has  not  been  able  to  furnish 
me  with  dour.  The  meal  furnished  in  lieu  thereof  is  ground  with  the 
husii  and  will  produce  diarrhea.  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  silted,  but  it 
is  ground  too  tine  to  separate  the  husk  from  the  meal.  The  medical  pur- 
veyor does  not  furnish  the  hospital  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  med- 
icines. I  made  a  ref|uisit:on  on  the  1st  of  March,  which  has"  not  been 
tilled  as  yet.  I  would  be  most  happy  to  receive  suggestions  from  you 
in  the  treatment  of  diarrhea.  I  believe  the  medical  officers  have  tried 
all  known  and  api)roved  remedies  for  the  disease.  In  the  case  of  other 
diseases,  as  pneumonia,  iS:c.,  they  generally  occur  in  constitutions  already 
enfeebled  by  diarrhea,  and  are  generally  in  the  second  stage  when 
admitted.  In  conclusion,  the  prominent  character  of  all  cases  is  ema- 
ciation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  WILKINS, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 

[Indorsement.] 

Medical  Director's  Office,  March  8,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  general  commanding. 
The  report  of  Surgeon  Semple  at  Belle  Isle  and  this'is  approved.  The 
quantities  and  quality  of  the  food,  the  crowded  condition  of  the  cnmp 
and  hospital,  the  uncomfortable  cdudition  of  the  men  from  want  of  suffi- 
cient fuel,  shelter,  and  clothing,  and  the  depressing  effect  of  homesick- 
ness account  for  the  great  mortality;  o90  died  out  of  2,200  in  hospital 
last  month.  I  have  phiced  a  competent  physician  in  charge  of  the  hos- 
pitals and  wards  as  report  to  me.  The  want  of  space' for  exercise 
increases  the  sickness. 

W.  A.  CARRINGTON, 

Medical  Director. 
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Office  C.  S.  Military  Prison, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  33,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder,  Commanding,  tf-c. : 

General  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  iuclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Surg.  Johii 
Wilkins'  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  Libby  Prison,  dated  Sep- 
tember 5,  1863.*  At  that  time  all  the  sick,  both  officers  and  privates, 
were  in  hospital  at  the  Libby.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  doctor  there 
thought  the  hospital  referred  to  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  used. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  P.  TUKNER, 

Major,  dc. 


War  Department, 
Provost-Marshal-General's  Office, 

M'ashinyton,  JJ.  C,  March  24,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  Ax:,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General  :  In  reply  to  your  application  of  the  20th  instant  you  are 
hereby  authorized  to  recruit  and  organize  a  regiment  at  Point  Lookout, 
Md.,  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

The  recruitment,  musters,  and  organization  must  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  mustering  regulations  of  the  Array.  All  appoint- 
ments of  officers  will  be  made  by  the  War  Department,  upon  your 
recommendation. 

Arms  and  other  supplies  will  be  furnished  by  the  proper  supply  depart- 
ment upon  your  requisition. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FKY, 
ProrontMarahal-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fortrcsa  Monroe,  Va.,  March  21,  1S64. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  and  present 
condition  of  Robert  Vernon  Hurst,  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana 
Volunteers;  Henry  M.  Collins,  Fourth  Iowa  Volunteers;  John  Wise, 
Comi)any  D.  Ninth  Indiana  Volunteers;  William  >,'elson,  sergeant. 
Company  I,  Tenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers;  Ai-chibald  Cook.  Fifty- tirst 
Illinois  Volunteers .' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  res]iectfullv,  vours,  &;c., 

BE'XJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Orneral  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  ViufriNiA  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  21,  1S61. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Fxcliaiigt;  Richmond.  Va.: 

Sir  :  Will  you  inform  nie  as  to  the  \\  liereabouts  and  present  condition 
of  George  Henry  Pendleton,   executive  otlicer  of  the   U.   S.   steamer 
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Montgomery,  and  twentyei^ht  of  the  crew  of  that  steamer,  who  were 
captured  along  with  him  by  Confederate  cavalry  near  Georgetown,  S.  C, 
ou  the  7th  of  January  last? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Majorileneral  and  Commissioner  for  Exvhanije. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  rRisoNERS, 

Washinijton,  D.  C,  March  J,  1S>U. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas. 

Comd;/.  Depurtment  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.: 
General:  Please  understand  my  letter  of  the  I9th  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  hospital  stewards,  as  applying  only  to  the  case  of  Hospital 
Steward  Charles  VVhilan.  The  rule  will  not  be  adopted  as  general 
until  it  is  ascertained  that  it  will  be  observed  by  the  authorities  at 
Kichmond. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters,  Branchrille,  S.  C,  March  2i,  1364. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General:  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  59,  from  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General's  OtHce,  received  March  22, 1  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report:  Number  of  Federal  prisoners  receipted  for 
up  to  March  20,  0,488;  number  escaped,  12;  number  died,  2;  number 
left  sick  on  the  way,  117. 

Six  escaped  February  27  between  Macon  and  Millen,  Ga..  during  the 
night,  by  a  hole  cut  in  the  end  of  the  car.  There  was  no  hght  in  tlie 
car,  the  train  not  being  supplied  with  lights.  Their  names  were  nut 
olitained.  Six  escaped  March  20.  near  Windsor  Station,  South  Caro- 
lina Kailroad,  at  night,  through  a  hole  in  the  floor  of  the  car.  the  train 
not  being  supplied  with  lights.  Of  these  last,  four  have  been  recap- 
tured, namely,  John  A.  Proviues,  private  Company  H,  Thirtieth  Indiana 
Regiment;  John  Ryan,  teamster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps;  Hy.  Johnson, 
teamster.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps;  one  man  whose  name  has  not  been 
obtained. 

The  names  of  the  two  others  are  unknown.  One  died  March  1.5  at  a 
wood  station  near  Macon,  Ga.,  and  was  buried  there,  no  receipt  being 
taken  for  the  corpse.  One  died  March  20  at  Macon,  Ga.  The  names 
of  the  two  dead  are  unknown. 

List  of  sick  Federal  prisoners  lett  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  for  medical 
treatment.* 

In  addition  to  above,  fifteen  convalescents,  whose  names  were  not 
obtained,  were  removed  from  Augusta  to  Andcrsonville,  Ga.,  ou  the 
la>t  trip.  I  would  respectfully  state  that  having  originally  received  no 
instructions  to  that  ertect,  the  names,  rank,  &c.,  of  prisoners  who  died, 
escaped,  or  were  left  on  the  road  through  sickness,  have  not  been 
usually  obtained  by  the  otticers  in  charge.  Indeed,  it  is  generally 
impossible  to  do  so  without  such  delay  as  would  cause  the  failure  of 

"List  omitted  contains  10-  names. 
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connection  of  trains,  and  in  some  instances  prevent  the  return  of  the 
guards  to  this  point  in  time  for  their  next  tour  of  duty.  The  sick  have 
usually  been  delivered  t<i  the  provost-marshal,  Augusta,  whose  receipts, 
where  time  has  been  allowed  to  obtain  them,  have  been  forwarded  to 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  Richmond.  The  list  sent, 
though  incomplete,  is  as  perfect  as  could  be  obtained  by  reference  to 
The  various  hospitals  to  which  the  sick  had  been  transferred.  I  would 
also  respectfully  beg  leave  to  state  that  ou  several  occasions  discrepan- 
cies have  occurred  betweeu  the  number  I  have  receipted  for  and  the 
number  delivered  by  my  guard  at  Audersouville,  Ga.  This  is  owing 
to  the  crowded  state  of  the  cars  (as  many  as  seventy-one  being  some- 
times placed  in  an  ordinary  box-car)  and  the  imperfect  means  at  my 
command  for  lighting  them,  which  renders  accurate  counting  at  night 
very  difficult. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  T.  MILES, 
Captain.  Commanding  Guard,  Branchville,  S.  C.  ■ 


Houston,  March  24,  1864. 
Major  Sparks  or 
CoMMANDiNa  Officek,  AusHu  : 

I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  that  for  fear  the 
troops  from  Gonzales  may  not  reach  Austin  in  time  to  escort  the  politi- 
cal iirisoners  to  this  city  you  are  directed  to  send  the  prisoners  to 
Houston  without  delay,  using  as  a  guard  the  detachment  of  men  which 
formed  their  escort  from  San  Antonio  to  Austin  (Sneed's  detachment), 
and  in  addition  to  this  such  available  force  as  you  may  have  at  your 
disposal.  The  major-general  is  surprised  to  learn  that  these  prisoners 
should  have  been  allowed  to  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  the  military 
authorities,  as  the  habeas  corpus  act  has  been  suspended  in  this  case. 
The  major-general  commanding  is  of  opinion  that  the  prisoners  should 
always  have  been  under  a  military  guard  when  not  actually  before 
court,  and  that  even  in  this  last  case  proper  military  arrangements 
should  have  been  made  to  prevent  an  escape  from  the  court-house.  As 
the  habeas  corpus  act  in  the  case  of  these  prisoners  has  been  legally 
suspended  under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the  same  has  been  comnuiui- 
cated  to  you,  you  will  cause  these  prisoners  to  be  taken  in  charge  by  a 
military  guard,  and  have  them  sent  under  the  same,  in  charge  of  good 
and  reliable  officers,  to  Houston,  specific  instructions  being  given  by 
you  that  no  ettbrts  be  spared  to  insure  their  safe  delivery  to  the  x^rovost- 
marshal  at  this  place.  Military  jurisdiction  will  be  assumed  at  once  in 
the  case  of  these  men,  whether  the  case  has  been  entered  into  or  not, 
and  they  will  be  sent  to  Houston  forthwith. 

E.  P.  TUEXER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  25,  1864. 
Hon.  Edwin  ^I.  StantC)N,  ,^ecrttanj  of  War: 

Sir  :  On  the  10th  ultimo  Major-General  Butler,  in  a  telegram  to  your- 
self, made  an  accusation  against  iiic  of  having  made  "gross  misrepre- 
sentations" to  you,  and  on  the  10th  of  the  month,  in  a  communication 
to  yourself,  he  accuses  me  of  disiugeimoiisness. 
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On  the  12th  of  February  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  letter  in 
reference  to  the  tele.sjram,  and  on  the  .'5d  instant  I  addressed  anotlier 
letter  in  reference  to  both  the  telegram  and  the  letter  from  General 
Butler,  in  both  of  which  1  claim  to  have  fully  shown  the  wrong  done 
me  by  General  Butler  in  his  accusations;  and  yet,  although  copies  of 
my  communications,  as  I  understand,  have  been  seat  to  General  Butler, 
I  do  not  hear  that  he  has  taken  any  notice  of  tlicm. 

The  object  of  this  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  respectfully  request  may 
be  sent  to  General  Butler,  is  to  assert  my  claim  to  a  further  notice  of 
the  subject  by  General  Butler,  and  I  feel  at  liberty  to  require  that  he 
shall  either  sustain  his  accusations  or  withdraw  them.  It  would  not  be 
liroper  for  me  either  to  rest  quietly  under  such  imputations  or  permit 
liim  to  maintain  silence  in  regard  to  them  after  the  receipt  of  my  letters. 
As  he  found  time  to  make  the  accusations  it  is  not  competent  for  him 
ti(  urge  the  want  of  time,  either  to  justify  himself  Ar  relieve  me  from 
the  odium  he  has  been  disposed  to  cast  upon  me,  and  I  desire  him  to 
understand  that  I  have  a  right  to  re(inire  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
and  I  respectfully  request  you  to  allow  me  thus  to  require  it  at  his 
hands. 

No  man  has  a  right  to  throw  vitriol  into  his  neighbor's  face  and  then 
fold  his  arms  in  silence  as  if  not  answerable  for  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
JIaj.  Gen.  of  Vols,  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  March  33,  1S64. 
MajorGeneral  Butler.  Fortress  Monroe: 

Did  you  receive  from  this  Department  copies  of  two  jiapers  addressed 
to  me  by  Major-CJeneral  Hitchcock,  one  dated  on  the  12th  of  February 
and  the  other  —  ^March,  in  relation  to  the  telegram  you  sent  me 
some  time  ago  animadverting  on  him  with  some  severity.  They  were 
directed  to  be  sent  you.  but  not  hearing  from  you  I  infer  that  they  have 
either  miscarried  or  by  some  omission  in  the  Department  have  not  been 
sent.     If  not  received  by  you  I  will  forward  copies. 

EDWIX  M.  STANTON. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe,  March  25,  lS6i. 
Major-General  Pickett, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces.  Petersburg,  Va.: 
General  :  Your  note  to  General  Palmer  fell  into  my  hands.*  I  have 
found  Watkins  and  he  confesses  to  the  ajipnipriation  of  the  muney, 
.•^.">."iU  Confederate  Treasury  notes.  He  avers  that  he  left  the  clothin'g 
in  Petersburg.  As  the  money  was  being  sent  by  you  to  a  U.  S.  othcer, 
a  prisoner  of  war,  I  take  leave  to  return  you  the  like  amount. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully, 

BEN.J.  F.   BUTLER, 
}fajor-CTener<d,  Commnnding. 

~  Pickett's  iinte  uot  tVund. 
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Office  Comhissary-Oexeral  of  Prisoners, 

WashinijtoH,  D.  C,  21arch  25, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware,  Del.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  inform  Col.  Basil 

W.  Duke,  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware,  in  reply  to  his  comuiu- 

nication  of  the  11th  instant,  that  a  proposition  for  his  exchange  can  not 

be  entertained  whilst  so  many  others  are  entitled  to  precedence  of  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Headquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Office  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 

March  25,  1864. 
Col.  C.  C.  Dwight,  Commissioner  of  Exchange 

on  the  part  of  Jfajor- General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel:  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Taylor,  commanding- 
District  of  Western  Louisiana,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  cartel  of 
January  4, 1SG4,  entered  into  between  you  and  myself,  as  commissioners, 
and  that  of  December  [ll'l,  18(33,  between  Colonel  Molineux  and  myself 
in  the  same  capacity,  the  latter  of  which  was  approved  by  Major-Gen- 
eral Banks,  commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

L'nder  the  provisions  of  the  last-mentioned  cartel  I  delivered  to 
ilajor-General  Franklin  (on  parole)  about  450  prisoners  of  war,  being 
the  excess  in  the  hands  of  Major-General  Taylor  over  those  in  the 
hands  of  Major-General  Franklin.  L'nder  the  terms  and  provisions  ot 
the  cartel  of  January  4,  18(34,  we  mutually  agreed  to  exchange  as  far 
as  they  would  go  the  prisoners  belonging  to  their  commands  respect- 
ively captured  from  each  other's  forces  by  those  of  Major-General 
Banks  and  Major-General  Taylor.  We  liave  furnished  each  other  with 
lists  of  the  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  generals  whom 
we  represent. 

As  a  number  of  prisoners  have  been  recently  captured  by  the  com- 
mand of  ilajor-General  Banks  from  that  of  Major-General  Taylor,  who 
will,  with  those  previously  in  your  hands,  probably  exhaust  the  excess 
delivered  to  ]\[aior-(ieueral  Franklin,  1  have  to  request,  in  behalf  of 
Major-General  Taylor,  that  you  will  deliver  either  at  your  own  or  our 
advanced  outpost  the  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  ^klajor-General  Banks 
captured  from  our  army.  The  non-delivery  of  the  officers  and  men 
captured  at  Fort  Butler  and  elsewhere  from  Ma-jor  General  Taylor's 
forces  has  prevented  the  delivery  of  the  prisoners  in  our  hands  cap- 
tured from  ^lajor-General  Banks'  forces  prior  and  subsequent  to  tiie 
date  of  our  cartel  of  January  4,  1864,  but  the  delivery  of  these  pris- 
oners in  accordance  with  tlie  terms  and  spirit  of  that  cartel  wdl  be 
made  whenever  you  indicate  the  time  and  place  for  such  delivery  as 
provided  in  the  same. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  if  Capt.  C.  LeD. 
Elgee,  acting  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general  on  the  statf  of 
Major-General  Taylor,  commanding  District  of  Western  Louisiana,  has 
fallen  into  your  hatuls.  He  has  been  missing  since  the  affair  at  James' 
Store,  Bayou  Cotile,  on  the  night  of  Monday,  21st  instant.  If  he  is  a 
prisoner  I  lia\"e  to  request,  in  behalf  of  .Major-General  Taylor,  that  he 
may  be  exchanged  at  once  for  any  hiIiclt  whom  you  select  of  similar 
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S'nvile  who  may  be  in  our  hands  or  on  sucli  other  terms  as  are  conform- 
able to  usage  and  previous  exchanges. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectt'ullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  JL  LEVY, 

Mttjor  loul  Coiiiiiil.ssioner  of'  E.vchiiniji- 
On  the  part  of  Mnjor-Gencnd   Tui/lor,  C.  S.  Armi/. 


IlEADi^rARTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    NORTH    CAROLINA, 

Petershiiry,  Va.,  March  io,  J.^ii4. 
General  S.  Cooper. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  (Irneral  C.  .S'.  Armij : 
( General :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  letter  from  General 
.1.  J.  Peck  and  my  answer  to  same,  and  am,  general. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.   PICKETT, 
M<tjor-(h'n<  ral.  CoiniiKtndhuj. 


flEADyUARTEES    DEPART3IENT    OF    NORTII    CAROLINA, 

Marvh  i:,  !si,l. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck, 

Commanding  U.  <S'.  Forces,  Xeir  Berne,  X.  ('.: 
General:  The  communication  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
address,  under  date  of  February  27,*  is  at  hand.  Having  nothing  in  it 
which,  as  I  conceive,  has  any  noticeable  bearing  upon  the  matters  lirst 
advanced  by  you,  and  being,  in  fact,  merely  an  opinion  of  your  own, 
intended  entirely  to  gain  favor  with  your  superiors  at  your  seat  of 
Government,  I  merely  deem  it  necessary  to  acknowledge  its  receipt. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,  Comniandinij. 


Austin,  March  :jr>,  1S61 — 11  p.  in. 
[General  J.  B.  Magruder:] 

3Iy  Dear  General  :  1  write  this  letter  directly  to  you,  as  I  desire  to 
say  several  things  which  I  could  not  well  write  in  an  otticial  communi- 
cation. The  courier  arrived  this  morning  with  letters  to  me,  and  orders 
to  the  commander  of  this  post,  which  of  course  changed  the  programme 
wo  had  decided  ni)on  in  regard  to  the  political  prisoners,  who  are  now 
m  Austin.  The  attorneys  appointed  by  the  court  and  myself  had  been 
laboriously  engaged  upon  the  testimony  ever  since  Monday  last,  and 
had  iiretty  well  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  would  be  able  to  cou- 
vict  the  whole  live  of  them  of  treason,  when  your  order  received  this 
morning  rei|nired  Maj'or  Sparks  to  take  the  prisoners  out  (»f  the  hands 
ot  the  sheriff  and  the  possession  of  the  supreme  court,  ami  carry  them 
at  once  to  the  city  of  Houston.  Feeling  the  importance  of  avoiding  any 
conriict  with  the  civil  authorities,  ]>articularly  in  the  tirst  attempt  to  act 
under  the  late  law,  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  1  had  .Alajor 
Sfiarks  to  make  an  oath  to  the  nature  of  tlie  order  he  had  received,  and 
with  a  letter  directed  to  the  supreme  court,  asking  that  the  prisoners  be 
delivered  to  the  military  authorities.  These  two  jtapers,  with  your  letter 
to  me,  to  be  read  to  the  court,  I  had  filed  when  the  case  was  called  this 

-  See  .Series  I,  V,.l.  XXXIII.  p.  SliO. 
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morning,  and  upon  them  made  a  motion  that  the  prisoners  be  delivered 
to  the  commander  of  the  post.  It  being  a  grave  matter  to  be  considered, 
the  conrt  took  until  to-morrow  morning  to  decide  upon  it.  1  sent  word 
immediately  to  the  commander  of  the  post  not  to  arrest  the  prisoners 
until  the  court  had  decided  the  matter  before  it,  but  he  having  positive 
orders  from  you,  and  feeling  himself  held  responsible  for  the  prison- 
ers, arrested  and  took  the  prisoners  into  custody  about  12  o'clock  m. 
This  course  created  a  great  deal  of  excitement,  and  the  supreme  court 
attached  the  commander  of  the  post  for  contempt,  while  the  Governor 
of  the  State  wrote  several  comnuinications  to  Major  Sparks  upon  the 
illegal  course  he  had  pursued.  The  whole  affair  was  unfortunate,  and 
I  liad  much  difficulty  iu  flually  arrauging  nuitters  satisfactordy  to  all 
l^arties.  Your  order  to  Sparks  contained  the  following  words,  viz; 
"You  will  yoiirselt  disregard  the  present  writ  of  habeas  corpus  or  any 
writ  which  may  subsequently  be  issued,"  iS:c.  Sparks  was  determined 
to  obey  it,  and  the  (tovernor  and  the  supreme  court  were  determined  to 
have  the  prisoners  l)ack.  In  this  state  of  alfairs  after  having  had 
several  conferences  with  the  Governor  and  several  with  Sparks,  and 
having  taken  counsel  with  Messrs.  Ford  and  liobards,  I  gave  to  Major 
Sparks  a  written  opinion,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  the  prisoners 
having  been  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities  and  being  in  the  custody 
of  the  supreme  court  when  arrested  to-day,  ought  to  be  returned  to  the 
sheriff  until  the  matters  in  their  case  were  settled  and  adjudicated,  he 
furnishing  a  suliicient  guard  to  prevent  escape  or  any  harm  being  done 
them  by  a  mob.  Upon  that  opinion  being  given,  Major  Sparks  wrote4;o 
the  Governor  expressing  his  willingness  to  return  the  prisoners,  with  a 
guard  which  he  should  furnish,  which  proposition  was  satisfactory  to  the 
Executive  of  the  State.  Thus  the  matter  stands  to-night.  To-morrow 
morning  we  propose  to  discuss  the  motion  I  made  to-day  to  remand  the 
prisoners  into  the  custody  of  the  military  authorities.  If  the  motion  is 
not  entertained  by  the  court  we  shall  introduce  no  evidence,  but  let  the 
supreme  court  discharge  them,  so  that  they  may  be  arrested  by  Major 
Sparks  under  the  orders  you  have  given  him.  If  they  sue  out  another 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  return  can  set  forth  that  they  are  held  in 
custody  by  the  order  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Trans-Mississippi. 

I  hope  I  have  acted  iu  accordance  with  your  views,  after  having  read 
what  I  have  written.  Of  one  thing  I  am  certain,  the  course  which  has 
been  i)ursued  is  the  only  one  we  could  think  of  to  prevent  an  ugly  col- 
lision between  the  civil  and  military  authorities.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  course  jnirsued  by  Sparks,  if  persisted  iu,  would  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  bad  results,  though,  like  a  good  officer,  he  was  determined 
to  obey  the  orders  he  received  promptly.  It  was  apparent  to  me,  how- 
ever, that  you  did  not  exactly  know  the  position  of  affairs,  and  had  not 
scrutinized  the  recent  act  of  Congress  closely.  The  law  nowliere  con- 
templates the  taking  from  a  judicial  tribunal  parties  who  may  be  before 
it  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  if  my  construction  of  the  law  is  cor- 
rect, in  all  the  cases  enumerated  iu  the  law.  the  writ  may  issue,  but  if 
the  return  upon  it  shows  that  the  prisoner  is  held  in  custody  by  authority 
of  any  of  the  persons  and  tor  any  of  the  offenses  mentioned  iu  the  act, 
tlien  all  ]iroceedings  cease. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  tliis  matter  will  turn  out  all  right  and  the 
prisoners  be  safely  secured  after  the  court  shall  have  acted. 

I  will  keep  this  letter  open  to  add  n  line  in  the  morning  if  anything 
occurs. 

Yerv  res'pectfullv.  \"our  obedient  >crvaut, 

ITOIIACK  CONE. 
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March  26,  1864—10  a.  ni. 
The  supreme  court  have  refused  to  receive  the  prisouers  in  charge  of 
the  military  guard  and  insist  that  they  shall  be  returned  without  any 
conditions.  I  have  advised  this  course.  The  judiics,  in  a  couversation 
with  me  this  morning,  intimated  that  as  soon  as  the  court  had  made  a 
decision  then  the  military  could  carry  out  their  views  according  to  law. 
You  may  depend  upon  it,  general,  that  if  these  men  escape  from  the 
sherift"s  guard,  they  will  never  trouble  the  civil  or  military  authorities 
again. 

I  have  taken  the  responsibility  to  act  as  I  have  done  believing  it  to 
be  the  best  course,  and  one  which  will  preserve  your  intiueuce  in  the 
titate  and  avoid  unpleasant  ditticulties  between  the  authorities. 
\"ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

nOKACE  CONE. 


Fort  Monroe,  ^rurrh  2G,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  31.  Stanton,  Secyeiary  of  Way: 

I  have  received  no  papers  referred  to  me  from  (ieneral  Hitchcock 
upon  the  subject  of  my  contidential  telegram  to  you  relative  to  the 
exchange  of  prisoners.    I  should  be  glad  to  receive  copies  mentioned. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,,  Com  ma  nding. 


War  Department,  Wasltington  City,  March  26,  1364. 
Major-General  Butler,  Foytress  Monroe: 

The  papers  referred  to  do  not  relate  to  the  dispatch  marked  ''confi- 
dential,'' but  to  the  one  of  the  10th  of  February  in  reply  to  General 
Hitchcock's  letter.    Copies  will  be  forwarded. 

EDWIX  M.  STANTOX. 

i<:ecretari/  of  War. 


Headquarters  Saint  Mart's  District, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  March  26,  1864. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman.  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  proceedings  of 
a  board  of  othcers  assembled  at  this  post  to  investigate  and  report  the 
facts  anil  circumstances  connected  with  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner  of 
war  named  Peyton  by  Sergt.  Edwin  Young,  Second  Kcgiment  Xew 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  on  the  liOth  instant. 

1  regret  the  atiair  exceedingly,  but  there  appears  to  have  been  nothing 
in  the  conduct  or  language  of  Sergeant  Young  to  occasicm  the  violent 
abuse  wliich  he  received  from  the  deceased.  I  believe  Sergeant  Young's 
>t:itement  to  be  true.  He  is  a  brave  man,  and  so  far  as  1  know  bus 
always  performed  his  duties  in  the  prisoners'  camp  acceptably  and  well. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

\}.  3IAi:ST()X. 
Briijadier-General. 

[Inch.iure.j 

Proceedings  of  a  board  of  ofticers  convened  at  Point  Lookout.  Saint 
Mary's  District,  31d.,  by  virtue  of  the  following  order: 

Hi:Ai>')rAKTEr.s  Saixt  Maky's  Pi-trict, 

rohif  Lookout,  Md.,  March   M.  L'CJ. 
A  board  of  oftictTs  will  assemble  at  tliis  post  im  the  22(1  ilay  of  March  instant,  at 
10  ii'i'Iork  iu  the  forenoon,  or  as  somu  thereafter  as  inacticable,  to  investigate  and 
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report  the  facts  and  circnmstaaces  connected  with  the  shooting  of  a  Confederate 
officer,  a  prisoner  of  war,  by  Sergt.  Edwin  Young,  Company  A,  Second  Regiment 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  on  the  20th  day  of  March  instant. 

I'etail  for  the  Board:  Col.  Charle.-i  F..  Hapgood,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Vidnnteers; 
Maj.  .Samuel  P.  Sayles.  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers;  Lieut.  H.  Q.  Sargent, 
Twelfth  New  Hampshire  \'olunteer9. 
Bv  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  ilarston: 

J.  N.  PATTERSON, 
Captain  and  Prorost-ilarshal. 

FIkadquarters  Fifth  Xew  ]Ta:mpshire  Volunteers, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  March  22,  1S64—10  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order.  Present:  Col.  Cliarles 
E.  Hapgood,  Fifth  New  Ham[)shire  Volunteers;  Maj.  Samuel  P.  Sayles, 
Secontl  Xew  Hanipshiie  Volunteers;  Lieut.  H.  Q.  Sargent.  Twelfth  Xew 
Hampsliire  Volunteers.  Sergt.  Edwin  Young,  Company  PI,  Second  New 
Ilanipshire  Volunteers,  was  also  present. 

The  order  convening  the  Board  having  been  read  aloud  by  the  recorder. 
Sergeant  Young  stated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  any  member  named 
therein. 

The  Board  were  then  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder,  and  the  recorder 
was  duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Lieut.  .Joseph  H.  Wilkinson,  Second  New  Hampsbire  Volunteers, 
was  then  called  before  the  Board,  and  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

I  am  commissary  to  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post,.  On  the  evening  of  the  20th 
instant,  at  about  5  o'clock,  learning  that  some  Confederate  officers,  prisoners  of  war, 
had  arrived.  I  went  into  their  camp  to  tiud  out  in  regard  to  their  rations.  I  fouud 
them  grouped  together  in  lots  of  six  or  eight.  After  having  ascertained  all  I  wanted 
to  l<uow.  I  was  passing  <iut  of  the  camp  when  I  saw  Captain  Peyton,  a  Confederate 
officer,  iu  a  controversy  with  some  of  liis  comrades  in  regard  to  the  settlemeut  of 
some  debt.  He  had  iu  liis  hand  a  $1  bill  which  he  called  a  "greenback."  He  w,ia 
sweariug  very  heavily  iu  regard  to  that  being  the  right  amount  which  was  his  due. 

He  stated  that  be  would  be  damned  if  he  would  take  a  $1  bill  with  the  profile  of 
"Abe  Lincoln"  upon  it,  and  insisted  upon  the  man  from  whom  lie  received  it  taking 
it  back.  I  was  tempted  to  remonstrate  with  him  in  regard  to  liis  conduct  and 
language,  but  afterward  thouglit  he  was  irritated  and  it  might  not  be  best  to  do  so. 
I  immediately  left  the  camp  and  went  to  my  own  quarters  in  the  camp  for  privates 
and  non-commissioned  officers.  Before  reaching  them  [heard  thedisch.irgeof  a  pistol. 
I  returned  immediately  to  the  officers'  camp  an<l  saw  the  officer  of  the  day  going 
down  the  street  where  tlio  body  lay.  I  followed  the  officer  of  the  day  down  to  where 
the  body  lay,  and  think  he  was  just  breathing  his  l;ist. 

All  that  1  have  hero  st.-ited  I  think  took  place  iu  the  space  of  five  minutes.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  the  officer  who  was  shot  was  in  a  state  of  excitement  when  he 
came  in  contact  with  Sergeant  Young.  I  suggested  that  they  put  the  body  iu  the 
coiik-house,  and  afforded  them  all  the  facilities  rei[uired  to  watch  over  it  during  the 
night. 

In  a  conversation  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  at  .about  8  o'clock,  with  two  of 
Captain  Peyton's  comrades,  I  remarked  to  them  that  I  thought  he  was  a  little  under 
the  inrtuence  of  liquor.  They  admitted  thar.  he  might  have  had  something  to  drink. 
I  went  in  again  at  about  9  o'clock  with  Doctors  Thompson  and  Kussell,  who  exam- 
ined the  body.  I  .asked  his  comrades  if  they  required  anything  more  for  their  com- 
fort.    They  said  no,  and  I  left  them. 

1  know  of  no  way  by  which  Captain  Peyton  could  have  obtained  liquor  at  this 
post,  and  it  was  only  on  account  of  his  excited  state  that  I  thought  he  might  have 
been  taking  .>ome. 

I  know  of  no  L'nion  officers  or  soldiers  that  were  present  at  the  time  the  Confed- 
er.ite  officer  was  shot.  I  did  not  hear  any  conversation  at  any  time  between  tlio 
officer  that  was  shot  and  Sergeant  Young.  The  name  of  the  C(uif'ederate  officer  that 
was  shot  1  understood  to  be  Captain  Peyton. 

I  would  further  state  th:it  I  have  always  regarded  Sergeant  Young  as  a  young 
man  possessing  an  exemplary,  mild  temper,  and  I  was  surprised  on  learning  that  he 
was  the  one  who  had  shot  Captain  Peyton.  This  reputati(ni  in  favor  of  Sergeant 
Y'oung  I  think  can  be  sustained  by  prisoners  in  camp  with  whom  he  had  to  do. 
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Surg.  .Iames  H.  Thompson  was  duly  sworn,  and  testified  as  follows: 

I  am  sur:;eon  in  charge  of  priaouers-of-war  oaiiip  at  this  post.  At  iiliont  8  o'clock 
in  tho  evening  of  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  Coiifeilenite  orticers,  prisoners  of  war.  I 
was  notified  by  the  medical  director  that  a  Confederate  otticer  had  been  shot,  and 
he  rec[iiested  iiie  to  nial<6  an  investigation.  I  calli'd  at  the  otiicc  of  Captain  .Sides, 
wlio  ha<l  charge  nt'  priMiners'  camp,  and  made  imiuiries.  anil  there  learueil  that 
.■p  captain  liad  been  shot  some  two  honrs  previously  and  ilied  almost  instantly. 
While  in  the  office,  the  otficer  of  the  day,  in  company  with  1  >cictor  Russell  and 
myself,  went  to  the  cook-house  in  the  officers'  camp  and  found  tho  body.  I  found  ,1 
))enetr.ating  wound  of  tho  chest,  laiused,  I  should  judge,  by  a  pistol  slug  or  ball. 
The  wound  penetrated  the  sternum  at  the  right  side,  between  the  third  and  fourth 
ribs,  passing  obliquely  toward  the  right  and  lodging  just  underneath  the  skin  of 
the  back,  between  the  fourth  an<l  fifth  ribs,  near  ami  on  the  left  of  the  vertebr.e 
colunin.  The  right  auricle  of  the  heart  and  the  descending  aorta  lay  in  the  course 
of  the  wound.  No  further  post  moitem  was  made.  From  the  direction  of  the 
wound  I  should  judge  that  the  person  tiring  the  |dece  must  have  been  taller  than 
the  person  shot,  or  that  the  ]iiece  was  depressed.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
thi^i  wound  was  the  cause  of  his  death. 

I  was  not  at  that  time,  nor  am  I  at  present,  in  charge  of  the  ofrtcers'  camp,  but 
made  the  examination  at  the  request  of  the  medical  director. 

The  Board  theu  adjourned  at  12  o'clock  ni,,  to  meet  ai^iuu  at  2  o'clock 
this  [).  111. 

2    n'CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  All  the  members.     Sergeant  Younj:  was  also  i)reseut. 
H.  B.  DuNLAP,  first  lieutenant.  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  a  prisoner 
of  war,  was  then  duly  sworn,  and  testified  as  follows: 

On  the  L'dth  of  March,  the  day  of  our  arrival  here,  as  I  was  walking  with  Captain 
Peyton,  arm  in  arm,  I  saw  a  sergeant  (whom  I  roeogni,!e  as  the  one  now  present), 
and  I  remarked  to  Captain  Peyton,  as  we  had  been  confined  a  long  time,  I  should 
like  to  get  some  whisky.  We  both  then  approached  the  sergeant,  who  was  in  our 
camp,  and  asked  the  sergeant  if  there  wonUl  be  any  chance  to  get  some  whisky,  and 
I  think  I  touched  him  on  the  shoulder.  The  sergeant  said  no;  he  reckoned  not.  I 
saw  he  did  not  wish  to  get  it  for  us,  and  he  gave  us  so  to  understand.  Captain  Pey- 
ton had  been  drinking  in  the  morning  on  the  boat  before  we  arrived  here. 

Captain  Peyton  remarked  to  the  sergeant  something  about  a  fanatical  philanthro- 
pist and  gues.sed  he  W(uild  get  to  heaven,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Captain  Peyton  then  said  to  the  .sergeant,  "  Which  would  make  the  best  soldiers, 
yon  or  the  negroes?"  The  sergeant  laughed  and  replied,  "The  niggers  make  better 
guards  than  we  do."  Peyt(jn  then  in  a  sarcastic  way  said,  "  Yes,  I  suppose  the 
negroes  are  superior." 

The  sergeant  replied  that  he  might  talk  to  some  men  that  wav,  but  he  could  unt 
to  him. 

Peyton  said,  "Yes,''  ho  could  "  talk  to  any  one  that  way.''  The  .sergeant  said  no, 
he  must  not.  Peytim  then  used  some  oath,  but  I  could  not  tell  what  it  wa>.  The 
sergeant  then  made  a  demonstration  to  draw  his  pistol.  Peytmi  .saw  him  do  so  and 
said  to  him,  "God  damn  you,  shoot,"  or  words  to  that  efi'ect.' 

■fhe  sergeant  said  he  would  if  he  didn't  "dry  uii." 

Then  Peyton  told  him  to  shoot  and  the  Si-rgeant  di-ew  his  pistol  and  )iresented  it. 
I  then  stepped  between  them  and  took  hold  of  Peyton  and  begged  the  sergeant  not 
to  shoot  and  ho  put  up  his  pistol,  .and  I  thought  he  was  going  off.  I  then  caught  liold 
id'  Peyton's  arm.  and  tried  to  get  him  to  go  to  our  tent,  but  Peyton  said.  "No.  I  won't; 
if  he  wants  to  shoot,  let  him  shoot.  " 

I  then  coneluded,  Peyton  beinu'  a  lu-ave  man,  to  let  them  alone  and  I  stepped 
aside.  I  thought  the  sergeant  would  shoot  and  I  diilnt  care  al)nut  lieing  slii,t 
myself. 

I  then  caught  hold  of  i'eytou's  arm  again  ami  tried  to  get  Iiirn  aw;iv.  but  I'evton 
said.  "No,  Cod  damn  him,  if  he  wants  to  sli.iot,  let  him  shoot.  ' 

The  sergeant  then  drew  his  pistol  and  as  he  drew  it  IVyton  b.ired  liis  breast,  and 
the  sergeant  shot  him.  I  saw  that  he  was  dead,  or  had  the  appearance  of  dving 
immediately  and  I  called  for  Lieutenant  Haye-.  who  is  .i  iloctor  at  home,  ami  he 
.ame  up  and  said  he  was  dead.  The  sergean't  ^tood  about  six  or  eight  feet  from 
Captain  Peyton  when  he  shot  him. 

.\fter  the  sergeant  fired  he  walked  otf  iiumediatelv. 
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Captain  Peyton  appeared  very  cool  and  he  was  not  of  an  excitable  natnre.     I 

<loa't  think  lie  was  under  the  indnence  of  liquor  sufficient  to  aftei.'t  his  judgment. 
Peyton  stated  to  mo  that  he  had  been  commissioned  liy  Colonel  Duke  as  captain,  but 
had  no  command:  liut  it  is  not  generally  believed  that  he  was  a  commissioned 
officer.     I  should  judge  that  he  was  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  years  old. 

Pinton  was  a  very  determined,  self-willed  man.  The  sergeant  appeared  to  be  in 
good  humor  and  manifested  no  desire  to  continue  tlie  conversation,  but  rather  to 
bring  it  to  a  close. 

S.  X.  Cowan,  second  lieutenant,  Sixtli  Kentucky  Cavalry,  a  prisoner 
of  war,  was  duly  sworn  and  testitied  as  follows: 

I  recognize  the  sergeant  now  present  as  the  one  who  shot  Captain  Peyton  on  Sun- 
day evening  last. 

I  heard  Captain  Peyton  ask  the  sergeant  if  he  was  from  the  Bay  State.  The 
sergeant  said,  '•  No,  he  was  tnuu  New  Hamp>hire."  Captain  Peyton  replied  that  he 
was  a  tit  subject  to  associate  with  that  guard,  pointing  toward  the  colored  guard 
that  were  on  duty  about  the  camp. 

The  sergeant  replied,  ••  Ynu  may  talk  to  some  men  that  way,  but  you  can't  to  me." 
Sever.il  words  passed  between  them  (I  couldn't  hear  what  it  was),  and  the  sergeant 
drew  his  pistol,  when  Lieutenant  Dunlap,  who  was  present,  requested  him  not  to 
sh("d. 

Captain  Peyton  said,  "  He  won't  shoot:  he  daren't  shoot,"  when  the  sergeant  put 
up  liis  pistol. 

Some  more  words  passed  between  them  which  I  cannot  remember,  when  the 
sergeant  drew  his  pistol  again  and  shot  hiui. 

Captain  Peyton  appeared  to  be  very  coid;  he  was  not  an  excitable  man.  I  under- 
stood that  he  had  been  drinking  that  day,  but  could  not  tell  whether  he  was  under 
the  influence  of  liquor  at  that  time  or  not. 

Capt.  AuGUSTrs  D.  Sanborn,  Fifth  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
was  duly  sworn,  and  testilied  as  follows: 

I  was  field  officer  of  the  day  on  Sunday  the  2d  instant.  I  was  at  the  head  of  the 
street,  in  the  officers'  camp,  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  about  fifteen  minutes  after 
their  arrival,  when  I  heard  a  shot.  I  looked  around  to  see  if  it  was  any  of  the  guard. 
At  that  instant  Sergeant  Young  came  up  to  me  and  said,  "Captain,  I  have  shot  a 
man  while  in  the  line  of  my  duty."  I  replied,  that  is  all  very  well,  and  then  went 
off  down  the  street  where  the  officer  lay  that  was  shot;  he  didn't  breathe  more  tlian 
half  a  dozen  times  after  I  saw  him. 

There  was  an  officer  there  who  seemed  to  lie  his  friend,  and  he  said,  "Captain, 
would  you  like  to  hear  how  this  occuredf  I  told  him  ••  I  would  like  to  hear  what 
he  had  to  say  in  regard  to  it.'' 

He  said  113  near  as  he  could  rind  out  it  was  on  acconnt  of  the  negroe.s' being  on 
guard,  whom  this  officer,  who  was  shot,  said  were  far  superior  to  the  sergeant. 

He  said  tlie  sergeant  replied  that  he  ccuild  not  hear  such  talk  while  he  was  on  duty 
at  the  camp.  He  said  he  spoke  to  the  sergeant,  and  told  him  he  better  put  up  his 
revolver,  and  the  -ergeant  did.  Then  the  offii'er  which  he  shot  started  toward  the 
sergeant  with  his  fists  doubled  up  and  shaking  them  in  his  face.  He  said  the  officer 
stepped  back  and  bared  his  breast  and  dared  the  sergeant  to  shoot  him.  He  told  me 
that  the  officer  who  was  shot  was  a  captain. 

I  reported  the  case  to  hi'adquarters  in  my  official  report  the  next  morning,  and 
Sergeant  Young  told  me  that  he  reported  to  the  general  immediately  after  the 
occurrence. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow, 
tlie  I'od  instant. 

Headijuarters  Fifth  Xe'vn'  HA:MrsniRE  Volunteers, 

I'diiit  Lookouf,  Mil.,  March  Vo,  1SG4. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adiDtinniieiit. 

Present:  All  the  members.  ."Sergeant  Young,  Company  A,  Second 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  was  :ilso  present. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  aloud  by  the  recorder  and 
approved. 

Capt.  J.  X.  Patter.son,  provost-marslial,  was  then  called  before  the 
Board,  and  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  fullows: 

The  name  of  the  jirisoner  of  war  who  was  -iiot  at  this  post  on  .Sunday,  the  20tli 
instant,  is  borne  on  my  rolN  as   L.  1,'.  I'i-\t'Hi,   private  of  Duke's  regiment.     He 
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arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  that  day  with  a  lot  of  Confederate  officers,  and  was 
reported  by  the  officer  who  came  in  charge  as  being  a  doctor. 

Sergt.  Edwin  Young  then  presented  a  written  statement,  wbich  was 
duly  examined  by  the  Board,  and  is  appended  to  these  proceedings  aa 
a  docunieut  marked  A. 

The  Board  would  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  evidence  and 
statement  as  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  bearing  upon  the  ca.se  in 
question. 
^  CHAS.  E.  HAPGOOD, 

Colonel  Fifth  Sew  Hampshire  Volunteers.,  Frenident. 
H.  Q.  SARGENT, 
Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Recorder. 

The  Board  having  no  further  business  before  it  then  adjourned  sine 

'^"'"  CHAS.  E.  HAPGOOD, 

Colonel  Fifth  Neu-  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Fresident. 
H.  Q.  SARGENT, 
Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Xew  Hampshire  Vohinteers,  Recorder. 

He.vdquartees  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 

Foint  Lookout,  Md.,  March  25,  1S64—10  a.  m. 
The  Board  reassembled  pursuant  to  the  following  order: 

Special  Okders,  i  llEAiHiCAiiTERs  Saint  Mary's  District, 

\;(,.  go_  ^  Foint  Lookuiit,  Aid.,  March  ^4,  ISOI. 

The  board  of  officers  detailed  by  order  of  March  21, 1864,  to  investigate  and  report 
the  tacts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  shooting  of  a  Confederate  officer,  a 
lin>..ner  of  war,  by  .Sergt.  Edwin  Young,  Company  A,  Second  New  Hampsliire  \  ol- 
unteers,  on  the  20th  instant,  will  reassemble  at  this  post  on  the  25th  instant  at  10 
o'lli.ck  in  the  forenoon  to  report  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the 
shooting  of  said  officer  which  they  may  find  established  by  the  evidence  taken, 
ilv  command  of  Brig,  Gen.  G.  Marston: 
^  J.  N.  PATTERSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Present :  Col.  Charles  E.  Hapgood,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers ; 
:\Iaj.  Samuel  P.  Sayles,  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers;  Lieut. 
H.  Q.  Sargent,  Twelfth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  orders  the  Board  proceeded  to 
deliberate  upon  the  evidence  adduced,  trom  which  it  appears  that  the 
following  facts  are  established,  viz: 

That  Private  L.  R.  Peyton,  of  Duke's  regiment,  a  prisoner  of  war, 
was  .shot  to  death  while  in  the  camp  for  Confederate  officers  at  this  post 
at  about  the  hour  of  5  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  March,  18(34, 
by  a  pistol  slug  or  ball,  which  pistol  was  in  the  hands  of  Sergt.  Edwin 
Young,  Companv  A,  .Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  said  sergeant 
being  on  duty  at  this  time  in  said  camp,  and  that  Sergeant  Young  was 
ur.ued  to  this  act  by  profane  and  insulting  language  and  violent  gestures 
bv  the  said  Pevton. 

"it  further  appears  that  the  said  Peyton,  prisoner  of  war,  arrived  at 
this  post  in  the  atternoon  of  the  same  day  that  he  was  shot:  that  he 
had  drank  liquor  on  the  boat  from  Baltimore  to  this  place  on  that  day, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  case  in  question  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  was  under  the  intluence  of  li([uor  suHicient  to  affect  his 
judgment. 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  language  and  gestures  used  by  Peyton 
were  unprovoked  by  any  act  or  word  of  Sergeant  Young,  and  further- 
more that  SergeantYoung  possesses  a  mild  temper  and  that  his  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  of  war  has  been  uniformly  kind. 
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The  Boarci  respectfully  submit  the  foregoiug  as  the  facts  established 
by  the  evidence  taken. 

CHAS.  E.  HAPGOOD, 

Colonel  Fifth  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  President. 
H.  Q.  SARGENT, 
Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Recorder. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

CHAS.  E.  HAPGOOD, 

Colonel  Fifth  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  President. 
H.  Q.  SARGENT, 

Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Recorder. 


I'oiNT  Lookout,  March  33,  1SC4. 
To  the  Board  or  Commissioners: 

Gentlejien:  My  name  is  Edwiu  Young,  second  sergeant  Com- 
pany A,  Second  isew  Hampshire  Volunteers.  1  enlisted  the  22d  of 
May,  1861,  since  which  time  I  have  been  in  the  U.  S.  service  and 
have  performed  the  duties  of  my  office  faithfully,  in  testimony  of  which 
I  refer  you  to  my  company  and'  regimental  ofiUcers.  For  the  past  six 
months  1  have  been  on  detached  service  at  prisoners'  camp  as  sergeant 
in  charge  of  two  divisions  of  prisoners,  and  as  you  are  well  aware  it 
has  brought  me  in  contact  with  a  great  many  different  kinds  of  persons. 
I  have  uniformly  treated  the  prisoners  with  kinduess  and  with  all  leni- 
ency compatible  with  my  duties  as  a  soldier,  and  am  satisfied  that  by 
inquiries  among  the  prisoners  who  have  had  any  kind  of  intercourse 
with  nie  they  will  satisfy  you  that  I  never  have  treated  any  one  with 
undue  harshness  or  taken  advantage  of  their  situation  as  prisoners. 

In  the  course  of  my  duties  I  was  called  on  last  Sunday,  March  liU,  by 
Captain  Sides  to  assist  hiiu  in  providing  some  prisoners  who  had  just 
arrived  with  teut  accommodations,  and  after  fitting  up  a  stove  in  one 
of  tlie  tents.  I  came  in  contact  with  two  Confederate  officers  who 
approaclied  me  and  asked  if  I  could  get  them  some  whisky,  using 
these  words:  "You  look  like  a  damned  old  whisky  head,"' and ''can't 
you  get  us  some  whisky."  I  told  them  I  did  not  use  the  article,  and 
the  authorities  did  not  allow  it  on  the  Point.  One  of  them,  Captain 
Peyton,  said:  '-Do  not  make  a  God  damn  fool  of  yourself  here,  you 
fanatic  ])hilanthroi)ist,  or  ymi  will  go  to  heaven.''  Whilst  he  was  mak- 
ing this  last  remark  I  was  busy  placing  a  piece  of  tent  in  its  place,  and 
after  having  done  so  was  again  addressed  by  him  with  ''We  have  got 
greenbacks,  and  you  will  get  it  for  us."  I  smiled  and  told  him  '-no."' 
He  said:  ••  Vou  are  a  tit  subject  to  be  here,"  and  asked  me  which  made 
the  best  soldiers,  "you  or  the  negroes'?"  I  told  him  ''they  made  the  best 
of  guards,"  and  in  reply  he  said  the  negro  was  superior  to  the  Yankee, 
and  that  all  we  ever  knew  we  learned  from  them.  I  then  asked  liini 
which  way  lie  meant.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  a  Bay  State  man.  I  told 
him  no,  I  was  a  Xew  Hampshire  man.  He  said  so  much  the  worse,  and 
1  was  a  fit  subject  U>  associate  with  them,  pointing  to  the  guard  who 
were  walking  on  the  fence.  I  then  told  him  he  could  talk  that  to  some 
njieu,  but  not  to  me  while  doing  my  duty.  He  then  said  if  I  did  not  like 
his  talk  I  could  leave,  at  the  same  time  stepping  toward  me.  I  told 
liim  1  should  not,  at  the  same  time  putting  my  hand  ou  my  revolver, 
(hawing  it  from  its  case.  He  told  me  I  did  not  dare  to  shoot.  I  told 
him  I  would  it  he  did  not  dry  up.  At  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Dun- 
lap  stepped  between  us,  and  told  me  not  to  shoot  and  to  put  up  my 
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revolver.  I  immediately  did  so,  lie  takiunj  Captain  Peyton  by  tlie  arm 
t(t  lead  him  off,  and  1  turned  to  go  away,  but  he  followed  me,  and  shak- 
ing his  list  at  me  telling  me  I  did  not  dare  shoot,  and  was  a  coward. 
1  immediately  drew  my  revolver  and  told  him  I  would,  immediately 
niiou  which  he  threw  open  his  coat,  and  placing  himself  in  a  defiant 
]io.sition  dared  me  to  shoot,  upon  which  I  cocked  my  revolver  and  fired, 
il;e  ball  taking  eBect  upon  his  person,  when  he  immediately  fell.  As 
>oou  as  I  saw  the  effect  of  the  shot  I  hastened  to  report  to  the  ofticer  of 
the  guard,  but  seeing  the  officer  of  the  day  (Captain  Sanborn),  Fifth 
New  Uamiishire  Volunteers,  reported  to  him  that  1  had  shot  a  Confed- 
erate officer  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  He  said,  "All  very  well,"' 
and  he  immediately  went  to  ascertain  the  facts. 

After  intbrming  Captain  Sanborn  1  immediately  proceeded  to  head- 
(juarters  and  reported  to  (Jeneral  Marston  iu  i)erson,  stating  to  him  the 
l)articulars  of  the  case.  He  told  me  to  go  back  and  continue  iu  the 
discharge  of  my  duties,  which  I  did,  and  have  continued  to  do  to  the 
best  of  my  abdities  both  before  and  since  the  unfortunate  occurrence, 
and  an  invesigation  having  been  ordered  in  regard  to  it,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  ofler  you  the  within  truthful  statement,  to  which  I  am  willing 
and  ready  to  swear  to,  and  believing  that  yon  will  give  it  a  proper 
investigation,  and  relying  upon  your  justice,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
scribe myself, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

EDWIX  YOUNG, 
Seconil  Sergeant   Company  A,  Second  Xeic  Mampuhire  Volunteers. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  i.'3d  day  of  March,  IStjl,  at 
Point  Lookout,  Md. 

H.  Q.  SAKGEXT. 
Lieutenant  and  Judge- Advocate,  General  Court  Martial. 

[first  iudorsemeut.] 

Officf.  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washingtvn.  D.  C,  March  oO,  18G4. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  circumstances  as  shown  by  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
officers  fully  justify  the  act  of  Sergeant  Y'oung.  While  in  the  execution 
of  his  office  he  was  grossly  insulted  and  detied  by  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  it  was  only  after  this  was  jiersisted  iu  without  provocation  that  he 
was  com|)elled  to  vindicate  himself  and  the  jiosition  he  held  in  a  man- 
ner which  resulted  so  seriously  to  the  offender. 

W.  HCFl'MAX, 
Colond    Third   lufantrii  awl   Coiumi>:sari/-(_!encral  of  I'rinonerx. 


General  [Hitchcock|:  This  does  not  appear  satisfactory  to  lue. 
In  the  relation  that  existed  between  the  sergeant  and  unarmed  pris- 
oner, the  killing  was.  in  my  judgment,  entirely  unjustifiable. 

The  sergeant  should  be  put  on  his  trial  for  murder. 

ED.  i;.  S.  CANBY. 


Washington,  March  :;i,  l^ni. 
It  is  of  vital  importance  that  guards  over  prisoners  of  war  should  be 
protected  m  the  execution  of  their  duty. 
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In  this  case,  if  the  sergeant  had  ordered  the  rebel  under  guard  and 
he  had  refused  obedience,  his  death  ^ould  clearly  have  been  a  case  of 
justifiable  homicide,  A  military  commission  might  so  decide  under  the 
circumstances  presented  iu  these  proceedings,  but  inasmuch  as  these 
proceedings  appear  extrajudicial  {vide  the  last  clause  of  the  Ninety- 
Second  Article  of  War),  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  a  military  commission. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Jlfijor-General  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


War  Department,  April  6,  1S64. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
By  direction  of  the  President  a  court  of  inquiry  will  be  assembled 
at  Point  Lookout  to  investigate  the  facts  connected  with  the  killing  of 
the  prisoner  Pej'ton. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY, 
Brif/adier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


'March  27,  1S64.— For  report  of  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Little,  First  Mis- 
souri State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  the  summary  trial  of  three  bushwhackers 
and  the  execution  of  two  of  them,  and  remarks,  April  3,  1864,  of  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  U,  S.  Army,  commanding  Central  District  of  Mis- 
souri, see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  I,  p.  856,  and  Part  III,  p.  32.] 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Xatchez,  3Iiss.,  Mareh  37,  1S64. 
Captain  Oaven,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Post  of  Woodrille : 

Captain:  I  am  to-day  shown  a  letter  from  Colonel  Dillon  to  your- 
self, iu  which  Mrs.  Eichardson,  of  Woodville,  is  threatened  with  severe 
measures  unless  she  obtains  the  release  of  one  G.  W.  Brown  from  irons. 
I  regret  that  this  lady  should  be  placed  in  peril  for  acts  for  which,  I 
assure  you,  she  is  in  no  way  responsible,  as  the  ironing  took  place 
before  she  arrived  in  this  city. 

Information  reached  me  that  Mr.  Eichardson  had  been  taken  prisoner 
by  your  forces  and  murdered,  on  information  of  Mrs.  Brown,  mother 
of  i)risoner.  that  Eichardson  had  given  information  to  our  troops  when 
in  Woodville  that  led  to  the  capture  of  a  party  of  your  men,  which 
information,  I  am  well  assured,  was  incorrect,  as  the  information  was 
given  by  another  man. 

ilr.  G.  W.  Brown  is  now  held  as  a  hostage  for  the  safety  of  Mr. 
Eichardson. 

If  Mr.  Eichardson  is  alive,  on  your  satisfying  me  of  the  fact,  Mr. 
Brown  will  be  released  from  irons  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
otherwise  he  will  be  executed  in  retaliation. 

If  your  authorities  are  willing,  I  will  exchange  Mr.  Brown  for  Mr. 
Eichardson  under  Hag  of  truce  any  day  you  wish. 

1  would  respectfully  add  that  if  your  authorities  further  distress  this 
defeuseless  woman  I  will  retaliate  tenfold  on  your  friends  in  this  city. 
Very  respectfully,  \'c., 

J.  M.  TUTTLE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Office  Inspector-Generax, 

In  the  Field,  March  :i7,  1864. 
Maj.  William  M.  Leva",  C.  S.  Army, 

Commissioner  of  Exchange: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  flag  of  trace 
to-day,  of  your  coiumimication  of  the  iTith  instant,  calling  attention  to 
the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  our 
cartel  of  January  4,  18G4. 

In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  failure  on  our  part  has  been  due  as  to 
those  prisoners  taken  at '-Fort  Butler  and  elsewhere,"  who  had  beeu 
scnth  North,  to  the  fact  that  although  application  was  duly  made  for 
their  return  to  this  dejiartmcnt  to  be  exchanged,  yet  that  up  to  this 
time  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  procure  their  return;  and  as  to 
those  prisoners  detained  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  lact  that 
the  smallpox  has  existed  among  them,  and  it  was  not  deemed  proper 
to  forward  any  of  them  until  all  danger  of  the  contagion  of  that  dis- 
ease should  be  at  an  end.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  this  disease  is  now 
wholly  eradicated  from  among  them,  and  it  is  only  the  immediate  pend- 
ency of  the  present  military  movements  which  has  prevented  their 
being  forwarded  before  this  date. 

I  am  now  instructed  by  .Major  General  Banks  to  say  that  all  the 
prisoners  nf  war  captured  up  to  this  time  by  him  from  the  command  of 
Major*  ieneral  Taylor,  antl  held  by  him  within  this  department,  includ- 
ing those  taken  at  Fort  De  Itussy  and  at  James'  Store,  will  be  immedi- 
ately collected  and  forwarded  by  steamer  to  be  delivered  to  you  at 
some  point  on  Red  River  above  Alexandria,  if  such  arrangement  shall 
be  agreeable  to  Major-General  Taylor,  to  be  exchanged  for  those  jiris- 
oners  now  held  by  the  latter:  and  it  is  ho|)ed  that  as  we  shall  thus 
have  in  our  hands  prisoners  exceeding  in  number  those  now  held  by 
you  and  those  delivered  by  you  as  an  excess  under  the  cartel  of  Decem- 
i)er,  ISG.'f,  it  would  be  convenient  for  yow  to  deliver  to  us  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  returned  by  the  same  steamer,  all  the  prisoners  now  held 
by  3Iajor-Geiieial  Taylor  taken  from  the  command  of  Major-General 
Banks.  <'apt.  C.  LeD.  Flgee  is  in  our  hands,  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
unhurt:  he  will  of  course  be  included  in  the  exchange  above  proposed. 

The  letter  to  his  address  inclosed  in  yours  of  the  I'otli  shall  be  duly 
delivered. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  procured  from  the  commissary 
of  prisoners  in  New  ( >i'Ieans  tiie  iiiformalion  that  the  six  enlisted  men  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  Louisiana  Regiment,  named  in  your  (■(mimuuication  of 
February  '25,  as  having  been  arrested  when  upon  their  parole,  given  at 
N'icksburg  "are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  time  on  their  i)aroles,  four 
at  their  homes  in  Thibodeaux  and  two  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.'' 
1  am,  major,  very  resjiectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

(HAS.  C.   DWIGIIT. 
CohiHil  and  Actiii;/  A.-sistitnt   Ii/.spcctor-dencnil. 


IlEADiiUAUTERS    EIGHTEENTH    AlOIY    CORPS. 
DEPART:\rENT    OF    ViKGINtA    AND    NoRTII    CAROLINA. 

Fortress  .Monroe,  March  ,'.s,  1801. 
Colonel  Hoffman, 

Commissanj-deneral  of  Prisoners,  Washington.  T>.  C: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  e;ill  vour  attention  to  the  fact  that  I 
have  just  received  a  communication  fioui  General  Marston,  command- 
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ing  at  Point  Lookout,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  "Proceedings  of  a 
board  of  ofticers''*  convened  at  this  point,  to  investigate  and  report 
the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  witli  the  shooting  of  a  prisoner 
of  war,  named  Peyton,  on  the  20th  instant. 

The  Board  was  convened  and  the  original  proceedings  forwarded  to 
Colonel  Hoffman,  agreeably  to  an  order  issued  by  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  dated  the  17th  instant. 

It  would  seem  that  this  order  was  issued  directly  to  General  Mars- 
ton  without  having  passed  through  these  headquarters. 

It  would  tend  greatly  to  the  regularity  of  business  if  communica- 
tions to  the  officer  commanding  the  prisoners'  camp  at  Point  Lookout 
could  take  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  prescribed  by  the  Eegulations 
of  the  Army.  If  the  usual  course  had  been  taken  in  this  instance,  per- 
haps, the  "Findings  of  the  Board  of  Inquiry'"  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory.  If  it  had  been  composed  of  officers  selected  by  the  com- 
manding general — not  from  the  regiment  immediately  in  charge  of  the 
prisoners  of  war,  each  of  whom  may  be  subjected  to  a  like  investiga- 
tion for  a  like  act,  and  be  supposed,  therefore,  to  have  a  fellow-feeling — 
and  in  saying  this,  I  in  no  manner  mean  to  impugn  the  probity  or  pro- 
priety of  action  of  the  present  Board — it  might  have  been  more  satis- 
factory. But  as  I  have  not  been  noticed  in  the  proceeding,  of  course  1 
have  not  examined  it. 

But  it  seems  to  me  tliat  in  the  very  delicate  matter  of  inquiring 
into  the  taking  of  the  life  of  a  man,  especially  a  prisoner  of  war,  which 
may  be  misrepresented  to  our  rebel  enemies  and  lead  to  attempted 
retaliation,  it  should  appear  that  the  facts  were  found  by  a  board 
which,  like  C;esar's  wife,  should  be  beyond  suspicion. 

I  know  I  have  but  to  call  your  attention  to  this,  which  I  deem  an 

irregularity,  to  prevent  its  recurrence  in  the  action  of  so  good  a  soldier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commandiiuj. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  fob  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  .if<,  1864. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Ayent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  and  present 
condition  of  William  H.  Kitcliing,  who  was  taken  prisoner  while  in 
command  of  a  j>icket-boat,  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Nipsic,  on  the  night 
of  the  2(ith  of  February  last,  near  Charleston,  S.  C. ! 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Mqjor-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchamje. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  28,  18H4. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
The  prisoners  of  war  at  Gratiot  Street  Prison  ought  to  be  sent  away 
immediately.     The  prison  is  overflowing  and  can  thus  be  relieved  for 
the  present. 

W.  S.  ROSECRAXS, 

21ajor- General. 

"See  p.  1097. 
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Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  28,  1S6L 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretart/  of  War: 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  cartels  forwarded  by  MajorGeneral  Banks, 
with  his  communication  of  the -d  of  February  hist,  ami  the  correspond- 
ence in  connection  with  them,  I  have  to  observe  that  the  cartel  agreed 
upon  at  HaxalTs  Landing,  on  James  River,  \'a.,  on  the  2l'd  ut  July, 
1862,  between  MajorGeneral  Dix,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  MajorGeneral  Hill,  ••  G.  8.  A.,''  published  in  General  Orders, 
Xo.  14-',  of  September  25,  1S(;2,  having  never  been  by  authority  abro- 
gated, though  temporarily  suspended  iu  its  action,  because  of  violations 
of  it  by  the  rebel  authorities,  should  be  considered  as  so  far  operative 
as  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  any  other  than  local  agreements  for 
exchange  between  generals  mutually  opposed  to  each  other  in  the  held. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  cartels  submitted  by  General  JJanks 
lie  regarded  as  of  the  nature  of  agreements  made  iu  the  held,  and  that 
they  l)e  executed  according  to  their  terms,  with  the  understanding  that 
no  further  action  be  had  under  them,  and  that  hereafter  no  exchanges 
be  made,  except  under  the  cartel  of  the  -.">th  of  September,  1862,  and 
by  generals  commanding  iu  the  held,  the  latter  in  all  cases  to  be  of  the 
nature  of  agreements- between  mutually  opposed  commanders  in  the 
tield  according  to  tlie  general  laws  of  war.  I  beg  to  remark  upon  two 
jioints  in  this  correspiuidence  of  a  special  character. 

The  rebel  authorities  have  virtually  been  countenanced  in  holding 
colored  troops  as  excepted  from  the  terms  of  exchange;  for,  while  they 
decline  to  entertain  any  (piestion  by  which  such  troops  are  to  be  recog- 
nized as  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  soldiers  in  conformity  with  express 
orders  from  the  rebel  trovernment,  they  enter  upon  a  cartel  under  a 
mere  declaration  that  they  hold  no  colored  men  belonging  to  •' organ- 
izations,"'by  which  they  have  been  permitted  to  set  out  the  ))rinciple 
that  they  will  not  entertain  any  proposition  which  would  require  them 
to  treat  colored  troops  as  soldiers. 

There  is  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  rebel  ofiQcers  will  carefully  retain 
such  a  position,  by  horrible  means,  as  will  enable  them  constantly  in 
the  future  to  set  forward  the  same  declaration — that  they  hold  no  col- 
ored men  belonging  to  organizations. 

The  other  point  is  this :  The  rebel  authorities  in  the  Southwest  decline 
to  release  non-combatants,  except  upon  an  agreement  on  our  part  not  to 
make  arrests  of  that  class — the  i)oiut  which  Mr.  Ould  has  been  urging — 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  thus  indirectly  what  would  amount  to  a 
(piasi  recognition  of  the  equal  privileges  of  rebels  with  L'nion  citizens, 
thus  i)rotecting  all  civil  otfenders  iu  rel)ellion  from  arrest  for  treason. 
I  would  suggest  that  particular  care  should  be  taken  not  to  enter  into 
any  agreement  of  this  uature  under  any  pretense  whatever. 

r  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-Ocnera!  a/   Volunt/rrs,  CDDimisnioiirr  of  E.rchiinr/f. 


JlARCii  29,  1864. 
Referred  by  Secretary  of  "War  to  General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff,  for 
consideration  and  publication  of  such   orders   as  may  be  necessary  to 
meet  the  points  presented. 
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Bristol,  Tenn.,  March  28,  1864. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon  : 

Deae  Sir:  About  twelve  mouths  ago  William  H.  Turley,  a  citizen 
of  Kuos  County,  iu  this  State,  went  to  Kichmoud,  Va.,  and  got  permis- 
sion from  the  proper  authorities  to  pass  our  Hues  and  go  Xorth  for  the 
purpose  of  embarking  for  Europe,  where  he  proposed  buying  a  fast- 
running  steamer  and  eugage  in  blockade-running  from  Nassau  to 
Charleston.  While  in  New  York  he  was  recognized  by  a  Union  man 
from  Kuoxville,  who  gave  General  Burnside  the  informatiou,  upon 
which  he  was  arrested,  taken  to  Cincinnati,  and,  without  trial  or  notice 
of  charges,  sent  to  Johnson's  Island  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since,  and  1  leain  fi-om  exchanged  prisoners  that  they 
are  determined  to  hold  him  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  has  never 
been  in  the  army,  but  has  been  as  efficient  iu  the  cause  as  if  he  had 
been.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  wealth  and  high  social  position,  and  a 
true  and  sound  Southern  mau.  There  are  jirominent  Union  men,  Fed- 
eral sympathizers,  within  our  lines  win),  if  taken  as  hostages,  could 
procure  his  release.  I  had  a  conversatiou  with  General  Longstreet  a 
day  or  two  since  on  the  subject,  and  he  informs  me  that  he  is  not 
authorized  to  make  the  arrest  iu  such  a  case  without  authority  from 
you  to  do  so.  I  write  to  ask  such  authority  to  be  given  and  the  power 
exercised  on  behalf  of  a  gentleman  who  has  been  imprisoned  ten  long- 
months  already.  Seth  J.  W.  Luckey,  William  H.  Maxwell,  of  Wash- 
ington, or  Charles  J.  McKinney  and  A.  P.  Caldwell,  of  Hawkins 
County,  all  of  this  State,  or  either  of  them,  if  arrested  and  held  as 
hostages  for  Mr.  Turley,  would  effect  his  release.  You  may  have  for- 
gotten me,  and  will  call  to  your  mind  the  fact  that  we  were  iu  Congress 
together  in  lS-45— 40.  Mr.  Turley  is  a  son-in-law  of  mine,  hence  my  solic- 
itude for  him.  If  jou  wish  to  know  anything  else  in  regard  to  myself, 
I  refer  you  to  General  Henry,  Senator,  and  others  of  the  Tennessee  Dele- 
gation. Y'"our  early  attention  to  the  subject-matter  herein  embraced 
will  much  oblige  jour  friend. 

Very  trulv  and  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  M.  COCKE. 

;  First  iiuloracment.! 

Commissioner  Ould: 

Would  you  advise  the  course  recoiiuneuded?  Its  expediency  seems 
very  questionable,  as  tlie  enemy  have  in  every  way  an  unscrupulous 
cruelty,  as  well  as  superior  facilities  for  securing  the  advantage  in  such 
a  policy. 

J.  A.  SEDDOX, 

JSecretarij. 

[Second  iudnrsemfnt.] 

April  (i,  is04. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
I  would  much  prefer  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Y'ankee  citizens 
rather  than  Union  men  m  Tennessee.  If  the  latter  course  is  pursued 
the  Federals  will  make  tive  arrests  for  one.  Besides,  Mr.  Turley  went 
voluntarily  into  the  enemy's  territory.  Is  it  entirely  certain  that  the 
Federals  did  not  have  the  right  to  arrest  Mr.  Turley,  he  being  an  alien 
enemy  within  their  lines  J 

RO.  OULD, 
Aijent  of  ExduuKje. 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Vivk.shuni,  Miss.,  March  :iS,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  Commanding  C.  S.  Cavalry: 

(iENERAL:  Your  Communication  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d  is  Just 
received.  In  behalf  of  the  wounded  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  com- 
plying with  my  request,  and  1  regret  that  I  cannot,  under  my  instruc- 
tions, comply  with  your  wish  for  an  equal  exchange.  In  regard  to 
recovering  the  body  of  Captain  Hamilton  of  your  staff.  n<iw  within  our 
lines,  sucii  arrangements  are  being  made  as  I  believe  will  effect  the 
object.  With  reference  to  the  exchange  of  some  members  of  your  escort 
company,  now  at  Alton,  111.,  I  refer  to  my  communication  to  you  of  the 
L';5(l  instant.  Were  any  discretionary  powers  given  to  commanding 
officers,  it  might  sometimes  effect  a  saving  to  both  Governments,  and  be 
humane  to  those  whom  the  fortunes  of  war  chance  to  be  made  prisoners. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  McARTnrR, 
Brii/aiUi'r-Gi'neral,  CommaniliiKj. 


Army  of  Southwestern  Virginia, 

Salt c Hit,  March  iS,  ISH-l. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretari/  <>/  War: 

Sir:  The  silence  of  the  Confederate  Government  iu  relation  to  the 
brutal  murder  of  my  brother,  Maj.  Edgar  Burroughs,  by  a  negro  sen- 
tinel whilst  contined  to  his  bed  with  the  smallpox  in  the  city  of  Ports- 
mouth, has  induced  me  to  write  and  give  you  the  ]iarticulars  of  that 
sad  aflair,  hoping  some  etibrt  nuij'  be  made  to  retaliate  for  this  delib- 
erate and  wanton  act. 

Major  Burrouglis  was  betrayed  by  one  of  his  negro  men  in  Xovem- 
ber  last,  carried  to  Norfolk  by  a  mixed  regiment  of  negroes  and  white 
men  and  placed  in  close  coutinement  in  a  dungeon,  ironed  to  the  tioor 
and  handcuffs  upon  his  wrists.  He  was  tried  for  breach  of  parole  and 
destruction  of  U.  S.  property,  and  was  sentenced  to  be  executed.  To 
establish  the  fact  that  Major  Burroughs  had  been  regularly  exchanged, 
ray  father  wrote  to  Judge  Ould,  by  tiag  of  truce,  during  the  trial;  but 
General  Butler,  with  a  malignant  and  designing  purpose,  refused  to 
permit  this  letter  to  pass  through  the  lines  to  liichmoud,  knowing  too 
well  that  the  commissioner  of  exchange  could  exonerate  Major  Bur- 
roughs from  the  slanderous  charge  wliich  has  been  brought  against 
him.  This  fact,  in  itself,  is  sufticieut  to  show  the  fell  designs  of  that 
corrupt  and  wicked  man.  Contined  iu  a  damp  and  filthy  cell,  he  con- 
tracted the  smallpox  and  was  moved  to  the  pest-house  in  I'ortsmouth. 
From  this  place  he  was  ordered  on  the  i.'")th  of  .January  to  be  moved  to 
tiie  jail,  but  when  the  officers  with  ambulance  went  for  that  purpose 
the  negroes  replied,  that  --the  force  was  not  sutficient  to  take  him — he 
should  not  go.''  About  3  o'clock  of  the  same  night  he  was  shot.  <3ur 
enemies,  while  glorying  in  this  horrible  deed,  took  particular  pains  to 
pulilish  that  he  was  shot  while  attempting  to  escape.  Before  the  med- 
ical director,  in  presence  of  witnesses  and  upon  his  dying  bed,  [Major 
Burroughs  denied  this  damning  calumny.  In  answer  to  the  medical 
director  whether  or  not  he  was  attempting  to  escape,  he  replied:  •■  No, 
I  was  only  endeavoring  to  turn  iu  my  bed — it  was  a  wanton  act,"  Dur- 
ing his  trial,  several  Congressmen  were  written  to  with  a  view  nf  \n-o- 
tecting  as  far  as  possible  Major  Burroughs  from  any  unjust  treatuieut 
by  the  enemy.  Mr.  Lleiskell,  of  Tennessee,  replied  that  after  consult- 
ing with  Ju(lge  Ould  he  was  satisfied  that  the  exchange  was  regularly 
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made,  and  the  Goverumeat  would  retaliate  for  any  severe  measures 
inflicted  upon  him. 

It  is  my  honest  belief,  sir,  that  that  wicked  man  Butler  never  intended, 
from  the  first,  that  Major  Burroughs  should  escape  with  his  life,  and  he 
was  scrupulous  of  no  means  by  which  he  might  get  rid  of  him.  I 
appeal  to  you,  sir,  if  such  an  outrage  should  pass  by  unnoticed  by  the 
Confederate  Government  ?  Shall  a  faithful  soldier  be  imprisoned  and 
murdered  whenever  it  suits  the  whims  and  caprices  of  an  implacable 
foe,  and  these  Confederate  States,  which  have  won  the  admiration  of 
the  world  abroad,  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  its  enemies 
at  home  ?  I  hope  not,  and  pray,  in  Justice  to  the  honored  dead  and 
those  who  may  yet  fall  the  victims  of  Butler  and  his  truckling  slaves, 
that  some  steps  may  be  taken  to  retaliate  for  this  wauton  act,  and  stop 
the  murder  of  our  gallant  men  in  future. 

Justice  to  a  fallen  brother  is  the  apology  I  otter  for  intruding  this 
letter  upon  the  responsibilities  of  your  position. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  BURROUGHS, 
Lieutenant  "/  Artillery,  C.  S.  Army. 


April  3,  1864. 
Commissioner  Oi'LD  : 

Have  you  other  information  in  reference  ro  this  case  of  alleged  bar- 
barity'.' Have  any  representations  or  inquiries  been  made  by  you 
respecting  it  ? 

J.  A.  S. 

LSecuud  ludor.sement.] 

April  5,  1S64. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
General  Butler  rei)resents  that  a  regular  military  inquiry  was  made 
into  the  circumstances  attending  Major  B."s  death.  He  promises  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  record  in  the  case.  He  insists  that  Major  B.  was 
shot  at  the  window,  while  he  was  attempting  au  escape,  and  after  he 
had  been  ordered  by  the  sentinel  to  retire.  He  further  says  that  he 
believes  Major  B.  was  in  delirium  at  the  time.  He  further  says  the 
sentinel's  act,  though  censurable,  was  not  such  as  should  subject  him 
to  punishment.  NVheu  the  record  is  furnished  I  will  present  it  to  the 
Honorable  Secretarv. 

RO.  OULU, 
Agent  of  Exchawje. 


Offk  E  C.  S.  Military  Prisons, 

Richmond,  March  j2S,  ISHI. 
Maj.  Thomas  P.  Turner.  Commdndiny.  dv. : 

Major:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that  this  morning  about  7 
o'clock  a  Federal  i)risouer  was  shot  and  killed  by  a  sentry  on  post  Xo. 
2,  Crew's  Building.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  comprised  in  the  tbllow- 
ing  statements  of  Lieutenant  Watson  and  Privates  Rule  and  James,  to 
which  I  respectfully  call  your  attention: 

Statement  of  Lieutenant  Watson,  Company  A,  Nineteenth  Virginia 
Battalion : 

Was  around  the  corner  when  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun:  came  back  and  asked 
the  sentry  on  post  No.  L'  if  he  had  lired.  II.'  n'plii-il  thaf  he  had.  but  did  not  know 
■whether  he  hud  hit  him  or  not;  went  llp^tair^  and  found  the  prisoner  dying.     The  ball 
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had  passed  through  his  head.  Some  of  the  prisoners  told  me  that  they  had  warned 
him  that  if  he  persisted  in  keeping  his  head  out  of  the  window  he  would  be  tired 
npou,  but  he  paid  no  regard  to  it. 

Statement  of  Private  B.  Rule,  Company  A,  Nineteenth  Virginia 
Battalion: 

Was  on  post  No.  2.  A  prisoner  put  bis  bead  and  shoulders  out  of  the  window.  I 
told  him  to  go  away  several  times,  but  be  paid  uo  regard  to  it.  I  tbt-n  drew  ou  him 
and  the  cap  snapped.  He  then  made  t'uu  of  me  and  laughed  at  me.  I  could  not 
understand  the  words  he  said,  but  again  refusing  to  take  his  head  hack,  I  recapped 
my  gun  .and  tired  on  him. 

Statement  of  Private  A.  H.  James,  Company  A,  Xineteeutli  Virginia 
Battalion : 

Was  on  post  next  to  Private  Rule;  saw  the  prisoner  have  his  bead  out  of  the 
window;  heard  Rule  tell  him  several  times  to  take  his  head  in;  also  saw  Rule  snap 
a  cap  at  him.  I  then  turned  to  walk  my  beat,  when  I  heard  Rule's  gun  go  oti'; 
turned  around  and  saw  he  bad  tired  on  the  prisoner. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LATODCHE, 

Lieutenant  find  Adjutant. 

[First  imlorsHment.] 

Office  of  C.  S.  Military  Prisons, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  .09,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  headquarters. 

TH.  P.  TURNER, 

Major,  ti:c. 

Headquarters  DEPAHTiiENT  of  Henrico, 

Richmond,  March  20,  1861. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Briijadier-  General. 

[Third  indorsemt-nt.] 

:\[ARCH  i;9, 1S64. 
Assistant  Secretary: 

It  appears  that  this  Federiil  prisoner  was  shot  by  the  guard  after 
warnings  to  take  his  head  in  both  from  this  sentinel  and  his  fellow- 
jirisoners,  and,  indeed,  after  the  sentinel  had  snapped  a  cap  at  him.  As 
I  understand  the  orders,  the  sentinel  w:is  strictly  iu  the  line  of  his  duty 
and  the  catastrophe  due  solely  to  the  folly  and  disobedience  of  the 
unfortunate  deceased. 

B.  R.  WrELLFORD,  JR.I 


C.  S.  Steamer  Roanoke, 
Mouth  tif  the  James  River,  March  2!K  l'<i:-L 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Butler,  U.  s.  Atjent  for  Exchange: 

.Sir:  I  am  here  for  the  i)iirpose  of  having  a  conference  with  you  in 
relation  to  matters  connected  with  the  delivery  and  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

Respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant. 

RO.  OULD, 
C.  ^'.  Aijent  for  Exchange. 
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Headquartees  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 

March  ;?5,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Chief  of  Staff,  tf-c: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  trausmit  a  communication  this  day 
received  from  Maj.  William  31.  Levy,  commissioner  of  exchange  on  the 
part  of  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Taylor,  m  answer  to  mine  ot  the  27th  instant.    Is'o 
answer  was  returned  to  the  inclosed  pending  its  submission  to  you. 
I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  C.  DWIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Actfj.  Asst.  Inspector-General,  Xineteenth  Corps. 

Unclosure  ; 

Headquarters  District  of  Western  Lotisiana, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 

In  the  Field,  March  39,  1S6L 
Col.  C.  C.  DWIGHT, 

Coni'r  of  Exchange  on  the  part  of  Maj.  Gen.  X.  P.  Banls : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei])t  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  27th  instant,  assenting  to  the  immediate  delivery  and 
exchange  of  prisoners  held  respectivelv  by  Maior-Generals  Banks  and 
Taylor. 

Major-General  Taylor  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  steps  have 
been  taken  to  have  the  prisoners  in  his  hands,  including  all  those  cap- 
tured up  to  this  date,  brought  from  Shreveport,  and  the  least  possible 
delay  will  be  had. 

Red  River  being  obstructed  above  Alexandria,  its  navigation  is  dan- 
gerous, but  the  prisoners  will  be  brought  on  boat  to  as  low  point  as 
possible  and  thence  taken  to  your  outposts  and  delivered. 

I  have  to  request  that  those  prisoners  who  are  in  your  hands  may  be 
delivered  at  once  at  our  outpost,  to  be  held  under  parole  until  the 
exchange  is  perfected. 

I  hope  that  the  efforts  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  Fort  Butler  prison- 
ers will  be  continued. 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  M.  LEVY, 
Major,  Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.  and  Commissioner,  dx. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  ^Missouri, 

Office  uf  Provost-Marshal  General, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Marcli  :i'J,  ISCi. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman. 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners.  Washington.  D.  C : 
Colonel:    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  completed  my 
inspection  of  the  U.  S.  military  prisons  at  this  post,  a  report  of  which  I 
forward  herewith.     I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Alton,  and  thence 
to  Rock  Island,  111. 

Very  resiiectfully.  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Surgeon  and  Acting  Mnlirnl   Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  of  ProvostMarshal-General. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  i'H,  186i. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  military  prisons  and  ho.spital  at  this  post.  There  has 
been  but  little  change  in  either  since  my  last  inspection.  The  police  is 
slightly  improved  in  both  prisons.  The  civilian  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  Myrtle  Street  Prison  Las  been  removed,  and  a  commissioned  officer 
placed  in  charge.  The  Gratiot  street  building  is  being  patched  up, 
tlKingh  this  General  Rosecrans  thinks  of  but  little  use,  and  is  of  opinion 
thai  It  will  be  necessary  to  erect  a  new  prison.  Indeed,  I  believe  that 
he  has  already  takeu  steps  toward  the  erection  of  prison  barracks  at 
Jerterson  Barracks,  some  nine  miles  below  the  city.  This,  if  done,  will 
certainly  be  a  much-needed  imiirovemeiit.  The  Myrtle  Street  Prison 
is  still  greatly  overcrowded.  The  niorning  report  for  March  28  shows 
1(13  prisoners  in  the  Myrtle  Street,  and  r)26  in  the  Gratiot  Street  Prison. 
Smallpox  has  made  its  apiicarance  here  since  the  date  of  my  last 
report,  though  not  to  an  alarming  extent.  It  originated  in  a  member 
of  the  guard  coming  from  the  Myrtle  Street  Pri.son.  Where  he  con- 
tracted the  disease  is  not  known.  Cases,  as  fast  as  they  manifest  them- 
selves, are  transferred  to  the  pest-house  connected  with  the  U.  S.  gen- 
eral hospital,  on  Quarantine  Island,  about  three  miles  below  the  city. 
Forty-three  cases  of  the  disease  have  already  occurred,  but  the  daily 
number  of  cases  is  diminishing,  and  the  type  of  disease  in  a  majority 
of  the  cases  is  a  mild  one.  Two  fresh  cases  occurred  on  the  27th  and 
two  on  2Sth  instant.  The  present  number  of  sick  in  hospital  is  144. 
The  report  for  the  month  ending  February  29, 18f>4,  is  as  follows: 
Aggregate  sick,  311;  returned  to  (piarters,  149;  escaped,  3;  died,  22; 
remaining,  137.  Percentage  of  deaths  to  aggregate  sick,  .071.  The 
hospital  IS  in  as  good  condition  as  can  be  expected  from  the  faulty  con- 
dition of  the  building  and  IlS  surroundings.  I  omitted  to  mention  that 
vaccination  is  strictly  enforced,  although  the  surgeon  in  cliarge 
informs  me  that  it  IS  fre(iueutly  insutticient,  owing  to  the  nearly  inert 
vaccine  matter  supplied  by  the  medical  purveyor.  The  matter  has 
been  represented  to  the  surgeon-generars  office,  and  more  efficient  vac- 
cine matter  will  no  doubt  be  speedily  sni)plied.  This  is  l)ut  a  brief 
re]:)0rt,  but  it  covers  all  the  changes  occurring  since  the  date  of  mj-  last 
report. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

Yerv  respectfuUv.  vour  oliedient  servant, 

A.  M.   CLARK. 
Surijeon  and  Actinij  JUilicdl  Insiiertur  af  Prisoners  of  War. 


General  Orders,  /  Wai;   Dett.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No  128.  *  ^Vltshinf|ton.  March  30.  isi',4. 

I'.y  the  President  of  thi-  liuted  .States  of  Aiiierica: 

A   I'UOCLAMATIOX. 

Whereas,  it  has  heoonie  iiece>sary  to  ■li-i'in'-  the  c.ises  in  which  iiisuri;eut  om-niies 
are   entitled    to   the   beuetits   of    tlue    Proclamation  of   the  President    of   the  I'ntted 
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States,  which  was  made  on  the  eighth  day  of  December,  1863,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  shall  proceed  to  avail  themselves  of  those  benefits; 

And  whereas,  the  objects  of  that  Proelamatiou  were  to  suppress  the  insurrection 
and  to  restore  the  authority  of  the  United  States:  and  whereas,  the  amnesty  therein 
proposed  by  the  President  was  ottered  with  reference  to  these  objects  alone: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
proclaim  and  declare  that  the  said  Proclamation  does  not  apply  to  the  cases  of 
persons  who,  at  the  time  when  they  seek  to  obtain  the  benefits  thereof  by  taking 
the  oath  thereby  prescribed,  are  in  military,  naval,  or  civil  confinement  or  custody, 
or  under  bonds,  or  on  parole  of  the  civil,  military,  or  naval  authorities,  or  agents 
of  the  United  States,  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  persons  detained  for  offenses  of  any 
kind,  either  before  or  after  conviction;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  does  apply 
only  to  those  persons  who,  being  yet  at  large  and  free  from  any  arrest,  confinement, 
or  duress,  shall  voluntarily  come  forward  and  take  the  said  oath,  with  the  purpose 
of  restoring  peace  and  establishing  the  nati(mal  authority.  Prisoners  excludeil  from 
the  amnesty  offered  in  the  said  Proclamation  may  apply  to  the  President  for  clem- 
ency, like  all  other  offenders,  and  their  applications  will  receive  due  consideration. 

I  do  further  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  aforesaid  Proc- 
lamation of  the  eighth  of  December,  1863,  may  be  taken  and  subscribed  before  any 
commissioned  officer,  civil,  military,  or  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  civil  or  military  otMcer  of  a  State  or  Territory  not  in  insurrection,  who,  by 
the  laws  thereof,  may  be  qualified  for  administering  oaths.  All  officers  who  receive 
such  oaths  are  hereby  authorized  to  give  certificates  thereon  to  the  persons  respec- 
tively by  whom  they  are  made.  And  such  otificers  are  hereby  required  to  transmit 
the  original  reconls  of  such  oaths,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient,  to  the 
Department  of  State,  where  they  will  be  deposited  and  remain  in  the  archives  of 
the  Government.  The  Secretary  of  State  will  keep  a  register  thereof,  and  will,  on 
application  in  proper  cases,  issue  certificates  of  such  records  in  the  customary  form 
of  ofBcial  certificates. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 

r      ^  -|  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  Independ- 

L  ■  ^'J  ence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-eighth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Bv  the  President: 


By  Older  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Seci-Plary  of  State. 

E.  D.  TOWXSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Uept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fortress  Monroe.  March  .30,  1864. 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Upon  a  personal  coufereuce  with  Mr.  Ould,  the  Confederate 
agent  of  exchange,  he  comphiiiied  to  me  that  there  were  several 
persons  confined  in  the  i^enitentiary  at  Alton,  111.,  upon  judgments 
of  military  commanders  for  breaches  of  their  paroles,  and  conduct 
made  to  appetir  criinnal  because  of  obligations  undertaken  while  in 
confinement  by  the  military  tiuthorities  of  the  United  States.  But  Mr. 
Ould  assured  me  that  by  an  agreetuent  with  the  agent  of  exchange 
for  our  Government  dated  May  s,  l.sGo,  many  of  these  men  had  been 
declared  exchanged,  and  released  frotu  their  paroles  and  other  military 
obligations,  and  are  now  suffering  because  of  supposed  breaches 
thereof. 

While  I  cannot  admit  for  a  moment  that  this  may  be  the  fact,  yet 
complaint  being  officially  made.  I  think  it  is  due  to  this  Government 
that  it  should  be  examined  and  the  matter  be  investigated. 
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If  you  agree  with  me,  I  will  send  an  officer  to  make  sucli  investiga- 
tion, and  ascertain  from  examination  of  the  prisoners  and  the  records 
whether  there  can  be  any  foundation  for  this  complaint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEX.T.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General.  Commandiiuj. 


War  Department,  April  :?,  ISGi. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commi.ssioner  for  exchange  of  prisoners. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  R.  S.  CANBY. 
Brigadier- General,  As.sistant  Adjutant- General. 

iSecoE.l  inilorsemeDt.] 

April  .5,  1804. 
If  General  Butler  can  obtain  the  names  of  any  men  held  at  the 
Alton  prison,  or  elsewhere,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  and  will 
furnish  them  to  Colonel  Hoffman,  the  Commissary-General  of  Prison- 
ers, the  investigation  can  be  made  with  Justice  to  all  parties.  I  see  no 
necessity  for  his  sending  an  officer  for  the  purpose. 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK. 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Washinuton  City.  D.  C.,  March  30,  if^iu. 
Maj.  (ien.  H.  W.  Halleck.  Chief  of  Staff,  Ac.: 

Sir  :  On  the  2Sth  instant  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  reference  to  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
reported  by  Major-(iencral  Banks,  ami  having  understood  that  the 
papers  have  been  referred  to  yourself,  I  desire  to  say  that  in  the  letter 
(with  those  pa[iers)  General  Banks  requests  that  the  prisoners  he  sent 
North  may  be  returned  to  his  department  for  the  purpose  of  being 
returned  to  the  enemy  for  prisoners  received  by  him  from  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-lieneral  of  Prisoners,  informs  me  that 
General  ISanks  sent  North  no  prisoners  except  officers,  and  I  desire 
now  to  add  1o  the  statement  made  by  Colonel  Hoffman,  and  which  is 
indorsed  on  the  papers  from  General  Banks,  that  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  taken  by  General  Uanks  at  and  \mov  to  the  capture 
of  Port  Hudson,  amounting  to  several  thousand  men,  were  sent  by 
General  Banks  to  Mobile  and  were  there  i)aioled  un<lcr  an  express 
agreement  with  the  rebel  General  Gardner.  Those  men  have  never 
been  exchanged. 

In  the  midst  of  the  controversy  between  (ieneral  Meredith  and  Mr. 
Ould.  with  respect  to  the  irregular  and  unauthorized  proceedings  of 
the  latter  in  regard  to  the  Mcksburg  prisoners,  'S\\\  Ould  published  a 
letter  in  a  Richmond  paper  officially  assuming  to  decide  and  declare 
that  the  deliveries  made  by  General  Banks  at  Mobile  were  not  made  in 
conformity  with  the  cartel,  and  he  assumed  to  discharge  all  of  those 
men  from  all  obligations  under  their  jiarole. 

Immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  fact,  I  protested  against 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ould  in  a  letter  addressed  to  tleneral  Meredith,  a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  to  ^Ir.  Ould:  but  the  rebel  agent  has  never 
made  any  explanation  of  that  proceeding. 

As  the  commissioner  of  exchange,  I  claimed,  and  still  claim,  that  all 
cif  those  men  so  delivered  by  General  Banks  were,  and  still  are,  bound 
by  their  parole,  having  never  been  exchanged. 
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General  Banks  might  be  permitted  to  use  as  many  of  those  men  as 
would  cancel  the  number  received  by  him  under  his  recent  cartel. 

We  claim  that,  independently  of  the  men  paroled  at  Mobile,  the 
rebels  -were  indebteTd  to  us,  on  just  principles,  several  thousand  men 
released  from  their  yinvole  by  Mr.  Ould  from  among  those  captured  by 
General  Grant  at  Vicksburg;  and  in  my  judgment  we  ought  not  to 
yield  our  claim  to  the  prisoners  paroled  at  Mobile  without  receiving 
proper  equivalents. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Major-dinwral  of  Volunteers,  Commissioner  of  Exchange. 


Office  Gommissary-Gexeral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  30,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  Exchange,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  Much  inconvenience  has  been  experienced  on  the  de- 
livery of  paroled  prisoners  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  conseijuence  of  the 
hurried  manner  in  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  laiul  from  the 
steamer.  At  no  time  has  the  roll  of  prisoners  delivered  been  called  on 
their  delivery,  and  the  consequence  has  been  much  difficulty  in  com- 
paring the  men  with  the  names  on  the  rolls. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  request  that  the  steamer  may  be 
ordered  to  remain  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  until  the  sick  can  be  comfortably 
transferred  to  the  hospital,  and  a  careful  roll-call  of  the  command  can 
be  made.  Many  false  names  are  given,  and  without  this  roll  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  detect  them. 

Tliere  are  in  this  city  and  at  Fort  Delaware  some  live  or  six  prisoners 
of  war  more  or  less  insane,  whom  it  would  be  a  relief  to  us  to  send  to 
City  Point,  and  there  are  some  twenty  or  thirty  invalids  at  the  West 
Buildings  Hospital,  in  Baltimore,  whom  it  would  be  as  well  to  deliver 
at  the  same  point;  and  if  you  approve  it,  I  will  forward  them  as  soon 
as  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  purpose. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 
Colonel   Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 


Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  30,  18ii4. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  3Iaeston, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Mary's.  Point  Lool'out,  ^[d.  : 
General:  I  desire  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  charac- 
ter of  some  of  the  purchases  made  with  the  prison  fund  at  Point  Lookout, 
^Nld.  On  the  last  account  is  a  charge  for  8500  worth  of  mackerel  charged 
in  the  bill  for  vegetables.  Such  a  purchase  is  not  authorized  by  the  regu- 
lations, but  though  irregular  the  expenditure  might  be  allowed  if  by  the 
issues  of  the  mackerel  a  saving  of  some  part  of  the  ration  had  been 
made  by  which  fully  to  reimburse  to  the  fund  the  expense  incurred. 
It  appears,  though,  from  charges  which  I  have  seen  against  Captain 
Cook,  the  mackerel,  though  purchased  with  public  money,  were  sold 
by  him  to  the  prisoners  or  others  as  being  private  property.  I  would 
therefore  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nothing  is  to  be 
purchased  with  the  fund  which  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  prisoners  or  for  some  purpose  connected  with  them  which 
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would  Otherwise  be  a  necessary  and  proper  charge  against  the  Gov- 
ernment. On  the  same  account  is  a  charge  .$1,9.30  for  tiie  purchase  of 
bhiukets.  Such  articles  are  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, and  as  there  is  now  a  large  quantity  of  inferior  blankets  on  hand, 
only  suitable  to  issue  to  prisoners,  it  is  u<it  advisable  or  economical  to 
purchase  others.  At  the  end  of  February  there  was  on  hand  in  money 
some  •*t).(l(»),  and  to  avoid  having  too  large  a  sum  in  tlie  hands  of  the 
treasurer  I  respectfully  request  that  only  so  much  of  the  savings  be  con- 
verted into  money  as  will  suffice  to  meet  current  expenses,  leaving  the 
remainder  as  a  credit  for  savings  in  the  hands  of  the  commissary. 
Tiie  prison  fund  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  now  held  as  a  credit  by  the 
commissary,  is  very  large,  which  must  be  attriliuted  to  your  Judicious 
management  of  the  issues  and  savings  of  rations,  and  1  am  now 
anxious  that  it  shall  be  so  accumulated  that  any  intiuiries  which  may 
be  made  may  be  very  satisfactorily  answered. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAX, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  I'risoners. 


WashixCtT(^n,  D.  C.  ^[arch  P,n,  iSiil. 
Jlajor-General  Uo.seceans: 

Five  hundred  prisoners  are  ordered  from  Alton,  East.     When  they 
leave  the  excess  at  Saint  Louis  will  be  transferred  there. 

W.  IIOFFMAX, 
(.'(immis.''!(tri/-Gtneral  of  I'ri.soners. 


Office  Commissiary-General  of  Pbisonees, 

Wiishinyton,  D.  C,  March  30,  ISHi. 
Col.  A.  J.  JoH>;soN, 

Commandint/  JJtpot  Prisoners  of  ITkc,  Eovk  Island,  III.  : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  2()th  instant  inquiring  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  permitting  prisoners  to  purchase  clothing  is  received.  Since  my 
letter  of  the  13th,  communicating  the  li>t  of  articles  which  prisoners  are 
permitted  to  purchase,  they  have  been  granted  the  further  privilege  of 
receiving  from  friends  such  articles  of  clothing  of  a  certain  character 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  there  is  therefore  no  objection  to  their  being- 
permitted  to  purchase  for  themselves  such  clothing  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, provided  in  each  case  the  articles  are  furnished  on  your 
written  nrder  by  the  person  who  is  appointed  to  sell  to  the  prisoners. 
He  will  not  be  permitted  to  keep  an  assortment  of  clothing  on  hand 
but  will  till  each  order  as  it  is  presented. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  riOFFMAX, 
Ciilonel   Third   Infmitri/  and   C'(i)n)nissari/-<rencr(tl  if  I'risoners. 


General  Orders.  )  Headquarters  Post, 

Xo.  t).  \  Andersonville,  Mardi,  30,  lsi;4. 

J.  C.  Sellman,  acting  adjutant  of  the  jiost  commander,  is  hereliy 
relieved  from  duty.  He  will  report  for  assignment  to  Capt.  U.  Wirz, 
commander  of  the  interior. 

By  order  of  A.  W,  Persons,  colonel  commanding: 

[K.  y\.  TUPvNEP, 

Captain  and  Adjutant.] 
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Austin,  Tex.,  March  30, 1864. 
Capt.  E.  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Houston,  Tex.: 

Captain  :  With  the  view  of  inducing  the  major-general  commanding 
to  approve  tbe  course  pursued  by  Captain  Cone,  his  legal  representative 
in  the  late  habeas  corpus  case  before  the  supreme  court,  and  of  sharing, 
if  need  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  responsibilities  assumed  by  bim,  I, 
as  one  of  the  associate  counsel  appointed  by  the  court  to  represent  the 
military  autborities,  deem  it  proper  to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the 
major-generalcommanding,  indicating  someofthe  reasons  that  prompted 
the  steps  taken  in  tbe  premises. 

The  history  of  tbe  case  has  been  too  often  rehearsed  for  me  to  enter 
into  a  detail'of  tbe  facts.  I  will  confine  myself  to  only  two  points  of 
difficulty: 

First.  Captain  Cone  advised  Major  Sparks  to  returu  the  prisoners  to 
the  civil  authorities  unconditionally. 

Seeoud.  Cai)tainCoue  submitted  the  case  upou  the  petition  and  returns 
without  going  into  the  merits  and  without  the  introduction  of  evidence. . 

In  taking  tbese  steps  Captain  Cone  had  my  concurrence,  as  well  as 
that  of  Mr.  Ford,  my  associate  counsel. 

1.  As  to  the  advice  given  to  Major  Sparks  for  the  following  reasons^ 
to  wit: 

Tbe  effect  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  to  take  the  prisoners  out  of 
tbe  custody  of  tbe  party  holding  them,  and  to  place  them  in  the  custody 
of  tbe  court  issuing  the  writ.  Tbe  supreme  court  having  issued  tbe 
writ,  and  their  jurisdiction  having  attached,  had  a  right  to  the  custody 
of  tbe  prisoners  during  the  pendency  of  the  proceedings  under  the  writ 
and  until  final  judgment. 

Tbe  arrest  of  tbe  prisoners  in  the  custody  of  tbe  sheriif  came  in  direct 
conflict  with  this  jurisdiction  and  brought  tbe  civil  and  military  authori- 
ties in  collision.  I  was  satisfied  that  tbe  major-general  commanding, 
charged  with  the  protection  of  the  State,  would  use  every  possible  means 
consistent  with  tbe  high  trust  with  which  he  is  cbarged  to  avoid  any 
such  conflict  and  would  deprecate  any  such  collision. 

Tbe  simplest  mode  of  avoiding  this  conflict  consistent  with  his  high 
trust  was  to  return  the  prisoners  to  the  civil  authorities  unconditionally. 

The  object  the  major-general  commanding  had  in  view  in  ordering  the 
arrest  was  tbe  detention  of  the  prisoners.  So  soon  as  tbe  court  had 
Unally  disposed  (^f  the  case  its  jurisdiction  ceased,  tbe  military  jurisdic- 
tion immediately  attached,  tbe  prisoners  could  be  rearrested,  the  object 
attained,  tbe  conflict  avoided.  For  these  reasons  I  concurred  with  Cap- 
tain Cone  in  bis  advice  to  Major  Sparks.  My  associate,  Mr.  Ford,  also 
concurred. 

2.  Tbe  reasons  for  submitting  the  case  without  going  into  the  merits 
and  without  introduction  of  testimony,  were  the  following,  to  wit: 

First.  As  a  mere  matter  of  policy  and  to  satisfy  tbe  public  mind,  it 
might  have  been  advisable  to  liave  entered  into  a  full  and  complete 
investigation;  but  the  evidence  was  not  prepared  for  such  an  investi- 
gation, though  every  effort  bad  been  made  to  obtain  tbe  testimony. 

To  have  gone  into  tbe  investigation  unprepared  would  have  beeu  to 
fail  to  make  good  tbe  charges  set  forth  in  tbe  return  of  tbe  major-gen- 
eral commanding  and  perhaps  defeated  tbe  ends  of  justice. 

Besides,  the  suspension  act  provides  a  tribunal  for  making  such 
investigations  fully  and  fairly. 

Second.  Tbe  only  object  of  a  practical  character  to  be  attained  by 
entering  upou  an  investigation  of  the  evidence  was  the  detention  of  tbe 
prisoners. 
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Their  deteutiou  had  been  already  adjudged  aud  ordered  by  the  proper 
tribunal,  appointed  by  law,  to  wit,  the  general  officer  commanding  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  aud  a  further  investigation  to  that  end 
was  practically  a  useless  consumption  of  the  time  of  the  court. 

Third.  The  court  had  jurisdiction  to  order  their  detention,  without 
bail,  only  in  the  case  that  the  charge  of  treason  was  made  good :  whereas 
the  military  tribunal  has  jurisdiction  to  order  detention  ou  many  other 
charges  than  treason. 

Fourth.  Under  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  Captain 
Cone  could  not  consistently  do  otherwise. 

For  these  reasons,  I  concurred  with  Captain  Cone  in  submitting  the 
case  without  going  into  the  merits  aud  without  the  introduction  of 
testimony,  as  did  also  my  associate,  Mr.  Ford. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  throughout  the  long  and  somewhat 
complicated  proceedings,  the  major-general  commanding  was  ably  rep- 
resented by  Captain  Cone,  tlriu  aud  decided,  yet  urbane  and  courteous. 
Submitting  with  grace  to  the  civil  tribunals,  at  the  same  time  maintaiu- 
iug  the  rights  of  the  military  authorities,  and  attaining  his  object  in 
the  end. 

I  also  take  pleasure  iu  bearing  testimony  to  tlie  prompt  action,  unre- 
mitting vigilance,  and  uniform  urbanity  of  ^lajor  Sparks,  commander 
of  post. 

I  also  assure  the  major-general  commanding  that  the  supreme  court 
manifested  every  disposition  to  extend  every  courtesy  to  the  inajor- 
geueral  commanding  and  the  military  authorities. 

Trusting  that  the  action  of  the  counsel  for  the  military  authorities 
will  meet  the  approval  of  the  major-general  commaudiug. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAS.  L.  EOBARUS. 


Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Harrisonhurf/,  Murch  30,  ISHi. 
His  Excellency  Governor  William  Smith  : 

(loVERNOR:  I'nder  instructions  from  (ieneral  J.  D.  Imboden,  I  for- 
ward to  you  this  morning  the  foUowiug  prisoners:  Aaron  Bechtol.  Jos. 
S.  Wheat  (these  men  are  members  of  the  bogus  Virginia  Legislature, 
were  captured  by  Major  O'Ferrall  during  a  recent  raid  into  Morgan 
County,  W.  Va. ),  Robert  Finn  (this  man  is  the  Commonwealth's  attor- 
ney for  Morgan  County  under  the  bogus  government;,  S.  "SI.  Shrives 
(citizen  of  3Iorgan  and  a  member  of  the  Union  League  of  Western 
Virginia).  Attention  is  called  to  the  ortler  of  Cleneral  Imboden, 
inclosed  within.     You  will  please  receipt  for  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  NUNX. 
I.'u'iitfitnnt  and  rrordstMiirshnl. 
Per  W.  S.  HOUR, 

Sf_-r<ir(l)it. 


March  31.  1864. 

The  witliin-named  parties  sent  to  </astle  Thunder. 
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'Second  indorsement.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  l,  1864. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Smith  through 
Brigadier-General   Winder.    The  prisoners   are  in  Eastern    District 
Prison. 

IS.  H.  CAEEINGTON, 

Provost-Marshal. 

Jncloaure.] 

Peovost-Maeshax's  Office, 

Harrisonburg,  March  29,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Imboden,  Commanding  Valley  District: 

General:  I  have  in  my  guardhouse  four  prisoners,  captured  in 
Bath,  Morgan  County,  W.  Ya.,  by  Major  O'Ferrall  on  his  recent  trip 
to  that  place,  viz:  Aaron  Bechtol  and  Joseph  S.  "Wheat,  members  of 
the  bogus  Virginia  Legislature;  Robert  Finn  and  S.  M.  Shrives,  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  League.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Swann 
and  Major  Buck,  very  respectable  and  reliable  citizens  of  Morgan 
County,  who  have  had  to  leave  their  homes  partly  on  account  of  these 
very  men,  for  information  respecting  them.  Major  Buck  has  informed 
me  that  the  first  named,  Aaron  Bechtol,  headed  a  party  of  Yankees 
who  stole  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  his  property.  You  will 
please  indicate  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  them. 
I  am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  NUNX, 
Lieutenant  and  Provost- Marshal. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Valley  District,  March  39,  1864. 
Lieutenant  Nunu,  provost-marshal  at  Harrisonburg,  will  forward 
Bechtol  and  Wheat,  members  of  tTie  bogus  Legislature  at  Wheeling, 
and  Finn,  the  bogus  Commonwealth's  attorney  of  Morgan  County,  to 
Richmond  to  His  Excellency  Governor  Smith,  as  these  men  are  guilty 
of  treason  against  the  State.  Shrives  will  be  sent  to  Castle  Thunder 
on  the  charge  of  aiding  and  abetting  the  public  enemy  and  being  a 
member  of  a  treasonable  organization  known  as  the  L'nion  League.  I 
earnestly  re(iuest  the  authorities  at  Richmond  not  to  release  these  men 
without  giving  me  the  opportunity  of  proving  their  offenses. 

J.  D.  IMBODEN, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Washington  City,  March  31,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlciw, 

Asst.  Ins-p.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  the  East,  Xeic  York  City,  N.  Y.: 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  stating  that  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ould  and  yourself  previous 
to  the  14th  of  January  last  and  much  of  it  since  that  date,  does  not 
apjiear  in  the  publication  of  the  L'.  S.  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  the  Secretary  of  War  instructs  me  to  inform 
you  that  all  of  the  correspondence  furnished  by  General  INIeredith  to 
the  commissioner  of  exchange  was  communicated  to  the  Senate  in 
response  to  the  "caH"  on  the  subject. 
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I  am  further  instructed  to  say  that  if  auy  of  the  correspondcDce 
which  you  consider  important  has  been  omitted  by  General  Meredith, 
you  are  authorized  to  furnish  it  for  transmission  to  the  Senate,  as 
supi)lementary,  with  an  explanatory  note. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  GANBY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[March  31,  1864. — For  report  of  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters 
received  and  disposed  of  during  March,  1864,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  I,  p.  17.] 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Monroe.  Va,.  March  31,  i'^W. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington,  I>.  V.: 
Sir:  Please  have  MaJ.  W.  Carvel  Hall,  late  of  General  Trimble's 
staff,  now  a  prisoner  on  Johnson's  Island,  sent  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-General  and  Commi^ssioner  for  Fuchamje, 


HDyRs.  Dept.  of  V^irginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe,   Va..  March  ol.  1^<)4. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Fxchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  the  fate  of  the  master  and  ciew 
of  the  schooner  Julia  Baker,  captured  on  the  I'-'th  instant? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  rcspectfullv,  your  obeilient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  Bl'TLEK, 
Major-General  and  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Hdqrs  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchange, 

Fort  Monroe.   Va.,  March  31,  ISfJL 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Agent  for  Exchange,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  captain 
and  crew  ot^  the  steanitug-  Titan,  captured  <in  the  5th  instant  at 
Cherrystone  Inlet '. 

\  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BHNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  Commanding  ami  Commissioner  for  Exchange. 


Memorandum  of  points  discussed  hetnren  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  I'.  S. agent 
for  e.vchange,  and  Robert  Onld,  C.  S.  agent  for  exchange,  at  a  conference 
at  Fort  Monroe,  March  31,  ISHl. 

United  States  claim  that  the  cartel  should  be  set  aside  because  of 
the  declaration  of  authorities  of  (Jonfederate  States  of  December  I'o, 

TL    R    R — SKRIES    n.  VOL    V] 
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1862,  of  January  12, 1863,  and  acts  of  C.  S.  Congress  in  regard  to  treat- 
ment of  ofdcers  in  command  of  colored  troops  and  of  their  troops. 

Officers  and  men  (not  slaves),  even  if  serving  with  slaves  in  the 
IT.  S.  forces,  shall  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

That  slaves  captured  shall  not  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
that  a  right  exists,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  return 
them  when  captured  to  their  former  owners,  being  in  the  Confederacy. 

By  slaves  are  nie;mt  persons  held  to  life  service  by  masters  belonging 
within  the  States  of  Missouri,  Alabama,  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  (ieorgia,  Florida,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  and  Kentucky. 

Confederate  States  claim  paroles  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  (not  citi- 
zens) captured  and  paroled  by  commanding  officers  of  armies  and  expe- 
ditions prior  to  July  3,  IStiS,  as  per  general  orders,  prior  to  Order  No. 
207,  and  all  captured  and  paroled  by  officers  of  armies  since. 

It  may  be  granted,  except  as  to  persons  in  the  military  and  naval 
service,  paroled,  who  could  not  be  held  and  brought  away,  and  held  in 
coTitinement  by  the  forces  upon  such  expeditions. 

To  this  it  is  answered  that  the  Cnited  States  have  claimed,  and  had 
allowed  in  exchange,  paroled  men  ca[)tured  on  raids  like  Kilpatrick's 
first  raid,  who  could  not  have  been  brought  away  by  the  expeditionary 
force;  and,  if  practicable,  would  be  willing  to  adjust  accounts  in  that 
way  fiom  the  beginning,  but  do  not  believe  it  to  be  practicable. 

It  is  suggested  that  Order  No.  -01  shall  apply  only  to  paroles  granted 
after  a  reasonable  time  for  the  order  to  have  reached  the  commanding 
officer  giving  the  parole,  time  to  be. judged  of  in  each  case  according  to 
his  position  and  distance  from  Washington. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  cartel,  who  shall  be  held  to  be  commanders  of 
armies  in  the  field,  a  definition  is  suggested  that,  in  addition  to  the 
general  meaning,  it  ought  to  include  a  commander  of  a  besieging  force 
aud  the  commander  of  the  fortified  place  besieged,  also  to  commanders 
of  detailed  forces,  acting  for  the  time  indeiieudently  of  head(|uarters, 
either  by  order  or  because  of  the  necessity  of  warlike  operations  when 
it  is  In  the  power  of  the  captor  to  hold  aud  bring  off'  his  prisoners. 

It  is  further  suggested,  when  the  captured  party  is  disabled  or 
wounded,  so  that  his  transportation  would  endanger  life  or  limb,  then 
his  own  parole  should  be  represented  if  he  is  released. 

In  other  respects  cartel  to  be  carried  out,  aud  exchange  and  parole 
to  go  forward  according  to  provisions. 

In  all  cases  of  condemnation  to  death,  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  or 
confinement  in  irons,  except  upon  sentence  of  death,  of  any  person  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  either  belligerent,  before  execution  of 
the  sentence,  the  copy  of  the  records  of  the  trial  and  conviction  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  agent  of  exchange  of  the  accused  party;  and  unless 
a  communication  of  an  order  of  retaliation  within  fifteen  days  there 
after  be  made  to  the  agent  of  exchange  furnishing  the  records,  no 
retaliation  for  such  execution  or  other  puuisbmeut  shall  be  claimed  or 
executed  by  the  other  party. 


Office  Commissary  Genkral  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  31,  1S64. 
Maj.  Geu.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commissioner  for  K.vcltangr.  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
General:  By  direction  of  thi-  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor 
.to  inform  you  that  Ma-j.  Breiit  Kelley,  L'.  S.  Army,  has  reported  himself 
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as  on  special  parole  from  Libby  Prison  for  the  purpose  of  effectiug  his 
exchange  for  four  named  rebel  prisoners  now  in  our  bauds,  but  the 
designated  individuals  cannot  be  delivered  for  hiui,  they  being  of  dif- 
ferent grades.  At  tlie  same  time  the  Secretary  desires  that  a  prisoner 
of  war  in  our  bands  of  rank  or  grade  corresponding  to  tbat  of  Major 
Kelley  be  ottered  for  bim,  and  that  this  may  be  done  as  sjjcedily  as 
possible  on  account  of  the  limited  character  of  Major  Kelley's  parole. 
I  am  also  directed  to  request  you  will  report  for  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  what  action  you  may  be  able  to  take  on  this  case  and 
the  result. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prixonern. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  31,  ism. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Xary: 

Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that 
in  a  personal  interview  with  Mr.  Oukl,  Confederate  agent  tor  exchange 
of  prisoners,  lie  was  assured  by  him  tbat  neither  LieutenantCom- 
iiiander  Williams,  Ensign  Porter,  nor  any  of  our  men,  are  held  in  irons 
by  the  Confetlerate  authorities  at  this  time. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAS.'R.  SHAFFER, 
Captain  and  Aidt'-de-Cawp. 


Head(juarters  Military  Station. 

Alton,  III.,  .March  :>1,  ls64. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman: 

Connnissary-iieneral  of  Prisoners,  Washington.  I>.  C: 
Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  renewed 
inspection  of  the  U.  S.  military  prison  at  tliis  post.  I  tind  some  difti- 
cnlty  existing  between  the  commanding  officer  and  the  surgeon  in 
(•barge  of  the  hospital  in  reference  to  tlie  management  of  the  hospital 
and  sanitary  affairs  of  the  prison.  The  surgeon  states  that  for  five 
days,  March  II  to  15,  tlie  commanding  oflicer  refused  to  sign  the  pro- 
vision return  for  the  patients  in  tlie  hospital,  who  were,  in  consequence, 
without  food  for  that  time,  e\ce[)ting  an  insutticient  supply  obtained 
tiom  meal  to  meal  from  the  jirison  mess-room.  I  have  called  for  a 
report  on  the  above  matter  from  the  surgeon  in  charge,  and  also 
requested  one  from  Coh)nel  Weer,  commanding,  but  as  1  cannot  obtain 
these  reports  for  several  days,  1  shall  start  to-idgbt  for  Hock  Island, 
thence  U)  Chicago,  and  return  here  from  tlie  latter  place.  There  are 
rtve  Sisters  of  Charity  on  duty  as  nurses  in  tlic  prison  hospital,  phvced 
there  by  the  commandant  of  the  [irison.  There  are  but  five  cases  of 
smallpox  now  at  this  post,  and  these  are  convalescent. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CLARK, 
Sunjeon  and  Actiny  Medical  Inspector  of  Prisoners  of  War. 
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Cahaba,  Ala.,  March  31,  1864. 
Surg.  P.  B.  Scott,  Medical  Director: 

SiB:  I  have  the  houor  to  trausmit  to  you  the  following  report: 

When  you  know  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  you  cannot  be 
sur[)rised  at  the  large  number  of  cases  reported. 

A  brick  wall  inclosing  an  area  of  15,000  sipiare  feet,  covered  by  a 
leaky  roof  with  1,(500  feet  of  open  space  in  its  center,  four  open  win 
(lows,  and  the  earth  for  the  tioor,  constitute  the  prison  in  which  are  at 
present  confined  (iOO  men. 

The  sleei)ing  arrangements  consist  of  rough  lumber,  without  straw  or 
betiding  of  any  kind  save  the  hard  plank  and  a  few  comforts — not  forty 
to  the  hundred  men.  These  bunks,  but  recently  constructed,  accom- 
modate but  432  men,  so  that  228  men  are  forced  to  sleep  upon  the 
ground. 

With  but  one  fireplace  in  the  building,  all  the  fires  (about  forty  in 
number)  have  been,  until  the  past  two  days,  built  at  intervals. upon  the 
tioor.  The  wood  (a  little  less  than  half  the  regulations  allow)  has  been, 
when  furnished  at  all,  of  either  green  sap  pine  or  decayed  oak  from  old 
fields.  With  such  wood  and  no  ventilation,  you  can  well  imagine  to 
what  a  dense  smoke  these  men  have  been  subjected  for  the  past  five 
months. 

A  wooden  fence  has  been  in  process  of  erection  around  the  prison 
for  the  past  two  mouths  or  more,  in  order  that  the  fire  might  be  removed 
to  the  outside  and  thus  obviate  the  smoke.  The  third  side  of  this  fence 
has  nearly  reached  its  completion. 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking,  cooking,  and  bathing,  as  well  as 
washing,  is  conveyed  from  an  artesian  well,  along  an  open  street  gut- 
ter for  200  yards,  thence  under  the  street  into  the  prison.  In  its  course 
it  has  been  subjected  to  the  washings  of  the  hands,  feet,  faces,  and 
heads  of  soldiers,  citizens,  and  negroes,  buckets,  tubs,  aiul  spittoons  of 
groceries,  offices  and  hospital,  hogs,  dogs,  cows,  and  horses,  and  tilth  of 
all  kinds  from  the  streets  and  other  sources. 

Tlie  rations  furnished  are  the  same  as  are  issued  to  our  own  soldiers, 
and  are  served  to  them  with  equal  punctuality.  The  privy  accommo- 
dates but  four  men  at  once,  and  the  arrangements  for  keeping  it  cleanly 
are  well  in  keeping  with  the  prison  generally.  With  but  one  wheel- 
barrow to  remove  tilth  and  other  rubbish,  there  is  an  unavoidable  accu- 
mulation of  these  fruitful  s(jurces  of  disease. 

It  is  needless  to  remark  that  I  have  made  repeated  complaints  to  the 
commandant  of  the  prison,  who  has  exerted  himself  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability  to  have  these  defects  remedied. 

The  two  (|uarternnisters  at  this  post,  with  only  this  prison  and  one 
small  hospital  to  supply,  have  failed  to  Ije  e(|ual  to  the  task  of  ha\iiig 
this  prison  supplied  with  good  and  sutticient  wood,  water,  and  banks, 
and  putting  it  in  a  couditiun  in  «hich  it  would  be  moderately  comfort 
able,  clean,  and  healthy. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

i;.  II.  WHITFIELD. 
;Siirijcuii   in   t'h((rije  Federal  I'rison,  Cahaba,  Ala. 
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[First  iudorsemeut.J 

Medical  Director's  Office, 

Demopolin,  Alu.,  April  H.  I'^C-i. 
Res|)ecrfullv  lorwardefl  to  tlie  Surifeon  General  tor  his  iiiformution. 

I>.  B.  SCOTT, 
Mi'iUaii  IHrfiidi: 

[Second  iinlorsenient.] 

Surgeon  General's  Office,  April  15,  istii. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant  General  Polk,  whose  attention  is 
railed  to  this  report  for  such  action  as  he  may  deem  necessary.     Please 
return. 

S.   P.  MOOI!E, 

,Snri/fitii-(jc)u:r(il. 


Alixlia'  I  of  prorisions  rereiveil  and  i»s»eri  at  ('.  S.  niililarii  /ii-i.'.oH  nl  Jndei-sonriHf,  (in 
III/  I'apt.  R.  B.  Hinder,  a-^nistaiit  quartermiister,  for  llie 'innrttr  cndini/  March  Jl.  i.Sv,-/. 


fieer.  RaiMjij,        \V\ 


Pounds.  ■   Poinult.      rounds. 


Krniii  officers 

liy  imrc-hase 7,119 


Total  to  be  accounted  lor 7,119  6,150  2,  U'Jl 


Meal. 

Potatoes. 

Eeansor 
li.'aa. 

rontids. 

Puunda.. 
15,  IU3 

l;.„nds. 

1 1 ,  880,* 

15,  lo:i 

l;j,  4G1I 

11,880*  7,2'j:) 

l,0J4    '..  7,810 


Total  i.S3ued I        7,  119  |         6,150  2,024       11,880J         15,103 

Total  remaining  on  hand .~'  777.. ..77. 


K.ceived:  Pnnnds.    i;alluna.   Pounds.   Ponndt. 

otHcers. 


liy  purcliase 25     18,  o:i7 


Total  to  beacooMutfil  for 100  4-i9S  25      13, 0:;7 

T'o  laborers  anil  prisoners , 2784 

Toofficers I  160  489,\  25  i  17, 7534  i 


T.>tal  i 

Total  1 


I  (-■ertit'v  tluit  the  ubovf  is  c  direct. 

i;,  B.  \vixni:K, 

(  aptt'in  and  .Usi-ilanl  i/nnrhrnia- 


1126 


PRISONERS    OF    WAR    AND    STATE,   ETC. 


'  "/  provieioiis  issued  to  Federal  prisoners  of  war  at  Danrille,  To.,  in  the  (junr 
trr  ending  March  31,  1S64,  by  Mason  Morfit,  major  and  quartermaster. 


Date. 

Prison- 

Salt 

pork  and 

bacon. 

Fresh 

and  salt 

beef. 

Flour, 

Corn. 

Peas. 
Bushels. 

Salt. 

Kice.        Soap. 

1 

Cab- 
bage. 

1S64. 

Xirmber 
3,346 
3,365 
3,368 
3.367 
3.370 
3,380 
3,371 
3,  364 
3,  361 
3,457 
3,4lil 
3,457 
3,448 
3,444 
3,437 
3,  433 
3,466 
3,465 
3,452 
3,445 
3.439 
3,432 
3,412 
3,434 
3,  434 
3,441 
3,433 
3,  385 
3,  335 
3,  382 
3,376 
3,  374 
3,  369 
3,355 
3,351 
3.345 
3,348 
3,362 
3,  351 
3,  353 
3,  332 
3.  323 
3.316 
3.  307 
■J.  208 
3,  306 
3.  298 
3,284 
3,265 
3,  256 
3.239 
3,  239 
3,  239 
3,171 
3,  173  ' 
3, 147 
3,147 
3,  130  ■ 

3, 130 : 

3.  104 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 
3,346 
3,  3B.i 

;     3,  ;'.6.s 

3,  283 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 
4,162 
4,162 
4.162 
4,231 
4,  226 
4,  225 
1.454 
4,  205 

3.  037 
3,300 

4,  326 
4.  321 
4,310 
4.303 
4,296 
4.291 
4,332 
4,331 
4,315 
4,306 
4.  298 
4,200 
4,265 
4,292 
4,292 
4,301 

Pounds. 

Pounds.  Pounds,  t  Heads. 

130 
130 
135 
130 
130 
130 
100 
100 
100 
62 
129 
128 
124 
129 
129 
129 
130 
130 
123 
130 
130 
130 
130 
130 
130 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 
135 

330    

330    

330 
330 

330 

i 

1,  126= 
1,  123= 
1.  I2U 
1.  120i 
1.  152i 

7.. 

2,347 

S 

8 

;        3,202 

1,176 
1,021 

1(1.. 
11.. 

"3,429 

12.. 

1,  l.i2i 
1,117 
1,0615 
1.  145j 

347 
347 

347 

i:!.. 

8 

14.. 

259 

15.. 

16 

1.144J 

8 
8 
8 
8 

17   . 

18.. 

220i 

2,  804 

336' 
330 

20 

1.  148i 
1.  146i 
1.144 
1,  1371 
1,  144^ 
1.  I44j 
1.147 
1.  144i 
1.  128it 
l,12Si 
1,  127i 
1.  125J 
1,  124- 
1,123 
1.  IISJ 
1,117 
1,115 

8 
8 

22.. 

23.-. 

24. 

25.. 

26.. 



27. 

3.862 

28 

4.  231 
4,  231 

29.. 

"'3,' 804' 
3,798 
3.795 

330 
330 
330 

il.ir.  1.. 

3.. 

330 
330 
330 
330 

4.. 

4,211 
4,193 
4,188 
4,181 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 

13 
8 

14 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 

14 

6.. 

3,766 
3,  782 
3,769 

:;:::::::i::;:::::: 

9.. 

1, 1203 
1,117 

10 

"4.  191' 
4,163 
4,153 
4,145 
4,133 
4,122 
4.132 
4.122 
4.105 
4,081 
4,070 
4,048 
4,048 
4,048 
3,  963 
3,966 
3.  933 
3.  933 
3,912 
3,912 
3.  380 

11 

1.  UOJ 
1,  107} 

i 

l;i.. 

14 

135 
135 
135 

133 
135 
135 
1.35 
135 
135 

133" 

i35 

i33 

135  ' 

:;::;::::l::;:::::: 

15. 

16.. 

17.. 

1,102 
1,0991 
l,094f 
1,  088i 
1,  085i 

18-. 

19.. 

20.. 

1 

21.. 

200 

2.-!. 

1,  079IJ 

430 
330 
733 
734 
315 
315 
315 
315 

25.. 

26.. 



1.049 
1,049 
1.043i 
1,0434 

28.. 

29.. 

wo' 

30.. 

:ii.. 

3,  104 

65 

Total  . 

200.  722 

47.  063 

22,  D60 

ill.  120 

•Jill.  3:12 

1125 

1),  928 

10,113  ,           630 

3,  202 

I  certitV  that  the 


MASON  MORFIT. 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 
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Head(,>l'arters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  JO.  IW.-J. 
Hon.  Robert  Ould,  Anent  for  Exchuiuje  of  Prisoners: 

SiK:  I  am  directed  to  iiiforin  you  that  Brig.  (tBilW.  H.  [F.]  Lee  and 
another  ottieer  not  beh)w  the  rank  of  captain,  and  whose  name  I  will 
fiend  to  voii  by  the  next  Wag  of  truce,  have  been  selected  as  hostages 
for  Capt.  H.  VV.  Sawyer,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  and  Capt.  John  M. 
Flinn,  Fiftytirst  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  whom  you  inform  me 
have  been  chosen  by  lot  for  execution.  Upon  information  being 
received  of  the  execution,  by  order  of  your  authorities,  of  these  officers 
or  any  other  officers  or  men  in  the  service  ot  the  I'uited  States  not 
guilty  of  crimes  punishable  with  death  by  the  laws  of  war,  the  Confed- 
erate officers  above  named  will  be  immediately  hung  in  retaliation, 
without  giving  you  other  or  further  notice. 

1  am  directed' further  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment will  proceed  to  retaliate  for  every  similar  barbarous  violation  of 
tlie  laws  of  civilized  war. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
lAeutenitnt  Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 


Report  of  the  special  committee  to    inquire   into  certain   oi(tra<ies    of  the 
enemy.* 

The  special  committee,  charged  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  the  facts  connected  witii  the  recent  outrages  alleged  to 
have  been  perpeti-ated  iu  the  northeastern  part  of  North  Carolina  by 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  recommend  such  action 
as  the  dignity  of  the  Confederate  States  should  demand,  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  committee  have  taken  several  depositions,  and  collected  such  fur- 
ther evidence  as  was  accessible,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  matters  referred  to  them.  This  evidence  is  now  pre- 
sented to  tlie  House,  with  a  brief  outline  of  the  facts  proved. 

In  the  month  of  December  last,  a  large  force  of  negro  soldiers,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  under  command  of  Brig.  (ieii.  Edward 
A.  AVild,  invaded  the  county  of  Pasiiuotank.  While  there  they 
arrested  a  citizen  of  the  county  (Daniel  Briglit)  at  his  own  residence 
and  hung  him  on  the  side  of  the  public  road,  a  few  miles  nortli  of 
Elizabeth  City.  Upon  his  back,  where  he  was  suspended,  was  placed 
a  placard  with  the  following  words: 

This  guenilla.  liaiisi-d  liy  order  nf  lirigaaier-Cieiieral  Wild.  Uaiiiel  i;ri;;lit,  of 
PaS(iuotaiik  County. 

•  Witlioiit  date,  liiit  probably  submitted  betwe.'ii  the  lOtli  niiil  ITth  of  Kebniary, 


1804. 


ai27) 
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Dauiel  Bright  was  a  member  of  the  Sixty-second  Georgia  Eegiment, 
uucler  command  of  Col.  J.  E.  GrifBn,  and  had  received  authority  from 
the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  to  raise  a  company  in  that  county  for 
local  defense.  Failing  in  the  effort,  he  had  retired  to  his  farm,  and  was 
there  seized,  carried  off,  and  executed. 

Two  most  respectable  married  ladies  were  also  made  prisoners — Mrs. 
Phoebe  Mnnden,  wife  of  Lieut.  W.  J.  Munden,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Weeks,  wife  of  Private  Pender  Weeks,  of  Capt.  John  T.  Elliott's  com 
pauy.  The  first  was  arrested  at  her  own  house  in  the  presence  only  of 
her  three  children,  of  whom  the  oldest  was  ten  years  of  age,  on  Satur- 
day, the  12tli  day  of  December,  eouveyed  a  few  miles  to  Elizabeth  City, 
eonfiued  in  a  room  without  lire,  bed,  or  bedding,  with  several  male 
prisoners,  and  tied  by  the  feet  and  hands.  A  negro  guard  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  prisoners.  The  succeeding  day  the  other  lady,  3Irs. 
Weeks,  was  placed  in  the  same  room.  They  were  constantly  guarded, 
and  neither  was  allowed  to  leave  the  room  for  the  most  necessary  duty 
but  in  comi)auy  with  a  negro  armed  soldier.  For  a  more  minute  recital 
of  the  indignities  offered  the  sensibilities  of  the  sex,  the  committee  for- 
bear to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  testimony  of  a  fellow-prisoner,  and 
another,  a  resident  of  the  town  and  an  eye  witness  of  what  he  describes. 
Mrs.  Munden  was  indelicate  health,  was  forced  from  a  home  immedi- 
ately laid  in  ashes,  with  all  it  contained,  without  other  apparel  than  she 
wore  upon  her  person,  and  passed  several  nights  in  the  cheerless  and 
cold  apartment,  to  which  she  was  contined  at  that  inclement  season, 
before  the  humanity  of  her  captors  was  so  far  softened  as  to  permit 
blankets  to  be  furnished  for  her  use.  They  were  kept  until  Thursday 
and  then  removed  to  Norfolk.  It  has  been  represented  to  her  husband 
that  when  Mrs.  Munden  was  carried  off  her  wrists  were  bleeding  from 
the  stricture  of  tlie  cords  with  which  she  was  bound. 

The  purpose  of  these  arrests  of  unarmed  and  helpless  women  will 
appear  from  the  letter  of  General  Wild  to  Captain  Elliott,  dated  Decem- 
ber 17,  which  accompanies  this  report.     In  it  he  says: 

I  stiU  liolil  iu  custody  Mrs.  Muudeu  auj  Mrs.  Weelis  as  tiostages  for  tlie  cofored 
soldier  taf-cen  by  you.  As  be  is  treated,  so  shall  they  be;  even  to  hanging.  By  this 
time  youkuowtiiat  lam  inearne.st.  Guerrillas  are  to  be  treated  aspirates.  You  will 
never  have  rest  until  you  renounce  your  present  course,  or  join  the  leguiar  Confed- 
erate Army. 

These  ladies  are  still  held  in  custody,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  letter  of 
General  B.  F.Butler,*  in  answer  to  a  communication  addressed  to  him 
by  Lieutenant  Munden  and  Mr.  Weeks,  dated  January  26;  and  while 
he  states  that  he  has  countermanded  the  order  for  their  execution, 
threatened  iu  the  event  of  the  hanging  of  his  "colored"  soldier  by 
(xeneral  Wild,  he  does  not  disavow  in  any  other  respect  the  acts  of  the 
latter. 

Besides  these  acts  of  violence  it  is  iu  proof  that  several  private 
dwellings  in  Pasquotank  and  Camden  Counties  were  set  on  fire  and 
consumed,  among  which  may  be  de.-^ignated  those  of  W.  T.  White. 
Capt.  Willis  Sanderlin,  and  Major  Gregory— the  latter,  an  aged  citizen 
of  more  than  sixty  years,  was  seized  and  conveyed  away.  For  what 
purpose  General  Wild's  own  letter  to  (.'aptain  Sanderlin,  written  after 
his  retreat  to  Virginia,  and  bearing  date  December  22,  will  disclose. 
He  says; 

I  sliall  hold  Major  (Ireaory  a.-j  a  hostage  for  the  colored  soldier  captured  near 
Sbiliih.  I  shall  treat  him"  exactly  as  your  people  treat  that  soldier.  If  they  hang 
him  I  shall  bang  Major  Gregory.     And  yon  know  by  this  time  that  I  keep  my  word. 

■See  p.  877. 
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Major  Gregory  w;is  released  afterward  and  returned,  not  to  his 
home,  for  that  was  destroyed,  but  to  his  friends,  ouly  to  die  from  a 
paralysis  with  which  he  was  stricken  while  a  prisoner  in  the  enemy's 
hands. 

The  committee  invite  attention  to  the  minute  account  of  the  acts  of 
this  marauding  expedition,  contained  in  a  letter  written  at  Norfolk, 
December  li8,  to  the  New  Y'ork  Daily  News,  manifestly  prepared  by  one 
familiar  with  its  acts.     They  insert  a  brief  extract  only: 

Negroes  were  permitted  to  curse  and  abuse  det'euscless  ladies,  to  strip  them  of 
their  jewelry  and  ilothing.  and  oft'er  them  indignities  which  would  offend  delicacy 
to  rep(-at.  A  small  Confederate  force  captured  two  of  his  negroes,  iu  a  skirmish,  and 
for  this  lie  outraged  .all  the  laws  of  civilized  war.  He  arre.sted  two  ladies  of  hiKh 
character,  pfrinitted  a  brutal  negro  soldiery  to  tie  them  hand  and  foot  (as  I  believe 
and  am  credibly  informed),  and  kept  them  in  this  condition  for  two  days  and  nights; 
brought  them  to  Norfolk,  and  tiow  keeps  them  confined  in  a  cloge  room.  There  he 
holds  them  as  hostages  for  the  n-tiirn  of  his  negroes. 

The  committee  find  that  both  the  companies  which  the  Federal  offi- 
cer designates  as  "guerrillas,"  commanded,  the  one  by  Captain  Elliott, 
the  other  by  Gajitain  Sanderliii,  were  raised  in  those  counties,  under 
authority  of  the  Governor  of  North  Garolina,  for  local  defense  and  to 
repel  invasions;  were  duly  organized,  and  their  officers  commissioned 
by  him;  and  for  a  year  or  more  had  been  in  the  regular  service  <if  that 
State.  At  the  time  referred  to  they  had  been  attached  to,  and  formed 
part  of,  the  Sixty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  under  command  of 
Col.  James  W.  Hinton. 

The  committee  content  themselves  with  reporting  the  evidence  to 
tlie  House  with  a  short  explanatory  statement.  The  original  letters 
and  placard  referred  to  are  before  them,  and  are  submitted  with  this 
leport.  They  forbear  comment.  It  would  add  no  force  to  the  simple 
mirrative  of  facts. 

W.  N.  H.  SMITH, 

Chairmmi. 

YiRGiNiA,  City  of  Richmond: 

This  loth  day  of  February,  I8ti4,  personally  appears  William  .1. 
Munden,  a  citizen  of  Pasciuotank  County,  N.  C,  who  deposes  and  says 
as  follows: 

Affiant  is  first  lieutenant  in  Company  E,  Sixty-sixth  North  Carolina 
Troops,  under  command  of  Col.  James  W.  Hinton,  iind  in  the  service  of 
said  State  of  North  Carolina.  Cai)t.  J.  T.  Elliott  commands  Compiiny 
E.  This  company  has  been  in  service  about  a  year,  more  recently  has 
been  made  jiart  of  Sixty  sixth  Regiment.  A  i)ortion  of  Company  E 
made  prisoner  of  a  negro,  a  private  in  a  regiment  called  "Fifth  I'.  S. 
Colored,"  in  service  of  the  Unitetl  States.  This  regiment  was  part  of  a 
force  of  the  enemy  invading  the  county  of  Pasquotank,  and  this  capture 
was  made  on  or  about  December  11,  ISO.']. 

Aftianfs  family  was  at  his  home  in  that  county  about  five  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  town  of  Elizabetli  City.  On  the  afternoon  of  same  day 
affiant's  wife,  Phoebe  Munden,  was  arrested  at  her  home  and  brought 
to  Elizabeth  City.  She  was  then  confiued  in  a  room  over  a  store  with 
some  fifteen  or  twentyothers,  of  wliom  ;ili  but  herself  and  another  lady, 
Mrs.  I'Jizabeth  Weeks,  wife  of  Pender  Weeks,  were  men.  Both  ladies 
were  tied  by  their  hands  and  feet  and  detained  three  days,  and  were 
liberated  only  temporarily  and  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature.  When 
permitted  to  lea\  e  for  tliis  ijurjiose  they  were  accompanied  by  a  negro 
guard,  who  stood  over  them  witli  muskets,  and  they  were  (njnipeilcd  to 
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do  this  in  a  public  street.  They  were  then  carried  off,  their  bonds 
untied,  with  the  enemy's  forces.  The  wrists  of  aiiiant's  wife  were  bleed- 
ing from  the  stricture  of  the  rope  with  which  she  was  tied  when  she 
loft.  Mrs.  Munden  was  taken  from  her  three  children,  of  which  the 
oldest  is  about  ten  and  the  youngest  four  years  of  age,  and  no  white 
jierson  left  with  them.  A  young  woman  who  lived  m  the  family  made 
her  escai»e.  A  friend  went  there  to  take  care  of  them  at  night.  When 
carried  off  she  was  allowed  to  carry  no  ciiange  of  clothes  nor  any  night 
clothes.  When  confined  in  the  room  at  Elizabeth  City  the  ladies  were 
compelled  to  sleep  on  the  naked  floor  without  bed  or  bedclothes  or 
other  covering,  and  without  tire.  About  the  third  night  Dr.  W.  G.  Pool 
prevailed  on  the  officer  of  the  enemy  to  permit  blankets  to  be  carried 
in,  and  after  some  delay  consent  was  obtained.  Neither  of  these  ladies 
have  returned,  but,  so  far  as  affiant  knows  or  can  hear,  are  kept  still 
in  confinement.  While  at  Elizabeth  City,  when  Mrs.  3Iunden  would 
complain  of  her  treatment,  she  has  been  cursed  and  told  she  would  be 
liung. 

Mrs.  [Munden  is  about  ^hirty-five  years  of  age,  and,  as  also  affiant, 
are  natives  of  Pasquotank  County.  Her  health  is  not  vigorous. 
Affiant  and  Mr.  Weeks  addressed  a  letter  to  General  B.  F.  Butler  in 
relation  to  tlie  arrest  and  detention  of  their  wives,  and  received 
answer,  the  papers  herewith  tiled,  marked  A.* 

The  facts  stated  are  detailed  by  witnesses  who  know  them  of  highest 
respectability,  and  are  implicitly  credited  by  affiant.  During  this 
invasion  the  enemy  under  Brigadier  General  Wild  hung  Daniel  Bright, 
burnt  affiant's  liouse  and  all  it  contained,  stables,  croi>,  and  nearly 
everything  on  the  premises.  They  also  burnt  the  house  of  William  T. 
White,  a  commissary  to  Company  E,  before  it  was  attached  to  the 
regiment  and  afterward.  They  also  burnt  a  barn  of  corn,  wheat,  and 
other  things  belonging  to  Ed.  Jennings,  a  citizen  not  connected  with 
any  military  organization.  They  also,  as  affiant  hears,  burnt  some  six 
or  seven  houses  in  Camden  County.  Among  otliers  arrested  was 
Major  Gregory,  about  seventy  years  old,  who.  wliile  gone,  became 
paralyzed  and  died  soon  after  his  release  and  return  home.  All  his 
property  was  also  destroyed  by  fire.  The  above  facts  are  ail  true  so 
far  as  within  affiant's  knowledge,  which  he  verilv  believes  to  be  true. 

■^W.  J.  ML'XDEN. 

8worn  to  and  subscribed  before  me. 

W.  N.  H.  SMITH, 

Chairman. 


N"oRTHWEST  Landing,  Va.,  Tuesday,  December  22,  1S63. 
Willis  Sandeelin,  Captain  of  Guerrillas: 

Sir  :  I  hold  Major  (Gregory  as  a  hostage  for  the  colored  soldier  cap 
tuied  near  Shiloh.  1  shall  treat  liim  exactly  as  your  people  treat  that 
soldier.  If  they  hang  him  I  shall  hang  Major  Gregory.  And  you 
know  by  this  time  that  I  keep  \\\y  word.  Let  the  soldier  be  sent  to 
Deep  Creek  village,  at  the  end  of  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  and  Major 
Gregory  shall  be  at  once  restored. 

EDW.  A.  WILD, 
Bri(iailier-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 

'  For  Butler's  letter,  see  p.  877.     Letter  ot  Munden  and  WeeliS  not  founil. 
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Brigades,  Divisions,  Corps,  Armies,  and  imprOTised  organizations  are  '■  Mentioned "  under  name  of  com- 
manding officer;  State  and  other  organizations  under  tlieir  official  designation. 


Abliott,  Robert  0. 

(.'orrespoDdL'uce : 
Ford.  CM.,  857. 
Marti  ndale..r.H..8.-)7. 
ilentioned,  8.'>7. 
Abrahnni,  Isaiic  M. 
Correspomlencc,  A.  H.  I'l.li-n.  747. 
.\rcntioneil.l061. 
Adair.  Arilliam  A.,  912. 
Adams,  Daniel  W.,  326.  3J7.  717. 
Adams.  Wirt. 

I  '..rrespondence.  (1.  L.  Aiulrew.s.  9li0. 
Ailams.  Fort.  B.  I. 

Accommodations  lor  prisoners,  ti89,  690. 
Adjutaiit-Oeneral's  (IBIce.  I'.  S.  A. 
('orrespondeuce : 
Banks.  N.  P.,  808.  9iB. 
Bond.  H.  I...  823. 
Burnside,  A.  E..231. 
Butler.  B.F..  810.  82.'i.  858. 
Dimick..J..542. 
Foster. . I.  Tr.,  360. 
Grant.  T.  S.,  32. 
Heint/.elman,  S.P.,54. 

Hoffman.  W..  122.  301,  500.  587.  835.  966.  980, ! 
King.  J.  C.  823. 
Mack,  O.  A.,  723, 729. 
Morris,  AV.  W..  135. 
(Jrme,'n'.'n'.,4P9. 
Rosecraiis.  W,  S.,  335. 
.-<chenck.  R.  C.,156. 
Schofield.J.  M..  137.  6W. 
■War  Dep.artment,  F.  S. ,  835. 
■Whitnev.  A.  W..386. 
Orders.  General,  series  1862:  \o.  1:!4,  971: 

14-2.  916, 
(Irilers.c'.eiieral.  series  l.*63 :   \os.  10.  117.  1 
971:    \0.  207,  78:    So.  2l'«,  HO:    Xos.   2 
iis.  141;   \o.  i.52,  163:   Xo.  i'^fi.  212.  ; 
Xo.  SS!).  383;  Xo.  307,  708. 
Orders,  General,  series  1364:  Xo.  lis,  1113. 
Orders.  .■;peci;il,  series  1863  ;  Xo.  410,  285. 
Orders.  .Special,  series  1864:  Xo.  31.  862. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  (ieneral's  Ofllce.  (.  s. 
Correspondence : 
Beauregard,  G.  T,.  12.5. 134.  145.  147, 
Bragg.  B..  335.  363. 1051. 
Buckner.  S.  B..  116,195. 
Cobb.  H.,  925. 
GardLer.  W.M..273. 
Hardee.  W.,T.,29H. 


Adjt.  and  Insp.  Geueral's  Olfloe.  »'.  S.  A.-Conf  d. 
Correspondence: 
Johnston,  J.  E..  355.  363. 
Le.-.C.H.,274. 

Maury.  D.  H..  269,  312,  368,  376. 
ilelton,  S.  Tr..  1051. 
Mile.s.  F.  T..  1091. 
Quid,  R.,  355.  360.  809. 
Pemberton.  J.  C..232.  239, 
Pickett,  G.  E.,  962,  993.  1095. 
l'olk.L..558.  632.  679,  710, 
Roman,  A.,  15. 

Smith.  E.  K..  21.  115,  135,  203,  360. 
W.ir  Department.  C.  S..  135.  140,  176,  269.  274. 

278.299.  1042. 
Winder,  .J.  H..  925.  1041.  10,50,  1051, 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  Xo.  12:i,  29.-.:  Xo. 

14»,  465;  Xo.  159.  647. 
Orders,  General,  series  1864:   Xo.   14.  92();    Xo. 

•20.  1020;  X'os.  3.).  42,  1078. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:   Xo.  1S4,  177;  Xo. 
193,  203;   Xo.  104,  207;    Xo.  197,  218;  Xo. 
20S,  251 ;  Xo.  213  {Sept.  .S),  1T7. 
orders.  Special,  .series  1864:  Xo.  47.  993;    Xo. 
49,  1043;  Xo.  59.  1038. 
Adtins.  S..  62. 
Ahl,  tleoree  (V.,  291. 
.Vlflbania. 
Arrests  of  citizens.  432. 
Operations  in.     See  streight'a  R(Jid. 
Alabama,  Uorernor  of. 
Correspondence : 
Anonymous,  831. 
Davis,  JeHerson,  831. 
Sujith,  R.  H.,  432. 
Vr.ir  Department,  C.  S.,  831. 
Alabama  Troops  (C). 

-VrtiUery,  Lvzht— Batteries :   Waddell's,  280. 
Cavalry— J?<'ji');ip/l/.s;   4th  iliussell),  692,  1033. 
iDl'-MtTj— Regiments      20th.   23d,  30th,    31st. 
37th,  40th,  42d,  4(!th,  280. 
VIbany,  \.  Y. 
Reply  of  the  Presiilent  lo  aibilrary  arrest   re»o 
lotion.  4-10. 
Aldrich.  L.  G. 

Correspondence.     See  John  h.  Magruiler. 
Ale.vander.  G.  W. 

Ould.  R.  432. 

Winder  .T.  H,  294,  293.  440. 

(ll:-tli 
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Alt^xandrla,  Ta. 

Confederate  sympathizers,  54,  55,  60,  61,76.  96, 109. 
Allegheny  Penitentiary. 

Condition  of  prisoners,  815, 816, 830. 

Indulgences  allowed  prisoners.  324,  605. 

Inspections,  333,  333,  478.  479.  499,  636,  663,  664. 

Sales  to  prisoners,  1025, 1026. 

Trade  with  sutlers,  640. 

Transfer  of  prisoners  to  Point  I.onlc.mh  Md., 
1053. 
Allen,  A.  M. 

Correspondence,  R.  li.  Winder,  914,  1017,  1043, 
1054. 

Mentioned.  1000,  1U54. 
Allen,  Alhert,  213,  248,  264. 
Allen,  >:.  K.,  1068. 
Allen,  Franli,  854. 1060. 1062. 
Allen,  0.  T. 

i.'oriiith  (Miss.)  hospital,  45S. 

irpnti.ined,458,  471. 
Allen,  Henry  W.,  738. 
AliHHii,  Justinian,  846,  847. 
Alston,  Bobert  A. 

Correspondence,  War  Dept.,  C.  S.,  :175,  656. 

Mentioned,  332,  335,  336,  347.  374,  375.  387,  445. 
Alton,  111. 

Examination  of  state  prisoners,  492,  627,  i!28. 

Extra  vigilance  enjoinetl  at  night,  26<). 

Feiu.lle  prisoners.  123.  967. 

Hendrickson,  T..  relinquishes  command.  195, 

Inspections,  391-393.  499,  662-664,  758,  773, 967-9711. 
1123. 

Kincaid,  G.  W.,  in  command  of  prison,  195. 

Management,  needs,  etc.,  96,  97, 112, 113. 130, 149, 
152, 153,  157,  160,  265,  282,  392,  393,  476,  662-064, 
758,  773,  858,  967-970,  9D8,  999,  1027,  1123. 

Military  convicts,  282. 

Money  taken  from  pri.soners,  712,  748,  803,  804. 

Release  of  prisoners,  221,  230.  2'.)1 . 

Savings  of  rations,  13, 14. 

Security  of  prisoners.  130. 

Smallpox.  61,70,96.97,104,105,  160,  179.  191.  192. 
1123. 

Trade  with  sutlers,  625, 1014. 1015. 

Transfer  of  Confederate  ofticers  to  .Johnsons 
Island.  157,  158,  265. 
Aniacker,  0.  P. 

Correspondence,  W.  S.  I'ierson,  39T. 
Auimen,  Jacob,  636. 
Amnesty. 

Trisonersof  war.  752,  753,  802.  803.  808.  111.",.  1114. 

Proclamations  of  Aliraliam  Lincoln  : 
Dec.  8.  18G3,  080-682. 
Mar.  26,  1S64,  1113.1114. 

ll.-n>.irks.  M.  C.  Meigs.  937.  93S, 
Ancrum,  John  I,.,  187 
.\n(lerson  (Prisonei-).  921,943. 
Anderson,  Kinley,  75i).  822. 
Anderson,  J.  F. 

Correspondence.     See  Julin  a.  Fusi'T. 
Anderson,  John,  ilrs.,  1035. 
Aiiilerson,  Lurien,  552,  709. 
.Vnderson,  Samuel  S. 

Ci.iTesp.,ndi-nce,     S.  e  F..  Kirbn  Smith. 
Anderson.  William  P. 

Corn-si ilen.e.     .Sc  .1 //i(<;-o,m'  K.  I:,i,„sidr 


Anderso»*N  rross-Koads,  Tenn. 

Skirmish,  Oct.  2, 1863.     Prisoners  of  war. 480.481. 
AnUersouville.  Oa. 

Burial  of  the  dead,  1020. 

Construction,  etc.,  of  huildings,  965,  966.  1028, 
1043.  1054, 1055. 

Escape  of  prisoners  en  route  for,  1038, 1091. 1092. 

llriswohi,  E.,  special  duty  in  cliarge  of  jtrison- 
ers.  1043. 

Intercourse  with  prisoners  at  work,  1054. 

Measures  to  secure  supplies,  885,  886,  914,  902, 
972,  973,  976,  977,  985,  996,  1000,  1015,  1017,  1018. 

Moneys  of  prisoners,  1054. 

Negro  laborers,  965. 

Or<lers,  General,  series  1864:  ( Camp  Sumter,  4 ja.) 
\0.  1,  1020;  Xo.  .1,  1028:  Xo.  «,  1054:  Xo.  9, 
1117. 

Persons,  A.  \V.,  assigned  to  command,  993. 

Provision  return,  March  31, 1864,  1125. 

.Sales  to  employ^.s,  1054. 

Selectmn  of  commander,  925. 

Selection  of  site  for  prison,  558. 

.Sellman,  J.  C,  assigned  to  duty,  1117. 

Supervision  and  control,  1041-1043. 

Transfer  to.  of  prisoners,  925,926. 
AndrC,  John,  328. 
Andrea,  Theo. 

Correspondence,  Cor,  of  Xorl  li  Carolina,  820. 

Mentioned,  859. 
.Vndress,  Kdnin  V. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Andrew,  John  .\. 

Correspondence.    See  Massachusetts,  Gov.  of. 

Mentioned.  189,  690,  776. 
Andrews,  E.  W..Jr. 

Correspondence,  W.  W.  Morris,  255. 
Andrews,  Edward  W. 

Correspondence.     See  Peter  A.  Porter. 
Andrews,  George  L. 

rurrespondence ; 
Adams,  W.,  960. 
Banks,  :N.  P.,  288,  289,  312. 
Hitchcock,  E.  A..  924. 
Logan,  J.  L.,  177, 189,  258,  288. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  83.  91. 

Mentioned,  258,289. 
Andrews,  W.  W.,187. 
Annapolis,  Md. 

C.)ndition  of  prisoners.  446,  447,  474-476,  500,  511. 
512,535,536,806,807,812. 

Inspections,  Camp  Parole,  494. 

Root,  A.  R.,  assigned.  Camp  Parole,  134. 

.Sangster,  G..  relieved.  Camp  Parole,  134. 
Anonymoos. 

Correspondence: 

Alahanm,  Governor  of,  831. 
Hoffraan,  W..  162. 
Anthony,  D.  ('.,  35. 
.Vppleyard,  Joseph,  30. 
.\-rahlan,  Sle:imer,  106. 
Arceniant,  tioacln,  884,  941. 
Archer,  James  J. 

Correspondence,  War  Department.  C.  .S..  311. 

Mentioned.  311. 
Archibald,  Edward  M.,  961. 
Vrchihnld,  II.  ('..  ,'>80. 
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Arknnsas. 

Operutious  in.     iief^  Selena.     Attack  on,  Jnlii  4, 

ises. 

I'risoners  delivered,  etc.     See  Exchamje,  Deliv- 
ery, etc.,  of  PrLtonera. 
VrkauMas  Troops  (!'.). 

lalnntry— Regiments :   17th,  2SS. 
Vrnies),  Thomas  D.,  128, 135, 164.  IHii.  7i)8  7(iU.  7U. 
Armies  of  the  United  .States. 

iDstructions  for  the  goveiniuent.  of.  in  the  lield, 
18,  21,  23,  29,  H:!.  36.  41-47. 
Armstrong,  Charles  R. 

(■(irrespoiidence,  R.  li.  Winder,  OB.'i. 
AruiNtrone,  .1.  W.,  1017, 1018,  1043. 
Army  and  Navy  Offlcial  fiazette,  167,  ;):14,  :!44. 
Army  Head<)uarters. 

f'orreapondence : 

Banks,  N.  1'  ,  147,  l.-i4.  2ll9,  233.  383,  419. 


Bin 
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Unrnside,  A.  E.,  177,280. 

Butler,  B.  F.,  845,  858. 

Dis,  J.  A.,  55. 

Foster,  J.  G.,  414. 

Grant,  V.  S.,  92  97,196,241,273,296,303,851, 

Hitchcock,  E.  A..  199,  229,  230,  235,  382,  400,  519, 

915. 
Hoffman.    W.,    16,03,81,88,91,97,103.327,400, 

587,  632. 
Harlbut,  S.  A.,  502. 

,Iudp;e-Aavocate-rTeueral  s  Office,!". S.  ii...519. 
I.ee,  R.  E.,  659,691. 
Lieber,  F.,  327. 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  192. 
Ludlow,   W.  H.,  68,  69, "3,  85.  89-91,  93,  108,  109, 

111.  118. 
Marston,  (1.,  141. 
Meade,  G.  G  ,  05-97,659. 
Meredith,  S.  A.,  153. 
Porter,  W.  D.,  174. 
Q.  M.  Gen. '8  Office,  V.  S.  A.,  589,  632. 
Rosecrans,  \V.  S.,  163, 164,382. 
Scheuck,  R.  C,  60,  63,  77,  85,  97. 
Tbnuias,  G.  H.,  569,587. 
Thoma.s  I..,  97. 
Tiirn.-r,  L.  C,  165. 
War  Department,  T.  S  ,  184.  280,  .523. 
Order.i,  Special,  series  1863:  >"o.  :122,  134. 
Arrott,  C,  517. 
.\rron%  Steamer. 
Capture.  May  15,  1863.   Pris.m.TM  ol  war.  756,  ;<3T. 
Mentioned,  756.837. 
Arthur,  B.  F. 

Corresi>ondenre.     See.Sut/^/?  Carolina,  tjne.  of. 
Vrtiftcial  Limbs. 

Prisoners  ,>f  war,  I1180. 
\slimun,  (leor(;e  I*. 
Mentioned,  372. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  572-575. 
Vlliencum  Prison,  Wlicelinj,  IV.  Va. 

Inspections,  499,062,664. 
Atkinson,  Th.  P. 
Cttrrespoudence.     .See  Danville,  Va.,  Mayor  ot. 
Mentioned,  889. 
Atlanta,  C.  S.  S. 
Capture,  .Tune  17,  1863.     Prisoners  of  war.    77, 

398,  399,  947.  978. 1017. 1024, 1073. 
ilrntionc.l.  77. 


Atlanta,  (ia. 

Paroled  prisoners,  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son, 218,  219. 
Attorney-fleneral's  Ofllce,  I'.  S. 

Correspondence,  War  Department.,  V .  .S.,  1. 
Auir,  Jacob,  1030,  1032,  1033. 
Augur,  Christopher  C, 

Correspondence,  W.  Hotlman.  277. 

.Mentioned,  896. 
Austin,  Isaac,  sr..  53'.i. 
Ivent,  W.  F.,408. 
Aylett,  Patrick  H. 

Cornspondence,  .J.  H.  Winder,  lii53. 

Mentioned,  1053. 
Bache,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence.  .1.  Siiupaou,  907. 

Mentioned,  908. 
Backus,  Abner  L. 

Correspondence.  Alirahain  Line nln.  48,  .'16,  64. 
Bailey,  .loseph  Sydenham,  670,  671.  673. 
Bailey,  s.  P.,  349.  lOoo. 
Bally,  .lames. 

CoiTespondeuce.  It.  T.  Be;uire;iai(l.  1057. 
Baird,  E.  T.,347 
Baker,  Boh,  271. 
Baker,  Edward  I,. 

Food  supply.  Camp  lloiij;las.  III.,  932-934. 

ilentioned,  928,  932,-934. 
Baker,  .James  H.,  63, 128.  339. 
Baker,  John  P.,  713. 
Baker,  .luiia.  Schooner.  1074.  1121. 
Baker,  Lafajette  C,  40 
Baker,  11.  T..  924,936,064. 
Baker.  William  H.,271. 
Baldnin,(  lark  B. 

Corr.-apond.-ii.e.  W   Holfinan.  4J7. 
Baldwin,  l>.  .1. 

Correapondeme : 
Baldwin,  .T.M.,  565 
Peebles,  R.  R.,  562,  363. 

Mentioned,  560-565,  1052,  1076.  lo77. 
Baldnin.  .1.  William,  674-677. 
Baldwin,  .James  n. 

Correspondence.  D.J.  l'.alcl«  111.. .65, 

Mentioned,  565. 
Baldwin,  William  E.,  11:: 
Ballanlyne,  William. 

I'orr.spondeu.e.    See  rh,,,.iian  (■„,„,„,.<,„,„. 
Ballincer,  William  B..  447. 
Baltimore,  .Mil. 

Confederate  priM.ncis  111  hos|Mtals.  1(2.  143. 

Pris.miTs  .  ontin,-.l  in  city.iail,  143-145 
Baltimore  (Md.i  Police  Commissioners. 

Coullict  li.tw.en  State  .mil  F.'der.ll  aothorilles, 
04,99-1111. 
Baltimore  (Md.l  Itepuhlicaii. 

Arrest,  etc  ..  of  e.litors.  019,  o.'n. 
Banks.  Xatha I  P. 

Correspona.Mcc 

Ad,jiUalit-i;.n.-rars  Office,  I'.S.  .\.,  .si  18,  905. 

Andre w-3.  G.  L..  2S8,  289,  312 

Array  Heailquarters,  147,  1K4,  209,  233, 3a3. 419. 

Cooke,  P.  rit.  G..824. 

Dwight,  C.  C,  805,  816,  906,  1024,  11 12. 

Franklin,  W.  B..  589,  647.  651.  707.  7211.  737,  750. 

Gardner.  F..  104. 

Hotfman.  W'..  ISO.  242.  47(1,  702,  KW. 
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Banks,  Nathaniel  P — (oiitiEued. 
C'drreapondence : 
Logan.J.  I..,31. 

New  Iberia,  La..  Cumilg.  Officer  (U.l.  3(i7. 
Roberta.  J.,  53. 
Taylor.  R.,  87,  97,  'Jug,  -Jlli,  223.  248,  2,M,  264,  ;ic)8, 

309. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  54. 
Mentioned.  128.  247-249,  312.  367,  397,  393,  441,  493, 
542,  553-553.  564.  390-091,  609-611,  031.  700.  706. 
707,  713.  720.  735,  746.  748-73(1,  772,  805,  812-315, 
817-819,  822.  824,  838,  904-906,  924,  960,990, 1094, 
1103,1107.1112.  1115,  1116. 
Xegotiations  with   R.  Taylor,  589,  590.  602.  603. 
606,  641,  646,  047,  651,  684,  686.  693,  694.  749.  750, 
805,806,312-819,  822,  838,  905,  906,  1080,  1081, 
1004,  1095,  1105.  1112.  1113,  1116. 
Banner,  David.  :)0 
Barelay,  ilr.,691. 
Barrus.  .lames  H..  668.  070. 
Bares,  Amos,  703. 
Earlier.  Ezra  F..  517 
Barlon.  H.  H. 
ileutioned,  779. 
Treatment  of  pri.souer.s.  770. 
Barniister.  .\ndren,  1003. 
Barnes,  (i.  S. 

Shooting  of  prisoners,  (Jaijip  (Jbase,  O.,  1064. 
Barnes,  Joseph  K. 
Correspondence : 
Cuyler,  .T.  M.,235. 
Johnson,  G.  K..1030. 
Sehoepf,  A.,  1039. 

Surgeon-General's  (Iflii-e.  C.  S.  A..  235,  244. 
See  also  Sunje.m.Gmeral'.s  Office,  C".  .i'.  A. 
Mentioned,  39.  1039. 
Barnett,  KUa,  776. 
Barnett,  Henry  n.,  330.  430. 
Barnett,  Kate.  776. 
Barnhart,  .lames,  946. 
Barr,  William. 

C'iHTespondeme.   W.  Hortman,  754. 
Barren.  .Hvin  J.,  034.953. 
Barriffer,  .John  W.,  930. 
Barry.  Frank.  127 
Bartley,  T.  W. 

(.'orrespondeme.  .\l)rahani  Lincoln,  43,  .56,  64. 
Bartley,  Turner,  050. 
Barton.  D.  IV.,  414 
Barton.  R.  B..  414. 
Barton.  Seth  JI..  113,  230. 
Bascom.  (Ju.stavus  M. 

Correspondenee.     See  Jaco  D.  Cnx. 
Bash,  Jacob,  378. 
Bass,  Colin. 

Correspomleuce,  )  ,ii\  .riuir  <d  A'lr^iiiia.  530. 
Bassett.  Isaac  ('. 
Corre.spondem'e : 
Pierson,  W.  S..  903. 
Terry,  H.  D..  902,  903. 
Bates,  Edivanl. 

Correspondence.     ^^\^  Attti.  <jen.' a  l)j}ice,  U.S. 
Bates,  ErastusX..  301. 
Battle.  Frank.  410,987,008. 
Bauni,  Oliver  J.,  911. 


Baylor,  Robert  W. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hotfman,  358. 
Mentioned,  127,  135,  164.  180.  3.59.  371.  420.  328.  732. 
Beadle,  William  H.  H. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Beall.  John  Y.,  705.  825,  979. 
Beasley,  >V.  H.,  225. 
Beatty,  William  H.,  497. 
Beauregard,  \.  \.  Toutant. 

Correspondence.     S«!e  G.  T.  Beaure'jard. 
Beaure&rard,  U.  T. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant    and     Inspector    General's    Otfice, 

C.  S.  A..  125,  134,  145,  147. 
Baily,  J.,  1057. 
Branch,  J.  L.,  124,  129. 
Bryan.  E.  P..  843. 
Crowell.  X.  S.,  146. 
Elliott.  S.,  275. 
Gillmore,  Q.  A.,  213. 
Hendricks.  A.  J.,  10.57. 
Horney.  C.  E..  1057. 


•Tert'e 


.  W.  A, 


Kirk,  H..  527. 
Melton.  C.  D..  296,  305, 
Ripley,  R.  S.,  124. 
Roman,  A..  167,  10.58. 
Smith.  E..  5-:7. 

South  Carolina.  Go\-.  of.  130.  145.  1.59.  190,  1081. 
■Wantts.  W.  J..  111.57. 
War  Department.  C.  S.,  139,  140.  145. 
Young, 'W.  .\..  10,i7.  1070. 
Mentioned.  86,  120.  145,  146,  100,202,27,5,  305,    31, 
1038,  1058. 
Bechtal,  .Varon.  1119.  1120. . 
Beekwith,  E.  «.,  367. 
Belden,  Captain.  713. 
Belger,  James.  745. 
Bell,  E.  J. 
Correspondence.      See      Danrille    ( Va.  \    To'i-ii 
Council. 
Bell,  James  H. 
Correspondence.  T.  E.  Sneed,  1077. 
Mentioned,  1077. 
Bellair,  Joseph  i). 

Food  supply,  Camp  Doii-las.  111..  031. 
Belle.  Schooner,  168. 
Belle  Isle,  Va. 
Causes  of  mortality  .iiiiong  pri.tonera.  .587,  538, 

1087-1089. 
Complaints  of  ill-treatment.  977.  978. 
Condition  of  j.risoners.  326.  331,  474-476.  482.  433. 

530,  531. 
Inspections.  544-547,  337,  533,  10S7-lii89. 
Shelter  for  jirisoners,  083. 
Ben..  ■271. 

Benner.  Daniel  J.,  859. 
Bennett,  J.  ('..  667. 
Bennett,  Jacob  C.  068. 
Benton,  Captain,  696. 
Benton,  Samuel,  408. 
Benton  Barracks,  )lo. 
Inspections.  3.32,  333,  406-408. 
ilauagement,  needs,  etc.,  332,  333,  406-403. 
Berry,  C.  H, 
Correspondence.  K.  B.  Winder,  972. 
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Besser,  John  S. 

Corresponrtence.  .7.  B.  Magnicler,  '.'82,  399. 

Mentioned,  306. 
liett.  Emlllil,  Sleam-biKit,  168. 
Bickhiini.  Yeatnian,  1005. 
Ilirkndl.O.  W..  373 
Itidlark.  Vf.  W..  580 
Bier,  (iporse  H..:!ll 
Biiiirhani.  .ludsoii  !>.,  125. 
Binney.  Horace. 

Ciirrespondeui  e.  Army  Headquarter.s,  :i32. 
BIrchard.  M. 

Correspoiidenie    Alinihaiu  Lincolu.  48.  56,  ( 
Bird,  \y.  »'. 

Currespoudeiiee,  War  Di-partiuent.  C.  S  .  2.' 

M.ntioned.  249,29:;. 
BiniiinL-ljaiii,  Joliii.  005 
llla.khurn.  Jesse  K..  89(1.  891. 
niaoknian,  11.  C,  832. 
Blaiknell.  Y.  II. 

Piers.m.  \V.  .S..  110. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  311. 

Mentioned,  132,  173. 
Blai-kwood.  ^\.  F.,  249,  25ll,  293. 
Blair.  Frank  P., .jr.,  718. 
Blair,  Jlontaoniery. 

Correaponrtenie.     See /■■.a(-0^ci-  Dc/)(„   r.  . 

Mentioned.  534.  003,  763, 
Blake,  W.  E. 

rorre.-^pondenee,  .T.  A,  Dix,  27. 
Blakesly.  (ieoree  J.,  355. 
Blass  iPris,.neri,  587. 
BHhs,  Cieorse. 

rnrriapondenoe,  Aliraliaiii  Lincoln,  48,  ,56,  i 
Blnekade-Itunners. 

Kxeli.Tiige,  treatiuont,  et,-,,  62.  168,  169,  355. 
Blon,  Henry  T. 

i;orre>p.iud.nce,  War  Department.  V.  S.,  1 
Blunt,  diaries  K..  680, 
Blunt.  James  (i. 

A:;reernent  n-itli  Hmdn.au,  17:j, 

fune^pondeuee,  J,  M.  .Sehofield,   196, 

Mentioned,  173, 
Boate.  FJivard  «'.,  858, 
Boate,  Kdward  W.,  Mrs,,  xM. 
Bozss,  IVilliam  R. 

Correspondence,     See  A',  Knh;/  .Sintth. 

Mentioned.  484. 
Boards  of  Odleers. 

Distribnti.in  of  supplier   to   Umoii    piisoi 
657  638. 

Political  pri-iouers,  468. 

Sliootins  of  prisoners  by  prison  ^uarda,   1 
1104, 
Bnharnace.  I).  V...  107, 
Itidin.  John.  923, 
Bolin.  William. 

ricifment  of  prisoners,  787,  788, 
liidles,  William  M..  205.261, 
B.illnian,  Krick.  622  624, 
Bonaparte,  diaries  I,.  \.     See  Sapoleon  III. 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon.     See  \ni>oleon  I. 
Bond.  F.   v..  894. 
B 1,  F,   \..  Mrs.,  895, 


Bond.  llu;;h  Lennox. 

Corre3pondence.Ad,it,Gen.'8  Office, T,  S,  A,,  823, 

Mentioned,  862, 

Special  commissioner,  823,862. 
Bonford,  P.  E. 

Correspondence,    .see  Williani  M.  Levi/. 
Rnnham,  )iilledse  L. 

Correspondence.    See  .South  rarolina.  fiou.  of. 

Mentioned,  194, 
Bonneville,  Beiijaniiri  L.  K. 

Correspondence,  E,  A,  Hitchcock,  314, 

Mentioned,  400. 
Booker,  R.  M..  751. 
Booth.  M.  .v.,  580. 
Boreman,  .\rthur  I. 

Correspondence.     See    KV.s-/    Virrjitiia.   ijuv.  of. 

Mentioned,  429,  662, 
Boston,  .Steamer,  1,59,252,253 
Bostwlck.  ,Samuel  W. 

Corresponden(;e,  War  Department,  V .  S..  627, 

Mentioned.  492. 


,  492 


,628. 


Boucrh,  Daniel.  .539. 
Box  ay.  A.  E. 

TorreslDndencc,  .1,  A,  Dix,  106, 
Ko»den.  I.einuelJ. 

Corresponileine: 
IWwden,  T,  R,.  409, 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  187,  :i8»,  409. 

Mentioned,  233,  409. 
Bonden,  Thomas  R. 

Correspondence,  I.  ,1,  Mowdeii,  409, 
Roneu,  James. 

Correspondence,  K.  L,  Molinenx.  696,  762, 

Mentioned,  762,  772,  904. 
Boiven,  John  S.,  113,  280,  295,  316,  346, 
Bowers.  Henry,  935 
Bowers,  Theodore  S. 

Correspondence,     See  I',  s.  lirant. 
Bowes,  Maiininfi:  F.,  57o. 
Bowler,  \.  (;..  315. 
Bowyer.  Henry  M.,  ,.39,546, 
Boyii.  (  arlile.  373. 
Boyd.  Joseph  F. 

Clothing  issued  at  Uicbmond.  Va.,  852,  8,53. 

Selph,  C,  McR,.642, 
Warner,  J,,  642. 
Winder,  J,  H.,  691,  735. 
Mentioneil,  .526,  642.  658,  691,  966,  979,  980, 
Boyd,  Matt..  966, 
Boyle,  Jeremiah  T. 
Correspon'lence: 
Holl'man,  W.,  198. 
McLean,  X,  C,  107,  198, 
Mentioned,  107,108,810. 
Boyle,  William  J.,  960. 
Bradford.  Lieutenant.  1013. 
Bradfonl.  Henry  I'..  386. 
Bradford.  R.  V.,  066. 
Bradley,  Amos  ('..  449. 
Bra?^,  Braxton. 
t'orreapondeine 

Adjutant    :iiid     Ins|.ectoi     General'^    01 
C.  S.  A.,  335.363,  1051. 
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Braife,  Braston— Coutinueil. 

Correspondence: 
Brent,  G.  W.,  1048. 
Ritli:ir(laon,T.  G..  1048. 
Rosicrans,  W.  S.,  323.  320.  327,  369.  381. 
Steven.son,  C.  L.,232. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  202,  1017, 1050. 

lleuti(inecl,73,  89,  113,  114,  117,  207,  218,  219,2; 
239,  431,  441,  433,  472,  504.  511.  .J68. 

Uf(ler3  in  ca.ses  of  prisoners  of  war.  527. 
Brace.  Thomas. 

Corresponilenco,  Jeflerson  Davis,  245. 
Bnuiilette,  Thomas  E. 

Correspoudence.     See  Kentiwk^/.  durenior  ■>/. 
Branch.  D.  W..  124. 
Branch,  .lohn  L. 

Correspondence,  G.  T.  Beauiegard.  124,  129. 
Braner.  Frederick  C. 

Correspondence.  -T.  H.  Winilfr.  440. 
Brashear  City,  La.     Capture,  -lure  23.  1863. 

Paroled  prisoners,  203.  204.  209,  223.  224,247-2. 
308. 
Braytoii.  .11.  I,.,  305. 
Brearo.  .1.  K. 

Correspondence,  \rar  D.-pt.,  C.  .S..  200,  275. 
BreckinridBe.  .John  C.  7,  95. 
Breed,  Boirmaii  B. 

Correspondence,  C.  W.  Marsli.  992. 

Mentioned.  9S0-982. 
BreuBle.  .Vlfred  F.,  lOti.  .■;39.  513,  514. 750,  943. 
Brent,  (ieorgc  William. 

Correspondence,  B.  Bragg,  1048. 

See  also  Braxton  nra<jg. 

Mentioned,  1084. 
Brickley,  (ieorgo  W.  I,.,  0(i2. 
Bridares  Benjamin,  1000. 
Bridces.  .lohn  L.,  890,  891. 
BrisBs.  M..  S60. 
Brifflit,  .VIe.vander,  271. 

Bright,  Daniel,  846,877,  87.S.  8S3.  fig4.  1127.1128.11 
Briiiht,  Rohert  .V.,  994. 
BriBhtman,  .S.  B. 

Correspondence.  W.  Wallace.  747. 
Brink,  Leonard,  166,  31.'. 
Britannia,  .Steamer.  168. 
British  Consuls.     See  Voiitvh. 
Broadbent,  William,  5«. 
Kroadhcad.  .lames  0. 

Ilendriclisou.T.,  149. 

Hortiiian,  W.,  199,  264,  2i..-,.  2K2,  351,  427.  640.  7 
KiiK-aid,  G.  W..260. 
Lincoln,  .Ujiahani.  115. 
S.lioti.ld,  .7.  i[..  .-.IS. 
Broncr.  Kd.  T..  30-, 
Brooke.  Hunter. 
CorrcspondciM  ,.,  .ludie  A.h-.„;,ie-Geueral  s  i 

Hce.  r.  S.  A..  464.  5-JO. 
Merilionrd.  .S32.  1029.  lolHl.  1032.  1033. 
Brooke.  Walker,  739. 
Brooklyn  (X.  V.i  Kairlc,  100. 
Brooks,  L.  M. 


Brooks,  Richard  .V. 

Mentioned,  765,  767,768. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  764-767. 
Brooks,  T.  B.,  775. 
Brooks,  William  T.  H. 

Correspondence : 

Hoffman,  W.,  242,  324,  640,  815.  830. 1025, 1055. 
Huidekoper.  F.  W.,  1,53. 

Mentioned,  153,  636. 
Brosenham,  .John,  271,  273. 
ISrotherton,  W.  H. 

Correspondence,  R.  B.  Winder,  972,  985. 
BrouBh,  ,]ohn. 

Correspondence.     See  Ohio,  Governor  of . 
Brown,  Mrs.,  1104. 
Brown,  .4.  (i.,  331. 
Brown,  B.  Gratz.  718. 


Br 


.  E.  W.,37 


(ilfl.  82; 


il,  Nat 


.  183.  184, 


171. 


238,  65 


W. 


760. 


Qiiarterra.'isle 
Mentioned.  759. 


ittice.  U. 


Broun,  Egbert  B.,  1104. 
Brown,  (i.  W.,  1104. 
Brown,  fieorge  AV..  1006 
Brown,  Harvey,  687 
Brown,  I..  373. 
Brown,  James,  408 
Brown,  James  .M. 

Correspondence, 

Mentioned,  S25. 
Brown,  Josepli  E., 
Brown,  Orin  H. 

Correspondence, 

Mentioned,  188. 
Brown,  T.  B.,932. 
Brown,  Wilson  W. 
Browne.  J.  (•..  12.s, 
Browne,  Junius  H. 
Bruce,  E.  M. 

(.'orrespondeuce.   U.  ^\'.  Duke.  1037. 

Mentioned,  1036,  1037. 
Bryan,  E.  Pliny. 

Correspondence,  G.  1.  Heaui'euaril.  343. 
Bryant,  .Samuel  S. 

Correspondence,  L)auville  i\'a.)  Town  C 
890. 
Buciianan,  Franklin.  7,  30,  308. 
Buclianan,  William  F.,  580. 
Buck,  George,  1120. 
Buckingham,  William  .V. 

'.'orreapondeuee.     See  Cotmccticnt.  tiuver 

Mentioned.  307. 
liuckley,  Solomon.  917. 
Buckner,  Simon  II. 

Correspondence ; 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  lieu. 'a  (Ittice,  C.  S.  A.,  1 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  134,  138. 

:Mcnti(med,  7, 176.  219. 
Buell.  Don  Carlos,  1030. 
Bunton.  S.,  576.  744.  733. 
BurliridBc.  (.  D.,  173. 
Bunh,  Cliarlcs  H. 

Correspiindince.  Mr.s.  C.  II.  liunli.  7ri3. 

Mentioned,  752,  8»2. 
Burch,  Charles  H.,  Mrs. 

Correspondence,  C.  H.Borcli,  753. 
Burch,  E.     See  ilrj.  Charles  IJ.  Biireh. 
Bureau  of  Conscription,  C.  S.  .\. 

Powers,  duties,  etc.,  of  officers,  107S. 
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Bnrgrer,  Joel,  540. 
Burger,  Siiniiiel.Jr.,  540. 
Bargett,  J.  R..  11. 
Burke,  E.  D. 

i're;itmeDt  of  priaonera.  734.  785. 
Burke,  Martin. 
Attachment  for  contempt,  94,  99-101. 
Correapondence: 

Hoataan,  W.,   641,  654,  706,  9U,  UJ5,  961.   HCIO. 

1073. 
\V:\T  Department.  V.  H..  94. 
Wliiting.  W..  09. 100. 
Mentioned.  100.  101.  778,  956. 
Burnham,  .Samuel. 
Correspondence : 
Turner,  T.  P,  440,  498. 
W.irner,  .J.,  851. 
Menlioned,  278,  279,  642,  8.52. 
Burns,  .lolinW.,  823. 
Burnside,  .Imbrose  E. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant-General's  OHice,  U.  S.  A.,  231. 
Army  Headquarters,  177,  280. 
Carter,  S.  P.,  23,  31. 
Co^..T.D.,276. 
Hitclicock,  E.  A.,206,  J35. 
Holiraan,  W..  23.  31.  6u.  105.  156,   186.  242.  257. 

369. 
Mason.J.S.,  174.  3;:5. 
Morgan.  J.  H.,  158,496. 
Oliio,  (lovernor  of.  153. 
Smith,  J.  R.,231. 

War  Department,  V.  .S..  23,  163, 177. 
Willcox,  0.  B.,276. 
Mentioned,  13,  104,  107,  108.  117,  141.  143,  158,  159, 
162,  163,  190,  195,  201,  215,  231,  250,  257,  276,  280, 
292,  320,  332,  335,  336,  376,  420,  431,  445,  468, 495, 
496.  519.  621,  648.  667.  068,   684,  724,  842,  979, 
1108. 
(Jrders  in  cases  of  prisoners  of  war.  201. 
Parole  of  Ciiml.erlan.l   (iap  (Tenn.)  prisoners, 
280. 
Burr.  Iludsou,  l(i67,  1068.  1070. 
BurreM,  Isaac  S. 

Correspondence.  War  Uopartuient.  1".  S.,  493. 
Burruusths.  Kiiu-ar,  1100,  1110. 
Burroughs,  .John  J. 

Cnrrcspondeuce,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  1 100, 
Burrow,  Reuben.  78. 
Burrows,  .Silas  E. 
Correspondence,  .Abraham  l.iucdn.  ■■Iiil, 
Mentioned,  838,  839. 

Proposed  visit  to  Kicbniond,  Va .,  801.  »:;8,  -3!i. 
Burtlie,  Vlotor. 
t.'orrespondence,  i;.  .1.  Fitziiatnt  k.  272, 
Mentioned.  270. 
Bushwhackers.     Sec  CurrrMni. 
Butler,  Beiijaniiu  V. 

A.ltllon/cd  t.i  visit  W.islilliglnii,  6U. 
I  onf.  derate  .iiir,  li.  v  for  pi  i.ioncrs.  lo8U 
Conference  vilth  Uuld,  liiv.',  1111,  ll-'l.  1122 


768. 


.\d.|t.  Ceu.H  (.Ithe,-.    r,  ,>.    .\.,  rtlM.  H25..S.5S 
Army  He.nb]nartcrs.  84.V  ,<.8. 
ilecUiiiaii.C,  A     74:. 
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Butler,  Benjamin  F Continued. 

Correspondence; 

Hmton,  J.  W..  847,883. 

Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  711,  712,  751,  752,  839,  840.  867. 

882.  897,  906,  916, 922,  926, 927, 937. 
Hoffman,  W.,  515,  516,  639.  774,  898,  910,  911,  921, 
943,   954.  973,  990,  998,  1015.   1016,  1025,  1027, 
1033, 1035,  1057,  1105,  1116,  1121, 1122. 
.Judge  Advocate-General's  Offlce.U.  S.  A.,  887. 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  683,  808,  877. 
Marston.G.,  823, 1071. 
Mulford,-J.  E.,943. 
Munden,  W.J.,877. 
N'avy  Department,  U.  S.,  1123. 
OuUl,  R.,  533,  658,  083,  748,  75'2,  754,  756,  757,  771, 
823,  824,  836-839,  874,  875,  891,  894,  90C.  916-919, 
921,  933,  924,  935,  945,  946,  955,  960,  986,  1000, 
1005,  1006,  1034,   1035,   1074,  1075,   1090,  1106. 
1111,1121. 
Peck,  J.  J.,  962, 1006. 
Pickett,  G.E.,  1093. 

Provost-Marshal-General,  U.  S.  A.,  1090. 
Spear,  S.  P..  845. 
Thompson.  M.  J.,  351. 
Treasury  Department,  U.  S.,  1080. 
War  Department,  C  S.,350,  509,  525,  527,  528. 
533,  626,  658,  682.  691,  763,  768,  769,  802,  308,  844, 
872,  873,  891,  906,  910,  935-937,  953,  956,  "58,  970. 
973,  978,  979,  939,  997,  1025,  1028,   1038,   1074, 
1079,1082,  1093,1097,  1114. 
Weeks,  P.,  877. 
Wistar.  r.  J.,953. 
Declaration  of  exchange,  .Ian.  24.  1864,  871-874. 
880-883,  894,  916,  920. 936. 937,  944, 945, 970, 971, 
1007-1013,  1015, 1016,  1079, 1092, 1093, 1097. 
Instructions  of  Hitchcock,  711,  712. 
Interrogatories  to  prisoners  of  war.  823. 
Mentioncd,44, 137,  351,550,  562,563,  709,  715.  745, 
757,  768.  709,  803,  826,  830,  346,  87'2-e74.  880-882, 
891,  894.  899,  904,  910.  910,  921,  922,  935,  944-946, 
949.  950,  954,  959,  976,  978,  979,  983-985,  991,  995, 
996,  1007-1013,  1016,  1023,  10.56,  1057.  1072,  1073, 
1092,  1093,  1106.  1109,  1110,  1115,  1123, 11'28, 1130. 
Plan  for  exchange  of    prisoners,  528,  5.W-534, 

556,  557, 
Recognition  by  Confederate  authorities,  768,  836, 

867,  897,  922,  934,  935,  950-900,  996. 
Recriiitment.etc,  of  prisoners  of  war,  1090. 
Sends  Oil  Id  copy  of  appointment,  752. 
.■Special  agent  of  exchange,  709,  711,  712. 
Transmits  correspondence  on  exchange,  etc. .906. 
Butler,  William. 

I'orresp.iiidencc.  Abraham  Lin.  .dn,  M, 
Butlor,  lamp.  111. 

I  nspcctions,  332.  333,  371,  370,  377, 
Mauagenicnt,  needs,  etc..  332. 333,  371,  370,  377. 
Butters.  Thomas,  720. 
Byrue,  Charles  ('.,  4Q6. 
(  abell,  W.  I.. 
Corres]iond.  uce.  -I,  il.N.il,  148.  154. 
Mentioned.  148.  154 
I  abol,  Stephen. 
Correspondence : 

Hitclicock,  E.  A.,  lol7.  1024. 
llort'man.  W.  820.  e.;0.  987,  1014.  10:;6.  hi7;:. 
(  idwalader,  (Jeorge. 

r,,Mesl...n.leU.e,  W,  H.Utill.lu    250. 
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Ciesar,  271. 
lahaba,  Ala. 

Inspections.  U24.  1125. 
Manai^ement.  needs,  etc.,  1124. 
Cillianha,  Steamer,  135. 
I'ahill,  .lohn,  IS. 
Cilliooit,  .lohn  B.,  539. 
Calilnell,  .4.  P.,  1108. 
Caleb  Cushillf,  U  .S.  Revenue  Cutter. 
Capture  and  destruction,  June  26,  1363,  55. 
Mentioned,  55. 
(.all,  Lewis,  722. 
Camden  Court-House,  X.  C. 
E.Kpedition  to,  Dec.  5-24,  1863,  7T7,  802.  842,  845- 
847,  838,  877,  878,  S83,  881,  1127-1120. 
Cameron,  .Septimus,  226. 
Cameron,  Simon. 
Correspondence.  Abraham  Lincoln,  102,380. 
Mentioned,  107,  108,701. 
Camp,  Captain.  123,  135, 164, 180. 
Camp,  E.  .11. 

Correspondence,  W.  HoB'mau.  89. 
Campbell,  John  X.,  Hon. 
Correspondence,   War   Department,  C.  S.,  140. 
ISl,  269,  274. 

See  also  TTar  Department,  C.  S. 
Mentioned,  332, 1053. 
Campbell,  John  A.,  A.G.  (>. 

Correspondence.     See  John  if.  Schi'jield. 
Campbell,  William,  375. 
Camps  of  Instruction.     See  Rendezvous. 
Canby,  Ednard  R.  S. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  289. 

See  also  TTar  Dtpartment,  V.  :!>. 
Mentioned,  223,  893,  897. 
Capital  Punishment. 
Prisoners  of  war,  35.  369,  519. 
Suspended    in    Department    of   Virginia   and 
Xorth  Carolina,  683,  877,  887,  888. 
Carey,  E.  11.,  512,  593. 
Curlin,  John  C,  74.S. 
Carolhers,  Thomas. 
(.'orrespondence,  J.  B.  Magruder.  305. 
Mentioned,  299. 
Carr,  Robert  II.,  Mrs.,  906,  907. 
Carraway,  John,  224,  225. 
Carrin?ton.  E.  C,  37,861. 
Carrinitton,  Isaac  H. 
Correspondence; 
Morfit,  C.,436. 
Virginia,  Governor  of,  1 120. 
War  Department,  C.  S..  116. 
Wilkins.J.,548, 
WinderJ.H.,  5117.  544. 
Funds  belonging  to  A.  D.  Streight.  456,  409,  507, 

308. 
Mentioned,  457,  50.4,  509.  544,  704.  914. 
Special  commissioner,  etc..  116. 
Carrington,  William  A. 
Correspondence ; 
Semple,  U.  W.,  1087. 
War  Dop-lrtment.  C.  S.,  843. 
Warner,  J.,  1087. 
Wilkins.  .J„  lo5li,  1085, 1087. 1089. 
Winder.  J.  R.,  3,^7,  iiiS4  lo86, 1089. 
Mentioned,  1031  1052. 


Carroll  Prison,  D.  C. 

Shooting  of  priaoners,  410-413. 
Cartels. 
Banks-Taylor,  Jan.   4,  1864,   816-819,    822,   838, 
905,906,  1080,1081,  1094,  1095,  1105,  1107,  1112, 
1115,1110. 
lllunt-Hindman  agreement.  173. 
Franklin-Taylor,  Dec.  12.  1863,  693,  694,  696-701. 
706,  707,  715,  716.  720,  734,  735,  737,  738,  746,  749 
751,762,772,773. 
Hiirlbut  Forrest   agreement,  800.  8116,  811.  810, 

839,  840. 
McNeil-Marmaduke  agreement,  290, 
Paroles,  violating  provisions,  00,  63,  77-79,  85,  90, 

07,111. 
Thomas-Johnston  agreement,  862,  942. 1018. 
Carter,  John  C,  491,  63.3. 
Carter,  Joseph,  78. 
Carter,  Lewis  L.,  459,058,719. 
Carter,  Samuel  P. 
Correspondence: 

Burnside,  A.  E.,28,  31. 
Hoffman.  W.,  350. 
Mentioned,  28. 
Cary,  Francis  B.,  1006. 
Casper,  Charles  H.,  539. 
Cass,  Thomas  A.,  891. 
Cassary,  Jack,  jr.,  739. 
Cassin,  W.  D.,  861. 
Castacno,  Juan,  587. 
Castle  Thunder,  Va. 

Complaints  of  ill-treatment,  295. 
Castle  Williams,  N.  V.  Ilarbor. 

Accommodations  for  pri-soners,  688,  690. 
Catron,  John,  621. 
Cavendish,  (1.  W. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chase,  ().,  1064. 
Cedar  Bluff,  Ala. 
Surrenderof  Streight'scommand.  HeeStreight's 
Raid.     Apr.  16-Mmj  3.  ISSS. 
(  hallenner,  ¥,.  B. 

Correspondence,  -J.  A.  Dix,  27. 
Chalmers,  James  U. 
Correspondence ; 
Hatch,  £..531. 

Hurlbut,  S.  A.,  78.  86, 497.  859. 
Lee,  S.  D.,53l. 
Mentioned,  229,  312.  401,  408.  502,  81G. 
Chamberlain,  John  W. 
Clothing  issued  at  liichmond.  Va.,  852.853. 
Mentioned,  658. 
Chamberlain,  Samuel  E. 
Correspondence.  J.  E.  Mulford.594. 
Mentioned.  394. 
Chambers,  Harrison. 

Treatment  of  prisoners.  790. 
Chambers,  James  It.,  82. 
Chanibliss,  John  R. 
Correspondence.  K.  Ould,  841 
Mentioned,  841. 
Champion,  Frank,  107. 
Chandler,  Daniel  T. 
<  'orrespondence : 
Hitchcock.  E.  A.  24. 
Hoffman,  W.,2G. 
.Mentioned,  24-26.  ::0,  37,  332,  413.  623,  640,  861. 
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rhandler,  Daniel  T.,  Mrs.,  413. 
Clmiicller,  L.  H.,  187,233,380. 
(haplains. 
Attendance  on  prisoners  of  war,  249,  284, 363. 
Exchange,  treatment,  et<-.,  110,  156-158, 164, 165, 
189,  190.  226.  250,  283,  337,  363,  534,  762. 
Chapman,  Timothy,  412. 
Charleston.  .S.  C. 

Condition  of  prisoners,  843,  1(1.57.  10,58,  1079. 
Chtise,  Kdnard  E.,  745.  955. 
Chnse.  Salmon  P. 
Correspondence.     See  Treasvry  D^pt..  U.S. 
Mentioned,  649. 
Cha.so,  Camp.  Ohio. 
Complaints,  ill  treatment  of  prisoners.  718.  746, 

747. 
Inspections,  3;i2.  333,  479,  480,  499.  636,  601,  662, 

664,  682,  758.  773,  819. 
Management,  needs,  etc..  93.  356,  389,  .390.  479.  480, 
636,  043,  044,  601,  662.  664,  682,  758,  773,  819.  868. 
Political  prisoners  from  Fort  Delaware,  277.  292. 
Propo.sed  discontinuance.  227. 
Keligious  papers  for  prisoners,  947,  948, 1029. 
Shooting  of  prisoners.  854-856.  868,  892,  10.58- 

1071. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  625,  966,  967, 1014, 1015. 
Transfer  of  Confederate  otBcers  to  Fort  Dela- 
ware, 1076. 
Treatment  of  prisoners,  868. 
Chattanooga.  Teiin. 
Paroled  prisoners.  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson, 
207.218,219. 
Chattanooffa-Rin^goldCampaifirn.  Nov. 23-27, 1863. 

Prisoners  of  war.  .569.  587,  589.  632. 
Cheatham.  Benjamin  F.,  567. 
Cheatham.  Foster.  668. 
Chesehroueh,  W.  H. 
Correspondence.     See  Robert  C.  Schenck. 
Mentioned,  353. 
Chester.  Pa. 

Sieli  and  wounded  prisoners,  119,  144,228. 
ChicaiO  (111.)  Times.  122. 

Chlrkamauga  Canipsisn.    Aug.  16-Sept. 22,  1863. 
Pn-on.rs  of  «  ar.  :;2:l,  :'.26.  327,  335,  336,  504.  511. 
Treatment  of  siik  and  wounded  prisoners.  566- 
569  ,162,  042,  1018. 
Christian  Commission,  U.  S. 
Correspondence : 

Hitchcock,  E.  A..  513. 
Hotiman,  W.,  234. 
Meredith.  S.  A.  482.  483,  612. 
(hurrhill.  Thomas. I..  113, 
Cilley.  (ireenleaf.  924. 
(  iiirinnali.Ohio. 

I  '.implaints.  ill  inatment  of  prisoners.  601,  6o2, 
tineinnati  tOhioi  Commercial,  831, 1076. 
(ilizens. 

Arrests,  etc.,  4-10.  18.  19,  23,  26-28.  54.  55,  60,  61.  76, 
06, 109,  123.  126,  127.  347-.349.  361.  416,  417,  4:12, 
810.  862.  372  875,  890,  891,  895.  896,  1048,  1 104. 
Captured  by  I'.  S.  Navy,  32. 
Captured  in  Morgan  County,  W.  Va.,  1119,  1120. 
Cumberland.  Department  of  the.  lOOO. 
E\aminat-.ii  of  cases.  126.  127. 


Citizens — Continued. 

Exchange,  etc.,  of,  held  as  prisoners,  40, 41,  70-72, 
123,  148,  151,  154.  108,  167,  202,  220,  227,  237,  238, 
256,  260,  268,  269,  283,  284,  294,  300.  301,  339,  361, 
452,  465,  466,  513,  514,  007,  608,  614,  615,  707,  710, 
714,  71.5,  720,  737,  738,  740,  750,  813-815,  822,  .837, 
875.  895,  896,  917,  918,  922,  935,  036,  1000,  1U48, 
1083,  1084,  1104. 

Females,  62,  63,  69,  72-74,  304,  305,  381,  776. 

Guides,  38.  39, 1053. 

Newspaper  corresjiondents  in  cajitivity.  50,  72, 
183,  184,  232,  238,  657,  697,  698,  737,  749,  773,  814^ 
822,917,1035. 

Oaths  of  allegiance,  175, 1057. 

Paroled  at  Vicksburg,  232,  238,  358. 

Sherman's  policy  of  treatment,  etc.,  1020,  1021. 

Supplies  for,  held  as  prisoners,  682,  683. 

Travel,  dagof-truce  boats.  28.  29. 

U'omen  and  children  sent  beyond  lines,  28,  29, 
62,  63,  73,  74,  83,  935-937. 

See  also  Political  I'risoners. 
City  Point.  T«. 

Agent  U.  S.  .Sanitary  Coiumi.ssion.  500. 

Delivery  of  prisoners  siispi'nded.  112. 

Prisoners  delivered,  etc.  See  Exchange.  Deliv- 
eiT/,  etc.,  of  Pfinoners. 

I'nion  prisoners  paroled  from  Sept.  I,  I.^o.l,  to 
Feb.  1.  1864,898,899. 
Civil  Courts. 

Trial  and  punishment  of  prisoners  i 


538- 


541. 
Clanton.  James  H.,  30. 
Clapp,  J.  W..  408. 
Clark.  Mr.,  133. 


Clark.  Mr 


362. 


Clark,  AuGTustus  .11. 

Correspondence : 

HotTman,  W..  332,  364,  371,  376,  391.  404.  401,  424, 
436,  443,  478,  479.  494.  516,  535,  581,  502,  740,  758, 
773,  819,  826,  844,  865.  878,  008.  938,  948,  967,  980, 
987,  1001,  1021,  1022,  1037,  1044,  1048,  1112, 1113, 
1123. 


S.  E.. 


Pierson,  W.  S.,  829. 
Qaartermaster-General's  '  ill 
Weer,  \V.,907. 
Mentioned,  395,  396,  417.  418.  42 


,  423,  433,  442,  448, 


461,  462.  478.  703. 
1047.  1048. 
Clark,  (illhert  S. 
Correspondence,  A. 
Mentioned,  310. 
Clark.  Leivis.  012. 


■53,  853.  998,  009,  1003,  1027, 


Clark.  Ter 


060. 


( larke.  (leorse  R. 


(lay.  Kueh  h. 


'flic 


Cleaves.  W.  W. 

Correspondence,  A.  S 
Clothincr. 

Destitute  female  pris 
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ClothiiiK— Contlnaed. 

Prisoners  of  war,  98, 13Li,  i;i8,  144,  145.  149, 158,184, 
192,  193,  200,  201,  214,  215.  218,  223,  235,  240,  257, 
330,  353,  354,  427,  428,  4G8,  484,  503,  504.  026,  r,28, 
629,  713,  730,  740,  809,  810,  972, 1020, 1036,  1117. 

Piirchiiaes  by  officers,  161. 
riuke,  RoyS.,668.  7.J2. 
riuseret.  (iustave  P. 

Con-espondpnce,  F.  Li.-lii-r,  87U. 

Mpntinncd,  871. 
Coates,  Jame.s  H. 

Corre-spoudenco.  L.  S.  Rc>s.<,  1016. 
Colib,  Hoirell. 

CorreapondeDce,  Adjutant  uiiil  In.spector  Gen- 
cml's  Office,  C.S.  A..  925. 

Mentioned,  30,  .'558. 
(.oliurn,  John,  73,  163. 
Cooke,  Williiim  31. 

Corre.spondence,  War  Department,  C  6.,  1108. 
Cockrell.  Francis  JI.,  113,  280. 
Colburn.  Richard  T.,  183,657. 
Cole,  Halburt,  935. 
Coleman,  (i,  M. 

Corre-spondence,  "  Dear  I'lotlier,"  421. 
Coleman,  George  R.,  jr.,  506. 
Colfax,  Sohujler. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hortinan,  :iu3,  357. 
Collie,  .tlexander,  820. 
Collie,  VIevander,  *  Co..  859,876. 
Collins,  Bernard,  37. 
Collins,  Henry  M.,  1000. 
Collins,  Joseph  P.,  459,  966. 
Colquit  (Prisoner),  843. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 

M-anageraent,  neeils,  etc.,  of  prison,  296,  305. 
Columbus  Fort,  X.Y.  Harbor. 

Accommodations  for  prisoners,  688. 

Ho.spit.ils,  3. 
Comenu,  T.,  989, 1024. 
Comer,  E.  J.,  542,748. 
Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  (f.). 

Correspondence.     See  iri7;iri»j  Ho f  man. 

Instructions  to  Terry,  853,  854. 

Slaootin?  of  prisoners  by  guards,  1073. 

Supervision  and  control  of  prisoners,  313.  314. 

Tabular  statements,  prisoners  of  war: 
Sept.  1-Dec.  28,  1863,  893.  899. 
Xov.  1,  1863,010,620. 
Commissary  Department,  0.  S.  V. 

Investigation,  food  supply,  prisoners   of  war. 
731,  821, 822,  950-952,  964.  1020. 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence.  C.  S.  \. 

Subsistence  of  prisoners  of  war,  456.  964.  H«i. 
Commissioner  for  Kxcliance  ft'.). 

Annual  report,  1863,607. 

Causes  of  suspension  of  .xchanL'e.  ,504.  60".  607- 
020. 

Correspondence.    See  Flhan,  A.  Ultchcock. 

Hitcbconlf,  E.  A.,  otters  to  retire.  638.  639. 

Instructions  (o  Butler.  711,  712. 

Measures  for  relief  (pnipused)  of  prisoner.s.  515, 
537,  3;)8.  552-5.54. 
Co ton.  IV.  W. 


Concord,  Mass. 

Acconimodation.s  in  jail  for  prisoners,  690. 
Conductor  the  W.ar. 
Communications  from : 
Banks,  X,  P.,  87. 
Buckner,  S.  B.,  116. 

Cbalraers.J,  R.,86.  ,  , 

j  Hurlbut,  S.  A.,78. 

1  .lones,  S.,  134. 

I  Logan,  J.  L.,  81. 

Ould,R.,113,  114. 
;       Instructions  for  government  of  armies  in  the 
;  field.  18,  21,23,29,  33,41-47. 

Cone,  Horace. 
Correspondence,  J.  B.  Magruder,  1095. 
i      ilentioned,,360, 1118, 1110, 

j       Statement,  "Common  Sense  '  Circular,  prison- 
'  ers,  562-565, 

i  Confederate  Currency. 

Propositions  to  send  to  L'n ion  prisoners,  483. 1080. 
Confederate  Troops. 
Cavalry— /iCjiments;  1st,  797,  798. 
'   Congress,  C.  S. 

j       Camden  Court-House  aud   South  Mills  (N.Cl 
I  expedition.  Dec.  5-24,  1*63,  1127-1130. 

\       I  'aptured  colored  troops.  17,  18,  47,  159,  805. 
Exchange  of  prisoners,  863. 
Food  supply,  prisoners  of  war,  751,  821,  822,  950- 

952,  964,  1020. 
Measures  of  retaliat  ion,  11,  17, 18,  33,  47,  89,  616. 
Messages  of  the  President,  595,  678. 
Congress,  I'.  S. 
Correspondence : 

Lincoln,  Abraliaui,  834,  915, 
War  Department,  U,  S.,  994. 
Exchange  of  prisoners,  810,  877,  915,  916. 
Kansas  volunteers  in  captivity,  834,  835. 
Messages  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  915. 
Conn,  Charles  G. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Conn,  .Joseph  H. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  706. 
Connally,  John  K.,722. 
Connecticut,  Governor  of. 
Correspondence: 
Mallory.  C.  252. 
War  Department,  U,  S,  251. 
Connecticut  Troops. 

Sd.  -.Mth,  : 


I  B..  128.1:; 


791. 
,  164,  l.s 


Infantry— /?«i7toitf 
i'onscriytion  .\ct. 

Conscripts  held  a; 

Danville  (Va.)  Co 
Consuls,  British. 

Boston,  Mass.     See  Frani 
Converse,  George  L. 

Correspondence,  Abrahai 
Couiray,  Peter,  017. 
Cook,  Doctor,  788,  794. 
Cook.  .4rchibald,  1090. 
Cook,  .James  A.,  1116. 
Cooke,  Kdwin  F.,  1025. 
Cooke,  Philip  St.  George. 

Corres|,,,uclence.  N.  P.  Ba 
Coolbaugh,  Georse.  J34. 
Coolidge.  Richard  II.,  938 


prisoners  of  wa 
uicil.889. 


.5th,  203. 


,31,  15 
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Cooper,  Samuel. 

Correspondencp.    See  Aihiitant  an 
denerais  OJice.  C.  s.  .1 , 

Meutioned,  204, 1042 
(  orbin.  William  F.,  108  lO'J  114.  rv''.' 
Coriiilli.  Hiss. 

Mauri;titient,  nee.ls.  et.-..  cif  lio.ipital 
Cornell,  (i.  I-.,  373. 
Curninir.  EruNtuN. 

Currespoudeuce.  Aliraliaiii  I.in.uln. 
Corns,  James  Jl..  2(1.1. 
Correspondence. 

Klag  of-tnic8  boats.  91.  1S2.  18:1. 


I'ns 


,138. 


..ule.le 


Costaer,  Peter.  447. 
Cotton,  Mrs.,  234. 
Coulson,  L.  C. 

Treatment  nl  prison.- 
Courel,  Louis.  72)1. 
Conrts-.Martial. 

Examination  ul  ri-icjj 

Lisle,  J.  C.  141. 

Miti;^ation  »r  r-inra^iuii  ot  sentence 
Courts  of  Iniiniry. 

Examination  ot  lecoids  by  Conlede 

Paroles,  Gettysburg'  cauipai,'n,  77,  7 

Vicksbur;;,  if  iss  ,  and  Port  Hudson 
Conan.  Samuel  >'. 

ileutiolicd,  1100- 

Sbootinsot  yirisoncrs,  I'oint  Lookoi 
Coirardin,  J.  \.,  341 
(oHdry,  ir.,,il7 
(  onen,  Denjamin  s. 

Correspondence   War  D.-partmcnt, 

Mentioned,  J92. 

Special  commis.^ioiM-i ,  402,  027.  02H. 
Cowles,  D.,  1075 
Cox, Jacob  D. 

Curiespondencf ; 
Burnside,  A.  E  ,  278 
Pieraon,  W.  S.,491. 

Mentioned,  276  491.  fi3,-i 
Cozzens,  Levi. 

Corresponduiice,  War  Iicpartrnent, 
Craft,  J.  K..  972. 
Crale,  S.  K. 

Correspondence,  A.  Siljocpt,  710, 
Cramer,  F.  L.,  131 
Crane,  Charles  H. 

Assignments.  2.S5. 

Curres])ondeuce.  \V  rlolTman  228,  2 
See  also  Surijeon-General ^  Oifu- 

Meutioned,  2S5. 
Cranforil.  .inderson.  338.  3.19  341. 
Craiiford.  .lames  \.,  looj. 
(  rcit-bton.  .I.diii  U..72n,  75ti. 
Creii's  Prison.  Uiclmiond,  Va. 

Inspections,  544-517. 

Sbooting  of  prisoners,  1110. 1111. 
Crisp.  .Hoses,  224.  225. 
Crook,  (ieoree.  83.  2152,  319. 
(ropsey.  William  J..  lol 
Crosman.  (Ieoree  H. 

(■orie.spondence,  1,1.  M den.  s.lrtice. 

.Mentioned,  S3.  I115 
(  ronell.  >.  s. 

Correspomlen.f.  ( ■.  T  H.-aiireiiard. 


Croxton  (Prisoner),  (J6ft. 
I  roxton,  .lohn  T.,i;«8 
I  riifl,  diaries. 

(Jonespoudencc,  (1.  (I ranger,  503. 
Crulcher,  Lieotenaiit,  .•i3P. 
(  rutliers,  John  H.,  414. 
Cuba.  Steamer,  168. 
(ulbertsoii.  .lolin  P.,  314, 
Culbertson.  S.  t>..  :;G1. 
Cumberland,  Department  of  the  (D.I. 

I'llizcns  released  on  oatb,  1000. 

Confederate  deserters.  1000.  1121. 

lirders.  General,  serie.s  1803:  \o.  17 

Prisoners  of  war,  SnO.  1000,  1121. 
Cumberland  (Jap,  Tenn.     Surrender,  S 


risoners  of  war,  2,311 
iniinu,  Vlfred,  li:;,211l, : 
inline,  C.  c.,  lo74. 
■  mine.  .Julian,  1074. 
.mines.  1.  .1..  34 
idl.. lames  It. 


i.Mi-s 


,ippi 


Mentioned.  730. 
Curtis,  .Mr  ,804.803,  928. 
Curtis,  lien.jamin  U..  1121-623, 
Curtis  A  (11.,  0:10. 
Cllsbine,  Caleb,  U.  ,S.  Itcvemie  Cutter. 

Capture  and  destruction.  .Inn.-  20    1863.  53. 

Mentioned.  3.3. 
Cusliine.  Caleb,  024. 
Cushine.  K.  H. 

Correspondence,  J-  11.  Ma^iruder,  300. 
Cushnian.  A.  W.,  78,  S6,  401  4ir2. 
Cutts,  Richard  !>.,  039 
Cuyler,  .lohn  .11. 

Correspondence ; 
fiarnes,  J.  K.,  235. 
Holfman,  W.,  458,  082. 
Surgeon  Generals  Otilce.  T.'.  S.  .\.,  1.34,  476. 

Mentioned,  81,  23.5,  214. 
Dableren,  CIrir,  lojo,  102,3,  lo34.  lo53,  los2 
Itallon,  K.  .1.,  100. 
Kaiia,  Charles  \. 

(3Mre>| deuce.     .See   Warlieparttniiil.   t'.  S. 

Daniel  Webster.  Stoauu-r,  136 
Danville,  Ya. 

Citizens  leij  iiest  removal  of  prison.  888-800,  .S9.3 

Establisbment  at,  of  prison,  438.  439,  455,  1.36. 

Provisionretiirn,  Marcb  31,  1804,  1120. 

Small|ios.  3,s8-890. 

Transfer  to.  of  prisoners,  5  '2,  3-J7,  .328. 
Danville,  Va..  .Mayor  of. 

Correspondence,  W.ir  Iiept..C.  S..  8^.s,  ,s:i5. 
Danville  (Va.)  Board  of  Hiallh. 


Spol 


S89. 


Danville  (Va.i  Ton iincil. 

Corresponilelice. 

Uryant,  S.  S.,S9o 

Hanville  (\"a.)  llo.ud  "f  Heallli.SdO. 

C.erst,  J..  890. 

Waddell,  Parisli  .v  Co.,  S9ii. 

War  Department,  C.  S..  888. 
I-;xeiiipti(m  lYoiii  conseri)iti.iii   889. 
Ilareaii.  .*lon/o  T.,  15. 
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Uiirlint',  R.  JI.,  046. 
Diirr,  Joseph,  jr. 

Corresiiondenie,  F.  H.  I'eirpoint,  10. 
Davenport,  John  I.,  767. 
Daviils  Island,  \.  Y.  Harbor. 

.Vltendaiice  of  chaplain  on  prisoners,  249. 
Condition  of  prisoners.  144. 149, 158,  218,  22;!,  228, 

275,  276. 
Inspections,  .347. 
DaTidson,  Hunter,  80,  94. 
DaTidson,  John  «'.,  131,  173. 
Davis.  Doctor,  1080. 

Davis,  D.iniel,  128,  135,  164,  180.  708,  709,  714. 
Davis,  (Jcorge  G.,9e6. 
Davis,  George  N.,  1000. 
Davis,  Henry  ('. 
Correspoudence: 
.Idlinston,  J.  E.,  170.  212. 
Oiild,  E.,  213,  367. 
Davis,  .IcfTerson. 
Correspondence : 
Alabama,  Governor  of,  831. 
Bragg,  T.,  245. 
.Johnston.  J.  E„  122. 
Lincoln,  Abraham.  75. 
Ould.K.,246,891. 
Pci-bton.  S.  A.  W.,  188. 
Pcmberton.. I.e.,  198,206. 
Shertey,  H.  W.,  934. 
Stephen.^,  A.  H.,  74,  94,  120. 
Stevens,  T.0.,8U7. 
Van  Dyke,  T.N. ,890. 

War   Department,  0.  S.,  188, 193,  194,  299,  426, 
502,  582,  807,  831,  863,  895,  913. 
Mentioned.  21,  22,  44,  79,  80,  89, 120, 136, 138-140, 
145,  190,  192,  193.  202,  203,  206,  232,  245,  270,  297, 
299.  394,  408,  416,  457,  501,  520,  542, 552,  556,  562, 
563,  590,  591,  594,  595,  597,  598,  608,  615,  616,  630, 
648,  768,  770,  771,  776,  801.  863,  895,  934,  935,  958, 
959,1030,  1031,1076. 
Messages  to  Congress,  59.5,  678. 
Davis,  Reuben,  394. 
Davis,  Robert  S. 

Correspondence.     See  Benjamin  F.  Butter. 
Davis,  Waldo  T..  479. 
Davis.  William  J. ,375. 
Daivson,  J.  L..  187. 
Day.  .indrew  V.  P.,  832. 
Dayton,  Lewis  M..  234. 
Dean,  George  W. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chase.  O,,  1063. 
De  Botte,  J.  W. 
C.irrespoiiileuce,  X.  G.  Watts,  283. 
Ordercil  to  Trans-Mississippi,  283. 
Dcc-pwaler  Townsliip,  Mo.     Afiair,  Mar.  27, 1864. 

Trial  and  cieiiition  of  bushwhackers,  1104. 
De  Elass,  Wills. 

I  'orrespondence,  W.  Dortman,  96. 
ne.Jaructte,  E.  G..  133,134. 
Di'lailidd.  Ricliard.  688. 
Deiahoussaye.  Sergeant.  713. 
De  Laud,  diaries  V. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hodman,  351,  363,  390,  417. 

427,  434,  448,  461,  489,  525,  002,  625,  637.  754. 
Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Mentioned.  371.  373,  464,  504,  584,  633,  034,  661,  718, 
799.  800,  848.  850,  '.108,  928-930.  975. 


De  Land,  Hooker  A.  ,     . 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Mentioned,  SfiO. 
Delanare,  Fort,  Del. 
Attempted  escape  of  prisoners,  156. 
Confederate  officers  transferred   to  Johnson's 

Island,  119, 156. 
Hospital  for  contagious   diseases,  607,  703,  704, 

735.  736,  762. 
Inspections,  494,  516-518,  651-653,  1039-1041, 
Interment  of  deceased  prisoners,  525. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  20,  SO,  81,  38,  104-106, 

110.  290-292,  309,   310,   516-518,  651-053,   716, 

1039-1041. 
Mortality  reports,  September,  1863. 359. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863  ■.  >'o.  10.5,  291. 
Overcrowding  and  sanitary  condition,  181, 191, 

215,  216,  228,  235,  236,  244,  245,  281,  438. 
Tolitical  prisoners,  277,  292,  823. 
Shooting  of  prisoners,  156. 
Smallpox,  422,  435,  440,  476,477,  607,  703,  704,  706, 

710,  735,  736,  825,  1000,  lOO'l. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  625,  706, 1014, 1015. 
Transfer  of  prisoners  to  Point  Lookout,  Md., 

839,  840,  1015,  1016,  1033,  1034, 1079. 
Transfer  to,  of  Confeilerate  officers,  927,  949, 

950,  953,  954,  972.  1076. 
Visitors.  291. 
Demopolis,  .^la. 
Henderson,  H.  A.  M.,  assigned  to  duty,  203. 
Paroled  prisoners,  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson, 


219. 


command,  157. 


Pemberton.  J.  C. 
Denman,  W. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hofl'man,  183. 
Dent,  L.,  194. 
Descriptive  Lists. 

Discharged  prisoners  of  war,  178. 186.  212,  228,  240, 
242,  243,  250. 
Desellcm,  F.  N. 

Correspondence,  X.  Merion,  665. 

Mentioned.  605. 
Deserters. 

Con  federate,  91, 197, 198,  207,  208,  227,  228,  239,  240, 
242.2:3  256  31  >,  320,  943,  988-1000, 1121. 
De  Soto,  Ferry-boat,  62, 168. 
Devakourt,  Mrs..  751. 
Diana,  C.  S.  S..  249.  3o8. 
Di  Cesnola,  Louis  P.,  526.605. 
Di  Cesnola,  Louis  P.,  Mrs,,  605, 
Dillingham,  John.  399. 
Dillon,  F.dnard.  1104. 
Dillon.  George  W.,  540. 
Dillon,  51.  .M.,223. 
Dimick.  Justin. 

Corre.spondeiice : 

.A.djutantGenerar3  Office,  U.S.  A.,  542. 
Hoffraau,  ■W.,427,  641. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  60. 
Dircks,  Charles  S.  F.,  4,59,719. 
District  Attorneys. 

District  of  Columbia.    See  A'athaniel  Wilton. 
District  of  Columbia. 

Inspections  of  .jail,  14, 15. 
Dix.  John  A. 

( "orn  spondence : 
1  Army  Headquarters,  55. 
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Dix,  John  A.— Continued. 
Correspondeuce: 
niakf.  W.  E..  27. 
liovay,  A  E.,  lOU. 
t'hallenner,  E.  B.,27. 
Hofl'man,  \V.,186.242,627. 
Junes  B.  B.,  27. 
Martin,  M.M..  27. 
Minor,  W.,  27. 
Morris,  H.B.,  27. 
UoluTt3,J.,27. 
Timlicilake,  W.  I.,27. 
War  Department,  l'.  S.,  80,  626.  835. 
Mentioned,  55,  03,  09,  80,  84,  114,  160,  166,  216,  233, 
234,  207,  523,  610,  627,  647,  656,  735,  919,  920,  955, 
1107. 
Doekery.  Thoina.s  I'.,  280.  404,  430. 
Dodee,  (irpiiville  31. 
Correspondence : 
Grant,  U.S.,  884. 
Koddey,  P.  D.,  123. 
Doeliii,  William  von.  1002. 
Doi'Sett,  1).  s..  386. 
Donaldson,  .lames  I,. 
Correspondeu.  I-.  \V.  llolVniau.  144. 
Mentioned.  23.  1::2. 
Donell).  B.,  15. 
Dorntan,  James  It. 


,  :iC4. 


norsev,  Ilaniel.l. 

Correspondence,  War  Department.  V.  S.,  ''-29. 
Jleutic.ued,  586. 
i>orsey,  Luey,  070,  071. 
Ooten,  Frederick  1!.,  986. 
DotsoM.  Thomas,  154. 
Doushty,  John  G.,  919. 1015, 
Douslas,  J.  11. 

Correspondence.  Si-fi.'^aiiilnrii  <:nmi,uesi.,n.r.S. 
DouL'las.  Stephen  .V..  9 
DouL'las.  (amp.  111. 

.Veci.niiiiodations  lor  prisoners,  200,  206. 
Coniplaint.-s,  ill  treatment  of  prisoners.  718.  778- 

800. 
Deatrncticm  of  barr.acks.  etc.,  by  tire,  .526.  633. 
Escape  of  prisoners,  434,  435,  637.  63.8.  860,  861. 
Esauiination  of  state  prisoners,  627.628. 
Inspections,  332,  333,  :;04,  :i71-374,  417,  499.  6.32- 

034,  660,  001,  004,  758.  773. 848-SJl,  908-910. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  314,  315,  363,3.->4,371-374. 
390,  417,  413.  434,  435,  148.  461-464.  489,  490.  032- 
034.  660,  601,  064,  758. 773, 348-85!,  908-910. 
Drme,  W.  Vr..  aa3i;;ned  to  command,  7ii9. 
Security  of  prisoners,  431.  435.  .">04. 
Subsis.ouce  supplies.  778,  804,  805,  811,  812.  824, 

927-934.  975. 
Sewerage,  4. 
'Irade  ivitb  sutlers.  62,-. 
Douglass.  Frederick,  95k. 
OOH,  \eal. 
Complaints  of  ill-ueatment,  510.  511, 
Coulederatecurrem  V  r..r  pii,soner3,  483. 
Correspondence: 
Ould.  R..  4.-.-I. 

■War  Department,  V.  S..  510. 
Mentioned.  192.  206.  211-214  220.  229.  235-237,  209- 
273,  312,  410.  432,  459.  482  483,  514,  522.  530.  .131, 
927,  976.  991. 


Doyle,  Daniel,  128. 
Draft,  July,  Ih63. 

Employment  of  paroled  prisoners.  257. 
Drake,  Charles  0. 
Correspondence.  E.J.  FitzpatricU,  273. 
Mentioned,  270. 
Drew,  Mr.,  972. 
Driess,  William  J. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Duane,  James  C,  343  344 
Dubois,  Jesse  K. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  13. 
Dudley,  Oeorse  W.,405. 
Duhon,  Jnle.s,  696,  989, 1024. 
Duke,  Basil  W. 
Correspondence : 
Bruce,  E.M..  1037. 
Morgan,  .I.H.,  408. 
Richardson,  W.  P.,  9.53. 
j  Schoepf.  A.,  1036. 

!       Mentioned.  734,  888.  953,  1037,  1094,  1  loO. 
Paride,  8,88,  953. 
Duke,  James,  159,253. 
Dulany.  D.  F.,  1015. 
n«lin  (Xurse).ia7. 
Dunlane.  John,  127. 
Dunlnp,  Huffh  B. 
Mentioned,  1099,  1100,  1102. 

Shooting  of  pris.>ners.  P.)int  L.iokout,  Md,,  1099, 
lino. 
Dunn,  John.  891. 
Dunn.  I,ee  ,1..  128,  135,  164,  1.80. 
Dunn,  William  M. 
Correspondence,  Judge- Advocate-General's  Of- 
fiee.  U.S.A.,  752.  802. 
Durham,  Warren,  936. 
Dusky,  Daniel,  1,33,86. 
Dusky,  (ieorse,  859, 86o. 
Divierht,  Iharles  ('. 


■of  I 


.  805 


Correspondence ; 

B.anks,  X.  P.,  805,  816,  906.  1024,  1112. 

Franklin.  W.  B.,838. 

Levy,  W.M..  812,813.  1024.  1094,  11"5,  1112. 

Mentioned,  818,  990. 
Dwiaht.  Howard,  253.  254.  :'.0'.i. 
Dnisht,  James  V. 

I  ornsp.mdence.  T.  Hendrickson,  01. 
Karly,  I.  K.,935 
Kastern,  Steamer,  396. 
Eastman,  Seth,  844. 
Fast  Tennessee. 

Vicksburg  and  I'.irt  Hudson  prisoners.  218,  219, 
Fast  Tennessee,  Department  of  (C.l. 

P.dit.cal  prisoners.  176. 
Fast  Tennessee  Campaicn.     Aug.  16-Oct.  19.  1863. 

Burnsides  order,  treatment  of  prisoners,  2ul, 
Kchols,  John. 

Correspondence,  War  Iiepartmcnt,  (.'.  S.,  8lo. 

Mentioned,  810. 
Kdinands,  Joseph  Cushing,  756. 
Kdwards,  .\braham.  132. 
Kdivards,  J.  \. 

Correspondence.  W.  S.  I'iers.m.  130. 

Mentioned.  132,  173. 
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Edwards,  Mniaii  W. 

Corresiioiideuue.  W.  Hortnian,  20. 
Food  supply,  C:imp  Douglas.  Til.,  932-3M. 
Mentioned.  463, 805,  9:il-9:W. 
Keerton,  C.  C.  311, 
Ekin.  James  .4..  713, 739, 
Elgee,  r.  LeD.,  1094.  lior,. 
Ellington,  W.  M. 
Corri-spondenco,  J,  II,  Winder,  8i!4. 
Mentioned.  824. 
Elliott,  John  T. 
Correspondence,  E,  A.  Wild,  847. 
Mentioned.  847,  S83,  1 128,  1 129, 
Elliott,  .Samuel,  10  ' 

Elliott,  Stephen. 

Correspondence,  G.  T.  Beiiuregard,  275. 
Elliott,  William  P.,  068. 
Ellis,  J.,  305. 
Ellis,  S.  B.,  1005. 
Ely,  William  0.,  530. 
Elzey,  Arnold. 
CorreaiJondeuce,  E,  B.  Montague.  1023. 
Mentioned,  1022, 1023, 1042. 
Emerald,  U.S.  S.,  33, 
Emily,  Steamer. 

Capture,  May  15,  1803.     Piisoners  of  w, 

238,  239,  756,  837. 
Mentioned,  108,  238,  756,  837. 
Emma  Bett,  Steam-boat,  168. 
Emmons,  F.  .1.,  373. 
Empire  City,  Steamer.  15''i. 
Enterprise,  Miss. 

Forney,  J.  n..  in  immediate 
Orders,  Special,  aeries  1863: 
Polk's  circul.ar  to  paroled  prisoners,  542. 
Keudezvons  for  paroled  prisoners,  542,  543. 
Essex,  U.  S.  S.,162, 174, 196. 
Estelle,  H.  P.,  843. 
Evans,  Ira  L, 
Food  supply.  Camp  llonglaa 

Everard, ,  587. 

Everett,  Henry  0.,  205. 
E^ivell,  Reniamin  S. 

(.:,irrespondence.     See  TVi'llit 

Joseph  E.  Johii^hm. 

MputLuned,247. 

Ewers,  B.  F.,  756. 

Ewins,  .Itexander. 

Mentioned,  506. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  566-569. 
Ewinff,  Thomas. 

Correspondence,  E.  T.  Van  Horn,  245. 
Exihanire,  Delivery,  etc.,  of  Prisoners. 
Annual  report  of  H.  W.  Halleck.  323. 
Arkansas,  433. 

lilock.ade-runncrs.  02,  103, 169,  355. 
Bragg's  address  to  Army  of  Tennessee, 
Hutier's  propcsed  plan.  528,  532-534,  556, : 
Captured  slaves,  353,  354. 
Cartels.     See  Cartels. 
Causes  of  suspension,  594-600,  607-620.  ( 

647-649,  678,  079,  995. 
Chaplains,  110.  156-158.104,165,189,  190.: 
283,  337,  363.  534,  762. 


[land,  558. 
>0.  3,  558. 


,111.,  931. 


1  J.  Hardee 


Exchange,  Delivery,  etc.,  of  Prisoners— Cont'd. 

Citizens  held  as  prisoners,  32,  40,  41,  70-72,  123, 
166,  167,  230,  200,  268,  269,  283,  284,  294,  300,  301, 

339,  348,  349,  416,  417,  452,  465,  466,  513,  514,  007, 
608,  614,  615,  710,  714,  720,  737,  738,  749,  750,  813- 
815, 822,  837,  875, 895,  896,  917,  913,  922,  935,  936, 
1000,1048,1083,1084,  1104. 

City  Point,  Va.,  39,  40,  53,  55,  59,  87,  112.  126,  133, 
144,  168-170,  213,  279,  511,  512,  898,  899,  1025, 
1082. 

Congress,  C.  S.,  863. 

Congress,  U.  S.,  810,  877,  915,  916. 

Crews  of  merchant  vessels,  251-253,  323-326,337. 

Declarations,  orders,  etc. : 
Ccrafederate.  10-12.  16.  17,22,23,28,87,113,148, 
151, 154, 155, 108,  173,  212,  213,  279.  280,  286, 295, 
296,  300,  303,  306,  307,  311-313,  322.  336,  337,  387, 
383,  394,  429,  430,  465,  834,  920,  945, 
Union,  28,  31,  32,  178,  179.  256,  260,  268,  269,  283, 
284,  298,  300,  301,  306,  307,  313-316,  327.  333-335, 

340,  341,  383,  871-874,  330-883,  394,  916,  926,  936, 
937,  944,  945,  970,  971,  1007-1013,  1015,  1016. 
1028,  1029,  1072,  1075,  1079, 1092, 1093,  1097. 

Delivery  suspended.  129. 

Detention  of  exchanged.  12.  41.  63,  128,  130-132, 
106.  249,  250.  293.  294,339,430,486-488,1114,1115. 

East  Tennessee  conscripts,  28,  31. 

Guerrillas,  1,  2,  487,  777,  802,  842,  845-847,  858.  877, 
878,883,384,1127-1130. 

Halleck's  proposition  to  Lee,  659,  091. 

Home  guards.  128. 

Hospital  stewards.  1077,  1078.  Iu91. 

Improper  persons.  40. 

Language  used  in  negotiations.  469. 

Medical  officers.  12,  13,  13,  26,  27,  81,  85,  87-89,  93, 
97,  9S.  109,  110,  156-158,  164,  168,  185, 189, 100, 
198,  199,  2CS,  209,  220,  237,  2.50,  233,  330,  335-338, 
347,  363,  3C9,  381 ,  382,  473.  474,  492.  497.  301.  503, 
511,  513,  531,  5J4,  343,  5 14,  559,  565,  566,  762,  872, 
010,923,924,930,964. 

Members  V.  S.  S.anitary  Commission.  166,  167, 
220,  221.  226.  285.  293,  304.  315,  339,  756,  943. 

Morgan's  riid.  .July  '.'  '26,  1803,  993.  1036.  1037, 
1094. 

Morris  Island.  S.  C.  July  10-Sept.  17. 1363, 134. 

Xegoti.ations,  11-13,  16-18,  114,  123.  164.  132,  183- 
187, 198,  199.  2-25.  226,  311-313,  322.  331,  339-347, 
'369-371,  380-389.401.403,404,413.418,419,428, 
429.  441.  442.  444.  445.  450-433,  437,  4.53,  401,  406- 
469,  481,  482,  480-488,  497,  302,  504-507,  513,  313, 
331,  537,  538.  552-534.  365,  566,  583,  389,  390,  6o2. 
003,  606,  629,  630,  641,  640,  647.  631,  000,  084.  686. 
693,  094,  706,  707,  715,  710,  720.  734,  735,  737-739, 
746,  749-751,  734-757,  762,  708-773,  300,  803,  606, 
811-819,  822,  330-340,  859,  802,  881,  912,  913,  921, 
922,  942,  993-997,  1018,  1080,  1082,  1094,  1093, 
1105, 1111,  1112, 1115,  1116,  1121,  1122. 

Xewspaper  correspondents,  097,  098,  737.  749. 773, 

814,  8-22,  917. 
Newspaper  publications,  1038, 1039. 
Xurses.  285.286.  304. 

Officers.    See  Ojfieers. 

Paroles  in  possession  of  Con  federates  exhausted, 
426. 
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Exchange,  Delivery,  etc.»  of  Prisoners  — Cont'd. 

Partisan  rangers,  1,  2,  401,  402,  487. 

Political  prisonera,  28,  32,  130,  136,  146,  156,  r.)4, 

215.  246,  247,  352,  413,  414,  625.  6)0. 
Port  Hudson  prisoners  surroudered  July  8,  1863, 
360,  363,  367,  387,  388,  403.  404,  419,  441,  442,  45t, 
599.  601,  609,  610,  647,  048,  808,  809,824,  1113, 
1116. 
Prisoners  from  certain  States  to  Ije  last   e\. 

diansed,  235,  236. 
Recaptured  Vickaburg  prisoners,  4711,  471,  ,">51 

552,  569,  587. 
Remarks: 
Seddon,  J.  A.,382,583. 
St.lnton,  E.  M.,  647. 
Sick  and  wounded,  124,  129,  13U,  134,  144,  446,  447, 

494.  1055-:0o7,  1071, 1072. 
Smallpox  among  prisoners  en  route,  90,  97. 
Statistics.    See  Prisoners  0/  n'ar. 
Stephens'  mission  to  Waslimgtou.  74^76,  79,  80, 

83,84,94.95,  120  121. 
Streiglit's  command.  361,  362. 
Sutlers  and  civilian  employe's,  260,  269, 707,  715. 
Szytuanski,  I.,  assigned  Trans-Mississippi.  278. 
Temporarily  susjiended,  92,  93. 
Tesas  surrender,  1861,  283. 

Trans  Mississippi,  130-132,  173,  222,  '223,  247-249, 

384,  408,  541,  583,  689,  590,  602,  603,  606,  641,  646, 

047,  651,  634,  680,  693,  694,  7u6,  707,  715,  716,  720. 

731,  735,  737,  733,  746,  749,  730,  751,  762,  772,  773. 

Unlit  for  duty,  prisoners,  843,  844. 

Union  prisoners  delivered  at  City  Point.  Va., 

Sept.  1-Dec. -28. 1863,  898,  899. 
Vicksburg  prisoners  surrendered  July  4,  1863, 
113,  116,  1'22,  125,  136-138,  151,  152,155,136,219, 
234,  241,  -273,  279,  280,  236.  287,  295-297,  300,  303, 
311-313,  315,  316,  322,  327,  331-335,  346,  347,  350, 
357,  358,  360,  387, 388  403,  404,  419,  420,  441,  442, 
453,  434,  511,  522,  537,  599,  610.  611.  615,  637,  646- 
648,  087,  694,  095,  710,  711,  717,  809,  920,  94r., 
1115,  1116, 
Virginia  Legislature,  934,9.15. 
See  also  .W'jroes. 
Exemption  from  Conscription. 

Resolution,  Council  of  lianville,  Va.,  889. 
Faber,  .1Iar.slia],  090.  989,  lii24. 
Fairchild,  E.  B.,379 
Farmer,  Surgeon.  97. 
Farr,  CJeorpe  P. 
Correspondence,  J.  S.  Prestun,  1057. 
Mentioned.  1057 
Farraguf,  David  0.,  493 
Farrar,  Daniel  s. 
Correspondence,  R.  Ould,  942. 
Mentioueil,  942. 
Kay,  Frederick  J..  C7'2-674- 
Feamster,  Jenies  .\.,  261,  262. 
Feilden,  II.  Wenifss. 

Correspondence,  A.  Roman.  14. 
Fellers,  Alexander.  540. 
Fenner,  II.  F.,  707,713,716. 
Fertruson,  (.'aptain,  265. 
Ferguson,  .>Iilton  J.,  b95, 
Ferguson,  Samuel  >V. 
Correspondence 
Johnston.  J.  E  .  225. 
Kuggles,  D,,'228. 


Ferguson,  Samuel  >V.  — t'ontinued. 

Mentioned,  247, 
Ferguson,  William  .).,  912 
Ferrelra,  Francis  P.,  024. 
Ferrill,  William  II.,  130,131 
Flllebroivn,  Henry  C. 

Correspondence.    See  Rohert  It.  Livingston. 

Mentioned,  121. 
FInrk,  W.  E. 

Correspondence,  Alirabaiu  Limolu,  48,  56.  64. 
Finigan  (Nurse).  187. 
Finn,  Robert,  1119,1120. 
Fish,  William  S.,  156.  4II5  020. 
Fisher,  Mr.,  1053. 
Fisher,  B.  F.,30I. 
Fisher,  S.  B. 

Currcsiiondence,  Surg.  Gen .  s  Office,  C .  S.  A,,  639. 
Fisher,  S.  D.,  1053. 
FIsk,  Clinton  B. 

Correspondence : 
Powers,  P.  L.,381. 
Rogers,  J.  B,  923. 
Fislar,  John  C,  966. 
FIteh,  John,  150. 
Fithian,  Joseph. 

Mentioned.  506. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  366-509. 
Fitzhiigh,  Claggett  D.,  38,  39. 
Fitzpatrick,  .V.  L.,  480 
Fitzpatrick,  E.  J. 

Correspondence : 
Burthe,  V.,272. 
Drake,  CO.,  273. 
La  Barre,  A.  L.,  271. 
Le  Breton,  C„  272. 
Maurv,  D,  H,,270. 
Reand,  V.,272. 
Smith,  H.  P.,  270. 
Smith,  T.B.,  270. 

Mentioned.  269. 
Fitzpatrick,  li.  W. 

Crrespondeme,  ^.  P.  Itichardson,  1061. 

-Mentioned,  082,  1059,  1000,  1063. 
Fitzpatrick,  Jacob,  30. 
Fitzsimmons,  tieorge  W.,  900. 
Flags  of  Truce. 

Boata,72,  91,  137,182,  183. 

Intercourse  of  citizens,  '28,  '29,  91, 137. 

Uses  and  abuses,  148,  131, 154,  1.35.  426.  427. 
FMinn,  John  M. 

Correspondeoce,  J.  H.  Winder.  107. 

Mentioned,  87,  1U4,  108,  109,114,  118,219,330,  362, 
488,  322,  599,  648,  706,  927,  !i76,  991,  1127. 
Flint,  Captain,  26. 
Florence,  J.  W. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  7S7. 
Florida,  C.  S.  S.,353. 
Floyd,  Henry,  62, 168 
Floyd,  .lohn  B.,  86. 
Foote,  Henry  S..  096. 
Forbes,  Darius. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  211. 
Forbes,  Edwanl  .1. 

Correspondence.  S.  A.  Meredith,  503. 

Mentioned,  .503. 
Forbes,  F.  T.,  851.  951.  9ri'2. 
Forbes,  James. 

Currespondence.  O.  W.  Getty,  846. 
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Force,  Manning  F. 

Corrf  spoDdeoce,  TV*.  T.  Sherman,  1020. 
Ford,  Attorney,  1096. 1118. 1119. 
Ford,  C.  M. 
Correspondence; 
Abbott;  R.O.,  857. 
ilartindale.  J.  H.,857. 
Mentioned,  857. 
Ford,  Johns.,  1052. 
Ford,  Peter,  238. 
Ford  i  Kobards.  lOOfi. 
Ford,  Camp,  Te.\. 

Management,  needs,  etc.,  484. 
Foreigner."*. 
Arre.sted  and  held  as  prisoners,  165, 166,410-413. 

542. 
Oaths  of  allegiance,  83. 
Forney,  John  H. 
Assignments,  558. 
Mentioned,  113,  555,  558,  694,  930. 
Forney,  John  W.,  834,  877. 
Forrest,  \athan  B. 
Correspondence : 
Hatch,  E.,  531. 

Hurlbllt,  S.  A.,  691,  800,  806,  811,  816,  839. 
Loring,  W.  'W.,  813. 
Winder,  J.  H.,  414. 
Mentioned,  82,  242,  267,  275,  350,  431,  409,  .507-509, 

507,771,813,814.  1033. 
Negotiations  with  S.  A.  Hiirlbut,  800,  806,  811, 
816,  839.  840. 
Forrester,  >Villiam, 
Mentioned,  751,  757. 
Statement,  case  of  S.  McKee,  753. 
Foster,  James  \V.,  135. 164 
Foster,  John  G. 
Correspondence: 

Adjiitant-Oeuerars  Oftice,  U.  S.  A.,  360. 
Anuy  Headquarters,  414. 
Hottman,  W.,21.186,  242. 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  170,  233,  .323,  380.  426. 
McCormick,  T..238. 
Meredith.S.  A.,  238,239. 
War  Department,  U.  >S.,  172,  381. 
Meiitioned,238,  360,  361. 
Foster,  Robert  S..  216. 
Foster,  Thomas  W. 

Coirespondence,  A.  Schoepf,  215. 
FoiTler,  Edwin  S. 
Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  932-934. 
Mentioned,  464,  928,  932-934. 
Fouler,  Edwin  S.,  i  Co. 
Correspondence,  \r.  HotTm.an,  930. 
ilcMtioned,  928,  929,  932.  975. 
Fowler,  Oeorse. 

Food  supply.  Cami>  Douglas,  111..  931. 
Fonlcr,  Thomas  R. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Dou^'las.  111.,  931. 
Fox.  Christopher. 
ilcntioned,  1060. 

Shooting  of  prisoners,  Caiiipt'ha.se.  O..  1070,  1071. 
Fox,  (iustarus  V. 
Correspondence.     See  Xavy  Department.  V.  s. 
Mentioned,  112, 119, 171,  435. 
France,  0.  ff.,  Iii46. 


Francis,  Henry  W. 

Mentioned,  1060, 1069, 1070. 
Shooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chase,  O.,  1071. 
Franklin,  \rilliaiii  B. 
Correspondence ; 

Banks,  JJ.  P.,  589,  647,  651,  707,  720,  737,  7.jO. 
Dwight,  C.  C,  838. 
i;teen,T.,589,  646. 
Molineux.  E.  I...  097,  700.  772. 
Taylor,  R.,  542,  002.  606,  641.  748,  814. 
Mentioned,  693,  694,  696,  098-700,  706,  707,  710,  713. 
715,  734.  735,  737,  746.  749,  750,  762,  805,  818,  US9, 
990.  1021, 1025,  1094. 
-N'egotiations  wiih  K.  Taylor,  589, 590.  602,  603, 
006,  641,  646,  647,  651,  684,  686,  093,  694,  706,  707, 
715,  716,  720,  734,  735,  7.37,  738,  746,  749-751,  762, 
772.773. 
Frederick  the  Great,  869,  870, 
Freeman,  Edward  X.,  1000. 
Freeman,  B.  J.,  347. 
Freeman,  Thomas  R. 

Correspondence,  K.  R,  Livingston,  912,  922. 
French,  E.  B. 

Correspondence,  Abrabani  Lincoln,  192. 
Frencli,  Edwin  W.,   110,  HI. 
French, H, 

Sbooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chase,  0.,  1063. 
Frierson,  JI.  W.,  438. 
Frost,  Griffin,  1027. 
Fry,  Private,  912,  922,  ' 

Fry,  James  B. 
Correspondence.    .See  Prov.  Mar.  Oen.,  U.  S.  A. 
Mentioned,  257. 
Fuller,  Richard. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman.  6)9. 
Mentioned,  649. 
Fnllerton,  Joseph  S. 

Correspondence.     St-e  Gordmi  (hanger. 
Fulton,  Charles  C. 
Correspondence : 
Meredith,  S.  A.,  607. 
Quid,  R..  541. 

NVar  Department,  C  S.,  602, 607. 
Mentioned,  7 16,  952,  950,  958. 
Proposed  visit  to  Eicbmond.  002,  607,  716. 
Funkhanser,  David,  425.442. 
Gaddy,  James  E.,  37. 
Gailaeher,  .tlichael,  966. 
(lallaher,  J.  F.,  966. 
Galloupe,  Isaac  F.,  923. 
Galloway,  Samuel. 
Correspondence ; 
Huli'man,  W,.943. 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  983. 
Mentioned,  277,  989, 1070.  1071. 
Gait.  James,  899. 

Galveston,  Tex.     Recapture  of.  Jan.  1, 1863. 
Prisoners  of  war,  383.  399,  4ll0.  433.  451.  455,  461, 
493,  494,  498,  499,  583. 
Ganett,  G.  B.,  587. 
(Jant,  WUliam,  128. 
(iardner,  Franklin. 
Correspondence,  N.  P.  Banks.  104. 
Mentioned.  147.  185,  233,  248.  249,  550,  ,599,  927, 1115. 
Gardner,  W.  H.,  580. 
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CianliiiT,  William  ». 
CorreHpoudentjp.  Adjutaot  and  Inspectftr  Oen- 

iral's  Office,  C  S.  A  .27:1. 
Mentioned,  219,  230,  274. 
Giirfleld,  James  A..21).-.. 
liamer.  G.  G. 

CorreHpondi-Dee.     Sec   fiahnnt  H.  Mauri/. 
(iarner,  J.  J..  9.30. 
(inniett.  H.  B.,  4J0,  487. 
Garrett.  Morf?an.  429 
Garrison,  Samuel,  ino,  loi. 
Gassett,  C.  W.,  7:19. 

Gatchell,  William  M.,  0II7.608, 7;i7.  74;i.  77r;,.'<ll. 
Gaunt,  Josepli  P.,  539. 
GeneralJesup,  U.  S  S.,763 
General  Polk,  C.  S.  Gun  bout,  161. 
Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  lOiO 
Georffe,  271. 
Georiria. 
Operations  in.     See— 

Atlanta,  C.  .S.  S.     Ca^ilnre.  June  U.  l.ii:.',. 
Chattanoo.ja-Riiuiw.M   Campanin       Xor.   .'.!- 

27.  1.96.!. 
Chickamauga    Campaiim.     Ana.    h'.-.'<>'iit.    ??, 
1SC3. 
Raid  on  railroa<l,  Apr,  7-12,  1862.  ^5'^.  460   M'.\. 
530,  ,586.  719,  757. 
Georcia  Troops  (('.). 
AitillLMV,  Light-BattTie.'i:  Clierokee,  280. 
Infantry- /.V;,imfH(s.    :Hth,  :ifltli,  30th,  4()lh. 
41st.    42d.    4:jd.    .'lid.    2«ll     .■,r>th.  797.  798 
iifith,  o;th,  280. 
Geor^iana.  Steamer,  55. 
Gerhart,  Daniel,  202,220,227,30,5. 
Gerst.  Julius. 

foneaponden.e,  Danville  (Va. I  T.iwn  Coi il, 

890. 
Getty,  Georce  W. 
Correspondence : 
Forbes.  J..  846. 
Jone.i.  X,  (■■.,  846, 
Gettyshure.  Pa. 

Condition  of  prisoners,  228,  263, 
Gettysl)ure.Ta..  Provost-Marshal. 

Correspondence,  R,  C,  .Schenck.  103. 
Oeltysburs  Campaiitn.    June  3-Aiis.  1,  1863. 
Paroled prisoner3,77,  78.  179, 18:),  185,  198. 199.225 

220.  313.  316.  331,  334  344-340.  444,  445,  451. 
Prisonersof  war,  79,  95,  00,  98,  99,  101-103. 106-108. 
110,  111,151,  154. 
Gliolston,  James  S.,  1015 
Gibson  (Frisonerl,  668 
Gibson.  Hart. 

('.irr.s|.undenie,  i;.iv,-rM..r  of  ( Ibio,  084 
(Gilbert.  liufus  II. 

( ■.  rrespondence,  H,  M.  Naiilee,  106. 
Gilhani,  Maria.  245. 
Gillespie,  Frank  P. 

Tr.atinent  ..f  pi  isoners.  793.704. 
Gilnian,  Jiidson.5S0. 
GiUmore.  (Juiney  .t. 
(  urresponden.  e 
Beauregard.  I  ;.T..  213. 
Hajiood.  J.,  134. 
Hallowell.E.  X.,775. 
Hitclicock.  E.  A.,030,  775, 
Hofiiuan,  W,,  186.  242. 


Gillmore.  (Juhlcy  A. -Cmiinued. 

Correspoodonce ; 
Jeffers.  W.  A,,527. 
Kirk.  H..  527. 
SmitIl,E.,527. 

Mentioned,  123.527. 
Gilmore.  John  L..  430. 
Gllstrap,  Jesse  M.,  148. 
Gladdlne,  W.  H.,  02. 
Glaisses,  Mr..  309. 
(Massell,  William  T..  1.50. 
tileayes,  s.  (;.,  2o5. 
Gleeson.  J.  P..  :J87  524. 
(ilenn,  John,  130.  136,  146,  156,  215. 
Glide,  Steajiier,  108, 
(ilover,  Henry. 

Mentioned,  1060, 

Shooting  of  pris'Oit'is,  Camp  Cli:ise,  o.,  1000. 
tioddard,  Calvin. 

Coi-respoDdence       See  William  .s'.  Ung,'frans. 
(ioldshoroush,  f.  P..  886.887 
Gonee,  John  K. 

E.soape  of  .1.  H.  Morgan  and  otliers,  073,  074. 

Mentioned,  073,  675. 
Goode,  R.  R. 

Corrospoodenee,  A.  .Sclioepf,  215 
GoodeH,  Rosnell  R. 

Food  supply,  Camp  Douiila.n,  111.,  032-934. 

Mentioned,  928,  032-934. 
(ioodman,  Warner  D.,  386. 
Goodwin.  Captain.  S13, 
Goodwin,  Charles,  633, 
iHKidnln.  R.  M. 

I.'orrespondence,  R.  Hunt.  1550. 

Mentioned.  503,  1046. 
(Joodivin.  Thomas  G.,  .519. 
(iordon,  W.  J. 

|-,,rre,^p<.nilenie,  Abrabaju  Lincoln  48,  .50  04. 
Gordon.  William  F..  128,  135.  104,  180,  714. 
(iordon,  William  F.,jr..  935. 
Goss,  Rev.  Mr.,  218.  223. 
Goss,  Mark  W. 

(.■orrespondence.  W.  Wallace.  731. 

Escape  of  J.  H.  Morgan  and  others.  672. 

Mentioned.  671,  672,  727,  728,  731, 
(iuulil,  Daniel,  914. 
(iraee.  Captain,  912.  913. 
Graham,  Arehihald,  540. 
(iraham,  Charles  K.,  114,  260,  260,  28m,  284-236,  315, 

487.  551, 
tiraham.  John. 

Correspondence,  R,  I  inbl,  2,39. 
Gramm.  William,  1,80. 


107. 


(iranirer.  (Iordon. 

(.'orrispondence,  C.  (.'ruft,  5o3. 
Mentioned,  503,  567, 
Granirer.  Robert  S. 
Corre-p.mdence,  W.  s.  I;..s...ran-..  47. 
Mentioned,  104,  410. 
Grant.  Captain,  95. 
Grant,  Hu^h  M.,  539. 
Grant,  t.  S. 
Correspondence : 

Ailjutant-Uenerals  (IIBce.  X.  S.  A.,  32, 
Army   Headqniirters.  92,  97,  196.  241.  2 
303.851. 
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4irHnt.  r.  S.— Coutinueil. 
Correapondence: 
Dodge.  G.  il.,  884. 
Hardee,  W.  J. ,771. 
Hoffman,  W.,  97  ia;i,  18ti.  194,  '.'42.  470,  504,  511. 

762. 
Hurlbiit,  S.  A.,34. 
.Iohn3ton,,J.E,,  991. 1026. 
MoPhcrson,  J.  B..  125,  419.  511.  646.  7:18. 
-SUerman.  W.  T.,  2M.  234.  241.  296. 
Watts,  X.G..  37, 108 
Mentioned,  3,  73,  111.  112.  120,  120,  129,  179.  234, 
249,  260,  280,  296,  358.  419.  441, 442,  535,  550.  551. 
556.  599,  600,  609,  610,  615,  617,  634,  646,  694,  718, 
739,  807,  831 ,  1032, 1075, 11 16. 
Releases  X.  G.  Watts  UDOonditii>nall.v,  108. 
Orant's  Factory,  Rloliniond,  Va. 
Impressed  for  prison,  322,  323. 
Gratiot  Street  Prison,  JIo. 
Examination  of  state  prisoners,  627,  623. 
Hospital.  199,  200, 
Inspections,  150,  151,  264,  332,  333.  404-406,  499, 

662,  664,  758,  773,  980-983,  992,  993, 1112, 1113. 
Intercourse  with  and  sales  to  prisoners,  518,  519, 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  150,  151,  264,  404-406. 
062.  664,  758,  77S,  980-983,  992,  993,  999,  1000, 
1112,  1113. 
(Ivercrowding,  etc.,  1106, 1117. 
Smallpox,  1113, 

Trade  with  antlers,  640, 1014,  1015. 
(irnTeraet,  Garrett  .\. 

Fooil  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Cray,  Joiin  P. 
Correspondence,  War  Uept.,  V.   S.,   003.  004. 
ilentioned,  323. 
Graybill,  Michael,  540. 
Grear,  Jesse,  991,1026. 
Green,  Alljert  31.,  832. 
Green,.!.  C,  18,26,27,30,81.165,  18,5,  209,  337,  33S. 

382,  534,  056,  657. 
Green,  Thomas. 
Correspondeniv : 
Franklin,  W.B,,. 589,  646. 
Molinenx,  E.  Ij.,084.  686.  710,  713,  720.  7.50. 
Mentioned.  002,  606.  684,  720  749,  750, 
Green,  Vi.  S. 
Correspondence.     See  Danville  (Va.)  Hoard  i>f 
Healtk. 
Green,  Wharton  .).,  450.487. 
Gregory,  Major,  1128-1130. 
Grierson.  Benjamin  H.,  112. 
Grierson's  Raid.    Apr.  17-May  2, 1863. 

Paroled  pri.soners,  112,  119. 
Griflln,  .Joel  U.,  1128. 
(/riffith,  John. 
Correspondence,  J.  L.  l.o.:;an,  258.  259. 
Mentioned,  258,  259. 
Grigsby,  James,  447. 
GrisiTold,  E.  , 

Mentioned,  1043. 

Special  duty,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  1043. 
Groce,  Camp,  Tex. 

Couditlouof  prisoners, ,53.  54,  282,  283.  383,  493.494. 
Grube,  Charles  W..  537. 
Grube,  Ernest  T.  W..  587. 
Guerrant,  Edn.  0. 
Corresjiontience,  "War  Dejtartinent,  C.  S.,  18 


Guerrant,  Henry,  19 
Guerrillas. 

Captured  in  Union  uniforms.  842. 

Exchange,  treatment,  etc.,  1.2,487.777,  802,  842, 

845-847,  858,  877,  878,  883,  884,  1127-1130, 
Trial  and  execution,  1104. 
Guess,  George  W.,  696. 
Guides. 
Treatment  on  capture,  38,  39,  1053. 
I   (fuidry,  .intoine,  696.989.  1024. 
i  Guion.  James  W.,912. 
,  (iulf.  Department  of  the  (U.). 
i       Killborn,  C.  W,,  detailed  as  comniiasary  of  pria- 
I  oners,  904. 

I       Orders,  Special,  series  1863  ;  No.  240,  398. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  \o.  '21,  904. 
Prisoners  of  war,  128.806. 
j   Gurley,  Franlt  B. 

Mentioned,  464,  520,  521.  691-693,  771.  773,  807,  831, 
832.  1029-1033. 
!       Review    of  case  by  Judge-Advo.ate-Generai, 
:  U.S.A..  520,  521,  1029-1033. 

(iuthridee,  .ilbert  J. 
Correspondence,  E.  .V.  Hitchcock.  314. 
Mentioned,  424,  493, 
Habeas  Corpus,  Writ  of. 

Baltimore  Police  Coiumii 
Ifagood,  Jolinson. 
I       Correspondence: 

Gilluiore,  Q,  A.,  134. 
j  Ripley,  R.S.,  123. 

I   Hale,  Nathan,  328. 
Hall,  Andrew  J. 

Food  supply.  Caniji  Douglas.  III.,  931 
Hall,  C.  ('..  1074, 


,94,99-101. 


Hall.  Dnmi 
Hall.  T,  J. 
Hall,  W.  C: 
Haiieoli.  H 


A.,  ! 


,  1107. 


rel,  10:^,107. 1121. 
ry  W. 
.\iinu:il  reiiort,  1863.  523. 
<  'urrespoudcnce : 
Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  1115. 
Wur  Departinent,  U. 

See  also  Army  Headquarters. 
Mentioned.  17,  22,  23,  28.  69,  70,  81,  88-90,  109.  119. 
122, 132, 134, 153, 156, 157, 173,  196, 198,  209,  214. 
225,  230,  235,  313,  338,  4O0,  466,  486,  525,  556, 591, 
034,  647,  834,  841,  351,  858,  881, 1008,  1009. 
Proposition  to  R.  E.  Lee  for  exchange,  etc.,  059, 
691. 
Hallotrell,  Edward  X, 
Correspondence,  Q.  A.  Gillniore.  775. 
Mentioned,  775. 
Hambleton,  James  P.,  1035. 
Hambririf.  J.  M.,  832. 1030, 1032.  1033. 
Hamiiton.  A.  G..  966. 
Hamilton,  Andrew  J.,  564. 
Hamilton,  Charles  S.,  34. 
Hamilton.  David  W.,  162. 
Hamilton.  George,  397. 
Hamilton.  James,  514. 
Hamilton,  Paul,  1080.  1109. 
Hammon.  Seth  L. 
Corrosiionilence.  W.  Wallace.  747. 
Mentioned.  1060, 1006. 


,i|.  Ch. 
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Hammond,  William  A. 

Correspondence.    See  Surrj.  Gen.'s  O^ce.  V.  S.  A. 

Mentioned,  70,  81,110,  119.  124,  143,  191.  199,  335, 
244,  TO.I,  730,  798,  819,  828,  864,  868,  949,  1047. 
Handley,  Austin,  261.262. 
Hannah,  .John  A.,  18, 19. 
Hanson,  t;harle.s  S.,  375,  376, 601. 
Hapgood.  (  harles  E.,  1098,  UOl. 
Ilardrastle,  John,  410-113. 
Hardee,  William  J. 

Assumes  rommand  of  paroled  prisoners.  232,  233. 
Corre.spotidence: 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  OfliL-e,  C.  S.  A  ,  299. 
(■■rant.  U.S., 771. 
t.ee,  S.  D.,247,  258. 
I.ogan,  J.  L.,  258. 
Magevney.  M...ir.,  217. 
MLDtioned,  219,  232,  239,  247,  251,  807,  831,  1U33. 
Hanlie.  James  A. 

CorrespondeDce.     Sei-  TTar  Department,  T.  S. 
Harold,  ilr  ,  Ui43. 
Harper,  K.  C.,378, 
Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 
Capture,  .Jan.  1.  1863.    iine  Oaheston,  Tex.     Re- 
capture of.  .ran.   I.  l,9f,3. 
Mentioned,  399,  400,  433,  451,  <61,  493,  498,  583. 
Harris,  Mr  .139. 
Harris,  Charles  J. 

Correspi.ndence,  R.  li.  Winder.  885 
Harris.  Elijah,  540. 
Harris,  Ira. 
(.'nrreapoiideuoe,  Jiidge-Advocate-Generai'a  Ot- 

tico,  r.S.  A„394. 
Mentioned.  649. 
Harris,  John  V.,  113,229. 
Harris,  Shadriolf,  416,  998, 
Harris,  T.  S.,  1005. 
Harrison,  Burton  .N. 

Cnrrt-.spnndenee.    S»e  Jej/'er.'ion  Davis, 
Harrison.  Georee.  378. 
Harrison,  fieoree  W..  378. 
Harrison,  James,  lOoo. 
Harrison,  Nathaniel. 
Com-spiiudfljce: 
Riclimnml  Eiaminer,  Editor  of,  318. 
War  Department,  C.  S,,  317. 
Letter  to  liiclinioiid  Examiner,  "  Rucker  rase." 

317-319. 

Mentioned.  319. 

Harrold,  .\.  B.,  914. 

HartsulT,  William. 

A-»i;;ninents,  468. 

.Meulloned.  468. 

Ilartz,  Wilson  T. 

Correspondeni'e.    See  William  B"i1'inan 
Harrey,  J,.  164,165. 
Ilarrey.  W.  A..  5.80. 
Hamood.  Andrew  A.,  10. 
Ilascall,  JIllo  S. 
Assijinments,  468. 
Mt-ntioned,  468. 
Hatch,  Ednard. 
<  'orrespondence ; 
Chalmers,.!.  R...'i31. 
Forrest,  N.  B..5;il. 
Mentioned.  86. 


Hatch,  0.  31. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  13. 
Hatch,  William  H. 

Correspondence.    See  Robert  Ould, 

Menlioned.137, 170.  653. 
Hathcock,  H.  P.  J. 

Shooting  ot  prisoners,  Camp  Chase.  O..  1065. 
Hatteras,  \.  C. 

Proposed  prison  for  purposes  of  retaliation,  .'>09, 
524,  525. 
Haught,  .Silas. 

Shootins^of  prisoners,  <.'anip  t'hase,  O.,  1065,  1060. 
Hanes,  Richard,  19. 
Hay,  H.  K. 

Treatment  of  prisoners.  781.  782. 
Hay.  John,  808. 
Hayes,  Lieutenant,  1099, 
Hays,  .s.,  965. 
Heath,  Tom,  1053. 
Heavy,  Mr.,  672. 
Hubert,  Louis,  113. 
Hubert,  Paul  O.,  22, 194,  394. 
Heckman,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence,  B.  F.  Hutler,  745, 
Heger,  Anthony,  580,  740, 741, 745,  753. 
Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence: 

Adjutant  General's  OtHce,  U.  ,S.  A  .,  54. 
Hotfrnan.  W.,  256,  953,  1016,  1026.  1076. 
Ohio,  Governor  of,  1U23. 

Mentioned,  1027, 
Heiskell,  Joseph  B.,  1109. 
Helena.  Ark.    Attack  on.  July  4,  1863. 

Prisoners  of  war,  96,  310,  311. 
Henderson.  H.  A.  M. 

Assignments,  203. 

Mentioned,  203. 
Hendricks,  A.  J. 

(.■orrespondence,  Cr,  T.  ISeaiiregard,  1057, 
Hendrickson.  Thomas. 

Correspondence; 
Broadhead,  J.  O..  149. 
Dsvight,  J,  F.,61. 
Hotfman,  W.,  70,  105,  112,  123,  149,  152,  160,  191, 

195, 
Keeney,  C.C.  179. 
Mason.  W.  B..  130. 

Mentioned,  104, 105, 150,  221,  231,  ;193. 

Relinquishes  command  of  Alton  prison,  195. 
Hennen,  W.  D. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  176, 

Mentioned,  176, 

.Special commissioner,  Dept.  of  EastXeun..  176 
Henrico,  Department  of. 

Orders.  Special,  scries   1.^63.  No.    1«0.  "2;    No. 
■jse.  5.'9:  Nos.  i!0(!.  ;!0n.  543. 
Henry,  (iiistatus  A.,  Ilu8. 
Hepburn.  IVilllani  P..  331. 
Herbert.  Lieutenant,  716. 
Herriok,  Henry  J. 

Mclitiouea.506.  572. 

Tieatmeut  of  prisoi 
Herrick.  Orson  (J. 

Mentioned,  566.  572. 

t'leatment  of  prison 
Herron,  Krancis  J.,  6S 
Henltt.  K.  M. 


car.  56B-."i69, : 


W. 


J97. 
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Hickok,  ]IorrlB,539. 
Hicks,  John  R.,  738. 
Hiejlns,  Edward,  429. 
Hildebrand,  .Icsse,  96. 
Hill,  .Vmbrose  P.,  56J. 
Hill,  Bennett  H. 

Correspondence.  Prov.  Mar.  Gen.,  U.  S.  A.,  231. 
Hill,  Charles  W.,  8.5:),  9J3. 
Hill,  Daniel    H.,    160.166,233,234,297,523,610,647. 

63fi,7:l5,  1107. 
Hill,  J.  A.,  4U. 
Hill,  Thomas,  918. 
Hillebrand,  R.,  1052, 1076, 1077. 
Hilton.  John,  1005. 
Hinckley,  Henry  V. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Uouglaa,  111.,  931. 
Hinduian,  Thomas  C. 

i^rreement  with  Blunt,  173. 
Mentioned,  173. 
Hines,  T.  Henry. 
Correspondence,  X.  llerion,  729. 
Mentioned,  667,727. 
Hinks,  Edward  W.,  509. 
Hinton,  James  W. 
Correspondence.  B.  F.  Butler,  847,883. 
Mentioned,  776,  777,  845,  1129. 
Hitchcock,  Ethan  .4. 
Annual  report,  1863,  607. 

Causes,  suspension  of  exchange,  594-600,607-620. 
Correspondence : 
Andrews,  G.  L..  924. 
Army  Headquarters.  199,  229.  230.  235.  382.  400, 

519,915. 
Bonneville,  B.L.E.,  314. 
Burnside,  A.  E.,  206,335. 
Butler,  B.  F.,  711,  712,  751,  752,  839,  840,  867,  882, 

897,  906,  916.  922,  926,  927,  937. 
Cabot,  S.,  1017. 1024. 
Chandler,  D.  T.,  24. 
Christian  Commission,  U.  S.,  513. 
Gillmore,  Q.  A..  630,773. 
Guthridge.  A.J.,314. 
Halleck.  H.  W.,  1115. 
Hoffman,    W.,    24,25.229,484,619,640,718,774, 

778,  ,856,  898,  899,  946, 1023, 1072. 
Irvine,  W.,  629.651. 
Leventhorpe,  C,  349. 
Ludlow.  W.  H..  595,  915. 

Meredith.  S.  A.,  180,  185, 198,  213,  214,  225,  230, 
237,  232,  260,  276,  277,  280,  285,  286.  293,  300,  307, 

312,  313.  321,  322,  336.  347-349,  361,  400,  413,  444, 
457,  461,  463,  471,  484,  486.  494.  499,  500,  503,  511, 

313,  315,  519,  526,  534,  541,  552.  565,  569,  590.  607, 
608,  623,  656,  682,  683,  691,  695,  915,  916. 

Xavy  Department.  C.  S.,  894. 

Ould.  R.,  208,  554,  768,  770,  850,  871.  872,  884,  906, 
910,956.971. 

Porter,  P.  A..  534. 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  Comdg.  Officer  (C.),631. 

Raymond,  H.  J.,  594,615. 

Root,  A.  R.,  314. 

SchoSeld,  J.  M.,  314. 

Wallace,  W.,  314. 

War  Department,  C.  S..  34, 150, 171, 184, 188, 
192,  207,  229,  235,  243,  252.  329,  350,  354.  415.  447, 
457.  460,  463,  485,  486.  493.  520.  536.  604.  607.  614, 
038,  685,  686,  709.  715,  801.  603,  838,  872,  880,  882. 


Hitchcock,  Ethan  A.— Contioned. 

Correspondence; 
War  Department,  U.  S.— Continued. 
891,  904.  905,  915,  916.  944.  947.  976,  979,  985.  989, 
1007, 1016,  1037, 1056, 1075, 1092, 1103.1107,1115. 
Wood,  W.  P.,  348. 
Instructions  to  Butler,  711,  712. 
Measures  tor  relief  (proposed)  of  prisoners.  515, 

337,  338,  532-554. 
Mentioned  129  150  199  293.  304,  332,  375,  416,  419, 
452,  467,  528.  529.  337,  538.  549,  550,  586,  592,  629, 
631,  648,  65b,  659,  686,  757,  770,  803.  830,  857,  893, 
896,  898,  915,  937,  956,  971,  1038. 1093, 1097, 1120. 
Otfers  to  retire  as  Commissioner  of  Exchange, 

638,  639. 
Ordered  to  Fort  Monroe.  709. 
Personal  thanks  to  R.  Ould,  659.  683, 
Remarks,  Butler's  declaration  of  exchange,  880- 
883, 926,  944,  945,  1007-1013,  1092,  1093. 
Hitchcock,  Hiram. 
Correspondence,  E.  D.  Morsan,  605. 
Mentioned.  604, 605. 
Hohart,  Harrison  C,  966,  979,  980. 
Hobson,  Edward  H.,  9&4. 
Hockersmith,  L.  D.,  667. 
Hoey.  James,  34. 
HolTman,  B.  F. 
Correspondence,  Governor  of  Ohio,  665. 
Mentioned,  665,730. 
HolTman,  H.,  1039. 
Hoffman,  Oerden. 

Correspondence.  Abraham  Lincoln,  703. 
HofTman,  Wickham,  697. 
HolTman,  William. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant  General's  Office,  XJ.  S.  A.,  122,301, 

500,  587,  835,  966,  980,  995. 
Anonymous.  162. 
Army  Headquarters,    16,63,81,88,91,97,163, 

327,  400,  587,  632. 
Augur,  C.  C,  277. 
Baldwin,  C.  B..  427. 
Banks,  N.  P,,  186,  242,  470,  762, 1080, 
Barr,  W..754. 
Baylor,  R.  W.,  358. 
Boyle.  J. T.,  198. 
Broadhead,  J.  0.,  199,  264,  265.  282.  351,  427,  640, 

754. 
Brooks,  W.  T.  H.,  242,  324,  640,815,830,1023, 

1055. 
Bnrke,  M.,  641,  654,  706,  911,  9,55,  961,  1036,  1U73. 
Burnside.  A.  E..  28,  31,  60.  1U3. 156,  186,  242,  257, 

369. 
Butler.  B.  F.,  315,  516,  639,  774.  898.  910,  911.  921. 
943,  954,  973,  990,  998,  1013,  !016.  1025,  1027, 
1033, 1035, 1057.  1105. 1116. 1121, 1122. 
Cabot,  S.,  820,  830.  987.  1014, 1036,  1073. 
Cadwalader,  G..  256. 
Camp,  E.  M.,  89. 
Canby.  E.  K.  S.,  289. 
Carter,  S.  P.,  350. 
Chandler,  D.T.,  26. 
Christian  Commission,  C  S.,  284. 
Clark,  A.M.,  332.  364.  371.  376,  391,  404,  406,  424, 
436.  443.  478.  479.  494.  516.  333,  ,381.  592.  740.  758, 
773,  819,  826,  844.  865,  878,  908,  938.  948.  967.  980. 
987.  1001.  1021.  10-22.  1037,  1044.  1048.  1112.  1113, 
1123. 
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HofTnian.  William- Cimtinued. 
Correspondence: 
Clarke,  G.  R.,  754. 
CoU'ax,  S.,  303, 357. 
Crane,  V.B..  -^ii,  263,  275,  -JSl. 
Cuyler,  J.  il.,  458,  682. 
Do  Hass,  W.,  96. 
Ue   Land.  C.  V.,351,  ;;B3.  390,  417,  427,  434.  448, 

461,  489.  .525,  602,  625,  637,  754. 
Deuman,  W.,  183. 
Dimick,  J. .427,  641. 
Ui.x,  J.  A.,  186,242,  027. 
Donaldson,  .J.  L.,  144. 
Edwards,  >f.  W.,20. 
Foster,  J.  G.,  21, 186.  242. 
Fowler,  E.  T..  i  Co  ,  D30. 
Fuller,  R.,  649. 
Galloway,  S.,  943. 
GiUmore.Q.  A..  186,242. 
Grant,  U.  .S..  97.  l:)3,  186,  194,  242,  470.  504,  311, 

Ueintzelnian,  .S.  P.,  256.  953.  1016,  1026.  1076. 
Hendrickson.T.,  70,  105,  112,  123,149.  152,160, 

191,195. 
HitclKoek,  E.  A.,  24,  25,  229,  484,  619.  040,  718, 

774,  778,  856,  898,  899,  946,  1023,  1072. 
Hunter,  D.,  21, 
Hiirlbut,  S.  A.,  34,  222,864. 
.Johnson,  A.  J..  .540,  1014,  1036,  1073,  UI7. 
•Tones.  S.E.,  351.  427.  754,964.  1019.1036.  1073. 
Kelley,  B.  F  .  342. 
Kineaid.  G.  W..  427.  492,025,  712,  748,  754.803, 

820.  842. 
Krebs,,;.  M..249. 
Laluon,  W.  H..  861. 
I.angdon,  J.  P.,  754. 
Lcieke.  L.  E.,  1055. 
L.ii-kwood,  H.  H.,  933. 
l.ddlow,  W.  H.,  1,  10,  16,21.22,28,30,32,  33,39, 

40,53,59,  81,85,112,  119,121,  126.129.  135.136, 

147.  358. 
McDowell,  C.J,,  904. 
McLean,  X.  C,  351,  566,  840. 
McPhersou.  J.  B..  537,  646. 
Marsb.C.W.,  999, 1014. 
Mar3ton.G.,206,  211,351,356,  363,368.  390,422. 

427,  473,  489.  554,  585,  625,  644,  753,  751.  •<  1 1 ,  891. 

949.  1014.  1026,  1036,  1097, 1116. 
Martindale.  J.  H..  37, 183,  413,  8.57. 
Mason,  J.  S..  93,236,  240.260,  351.356.  389.  404, 

409,  419,  427,  640. 
Meade,  G.  G..  256. 
ir.-rcl)ant,C.  S.,754. 
Meredith.  S.  A..  164,  173,  178,  186,  223.235.  2311. 

256.  260,  268,  283,  286,  290,  293-295,  298.  300,  301, 

31 1,  313,  315,  328,  352,  357.  362,  369,  384,  391, 103. 

450,  458,  459,  466,  486,  488,  520,  554.  591.  602.  625, 

716. 
Morris,  W.W.,  158,  212,  237. 
N'avy  Department,  D.  S.,23. 
Ilhio,  Governor  of.  264,  405,  683,  986, 1001. 
Orme,  W.AV  .  778,  804,  811,  824,  860,  927,  976,  lull 

1036.  1073. 
Palmer.  U.  F.,luSO. 
Palmer.  G.S.,  61. 


HofTman,  William— Continued. 
Correspondence: 
Pierson,  W.  S.,161, 184, 192,  201,  214,  256,  322,  330, 

333,  351,  353,  368,  385,  391,  395-397,  101,  41.S,  122, 

127,  433,  135, 148,  477,  190,  491,  654,  709,  731.  758. 

813. 
Pillsbury,  A.,  33. 
Porter,  P.  A.,  351,  353,371,427,  534.513,  011,720, 

906,  910,  1014,  1036,  1073. 
Porter,  W.  D..196. 

Post-OlBce  Department,  t".  .s  ,  501,521. 
Poten,  A.  H.,427. 
Potter,  J.  A.,  4,  206,  304. 
ProvostMarsbal. General.  V.  S.  A..  257. 
Putnam,  J.  S.,200, 
Quartermaster-General's  OtHcf,  r.  S.  A..  144. 

281,  311,  309,  468,  585,  626, 1027. 
Reid,  W.,183. 
Richardson,  W.  P..  947,  953.  962,  968,  1011,  1029, 

1036, 1059,  1073,  1076. 
Roberts,  J.,  495, 300. 
Robinson,  E.J. ,  195. 
Root,  A.  R.,  446,  806,  812. 
Rosecrans,   W.  S.,186,  207,  227,  239,  369,  1106, 

1117. 
Rucker,  D.  H.,875, 
Ruggles,  L.,754. 
Sanderson,  J.  P.,  1036, 1073. 
S:inL:ster,  G.,  86,  111. 

Sanitary  Commission,  U.  S  .  575,  585,  586,  705. 
Schenck,  R.  C.  103, 110,  146, 189. 
Scboepf,  A.,  119.  156,  175,  244,  290,  292,  309,  351, 

427,  435,  440,  476,  525,  607,  625,  028,  703.  706,  710. 

716,  735,  751,  762.  811,  825,  9.51,  1000,  1014.  1036, 

1039,  1073,  1094. 
Scbofleld,  J.  M.,  13,31,97,  131,  132,157,  178.221, 

230,242,243,311, 


See 


751. 


Sessions,  J.  F.,  1055. 

Sherman.  W.T..  170,  534. 

Simons,  J..  144,  119.  158.  218.  223,  295. 

.Simonson.  J.  S.,  351, 127. 

Simpson,  J.,  907,  90S. 

Small,  M.  P..  1081. 

Stannard.  G.  J.,  778,  927,  991 . 

Steedmau.I.  G.  U'..  1055. 

Steveiis,A.A.,145,  192,  ,503,  625,  619,  713.  739.754. 

809,  881,  893,911.  941,  946,  992.  1011,  1030,  1043, 

1073. 
Siickley,  G.,  359,  173.  492.  704. 
Surgeun-GentriilsOrliie.  I',  S.  A..  3.  70.81.  105. 

110,  121.  133.235,  122,412,704. 
Swift,  E  ,111,205. 
lerry,  H.  D..  853,  aOI.  809,  0u3,  904.  922.  954.  972. 

1014,  1036. 
I'liiMiias.  G.  H..  351,  532,  lolK,  1077.  1091. 
Thorlie,  v.- a:..  MO. 
Trumbull,  H.C.,  530. 
Tyler,  R.H..  973. 
Waite.C.  A.,  329,352, 
Wallace,  V,'.,  589,  623,  710.  746,  751.  804,  834,  868, 

888,  892,  893,  920.  1059. 
Walsh,  M..  840. 
W:ird.  W.  W.,  1028. 
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Hoffman,  William— Continued. 

Correspondence: 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  14, 93,  U2, 130. 163, 184, 
227.  277,  297,  306.  313,  315,  329,  330,  351,  354,  356, 
359,  362,  383,  415,  446.  520,  526.  384,  604,  605,  632, 
838,  685-687,  701,  704,  736,  810,  872,  885,  904-906, 
929,  930.  933,  956,  976,  983,  985,  989,  1015,  1036, 
1044,  1047,  1036,  1058,  1079,  U03,  1104. 
WeiT,  W.,  987,  998,  1014, 1027,  1036, 1073. 
West  Virginia,  Governor  of,  403. 
\Vhelan,A.F.,464. 
Willoox,  O.  B.,3,  19,  122.  143. 
Wilson,  N.,  10. 
Woodbridgs.  T.,  1056. 
Wool,  J.  E.,  21. 
Instructions  to  Terry,  853, 854. 
Jlentioned,  20,  24,  25,  28,  30,  31,  33-37,  70,  81,  06-98, 
104,  103,  113, 173,  208, 212,  227,  228,  235.  240, 243, 
248,  255,  257,  263,  267,  276,  281,  291,  295,  300,  313, 
314,  329,  335,  336,  347, 362.  372,  392,  413,  41 5,  442, 
451,  476,  503,  321,  014,  669,  720.  734,  812,  829,  834, 
883,  840,  651, 866,  698,  903,  907,  926,  944, 945,  067, 
987, 1004,  1008, 1016,  1028,  1047, 1075,  1079,  1 100, 
1115. 
Shooting  of  prisoners  by  guards,  1073. 
Supervision  andcontrol  of  prisoners.  313,  :'.I4. 
Tabular  statements,  prisoners  of  war: 
Sept.  1-Dec.  28. 1863.  898,  899, 
Xov.  1,1863,619,620. 
lloecboom,  C.  S.,  580. 
Iloit,  Mcholas,  37. 
Holland,  John  W. 
Correspondence.      Seo     Danville    (Ta.)     Toicn 
Council. 
Hollander,  Mr,  9. 
Holling.snorth,  Robert  J.,  514. 
Holloway,  Doctor,  788, 794. 
Holloway,  .John  H.,  894. 
Holloway,  L.  D. 

Correspondence,  "De;ir  ilofher."  421. 
Holmes,  Hezekiah,  243. 
Holme.s,  Xcliomiali,  245. 
Holmes,  Theophilus  H.,  173,  174, 
Holt,  .Joseph. 
Correspondence.     Hce  Jiutje-Adiocate-Genrrnl's 

Office.  r.S.A. 
ilentioued,  30,  358,  360.  620,  896, 
Home  Guards. 

Exchange,  treatment,  etc.,  138. 
Hood,  George  H.,  404, 403,  981. 982. 
Hood,  John  B.,563. 
Hooker,  .Joseph,  287,  464, 
Hooter,  William. 

Shooting  of  prisoner:*,  Camp  Clni,.,-,  1 1,,  liiii,';, 
Hopkins.  William. 

Correapouden.e.  I!,  I!,  Winder,  :«2. 
Horan,  J.  ,7. 

Treatment  of  prisiuitrs,  792. 
Home,  Sergeiiut,  673. 
Homey,  Charles  K. 

C"rrcspomU-nie,  li.  T,  lleaiin--:ira.  lo,^7, 
Hornor,  Calelp  W.,  1045. 
llorsfortl.  James  ,H. 

F„,.d  supply.  Camp  l>.,o^l.is,  1 11. '.13I 
Mentioned,  929,  9"0. 
Ilosea.  Isaac  F.  li.,  :::i. 


Hospitals. 

Regulations  governing  Confederate,  647. 
Hospital  Stewards. 

Exchange,  treatment,  etc..  1077,  1078, 1091. 
Houghtaling,  .4bram,  72. 
Houk,  David  \. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  18,  .56,  64. 
Houston,  William  M. 
Mentioned,  572. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war.  573,  574. 
Houston  (Tex.)  Telegraph,  560,808. 
How,  .t.,747. 
How,  John.  128, 
Honard,  Presley  A.,  18,  19, 
Howard,  B.  \..  .383.  384,  696,  715,  749. 
Howe,  Marshall  S.,  34. 
Howe,  William  R. 

Correspondence.     See  IVilliam  T.  H.  Brooks. 
Howry,  James  JI.,  408. 
Hoy,  J.  F.,  227. 
Hudson,  Calvin  W.,  875, 
Hudson,  Robert  )!.,  319,539. 
Hudson,  Samuel  E. 

Fo.id  supply.  Camp  Douglas.  Ill,,  931. 
Huidekoper,  F.  W. 

Correspondence,  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  153. 
Hume.  F.  Charles,  1022,  1023. 
Humphreys,  Lewis,  418,  423.  433,  682,  868. 
Humphries.  William  A.,  540. 
Hunt,  J.  D. 

Treatment  of  luisonera.  783. 
Hunt,  Ralph. 
t.'orre.'^poudence: 
Goodwin,  K.  11.,  850. 
Lakin..J.  S.,650. 
i    Hunt,  Robert,  720. 
!   Hunter.  Darid. 

Correspondence,  W,  Hoffman,  21, 
Hunter,  Henry  B. 
Clothing  issued  at  Richmond,  Va,,  852, 853, 
Correspondence,  C,  McR,  Selph.642, 
Mentioned,  550.  551,  858. 
Hunter.  James  A.,  1000, 
Hunton.  F.ppa. 

Correspondence,  W.  P.  Sluugler,  1022. 
Hupman,  Henry,  854. 10,->:8-1061, 1063, 1064. 
Hurlbut,  Stephen  A. 
Correspondence: 

.Vrmy  Hejidquarters.  302. 
Chalmers,  J".  E.,  78,  80.  497,  859. 
Forrest.  X.  B.,  691,  800.  806,  811,  816,  t(:j9. 
Grant,  U.S..  34. 
Hort'man,  W,,  34.  222,  864. 
Lee.  S.  D.,311. 
McKae,  D.,414. 


Mo 


,'orthern  M. 
C.  S.  Army 
nli.ined,34. 


,  M.,222. 
ssissippi,  Co 


oti:ition3  with  N.  1'..  F. 


( irtic 


,800.  ,^0B,  811, 


816,  839,  8tO. 
Hurst.  Fleldins;.  21 
Hurst.  Robert  Ver 
llussev.  John. 


-Me 


ndeli.e 
■d,612. 
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Hulrhlns,  W.  A. 

Corresponilcnce,  Abraham  Lincoln.  48,  56,  84. 
Hyde,  Mollie.  133. 
Hyllested,  Wjldemar,  498. 
lies,  T.  .I.,938. 
Illinois,  Gorernorof. 

Correspoudence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  13. 
iniuois  TroopK. 

Cavalry- Kfyimeii(*.   I6th,  377. 

Infantry- iifjimenM:  6oth,  461;  SOth,  341,  429. 
467,482,  91st,  340,  429;  113th,  377. 
Inilioden,  John  D. 

Correspondence : 
Lee  K  E  862. 
Nunn.J.R..1120. 

Mentioned  431,1119. 
Independence,  Fort,  Mass. 

Accommodatiooa  for  prisoners,  689. 
Indiana. 

Operations  in.     See  Morgan's  Raid. 

Status  of  certain  raideis.  803. 

Suppliea  lor  prisoners  of  war,  527. 
Indiana,  (ioTernor  ol. 

CorrespondencB,  WarDept.,  U.  S.,  104,  163,  803. 
Indiana  Troops. 

Infantry -iipr^imcn/*;   50th.  370;  olst,  341,  389, 
428,  492 ,  ;3d,  341,  429,  467,  482,  492 ;  loth,  370, 
389, 428,  429,  467,  482. 
Indianola,  U  S.  S  ,341,429. 
Information. 

Army  operatioua.  110,  115. 
Inge,  William  Jl..  2'29. 
Ingersoll,  L.  i). 

Correspondence: 
ileredith,  S.  A.,  469. 
Patterson.M.  E.,  469. 
Intercour.se.     See  Trade  and  IjLlercoiirse. 
lona  Troops. 

Infantry— ;.V;/iM«i«j.    ::;th,    160.   195.  :i93,  663. 
1002. 
Irvine,  William. 

Causes,  suspension  of  ...xcliange,  629,  630. 

Correspondence : 

Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  629.  651. 
Meredith,  S.  A.,  354. 

Mentioned.  387,  459,  510.  607. 

Statement,  condition,  etc.,  of  pri.-^onets,  459. 
IrTine,  William  II.,  753,  809.  916 
Irving  Block  Prison,  Hempliis,  Tenu. 

Man;lgemcnt,  needs,  etc..  of  |in3on,864. 

Sbootin^of  jirisoners.  34.  35. 
Invin,  Charles. 

Tre;itnient  nf  i.n.soners,  780. 
Irnin,  Richard  B. 

Correspondence.     See  Nathaniel  P.  Bank^. 
Isaac  .Smith,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of,  Jan.  30,  1863.     Prisoners  of  war,  171, 
172, 188. 

Mentioneil,  171,172,188. 
Ues,  Ralph  Olmstead,  945.  m.  998. 
Jack,  540. 

Jackson,  .\ndrew,  8,  9,801. 
Jackson.  Andrew,  jr.,  920 
Jackson,  John  J.,  Jr.,  161. 
Jackson,  Thomas  J..  562. 

73    li    R — SERIES    II,  VOL    VI 


Jackson,  William  H. 

Correspondence,  W.  T.  Sherman,  234,  29«. 

Mentioneil,  296,  431. 
Jackson  (.Hiss.)  Campaii;n.    July  5-25. 1863. 

Prisoners  ot  war.  133. 
Janieison,  J.  C,  290. 
James,  A.  H. 

Mentioned,  1110.  1111. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Crew's  Prison,  Va.,  1111. 
James.  (J.  W.,  775. 
James,  John  R.,  412. 
Jeffers,  Walter  A. 

Correspondence ; 

Beauregard.  G.  T.,  527. 
GlUmore.  Q.  A.,527. 
JefTries,  .\.  I.. 

Correspondence.     See  Robert  ('.  Sctieiick. 
Jenkins,  Albert  fi.,  378. 
Jenkins,  t.  T.,386. 
Jennincs,  Ed.,  1130. 
Jcsup,  (ieneral,  C.  S.  S.,  763. 
Jewctt,  B.  JI..245. 
John  Rice,  Steamer,  72. 
Johns,  John. 

Correspondence.  War  Department,  XT.  S.,  886. 
Johnson,  Andretr,  352. 413.  459. 
Johnson,  Andrew,  jr.,  294,  295,  332,  413,  623,  640. 
Johnson,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  840, 1014,  1030,1073, 
1117. 


Mentio 

lied.  938.  939 

1002, 

003,  1021,  1022 

Johnson, 

(ieorse,  580. 

Johnson, 

(ieorge  K. 

Corres 

.ondcnce.  J 

K.Bu 

-nes,  1039. 

Mentioned.  1039. 

Johnson 

Henry  E., 

169. 

Johnson 

My.,  1001. 

Johnson 

J.  W.,  450. 

487. 

Jolinson 

James  JI. 

l.'uni.s 

.ondence.  .7 

McN 

uil,  148,  154. 

.M.iili. 

u.d,  148. 

JiillDMIII 
Jolinson 

1,.  B.,  001, 
Reterdy. 

idoui- 


ul,  Na 


i30,  353.  97; 


g.  tieii.s  Office,  U.S.  A. ,80. 
Johnson.  W.  A.,  879, 
Johnson.  William  II. 
Correspondence,  U.  S. 
Mentioned,  188. 
John.son,  W  illiam  T. 
Mentioned,  765,  767,  761 
Treatment  of  iirisoiier 
Johnson's  Island,  Ohio. 
Clothing,   etc.,   for  iin 

1117. 
Complaints,  ill-tnaliiH 

761.901-903. 
Condition  of  prisoners.  402. 
Conliuenient  of  oiKcera.  93,  189, 190. 
Qolfiuan's  instructions  to  Terry.  853,  854. 
Inspections.  332,  333,  364-306,  499,  635,  636,661,  664, 

758,  775,  826-830. 
Mail,  contraband,  through  Canada.  501,  521. 
Management,   needs,  etc..  250,  257,  322,  3S4-.366, 
395,  396,  418,  422-424,  433,  434, 448-150,  477,  478, 
490,  401, 500,  521,  035,  030,  661,  664,  758,  773,  826- 
830,  833,  854,  899-903  922,  923, 


of  pi 
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JohnHon'H  Inland,  Olilo— Contioued. 
Orders,  General.  3eries  1864;  No.  1,  841. 
Prisoners  received,  exchanged,  etc.,  to  Jan.  1. 

1864,851. 
Pri.sonera  under  sentence  of  death,  369. 
Purchases  by  prisoners,  330. 
Raids  from  Canada,  491,  493,  635,  636. 
Security   of  prisoners,  311,  333,353,368,385,386, 

391,  396,  397, 400-402,  413,  435,  448-450,  490,  491, 

500. 
Smallpox,  391,  418. 

Terry,  H.  D.,  assumes  command,  841. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  6.34,  1014, 1015. 
Transfer  from,  of  Confederate  officers,  815,  840, 


861, 


,053. 


Transfer  to,  of  Confederate  ofBcers,  13, 119, 156- 
158.263. 
Johnston,  .Vlbert  Sidney,  831. 
Johnston,  George  H. 

Correspondence.    See  Henry  M.  Xaglee. 
Johnston,  1.  \.,  966. 
Johnston,  John  R.,  1006. 
Johnston,  Joseph  E. 
Correspondence : 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  3.33,  363. 
Davis,  H.C.,  170.  212. 
Davis,  Jefferson,  122. 
Ferguson.  S.  ^.,  225. 
Grant.U.S.,  091, 1026. 
Lee,  S.  D.,244,  531. 
PLUggles,  D.,  225. 
Saffold,  M.  J.,  532. 
Sims,  B,r.,  394. 
Street,  S,  G.,  224. 
Thora.as,  G.  H.,  862,  942, 1018, 
War  Department,  C.S..  773,  807. 
Mentioned,  7,  93,  225,  228,  229,  258,  355,  550,  1018. 
Negotiations  with  G.  H.  Thomas,  862, 942, 1018. 
Joline,  Charles  0. 

Correspondence.    See  John  A.  Dix. 
Jone.s,  Svirgeon.  97. 
Jones,  n.  B. 

Correspondence,  J.  A.  Dix,  27. 
Jones,  D.  J.,  960. 
Jones,  Daniel  H.,  311,312. 
Jones,  E.  Holt. 

Correspondence,  A.  Schoepf,  215. 
Jones.  Edward  P.,  47,48,  163,164,381. 
Jones,  James  C. 

Correspondence,  J.  Warner,  278. 
Jones,  Josepii  i*.,  323. 
Jones,  Xewton  C. 

Correspondence,  G.  W.  Getty,  846. 
Jones,  Samuel,  Maj.  Gen. 
Correspondence : 
Patton,  G.  S.,  895. 
Powell,  W.H.,  261. 
War  Department.  C.  S.,  l.)4. 
Mentioned,  261,  431. 
Jones,  Samuel,  Private.     See  Samuel  Jordan. 
Jones,  Stephen  E. 
Correspondence ; 
Cl.ark,A.M..866. 

Hoffman,  W.,  351,  427,  754,  964,  1019, 1036,  1073. 
Pratt,  C.  B.,  963. 
Welch,  J.  C,  963. 

See  also  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle. 
irenli.iue.1.865. 


Jones,  William,  856. 

Jordan,  Samuel,  845,  846, 858, 877, 878,  883. 

Jordan,  Thomas. 

Correspondence.     See  O.  T.  Beauregard. 
Joivett,  John  J.,  355. 
Joyce,  Michael,  318. 
Joyce,  Stephen  J.,  919,  920. 
Judd,  Clara,  149. 150. 

Judge-.idTOcatc-General's  Ofllce,  U.  S.  A. 
Correspondence : 
Army  Headquarters,  519. 
Brooke,  H.,  464,  520. 
Butler,  B.  F.,  887. 
Dunn,  W.  M.,  752,  802, 
Harris,!.,  394. 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  169,  216, 1029, 
.Martindale,  J.H.,38. 
.Vaglee,  H.  M.,  169. 

War  Department.  U.  S„  1,  30,  31,  160,  209,  410, 
4o9,  523,  604. 
Opinions,  reviews,  etc.,  in  cases  of: 
Amnesty,  802,  803. 
Baylor,  R.  W.,  426,  427,  528,  529. 
Fitzhugh,C.  D.,38,  39. 
Guerrillas  and  partisan  rangers,  1,  2, 
Gurley,  F.  B.,520,  521, 1029-1033. 
Hardcastle,  J.,  410-413. 
Records  of  military  tribunals,  30,  31. 
Release  of  prisoners,  394.  395. 
Retaliation,  459,  460. 
Slaves  in  Missouri,  209-211. 
Thompson,  G.  W..  160, 161. 
Wright.  DM.,  216-21S. 
Writ  of  certiorari,  Vallandigham,  620-624, 
Judkins,  William  A.,  669,  670,  728,731. 
Julia  Baker,  Schooner,  1074,1121. 
Kaine,  Thomas,  621.  624. 
Kane,  Patrick,  128. 
Kansas. 

Treatment  of  volunteers  in  captivity,  834,  835. 
Kearny,  Edmund,  146. 
Keenoy,  Charles  C. 
Correspondence.  T.  Hendrickson,  179. 
Mentioned,  160,  192,  476. 
KelTer,  Francis  J. 

Correspondence,  C.  A.  Waite,  336. 
Keiley,  A.  .11. 

Correspondence,  War  Departiueut,  C.  S.,  326,331. 
Keiser,  J.  F. 

Correspondence,  Surg.  Gen.sOtHce,  C.  S.  A.,  601. 
Keith,  E.  S.,  366. 

Keller, ,587. 

Kelley,  Ben.ianiln  F. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  242. 
Mentioned,  85,  227,  358,  427,  528. 
Kelley,  Brent,  1122,1123. 
Kelley,  (JranTille  J.,  349, 1000. 
Kelloge,  -Mr.,  174. 
KellOK?,  Spencer,  13, 18,  26,  29,  152,  161,  16.2,  174,  175, 

196,  321,  324,  325,  327,  328,  332,  337,  657. 
Kelton,  John  L'. 
Correspondence,  W.  H.  Ludlow,  167. 

See  also  Army  Headquarters. 
Mentioned,  167,  344. 
Kemper,  James  L.,  280,284,285,293,315,551. 
Kendall,  (  harles  .S.,  745. 
1    Ken.lall  .d  Sons,  928. 
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Kondrlck,  \.  T.,  107. 
Kendricfe,  W.  P. 

Correspondence.  Abraham  Lincoln,  077. 
Mentioned.  966. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  at  Richmond,  977,  '.178. 
Kenny,  William,  15. 
Kentaoky. 
Arrests  of  citizens.  18,  19,  23. 
Operations  in.     See  Morgan'.^  Raid 
Release  of  Confederate  deserters,  197, 198. 
Release  of  prisoners  of  war  (C).  177. 
Return  to,  of  Confederate  prisouors.  378.  379. 
Kentocky,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence,  L.  C.  Rhirira,  378 
Kentucky  Troops  (C). 
Cavalry—  Regunenit:  2d.  3d,  .ith,  (ith,  Tth,sth, 
10th,  797,  798;  10th  Partisan  Rancers,  1,2, 
14th,  797,798. 
Kentucky  Troops  (II.). 

Infantry-AVyimc7i(».   iOth,  37.5,  376.  437,  lilll. 
Keplar,  <ieoree,  539. 
Ketchnm,  .John  T.,  526. 
Ketternian,  fomelius  F.,  378,  403. 
Keyes,  John  S.,  1055. 
Keyser,  Mr.  690. 
Kilburn,  Charles  L.,  929. 
Klllborn,  Curtis  W. 
Commissary  of  prisoners.  Dept.  cif  the  Coif.  'JOt. 
Mentioned.  904. 
Ellpatrick,  .ludson,  112. 114, 1034, 1053. 1122. 
Kllpatrick's  Expedition.     Feb.  28-.Mar.  4, 1864. 

rrisoners  of  war,  1017,  1020, 1025,  1034, 1035,  1053. 
Kincald,  (ieorge  W. 
Assignments,  195. 
Correspondence ; 
Broadhead.  J.O.,260. 
Hoffman,  W..  427,  492,  025,  712.  748.  754,  803,  821), 

842. 
Schofield,  J.  M..221,265. 
Mentioned,  195,  221,  39.3,  663,  1002. 
KIne,  Mr.,932. 
Kintr,  .4dam  E. 

Correspondence.     rieei/cnr.T/  D.  Terry. 
KinsT,  Charles  S. 

Treatment  of  prisoners.  791,  792, 
Kins,  John  C. 
Correspondence,  Adjt,  Gen.  s  nrtice,U.S.A..H23. 
Mentioned,  862. 
Special  commissioner.  823,  S62. 
Kinir,  Thomas  B.,  1030. 
Kins,  W.  H. 

Treatment  of  prisoners.  785.  786. 
Kirbv.  J.  C.,  484. 
Kirhy.  William  M.,  994. 
Kirk,  Charles,  917. 
Kirk,  Henry. 
Correspondence; 
Beauregard,  G.T..  527. 
Gillmore,  tJ.A.,.127. 
Kitchinc,  William  II.,  1106. 
Kltel,  Edward  11.,  917. 
Kittoe,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence,  Surg.  I'ren.s  Office. tJ.  S.A..  848. 
Knapp,  Fred.  N. 
Correspondence.  See  Sanitanj  Commistion,  I'.S. 


Koerper,  J.,  580. 
Krebs,  John  M. 

Correspondence.  ^V'.  Hoffman,  249. 
Kyle,  Osceola,  550. 
Kyle,  William,  539. 
f.a  Barre,  \.  L. 

Correspondence.  E,  .1.  Fitzpatrick,  271. 

Mentioned,  270,  272, 
Lackey,  William  A.,  2ii.-i. 
Lafayette,  Fort,  >'.  V.  Harbor. 

Accommodations  for  prisoners,  688,  090. 

Complaints  of  ill-treatment,  77. 

Overcrowded  condition,  91 1. 

Political  prisoners.  927. 

Sick  and  wounded  prisoners,  778. 

Trade  with  sutlers,  641,  654. 

Transfer  from,  of  Confederal*  officers,  927. 

Visitors,  9.55,  956,  961. 
I.akin,  John  S. 

Correspondence,  K.  Hunt,  650. 

Mentioned,  050. 
Lamb,  Robert. 

Correspondence,  VT.  Wallace,  731 . 

Escape  of  .J.  H.  Morgan  and  others.  672. 

Mentioned.  670-672.  727,  728,  732. 
Lamon,  Ward  H. 

Corresponilence,  W.  Hoffman,  861. 

Mentioned,  34. 
Landry,  .V.  D.,  696,  989, 1024. 

Lane,  Harriet,  U.S.  S.    See  Harrirt  Lan,;  V.  S.  S. 
Langdon,  John  P. 

Correspondence.  W.  Hoffman.  754. 
Lan^ley,  Mrs..  273. 
Lamed,  Daniel  R. 

Correspondence.     See  A.inhroiie  E.  Burnside. 
Latham,  0.  W.,  Mrs  ,  919. 
Latham,  Laura,  776. 
Latouche,  John. 

Correspondence; 
Turner,  T.  P.,  1110. 
Winder..!.  H..  273.322. 

.See  also  Thomai  I'.  Furner. 
Latrobe,  R.  Stuart,  722. 
Lauson,  Charles,  355, 
Lawley,  Samuel,  856. 
Lawton,  Alexander  R. 

Correspondence.   See  Q.  il.  Gen/s  Office.  C.  S.  ,1. 

Mentioned.  275,  439.  4.56.  497.  821,  822,  885,  914,  950- 
952,976.  1018,  1051. 
Layman,  John,  540. 
Lazelle,  Henry  M.,  701. 
Leavitt,  II.  H.,621. 
Le  Blond,  K.  C. 

Corrc8ponilen.;e,  Al.T;ih;ini  [.iTicolu.  4>,  .'.6,  64. 
Le  Breton,  Charles. 

Correspondence.  K.  .T.  Fil7,p;iLriik,  272. 
Mentioned.  270. 
Le  Conte,  John  L. 

Gratiot  Street  Prison,  Mo.,  l.'.o. 

Mentioned,  199. 
Lee,  C.  II. 

Correspondence.  Adjutant  and   Inspector  Cten- 
eral's  Office.  C.  S.  A..  274. 
I.ee,  Richard  H.,  501.502.520,714,715,  803.  899,904, 
916,995. 
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Lee,  Robert  E. 
CorrespondeDce : 
Army  Headquartera,  659,  691. 
Imboden,  J.  D.,  862. 
Meade,  G.  G.,  79. 
Ould,  K.,317. 

War  Department.  C.  S.,  438,  453, 1020. 
Hiilleok's  proposition  for  exchange,  etc.,  659,  691. 
Mentioned,  7.  80,  95.  96, 147, 199,  248,  287,  331,  348, 
394,  410,  431,  467.  472.  481.  505.  550,  562,  570,  571. 
003,  611,  659.  7G3,  918,  973,  1017. 
Lee,  S.  Phillips. 
Correspondence : 
Navy  Department,  V.  S.,  79,  84. 
Stephens,  A.  H..  79,  80,  84,  94. 
Mentioned,  80,  84,  94. 
Lee,  Stephen  D. 
Correspondence : 
Chalmers,  J.  K..  531. 
Hardee,  W.  J.,  247,  258. 
Hurlbut,  S.A.,311. 
Johnston,  J.  E.,  244, 531. 
ilcArthur,  J.,  1083, 1109. 
Polk,  L.,  814. 
Mentioned,  113,  234.  241,  273, 280,  297,  531. 
Lee,  W.  D.,  909. 
Lee,  AVilliam  H.  F. 
Correspondence.  S.  A.  ilereditfa,  364. 
Mentioned,  53,  69,  118,  219,  358.  362,  484,  485.  488, 
495,  500,  315,  316,  706,  927.  937.  975,  991.  1127. 
Lemley,  Samuel,  1060-1062. 1068. 1069. 
Lenno.<L,  Walter,  288. 
Leonard,  William  I,.,  458. 
Letcher,  John. 
Correspondence.     See  Virginia,  Governor  of. 
Mentioned,  160,  538,  557,  597. 
Leton,  William,  37. 
Leventhorpe,  Collett. 

Correspondeuie,  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  349. 
Leviathan,  Tug. 
Capture,  etc.,  Sept.  22. 1863.      Prisoners  of  war, 

368,  376. 
Mentioned,  308. 
Levy,  William  JI. 
Correspondence : 

Dvvight,  C.  C,  812.  813,  1024.  1094,  1105,  1112. 
Molineux.  E.  L.,  698-7110,  706,  715.  749.  750,  989. 
Mentioned,  634,036,696,697,700,710,735.737,  749, 
751,  773,  814,  816-818,  838,  1024, 1025,  1112. 
Lenis,  Serjeant,  673. 
Lewis,  (.'.  Irvine,  205. 
Lewis.  Charles,  :'.4,  33. 
Lewis.  K.  I>.,  414. 
Lewis,  .lames  T..  1009. 
Libby  I'rlson,  Va. 

C(unmuuicatioii  froiu  ,T.  .Johns.  886. 
C"nipl;unts  of  ill-treatment.  241,  242,  267,  L'OM,  278 

279,  301-303,  334,  310,  311,  604.  005,  977,  978. 
E.scaped  Union  prisoners.  953, 966,  980. 
Hospital,  262.  263. 
Inspections,  262,  263,  344-347.  1090. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  202,  263,  344-.547,  1090. 
Meeting  of  Union  oiHcer.s,  Sept.  18. 1863,  :'.01-3n3. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  Sept.  0,264,  Dec 

3,  657. 
Pro%-ision  return,  Sept.  30,  1863,  547. 
Union  renegades,  586,  5s7. 


Lieber,  Fraocis. 

Correspondence: 
Army  Headquarters,  327. 
CluBeret,  G.P.,870. 
Meigs,  M.  C,  803,868,896. 
Instructions  for  government  of  armies  in  the 

tield,  18.21.23,29,33,41-47, 
Mentioned,  893. 
Lieber,  (J.  .\orman. 

Correspondence.     See  Xathaniel  P.  Banks. 
Liebold,  T.,  380. 
Lincoln,  Abraham. 
Amnesty  proclamations,  680-682, 1113, 1114. 
Correspondence: 

Arm}'  Headquarters.  192. 

Backus,  A.  L.,48,  56,  64. 

Hartley,  T.  W..  48,  56.  64. 

Birchard.  M..  48.  56,  64. 

Bliss,  I ;..  48,  36.64. 

lIowden.L.  J.,187.380,409. 

Broadhi-ad,  J.  O.,  115. 

Burrows,  S.E.,  801. 

Butler,  B.F.,  683,  808,  877. 

lUiller,  W.,  13. 

Cameron,  S..  102,  380. 

Congress,  U.  S.,  834,  915. 

Converse.  G.  L.,  48,  36,  64. 

Corning,  E.,  4,  56. 

Davis,  JetTerson,  75. 

Dubois.  J.  K.,  13. 

Finck,  ■W.E.,  48,  56,64. 

Forbes.  D.,  211. 

Foster,  J.  G.,  170.  333.  323.  380,  426. 

French.  E.B.,  192. 

G:illo\vay,  S..  988. 

Gordon,  W. . J.,  48,  56,  64. 

Hatch,  O.M..  13. 

Hotfman,  O..703. 

Houk.  D.  A..48,  36.  64. 

Hutcliins,  W.  A.,48,56,  64. 

Illinois,  Governor  of,  13. 

Judgc-Advocato.GeneralsOtiice,  U.S.A.,  169, 

216,  1029. 
Kcndrick.  \V.  P.,  977. 
Lo  Khind,  F.  C,  48,56,64. 
Lockwood.  H.  H.,919. 
Long,  A.,  48,  36,  64. 
McKiriney,  .1.  F.,  48.  56,64. 
Millsou,  J.  S.,  157. 
Morrill,  L.  M.,  206. 
Morris.  J.  R.,  48,  36,  64. 
Xohle,  W.  P.,  48,  56.  64. 
Ohio.  Governor  of,  16. 
OXeill,  J.,  48.  56,  64. 
P.-ndleton,  G.  H..  48,  56,64. 
Schenck,  R.  C,  101.  108,  584. 
Shaeter,  L..  48.  56,64. 

\\':ir  Dept.,  U.S..  192,  647,  801,  834,  915,  988. 
White.C.  A..48,  56,  64. 
White..!.  W..  48,  56,  64. 
Mentioned,  1,  23,  34,  36,  39,  49-52,  56,  64,  65,  67,  68, 
74,  77,  79,  80,  100, 107.  110.  118,  141,  156, 163,  164, 
173.  174, 183,  210.  216,  218,  360,  381,  408,  468,  510, 
519,  521,  302,  563,  575,  594.  395,  603.  004.  609,  616, 
621,  626,  631,  680,  752,  753,  771,  776,  801-803,  808, 
I  834,  838.  839.  844,  877.  887.  888,  910,  937,  958,  960, 

1  1009,1011,  1031.1033,1098,1104,1113,1114. 
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viitor  Township.  Mn., 


.  327. 


Linroln,  Abrahsm— ContiniiMl. 

Me.s.<age8  to  Corgreaa,  915. 
Orders  in  case  of  D.  M.  Wright.  360. 
Replies  to  resolutions : 
Citizens  of  Albany.  N.  T.,  4-10. 
Ohio  Democratic  Convention,  56-59. 
Retali.ition  orders.  163. 
Linooln,  .Ihraham,  ilra.,  9S8. 
Linkenhoker,  Lewis.  540. 
lisle,  .lames  Clark,  141. 
I.itfhfleUI,  .luUns  B.,  745. 
Little,  Joseph  H. 
Report  of  atlair  in  Dt 
Mar.  27,  1864,  1104. 
Littler,  Robert  .H. 
*  'orrespondence,  .\.  A.  Stevens,  946. 
Mentioned.  941. 
Lirin&rston,  Rol>ert  R. 

Correspondence,  T.  R.  Fr.-eman.  912 
Loeke.  J.  L.,  965.  976,  977.  9«5. 
Lorke,  L,  E. 

f'lirre.apondence,  W.  Hortnian,  1055. 
Lockwood,  Henry  H. 
Correspondence : 
Hottman.  W.,  953. 
Lincoln,  Abraham.  919. 
Mentioned.  .^23,  825.  862.  9S4. 
Loe:an,  .lolin  \, 

( 'orrespondence,  J.  P..  McPIi 
Lnean,  John  L. 
( 'orrespondence : 

Andrews,  G.  L.,  177.  189,  258,  288. 
Banks.  X.  P.,  81. 
Griffith,  J.,  258.  259. 
Hardee,  W.J. .258. 
Powers,  F.  P..  2.58.  259, 
Mentioned,  244,  258.  259.  2S8.  2R9, 312.  924,  961. 
Lon?,  Alexander. 

Correspondence.  Abraham  Lincoln.  48, 56,  64. 
Lonu,  Lee  W..  519. 
Lonestreet,  James. 
Correspondence : 

Schodeld.J.M.,  996,  1083. 
War  Department.  C.  S..  1083. 
Mentioned,  38,  :19,  562,  866.  1108. 
Negotiations  with  J.  M.  Schotield,  996,  997, 108:1, 
1084. 
Loop.  Philip.  .540. 
Lorinc  William  W. 
Correspondence : 
Forrest,  N.  B.,  813. 
Polk,  L..813. 
Louaillier.  Mr..  9. 
Louisiana. 
Arrests  of  citizens,  123. 
Operations  in.    See — 

Brashear  City.     Capture,  June  Sf!.  r.fCr 
GHeraon's  Raid.     Apr.  17-iIay  -',  l^''.". 
Leviathan,  Tug.     Capture,  Sept.  ;.'.  ISr.J. 
Fort  Hudson.     Sietie  of.  Jfii;/  il-.Xvhi  S.  isr..:. 
Saint  Martinsville.     Rec:mna\uance.  Dec.  !.!. 
ISCS. 
Political  prisoners.  137.  367,990. 
LonisTille,  Ky. 
Complaints,  ill-treatment  of  prisoners,  601,  602. 
Inspections  of  prisons,  332,  333,  436-438,  499,  662, 
6«4, 758,  773,  865-867. 


LouisTille,  Ky.— Continued. 

ManaRenient,  needs,  etf.,  ofprisons,  197, 198,  436- 
438.  758,  773,  865-867. 

Smallpox,  963,  964. 
Lousada,  Francis.  543. 
Love,  S.  Palace. 

A.ssignment.a.  468. 

Mentioned,  468. 
Loving,  S. 

Curreap(mdence,  N.  Merion,  068. 
Lowe,  Francis.  1074. 
Lubhock.  Francis  R. 

Correspondence.     See  Texas.  Governor  of. 

Mentioned,  283,  299.  :J0.-|,  .306,  ,W4. 
Lucas,  Thomas  J.,  713. 
Luck,.Iohn  T. 

Mentioned,  573. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  573,574. 
Luckey,  Seth  J.  «'..  llox. 
Ludlow.  William  H. 

Army  Ueadiinarters.  03,  69.  73,  85,  89-91.  93,  108, 

109,111.118. 
Hitihcock,  E.  A...-.fl5.015. 
Hoffman,  W.,  1,  10.  10.21,22,28,30,32.33,39,40. 

53,  59.  81.  85,  112,  119.  121. 126. 129, 135,  136,  147, 

358. 
Kelton,.r.C..167. 
(Inhl,  R.,  11-13,  16-18,26,28.29,35.40,41,47,55. 

02,  63,  70-72,  81,  87.  90,  109,  li:),  114,  116.  120. 

125.  127, 128, 130.  136-138,  151, 161, 167,  20S,  219, 

246,  318,  340,  341,  358,  .506,  615,  655-657,  915, 


112 


,  O".  S. 


Quartermaster-General'.- 
Stephens,  A.  H.,  84.  94. 

War  Department,  T.  S.,  :!2.  59,  62.  72.  80,  83,  120, 
219, 1019, 1120. 
Mentioned.  2.  10,  21.  23,  30-32,  74.  84.  89,  94, 97,  138, 
141,  146,  104,  167.  108, 171,  17,8-180,  185,  199,  208, 
209,  219,  256,  200,  269,  286,  298,  313,  316-318,  324, 
325,  334.  340-346.  370.  371. 1'.SS,  389.  399,  428,  429, 
441,  450,  453,  406.  467,  481,  482,  5(l6.  537.  591,  594, 
,595.615,616,618.650,1012. 
Records  relating  to  exchange,  1019, 1119,  1120. 
Superseded  as  agent  for  exchange.  141. 
Ludwie.  Amandus  H..  538-.541. 
Lyons.  Lord. 
Correspondence.  State  Department,  U.  S..  410. 
Mentioned,  410. 
McArthar.  John. 
Correspondence : 
Lee.  S.D.,  1082, 1109. 
Watts.  X.  G..  lOSO. 
McBride.  Romulus,  710.  714.  720,  750. 
McCampbell.  D.  C,  531. 
HcCarrnll.    Hamilton,  «-5,  looo.  I116I,   1(104.  1065. 

1070.  1071, 
McCiirty.  Charles  .1..  305. 
McClrllan.  (.eorw  li..  503. 
Mc(  hdlaiiil.  William.  65". 
McCloskey.  John.  271. 
«c(  luer.  Marcus  D..  540. 
flcCook.  Kdward  .W.,  481. 
McCook,  IJohert  L..  405.  520.092,771,  773,  832. 1029- 

1033. 
XeCorniick.  Thomas. 
Correspondence,  J.  G.  Foster,  2.38. 
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INDEX. 


McCoy,  A.  C,  1013, 1014. 
McCoy,  H.,  1042. 

McCreery,  William  B.,  502,  .i20, 958, 966. 
McCurdy,  Mr.,  540. 
McCnrdy,  .llexander,  540. 
McCurdy,  ,lohn. 
Mentioned,  566,  572. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  572-575. 
McDonald,  A.  W.,  429. 
McDonald,  .Alexander. 
Correspondence.  K.  Oiild,  221. 
Mentioned,  315,  586. 
McDonel  (Prisoner),  15. 
McDowell,  C.  J. 

Correspondence,  "W.  Hotfman.  904. 
McDowell,  .John  .S..  834. 
McFadden,  Thomas,  819, 1061. 
McFall,  James,  :17. 
Mcfiinnls,  (Jeorse  F.,  772. 
McOlnnis,  John,Jr.,  &  Co. 
Food  supply,  Camp  Dun^las,  111.,  932-934. 
Meutione4l,  804,  928,  932,  933. 
McGowan,  J.  E.,  580. 
McCirane,  John,  127. 
McGraw,  T.  0.,  1U8,  lo9, 114.  522. 
McGrew,  W.  A. 
Correspondence : 
Reber,  T.,  856. 
.Sausser.  C.  E.,  856. 
Mentioned,  1062,  1069. 
McOnire,  Edward,  705. 
McHcnry,  Fort,  Md. 
Accommodations  for  prisoners.  135, 144, 158. 
Classification  of  prisoners,  287,  288. 
Complaints,  ill-treatment  of  prisoners.  639,  640, 

720-723,  774. 
Condition  of  Confederate  prisoners,  142. 
Hospital,  240,  241. 
Inspections.  240,  241,  255,  256. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863;  \o.  49,  720. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1803 :  Xos.  21.5,  i4J,  2.")-3, 

721. 
Political  prisoners,  862. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  641, 1014, 1015. 
Transfer  of  prisoners  to  Point  Lookout,  Md., 
839,  840. 
McHoUand,  Darid  A. 

Correspondence,  J.  "Warner,  279. 
Mclnues,  .A.,  361. 
Mack,  Oscar  A. 

Correspondence,      Adjutant-General's      Office, 
V.  S.  A.,  72;'..  729, 
McKee,  J.  (J.,719. 
McKee,  Samuel.  19.  719,  751,  752,  757. 
McKec,  William,  110, 115. 
McKecn,  X.  S.,966. 
McKenzic  Mr.,  137. 
McKim,  William  W.,  689. 
McKinney,  (  harles  J.,  1108. 
McKiuney,  J.  F. 

Correspondence,  Abr.iham  Lincoln,  48,  56,  64. 
McKinstry,  .Vlexander. 
Parole    of    Union    medical    officers    capturt-il, 
Cbickamauga,  Tenn.,  336. 
McLane,  Abram,  128. 
McLaue,  William,  128. 


McLean  (Prisoner),  668. 
McLean,  \.  C,  1005. 
.McLean,  Nathaniel  C. 

Correspondence ; 
Boyle,  J.  T.,  197,198. 
Hotfiuan,  W.,  351.  566,  840. 
Mentioned,  190, 198,  257,  671. 
McLean  Barracks,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Inspections,  443,  444,  499,  663,  6frt,  758,  773,  844, 
845. 
.Mc.Mahan,  Arnold,  529. 
McMurray,  William  A.,  407. 
McNeil.  John. 
Corri-spoudence: 
Caljell,  W.  L.,  148, 154. 
.r.ibiison,  J.  M.,  148. 154. 
S.botield.  J.  M.,  148,  151, 154. 
M.-iiti.iiied,  130,  131,290. 
McXeill.John  H.,  304. 
MiParliii,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence,  Surg.  Gen. 'sOffice,  U.  S.  A.,  474. 
.Mcfhersoii.  Jame.s  B. 
Correspondence: 

Grant,  U.  S.,  125,  419,  511,  046,  738. 
Hotiman,  \V.,  557,  646. 
Log,in,,r.  A.,327. 
SLerman,  W.  T.,660. 
.Smith,  E.K.,  583,  660. 
Watts,  N".G.,  418,  738,  739. 
ilentiuned.  583,  776.  1020. 

Xegntiatioiis  with  Smith  and  Watts,  418,  419, 
583.  660,  738,  739, 
MctCae,  Dandridge. 

Correspondence,  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  414. 
McRoberts,  John  B..  1005. 
McStewart,  Duncan  V.,  1006. 
Madison,  James,  801. 
MaeeTney,  .M.,  jr. 

Correspondence,  W.  J.  Hardee,  247. 
Macill.  William  J.,  925. 
Magrudcr,  David  L.,  848. 
Mai^ruder,  John  B. 
Correspondence :  ^ 

Besaer.  J.  S..282,  299. 
Carotbers,  T.,  305. 
Coue,  H.,  1095. 
Cusbing,  E.H..560. 
Kobards,C.L.,1118. 
Smith.  E.  K.,  498,  746, 1076. 
Sueed.T.  E.,1077. 
Sparks,  J.  H.,  1078, 1092. 
S/.ynianski,  I.,  559. 
Te.'cas.  Governor  of,  379. 
Tucker,  T.F.,  484. 
Mentioned,  7,  204,  493,  559,  735,  738,  1077,   1079, 
1092,1118,1119. 
Maine. 
Operations  in.    See  Portland  Harbor.    Descent 
:>u,  June  lH-il,  1S6S. 
Major,  James  P.,  684. 
Mallory.  Charles. 

( 'urreapondence.  Governor  of  Connecticut,  252. 
Mallory,  Stephen  R. 
(■(irrespondence.    See  Xavy  Department,  C.S. 
M,ntioncd,04,821,844, 1024. 
.Maloy  (Nurse),  187. 
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Maltby,  Captain,  749. 
Mann,  Au^astine  A. 

Mentioned,  573. 

Treatmeut  of  priaouera  of  war,  573,  574. 
Maple  Leaf.  Steamer. 
Capture  of,  .June  10, 1863.    Prisouers  of  war,  70, 

71,90. 
lloutioued,  70,90. 
.Mark,  Kachel. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  868. 
Marks,  D.  R.,393. 
Marm,  .lONeph  A.,  704. 
.Marmaduke,  John  .S. 
Correspondence: 
Schofield,.T.  M.,173. 
Steele,  F.,  384,  433,  1013. 
Mentioned,  130, 131, 290. 
Harsh,  Calrin  W. 
Correspondence : 
Breed,  B.B.,  992. 
Hoffman,  \V.,  999, 1014. 
Weer,  W.,858. 
Mentioned,  980, 983. 
Marsh,  Henry  »'.,  603. 
Marsh,  Roswell. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  637. 
Mentioned,  492. 

Special  commissioner,  492,  627,  628. 
Marshall,  Mr.,  123. 

Marshall,  liurophrejr,  Brig.  Cen.,  19,  431. 
Marshall,  Humphrer,  Mr.,  513. 
Marshall,  .lames  K.,  386. 
Marshall,  ,Iohn,  624. 
Marston.  Gilman. 
Assignments,  140. 
Correspondence; 
Array  Headquarters,  141. 
Butler,  B.F.,  823,  1071. 

Hoffman,  W.,  206,  214,  351,  356,  363,  368,  390,  422, 
427,  473,  489.  334.  585,  025,  644,  753,  754.  811,  894, 
949,  1014, 1026.  1036,  1U97,  1116. 
Wilkinson.  J.  H.,  645. 
Meutiuued,  140,  183,  243,  435,  .581,  584,  706,  718,  741, 
745,  763,  764,  808,  826,  955,  974,  1020, 1098,  1 100, 
1101,  1103.1105,1106, 
Martin,  KUen,  776. 
Martin,  Marshall  M. 

Correspondence,  J.  A.  Dix,  27. 
Marlln,  S.,  272. 
Martindale,  .lohn  H. 
Correspondence : 
Abbott,  E.O.,  857. 
Ford,  CM..  857. 
Hofl'man,  W.,  37, 183,  413,  857. 
.JudgeAdTOCate-General's  OtBce,  U.  S.  A.,  38. 
I'iirker,  E.  G.,  37. 
Mentioned,  122,  410,  857,  896. 
.Maryland. 

Arrests  of  citizens,  28,  347,  416.  417. 

Oaths  of  allegiance  and  paroles,  electi.rs,  584, 

603,  6U7.  626. 
Operations  in.    See  Geltysburg  Cam-paign. 
Political  prisoners,  130, 136, 146, 156,  215. 
Supplies  for  prisoners  of  war.  541. 
Maryland  Troops  (C). 

Artillery,  Light— Ba((er«*:  ;ld,  280. 
Mason,  Asa  C,  941. 


Mason,  K.  H.,  459,  460,  529,  586,  719,  757. 
Mason,  .John  S. 
Correspondence: 
Burnside,  A.  E.,  174,  .335. 
Hoffman,  W.,  93,  236,  240,  200.  351,  356,  339,  404, 

409,  419,  427,  640. 
Merion.  X.,  069,  671. 
Morgan,  .J.  H.,  408,  448,  461.  495,  496. 
Wallace,  W.,  669,  670. 
War  Department.  C  S.,  332,  335. 
Meutioned,3,  356,  479,  496,  630,  667-673,  075-677, 
702,  725,  727,  72S,  730,  731,  1067. 
Mason.  William  B. 

Correspondence.  T.  Hendrickson,  130. 
Massachusetts,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence,  War  Dept,.  U.  S.,  189, 10.52.  lo.'iS. 
Massachusetts  Troops. 

Infantry— Ke(/i,ii,n(.<;  4id,  455,  493:    .•)4th  (('«;. 
orfd),  123,775. 
Massken,  R.  S. 
Correspondence.  L.  C.  Rhines,  779. 
Treatment  of  prisoners,  779,  780. 
Masterson,  W,  .1.,  150. 
Maupln,  C.  >V.,  873,895,890. 
Maury,  Dahney  H. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant    and     Inspector    Oeneral's    Uftice, 

C.  S.  A.,  269,  312,  368,  .376. 
Fitzpatrick,  E.J.,270. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  432. 
Maxfleld,  W.  C,  1061, 1062. 
Maxwell,  William  H.,  1108. 
May,  Mrs..  003. 
May,  William,  15. 
Mayer,  ()nsta?us  S.,  667. 
Maynadier.  .lohn  H.,  590. 
.Meade,  Lieutenant.  305. 
-Meade,  Georce  G. 
Correspondence: 

Army  Headquarters,  95-97,  659. 
Hotfman,  W.,  256. 
Lee,  K.  E.,79. 
ilentioned.  111,  126,  141,  142,  190,  248,  ,'J50,  603. 
Means,  .Fohn  A.,  443. 
Medical  Officers. 
Exchange,  treatment,  etc.,  13,  18,  26,  27,  35,  36,  81, 
85.  87-89,  93,  97,  98,  109,  110,  156-158,  164,  165, 
185, 180,  190,  198,  109,  208,  209,  226,  237,  250,  283, 
330,  335-338,  347.  363,  369,  381,  382,  473,  474,  492, 
497,  501,  503,  511,  513,  531,  .534,  543,  544,  559,  J06, 
762,  872,  910,  923, 924, 936.  964. 
Reciprocal  attention  to  pii.soners,  863,  s71,  .^72, 

876,  914,  952.  956-958. 
Testimony,  etc  ,  ill-treatment  of  prisoners,  300- 
575,  639, 
Meeker,  Daniel. 

Mentioned,370,  572.  625. 
Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war.  571,  573,  574. 
-Meigs,  Lucieii. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  III.,  931. 
Meigs,  -Montgomery  C. 
Correspondence : 
Lieber.  F.,863,  868.  896. 
Wilson.  H.,  937. 

See  also  Q.  Jf.  Of/i..«  (ifice.  r.  S.  ,1. 
Mentioned,  3,  4.  265,  329,  384.  980,  10O2,  10O4,  1047. 


l:i 


,  937, 938. 


1160 


Jlelton,  C.  D. 

Correspondence; 
Beauregard,  G.  T.,  296,  305. 
Senn,  R.  D..296. 
Jlelton,  Samuel  AV. 

Correspondence,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  (len- 
eral's  Olflce,  C.  S.  A.,  1051. 
Memphis  (Tenn.)  Bulletin,  247. 
Meroer.  Hush  W..  965. 
Merchant,  Charle!^  S. 

Correspondence.  W.  Hoffman,  754. 
Meredith,  .SuIIiran  X. 
Agent  for  exchange,  141. 
Corre.spondence ; 
Ai'my  Headfxuarters,  153. 
(;hristian  Commi.saion,  TT.  S.,  482, 483.  612. 
Forbes,  E.  A.,  503. 
Foster,  J.  G.,  233,  239. 
Fulton,  C.  C,  C07. 

Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  180,  185,  198,  213,  214,  225,  230, 
237,  252,  260,  276,  277,  280,  285,  286,  293,  300,  307. 

312,  313,  321,  322,  336,  347-349,  361,  400,  413,  444. 

457.  461,  468,  471.  484,  4S6,  494,  499,  500,  .".03,  511, 
513,  515,  519.  .')26,  534.  541,  552,  565,  569.  590,  C07, 
008,  625,  656,  0S2,  683,  691.  095,  915, 916. 

Hotfrnan,  W.,  164, 175,  178.  186,  223,  235,  236,  256, 
260,  268,  283,  286,  290,  293-295,  298,  300,  304,  .111, 

313,  315,  32.S.  3.'i2,  357,  362,  309,  384,  394,  403,  450. 

458,  459,  456,  4S6,  4.'*8,  520.  554,  591,  602,  625.  716. 
Ingersoll,  L.  D..  469. 

Irvine,  W.,  354. 
Lee,  W.  H.  F..  364. 
Mulford,  J.  E..  512. 

Ould,  E.,  159, 160,  166-168,  179-182,  191,  202,  2( 
219,  220,  225-227,  230,  232,  236-238,  249,  250,  2: 
265.  266,  276,  279,  284,  2S6,  287,  294,  295,  303.  304, 
313,  315,  322-325,  330,  333,  337-330,  347,  352,  302, 
364,  374,  336-388,  401,  416.  428-433,  438, 441,  447, 
450-455,  457,  461,  469,  471,  481,  501,  503-506,  513 
519,  520,  522,  524,  526,  537,  338,  544,  549,  5,-i4,  500, 
601,  037,  039,  655,  656,  659,  683,  686,  691.  705,  714 
716,  719,  720,  735,  777,  915,  916. 
Proctor,  A.  E.,  455. 
Streight.  A.D.,241. 
Virginia.  Governor  of.  539. 
War  Dept.,  U.  S.,  321,  381,  494,  499.  .5.30.  631. 
West  Virginia,  Governor  of,  378. 
Mentioned,  141, 147,  189,  199,  219,  230,  242,  252,  264, 
303,  307,  329.  333-335,  354,  357,  362,  364,  381,  384. 
390,  399,  403,  419,  431,  455,  457,  473,  486,  533,  541, 
544,  555,  557,  581,  591.  592,  594,  597-599,  002,  008- 
610,  613,  615,  616,  618,  619.  029.  653-656,  709,  712, 
722,  757,  774,  SOI,  802,  858,  867.  874.  898,  916,  973, 
1009,1010, 1012, 1019,  1072,1075,  1115.  1120.  1121. 
ilulford,  J.  E.,  assigned  to  duty  witli,  141. 
Personal  tlianks  to  E.  Ould.  659,  683. 
Eecords  relating  to  exchange,  874. 
Relieved  from  duty,  757,  874. 
Meridian  Expedition.    Feb.  3-Mar.  6, 1864, 

Prisoners  of  war,  1082, 1109. 
Merlon,  Xathanlel. 
Correspondence : 
Desellem,  F.  N.,  665. 
Hines,  T.  H,,729. 
Loving,  S..  668. 
ilason,  J.  S.,  669,  671.  ' ,    , 


Merlon,  Xathanlel — Continued. 

Correspondence : 
Ohio.  Governor  of,  420,  665, 667, 730. 
Ohio  State  Journal,  Editors  of,  730. 
Walla<-e,  W.,071. 

Escape  of  J.  H.  Morgan  and  others,  676,  677. 

Mentioned,  376,  420.  668,  670-678, 724,  729,  734. 

Subsistence,  Ohio  penitentiary,  963. 
Metcalf,  X.  W.,  1016, 1023. 
Metzger,  Mcholas  L.,  622,  624. 
.Wlohle,  Thomas  .). 

Correspondence,  Vr,ar  Department,  C,  S.,  317. 

-Mentioned,  317. 
Michlean.  V.  S.  S.,  232,  333,  ,368,  385,  386,  396,  401,  415, 

418,  435,  448,  449,  490,  491,  495,  635. 
Michigan  Troops. 

Infantry— /i('i/t//tc7i(«:    1st  Sharpshooters,  372, 
461.034.661,850. 
Michler.  Nathaniel,  343,344. 
Middle  Department  (U.). 

llnliTs,  G.niTal,  .leries  1863:  Xo.  42,  106. 

Onb'rs,  Speci.al.  series  1863:   Xo.  1!)7.  138. 

Prisoners  of  war,  13.'<. 
Mifflin,  I'orf,  Pa. 

Ac-<iirniMii(latioiis  for  prisoners.  689,690. 
Miles.  K.  T. 

Cornspoiidpnre,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
enils  Ottiie,  C.  .s.  A.,  1091. 
Miles,  \y.  p.,  145. 
Militar>'  Commissions. 

Arme.sy,  T.  D..  708,  709. 

Davis,  D.,  708,  709. 

Ex.aminalion  of  records  by  Confederates,  30,  31. 

Mitijr.ition  or  remission  of  sentence,  1027. 
Military  Operations. 

Publication  of  information,  110, 115. 
Military  Tribunals. 

?:xamination  of  records  by  Confederates,  30,  31. 

ilitigation  or  remission  of  sentence,  1027. 
Militia. 

Exchange,    treatment,  etc.,   held  as  prisoners, 
37.1,403.914. 
Miller,  (ieorire  >IcC.,  580. 
Miller,  .lohn  P..  832. 
Miller,  M.  H. 

Correspondence.    See  Christian  Commisaion. 
Miller,  Samuel  .*.,  1048. 
Milllgran.  .lohn  Thomas,  14. 
Millson,  .John  S. 

Correspontlence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  157. 
-Milroy,  Robert  H.,  39. 69.  72, 88, 302,  380,  381, 630. 
Milroy,  Robert  H.,  Mrs.,  09. 
Minnesota.  XJ.  S.  S.,  94,469. 
Minnesota. 

Arrest,  etc.,  of  soldiers,  9th  Eegimcnt,  994. 
Minnesota  Troops. 

lufauXTj— Regiments  :  0th,  994. 
Minor.  Oscar. 

Correspondence.    See  Nathaniel  C.  McLean. 
Minor,  William. 

Corres])ondence.  ,J.  A.  Dii,  27. 
Mississippi. 

Arrests  of  citizens,  1104. 

Operations  in.    See — 

Criersons  Raid.     Apr.  17-May  3,  ISOS. 
.fackson  Ca  nipair/n.     July  o--25.  lSfj:J. 
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MlsslsBippi— Continued. 

Operations  in.    See — 
Meridian  Expedition.     Feb.  S-Mar.  C.  ISM. 
Ticksburg.     Operations.  Jan.  iO-July  4.  ISO.;, 
lazno  rasa  Expedition.    May  10-iS.  IS«3. 
JfiRHisBlppl  State  Troops. 
Captured,  July  4,  1863.  and  paroled  at  \  icks- 
Ijurg,  229. 
Mississippi  Troops  (C). 
Artillery,  Light^CaderiM:  Pettus  Flyine,  430. 
Artillery.    Lighi^Regi'nenta:    1st  (Batteries), 

L,  618. 
In|-iintry-;?e7im«lU:   4th. 387. 388;  Sr.th,  401h, 
280;  46th,  387,388. 
Mississippi  and  East  Louisiuna,  Bepl.  of  (V.). 
Or<lers,  Circulars,  series  1864:  .Ian.  II.  832. 
Missouri. 

li.lnishment  of  certain  females,  381. 

Confederate  sympathizers,  24.i. 

Operations  in.   See  neepwaterToitnship.  .If air. 

Mar.  27,  1SC4. 
Slaves,  209-211. 
Missouri,  Ilepartment  of  the  (C). 
Examination  of  state  prLsuners,  027,  628,  CM. 


Pris 


1  of 


,  196. 


Missouri  Troops  (C). 
Artillery,     Li-xht-Balteriet :     (luibor's,    280; 
Landi8-,280;  Lowe's,  280;  Saint  I.ouis, 280; 
Wade's,  280. 
Cavalry— KfjimeiKj.-  Ist,  2(1,  Sd,  .jth.Oth,  2.H0; 
11th,  406. 
Mitchel,  Ormshy  M.,  459,529,586,831. 
Mitchell,  Washineton,  912,922. 
Mittcrmaier,  Karl.).  A.,  870. 
.Hitzel.  .llexander  von,  96i'.. 

Mohilc  (.\la.)  Daily  .Idvertiser  and  liexister,  809. 
Mohler,  .lames  H.,  539. 
Molineux,  Edward  L. 
f'ommissioner  of  Exchaniio.  750. 
Correspondence ; 
Bowen,  J.,  696,  762. 
Franklin,  W.  B.,  697,  700,  77!!, 
Green,  T..  084.  686,  710,  713, 720,  750. 
Levy,  W.  il.,  698-700,706,715,749,750,989. 
Mentioned,  699,  735,  750,  818. 1094. 
Monfort,  Isaac  W. 
I     Correspondence,  R,  Gold,  527. 
Mentioned.  533.  910. 
Monitor,  Steamer,  55. 
Monroe,  Hu^h,  603. 
Monroe,  .lames,  801. 
Monroe,  .lohn  T.,  137,246,247. 
Montague,  Edgar  B. 

Correspondence,  A.  Elzey,  1023. 
Monterey,  W.  P.,  225. 
Montgomery,  James,  123. 
Montgomery,  Milton. 

Correspondence,  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  '222, 
Mood,  James  R.,  187. 
Moody,  B.  A. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  788,  789. 
Moody,  George  V.,  1016.  lo23. 1112.5. 
Moody,  Silas,  856, 1068.  1069. 
Moon,  Jesse  W. 

Escape  of  J.  H.  Morgan  and  others,  073. 
Mentioned,  669-673,  675,  677,  725,  728,  729. 


Moore,  Mrs.  776. 
Moore,  Edward,  936. 
Moore,  (ieorge,  747. 
Moore,  John  ('..  113,  173,  280,  206. 
Moore,  Laban  T.,  19. 
Moore,  Samuel  P. 
Correspondence.    SeeSunj.  Gen.' s Office,  C.S.A. 
Mentioned,  181,191,1084. 
Moore,  T.  V.,705. 
Moore,  Thomas  0.,  22. 
Moorhead,  James  K.,  107, 108. 
Mooring,  C.  P. 
Mentioned,  765,  767,  768. 
Treatment  of  prisoners,  764-767. 
Moorman,  (ieorge,  234. 
Morehead,  J.  fliiyton,  26, 03, 128. 
Morel,  L;iwyer,  9. 
Morflt,  ( laronce. 
Corresponilonce: 
Carrington,  I.  H.,4.'>0. 
Winder,  J.  H.,  777. 
Mentioned,  201,  469,  470,  507-500. 777. 
Morgan,  Mrs., 008. 
Morgan,  Calvin  C.  734.  998. 
Morgan,  Edwin  D. 
Correspondence: 
Hitchcock,  n..  605. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  004. 
Morgan,  John  H. 
Corrt'spondcnce ; 

Bumsidc,  A.  E.,  158,  496. 
Duke,  B.W.,  408. 
Mason.  J.  S.,  408,  448,  461,  495.  496. 
War  Departm^t.  C.  S.,  841. 
War  Department,  V.  S.,  495. 
Escape  from  Ohio  penitentiary,  588.  .'89,  006.  626, 

C32,  644,  649,  605-678,  723-734. 
Mentioned,  141, 151. 1,53,  156,  160,  102,  166,  180,  195, 
197,  200,  201,  229,  230,  237,  250,  268,  277,  2S3,  303, 
33o!  338,  347.  349.  357.  374-376.  390,  404,  419-422, 
431,  479.  495,  510.  588,  589,  601,  005,  006,  626,  632, 
044!  048,  649,  651,  055,  656.  662,  604-067.  669-672, 
674-677,  684,  723-73U,  732. 733,  740,  804,  841,  849, 
980, 1023, 1037, 1074, 1C84, 
Morgan,  Richard  C. 
Correspondence,  S.  C.  WarGeld,  731. 
Mentioned.  666, 726,  727, 1037. 
Morgan,  Robert!'.,  158. 
Morean.  T.  S.,  071. 
Morgan's  lUid.    July  2-26, 1863. 

Pri.soniT3  of  war,  151.  153,  156-100,  102,  163,  166, 
174,  240,  324,  330,  332,  333,  335-338,  347,  374-376, 
387,  404,  408,  403,  419-422.  445.  448.  401,  478. 479, 
495,  406.  409,  5S8.  589.  0115,  COO,  626,  032,  636, 637, 
638,  640,  644,  649,  662-673.  684-680,  723-734,  758, 
773,  815,  816.  819.  830,  841,  842,  860.  801,  888,  920, 
947,  948,  953,  902,  963,  986,  998,  1001,  1016,  1017, 
102'3,  1025,  1026,  1028.  1036,  1037,  1055.  1074, 
1076.  1094. 
Mornins  Light,  C.  S.Ship. 

Mentioned,  399,  433,  451.  461,  493. 
Prisoners  of  ivar,  399.  400,  433,  451.  461,  493,  494. 
Morrill,  Lot  M. 


.  Abrah! 
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XorriH,  James  R. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  48, 56. 64. 
Uorris,  >IoTiroe,  447. 
Morris,  Robort,  242, 284.  387. 
Morris,  William  W. 
Correspondence ; 
Adjutant-General'3  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  135. 
Andrews,  E.W.,  jr.,  255. 
Hodman,  W..  158,  242,  287. 
Scbenck,  K.  C,  103,  240,  241. 
War  Department,  TT.  S..  215. 
Mentioned.  144.  349,  353. 
Morris  Island,  S.  C. 
Operations.  July  10-Sept.  7,  1803.     Prisonera  of 

war.  123-125,  132,  134,  135,  147,  187,  188,  213. 
Proposed  camp  for  Union  priaonera,  124, 129. 
Morton,  Oliver  P. 
Correspondence.    See  Indiana^  Governor  of. 
ilentioued,  20,  143,103. 
Morton,  Robert,  447. 
Morton,  Miss. 
Paroled  i)risoner3.  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson, 


219. 


Morton,  (amp,  Ind. 

Clothing  for  prisoners,  713. 

Escape  of  prisoners,  1043, 1044. 

Hospital,  122,  123,  992. 

Indulgeuce.s  to  Confederate  prisoners,  162, 103. 

Inspections,  332,  333,  404,  424-428,  499,  661,  664, 

758,  773,  878-880. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  122,  123,  195,  424-426, 
442,  443,  445,  446,  492,  493,  661,  064,  739,  740, 
1046,  1047. 
Removal  of  Confederate  prisoners,  3. 19,  20. 
Shooting  of  prisoners,  884,  885.  911,912.941,942, 

946,  947. 
Smallpox,  992. 
Streight's  brigade,  143, 144. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  625.  049,  050,  1014, 1015. 
Slosby,  John  S.,  431. 
Mosely,  B.  F.,  459,  569.  719. 
Moxlcy,  MarccUus  K.,  SJ8. 938,  940, 1022. 
Mudce,  George,  941. 
Mulford,  John  E. 
Assignments,  141. 
Correspondence : 
Butler,  B.  F..  943. 
Chamberlain,  S.E.,  594. 
Meredith,  S.  A.,  512. 

Ould,  R..  133, 137,  709,  770,  906,  916,  921,  995. 
War  Department.  C.  S..  141. 109. 
Mentioned,  23.  26,  27.  40.  126,  129.  13(1.  152,  342,  429. 
511,  592-594.  058.  696,  754.  709,  770.  922,  978,  979, 
996. 1035. 
Muller,  0.  «'. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  794.  795. 
Muuden,  William  J. 
Correspondence,  B.  F.  Cutler,  877. 
Mentioned,  1123-1130. 

South  ilills  and  Camden  Court-House  (X.  C.) 
cxpeditiou,  Dec.  5-24,  18113.  1129,  1130. 
Munden,  William  J.,  Mrs..  847.  877, 1128-1130. 
Munro,  D.  D. 
Assignments,  543. 
Mentioned.  543. 
Murdocit,  fieorere  H. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas.  111.,  931. 


Murrah,  Pendleton,  561, 1078, 1096. 
Murray,  Edward,  Lieut.  Col.,  255. 
Murray,  Edward,  Private,  938. 
Murray,  John  M.,  62. 
Murray,  Robert,  94. 
Mussey,  '.V.  H.,  110,143. 
Myers,  \.  L.,  368. 
Myers,  W.  B. 

Correspondence.     See  Samuel  Jones. 
Myers,  W.  W. 
Mentioned,  347,  570,  625. 
Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  570—572. 
Myrtle  Street  Prison,  Mo. 

Inspections,  264,  332,  333,  404-406,  499,  758.  773, 

983.992,993,  1112,1113. 
Intercourse  with  and  sales  to  prisoners,  518.  519. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  264,  332,  333.  404-406, 
499,  758,  773,  980-983,  992,  993,  999,  1000,  1112, 
1113. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  040.  '         ' 

Xacc,  Robert  F.,  ,539, 1UI4, 1015. 
\ai;lee,  Henry  M. 
Correspondence: 
Gilbert,  E.  H.,  196. 

Judge- Advocate-General's  Offioo.ir.  S.  A.,  169. 
Mentioned,  169,  170. 
\ance,  J,  0. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chase.  0.,  1063. 
Nance,  William  F. 

Correspondence-     See  Rosirell  .S".  Ripley. 
Xapoleon  I,  864,  869.  870,  894, 
Xapolcon  HI,  894. 
Xashrille,  Tcnn. 

Inspections  of  prisons,  199.  002,  064,  758,  773,  1037, 

1044-1046. 
Shooting  of  prisoners  at  Exchange  Barracks  by 

guards,  650.  051. 
Smallpox,  1037.  1044-1046. 
Nashville  (Tenn.)  Union,  832. 
Nassau,  U.  S.  Consul. 
Correspondence  _: 
Brown.  O.H.,  171. 
.lobnson.  •^■.  H.,  171. 
Wilson,  W..  171. 
National  Intelligencer,  9.52, 10.'i8. 
Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence.  R.  Ould,  :i98. 
Navy  Department,  U.  S. 
Correspondence : 
Butler  E.  F..  1123. 
Hitchcock.  E.  A..894- 
Hoffmau,  W.,  23. 
Lee,  S.  P..  79,  84. 
War  Department,  U,  S..  77,  171,  399,947,978, 

1073, 
Webb,  W.  A.,  77. 
Neff,  R.  W.,921. 
Negroes. 
Acting  as  guides  for  Union  forces.  1053. 
Bares  case,  705. 
Butler's  plan  to  eB'ect  release,  528.  532-534,  556, 

<  '.aptured  in  arms,  17,  13,  21,  '22,  33,  47,  73,  115, 123- 
125,  132, 134,  135, 139,  140,  145,  146,  159,  169,  177, 
178,  1,^5,  137-189,  190,  198,  199,  226,  230,  244,  258, 
259,  238,  289,  312,  594-597,  608.  609.  616,  031,  048, 
393,  904.  905,  913,  9'24,  925.  9C0,  961, 1022.  1023. 
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Negroes— Continued. 
Condition  of  prisoners,  Charleston  (S.  C.)  jail. 

843. 
Crew  of  V.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  171. 172, 188. 
Demands  of  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  139, 
UO,  145, 148, 159, 169. 190,  193,  194, 202, 245, 246, 
1081. 
Depots  for  captured,  895,  913. 
Employment  aa  laborers,  353,  354,  895,  913. 
Fugitive  slaves,  210, 211. 
Kilpatrick's  expedition,  Feb.  2g-Mar.  4.  ISM, 

11153. 
Laborers  at  AndersonviUe,  Ga.,  965. 
Messages  and  proclamation  of  Jefferson  Davis 

139, 140, 145, 146. 
Policy  U.  S.  Government,  captured  slaves,  353 

354. 
Prisoners  sold  into  .slavery,  ■>4.  73. 
Reports  of  casualties,  colored  troops,  fi:i0,  631 

775.  776. 
Retidiation  order  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  163. 
Return  of  slaves  to  masters.  893,  913. 
Revaleon  and  Amos  case,  54. 
Servants  of  prisoners,  397, 393. 
Sick  and  -wounded  prisoners,  140. 187, 188. 
Status  of  slaves  in  Missouri,  209-211. 
Xellls,  Ozlas.  714. 
Nelson,  SamaeU  623. 
Xelson,  William,  838, 1090. 
Jfewbre,  Gay. 

Food  supply,  Cimp  Douglas,  m.,  931. 
New  Hampshire  Troops. 

Infantry— 7Jf<r»in«i<»-    "-d.    141.. Wl;    .">th,    141; 
12th,  141,381. 
Xew  Iberia,  La.,  Coramandinif  Officer  (C). 

Correspondence,  N.  P.  Banks,  367. 
Nenman,  William  W.,  1048. 
New  Orleans  (La.)  Era.  203,204. 
Newspapers. 
Correspondents  in  captivity,  39,  72, 183, 184,  232, 
238,  657,  697,  698,  737,749,773,  814.  822,  917, 1035. 
Exchange  of  files  by  agents  of  exchange.  182, 183. 
Publication  of  proposed  exchanges.  1038. 1039. 
Publishing  information  of  army  operations,  UO, 
115. 
New  York,  Steamer,  55, 120, 129, 130, 135, 152. 347. 474, 

475,  512,  536,  592,  755. 
New  York,  (iovemor  of. 

Correspondence,  Gov.  of  Xorth  Carolina.  8.59. 
New  York  Daily  News,  1129. 
New  York  Herald,  100, 101. 218, 223. 
New  York  Times. 
Causes,  suspension  of  exchange,  594-600,  615- 

618. 
Mentioned,  603,  617.802. 
New  York  Troops. 
Infantry- iJejiintnfj ;    6.-.th,    B7th,    841;    70th 
(J/iii(ia),101i  l-23d,  841. 
Nichols,  .Vylett,  349,  looO. 
Mchols,  David,  447,487. 
Nicholson,  Colonel,  384. 
Nicholson,  Mary,  133. 
Nicolay,  John  G. 

Correspondence.     See  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Xoble,  Warren  P. 
Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln.  48,  56,  64 


Norcross,  F.  M. 

Detailed,  recruitment  of  prisoners  of  war,  826, 

Mentioned,  826. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Inspection  of  city  jad,  196, 197. 
Norfolk,  Fort,  Ta. 

Complaints  of  ill-treatment,  03. 

Inspections,  20, 196, 197, 

Management,  needs,  etc.,  20,  39,  40, 53,  59, 196, 197, 

Overcrowded  condition,  189. 
.North  Carolina. 

Execution  of   prisoners,  2d  Fnion  Regiment, 
943,  947,  962,  973,  993-995,  1006, 1007, 1095. 

Operations  in.     See — 
Arrow  and  Emily,  Steamers.     Capture,  May 

2',,  isas. 

Caviden   Courtnouse  and  South  llillt.     J-^- 
pedition,  Dec.  5--'4.  I«-I. 
Supplies  for  prisoners  ..f  nv.i.-,  172.820,859,876, 
914,  974,  975. 
North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 
Correspondence: 
Andrea,  T.,  820. 
Xew  York,  Governor  of.  8.39. 
Ould,  R.,  776,  842,  859,  S76. 
North  Carolina  Troops  (C). 

Infantry-iffjimenf.!.-  G2d,  64th,  797,798;  6Sth* 
(Zrin((m),  847, 1129. 
North  Carolina  Troops  (U.). 

Infantry -AV-;i-«-.(»:  2d,  943,  947,  962,  973,  994. 
Northcott,  Roberts.,  977.978. 
Northern  Mississippi,  Coradtr.  Officer,  C.  S.  Army. 

Correspondence.  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  401. 
Northrop,  Lucius  B. 
Correspondence.    ^eeSubtri^itence  Dept.,  C.  S.  .1. 
Mentioned,  439,  456,  497,  821,  822, 950-952. 
Northrup  A  Co.,  542. 
Norton,  P.  N.,  437,  866. 
Nugent,  Washington  G.,  517. 
Nunn,  J.  R. 
Correspondence : 
1  Imboden,J.D.,1120. 

i  Virginia,  Governor  of,  1119. 

Nurses. 

Exchange,  treatment,  etc.,  2S5,  286,  304. 
Nutt,  Martin  L.,  1005. 
Oakes,  James. 
I       Correspondence,  Prov.  Mar.  Gen.,  T.  S.  A..  2d7. 
Oaths  of  Allegiance. 

Amnesty  proclamation,  Dec.  8, 1863,  705. 
Citizens,  175. 

Confederate  deserters.  91. 
Conscripts,  157. 

Foreigners  received  through  lines.  83. 
MaryTand  electors,  584,  603,  607,  026. 
Prisoners  of  war,  14,  31,  91, 103, 173, 177, 178, 186, 
190,  206-208,  212.  227,  228, 240,  242,  243,  236.  295, 
319,  320.  351.  356.  357,  394,  395,  823.  903,  954. 
O'Brien,  D.,  813,817. 
Ochiltree,  Thomas  P.,  4*4. 
O'Ferrall,  Charles  T..  1119, 1120. 
Officers. 
Captured,  of  colored  troops,  17,  18,  21,  22,  33,47, 
73  115,  182,  185, 187,  188,  196,  198, 199,  213,  226, 
230,  244, 248,  258,  259,  261,  349,  594-597,  608,  609, 
016,631.648.  


"  Sometimes  called  6Cth. 
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Officers — Con  tinned. 

Close  confinement  or  in  irons.  See  Prisoners  of 
War. 

Confined  in  Texas,  1034. 

Confinement  at  Johnson's  Island,  93. 

Escaped,  Libby  Prison,  953,  966,  980. 

Exchange  of,  for  specific  equivalents,  2G,  27, 130- 
132,  1G7,  173.  214, 220,  }30,  349,  531. 

Exchange  of,  suspended,  63,  09,  70, 105,  383. 

Experimental  otfer  to  exchange,  973-980,  989,  997. 

Kilpatricli'3  expedition,  Feb.  28-l£ar.  4,  1864, 
1025,  1034,  1035. 

Lists  of.  held  in  confinement,  200,  267,  290,  358, 
774,  775. 

Meetingof,  riept.  18, 1803,  Libby  Prison,  301-303. 

Messages  and  proclamatiou  of  ifefferson  Davis, 
89,  90. 

Morgan's  command,  153,  156-100, 100, 174,  240,  .324, 
330,  332,  333,  335,  336,  338,  347,  374-370,  387,  404, 
408,  409,  419-422,  445,  448,  401,  478,  479,  495,  490, 
499,  588,  569,  605,  606,  026,  032,  636,  640,  644,  049, 
662-678,  684-080,  723-734,  738,  773,  315. 818,  819, 
830,  841,  842,  888,  920,  947,  948,  953,  962, 903,  986, 
998, 1001, 1016,  1017, 1023,  1025,  1026,  1028,  1029, 
1055,  1074,  1076. 

Negotiations  for  release  or  exchange,  47,  48. 

Port  Hudson  (La.)  prisoners  surrendered  July 
8,  1863,  355,  300, 363,  307,  387, 388,  403,  404,  419, 
441,  442,  599,  001,  009,  010,  647,  648. 

Purchases  of  clothing,  161. 

Release  on  parole,  102, 103, 107, 108. 

Eemain.s  of  deceased,  284,  386,  387,  501,  513,  524- 
526,  923. 

Servants  of  prisoners,  397,  398. 

Sick  and  wouuded,  1055-1057. 1071, 1072. 

Special  exchanges,  239.  200,  266.  280,  234-287,  293, 

315,  501,  520,  550,  531,  714,  715,  717,  803,  839,  871, 
894,  898,  899,  904,  910,  916,  919,  924,  945,  940,  990, 
991,  995,  998,  1005,  1015,  1016,1023,1025,1036, 
1037,  1094.1122,  1123. 

Streight's  command,  33,  82,  90, 139, 160, 160,  185, 
198,  199.  226,  237,  241,  242,  267,  268,  303,  304,  347, 
349,  357,  361,  362,  375,  414,  415,  456,  457,  495.  496, 
307-509,  610,  034,  807,  808,  842. 

Transfers  of  Confederate,  13,  119,  136-153,  265, 
815.  340.  861,  875,  870, 1076. 

Yiclisburg  prisoners  surrendered  Juiy  4,  1803, 
113, 116,  125, 136-138,  151,  152,  219,  234,  241,  273, 
279,  280,  236,  287,  295-297,  300,  303,  311-313,  315, 

316,  322,  327,  331-335,  346,  347,  350,  357,  358,  360, 
387,  383,  403,  404,  419,  426,  441,  442,  453,  454,  599, 
010,  611,  G15.  037,  047,  648,  637,  694,  695,  920,  945. 

O'.iio. 
Citizens  captured  and  heldasprisoners,  202,  220. 

227,  304,  305. 
Operations  in.    See  Morgan's  Raid. 
Resolutions,   etc.,    of  Democratic  Convention, 
ITallandigham's  arrest,  48-53,  56-39,  64-On. 
Ohio,  .trmy  of  the  (U.). 
Orders,  General  Field,  scries  1803:  Xo.  2,  201. 
Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1863:  Xo.  C9,  408. 
Ohio,  Department  of  the  lU.). 
Orders,  aeries  1863 :  .Vui;.  2,  668. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  Xo.  99,  13:  \o. 

126,  190;  Xo.  144,  257;  Xo.  102,  319. 
Prisoners  of  war,  60. 


Ohio,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence: 
Bnmsido,  A.  E.,  153. 
Gibson,  H.,  684. 
Heintzelman,  S.  P.,  1023. 
Holfmau.  B.  F.,  005. 
Hofl'man,  W.,  264,  495,  685,  986,  lOOL 
Lincoln.  Abraham,  16. 
llerion,  X..  420,  665,  607,  730. 
Wallace,  W.,  734. 
■War  Department,  U.  S.,  402,  415,  588,  589,  606, 

020,  632,  643,  649. 
Wright,  G.  B.,  605. 
Oliio  Penitentiary. 
Abortive  efi'orts  of  prisoners  to  escape,  986, 1001. 
Escape  of  Morgan  and  others,  588,  539,  606,  626, 

632,  644,  649,  605-678,  723-734. 
Expenses  of  prisoners  of  war,  920,  902,  963. 
Indulgences  to  prisoners,  240. 
Inspections,  479.  499.  636,  662,  664, 753,  773,  819. 
Religious  reading  matter  for  prisoners,  947,  948, 

1029. 
Sales  to  prisoners.  1025, 1026, 1028. 
Supervision  and  control,  1016, 1017, 1023. 
Trade  with  sutlers.  040. 

Transferofprisoners  to  Fort  Delaware,  953, 1076. 
Ohio  State  .loiimal.  Editors  of. 
(-'(jrrespondence; 
Merion,^.,  730. 
Sparrow,  T.,  730. 
Wood,  J.  .1 .,  730. 
Ohio  Troops. 
Artillery,  llea.Ty—Re/;iments:  1st,  828. 
Artillery,  Light^Batterie.i:  24th,  828,  853. 
Cavalry— ./?f5rime7l(.s.-  12th,  043.  828,  833. 
Infantry— TJaHaiion*.-  HolTraan's,  364,328. 
Infantry— Kfjimfiifs;    Sil,  341,    370,     389,    428; 
7;th,  100;  S.Stll.  643,319;  128th,  353,  923. 
(»•  Kane,  Joseph,  497,  531. 
O'Kcefl'e,  Joseph,  1025. 
Old  Capitol  Prison. 
Smallpox,  850,  857. 

Transfer  of  pri.soners  to  Point  Lookout,  Md., 
839,  840. 
Oliver,  W.  .V.  Thomp. 

Mentioned,  764,  765,  767,  768. 
Treatment  of  prisoners,  764-767. 
O'Xeill,  John. 

Correspondence,  Alir.aham  Lincoln,  48,  36,  04. 
Orcutt,  Benjamin  F.,376. 
Ord,  Edward  0.  ('.,  1025. 
Orme,  William  W. 
A.ssignments.  709. 
Correspourlence: 
Adjutant-Generals  Office.  U.  S.  A.,  499. 
Hoffman,  W.,  773,  804,  811,  824,  860,  927.  975, 1014, 

1036,  1073. 
Rhines.  L.  C,  799. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  060. 
Whelan,  A.F.,793. 
M.'ntioned.635,  636,  038, 709,  903,  909,  929,  930,  1021, 
1066. 
Orrillion,  Oscar,  289. 
Otey.  John  M. 
Correspondence.     See  Q.  T.  Bf.auregard. 
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Otis,  Thomis. 

Mentioned.  765,  767,  768. 
Treatment  of  prisoners,  764-767. 
Ould,  Robert. 
Conference  with  Batler,  1082, 1111, 1121, 1122. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant    and    Inspector    General's    Office, 

C.S.  A.,  355,360,809. 
Alexander,  G.  W.,  432. 
Brown,  J.  il.,  825. 

Butler,  B.  F.,  533,  658,  683.  74«,  752,  754,  756,  757, 
771,  823,  824,  836-839,  874,  875. 891,  894,  906, 916- 
919,  921,  923,  924.  935,  945,  946,  955,  960,  986, 
1000,  1005,  1006,    1034,    1035,   1074,  1075,  1090, 
1106,1111,1121. 
Chambliss,  J.  R..841. 
Curell,  J.  R.,555. 
Davis.  H.  C,  213, 367. 
Davis,  Jefferson,  240,  891. 
Dow,  N.,  485. 
Farrar,  D.  S.,  942. 
Fulton,  C.  C,  541. 
Graham,  J.,  239. 
Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  208,  554,  768,  770,  859,  871,  872, 

884,906,916,956,971. 
Lee,  R.  E.,  317. 

Ludlow,  W.  H.,  11-13,  16-18,  20,  28,  29,  35,  40,  41, 
47.  55,  62,  63,  70-72,  81,  87,  90.  109.  113,  114,  116, 
120, 125, 127, 128,  130, 136-138,  151, 161,  167,  208, 
219,  246,  318,  340,  341,  358,  506, 615,  655-657,  915, 
1127. 
McDonald.  A.,  221. 

Meredith,  S.  A.,  159,  160.  166-168,  179-182,  191, 
202,  208, 219,  220,  225-227,  230,  232,  236-238,  249, 
250,  252, 265,  266,  276,  279,  284,  236,  287,  294,  295, 
303,  304,  313,  315,  322-325,  330,  333,  337-339,  347, 
352,  362,  364,  374,  386-388,  401,  416,  428-433,  438, 
441,  447,  450-455,  4o7,  401.  469,  471,  481,  501,  50.3- 
506,  513,  519,  520,  522,  524,  526,  537,  338,  544,  549, 
554,  590,  601,  637,  639,  655,  656,  659,  683,  686,  091. 
705,  714,  716,  719,  720,  735,  777,  915,  916. 
Monfort,  I.  W.,  527. 
Mulford.  J.E.,  133,  137.  769,  770,  908,  916,  921, 

995. 
Navy  Department,  C.  S.,  398. 
North  Carolina,  Governor  of,  776, 842,  859,  876. 
Polk,  L.,  687,  694.695. 
Preston,  J.  S.,  364.  1057. 
Sparrow.  E..717. 
Szymauaki.  I..  320. 
Thompson,  M.  J.,  310. 
Tyler,  R.  H..  362. 
Virginia.  Governor  of,  886. 
WaUace.  G.  B.,  872. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  35,  41,47,155,  275,278, 
331,  333,  502,  550,  654,  710,  777,  808,  810,  833,  868, 
876,  996,  1038,  1084,  1108, 1110. 
Watts,  N.  G..  367.  601.  | 

Winder,  J,  H:.,222,  244,  267,  294.  691,  735,  825,  841,    | 
962.  j 

Declines  to  receive  supplies  for  prisoners,  686. 

691,695,696. 
Henderson.  H.  A.  M..  assigned  as  assistant,  203. 
Instructions,  exchanges.  Trans-Mississippi,  320,   ; 
321,  555,  556.  I 


Ould,  Robert— Continued, 
ifentioued.  1. 11.10, 17,  21-24,  28,  32,  33,  69,  73,  79- 
81,84,85,90,  93,  94,  97,  109,  112.  118,120,  138, 
146,  153,  155,  164, 165,  167, 175,  179, 184,  185, 187, 
198,  199,  201,  203,  212.  213,  219,  226,  229,  230.  239, 
242,  252.  256,  267-269,  274.  277,  235,  286,  290,  293, 
295.  298,  300,  303.  304,  306,  307,  310,  313,  315,  317^ 
318,  321,  322,  329,  336,  337,  344,  347-349,  352,  357' 
358,  361,  362,  369-371,  381,  383,  384,  394,  400,  403^ 
404, 413, 420, 444,  455,  457,  465-468, 470-473,  486- 
488.  501,  503,513-515.  526,  533,  511,  551-554,  556, 
557.  559,  565,  566,  569,  570,  583,  590,  591,  596-600, 
602,  607-619,  625,  629,  631,  639,  647,  653,  658,  683, 
695.  705,  716,  717,  751,  763,  770,  771,  774,  775,  801, 
802,  808-810,  820.  833.  867,  873,  SSI,  886,  887, 897, 
914,  922,  926,  937,  944,  945,  952,  956-959,  970,  971, 
973,  974,  979,  984,  1009-1012,  1016,  1019,  1050, 
1057,  1072,  1075,  1079,  1082,  1107,  1109,  1114- 
1116,  1120,  1123. 
Personal  thanks  of  E.  A.  Hit<:hcock  and  S.  A. 

Meredith.  659,  683. 
Tabular  statement.  Union  paroles,  431. 
Transmits  correspondence  on  exchange,  etc., 
654-657. 
Owen,  Robert  A, 

Correapimdence,  J.  M.  T:,uttle.  1104. 
Owen.s,  N.  F.,  251. 
Owsley,  t'.  B.,  128. 135. 164. 
Paifc.  Charles  E.,  213,  248,  204. 
Painter,  John,  539, 
Pallen,  Montrose  \. 
Complaints,  ill-treatment  of  prisoners,  718,  746, 

747.758-761,778-800. 
(.'orroapondence,  War  Department,  U.  S..  718. 
Mentioned.  718.  746.  758.  759.  778.  ' 

Palmer,  Captain.  154. 
Palmer,  B.  Frank. 

Correspondence,  W.  Holinian.  1080. 
Palmer,  ().  S. 

Correspondence,  W.  HoHniaii.  61, 
Palmer,  Innls  \. 
Correspondence,  V:  E.  I'ickott,  936,  904,  994. 
Mentioned.  993.  1003. 
Palmer,  .John  D, 
Mentioned.  765, 707,  768. 
Treatment  of  prisoners,  764-767. 
Palmetto  State,  C.S.  S,,  15. 
Parker,  A.  .S.,  62. 
Parker,  V..  Charles.  946. 
Parker,  Edward  (i. 

Correspondence,  J.  H.  Martindale,  37. 
Mentioned.  25. 
Parker.  Ely  S. 

Correspondence.    See  U.  A".  Orant. 
Parker,  William,  311. 
Paroled  Prisoners. 
Assembling  in  North  Carolina  mountains  siig. 
gested. 195. 


Brashear  City,  La..  Ju 
223,  224,  247-249.  308. 
Cliickaniauga  campaign.  335 
Circular  of  L,  Polk,  542, 
Citizens  of  Vicksburg,  Miss 
Duties  of  otficers.  Conscript] 
1078. 


23.  1863,  203,  204,  200, 


L  Bureau, C.S.  A., 
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INDEX. 


Parole  J  Prisoners— Continned.  ^^^  "  | 

Gettysburg  campaign,  179, 180, 185,  198,  199,  225,  j 
226,  313,  316,  331,  334,  344-346,  441,  445, 454. 

Grierson's  raid,  Apr.  17-May  2, 1863, 112, 119. 

Instructions  respectinj;,  809, 810, 1078.  j 

Jackson  (Miss.)  campaign,  July  5-25, 1863, 133. 

Pemberton,  J.  C,  assumes  command  at  Demop- 
oils,  Aia.,  157. 

Police  or  other  duty,  198.  206,  244,  257,  0J2,  679, 
CBO,  710,  711,  717,  832-834. 

Port  [Hudson,  La.,  May  il-July  8,  1863,  91,  104, 
147,  148, 155.  170,  184,  185,  203,  204,  209,  218.  219, 
232-234,  251,  273,  274,  299,  334, 335, 353,  360,  363, 
:167,  387,  388, 403,  404,  419,  441,  442,  454,  542,  543. 
558.  559,  599,  601,  609,  610,  647,  648,  808,  809,  824, 
1115,1116. 

Present  and  absent,  parole  camps  (U.),  Aug.  31, 
1863,  297,  298. 

Eendezvous,  157,  218,  219,  542,  543. 

Statistics.     See  Prisonert  of  War. 

Stoneman's  raid,  Apr.29-May  7, 1863, 112. 119. 

Subsistence,  20. 

Supervision  and  control,  91. 

rnion,  delivered  in  September.  1863,  400. 

Uoioa  paroles  claimed  as  valid  by  Confeder- 
ates, 430,  431,  471-473,  549,  550,  590,  591,  611, 
619,801,802. 

Vick,sbiirg,  Miss.,  Jan.  20-Jaly  4,  1863,  79,  92, 
93,  97,  111-113,  116,  122,  125,  129,  136-138,151, 
152,  155-157,  170,  198,  203,  204,  206,  207,  218,  219, 
224,  229,  232-234,  241,  251,  273,  274,  279,  280,  286, 
287,  295-297,  300,  303,  3U-313,  315,  316,  322,  327, 
331-335,  346,  347,  350,  357,  358,  360.  387,  388.  403, 
404,  419,  426,  441,  442,  453,  454,  503,  511,  522,  542, 
543,  557-559,  569,  587,  599,  610,  611,  615,  637,  646- 
648,  687,  694,  695,  710.  711,  717,  809, 920,  945,  989, 
990.  1024,1025,1115,1116. 

Wy  tbeville,  Va.,  July  13-25, 1863,  364. 

Tazoo  River  expedition.  May  20-23,  1863;  23,  24, 
112, 119. 
Paroles. 

Confederate  officers,  102, 103, 107, 108. 

Duke,  B."W.,  888,  953. 

Electors  of  Maryland,  584,  603,  607,  628. 

Gettysburg  campaign  prisoners,  77-79,  95,  96. 

Instructions  respecting,  21.  23.  24,  60,  63,  78,  79, 
85.  90.  114,  119,  120,  179,  180,185,  198,199,466- 
468,  481,  482,  504-507,  537. 

Medical  officers,  Chickamauga  campaign,  335, 
336. 

Non-combatants,  868, 942, 1057. 

Propositions  respecting,  225,  226,  230,  237,  265, 
266,  276,  278,  334,  339,  340. 

Suspended  in  Trans-Mississippi,  283. 
riiautborized,  105, 163,  164,  203,  204,  209. 
Union,  claimed  as  valid  by  Coufederatcs,  430, 
431,  471-473,  549,  550,  590,  591,  611,  619,  801,  802. 
Vicksburg  prisoners  refusing,  152, 153. 
Violating  cartel  inoperative,  60,  63,  77-79,  .S5,  90, 
97,  111,  167, 168,  260.  261,  317,  364,  367. 
Parrott.  Jacob. 

Correspondence,  War  Dept.,  U.  S.,  529, 586. 
Parsons.  Jolin  E. 
Parole  exacted    by   Confederates,  Gettysbiiri: 
campaign.  345. 
Parsons,  Xatlianiel  H.,  1005. 


Partisan  Rangers. 

Exchange,  treatment,  etc.,  1, 2, 401, 402, 487. 
Parton,  James,  15. 
Partridge,  Jasper,  832. 
Pasters,  N. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  784. 
Patrick,  Marsena  R.,  102, 126, 127,  410. 
Patterson,  J.  X. 
Mentioned.  649, 972, 1100. 

Shooting   of  prisoners.    Point  Lookout,  Md., 
1100,1101. 
Patterson.  M.  E. 

Correspondence,  L.  D.  IngersoU,  469. 
Patterson,  B.,  921, 943. 
Patton,  Georc:e  S, 
Correspondence : 
Jone.s,  S..895. 
Scammon,  E.  P.,  875. 
Patton,  0.  . v.,  808. 
Paul.  W.  B. 

Correspondence,  R.  B.  Winder.  1015. 
Paxton,  .lolin  C,  262. 

Payne,  Lewis  S.,  197.  ^.    ,  i        ,      . 

Peck,  .\lfred,  696,  989,  1024. 
Peck,  John  J. 
Correspondence ; 
Butler,  B.F.,  962, 1006. 

Pickett.  G.  E.,  943.  917.  962,  973,  994, 1006, 1095. 
Mentioned.  962,  993,  994,  1006.  1095. 
Peebles,  B.  S.  J. 
Deaths  in  Richmond  ( Va.)  hospitals,  September, 
1862.  to  February.  1864, 1052. 
Peebles,  Richard  Rogers. 
Correspondence,  D.  J .  Baldwin,  562,  563. 
Mentioned,  560-565, 1052, 1076,  1077. 
Pegram,  James  W. 

Correspondence.    See  John  H.  Winder. 
Pegrara,  .)ohn,  431. 
Peigliton.  Stark  A.  W.,  Mrs. 

Correspondence,  Jefferson  Davis,  188. 
Peirpoint,  Francis  H. 

Correspondence,  J.  Darr,.jr.,  10. 
Peiouze,  Louis  H.,  126, 130. 
Pemberton,  Jolln  C. 
Assi{;:nments,  157. 
Correspondence : 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.  s  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  232,  239. 
Davis.  Jefferson,  198,  206. 
Stevenson.  C.  L.,  206. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  138,  224. 
Mentioned,  108, 113, 157, 170,  219,  249,  3f  7,  431, 550, 

554,694. 
Relieved  from  command  of  paroled  prisoners, 
232.  2:;:j,  239. 
Pemberton"  s  Prison,  Ta. 

Inspections,  ,')44-547. 
Pendleton,  George  H. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  48,  56,  64. 
Pendleton.  George  Henry,  1090. 
Pendleton,  Tiiflnias  H.,  374. 
Pennsylvania. 

.irrcsta  nf  citizens,  28,  348.  349,  416,  417. 
1  tperntions  in.     See  Gettysburg  Campaign. 
Pennsylvania  Troops. 
Infantry — Regiments:  'J3d,  82d,  841. 
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Peronneaa,  W.  H. 

Correspondence,  R.  S.  Ripley,  132. 
Perry,  Alexander  J. 

Currespoudence,  Q.  M  Gen '3  (lffice,D'.S,A.,1020. 
Perry,  William,  168. 
PersinKer,  .Joseph  .4.,  318, 
Persons,  A.  W. 
Assignments,  993. 
Mentioned,  966.  993, 1041-1043, 1117. 
Persons.  Warren  B.,  1005. 
Petherbrid^e,  Joiin  B. 

ijorreapondence,  H.  D.  Torry,  900. 
Pettns,  Doctor,  795. 
Peyton,  L.  R.,  1097-1104.  UOfl. 
PhiUips,  Ony,  165. 
Phinter,  .Mary  B.,  955. 
Piatt,  Donn. 

Correspondence.    See  Robert  C.  Schenck. 
Pif  liett,  fieorge  E. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant    and    Inspector    General's    Office, 

C.  S.  A.,  962,  093.  1095. 
Butler,  B.  F.,1093. 
Palmer,  I.N.,  936.  964.  994. 
Pecli,  J.  J.,  943.  947,  962,  973,  994.  1006,  1095. 
Mentioned.  845,  846,  858,  962,  1006,  1038,  1093. 
Pickett,  W.  M.,  972,  973.  985. 
Plerrepont,  Kdwards,  961. 
Plerson,  Henry  L. 
Correspondence.    See  Janieg  Bowen. 
Mentioned,  542. 
PiersoD,  William  S. 
Correspondence: 
Amaclter,  O,  P.,  397. 
Ba.ssett,  I.  C.,903. 
Blacl£well,  Y.  H  ,  130. 
BrooliS.  L.  M.,  760. 
Clark,  A.M.,  829. 
Cos,  J.  D.,  491. 
Edwards..!.  N.,  130. 
Hewitt,  R.M.,  397. 

Hoffman.  W.,  161, 184,  192,  201.  214,  256,  322.  330, 
333.  351,  353,  308,  385,  391,  395-397, 401,  418,  422, 
427,  433,  435,  448, 477,  490,  491,  654.  709,  754,  7,58, 
815. 
Scovill,  E.  A.,400. 
Steednian.  I.  G.  W.,  397. 
Terry,  H.  D.,  851. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  402. 
Wilson,  J.  B.,  397. 
Woodbndge,  T.,  761. 
Mentioned,  364,  366,  369,  ,-)00,  521,  584,  636,  661,  718. 
827,  828,  841,  853,  861,  899,  901-903,  954. 
Pierson,  William  S.,  Mrs.,  478. 
Pike.  Albert,  17. 
PlUsbury,  Amos. 

Correspondence.  W.  Hoffman.  33. 
Plneree,  (ieorge  E.,  885. 
Piper,  John. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Dou-las,  111.,  931. 
Pittullo,  .Tames,  941. 
Piatt,  Edward  L.,  62. 
Pleasanton  (Prisoner),  412,413. 
Pleasonton.  Alfred,  126. 
Point  Lookout,  Hd. 
Allegheny  penitentiary  prisoners.  1055. 
Butler  and  Confederate  sergeants,  764-768. 


Point  Lookout,  Md. —Continued, 
Clothing  for  prisoners,  1020. 
Ci>mplaint3,  ill-treatment  ot  prisoners,  718. 
Depot  for  prisoners  of  war,  132, 133, 141,  142. 
Embraced  in  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  746. 
Inspections,  243,  575-581,  585,  586,  740^  745,  763,764. 
Interrogatories  to  prisoners,  823. 
Irregularities,  expenditure  of  prison  fund,  1116, 

1117. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  243,  368,  369,  390,  489, 
575-581,  585,  586,  644-646,  740-745,  753,  754, 763, 
764,  802. 
Orders.     See  SaiJit  Mary's  District  (  P.). 
Ready  for  occupancy,  183,  206,  214. 
Recruitment,  etc.  prisoners  of  war,  1090. 
Sanitary  Commission,  U.  S.,  mapections,  575-581, 

585,  586,  644,  645,  705,  706, 
Scurvy,  437,  489. 

Shooting  of  prisoners,  1097-1106. 
Sick  and  wounded  prisoners,  102. 
Smallpox,  422.  435,  637. 
Trade  with  sutlers.  625, 1014, 1015. 
Transfer  to,  of  Confederate  prisoners,  839,  840, 

1015,  1016,1033,  1034,1079. 
Visits  of  clergymen,  284, 363. 
Political  Prisoners. 
Baltimore  Police  Commissioners,  94,  99-101. 
Baltimore  Republican,  publishers,  919.  920. 
Close  continement  and  in  irons,  288. 
East  Tennessee,  Department  of  (C),  176. 
E.xchange,  treatment,  etc.,  28,  32,  130,  136,  146,15«, 

194,  215,  246,  247,  352, 413.  414,  625,  640,  990. 
Females,  149. 150. 
Foreigners,  163, 166,  410-413,  542. 
Instructions  to  S.  E.  Jones.  1019. 
Investigation  and  determination  of  cases,  30, 
116. 176,  432,  444,  447,  468,  492,  532,  627,  628,  640, 
823,  835,  862,  896,  897,  988,  989. 
Loaisiana,  137,  367. 
Maryland,  130, 136, 146, 156,  215. 
Moneys  and  other  property,  10,  861. 
Orders  of  War  Department,  C  S.,  896, 
Resolutions,  etc,  denouncing  arrests,  4-10. 48-53, 

56-59,  04-68. 
Shot  by  prison  guards,  410-413. 
Tennessee,  447. 1108. 
Te.tas,  560-565,  1052,  1076-1079,  1092,   1095-1097, 

1118,1119. 
Transfer  of,  to  Fort  Delaware,  277,  292. 
Transportation,  destitute  citizens  329,  330,  352. 
West  Virginia,  10,  160. 161. 
See  also — 

Citizens. 

Clement  L.  Vallandujha'tii. 
Polk,  Miss.  551,  709. 
Polk,  General,  C.  S.  Gun-boat,  161. 
Polk,  .lames  K.,  Mrs,  816. 
Polk,  Leonidas. 
Assumes  command  at  Enterprise,  ^liss.,  r42,  543, 
Circular  to  paroled  prisoners,  542. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant    and    Inspector    General's    Office, 

C.S.  A..  558,632,  679,  710. 
Leo,  S.  D..814. 
Loring,  W. 'W.,S13. 
Quid,  R.,  687.  694.  695. 
Surgeon-General's  Office,  C,  S.  A..  1125. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  717,  833. 
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FoUe,  Leonldas — Continued. 
■     Mentioned,  558, 694,  695, 809, 834. 
Polk,  Trnsten,  551, 709. 
Pool,  W.  G.,  1130. 
Poole,  Fred.  B.,  131. 
Pope,  John,  44. 

Pope,  William  L.,  855, 1060. 1065-1068. 
Porter,  Benjamin  H.,  705, 1073, 1123. 
Porter,  David  D.,  52.. 
Porter,  J.  B.,799. 
Porter,  Jolin  E.,  529, 586. 
Porter,  Peter  X. 
Correspondence : 
Hitchcocli,  E.  A.,534. 

Hoffman,  W.,  351,  353,  371,  427,  534,  543, 641,  720, 
906,  910, 1014, 1036, 1073. 
Mentioned,  639,  708. 
Porter,  W.  D. 
Correspondence : 
Array  Headquarters.  174. 
Hoffman,  W.,  196. 
Porterfleld  (Prisoner),  739. 
Port  Hudson,  la.    Siege,  May  21-July  8. 1863. 
Court  of  Inquiry,  177. 

Prisoners  surrendered  July  8,  1863,  91,  104,  147, 
148,  155,  170,  184,  185,  203,  204,  209,  218,  219, 
232-234,  251,  273,  274,  299,  334,  335,  355,  360,  363, 
367,  387,  388,  403.  404,  419,  441,  442,  454,  542,  543, 
058,  559,  599,  601,  609,  610,  647,  648,  808,  809,  824, 
1115,  1116. 
Port  Hudson,  La.,  Comniauding  Officer  (U.). 

Currespoudence,  E.  A.  Hitchcocit,  631. 
Portland  Harbor,  Me.  Descent  on,  Jun626-27, 1363. 

Prisoners  of  war,  55,  60,  83,  91,  355,  720. 
Portsmouth,  Va, 

Sliootiug  of  prisoner  at  pest-house,  1109, 1110. 
Post-OfHce  Department,  U.  .S. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  501, 521. 
Poten,  .lus,-ust  H. 
Correspondence : 
Abraham,  I.  M. ,  747. 
Hoffman,  W.,  427. 
Wallace,  W.,  854,  S55. 
Mentioned.  479,  747,  854,  89.',  1058, 1059, 1061,  1067. 
Potomac,  .irray  of  the  (C). 

Orders,  General,  series  1864:  \os.  6,  15,  842. 
Potter,  .loseph  .4. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  4,  206, 504. 
Mentioned,  463,  034. 
Powell  (Nurse),  187. 
Powell.  Hoses  A. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 
Powell,  William  H. 
Correspondeuce : 


.Jon 


261. 


Winder,  J.  H,.  205. 

Mentioned,  134, 220,  2: 

630,  714,  715,  803,  890,  916,  095. 
Powers,  Mr.,  973. 
Powers,  Frank  P. 

Correspondence,  J.  L.  Logan,  258,  259. 

Mentioned,  258,  259. 
Powers,  P.  L. 

Correspondence,  C.  B.  Fisk,  381. 
Pratt,  Charles  B. 

Correspondence,  S.  E.  Jones,  963. 

Mentioned,  437, 438, 865, 


:87,  349,  361,  502,  520, 


Pratt,  John  e.,  698, 737, 813-815, 817, 990. 
Pratt,  Thomas  fi.,  584,  603, 607, 626. 
Prentiss,  Bei^amin  )!.,  96. 
President,  C.  S.    See  Jefferson  Davit. 
President,  U.  S.    See  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Preston,  John  S. 
Correspondence : 
Dorman,  J.  B.,361. 
Farr.  G.  P.,  1057. 
Quid,  R.,  364, 1057. 
Mentioned,  147. 
Preston,  Walter. 
Correspondence : 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  821. 
Wynne,  R.H.,  751.  • 

Investigation,  food  supply  of  prisoners,  950-952. 
Mentioned.  822. 
Preston,  William,  7, 19, 567. 
Price,  Lewis,  650. 
Price,  Samuel,  934,  935. 
Price,  Sterling. 
Correspondence,  F.  Salomon,  222. 
Mentioned,  222,  310,  311. 
Prince,  Henry,  487. 
Priolean,  J.  Ford,  296. 
Prisoners  of  War. 
Amnesty    proclamation,  752,  753,  802,  803,  808, 

1113,1114. 
Anderson's  Cross- Roads,  Tenn.,  Oct.  2, 1863,  480, 

481. 
Arrow,  Steamer,  May  15,  1863,  756,  837. 
Artificial  limbs,  1080. 
Atlanta,  C.  S.  S.,  June  17,  1863,  77,  398,  399,  947, 

948, 1017, 1024, 1073. 
Baggage  of,  lost  en  route  to  Point  Lookout, 

1026. 
Captured  by  U.  S.  Navy,  23, 24. 
Captured  without  uniform,  241. 
Chattanooga-Ringgold  campaign,  569,  587,  589, 

632. 
Cluckamauga  campaign,  323,  326,  327,  335,  336, 

504, 511,  566-569,  862,  942. 1018. 
Close  confinement  or  in  irons,  1,  2,  33,  34,  37,  38, 
55,  62,  63.  09,  86, 127, 128, 134,  135, 153, 156-160, 
166,  174,  180,  205,  213,  229,  235-237,  240-242,  248, 
261,  262,  264.  265,  207,  268,  282,  283,  287,  288,  299, 
30.5, 306,  324,  330,  332,  333,  335,  336,  338,  347,  349, 
357-359.  368,  371,  374-376,  379,  380,  387,  394,  404, 
408,  409,  414,  416,  419-122,  426,  427,  445,  447,  448, 
450,  451.  45ft-461,  478,  479,  493-496,  499,  538-541, 
588,  589,  601,  602,  605.  606,  626,  632,  636,  640,  644, 
649,  662-686,  705,  708,  709, 714,  715,  719,  723-734, 
745,  758,  773,  808,  815,  816,  819,  825.  830,  837,  838, 
841,  842,  859.  860.  872,  888,  904,  905,  910,  920,  947, 
948,  953,  955,  902,  963,  973,  978,  979,  986,  987,  99S, 
1001,  1016,  1017,  1023,  1025,  l(i26,  1028,  1029, 
1034,  1055,  1073,  1074, 1076, 1123. 
Clothing.  98,  133,  i;i8,  144,  145,  149,  158,  184,  192, 
103,  200,  201,  214,  215,  218,  223,  235,  240,  257,  330, 
353,  354,  427,  428,  468,  484.  504,  626,  628,  629,  713, 
739,  740,  809,  810,  972,  1020, 1036, 1117. 
Colored  troops.  See  Xegroen. 
Complaints  of  ill-treatment,  77, 113, 114, 220, 221, 
241,  242,  249,  250.  267,  268,  278,  279,  293-295,301- 
:103,  438.  566-575,  601,  602,  604,  605,  611-614,  639, 
640,  651-653.  658,  684-686,  718,  720-723,  746,  747, 
758-761,  774,778-800,  901-903,  977,  978,  1013, 
1014,  1057,  1058, 1079. 
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Frinonerfi  ofWar— Contimied. 

Conleileratc,  captured  in  Union  uniforma,  842, 

912,913.922. 
Confederate,  from  Kentucky,  177. 
Confederate  citizens  in   C  .S.  service,  116-118, 

138,  139,991,1026. 
Cnnfe<lerate  currency,  proposilion-s.  483, 1080. 
Confederates  decline  to  receive    supplies    for 

prisoners,  686,  691,  695,  696. 
Conscripts,  157. 
Contributions  by  friends,  61,  184,  193,250,251, 

267,  -.'eS,  373,  289-292,  303-305,  309,  310.  324,  326, 

331,  353,  357,  431,  432,  499,  525,  526,  541,  534,  555, 

602,  628,  629.  649,  654.  824.  825,  894,  895.  906-908, 

954,  955,  962,  973-975,  983-985,  1027,  1036, 1038. 
Correspondence.  138. 
Cumberland,  Department  of  tbe  (U.),  896,  1000, 

1131. 
Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn..  Sept.  10.  1863,  280. 
Death  .sentences,  55,  369,  519. 
Declining   exchange.  28,  31,  177,  3.56,  357,  415,  427, 

840. 
Detectives,  employment  of,  to  obtain  iul'omia- 

tion,  893. 
Discharge  or  release,  415, 427. 
Effects  of  deceased,  243, 244.  504,  987. 
Emily,  Steamer,  May  15,  1863, 168,  238,  339,  756, 

837. 
Employment  as  clerks, 277. 
Enlistment  in  U.  S.  Xavy,  736,  811. 
Enlistment  in  U.  S.  service,  31,  178. 186,  356,  357, 

768,  808,  820,  823,  826.  842,  893, 1034, 1090. 
Exchanged  prisoners.  143. 144. 
Executions,  12,  114,  777,  802,  .■i42,  845-847,858,877, 

878,  883,  884,  943.  947.  962,  973,  993-995, 1006, 

1007, 1095,  1104, 1127-1130. 
Exposing,  to  enemy's  tire.  124, 139. 
Female,  89,  123,  967, 1052,  1055. 
Galveston.Tex.,  Jan.  1, 1863,  383,  399,  400,  433.  451, 

455,  461,  493,  494,  498,  499,  582. 
Gettysburg  campaign,  79.  95,  96,98,99,101-103, 

106-108,110,111,  151,154. 
Gulf,  Department  of  the  (U.),  128,  806. 
Held  as  pirates,  705,  835,  337,  838,  979. 
Helena,  Ark.,  July  4, 1863,  96,  310,  311. 
Indiana  raiders,  803. 

Indicted  and  tried  by  civil  lourta,  538-541. 
Investigation  by  Confederate  Congress  of  food 

supply,  751,  821,  822,  950-952,  964,  1020. 
Kansas  volunteers,  834,  835. 
Kilpatrick's  expedition,  Feb.  38-Mar.  4.  1864. 

1017,  1020,  1025,  1034,  1035.  1053. 
Laborers,  85, 389, 632,  803,864,868-871, 893,  894,  S96. 
Leviathan,  Tug,  Sept.  22, 1863,  36,8,  376. 
Maple  Leaf,  Steamer,  June  10, 1863,  70,  71,  90. 
Medical  attendance  and  supplies,  323. 
Meridian  expedition,  Feb.  3-Mar.  6,  1864.  1082, 

1109. 
Middle  Department  (T.),  138. 
Missouri,  Department  of  tbe  (T'.),  196. 
Molasses,  tea,  and  cotfee  ration,  754. 
Morgan's  raid,  July  2-26,  1863,   151,153,1.56-100. 

163.  103.  166, 174,  240,  324,  330,  332.  333,  335-,338, 

347.  374-376,  387,  404,  408.  409.  419-422.  445.  448. 

161,  479,  495.  496,  499.  588,  589,  605,  606,  626,  632. 
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Prisoners  of  "ffar— Continued. 

Morgan's  raid,  July  2-26,  1863— Continued. 

636-638,  640,  644,  049,  662-678,  684-686,  723- 
734,  758,  773,  815,  816,  819,  830,  841,  842.  860,  861, 
888,920,  947,  948.  953,  986,  998,  1001,  1016,  1017, 
1023,  1025,  1026,  1028,  1036,  1037,  1055,  1074, 
1076,  1094. 

.Morning  Light,  U.  S.  Ship.  399,  400,433,451.461, 
493.  494. 

Morris  Island,  S.  C,  July  lO-Sept.  7,  1863,123- 
135.  132,  134,  135,  147,  187,  183,  213. 

Mortality  reports.  12,  164,  328,  358,487,488,716, 
717,  774,  775. 

Murdered  by  captors,  202,  203,  224,  225,  228,  229, 
244,  247,  253-255,  2.58,  259,  309,  631,  923,  1016. 

Naval,  77,  355,  368,  376.  398-400.433,447,450,451, 
461,  487,  493,  494,  947,  973,  978,  979,  1017,  1024, 
1073,1123. 

Negroes.   See  Xeproes. 

North  Carolina,  172,  820,  859,  876,  914,  974,  975. 

Oathsof,illegiance,  14,31,  91,  103, 175,  177, 178,  186, 
190.  206-208.  212,  227,  228.  240,  242,  243, 256,  29^ 
319,  320.  351.  356,  357.  394,  395,  823.  903,  954. 

Parole  or  release,  102,  103, 107, 108. 

Police  and  other  duty,  138. 

Portland  Harbor,  Me.,  June  26-27, 1863,  55,  60,  83, 
91,  355,  720. 

Prisons  for  purposes  of  retaliation,  509,  524,  525. 

Punishment,  264. 

Railroad  raiders,  Georgia,  459,  460,  529,  530,  586, 
719,757. 

Ration  regulations,  1081. 

Reciprocal  attention  by  surgeons,  863,  871,872, 
876,  914,  952,  950-953. 

Regulations  governing,  138.  313. 

Retaliation  order  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  163, 

Selected  for  execution,  82.  87,  104.  107-109,  114, 
118,  122,  219,  350,  358,  362,  304,  484,  485,  488,  495, 
500,  515,  516,  522.  599,  648.  706,  927,  975.  976.  990. 
991,1127. 

Sentences  of  military  tribunals.  1027. 

.Servants  of  ofBcers.  397,  398. 

Shot  by  prison  guards.  34,  35, 156,  650,  651,  8M- 
856,  868,  884,  885,  892.  911.  91'2,  941,  942,  946,  947, 
1058-1071,  1073,  1097-1106,  1109-1111. 

Sick  and  wounded.  98.  99,  lO'J,  106,  110,  111,119, 
125.  135,  144,  146,  149.  151,  1,54,  158,  187,  188,  362, 
263,  323,  327.  335,  336.  474-476.  535,  566-,-.69,  581, 
582,  .592-594,  778,  830,  830,  862,  942,  1018,  1082, 
1109. 

Side-arms  and  other  property.  83,  121,  242, '267, 
268, 404.  414, 415,  419-422,  456,  457.  409,  470,  5o7- 
509, 536,  543,  544,  712,  740,  748, 777.  803,  804,  994, 
1054,  1093. 

Sraitli,  Isaac,  U.  S.  S.,  171.  172,  188. 

State  organizations  uot  actually  in  service.  37.8, 
403,  914. 

Streights  raid,  33,  73,  82,  90,  143,  144, 153,  159,  160, 
106,  185,  198,  199,  226,  241,  342.  267.  268.  303,  304, 
341,  347,  349,  .357.  361.  362.  375.  414.  415.  456,  457, 
469,  470,  495,  496,  507-509,  610,  684,  807,  808,  842. 

Subsistence,  20,  138.  456.  964,  1020. 

Sumter,  Fort,  Sept.  8-9.  1863,275. 

Supervision  and  control.  91,  313,  314,  1016,  liU7, 
1023. 
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Prisoners  of  War— Cootinued. 
S\ippliea  lor,  Irom  respective  Governments,  324, 

328,  329,  354,  384,  458,  459,  468,  485.  499,  503,  515, 

522-524,  526,  527,  534,  337,  538,  543.  552-554,  602, 

600,  007,  612-614,  625,  629,  631,  641-643,  847,  648, 

657,  658,  682,  683,  686,  691,  695,  696,  735,  851-853, 

863,  973-975. 
Supplies  for  Xorth  Carolina  prisoners,  172,  820, 

859,  876, 914, 974, 973. 
Tabular  stateraentsol'  e.xcljanged,  paroled,  etc. : 
Sept.  1-Dec.  28.  1863,  898,  899. 
Nov.  1, 1863,  619,  630. 
Teazer,  Cutter,  447,  487. 

Temporary  camps  or  prisons,  470,  471,  534,  535. 
Texana,  Bark,  June  10, 1863, 159, 168,  251-253,  307, 

a23-326,  337. 
Thompson's  Station,  Tenn.,  Mar.  5, 1863,  73,  89, 

113,114,163,219. 
Trade  with  sutlers,  625,  640,  641,  649,  650,  654,  686, 

687,  701,702,  706, 719,  774,  966,  967,  975,  984, 1014, 

1015, 1025,  1026, 1028. 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  278,  320, 321,  553, 

556,  559,  560. 
Transportation,  385,  586, 1027, 1028. 
Vegetables  included  in  supplies,  473,  489. 
Velocity,  V.  S.  Schooner,  399,  400,  433,  451,  4U1. 
Vicksblirg,  Miss..  Jan.  20-July  4, 1863, 79, 92,  93, 

97, 152,  153. 
See  also — 

Exchange,  Delivery,  etc.,  of  Prisoners. 

Paroled  Prisoners. 

Political  Prisoners. 
Prisons  or  Camps. 
Arming  guards  with  revolvers,  584,  585,  650. 
Morris  Island,  S.  C  124, 129. 
Proposed,  for  purposes  of  retaliation,  509,  524. 

Eocommcndatious  of  R.  E.  Lee,  438,  439,  455,  456. 
Selection,  etc.,  60,  141,  142,  438,  439,  455,  456,  558, 

6S7-890. 
Temporary,  for  prisoners  in  transit,  470,  471,  534, 

535. 
Visitors,  257,  955,  956, 961. 
Proctor,  .\lbert  E. 

Correspondence,  S.  A.  Meredith,  455. 
Provines,  John  A.,  1091. 
Provost-.Harshal-Geueral,  U.  S.  A. 
Correspondence : 
Butler,  B.  F.,  1090. 
Hill,  B.H.,  231. 
Hoffman,  W.,  257. 
Oakes,  J.,  257. 
Publication. 
Information  concerning  Army  operatious,  110, 
115. 
Puffer,  .llfred  F. 

Correspondence.     See  Benjamin  P.  Butler. 
Pugh,  (icorge  E.,  621. 
Pugh,  John  W.,  1000. 
Pullen,  Hamuel,  539. 
Punipllrey,  Lieutenant,  339. 
Puryear  (Prisoner),  378. 
Putnam,  J.  S. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hodman,  200. 


i^uartermaster-Generars  Offlce,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence: 
War  Department.  C.  S.,  201,  439. 
Winder,  J.  H.,  497. 
Subsistence  of  prisoners  of  war,  456,  964, 1020. 
(Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 
Correspondence; 
Army  Headquarters,  589,  632. 
Brooks,  L.M.,  521. 
Clark,  A.  M.,  1004. 
Crosman,  (i.  H.,  104. 

Hoffman,  W.,  144,  281,  314,  369,  468,  585,626, 1027. 
Ludlow,  W.H.,  55. 
Perry,  A.  J.,  1020. 
Raymond,  H.  J.,  893. 
Reynolds,  C.  A.,  115, 196,  281, 1003. 
Rucker,  D.  H.,  132. 
Schoepf,  A..88,  105. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  227,  314,  315. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  .\o.  11,  98. 
<juarterniaster's  Department,  C.  S.  .1. 
Investigation,  food  supply,  prisoners  of  war, 
751,  821,  822,  950-952,  904,  1020. 
((ueeu  of  the  West.  U.S.  S.,  431,750,822. 
(Jueen  Street  Hospital,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Condition  of  wounded  prisoners,  187, 188. 
Kadcliffe,  S.  J. 

Correspondence,  li.  A.  Vanderkieft,  475,  612. 
Bader,  John,  540. 
Ramsay,  George  D.,  717. 
Band  (Prisoner),  739. 
Randall,  Captain,  1013. 
Randall,  W.  S.  B.,  966. 
Randall,  William  H. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  III.,  931. 
Rawlins,  John  .V. 

Correspondence.    See  U.  S.  Grant. 
Raymond,  Henry  J. 
Correspondence ; 
Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  594,  615. 
Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U,  S.  A.,  393. 
Meulioned,  614. 
Read,  Charles  W.,  720. 
Read,  John  P.  W..  964. 
Read,  Samuel  B.  31. 

Correspondence,  H.  U.  Terry,  900. 
Ueand,  Victor. 
Correapoudeuce,  E.  ,J.  Fitzpatrick,  272. 
Mentioned, '270. 
Rebel. 

Use  of  word,  iu  uegotiatious,  etc.,  469, 
Ueber,  Thomas. 
Correspondence : 
McGrow,  W.  A. ,  856. 
Richardson,  W.  P.,  1068. 
Mentioned,  892, 1060. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.Camp  Chas6,0.,  1068,1069. 
Recruiting  Senice. 
Confederate,  within  Union  lines,  55, 128, 135, 164, 

180,  708,  709,  714. 
Enlistment  of  prisoners  of  war,  31, 178, 186,  356, 
357,  736,  768,  808,  811,  820,  823,  826,  842,  893, 
1034,  1090. 
Kegimeutal  organization  of  prisoners  of  war 
authorized,  1090. 


INDEX. 
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Recruiting  Scrrice — Continued. 

T'niun,  within  Confederate  lines,  116-118, 134. 
Redden.  T.  B. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  793. 
Reed,  Allen  V..  605. 
Reed,  Benjamin  C.  G..  998. 
Reed,  Duir  Green. 

Correspondence,  G.  H.  Thomas,  481. 

Mentioned,  481. 
Reese,  J.  H.,  651. 
Reeve,  John  J. 

Correspondence.    See  Carter  L.  ^teveimon. 
Keid.  Whitelaw. 

Correspondence,  W.  Iloffman,  183. 

Mentioned,  183. 
Renier,  Georje  C,  305. 
KendezTons. 

Paroled  prisoners,  157,  218,  219,  542,  543. 
RcTolyers. 

Prison  guards  to  be  armed  with,  584,  585,  650. 
Ren,  Frederick  A.,  1006. 
Reynolds,  Alexander  W.,  113, 195, 224,  280. 
Reynolds,  Iharles  A. 

Construction  of  depot  at  Rock  Island,  HI.,  115. 

</orreMpondence,    Quartermaster-General's    Of- 
fice, U.  H.  A.,  115,  196,  281,  1003. 

ilentioned,  938,  949,  1002. 
Reynolds,  William,  968. 
Rhinehart,  John,  539. 
Rhines,  Levant  C. 

Correspondence : 
Kentucky,  Governor  of,  378. 
Massken,  E.  S.,  779. 
Orme,  W.  ^.,799. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111.,  931. 

Mentioned,  778. 
Rhodes.  Thomas  J..  832. 
Rice,  J.  Marcus. 

Mentioned.  573. 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  573,  574. 
Rice.  John.  Steamer,  72. 
Richardson,  Mr«.,  1104. 
Richardson  (Prisoner).  1104. 

Richardson,  A.  D.,  59,  72,  183,  184,  232,  238,  6.57,  1035. 
Richardson,  liealo  H.,  919. 
Richardson,  Francis  A.,  919,920. 
Richardson,  R.  V.,  402. 
Richardson,  T.  G. 

Corresponden<-e.  IJ.  llragjx,  1048. 

Mentioned,  1084. 
Richardson,  Wiillam  P. 

Correspondence : 
Duke,  B.  W.,953. 
Fitzpatrick,  G.  W.,  1061. 
Hoffman,  W.,  947,  953,  962,966,  1014,  1020,  1036, 

1059,  1073,  1076. 
Keber,  T.,1068. 

Mentioned.  984,  1058, 1076. 
Richmond,  Va. 

Burrow's  proposed  visit,  801.  838,  839. 

Fulton's  proposed  visit,  002,  607.  716. 

Kilpatrick'a  expedition,  Feb.  28-Mar.  4.  18&4. 
Prisoners  of  war,  1017,  1020,  1025,1034,1035, 
1053. 
Richmond  (Ta.i  Dispatch,  62,69. 
Richmond  (Va.)  Enquirer,  13,  307,  316,  342,  594, 616, 
SOI. 


Kiclimnnd  ( V«.)  Examiner,  317, 572, 958. 
Richmond  Kxamincr.  Editor  of. 

Correspondence,  N.  Harrison,  318. 
Richmond  (Va.)  Prisons. 

Beef  supply,  439,  440,  456.  497,  498. 

Belle  Isle,  326,  331,  474-476,  482,  483,  530,  531,  544- 
547.  587,  588,  683. 

Clothing  issued  to  prisoners,  852,  853. 

Complaints  of  ill-treatment,  468,  482.  483,  485,  486, 
.530,531,536,569-575. 

Crew's,  544-547, 1110, 1111. 

Deaths  in  hospitals,  September,  1862,  Ut  Feijru- 
ary,  1864, 1052. 

Grant's  Factory,  322,  323. 

Hospitals,  546-548,  104S-1052,  1084-1089. 

Inspections,  544-548. 

Libby.  241,  242,  262,  263,  267,  268,  278,  279,  301-303, 
354,  363,  510,  511,  544-547,  586,  587,  604,  605. 

Pemberton's,  544-547. 

Political  prisoners,  116. 

Provisions  for  hospitals,   etc.,  quarter  ending 
Sept.  30.  1863,  546,  547. 

Scott's,  544-547. 

Smallpox,  658.  869. 

Smith's  Factory,  322,  3'23,  544-547. 

Trau.-ifer  from,  of  prisoners,  502,  527,  528. 

Vaccine  matter  for  use  among  prisoners,  658, 
659,  682,  683. 
Richmond  (Va.)  Sentinel,  318 
Riddier,  A.  J..  lOoo. 
Ried.  Jacob,  539. 
RiRe,  Joseph,  068. 
Riker's  Island,  N.  Y.  Harbor. 

Accommodations  for  prisoners,  688. 
Riley,  (Jeori^e,  414. 
RUey,  X.  B.,  431. 
Ripley,  Rosweil  S. 

Correspondence : 
Beauregard,  G.  T.,  124. 
Hagood,J.,123. 
Peronneau,  W.  H..  132. 

Mentioned,  124. 
Ritchie,  Jesse,  912,  922. 
Ritchie,  Thomas,  918. 
Robards,  Charles  L. 

Correspondence,  J.  B.  Magruder,  1U8. 
Robb,  Robert. 

Correspondence.  War  Department,  U.  S.,  605. 
Roberts,  Benjamin  S.,  918. 
Roberts,  John. 

Correspondence,  N.  P.  Bunks,  53. 
Roberts,  Joseph. 

Correspondence : 
Dix,  J.  A.,27. 
HoQ'man,  "W.,  4'J5,  500. 

Mentioned.  515,  516. 
Robertson,  George  .fl.,  811,816. 
Robinson,  C.  P.,  257. 
Robinson,  Edward  J. 

Correspondence.  ^\'.  Uollman,  195. 

Mentioned,  162. 
Robinson,  John  B.,  517. 
Robinson,  William,  15. 
Rock  Island,  111. 

Construction  of  barracks,  196. 

Depot  for  prisoners  of  war,  115. 

Hospital,  1047. 
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Bock  Island,  111.— Continued. 

'inspections,  49!1,  634,  635,  663,  758,  773,  848,  938- 
940,  948,  949,  1001-1004,  1021, 1022. 
Management,  needs,  etc.,  634,  635,  663,  758,  773, 
848,  938-940,  948,  949,  987,  1001-1004, 1021, 1022. 
Moditied  plan  of  barracks,  281. 
Smallpox,  938-940,  987.  1001-1003,  1021, 1022. 
Smallpox  prisoners  from  Louisville,  963,  964. 
Trade  with  antlers,  1014. 1015. 
Kodder.  Philip  D. 
Correspondence,  G.  il.  Dodge,  123. 
Mentioned.  123,  202,  884. 
Koder,  fieorse  W.,  539. 
Rodcers,  C.  R.  Perry,  77. 
Rogers,  Francis  C.  W.,  603. 
Rogers,  J.,  478. 
Itogers,  John  B. 

Correspondence,  C.  B.  Fisk,  923. 
Uohr,  (Jeoree,  426. 
Roman,  .\lfred. 
Corre.''poudeuce : 
Adjt.  .and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  15. 
Beauregard,  G.  T.,  187. 1058. 
Feilden,  H.  W.,  14. 
SouU',  N.,  1079. 
Root,  .Idrian  R. 
Assignments.  134. 

Correspondence,  Vf.  Hoffm-an,  314,  446,  806,  812. 
Mentioned.  134. 
Rose,  G.  C.  966. 
Rosecrans,  William  S. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  335. 
Army  Headquarters.  163, 164,  382. 
Bragg.  B.,  323,  326,  327,  369,  381. 
Granger.  R.S.,  47. 

Hoffman,  W..  186,  207,  227,  239,  369, 1106.  1117. 
Mentioned,  47,  48.  73,  89, 117,  143. 150,  133,  197.  205, 
207,  227,  441,  453,  504.  511,  621.  980,  999,  1113. 
Ross,  Lawrence  S. 

Correspondence,  J.  H.  Coates,  1016. 
Roundtree,  C.  J..  355. 
Rousseau,  Lorell  H.,  1030. 
Rowland,  .lames.  540. 
Rucker,  Daniel  H. 
Correspondence: 
Hoffman,  W.,  875. 

Qiiartermaster-Geueral'.s  office,  U.  S.  A.,  132. 
Rucker,  William  P. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  Xj.  S.,  541. 
Mentioned,  13,  18,  27.  35,  36,  81,  85,  S3,  89,  93, 109, 
165,  185,  208,  209,  226,  317,  318,  337,  338,  347,  382, 
429,  534,  056,  657. 
Statement  of  his  attorney,  317-319. 
Ruddock,  William. 

Food  supply.  Camp  Douglas,  111..  931. 
Rufliu,  J.  R.,312. 
Ruggles,  Daniel. 
Correspondence : 
Ferguson,  S.  W.,  22S. 
.rohnston,J.  E.,225, 
Mentioned,  228. 
Ruggles,  Lerl. 

Correspondence,  "W.  Hot&nan,  754. 
Ruiz,  Captain,  1077. 
Rule,  6. 
Mentioned,  1110, 1111. 
Shooting  of  prisoners.  Crew's  Prison,  Va..  1111. 


Rush,  Richard  H.,  584, 635,  663. 
Russell,  \,  J. 

Mentioned,  1060. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chaae,  0.,  1062. 
Russell,  C.  J.,775. 
Russell,  Ira,  407. 

Rus.sell,  Leonard  F.,  576, 1098, 1099. 
Ryan,  Helen,  61. 
Ryan,  John.  1091. 
Saffold,  M.  J. 

Correspondence : 
Johnston,  J.  E.,  532. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  30,  444. 

Mentioned,  432. 
St.  Clair,  J.  Q.,  484. 
Saint  Louis,  >Io. 

Transfer  of  Confederate  officers  to  Johnson's 
Island,  157, 158. 
Saint  Louis  (JIo.)  Democrat.  110. 
Saint  MartinSTille,  La. 

Reconnaissance,  Dec.  13, 1863,  710,  713,  714,  720. 
Saint  .Clary's  District  (U.). 

Constituted  and  limits  defined,  140. 

Marston,  G.,  assigned  to  command,  140. 

Orders,  series  1364:  .War.  il,  1097. 

Orders,  Special,  aeries  1864 :  .\o.  S2, 1101. 
Salomon,  Frederick. 

Correspondence,  S.  Price,  222. 

Mentioned,  222. 
Sample,  J.  B. 

( 'orrespondence,  N.  G.  "Watts,  38. 

Mentioned,  37. 
Sanborn,  Anson  L. 

Mentioned,  106. 157, 187.  216,  323,  360. 

Trial  and  execution  of  D.  M.  Wright  for  mur- 
der of,  106, 157,  169,  170,  187,  188,  216-218,  233, 
245,  323,  360,  361,  366,  379,  380,  409,  414,  426,  603, 
604. 
Sanborn,  .iugustus  D. 

Mentioned,  1100, 1103. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  1100. 
Sanderlin,  Willis. 

Correspondence,  E.  A.  Wild,  1130. 

Mentioned.  1128, 1129. 
Sanders,  ( harles,  917. 
Sanderson,  James  31. 

Clothing  issued  at  Richmond,  Va.,  352. 353. 

Correspondence : 
Selph,C.McR.,  642. 
Warner,  J.,  279,  642. 

Mentioned,  303,  6.58. 
Sanderson,  John  P. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  1036,  1073. 
Saudidge,  L.  D. 

Correspoiulence.    See  Daniel  Rugglet. 
Sanford,  E.  S.,  347. 
Saugstor,  (Jeorge. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  86,  111. 

Mentioned,  134. 
Sanitary  Commission,  U.  S. 

Agent  at  City  Point.  Va.,  500. 

Correspondence : 
Hoffman,  W.,  575,  585,  586,  705. 
Swalm,  W.  F.,  575,  580. 

Inspections,  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  575-581.  585, 
586,  644,  645,  705,  706. 

Members  held  in  oaptiTity,  166, 167, 220, 221,  222, 
226,  285,  293,  304,  315,  339,  756, 943. 
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Sapp,  James  S. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Camp  Chase,  O..  1066. 
Sarsrent,  H.  Q. 
Butler  and  Confederate  sergeants.  768. 
Mentioned.  1098,1101. 
Sausser,  C.  E. 

Correspondence,  W.  A.  McGrew,  856. 
Sawyer,  Mrs.,  137. 
Sanyer,  Henry  W. 
Correspondenee,  J.  H.  Winder,  107. 
Mentioned,  87,  108,  109,  114,  118,  219,  350,  358,  362, 
364,  488,  .')22,  599,  648,  706,  927,  976,  991.  1127. 
Sawyer,  W.  .i.,  253. 
Sayles,  .Samuel  P.,  1098. 1101. 
Siammon,  Eliakim  P. 
Correspondence,  (r.  S.  Patton,  875. 
Mentioned,  261,  896. 
Keanillin,  W.  G.,  295,315. 
Sohenck,  Bobert  C. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutantdeneral's  I  )lfice,  U.  S.  A.,  156. 
Army  Headquarters.  00.  63,  77.  S5,  97. 
Ciettysbiiri;,  Pa.,  provostmarshal.  103. 
Hodmau.  W.,  103. 116, 146, 189. 
Lini-oln,  AliraUam,  101,  108,  584. 
Morris,  W.  W.,  103,  240.  241. 
Simpson,  J. ,99, 110. 
Smith,  W.  W..  107. 
Sucliley,  G,.240. 

War  Department,  r.  S.,  69,  92,  98,  99,  102,  103, 
107,  fi03,  007. 
Mentioned,  29.  33,  37,  98,  99,  106,  111,  130,  138,  214, 
344,  345,  359,  371,  584,  649,  919. 
Schoepf,  Albin. 
Correspondence : 
Barnes,  .J.  K.,  1039. 
Clark,  G.  S.,  291. 
Cleaves,  W.W.,  215. 
Cr.aig,  S.  E.,  716. 
Duke.  B.  W.,  1036. 
Foster,  T.  W.,  215. 
Goorte.  R.  R.,  215. 

Hoffman.  W.,  119, 156,  175,  244,  290,  292,  309,  351, 
427,  435,  440,  476,  525.  607,  625,  628,  703,  706,  710, 
716,  735,  754,  702,  811,  825,  954,  1000,  1014,  1036, 
1039, 1073,  1094. 
Jones,  E.H.,  215. 

Q.  M.  Geu.'s  Office,  V.  S,  A.,  88, 105. 
Silliman.  H.  R..477. 
.Surgeon-General's  Office.  U.  .S.  A.,  2i). 
War  Department.  V.  S.,  215. 
Woolsey,  W.  F.,  736. 
Mentioned.  92,  116,  191,  J.'d,  281,  291.  516,  950,  972. 
Schofleld,  John  .M. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant-General's  Office.  U.  S.  A.,  157,  640. 
Blunt.J.  G.,  196. 
Broadhead.  J.  0.,  518. 
Hitchcock.  E.  A.,  314. 
Hoffman,  W.,  13,  31,  97,  131. 132,  157,  17H.  221,  230, 

242,  -243,  311. 
Kincaid,  G.  W..221,2ii5. 
Longstreet,  J.,  996,  1083. 
McXeil,  J.,148,  151.  154. 
Marmadnke,  J.  S..  173. 
Totten.  J..131. 
War  Department.  V.  S..  551. 


Schofleld,  John  M Continued. 

Mentioned,  32,  110, 154,  195,  209-211,  282,  518,  627, 

628,  712. 
Negotiations  with  J.  Longstreet,  996,  997-1083, 
1084. 
Sehrader,  .ile\ander  ron. 

Clothing  issued  at  Richmond,  Va,  8.5'2,  853. 
Correspondence : 
Selph.  C.  McR.,  642. 
Warner.  J.,  642. 
Mentiuni'd,  526,  658. 
Schultz,  Steamer,  559. 
Schuyler,  Fort,  \.  Y.  Harbor. 

Accommodations  for  prisoners,  687,  088,  690. 
Scott,  John  P.,  '285.  286,  293,  304. 
Scott,  Milo  H. 
Escape  of  J,  H.  Morgan  and  others,  675. 
Mentioned,  666,  674,  675,  7-J7,  728. 
Scott,  P.  B. 
Correspondence : 

Siirgeon-Gi'ueral's  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  1125. 
Whitfield,  R.  H.,  1124. 
Scott,  William  R.,  02. 
Scott,  Winfleld,  46. 
Scott's  Prison,  Uichmond,  Va. 

Inspections,  544-547, 
ScOTill,  Edward  A. 
Correspcmdence,  W.  S.  Piers.m.  400. 
Mentioned,  335,  401,  478,  490. 
Scudder,  William  S.,  777. 
Scurry,  W.  K.,  305,  306. 
Seddon,  James  .V, 

Annual  report,  1863.  582. 

Correspondence.    See  TTar  Vfpartment,  C.  S. 
Mentioned,  55,  91,  107,  115,  170,  176.  177,  '201,  203, 
204,  207,  219,  239,  241,  249,  251,  267,  270,  273,  279, 
302,  312,  322,  360, 409, 444,  497,  509, 520, 558,  678, 
705.  777.  809,  810.  914,  950.  993,  994,  1038,  1042, 
1043, 1053,  1055,  1076,  1084, 1086. 
Remarks.  Lieber's  code,  41. 
See,  fieoree  r. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  754, 
Segar,  Joseph  E.,  233. 
Sellman,  James  C,  jr. 
Assignments,  1117. 
Mentioned.  1117. 
Selph,  I'.  .HcBae. 
A.ssignments,  543. 
Correspondence : 
Boyd.  J.  F..  642. 
Hunter.  H.  B..  642. 
Sanderson,  J.  M.,  642. 
Sehrader.  A.  von,  642. 
Mentioned,  543,  658,  852,  1050.  10s7. 
Semnies,  M.,  194. 
Scrapie,  (J,  William. 
Correspondence.  W.  A.  Carnngton,  1087. 
Mentioned,  1051,  1089. 
Senn,  R.  D. 
Corrcsponilencc,  C.  D.  Melton.  296. 
Mentioned,  305. 
Sermons,  Isaac,  936. 
Sessions,  J.  F. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  1055. 
Seward,  William  H. 
Correspondence.     See  State  Department,    U.  S. 
Mentioned,  105,  410,  682, 1114. 


1174 


INDEX. 


SewoU's  Point,  Tn. 

Proposed  prison  for  purposes  of  retaliation,  509, 
524,  525. 
Seymour,  Horatio. 

Correspondence.    See  Xew  Tork,  Governor  nf. 

Mentioned.  101,  359,  876,  974. 
Shackelford,  Henry,  922, 1000. 
Sliaefer,  Louix. 

Correspondence,  Abr.ali.am  Lincoln,  48,  56.  64. 
Shaffer,  JaiiieH  K. 

Correspondence.    See  Bfnjamin.  F.  Butler. 
Shaffer,  John  W. 

Mentioned,  874,  955. 

liecords  relating  to  exchange,  874. 
Sharkey,  William  t.,  1020. 
Shattuok,  .lames  W.,  924. 961. 
Shaiv.  KohertO.,775. 
Shaw,  William  H.,  875,  895, 1048. 
Sheffey,  Hugh  W. 

Corre.spondence,  .Jefferson  Davis,  934. 

Mentioned,  935. 
Sheldon,  Ralph,  667,733. 
Shepley,  Doctor,  563. 
Sherburne,  John  P. 

Correspondence,    See  John  H.  Martinilale. 
Sherman,  J.  Harvey.  104. 
Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence : 
Force,  M.  F.,  1020. 
Grant,  C.  S.,  233,  234,  241,  296. 
Hoffman,  W.,  470,  534. 
Jackson,  "V.  H.,  234.  296. 
McPherson,  J.  B.,  66u. 

Mentioned,  133,  534,  718, 1025. 

Policy  toward  Confederate  citizens.  1020,  1021. 
Shinclcr,  W.  PInkuey. 

Correspondence,  E.  Hnnton,  1022. 
Shipman,  A.  H.,  37. 

Shorter,  John  Gill,  192, 214, 226,  237, 432. 
Shoup,  Francis  A.,  113. 
Shrives,  S.  M.,  1119.1120. 
Shunian,  Joseph,  538-541. 
Sibley,  Ebenezer  S. 

Correspondence.     See  <?.  J/.  Oen.'t  Office.  U.S.  A. 
Sides,  George  E.,  1099. 1102. 
Sitrel,  Franz,  690. 
Silllman,  Henry  R. 

Correspondence: 
.Schoepf,  A.,  477. 
Simpson,  .T.,  359. 
Sncklcy,  G.,  703. 

Mentioned,  215,  476,  517,  703,  704, 736. 
Simmons,  S.  B. 

Correspondence,  T.  P.  Turner,  440. 
Sininis,  Williiim  T.,  19. 
Simons,  James. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  144,  149,  158,  218, 
223,  295. 

Mentioned,  275,  276. 
Simonson,  J.  S. 

Correspondence,  "W.  Hoffman.  351, 427. 
Simpkins,  W.  H.,  775. 
Simpson,  Josiah. 

Correspondence : 
Bacbe,  T.  H.,907. 
Hoffman,  W.,  907, 908. 


Simpson,  Josiah — Continued. 
Correspondence : 
Schenck,  K.  C,  99. 110. 
Silliman.H.  R.,359. 
Mentioned,  99,  102,  142. 
Simpson,  Thomas,  539. 
Sims,  B.  F. 

Correspondence,  J.  E.  Johnston,  394. 
Sims,  F.  W.,  926. 
Sims,  .11.  W.,394. 
Skenker,  James  K.,  1000. 
Skiles,  John  W. 
Escape  of  J.  H.  Morgan  and  others,  672,  673. 
Mentioned.  672-674,  727,  728. 
Slaughter,  James  E.,  15. 
Slavery. 
Negro  prisoners  sold  into,  54. 
Retaliation  for  prisoners  sold  into,  163. 
Slough,  John  P. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  96. 
Mentioned,  54. 
Small,  Michael  P. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  1081. 
Sniidy,  Charles  E.,  739. 
Smith,  Mr.,  822. 
Smith.  Caleb. 

Corrcspoudence,  J.  H.  Winder,  91,  244. 
Smith,  Clifton  H. 

Correspondence.    See  G.  T.  Beauregard, 
Smith,  D.  Howard,  370,1015. 
Smith,  E.  J.,  1000. 
Smith,  E.  Kirby. 
Correspondence : 
Ailjutant   and    Inspector    General's    OfBce, 

C.  S.  A.,  21, 115, 155,  203,  360. 
McPherson,  J.  B.,  583,  060. 
Magruder,  J.  B.,  498,  746, 1076. 
Szymanski,  I.,  583. 

T.aylor,  R.,  21,  22,  204,  247,  541,  734,  738.  822. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  155, 198.  383. 
Williamson,  G.,  997. 
Mentioned,  22,  155,  204,   247,  264,   283,   394,  498, 
499,  555,  583,  601,  660,  735,  739,  773,  822,  831, 997, 
1030-1032, 1076, 1096, 1119. 
Xegotiations  with  J.  B.  McPherson,  583,  660. 
Smith,  Edward  C,  128. 
Smith,  Edward  AT. 

Correspondence.    See  Quincy  A.  Gillnuire. 
Smith,  Enos. 
Correspondence : 
Beauregard,  G.  T.,  527. 
Gillmore,Q.A.,527. 
Smith,  II.,  580. 
Smith,  H.  Tlllard. 

Contributions  to  prisoners  by  friends,  251. 
Smith.  H.  W. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  780,  781. 
Smith,  Henry  P. 
Correspondence,  E.  J.  Fitzpatrick.  270. 
Mentioned,  270. 
Smith,  Ira  B.,  539. 
Smith,  Isaac,  C.  S.  S. 
Mentioned,  171, 172,  188. 
Prisoners  of  war,  171,  172, 188. 
Smith,  J.  M. 
Correspondence.     See  DanviUe  (Fa.)  Board  of 
Health. 
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Smith,  JoHeph  R,,  Lieut.  Col. 

Correspondence : 
Bumaide,  A.  E.,231. 
Willcoi,  O.  B.,23I. 

Mentioned,  397,  491. 
Smith,  Joseph  R.,  Maj. 

Corre.Hpondence.  See  Surg.  <?en.t  Ofice,  U.S.A. 

Mentioned,  99. 102, 105. 
Siiiith,  Lnrliln. 

Correapondence.   See  Q.  M.  Oen.'g  O^ce,  C.  S.  A. 
Smith,  .Unrtin  B. 

Correspondence.  S.  P.  Spear.  846. 

Mentioned.  846. 
Smith,  Martin  L.,  113,266.286.287. 
Smith.  Norman  W.,  1015. 
Smith,  liohert  H. 

Correspondence.  Governor  of  Alabama,  432. 

Mentioned.  432. 
Smith,  T.  .1.,  031. 
Smith,  ThomftH  B. 

rorre.ipotidence,  E.  J.  Fitzpatricfc,  270. 

Mentioned,  270. 
Smith,  W.  X.  H.,  1129. 1130. 
Smith,  W.  Willard. 

Correapondence,  R.  C.  Schencls.  107. 
Smith,  William.  Capt..  855,  1068,  1071. 
Smith,  William,  Governor. 

Correapondence.     See  Virijinia,  Governor  of. 

Mentioned.  1120. 
Smith,  Willi.lm  (Paroled  prisoner).  1000. 
Smith,  William  H.,G05. 
Smithes  F^actory,  Richmond,  Va. 

Imprea.sed  for  priaon,  322,  323. 

Inspections,  544-547. 
Sneed,  Lieutenant,  312. 
Sneed,  Thoma.s  E. 

Correspondence: 
Boll.  .J.  n..  1077. 
Magnider,  J.B..  1077. 

Mentioned.  1052. 
Snow,  S.  S. 

Treatment  of  pri.soner.a,  782,  783. 
Soubise,  (  harlea  de  Rohan,  870. 
Soul(S,  .\elvll. 

Correspondence.  A.  Roman,  1079. 
Sooth  Anna  BrIdEe,  Va. 

Expedition,  June  23-28,  1863.     Priaonersof  war, 
55,  63,  69. 

See  also  WilUam  H.  F.  Lee. 
South  Carolina. 

Operations  in  — 
Isaac  Smith.  U.  S.  S.     Capture,  Jan.  30.  1S63. 
M'^rris  Itland.     Operations,   July  10-Sept.  7. 

Sumter.  Fort.     Boat  attack.  Sept.  S-».  1SC3. 
South  Carolina,  Goremor  of. 
(.'orrespondence : 
Beauregard,  G.  T.,  139, 145, 159, 190. 1081. 
War  Dept..  C.  S.,  145,  169,  190,  193,  202,  245. 
Inciting  servile  insurrection,  145, 146. 
Deniauda  for  aurrender.    etc..    of  orticers    and 
men  of  colored  troopa,  139,  140.  145, 146,  159, 
169, 190, 193,  194,  202,  215,  246.  1081. 
South  Carolina  Troops  (U.). 
Infantry— iv:egim«i(s;  id  {Colured).V23. 


South  Mills,  X.  C. 

Expedition  to,  Dec.  5-24,  1863,  777.  802,842,845- 
847,  858.  877,  878, 883,  884, 1127-1130. 
Sparks,  J.  H. 
Correapondence,  J.  B.  Magrnder.  1078, 1092. 
Mentioned.  1095, 1096, 1118, 1119. 
Sparrow,  Edward. 

Correapondeuce,  R.  Ould,  717. 
Sparrow,  Thomas. 
Correajiondence,  Editors  of  Oliio  State  Journal, 
730. 
Spear,  Samnel  P. 
Correapondence : 
Butler.  B.  F.,845. 
Smith,  M.B.,  846. 
Mentioned,  845. 
Spencer,  Captain,  123. 
Spencer,  D.  H.,  154. 
Spencer,  fleoree,  G50. 
Spencer,  .lames.  187. 
Spencer,  William,  301. 
Spies. 
Tri.il  and  pnnisliraent,  13,18,26,29,128,141,152. 
161,  162,  173-175,  196,  311,  312,  321,  324,  325,  327, 
328,  332,  .3.37,  657,  1019. 
Spooner.  .John  Alden,  5fi0,  741. 
Stacy,  L.  D. 

Shooting  of  priaouers.  Camp  Chase,  O.,  1065. 
Staffer,  Anson. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  XJ.  S.,  122. 
Stambaueh,  J.  P.,  580. 
Stamps,.).  D.,  284,501,524. 
Stancel,  .J.  T.,  991,  1026. 
Stanley.  Ciptain,  1016,  1023. 
Stanley,  William,  128. 
Stanly,  Alfred,  386.451,487. 
Stannard,  George  J. 
Correapondence,  W.  Hotfman,  778.  927,  991. 
Mentioned,  955,  990. 
Stanton.  Alexander  H.,  899,998. 
Stanton,  Charles,  187. 
Stanton,  Edwin  M. 

Annual  report.  1863.  647.  ., 

Correapondence.  See  ITar  Department.  U.  S. 
Mentioned.  31,  40.41,54,63,80,84.89,91-95,98,99,102. 
103,  107,  112,  119,  120,  124,  120,  135,  140,  141,  144, 
145,  147, 149,  161,  163,  178,  184,  186,  189,  190, 192. 
198,  199,  206-208,  210,  212,  214,  221,  229,  230,  235, 
236,  239,  242,  249,  250,  252,  256,  261,  265,  277,  285, 
288,  289,  291,  292,  297,  303,  307,  315,  329,  332,  335. 
349,  353,  334,  358,  368,  375.  383,  384,  389,  390,  394. 
402,  409,  413,  415,  445-447,  400,  468,  484,  492,  494, 
495,  499,  515,  516,  519,  520,  530,  542,  552,  554,  556, 
586,  592.  594,  600,  604,  607,  612.  613,  621,  625,  627. 
628,  638,  640.  641.  634,  682,  685-687,  703,  708,  709, 
712,  729,  736,  746,  758,  762,  768,  774,  802,  303,  808, 
810,  811,  823-823,  834,  835,  840,  860,  862,  867,  872. 
873.  875,  885,  888,  891,  893,  894,  897,  904-906,  915, 
920,  922,  926,  927,  930,  946,  947,  949,  952-954,  966. 
971.  973-976.  978.  980.  983.  985.  991.  998.  1014, 
1016,  1019,  1023,  1023,  1027,  1029,1036,10.5.3-1057, 
1073,  1076, 1079,  1080,  1104,  1106, 1114,1115,1120. 
1122,1123. 
Stanton,  Nathaniel,  355. 
state  Department,  tJ.  S. 
Correapondence.  Lord  Lyona.  410. 
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State  Prisoners.     See  Political  Priaovera. 
Steedman,  Isaiah  G.  AT. 

Correspondence : 
Hoflman, 'W.,1055. 
Pierson,  W.  S.,  397. 
Mentioned,  397.  398. 
Steele,  Frederick. 
Correspondence,  J.  S.  Marmatluke,  384,  «33, 1013. 
Mentioned,  997. 
Stephens, Alexander  H. 
Correspondence ; 
Davis,  Jetferaon,  74,  94, 120. 
Lee,  S.  P..  79,  80,  84,  94. 
Ludlow,  W.  H.,  84,  94. 
Mentioned,  76,  79,  80.  84, 120, 121. 
Mission  to  Washington,  74-70,  79,  80,  83,  84,  94,  9.5, 
120,  121. 
Sterens,  Ambrose  A. 
Correspondence : 

Hoffman,  W.,  445,  492,  503,  625,  649,  713,  739,  754. 
809.  884,  803.  911,  941,  946,  992, 1014,  1036.  1043, 
1073. 
Littler,  E.  M.,  946. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  1046. 
Mentioned,  424,  584,  661,  878.  885,  1044. 
SteTcns,  T.  0. 
Correspondence,  Jellerson  Uaris,  h07. 
Mentioned,  807. 
Stevenson,  A.  J.,  810. 
Stevenson,  Carter  L.  ' 

Correspondence : 
Bragg,  B.,  232. 
Pemberton,  J.  C,  206. 
Wriglit,M.J.,447. 
Mentioned,  170,  207,  224,  274.  280,  293,  316.  346. 
Paroled  officers  and  men  of  division,  207. 
Stewart,  Mr.,  137. 
Stewart,  Mr.,  965. 
.Stocl4ton,  Mr.,  707,  715. 
Stokes,  Thomas  D. 
Correspondence.     See  Danville  (Va.)  Board  of 
Health. 
Stone,  Charles  P. 
Correspondence.     See  Xathaniel  P.  r>anka. 
Mentioned,  838. 
Stone,  Henrj. 

Correspondence.    See  Prov.  Mar.  Oen.,  V.  .V.  A. 
Stone,  Roy. 
Parole   exacted    by  Confederates,   Gettysburg 
campaign,  345. 
Stoneman,  George,  29, 112, 119,  345. 
Stoneman's  Itaid.    Apr.  29-May  7. 1863. 

Paroled  prisoners,  112,119. 
Stoneh.  George  W.,  923. 
Stout,  George  W..  447. 
Strange,  J.  P.,  692,693. 
Street,  Solomon  G. 
Correspondence,  J.  E.  Johnston,  224. 
Mentioned,  228,  247. 
Streiglit,  Abel  D. 
Correspondence : 
Meredith,  S.  A..  241. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  241. 
Winder,  J.  H.,  82, 267. 
Funds  taken  from,  after  capture,  82,  201,  241, 
242,  275,  414,  415,  456,  457,  469, 470,  507-509. 


Streight,  Abel  I).— Coutinueu. 
Mentioned,  3,  33,  73,  89,  143, 144,  153,  159,  ISO,  166, 
185,  201,  226,  237,  267,  268,  275,  279,  302-304,  338, 
341,  347,  349,  357,  361.  375,  414,  415,  456,  457,  469. 

496,  507-509,  610.  684,  808,  842. 
Streight's  Raid.    Apr.  26-May  3,  1863. 

Prisoners  of  war,  3,  38,  73,  82,  90,  143,  144,  153, 159, 
160,  166,  185,  198,  199,  226,  237,  241,  242,  267,  268, 
303,  304,  341,  347,  349,  357.  361,  362,  375,  414,  415, 
456,  457,  409,  470,  495,  496,  507-509. 
Strlngfellow,  Charles  S. 

Correspondence.    See  Samuel  Jones. 
Strong,  George  C,  350. 
Strong,  James  C,  850. 
Strong,  William  E.,  522,  557. 
Stuart,  J.  E.  B..  60,  431. 
Sturgis,  James,  776. 
Stnrgis,  William,  377. 
Subsistence  Department,  C,  S.  A, 

Correspondence,  War  Dept.,  C.  S.,  497,  821. 
Suckley,  George. 
Correspondence : 

Hoffman,  W„  359,  473,  492, 704. 
Schtnck,  K.  C,  240. 
Silliman,  H.  P,.,  703. 
Mentioned,  255,  703. 
Summers,  John  E.,  864. 
Sumter,  Camp,  Ga.    See  AndertonvilU,aa. 
Sumter,  Fort,  S.  C.    Boat  attack,  Sept.  8-9, 1863. 

Prisoners  of  war,  275, 
Supreme  Court,  U.  S. 

Writ  of  certiorari.  Vallandigham's  case,  620-624. 
Surgeon-General's  OlBce,  C.  S.  A. 
Correspondence : 
Fisher.  S.  B.,  039. 
Keiser,  J.F.,601. 
Polk,  L.,  1125. 
Scott,  P.  B.,  1125. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  181, 
Surgeon-General's  OOlce,  U.  S.  A. 
Correspondence : 
Barnes,  J.  K.,  235, 244. 
Cnyler,  J.  M.,  154,476. 
HoSman,  W.,  3,70,81,  105,119,124,133,235,422, 

442,  704. 
Johnson,  R.,  80. 
Kittoe,  E.  D.,  848. 
McParlin,  T.  A.,474. 
Sehoepf,  A.,  20. 
Townshend,  N.  S.,  848. 
VoUum,  E.  P.,  151. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  98. 
Wood,  R.  C,  104.  476. 
Surgeons. 
Exchange,  treatment,  etc,  13, 18,  26,  27,  35,  36,  81, 
85,  87-89,  93,  97,  98,  109,  110,  156-158,  164,  165, 
185,  189,  190,  198, 199,  208,  209,  226,  237,  250,  283, 
330.  335-338,  347,  363,  369,  381.  382,  473,  474,  492, 

497,  501,  503,  511,  513,  531,  334,  543,  544,  559,  566, 
762,  372,  910,  923,  924,  936,  964. 

Reciprocal  attention  to  prisoners,  863,  871,  872, 

876,  914,  952,  956-958. 
Testimony,  etc.,  ill-treatment  of  prisoners,  566- 
575,  639. 
Sutlers. 
E.'icbange,  treatment,  etc.,  260,  269. 
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Sutler8 — Continued. 
Trade  with  priaonera  of  war,  625,  640,  641,  649, 
650,  654.  686,  687,  701,  702.  706,  719.  774,  96«,  967, 
975,  984,  1014, 1015,  1025, 1026, 1028, 
SwalTord,  Alfred,  890,891. 
Swalm,  W.  F. 
Correapoudence,  U.  S.   Sanitary  ComraiBaion, 
575,  580. 
Swan,  Steamer,  543. 
Swann,  C.  A.,  1120. 
Nneet.  Benjamin  J.,  634,  850. 
Swift,  Ebenezer. 

Correapondence,  W.  Hotl'mau,  144,  295.  * 
Swingley,  Fred.,  1061. 
Switzer,  (leorge,  539. 
Szyuianskl,  Ignatlas. 
A88igDmenta,278. 
(^'orreapondence : 
MagTuder,  J.  B.,  559. 
Ould,  R.,  320. 
Smith.  E.  K.,583. 
luatractioQs  t«,  exchanges,  Trana-Miaaiaaippi, 

320,  321. 
JlAntioned,  155,  278,  383,  555,  583. 
Tacony,  liark.  355. 
Tahoma,  V.  S.  S..  1005. 
Talbot,  Honrj  D.,402. 
Talcott,  Andrew,  135,  IM. 
Taney,  Bo?er  B.,  622,624. 
Taylor,  Surgeon,  97. 
Taylor,  F.,  128. 
Taylor,  fleorse,  37. 
Taylor,  Henry,  936. 
Taylor,  laalah  ,S. 
Mentioned,  855, 1060. 

Shootingof  priaonei-a.  Camp  Chase,  O..  1066, 1067. 
Taylor,  J.  D.,  443. 
Taylor,  Joaeph  P.,  933. 
Taylor,  Richard. 
Correspondence : 
Banka,  N.  P.,  87,  97,  209,  213,  223,  248,  253,  264, 

308,  309. 
Franklin,  W.  B.,  542,  602,606,  641,  748,  814. 
Smith,  E.  K.,  21,  32,  204,  247,  541,  734,  738,  822. 
Mentioned,  21,  32,  73, 115,  155, 170,  249,  350,  555,  583, 
589,  646,  647,  651,  693,  694,  696-701.  706.  707,  715, 
716,  737,  738,  746,  749,  750,  772,  773,  805,  812,  813, 
816-819,  838.  905,  989,  990,  1024, 1094, 1095,  1105, 
1112. 
Negotiations  with  Banka  and  Franklin,  589,  590, 
602.  603,  606,  641,  646,  647,  651,  684,  686,  693,  694, 
706, 707,  715,  718,  720,  734,  735,  737,  738,  746,  749- 
751,  762,  772,  773,  805,  806,  812-819,  822,  838, 
9(15,906,  1080,  1081,  1094,  1095,1105,1112,1115, 
1116. 
Taylor,  Samuel  B.,  667.  733. 
Taylor,  Zachary,  801. 
Teazer,  Cutter. 

Prisoners  of  war,  447,  487. 
Temple,  J.  J.,  938. 
Tennant,  John  E.,  704. 
Tennant,  WlllUm,  704. 
Tennessee. 
Arrests  of  citizens,  890,  891. 
CuDscripta  from  East  Tennessee,  28, 31. 


Tennessee— Continued. 
Operations  in.    See — 
Anderson's   Croit-Roada.     Skirmish,    Oct.  S, 

2S6S. 
Chattanooga-Ringgold    Campaign.    Nov.   }S- 

S7,  ises. 

Cumberland  Gap.     Surrender,  Sept.  10,  1S6S. 
East  Te7inessee  Campaign.    Aug.   lG~Oct.   19, 

1S63. 
Thompson's  Station.  Engagement,  Mar.  5, 1363. 
Political  prisoners.  447, 1108. 
Tennessee,  Array  of  (C). 
Bragg's  address,  527. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  -208,  527. 
Tennessee,  Department  of  the  (U.). 
Orders,  Circulars,  series,  1863:  Dec.  27,  776. 
(Jrders,  General,  series  1863:  .No.  52,  770, 
Orders.  Spe.ial,  series  1863;  No.  17,  34. 
Tennessee  Troops  (C). 
Artillery,  Ke&vy— Regiments:  Ist,  920,  945. 
Artillery,  Light— Batteries:   Mabry,  797.  798. 
Ciivniry— Regiments:    Richardson's,  402;    Wil- 
son's, 123. 
Infiatiy—Regimenln:   .Id,  280;    ITith,  797,   798; 
:flst,  4;ld,  39th,  2.S0, 
Tennessee  Troops  (U.). 

Caviiliy- Regiments:   1st,  341. 
Terry,  Henry  D. 
Assumes  command  of  John.-ion's  Island.  O..  841. 
Correspondence ; 

Baasett,  I.  C,  902,  903. 

Hoffman.  W.,  853,  861,  899,  903,  904,  922,  954,  972, 

1014, 1036. 
Petherbridge,  J.  B.,  900. 
Pierson,  W.  S.,  851. 
Read,  S.B.M.,  900. 
Trimble,  I.  R.,  901. 
Inslrnctious  of  HofTman,  853,  854. 
Mentioned,  841, 851,  903,  979, 1026. 
Texana,  Bark. 
Burning  of  June  10.  1863.     PrisonerH  uf  war, 

159,  168,  251-253,  307,  323-326.  337. 
Mentioned,  159,  168,  251-253,  307,  323-325,  337. 
Texas. 
'•Common  Sense"  Circular,  prisoners,  560-565, 

1052, 1076-1079,  1092,  1095-1097,  1118,  1119. 
Exchange  of  U.  S.  troops  surrendered  in  1861, 


283. 


'.  Jan. 


Operations  in.    See  ilalveston.    Recaptu 
1,  1803. 

Union  officers  held  as  prisoners,  1034. 
Texas,  Gorernor  of. 

Correspondence,  J.  B.  Magruder,  379. 
Texas  Penitentiary. 

Continement  of  Union  prisoners.  282.  283,  299, 
305,  306,  379,  380. 
Texas  Troops  (C). 

Ciiv-dliy— Regiments  :   11th,  568. 

Infantry— j;e:7imifn(*  .  2d,  280,  296;  20th,  362. 

Miscellaneous  :  Waul's  Legion,  280,  296. 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  District  of  (('.). 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Nov.  24,  560. 

Orders,  General,  aeries  1863:  No.  173,332. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864;  No.  74, 1052. 
Thatcher,  Eyan  U.,  756. 
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Thielemann,  fhristtan.  377. 
Tliomas,  Charles. 

Coirespondence.    See  Q.  X.  Gen.'s  Office,  U.S.A. 
Thomas,  George  H. 

Curreapondence : 
Array  Headquarters,  569,  587. 
Hoffman,  W.,  .551,  552, 1018, 1077, 1091. 
.Johnston,  J.  E.,  862,  942, 1018. 
Reed,  D.G.,  481. 

Mentiolied,465,  481,511,550,  832,  1018,  1029,  1032. 

Nejiotiationa  with  J.  E.  Johnston,  862,942, 1018. 
Thomas,  Loren/o. 

Correspondence,  Army  He.ldqTiarter3, 97. 

See  also  Adjittant-Oeneral's  O^ce,  11.  S.  A. 

Mentioned,  35,  141.  142,  144, 178,  297,  381,  709,  823, 
874,  0O5,  020,  945,  1008, 1011, 1015, 1080. 
Thompson,  Captain,  72,  694. 
Thompson,  «!eorge  W.,  160. 
Thompson,  .Tacob,  408. 
Thompson,  James  H. 

Mentioned,  743,  1098, 1099. 

Shooting:  of  prisoners.  Point  Lookout,  Md,,  1099. 
Thompson,  John  P.,  55. 
Thompson,  U.  Jeff. 

Correspondence : 
Butler,  B.F.,  351. 
Ould,  R.,  310. 

Mentioned,  265.  350, 351,  950,  954,  972, 1026. 

Special  instrnctions  as  to  continement.  949.  950, 
954,  972. 
Thompson,  Moholas  H.,  87S. 
Thompson's  Station,  Tcnn. 

Engagement,  Mar.  5. 1863.     Prisoners  of  war,  73, 
89. 113, 114, 163,  219. 
Thornton,  Charles  C.  0.,  350,  351. 
Thornton,  R.  A. 

Treatment  of  prisoners,  795, 796. 
Thorpe,  Lieutenant,  339. 
Thorpe,  Wesley  C. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hotfman,  840. 
Throop,  J.  Jlott,  88.  97. 
Tllrten,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence,  J.  Warner,  279. 

Mentioned.  303. 
Tilghman,  Benjamin  C,  775. 
Tilerhmau,  Lioyd,  jr.,  234. 
Tiiehmau,  Lioyd,  Mrs..  234. 
Tiison,  Wiiiiam  H.,  1035. 
Timlierlalte,  Wiiiiam  I. 

Corre.-^pondence,  J.  A.  Dix,  27. 
Tindail,  William  Henry,  1035. 
Tinlier,  Rirhani,305. 
Tit.ln,  Steam-tug,  1121. 
Tod,  D.avid. 

Correspondence.    See  Ohio,  Governor  of. 

Mentioned.  174,  227,  276,  303,  335,  420,  449,  636,  723- 
723, 727-730,  963,  1023. 
Todd,  ilenry  B.,  36,127. 
Toiand.J.  T.,  205. 
Toniiin,  W.  H.,37. 
Tompiiins.  Charles  B.,  1083. 
Torpedo,  C.  S.  Tn?,  80,  83,  84,  04. 
Totten,  James. 

Correspondence.  J.  M.  Schofield,  131. 
See  also  .Tohii  M.  SchoMd. 
Tower,  Morton,  966. 


Townsend,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence.    See  Adjt.  Oen.'s  Office,  TT.  8.  A. 
Townshend,  Xorton  S. 

Correspondence,  Surg.  Gen.'s  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  848. 
Towson,  .Jeremiah  B.,  1005. 
Trade  and  Intercourse. 

Flag-of-truce  boats,  91, 137, 182, 183. 
Traiiem,  James,  10. 
Traner,  Francis,  720. 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  (C). 
Banks-Taylor  negoti.ationa  and  cartel,  589,  590, 
602,  603,  006,  641,  646,  647,  651, 684,  686,  693,  694, 
749,  750,  805,  806,  812-819,  822,  838,  905,  906, 
1080, 1081, 1094, 1095, 1105, 1112, 1115, 1116. 
Curell,  J.  R.,  assic^ed,  555,  556, 
De  Botte,  J.  W.,  on  .-ipecijil  duty,  283. 
Franklin-Taylor  negotiations  and  cartel,  706, 
707,  715,  716.  720.  734,  735,  737,  738,  746,  749-751, 
762.  772,  773. 
Orders.  General,  aeries  1863 :  No.  36,  204 ;  \o. 

59,  001. 
Paroles  and  exchange  of  prisoners  suspended, 

2S3. 
Prisoners  of  war.  278,  320,  321,  555,  556,  559,  560. 
Szynianski,  I.,  assigned,  278,  320,  321. 
Yickaburg  and  Port  Hudson  prisoners,  203, 204. 
Transportation. 
Destitute  citizen  prisoners,  329,  330,  352. 
Pri.-ioners  of  war,  585j_586,  1027, 1028. 
Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence,  B.  F.  Bntler,  1080. 
Trimlile,  Isaac  R. 
Complaint  of  ill-treatment,  901-903. 
Correspondence,  H.  D.  Terry,  901. 
Mentioned,  102, 103. 107,  108,  386,  451,  486,  839,  87i, 
899,  053. 
I       Special  instrnctions  as  to  confinement,  953. 
Trimble,  L.iwrence  S.,  23 
Tripp.  O.W.,  15. 
Trumbuli,  H.  C. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  530. 
Mentioned,  773.  776. 
Tucker,  Gideon  J.,  100, 101. 
Tucker,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence,  J.  B.  Magmder,  484. 
Turley,  Wiiiiam  H.,  1108. 
Turner.  Edmund  P. 

Correspondence.     See  John  B.  Magruder. 
Turner,  Leyi  C. 
Correspondence: 
Army  Headquarters.  165. 
■W.ar  Dep.artment.  T.  S..  62,  73,  74,  83, 126,  355. 
West  Virginia.  Governor  of,  277. 
Mentioned,  28, 161.  896,  9,88,  1055, 
Turner.  Theophilus  H.,  517. 
Turner,  Thomas  P. 
Correspondence: 
Biirnliam,S.,440,498. 
Latouche,  J„1110. 
Simmona,  S.  B.,  440. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1038. 
Winder.  J.  H.,  87,  498.  1090, 1111. 
Mentioned,  S2,  498,  502,  536,  543,  559,  952, 1038,1050, 

1085,  1086. 
Moneys  taken  from  A.  D.  Streight,  457,  469. 
Turney,  Samuel  D.,  1045. 
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Tarpin,  P.  Bntler. 

Treatment  of  prisoners.  780. 
Tutlle.  Jame't  M. 

Corre.spondence.  R.  A.  Owen,  1104. 
TniKBs,  David  E..  283. 
Tyler,  Erastus  B. 

I  'orTcspondence,  War  Dept..  U.  S..  336,  347. 
Tyler.  Ira.  777. 
Tyler.  Robert  H. 

Correspondence : 
Hoffman.  W.,  975. 
Oiild,  K..  362. 

Mentioned,  122,  362,  488,  706,  927,  991. 
Tyndale.  T.  H.,  885,941. 
ririck,  Louis,  603. 
rniforms. 

Prifloner.s  captnred  without,  241. 

Used  for  deception,  842.  912,  913,  922. 
I'nited  States  Colored  Troops. 

InfantTj—Eeiiiments:  oth,  858. 
I'nited  States  Keirnlars. 

Cavalry— Regiinrnis:  -.M,  ,')th,  581 ;  15th,  089. 
United  States  Veteran  Reserre  Corps. 

Infantry— i?e(;i>Ke7ir,!:  8th,  l.".th,  850. 
Utley,  William  L..  163. 
Tallandikrham,  Clement  L. 

Aililrfss  to  Obio  Democracy,  122. 

Arrest,  etc.,  13, 16. 

Arrival  in  Canada.  122. 

Mentioned,  7-9,  13,  16.  48-51.  53,  56-59,  64,  66-68, 
122,  231, 276,  620,  621,  624, 626,  855. 

Movements,  etc,  in  Canada.  231.  232,  276,  626. 

Resolutions  denouncing  arrest,  etc.,  4-10, 48-53, 
,-.6-59,  64-68. 

Writ  ofcertiorari.  .Supreme  Court,  U.  S.,  620-624. 
Vance,  Zebulon  B. 

Correspondence.     See  Xorth  Carolina,  Gov,  of. 

Mentioned,  62,  847,  876, 883,  974,  975, 1128, 1129. 
Vanderkieft,  Bernard  A. 

Correspondence,  S.  J.  R-adcIitfe.  475.  612. 

Mentioned.  512.  536. 
Van  Dom.  Earl.  283. 431. 
Van  Dyke.  T.  Mxon. 

Correspondence,  ,JeIferson  Davis,  890. 
Van  Horn,  B.  T. 

Correspondence,  T.  Ewing.  245. 
Van  Loon,  J.  C,  100, 101. 
Van  Vliet,  Stewart,  688. 
Vamer,  .lacob,  1,  33,  34, 40. 86. 
Van^hn.  .lohn  C. 

Mentioned,  113.  219. 

Paroled  officers  .ind  men  of  briL'.ade,  218,  219. 
Velocity.  C.  S.  Schooner. 

Mentioned,  399,  433.  451,  461. 

Prisoners  of  war,  399.  400,  433,  451,  461. 
Vemp.  271. 

Vennum.  Hiram  H.,  1006. 
Virksburg.  MI.ss. 

Banishment  of  certain  fem.ales,  776. 

(.'itizens  paroled  after  capture,  358. 

Operations.  Jan.  20-July  4. 1863 : 
Confederate  sick  and  wouniled  prisoners,  511, 

522,  557,  646. 
Court  of  Inquiry,  177. 


Ticksburff,  Miss,— Continued. 
Operations.  Jan.  20^uly  4, 1863 : 
Paroled  prisoners  surrendered  July*,  1863, 79, 
92,  93,  97, 111-113, 116, 122, 125, 129, 136-138,151, 
152,  155-157, 170,  198,  203.  204,  206,  207,  218,  219, 
224,  229,  232-234,  241.  251,  273,  274,  279,  280,  286, 
287,  295-297,  300,  303,  311-313,  315,  316,  322,  327, 
331-335,  346,  347,  350,  357,  358,  360,  387,  388,  403, 
404,  419,  42G,  441,  442,  453,  454,  503,  511,  522,  542, 
543,  557-539,  509,  587.  599,  810,  611,  615,  637.  646- 
648, 1)87,  694,  695,  710,  711,  717.  809,  920,  945,  989, 
990,  1024,  1025, 1115,  1116. 
Prisoners  declining  parole,  152, 153. 
Virksbnrif  <>lis«.)  ( itizen,  232,  238. 
Virksbnre  (Miss.)  Bhie,  232,  238. 
Vincent,  William  O.,  762. 
Vincent.  William  G.,  Mrs.,  762. 
Virginia. 
Arrests  of  citizens.  26,  27,  54,  55,  60,  61, 76,  96,  109, 

126,  127,  872. 
Homo  Guards.  128. 
Operations  in.    See — 

Gettysburg  Campaign,     JuneS-Aug.l,  1S63. 
Kilpatrick'g  Expedition.    Feb.  3^^-Jfar.  4,  lSij4, 
South  Anna  Bridge,    Expedition,  June -23-28, 

ISOS. 
Stoneman's  Raid,    Apr.29-i[ay  7,1S63, 
Wytheville,     Expedition.  July  13-S5,isn5. 
Vireinia,  (Joremor  of. 
(_'orrcspuudence: 
Bass,  C  539. 
Carrington.  I.  H.,  1120. 
Meredith,  S.  A.,  539. 
Nunn,  J.R..  1119. 
Onld,  R..886. 
VirKinia  and  \orth  Carolina.  Department  of  (C). 
Execution  of  death  .■(cntences  suspended,  683, 

877,  887,  888, 
Limits  ustended,  745. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  Xo.  IS,  379;  So. 

14,414;  No.  17,366. 
Orders,  Speci.il,  series  1863:  >'o.  15S,  757. 
Orders.  Special,  series  1864:  Xo.  11.  826;  Xo.  iii, 
K74. 
Virginia  Legislature. 

Recoinition  of  B.  F.  Butler,  934,  935. 
Virginia  Penitentiary. 

Accommodations  for  prisoners,  886. 
Virginia  Troops  (C). 
Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Botetourt,  280. 
Cavalry— i?ejtnifn(»;  Sth,  2U5. 
Infantry— iJP!;tm«i(*.-  «4th,  797.  798. 
Vollnm,  Edward  P. 
Correspondence.  Surg.  Gen.'.sOliice.  C  S.  A.,  151. 
Mentioned.  98. 102. 
Voorhies.  .Vlbert.  367,  S13. 817.  990. 
Waddell.  Parish  &  Co. 
Correspondence,  Danville  (  \'a.)  Town  Council, 
890. 
Wade,  .llfred  B.,  1015. 
Wade,  Isaac  .V.,  1,86. 
Waite,  Carlos  .i. 
Correspondence : 
HnlTiuan,  W..  329,  352. 
K6fler,r.  J.,536. 
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Walte,  Carlos  A.— Continued. 

Mentioned,  582,  594 
Walts,  Robert,  991, 1028. 
Walker,  Mrs.,  433. 
Walker.  J.  R.,  33. 
Wallace,  Gu.stATus  B. 
Correspondence,  E.  Ould,  872. 
Mentioned.  349. 
Wallace,  Patrick,  127. 
Wallace.  WUlIam. 
Correspondence: 

Brightman.S.  B.,747. 

Gos.s.  M.  W.,731. 

Hammon,  S.  L.,747. 

Hitchcock,  E.  A.,  314. 

Hoffra.an,  W..  589,  625.  740,  746,  754.  804,  854,  868, 

888,  892,  893,  920, 1059. 
Lamb,  E.,  731. 
Maaon,  J.  S.,  669,  670. 
Merion,N.,671. 
Ohio,  Governor  of,  734. 
Poten,  A.  H..  854,  855. 
Wright,  G.  B.,  670. 
Mentioned,  479,  584,  636.  662.  669-672,  702,  718,  729, 
731,  819,  9.53,  966. 1058,  1059,  1061. 
Wallbcr,  .\lhert,  966. 
Waller,  William  S.,  250. 293. 986. 
Walsh,  )Iicliael. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hoffman,  840. 
Walter,  H.  W.,  408. 
Walton,  E.  W.,  576. 
Wantts,  W.  J. 

CorTe.sjjondence,  G.  T.  Bejluregard,  1057. 
Ward,  William  W. 

Correspondence,  W.  Hofl'inan,  1028. 
Wardener,  L.  M.,  246. 
War  Department,  0.  S. 
Annual  report,  1863.  582. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant   and    Inspector    General's    Office, 

C.  S.  A.,  135,  140, 176,  269,  274, 278,  299,  1042. 
Alabama,  Governor  of,  S31. 
Alston,  R.  A..  375,  656. 
Archer,  J.  J.,  311. 
Beauregard,  G.  T.,  139, 14u,  145. 
Bird.  W.C,  230. 
Blackw-ell,  T.  n.,3H. 
Bragg,  B.,  202, 1017. 1030. 
Breare,  J.  E.,200. 275. 
Buckner,  S.  B.,  134, 138. 
Burroughs.  J.  .J.,  1109. 
Campbell,  J.  A.,  140, 191, 269. 274. 
Carrington.  I.  H..116. 
Carringtou.  W.  A.,  843. 
Cocke.  W.M.,  1108. 
Danville,  Va.,  Mayor  of,  888. 895. 
Danville  (Va.)  Town  Council,  888. 
Davis,  .Jolferson,  188,  193,  194,  299,  426,  502,  582, 

807,831,863.895,913. 
Echols,  J. ,810. 
Guerrant,  E.  O.,  18. 
Harrison,  IT.,  317. 
Hennen.  W.  D.,  176. 
Johnston.  J.  E.,  773,  807. 
Jones,  S..  134. 
Kelley,A.M.,326,331. 


War  Department,  C.  S.— Continued. 

Correspondence : 

Lee,  R.  E.,  438,  455, 1020. 

Longstreet,  J.,1083. 

Mark,  R.,  868. 

Maury,  D.H..  432. 

Michie,  T.  J.,  317. 

Morgan,  J.  H.,  841. 

Ould,  R.,  35, 41,  47, 155,  275.  278,  331, 333, 502,  550, 
634,  710,  777,  808,  810,  833,  868,  876,  996,  1038, 
1084, 1108, 1110. 

Pemberton,  J.  C,  138, 224. 

Polk,  L.,  717,  833. 

Preston,  W.,  821. 

Q,  M.  Gen.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  201, 439. 

.Saflbld,  M.  J.,30,444. 

Smith,  E.  K.,  155. 198,  383. 

South  Carolina,  Gov.of,  145,169,190,193.202,245. 

Streight,  A.  D.,  241. 

Subsistence  Department.  C.  S.  A.,  497,  821. 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  181. 

Turner,  T.  P.,  1038. 

Warren.  E.,  876,  914. 

Webber,  T.  B.,  408. 

Wellford,  B.  R.,,jr.,  1053,  1111. 

Winder,  J.  H..  87  106.  292,  439,  456, 498,  502,  508, 
7U4.  745,  914, 1042.  1043, 1048, 1053,  1111. 

Wood,  B.  S.,  808. 
War  Department,  U.  S. 
Annual  report,  1863,  647. 
("orre.spondence : 

Adjatant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  835. 

Andrews,  G.  L.,  83,  91. 

Army  Headquarters,  184,  280,  523. 

Attomey-Lreneral's  Office,  TJ.  S.,  1. 

Banks,  N.  P.,  54. 

Bhnv,  H.  T.,110. 

Bostwick,S.W.,627. 

Burke.  M.,  94. 

Burnside,  A.  E.,  23, 163, 177. 

Burrell,  I.  S.,  493. 

Butler,  B.  F.,  350,  509,  525,  527,  528,  532,  626,  658, 
682,  691,  703.  768,  769,  802,  808.  844,  872,  873,  891, 
000,  916,  935-937,  952.  956,  938,  970,  973, 978,  979, 
989,  997,  1025, 1028,  1038,  1074,  1079.  1082, 1093, 
1097, 1U4. 

Congress,  U.  S.,  994. 

Connecticut,  Governor  of,  251. 

Cowen,  B.  S.,  627. 

Cozzens,  L.,321. 

Dimick.  J.,  60. 

Dix,  J.  A..  80,  626,  833. 

Dorsey,  D.  A..  529. 

Dow,  X.,  510. 

Foster,  J.  G.,  172,  381. 

Fulton,  C.  C,  602,  607. 

Gray,  J.  P.,  603,  604. 

Halleck.  H.  W.,  1107. 

Hitchcock,  E.  A..  34.  150, 171,  184, 188,  192.  207, 
229.  235.  243.  252.  329,  350,  354,  415,  447,  457,  460, 
463,  485,  486,  495,  520,  556,  604.  007.  614,  638,  685, 
086,  709.  715,  801,  803.  838,  872,  880,  882,  891,  904, 
905,  915,  916,  944,  947,  976,  979,  985,  989,  1007, 
1016,  1037,  1056, 1075,  1092.  1103,  1107, 1115. 

Hoffman.  W.,  14,93.  142,  150,  163,  184,  227,  277, 
297,  306,  313,  315,  329,  330,  351,  354, 356,  359,  382. 
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War  Department,  U.  S, — Coiitinae<l. 
Correspondence; 

Hotfraan,  W.— Continued. 

385,  415.  446,  520,  526,  384,  604,  605,  632,  638,  685- 
687,  701 , 704,  736,  810,  872, 885.  904-906,  929,  930, 
953,  956,  976,  983,  985,  989,  1015,  1038, 1044, 1M7, 
1056-1038,  1079, 1103,  1104. 

Indiana,  Governor  of,  104, 163,  803. 

Johns,  •!.,  886, 

Judge- Advocate-Generals  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  I, 
M,  31,  160.  209,  410,  459,  528,  604. 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  192,  647,  801,  834,  915,  988. 

Ludlow,  W.  H.,  32,  59,  62,  72,  80, 83, 120,  219,  1019, 
1120. 

Marsh,  R.,  627. 

Mason.J.  S.,  332. 335. 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of,  189, 1052, 1055. 

Meredith,  S.  A .,  321,  381,  494,  499,  530, 631. 

Morgan,  E,  D.,  604. 

Morgan.  J.  H..  495. 

Morris.  W.W.,  215. 

Mulford,  J.  E..  141, 169, 

Navy  Dept-.  V.  S.,  77,  171,  399,  947,  978, 1073. 

Ohio,  Govemorof  402,  415.  388.  589,  606,  626,  632, 
643,  649. 

Orme,  W.  W..  660. 

Fallen.  M.  A.,  718. 

Parrott.J.,529,  586. 

Pierson,  W.  S.,402. 

Q.  M.  Gen.'s  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  227,  314,  315. 

Robb,  R.,  605. 

Rucker,  W.  P.,  541. 

Schenck.R.  C,  69, 92,  98,  99,  102. 103, 107,603,607. 

Schoepf,  A.,  215. 

Schofleld,  J.  M_,  551. 

Slough,  .T.  P.,  96. 

Stager,  A..  122. 

Stevens,  A.  A.,  1046. 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  V.  S.  A.,  98. 

Turner,  L.  C,  63,  73,  74,  83, 126,  335. 

Tyler,  E.  B.,  336,  347. 

Watson.  P.  H..  347. 

Wells,  H.H.,  76,  109. 

West  Virginia,  Governor  of  714,  8il3. 

Willcox.O.  B.,163. 
Enlistment  of  Confederate  prisoners,  893. 
Examination  of  political  prisoners,  896.  897. 
Transmits  correspondence  relating  to  exchange, 
etc.,  915. 
Ware,  H. 

Correspondence.    See  Masgachu.sntts,  Gov.  of. 
Warflelil,  Henry  M.,  839,  871. 
WarHeld,  Sallie  T. 

Correspondence.  R.  C.  Morgan.  731. 
Warner,  Jackson. 
Correspondence; 

Royd.  J.  F.,  642. 

Burnham,S.,851. 

Carrington,  W.  A.,  1087. 

Jones,  J.  C,  278. 

lIcHolland,D.A.,279. 

Sanderson,  J.  M.,  279,  642. 

Schrader.  A.  von,  642. 

Tilden.C.  W.,279. 

Winder.  J.  H.,  497. 
Mentioned.  303,  440. 456.  548,  950-952,  1050,  10S7. 


Warner,  Jackson— Continued. 

Statement,  extra    provisions    to    prisoners    at 
Richmond,  Va..  546,  547. 
Warner,  S.  M.,  484. 
Warren,  Edtvard. 

Condition  of  Xorth  Carolina  prisoners.  172. 

Correspondence,  War  Dept.,  C.  S.,  876,  914. 

Mentioned,  172,  876. 
Warren,  \ed. 

Correspondence.    See  John  L.  Logan. 
Warren,  Fort,  ^lass. 

Accommodations  for  prisoners,  688-690. 

Complaints  of  ill-treatment,  1017, 1024. 

Foreigners  held  as  prisoners.  542. 

Political  prisoners  from  Fort  Lafayette,  927. 

Sick  .ind  wounded  prisoners,  820,  830. 

Trade  with  sutlers.  641, 1014, 1013. 
Washburn,  Cadwallader  C,  606. 
Washburn,  James,  Mrs.,  69, 
Washburn,  Philo  P.,  1006. 
Washintrton,  Mary,  801. 
WashinKton,  D.  C. 

Stephens'  mission,  74-76,  79(80,83,84,94,95,120. 
121. 
Waters,  .Vnn,  40. 
Watkins,  J.  L.,  994. 1093. 
Watkins,  Moses,  340. 
Watson,  Francis  .4.  H. 

Mentioned,  1110. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Crew's  Prison,  Va.,  1110. 
Watson,  Jesse  E. 

Escape  of  J.  H.  Morgan  aud  others.  674. 

ilentioned.  674.  725,  728, 
Watson,  John  W.  C,  408. 
W^atson,  Peter  H. 

Correspoudence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  347. 
See  ifclso  TTar  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Mentioned,  459,  626. 
Watson,  W.,  1022. 
Wattiyny,  Clysses  M.,  128. 
Watts,  X.  (). 

Correspondence; 
De  Botte.J.  W.,283. 
Grant,  IT,  S..  37, 108. 
McArthur,J.,  1080. 
McPherson,  .1.  B.,  418,  738,  739. 
Ould,  R.,367,601. 
Sample,  J.  E.,  38. 

Mentioned,  170,  522, 355,  5,57,  646,  738,  809. 

Negotiations  with  .J.  B.  McPherson,  418.  419, 
738,  739. 

Released  unconditinnally,  108. 
Watts,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence.     See  .Ua^dma.  Giwemor  of. 

Mentioned.  831. 
Waul,  Thomas  X.,  113. 
Weatherford,  E.  D.,  436. 
Webb,  C.  I).,  187. 
Webb,  William  A. 

Complaints  of  ill-tre.atment,  77,  1017,  1024. 

Correspondence,  Navy  Department,  U.  S..  77. 

Mentioned,  77,  399,  947,  978, 1017, 1024, 1073. 
Webber,  Thomas  B. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  408, 

Mentioned.  250,  408,  409. 
Webster  (Prisoner). 71. 
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Webster,  A.  C,  13. 
Webster,  Charles  VI.,  339. 
Webster,  Daniel,  Steamer,  156. 
Webster,  Simon  P.,  723. 
Weeks,  Pender. 
Correspondence.  B.  F.  Butler.  877. 
Mentioned,  1128-1130. 
Weeks,  Pender,  Mrs.,  847, 877, 1128-1130. 
Weer,  William. 
Correspondence ; 
Clark,  A.  M.,  967. 

Hoffman,  W.,  987,  998,  1014,  1027, 1036, 1073. 
Marab,  C.  W.,  858. 
Mentioned,  967, 1123. 
Weilzcl,  Godft-ey,  249. 
Welch.  Mr.,  972. 
Welch,  John  C. 
Correspondence,  S.  E.  Jones,  963. 
Mentioned,  437,  866. 
AVclch,  T.  J.,  30. 
Welles,  (lideon. 
Correspondence.    See  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 
Mentioned,  80,  398:399,  495,  736,  811, 905. 
Wellford,  Beverly  R.,  jr. 
Correspondence ; 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1053, 1111. 
Winder,  J,  H.,  508. 
Wells.  E.  R. 
Correspondence.     See  Thomas  Green. 
Mentioned,  590,  646,  710,  749. 
Wells,  H.  H. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  76, 109. 
Notice  to  citizens,  60. 
Wells,  James  .M.,  966. 
Welsh,  George  E. 
Correspondence.    See  DantnUe  {Va.)  Board  of 
Health. 
Wemnap,  R.  L.,  580. 
West,  Charles  S. 

Correspondence.     See  E,  Kirby  Smith. 
AVest,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence.  I.  J.  Wistar,  953. 
West,  Theodore  S.,  966. 
West,  Department  of  the  (C). 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:   No.  128,95;   \o. 
IGS,  229. 
Western  Penitentiary,  Pa. 

See  Allegheny  Penitentiary,  Pa. 
West's  Building  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Condition  of  Confederate  prisoners,  142,  228. 
Contributions  to  inmates,  906-908. 
Lady  visitors,  906-908. 
West  Vircrinia. 
Arrests  of  citizens,  810,  862,  875,  895,  896, 1048. 
Citizens  captured  in  Morgan  County,  1119, 1120. 
Political  prisoners,  10, 160, 161. 
State  organizations  not  actually  in  service,  378, 
403,914. 
West  Virt'lnia,  GoTcrnor  of. 
Correspondence : 
Hoffman,  W.,  403. 
Meredith,  S.  A.,  378. 
Turner,  L.  C,  277. 
War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  714,  803. 
West  Virginia  Troops  (U.). 
Cavalry— A'ei7im«n(.s.-  id,  205,262. 
Infantry— Co/nponics;  Gould's  (Militia),  378. 


Wetmore,  J.  C,  265, 856.- 
Wharton,  Dock,  203. 
Wheat,  Joseph  S.,  1119, 1120. 
Wheaton,  Henry,  617, 
Wheeler,  Joseph,  128,  431,  568, 692. 
Whelan,  Arvin  F. 
Correspondence; 
Hoffman,  W.,  464. 
Orme,  W.  W.,798. 
Mentioned,  373,  463,  850,  909, 929. 
Whilan,  Charles,  1077, 1091. 
Whilden,  W.,  137. 
Whipple,  William  D. 

Correspondence.    See  Geartje  H.  Thomas. 
White,  Arabella,  381. 
White,  C.  A. 

Correspondence.  Abraham  Lincoln,  48,  56,  64. 
White,  Eraiine,  381. 

White,  Harry,  301,  380,  381,  530,  808,  839, 871. 
White,  J.  W. 

Correspondence,  Abraham  Lincoln,  48,  56,  64, 
White,  John  W. 

Mentioned,  855,  1060,  1069-1071. 
Shootiiigot'prisoners,  CampChase,0.,  1069, 1070. 
White,  Jl.  W.,747. 
White,  P.  W. 
Correspondence,  R.  B.  Winder,  977,  996. 
Mentioned,  976,  977. 
White,  Paulina,  381. 
White.  S.  C,  381. 
White,  William  T.,  1128, 1130. 
Whitfield,  R.  H. 

Correspondence,  P.  B.  Scott,  1124. 
Whiting,  William. 

Correspondence,  M.  Burke,  99, 100. 
Whitney,  Allston  W. 
Correspondence,  Adjt.  Gen. 'a  Office, U.  S.  A. ,586. 
Mentioned,  164, 165. 
Wild,  Edward  A. 
Correspondence ; 
Elliott,  J.  T.,  847. 
Sanderlin,  W.,  1130. 
Mentioned,  777,  802,845-847,858,877,878,883,884, 
1127, 1128.  1130. 
Wilder,  John  T.,  459. 
Wllkins,  John. 
Correspondence ; 
Carrington.  I.  H.,  548. 
Carnngton,  W.  A.,  1050, 1085. 1087, 1089. 
Winder,  J.  H.,  262, 
Mentioned,  544,  545,  588, 1049,  lOJl,  1084,  1090. 
Wilkinson,  Joseph  H. 
Correspondence.  G.  Marston,  645. 
Mentioned,  764-766, 1098. 

Shooting  of  prisoners.  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  1098. 
Willcox,  Orlando  B. 
Correspondence: 
liurnside,  A.  E.,  276. 
Hoff'man,  VT .,  3, 19,  122, 143. 
Smith,  J.  R.,  231. 
War  Department,  U,  S.,  163. 
Mentioned,  162, 163, 195. 
Willianis,  Edward  P.,  705,947,978, 1073,1123. 
Williams,  U.,  15. 
Williams,  <ieorge  A.,  34. 
Williams.  H.,  160,  179,  392,  393,  969,  970. 
Williams,  Heury  A.,  164. 
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Willlamn,  Jacob,  514. 
WilllaniH,  Jeremiah.  3U1. 
WlIllaniH,  L.  l'.,D66. 
Willianill,  William  Orton.  117. 
Williamson,  Mr.  816. 
WilllaniNoii,  (JeorKe. 
CorrespondeucB.  E.  K.  Smitb.  997. 
See  also  E.  Eirby  Smith. 
Willis,  laliin  W.,  930. 
Wilmer,  J.  P.  B.,  10. 
Wilson,  .V.  S.,  380. 
Wilson,  C.,220. 
Wilson,  C.  P.,  8'J9. 
Wilson,  (J.  W.,  541. 
Wilson,  (ieori;e  R.,  951,  95-.'. 
Wilson,  H.,  855. 
Wilson,  Henry. 

Correspondence.  M.  C.  Mei^s.  937. 
Wilson,  J.  B. 

Corresponileuce,  W.  S.  Piuraon,  397. 
Wilson.  James. 

Corre.spondence.     Sen  I'ustOjfice  Dept..  V.  S. 
Wilson,  L.  Dudley.  IB.  19. 
AVilson,  Miller. 
MeutioDed,  1060. 

Shooting  of  pri.soners,  Camp  Chase,  O.,  1068. 
Wilson,  Nathaniel. 

Corresponileuce,  W.  Hoffuiau,  10. 
Wilson,  Richard,  1J7. 
Wilson,  William. 
Correspondence.  U .  S.  Consul,  Xaasau,  171. 
Mentioned,  188. 
Wilton,  Francis,  355. 
Winchester,  Va. 
Females  captured  at,  and  taken  to  Riehmoiui,  CJ. 
03,69,72-74. 
Wlnder(!l,  Captain,  219, 358,  302,488. 
AVInder,  John  H. 
Correspondence; 
Adjutant    and    Inspector    General's    Offi.;e, 

C.  S.  A..  025,  1041,  1050,  1051. 
Alexander,  G.  W.,  204,  295,  440. 
Aylett,  P.H.,  1053. 
Boyd,  J.  F.,  691,  735. 
Braner,  F.  C..440. 
Carrineton.I.  H.,507,  544. 
Carrington,  W.  A.,  587,  1084, 10,s6, 1089. 
Ellington.  W.M.,  824. 
Flinn.J.  M.,  107. 
Forrest,  N.  B.,  414. 
Latouche.J..  273,322. 
Mordt,  C  777. 

OuUl,  R.,  222.  244,  267,  2Q4,  091,  735.  825,  841,  962. 
Powell,  W.H.,  205. 

Quartermaster-General's  (Jthce,  C  S.  A..  407. 
Sawyer.  H.  W.,  107. 
Smith,  C,  91,  244. 
Streight,  A.  D.,  82,  267. 
Turner,  T.  P.,  87,  498, 1090, 1111. 
■SVar  Department,  C.  S..  87, 106,  292.  4.';9,  450.  408, 
502,508,  704,745,914. 1042,  1043,  1048, 1053, 1111. 
"Warner.  J.,  497. 
"Wellford,  B.  R.,  .jr.,  508. 
'Williins,  J..'262. 

■Winder,  R.  B.,  965,  976,  loOU,  1054. 
Winder,  \V.  S.,  558. 


Winder,  John  H.— Continued. 
Meutioneil,  91.   110,  147,  201,  242.  2M,  294,  328,410, 
439,  469,  527,  543,  558,  559, 807,  821,  886, 950,  952, 
962,  1042,  1050,  1051, 1053,  1084, 1120. 
Orders,  punishment  of  prisoners,  264. 
Winder,  Richard  B. 
Currespoudence : 

Alleu,  A.  M.,  914,  1017,  1043,  1054. 
Armstrong,  C.  R.,  965. 
Berry,  C.H.,  972. 
Brotherton,  W.  H.,  972.  985. 
Harris,  C.  J.,  885. 
Hopkins.  W.,  962. 
Paul,  W.B..  1015. 
White,  P,  W.,  977,  996. 
Winiler,  .J.  n.,  965,  976,  11)00, 1054. 
Mentioned,  777,  10'28. 
Winder,  ff.  S. 
Corre3[)Oudeuce,  J.  U.  Winder.  558. 
See  also /uftn  U .  Winder. 
Mentioned.  966. 
Windes,  F.  JI. 

Currespoudence.     See  Philip  D.  Koddey. 
Wirz,  Henry,  1117. 
Wisdom,  D.  JI.,  202,203. 
Wise,  John,  1090. 
Wistar,  Isaac  J. 
Correspondence : 
Butler,  B.F.,  953. 
West,  R.M.,  953. 
Withers,  John. 
Correspondence.    See   Adjutant  and   Irutpector 
QeneraVs  Office.  C.  S.  A. 
Withers,  Robert  E.,  1042. 
Wolcott,  Frank  E^,  376. 
Wolf,  Enoch  ().,  012.  913,  922. 
Wolfe,  Thomas  E.,  252. 
Wollani,  John,  459,  529,  719,  757. 
Wolsey,  John  W.,  339. 
Wood,  Algernon  R.,  100. 
Wood,  Ben.  S. 
Correspondence.  War  Department,  C.  S.,  808. 
Mentioned,  808. 
Wood,  David,  918. 
Wood,  Julius  J. 
Correspondence,  Editors  of  ( ihio  State  Journal. 

730. 
Escape  of  J.  H.  Morgan  and  others,  075,  076. 
Mentioned.  674,  07.5. 
Wood,  Robert  C. 
Correspondence,       .Surge* 
U.S.A.,  104,476. 
See  also  *Sur(/eon.^r£;ur(ir*t  Office.  U. 
Mentioned,  105,  470, 
Wood,  William  P. 
<  'orrespoudeuce,  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  348. 
Menl  louid,  :ili.  40,  .'J48,  362,  411,  41'2,  416,  4: 
Woodbridsre.  Timothy. 
Correspoudeuce : 
Hoffmun,  W.,  1056. 
Pierson,  W.  S.,  761. 
Mentioned,  366,  396,  423,  760,  8'28. 
Woodroof,  .\mbrose  B.,  .898. 1015. 
Woods,  .4.  J.,  34,  35. 
Woodsman,  H.  M.,  130,  131,173. 
Wool,  John  K. 
Correspondence,  W,  Hoffman,  21. 
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Woolfolk,  George,  519. 
Woolsey,  William  F. 

CoireapoDdence,  A.  Schoepf,  736. 

Mentioned,  517. 
Worrall,  T.  A..  967,969. 
Wrisrht,  D.  L.,  777. 
Wright,  Dayid  M. 

Mentioned,  106, 157, 169, 170, 187, 188,  216,  233,  245, 
323,  360,  361 ,  366,  379,  380,  409,  414,  603,  604. 

Trial  and  execution  for  murder,  106, 157^  169,  170, 
187,  188,  216-218,  233,  243,  323,  360,  361,  366,  379, 
380,409,414,  426,603,604. 
Wright,  David  JI.,  Mrs,  426, 
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